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the  United  States,  for  the  slaves  were  considered 
and  protected  as  property  on  both  sides  of  the 
Spnnish  line,  and  the  emigrants  from  the  United 
States  foand  the  additional  quantity  of  granted 
land  they  could  acquire  for  every  slave,  made  their 
removal  advantageous.  Who,  then,  under  these 
ciFcomstances,  ^would  have  thought  the  property 
of  slaves  insecure  by  the  provision  in  the  treaty  for 
the  maintenance  and  security  of  property  ?  An- 
terior to  the  treaty  of  cession  the  citizens  of  the 
old  United  States  received  larse  sums  of  money 
for  slaves  sold  and  transported  by  the  avenue  of 
the  Mississippi  to  Louisiana ;  and  had  the  treaty  pre- 
served a  XxAsl  silence,  with  regard  to  the  protec- 
tion of  property,  it  would  be  irreconcileable  widi 
justice  that  we  should  first  sell  those  slaves  to  the 
inhabitants,  and,  after  securing  the  price,  proceed 
to  emancipate  them,  or  lessen  their  utility  or  value 
by  emancipating  their  descendants.  We  are  asked 
to  bind,  limit,  or  manacle  the  proposed  State  of 
Missouri.  Are  we  to  do  so  because  we  are  more 
trustworthy  r^pecting  their  own  interests  than 
themselves  ?  We  have  legislated  over  the  people 
of  that  Territory  for  seventeen  years,  and,  aunng 
all  that  time,  our  humanity  slumbered.  We  suf 
fered  slaves  to  pass  the  Mississippi,  and  thereby 
enhanced  the  price  of  our  lands ;  and,  in  propor- 
tion as  we  anticipate  the  closing  the  lana  sales, 
and  the  cessation  of  our  interest  in  permitting 
slaves  to  go,  our  humane  sympathies  are  excited 
until  we  at  last  become  so  wilting  to  prohibit  sla- 
very that  we  contemplate  a  new  sort  or  State,  with 
only  a  portion  of  the  features  and  capacities  re- 
tained by  the  other  parties  to  our  great  compact. 
I  will  now  give  attention  to  what  gentlemen 
who  favor  the  restriction  have  urged,  on  the  score 
of  precedent.  They  say  they  are  authorized,  from 
the  restrictions  imposed  on  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Il- 
linois, to  build  the  power  of  Congress  to  adopt  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  on 
precedents.  Precedents  may  be  useful  to  impart 
to  free  government  uniform  and  steady  nerves,  and 
to  guard  against  the  encroachments  of  prejudice 
and  passion.  There  can,  however,  be  no  prece- 
dent in  relation  to  the  powers  of  our  national  com- 
pact of  such  antiquity  as  to  acquire  any  great  poi^ 
tion  of  authority  ^when  unaccompanied  by  demon- 
strations of  their  orthodoxy ;  foa  the  Constitution 
was  only  adopted  in  1787.  since  which,  and  until 
this  Winter,  the  history  ana  journal  of  the  Conven- 
tion have  been  secret.  But,  in  subscribing  to  the 
authority  and  utility  of  precedents,  it  should  be  re- 
niembered  that  they  are  not  to  transcend  their  le- 
gitimate sphere.  When  a  jurisdiction,  power,  or 
authority,  is  found  or  known  to  exist,  precedents 
are  interposed,  that  it  may  not  be  perverted  by  the 
ose  of  aroitfaiy  discretion ;  but  this  jurisdiction  or 
power  must  be  shown  to  exist  before  we  admit  its 
need  of  precedents  for  its  regulation.  An  attempt 
is  here  made,  not  to  regulate  the  powers  and  busi- 
ness of  Congress  by  precedents,  but  to  derive  those 
powers  also  from  the  same  source.  If  precedents 
were  lawful  weapons  in  accomplishing  such  an 
object,  how  easy  would  be  the  task  of  showing 
that  the  State  Legislatarea  coidd  pass  bankrupt 
laws,  which  they  have  always  done,  although  the 
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supreme  tribunal  has  lately  declared  a  different 
opinion  ?  How  easy  also  might  the  obligation  of 
the  State  magistrates  and  judges  to  execute  the 
laws  of  the  Union  be  established^  although  denied 
by  the  most  respectable  authorities  in  the  States? 
Indeed,  the  admission  of  precedent  as  authority  on 
such  topics  would  ripen  the  confederacy  into  that 
condition,  at  no  very  distant  period,  in  which  it 
might  be  asserted  that  the  powers  of  Congress,  like 
those  of  the  British  Parliament,  had  their  base  in 
precedent^  and  not  in  the  grants  of  our  written 
Constitution.  I  am,  however,  wrong  in  wasting 
time  in  exceptions  against  the  improper  use  of  pre- 
cedents ;  for,  with  the  admission  that  precedents 
could  as  well  have  place  in  giving  birth  to  politi- 
cal power  as  in  the  regulation  of  confessed  powers^ 
the  restrictionists  will  acquire  nothing  serviceable 
to  them,  because  precedents  are  in  no  case  valuable 
unless  considered  as  adjustments,  on  mature  ddib- 
eration,  of  contested  questions ;  whereas,  the  peo- 
ple of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  having  consented 
to  all  the  regulations  sought  for  by  Congress,  and 
those  regulations  being  chilled  inta  existence,  as  it 
were,  by  their  request,  the  question  of  the  power  of 
Congress  was  not  disputed  or  discussed.  It  is  ad- 
mitted that  the  people  of  Missouri  are  unwilling  to 
be  restricted,  and  tne  question  now  first  presents 
itself  as  to  our  Constitutional  power  to  impose  the 
restriction  without  their  consent. 

The  view  which  I  have  submitted  suffices,  in 
my  humble  opinion,  to  show  that  the  position  as- 
sumed by  the  restrictionists  is  not  susceptible  of 
aid  from  precedents,  and  if  it  was,  that  tnere  are 
no  legitimate  or  proper  precedents  to  aid  it ;  and 
here  f  would  be  willing  to  rest  this  topic,  were  it 
not  for  the  strange  and  objectionable  inferences 
which  gentlemen  strive  to  deduce  from  the  ordi- 
nance of  1787,  for  the  government  of  the  territory 
northwest  of  the  Ohio  river.  The  fourth  section 
of  that  ordinance  declares  ''that  certain  articles 
shall  be  considered  as  articles  of  compact  between 
the  original  States  and  the  people  and  States  of 
that  Territory,  and  forever  remain  unalterable, 
unless  by  common  consent :"  and  the  sixth  article 
declares  that  ^  there  shall  be  neither  slavery  nor  in- 
voluntary servitude  in  the  territory." 

Gentlemen  insist  that  this  article  restrained  the 
people  of  Ohio,  and  the  other  States  formed  in 
that  Territory,  from  adopting  any  provision  in- 
consistent witn  it  in  their  State  constitutions,  with- 
out the  consent  of  Congress,  and  at  the  same  time 
afforded  an  instance  of  the  authority  of  Congress 
thus  to  restrain  the  new  States.  This  aspect  of 
the  ordinance  is  certainly  plausible  at  first  view, 
but  not  dangerous ;  for  the  iaea  of  a  power  in  Con- 
gress not  only  to  impose  on  the  people  of  a  State 
a  constitution  not  dictated  by,  or  growing  out  of 
the  federal  compact,  but  to  impose  such  arbitrary 
constitution  on  a  people  before  they  have  sprung 
into  existence,  as  was  the  case  with  regard  to  the 
then  future  or  expected  communities  of  Ohio,  In- 
diana, and  Illinois,  is  apt  to  shock  the  imagina- 
tion^ and  stimulate  such  further  inquiry  as  must 
obviate  the  error. 

I  contend  that  the  sixth  article  of  the  ordinance, 
whatever  be  its  mode  of  expression,  was  temporary 
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in  its  operation,  and  onlv  intended  to  be  adopted 
for  the  government  of  tne  Territory  whilst  a  ter- 
ritory, dependent  on  the  legislation  of  Congress, 
and  would  hare  been  no  part  of  the  State  consti- 


tution of  Ohio,  unless  by  the  free  adoption  of  the 

Togi  " 

tion  consists  both  with  the  obligations  of  Congress 


people  of  that  State. 


[ire  it  this  interpreta- 


and  the  peculiar  relation  between  Congress  and 
the  Territory.  It  will  consist,  in  the  fi^t  place, 
with  the  oblu;ation  incurred  oy  Congress  in  the 
acceptance  ot  the  cession  of  the  territory  from  Vir 

finia,  the  deed  of  cession  having  provided  that  the 
itates  to  be  formed  in  the  Territory  should  be  dis- 
tinct, republican  States,  and  admitted  members  of 
the  federal  Union,  having  the  same  rights  of  sov- 
ereignty, freedom,  and  independence,  as  the  other 
States,  which  they  would  not  have,  unless  permit- 
ted to  govern  themselves  in  all  respects  where  not 
restrained  by  the  federal  obligation.  I  say,  in  the 
second  place,  that  the  interpretation  I  give  best 
consists  with  the  relations  wnich  existed  between 
Confess  and  the  Territory;  for  the  communities 
forming  in  the  Territory,  being  destined  for  free 
States,  and  Conjness  having  only  a  temporary 
power  over  the  Territory,  it  was  not  presumable 
that  Congress,  in  such  circumstances,  could  desire 
to  make  an  everlasting  regulation — ^no,  not  even 
by  the  consent  of  the  people,  who  were  not  then  in 
beinff,  or  in  a  condition  to  do  any  thing  which 
would  bind  the  future  people  of  the  country,  as- 
sembled in  convention. 

Permit  me  now,  sir,  to  beg  a  more  particular 
examination  of  the  ordinance  of  1787,  and  a  view 
of  its  parts  in  their  just  distribution.  The  ordi- 
nance comprehends — 

1st.  A  constitution  and  bill  of  rights ; 

2dly.  Provisions  for  the  creation  of  new  States; 

3dly.  A  recognition  of  the  mutual  interests  and 
relations  which  shall  subsist  between  the  new 
States  and  Congress. 

The  first  two  parts,  the  constitution  and  bill  of 
rights,  and  the  provisions  for  the  birth  of  new 
States,  were  intended  as  temporary  regulations. 
The  third,  or  the  part  in  relation  to  the  respective 
or  mutual  interests  of  Congress  and  the  new  States, 
was  to  remain  perpetual. 

1st.  The  ordmance  comprehends  a  constitution 
and  bill  of  rights.  The  constitution  is  found  in 
the  erection  oi  a  Territorial  government.  In  pre- 
scribing the  respective  departments  of  that  gov- 
ernment, as  that  there  shall  be  a  Grovernor.  to  be 
appointed  by  Confess,  who  should  have  tne  ap- 
pointment of  magistrates  and  civil  officers:  that 
there  should  be  a  General  Assembly,  to  be  elected 
by  the  free  white  male  inhabitants  of  the  counties 
and  townships,  to  serve  for  the  term  of  two  years; 
that  there  should  be  a  Legislative  Council,  to  con- 
sist of  a  certain  number,  and  appointed  as  therein 
prescribed ;  that  the  Council  and  General  Assem- 
bly should  have  legislative  powers,  subject,  how- 
ever, to  the  negative  of  the  Governor ;  that  there 
should  be  a  secretary,  judges,  &c. ;  that  there  should 
be  no  law  affecting  private  contracts,  nor  contrary 
to  the  ordinance,  &c.  Here,  then,  we  have  a  Ter- 
ritorial government,  with  legislative,  executive, 
and  judiciary  powers ;  but  the  ordinance  affords 


more.  The  £ramers  of  thb  Territorial  constitu- 
tion were  men  fashioned  after  the  manners  and 
notions  of  our  English  ancestors,  who  have  always 
conceived  that  a  grant  or  recognition  of  l^islatire 
power  should  be  accompanied  by  a  vuMffna  ckarta^ 
or  bill  of  rights,  declaratory  of  certain  fundamen- 
tal principles,  by  which  those  intrusted  with  such 
important  power  should  be  guided.  They  there- 
fore furnish  in  the  ordinance  a  bill  of  rights,  ivhich, 
like  similar  declarations  theretofore  adopted  by 
many  of  the  States,  was  an  imitation  of  the  de- 
clarations of  magna  charta  and  of  the  bill  of  rights 
of  the  first  year  of  William  and  Mary.  We  ac* 
cordincly  find  it  provided  that  the  people  shall  be 
entitled  to  the  habeas  corpus,  trial  by  iury,  repre- 
sentation^ judicial  proceedings  according  to  the 
course  of  the  common  law ;  that  bail  should  be 
allowed,  fines  be  moderate,  cruel  or  unusual  pun- 
ishments not  inflicted ;  that  no  man  should  be  de- 
prived of  liber tv  or  property  but  by  the  judgment 
of  his  peers  or  tne  laws  of  the  land,  &g. 

2d.  The  ordinance  has  provisions  for  the  crea- 
tion of  new  States,  which  are  found  in  the  fifth 
article,  prescribing  the  time  and  circumstances  in 
which  the  new  States  should  be  formed. 

3d.  The  ordinance  contains  a  recognition  of 
certain  relations  of  interest  between  the  General 
Government  and  the  new  States,  which  is  found  in 
the  4th  article,  and  were  intended  to  remain  per- 
petual. But  an  examination  of  the  provision.s  of 
the  4th  article  (which  all  will  ajgree  was  to  be 
perpetual)  will  prove  the  just  caution  of  Congress 
m  abstaining  from  all  pretence  of  binding  tho>e 
people  after  the  period  designed  for  their  emanci- 

Sation.  For  these  perpetual  provisions  are  mere 
eclarations  of  the  obvious  rights  and  obligations 
which  would  at  all  events  have  governed  their 
mutual  relations,  if  not  inserted  in  the  ordinance, 
although  expressed  to  remove  doubts  and  give  as- 
surances to  those  who  might  feel  concerned ;  buch 
as,  that  the  new  State  should  forever  remain  a  part 
of  the  Confederacy ;  that  the  inhabitants  should 
contribute  their  portion  of  the  national  debt ;  that 
the  new  States  should  not  interfere  with  the  pri- 
mary disposal  of  the  soil,  or  tax  the  lands  of  the 
United  States ;  the  clause  also  declaring  that  the 
navigable  rivers  should  be  common  highways,  was 
the  proper  result  pf  the  4th  article  oi  the  old  act 
of  confederation  of  the  States. 

That  so  much  of  the  ordinance  as  I  have  desig- 
nated under  my  second  head,  which  prescribes  the 
time  and  manner  in  which  the  new  States  shall  be 
formed,  was  intended  to  be  temporary,  and  expire 
with  its  execution,  whenever  the  territory  became 
competent  to  form  a  State  government,  will  not 
be  questioned. 

That  so  much  of  the  ordinance  contained  under 
my  first  division  as  created  a  constitution  for  the 
territorial  government,  was  only  intended  as  a  tem- 
porary provision,  is  also  evident,  as  no  one  will 
contend  that  theterritorial  constitution  and  depart- 
ments could  continue  after  the  formation  of  a  State 
constitution  and  government.  That  so  much  of 
the  ordinance  (arranged  also  under  my  first  head) 
as  is  resolvable  into  a  bill  of  rights,  is  temporary 
with  regard  to  duration,  would  seem  to  follow  the 
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admission  that  the  territorial  constitution  was  tem- 
porary, especially  if  I  am  right  in  supposing  (as  I 
have  done)  that  the  object  and  use  of  the  biU  of 
rights  was  a  declaration  for  greater  certainty  of 
the  great  principles  whieh  was  to  govern  the  ex- 
ercise of  the  po^trers  granted  by  the  constitution* 
The  biU  of  rights  w^omd  then  only  retain  its  being, 
whiist  the  constitution,  to  which  it  is  a  predicate, 
remained  in  force,  Tv^hich  would  of  course  be  during 
the  continuance  of  the  territorial  government,  and 
DO  longer.  But,  as  my  immediate  object  now  is 
10  arrive  at  the  result  that  the  bill  of  rights  was 
not  binding  on  the  people  of  Ohio  after  the  com- 
petency to  form  a  State  constitution,  my  purpose 
will  be  as  well  accomf^ished  by  the  susgestion  of 
an  idea  not  so  intimately  connected  with  duration. 

Bills  of  riffht,  or  declarations  of  right,  have  been 
resorted  to  by  our  ancestors,  to  secure  themselves 
against  the  abuse  or  oppression  of  legislative  or 
execotive  authorities.  They  were  the  bonds  of  the 
sovereign,  held  by  the  people,  as  a  fence  against 
him.  They  conferred  no  legislative  or  executive 
powers ;  but,  as  far  as  the^  operated,  constrained 
those  powers.  They  differed  from  our  modern 
American  constitutions,  as  an  imperfect  does  from 
a  perfect  right  or  obligation,  or  as  a  moral  obliga- 
tion is  different  from  a  legal  obligation ;  for  if  Die 
bill  of  rights  was  transcended,  the  excess  was 
morally  wrong ;  but,  if  the  constitution  be  trans- 
cended, its  legal  operation  is  felt  by  annulling  the 
excess  of  authority. 

As  a  bill  of  rignts  imposes  no  oblivion,  except 
on  the  Government,  none  other  can  violate  it.  The 
people  can  violate  no  obligation  in  relation  to  it, 
lor  they  are  under  no  such  obli^tion.  It  is  a 
schedule  of  their  rights,  not  of  their  duties ;  those 
rights  which  our  ancestors  were  used  to  say  "  doth 
appertain  to  the  people  of  this  realm."  Who  ever 
heard  of  the  people  being  bound  by  a  bill  of  rights  ? 

Gentlemen  will  have  observed  that  the  thr^fold 
division  to  which  I  have  resorted  is  sufficient  to 
comprehend  the  whole  of  the  ordinance  of  1787  ; 
and  we  have  only  to  inquire  to  which  of  the  three 
respective  heads  is  the  6th  article,  inhibiting  slavery, 
referable.  It  is  not  referable  to  the  third  head, 
which  comprehends  those  interests,  claims,  and 
ohligatioBs,  which  nrise  out  of  the  relations  between 
Congress  and  the  new  States.  The  obligation  to 
discbarge  a  portion  of  the  federal  debt,  to  exempt 
public  knds  from  taxation,  and  open  the  navig^abie 
rivers  to  the  whole  continent,  «c.,  were  objects 
afiecting  the  permanent  relations  to  the  Greneral 
Government ;  but  whether  slavery  should  exist  in 
that  coantry,like  the  provisions  of  tne  habeas  corpus, 
jury  trial,  dtie.,only  concerned  that  temporary  con- 
nexion springing  from,  and  consequently  expiring 
with,  the  territorial  dependency. 

I  have,  moreover,  shown,  that,  in  adjusting  all 
other  relations  of  interest  and  obligation  between 
Congress  and  the  new  States,  (which  class  of  pro- 
Wstoos  I  admitted  to  be  perpetual,)  Congress  con- 
lined  themselves  to  a  mere  aeclaration  or  recogni- 
tion of  rights  and  duties;  which  would  have  existed 
ahhough  the  ordinance  had  been  silent.  If,  there- 
fore, the  6th  article,  containing  a  new  and  author- 
itative mandate,  be  forced  in  the  same  class,  it 


would  furnish  a  manifest  anomalism.  The  inhi- 
bition of  slavery  has  no  connexion  with  the  second 
division  of  the  ordinance,  which  only  regulates  the 
creation  of  new  States.  But  the  first  head  com- 
prehends the  inhibition.  It  is  either  a  part  of  the 
constitution  or  of  the  bill  of  rights  found  in  the 
ordinance,  nor  is  it  material  which ;  for,  if  it  be  a 
clause  of  the  constitution,  its  operation  was  to  re- 
stain  the  territorial  legislature  from  the  toleration 
of  slavery,  and  expirS  with  the  government  to 
which  it  gave  limits.  BuL  if  it  is  to  be  considered 
a  portion  of  the  bill  of  rights,  it  e^iired  with  the 
extinction  of  the  powers  to  whieh  it  was  annexed 
as  a  restraint,^  whether  we  are  to  look  for  those 
powers  in  the  territorial  government,  or  in  the 
temporary  authority  of  Congress  to  lo^islate  over 
the  country  in  its  territorial  grade,  and,  indeed,  as 
an  article  of  the  bill  of  rights,  never  had  any  force 
against  the  people  themselveB. 

The  preamble  to  the  articles  in  the  ordinance 
expresses  the  motives  to  b^  for  extending  the  fun- 
damental principles  of  civil  and  religious  liberty, 
which  form  the  basis  whereon  these  republics, 
their  laws,  and  constitutions,  are  erected ;  to  fijc 
and  establish  those  principles  as  the  basis  of  all 
laws,  constitutions,  and  governments,  which  for- 
ever hereafter  shall  be  formed  in  the  territory,  du:. 
And  this  preamble,  which  good  men  miffht  call  a 
declaration  of  the  sense  of  Congress  on  the  funda- 
mental rights  of  a  people  who  stood  there  in  the 
^rade  of  colonists ;  which  bad  men  would  denom- 
inate a  mere  flourish ;  and  which,  at  all  events, 
was  not  intended  to  have  any  effect,  as  it  contains 
nothing  like  an  enacting  clause  or  precept ;  has, 
nevertheless,  been  pressed  into  the  service  of  our 
opponents,  as  a  proof,  that  the  articles  of  the  ordi- 
nance, thus  prefaced,  became  part  of  the  constitu- 
tions of  the  States  to  be  thereafter  formed  in  the 
territory  by  a  people  who,  as  yet,  had  no  existence. 
The  Congress  possessing  but  a  limited  and  tem- 
porary authority,  might  exercise  that  authority  with 
exalted  and  commendable  views,  or,  indeed,  mi||[ht 
form  an  expectation  that  its  temporary  authonty 
could  be  so  exercised,  during  the  infancy  of  the 
western  settlement,  as  to  incite  moral  sentiments 
and  habits  in  the  people,  calculated,  in  the  end,  to 
produce  a  relish  u>r  institutions  wnich  were  con- 
sidered desirable  by  men  of  fashion  in  the  politi- 
cal world.  But  Congress  knew,  that  it  could  not, 
in  the  exercise  of  its  most  enlaiged  powecs.  pass 
laws  to  be  irrevocable  by  its  successors,  mucn  less 
by  the  people  in  convention.  Congress,  durinc 
the  colonial  condition  of  the  territories,  claimea 
and  exercised  the  power  of  changing  or  modifying 
the  constitutions  of  the  territorial  governments, 
instances  of  which  are  found  in  the  acts  of  Feb- 
ruary 26th,  1808 ;  March  3d^  1811 ;  and  Majr  20th, 
1812.  It  was,  therefore,  pobtic  to  afford  emigrants 
an  assurance  that  no  change  of  constitution  should 
be  made,  except  on  the  basis  of  certain  principles. 
This  assurance  is  given  by  Congress,  oeing  one 
party,  and  was  oblieatory  on  that  par^y.  The 
preamble  speaks  of  laws  and  constitutions^  con- 
sidering them  as  synonymous.  It  immediately 
follows  the  constitutKMi  made  by  Congress  for  the 
territory,  and  evidently  hi^d  no  relation  (o  State 
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constitutions,  for  the  contemi^ated  Stutes  are  not 
referred  to  in  the  preamble,  nor  had  they  been 
mentioned  in  any  preyious  part  of  the  ordmance. 
The  preamble  declares  that  the  articles  of  the  ordi- 
nance shall  remain  unalterable  forever,  unless  by- 
common  consent.  Yes,  foreter,  if  you  please ;  for 
there  are  rights  and  interests  depending  on  the 
force  and  ouiffation  of  the  temporary  laws  of 
Congress,  which  must  live  forever :  such  are  the 
grants  of  land,  and  promises  of  public  advantages 
to  the  inhabitants.  But  with  whom  did  Congress 
make  this  compact  of  several  articles  ?  The  ordi- 
nance answers  the  question :  ^  With  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  tenitory,  and  the  future  States  to 
be  formed  therein,"  for  so  it  says.  Such  of  the 
provisions,  then,  as,  from  their  nature,  could  only 
ne  applicable  to  the  territory,  and  such  as  were  ex- 
pressly applied  by  Congress  only  to  the  territory, 
would,  of^necessity,  expire  when  the  territorial 
government  should  cease  to  exist,  whilst'  such  pro- 
visions as  were  applicable  to  the  future  States 
would  remain.  An  attention  to  the  phrase<^ogy 
of  the  articles  of  the  ordinance,  suflSiciently  man- 
ifest, in  the  recital  of  the  successive  provisions, 
which  are  applicable  to  the  territory  and  which 
to  the  States.  .  Thus,  the  clause  requiring  the 
pajrment  of  a  portion  of  the  federal  debt  of  the 
Union,  expressly  speaks  of  the  people  of  the  ter- 
ritory, and  also  of  the  new  States.  The  inhibi- 
tion against  interfering  in  the  disposal  of  the  soil, 
not  only  speaks  of  the  territorial  government,  but 
of  the  new  States.  In  the  recognition  of  the  sub- 
jection of  the  people  to  the  old  Confederacy  of 
the  Union,  not  only  the  territory,  but  the  States  to 
be  formed  therein,  are  spoken  ot.  But,  turn  to  the 
provisions  of  articles  of  the  ordinance  which  I  have 
msisted  are  temporary,  and  in  the  nature  of  a  bill 
of  riffhts,  and  mark  the  difference  in  phraseology. 
As  when  the  habeas  corpus,  jury  trial,  dbc.,  are 
secured,  and  excessive  bail,  cruel  punishment,  dbc., 
prohibited,  the  inhabitants  of  the  territory  are  only 
mentioned ;  not  a  word  is  there  said  of  new  States. 
Turn,  also,  to  the  6th  article  which  inhibits  sla- 
very ;  it  speaks  of  the  territory,  and  says  not  a  syl- 
lable of  new  States. 

I  have  not  intended  to  dwell  upon  other  objects 
connected  with  this  question,  because,  being  con- 
vinced that  Congress  has  no  power  to  impose  the 
restriction,  and  Uiat,  if  it  haa  power,  a  reference 
to  the  faith  of  solemn  obligations  would  compel 
us  to  negative  the  present  attempt^  it  would  seem 
superfluous,  if  not  idle,  to  travel  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  the  measure.  But,  if  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  and  the  French  Treaty  are  both 
in  favor  of  the  power  you  now  attempt  to  exercise, 
it  would  remain  for  the  friends  of  this  Qovem- 
ment  to  decide  on  the  policy  of  restraining  the 
liberty  of  the  people  and  States,  by  a  too  copious 
use  or  powers  which  have  hitherto  been  dormant. 
Any  attempt  to  reform  the  manners  or  character 
of  the  people,  by  extirpating  slavery,  or  by  other 
means,  will,  at  any  time,  be  found  a  task,  tne  per- 
formance of  which  will  bring  us  into  coUbion 
'With  long  rooted  prejudices,  as  well  as  local  jeal- 
ousies, and  must  draw  the  Government  from  that 
lofty  and  impartial  stand  which  it  ought  to  sustain 


as  the  arbiter  of  diffgrences  between  the  resf>ective 
States. 

Is  there  not  as  great  danger  to  this  Government 
itself,  from  the  intemperate  use  of  Constitutiomd 
powers,  as  from  the  infraction  of  that  instrument  ? 
The  first  abuse  must  be  borne,  until  its  continu- 
ance engenders  against  government  a  spirit  of  dis- 
trust, or  indeed  enmity,  whilst  the  last  is  apt  to  be 
corrected  either  by  the  judiciary,  or  a  full  investi- 
gation of  the  Constitution.  The  Old  Congress, 
in  adopting  the  ordinance  for  the  government  of 
the  Northwest  Territory,  were  tempted  by  moral 
considerations,  in  relation  to  slavery,  which  can 
have  no  weight  with  us,  for  Congress  having  now 
the  undoubt^  right  to  prohibit  the  importation  of 
slaves,  caup  by  the  due  exercise  of  that  right,  make 
it  immaterial  (on  the  score  of  the  increase  of  sla- 
very,) whether  slaves  are  removed  to  the  new,  or 
retained  in  the  old  States,  But  the  States  under 
the  old  Confederation,  had  a  right  to  import  slaves 
from,  Africa  or  elsewnere ;  and  the  Conj^ress,  by 
shutting  the  Western  market  against  their  admis- 
sion, exercised  its  only  mean  of  retarding  the  in- 
crease of  slaves  in  the  country. 

A  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Sbr- 
obant)  says  the  inhibition  of  slavery  in  the  terri- 
torial ordinance  was  the  result  of  compromise.  He 
has,  however^  failed  to  prove  this  assertion ;  nor 
can  I  conceive  how  tne  inhibition  could  have 
sprunff  from  compromise,  or  how  the  gentleman 
would  aid  his  side  of  the  question  by  making  it  a 
compromise.  What  was  compromised?  If  it 
was  a  concession  on  the  part  or  Virginia,  or  the 
South,  what  was  the  equivalent  received  by  the 
South  ?  Virginia  had  previously  prohibited  the 
importation  of  slaves,  but  inasmuch  as  she  could 
not  prevent  their  importation  by  other  States,  she 
was  willing  to  lessen  the  demand  for  them.  Vir- 
ginia, always  since  1699,  has  evinced  her  anxiety 
to  abrogate  the  slave  trade,  and  exerted  herseff 
most  to  prohibit  the  trade  at  a  time  when  Penn- 
sylvania and  other  States,  now  so  forward  in  es^ 
tablishing  restriction  on  Missouri,  did  not  discour- 
age, but  rather  promoted  the  importation  of  slaves. 
In  the  second  year  of  George  II.,  and  during 
several  years  thereafter,  whilst  Virginia  imposed 
as  heavy  a  duty  on  the  importation  of  slaves  as 
the  Crown,  influenced  as  it  was  by  the  Brituh 
merchants,  would  permit,  with  a  view  to  a  prohi- 
bition of  the  trade,  Pennsylvania  imposed  a  duty, 
which,  reduced  to  an  ad  valorem  impost,  did  not 
exceed  about  four  per  centum,  by  which  means 
this  province  had  a  transit  duty  on  Virginia  slaves, 
and  eventually  kept  the  trade  open  between  Africa 
and  the  country  south  of  Susquehanna,  notwith- 
standing the  struffgle  of  Virginia  against  il. 

It  is  insisted  that  the  admission  of  slaves  in 
Missouri  and  the  West  will  open  a  wide  market 
and  encourage  the  smu^ling  of  foreign  slaves,  in 
violation  of  the  laws  of  the  Union.  We  should 
be  sure  of  the  truth  of  this  anticipation  before  we 
act  on  its  basi&  and,  even  when  assured  of  its 
truth,  it  would  furnish  but  an  eccentric  excuse  for 
legislation,  in  which  we  would  allege  our  own 
imbecility  and  incompetency  to  prevent  an  illicit 
trade,  by  ordinary  means,  as  an  apology  for  meas- 
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ores  of  extraordinary  iaccmremence  and  embar- 
rassment to  the  Soathem  section  of  the  Union. 
But,  will  it  be  pretended  that  this  Government  is 
inccMaapetent  to  prohibit  the  slave  trade,  unless  by 
these  restrictions  on  States?  None  are  authorized 
to  asome  that  position  until  he  shall  have  shown 
that  the  other  and  ordinary  powers  of  the  Giovem- 
meot  have  been  exhausted  without  curinjg  the  evil. 
Although  (Government  has  done  something,  it  has 
hf  no  means  done  its  utmost  to  prohibit  the  trade. 
I  had  the  honor  last  year  to  submit  a  proposal  to 
punish  those  ensaged  in  the  slave  trade  with  death ; 
and,  although  &e  proposition  was  adopted  in  this 
House,  it  was  rejected  in  the  Senate.  Two  years 
since,  when  gentlemen  objected  against  the  bill  for 
the  recovery  of  fugitive  slaves  that  it  mi^t  afford 
a  cover  for  kidnapping,  I  submitted,  in  connexion 
with  that  bilL  a  section  inflicting  the  punishment 
of  death  on  the  offence  of  kidnapping.    But  that 

Emishment  was  thought  too  severe  *,  and  the 
ottse,  on  the  motion  of  a  gentleman  f^om  Ver- 
mont, struck  out  th^  capital  punishment,  and  in- 
serted two  or  three  years  imprisonment.  The 
slaveholdin^  State  of  V irgpnia  has  made  kidnap- 
mng  a  capital  offence,  whilst  gentlemen  from  the 
North,  who  abhor  slavery^  cannot  be  brouffht  to 

Sunish  that  offence  otherwise  than  as  a  trivial  mis^ 
emeanor.  The  laws  of  the  Union  to  prohibit  the 
importation  of  slaves  have  generally  left  their 
whole  efficacy  to  the  vigilance  and  virtue  of  com- 
mon informers,  who  would  seldom  be  found  to 
carry  prosecutions  to  a  termination  in  sections  of 
the  coontry  where  the  slave  trade  was  not  unpop- 
ular. Under  some  of  our  laws  the  trade  itself  was 
carried  on ;  one  of  the  Southern  States  having 
canied  the  sale  and  detention  in  slavery  of  a  great 
number  of  imported  Africans,  under  the  express 
provisions  of  an  act  of  Congress.  Indeed,  we 
were  informed  last  year  bv  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  the  slave  trade,  that  the  importation 
of  slaves  had  been  found  profitable,  even  bv  suf- 
fering the  laws  of  Congress  to  be  executed,  and 
submitting  to  the  judgment  of  the  court  in  prose- 
cutions under  them.  We  are  not  entitled  to  talk 
of  the  inefficacy  of  our  ordinary  powers,  or  from 
hence  to  infer  an  authority  to  ourselves  incompat- 
ible with  the  interests  of  many  of  the  States,  until 
we  shall  have  fully  exercised  those  powers,  and 
cured  the  defects  oil  our  nast  legislation. 

When  Mr.  Pizidall  had  concluded,  the  Com- 
mittee rose,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Monday,  February  14. 

Mr.  Sbbqeakt  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  cit^r  of  Philadel- 
{Aia,  suggesting  many  alterations  in  the  existing 
tariff  of  duties  on  imports,  and  recommending  an 
increase  of  the  duties  on  French  brandies  and 
silks,  and  that  the  duties  on  the  wines  of  Spain 
and  Portugal  may  be  reduced:  which  memorial 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  ojf  Wajrs  and  Means. 

Mr.  Rankin  presented  a  memorial  of  James 
Wilkinson,  late  a  major  general  in  the  Army  of 
the  United  States,  detailing  his  services  and  suffer- 
ings in  the  cause  of  his  country,  from  the  com- 


mencement of  the  war  of  the  Revolution  to  the 
close  of  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  and  pray- 
ing to  be  indemnified  against  the  effects  <^  a  Jttd|^- 
ment  for  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  with 
costs  of  suit^  recovered  against  him  by  General 
John  Adair,  m  consequeaee  of  his  having  arrested 
the  said  Adair  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  in  the 
year  1806,  on  a  charge  of  his  being  concerned  in 
the  alleged  conspiracy  of  Aaron  Burr;  which  was 
refored  to  a  select  committee.  And  Mr.  Rankin, 
Mr.  Van  RENSflBLAn,  Mr.  Rinooold,  Mr.  Stro- 
TBBB,  and  Mr.  Abohbb  of  Maryland,  were  appoint- 
ed the  said  committee. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  the  military  service  of  the  Umted 
States,  for  the  year  1830 ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to 
which  is  committed  the  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  the  Nary  during  the  year  1820. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Anthony  S.  Delisle, 
Edward  B.  Dudley;,  and  John  M.  Van  Cleef,"  re^ 
ported  the  same  without  amendment,  and  the  bill 
was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  same  committee,  also  re- 
ported the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  '^An  act 
for  the  reli^  of  the  President,  Directors,  and 
Company,  of  the  Merchants'  Bank  of  Newport,  in 
Rhode  Island,"  without  amendment ;  and  the  bitt 
was  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  hut 
appointed. 

TRADE  WITH  THE  INDIANS, 

Mr.  Soutbabo,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affiiirs,  reported  a  bill  to  continue  in  force,  for  a 
further  time,  (until  the  3d  of  March,  1821,)  the  act 
establishing  trading-houses  with  the  Indian  .tribes ; 
which,  being  read  twic»— 

Mr.  S.  oteerved,  that,  as  the  bill  contained  no 
appropriation,  and  as  the  act  which  it  proposed  to 
continue  in  force  would  expire  on  the  first  of  next 
month,  he  moved  that  the  bill  be  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Walkbb,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  that 
the  bill  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House. 

Mr.  SouTBABo  could  see  no  reason  for  its  taking 
this  course^  As  he  had  observed,  the  act  would 
expire  on  the  first  day  of  March.  If  this  bill  went 
to  a  Committee  of  tne  Whole,  it  would  be  a  long 
time  before  it  would  be  reached  on  the  orders  of 
the  day.  This  delay  would  allow  the  act  to  ex- 
pire, which  would  be  very  injurious  to  the  public: 
mterest,  as  it  would  derange  the  whole  of  the  ex- 
isting system  <^  Indian  trade,  dbc. ;  and  unless  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  had  some  new 
system  prepared,  or  some  changes  to  propose,  it 
would  be  useless  to  retard  the  present  bill,  and  pro- 
duce the  injury  and  confusion  which/would  ensue 
if  the  existing  act  were  to  expire  without  timely 
le^lation,  &c. 

Mr.  Walkeb's  motion  was  rejected  by  a  large 
majority.    He  then  moved  that  the  bill  be  laid  on 
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the  table ;  which  motion  was  lost — ayes  10 — and 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time  to-morrow. 

THi:  MISSOURI  BILL. 

The  House  then  again  went  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  this  bill. 

Mr.  CuBBMAN  addressed  the  Chair  as  followtt: 

Mr.  Chairman :  I  rise,  not  with  the  expectation 
of  giving  any  new  light,  but,  as  a  representative 
of  the  people,  to  acquaint  them  with  the  reasons 
which  will  influence  the  vote  which  I  shall  give. 
The  gentlemen  who  have  preceded  me  have  en- 
tered deeply  into  the  subject;  I  shall  but  touch  on 
the  surface.  They  to  facts  added  embellishment; 
I  come  before  you  with  a  plain,  unvarnished  tale. 
They  gave  you  a  sumptuous  feast  of  substantial 
viands;  mine  is  the  humbler  office  to  regale  you 
•with  the  whijfs  and  tarts,  and  the  lighter  materials 
of  the  entertainment.  Those  gentlemen  have  con- 
densed their  arguments;  I  must  be  indulged  in  a 
decent  range.  They  address  you  from  the  fullness 
of  their  intellectual  funds;  I  profess  to  have  pre- 
meditated. They,  by  mingling  the  pleasant  with 
the  useful,  carried  on  every  vote;  I,  superficial  in 
matter,  and  barren  of  facts,  shall  think  myself 
happy  to  obtain  a  solitary  suffrage. 

I  rose,  sir,  with  diffidence,  and  I  almost  repent 
the  rashness  of  the  attempt  to  mix  in  the  debate. 
With  a  sensibility  unprotected.  I  have  entered  the 
combat  with  the  Grohahs  of  the  Capitol,  clad  as 
they  are  in  heavy  armor,  and  defended  by  coats  of 
mail.  To  their  ponderous  lances  and  massy  spears, 
I  have  no  weapons  to  oppose  but  my  stone  ana 
sling,  my  arrow  and  bow.  I  seek  honorable  war- 
fare; and  this,  from  the  generous  and  gallant 
spirit  of  my  antagonists,  I  am  sure  to  receive.  If, 
at  any  time,  I  should  draw  my  bow  at  a  venture, 
an  arrow  hurled  by  my  feeble  arm  can  never 
wound  any  King  in  Israel. 

With  the  emrarrassments  which  are  incident  to 
the  occasion.  I  mingle  regret.  I  regret  that  one  of 
my  honorable  colleagues  should  have  exerted  so 
much  of  his  ingenuity  on  a  cause  viewed  by  his 
constituents  and  mine  with  emotions  not  the  most 
complacent.  With  this  regret  mingles  astonish- 
ment. I  am  astonished  that  he  should  labor  to 
brand  an  attempt,  as  wise  as  it  is  patriotic^  to  pre- 
vent the  further  extension  of  slavery  with  infamy; 
that,  to  render  this  attempt  peculiarl^r  odious,  ne 
should  liken  it  to  certain  proceedings  in  the  East, 
which,  to  say  the  least,  were  as  injudicious  as 
they  were  abortive;  but,  in  his  opinion,  fraught 
with  the  most  deleterious  mischiefs.  My  worthy 
colleague,  as  well  as  myself,  was  born  near  the 
place  where,  as  he  facetiously  stated,  the  pilgrims 
agreed  to  be  ^governed  by  the  laws  of  G^  till 
thw  could  make  better.'**  I  believe,  sir,  the  laws 
of  God  are  still  in  force  in  the  place  to  which  he 
alluded,  and  that  they  still  have  influence  on  the 
hearts  and  lives  of  the  descendants  of  those  pil- 
grims. His  ancestors,  as  well  as  mine,  were  at- 
tached, sincerely  attached,  to  the  vital  principles 

*  Mr.  Holmes  applied,  by  mistake,  this  simple  in- 
consistency to  the  Fathers  of  Plymontb. 


of  liberty  and  the  equal  rights  of  man .  They  save 
justice  and  humanity,  as  well  as  truth,  a  high 
rank  among  the  social  virtues. 

Should  we  depart  from  their  principles  of  lib- 
erty and  of  rectitude,  their  spirits  would  be  uneasy 
in  the  abodes  of  the  blessed ;  they  would  regard  us 
with  the  emotions  of  indignation,  and  be  troubled 
at  the  de^neracy  of  their  sons. 

It  is,  sir,  painful  to  me  to  remember  that  my 
native  State  has  erred.  I  can  derive  no  consola- 
tion from  exposing  to  public  view  her  aberrations. 
It  is  not  decorous  m  a  son  to  behold  the  nakedness 
of  a  father.  It  is  filial  to  turn  his  back  on  parental 
failings,  or  approach  with  reverence,  and  cover 
them  over  with  some  well-wrought  veil.  I  cannot 
view  with  complacency  any  attempts,  from  what- 
ever quarter,  to  degrade  Massachusetts  in  the  esti- 
mation of  the  public.  Indulge  me,  sir,  in  an  ex- 
pression of  respect.  What  I  shall  say  will  be  but 
a  short  episode  connected  with  the  principal  sub- 
ject. Massachusetts,  sir,  is  the  place  of  my  birth. 
There  are  the  sepulchres  of  my  fathers,  for  six  gen- 
erations.   There  is  my  alma  mater. 

**  Centum  complexa  nepotes, 

Omnes  CBlicolas,  omnes  sapera  alta  tenentes." 

There  did  I  spend  the  halcyon  days  of  youth  in 
acquiring,  as  I  trusty  some  useful  knowledge.  There, 
in  company  with  kindred  spirits.  I  have  enjoyed  the 
''  feast  of  reason  and  the  flow  or  soul."  And  there 
have  I  formed  some  of  the  purest  friendships  which 
the  heart  owns  and  the  understanding  ratifies. 

Massachusetts  has  much  to  command  the  respect 
and  affection  of  all  her  descendants.  The  Goddess 
of  Liberty,  if  not  born  there — ^there  she  was  rocked 
in  the  cradle.  There  she  received  her  nourishment. 
There  she  attained  her  fair  proportions,  her  har- 
mony of  features,  and  her  elegance  of  stature  ;  her 
beauty  of  countenance,  its  expression  and  bloom. 
There  she  unfolded  her  charms.  There  she  held 
her  seat  with  the  emblems  of  her  state,  the  ensigns 
of  her  power.  There  were  her  arms — there  her 
chariot,  her  sceptre,  and  her  crown.  There  she 
still  rules,  in  the  hearts  of  an  enlightened  people, 
who  acknowledge,  with  gratitude,  the  wisdom,  the 
justice,  and  the  beneficence  of  her  reign.  Time 
was,  when  Massachusetts  stood  so  high  in  the  es- 
timation of  the  States,  that  no  one  dare  mention 
her  name  but  with  honor.  In  statesmen,  patriots, 
and  sages,  she  mi^ht  vie  with  any  State  in  the 
Union.  If  Virginia  had  her  Washington  in  the 
field,  Massachusetts  had  her  An AMS  in  negotiation. 
Nor  is  our  countrv  more  indebted  for  her  independ- 
ence to  the  martial  achievements  of  the  one,  though, 
glorious,  than  to  the  diplomatic  skill  and  firmness 
of  the  other,  equally  glorious.  Massachusetts,  sir, 
has  not  lost  all  her  original  brightness.  The  recent 
spots  on  her  character  ought  to  disappear  in  the 
splendor  of  her  former  renown. 

In  advocating  the  claims  of  Missouri,  arguments 
have  been  addressed  to  our  sympathy.  At  the 
word  sympathy  I  turn  my  attention  to  tne  extreme 
east.  Hinc  Ul^x  lacryma — there  I  behold  matter  for 
tears.  Maine  \  ill-fated  Maine !  The  story  of  her 
woes  would  make  the  an&;els  weep !  Yet  there 
are  those  who,  owing  to  her  favor  their  honors 
and  station,  seem  to  be  unmoved  at  her  misfortunes. 
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Wrapped  up  in  oniTersal  patriotism,  they  find  no 
room  in  their  breasts  for  partial  attachment ;  and, 
insensible  to  real  sufferings,  reserve  all  their  tears 
for  scenes  of  fictitious  distress.  I  see  nothing  more 
in  the  wild  foxes  *  of  Missouri,  than  the  grazing 
animals  of  Maine,  to  move  our  sympathy,  except 
their  sagacity  and  art. 

It  is  not  my  design,  sir,  as  I  proceed,  to  avail 
myself  of  the  auxiliary  of  religion  or  conscience  in 
my  cause.  Under  the  specious  garb  of  religion, 
much  that  is  evil  has  been  done  to  the  world.  And 
conscience  is  a  convenient  hobby-horse,  on  which, 
when  the  politician  is  mounted,  he  usually  ascends 
so  high  into  the  srial  regions,  that  he  loses  sight 
of  all  terrestrial  objects.  Not  by  the  floating  no- 
tions of  the  head,  nor  by  the  fervid  sensations  of 
the  heart,  but  by  the  sound  maxims  of  wisdom, 
must  we  legislate.  Not  the  abstractions  of  meta- 
physics or  tne  visions  of  philanthropy ^  but  the  Con- 
stitution, and  the  treaties  made  by  its  legitimate 
authority,  and  become  the  supreme  law  of  the  land, 
and  the  safety  of  the  people,  must  be  the  guides  of 
the  statesman. 

The  Constitutional  right  of  Congress  to  impose 
the  restriction  in  question,  has  been  so  perspicuously 
illustrated  and  evinced  by  honorable  gentlemen 
from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Hemphill  and  Mr.  Sfr- 
GEANT,)  as  well  as  an  honorable  gentleman  from 
New  York,  (Mr.  Tayloh,)  whose  talents  and  pa- 
triotism would  do  honor  to  any  cause  or  nation, 
that  any  attempt  to  afford  strength  to  their  argu- 
ment^, may  seem  a  useless  effort ;  nevertheless,  as 
the  whole  force  of  the  enemy  is  made  to  bear  on 
this  citadel  of  our  power,  I  shall  direct  some  of  my 
force  to  this  point.  Here  we  must  take  our  defence. 
If  driven  from  this  stronghold,  we  must  surrender 
at  discretion.  I  believe,  however,  that  this  fortress, 
if  ably  defended,  will  be  impregnable;  that  it  can- 
not be  carried  either  by  force  or  storm,  by  artful 
manoeuvring  or  direct  attack. 

I  preface  the  observations  which  i  am  about  to 
make,  by  saying,  that,  as  the  organs  by  which  we 
perceive,  are  not  equally  perfect  in  all  men,  and 
that,  as  no  language  in  which  ideas  are  conveyed 
to  the  mind  is  so  precise  and  definite  as  in  all  cases 
to  preclude  all  uncertainty  or  doubt  as  to  the  meaning 
of  written  instruments,  statesmen,  equally  honest, 
equally  intent  on  the  public  weal,  in  reasoning  on 
these  instruments^  may  draw  different  inferences 
and  come  to  difierent  results.  Not  only  do  our 
ablest  lawyers  differ  in  opinion  in  their  construc- 
tion of  the  same  statute,  but  our  learned  judges, 
with  minds  the  most  luminous,  comprehensive, 
and  discriminating,  and  liable  to  no  undue  bias, 
are  not  always  united  in  one  and  the  same  opinion, 
on  csLses  growing  out  of  the  laws,  treaties,  or  Con- 
stitution. For  men  to  differ  in  opinion  is  so  com- 
mon, on  interesting  questions,  that  it  ought  not  to 
cause  any  surprise.  We  ought  rather  to  weigh 
each  other's  argument  in  an  impartial  scale,  judge 
with  candor,  and  deem  those  not  as  enemies,  but 
friends,  to  the  country,  who  put  constructions  on 
the  Constitution  different  frem  our  own. 


*  A  gentleman  in  his  delivered  apcocb,  used   this 
term. 


With  respect  to  the  explanations  to  be  given  to 
the  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  there  are  some 
helps  and  guides.  These  are  the  definite  objects 
which  the  people  had  in  ordaining  and  establish- 
ing the  Constitution,  and  the  general  powers  which 
it  srants.  What  are  these  ?  The  object  is  thus 
denned :  "  We,  the  people  of  the  United  States,  in 
'  order  to  form  a  more  perfect  union,  establish  jus- 
<  tice,  insure  domestic  tranquillity,  provide  for  the 
'  common  defence,  promote  the  general  welfare, 
'  and  secure  the  blessings  of  liberty  to  ourselves 
'  and  our  posterity,  do  ordain  and  establish  this 
'  Constitution." 

Among  the  seneral jg^rants  of  powers  are  these : 
Congress  shall  have  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes, 
duties,  imposts,  and  excises :  Confess  shall  have 
power  to  pay  the  debts  of  the  nation,  and  provide 
for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare. 
Congress  shall  have  power,  applies  to  each  and 
every  article  and  clause  of  the  eighth  section  as 
well  as  to  the  first.  That  this  is  grammatically 
correct  I  will  not  refer  gentlemen  to  the  learned 
President  of  Transylvania  University,  (Rev.  Hor- 
ace Holley,  formerly  of  Boston,)  but  to  the  pupils 
under  his  tuition.  This  distinguished  character, 
to  whom  I  have  alluded,  lately  shone  conspicu- 
ously in  the  East,  and  is  now  illuminating  a  dif- 
ferent region,  where  I  trust  he  will  impart  some 
useful  notions.*  Useful  notions  of  liberty,  useful 
notions  of  the  Constitution,  useful  notions  of  gov- 
ernment, just  notions  of  science,  literature,  and  the 
arts  i  correct  notions  of  language  and  grammar ; 
elevated  notions  of  religion  and  morals ;  and  re- 
fined notions  of  manners^  decorum,  and  taste.  For, 
though  Kentucky  may  justly  boast  of  her  orators, 
statesmen,  and  political  economists ;  yet  some  of 
'  the  notions  which  I  mentioned  might  add  lustre  to 
her  nre-eminent  fame.  ^ 

Tnat,  in  a  legislative  sense.  Congress  shall  have 
power,  applies  to  all  the  articles  and  clauses  of  the 
section  is  to  be  inferred  from  the  nature  of  the  case 
as  well  as  from  the  correspondence  to  the  language 
used  in  the  preamble,  where  the  expression  is  more 
full  and  definite,  and  the  object  more  clearly  stated. 
The  people  here  declare  that,  to  "  provide  for  the 
conunon  defence  and  promote  the  general  welfare, 
they  ordain  and  establish  this  Constitution." 

But,  if  a  different  construction  should  prevail, 
what  will  gentlemen  obtain  ?  If  it  should  he  con- 
ceded that  Congress  only  have  the  power  to  lay 
and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  ana  excises,  and 
to  pay  the  debts  of  the  nation  for  the  common  de- 
fence and  general  wdfare,  it  follows,  of  course, 
that  the  common  defence  Is  to  be  provided  for,  and 
the  general  welfare  to  be  promoted ;  and  that  Con- 
gress have,  for  these  purposes,  the  control  of  the 
whole  revenue  of  the  nation — i  contend,  sir,  for  no 
more. 

I  am  as  willing  as  as  any  gentleman  can  be  to 
acknowledge  that  the  real  sovereign  of  our  coun- 
try is  the  people;  and  that  Congress  are  but  the 
ministers  of  this  sovereign.  But  this  absolute  sov- 
ereignty resides,  not  in  minute  portions  or  States, 

*  A  gentlemen  from  Kentucky  had  frequently  re- 
peated, end  given  a  pecalier  emphasis  to  the  term. 
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but  in  the  whole  people,  whose  will,  expressed  by 
their  Constitutional  organs,  is  the  law,  and  must 
be  obeyed.  But  what  rules  shall  the  ministers  of 
the  sovereign  people  ohsenre  in  the  administration 
of  his  Government?  Certainly  his  written  in- 
structions, in  the  exercise  of  a  sound  discretion  in 
applying  general  expressions  of  his  will  to  particu- 
lar cases,  and  in  adapting  to  exigencies,  as  they 
arise,  such  measures  as  best  comport  with  the 
known  character  of  his  Goyemment.  When  we 
dissolved  our  political  connexion  with  Britain,  we 
asserted  the  power  of  doins  what  independent  na- 
tions of  right  might  do.  What  may  mdependent 
nations  of  rijght  do  ?  May  they  not  of  right  pro- 
vide for  their  common  defence  and  j;eneral  wd- 
fiire  ?  If  we  have  not  this  rifht  it  is  in  vain  to 
boast  of  our  independence.  We  are  still  colonies, 
or  at  best  like  some  of  the  minor  States  in  Europe, 
which,  with  a  nominal  independence,  are  sup- 
ported and  controlled  by  nei|pboring  kin^oms. 
Is  not  such  a  condition  degrading?  Does  it  com- 
port with  the  high  spirit  which  ought  to  be  cher- 
ished by  our  country?  That  there  should  be  a 
sovereign  people,  and  not  have  the  right  to  provide 
for  their  safety  and  well  being,  is  to  me  the  great* 
est  of  all  solecisms.  And  to  contend  for  the  right, 
and  deny  the  power  of  exerting  it.  in  the  only 
mode  by  which  the  people  can  act,  tneir  Constitu- 
tional organs,  is  renaering  the  right  nu^tory. 

Gentlemen  may  state  extreme  cases  m  order  to 
shock  us  with  the  consequences  of  our  doctrine. 
By  this  license  of  reasoning,  the  most  useful  truths 
might  be  refuted ;  the  most  important  virtues  ren- 
dered doubtful.  For  cases  may  be  supposed  in 
which  filial  obedience,  conju^l  affection,  and  grat- 
itude to  benefactors,  lose  their  obligation.  If  gen- 
tlemen are  of  opinion  that  Congress  have  not  the 
power  to  provide  for  the  common  defence  and 
general  welfare,  because  this  power  may  be  abused, 
I  know  not  to  what  lengths  such  an  opmion  would 
lead  them.  To  reason  consistently,  they  must  in- 
hibit to  mankind  the  use  of  reason  and  religion — 
for  these  may  be  abused*  They  must  proscribe  all 
that  is  valuable  \  they  must  inhibit  to  themselves 
the  use  of  their  own  extraordinary  ingenuity  and 
locution ;  for  these,  too,  are  capable  of  being  per- 
verted, or  exerted  in  a  wrong  cause. 

Grentlemen  also  may  attempt  to  excite  an  alarm 
by  giving  an  unnatural  extent  and  enormity  to  the 
Mwers  possessed  by  the-  national  Government. 
They  may  liken  them  to  the  powers  conferred  on 
the  Consul  when  the  Roman  Senate  decreed  that 
he  should  take  care  that  the  commonwealth  should 
receive  no  detriment.  For  mv  part  I  should  be 
alarmed  if  the  Constitution  did  not  confer  this 
power.  I  should  deem  it  as  defective  as  the  old 
Confederation.  I  should  believe  it  to  be  justly 
described  by  a  learned  theologian,  (the  late  Dr. 
D wight,)  who,  as  he  expressed  it,  never  viewed  it 
bnt  with  the  emotions  which  he  felt  for  a  child  in 
his  first  essays  to  go  alone — tottering  instead  of 
waikinff,  ana  frequently  falling  on  me  floor  for 
want  of  strength  to  manage  his  steps.  I  contend 
that  the  power  which  is  claimed  for  the  Constitu- 
tion is  inherent  in  every  body  politic  which  has 
within  it  the  principles  of  its  own  preservation.  It 


is  not  an  attribute,  it  is  essential  to  sovereignty. 
This  power  is  conferred  on  Congress  in  stronger 
terms  than  by  the  decree  of  the  Roman  Senate 
which  confened  power  on  the  Consul.  In  the  lit- 
eral sense,  this  decree  only  gave  the  power  to  ward 
off*  injuries.  But  the  Constitution  is  more  expli- 
cit ;  in  unequivocal  language  it  confers  a  power 
on  Congress,  not  only  to  secure  the  commonwealth 
from  harm,  out  also  to  procure  for  it  good — to  pro- 
vide for  the  common  defence  and  promote  the  gen- 
eral welfare. 

It  was  from  the  defect  of  the  ordinary  powers 
of  the  Roman  Republic  that  it  was  so  liable  to  re- 
ceive detriment,  and  that,  to  guard  against  this 
detriment,  extraordinary  powers,  on  pressing  emer- 

Sencies,  were  conferred — such  as  were  implied  in 
le  decree,  or  the  creating  of  a  dictator.  These 
defects,  and  the  occasiosAl  supply  of  these  de- 
fects by  conferring  extraordinary  powers,  prov^ 
the  bane  of  the  commonwealth.  The  people  of 
the  United  States  deriving  wisdom  and  experi- 
ence from  the  misfortunes  of  others,  have  guarded 
against  the  rocks  on  which  they  split.  In  their 
civil  constitution  they  have  conferred  ample  pow- 
ers, competent  not  only  to  ordinary,  but  to  extra- 
ordinary exigencies.  Hence,  we  may  hope  for  the 
durability  and  perpetuity  of  our  Republic. 

I  do  not  apprehend  contradiction  to  my  posi- 
tions from  candid,  enlightened,  practical  states- 
men, versed  in  the  busmess  ot  legislation,  who 
will  have  the  goodness  to  understand  them.  I  will 
succinctly  state  them.    They  are  these : 

All  the  powers  of  sovereignty  are  inherent  in 
the  people  of  the  United  States.  These  powers 
can  only  be  exercised  but  by  the  organs  of  the 
people,  the  constituted  authorities ;  and  that,  in  the 
exercise  of  them,  and  their  application  to  particu- 
lar cases  and  emergencies,  these  authorities  must 
be  f^ded  by  their  own  judgment  and  discretion, 
enlightened  and  assisted  by  the  spirit  and  letter  of 
the  Constitution,  the  wisdom  of  ages  and  the  ju- 
risprudence of  nations. 

Unless  Congress  have  the  right  of  judging  and 
applying  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  Gov- 
ernment must  be  at  an  end.  The  Constitution  is 
not  capable  of  self-motion.  It  must  remain  a  caput 
mofiuum^—^ji  organized  body  without  a  living  soul. 
Some  power,  not  inherent  in  itself,  must  ^ive  it 
the  breath  of  life  before  it  can  move.  Without 
the  power  of  construction  and  applying,  I  have  to 
learn  what  there  is  for  Congress  to  do.  They  must 
be,  not  agents,  but  passive  instruments.  Would  you, 
sir,  have  Congress  to  consult  the  people  in  every 
step  they  take,  and  wait  for  their  sense  of  the  con- 
stitutionality of  every  thing  they  attempt?  This 
were  impracticable.  Womd  you  have  them  sub- 
mit to  the  dictation  of  the  States  ?  I  know  of  no 
political  hierarchy  in  the  proudest  of  them  that 
nas  the  high  prerogative  to  dictate  to  Congress 
what  constructions  are  to  be  put  on  the  provisions 
of  the  Constitution,  or  to  what  cases  these  shall  be 
applied.  I  am,  sir.  a  protestant  in  politics  as  well 
as  m  religion.  I  claim  the  right  or  private  judg- 
ment for  myself  and  associates,  I  deny  Uie  author- 
ity of  any  PanH/aif  Maximut  to  define  our  Consti- 
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tational  creed — to  declare  to  us  the  Catholic  faiih 
of  oar  Republic. 

Theameodment  to  the  Constitution  which  states, 
'*  The  powers  not  delegated  to  the  United  States, 
nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to 
the  States  respectively,  or  to  the  people,"  forms  no 
barrier  to  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  Congress 
for  which  I  am  contending.  The  question  arises : 
What  powers  are  granted  and  what  prohibited  ? 

**  Who  shall  decide  when  doctors  disagree, 
And  wise  casuists  dispute,  like  you  and  me  V* 

I  say,  as  before,  Congress,  in  the  first  instance, 
must  be  the  judfe  of  their  own  power ;  in  the 
second,  the  people;  and,  in  the  last  resort,  the 
Supreme  Judiciary  of  the  United  States.    I  place 
the  law,  constitutionally  enacted  and  sanctioned, 
above  the  people.    The  sovereign  hinuself  must 
be  bound  by  his  own  law.    If  Congress  err,  they 
err  at  their  peril.    And,  with  all  these  checks  and 
responsibility  upon  them,  is  there  any  danger  to 
be  apprehended  from  their  exercising  that  sound, 
enlightened  discretion  in  administering  the  Gov- 
ernment, without  which  the  Constitution  -  must 
remain   a  useless^  inanimate  machine  ?     What 
rules  of  construction  shall  Congress  adopt  in  de- 
termining what  powers  are  pr(^ibited,  and  what 
granted  ?    That,  sir,  which  is  sanctioned  by  the 
wisdom  of  ages,  and  prevails  in  our  courts  oi  law. 
In  doubtful  cases  the  construction  ought  to  be  in 
favor  of  the  grantee.    At  the  formation  of  the 
Constitution  the  States  acted  as  soverei^.    They 
made  grants  of  power  to  the  nation,    m  disputed 
cases  the  right  construction  is  that  which  favors 
the  nation.     This  rule  of  construction  ought  to 
prevail,  not  only  because  it  is  sanctioned  by  com- 
mon usage,  but  for   other   substantial   reasons. 
While  the  great  States  claim  powers  for  them- 
selves, bordering  on  absolute  sovereignty,  they  are 
inclined  to  deny  to  the  nation  the  power  of  self- 
preservation.    It  is  also  characteristic  of  all  Fed- 
eral Governments,  however  constructed,  to  have 
inherent  '^^eaknesses  or  defects.    You  cannot,  with 
good  effect,  legislate  for  States,  nor  coerce  obe- 
dience to  your  authority,  without  civil  war.    The 
safety  of  our  Republic,  the  peace  and  domestic 
tranquillity  of  the  people,  demand  constructions 
which  give  to  the  General  Government  a  national 
form  and  energy.    Such  constructions  are  best 
adapted  to  give  permanency  and  strength  to  the 
system,  and  secure  the  blessings  of  liberty  to  our- 
selves and  our  posterity.    There  can  be  no  danger 
from  such  constructions.    I  am  bold  to  affirm  that 
the  powers  possessed  by  the  nation  have  in  no  in- 
stance been  materially  abused.    They  have  been 
uniformly  exerted  for  the  common  aefence  and 
general  welfare.    Hence,  the  General  Government 
has  become  a  favorite  with  the  people.    They  con- 
sider it  as  a  nursing  father,  ana  cherish  towards  it 
a  filial  reverence  and  affection.    With  as  much 
confidence  can  I  affirm,  that  the  disaffection  and 
disturbances  which,  at  times,  have  existed  in  o'ur 
country,  hare  had  their  origin  in  the  jealousies 
and  amoition  of  the  aspiring  States,  and  were  ex- 
cited and  fomented  by  certain  leaders  who  influ- 
enced the  counsels  ana  dictated  the  policy  of  those 


States;  and  that,  but  for  the  artifices  of  such 
leaders,  there  would  have  been  neither  insurgency, 
sedition,  clamor,  nor  scarcely  a  murmur  of  disap- 
probation. 

The  safety  of  our  Republic,  the  integrity  of  the 
Union,  the  quietude  and  harmony  of  the  people, 
imperiously  demand  that  the  proud  aspiring  States 
should  be  taught  to  know  their  distance,  to  lower 
their  lofty  crests,  to  revolve  in  their  humble  orbs 
around  the  National  Government,  the  sun  of  the 
system,  and  lose  their  dazzling  radiance  in  the 
superior  splendor  of  his  beams. 

1  am  not,  sir,  for  annihilating  the  States.  They 
ought  to  possess  full  power$t  to  enact  municipal 
laws  and  to  administer\nunicipal  justice — ^to  regu- 
late their  internal  police — to  conduct  their  local 
concerns.  But  I  deny  the  right  of  the  proudest 
among  them  to  interfere  with  the  high  preroga- 
tives of  the  National  Government. 

On  the  doctrines  of  checks  and  balances,  the 
qualified  local  sovereignties  may  be  of  use  in  the 
general  system ;  they  may  check  the  National  Got« 
ernment,  if  ascending  too  high  on  the  wheel  of 
prerogative.  But  it  is  to  be  feared  that  more  fre- 
quently will  they  retard  its  useful  movements.  As 
connected  with  their  own  power  and  importance, 
as  well  as  from  a  common  sympathy,  they  may 
euard  the  people's  rights,  and  defend  their  privi- 
leges. But  more  generally  will  they,  like  the 
great  barons  of  the  ieudal  times  of  Europe,  under 
some  colorable  pretext  of  restraining  the  preroga- 
tive of  the  lord  paramount,  aim  to  abridge  nis 
legitimate  authority^  and  take  from  him  the  power 
to  promote  the  felicity  of  the  nation.  It  neither 
savors  of  political  wisdom  nor  enlightened  patriot- 
ism to  be  over-zealous  of  power, 

I  believe,  sir,  it  will  ap|iear,  from  the  civil  his- 
tory of  the  world,  that  as  many  nations  have  lost 
their  independence,  and  the  people  their  liberty, 
from  the  deficiency  of  power  in  the  governments 
to  provide  for  the  conmion  defence  and  general 
welfare,  as  from  the  abuse  of  powers  committed 
to  their  trust.  To  what  cause  shall  we  trace  the 
misfortunes  of  Poland,  but  to  the  jealousy  of  the 
nobles,  in  denying  to  the  supreme  executive  of 
the  nation  the  power  competent  to  provide  for 
the  common  defence  and  general  welfare?  To 
what  is  owing  the  weakness  and  unwieldineas  of 
Germany,  but  to  the  defect  of  power  in  the  head, 
arising  trom  the  federal  ingredients  of  which  the 
Empire  is  composed  ?  And  in  the  feudal  times  to 
which  I  allude,  how  did  the  people  lose  their  lib- 
erties? Harassed  by  the  perpetual  strifes,  ani- 
mosities, confusions,  and  petty  wars,  of  the  feudal 
lords,  they,  for  the  most  part,  threw  their  weight 
in  the  scale  of  the  Crown,  and  parting  with  their 
liberty  for  safety  and  protection,  took  shdter  under 
the  shadow  of  the  throne.  Like  causes  may  pro- 
duce like  effects ;  and  if  ever  the  people  of  the 
United  States  should  depart  from  our  confederated 
Republic,  it  will  be  owing  to  the  turnioils,  se- 
ditions, insurgencies,  and  civil  commotions,  ex- 
cited and  fomented  by  the  aspiring  States.  The 
people,  wearied  out  by  such  turbulent  scenes,  will 
part  with  their  freedom  for  security,  and  s^k  peace 
and  quietude  under  a  consolidated  govemmeat, 
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wielded  by  a  siagle  arm.  Unless  the  exercise  of  a 
sound  discretion  be  allowed  Congress  in  applying 
general  provisions  of  the  Constitution  to  particular 
cases,  I  know  not,  Mr.  Chairman,  what  you  have 
to  say  in  defence  of  some  of  the  most  important 
measures  of  the  Goyernment.  I  know  not  what 
the  advocates  of  these  measures  can  offer  in  de- 
fence of  your  military  academies  or  national  bank  ? 
I  know  not  what  justification  you  could  offer  to 
the  people  of  the  £ast  for  what  they  suffered  by 
the  restrictive  system.  "Congress  shall  have 
po^er  to  regulate  commerce."  But  it  is  only  in 
the  exercise  of  your  judgment  that  you  apply  the 
right  to  regulate  commerce  to  the  cases  mentioned. 
Some  of  our  ablest  lawyers,  whose  patriotism  and 
attachment  to  the  Government  coiud  not  be  sus- 
pected, uniformly  denied  the  justness  of  this  appli- 
cation. 

In  fine,  sir^  I  know  not  what  will  become  of  the 
treaty  by  which  Lousiana  was  ceded  to  the  United 
States.  "  New  States  may  be  admitted  into  the 
Unicm."  The  power  here  conferred,  if  you  only 
regard  the  natural  import  of  the  terms,  the  sense 
in  which  they  could  be  understood  by  the  framers 
of  the  Constitution,  would  hardly  justify  you  in 
purchasing  kingdom  after  kingdom,  continent 
after  contment,  and  placing  no  bounds  to  our 
country  but  those  which  limit  the  globe  itself. 

Do  you  inquire,  sir,  whether,  by  these  observa- 
tions, I  intend  a  censure  ?  I  frankly  reply  I  do 
not.  I  approve,  I  applaud  a  liberal,  oold.  manly 
policy ;  the  policy  of  Washington,  whicn  raised 
the  genius  of  our  country,  and  added  dignity  to 
the  American  character.  I  applaud  the  statesman 
or  the  hero  who  poises  himself  on  his  own  mag- 
nanimity, and,  setting  at  defiance  the  vulgar  cen- 
sures of  the  great,  performs  noble  achievements  for 
the  glory  and  felicity  of  his  country.  Such  states- 
men ana  heroes  are  the  boast  and  glory  of  a  nation — 
its  ornament  and  defence. 

From  the  tenor  of  the  preceding  observations,  it 
is  obvious  that  Congress  are  invested  by  the  Con- 
stitution with  powers  to  impose  such  restrictions 
on  citizens  as  the  common  defence  and  general 
welfare  require,  provided  there  be  no  express  pro- 
visions to  the  contrary. 

But  is  there  no  barrier  to  these  restrictions  aris- 
ing from  treaty  ?  This  topic  I  shall  waive,  as  a 
further  discussion  of  it  would  be  superfluous.  It 
has  been  ably  treated,  and  in  a  masterly  manner, 
by  a  pre-eminent  statesman — a  meml>er  of  the 
other  House — a  native  of  Maine — a  statesman 
whose  intellectual  endowments  are  unrivalled  but 
by  his  moral  virtues — whose  luminous  mind  irra- 
diates the  nation  and  reflects  a  lustre  on  his  native 
State.    [Hon.  Rufus  King.] 

But,  conceding  the  power  and  right  on  Consti- 
tutional and  treaty  ground  to  impose  restrictions, 
have  you  no  scruples  arising  from  a  sense  of  jus- 
tice, the  sacredness  of  property  ?  Has  not  every 
citizen  a  claim  on  the  Government  to  be  secured 
in  his  possessions?  Propertv  in  our  country  is 
sacred.  It  is  guarantied  by  tne  letter  and  spirit  of 
our  laws. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  how  is  a  black  slave  to  be 
considered  ?    As  property,  or  a  human  being  ?    I 


believe,  sir,  neither  wholly  one  nor  the  other,  but 
partly  both.  When  gain  is  concerned,  the  black 
slave  is  considered  as  property  3  but.  when  power 
is  in  question,  he  is  dignified  with  tnree-fifths  the 
attributes  of  a  man.  As  far  as  property  is  to  be 
affected,  you  ought  to  proceed  with  caution.  For 
if,  by  mere  dint  of  power,  you  can  take  awa)[  a 
part,  the  principle  on  which  you  act  would  justify 
you  in  taking  tne  whole;  and  the  citizen  might  he 
deprived  of  one  species  of  property  after  another, 
till  he  had  nothing  ieft  which  he  could  call  his 
own.  Happily,  the  restriction  contended  for  sanc- 
tions no  such  strides  of  power — ^no  such  injustice. 
It  gives  all  possible  security  to  property  in  posses- 
sion, and  provides  for  the  future,  that  a  human 
being,  whatever  be  his  complexion,  in  the  Terri- 
tory or  State  of  Missouri,  shall  feel  the  force  of 
these  self-evident  truths — that  God  created  all  tnan- 
kind  equal,  and  endofDed  them  toith  certain  inalienable 
rights — amongst  which  are  "  life,  liberty^  and  the 
pursuit  of  happiness."  Can  ingenuity,  aided  by 
elocution,  fix  a  stigma  on  such  a  just  and  wise  and 
liberal  policy  in  the  opinion  of  the  enlightened 
world  ?  It  is  somewhat  singular  that  the  gentle- 
men who  are  so  fastidiouslv  delicate  respecting  the 
powers  of  Congress,  should  habitually  usurp  an 
unwarrantable  power  over  a  large  portion  of  their 
fellow-men.  What  is  your  riffht  to  make  an  Afri- 
can your  property,  but  the  right  of  the  strongest  ? 
By  the  same  right  the  Barbary  Powers  make 
slaves  of  their  prisoners  of  war.  God  has  no  at- 
tribute to  sanction,  such  injustice,  such  violation  of 
the  laws  which  he  originally  engraved  on  the  hu- 
man mind. 

Property  itself,  sir,  if  not  a  creature  of  the  law, 
by  law  is  modified,  restrained,  or  regulated  in  its 
use.  In  a  state  of  society,  respecting  many  kinds 
of  property,  no  man  has  a  right  to  do  what  he  will 
with  his  own.  It  cannot  be  used  by  him  to  the 
destruction  of  others.  No  man  is  permitted,  by 
law,  to  set  fire  to  his  own  house  in  the  midst  of  a 
city,  however  convenient  it  might  be  to.  him  to 
have  it  consumed.  In  a  number  of  instances  the 
laws  interpose  and  regulate  the  property  which 
men  have  m  animals,  or  restrain  or  limit  their  use. 
'  If  any  species  of  them  were  becoming  noxious  to 
any  section  of  country,  or  if  multiplying  them 
should  become  hurtful  and  injurious  to  the  com- 
munity, laws  might  be  enacted  to  prevent  the  mis- 
chievous effects. 

This  reasoning  is  applicable  to  every  species  of 
property,  of  every  complexion,  whether  blue,  or 
yellow,  or  black.  If,  therefore,  you  consider  your 
slaves  property — and  if  spreading  this  species  of 
property  over  the  Missouri  would  be  injurious  to 
the  best  interest  of  the  nation,  as  nothing  has  been 
stipulated  to  the  contrary,  on  the  principles  that 
reffulate  other  kinds  of  property,  Cong[ress  may  re- 
gulate or  prohibit  to  you  the  use  of  this. 

The  property  of  the  North  was  under  the  ban  of 
National  Government  for  years.  The  embargo  and 
restrictive  system  not  only  interdicted  to  us  the  use 
of  our  property,  but  cramped  our  enterprise.  They 
in  effect  annijiilated  our  property  in  navigation, 
and  denied  to  the  hardy  and  industrious  their  ac- 
customed means  of  support.    Numbers  who  lived 
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in  affluence,  and  promoted  industry,  circulating 
wealth,  and  refinement  through  the  community, 
were  by  those  measures  reduced  to  comparative 
poverty  and  distress.  Hence,  sir,  the  loud  call  on 
the  justice  of  the  nation  for  a  bankrupt  law,  to  re- 
store those  'who  suffered  in  that  common  cause  to 
a  standing  in  society ;  to  replace  them  in  situations 
in  which  they  may  be  encouraged  to  exert  their  in- 
dnstry  and  enterprise  for  the  iSnefit  of  themselves, 
their  families,  and  their  fellow-citizens. 

We  did  not  com|)lain  then,  nor  do  we  now  com- 
plain of  OUT  patriotic  privations.  We  gloried  in 
them,  because  -we  helieved  them  connected  with 
the  common  defence  and  general  welfare.  We 
ask  our  Western  brethren  to  behold  our  example, 
to  imitate  our  patient  loyalty,  to  rival  our  suffering 
virtue.  Their  trials,  compared  with  ours,  will  in 
experiment  be  found  light.  The  little  nnger  of 
the  commercial  'wras  heavier  than  the  whole  hand 
of  the  restriction  on.  slaves.  The  same  power 
which,  by  regulating  commerce,  destroyed  navi- 
gation, might  as  legitimately  be  exerted  to  pre- 
vent a  tramc,  domestic  as  well  as  foreign,  as  dis- 
graceful to  our  Republic  as  it  is  inconsistent  with 
ue  first  principles  of  liberty  and  the  inherent  rights 
of  Tuankmd. 

To  the  evils  of  slavery,  where  slavery  exists  by 
compact,  there  is,  perhaps,  no  adequate  remedy. 
But  not  to  prevent,  where  there  is  a  power  of  pre- 
vention, is  a  strange  repugnance  of  practice  to 
theory.  And  to  diminish  the  whole  quantity  of 
an  evil  by  making  it  more  extensive,  by  increasing 
it  in  a  tenfold  ratio,  appears  to  me  worse  than  that 
quackery  in  the  boasted  art  of  healing,  which,  in- 
stead of  extracting,  should  scatter  the  morbid  mat- 
ter of  the  diseased  part  throughout  the  whole  frame, 
till  all  that  was  sound  should  become  infected. 
Respecting  the  introduction  of  slavery  in  the 
Western  territory,  the  learned  aphorisms  of  the 
learned  gentleman,  (Mr.  Ranuolph,)  quoted  in  a 
learned  language,  would  apply  with  great  perti- 
nence and  force ;  ^'  resist  beginnings ;  an  ounce  of 
prevention  is  better  than  a  pound  of  remedy." 

Where  there  is  a  demand  for  any  commodity, 
there  the  market  will  be  sup])lied.  Open  a  nrofit- 
able  sale  for  slaves  in  the  Missouri,  and  Africans 
will  be  brought  there  to  market  by  all  means,  and 
from  all  quarters.  The  shortsighted  avarice  of 
individuals  will  elude  all  your  laws,  the  activity  of 
your  peace  officers,  the  vigilance  of  your  fleets  or 
armies.  In  opposition  to  aU  that  can  oe  done^  there 
will  be  fresh  importations,  and  undersellers  in  the 
market,  which  "will  defeat  the  hopes  which  you  in- 
dulge of  gain.  There  is  no  way  so  effectual  to 
Erevent  this  inhuman  traffic,  so  contrary  to  all 
iws  founded  on  the  broad  basis  of  universal 
equality,  both  hmnan  and  divine,  as  to  remove  all 
temptation,  to  render  the  trade  as  unprofitable  as 
it  is  odious.  This  will  be  laying  the  axe  at  the 
root  of  the  tree^  and  giving  it  a  fatal  stroke  by 
which  it  will  wi-ther,  droop,  and  die.  To  remove 
the  temptation,  and  to  render  this  traffic  unprofit- 
able, is  in  accordance  with  the  policy  so  early 
adopted,  and  so  perseverin^ly  pursued,  by  that 
society  to  whom  the  cause  of  humanity  is  indebted 

for  many  of  its  triumphs,  and  in  whose  lives  the 


principles  of  a  pure  and  benign  religion  are  exem- 
plified ;  1  mean  the  Friends.  As  they  have  the 
merit  of  being  among  the  first  to  concert  measures 
to  abolish  slavery,  they  can  feel  the  greater  joy  in 
seeing  their  labors  crowned  with  so  much  success. 
For  their  well  directed,  unrdenting  efforts  to  un- 
loose the  heavy  burden,  and  to  break  every  yoke, 
they  deserve  well  of  mankind,  and  wiU,  doubtless, 
receive  the  benedictions  reserved  for  those  who 
'^  break  the  rod  of  the  oppressor  and  let  the  prisoner 
go  free." 

In  the  course  of  this  debate,  Mr.  Chairman,  fre- 
quent references  have  been  made  to  the  state  papers, 
or  history  of  Vermont.  But,  stripped  of  tne  col- 
oring of  tne  commentators,  who  have  taken  the  usual 
license  of  culling  their  texts  and  nutting  on  the 
gloss,  I  see  nothing  of  the  marvellous  m  them. 
What  were  the  claims  which  the  citizens  of  Ver- 
mont set  up  ?  Did  they  ever  claim  the  right  to 
control  the  Union,  or  to  intermeddle  with  the  hi^h 
prero^tives  of  the  nation  ?  Did  they  ever  claim 
the  right  to  dictate  to  Congress  what  measures 
should  be  adopted,  what  policy  should  be  pursued, 
what  construction  should  be  put  on  the  Constitu- 
tion ;  in  what  manner  its  provisions  should  be  ap- 
plied ?  Did  they  ever  claim  the  right  to  take  from 
the  National  Government  the  power  to  provide  for 
the  common  defence  and  general  welfare  ?  I  be- 
lieve, sir,  that  the  brave,  modest,  patriotic  citizens 
of  Vermont,  for  so  they  ought  to  oe  characterized, 
never  made  such  arrocant  pretensions. 

All  I  can  find  in  their  history  is.  the  right  of  self- 
government  asserted,  the  right  ot  regulating  their 
own  internal  concerns,  by  their  own  authority ;  of 
managing  the  affairs  of  their  own  State  in  their 
own  way.  Have  these  rights  ever  been  denied  to 
any  of  the  States  ?  Have  any  attempts  been  made 
to  infringe  them  ?  Their  bold  and  spirited  lan- 
guage was  warranted  by  the  occasion.  They  had 
For  years  existed  as  an  independent  State,  and  aided 
the  United  States  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  They 
sued  for  an  admission  into  the  Union.  Their  suit, 
as  they  thought,  was  evaded  by  vexatious  delays. 
They  felt  themselves  trifled  with  by  those  wno 
wielded  the  powers  of  the  Confederacy.  They 
perceived,  or  thought  they  perceived,  an  equivoca- 
ting spirit,  not  consistent  with  equity  or  honor. 
Thev  expressed  themselves  in  the  warmest  language 
of  tne  passions.  They  8trujgg:Ied  for  years,  and, 
after  all,  as  the  price  or  admission  into  the  Union, 
had  to  submit  to  such  conditions  as  Congress  saw 
fit  to  impose,  one  of  which  was  the  relinquishment 
of  a  large  tract  of  land.  Such  is  the  infinite  dis- 
similitude in  the  two  cases,  between  that  of  Mis- 
souri and  that  of  Vermont^  that  no  inference  can 
be  drawn  from  the  one,  which  can  fairly  be  applied 
to  the  other. 

Much,  Mr.  Chairman,  has  been  said  about  the 
State  rights  of  Missouri.  But,  where  is  the  State 
of  Missouri  ?  In  what  section  of  the  country  does 
it  lie  ?  For  my  part,  I  know  of  no  such  State  in 
the  Union.  There  is  none  of  that  name  among 
the  twenty-two  that  compose  the  Confederacy  of 
States.  Inhabiting  a  valuable  Territory,  called 
Missouri,  ceded  to  the  United  States  in  rail  sove- 
reignty, there  are  citizens,  I  presume,  respectable^ 
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worthy  cidzensy  amenable  to  our  Goyemmeat  and 
laws.  But  I  know  not  bjr  what  authoiitf  any  por- 
tion of  citizens,  however  respectable,  can  claim  the 
attributes  of  soTereignty  and  the  State  ri^ts,  till 
they  are  a  sovereign  State.  This  would  k  claim- 
ing ^Tileges  and  immunities,  and  for  non-exist- 
ences. 

When  Missouri  shall  become  a  State;  and  be 
admitted  into  the  Union,  she  may  then  talk  of  her 
State  rights  and  sovereignty.  But,  at  present, 
such  langua^  is  premature.  Where  State  rights 
exist,  there  is  no  attempt  of  the  General  Grovem- 
ment  to  interfere  with  them.  The  restriction  is 
not  to  be  imposed  on  a  State,  but  on  citizens  of  the 
United  States.  We  legislate  for  individuals,  and 
not  for  the  State  of  Missouri — no  such  State  is 
known.  The  reasonings  in  favor  of  the  State 
rights  of  a  non-existing  State  must  be  on  assumed 
premises,  and  the  conclusion  drawn  unwarrantable. 
They  presuppose  what  does  not  exist,  and  they  en- 
dow non-existence  with  the  rights  and  attributes  of 
a  sovereign.  The  foundation  on  which  you  build, 
having  no  soliditv.  your  superstructure,  however 
towermg,  must  fall  to  the  ground. 

As  connected  with  the  question  before  you,  Mr. 
Chairman,  gentlemen  have  enlarged  on  the  right  of 
self-government.  As  apidied  to  a  body  pmitic, 
what  do  they  intend  by  self-ffovernment  1  Do  they 
mean  its  ri^ht  to  blindlv  foOow  the  bent  of  some 
rulinff  passion — the  ri^pt  to  trample  on  the  rights 
of  others— the  right  of  a  part  to  give  laws  to  the 
whole*— -the  right  to  disturb  the  peace  of  the  com- 
munity in  pursuit  of  a  favorite  ohject  ?  Self-gov- 
ernment, applied  to  bodies  of  men,  as  well  as  to 
an  individual,  includes  the  control  of  the  passions, 
their  subordination  to  reason,  the  guidance  of  dis- 
cretion, the  submitting  to  rules  and  precedents,  de- 
riving their  authority  from  inherent  fitness,  public 
experience,  the  established  maxims  of  the  times, 
and  the  condensed  wisdom  of  ages.  Gentlemen, 
I  am  sensible,  are  shocked  at  the  doctrine  of  pre- 
cedents. But  what  will  they  substitute  in  their 
place?  Their  own  opinions,  formed  on  thespur  of  the 
occasion,  influencea  by  interest  and  caprice?  This, 
sir,  would  be  acting  from  desultory  emotions,  and 
not  according  to  n^thod  or  rule.  It  would  be  set- 
tiuff  up  an  i^U/aiuua  in  nlace  of  the  {wlar  star. 

Many  fine  tales  are  tola  us  about  a  spirit  of  com- 
promise, of  amity,  of  accommodation.  And,  to 
move  us  to  make  sacrifices  on  the  altar  of  public 
harmony,  the  example  of  the  sages  who  formed  the 
Constitution  b  set  before  us  in  all  its  allurements. 
But,  sir,  what  have  we  to  compromise?  Or  what 
is  your  ^idpro  qml  For  emoluments  and  pow- 
er on  your  part,  will  you  give  us  commercial  re- 
strictions, inhibitions  of  a  profitable  trade?  Will 
you  give  us  the  privilege  of  paying  duties  on  im- 
ports without  allowing  us  credit,  and  of  exporting 
wuhout  debentures  ?  Will  you  give  us  the  pleas- 
ure of  spilling  our  blood  and  expending  our  treas- 
ure in  your  service,  to  enhance  your  importance, 
and  to  swell  your  triuinphs  ?  With  such  gifts,  sir. 
we  are  already  well  satisfied — ^we  have  had  our  full 
share.  Do  usjwtioe,  and  reserve  your  bounties  for 
those  who  n^  them.  On  some  future  emergen- 
cies they  may  be  more  opportune. 


Between  the  members  of  Congress  and  the  del- 
egates who  formed  the  Constitution,  there  is  an 
infinite  difference.  Out  of  unequal,  unpliant,  or 
heterogeneous  materials,  made  ready  to  their  hands, 
they  had  to  form  a  harmonious  system.  Of  course, 
it  became  necessary  to  compare,  to  adjust,  to  ac- 
commodate, and  so  adapt,  and  to  dispose  of  the 
parts,  as  to  produce  a  beautiful  and  magnificent 
whole.  They  were  delegated  for  this  special  pur- 
pose, and  haa  the  right  to  compromise.  We  haye 
no  such  right.  We  are  not  negotiators,  but  legis- 
lators. It  is  our  oflice,  not  to  make  bargains,  hut 
to  enact  laws.  We  have  no  legitimate  power  to 
buy  or  sell,  or  make  sain  of  the  people  whom  we 
represent,  or  to  transfer  any  portion  of  their  privi- 
leges from  one  section  of^our  country  to  accom- 
modate that  of  another.  I  believe,  sir,  that  the 
States,  with  all  their  boasted  pltnipoUnct,  never 
possessed^  or  delegated  their  right  to  commit  poli- 
tical sacrilege  or  simony. 

We  are  not  the  architect^  but  the  superintend- 
ents of  the  civil  edifice  which  the  Convention 
erected.  Our  general  duties  are  imj^lied  in  our 
oflice.  It  is  our  province  to  keep  this  beautiful 
structure  of  liberty  in  repair,  to  preserve  its  sym- 
metry, and  to  guard  it  from  all  injuries.  It  would 
be  a  oreach  of  trust  to  suffer  any  of  its  apartments 
to  be  occupied  by  those  who  would  sap  its  foun- 
dations, impair  its  strength,  or  deface  its  omancients. 

I  haye  yet  to  learn,  sir,  why  all  this  sensibility, 
this  animation,  thb  alarm  ?  why,  (m  the  innocent 
proposition  before  you,  cry  havoc,  and  let  dip  the 
dogs  of  war  ?  Are  State  riffhts^  where  no  State  is, 
in  danger?  Is  a  pure  and  disinterested  regard  to 
the  people  of  Missouri  the  predominant  passion  ? 
Are  you  sure,  sir,  that  your  patriotic  ardor,  your 
manly  zeal,  to  prevent  the  encroachments  of  pow- 
er, have  no  spice  of  ambition,  no  tincture  of  ava- 
rice? Search,  sir,  your  own  breast  before  you 
sarcastically  comment  on  our  philanthropy  and 
religion.  It  has  been  frequently  asserted,  by  gen- 
demen  who  are  endded  to  the  highest  considera- 
don,  that  Gkf  all  curses  with  which  our  countiy  is 
afflicted  that  of  black  slavery  is  the  greatest  Why^ 
then,  are  our  attempts  to  prevent  this  curse  from 
being  entailed  on  a  fair  porUon  of  our  territory 
viewed  with  such  abhorrence?  Is  there  more 
than  meets  the  cnre?  Do  you  perceive  some  hid- 
den nuschief  lurxing  under  the  attempt?  Do  you 
pereeive  wisdom  and  virtue  laboring  to  strengthen 
the  Union,  establish  justice,  and  insure  domestic 
tranquillity?  Do  you  pereeive  concealed  under  it 
the  sword  and  the  purse  to  be  wielded  by  the  sound 
diacredon  of  Congress  to  provide  for  the  common 
defence  and  eenmd  welfare?  Or  do  you  seem 
to  perceive  the  movements  of  a  gallant  army, 
conducted  by  able  commanders,  whose  brdliant 
achievements  have  secured  peace  and  prosperity 
to  the  country  and  covered  themselves  with  glory ! 
No  wonder  you  startle,  change  color,  and  turn 
pale.  At  the  glorv  and  felicity  of  our  country,  the 
most  stout'hearted  of  our  polidcians  seem  to  be 
appalled. 

They  see  in  them  a  monstrous  prodiey,  huge, 
ill-«hapen,  from  which  light  is  departed.  They 
are  amazed  at  the  spectacle-^he  hair  of  their 
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beads  stand  erecr  with  horror,  and  their  roice 
cleaves  to  their  jaws : 

'*Monstnim   horrendum,  informe,  ingens,  cai  lamen 

ftdeiDptaai. 
**  Obstopui,  steteruntque  corns,  et  vol  faucibus  hsaitJ 

I  should,  sir,  here  offer  an  apology,  did  I  not,  in 
these  embellishments  of  speech,  imitate  the  exam- 
ple of  Virginia.^  Massachusetts,  reprobate  as  she 
IS,  may  yet  be  permitted  to  hold  a  taper  to  the 
light  of  the  sun. 

As  the  scaffolding  of  ambition,  or  as  a  mere  in- 
strument to  retain  power,  I  do  not  advocate  the 
restriction.  I  seek  no  victory  but  that  of  princi- 
ple— no  triamph  but  that  of  the  common  defence 
and  general  welfare.  To  me  it  is  indifferent  by 
which  section  of  the  country  the  sceptre  is  wielded, 
if  it  be  wielded  by  justice,  directed  by  wisdom,  and 
tempered  by  clemency. 

I  care  not,  sir,  by  whose  counsels  the  nation  is 
swayed,  if  by  these  counsels  the  public  safety  and 
happiness  is  promoted.  1  care  not  what  State  ex- 
erts a  paramount  influence,  if  that  influence  is 
salutary  and  benign.  If  Virginia  will  always 
give  us  a  WAsaiNQToN  for  President,  that  ancient 
and  honorable  State  may  enjoy  that  pre-eminence 
forever. 

In  the  course  of  the  debate  insinuations  have 
been  made,  which  cannot  be  misunderstood.  It 
would  indicate  stupidity  to  misconstrue  them.  I 
shall  not  waste  time  to  repel  them,  but  solicit  your 
aftention  to  a  statement  which  I  am  about  to 
make. 

You  have,  sir,  in  your  pleasure  pounds  certain 
Duisances ;  in  order  to  prevent  their  rank  growth, 
you  spread  them  over  your  farm.    And  because 
they  are  there  becoming  hurtful,  you  attempt  to 
disburden  your  lands  by  diffusing  them  over  the 
surrounding  country.    The  peofJe  who  are  to  be 
affected  by  your  attempts  to  spread  such  nuisances 
among  them,  gently  remind  you  of  the  unfairness 
of  your  proc^ings,  and  point  out  to  you.  in  re- 
spectful language,  the  injurious  effects  whicn  must 
result  from  your  conduct.    These  you  meet  with 
menace,  invective,  and  sarcasm,  and  pronounce 
their  precautions  to  prevent  a  growing  mischief, 
as  tinctured  with  malice  aforethou|;ht,  a  delibe- 
rate design  to  accomplish  your  rum.    Or,  Mr. 
Chairman,  you  have  a  seat  in  Italy,  near  iBtna  or 
Vesuvius — ^you  apprehend  danger  iroin  the  erup- 
tions  of  the  mountains;  and  to  guard  against  the 
injurious  efl^ts^  you  form  nuumlnes  to  extract 
from  these  mouotains  the  superfluous  lava,  and 
conductors  to  convey  it  to  the  surrounding  king- 
doms, and  thus,  to  free  yourself  from  fear  and 
alarm,  overwhelm  all  Europe  in  one  undistin- 
guishable  ruin. 

The  calamities,  sir,  which  you  are  preparing 
for  yourself  and  posterity,  by  spreading  slavery 
over  the  Western  world,  are  oeyond  calculation ; 
they  will  be  infinite.  The  pestiferous  mischief 
will  take  deep  root  in  that  luxuriant  soil,  and 
vigorously  flourish.    A  black  population  will  over- 


*  A  gentleman  from  that  State  bad  made  a  free  use 
of  Latin. 


flow  the  land;  The  sable  herds  will  roll  back  upon 
you,  carrying  death  and  misery  in  their  train,  and 
oecome  more  destructive  to  the  American  Repub- 
lic than  were  the  Groths  and  Vandals  to  the  Roman 
Empire.  I  shudder  at  the  thought  of  being  an  in- 
strument of  entailing  such  a  pest  on  my  country. 

Blind  to  the  consequences  of  your  actions,  to  the 
passions  of  the  moment^  will  you  sacrifice  the  hap- 
piness of  ages  ?  Perceiving  the  bowl  which  con- 
tains the  deleterious  |>oison  presented  to  the  lips  of 
our  country,  which,  if  swallowed,  will  contami- 
nate her  bipod,  and  enervate  her  Constitution,  we 
call,  and  we  call  aloud  on  her,  to  refuse  the  po- 
tion. For  this  more  than  patriotic  attempt,  this 
act  of  filial  piety,  are  we  to  be  considered  as  de- 
signing knaves  or  honest  madmen  ?  To  deter  us 
from  saving  our  country  from  disgrace,  debility, 
and  decay,  do  you  present  to  our  senses  spectacles 
the  most  shocKing?  Do  you  assail  the  ear  with 
the  most  alarming  sounds ;  the  eye  with  all  that 
is  to  the  sight  terrific ;  the  preludes  of  battle,  and 
the  direful  results  ?  Are  we  made  to  hear  and  see 
the  clangor  of  the  tmmpet,  the  clash  of  arms,  the 
dyim^  groans,  and  garments  rolled  in  blood  ?  Are 
we  forced  to  behold,  in  prospective,  as  the  result 
of  our  enlightened  policy,  the  waters  of  some 
among  the  largest  of  our  rivers  discolored  with 
gore,  and  their  channels  choked  up  by.  the  man- 
gled bodies  of  the  slain  ?  Where,  sir^  is  to  be  the 
scene  of  these  horrific  transactions,  this  deplorable 
catastrophe?  On  the  banks  of  the  Ddaware  or 
the  Hudson  ?  Most  probably  those  of  the  Hudson 
will  be  preferred,  as  there  imagination  has  laid  the 
ficene  of  the  second  Hartford  Convention — ^there 
the  insidious  plot  to  provide  for  the  common  de- 
fence and  general  welfare — ^there  the  constructive 
treason  against  the  prescriptive  rights  of  the  South. 

Heap,  sir,  from  the  exuberant  fertility  of  your 
imaginations,  terror  upon  terror,  and  cause  war 
and  slaughter,  and  death  and  carnage,  civil  com- 
motions, and  national  convulsions,  to  pass  in 
review  before  the  eye  of  fancy ;  threaten  to  pour 
out  upon  us  all  the  evils  of  randora's  box,  or  to 
let  loose  all  the  plagues  of  the  bottomless  pit ! — all 
is  in  vain.  Neither  threats  nor  devices  nor  ma- 
noeuvres nor  arts  crimsoned  with  blood,  will  deter 
us  from  deliberately  adopting  and  steadily  pursu- 
ing a  wise,  equitable,  and  htunane  policy,  calcu- 
lated to  perfect  ^  the  Union,  establbh  justice,  insure 
'  domestic  tranquillity,  provide  for  the  common 
'  defence,  promote  the  general  welfare,  and  secure 
'  the  blessings  of  liberty  to  ourselves  and  our  pos- 
'  terity."  I  ought,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  ask  pardon 
for  the  frequent  repetition  of  this  sentiment.  It  is 
music  to  my  ear,  though  to  the  ears  of  others  it 
seems  to  be  more  unwelcome  than  the  fame  of  the 
hero  of  Pensacola  or  New  Orleans. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  not  apprehensive  that 
these  calamities  will  have  any  existence  but  in  dis- 
turbed imaginations.  I  entertain  a  better  opinion 
of  the  good  sense  of  the  people.  I  cannot  believe 
that  any  large  portion  of  them,  because  a  momen- 
tary passion  is  not  gratified,  wHl  desert  the  stand- 
ard of  the  Union.  We  are  liable  to  be  deceived, 
even  by  our  senses.  The  eye,  the  most  perfect  of 
them,  does  not  always  present  the  true  image  oi 
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things.  The  ear  is  still  more  dEillacioas.  The  feel* 
ings  excited  and  expessed  here  are  not  the  crite- 
rioa  of  pahlic  sentiment.  And,  to  judge  of  the 
common  mind  by  what  is  witnessed  in  the  Capitol, 
von  are  liable  to  the  same  deception  as  yon  would 
DC  to  judge  of  the  atate  of  the  air,  from  the  wind 
blowing  into  a  close  room  through  a  crevice  or  aper- 
ture. From  the  loudness  or  shnllness  of  the  noise, 
you  might  suppose  that  without  there  were  storms, 
tempests,  humeanes,  and  tornadoes — ^  the  war  of 
elements  and  the  crush  of  worlds !"  But  go  abroad 
and  you  behold  a  serene  sky,  a  placid  sun,  and  a 
salutary  breeze,  only  sufficient  to  purify  the  atmos- 
phere from  noxious  vapors,  and  to  prevent  the 
corruption  which  all  things  contract  by  too  much 
rest. 

But,  should  some  ckaiee  spiriU  among  the  people, 
disappointed  in  their  favorite  project,  communi- 
cate their  own  ardor  and  passion  to  numbers,  and 
excite  them  to  rebellion,  what  would  be  the  conse- 
quence 1  The  whole  history  of  our  Republic  will 
inform  you.  No  combinations  against  the  Na- 
tional Crovemment  have  prospered.  It  has  gained 
strength  m  every  rencontre.  Its  arm  is  not  so 
shortened  that  it  cannot  save ;  its  energy  is  not  so 
impaired  that  it  cannot  protect  itself  or  enforce 
its  mandates.  That  power  which  authoritatively 
said  to  the  North  srive  up,  will  with  equal  eflfect 
say  to  the  South  keqp  hack,  and  to  the  West  peace. 
hestiUI 

But.  sir,  as  imagination  is  free,  I  will  suppose 
that,  through  the  arts  of  the  designing,  a  spint  of 
disaffection  and  revolt  should  be  communicated  to 
a  lar^e  section  of  our  country,  and  a  formidable 
rebellion  raised  against  tbe  laws  enacted  by  the 
Supreme  Legislature,  and  sanctioned  by  the  Su- 
preme Judicial  authority,  and  approved  by  the 
well-affected  people, — ^whaU,  sir,  would  be  our  pol- 
icy 7  Think  you,  that  to  save  our  friends  in  that 
section,  we  should  interpose — that  we  should  spill 
our  blood  and  waste  our  treasure  to  coerce  you  to 
a  good  temper  and  submission  ?  No,  sir,  we  should 
leave  you  to  "  reap  the  fruits  of  your  ways"  and 
^^be  filled  with  your  own  devices."  Time  and 
suffering  would  restore  you  to  soundness  of  mind, 
and  bring  you  back  to  your  allegiance. 

Those  who  moved  you  to  treason  would  be  an- 
swerable for  consequences.  All  the  blood  spilt 
would  be  on  their  own  heads.  They  would  be 
responsible  for  the  crimes  committed  to  God,  to 
their  country,  and  to  the  civilized  world. 

Attempt  no  longer  to  alarm  our  fears  about  the 
safety  of  the  Union.  The  Union  is  not  a  rope  of 
sand-— it  is  a  "  threefold  cord,  which  cannot  easily 
be  broken." 

We  of  the  extreme  East  have  evinced  our  at- 
tachment to  the  Union,  even  "  at  times  which 
tried  men's  souls---when  your  summer's  soldier 
and  sunshine  patriot  shrunk  from  danger."  On 
the  apprehension  of  danger  to  the  Union,  we  ral- 
lied round  its  standard,  defended  it  with  our  lives 
and  fortunes,  and  made  our  breasts  its  ramparts. 
What,  sir,  is  our  reward  ?  We  come  to  you  for  a 
small  booD,  and  that  boon  is  delayed.  Missouri, 
the  adopted  Missouri,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  true 
heir,  has  supplanted  u^  in  your  affections.    This 


Missouri,  lately  an  alien  from  the  family,  and 
scarcdy  of  an  age  to  unfold  her  charms,  at  the 
gentlest  tap  at  your  door,  most  be  welcomed  into 
your  drawinff-room  with  all  her  menial  servants 
postrate  at  ner  feet,  or  the  whole  House  thrown 
mto  confusion.  But  Maine,  with  all  the  beauty, 
the  bloom,  the  fragrance,  of  eighteen,  who  has 
been  devoted  to  your  service,  is  received  with  cruel 
neglect,  and  only  permitted  to  pass  your  thresh- 
old on  the  condition  of  assocatins  with  your 
slaves.  Is  this  your  treatment  of  a  child  who  has 
ever  been  dutiful,  and  manifested  in  aU  her  con- 
duct the  most  filiad  tenderness  and  respect  1  When 
she  asks  of  you  bread,  do  yon  give  ner  a  stone  ; 
when  she  desires  a  fish,  do  you  sting  her  with  a 
scorpion  ?    ^  Tankene  animi»  caiettHms  mg  P"' 

We  justly  complain  of  this  partiality  to  your 
new  favorite — if  not  an  illegitimate,  yet  of  foreign 
extraction  and  mixed  Uood.  1  speak  allegoricaDy 
and  mean  no  offence.    Do  you  threaten,  if  Mu» 

,  not  in  her  teens,  be  not  gratified  in  all  her 

fond  humors,  to  raise  disturbances  in  the  fam- 
ily— to  sow  the  seeds  of  discord  among  breth- 
ren— to  set  the  **  father  acainst  the  son,  the  son 
against  the  father,  the  momer  against  the  daugh- 
ter, and  the  daughter  against  the  mother''— -to  tear 
up  the  foundation  of  domestic  peace  ?  Look,  sir, 
at  the  consequences  of  your  actions.  Coimt  the 
cost,  compote  the  gain,  cimsider  which  section  of 
our  country  has  most  to  lose  by  secession  from  the 
Union,  by  disaffection  and  revolt.  The  North  is 
the  region  of  strength.  The  Eastern  grand  sec- 
tion of  the  Union  has  wealth  and  resources.  It 
has  valor,  patriotism,  and  an  enterprising  spirit. 
It  has  navigation  and  commerce.  It  has  a  free 
population — an  intdligent,  industrious,  virtuous 
people — ^the  nerve,  the  sinew,  the  vital  princi^e, 
the  life-blood  of  a  Republic.  With  these  advan- 
tages, and  wisdom  to  avail  ourselves  of  them,  are 
we  to  be  driven  from  our  pursuit  of  the  general 
welfare  through  menace  or  fear?  Reproach  us 
not  with  the  sterility  of  our  soil,  the  severity  of 
our  climate.  The  labor,  sir,  of  freemen  will  make 
any  soil  fertile — ^liberty,  any  climate  delightful. 
Industry,  enterprise,  and  commerce,  lead  to  wealth, 
and  wealth  to  power  and  importance.  Need  1 
mention  the  States  which,  less  favored  by  nature, 
in  some  respects,  with  commerce,  industry,  enter- 
prise, have  taken  an  imposing  attitude,  and  com- 
manded the  deference  of  surrounding  nations  ?  I 
refer  you  to  the  Venetians  and  Dutch ;  1  refer  you 
to  the  English,  who.  by  navigation,  commerce, 
and  manufacturing  skill,  attained  to  great  wealth 
and  splendor,  and,  at  times,  wielded  the  destiny  of 
Europe.  I  repeat  it,  dierefsre^  do  your  utmost,  by 
a  disloyal  and  refractory  spirit,  to  dissolve  the 
Union,  and  accomplish  your  object ;  we  have  the 
least  to  fear. 

We  are  prepared  for  the  worst,  though  we  seek 
the  best.  We  shall  cline  to  the  Union  as  long  as 
there  is  the  least  hope  of  safety.  But  if,  through 
the  unmanly  jealousies,  the  headstrong  passions, 
the  ill-directed  ambition  of  the  proud,  aspiring 
States,  this  Union  must  be  dashed  to  pieces,  we 
shall  not  perish.  Escaping  on  some  of  the  larger 
firagments,  of  these  we  sl^  reconstruct  a  vessel 
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of  State,  in  which,  if  not  with  so  much  glory,  we 
msLy  be  wafted  alopg  on  a  gentle  current  of  pros- 
perity, and  enjoy  peace,  safety,  and  felicity* 

But,  sir,  the  people  of  the  United  States  have 
too  Tnuch  good  sense,  patriotism,  and  civic  virtue, 
to  lose  sight,  for  any  length  of  time,  of  their  true 
interest,  of  their  saostantial  glory.  There  is  in 
them  a  redeeming  spirit.  They  will  never  jeop- 
ardize the  Union  to  gratify  momentary  passions, 
faowe?er  inflamed  or  strong.  They  know,  br  ex- 
perience, that  the  measures  of  Government^  wnich, 
at  the  time  of  their  adoption,  have  excited  the 
greatest  ferment,  and  caused  the  greatest  agitation, 
and  seemed  to  be  the  preludes  to  national  convul- 
sions, in  operation  have  been  found  to  have  con- 
tributed most  to  the  safety,  peace,  and  glory  of  the 
nation.  Such  was  President  Washington's  proc- 
lamation of  neutrality,  and  the  policy  which  en- 
sued, by  which  our  country  was  saved  from  an 
unprofitable  and  calamitous  war.  Such  was  the 
treatv  negotiated  by  the  honorable  John  Jay,  un- 
der tne  auspices  of  which  our  country  attained  to 
a  prosperity  unexampled  in  the  history  of  nations. 
These,  sir,  were  ein]Miatically  the  halcvon  days  of 
our  Republic.  And  such,  without  tne  spirit  of 
prophecy,  I  believe  will  be  the  restriction  on  sla- 
very in  our  Western  territory.  The  succeeding, 
if  not  the  present  feneration,  after  the  fervor  ol 
the  moment  shall  sobside,  will  view,  with  mingled 
emotions  of  regret  and  astonishment,  the  present 
opposition  to  a  measure^  which  will  have  become 
their  ark  of  safety — ^their  rock  of  defence. 

I  am  not,  sir,  among  the  diviners  of  the  times, 
who  imagine  that  the  sun  of  our  glory  will  go 
down  at  noon.  I  rather  predict  that  it  will  con- 
tinue to  shine  with  healing  in  its  beams,  and  shed 
on  a  more  extended  horizon  increased  light,  and 
splendor,  and  Joy.  Were  I  to  give  scope  to  im- 
agnation,  I  might  see  in  prospective  a  va&t  acces- 
sion of  territory,  of  population,  of  wealth,  and 
grandeur  to  our  nation.  In  this  prospective  view, 
the  Canadas,  with  New  Brunswick  and  Nova 
Scotia,  allured  by  the  wisdom  and  beneficence  of 
oar  instituticms,  will  stretch  out  their  hands  for  an 
admission  into  this  Union.  The  Floridas  will  be- 
come a  willing  victim.  Mexico  will  mingle  her 
lustre  with  the  federal  constellation.  South  Ame- 
rica, in  token  of  fellowship,  will  burn  incense  on 
our  Republican  altar.  The  Republic  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  shall  hare  dominion  from  sea  to  sea, 
from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  and  from 
the  river  Columbia  to  the  ends  of  the  earth.  The 
American  Eafi^le,  in  a  serene  sky,  will  soar  aloft  to 
the  stars  ofHearen.  Fame,  with  her  loudest 
trumpet,  will  sound  the  greatness  of  our  country 
from  pole  to  pole.  The  proudest  nations  of  the 
^lobe,  in  admiration  of  her  renown,  shall  court 
her  friendship.  The  blessings  of  oiu  Government 
shall  be  felt  throughout  the  world.  Its  influence 
^U  come  down  upon  all  the  people  like  rain  on 

the  mown  grass — as  showers  that  water  the.  earth. 

Id  the  i^enitude  of  its  power  shall  the  righteous 

flourish,  and  abundance  of  peace,  so  long  as  the 

moon  endureth. 
Mr.  Wood,  of  New  York,  followed  Mr.  Cush- 

9U!f,  and  advocated  the  restriction. 


Mr.  PtNCKNET,  of  South  Carolina,  addressed 
the  Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman:  It  was  not  my  intention  at  first, 
and  it  is  not  now  my  wish,  to  rise  on  this  import- 
ant question :  one  that  has  been  so  much  and  so 
ably  discussed  in  both  branches  of  Congress:  one 
that  has  been  the  object  of  so  many  meetings  of 
the  people  of  the  difierent  States,  and  of  so  many 
resolutions  of  the  legislatures,  and  instructions  to 
their  members:  but  I  am  so  particularly  circum- 
stanced, that  it  is  impossible  to  avoid  it.  Coming 
from  one  of  the  mostimportant  of  the  Southern 
States,  whose  interests  are  deeply  involved,  and 
representing  here  a  city  and  district  which,  I  be- 
lieve, export  more  of  our  native  products  than  any 
other  in  the  Union;  having  been  also  a  member  of 
the  Old  Congress,  some  important  acts  of  which 
are  brought  mto  question  on  this  occasion,  and* 
above  all,  bein^  the  only  member  of  the  General 
Convention  which  formed  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States^  now  on  this  floor,  and  on  whose 
acts  rests  the  great  question  in  controversy,  how 
far  you  are  or  are  not  authorized  to  adopt  this 
measure,  it  will,  from  all  these  circumstances,  be 
seen  that  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  avoid  request- 
ing your  permission  to  state  some  observations  in 
support  of  the  vote  I  shall  give  on  a  question, 
certainly,  the  most  important  that  can  come  be- 
fore Congress:  one,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  on  which 
mav  depend,  not  only  tne  peace^  the  haiminess, 
ana  the  best  interests,  but,  not  improbably,  the 
existence  of  that  Union  which  has  been,  since  its 
formation,  the  admiration  of  the  world,  and  the 
pride,  the  glory,  and  the  boast,  of  every  American 
bosom  that  beats  within  it. 

In  performing  this  solemn  duty,  I  trust  I  shall 
do  it  with  that  deference  to  the  opinions  of  others 
which  it  is  always  my  duty  to  show  on  this  respect- 
able floor,  and  that  I  shall  be  as  short  as  the  nature 
of  the  subject  will  permit,  and  completely  moderate. 
Indeed,  in  questions  of  this  importance,  moderation 
appears  to  me  to  be  indispensable  to  tne  discovery 
of  truth.  I,  therefore,  liunent  extremely  that  so 
much  warmth  has  been  unnecessarily  excited,  and 
shaU,  in  the  remarks  I  may  make^  studiously  avoid, 
what  I  conceive  the  decorum  of  debate  ought  to 
enjoin  upon  every  member. 

At  the  time  I  left^  or  sailed,  from  the  city  I  here 
represent,  scarcely  a  word  was  said  of  the  Missouri 
question ;  no  man  there  ever  supposed  that  one  of 
such  magnitude  was  before  you.  i,  therrfore,  have, 
since  the  serious  aspect  this  subject  has  assumed, 
receive  numerous  inquiries  on  it,  and  wishes  to 
know  my  opinion  as  to  the  extent  and  consequen- 
ces of  it.  I  have  candidly  replied,  that,  so  far  as 
respects  the  regaining  an  ascoidency  on  both  the 
floors  of  Congress ;  of  refining  the  possession  of 
the  honors  and  ofl&ces  of  our  Government ;  and  of, 
through  this  measure,  laying  the  foundation  of  for- 
ever securing  their  ascendency,  and  the  powers  of 
the  Government,  the  Eastern  and  Northern  States 
had  a  high  and  deep  interest.  That,  so  far  as  re- 
spects the  retaining  the  honors  and  ofl^ces  and  the 
powers  of  theGiovernment,and  the  preventing  the 
establishment  of  principles  to  interfere  with  them, 
the  Southern  and  Western  States  had  equal  inter- 
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est  with  the  Northern.  But,  that,  when  we  con- 
sider to  what  lengths  the  right  of  Congress  to  touch 
the  question  ot  slavery  at  au  might  reach,  it  became 
one,  indeed,  of  tremendous  import. 

Among  the  reasons  which  have  indoced  me  to 
rise,  one  is  to  express  my  surprise.  Surprise,  did 
I  say  ?  I  ought  rather  to  have  said,  my  extreme 
astonishment,  at  the  assertion  I  heard  made  on 
both  floors  of  Concress,  that,  in  forming  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  and  particularly 
that  part  of  it  which  respects  the  representa- 
tion on  this  floor,  the  Northern  and  Eastern  States, 
or,  as  they  are  now  called,  the  non-slaveholding 
States,  have  made  a  great  concession  to  the  South- 
em.  in  minting  them  a  representation  of  three- 
fiftas  of  their  slaves ;  that  they  saw  the  conces- 
sion was  a  very  great  and  important  one  at  the 
time,  but  that  they  had  no  idea  it  would  so  soon 
have  proved  itself  of  such  consequence  j  that  it 
would  so  soon  have  proved  itself  to  be  by  far  the 
most  important  concession  that  had  been  made. 
They  say,  that  it  was  wrung  from  them  by  their 
affection  to  the  Union,  and  their  wish  to  preserve 
it  from  dissolution  or  disunion  ;  that  they  had,  for 
a  long  time,  lamented  thev  had  made  it ;  and  that, 
if  it  was  to  do  ov^r,  no  eartnly  consideration  should 
again  tempt  them  to  agree  to  so  unequal  and  so 
ruinous  a  compromise.  By  this,  I  suppose,  Mr. 
Chairman^  is  meant,  that  they  could  have  had  no 
idea  that  the  Western  and  Southern  States  would 
have  grown  with  the  rapidity  they  have,  and  filled 
so  many  of  the  seats  in  this  tifouse ;  in  other  words, 
that  they  would  so  soon  have  torn  the  sceptre  from 
the  East. 

It  was.  sir,  for  the  purpose  of  correcting  this 
great  and  unpardonable  error ;  unpardonable,  be- 
cause it  is  a  wilful  one,  and  the  error  of  it  is  well 
known  to  the  ablest  of  those  who  make  it ;  of  de- 
nying the  assertion,  and  proving  that  the  contrary 
is  the  fact,  and  that  the  concession,  on  thatoccasion, 
was  from  the  Southern  and  the  Northern  States, 
that,  amonfi^  others,  I  have  risen. 

ft  is  of  the  greatest  consequence  that  the  proof 
I  am  about  to  give  should  be  laid  before  this  na- 
tion ;  for,  as  the  inequality  of  representation  is  the 
great  ground  on  which  the  Northern  and  Eastern 
States  have  always,  and  now  more  particularly 
and  forcibly  than  ever,  raised  all  their  complaints 
on  this  subject,  if  I  can  show  and  prove  that  they 
have  not  even  a  shadow  of  right  to  make  pretences 
or  complaints ;  that  they  are  as  fully  represented 
as  they  ought  to  be ;  while  we.  the  Southern  mem- 
bers, are  unjustly  deprived  or  any  representation 
for  a  larre  and  important  part  of  our  population, 
more  valuable  to  the  Union,  as  can  be  shown, 
than  any  equal  number  of  inhabitants  in  the 
Northern  and  Eastern  States  can,  from  their  situ- 
ation, climate,  and  productions,  possibly  be.  If  I 
^can  prove  this,  I  think  I  shall  be  able  to  show  most 
cleany  the  true  motives  which  have  given  rise  to 
this  measure;  to  strip  the  thin,  the  cobweb  veil 
from  it,  as  well  as  the  pretended  ones  of  religion, 
humanity,  and  love  of  liberty ;  and  to  show,  to  use 
the  soft  terms  the  decorum  of  debate  oblige  me  to 
use,  the  extreme  want  of  modesty  in  those  who 
are  already  as  fully  represented  here  as  they  can 


be,  to  go  the  great  lengths  they  do  in  endeavoring, 
by  every  effort  in  their  power,  public  and  private, 
to  take  from  the  Souoiem  and  Western  States, 
which  are  already  so  greatly  and  unjustly  deprived 
of  an  important  part  of  the  representation,  a  still 
greater  share ;  to  endeavor  to  establish  tne  first 
precedent,  which  extreme  rashness  and  temerity 
have  ever  presumed,  that  Congress  has  a  right  to 
touch  the  question  and  l^slate  on  slavery ;  there- 
by shaking  the  property  in  them,  in  the  Southern 
and  Western  Stat^  to  its  very  foundation,  and 
making  an  attack  which,  if  successful,  must  con- 
vince them  that  the  Northern  and  Eastern  States 
are  their  greatest  enemies ;  that  they  are  preparing 
measures  for  them  which  even  Great  Britain,  in 
the  heat  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  when  all 
her  passions  were  roused  by  hatred  and  revenge  to 
the  highest  pitch,  never  ventured  to  inflict  upon 
them.  Instead  of  a  course  like  this,  they  ought, 
in  my  judgment,  sir,  to  be  highly  pleased  with 
their  present  situation ;  that  they  are  fully  repre- 
sentea,  while  We  have  lost  so  great  a  share  of  our 
representation ;  they  ought,  sir,  to  be  highly  pleased 
at  the  dexterity  anu  management  of  their  members 
in  the  Convention,  who  obtained  for  them  this 
great  advantage;  and,  above  all^  with  the  moder* 
ation  and  forbearance  with  which  the  Southern 
and  Western  States  have  always  borne  their  many 
bitter  provocations  on  this  subject,  and  now  bear 
the  open,  avowed,  and,  by  many  of  the  ablest  men 
amon^  tnem,  undisguised  attack  on  our  most  valu- 
able rights  and  properties. 

At  the  commencement  of  our  Revolutionary 
struggle  with  Great  Britain,  all  the  States  had 
slaves.  The  New  England  States  had  numbers 
of  them,  and  treated  them  in  the  same  manner  the 
Southern  did.  The  Northern  and  Middle  States 
had  still  more  numerous  bodies  of  them,  although 
not  so  numerous  as  the  Southern.  They  all  en- 
tered into  that  great  contest  with  similar  views, 
properties,  and  designs.  Like  brethren,  thej  con- 
tended for  the  benefit  of  the  whole,  leaving  to 
each  the  right  to  pursue  its  happiness  in  its  own 
way. 

They  thus  nobly  toiled  and  bled  together,  really 
like  brethren ;  and  it  is  a  most  remarkaUe  fact 
that,  notwithstanding  in  the  course  of  the  Revolu- 
tion the  Southern  States  were  continually  overrun 
by  the  British,  and  that  every  negro  in  tnem  had 
an  opportunitv  of  leaving  their  owners,  few  did ; 
proving  thereoy  not  only  a  most  remarkable  at- 
tachment to  their  owners,  but  the  mildness  of  the 
treatment,  from  which  their  affection  sprang^. 
They  then  were,  as  they  still  are,  as  valuable  a 
part  of  our  population  to  the  Union  as  any  other 
equal  number  of  inhabitants.  They  were,  in  nu- 
merous instances,  the  pioneers,  and  m  all  the  labo- 
rers, of  your  armies.  To  their  hands  were  owing 
the  erection  of  the  greatest  part  of  the  fortifications 
raised  for  the  protection  of  our  country ;  some  of 
which,  particularly  Fort  Moultrie,  gave,  at  that 
early  period  of  the  inexperience  and  untried  valor 
of  our  citizens,  immortality  to  American  arms; 
and  in  the  Northern  States  numerous  bodies  of 
them  were  enrolled  into  and  fought  by  the  sides  of 
the  whites  the  battles  of  the  Revolution. 
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Things  went  on  in  this  way  until  the  period  of 
our  attempt  to  form  our  first  national  compact,  the 
Confederation,  in  'which  the  et^aality  of  vote  was 
preserred,  and  the  first  squeamishness  on  the  sub- 
ject of  not  usin|^,  or  even  alluding  to.  the  word 
slavery,  or  making  it  a  part  of  our  political  ma- 
chinery, was  show^n.  In  this  compact,  the  value 
of  the  lands  and  improvements  was  made  the  rule 
for  apportioning  the  public  burdens  and  taxes. 
But  the  Northern  and  feastern  States,  who  are  al- 
ways much  more  alive  to  their  interests  than  the 
Soathern,  found  that  their  squeamishness  was  in- 
consistent with  their  interest ;  and,  as  uaual^  made 
the  latter  prerail.  They  found  it  was  paying  too 
dear  for  their  qualms  to  keep  their  hand  from  the 
slaves  any  longer.  At  their  instance,  and  on  their 
motion,  as  will  appear  by  a  reference  to  the  Jour- 
nals or  the  Old  Congress,  the  making  lands  the 
rule  vras  changed,  and  people,  including  the  whites 
and  three-fifths  of  other  descriptions  was  adopted. 
It  was  not  until  in  1781,  that  the  Confederation 
was  adopted  by,  and  became  binding  on,  all  the 
States.  This  miserable,  feeble  mockery  of  Gk>v- 
erament  crawled  on  until  178$,  when,  from  New 
York's  refusing  to  agree  with  aU  the  States  to  ffrant 
to  Congress  the  impost,  (I  am  not  sure,  but  I  be- 
lieve she  stood  alone  in  the  refusal,)  the  States 
determined  no  longer  to  put  up  with  her  conduct, 
and  absolutely  retailed  against  the  Government. 
The  first  State  that  did  so  was  New  Jersey,  who, 
by  a  solemn  act,  passed  in  all  its  proper  forms  by 
her  legislature  and  government,  most  positively 
and  absolutely  refused  any  longer  to  obey  the  requi- 
sitions of  Congress,  or  to  pay  another  dollar.  As 
there  was  no  doubt  other  States  would  soon  fol- 
low their  example — as  Pennsylvania  shortly  did — 
Congress,  aware  of  the  mischiefs  which  must  arise 
if  a  dissolution  took  place  of  the  Union  before  a 
new  Government  could  be  formed,  sent  a  deputa- 
tion of  their  own  body  to  address  the  Legislature 
of  New  Jersey,  of  which  I  was  appointed  chair- 
man. We  did  repair  there,  and  addressed  them, 
and  I  had  the  honor  and  happiness  to  carry  back 
with  me  to  Congress  the  repeal  of  her  act  by  New 
Jersey — a  State,  during  the  whole  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  celebrated  for  her  patriotism,  and  who, 
m  this  noUe  self-denial,  and  forsetfulness  of  inju- 
ries inflicted  by  New  York  on  her  and  the  rest  of 
the  Union,  exhibited  a  disinterestedness  and  love 
of  Union  which  did  her  the  highest  honor. 

The  revolt  of  New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania 
accelerated  the  new  Constitution.  On  a  motion 
from  Virginia  the  Convention  met  at  Philadelphia, 
where,  as  you  will  find  from  the  Journals,  we  were 
repeatedly  in  danger  of  dissolving  without  doing 
any  thing ;  that  body  being  equall)[  divided  as  to 
large  and  small  States,  and  each  having  a  vote,  and 
the  small  States  insisting  most  pertinaciously,  for 
near  six  weeks,  on  equal  power  in  both  brancnes — 
nothing  but  the  prudence  and  forbearance  of  the 
large  States  saved  the  Union.  A  compromise  was 
made,  that  the  sua  all  States  and  laree  should  be 
^oally  represented  in  the  Senate,  and  proportion- 
ally in  the  House  of  Representatives.  I  am  now 
arrived  at  the  reason  for  which  I  have,  sir,  taken 
the  liberty  to  make  these  preliminary  reoaiarks.  | 
16th  Cos.  1st  SE88.— 42 


For,  as  the  true  motive  for  all  this  dreadful  clamor 
diroughout  the  Union,  this  serious  and  eventful 
attack  on  our  most  sacred  and  valuable  rights  and 
properties,  is,  to  gain  a  fixed  ascendencv  in  the  rep- 
resentation in  Conmss ;  and,  as  the  oniy  flimsy  ex- 
cuse under  which  the  Northern  and  Eastern  States 
shelter  themselves,  is,  that  thej  have  been  hardly 
treated  in  the  representation  m  this  House,  and 
that  they  have  lost  the  benefit  of  the  compromise 
they  pretend  was  made,  and  which  I  shall  most 
positively  deny,  and  show  that  nothing  like  a  com- 
promise was  ever  intended. 

By  all  the  public  expenses  being  borne  by  in- 
direct taxes,  and  not  direct,  as  was  expected ;  if  I 
can  show  that  all  their  pretensions  and  claims  are 
wholly  untrue  and  unfounded,  and  that  while  they 
are  fully  represented,  they  did,  by  force,  or  some- 
thing like  it,  deprive  us  of  a  rigntful  part  of  our 
representation,  I  shall  then  be  able  to  take  the 
mask  from  all  their  pretended  reasons  and  excuses, 
and  show  this  unpardonable  attack,  this  monster, 
in  its  true  and  uncovered  hideousness. 

Long  before  our  present  public  distresses  had 
convinced  even  the  most  ignorant  and  uninformed 
politician  of  the  truth  of  the  maxim  I  am  about  to 
mention,  all  the  well-informed  statesmen  of  our 
Union  knew  that  the  only  true  mode  for  a  larffe 
agricultural  and  commercial  country  to  flourish, 
was  never  to  import  more  than  they  can  pay  for 
by  the  export  of  their  own  native  products ;  that, 
if  they  do,  they  will  be  sure  to  plunge  themselves 
into  the  distressing  and  disgraceful  situation  this 
country  is  in  at  present. 

If,  then,  this  great  political  truth  or  maxim,  or 
call  it  what  you  please,  is  most  unquestionable,  let 
us  now  see  who  supports  this  Government ;  who 
raises  your  armies,  equips  your  navies,  pays  your 
public  debt,  enables  you  to  erect  (oris,  arsenals, 
and  dock  yards.  Wno  nerves  the  arm  of  this 
Gk>vemment  and  enables  you  to  liil  it  for  the  pro- 
tection, the  honor,  and  extension  of  our  beloved 
Republic  into  rej^ons  where  none  but  brutes  and 
savages  have  before  roamed  ?  Who  are  your  real 
sinews  in  war,  and  the  best — I  had  almost  said 
nearly  the  only — sinews  and  sources  of  your  com- 
merce in  peace  ?    1  will  presently  tell  you. 

If,  as  no  doubt,  you  will  in  future  confine  your 
imports  to  the  amount  of  your  exports  of  native 
products,  and  all  your  revenue  is  to  be,  as  it  is 
now,  raised  by  taxes  or  duties  on  your  imports,  I 
ask  you  who  pays  the  expense,  and  who,  in  fact, 
enables  you  to  go  on  witn  your  Government  at 
all,  and  prevents  its  wheels  from  stopping  ?  I  will 
show  you  by  the  papers  which  I  holu  in  my  hand. 
This,  sir,  is  your  Secretary  of  the  Treasury's  re- 
port, made  a  few  weeks  ago,  by  which  it  appears 
that  all  the  exports  of  native  products,  from  Maine 
to  Pennsylvania,  inclusive,  for  the  last  year, 
amounted  to  only  about  eighteen  millions  ot  dol- 
lars ;  while  those  among  the  slaveholding  States, 
to  the  southward  of  Pennsylvania,  amounted  to 
thirty-two  millions  or  thereabouts^  thereby  ena- 
bling themselves,  or  acquiring  the  riffht,  to  import 
double  as  much  as  the  others,  and  Airnishine  the 
Treasury  with  double  the  amount  the  Northern 
and  Eastern  States  do.    And  here  let  me  ask, 
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from  whence  do  these  exports  arise?  By  whose 
hands  are  they  made?  I  answer,  entirely  by  the 
slaves;  and  yet  these  valuable  inhabitants,  with- 
out whom  your  very  Grovernment  could  not  ^o  on, 
and  the  Itibor  of  two  or  three  of  whom  m  the 
Southern  States  is  more  valuable  to  it  than  the 
labor  of  five  of  their  inhabitants  in  the  Eastern 
States,  the  States  owning  and  possessing  them  are 
denied  a  representation  but  for  three-fifths  on  this 
floor^  while  the  whole  of  the  comparativelyunpro- 
ductive  inhabitants  of  the  Northern  and  Eastern 
States  are  fully  represented  here.  Is  it  just — is 
this  equal  ?  And  yet  they  have  the  moaesty  to 
complain  of  the  representation,  as  unjust  and  une- 
qual; and  that  they  have  not  the  return  made 
them  they  expected,  by  taxing  the  slaves,  and 
making  them  bear  a  proportion  of  the  public  bur- 
dens. Some  writers  on  political  economy  are  of 
opinion  that  the  representation  of  a  State  ought 
always  to  be  equally  founded  on  population  and 
taxation.  It  is  my  duty  to  believe  that  these  are 
the  true  criterions;  for  my  own  State  (South  Ca- 
rolina) having,  in  her  House  of  Representatives, 
124  members,  62  of  them  are  apportioned  by  the 
white  population,  and  62  od  taxation ;  thus  rep- 
resenting the  contributions  of  our  citizens  in  every 
way,  whether  arising  from  services  or  taxes. 

Before  I  proceed  to  the  other  parts  of  this  ques- 
tion. I  have  thus  endeavored  to  give  a  new  view 
of  the  subject  of  representation  in  thb  House ;  to 
show  how  much  more  the  Eastern  and  Northern 
States  are  represented  than  the  Southern  and 
Western;  how  little  right  the  former  have  to  com- 
plain, and  how  unreasonable  it  is  that,  while,  to 
continue  the  balance  of  representation  in  the  Sen- 
ate, we  consent  to  ^ive  admission  to  Maine,  to 
make  up  for  Missouri,  they  most  unconscionably 
require  to  have  both,  and  thus  add  four  to  the 
number  now  preparing,  most  cruelly,  to  lift  the 
arm  of  the  Government  a^inst  the  property  of 
the  Southern  and  Western  States. 

If  I  have  succeeded,  as  I  hope  I  have,  in  proving 
the  unreasonableness  of  the  complaints  of  the  East- 
ern and  Northern  States  on  the  subject  of  repre- 
sentation, it  would,  I  suppose,  appear  extraordinary 
to  the  p!eople  of  thb  nation  that  this  attempt 
should  now  be  made,  even  if  Congress  should 
be  found  to  possess  the  riffht  to  legislate  or  inter- 
fere in  it.  JBut  if,  in  addition  to  this,  it  should 
be  in  my  power  to  show  that  they  have  not  the 
most  distant  right  to  interfere,  or  to  legislate  at 
all  upon  the  subject  of  slavery,  or  to  admit  a 
State  in  any  way  whatever  except  on  terms  of 
perfect  equalitv ;  that  they  have  no  right  to  make 
compacts  on  tne  subject,  and  that  the  only  power 
they  have  is  to  see  that  the  eovemment  of  the 
State  to  be  admitted  is  a  repumican  one,  having 
legislative,  executive,  and  ludiciary  powers,  the 
rights  of  conscience,  jury,  a  nabeas  corpus,  and  all 
the  great  leading  principles  of  our  republican  sys- 
tems, well  securea,  and  to  guaranty  inem  to  it :  if 
I  shall  be  able  to  do  this,  of  course  the  attempt 
must  fail,  and  the  amendment  be  rejected. 

The  supporters  of  the  amendment  contend  that 
Congress  have  theri^ht  to  insist  on  the  prevention 
of  involuntary  servitude  in  Missouri ;  and  found 


the  right  on  the  ninth  section  of  the  first  article, 
which  says,  "  the  migration  or  importation  of  such 
^  persons  as  the  States  now  existing  may  think 
'  proper  to  admit,  shall  not  be  prohibited  by  the 
'  Congress  prior  to  the  year  1808,  but  a  tax  or  duty 
'  may  be  imposed  on  such  importation  not  exceed- 
'  ing  ten  dollars.'' 

In  considering  this  article,  I  will  detail,  as  far 
as  at  this  distant  period  is  possible,  what  was  the 
intention  of  the  Convention  that  formed  the  Con- 
stitution in  this  article.  The  intention  was,  to  give 
Congress  a  power,  after  the  year  1808,  to  prevent 
the  importation  ol  slaves  either  by  land  or  water 
from  other  countries.  The  word  impoH,  includes 
both,  and  applies  wholly  to  slaves.  Without  this 
limitation!  Congress  might  have  stopped  it  sooner 
under  their  general  power  to  reffulate  commerce ; 
and  it  was  an  agreed  point,  a  so&mnly  understood 
compact,  that,  on  the  Southern  States  consenting  to 
shut  their  ports  against  the  importation  of  Africans, 
no  power  was  to  be  delegated  to  Congress,  nor 
were  thev  ever  to  be  authorized  to  touch  the  ques- 
tion of  slavery;  that  the  property  of  the  Southern 
States  in  slaves  was  to  he  as  sacredly  preserved, 
and  protected  to  them,  as  that  of  land,  or  any 
other  kind  of  property  in  the  Eastern  States  were 
to  be  to  their  citizens. 

The  term,  or  word,  migration,  applies  wholly  to 
free  whites:  in  its  Constitutions  sense,  as  in- 
tended by  the  Convention,  it  means  "voluntary 
change  of  servitude  "  from  one  country  to  another. 
The  reasons  of  its  being  adopted  and  used  in  the 
Constitution,  as  far  as  lean  recollect,  were  thc&e; 
that  the  Constitution  being  a  frame  of  govern- 
ment, consbting  wholly  of  delegated  powers,  all 
power,  not  expressly  delegated,  being  reserved  to 
the  people  or  the  States,  it  was  supposed,  that, 
without  some  express  grant  to  them  of  power  on 
the  subject,  Congress  would  not  be  authorized  ever 
to  touch  the  question  of  migration  hither,  or  emigra- 
tion to  this  country,  however  pressing  or  urgent 
the  necessity  for  such  a  measure  might  be ;  that 
they  could  derive  no  such  power  from  the  usages 
of  nations,  or  even  the  laws  of  war ;  that  the  latter 
would  only  enable  them  to  make  prisoners  of  alien 
enemies,  which  would  not  be  sufficient,  as  spies 
or  other  dangerous  emigrants,  who  were  not  aiieu 
enemies,  might  enter  the  country  for  treasonable 
purposes,  and  do  great  injury ;  that,  as  all  govern- 
ments possessed  thb  power,  it  was  necessary  to 
give  it  to  our  own,  which  could  alone  exercise  it, 
and  where,  on  other  and  much  greater  points,  we 
had  placed  unlimited  confidence ;  it  was,  therefore, 
agreed  that,  in  the  same  article,  the  word  migra- 
tion should  be  placed ;  and  that,  from  the  year 
1808,  Congress  eoiould  possess  the  complete  power 
to  stop  either  or  both,  as  they  mifht  suppose  the 
public  interest  required;  the  article,  therefore,  is 
a  negative  pregnant^  restraining  for  twenty  years, 
and  giving  the  power  after. 

The  reasons  for  restraining  the  power  to  prevent 
migration  hither  for  twenty  years,  were,  to  the 
best  of  my  recollection,  these:  That,  as  at  this 
time,  we  had  immense  and  almost  immeasurable 
territorv,  peopled  by  not  more  than  two  millions 
and  a  half  of  inhabitants,  it  was  of  very  great 
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coqsequeace  lo  encourage  the  emigatlon  of  able, 
skilful,  and  industrious  Europeans.  The  wise  con- 
duot  of  William  Penn,  and  the  unexampled  growth 
of  Pennsylvania,  were  cited.    It  was  said,  that  the 
portals  of  the  only  temple  of  true  freedom  now  ex- 
isting on  earth  should  be  thrown  open  to  all  man- 
kind ;  that  all  foreigners  of  industrious  habits  should 
be  welcome,  and  none  more  so  than  men  of  science, 
and  such  as  may  bring  to  us  arts  we  are  unac- 
quainted with,  or  the  means  of  perfecting  those  in 
which  we  are  not  yet  sufficiently  slul^d— ^capi- 
talists whose  wealth  may  add  to  our  commerce  or 
domestic  improvements ;  let  the  door  be  ever  and 
most  afiectionateiy  open  to  illustrious  exiles  and 
sufferers  in  the  cause  of  liberty;  in  short,  open  it 
liberally  to  science,  to  merit,  and  talents,  wherever 
founds  and  receive  and  make  them  your  own. 
That  the  safest  mode  would  be  to  pursue  the  course 
for  twenty  years,  and  not,  before  that  period,  put 
it  at  all  mto  the  power  of  Congress  to  shut  it; 
that,  by  that  time,  the  Uqion  would  be  so  settled, 
and  our  population  would  be  so  much  increased, 
we  could  proceed  on  our  own  stock,  without  the 
farther  accession  of  foreigners ;  that,  as  Congress 
were  to  be  prohibited  from  stopping  the  importa- 
tion of  slaves  to  settle  the  Southern  States,  as  no 
ob6ta.cle  was  to  be  thrown  in  the  way  of  their  in- 
crease and  settlement  for  that  period,  let  it  be  so 
with  the  Northern  and  Eastern,  to  which,  partic- 
ularly New  York  and  Philadelphia,  it  was  ex- 
pected most  of  the  emigrants  would  go  from  Eu- 
rope: and  it  so  happened,  for,  previous  to  the  year 
1608^  naore  than  double  as  many  Europeans  em- 
igrated to  these  States,  as  of  Africans  were  im- 
ported into  the  Southern  States. 

I  have,  sir,  smiled  at  the  idea  of  some  gentle- 
men in  supposing  that  Congress  possessed  tbe  pow- 
er to  insert  this  amendment,  from  that  which  is 
given  in  the  Conftitution  to  resulate  commerce 
between  the  several  States ;  and  some  have  as- 
serted, that  under  it,  they  not  only  have  the  pow- 
er to  inhibit  slavery  in  Missouri,  but  even  to  pre- 
vent the  migration  of  slaves  from  one  State  to  ano- 
ther— from  Maryland  to  Vir^nia.  The  true  and 
neouliarly  ludicrous  manner  m  which  a  g«itleman 
from  tliat  State  lately  treated  this  part  of  the  sub- 
ject|  will,  no  doubt,  induce  an  aoandonment  of 
this  pretended  right ;  nor  shall  i  stop  to  answer 
it  untu  gentlemen  can  convince  me  that  migration 
doea  not  mean  change  of  residence  from  one 
country  or  climate  to  another,  and  that  the  United 
Stales  are  not  one  country,  one  nation,  or  one  peo- 
ple. If  the  word  does  mean  as  I  contend,  and 
w«  are  one  people,  1  will  then  ask,  how  it  is  pos- 
sible to  migrate  from  one  part  of  a  country  to 
another  part  of  the  same  country?  Sorely,  sir, 
wheoL  such  straws  as  these  are  canght  at  to  sup- 
port a  right,  the  hopes  of  doing  so  must  be  slender 
indeed.  I  will  only  mention  here,  as  it  is  perfectly 
within  my  recollection,  that  the  power  was  given 
to  Congress  to  regulate  the  commerce  by  water 
between  the  States,  and  it  bein^  feared,  by  the 
Southern,  that  the  Eastern  would,  whenever  they 
could,  do  so  to  the  disadvantaee  of  the  Southern 
States,  you  will  find,  in  the  6th  section  of  the  1st 
article,  Congress  are  prevented  from  taxing  ex- 


ports, or  giving  preference  to  the  ports  of  one  State 
over  another,  or  obliging  vessels  bound  from  one 
State  to  clear,  enter,  or  pay  duties  in  another ; 
which  restrictions,  more  clearly  than  any  thing 
else,  iHTove  what  the  power  to  regulate  conuneroe 
among  the  several  States  means. 

The  eentlemen,  being  driven  from  these  grounds, 
come  then  to  what  they  call  their  great  and  im- 
pregnable right — that,  under  the  3d  section  of  the 
4th  article,  it  is  declared,  new  States  may  be  ad- 
mitted into  this  Union  by  the  Congress ;  and  that, 
by  the  latter  clause  of  the  same  section,  the  Con- 
gress shall  have  power  to  dispose  of,  and  make  all 
needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting  the  terri- 
tory or  other  property  belonging  to  the  United 
States. 

By  the  first  clause  they  contend,  that  Congress 
has  an  ample  and  unlimited  command  over  the 
whole  subject ;  that  they  can  reject  the  adnussion 
of  a  State  altogether,  or  can  admit  one,  and  impose 
such  conditions,  or  make  such  compacts  with  a 
State  as  they  may  please ;  and  that,  unless  a  State 
accepts  the  ofifers  they  may  make,  thev  may  refiue 
her  admission.  Let  us  first  inquire  what  tne  laws 
of  nations  call  a  State.  Vattel  says,  *^  Natbns  or 
'States  are  bodies  politic :  societies  of  men  united 
*  together  to  procure  their  mutual  safety  and  ad- 
'  vantage  by  means  of  their  union.  Sucn  a  society 
'  has  its  amiirs  and  interests ;  it  deliberates  and 
'  resolves  in  common,  and  thus  becomes  a  moral 
'  perspn,  having  an  understanding  and  a  will  pe* 
'  culiar  to  itself,  and  is  susceptible  of  obligations 
'  and  laws."  Tnis  is  what  he  calls  a  State.  What 
do  we  call  one  ?  A  territory  inhabited  by  a  peo- 
ple living  under  a  government  formed  by  them- 
sdves,  which  government  possesses,  in  a  repub- 
lican form,  an  the  legislative,  executive,  and  ju- 
diciary powers  necessary  to  the  protection  of  the 
lives,  liberties,  characters  and  properties  of  their 
citizens,. or  which  they  can  exercise  for  their  bcni- 
efit,  and  have  not  delegated  to  ^e  Gtoieral  Gor- 
emment,  for  the  common  defence  and  general  wel- 
fare of  an  union,  composed  of  a  number  of  States, 
whose  rights  and  political  powers  are  all  perfectly 
equal ;  that,  amonjgf  these,  one  of  the  most  import- 
ant is,  that  of  deciding  for  themselves  what  Kind 
of  persons  shall  inhabit  their  country,  no  others 
being  either  so  capable  or  fit  to  jud^e  on  this  very 
important  point  as  respects  their  private  happiness 
as  themselves,  as  they  alone  are  either  to  suffer  or 
benefit  from  the  injudicious  or  wise  choice  they 
may  make ;  that  as  the  other  States  possess  com- 
pletely this  power,  Missouri  has  the  same  right ; 
that,  if  she  was  inclined,  she  could  not  give  to 
Congress  the  right  to  decide  for  her,  nor  could  the 
latter  accept  it ;  that  all  the  inhabitants  of  Missouri 
being  against  die  prohibition,  to  insist  on  it,  is  to 
entirely  put  it  out  of  her  power  to  enter  the  Union, 
and  to  Keep  her  in  a  state  of  colonial  tyranny ; 
that,  if  you  can-  exercise  this  right,  where  will  you 
stop  ?  May  you  not  dictate  to  her  the  nature  of  the 
government  she  shall  have?  may  you  not  give  her 
a  plural  executive,  a  legislature  lor  six  and  judges 
for  one  year  ?  If  you  say  there  shall  be  no  sla  very, 
may  you  not  say  tnere  snail  be  no  marriage  ?  may 
you  not  insist  on  her  being  different  in  every  respect 
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from  the  others  ?  Sir,  if  yoa  are  determined  to  break 
the  Conttitutioa  in  this  important  point,  yon  may 
even  proceed  to  do  so  in  the  essences  of  the  Tery 
form  yott  are  bonnd  to  guaranty  to  them.  Instead 
of  endearorinff  to  lessen  or  injore  the  force  and 
spirit  of  the  State  goyemments,  erery  tnie  friend 
of  his  country  ought  to  endeavor,  as  far  as  he  can, 
to  strengthen  them ;  for,  be  assured,  it  will  be  to  the 
strength  and  increase  of  our  State  governments, 
more  than  any  other,  that  the  American  RepuUic 
will  owe  its  firmness  and  duration. 

The  people  of  Europe,  from  their  total  ignor- 
ance of  our  country  and  Government,  have  alwavs 
augured  that  its  great  extent,  when  it  came  to  oe 
thickly  peopled,  would  occasion  its  separation; 
this  is  still  tne  opinion  of  all,  and  the  hope  of  many 
there ;  whereas,  nothing  can  be  more  true  in  our 
politics  than  that,  in  proportion  to  the  increase  of 
the  State  governments,  tne  strength  and  solidity 
of  the  Federal  Oovemment  are  augmented ;  so 
that,  with  twenty  or  twenty-two  governments,  we 
shall  be  much  more  secure  from  disunion  than 
with  twelve,  and  ten  times  more  so  than  if  we 
were  a  single  or  consolidated  one.  By  the  indi- 
vidual States  exercbing,  as  thejr  do,  all  the  powers 
necessary  for  municipal  or  individual  purposes — 
trying  all  questions  of  property,  and  punishing  all 
crunes  not  bdon^ng,  in  either  case,  to  the  federal 
courts,  and  leaving  the  General  Government  at 
leisure  and  in  a  situation  solely  to  devote  itself  to 
the  exercise  of  the  great  powers  of  war  and  peace, 
commerce  and  our  connexions  with  foreigners, 
and  all  the  natural  authorities  delegated  by  the 
Constitution,  it  eases  them  of  a  vast  quantity  of 
business  that  would  very  much  disturb  the  exer- 
cise of  their  general  powers.  Nor  is  it  clear  that 
any  single  government,  in  a  country  so  extensive, 
could  transmit  the  full  influence  of  the  laws  neces- 
sary to  local  purposes  through  all  its  parts ;  where- 
as, the  State  governments,  having  all  a  conve- 
nient surrounding  territory,  exercise  the^  powers 
with  esse,  and  are  always  at  hand  to  give  aid  to  the 
federal  tribunals  and  officers  placed  among  them 
to  execute  their  laws,  should  assistance  be  neces- 
sary. Another  great  advantage  is,  the  almost 
utter  impossibility  of  erecting  among  them  the 
standard  of  faction,  toany  alarming  degree,  against 
the  Union,  so  as  to  threaten  its  dissolution,  or  pro- 
duce changes  in  any  but  a  Constitutional  way.  It 
is  well  known  that  faction  is  always  much  more 
easy  and  dangerous  in  small  than  large  countries ; 
ana  when  we  consider  that,  to  the  security  afforded 
by  the  extent  of  our  territory  are  to  be  added,  the 
guards  of  the  State  Lefftslatures,  which  being  se- 
kcted  as  they  are,  and  always  the  most  proper  or- 
gans of  their  citizens'  opinions  as  to  the  measures 
of  the  General  Government,  stand  as  alert  and 
faithful  sentinels  to  disprove,  as  they  did  in  the 
times  that  are  past,  such  acts  as  appear  impolitic 
or  UDconstitutionaL  or  to  approve  and  support,  as 
they  have  frequently  done  since,  such  as  were  pat- 
riotic or  praiseworthy.  With  such  guards  it  is 
impossible  for  any  serious  opposition  to  be  made 
to  the  Federal  Government  on  slight  or  trivial 
grounds;  nor,  through  such  an  extent  of  territory 
or  number  of  States,  would  any  but  the  most  ty- 


rannical or  corrupt  acts  claim  serious  attention ; 
and,  whenever  they  occur,  we  can  always  safely 
trust  to  a  sufficient  numbor  of  the  States  arraying 
themselves  in  a  manner  to  produce  by  their  influ- 
ence the  necessary  reforms,  in  a  peaceable  and 
leffal  mode.  With  twenty-four  or  more  States  it 
wul  be  impossible,  sir,  for  four  or  five  States,  or 
any  comparativelv  small  number,  ever  to  threaten 
the  existence  of  the  Union.  They  will  be  easily 
seen  through  by  the  other  eighteen  or  twenty,  and 
frowned  into  insignificance  and  submission  to  the 
general  will,  in  aO  cases  where  the  proceedings  of 
the  Federal  Government  are  approved  by  tSem. 
And,  even  in  cases  where  doubts  may  arise  as  to 
the  wisdom  or  policy  of  their  measures,  all  factious 
measures  will  be  made  to  wait  Constitutional  re^ 
dress,  in  the  peaceable  manner  prescribed  by  the 
Constitution. 

Without  the  instrumentality  of  the  States  in  a 
country  so  large  and  free^  and  with  their  Govern- 
ment at  a  great  distance  from  its  extremities,  there 
would  be  considerable  danger  of  faction  ;  but  at 
present  there  is  very  little,  and,  as  the  States  in- 
crease, the  danger  will  lessen  ;  and  it  is  this  admi- 
rable expanding  principle  or  system,  if  I  may  use 
the  term,  which,  while  it  carries  new  States  and 
governments  into  our  forests  and  increases  the  pop- 
ulation and  resources  of  the  Union,  must  unques- 
tionably, at  the  same  time,  add  to  its  means  to 
resist  and  repress  with  ease  all  attacks  of  foreign 
hostility  or  domestic  faction.  It  is  this  system 
which  IS  not  at  all  understood  in  Europe  and  too 
little  among  ourselves,  that  will  long  keep  us  a 
strone  and  united  people;  nor  do  I  see  any  ques- 
tion, but  the  one  which  respects  slavery,  that  can 
ever  divide  us. 

The  question  being  the  admission  of  a  new  State, 
I  hope  these  remarks  will  be  considered  as  in  point! 
as  tney  go  to  show  the  importance  of  the  State 
governments,  and  how  really  and  indeed  indispen- 
sably thev  are  the  pillars  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, and  how  anxious  we  should  be  to  strengthen 
and  not  to  impair  them,  to  make  them  all  the  strong 
and  equal  supporters  of  the  federal  system. 

With  respect  to  Louisiana,  Congress  have  already 
by  their  acts  solemnly  ratified  the  treaty  which  ex- 
tends to  all  the  States,  created  out  of  that  purchase, 
the  benefits  of  an  admission  into  the  Union  on 
equal  terms  with  the  old  States;  they  gave  to 
Louisiana  first,  and  afterwards  to  Missouri  and 
Arkansas,  Territorial  governments,  in  all  of  which 
tbey  agreed  to  the  admission  of  slares.  Louisiana 
was  incorporated  into  the  Union,  allowing  their 
admission ;  Missouri  was  advanced  to  the  second 

grade  of  Territorial  government,  without  the  pro- 
ibition  of  slavery :  thus,  for  more  than  sixteen 
years,  Missouri  considered  herself  precisely  in  the 
situation  of  her  sister  Louisiana,  and  many  thou- 
sands of  slaves  have  been  carried  by  settlers  there. 
To  deny  it,  then,  now,  will  operate  as  a  snare, 
unworthy  the  faitn  of  this  Government.  What  is 
to  be  done  ?  Are  the  slaves  now  there  to  be  man- 
umitted, or  their  masters  obliged  to  carry  them 
away,  break  up  all  their  settlements,  and,  in  this  un- 
[list  and  unexpected  manner,  to  be  hurled  into  ruin  7 
f  we  are  to  pay  no  respect  to  the  Constitution,  or 
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to  treaties,  are  -we  to  pav  no  respect  to  our  own 
laws,  by  which  the  faitti  of  the  nation  has,  for 
sixteen  years,  heen  solemnly  pledged,  that  no  pro- 
hibition wooid  take  place,  as  to  slavery,  in  those 
States  ?  I  have  said  so  much,  to  show  how  im- 
portant it  is  to  the  firmness  and  duration  of  the 
American  Union,  to  preserve  the  States  and  their 
goremment  in  the  full  possession  of  all  the  rights 
seemed  hj  the  Constitution. 

I  hare  nitherto  said  nothing  of  the  treaty,  as  I 
consider  the  rights  of  Missouri  to  rest  on  the  Con- 
stitution so  strongly,  as  not  require  the  aid  of  the 
treaty.  But,  I  will)  at  the  same  time  say,  that,  if 
there  was  no  right  under  the  Constitution,  the 
treaty,  of  itself,  is  sufficient,  and  fully  so,  to  give 
it  to  her.  Let  us,  however,  shorthr  examine  the 
treaty.  The  words  are  these :  "  The  inhabitants 
^  of  the  ceded  territory  shall  be  incorporated  in 
'  the  Union  of  the  United  States,  and  admitted, 
'  as  soon  as  possible,  according  to  the  principles 
^  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  to  the  enjopaent 
'  of  all  the  rights,  advantages,  and  immunities,  of 
<  the  citizens  of  the  United  States."  Of  these  it 
is  particularly  observable,  that,  to  leave  no  doubt 
on  the  mind  of  either  of  the  Governments  which 
formed  it,  or  of  any  impartial  man,  so  much  pains 
are  taken  to  secure  to  Louisiana  all  the  rights  of  the 
States  of  the  American  Union,  a  singular  and  un- 
common surplussage  is  introduced  into  the  article. 
£ither  of  the  wordsAmmunUtes^rifflUSy  or  aehantagw, 
would  have  been,  or  itself^  fully  sufficient.  ImmimUy 
means  privilege,  exemption,  ireedom — ri(^ht  means 
justice,  just  claim,  privilege-— (uitKm^a^  means 
convenience,  gain,  boiefit,  favorable  to  circum- 
stances. If  either  word,  therefore,  is  sufficient  to 
give  her  a  right  to  be  placed  on  an  equal  footing 
with  the  other  States,  who  shall  doubt  of  her  right, 
when  yon  now  find  that  your  (Sovemment  has 
soleomly  pledged  itsdf  to  bestow  on,  and  guaranty 
to,  Louisiana  all  the  privileges,  exemptions,  and 
freedom,  rights,  immuniti«,  and  advantages,  jus- 
tice, just  claims,  conveniences,  gains,  bendits, 
and  favorable  circumstances,  enjoyed  by  the  other 
Sutes? 

In  speaking  of  treaties,  Vattel  states  as  follows : 
"  The  implicit  submission  to  their  authority  which 
'is  exhibited  eTerjrwhere,  proves  the  streni^th, 
'  indeed,  unanswerable  strength,  in  which  it  is 

'  founded." 

These  writers  say,  that  every  thing  which  the 
pubUe  safety  renders  inviolable  is  sacred  in  so- 
ciety. Who,  then,  can  doubt  that  treaties  are  in 
the  nuniber  of  those  things  that  are  held  most 
sacred  hj  nations  1  They  determine  the  most  im- 
portant aflbirs,  give  rules  to  their  pretensions,  and 
secure  their  most  precious  interests.  But  treaties 
are  only  vain  words,  if  they  are  not  considered  as  in- 
violable rules  to  sovereigns,  and  as  sacred  through- 
out the  whole  world.  Treaties  are,  then,  most 
holy  and  sacred  among  nations ;  and,  if  people 
are  not  wanting  to  themselves,  infamy  must  ever 
be  the  share  ofnim  who  violates  his  faith ;  for, 
in  doing  so,  he  -violates  the  law  of  nations ;  he  de- 
spises that  faith  which  they  declare  sacred ;  he  is 
doubly  guilty — he  does  an  injury  to  all  nations, 
and  wounds  the  -whole  human  race. 


If  this  is  the  reasoningof  the  best  writers  on  the 
laws  of  nations,  are  we  now  disposed,  for  the  first 
time,  to  be  the  instruments  of  rendering  this  nation 
infamous  in  the  eyes  of  the  whole  world,  and 
wound  the  human  race  ?  Are  we,  who  have  so 
freauently  charged  the  English  and  8paniar<k 
witn  breach  of  treaties  and  of  faith,  now  to  be- 
come breakers  of  treaties  ourselves — exhibit  our 
hitherto  honorable,  and  even  uncharged,  Republic 
as  an  evil  example  to  other  Governments  ?  Are 
we,  who  have  always  kept  our  treaties  with  scru- 
pulous faith  with  our  Indian  neighbors,  and  con- 
sidered their  weakness  as  an  additional  call  on  our 
honor,  to  do  so — are  we  now,  for  the  first  time,  to 
turn  hack  on  all  our  former  courses,  and  make  our 
feeble  brethren  of  Missouri  the  first  victims  of  our 
breach  of  national  faith?  Even  if  the  treaty  was 
ambiguous,  if  it  was  doubtful,  do  not  the  laws  of 
nations  expressly  declare  '*  that,  in  doubtful  cases, 
treaties  shall  be  construed  in  favor  of  those  for 
whose  benefit  they  were  made  ?  And  was  it  not 
for  the  express  benefit  of  Louisiana  (all  Louisiana, 
to  the  utmost  limits)  that  this  treaty  was  made, 
^vin^  to  the  whole  Territory,  and  all  that  may 
inhabit  it  as  citizens  of  this  Union,  equal  rights, 
immunities,  and  advantages,  with  the  citizens  of 
all  the  other  States  in  it  ?  Unquestionably  it  was ; 
and  it  is  our  duty  to  prevent^  in  the  words  of  Vat- 
tei,  "the  infamy  of  our  hitherto  untainted  and 
even  unsuspectea  Qovernment,  and  honorably  and 
literally  carry  the  treaty  into  execution." 

Havmg  thus,  I  trust,  i>roved  clearly  that  you 
have  no  right  to  adopt  this  inhibition  of  slavery, 
but  are  forbid  to  do  so  by  the  Constitution,  as  well 
as  by  the  treaty,  I  ought  perhaps  to  stop  here ;  but 
there  are  some  other  points  which  I  ouffht  not  to 
pass  unnoticed.  One  of  these  is  the  ordinance  of 
July,  1787,  passed  by  the  Old  Congress,  at  the 

Seriod  of  the  sitting  of  the  Convention  in  Phila- 
elphia,  for  forming  the  Constitution,  by  which 
that  body  ^the  Old  Congress)  undertook  to  form  a 
code  for  tne  future  settlement,  government,  and 
admission  into  the  Union,  of  M  the  Territory 
Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  ceded  by  Virginia  to 
the  United  States  in  1785 ;  which  cession  has  so 
oftoi  been  read  to  the  House  in  this  discussion. 
On  this  subject,  I  beg  leave  to  remark  that,  by  the 
Confederation  of  the  United  States,  the  Old  Con- 
gress had  no  power  whatever  but  that  of  admitting 
new  States,  provided  nine  States  assented.  By 
this,  it  is  most  unquestionable,  that  no  number  of 
States  under  nine  had  any  right  to  admit  new 
States.  Of  course,  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
Confederation  that,  on  so  important  a  measure  as 
the  establishment  of  governments  for,  and  the 
admission  of,  new  States,  Congress  should  never 
possess  the  power  to  act,  unless  nine  States  were 
represented  in  that  body  at  the  time  of  their  doing 
so.  This  ordinance,  therefore,  in  prescribing  the 
forms  of  government,  as  they  respected  legislative, 
executive,  and  judiciary  powers,  in  establishing 
bills  of  rights,  and  the  times  and  terms  of  their  ad- 
mission into  the  Union^  and  inhibiting  servitude 
therein,  is  charfi^eable  with  ingratitude  and  usur- 
pation. It  is  chargeable  with  ingratitude,  when 
we  reflect  that  the  cession  of  th^  great  tract  of 
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edaatrv— »tlu8  risiiiff  empire  of  freemen — ^was  gra- 
toitoouy,  and  wt£  noble  disiatereeledness  and 
patriotism,  made  bv  Viiiginia,  that  the  passing  of 
an  ordinance  whicn  eoatained  a  provision  which 
could  not  but  go  to  prevent  the  admission  of  Vir- 
ginians there,  as  they  eould  not  move  there  with 
their  slaves,  was  a  most  ungraciotts  and  imgrate- 
ful  return  to  that  State  for  her  liberali^,  and  could 
not  but  meet  with  the  disaj^robation  of  this 
nation. 

I  have  already  mentioned  the  reasons  to  show, 
that  unless  they  had  nine  States  present,  the  Old 
Congress  had  no  power  to  admit  new  States,  and 
of  course  no  power  to  prescribe  the  forms  of  gov- 
ernment, bills  of  rights,  or  terms  or  times  of  admis- 
sions, benefits,  or  exclusions,  with  a  less  number 
than  nine. 

If  there  were  not  other  strong  reasons  attending 
the  passing  this  ordinance,  those  alread  v  mentions 
are  sufficient  to  show  that  it  is  a  nullity ;  that  it 
newr  had  or  could  have  had  a  binding  force ;  that 
the  present  Congress  had  nor  has  any  Constitu- 
tional right  to  confirm  that  part  of  it  which  respects 
the  exclusion  of  involuntary  servitude  from  that 
Territory ;  and  that  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana, 
and  Illinois,  having  by  their  constitutions  volun- 
tarily excluded  it,  possess  the  power  whenever  they 
please  to  alter  their  constitutions,  and  admit  servi- 
tude in  any  way  they  think  proper. 

LfCt  us,  sir,  recollect  the  circumstances  the  Old 
Congress  were  in  at  the  time  they  passed  this  ordi- 
nance :  they  had  dwindled  almost  to  nothing ;  the 
Ccmvention  had  been  then  three  months  m  ses- 
sion ;  it  was  universally  known  a  Constitution  was 
in  its  essentials  agreed  to;  and  the  public  were 
daily  expecting  (what  soon  haiq)ened)  the  promul- 

fUion  of  a  new  tbrm  of  Government  for  the  Union, 
ask,  sir  was  it  under  these  circumstances  proper 
for  a  feeble,  dwindled  body,  that  had  wholly  lost 
the  confidence  of  the  nation,  and  which  was  then 
waiting  its  supercession  by  the  people— a  fe^le, 
inefficient  body,  in  which  only  seven  or  eight 
States  were  represented,  the  whole  of  which  con- 
sisted of  but  seventeen  or  eighteen  men — a  num- 
ber smaller  than  your  large  conounittees;  a  body 
literally  in  the  very  agonies  of  political  death ; — 
was  it,  sir,  even  decent  in  them  fnot  to  say  lawful 
or  Constitutional)  to  have  passed  an  ordinance  of 
such  importance  ?  I  do  not  know  or  reoollect  the 
names  of  the  members  who  voted  for  it,  but  it  is 
to  be  fairly  presumed  they  could  not  have  been 
among  the  men  who  possessed  the  greatest  confi- 
dence of  the  Union,  or  at  that  very  time  they  would 
have  been  members  of  the  Convention  sitting  at 
Philadelphia.  But  I  am  perhaps  Caking  up  your 
time  unnecessarily  on  this  subject,  and  I  shall  pro- 
ceed to  others. 

A  great  deal  has  been  said  on  the  subject  of 
slavery — that  it  is  an  infamous  stain  and  blot  on 
the  States  that  hold  them ;  not  only  degrading  the 
slave,  but  the  master,  and  making  him  unfit  for 
republican  government ;  that  it  is  contrary  to  rdi- 
gion  and  the  law  of  God ;  and  tiiat  Congress  ought 
to  do  every  thing  in  their  power  to  prevent  its 
extension  amonff  the  new  States. 
Now,  sir,  I  sboald  be  glad  to  know  how  any 


man  is  acquainted  with  what  is  die  will  or  the 
law  of  God  on  this  subject  Has  it  ever  been  im- 
parted either  to  the  old  or  new  woiidl  Is  then  a 
single  line  in  the  Old  or  New  Testament,  either 
censuring  or  forbidding  it?  I  answer  without 
hesitation,  no.  But  there  are  hundreds  speaking 
of  and  recognising  it.  Hagar,  from  whom  mtf 
lions  sprang,  was  an  Afirican  slave,  bouf^t  out  of 
Egypt  by  Abraham,  the  father  of  the  faithfid  and 
the  beloved  servant  of  the  Most  Hiffa ;  and  he 
had)  besides,  diree  hundred  and  eighteen  male 
slaves.  The  Jews,  in  the  time  of  the  theoctmcy, 
and  theCkeeksand  Romans, had  all  slaves;  at 
that  flme  there  was  no  nation  without  them.  If 
we  are  to  believe  that  this  world  was  formed  by  a 
great  and  omnipotent  Being ;  that  nothing  is  per- 
mitted to  exist  here  but  by  his  will,  and  then  throv 
our  eyes  throughout  the  whole  of  it,  we  should 
form  an  opinion  very  different  indeed  from  that 
asserted,  that  slavery  was  against  the  law  of  God. 

LfCt  tnose  acquainted  wira  the  situation  of  the 
people  of  Asia  and  Africa,  where  not  one  man  in 
ten  can  be  called  a  fVeeman,  or  whose  situation 
can  be  compared  with  the  comforts  of  our  slaves, 
tiirow  their  eyes  over  them,  and  carry  them  to 
Russia,  and  from  the  North  to  the  South  of  Eu- 
rope, where,  except  Great  Britain,  nothing  like 
liberty  exists.  Let  them  view  the  lower  classes  of 
their  inhabitants,  by  far  the  most  numeroos  of  the 
whole;  the  thousands  of  beggars  that  infest  their 
streets,  more  than  half  starved,  half  naked,  and  in 
the  most  wretched  state  of  human  degradation. 
Let  him  then  go  to  England ;  the  comforts,  if  they 
have  any,  of  the  lower  classes  of  whose  inhabit- 
ants are  nir  inferior  to  those  oi  our  slaves.  Let 
him,  when  there,  ask  of  their  economists,  what  are 
the  numbers  of  millions  daily  fed  by  the  hand  of 
charity ;  and.  when  satisfied  thete,  then  let  him 
oome  nearer  nome,  and  examine  into  the  situation 
of  the  free  negroes  now  resident  in  New  York  and 
Philadelphia,  and  compare  them  with  the  situa- 
tion of  our  slaves,  and  he  will  tell  you  that,  per- 
haps, the  most  miserable  and  degraded  state  of 
human  nature  is  to  be  found  among  the  free  ne- 
groes of  New  York  and  Philadelphia^  moat  of 
whom  are  fugitives  from  the  Southern  States,  re- 
ceived and  .sheltered  in  those  States.  I  did  not  go 
to  New  York,  but  I  did  to  Philadelphia,  and  par- 
ticularljr  examined  this  subject  while  there.  I 
saw  their  streets  crowded  with  idle,  drunken  ne- 
groes, at  every  comer ;  and,  on  visiting  their  peni- 
tentiary, found,  to  my  astonishment,  that,  out  of 
five  hundred  convicts  there  confined,  more  than 
one^half  were  blacks;  and,  as  all  the  convicts 
throughout  that  State  are  sent  to^that  peniten- 
tiarv,  and,  if  Pennsylvania  contains  eight  hun- 
dred thousand  white  inhabitants,  and  only  twenty- 
six  thousand  blacks,  of  course  the  crimes  and  vices 
of  the  blacks  in  those  States  are,  comparatively, 
twenty  times  greater  than  those  of  the  wnites  in  &e 
same  States,  and  clearly  proves  that  a  state  of 
freedom  is  one  of  the  greatest  curses  you  can  in- 
flict on  them. 

From  the  opinions  expressed  respecting  the 
Southern  States  and  the  slaves  there,  it  appears  to 
me  most  clear,  that  the  members  on  the  opposite 
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side  know  nothing  of  the  Bovthem  States,  tl^eir 
lands,  prodncts,  or  slayes.  Those  who  visit  us,  or 
go  to  the  southward,  find  so  great  a  differenee  that 
many  of  them  remain  and  settle  th^e.  I  per- 
fectly recoUeet  that  when,  in  1791,  General  Wash- 
ington risiled  South  Carolina,  he  was  so  surprised 
at  the  richness,  order,  and  soil  of  our  country,  that 
he  expressed  nis  great  astonishment  at  the  state 
.  of  agricultural  improvement  and  excellence  our 
tide-lands  exhibited.  He  said,  he  had  no  idea  the 
United  States  possessed  it.  Had  I  then  seen  as 
much  of  Europe  as  I  have  since,  I  would  have  re- 

gied  to  him,  that  he  would  not  see  its  equal  in 
orope.  Sir,  whoi  we  recollect  that  our  former 
parent  Stale  was  the  original  cause  of  introducing 
slavery  into  America,  and  that  neither  ourselves 
or  ancestors  are  chargeable  with  it ;  that  it  cannot 
be  ?ot  rid  of  without  ruining  the  country,  cer- 
tainly the  present  mild  treatment  of  our  slaves  is 
most  honorable  to  that  part  of  the  country  where 
slavery  exists.  Every  slave  has  a  comfortable 
house^  is  well  fed,  clothed,  and  taken  care  of;  he 
has  his  family  about  him,  and  in  sickness  has  the 
same  medical  aid  as  his  master,  and  has  a  sure  and 
comfortable  retreat  in  old  atpe,  to  protect  him 
against  its  infirmities  and  weakness.  During  the 
whole  of  his  life  he  is  free  from  care,  that  canker 
of  the  human  heart,  which  destroys  at  least  one- 
half  of  the  thinking  part  of  mankind,  and  from 
which  a  favored  few,  very  few,  if  indeed  any,  can 
he  said  to  be  free.  Being  without  education,  and 
born  to  obey,  to  persons  of  that  description  mod- 
erate labor  and  discipline  are  essential.  The  dis- 
cipline ought  to  be  mild,  but  still,  while  ^avery  is 
to  exist,  there  must  be  discipline.  In  this  state 
they  are  happier  than  they  can  possibly  be  if  free. 
A  liree  black  can  only  oe  happy  where  he  has 
some  share  of  education,  and  has  been  bred  to  a 
trade,  or  some  kind  of  business.  The  great  body 
of  slaves  are  happier  in  their  present  situation  than 
they  could  be  in  any  other,  and  the  man  or  men 
who  would  attempt  to  give  them  freedom,  would 
be  their  gpreatest  enemies. 

All  the  writers  who  contend  that  the  slaves  in- 
crease faster  than  the  free  blacks,  if  they  assert 
what  is  true,  prove  that  the  blacx,  when  in  the 
condition  of  a  slave,  is  hanpier  than  when  free,  as, 
in  proportion  to  the  comfort  and  happiness  of  any 
kiod  of  people,  such  will  be  the  increase;  and  the 
next  census  will  show  what  has  been  the  increase 
of  both  descriptions,  free  and  slave,  and  will,  I 
think,  prove  the  trutn  of  these  opinions. 

In  this  discussion  the  question  as  to  the  ptirchase 
of  Louisiana  has  been  introduced,  and  gives  niie  an 
opportnnity  to  state  my  opinion  on  the  subject. 
So  far  as  my  knowledge  of  the  facts,  precedin| 
that  purchase,  enable  me  to  form  an  opinion,  l 
pronounce  that  Mr.  Jefilerson,  in  planning  the  pur- 
chaae^  and  the  gctotlemen  who  were  employed  in 
Mgotiating  it,  covered  themselves  with  glory.  The 
facts  that  preceded  that  purchase  were  these :  In 
the  year  1786,  Spain  despatched  a  Minister,  named 
Oardoqui,  to  this  country,  instructed  to  ofier  to  form 
with  us  a  treaty  of  commerce,  which  she  said  was 
tn  advantageous  one,  if  we  would,  in  the  same 
^ty,  consent  to  give  up  the  navigation  of  that 


pcurt  of  the  river  Mississippi  which  ran  through  the 
Spanish  dominions.  Tnis,  sir,  I  asserted  on  this 
floor  some  days  agOj  and  now  repeat,  that,  on  this 
treaty  being,  according  to  the  then  routine  of  bu- 
siness, referred  to  Mr.  Jay,  then  Secretary  for  For- 
eign Aflbirs^  he  did,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection, 
report  that  it  would,  in  hts  opinion,  kie  expedient  to 
adopt  it ;  that  seven,  all  of  the  Eastern  and  North- 
em  States,  did  vote  for  it,  but  that,  owing  to  the 
Confederation  requiring  that  nine  States  should  be 
necessary  to  fonn  a  treaty,  it  was  at  length  defeated. 
If  any  part  of  the  public  business  in  this  country, 
in  whicn  I  have  been  engaged,  ever  gave  me  more 
pleasure  than  others,  it  was  the  agency  I  had  in 
association  with  an  honorable  gentleman,  now 
high  in  office,  and  in  Washington,  in  preventing 
it.  I  believe  I  may  venture  to  say,  that  it  was 
owing  to  us  the  whole  of  the  Western  country  now 
belongs  to  us,  and  that  the  Mississippi  now  flows 
through  American  lands,  and  that  the  American 
flag  now  waves  alone  on  herwaters.  I,  therefore, 
have  always  feh  more  than  a  fraternal — I  have 
felt,  sir,  a  paternal  love  for  this  country.  Nor,  sir, 
is  tthis  the  only  important  aeency  I  have  had  in 
the  afikirs.  of  this  very  valuaUe  part  of  our  Union. 
It  will  be  remonbered  that,  in  the  year  1802,  the 
Intendant  of  New  Orleans  issued  a  proclamation, 
shutting  that  port  to  the  Airther  reception  and 
deposite  of  American  ^oduce,  tmder  the  treaty  of 
1795,  and  that,  on  his  doing  so,  a  ferment  was 
excited  throughout  the  Union,  of  the  most  alarming 
nature ;  that  war  was  called  for,  both  in  the  Senate 
and  out  of  doors,  which  it  was  difllcult  for  all  the 
prudence  and  love  of  peace  of  the  President  to  re- 
press. Being,  at  that  time,  the  Minister  of  the 
United  States  in  Spain,  Ireeeived  instructions  from 
our  (Government  to  use  every  exertion  in  my  power, 
consistent  with  its  dignity,  to  get  the  deposite  re- 
stored, which  I  fortunately  did,  and  this  aflair  led 
to  the  acquisition  of  both '  the  river  and  whole 
country  in  the  manner  you  know.  At  the  time  I 
went  to  Europe,  i  was  alone  commissioned  and 
authorized  to  treat  for,  and  purchase,  all  the  part 
of  Louisiana,  including  New  Orleans,  to  the  east 
of  the  Mississippi  andtne  Floridas;  but,  on  arriving 
in  Europe,  I  found  Louisiana  had  been  previously 
secretly  sold  to  Bonaparte,  of  which  I  informed 
Mr.  Jefierson,  and  he  took  the  measures  which  ac- 
complished the  purchase. 

In  pursuing  the  arguments  of  some  ^ntlemen, 
on  this  subject,  I  have  omitted  to  notice  one  of  * 
their  arguments,  springing  from  that  part  of  the 
third  section  of  the  fourth  article,  which  says,  "the 
Congress  shall  have  the  power  to  make  all  needful 
rtiles  and  regulations  respecting  the  territory,  or 
other  property,  belonging  to  the  United  States,*' 
because  this  article  certainly  refers  only  to  the 
territorial  state,  to  which  I  have  already  referred,  and 
in  which,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  aver,  that,  in  mak- 
ing such  regulations  for  the  government  of  the  ter^ 
ritory,  they  areno  more  authorized  to  inhibit  slavery 
in  the  territory,  than  they  are  in  the  State-^for,  if 
they  should  have  the  power,  it  would  indirectly 
eflect  the  same  thing ;  it  not  neing  difficult  to  see, 
that,  when  a  tnrilory  has  been,  like  Missouri,  for 
sixteen  years  in  a  strict  state  of  territorial  discip^ 
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'line,  prohibiting  slaTery.  when  the  period  arrives 
for  her  admission  as  a  State,  she  will  be  peopled 
entirely  by  inhabitants  not  having  slaves,  and  who 
will,  of  course,  insert  the  prohibition  in  their  con^ 
stitution. 

It  oaght  to  be  remembered)  Mr.  Chairman,  that 
•the  greatest  part  of  the  debt  due  for  Louisiana  is 
still  unpaid,  and  that,  if  the  mode  I  have  asserted, 
<by  which  your  Treasury  is  now  furnished,  and  must 
•be  in  future,  is  true,  then  the  slaveholding  States 
will  have  more  than  half  of  the  purchase  to  pay ; 
•but,  suppose  we  have  only  one-half  of  it  to  pay,  is 
it  not  tair,  is  it  not  just,  that  the  use  of  this  pur- 
chase should  be  as  open  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
slaveholding,  as  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  non- 
slaveholding  States  ?  And  how  can  this  happen,  if 
you  say  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Northern  States, 
you  may  go  there  with  your  families,  and  all  your  ' 

Eroperties ;  but,  if  yon,  from  the  Southern  or  slave- 
olding  States,  choose  to  ffo  there,  it  must  be  with- 
out your  slaves,  these  shul  not  go?  thus  denying 
to  these  the  instruments  of  their  agriculture,  and 
the  means  of  their  ccHoifort.  and  completely  pre- 
venting the  possibility  of  tneir  removing.  From 
this,  sir,  will  arise  another  evil,  that  of  3ie  fall  of 
the  value  of  all  the  lands  the  United  States  may 
have  to  sell  in  the  Territories  or  States  from  whicn 
slavery  is  excluded,  at  least  one-half,  which,  if  the 
computations  of  tne  number  of  acres  come  any 
thing  near  the  mark,  must  amount  to  at  least  six 
hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars  lost  to  the  common 
Treasury. 

I  have  not  condescended  to  notice  the  remark, 
that  one  of  the  evib  of  slavery  is,  the  lessening  and 
depreciating  the  character  of  the  whites  in  the 
slaveholding  States,  and*  rendering  it  less  manly 
and  republican,  and  less  worthy,  than  in  the  non- 
slaveholdin^  States,  because  it  is  not  less  decorous 
than  true;  it  is  refuted  in  a  moment  by  a  review 
of  the  Revolutionary,  and  particularly  the  last  war. 
Look  into  your  histories,  compare  tne  conduct  of 
the  heroes  and  stat^men  of  the  North  and  South, 
in  both  those  wars,  in  the  field,  and  in  the  Senate ; 
see  the  monuments  of  valor,  of  wisdom,  and  pa- 
triotism, they  have  lef^  behind  them,  and  then  ask 
an  impartial  world,  on  which  side  the  Delaware 
lies  the  preponderance :  they  will  answer  in  a  mo- 
ment, to  the  South. 

It  will  not  be  a  matter  of  surprise  to  any  one, 
that  so  much  anxiety  should  be  shown  by  the  slave- 
holdinff  Btates,  when  it  is  known  that  the  alarm, 
ffiven  Dy  this  attempt  to  legislate  on  slavery,  has 
led  to  the  opinion,  that  the  very  foundations  of 
that  kind  of  property  are  shaken ;  that  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  precedent  is  a  measure  of  the  most 
alarming  nature:  for,  should  succeeding  Congresses 
continue  to  push  it,  there  is  no  knowing  to  what 
length  it  may  be  carried. 

Save  the  Northern  States  any  idea  of  the  value 
of  our  slaves?  At  least,  sir,  six  hundred  millions 
of  dollars.  If  we  lose  them,  the  value  of  the 
lands  they  cultivate  will  be  diminished  in  all  cases 
one  half,  and,  in  many,  they  will  become  wholly 
useless,  and  an  annual  income  of  at  least  forty 
millions  of  dollars  will  be  lost  to  your  citizens ; 
the  loss  of  which  will  not  done  be  felt  by  the  non-  | 


slaveholding  States,  but  by  the  whole  Union ;  for, 
to  whom,  at  present,  do  the  Eastern  States,  most 
particularly,  and  the  Eastern  and  Northern,  gen- 
erally, look  for  the  employment  of  their  shipping, 
in  transporting  our  bulky  and  valuable  products, 
and  bringing  us  the  manufactures  and  merchan- 
dises of  Europe  ?  Another  thing,  in  case  of  these 
losses  bein^  brought  on  us,  and  our  being  forced 
into  a  division  of  the  Union,  what  becomes  of 
your  public  debt  ?  Who  are  to  pay  this,  and  how 
will  it  be  paid  ?  In  a  pecuniary  view  of  this  sub- 
ject, therefore,  it  must  ever  be  the  policy  of  the 
Eastern  and  Northern  States  to  continue  con- 
nected with  us.  But,  sir,  there  is  an  infinitely 
greater  call  upon  them,  and  this  is  the  call  of  just- 
ice, of  afiection,  and  humanity.  Reposing  at  a 
great  distance,  in  safety,  in  the  full  enjoyment  of 
all  their  Federal  and  State  rights,  unattacked  in 
either,  or  in  their  individual  rights,  can  they,  with 
indifference,  or  ought  they  to  risk,  in  the  remotest 
degree,  the  consequences  which  this  measure  may 
produce.  These  may  be  the  division  of  thb  Union, 
and  a  civil  war.  Knowing  that  whatever  is  said 
here,  must  get  into  the  public  prints,  I  am  unwil- 
ling, for  obvious  reasons,  to  go  mto  the  description 
of  the  horrors  which  such  a  war  must  produce, 
and  ardently  pray  that  hone  of  us  may  ever  live  to 
witness  sucn  an  event. 

If  you  refuse  to  admit  Missouri  without  this 
prohibition,  and  she  refuses  it,  and  proceeds  to 
form  a  constitution  for  herself,  and  tnen  applies 
to  you  for  adqiission,  what  will  you  do  ?  Will 
you  compel  them  by  force?  By  whom,  or  by 
what  force  can  this  be  effected  ?  Will  the  States 
in  her  neighborhood  join  in  this  crusade  ?  Will 
they,  who^  to  a  man,  think  Missouri  is  risht,  and 
you  are  wrong,  arm  in  such  a  cause?  Can  you 
send  a  force  from  the  eastward  of  the  Delaware  ? 
The  very  distance  forbids  it ;  and  distance  is  a 
powerful  auxiliary  to  a  country  attacked.  If,  in 
the  days  of  James  II.,  English  soldiers,  under  mili- 
tary discipline,  when  ordered  to  march  against 
their  countrymen,  contending  in  the  cause  of  lib- 
erty, disobeyed  the  order,  and  laid  down  their  arms, 
do  you  think  our  free  brethren  on  the  Mississippi 
will  not  do  the  same?  Yes.  sir,  they  will  refuse, 
and  you  will  at  last  be  obliged  to  retreat  from 
this  measure,  and  in  a  manner  that  will  not  add 
much  to  the  dignity  of  your  Grovernment. 

I  cannot,  on  any  ground,  think  of  agreeing  to  a 
compromise  on  this  subject.  However  we  all 
may  wish  to  see  Missouri  admitted,  as  she  ought, 
on  equal  terms  with  the  other  States,  this  is  a  very 
unimportant  object  to  her,  compared  with  keeping 
the  Constitution  inviolate — with  keeping  the  hands 
of  Congress  from  touching  the  question  of  slavery. 
On  the  subject  of  the  Constitution,  no  comproniise 
ought  ever  to  be  inade.  Neither  can  any  be  made 
on  the  national  faith,  so  seriously  involved  in  the 
treaty  which  gives  to  all  Louisiana,  to  every  part 
of  it.  a  right  to  be  incorporated  into  the  Union  od 
equal  terms  with  the  other  States. 

Surely,  sir,  when  we  consider  the  public  dis- 
tress of  this  country,  and  the  necessity  of  union 
and  good  humor  to  repair  our  finances,  and  place 
our  commerce  in  that  improved  situation  which 
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will  give  us  some  hope  of  the  rise  of  oar  prodads, 
such  as  may  hare  a  tendency  to  relieve  our  public 
and  private  embarrassments,  if  we  had  no  other 
motives  for  it,  certainly  this  should  be  sufficient. 
But,  sir,  there  is  one  of  infinitely  higher  moment. 
Do  Ve  recollect,  that  we  are  the  only  free  Repub- 
lic now  in  existence,  and  that,  probably,  such  ex- 
istence can  only  depend  upon  our  distance  from 
Europe,  and  our  union  with  our  present  numbers? 
It  may  safely  be  calculated  we  have  two  millions 
of  men,  the  greatest  part  of  whom  are  able  to  bear 
arms. 

In  case  of  our  continuing  an  united  people, 
no  attack  from  Europe,  a  distance  of  four  thousand 
miles,  could  ever  be  made  with  the  least  hope  of 
success.    From  the  distance,  all  Europe  coula  not 
furnish  either  the  men  or  means  sufficient  to  divide 
or  destroy  this  Union.    If  we  continue  united,  as 
we  have  been,  in  such  an  event,  the  States  would 
so  second  the  General  Government,  and  so  nerve 
its  arm,  as  to  put  all  attack  at  defiance.    But,  if 
on  this,  or  any  other  occasion,  this  Union  should 
unhappily  divide,  and  from  friends  become  bitter 
and  implacable  enemies  to  each  other,  who  shall 
say  what  Europe  may  attempt?    Mark  what  they 
have  done  among  themselves,  tosubiugate  France, 
ind  destrov,  in  that  part  of  tne  world,  every  thing 
that  has  the  semblance  of  republicanism.    View 
the  league  they  have  formed,  in  which,  for  the  first 
time,  aS  Europe  is  seen  united  as  a  single  Gk>vern-  ' 
ment,  to  maintain  their  monarchical  forms.    Such  | 
is  no  doubt,  their  detestation  of  every  thing  like  I 
republicanism,  that,  were  the  United  States  in  I 
Europe,  where  they  could  be  reached  by  land,  1 1 
have  not  the  smallest  doubt,  they  would  long  since 
have  been  attacked,  and  every  attempt  made  to 
reduce  them  to  a  monarchy.    We  are  considered, 
sir,  as  an  evil  example  to  the  monarchical  world. 
We  are  considered  as  the  only  repository  of  those 
princi|4es  which  have  lately  appeared  and  flour- 
ished for  a  .time  an  Europe ;  and  which  it  has 
cost  them  so  much  blood  and  treasure  to  suppress, 
aud  should  our  divisions,  from  friends  to  enemies, 
ever  afford  them  an  opportunity  of  strikins  at  us, 
▼ith  the  least  probability  of  success,  no  doubt  they 
will  do  so. 

I  will  not  tres{)ass  farther  on  your  patience,  but 
thank  the  Committee  for  the  honor  they  have  done 
me,  by  their  attention.  I  hope  the  great  import- 
ance of  the  subject  will  be  my  excuse ;  and  that, 
considering  the  relation  in  which  I  have  stood  to 
the  Western  country  and  the  Mississippi,  for  the 
salvation  of  which,  so  far  as  means  the  keeping  it 
annexed  to  this  Union,  as  I  have  already  said,  I 
think  I  may  claim  to  a  gentleman,  now  high  in 
office,  and  myself,  as  much  as  any  other  two  can 
cUim,  the  happiness  of  being  the  instruments,  and 
having  thus,  m  the  early  part  of  my  life,  labored 
with  success  for  the  parent,  I  cannot  but  think  it 
a  little  extraordinary,  that  I  should,  at  this  distant 
period,  be  called  upon  to  defend  tne  right  of  her 
children.  My  fervent  wish  is,  that  I  may  be  able 
to  do  it  with  the  same  success. 
When  Mjt.  Pimckney  concluded — 
The  Committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  the 
House  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  February  15. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Commerce, 
reported  a  bill  to  impose  a  new  tonnage  duty  on 
French  ships,  or  vessels ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Monday  next. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
reported  a  bill  concerning  navigation,  and  to  repeal 
the  act  entitled  "  An  act  concerning  navigation,'- 
passed  on  the  18th  of  April,  1818;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  Monday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pindall,  the  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  State  of  the  7th  February,  1820,  trans- 
mitting a  list  of  the  newspapers  in  wnich  the  laws 
of  the  United  States  are  published,  and  an  estimate 
of  the  expense  of  such  publication,  was  referred  to 
a  select  committee ;  and  that  the  same  committee 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing  or  amend- 
ing the  acts  requiring  the  publication  of  the  laws 
in  the  newspapers ;  and  Mr.  Pindall,  Mr.  Foot, 
and  Mr.  Mercer,  were  appointed  the  said  com- 
mittee. 

[This  motion  of  Mr.  P.  was  groimded  on  the  be- 
lief that  the  expenses  of  promulgating  the  acts  of 
Congress  in  newspapers  had  increased  to  an  un- 
reasonable and  improper  extent,  and  that  the  laws 
on  the  subject  required  repeal  or  modification,  so 
as  to  reduce  this  expense.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Walker,  of  North  Carolina, 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  limiting  the  quan- 
tity of  public  lands  hereafter  to  be  exposed  to  sale 
at  the  several  land  offices  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Walker  said  he  had  heard  great  complaints 
against  the  present  mode  of  exposing  to  sale  the 
public  lands ;  that  the  present  system  opened  a 
door  for  speculation,  and  that  great  speculations 
had  been  actually  made  in  the  purchase  of  public 
lands.  He  believed  that  the  greatest  defect  in  the 
system  was,  that  there  was  too  much  land  brought 
into  market;  which  afforded  an  opportunity  to 
purchasers  to  make  large  speculations  in  the  pur- 
chase :  the  object  of  the  resolution  was  to  limit  the 
quantity  offered  for  sale,  to  prevent  further  abuses, 
and  to  prevent  too  great  an  extension  to  purchasers. 
He  was  not  friendly  to  an  alteration  of  the  price 
or  manner  of  sale  ol  the  present  land  law.  but  be- 
lieved that  a  limitation  of  tne  quantity  would  answer 
every  purpose  which  was  contemplated  by  the  de- 
sire to  alter  the  present  law. 

An  engrossed  bill  entitled  ^' An  act  to  continue 
in  force  for  a  further  time,  the  act  entitled  "An 
act  for*establishinff  trading-houses  with  the  Indian 
tribes,^'  was  read  tne  third  time  and  passed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Commissioners  of  Navy  Hospitals,  ren- 
dered in  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  this  House 
of  the  31st  ult.,  showing  the  receipt  and  expendi- 
ture of  the  moneys  accruing  to  the  Navy  Hospital 
fund :  which  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  re- 
port from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  rendered 
in  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  this  House  of  the 
ith  instant,  re<juiring  him  "  to  report  such  measures 
as,  in  his  opimon,  may  be  expedient  to  enforce  the 
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more  roeedy  pavment  of  public  moneys  due  from 
indiTidiiais  and  corporate  bodies,  to  the  United 
States ;''  which  was  also  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

WESTERN  ROADS. 

Mr.  Cook  submitted  the  following  resolution 
for  consideration : 

Setohed,  Thai  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  instrocCed  to  inquhv  into  the  expcdieocy  of  repeal- 
ing so  much  of  the  first  section  of  an  act  entitled  "An 
act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Govern- 
meat  for  the  yesr  1819/*  approved  March  3,  1819,  as 
pledges  the  fand  reserved  for  laying  oat  and  making 
roa£  to  the  States  of  Indiana  and  lUtnots,  for  the  re- 
psyment  of  the  moneys  appropriated  and  advanced  by 
the  United  States,  for  constructing  the  United  States 
road  from  Cumberland  to  the  Ohio  river,  and  of  ap- 
propriating the  same  to  defray  the  expenses  of  Isying 
oot  snd  msking  a  road  from  the  Ohio  river  opposite 
to  Wheeling,  by  Colnmbus,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  and 
by  the  permanent  seat  of  government  of  Indiana,  on 
the  most  eligible  ronCe,  to  Vandalia,  in  the  State  of 
Illinois. 

In  offering  this  resolution  to  the  consideration 
of  the  House,  Mr.  Cook  begged  leaye  to  ask  its 
attention  to  the  act  there  referred  to.  By  that  act 
the  fund  reserved  for  the  improvement  of  roads 
leadinfl^  to  the  States  of  Indiana  and  Illinois,  had 
bc«n  pledged  to  the  repapnent  of  the  money  ap- 
propriated by  Congress  for  the  completion  of  the 
Cumberland  road.  This  road  was  commenced, 
Mr.  C.  believed,  ten  or  twelve  years  ago.  By  the 
acts  of  1816  and  1818  authorizing  the  admission 
of  Indiana  and  Illinois,  respectively,  two  per  cent, 
on  the  net  proceeds  arising  from  the  sale  of  the 
public  lands  in  those  States  was  reserved  by  Con- 
gress to  the  laying  out  and  making  of  roads  leading 
to  those  States,  respectively ;  and  in  consideration 
of  this  appropriation  made  by  Congress,  with 
others,  which  were  understood  on  all  hands  to  be 
for  the  benefit  of  those  States,  respectivelv,  the 
States  surrendered  a  part  of  their  sovereignty: 
they  agreed  that  the  lands  of  the  United  States, 
then  remaining  to  be  sold,  should  be  free  from  tax- 
ation for  ^re  years  after  the  day  of  sale ;  and  in 
Illinois  the  bounty  lands  given  to  the  soldiers  of  the 
late  army,  were  also  to  be  exempted  from  taxation 
for  three  years  from  the  date  of  tneir  patents.  This 
surrender  of  the  sovereign  right  of  Illinois  to  tax 
the  lands  thus  exempt^,  was,  Mr.  C.  said,  the 
consideration  given  for  the  road-fund  now  under 
consideration,  as  well  as  some  other  advantages 
which  were  granted  to  her,  and  for  which  she  is 
grateful  to  the  Government.  This,  with  the  other 
propositions  made  by  Congress,  were  now  matters 
of  compact  between  Illinois  ana  the  United  States; 
and  to  divert  this  Amd  from  the  channel  in  which 
Mr.  C.  could  not  but  think  it  was  intended  to  flow, 
Illinois  would  consider  a  violation  of  that  compact. 

To  appropriate  that  fund  to  the  making  of  a 
road  terminating  at  Wheeling,  a  point  several 
hundred  miles  from  the  border  of  the  State,  never 
could  be  an  appropriation  in  unison  with  the  in- 
tention either  of  Congress  or  of  the  State  of  Illi- 
nois. As  well,  Mr.  C.  said,  might  you  appropriate 
it  to  the  making  of  a  road  leamng  from  Santa  Fe 


to  Miasoari,  uniting  those  two  soveteigntiea,  as  to 
the  object  for  which  it  stands  pM^;  fo^  diis 
would  be  a  road  leading  towards  Ilhnois.     From 
an  examination  of  the  subieet,  Mr.  C.  said  he  fomd 
that,  the  revenue  whieh  Illinois  would  derive  from 
a  tax  on  the  lands  %^hich  may  be  sold  within  the 
State,  and  on  the  bounty  land,  iHiieh  she  cmnaot 
now  derive,  in  eonsequenceof  this  compaet,  would, 
at  a  reasonable  rate,  amount  to  about  two  hundred 
and  eighty  thousand  dollars,  a  large  proporcioa  of 
which  would  now  be  subject  to  be  called  into  her 
coffers,  and  of  which  she  really  stood  in  great 
need.    Could  it  be  contended,  Mr.  C.  naked,  that 
this  fund,  which  was  reserved  to  Indiana  and 
Illinois^  respectively,  to  make  roads  lending  to 
them,  m  the  one  ease  about  ten  and  the  other 
twelve  years  after  the  Cumberiand  road  was  oom- 
mencedf  was  at  diat  time  intended,  or  understood, 
either  by  those  States  or  by  the  United  States,  to 
be  subject  to  defiay  the  expenses  of  that  road  7   it 
could  not  be  possible.    It  seemed,  Mr.  C.  said, 
much  more  likely  to  have  been  reserved  for  the 
purposes  contemplated  by  the  resolution  whieh  he 
nad  oflRered.  to  extend  that  road  to  the  borders  of 
those  States,  respectively;  and  unless  it  was  so 
appropriated,  or  at  least  in  nttking  roads  leading 
to,  and  not  Uwards  them,  he  did  not  think  they 
would  have  just  cause  of  complaint  agaiast  the 
Qovemment.  Since  the  admission  of  those  States 
Mr.  C.  believed  a  fbnd  of  about  ^^080  had  al- 
ready accrued  from  the  sale  of  lands,  which  should 
be  now  lying  in  the  National  Treasury.  This  sum, 
although  it  would  not  complete  the  road,  would 
defray  the  expense  of  marking  and  laying  it  out, 
and  go  far  towards  opening  it,  so  as  to  render  it 
passable ;  and  as  the  fund  continued  to  increase. 
It  might  be  employed  to  complete  it.    Indeed,  said 
Mr.  C.,  it  seems  to  me  to  be  so  obvious  that  the 
intention  of  Congress  was,  that  this  money  should 
be  appropriated  to  the  improvement  of  roads,  to 
facilitate  the  entrance  to  those  Stales,  that  teaaon- 
ing  cannot  make  it  plainer ;  and  any  diversion  of 
it  to  any  other  object,  therdbre,  is  a  violation  of 
the  compact  between  those  States  and  the  United 
States.    He  trusted  that  the  resolution  would  he 
considered  and  adopted. 

The  resolution  was  then  considered  and  adopt- 
ed, without  a  division. 

Mr.  Cook  offered  also  the  following  resolution 
for  consideration : 

Resohtdj  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands 
be  instrncted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
Tiding  by  Iftw  for  the  payment  of  so  much  of  the 
money  arif  ing  from  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  in  the 
State  of  Iltinoit,  since  the  first  day  of  January,  1819, 
as  has  been  reserved  by  law  for  the  eneouFagemsnt  ^ 
learning,  to  said  State. 

Mr.  C.  observed  that  the  object  of  this  resolution 
was,  simply  to  enable  the  State  of  Illinois  to  ob- 
tain the  three  per  cent,  fund  arising  from  the  sale 
of  public  lands  which  had  been  reserved  hf  Oon> 
grtts  to  be  appropriated  by  the  State  to  the  en- 
couragement of  learning.  This  course,  he  said 
had  been  considered  necessary,  since  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  might  not  otherwise  feel  authori- 
zed to  pay  it  over.     This,  Mr.  C.  said,  was   the 
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coone  uken  hf  Indiana  to  olMam  her  road  Amd, 
reserved  in  the  same  ivay. 

This  isolation  was  also  adopted  without  a 
division. 

THE  MI680UHI  BILL. 

TheHouse  then  again  resolved  itsdf  intoa  Gom- 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  on  this  bill. 

Mr.  Rankin,  of  Mississippi,  took  the  floor,  and 
spoke  more  than  an  hour  against  the  restriction, 

Mr.  R.,  observed,  ^at  Creon,  King  of  Thebes, 
had  been  represented  by  Euripides,  to  have  sent 
a  herald  to  Athens,  who  inquired  for  the  King 
of  Athens*  Theseus  replied,  "  You  seek  him  in 
vain ;  th\s  is  a  free  city,  and  the  sovereign  power 
is  in  all  rae  people."  In  our  Government,  all  ad-, 
mit  the  sovereignty  of  the  people ;  but^  if  tne  ar^- 
ments  of  gentlemen  who  advocate  this  restriction 
be  correct.  Congress  possesses  absolute  sovereignty, 
and  the  people  are  their  servants.  It  is  urged  that, 
although  Congress  has  no  express  delegation  of 
power  in  the  Constitution,  yet  Congress  may,  by 
virtue  of  its  sovereign  power,  impose  any  condi- 
tions on  the  admission  of  Missouri  into  the  Union. 
There  is  no  sovereignty  in  Congress,  known  to  the 
Constitution,  except  such  as  is  expr^y  delegated ; 
the  Limits  of  which  are  clearly  marked  and  defined 
by  that  instmment  Even  State  governments, 
which  derive  their  powers  immediately  from  the 
people,  are  but  a  portion  of  natural  liberty  or  abso- 
lute sovereignty,  deiecnted  to  rulers,  to  be  exercised 
for  the  common  welfare.  The  Federal  Govern- 
ment, emanating  from  the  State&  and  wielding  an 
authority  regulating  and  protecting  the  commti- 
aity  of  States,  is  one  degree  farther  removed  from 
the  source  of  power.  In  such  a  Gk^vemment  we 
are  not  required,  as  gentlemen  have  contended,  to 
search  the  Constitution  for  prohibitions,  but  vre 
search  for  what  is  ddegated.  The  silence  of  the 
Constitution  is  our  law — a  mandate  as  iirohibitory 
to  oar  exercise  of  legislation,  as  the  voice  of  the 
Almighty  to  the  waves  of  ocean.  Its  language  is, 
**Thus  far  shall  jou  go,  and  no  farther.^'  Depart 
from  these  principles,  and  you  tread  on'  dangerous 
groands.  Imagine  you  possess  an  undefined,  un- 
umited  sovereignty,  not  delegated,  but  resting  on 
yottr  capricious  will,  superior  to  all  constitution 
and  laws,  and  you  sap  the  foundation  of  yoiir  lib- 
erty ;  sooner  or  later  yon  are  buried  in  the  ruins  of 
the  superstructure.  Despotism  is  equally  danger- 
oas,  odious,  and  oppressive,  whether  exercised  by 
an  individual  or  the  National  Legislature.  Des- 
potism is  but  the  arbitrary  exercise  of  powers  lim- 
ited, defined,  and  bounded  by  no  law  but  the  sov- 
ereijrn  will  of  the  despot. 

Without  resorting  to  general  principles  and  rea- 
soning, the  ianffuage  oi  the  Constitution  itself  is 
^sufficiently  expicit  as  to  what  we  may  do  consti- 
lutionally-.  Tne  first  article  declares,  that  all  pow- 
ers therem  '*  granted  are  vested  in  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States."  We  have,  then,  to  inquire,  is 
the  power  to  impose  this  restriction  ^*  granted"  by 
the  Coiistitution  ?  If  there  be  any  doubt  on  that 
subject,  prudence^  at  least,  forbids  us  to  proceed 
farther.  The  9th  and  10th  articles  of  the  amend- 
oents  declare,  ^  that  the  enumeration  in  the  Con- 


*  stittttion  of  certain  rights  shall  not  be  construed 

*  to  deny  or  disparage  others  retained  by  the  peo- 
'  nie;"  and  ''that  the  powers  not  delegated  to  the 
'  United  States  by  the  Constitution,  nor  prohibited 
'  by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the  States,  te- 
'  spectively,  or  to  the  people."  I  have  been  par- 
ticular in  making  these  preliminary  remarks,  be- 
cause gentlemen  who  have  occupied  a  distinguish- 
ed ground  in  favor  of  the  restriction  appear  to  rely 
much  on  the  sovereignty  of  Congress.  It  Js  neces- 
sary that  a  thing  so  {X)Werful  in  its  opera tiotts 
should  be  clearly  understood. 

Regarding  the  principles  already  laid  down,  let 
us  proceed  to  examine  the  difierent  clauses  and 
sections  of  the  Constitution  which  are  supposed  to 
enable  us  constitutionally  to  impose  this  restriction 
on  Missouri.  In  pursuing  the  course  which  I  had 
originally  designed  for  myself,  (said  Mr.  R.,)  I 
must  necessarily  tread  on  some  of  the  grounds  oc- 
cupied by  the  gentlemen  who  have  preceded  me 
in  tiie  debate.  This  is  a  misfortune  arising  fVom 
the  necessity  which  has  compelled  me  to  delay 
my  argument  until  this  period,  but  Would  not  jus- 
tiXy  presenting  it  to  the  Committee  mutilated  and 
imperfect 

ny  the  9th  section  of  the  fiivt  article  of  the  Con- 
stitution it  is  declared,  "  the  migration  or  imporVa- 
'  tion  of  cnich  persons  as  any  of  the  States  now 
'  existing  shall  think  proper  to  admit,  shall  not  be 
'  prohibited  b^f  Congress  prior  ti  the  year  1806," 
Ac.  Does  this  delegjEite  any  now^r  to  Congress  to 
prohibit  the  importation  of^  naves,  even  atte^  the 
year  1808  ?  A  gentteman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr. 
Seroeant)  says,  that  a  prohibition  or  the  exercise 
of  a  power  necessarily  implies  that  there  is  a  power 
to  be  restricted.  This  conclusion  is  by  no  means 
necessary.  It  may  proceed  from  abundant  cau- 
tion, in  order  to  avoid  the  doctrine  of  implied 
powers^  which  have  been  so  much  used  in  this 
discussion.  But  even  ^is  restriction,  which  might, 
at  the  time  the  atticle  was  prepared,  have  appeared 
necessary,  in  ordear  to  reconcile  the  contrariety  of 
opinions  that  then  existed,  and  quiet  the  jealousies 
of  the  Stiies)  became  unnecessary  when  the  aiatend- 
m^ts  were  sobsequenlly  adopted,  confining  the 
exercise  of  the  powers  of  Couj^ess  to  what  was 
expresf^y  delated.  Many  enlightened  stateamen 
viewed  the  Federal  Government  as  a  manster 
crouching  over  the  State  sovereignties,  already 
possessed  of  powers^  which  at  some  future  day  it 
would  exert,  sufficient  to  annihilate  them,  and 
therefore  imposed  cheeks  and  barriers  where  none 
were  necessary.  This  is  maition^,  not  with  a 
view  of  disturbing  antecedent  legislation,  but  to 
show  that,  in  the  united  zeal  of  the  North  and 
Scfuth  to  terminate  the  slave  trade,  they  have  ex- 
ercised a  power  at  least  questionable.  But,  if  ques- 
tionable in  relation  to  that  which  implication  fa- 
vors, how  much  more  so  in  regard  to  this  new, 
undefined,  unlimited,  assumption  of  sovereignty  7 

In  the  construction  of  this  section,  said  Mr,  R., 
we  should  adopt  the  rales  dictated  by  cottmon 
sense,  applicame  to  such  subjects.  Construe  it 
either  literally  or  according  to  the  spirit  and  mean- 
ing. "Gentlemen  ion  fhvor  of  this  restriction  tnay 
adopt  eidier,  or  both,  as  will  best  suit  their  pur- 
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pose.  Gentlemen,  not  satisfied  with  this,  ask  us 
to  admit  that  the  word  "  persons"  means  negroes 
or  slares,  which  meaning  they  derive  from  the 
spirit  and  meaning  of  the  section,  and  adopt  a  lit- 
eral sense  for  the  word  "  migration,"  which  is  said 
to  mean  a  transition  from  one  State  into  another, 
although  you  may  not  travel  a  mile  in  the  pas- 
sage. Heretofore,  when  any  man  was  asked  what 
is  the  meaning  of  this  section,  he  immediately  re- 
plied, "  to  enable  Congress  to  prohibit  the  dave 
trade  after  the  year  1808."  But,  sir.  to  what  con- 
clusion do  we  arrive  in  construing  this  section  lit- 
erally? The  word  "persons"  is  a  generic  term, 
embracing  every  description  of  human  beings,  no 
matter  of  what  complexion,  while  the  words  "mi- 
gration and  importation"  are  of  equally  extensive 
signification ;  tne  former  including  such  persons 
as  have  volition,  and  can  migrate;  and  the  latter, 
such  as  have  no  volition,  but  are  imported  or  car- 
ried along  by  the  will  of  the  master.  This  signi- 
fication to  the  word  migration,  appears  to  comport 
with  its  original,  or,  what  a  gentleman  from  Del- 
aware (Mr.  McLane)  was  pleased  to  call  its  tech- 
nical use,  being  applied  to  the  passage  of  birds 
from  one  region  into  another,  changing  their  cli- 
mate at  pleasure,  free  as  the  air  they  &im  in  the 
transition.  It  has  been  subsequently  used  to  sis- 
aify  a  voluntary  change  of  country  by  individuus 
ana  families,  but  never  to  signify  an  involuntary 
removal. 

If  this  word  "  migration"  must  have  a  meaning 
unconnected  with,  and  different  from,  "  importa- 
tion," why  not  use  it,  as  many  contend  it  was  ori- 
gjnsilly  designed  b>[  the  Convention,  to  enable 
Congress  to  prohibit  the  influx  or  migration  of 
foreigners  to  our  countrv,  after  a  limited  period  ? 
This  word  "  migration"  was,  therefore,  either  in- 
tended to  apply  to  emigration  from  Europe,  or, 
what  appears  equally  probable,  was  intended,  in 
connexion  with  the  word  "  persons,"  to  disguise 
this  anti-republican  feature  in  our  republican  Con- 
stitution. For  why  should  the  Convention  con- 
ceal the  words  "  negroes  or  slaves,"  under  the  word 
"  persons,"  and,  in  ue  same  sentence,  speak  of  the 
"  importation"  of  "  persons"  as  they  would  of  a 
bale  of  merchandise  ?  The  words  "  shall  think 
proper  to  admit,"  point  strongly  to  an  admission 
from  abroad,  and  not  to  a  mere  change  of  residence 
within  the  United  States. 

Some  r^ard,  as  gentlemen  in  opposition  to  the 
principles  I  advocate  have  very  justly  contended, 
ought  to  be  paid  to  a  long-continued  exposition 
of  this  section,  by  legislation  in  relation  to  its  pro- 
visions. The  authorities  produced  by  the  friends 
of  restriction,  to  show  the  respect  which  tribunals 
of  justice  pay  to  this  principle,  will  be  applied  by 
them  while  we  trace  the  course  of  legislation 
adopted  by  Confess  in  relation  to  this  subject. 
Upwards  of  thirty  years  have  elapsed  since  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution,  during  which  period 
Congress  have,  with  a  vigilance  that  never  re- 
posed, directed  their  efibrts  to  the  abolition  of  the 
slave  trade,  without  even  suspecting  they  pos- 
sessed the  power  now  attempted  to  be  assumed — 
a  power  to  prevent  an  American  citizen  from 
changing  his  residence,  and  carrying  with  him  his 


slave  to  any  section  of  the  Union  where  slavery  i^ 
not  prohibited.  How  easily  might  every  prece- 
ding Cong^ress  have  exercised  their  "hamanity" 
in  preventing  an  "  extension  of  the  evils  of  sla- 
very" to  the  States  of  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Lk)o- 
isiana,  Mississippi,  and  Alabama !  Bat  the  wis- 
dom of  1819  was  alone  competent  to  this  arduous 
task ;  this  discovery  of  "  negatives  pregnant"  and 
latent  and  dormant  powers. 

In  17d4  Congress  prohibited  ''residents"  in,  or 
"  citizens"  of,  the  United  States,  from  fitting  out 
vessels  for  the  slave  trade, and,  in  1800,  from  hav- 
ing an  interest  in  vessels  fitted  ont  for  that  pur- 
pose. The  act  of  1803  prohibited  the  importation 
of  slaves  into  States  where  slavery  was  prohihited 
by  law,  and  that  of  1807,  passed  in  anticipation  of 
the  period  fixed  in  the  Constitution,  was  intended 
forever  to  terminate  that  trafilc  to  the  United 
States.  From  that  period  until  the  last  session  of 
Congress  it  was  believed  by  all  sides  that  what- 
ever power  was  delegated  by  this  section  had  been 
expended  in  legislation. 

What  construction  was  given  this  article  by 
contemporaneous  expositions?  In  that  most  able 
commentary  on  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  called  the  Federalist,  which  is  known  to 
be  the  joint  production  of  Mr.  Madison,  General 
Hamilton,  and  '^  that  great  civilian,  Mr.  Jajr,"  we 
have  a  construction  vdiich  will  be  found  m  No. 
42  of  that  work.  Add  to  this  an  authority,  ^whlch 
radtlemen  in  favor  of  this  restriction  will  certainly 
be  disposed  to  respect,  the  opinion  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Convention,  when  m  debate  on  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States.  They  say  that,  by 
the  old  Articles  of  Confederation,  the  General 
Government  had  no  power  to  prevoit  the  impor- 
tation of  slaves  into  tne  States,  and  rejoice  that  a 
period  is  fixed  when  Congress  may  interpose  its 
authority,  and  forever  ternunate  this  traffic. 

The  meaning  of  this  section  we  have  irom  a 
very  distinguished  man,  who  was  a  member  of  the 
Oeneral  Convention  that  formed  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States.  There  was  a  time  w^hen  the 
brilliancy  of  this  man's  mind  illumined  the  path 
of  reason  and  penetrated  the  labyrinths  of  art  and 
science ;  yesterday  he  was  within  these  walls,  but 
no  longer  what  he  was ;  he  stands  the  melancholy 
wreck  of  intellectual  greatness,  teaching  humilia- 
tion to  human  pride,  and  showing  how  low  man 
can  be  depressed  when  enervating  disease  palsies 
his  frame,  and  the  hand  of  the  Almighty  presses 
upon  hioi.  I  refer  to  Luther  Martin,  of  Mfary land. 
When  called  upon  by  the  Legislature  of  his  State 
to  declare  his  objections  to  the  Constitution,  pre- 
viously to  its  adoption,  in  a  written  communica- 
tion to  that  body,  he  declares : 

<'  By  the  ninth  section  of  this  article,  the  importa* 
tion  of  such  persons  as  any  of  the  States  now  existing 
shall  think  proper  to  admit,  shall  not  be  prohibited 
prior  to  the  year  1808,  but  a  duty  may  be  imposed  on 
such  importation." 

**  The  design  of  this  clause  is  to  prevent  the  Geno« 
ral  Government  firom  prohibiting  the  importation  ol 
slaves ;  that  the  same  reasons  which  caused  them  to 
strike  out  the  word  *  national/  and  not  admit  the  ^roid 
<  stamps,'  influenced  them  here  to  guard  against  the 
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word  slaves ;  they  anxiously  sought  to  avoid  the  ad- 
mission of  expressions  which  might  be  odious  in  the 
ears  of  Americans,  although  they  were  willing  to  ad- 
mit into  their  system  those  things  which  the  expres- 
lion  signified ;  aad  hence  it  is,  that  the  clause  is  so 
worded  as  to  authorize  the  General  Government  to 
impose  a  duty  of  ten  dollars  on  eveiy  foreigner  who 
comes  into  a  State  to  become  a  citizen,  whether  he 
comes  absolutely  free,  or  qualified  so  as  a  servant;  al« 
though  this  is  contrary  to  the  design  of  the  framers, 
ind  the  duty  was  only  meant  to  extend  to  the  impor* 
tttion  of  slaves."     P.  55. 

After  obserying  that  the  committee  of  detail  had 
reported  this  clause,  without  limitation  as  to  the 
time  of  importation,  which  provision  the  Conven- 
tion rejected,  he  says:  ^'they  were  informed  by 
'  the  dele^tes  from  South  Carolina  and  Georgia 
'  that  their  States  never  would  agree  to  any  sys- 
'  tern  which  put  it  in  the  power  of  the  General 
'  Grovemment  to  prevent  the  importation  of  slaves, 
'  and  that  they,  as  delegates  from  those  States,  must 
'withhold  their' assent  fr<»n  such  system.''  A 
committee,  composed  of  one  member  from  each 
State,  was  chosen,  to  whom  this  subject,  together 
with  that  part  of  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
detail  which  declared  ^'that  no  navigation  act 
shall  be  passed,  without  the  assent  of  two-thirds  of 
die  members  present  in  each  House."  was  referred. 
'Tlxis  committee,"  says  he,  '^  of  wnich  also  I  had 
'  the  honor  to  be  a  member,  met,  and  took  into 
'  their  consideration  the  subjects  committed  to 
'  them;  I  found  the  Eastern  States,  notwithstand- 
'  ing^  their  aversion  to  slavery,  very  willing  to  in- 
'  dul^  the  Southern  States,  at  least  with  a  tem- 
'  porary  liberty  to  prosecute  the  slave  trade, 
'  provided  the  Southern  States  would,  in  their  turn, 
'  Ratify  them  by  laying  no  restriction  on  the  nav- 
'  igation  acts ;  and  after  a  very  little  time  the  com- 
'  mi t tee,  by  a  great  majority,  agreed  on  a  report, 
'  by  w^hich  the  General  Government  was  to  be 
^  prohibited  from  preventing  the  importation  of 
'slaves,  for  a  limited  time,  and  the  restrictive 
'clause  relative  to  navigation  acts  was  to  be 
'  omitted/' 

He  adds,  in  page  58,  ''  You  will  perceive,  sir, 
'  not  only  that  the  General  Government  is  pro- 
'  hi bi ted  from  interfering  in  the  slave  trade,  before 
'  the  year  1808,  but  there  is  no  provision  in  the 
^  Constitution  that  it  shall  afterwards  be  prohib- 
'  ited,  nor  any  security  that  such  prohibition  will 
*'  ever  take  place." 

This  statement  is  not  made  from  frail  memory, 
after  time  bad  almost  effaced  the  recollection  of 
scenes  long  transpired,  but  is  history  itself,  record- 
ing^ events  while  transacting. 

By  the  second  clause  of  the  third  section  and 
fourth  article  of  the  Constitution,  "  Coneress  shall 
'  have  power  to  dispose  of  and  make  all  needful 

*  rules  and  regulations  respecting  the  territory  or 

*  other  property  belonging  to  the  United  States ; 

*  and  nothing  in  this  Constitution  shall  be  so  con- 
,  '  stnied  as  to  prejudice  any  claims  of  the  United 

'  States,  or  of  any  particular  State."  The  power 
here  delegated  may  have  full  scope  in  reflating 
Jhc  settlement  authorizing  a  temporary  legislation, 
and  disposing  of  the  public  lands,  without  attempt- 


ing to  seize  or  legislate  away  private  property. 
The  words  "  other  property,"  in  this  clause,  strong- 
ly intimate  that  construction.  But,  said  he,  Mr. 
Chairman,  I  am  not  disposed  to  pursue  a  course 
of  reasoning  that  may  appear  too  refined.  Con- 
gress can  make  all  "  needful  rules  and  regulations" 
respecting  their  "territory."  Needful  docs  not 
mean  mere  expediency,  but  something  really  ne- 
cessary to  be  done.  The  most  that  the  advocates 
of  this  restriction  can  say  is,  that,  in  their  opinion, 
it  is  expedient.  Again,  sir,  is  this  a  rule  and  reg- 
ulation respecting  your  territory?  As  much  so  as 
the  constitution  of  Missouri,  when  formed  for  the 
State,  will  be  a  constitution  for  the  Territory  of 
Missouri.  When  your  paternal  government  has 
expired,  and  Missouri  is  no  longer  a  Territory,  she 
enjoys  this  legacy.  Make  her  whole  constitution, 
and  call  this  legislation  for  your  territory ;  for  if 
you  can  make  one  article,  you  can,  with  equal 
justice,  make  the  constitution,  and  entirely  dis- 
pense with  the  voice  of  the  people. 

By  the  first  clause  of  the  fourth  article  and  sec- 
ond section  of  the  Constitution,  "  Congress  shall 
guaranty  to  every  State  in  the  Union  a  republi- 
can form  of  government."  The  power  to  impose 
this  restriction  is  derived,  by  some  gentlemen,  from 
this  section,  because,  say  they,  no  constitution  can 
be  republican  in  which  slavery  is  not  prohibited. 
The  word  "  guaranty"  neither  gives  the  power  of 
imposing  conditions^  nor  does  it  mean  to  form,  or 
assist  in  the  formation  of  a  government ;  but  pre- 
supposes the  existence  of  a  State  government  to  be 
guarantied.  This  provision  was  intended  to  pro- 
tect, by  the  strength  of  the  Union,  the  State  sove- 
reignties, in  case  foreign  influence  or  internal 
commotions  should  render  the  States  incapable  of 
supporting,  separately,  their  republican  institu- 
tions. In  this  opinion  I  am  supported  by  the  terms 
used,  and  by  the  excellent  commentary  prieviously 
referred  to  in  this  argument.  This  article  cannot, 
then,  confer  the  power  contended  for  by  the  friends 
of  the  amendment.  But,  at  all  events,  the  Con- 
vention could  not  have  intended  that  the  constitu- 
tions of  new  States  should  be  more  republican  than 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  the  con- 
stitutions of  the  original  States,  in  which  slavery 
had  been  recognised,  and  the  right  to  that  species 
of  property  guarantied. 

The  first  clause  of  the  third  section  and  fourth 
article  of  the  Constitution  declares,  "  New  States 
may  be  admitted  by  Congress  into  the  Union.** 
This  is  really  the  only  clause  ip  the  Constitution 
which  delef^tes  any  power  to  Congress  in  relation 
to  the  admission  ot  Missouri.  The  other  grounds 
have  been  noticed,  because  they  had  been  relied  on 
by  gentlemen  in  tavor  of  restriction ;  "  may"  ex- 
presses a  discretionary  power — a  power  to  admit, 
and  a  power  to  refuse  admission,  but  nothing  more. 
I  have  (said  Mr.  R.)  heard  this  called  an  universal 
proposition,  which,  according  to  the  reasoning  of 
gentlemen,  means,  that  if  you  are  authorized  to  do 
a  specific  act,  you  may,  by  virtue  of  that  authority, 
do  any  thing  else  you  please  in  relation  to  the  suo- 
ject  for  which  that  act  is  to  be  performed.  Gen- 
tlemen would  argue,  if  you  may  admit  a  man  into 
your  house,  you  may  compel  him  to  enter  the 
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window,  or  come  down  the  chimney ;  or  you  m^y 
impose  any^  conditions  On  him  when  he  enters- 
such  a^  binding  him  neck  and  heels,  rifling  his 
pockets,  or  cutting  his  throat  It  has  been  said 
that  many  things  are  necessarily  implied,  when 
not  expressed  in  the  Constitution,  being  necessarv 
to  carry  the  original  powers  into  effect ;  this  is  aa- 
mitted,  but  not  to  the  extent  for  which  gentlemen 
contend.  We  do  not  admit  that  this  restriction  is 
at  all  necessarv  to  carry  the  power  of  admission 
into  effect.  The  power  of  admitting  renders  the 
power  of  passing  a  law  for  the  admission,  and  ex- 
tending the  benefits  of  the  Union  to  the  State, 
when  admitted,  necessary ;  but  does  not  confer  on 
Congress  the  power  to  frame  a  constitution  for, 
SM|d  strip  the  people  of  th^ir  sovereiflnty. 

This  restriction  has  also  been  c^Ued  a  comjiaot. 
YeS|  sir,  the  same  kind  of  a  compact  a  rictorious 
i^rmv  makes  with  a  place  whose  defenders,  worn 
out  by  fatigue  and  iamine,  are  compelled  to  ao* 
cept  tne  terms  dictated  by  power ;  the  same  kind 
oT  a  compact  the  Romans  made  with  the  savage 
Bvennus,  when  he  cast  his  sword  into  the  scale 
tln,t  increased  her  ransom.  You  say  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Missouri,  on  this  condition  vou  shall  be  ad- 
BMtted  into  the  Union,  and,  instead  of  asking  them 
to  make  an  agreement  with  you,  allowing  tbem  the 
parivikffe  of  accepting  or  rejecting  it,  the  agree- 
ment IS  made  by  you,  and  presented  to  them  to 
execute.  The  condition  of  their  refusal  is  a  per- 
petual state  of  colonial  vassalage^  this  you  call 
an  agreement — a  compact !  Why,  sir,  in  order  to 
make  a  valid  compact,  reason,  as  well  as  law,  de- 
clares, that  there  must  be  parties  able  to  contract, 
and  willing  to  contract ;  able  to  accept  and  reject 
the  terms  proposed.  Is  Missouri  willmg  to  enter 
uitfo  this  compact  with  vou  ?  She  protests  against 
your  u^rpation — ^not  having  the  equal  power  to 
resist,  she  can  only  protest.  The  General  Grov- 
erpm«it  may  enter  into  a  compact  binding  upon 
the  nation  when  acting  within  the  scope  of  the 
authority  del^^ated  by  the  Constitution ;  but  they 
have  no  more  power  to  seize  on  the  rights  of  the 
freemen  of  Missouri,  and  then  require  of  them,  as 
a  peace-offering,  a  portion  of  those  rights,  than  I 
have  to  enter  tne  house  of  my  neighbor,  to  which 
I  have  no  color  of  claim,  and  require  of  him,  as  a 
condition  for  my  leaving  him  in  the  peaceable  pos- 
session of  his  property,  the  use  of  one  of  his  apart- 
m^eats  forever.  Cannot  Missouri  enter  into  a  com- 
pact ?  Yes,  says  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
niag  (Mr.  SsiiofiANT,)  States  have  made,  and  are 
capable  of  making,  contracts.  Did  not  Virginia, 
says  he,  make  a  compact  with  the  United  States, 
4bc.,  in  ceding  the  Northwestern  Territory  ?  Let 
me  ask  the  gentleman,  Mr.  Chairman,  what  was 
Virginia  when  she  made  this  compact — a  Terri- 
tory, or  a  free  independent  State ;  her  constitution 
formed,  and  capable  of  rejecting  unjust  requisi- 
tions ?  Is  that  the  condition  of  Missouri '?  No, 
sir ;  terms  are  prescribed  which  they  are  unwilling 
to  accept,  and  which  they  have  no  State  capacity 
either  to  receive  or  reject.  By  the  gentleman's 
reasoning,  a  sovereign,  independent  State  can  make 
a  compact,  therefore  the  Territory  of  Missouri  can 
do  so;  a  man  can  make  a  binding  agreement, 


therefore  a  child  can  enter  into  a  valid  obligation. 
Again,  sir,  it  has  been  said  that  the  people  of  Mis- 
souri are  receiving  a  consideration  for  this  *'*'  sur- 
render of  a  portion  of  their  municipal  rights" — 
their  admission  into  the  Union.  Why,  sir,  to  this 
they  are  entitled  already,  by  the  treaty  of  1803, 
Altered  into  with  the  Glovemment  of  France,  by 
which  Louisiana  was  ceded  to  the  United  States, 
and  by  which  it  is  stipulated,  that  "  the  inhabitants 
'  of  the  ceded  territory  shall  be  incorporated  into 
'  the  union  of  the  United  States,  and  admitted,  as 
'  soon  as  possible,  according  to  the  principles  of 
^  the  Federal  Constitution,  to  the  enjoyment  of  all 
'  the  rights,  advantages,  and  immunities,  of  citi- 
'  zens  of  the  United  States;  and  in  the  meantime 
*  they  shall  be  maintained  and  protected  in  the 
^  free  enjoyment  of  their  liberty,  prc^ierty,  and  the 
^  religion  which  they  profess.'^ 

The  price  of  their  admission  into  the  Union  is 
alreadv  paid,  and,  if  you  regard  the  tYcaty,  the)- 
must  oe  admitted.  Your  ^  mav"  in  the  Consti- 
tution is  converted  into  *^ shall"  in  the  treaty. 
You  have  bought  a  tract  of  land,  and  paid  the 
consideration  stipulated  in  the  deed  solemnly  exe- 
cuted, yet  the  vender  refiises  to  ^ive  you  posses- 
aion  without  you  pay  him  an  additional  consider- 
ation. If  such  demands  would  be  iniquitous  in 
transactions  between  individuals,  how  much  more 
so  when  made  by  a  nation,  boasting  of  its  justice 
and  magnanimity ! 

It  has  been  said  that  there  is  no  power  to  com- 
plain of  a  violation  of,  or  to  oiforce  an  obedience 
to,  this  treaty.  Shall  we,  therefore,  not  perform 
our  engagements,  because  we  cannot  be  coerced  ? 
The  honest  heart  revolts  at  such  a  proposition. 
Justice  commands  the  performance  of  our  engage- 
ments, although  there  is  no  power  to  enforce,  and 
no  eye  sees  our  delinquency.  A  sreat  and  nmg- 
nanimous  people  should  scorn  such  a  subterfuge. 

Congress,  say  gentlemen,  have  the  power  of  ad- 
mitting new  States,  and  the  treaty-makinc  power 
had  no  right  to  stijuilate  for  the  admission  of  Louis- 
iana into  the  Union.  The  second  clause  of  the 
sixth  article  of  the  Constitution  declares,  that  ^'all 
treaties  made  by  the  authority  of  the  United  States 
are  the  supreme  law  of  the  land."  '^  By  the  au- 
thoritv,"  must  mean  the  treaty-making  power,  the 
President  and  Senate,  in  whom  the  power  is  vested. 
The  authority  of  the  United  States  has  made  this 
treaty,  and  the  House  of  Representatives  has  re- 
peatedly sanctioned  its  provisions.  Whatever  ob- 
jection might  .have  been  made  previously  to  its 
ratification,  because  of  its  interrerence  with  the 
power  vested  in  Congress  to  admit  new  States, 
the  obiection  now  comes  too  late.  The  Senate 
could  have  made  no  appropriation  of  money  for 
the  purchase  of  Louisiana  without  the  concur- 
rence of  the  House  of  Representatives..  This  con- 
currence was  a  pledge,  on  the  part  of  that  branch 
of  the  National  Legislature,  toat  the  stipulations 
of  the  treaty  should  be  performed.  Your  legisla- 
tion for  the  territory  ceded,  and  the  admission  of 
Louisiana,  were  additional  pledges.  You  have 
surveyed  the  public  lands,  pocketed  the  money, 
and  enjoyed  all  the  advantages  of  the  cession,  and 
now  reifuse  to  comply  with  your  agreement,  be- 
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cause  fou  sav  the  Pmideot  and  Senale  had  no 
power  to  make  the  treaty,  and  there  is  no  power 
tp  compel  you  to  perform  your  agreemokt  if  valid. 
From  the  trefity  of  1803,  erery  succcscire  Con- 
gress bafly  in  some  shape,  recognised  the  validity 
of  this  treaty,  and  given  some  pledge  that  its  stip- 
ulation should  be  regarded  until  ve,  more  wise, 
but,  perhaps,  less  just,  than  our  predecessors,  have 
discovered  that  it  was  made  without  authority, 
and  is  void !  Had  not  the  people  who  removed 
to  that  country  under  your  former  course  of  lego* 
latioB  a  right  to  expect  that  security,  for  themselves 
and  their  property,  which  the  treaty  promised? 

This  treaty  declares  who  shall  fale  mcorporated 
into  the  Union,  when  they  shall  be  incorporated, 
to  what  tl»ey  shall  he  entitled  when  incorporated, 
and  promises,  in  the  meantime,  security  to  their 
liberty  and  property.  In  the  meantime,  must  indi- 
cate a  time  between  two  points — the  points  here 
iadjcated  are,  the  ratifieation  of  the  treaty,  and 
their  admission  into  the  Union.  Congress  might, 
in  the  meantime,  have  prohibited  the  settlement  of 
the  country  firom  other  parts  of  the  Union ;  but  if 
they  permittfMl  others  to  settle  there,  being  inhabi- 
taats  of  the  oeded  territory,  al  the  time  of  its  ad- 
mission into  the  Union,  thejr  were  aeoessary  to 
CO  joy  the  privileges  of  admission  into  the  Union. 
Congress  could  not  admit  the  original  inhahitants 
and  exclude  others  there  at  the  tmie  of  its  admia- 
Mon ;  nor  could  thev  disregard  the  rights  of  thofie 
who  settled  there  subsequent  to  ^e  treaty ;  for  all 
who  are  inhabitants,  "  in  the  meantim^"  are  se- 
eored  in  their  property  and  liberty."  When  are 
they  to  be  admittea  ?  ^'  So  soon  as  possible,  con- 
sistent with  the  principles  of  the  Constitution;"  so 
soon  as  they  have  the  number  heretofore  required 
fior  such  admission.  Haviug  that  number,  they 
now  ask  you  to  perform  your  stipulation,  and  can 
yott  justly  refuse  1  To  what  are  they  to  be  enti- 
tled, when  admitted  into  the  Union  ?  To  the  en- 
joyment of  all  the  ^^  rights,  advantaoes,  and  im- 
munities, of  citizens  of  the  United  States."  Yet 
you  deny  them  one  of  the  most  essential  and  dear- 
est riff  hts,  the  right  to  form  their  own  constitution, 
tnd  snape  their  own  municipal  regulations.  They 
ve  what  yon  have  agreed  they  shall  be,  with  this 
dcmding;^  exception,  this  surrender  of  municipal 
rights.  This  word  '^  shall,"  in  the  treaty,  taxes 
away  discretion,  and  we  must  either  disrward  the 
treaty,  or  admit  Missouri^not  stripped  of  its  sov- 
96ak  power,  but  on  a  footing  with  theother  Stales. 
toaU  the  ^riffhta,  advantages,  and  immunities," 
of  citizens  of  tne  United  States. 

The  ordi Dance  of  1787  has  been  resorted  to  for 
the  purpose  of  showing  that  Congress  has  exer- 
cised this  power,  and  may  therefore  now  do  the 
same.  There  is  no  crime  that  could  not  be  justi- 
fied by  reasooing  in  this  mode:  such  things  have 
been  done,  therefore  they  are  right!  This  ordi- 
nance was  passed  under  the  Articles  of  Confed- 
oation,  previously  to  the  adoption  of  the  Consti- 
totion,  and  camiot  prove  that  such  an  ordinance 
would  have  been  authorized  by  the  Constitution. 
Sabsequeut  legislation  only  went  to  carry  into  effect 
what  had  been  promised  ]^ior  to  the  Constitution 

Crentlemen  have  called  to  their  aid  the  Declara- 


tion of  Independence:  '^  All  men  are  bom  equally 
free  and  independent!  Those  who  believe  that 
this  declaration  gives  libertv  to  every  slave  in  the 
Union,  will  find  a  learned  cnapter  on  that  subject, 
in  a  ludicrous  work  written  by  Judge  Brecxeu- 
ridge,  of  Pennsylvania,  called  Alodern  Chivalry, 
to  which  I  refer  the  gentlemen.  But  is  this  polit- 
ical maxim  indeed  true?  Then  I  suppose  an  in- 
cident of  that  freedom  and  independence  would 
be,  that  every  people  have  a  right  to  adopt  their 
own  government  and  laws.  Do  you  not  deny  this 
privil^e  to  the  people  of  Missouri  7  In  your  zeal 
to  extend  liberty  to  the  slave,  you  taxe  away 
from  freemen  of  your  own  color,  and  entitled  to 
equal  rights  with  you,  their  ^  inalienable  rights." 
Tne  neople  of  Missouri  ask  the  privilege  of  form- 
ing tneir  own  constitution,  ana  you  deny  them 
that  privilege,  unless  they  adopt  an  article  which 
you  prescribe.  Have  we  so  soon  forgotten  that 
our  lathers  resisted  similar  usurpations  of  power 
attempted  by  &ngland-~fought  and  esublished  the 
independence  we  now  enjoy?  Other  gendemen 
derive  this  power  firom  that  part  of  the  Constitu- 
tion which  enables  Confess  to  provide  for  the 
^general  welfare:'^  nothing  can  be  more  danger- 
ous than  this  doctrine.  When  Napoleon  annihi- 
lated the  Government,  and  seized  Uie  liberties  of 
France,  he  said,  this  is  demanded  by  the  general 
welfare.  When  Caesar  subverted  the  iib^es  of 
Rome,  he  professed  to  be  providing  for  the  general 
welfare.  When  Cromwdl  turned  the  Parliament 
of  Great  Britain  out  of  doors,1  he  professed  to  be 
acting  for  the  general  welfare.  The  genius  of 
desolation,  seated  on  the  ruins  of  empires,  speaks, 
as  a  voice  from  the  tombs  to  you,  to  ^'  beware  of 
the  exercise  of  this  dan^ous  power."  The  de- 
parted Governments  ot  Carthage,  Greece,  and 
Rome,  of  Venice,  and  of  Switzerland,  hail  your 
advances  in  this  path  of  the  sepulchre  of  nations. 
The  friends  of  restriction  plant  a  dagger  in  the 
bosom  of  their  country^nd  call  this  providing  for 
the  general  welfare.  They  excite  the  most  awful 
discord  among  the  members  of  this  House,  which 
enters  into  and  distracts  all  its  deliberations,  and 
exeites  the  most  alarming  ferment  in  the  commu- 
nity, and  call  this  humanity.  Humanity  to  our 
country  forbids  agitating  a  question  so  well  calcu- 
lated to  disturb  the  repose  of  society. 

Is  it  justice  to  the  States  of  the  Union  where 
slavery  is  tolerated,  to  prohibit  them  from  a  set- 
tlement in  Missouri,  purchased  by  the  common 
fundis  of  the  nation  7  The  exclusion  is  not  direct, 
because  it  would  not  be  borne  in  that  shape ;  but 
if  leannot  entor  there  with  my  property,  which 
habit,  or  something  else,  has  rendered  necessary  to 
me,  i  am  excluded.  What  answer  can  we  make 
to  the  people  of  Missouri  when  they  ask,  'Hs  not 
self-government  our  right,  our  privilege,  and  our 
inheritance  1"  '^  Can  you  divest  us  of  our  pi'op- 
erty  without  our  consent  7"  "  When  emancipation 
has  taken  place  in  other  parts  of  the  Union,  the 
people,  by  their  Representatives,  consented  to  the 
aivestiture  of  their  rights ;  but  we  are  to  be  divested 
of  our  rights,  without  renresentation,  by  the  strong 
arm  of  Uongress,  and  that  in  the  name  of  con- 
science and  humanity." 
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I  cannot,  said  he,  pass  unnoticed .  the  course 
which  has  oeen  adopted,  in  relation  to  this  subiect, 
and  which,  in  the  language  of  Mr.  Jay,  has  oeen 
effected  by  a  "  plan  of  co-operation"  in  the  com- 
munity. The  people  intend  to  be  just  to  them- 
selres  and  their  Representatives ;  but  how  readily 
may  they  be  deceived !  A  meeting  is  called,  at 
which  tne  horrors  of  slavery  are  painted  in  the 
most  ^lowine  colors — the  honest  sympathies  of 
every  individual  present  are  excited,  and,  when 
wrought  almost  to  frenzy,  they  are  seriously  asked, 
are  you  willing  to  extend  this  evil  ?  No !  resounds 
from  a  thousand  tonnes.  No  inquiry  if  the  con- 
dition of  the  slave  will  not  be  ameliorated  by  ^^this 
extension."  The  Constitution  is  either  never  men- 
tioned, or  such  a  construction  given  it  as  suits  the 
public  feeling.  Grentlemen  should  recollect  that 
this  method  of  construing  the  Constitution,  by 
popular  assemblies,  is  at  least  dangerous,  and  that 
the  example  now  given  may  be  imitated  at  some 
future  day,  when  they  would  willingly  forget  what 
has  now  transpired.  On  matters  of  interest  and 
fediing,  the  people  must  be  consulted ;  but  I  have 
sworn  to  support  this  Constitution,  and  who  shall 
determine  for  me,  whether  this  act  is  a  violation 
of  my  oath  or  not?  In  the  midst  of  such  popular 
excitement,  the  prejudiced  and  corrupt  are  carried 
along  by  the  current,  the  timid  abandon  their  con- 
sciences, and  upright  men  too  often  fall  a  sacrifice 
to  their  integrity.  Could  any  plan  of  "  co-opera- 
tion" be  necessary  to  bring  the  members  oi  this 
House  to  a  correct  discharge  of  their  duty  7  The 
feeling,  both  of  the  North  and  South,  were  en- 
listed m  favor  of  an  amelioration  of  the  condition 
of  the  slave;  but  a  regard  for  the  Constitution, 
the  treaty,  the  general  rights  of  the  people  of  the 
Union,  and  oi  the  peo^e  of  Missouri,  prevent 
them  from  interfering.  The  "extension  of  sla- 
very !"  This  is  a  deceitful  term.  If,  by  extend- 
ing, you  mitigate  the  evils,  such  an  extension  is 
humanity,  is  mercy.  No  man  has  passed  through 
the  States  of  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Mississippi, 
and  Alabama,  who  does  not  know  that  their  con- 
dition is  much  better  there  than  in  the  old  States. 
Bf  the  same  reasoninff  you  give  to  the  unfortunate 
prisoner  the  light,  the  pure  air  of  Heaven,  and 
wholesome  food ;  and  you  call  this  an  extension  of 
his  evils.  You  confine  him  to  his  loathsome  dun- 
geon, his  brown  bread,  and  his  galling  fetters,  and 
you  call  this  humanilp.  The  supposition  that  you 
are  openinjj^  a  market,  and  thereby  tempting  an 
illicit  tramc,  is  ideal.  The  present  price  is  snfil- 
cient  to  tempt  avarice,  and  an  increase  of  value 
can  scarcely  be  expected  from  any  reasonable  mode 
of  calculation. 

We  are  told  "not  to  be  alarmed ;"  there  is  no 
disposition  to  disturb  property,  in  slaves,  in  the  old 
thirteen  States.  I  jud^e  of  tne  intentions  of  gen- 
tlemen from  the  principles  they  advocate.  We  are 
told  that  Congress  may,  when  the  Constitution  is 
silent,  exercise  its  sovereign  power ;  that  all  men. 
among  whom  are  slaves,  are  born  equally  free  ana 
independent ;  that  Congress  can  do  any  thing  con- 
ceived necessary  for  the  general  welfare,  and  that 
slavery  is  a  great  evil  and  ought  to  be  abolished ; 
that  Congress,  having  the  power  to  regulate  com- 


merce, and  prohibit  migration,  can  prevent  the 
TOissage  of  slaves  from  one  State  to  another. 
These  doctrines  lead  to  an  unlimited  exercise  of 
power — ^to  a  declaration  that  slavery  does  not  exist 
within  the  United  States;  but  if  it  does,  that  Con- 
gress may  abolish  it,  or  confine  it  to  narrow  limits ; 
yet  we  are  told  not  to  be  alarmed.  You  conduct 
us  to  an  awful  precipice,  and  hold  us  over  it,  in 
your  trembling  hands,  while  you  call  to  us,  do  not 
DC  alarmed.  We' cannot  but  feel  alarmed  for  the 
security  of  our  property;  when  such  principles  are 
advocated  we  assure  you  we  are  alarmed.  Should 
you  succeed,  it  is  questionable  whether  you  gain 
any  thing  for  the  slave.  No  respect  for  the  Con- 
stitutional principles  induces  you  to  urge  this  re- 
striction—^humanity  towards  your  couiftry,  already 
rent  by  discord,  foroids  widemng  the  breach.  I  do 
not  speak  of  disunion.  I  hope  our  Union  will  be 
as  perpetual  as  the  rocks  and  mountains  of  our 
continent.  Disunion  is  a  subject  which  I  fear  to 
have  rendered  familiar  to  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try. But  may  I  not  call  to  gentlemen  in  pursuit 
or  this  imagmary  sood — "  Spare,  oh  spare  your 
country  the  evils  which  the  agitation  of  this  ques- 
tion has  produced,  and  must  necessarily  produce, 
in  this  hitherto  happy  nation.  Let  us  not,  in  pur- 
suit of  phantoms,  destroy  this  last  asylum  of  the 
oppressed,  the  only  resting  place  of  lioerty,  exiled 
from  every  other  portion  of  the  world." 

Mr.  Hbndrickb,  of.Indiana,  spoke  as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman :  Rising,  at  this  late  hour  of  the 
debate,  and  preceded  by  many  who  were  prominent 
and  powerful  in  the  aiscussions  on  this  floor,  it  is 
not  to  be  expected  that  'very  much  remains  for  me 
to  say.  This,  however,  is  a  circumstance  which 
I  do  not  regret,  for  it  is  not  my  purpose  or  intention 
to  say  much.  Sir,  at  an  early  period  of  this  dis- 
cussion, it  was  my  intention  to  have  offered,  at 
large,  to  the  Committee,  my  views  on  this  subject, 
but  not  having  been  fortunate  enough  to  have  oc- 
cupied the  floor  at  that  stage  of  the  debate,  i  find 
much  of  the  ground  which  I  had  marked  out  for 
myself  occupied,  and  successfully,  as  I  think,  oc- 
cupied by  others. 

With  that  grround,  sir,  I  shall  have  as  little  to  do 
as  possible.  I  will  not  tire  the  Committee  in 
wandering  unnecessarily  upon  it,  but  will  ask  their 
indulgence  while  I  say  a  few  words,  which  appear 
to  me  necessary  to  be  said,  and  which  are  some  of 
my  reasons  for  the  vote  I  expect  to  give  on  the 
proposition  now  before  the  Committee.  Sir,  my 
apology  for  troubling  the  Committee  is,  the  interest 
which,  with  others,  I  take  in  this  great  question, 
and  the  circumstance  that  that  portion  of  the 
Union,  of  which  I  am  a  citizen  and  a  Represen- 
tative, seems  to  have  become,  in  a  great  measure, 
the  theatre  of  this  debate. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  history  of  the  Northwestern 
Territory  is  connected  with  the  earliest  and  the 
proudest  days  of  this  Republic,  and  its  history  in 
times  to  come  will  show  it  warmly  and  devotion- 
ally  attached  to  the  rights  of  the  States  and  the 
integrity  of  the  Union.  Sir,  there  is  nothing  for- 
tuitous or  uncertain  in  this  opinion.  The  States 
of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  are  standing  monu- 
ments of.  the  magnanimity  of  an  ancient  and  re- 
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soectaUe  S ta te,  (  Virginia.)  They  are  monuments  | 
also  of  a  wise  and  iioeral  policy,  whence  springs 
their  happy  institotions,  and  their  freedom  from 
slavery,  that  great  evil  of  the  South.  They  show 
a  policy  of  the  General  Government,  which,  should 
it  roll  on  with  the  flood  of  emigration  to  the  West, 
will  add  a  constellation  to  your  Union,  ecjual  in 
lustre  to  the  brightest  star  of  the  East.  This  is 
the  view  of  the  amendment  under  discussion — an 
amendment  which  commands  my  approbation  and 
coerces  my  support.  An  amendment,  objectionable, 
sajgentlenaen,  oecause  Congress  have  not  the  Con** 
stitutional  power  to  enact  it.  Those  who  oppose 
the  restriction  of  slavery  in  Missouri  call  for  the 
Constitutional  provision,  which  authorizes  the 
measure — call  for  the  speaking  index  which  points 
to  this  question,  as  though  every  measure  of  the 
Cvovernmettt  could  have  oeen  anticipated,  and  all 
its  future  incidents  seen  by  the  framers  of  the  Con- 
stitution. 

Mr.  Chairman^  the  language  of  the  Constitution 
is  plain  enough  for  me.  And  here  let  me  remark, 
that  this  amendment  presents  itself  to  my  mind 
in  a  point  of  view  difierent  from  that  in  which  it 
appears  to  be  considered,  by  most  gentlemen  who 
have  spoken  of  it.  This  amendment  is  obiected 
to,  because  it  is  understood  to  propose  conditions 
for  the  State  of  Missouri.  This  is  not  the  way  I 
understand  it.  It  speaks  to  the  people  of  Missouri 
Territory,  and  not  to  the  State  of  Missouri.  To 
the  people  of  the  Missouri  Territory,  and  to  the 
people  of  all  the  territories,  we  have  been  in  the 
habit  of  speaking.  £  ven  gentlemen  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  question  admit  we  may  speak  to  them. 

Sir^  I  think,  in  the  progress  of  this  discussion,  it 
has  been  clearly  made  out  that  Congress  may  impose 
conditions.  Indeed,  this  seems  of  necessity  to  be 
admitted  on  ail  hands,^  for  without  admitting  this 
principle  we  cannot  justify  the  government  we 
hold  over  the  territories,  or  thecontrpl  we  hold  over 
the  public  lands  within  the  limits  of  the  new 
States.  Sir,  in  this  case,  we  do  not  dictate  to,  or 
impose  conditions  on,  the  State.  We  only  say  to 
the  people  of  the  Territory  what  we  consider  ne- 
cessary for  their  constitution  to  contain^  and  with- 
out which  they  are  not  to  expect  admission  into 
die  Union.  They  are  not  possessed  of  sovereign 
State  powers  iv^hen  making  this  constitution,  nor 
when  Lt  is  made,  until  Congress  shall  admit  them 
into  the  Union.  This  ceremony  of  admission  has 
been  deemed  necessary  in  the  history  of  our  Grov- 
emment,  in  relation  to  all  the  new  States.  Their 
sovereign  State  power  is  derived  from  the  consti- 
tution, which  has  not  force  or  efficacy  until  ap- 
proved by  Congress.  It  is  true  the  power  which 
made  this  constitution  was  in  existence  before,  but 
it  was  chaos  reduced  by  these  proceedings  to  con- 
sistency and  order. 

But,  it  is  said  that,  by  this  amendment,  you  re- 
quire these  conditions  to  be  adopted  by  Missouri, 
and  to  come  from,  her,  because  Congress  have  not 
the  power  to  make  or  impose  them.  This,  sir,  is 
true,  and  is  correct,  in  the  same  way  that  the  first 
party  to  a  contract  must  obtain  the  consent  of  the 
second  party  before  the  contract  is  complete ;  but, 
after  that  consent  is  obtained,  the  first  party  has 
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the  same  advantage  from  it,  and  it  is  as  binding  on 
the  second  party  as  if  all  had  been  originally  in 
the  power  of  the  first  party ;  for,  in  truth^  this  is 
nothing  more  or  less  than  a  contract,  and  it  is  one 
of  those  contracts  which,  though  made  in  the  mi- 
nority of  Missouri,  will  be  binding  on  her  after  she 
shall  arrive  at  full  age.  I  denv,  then,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, that  any  thing  required  oy  this  amendment 
is  to  be  done  in  the  character  or  capacity  of  a  State, 
on  thejpart  of  Missouri. 

.  Again,  sir,  the  treaty.  The  third  article  of  the 
treaty  so  much  spoken  of  in  this  debate,  could  not 
have  been  intenaed  to  pass  the  boundaries  of  the 
Constitution.  If  such  were  its  stipulations,  those 
stipulations  could  not  be  carried  into  efiect.  Sir, 
what  created  the  treaty-making  power  ?  The 
Constitution ;  and  the  moment  the  treaty-making 
power  passes  the  boundaries  of  the  Constitution, 
that  moment  its  powers  become  annihilated.  We 
are  ,told  that  it  is  now  too  late  to  object  to  the 
treaty — that  it  has  been  ratified  by  the  Senate,  and 
sanctioned  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  the 
passage  of  laws  to  carry  it  into  efiect.  Sir,  I  do 
not  object  to  the  validity  of  the  treaty.  The  ac- 
quisition of  Louisiana  was  one  of  tne  happiest 
epochs  of  our  political  history  since  the  close  of  the 
Revolution.  But  I  object  to  any  construction  of 
that  treaty  unknown  to  and  unauthorized  by  the 
Constitution.  I  object  to  any  construction  of  the 
treaty  which  would  do  away  tne  discretion  of  Con- 
gress in  the  admission  of  new  States.  Can  any- 
unconstitutional  stipulation  in  a  treaty  gain  strengtn 
by  the  ratification  of  the  Senate,  or  the  passage  of 
a  law  by  Congress  to  carry  tbat  treaty  into  efiect  7 
Surely  not.  Suppose,  for  mstance,  that  the  treaty- 
making  power  had  stipulated  that  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  officers,  and  the  authority  of  training 
the  militifi  of  the  States  to  be  formed  west  of  the 
Mississippi^  should  b^  reserved  to  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,— would  gentlemen  tell  us 
that  the  stipulation  could  be  carried  into  efiect? 
No ;  because  such  stipulation  would  be  contrary  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  Such  stip- 
ulation would  be  an  infringement  of  the  rights  of 
the  States.  And  are  we  not  to  guard  the  rights  of 
the  Greneral  Government,  as  well  as  those  of  the 
States  7  The  treaty,  then,  I  understand  as  placing 
the  inhabitants  of  tne  province  of  Liouisiank  in 
the  same  situation  they  would  have  been  in  if  they 
had  been  included  witnin  the  original  limits  estab- 
lished by  the  Treaty  of  Peace. 

Sir,  if  the  treaty-making  power  can  pass  the 
limits  of  the  Constitution,  it  could  have  provided 
that  the  States  to  be  formed  in  the  province  of 
Louisiana  could  have  the  power  of  ma)Lins  war  or 
peace,  or  of  creating  titles  of  nobility.  The  lan- 
guage of  the  treaty  is,  in  substance,  the  language 
of  the  Constitution ;  and  the  privileges  and  immu- 
nities conferred  on  the  Louisianian  must  be  such 
privileges  and  immunities  as  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  can  bestow;  for,  accordinjg  to 
the  principles  of  the  gentlemen  opposed,  neither 
the  treaty  nor  the  Constitution  can  confer  on  the 
ancient  inhabitant  of  Louisiana  the  rights  and 
privileges  which  result  from  the  regulations  of  a 
State,  and  whioh  are  the  ofispring  of  municipal 
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law,  because  these  things,  say  g[entlemen,  are  the 
prero^tives  of  State  soirereignties,  and  cannot  be 
exercised  by  Congress.  Then,  what  are  the  privi- 
leges and  immunities  of  an  inhabitant  of  Louisi- 
ana under  the  treaty  and  the  Constitution  ?  They 
are  simply  those  ot  a  citizen,  distinguished  from  a 
forei^er  or  an  alien.  The  inhabitant  of  Louisi- 
ana IS  not  subject  to  the  requisitions  of  an  alien 
law ;  he  becomes  at  once  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States.  The  treaty^  then,  does  not  seem  to  stand 
in  the  way  of  the  free  operation  of  the  Constitu- 
tion— ^the  practice  and  policy  of  the  Government — 
in  the  admission  of  new  States.  There  is  no  guar- 
anty in  the  treaty  in  favor  of  adventurers  to  the 
country,  or  in  favor  of  the  Lonisianian,  after  he 
shall  have  become  a  member  of  the  State  Crov- 
emment. 

The  force  of  the  treaty  then  fails,  gentlemen. 
It  is  imposing  conditions  on  him,  in  the  character 
of  a  citizen  of  a  State^  of  which  they  complain ; 
and  in  such  character  the  treaty  has  no  ffuaranty 
in  his  &vor,  and  it  would  be  absurd  if  it  nad.  It 
would  be  France  stipulating  for  the  priyileffes  and 
immunities  of  citizens,  not  only  of  the  United 
States,  but  of  a  particular  State. 

But,  sir,  to  the  positive  language  of  the  Con- 
stitution :  "  Congress  shall  have  power  to  dispose 
of,  and  to  make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations 
respecting  the  territory,  or  other  property  belong- 
ing to  the  United  States."  Here  there  is  a  direct 
power ;  absolute  control  over  the  most  important 
and  first  object  of  sovereignty.  Here  is  a  Consti- 
tutional power,  more  extensive  than  is  necessary 
for  the  amendment  before  the  Committee.  Con- 
ffress  owns,  in  fee  simple,  the  soil  of  the  country. 
This  soil  may  be  retained  by  its  owners,  or  it  may 
be  parted  with  on  conditions.  It  may  be  leased 
for  life  or  for  years.  These  leases  may  contain  as 
many  conditions  as  may  be  agreed  on.  One  of 
these  may  be,  that  the  soil  shall  not  be  cultivated 
bv  a  slave,  and  that  it  shall  not  be  the  residence 
of  a  slave.  Sir,  the  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
no  matter  whether  he  be  from  the  South  or  North, 
may  constitutionally  be  prevented  from  settling 
that  soil.  Your  standing  armies  and  your  militia 
may  be  marched  from  every  State  to  dispossess 
iiiqi.  This  is  a  policy  which  the  Government  will 
very  seldom  adopt^  but  the  power  to  adopt  it  is 
found  in  the  Constitution,  and  it  is  the  Constitu- 
tional power  to  adopt  this  measure  which  we  ere 
now  in  search  of,  and  not  its  expediency.  Sir, 
this  part  of  the  Constitution  is  not  a  dead  letter. 
Look  at  j'our  statute  book.  There  you  will  find 
laws  specifying  this  power  and  authorizing  its  ex- 
ertion, in  driving  intruders  from  the  public  lands. 
It  is  but  a  few  years,  sir,  since  the  President's 
proclamation  required  the  exercise  of  this  power, 
and,  but  for  the  relaxing  policy  o(  the  Govern- 
ment, the  military  force  o?  tne  country  would  have 
been  employed  in  carrying  it  into  effect.  Here, 
then,  is  a  case  in  whicn  Congress  may  constitu- 
tionally exclude  the  further  introduction  of  free- 
men from  that  soil ;  much  easier,  do  I  apprehend, 
may  she  exclude  slaves ;  mere  propcrtjr.  A  case 
in  which  Congress  may,  after  the  admission  of  a 
State  without  restriction  of  slavery,  hold  a  direct 


and  absolute  negative  over  the  peopling  her  terri- 
tory with  slaves. 

Sir,  the  third  section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the 
Constitution  says,  "  that  new  States  mav  be  ad- 
mitted by  the  Congress  into  this  Union.''  Here, 
sir,  is  all  the  power  Known  to  the  Constitution,  on 
the  subject  oi  admitting  new  States.  Congress 
may  admit,  and  may  refuse  admission.  Congress 
may  exercise  abroaa  an  uncontrollable  discretion 
on  the  subject ;  but,  in  the  proper  exercise  of  this 
discretion.  Congress  may  not  reject  without  a 
cause.  Ir  a  cause  of  rejection  exist,  this  House 
will  know  it.  Congress  may  then  examine  the 
boundaries  exhibited  in  the  constitution  submitted, 
to  see  thai  they  do  not  pass  the  limits  and^  bound- 
aries of  this  Government ;  for,  if  the  doctrine  con- 
tended for  by  many  gentlemen  on  this  floor  be 
correct,  that  Confess  can  only  determine  whe- 
ther the  constitutioh  be  republican  or  not,  then 
the  (question  of  boundary  would  be  an  improper 
inquiry  for  this  House.  The  people  claiming  ad- 
mission might  stop  at  the  Sabine,  or  go  to  the 
Rio  del  Norte.  They  might  include  the  more 
western  provinces  of  Mexico,  or  go  to  the  Isthmus 
of  Darien.  This  doctrine  established,  with  the  bind- 
ing obligations  of  the  treaty  to  admit  the  people 
of  Missouri,  as  contended  for  by  other  gentlemen, 
and  the  question  of  botmdary  with  Spain  is  no 
longer  under  the  sole  direction  of  the  treaty-mak- 
ing power.  The  people  of  Missouri  may  go  to 
the  West  and  to  the  South,  to  the  furthermost 
boundary  ever  claimed  by  the  Government.  You 
are  bound  by  treaty,  say  gentlemen,  to  admit  them, 
and,  once  admitted,  you  are  bound  by  the  Consti- 
tution to  protect  them  against  invasion. 

Sir,  the  Constitutional  power  to  admit  new 
States,  submits  the  constitution  of  such  States  to 
the  scrutiny  of  this  Government.  Congress  may, 
and  it  is  tlie  duty  of  Congress,  to  see  that  no  pro- 
vision of  such  constitution  clashes  widi  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States;  that  such  new 
State,  for  instance,  does  not  assume  the  powers  of 
'^  making  treaties,  alliances,  and  confederations 
with  foreign  Governments ;"  of  granting  letters  of 
marque  and  reprisal ;"  or  "  of  keeping  troops,  or 
ships  of  war,  in  time  of  peace,  without  the  consent 
of  Congress."  This  power,  then,  seems  to  contain 
all  necessary  guards  against  encroachment  of  prin- 
ciple, and  where  any  encroachment  of  principle, 
no  matter  what,  is  likely  to  be  attempted,  it  does 
seem  to  me,  that  it  wot4d  not  be  too  assuming  in 
Congress,  to  say  to  a  people  asking  permission  to 
form  for  themselves  a  constitution  and  State  gov- 
ernment: Your  habits  and  opinions,  on  a  par- 
ticular subject,  make  it  probable,  that  you  will 
introduce  a  p|rinciple  into  your  Constitution  in- 
compatible with  tne  opinions  and  policy  of  this 
Government.  With  this  principle  you  are  not  to 
expect  admission  into  the  Union.  This  would  be 
a  piece  of  information  necessary  for  them.  It 
would  be  a  beacon  to  direct  them  into  the  port  of 
admission. 

Mr.  Chairman^  another  section  of  the  Constitu- 
tion comes  in  aid  of  my  opinions.  The  fourth 
section  of  the  fourth  article  says,  "the  United 
States  shall  guaranty  to  every  State  in  this  Union 
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arepobliean  fonn  of  goTernmeiit,  and  shall  pro- 
tect each  of  them  against  invasion  and  domestic 
violence/'    Now  it  seems  to  me  that  the  {dain 
and  obrions  meaning  of  this  is,  that  Congress  may 
examine  a  constitution  before  she  can  guaranty 
any  thing  about  it ;  and  Congress  must,  in  the  very 
nature  of  thi»  clause,  hare  the  power  of  judging 
and  determining  what  a  republican  form  of  gov- 
eroment  is.    Congress  cannot  guaranty  any  thin? 
of  which  she  is  ignorant ;  and  the  Constitutional 
protection  against  invasion  and  domestic  violence 
m  favor  of  the  States,  carries  with  it  something 
more  than  a  mere  supervision  of  the  constitution, 
to  see  if  it  be  republican ;  for  the  seeds  of  discord 
and  domestic  violence  may  be  sown  in  a  constitu- 
tion, although  it  be  republican.    A  thousand  fea- 
tures may  be  found  in  a  constitution  calculated  to 
produce  invasion,  though  that  constitution  be  re- 
publican."   "  invasion  and  domestic  violence"  are 
effects  sometimes  found  in  States.^  Congress  is 
bound  to  conlrol  and  do  away  these  effects.    She 
is  booad  also,  both  for  her  benefit  and  that  of  the 
State,  10  do  away  the  obvious  "  causes  of  invasion 
and  domestic  vioie&ce|"  and  if  these  obvious  eaoses 
are  found  in  the  constitution  of  a  new  State,  Con- 
gress is  bound  by  every  consideration  of  justice, 
both  to  the  General  Government  and  to  such  new 
State,  to  require  that  those  objectionable  parts  of 
her  constitution  be  expunged  before  she  is  admitted 
into  the  Union.    All  legislative  powers  to  check 
vice  of  any  kind,  are  necessarily  appropriated  with 
powers  of  some  description,  to  deal  with  and  do 
away  the  causes  of  such  vice. 

Mr.  Chairman,  there  is  little  danger  of  encroach- 
ment on  the  governments  of  the  States.  The  States 
have,  at  all  times,  sentinels  at  their  posts  and  within 
this  hall.  Who  are  we,  sir,  but  the  sentinels  of  the 
State  governments~-citizens  of  the  States,  sent 
here  for  the  special  purpose  of  repres^tin^  them 
in  the  national  assembly '?  With  our  ccmstituents, 
we  have  a  closer  affinity  to  the  States  than  to  this' 
Government.  We  fed  their  interests  as  primary 
*  ones.  This  has  been  sufficiently  manifested  in  the 
progress  of  this  discussion,  ff  I  can  determine  any 
thing  from  my  ovm  feelinss,  I  know  this  to  be  the 
ease.  The  nghts  and  advantages  of  the  State 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent,  are  those 
which  make  the  strongjest  appeal  to  my  heart. 
Sir,  the  overthrow  of  this  great  Republic  is  more 
in  danger  frota  the  encroachments  of  die  Siate 
governments  than  of  this  Ghivemment.  Some 
high  unconstitutional  pretensions  of  the  State  gov- 
ernments are  more  likely  to  sap  the  foundations  of 
our  liberties  and  destroy  this  Government.  Sir, 
for  examples  I  might  refer  you  to  the  histories  of 
other  nations  and  other  times,  but  I  need  not  leave 
that  of  my  own  country.  The  arm  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, during  the  late  war,  was  paralyzed  by 
the  pretensions  of  a  State  government,  (Massa- 
chusetts,) by  a  conflict  for  State  rights. 

But,  sir,  to  the  general  scope  and  plain  meaning 
of  the  Constitution.  It  is  said  that  Congress  have 
but  one  Constitutional  negative  over  the  admis- 
sion of  a  State.  Congress  may  require  her  con- 
stitution to  be  republican,  and,  if  it  be  not,  she 
may  reject  it.    But,  I  apprehend,  sir,  that,  in  con- 


itruing  an  instrument,  all  its  narts  are  to  be  taken 
together.  We  ^ould  never  lose  sight  of  the  ob- 
ject of  the  Convention  which  framed  the  Consti- 
tution. We  should  never  lose  sight  of  the  end 
and  object  of  all  good  governments.  These  are, 
the  happiness  of  the  people  governed.  Govern- 
ments ought  still  to  be  progressive,  from  bad,  if 
they  be  so,  to  good,  and  from  good  to  better. 
Perfection  of  human  happiness  is  the  tendency  of 
all  good  governments.  Slavery  is  an  evil.  It  is 
Mffiitted  to  be  to  by  all  the  South;  and  its  exist- 
ence is  a  laatter  of  much  lamentation  to  them. 
It  is,  then,  more  natural  to  suppose  that  the  evil 
was  intended  ^  be  stopped — ^to  oe  removed  from 
the  bodv  politic  as  soon  as  poasible-'-than  that  it 
should  oe  extended  with  the  extending  Union. 
Sir,  suppose  slavery  had  no  existence  in  the  Uni- 
ted States.  A  State  west  of  the  Mississippi  would 
present  you  with  a  constitution  rocognising  sla- 
very, and  demand  admission  into  the  Union.  I 
think  that  no  gentleman^  from  any  quarter,  would 
receive  such  a  constitution  into  tne  Union.  We 
should  then  search  the  constitution  with  an  eagte^s 
eve.  The  intelligence  of  the  South  would  then  be 
aole  to  find  enough  to  justify  the  r^eetion  of  such 
a  constitution. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  not  at  liberty  to  inquire 
how  the  slaves  of  the  South  became  slaves.  I  am 
not  at  liberty  to  inquire  what  ruthless  hand  first 
manacled  the  slave,  and  trampled  on  the  natural 
rights  of  roan.  I  may  not  travel  out  of  the  record, 
tl^  Constitution.  In  that  instrument,  although 
the  terms  manacle  and  tlafoe  are  not  to  be  found, 
this  species  of  property  is  recognised  by  strong 
language,  and  by  definition  too  plain  to  be  mis- 
taken. With  pleasure  do  I  hear,  from  the  rqire- 
sentatives  of  the  South,  that  this  evil  does  not  He 
at  their  door;  and  with  equal  pleasure  do  I£nd,  in 
the  history  d  my  country,  the  proof  of  this  fact. 
Slavery,  personal  ^avery,  was  introduced  into 
this  country  by  that  Government  whose  policy  it 
was  to  rivet  the  fetters  of  political  slavery  on  the 
'freemen  of  the  colonies.  It  is  a  vestise  oi  British 
poliey  which  the  storms  of  the  Revmution  could 
not  «R)awtty,  and  which  had  too  deep  root  in  the 
Government  to  be  eradicated  by  refomi.  It  was 
an  evil  of  so  much  magnitude  that  it  became 
necessary  to  provide  for  it  in  the  Constitution; 
but,  being  an  evil,  the  provisions  of 'the*  Constitu- 
tion never  meant  to  foster  and  cherish  it  in  the 
Government.  It  was  not  intended  to  grow  with 
its  growth,  and  Arengthen  with  its  stren^ ;  to 
iprow  faster,  and  become  stronger,  than  this  Gov- 
ernment, which  it  would  do  by  planting  it  in  the 
fertile  regions  beyond  the  Mississippi.  Sir,  it  is 
not  fairer  to  say  that  slavery  has  been  adopted  by 
this  Government,  because  its  existence  is  found  in 
the  Constitution,  than  it  would  be  to  say  that 
crimes  of  the  deepest  dye  are  sanctioned  by  this 
Government,  because  their  existence  is  recognised 
and  admitted  by  the  Constitution.  Sir,  evil  is 
more  frequently  the  object  of  legislation  than  good. 
For  good,  and  for  good  men,  constitutions  and 
governments  are  not  necessary.  They  are  made 
fo^  evil,  for  vicious,  and  for  bad  men.  The  ex- 
istence of  every  crime  is  admitted  in  a  eoastitution, 
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but  it  would  be  an  inference,  from  this,  entirely 
inadmissible,  that  murder  was  sanctioned  by  the 
Constitution,  and  ought  not  to  be  punished  by 
law. 

Sir,  I  understand  the  Constitution  to  recognise 
the  slave  of  the  South  as  the  property  of  his  mas^ 
ter.  As  such,  he  is  protected  by  the  Constitution, 
and  his  situation  is  unalterable  by  law ;  but,  like 
all  other  property,  he  is  liable  to  the  restraints  of 
law.  Sir,  an  honorable  gentleman,  endeavorins, 
as  I  understood  him,  to  reconcile  slavery  with  a& 
stract  principle,  has  said,  that  any  thing  is  right 
and  proper  to  be  done  which  the  safety  of  a  peo- 
ple may  require.  Will  the  honorable  gentleman 
permit  us  to  change  a  little  the  direction  of  that 
argument,  and  to  bring  it  to  bear  more  imme- 
diately on  the  question  ?  Snj^se  then,  the  safety 
of  this  great  Republic  to  require  the  restriction  of 
slavery.  If  the  gentleman's  argument  be  a  good 
one,  it  furnishes  at  once,  on  the  ground  of  expe- 
diency, all  that  is  necessary  with  which  to  support 
the  amendment  before  the  committee.  Sir,  from  the 
existence  of  slavery  in  the  Constitution  and  Gov- 
ernment, we  are  not  chargeable  with  crime ;  but, 
when  we  adopt  a  new  Constitution,  or  receive  a 
new  Constitution  recognising  slavery — when  we 
introduce  an  evil  in  the  Grovemment,  then  we  be- 
come chargeable  with  that  evil.  Then  it  is  we 
create  the  condition  of  slavery,  which  before  that 
time  had  no  sanction  of  a  permanent  law.  Then 
it  is  that  we  are  at  liberty  to  inquire  into  first  prin- 
ciples, and  to  compart  the  situation  of  a  slave 
with  the  natural  rights  of  man. 

Sir,  on  this  question  I  should  be  willing  to  rest 
on  the  wisdom  of  those  who  have  gone  before 
me.  I  should  be  willing  to  say,  that  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Constitution,  from  the  commencement 
of  the  Government  to  this  period — the  precedents 
furnished,  and  the  system  of  legislation,  from  the 
much  famed  ordinance  of  1787  almost  to  the  present 
dav,  are  sufficient  lights  for  me  on  this  occasion. 
I  should  say  that  a  system  of  legislation  continued 
lor  thirty  years — a  system  which  existed  before  the 
Constitution,  and  under  the  Constitution  producing 
the  happiest  political  results,  is  one  whicn  I  woulu 
not  readily  believe  to  be  founded  in  usurpation, 
and  tendinis  to  the  destruction  of  the  Government. 
Such,  sir.  is  the  ordinance  of  1787  for  the  govern- 
ment of  tne  Northwestern  Territory ;  the  propom- 
tions  offered  by  Congress  to  the  people  of  Ohio,  in 
the  law  authorizing  them  to  form  for  themselves  a 
constitution  and  State  government;  the  provisions 
of  the  constitution  of  that  State  inhibiting  slavery. 
Such  were  the  propositions  of  Congress  to  tne  people 
of  Indiana,  in  1816,  in  the  law  authorizing  them  to 
form  a  constitution  and  State  government.  Such 
was  the  positive  and  absolute  condition  requiring 
that  the  constitution  of  Indiana,  when  formed, 
should  be  republican,  and  not  repugnant  to  the  arti- 
cles of  the  ordinance  of  1787,  one  of  which  prohibi- 
ted slavery  ;  and  such  were  the  provisions  of  the 
constitution  of  that  State  inhibiting  slavery.  Such, 
also,  were  the  propositions  offered  to  Illinois  on  a 
imilar  occasion.  S  ir,  for  further  notice  of  some  of 
the  princi))le8of  this  ordinance,  and  for  additional 
links  in  this  chain  of  legislation,  I  refa  you  to  the 


acts  of  cession  of  North  Carolina  and  Georgia  to 
the  General  Government — ^to  the  acts  of  Congress 
preparatory  to  the  admission  of  Kentucky  into  the 
Union — ^to  the  act  relative  to  the  Territory  of  Or- 
leans, authorizing  the  people  of  that  Territory  to 
form  for  themselves  a  constitution  and  State  gov* 
erment.  Permit  me,  sir,  to  turn  the  attention  of 
the  Committee  to  some  of  the  conditions  and  re- 
strictions of  that  act.  The  proviso  to  the  third 
section  is  in  these  words : 

**  Provided,  The  cootiitution  to  be  formed  in  virtue 
of  the  authority  herein  given,  shall  be  republican* 
and  consiitent  with  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  ;  that  it  shall  contain  the  fundamental  prioci- 
pies  of  civil  and  religious  liberty ;  that  it  shall  secure 
to  the  citizen  the  trial  by  jury  in  all  criminal  cases, 
and  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corptu,  con- 
formably to  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States ;  and  that,  after  the  admission  of  the 
Territory  of  Orleans  as  a  State  into  the  Union,  the 
laws  wbieh  such  State  may  pass  shall  be  promulgated, 
and  its  records  of  every  description  shall  be  preserved, 
and  its  judicial  and  legislative  written  proceedings 
conducted,  in  the  language  in  which  the  lews  end 
the  judicial  and  legislative  written  proceedings  of  the 
United  States  are  now  published  and  conducted ;  and 
that  the  river  Mississippi,  and  the  navigable  rivers 
and  waters  leading  into  the  same,  or  into  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  shall  be  common  highways,  and  forever  free, 
as  well  to  the  inhabitants  ol  the  said  States  as  to  other 
citizens  of  the  Unite«t  States,  without  any  duty,  im* 
post,  or  toll  therefor,  imposed  by  the  said  State." 

Of  the  same  character  is  the  act  prohibiting  the 
taking  of  slaves  to  the  Territory  of  Orleans.  All 
thisjur,  I  cannot  believe  to  have  been  the  ofispriog 
of  inattention  in  those  who  have  l^islated  since  the 
commencement  of  this  GfOvernment.  I  believe,  sir, 
that  precedents  and  constructions  of  a  constitu> 
tion.  are  as  binding  on  Legislatures  as  decisions 
are  binding  on  the  courts  of  Taw.  And  the  reason 
which  requires  a  written  constitution,  requires  that 
this  should  be  so.  Why,  sir,  is  a  written  consti- 
tution necessary?  It  is  necessary  that  the  lines 
and  boundaries  be  clearly  delineated  and  certainly, 
known.  It  is  necessary,  that  the  powers  of  the 
Government  be  defined  and  rendered  certain ;  and, 
where  doubts,  ambiguities,  and  uncertainties  exist, 
precedents  and  constructions  define  and  make  cer- 
tain. And,  sir,  precedents  have  additional  force 
and  efficacy  when  formed  under  circumstances  cal- 
culated to  impress  a  character  of  intelligence  and 
stability  upon  them — ^when  formed  in  the  calm  of 
tranquillity  and  reason,  remote  from  party  ex- 
citement and  political  strife.  Such,  sir,  are  the 
precedents  to  which  I  have  alluded. 

But,  sir,  we  are  told  that  this  restriction  cannot 
be  carried  into  effect;  that  Missouri  is  required  to 
enact  it,  and  that  which  she  may  enact  she  may 
amend  or  repeal  at  pleasure.  Sir,  there  is  some- 
thing in  this  doctrine  which  I  do  not  understand. 
There  are  some  things  in  a  constitution  which  you 
cannot  change  by  amendment.  A  repeal  of  some 
provisions  is  not  amendment,  but  destruction  of  a 
constitution.  Look,  sir,  at  the  fifth  article  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States.  There  certain 
clauses  are  declared  not  to  be  amendable  till  after 
the  year  1808,  and  another  provision  declared  ua- 
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alterable.     It  is  this:   '< No  State  shall,  without 
its  consent,  be  deprived  of  its  equal  sufirage  in  the 
Senate."    Would  you  call  that  amendment  which 
would  destroy  the  republican  features  of  this  Got- 
ernment,  and  introduce  a  king  and  nobility?    Or 
woold  you  call  that  amendment  whieh  would  de- 
stroy the  first  principles  of  a  State  constitution — 
the  compacts  and  agreements  with  this  (Govern- 
ment, on  -which  its  existence  depended?    Or  sup- 
I>ose,  sir,  a  new  State  should  destroy  her  constitu- 
tion altogether — should  repeal  it — break  off  all 
connexion  with  the  Union,  and  set  up  for  herself, 
would  she  still  be  entitled  to  her  share  of  the  ben- 
efits of  the  original  compact,  while  she  would 
deprive  the  Gkneral  Oovemment  of  all  the  advan- 
tages which  she  might  derive  from  a  political 
union  with  such  State?    This  Government  ought 
to  be  cautious  how  it  propagates  such  doctrme. 
Where,  then,  would  be  the  stipulations  in  your 
favor  on  the  subject  of  the  public  lands-^the  com- 
pacts of  the  new  States  not  to  tax  them,  and  not 
to  interfere  with  the  primary  disposal  of  the  soil? 

But,  sir,  the  sovereignty  of  the  old  States,  and 
the  equal  footing  of  the  new,  are  terms  much  used 
by  gentlemen  in  tlus  debate.  Sovereignty,  in  its 
application  to  a  State  government,  whether  old  or 
new,  is  a  qualified  term.  Absolute  sovereignty  is 
not  an  attribute  of  the  General  Government,  or 
that  of  the  States.  The  great  fabric  of  our  con- 
stitutions consists  of  an  union  and  a  division  of 
power  and  sovereignty.  Some^of  the  fractional 
parts  of  these  adhere  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  while  others  adhere  to  the  consti- 
tutions of  the  States.  The  old  States  were  shorn 
of  their  locks  of  sovereignty  by  this  Constitution. 
Where,  sir,  is  the  power  of  declaring  war  and  mak- 
ing peace ;  of  raismg  and  supporting  armies?  The 
old  States  once  posmsed  absolute  sovereignty,  but 
that  attribute  is  no  longer  ascribable  to  them.  It 
is  true,  however,  they  are  sovereign  for  all  the  pur- 
poses of  municipal  legislation  and  domestic  con- 
cern. The  new  States,  sir,  are  not  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  orij^inal  States.  This  phraseology 
is  qualified  in  relation  to  them.  Would  to  Gud 
they  were.  They  would  then  have  resources  and 
wealth,  almost  inexhaustible,  in  the  public  lands. 
This  doctrine,  sir,  would  be  extremely  pleasant  to 
the  nevr  States.  How  much  they  would  or  would 
not  yield  for  its  application  to  them  I  cannot  say ; 
bat  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  they  would  yield 
every  thing  but  principle  for  the  soil  of  their 
country. 

Sir,  while  the  forests  of  the  old  States  are  their 
own,  to  dispose  of  at  pleasure,  those  of  the  new 
States  belong  to  this  Grovemment.  The  General 
Government  can  dispose  of  them  or  retain  them  as 
they  please;  can  discourage  emigration  to  the  new 
States,  prevent  their  population,  and  deprive  them 
of  taxing  the  lands  within  their  jurisdiction.  The 
new  States  '  are  creatures  of  this  Constitution, 
which  is  itself  the  creature  of  the  original  States.  ^ 
They  share  equally,  it  is  true,  in  the  high  preroga- 
tives of  legislation.  They  are  equally  represented 
with  the  old  States  in  both  branches  or  the  Na- 
tional Legislature,  and  they  have  ei|ual  control  of 
the  sword  and  the  purse  or  the  nation ;  but  they 


are  deprived  of  the  principal  sources  of  revenue^ 
and  their  history,  since  the  formation  of  this  Con- 
stitution, has  been  one  of  conditions,  propositions, 
and  restrictions.  To  some  of  these,  however,  the 
constitutionality  of  which,  until  the  present  dis- 
cussion, I  have  never  heard  doubted,  we,  nortl^ 
west  of  the  Ohio  river,  are  indebted  for  our  happiest 
institutions — our  freedom  from  slavery.  We  are 
content  with  our  situation.  We  are  rich  in  the 
salubrity  of  our  climate,  the  fertility  of  our  soil, 
and  the  navigation  of  our  rivers.  Industry  and 
agriculture  smile  upon  our  deserts,  .and  commerce 
is  invited  to  the  West.  These  thintfs,  sir,  induce 
me  to  believe  that  it  is  expedient  a£o  to  prohibit 
the  further  introduction  of  slavery  in  Missouri. 
On  which,  sir,  permit  me  to  say  a  few  words,  and 
I  have  done. 

Sir,  it  has  been  said  that  this  proposition  is  one 
of  a  most  unfortunate  character;  that  we  have  just 
terminated  a  war  with  one  of  the  most  powerful 
nations  of  the  earth;  a  war  in  which  the  triumphs 
of  our  fleets  and  armies  have  given  ^ditional  (us^ 
tre  to  the  Revolutionary  trophies  of  the  country ; 
that  party  strifes  and  animosities  were  reclining 
on  the  lap  of  prosperity  and  peace;  and  that  this 
is  a  most  unpropitious  time  to  agitate  this  ques- 
tion. 

Sir,  these  considerations,  to  my  mind,  make  this 
a  most  fortunate  time  for  this  discussion.  I  re- 
joice that  this  discussion  has  found  tranquillity 
and  calm  on  the  political  ocean ;  that  it  has  found 
the  nation  reposing  in  harmony,  at  the  close  of  a 
war,  and  the  Administration  riveted  in  the  affec- 
tions of  the  American  people.  These  considera- 
tions relieve  my  mind  from  all  apprehensions  of 
disunion — a  sound  so  ohm  reiterated  in  this  halL 
Sir,  I  regret  to  hear  gentlemen  talk  about  civil 
wars ;  about  the  powers  and  pretensions  of  the  va- 
rious parties  to  tnis  contest ;  of  the  prowess  of  the 
North,  and  the  determined  resistance  of  theSouth. 
We  are  told  that  there  is  but  one  opinion  in  Mis- 
souri and  all  the  South  on  thi^  subject  Sir,  per* 
mit  me  to  say  that  this  is  somewhat  different  from 
my  information  about  Miawuri  and  the  people  of 
the  South.  There  are  large  numbers  of  the  citi- 
zens of  the  South  who  do  not^  who  cannot,  and 
who  will  not,  hold  slaves.  These  have  the  feel- 
ings of  the  North  on  the  subiect  of  slavery  and 
restriction.  Many  of  these  have  come  to  the 
States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  on  that  ac- 
count ;  and  many  who  do  hold  slaves  would  come, 
if  they  could  dispose  of  them. 

Sir,  I  have  said  that  this  restriction  is  expe- 
dient. The  peopling  of  Missouri  from  the  slave- 
hdiding  States,  while  it  would  make  no  perceiv- 
able and  very  little  real  difference  in  the  numbers 
of  their  slaves,  it  would  fix  the  complexion  and 
the  aspect  of  Missouri,  perhaps,  forever.  The 
statements  and  opinions  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania^  on  this  part  of  the  sub- 
ject, I  think  entitled  to  much  weight ;  but,  going 
on  the  principle  that  evil  generuly  gains  upon 
good,  I  think  it  expedient  to  restrict.  Slavery, 
sir,  is  an  evil,  which  carries  in  its  train  many 
auxiliaries.  It  is  an  epidemic  in  the  body  politic* 
Slavery  is  admitted  to  be  morally  wrong;  it  can^ 
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but  it  would  be  an  infertece,  from  this,  entirely 
inadmissible,  that  murder  was  sanctioned  by  the 
Constitution,  and  ought  not  to  be  punishra  by 
law. 

Sir,  I  understand  the  Constitution  to  recognise 
the  slave  of  the  South  as  the  property  of  his  mas^ 
ter.  As  such,  he  is  protected  by  the  Constitution, 
and  his  situation  is  unalterable  by  law ;  but,  like 
all  other  property,  he  is  liable  to  the  restraints  of 
law.  Sir,  an  honorable  gentleman,  endeavoring, 
as  I  understood  him,  to  reconcile  slavery  with  ao* 
stract  principle,  has  said,  that  any  thing  is  right 
and  proper  to  be  done  wnich  the  safety  of  a  peo- 
ple may  require.  Will  the  honorable  gentleman 
permit  us  to  change  a  little  the  direction  of  that 
argument,  and  to  bring  it  to  bear  more  imme- 
diately on  the  question  f  Sufipose  then,  the  safety 
of  this  great  Republic  to  require  the  restriction  of 
slavery.  If  the  gentleman's  argument  be  a  good 
one,  it  furnishes  at  once,  on  the  ground  of  expe- 
diency, all  that  is  necessary  with  which  to  support 
the  amendment  before  the  committee.  Sir,  from  the 
existence  of  slavery  in  the  Constitution  and  Gov- 
ernment, we  are  not  chargeable  with  crime ;  but, 
when  we  adopt  a  new  Constitution,  or  receive  a 
new  Constitution  recognising  slavery — ^when  we 
introduce  an  evil  in  the  Grovemment,  then  we  be- 
come chargeable  with  that  evil.  Then  it  is  we 
create  the  condition  of  slavery,  which  before  that 
time  had  no  sanction  of  a  permanent  law.  Then 
it  is  that  we  are  at  liberty  to  inquire  into  first  prin- 
ciples, and  to  compart  the  situation  of  a  slave 
with  the  natural  rights  of  man. 

Sir,  on  this  question  I  should  be  willing  to  rest 
on  the  wisdom  of  those  who  have  gone  before 
me.  I  should  be  willing  to  say,  that  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Constitution,  from  the  commencement 
of  the  Government  to  this  period — the  precedents 
furnished,  and  the  system  of  legislation,  from  the 
much  famed  ordinance  of  1787  almost  to  the  present 
day,  are  sufficient  lights  for  me  on  this  occasion. 
I  snould  say  that  a  system  of  legislation  continued 
lor  thirty  jears — a  system  which  existed  before  the 
Constitution,  and  under  the  Constitution  producing 
the  happiest  political  results,  is  one  whicn  I  would 
not  readily  believe  to  be  founded  in  usurpation, 
and  tending;  to  the  destruction  of  the  Grovemment. 
Such,  sir.  is  the  ordinance  of  1787  for  the  govern- 
ment of  tne  Northwestern  Territory ;  the  proposi- 
tions offered  by  Congress  to  the  people  of  Ohio,  in 
the  law  authorizing  them  to  form  for  themselves  a 
constitution  and  State  government;  the  provisions 
of  the  constitution  of  that  State  inhibitingslavery. 
Such  were  the  propositionsof  Congress  to  the  people 
of  Indiana,  in  1816,  in  the  law  authorizing  them  to 
form  a  constitution  and  State  government.  Such 
was  the  positive  and  absolute  condition  requiring 
that  the  constitution  of  Indiana,  when  formed, 
should  be  republican,  and  not  repugnant  to  the  arti- 
cles of  the  ordinance  of  1787,  one  of  which  prohibi- 
ted slavery  ;  and  such  were  the  provisions  of  the 
constitution  of  that  State  inhibiting  slavery.  Such, 
also,  were  the  propositions  offerra  to  Illinois  on  a 
imilar  occasion.  Sir,  for  further  notice  of  some  of 
the  principles  of  this  ordinance,' and  for  additional 
links  in  this  chain  of  legislation,  I  refer  you  to  the 


acts  of  cession  of  North  Carolina  and  Georgia  to 
the  General  Government — to  the  acts  of  Congress 
preparatory  to  the  admission  of  Kentucky  into  the 
Union — to  the  act  relative  to  the  Territory  of  Or- 
leans, authorizing  the  people  of  that  Territory  to 
form  for  themselves  a  constitution  and  State  gov- 
erment  Permit  me,  sir,  to  turn  the  attention  of 
the  Committee  to  some  of  the  conditions  and  re- 
strictions of  that  act  The  proviso  to  the  third 
section  is  in  these  words : 

**  Provided,  The  coottitation  to  be  formed  in  virtue 
of  the  authority  herein  given,  shall  be  repablican* 
and  consiitent  with  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  ;  that  it  shall  cootain  the  fundameotal  princi- 
ples of  civil  and  religious  liberty ;  that  it  shall  secure 
to  the  citizen  the  trial  by  jury  in  all  criminal  cases, 
and  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  con- 
formably to  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States ;  and  that,  after  the  admission  of  the 
Territory  of  Orleans  as  a  State  into  the  Union,  the 
laws  which  such  State  may  pass  shall  be  promulgated, 
and  its  records  of  every  description  shall  be  preserved, 
and  its  judicial  and  legislative  written  proceedings 
conducted,  in  the  language  in  which  the  laws  and 
the  judicial  and  legislative  written  proceedings  of  the 
United  States  are  now  pablished  and  coaducled ;  end 
that  the  river  Mississippi,  and  the  navigable  rivers 
and  waters  leading  into  the  same,  or  into  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  shall  be  common  highways,  and  forever  free, 
as  well  to  the  inhabitants  oi  the  said  States  as  to  other 
citizens  of  the  United  iStates,  without  any  duty,  im« 
post,  or  toll  therefor,  imposed  by  the  said  State?' 

Of  the  same  character  is  the  act  prohibiting  the 
taking  of  slaves  to  the  Territory  of  Orleans.  All 
this,  air,  I  cannot  believe  to  have  been  the  offspring 
of  inattention  in  those  who  have  legislated  since  the 
commencement  of  this  Qovernment.  I  believe,  sir, 
that  precedents  and  constructions  of  a  constitu- 
tion, are  as  binding  on  Legislatures  as  decisions 
are  oinding  on  the  courts  of  law.  And  the  reason 
which  requires  a  written  constitution,  requires  tluit 
this  should  be  so.  Why,  sir,  is  a  written  consti- 
tution necessary  ?  It  is  necessary  that  the  lines 
and  botmdaries  be  clearly  delineated  and  certainly- 
known.  It  is  necessary,  that  the  powers  of  the 
Government  be  defined  and  rendered  oertain  ;  and, 
where  doubts,  ambiguities,  and  uncertainties  exist, 
precedents  and  constructions  define  and  make  cer- 
tain. And,  sir,  precedenu  have  additional  force 
and  efficacy  when  formed  under  circumstances  cal- 
culated to  impress  a  character  of  intelligence  and 
stability  upon  them — when  formed  in  the  calm  of 
tranquillity  and  reason,  remote  from  party  ex- 
citement and  political  strife.  Such,  sir,  are  the 
precedents  to  which  I  have  alluded. 

But,  sir,  we  are  told  that  this  restriction  cannot 
be  carried  into  effect;  that  Missouri  is  required  to 
enaot  it,  and  that  which  she  may  enact  she  may 
amend  or  repeal  at  pleasure.  Sir,  there  is  some- 
thing in  this  doctrine  which  I  do  not  understand. 
There  are  some  things  in  a  constitution  which  you 
cannot  change  by  amendment.  A  repeal  of  some 
provisions  is  not  amendment^  but  destruction  of  a 
constitution.  Look,  sir,  at  the  fifth  article  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States.  There  certain 
clauses  are  declared  not  to  be  amendable  till  after 
the  year  1808,  and  another  provision  declared  un- 
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question  whether  the  lands  of  Missouri  shall  be 
cultivated  by  freemen  or  by  slaves  ?  No,  sir — ^no, 
sir— no.  It  is  a  question  about  ^wer ;  power — 
that  idol  which  has  a  charm,  an  irresistible  fasci- 
nation, for  the  human  heart.  It  is  a  question  cal- 
culate to  test  the  powers  of  the  Federal  Grovem- 
ment;  to  determine  how  much  sovereignty  or 
power  is  left  to  the  States  and  to  the  people. 

Gentlemen  tell  us  that  there  is  great  excitement 
in  the  country,  and  desire  us  tol)e  quiet  and  pa- 
tient, lest  we  ^ould  add  to  the  excitement    And 
pray,  sir,  bv  whom  has  this  excitement  been  pro- 
duced 7    From  what  quarter  did  the  proposition 
come  ?    Where  have  town  and  county  meetings 
been  gotten  up,  to  manufacture  resolutions  of 
thanks  to  individual  members  of  Congress,  to  stim- 
ulate them  to  go  on  with  this  choice  work  of  ex- 
citement ?    Not  in  the  slaveholding  States — ^not 
in  Virginia;  but  in  the  States  north  and  east  of 
the  Potomac — ^in  New  York  and  in  New  Eng- 
land.   Do  gentlemen  believe  that  they  will  be  per- 
mitted to  produce  a  state  of  general  excitement 
and  agitation  in  the  country,  and  then  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  state  of  puolic  feeling,  in  order 
to  silence  opposition  1    Gientlemen  will  excuse  us 
if  we  cannot  imitate  the  meekness  of  the  lamb, 
which  crops  the  flowery  food,  and  licks  the  hand 
just  raised  to  shed  his  blood. 

Before  I  proceed  to  discuss  the  Constitutional 
principles  involved  in  this  question,  I  beg  leave  to 
pay  my  respects  to  the  few  gentlemen  whom  I 
have  had  the  opportunity  to  hear  on  this  subject. 

An  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  Cu8HMAN,)  whom  I  mean  to  treat  wi£h  be- 
coming respect,  commenced  by  telling  us  that  no 
gentleman  who  understood  his  mmmar,  who  had 
become  a  statesman,  could  possibly  doubt  the  power 
of  Congress  to  impose  the  proposed  restrictions  on 
the  people  of  Missouri.  Have  we  not,  said  he  tri- 
umphantly, by  the  Constitution,  the  power  ex- 
pressly given  "  to  provide  for  the  common  defence 
and  general  welfare  of  the  United  States  1"  Be- 
fore I  proceed,  permit  me  to  say  that  no  man  who 
ever  entitle  himself  to  the  character  of  a  states- 
man, ever  did  attempt  to  derive  from  that  part  of 
the  clause,  from  those  words  in  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  any  powers  to  Congress.  Alex- 
ander Ham.ilton,  the  ultner  of  implied  and  result- 
ins  powers ;  the  champion  of  federal  rights ;  he 
who  submitted  in  the  Federal  Convention  ^'  his 
ideas  of  a  suitable  plan  of  government  for  the 
United  States ;"  which  plan  was  nearly  a  tran- 
script from  the  British  Grovernment,  changing  the 
title  of  King  into  Governor,  the  House  of  Lords 
into  a  Senate,  and  limiting  tiie  tenure  of  office  to 
the  life  of  the  individual,  instead  of  making  it  he- 
reditary, together  with  some  other  slight  changesL 
to  render  it  a  little  more  palatable ;  never  attemptea 
to  derive  to  Congress  any  authority  from  tnese 
words,  from  this  part  of  the  clause. 

I  understand*  the  worthy  c^entleman  is  not  only 
a  follower,  but  a  teacher,  of  the  mild  precepts  of 
the  meek  and  lowly  Jesus — ^peace  on  earth,  and 
good  will  to  all  mankind.  Yet  the  gentleman 
talked  of  blood  and  slaughter  with  great  sang 
fmd.    He  spoke  of  a  State  (without  naming  it) 


which  was  disposed  to  command,  to  dictate  to 
Congress,  That  State,  he  said,  must  have  ita 
crest  lowered.  When  the  gentleman  was  manii-' 
facturing  the  speech  which  he  was  so  kind  as  U> 
read  to  us  the  day  before  yesterday,  he  must  have 
drawn  the  picture  which  he  gave  us  of  a  State  ia 
oi^;)osition  to  the  General  Government,  not  from 
fancy,  but  from  memory — not  from  ideal,  but  real 
life.  He  must  have  been  haunted  by  the  image  of 
the  late  Governor  Strong^  of  Massachusetts ;  by 
the  miserable  faction  which  met  in  conclave  at 
Hartford ;  that  celebrated  convention  which  deemed 
it  prudent  to  exclude  the  light  of  Heaven  from  its 
deliberations.    If  we  are  to  credit  the  newspaper 

Sublications,  (some  pieces  recently  published  un^ 
er  the  signature  of  Massachusetts,)  the  objects  of 
this  convention  were  not  v^ry  disinterested,  hon- 
orable, or  patriotic.  I  will  not  repeat  from  news- 
pap^s,  for  I  mean  to  say  nothing  in  this  debate 
for  which  I  do  not  hold  myself  personally  respon- 
sible* But,  sir,  what  was  tne  situation  of  the  coun- 
try when  this  convention  of  memorable  existence 
met?  Was  it,  as  the  member  from  Massachusetts 
described,  all  peace  without,  and  sunshine  ?  Waa 
there  no  other  evidence  of  a  storm  than  that  which 
is  given  in  a  close  room,  by  the  whispering  of  the 
wind  through  some  cranny  or  key  hole— merely 
the  u^lian  harp  1  Or  did  the  enemy  really  hang 
on  your  maritime  frontier,  like  the  sable  cloud  of 
nignt,  threatening  to  »weep  with  the  besom  of  de- 
struction your  whole  coast?  Yes,  sir,  this  was 
the  situation  of  the  country  when  the  convention 
of  famed  memory  met  in  conclave  at  Hartford ; 
when  the  ministers  of  the  Gospel  in  New  Eng- 
land were  denouncing  from  their  pulpits  the  Fed- 
eral Administration,  and  teaching  their  flocks  that 
it  was  contrary  to  religion  and  humanity  to  rejoice 
at  the  victories  obtained  by  the  arms  of  the  United 
States  over  the  enemies  of  the  country.  If,  how- 
ever, the  gentleman  be  right  in  his  principles  of 
construction,  taking  the  clause  which  gives  gen- 
eral legislation  to  Congress — making,  as  he  doe% 
the  sovereignty  reside  in  the  Government — to  use 
the  words  of  a  very  ^eat  man,  who  now  sleeps  in 
the  dust,  this  sweeping  clause,  this  Constitution, 
has  a  strong  squintings  it  squints  not  only  at  mon- 
archy, but  at  despotism — despotism  as  absolute  as 
ever  wielded  the  sceptre  over  a  set  of  crouching 
slaves.  Sir,  I  had  always  believed  that  the  sov- 
ereign power  in  this  country  resided  in  the  people. 
The  very  idea  of  responsibility  on  the  part  of  the 
representative,  proves  that  the  sovereign  power  is 
in  the  people.  The  gentleman  desires  to  explain, 
to  which  I  certainly  can  have  no  possible  objec- 
tion. [Mr.  CuBHMAN  said  he  had  admitted  the 
sovereign  power  to  be  in  the  people.]  And  pray, 
sir,  what  does  the  gentleman's  explanation  prove  i 
That,  although  the  [)eople  have  retained  in  their 
own  nands  the  sovereign  power,  and  attempted  to 
establish  a  Government  of  very  limited,  specified, 
and  delegated  powers,  yet,  by  the  use  ot  the  terms 
common  defence  and  general  welfare — terms  used 
to  point  out  the  objects  for  which  the  specified  and 
enumerated  powers  had  been  delegated — ^their 
whole  object  nad  been  defeated ;  that,  by  the  use 
of  these  terms,  they  had  credited  a  Government  of 
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not,  thea^  be  politieally  right.  It  makes  mdostry 
disMceml,  familianzes  with  injustied,  which  u 
easfly  trapsferred  from  &  Uack  man  to  a  white 
man.  This  is  its  natural  tendency,  and  it  will 
have  this  effect  in  Missouri.  Every  State  must  be 
simported  by  industr)r)  and  that  is  a  bad  policy 
which  sinks  industry  into  disgrace. 

But  gentlemen  tell  us  that  slaves  in  the  South- 
ern States  have  become  too  numerous ;  that  they 
are  burdensome  to  their  owners,  and  dangerous  to 
society.  And  what  has  produced  this  result  ?  Is 
it  that  the  increase  of  the  slave  population  in  the 
South  has  so  much  eained  on  the  free  population  1 
Yes,  sir,  this  is  the  ract.  The  statistical  annals  of 
the  country  prove  it  to  be  so.  Take,  then,  this 
&ot,  and  no  matter  how  extensive  the  region  over 
which  you  scatter  your  slaves,  the  day  will  come 
when  all  that  region  will  be  in  the  same  situation 
in  which  the  Southern  States  now  are.  They 
will  be  burdensome  to  their  masters,  and  danger- 
ous to  society.  What  political  satety  or  good, 
then,  would  result,  either  to  the  slaves  or  their 
owners,  by  such  distribution?  You  would,  in- 
deed, put  off  the  evil  day,  but  you  would  pay  a 
heavy  mterest  in  the  extension  of  the  evil.  Hu- 
manity towards  the  slaves  would  not  be  promoted 
by  their  dispersion,  and  the  ^eat  work  of  emanci- 
pation and  colonization,  which  has  to  commence 
some  day,  will  be  easier  to  xsommence  now  than 
half  a  century  to  come.  But,  we  are  told,  that  the 
citizen  of  the  South  will  go  to  Missouri,  and  that 
it  would  be  cruel  to  prevent  him  from  taking  his 
domestics,  his  menial  servants,  who  are  attached 
to  his  family  and  children,  along  with  him.  But 
these  domestics  are  also  fiithers,  mothers^  and 
diildren.  They  belong  to  diflferent  thouffh  conti- 
guous estates.  They  &ve  aU  the  natural  ties  and 
affections ;  but  they  are  torn  asunder  forever.  A 
father  is  taken  to  Missouri ;  a  mother  and  in&nts 
are  left  on  the  Potomac.  Where,  then,  is  the  hu- 
manity of  this  measure?  But  I  have  already  oc- 
ciipieu  too  much  of  the  time  of  die  Committee.  I 
will  no  longer  prosecute  the  subiect 

Mr.  Cdthbbrt,  of  Gewgia,  followed^  and  occu- 
pied the  floor  also  about  an  hour  against  the  re- 
striction, when  the  Committee  rose,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Johnson,  of  Virginia,  and  the  House  adr 
journed. 


Wednesday,  FelMruary  16. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  from  New  Jersey, 
Charles  Kin  set,  appeared,  produced  his  creden- 
tials, was  qualified^  and  took  his  seat. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting  a 
list  rendered  to  him  by  the  Register  of  the  Trea- 
sury, of  balances  standing  on  what  are  called  the 
Books  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures  in  the  Trea- 
sury, of  balances  which  h^ve  remained  unsettled, 
or  appear  to  have  been  due,  three  years  prior  to 
the  30th  of  September,  1819 ;  which  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  uble. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
.from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
a  statement  of  the  re^pts  and  expenditures  of  tke 


United  States,  from  the  4th  i^  March,  1789,  to  the 
30th  of  June,  1819,  with  several  ezplanalory  state- 
menti,  &c.,  rendered  in  obedience  to  the  remutioii 
of  this  House  of  the  6th  ultimo ;  which  was  also 
ordered  to  lie  on  table. 

Afo.  Smitb,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Coaunictes 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  "An 
act  to  provide  for  certain  persons  engaged  in  tke 
naval  service  of  the  United  States  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war ;''  which  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  wtuch  is 
committed  the  bill  to  authoriase  certain  insane  per- 
sons to  be  placed  on  the  pension  list,  and  the  goap- 
dians  to  receive  pensions. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  same  committee,  idfio  re- 
ported a'  bill  to  amend  an  act  making  leservatioa 
of  certain  public  lands  for  naval  purposes,  passed 
1st  of  March,^  1817 ;  which  was  read  tWK^  and 
oomnutted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-mor- 
row. 

Mr.  Cobb,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pufaiic 
Buildings,  made  a  detailed  report  on  the  subject  of 
the  expenditures  on  the  said  building,  accompanied 
by  a  bill  making  further  appropriations  for  con- 
tinuinoj  the  work  upon  the  centre  building  of  the 
Capitol  and  other  public  buildings;  whieh  bill 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gross,  of  New  York,  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  so  altering  the  places 
of  holdiuff  the  dcstrict  court  for  the  northern  dis- 
trict of  me  State  of  NewYoric,  that  one  term 
thereof  may  be  bolden  at  the  village  of  Sandy  Hill, 
in  the  county  of  Washington. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  infoimed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  pnased  bills,  which  originated 
in  this  Hot»&  of  the  loUowinff  titles,  to  wit;  ^'Aa 
act  for  the  relief  of  William  McDonald,  adminis- 
trator of  James  McDonald,  deceased,  late  captain 
in  the  Army  of  the  United  States  ;*'  and  '^  An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Ether  Shepley,  administrator  of 
Thomas  Bnckminster,  late  lieutenant  in  the  33d 
regiment  of  United  States'  infontry,"  widi  an 
amendment  to  each ;  in  which  they  ask  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 

THE  MISSOURI  BILL. 

The  House  then  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  propoaed 
amendment  to  this  bill. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Virginia,  addressed  the  Chair 
as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman :  Without  occupying  your  atten- 
tion by  any  unnecessary  i^wlogies,  I  MiaU  at  once 
proceed  to  the  examination  of  the  principles  in- 
volved in  the  question  which  now  oeeupies  the 
attention  of  this  Committee,  and  which,  it  is  said, 
moves  the  great  ocean  of  popular  feeling  even  to 
the  bed  on  which  for  some  time  it  has,  with  so 
much  tranquillity,  reposed.  In  proportion  to  the 
magnitude  of  the  effect  is  the  solicitude  of  the  hu- 
man mind  to  trace  to  its  source  the  cause  by  whieh 
it  has  been  [Nrodueed.  What  then,  sir,  has  pro- 
duced this  degree  of  excitement  which  gentlemen 
assure  us  exists  in  the  nation?    Is  it  the  mene 
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and  the  right  of  the  people  to  self-government. 
Congress  tender  to  the  people  of  Missouri  a  con- 
stitution !  This  is  a  naked  presentation  of  the  doc- 
trine. For,  in  effect,  the  same  result  is -produced, 
whether  the  instrument  he  tendered  ready  written, 
or  the  fundamental  principles  dictated,  which  it 
is  to  contain. 

I  will  proceed  to  examine  whether  Congress 
possess  the  Constitutional  power  to  impose  on  the 
people  of  Missouri,  as  the  condition  of  their  admis- 
sion into  the  Union,  the  perpetual  prohibition  of 
slavery,  or  involuntary  servitude.    In  order  the 
more  clearly  to  understand  the  Constitutional  pow- 
ers of  Congress,  in  relation  to  this  question,  it  will 
be  necessary  to  establish  some  principles  or  rules 
of  construction,  to  guide  us  in  our  future  investi- 
gation.   The  sovereign  authority,  in  this  country, 
resides  in  the  people.    The  Government  of  the 
United  States  is  a  Government  of  limited  and  de- 
fined powers.     The  attributes  of  sovereignty  dele- 
gated to  Congress  are  of  high  and  most  important  | 
character ;  they  are,  however,  clearly  defined,  and 
carefully  enumerated.    By  the  8th  section  of  the 
1st  article,  most,  if  not  ail  the  powers  delegated  to 
Congress,  are  carefully  enumerated.    In  the  first 
clause  of  that  section,  the  objects  which  induced 
the  people  of  the  United  States  to  intrust  Congress 
Tith  the  exercise  of  such  important  and  truly  in- 
teresting powers  are  pointed  out,  to  wit:  "the 
common  aefence  and  general  welfare  of  the  Uni- 
ted States."    These  are  the  objects  which  those 
extensive  delegations  of  power  were  intended  to 
effectuate.     They  are  pointed  out  as  the  grand 
objects  which  Congress  should  ever  keep  steadily 
in  view.     They  were  designed  as  beacons  to  guide 
the  Representatives  of  the  people  in  the  exercise 
of  the  high  powers  intrusted  to  their  integrity  and 
honor,  and  never  designed  to  furnish  to  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  this  defined  and  limited  Government 
all  power  which  they  might  desire,  or  be  disposed 
to  exercise.     Congress  can  rightfully  exercise  no 
power,  unless  it  be  expressly  given  by  the  Consti- 
tution, or  unless  it  be  tx)th  necessary  and  proper  to 
carry  into  effect  some  power  expressly  given.  6y  the 
4th  article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
section  3d.  it  is  provided  that  "  new  States  may  be 
admitted  ny  the  Congress  into  the  Union."    It  is 
contended  that  the  power  under  this  clause  to  ad- 
mit new  States,  is  in  its  nature  general ;  that  Con- 
gress has  discretionary  authority  as  to  the  admis- 
sion of  new  States  into  the  Union,  and  may  impose 
whatever  conditions  it  pleased,  as  terms  of  that 
consent.    I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  referring  to 
sonie  pamphlets  and  speeches,  which  have  been 
laid  on  our  tables  with  the  view  to  guide  us  in  the 
discharge  of  the  important  duties  of  legislation. 
I  hope  the  radiance  of  intellect  which  beams  on 
fhe  pages  of  these  pamphlets  and  speeches^  although 
it  has  afforded  me  very  little  aid  in  the  investiga- 
tion of  this  important  subject,  will  light  the  au- 
thors to  happiness.    The  Boston  Memorial,  the 
Yery  title  of  which  is  calculated  to  mislead  and 
deceive :  it  is  alleged  to  be  •*  on  the  subject  of  re- 
straining the  increase  of  slavery  in  the  new  States." 
In  the  fifth  page  of  this  memorial,  it  is  stated  that 
''the  Territories,  as  such,  can  have  no  rights  but 


what  are  conferred  by  Congress."  I  know  the 
gentleman  first  named  on  the  committee  which 
prepared  this  memorial;  I  served  with  him  in 
Congress  during  the  most  gloomy  period  of  the 
late  war.  He  is  certainly  a  man  of  talents.  Can 
it  for  a  moment  be  pretended  by  any  man.  that  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  wherever  tney  may 
reside,  have  no  riehts  except  such  as  are  conferred 
by  Congress.  Tne  servants  of  the  people — ^thc 
mere  creatures  of  the  public  will — to  be  the  source 
from  which  the  people  derive  thdr  rights !  Their 
rights  to  life,  liberty,  and  the  means  of  pursuing 
their  happiness.  The  doctrine  is  too  aosurd  to 
require  serious  refutation.  In  the  same  memorial, 
pa^ e  6  and  7,  it  is  further  alleged — ^*  and  if  con- 
^  ditions  may  be  annexed,  it  depends  solely  upon 

*  the  wisdom  of  Congress  what  such  conditions 

*  shall  be.  They  may  embrace  every  thing  not 
<  incompatible  with  the  possession  of^  those  fede- 
'  ral  rights  which  an  admission  into  the  Union 
'  confers  upon  the  newStates."  The  memorialists, 
in  order  to  present  a  naked  view  of  the  doctrines 
for  which  tney  contend,  in  the  15th  page,  go  on 
to  show  what  they  understand  by  rights  derived 
exclusively  from  the  State  government.  "The 
'  inhabitants  shall  be  admitted  as  soon  as  possible, 
^  according  to  the  principles  of  the  Federal  Con- 
<8titution,  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights, 
'  advantages,  and  immunities,  of  citizens  of  the 
I  United  States."  The  ris^hts,  advantages,  and 
immunities,  here  spoken  of,  must,  from  the  very 
force  of  the  terms  of  the  clause,  be  such  as  are 
recognised  or  communicated  by  the  Constitution  ^ 
of  the  United  States.  The  clause  cannot  be  refer- 
red to  rights,  advantages,  and  immunities,  derived 
exclusively  trom  the  State  governments,  for  these 
do  not  depend  upon  the  Federal  Constitution.  Be- 
sides, it  would  be  impossible  that  all  the  rights, 
advantages,  and  immunities,  of  citizens  of  the  dif- 
ferent States,  could  be  at  the  same  time  enjoyed 
by  the  same  persons.  These  rights  are  different 
in  different  States;  a  right  exists  in  one  State 
which  is  denied  in  others,  oris  repugnant  to  other 
rights  enjoyed  in  others.  In  some  States,  a  free- 
holder alone  is  qualified  to  vote  in  elections;  in 
some  a  qualification  in  personal  property  is  suffi- 
cient ;  and  in  others,  age  and  freedom  are  the  sole 
qualifications  of  elect(»rs.  The  bare  presentation 
of  this  reasoning  is  sufficient  to  prove  how  diffi- 
cult it  is  to  support  error,  even  when  the  most  in- 
genious volunteer  their  services  as  its  advocates. 
It  is  first  contended  that  the  Territories,  as  such, 
(surely  meaning  the  people  who  inhabit  the  Ter- 
ritories, and  not  the  lands  which  compose  the  Ter- 
ritories,) can  have  no  rights  but  what  are  confer- 
red by  Congress.  Secondly,  that  conditions  may 
be  annexed  to  the  admission  of  a  State  into  the 
Union,  which  may  embrace  every  thing  not  in- 
compatible with  the  possession  of  those  federal 
rights  which  an  admission  into  the  Union  confers 
upon  the  new  State.  Thirdly,  it  is  emphatically 
contended,  that  the  right  of  suffrage  is  derived  ex- 
clusively from  the  State  governments.  The  Ter- 
ritories, as  such,  can  have  no  rights  but  what  are 
conferred  by  Congress.  They  may  be  denied  all 
rights  whten  are  not  federal,    if  the  reaaoning 
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were  true,  the  most  important  right  which  can  be 
enjoyed  by  a  freeman,  in  civil  societies,  to  wit, 
right  of  sufirase,  could  never  be  enjoyed  by  the 
citizens  of  a  Territory.  How  would  they  elect 
their  Representatives  to  Congress?  Such  rea- 
scMiing  is  too  absurd  to  merit  further  notice. 

I  Will  not  occupy  the  time  of  the  Committee  by 
reading  from  the  treaty  of  April,  1803,  by  which 
the  French  Republic  ceded  to  the  United  States 
Louisiana ;  that  clause  which  secured  to  the  peo- 
ple of  the  ceded  territory  the  free  enjoyment  of 
their  liberty,  property,  and  the  religion  which 
they  professed,  and  provided  for  their  speedy  ad- 
mission into  the  Union,  according  to  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Federal  Constitution,  b^iise  the  clause 
has  so  often  been  read  that  it  must  be  distinctly 
remembered  by  every  member  of  the  Committee. 
By  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  article  6, 
"  all  treaties  made,  or  which  shall  be  made,  under 
tfaue  authority  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  the 
supreme  law  of  the  land."  I  beg  leave  to  refer 
the  Committee  to  the  printed  speech  of  Mr.  King: 
he  remarks,  naffe  7,  ''  It  is  further  objected  that 
the  article  ot  the  act  of  admission  into  the  Union, 
by  which  slavery  should  be  excluded  from  Mis- 
souri, would  be  nugatory,  as  the  new  State,  in 
virtue  of  its  sovereignty,  would  be  at  liberty  to 
revoke  its  consent,  and  annul  the  article  by  which 
slavery  should  be  excluded.  Such  revocation 
would  be  contrary  to  the  obligations  of  good 
faith,  which  enjoin  the  observance  of  our  en- 
gagements—it would  be  repugnant  to  the  princi- 
ples upon  which  Government  itself  is  founded. 
Sovereignty,  in  every  lawful  government,  is  a 
limited  power,  and  can  do  only  what  it  is  lawful 
to  do.  Sovereigns,  like  individuals,  are  bound  by 
their  engagements,  and  have  no  moral  power  to 
break  them.  Treaties  between  nations  repose 
on  this  principle."    This  appears  to  be  as  com- 

eete  a  surrender  of  the  question  as  could  be  made 
r  any  terms  which  belong  to  the  language  in 
which  they  are  expressed.  The  treaty  ceding 
Louisiana,  of  w^ich  Missouri  was  a  part,  expressly 
secured  to  the  people  their  liberty,  property,  and 
religion,  and  provided  for  their  speedy  admission 
into  the  Union,  according  to  the  princif^es  of  the 
Federal  Constitution. 

Treaties,  made  under  the  authority  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  are,  by  the  Constitution,  declared  to  be 
the  supreme  law  of  the  land.  Mr.  King  places 
the  obligations  of  a  treaty  on  the  same  ground, 
and  gives  to  them  equal  force  in  a  nM>ral  point  of 
view,  with  those  obligations  which  bind  the  mem- 
bers of  society  to  each  other,  and  secure  obedience 
to  their  Qovernment.  Let  us  contrast  this  great 
and  distinguished  statesman  with  himself.  Let  it 
be  remembered  that,  at  the  time  Louisiana  was 
ceded  to  the  United  States,  the  people  of  that 
country  held  slaves,  and  that  their  slaves  consti- 
tuted a  very  important  nart  of  their  property.  Mr. 
King,  page  7:  ^'As  all  nations  do  not  permit 
'  mvery,  the  term  property^  in  its  common  and 
'  universal  meaning,  does  not  include  or  describe 
^  slaves.  But,  admitting  that  such  was  the  inten- 
*  tion  of  the  parties,  (to  wit:  to  include  sUves 
^  under  the  term  pn^mty^)  the  stipulation  is  not 


*  only  tempoivy?  but  extends  no  further  than  to 
'  the  property  actuallv  possessed  by  the  inhabit" 
^  ants  of  Mii^un,  wnen  it  was  first  occupied  by 
'  the  United  States.  Property  since  acquired  by 
'  them^  and  property  acquired  or  possessed  by  the 

*  new  mhabitants  of  Missouri,  has,  in  each  csscl 
'  been  acquired  under  the  laws  of  the  United 

<  States,  and  not  during  or  under  the  laws  of 

*  Louisiana.  Should,  therefore^  the  future  intro- 
'  duction  of  slaves  into  Missouri  be  forbidden,  the 
^  feelings  of  the  citizens  would  be  reconciled  to 
'  their  exclusion ;  and  the  inconsiderable  number 
'  of  slaves  owned  by  the  inhabitants  at  the  date  of 

<  the  cession  of  Louisiana,  would  be  emanciiated, 

*  or  sent  for  sale  into  States  where  slavery  exists.'^ 
I  know  the  infiuence  which  Mr.  King  has  in  cer> 
tain  portions  of  the  United  States,  among  a  par- 
ticular description  of  politicians.  He  is  certainly 
a  man  of  very  great  experience,  and  ought  to  be 
well  skilled  in  diplomacy.  1  appeal  to  the  Com- 
mittee, and  ask,  confidently,  wnether  a  greater 
want  of  candor  could  be  exhibited  1  I  say  candor. 
A  treaty,  solemnly  entered  into,  the  stipulations  of 
which  were  peculiarly  designed  to  extend  protec- 
tion to  the  inhabitants  of  Uie  ceded  territory;  to 
secure  to  them  the  complete  and  absolute  control 
over  their  property,  which  consisted,  to  a  very 
large  amount,  m  slaves;  and  this  grave  statesman 
affects  to  doubt  whether  the  contracting  parties 
intended  to  include  slaves  under  the  term  projufty. 
A^ain,  a  condition  submitted  to  by  the  people  of 
Missouri,  in  order  to  obtain  admission  into  the 
Union,  would  be  perpetually  binding  on  them  and 
their  posterity ;  because  good  iiaith  requires  an  ob- 
servance of  engagements,  and  because  treaties  be- 
tween nations  repose  on  this  principle.  Yet,  tbe 
stipulations  contained  in  the  treaty  of  cession,  are 
utterly  disregarded ;  stipulations  which  have  been 
a^ain  and  again  recognised,  by  the  Grovernment 
of  the  United  States,  m  the  most  solemn  and  irn* 
pressive  manner — ^not  only  at  the  period  when  the 
treaty  was  ratified,  but  at  the  admission  of  Louisi- 
ana into  the  Union ;  and  in  every  act  of  legislation, 
for  the  territorial  government  of  the  whole  coun- 
try, ceded  by  France  to  the  United  States,  from 
the  date  of  the  cession  in  April,  1803,  to  the  pres- 
ent moment.  Such  inconsistencies  require  no 
further  comment. 

The  power  to  make  all  needful  rules  and  reg- 
ulations respecting  the  territory  and  other  property 
belonging  to  the  United  States  has  been  much  re 
lied  on  by  Mr.  King  and  others,  as  giving  to  Con- 
gress the  power  to  impose  the  condition,  or  re- 
striction, on  the  people  of  Missouri.  The  argu- 
ments derived  from  this  grant  of  power  have  been 
so  fully  met  and  refuted,  by  those  who  have  pre- 
ceded me  in  the  debate,  that  I  shall  not  detain  the 
Committee  bv  going  over  the  ground,  but  barely 
remark  that  tne  proposed  amendment  is  intended 
to  operate,  not  on  the  territory  or  other  property 
of  tne  United  States,  but  on  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  and  their  property.  Property  which 
they  have  held,  and  been  induced  to  acquire,  oai 
the  faith  of  the  pledge,  solemnly  made  by  the  GoT-i 
ernment  of  the  United  States,  that  the  people  d 
that  territory  should  be  protected  in  their  civil  aol 
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eligioos  pd?il^gei,  in  tlifi  eojoyment  of  tlieir 
\tQpaVfy  and  that  they  should  be  admitted  into 
he  Unioa  ts  soon  as  possible,  according  to  the 
iriociples  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  and  to  the 
njoyoKiit  of  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of 
•itizeosofthe  United  States. 

The  power  to  regulate  commerce  is  among  the 
ixpress  powers  delegated  to  Congress.  This  power 
la^  been  resorted  to^  in  order  to  prove  that  Con- 
gress can,  coBstitutioDally,  impose  on  the  people 
»i  Missouri  the  condition,  or  restriction,  contained 
a  the  proposed  amendmeot.  This  branch  of  the 
abject  shall  be  noticed  hereafter. 

The  political  doctors  of  the  day,  nol^tisfied  with 
estfting  to  the  different  clauses  of  the  Constitu- 
ioD,  which  give  to  Congress  power  to  make  all 
leedful  rales  and  regulations  respecting  the  territory 
lad  other  {Hoperty  belonging  to  ih»  United  States; 
0  admit  new  States  into  the  Union ;  to  regulate 
oounerce;  to  provide  for  the  common  defence 
Jid  general  welfare;  have  most  strangely. resorted 
0  the  9th  section  of  the  1st  article  of  the  Consti- 
atiofl,  to  d^ive^  for  Congress,  this  omnipotent 
wwer  of  fixing  immutably  the  landamentai  prin- 
iple,  by  whidi  the  people  of  Missouri  and  their 
Msterity  are  to  be  covemed.  This  section,  from 
he  beginning  to  Ue  end,  contains  nothing  but 
)rohibitiotts  and  resfrictions  on  the  powers  of  Con- 
gress. The  &cst  clause  of  this  section  contains  the 
iroiiihitioa,  oa  the  power  of  Congress,  relative  to 
he  migration  or  importation  of  such  persons  aa 
my  of  the  States  sliall  think  proper  to  admit  prior 
0  the  year  1808.  I  shall  not  dwell  on  the  terms 
oigration  and  importation,  which  have  been  so 
/tea  repeated,  dunng  this  debate^  as  to  cause  them 
0  grate  on  the  ear  as  harshly  and  disagreeably  as 
^  chains  of  the  convict. 

^  I  am  rery  happy  that  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  (Mr.  PiiccKiffiY,)  a  member  of  the  Con- 
'eoiioD  which  formed  the  Constitution  of  the 
ij'aited  States,  has  given  an  account  of  the  under- 
sanding  of  me  Convention,  as  to  the  true  import 
ifid  meaning  of  these  terms,  which  oorrespondi 
xmpletely  with  the  definitions  given  of  them  by 
itt  most  ieamed  aad  the  best  ^eakers  who  have 
aien  part  in  this  debate,  to  vnt,  that  migration 
w  applied  to  all  persons  of  whatever  cok>r  or 
eschpition,  who  should  voluntarily  remove  to  the 
Waited  States^  or  anv  particular  State^importa* 
ion,  to  aU  persons  wno  should  be  brought,  by  the 
^U  of  others,  into  any  of  the  States.  All  con- 
racts  or  compacts  may  grant  nmre  or  less  than  the 
oatracting  parties  d»igned  to  convey.  If  Con- 
fess posKSi  BO  othciir  power  over  the  subject  of 
ligation  or  importation,  than  what  can  be  ikrived 
rom  this  9th  section,  it  is,  to  my  mind,  most  per- 
tcUy  dear,  that  not  a  single  power  is  possessed 
Ter  the  subject. 

It  will  be  recollected  by  the  Committee  that  the 
receding  section  contains  an  enumeration  of  the 
pwen  Minied  to  be  intrusted  to  the  Congress  of 
oe  United  States.  Would  it  not  be  a  most  sin- 
nbr  inconsisteney  for  men  of  very  inferior  per- 
^city  aad  intelligence  to  those  who  framed 
ae  CoostitQtion  of  i&  United  States,  who  should 
i^cagaged  in  a  work  of  sach  deep  imd  moment- 


ous importance  as  that  of  preparing  a  form  of  gov- 
ernment for  a  free  people,  who  were  jealous  and 
watchful  of  their  liberties,  in  order  to  form  a  gov- 
enunent  of  limited  and   defined  powers  which 
should  be  perfectly  secure  from  abuse  ?    First,  to 
enmnerate,  with  care  and  accuracy,  the  several 
powers  intended  to  be  intrusted  to  tne  representa- 
tives of  the  people — ^yielding  to  the  well  founded 
jealousy  entertained  of  the  propensity  of  man  to 
abuse  delegated  powers,  that  the  very  singular 
mode  shouM  have  been  adopted  to  confer  new  and 
more  extensive  powers,  by  prohibiting,  except  un- 
der peculiar  circumstances,  or  for  a  limited  time, 
the  exercise  of  some  of  the  most  important  powers, 
expressly  delegated,  or  resulting  by  necessary  and 
unavoidable  iia^lication,  from  powers  thus  con- 
ferred.   Sir,  there  is  no  rule  of  construction ;  no 
principle  of  reason,  which  is  not  opposed  to  such 
a  moae  of  imparting  power.    I  know  I  may  be 
met  vrith  the  omection,  that  it  is  from  this  clause 
that  Congress  derives  the  power  to  suspend  the 
writ  of  habeas  corpus.    To  which  I  answer,  that 
Congress  derives  from  this  clause  no  power  over 
the  writ  of  habeas  corpus;  that  it  was  designed 
to  furnish  a  rule  of  construction,  to  prevent  the 
abase  of  power  by  suspending  this  writ,  on  which 
the  personal  security  and  liberty  of  the  citizen  so 
much  depend^.    The  people  of  this  country  had  * 
not  long  shaken  ofi^  the  yoke  of  a  foreign  tyrant. 
They  had  had  many  paiiHul  evidences  of  the  abuse 
of  power  by  the  British  Gk>verimieat  in  suspend- 
ing the  great  and  efficacious  writ.    But  can  it  for 
a  moment  be  doubted  that  Congress  has  the  Con- 
stitutional power  to  suspend  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpus  1    But  for  the  prohibition  contained  in  this 
section  on  the  exercise  of  this  power,  it  might  have 
bem  very  much  abused.    Are  not  the  powers  del- 
egated to  Congress,  in  their  nature  sovereign  ?   Is 
not  the  power  to  declare  war  a  hi^h  sovereign 
power,  confided  by  the  people  to  their  representa- 
tives ?    Is  not  the  power  to  create  tribunals  inferior 
to  the  Supreme  Court,  expressly  given  ?    Is  not 
the  whole  judiciary  of  the  United  States  organized 
by  an  act  of  Congress  1    Are  not  the  forms  of 
writs,  and  the  rules  of  proceeding,  prescribed  by 
Congra»?    Can  it  be  at  all  doubtful  that  the 
power  which,  under  the  Constitution,  prescribes 
the  rule  of  action;  in  other  words,  gives  the  law 
to  the  oonrli  and  the  people,  when  the  public 
interest  demands  it,  can  sui^nd  even  this  highly 
important  and  remedial  writ  ?    This  was  known 
to  the  Convention ;  the  prohibition  was  wisely  in- 
serted, as  a  necessary  guard  to  the  liberty  or  the 
citizen. 

Again,  it  may  be  contended  that,  from  the  10th 
section  of  ^e  same  article,  which  contains  nothing 
but  restraints  and  prohibitions  upon  the  exercise 
of  certain  powers  by  the  States,  that  they,  when 
actually  invaded,  or  in  such  imminent  danger  as 
will  not  admit  or  delay,  derive  the  power  to  keep 
troops  and  ships  of  war,  to  enter  mto  compaots 
with  each  other,  with  forei^  Powers,  and  even  to 
engage  in  war.  Not  so,  sir.  It  serves  merely  as 
a  rule  of  construction,  as  an  additional  evidence 
of  the  jealousy  of  the  people  of  this  country  of 
their  righto  aad  liberties,  and  of  the  propensity  of 
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man  to  abuse  power  when  intrusted  to  him.  Not 
a  right  b  conlerred  on  the  States  by  this  section. 
The  States,  in  rektion  to  the  Greneral  Got^h- 
meat,  and  in  reference  to  their  defence,  occupy 
the  same  ground  as  individuals.  WheneTer  a 
government  is  unable  to  defend  the  citizen,  the 
right  of  sdf-defence,  a  natural  right,  recurs  to  him; 
so  of  the  States.  When  the  General  Government 
is  unable  to  defend  the  States,  the  natural  and  in- 
alienable right  of  self-defence  reverts  to  the  States, 
and  authorizes  them  to  defend  and  preserve  them- 
selves. 

Shall  I  be  permitted  to  invite  the  attention  of 
the  Committee  to  the  amendments  to  the  Consti- 
tion  of  the  United  States,  articles  first  and  second  ? 
These  articles  contain  prohibitions  of  a  very  sin- 
gular character,  on  the  exercise  of  powers  by  Con- 
gress. I  confess  that  I  have  never  seen  these 
articles  without  regret.  I  have  considered  them 
as  disgraceful  to  the  high  and  lofty  character  of 
the  American  people.  I  presume,  it  a  convention 
were  now  called,  to  frame  a  constitution  for  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  that,  instead  of 
embodying  a  few  general  and  fundamental  prin- 
ciples^ contained  m  a  little  pamphlet  like  this, 
[holding  the  Constitution  in  his  hand,]  it  would 
require  a  large  folio  volume  to  contain  the  necessary 
restrictions  and  prohibitions  on  the  Government 
affainst  undue  andunwarrantable  exercise  of  power. 
W  hat  are  the  prohibitions  in  these  articles  ?  ^^  Con- 

*  gress  shall  make  no  law  respecting  an  establish- 
'  ment  of  religion,  or  prohibiting  the  free  exercise 
^  thereof;  or  abrioging  the  freedom  of  speech  or  of 
'  the  press ;  or  the  right  of  the  people  peaceably  to 
<  assemble,  and  to  petition  the  Gk>vernment  for  a 
'  redress  of  grievances.  A  well  re&plated  militia 
'  bein^  necessary  to  the  security  of  a  free  State. 

*  the  right  of  the  people  to  keep  and  bear  arms  shall 
'  not  be  infringed."  I  ask  the  Committee  to  pause 
for  a  moment,  and  to  reflect  on  the  character  of 
these  prohibitions.  What  must  have  been  the 
jealousy  of  those  who  deemed  it  necessary  to  guard 
against  the  abuse  of  power,  by  such  restrictions, 
on  a  Grovemment  of  limited,  d^ned,  and  delegated 
authority  ?  Under  what  pretence  could  Congress 
dare  to  interfere  with  afiairs  of  religion — ^with  the 
freedom  of  speech  or  of  the  press  1  Under  what 
state  of  things  could  it  be  presumed  to  be  necessary 
for  the  sovereign  people  of  the  United  States  to 
retain  to  themselves  the  poor  privilege  of  assemUing 
peaceably  to  petition,  not  their  sovereign  lords  and 
masters,  out  their  public  servants  and  agents,  for  a 
redress  of  grievances  ?  To  what  daring  usurpa- 
tions must  they  have  looked,  when  it  was  deemed 
necessary  to  secure  to  freemen  the  privilege  of 
keeping  and  bearing  arms?  But,  sir,  Constitu- 
tional securities  asainst  the  abuse  of  power,  of  del- 
egated and  limited  power,  seem  to  be  but  beautiful 
and  splendid  illusions. 

Notwithstanding  these  securities  to  the  freedom 
of  speech  and  of  the  press,  we  have  seen  the  day 
when  a  sedition  act  was  deemed  both  necessary 
and  proper,  (among  a  particular  description  of  pol- 
iticians in  this  country,)  of  course  Constitutional. 
This  act  was  deemed  necessary  to  p^uard  the  indi- 
yidual  who  held  the  reins  ana  guided  the  car  of 


State.  This  illustrious  Chief  Magistrate,  who  was 
thus  entrenched  behind  the  protecting  influence  of 
a  sedition  act,  was  from  New  England— that  land 
so  peculiarly  blessed  by  freedom  and  equality ;  that 
land  where  slavery  is  unknown.  Mav  the  time 
not  arrive  when  the  science  of  political  chenustr)' 
shall  be  better  known ;  when  the  use  of  the  alembic 
is  better  understood ;  that  it  will  be  discovered  thai 
Congress  has  the  Constitutional  power  to  prerent 
the  people  from  assembling  peaceably  for  any  othd 
purpose  but  to  petition  their  lords  and  masters,  th< 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  for  a  redress  oj 
firievances !  Entertaining  the  opinions  which  1 
do,  of  the  limited  character  of  the  GovernmeDtol 
the  United  State,  of  the  responsibility  of  the  officers 
of  this  Government  to  their  constituents ;  of  (ht 
absolute,  uncontrolled,  and  uncontrollable  powel 
of  the  people  over  not  only  their  public  serrant^ 
but  of  the  Constitution  and  form  of  GoyemmenI 
itself,  those  reservations  of  privileges,  and  iimita- 
tions  of  power  on  the  Crovernment,  appear  to  hare 
resulted  from  infatuation  or  a  sickly  sensibility 
which  induced  the  framars  of  the  amendments  t( 
reserve  to  the  people,  as  privileges,  what  they  beU 
as  rights ;  rights  which,  whenever  invaded,  ougb 
to  arouse  the  people  to  the  most  prompt  and  vigo 
rous  resistance.  Yet,  sir,  experience  may  prort 
that  they  were  right  If  the  Constitution  be  thu 
successfully  invaded,  and  the  people  should  tameh 
submit,  other  and  more  effectual  limitations  wil 
be  required. 

But,  sir,  it  has  been  triumphantly  asked,  if  Cod 
gress  possess  no  power,  no  authority  on  the  subjeo 
of  admitting  new  States :  if  no  condition  can  bi 
annexed :  if  any  people  who  think  proper  to  apph 
have  the  right  to  admission  into  the  Union  ?  Ti 
which  I  rej^y^  that  Congpress,  unless  bound  by  pre 
vious  obligation  to  admit,  has  the  unqualified  au 
thority  to  reject.  That,  under  the  fourth  articl 
of  the  Constitution,  which  guaranties  arepublicai 
form  of  government  to  every  State  in  this  UnioiD 
Congress  has  the  right  to  require  that  the  State  a| 
]^ing  for  admission  shall  adopt  a  republican  fori 
ofgovernment. 

Permit  me,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  inquire  into  tb 
character  of  the  population  of  Missouri.  By  whoi 
has  that  Territory  been  settled  ?  Are  the  inbabi 
tants  strangers,  foreigners,  aliens  to  our  Ggs^ 
ment,  manners,  religion?  Or  are  they  natit 
citizens  of  the  United  States  ?  They  are  nati^ 
citizens ;  many  of  them  have  fou^t  and  bled  i 
defence  of  the  principles  of  which  all  here  a 
proudly  boast.  Many  of  them  are  the  descendan' 
of  gallant  men,  who  furnished  from  their  ow 
veins  the  cement  for  this  our  temple  of  liberty, 
have  the  pleasure  to  know  some  of  the  citizens  I 
Missouri.  They  are  men  who  can  rear  their  cre^ 
by  the  side  of  any  gentleman  in  this  House,  frol 
whatever  section  of  the  country  he  may  have  com 
and  for  virtue,  intelligence,  patriotism,  and  valo 
proudly  challenge  a  comparison.  I  allude  to  ti 
O'Fallans,  the  nephevrs  of  George  R.  Clark-^ 
name  held  in  sacred  regard  by  Kentucky  and  Vi 
ginia.  The  man  whose  chivalic  spirit  and  dariii 
enterprise,  conquered  the  finest  portion  of  count 
in  the  Union — the  country  north  and  west  oi  tl 
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Oliio--4be  country  which  is  now  represented  in 
Congress  by  men  who  are  aidioff  to  place  fetters 
on  the  nephews  and  relatives  of  this  very  man. 
Nepheiffs  who  have  proved  themselves  to  oe  true 
and  geooine  branches  of  the  original  stock. 

I  beg  leave  to  inquire  into  the  pretensions  of  the 
people  of  the  North  and  East,  to  lorm  constitutions 
for  their  neighbors.  Have  the  people  of  those  por- 
tions of  the  Union  been  peculiarly  blessed  by  po- 
Ltical  tranquillity,  harmony,  ana  happiness?  I 
will  not  point  to  tne  political  commotions  which 
hare  »  frequently  and  so  violently  agitated  the 
peaceful  relations  of  the  people  in  our  Northern  and 
Eastern  hembphere,  because  they  are  familiar  to 
all.  I  will  barely  refer  to  facts,  supported  by  high 
anthority.  Connecticut,  until  very  lately,  never 
had  a  constitution.  The  Grovernor  of  Massachu- 
setts, at  the  late  session  oi  the  General  Assembly 
of  that  State,  recommended  the  call  of  a  convention 
to  revise  and  amend  the  constitution  of  the  State. 
TbeGoTemorof  New  Yorkrecently  recommended, 
to  the  Assembly  of  that  State,  the  propriety  of 
calling  a  convention  to  re-model  and  amend  tneir 
coQsdtutioa.  In  his  speech  to  the  two  houses  of  the 
Ix^slature,  at  the  opening  of  their  session,  he 
presents  the  following  striking  picture  of  the  polit- 
ical agitations  and  excitements  which  exist  in  that 
peat  State:  "While  this  State  has  made  rapid 
I  and  sifinaJ  advances  in  prosperity,  it  has  been 
'  more  obnoxious  to  the  excitement  of  party  than 
'  any  member  of  the  Federal  Union.  Even  during 
'  the  gloomy  periods  of  the  Revolution,  this  spirit 
^  was  exhibited  in  a  variety  of  shapes,  and  since 
^  that  time  it  has  scarcely  ever  ceased  to  agitate 
I  society.  After  giving  full  weight  to  the  operation 
of  other  assignable  caus»,  we  are  forced  to  con- 
'  dude  that  there  is  a  radical  defect  in  the  consti- 
I  luuon  of  our  government ;  that  it  either  wants 
some  essential  check  against  the  progress  of  party, 
'  or  that  it  contains  in  its  arrangement  the  elements 
'  of  discord  and  excitement."  After  this  very  strong 
pcture  of  the  political  cabab  which  agitate  his  own 
aiate,  and  disturb  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  its 
citoens,  modesty  would  seem  to  require  that  his 
Eicellency  should  remain  quiet  and  silent  about 
tiie  aflkirs  of  his  neighbors ;  that  he  should  direct 
^  own  energies,  and  engage  the  energies  of  his 
L  ^  ^islature,  exclusively  to  correct  existing 
abuses  at  home.    Not  so  his  Excellency  j  although 

n  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  ™°''®  ^"^  ^^^^y  y^*»  ^®  ^^ 

all  the  distinguished  statesmen  ot  his  great  and 
distinguished  State,  have  not  been  able  to  correct 
the  radical  evils  under  which  they  have  labored, 
he  IS  ambitions  to  influence  the  deliberations  of 
1  °*f^'  a>^d  extend  his  fostering  care  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Missouri,  by  furnishing  them  some  of  the 
tundamental  principles  by  which  they  and  their 
posterity  are  to  be  governed. 

He  thus  impresses,  in  his  speech,  on  the  Legis- 
lature, the  necessity  of  interposing : 

"  Nor  can  I  conceal,  on  this  occasion^  the  deep  anx- 
iety which  I  fed  in  a  cabject  now  under  tho  conrider- 
«ion  of  the  General  Government,  and  which  is  nafbr- 
biotlely  calculated  to  produce  geographical  distinc- 
^^^  Highly  important  as  it  is  to  allay  feelinga  ao 
uuQtpictoQi,  and  to  cultivate  the  most  friandly  com- 


munion with  eveiy  member  of  the  Conftderacy,  yet 
I  consider  the  interdiction  of  the  extension  of  slavery 
a  paramoont  consideration.  Morally  and  politically 
speaking,  slavery  is  an  evil  of  the  first  magnitude ;  ancl, 
whatever  may  be  the  consequences,  it  is  our  duty  to 
progress,  in  all  cases  v^hen  such  prohibition  is  allowed 
by  the  Constitution.  No  evil  can  result  from  its  inhi- 
bition, more  pernicious  than  its  toleration  ;  and  I  ear- 
nestly recommend  the  expression  of  your  sense  on  this 
occasion,  as  equally  due  to  the  character  of  the  State, 
and  the  prosperity  of  the  Empire." 

Sir,  New  York  is  entitled  to  my  thanks^  and  to 
the  thanks  of  the  nation,  for  the  interestmg  and 
gallant  stand  which,  under  the  auspices  of  her  late 
patriotic  Governor,  (Daniel  D.  Tompkins,)  she 
during  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  made 
ag;ain8t  the  common  enemy.  But  I  must  be  per- 
mitted, after  the  above  statement  of  facts,  to  enter, 
for  the  people  of  Missouri,  a  solemn  protest  against 
the  interference  of  the  people  of  the  North  and 
East  with  their  fundamentu  and  municipal  regu- 
lations— ^first,  for  the  want  of  capacity ;  and,  sec- 
ondly, because  they  have  no  right  to  interfere. 

May  not  the  people  of  Missouri,  with  great  force 
and  propriety,  say  to  the  people  of  New  England 
and  New  York,  look  to  your  own  affairs;  tran- 
quillize the  political  discord  and  excitement  which 
agitate  your  own  bosoms ;  heal  the  wounds  which 
the  political  parties  in  your  own  States  are  perpet- 
ually inflicting  on  each  other.  Let  us  alone ;  per- 
mit us  to  manage  our  own  afiairs  in  our  own  way. 
We  fear  the  constitution  which  you  are  endeavor- 
ing to  impose  on  us  will  either  want  some  essential 
check  against  the  progress  of  p^ty,  or  that  it  will 
contain  in  its  arrangement  the  elements  of  discord 
and  excitement*  We  think  no  evil  can  result  from 
resistini^  with  manly  firmness  and  fortitude,  this 
unconstitutional  and  unwarrantable  efibrt  which 
you  are  making  to  invade  our  sovereignty  and  in- 
dependence, so  pernicious,  as  would  be  a  base  and 
tame  acquiescence  on  our  part. 

The  doctrines  of  humanity  and  religion  have 
not  been  much  pressed  into  service  by  me  restric- 
tionists  latterly.  It  is  somewhat  singular  that  the 
pjassion  of  humanity  should,  at  the  same  instant  of 
time,  have  seized  so  strongly  upon  New  England 
and  Old  England ;  that  £is  passion  should  have 
been  so  strongly  and  so  singularly  enlisted  in  favor 
of  the  black  uaves  in  the  United  States.  Slavery 
on  every  other  portion  of  the  ^lobe  seems  to  have 
had  no  efiect  on  the  sympathies  of  these  philan- 
thropists. They  have  not  been  excited  by  the  con- 
dition of  the  wnite  slaves  of  Europe ;  nor  by  the 
sufferings  of  the  wl^ite,  black,  and  party-colored 
slaves  of  the  Indies.  The  African  slave  trade-^ 
the  enslaved  descendants  of  Africans  in  the  Uni- 
ted States — are  the  subjects  of  peculiar  sensibility 
and  interest  to  those  who  have  recently  engaged 
in  proclaiming  the  doctrines  of  benevolence  and 
humanity.  The  peculiar  a  nd  strongly-marked  hos- 
tility of  Old  England  to  the  people  of  the  South- 
em  and  Western  States,  the  holders  of  black  slaves, 
is  well  known.  Let  the  people  of  England — of 
Great  Britain — cast  their  eyes. on  the  map  of  the 
earth,  and  see  what  a  large  proportion  of  its  habita- 
ble part  is  covered,  and  ny  millions  of  human 
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beinffs  held  in  the  most  wretched  state  of  bondase, 
by  the  policy  of  their  own  Qoverament.  In  nie 
West  Indies,  in  Europe,  in  the  East  Indies,  mil- 
lions of  homan  beings,  presenting  every  shade  of 
color,  and  every  grade  of  suffering  and  misery,  tes- 
tify by  their  execrations  that  they  are  the  victims 
of  British  policy — of  British  cruelty  and  ambition. 
Yet  we  find  the  pages  of  every  public  journal  in 
Great  Britain  filled  with  exclamations  and  denun- 
ciations against  the  holders  of  black  slaves  in  the 
United  States.  England,  d&^potic  and  heartless 
as  she  is,  still  endeavors  to  preserve  the  appearance 
of  some  regard  and  respect  for  the  opinions  of  the 
world.  She  still  can  blush,  or  appear  to  blush,  by 
keeping  the  veil  closely  drawn.  It  would  not  do 
for  ner  to  express  much  sympathy  for  white  slaves. 
Her  half-fed  and  badly-clothed  subjects  in  the 
highlands  of  Scotland ;  her  enslaved  subjects  in 
Ireland:  would  attract  painful  attention.  The 
miserable  condition  of  the  people  in  the  East  In- 
dies, rendered  thus  miseraUe  by  ner  despotic  policy, 
would  intrude  itsdf.  The  wnite  slaves  in  every 
part  of  Europe,  therefore,  fail  to  excite  her  human- 
ity. The  Hungarian  peasant,  whose  state  of  slavery 
and  subjugation^  according  to  Briffht,  are  infinite- 
ly more  oppressive  than  that  of  the  Uack  slave  in 
America,  excites  no  portion  of  her  syinpathy  or 
humanity.  Can  England  disguise  the  fact — can 
her  friends  conceal  it-^that  she  has  done  more  to 
entail  misery  on  the  African  race,  and  their  de- 
scendants, than  all  the  other  Powers  of  the  earth  ? 

Humility  is  said  be  the  most  odious  garb  in  which 
Pride  can  oe  dressed.  This  may  be  true,  sir ;  but 
it  is  still  more  odious  to  see  Ambition  dressed  out 
in  the  meek  habiliments  of  religion,  with  human- 
ity on  her  lips,  whilst  the  love  of  power  swells 
her  heart.  We  need  take  but  a  glance  at  the  his- 
tory of  the  times  that  are  past,  to  see  this  same 
Ambition,  covered  with  the  mantle  of  religion, 
profaning  the  God  whom  it  affected  to  adore ;  pois- 
oning the  stream  of  human  felicity ;  riotine  on  the 
sufferings  of  the  innocent.  Shall  we  look  for  ex- 
amples to  the  land  which  is  sometimes  called  the 
land  of  our  ancestors — ^to  Great  Britain — ^to  happy 
England  ?  If  we  look  to  the  reign  of  the  bloody 
Mary  or  the  present  Regent,  we  shall  see  the  spirit 
of  ambition  arrayed  on  the  side  of  humanity  and 
rdiffion ;  how  happily,  let  the  blood  and  the  tears 
of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  shed  by  the  same  sabre 
which  has  been  drawn  in  defence  of  the  Catholics 
of  Spain,  testi^.  The  worship  of  the  Deity  has 
been  proscribea  to  the  Catholics  at  home— to  the 
Catholics  of  Ireland — whilst  the  Spanish  Catho- 
lic has  been  sustained  by  the  same  authority,  even 
at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  to  his  altar  and  his 
God.  And  all  this  has  been  done  in  the  name  of 
humanity,  and  under  the  pretext  of  devotion  to 
religion ! 

But,  sir,  it  will  be  expected  that  I  should  say 
something  on  the  power  of  Congress  to  interdict 
the  African  slave  trade.  The  power  to  regulate 
commerce  is  delegated  to  Congress  in  general  and 
comprehensive  terms.  The  most  essential  attri- 
bute of  the  power  to  regulate,  by  law,  the  trade  of 
the  country,  is  to  preserve  the  purity  and  justice  of 
the  trade.   The  African  slave  trade  came  properly 


within  the  power  to  regulate  commerce.  This 
trade,  which  was  carried  on  in  fraud  and  injus- 
tice, by  kidnapping,  is  as  completely  within  the 
power  of  Congress  to  interdict,  by  punishing  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  engaged  in  it,  as  pi- 
racy, or  any  other  fraudulent  and  swindling  tramc. 
It  results  from  the  general  power  to  reg^mate  the 
commerce  of  the  country,  and  not  from  the  limita- 
tions on  the  exercise  oi  the  power  by  Congress 
over  the  migration  and  importation  of  such  persons 
as  any  of  the  States  should  think  proper  to  admit 
prior  to  the  year  1806.  There  is  no  express  power 
given  to  Congress  to  prevent  the  migration  of  for- 
eigners to  the  United  States;  but  the  power  to 
establish  an  uniform  rule  of  naturalization  is  ex- 
pressly given.  This  power  is  given  to  enable 
Congress  to  promote  the  common  defence  and 
general  welftre.  The  general  power  to  make  citi- 
zens must  necessarily  include  the  power  to  judge 
of  the  expediency  of^exercising  the  power,  and  ex- 
tend to  the'power  of  excluding  the  applicants  from 
settling  and  residing  within  the  limits  of  the  Union. 
Otherwise  it  would  have  been  in  the  power  of  sev- 
eral Governments  in  Europe  to  have  thrown  into 
this  country  such  a  large  number  of  persons,  as 
not  only  to  have  influenced  our  deliberations, 
but  actually  to  have  endangered  our  safety.  The 
members  of  the  Federal  Convention  saw  the  ne- 
cessity of  clothing  Congress  with  this  important 
power ;  they  also  saw  and  knew  how  important  it 
was  to  the  prosperity  of  the  country,  that  its  pop- 
ulation should  be  augmented  by  migration ;  and, 
as  the  several  States  had  governments  capable  of 
deciding  this  question  of  policy,  at  least  for  a  lim- 
ited time,  the  exercise  of  the  power  over  the  sub- 
ject was  prohibited  to  Congress  until  1808. 

The  agitation  of  this  question,  if  productive  of 
no  other  good  consequence,  must  be  calculated  to 
settle  a  question  heretofore  of  doubtful  policy.  It 
must  convince  the  people  of  the  United  States  that 
their  territory  is  sufficiently  extensive.  If  every 
accession  of  territory  shall,  when  the  population 
becomes  sufficiently  numerous  to  demand  admis- 
sion into  the  Union  as  a  State,  thus  agitate  the 
Confederacy,  and  threaten  to  reduce  society  to  its 
elements,  for  one,  I  am  disposed  to  fix  the  limits 
where  they  now  exist;  to  extinguish  no  more  In- 
dian titles  to  lands  beyond  the  acknowledged  lirait> 
of  the  United  States.  I  think  the  Florida  pur- 
chase may  be  considered  as  settled.  If,  after  so 
many  years  negotiation,  if,  after  so  many  prevari- 
cations on  the  part  of  Spain,  we  are,  in  order  to 
secure  a  few  mdlions  of  dollars  to  our  merchants, 
to  procure  that  which  is  to  promote  the  spirit  of 
discord,  hatred,  and  disunion  among  the  States,  it 
may  be  well  to  pause,  and  inquire  whether  the 
priee  will  not  be  too  high. 

Sir,  I  am  attached  to  the  Union;  but  it  is  a  ra- 
tional attachment.  I  have  no  superstitious  attach- 
ment, either  to  the  Union  or  any  thing  else.  I  am 
attached  to  the  Union,  because  I  believe  it  calcu- 
lated to  secure  the  political  rights,  tranquillity, 
prosperity,  and  happiness,  of  the  people  of  thi^ 
country.  The  moment  the  Union  shall  fail  to  se- 
cure and  promote  these  objects  I  shall  detest  it,  as 
1 1  would  any  other  species  of  despotism. 
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With  what  propriety  can  those  who,  during  the 
ReToiution,  embarked  with  us  their  fortunes  and 
dieir  hopes  on  board  the  same  ship ;  who  siadly 
clung  to  us  during  the  hour  of  aanger,  aner  it 
stood  the  storm  during  the  Revolutionary  conflict, 
and  rode  triomphantly  throu£[h  the  tempest  during 
the  late  war  -with  Great  Britain — ^passing  safely 
oyer  the  ron^h  sea  which  set  in  from  abroad,  un- 
disturbed br  the  ripple  added  by  domestic  faction — 
now  that  all  is  peace  and  sunshine,  turn  upon  us, 
and  upbraid  ns  -with  the  stains  and  spots  ot  n^;ro 
slavery ;  a  species  of  slavery  which  existed  before 
and  during  the  Revolution  in  every  State  in  the 
Union ;  which  has  alwavs  existed  since  the  Rev- 
olution, in  portions  of  this  country,  and  which 
they  bound  themselves,  by  the  most  sacred  of  all 
compacts,  never  to  disturb?  Let  the  parties  to  the 
compact,  who  have  been  borne  thus  safely  and 
happily  in  this  old  ship,  but  adhere  to  the  charter- 
party->the  Constitution — ^I  have  no  doubt  she  will 
glide  in  safety  on  the  wave  of  time  to  the  eftd  of 
the  present  century,  pepared,  at  that  period,  still 
to  go  on  ^th  the  faii*^  prospect  of  a  successful 
voyage  to  the  close  of  the  next  century.  Permit 
me  to  borrow  the  dying  words  of  the  immortal 
Lawrence,  while  his  eye  was  amazed  by  death: 
honor  and  glory  brightened  on  his  brow — ^he  ex- 
claimed, ^ don't  give  up  the  ship!"  I  say  to  you. 
hold  on  to  the  Union— -don't  give  up  the  political 
ship-~cling^  to  the  original  charter-party — ^the  Con- 
stitntion;  all  will  be  well — the  nation  will  be 
happy. 

Is  there  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  who  has 
not  felt  his  bosom  warmed  and  animated  by  the 
sun  of  our  political  confederacy  7  The  sun  which, 
on  the  4th  of  July,  1776,  rose  with  such  unusual 
brightness  and  matchless  splendor,  which,  for  more 
than  forty  years,  has  warmed  and  animated  this 
society,  ana  lighted  its  path  to  glory  and  to  happi- 
ness. Shall  the  political  balance  and  harmony  of 
our  system  be  destroyed,  and  that  sun  be  precipi- 
tated, with  disastrous  ruin,  on  the  bosom  of  this 
society,  'which  it  has  so  often  cheered  and  bright- 
ened into  joy  and  felicity  ?  I  trust  that  Heaven 
will  avert  the  sad  calamity.  That,  under  the  ge- 
nial influence  of  this  sun,  that  flowering  wreath 
which  has  so  long  bound  in  concord  and  harmony 
this  Confederacy,  will  maintain  an  imperishable 
verdure — that  its  bloom  will  be  perpetual,  its  frag- 
rance immortal ! 

Mr.  DasLiRGTON,  of  Pennsylvania,  addressed 
the  Chair  as  foUows : 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  wish  to  submit  a  few  remarks 
on  this  question ;  and  I  trust  the  Committee  will 
be  disposed  to  extend  their  indulgence  towards  me 
for  a  few  momenta,  when  they  recollect  that  I  am 
not  in  the  habit  of  trespassing  upon  their  patience 
in  this  "wav.  I  am  very  sensible  that  I  snail  not 
be  able  to  ao  justice  even  to  my  own  views  of  the 
subject ;  for  I  am  utterly  unpractised  in  the  busi- 
ness of  public  speaking ;  yet,  believing  that  this  is 
a  question  of  vital  importance,  not  only  to  the 
character  of  this  nation,  but  likewise  to  its  safety, 
prosperity,  and  happiness ;  and  believing  also,  that 
some  erroneous  impressions  exist,  in  relation  to 
many  of  those  who  advocate  the  amendments  be- 


fore you,  I  feel  constrained  to  attempt  a  few  ob- 
servations. 

1  shall  not  presume  to  undertake  an  exposition 
of  ambiguous  Constitutional  points,  af^er  the  very 
able  and  learned  discussions  which  we  have  bad 
from  gentlemen  who  have  preceded  me.  Such  an 
attempt  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  as  unnecessary 
now,  as  it  certainly  would  be  presumptuous  in  me 
at  any  time.  I  shall,  therefore,  content  myself,  at 
this  stage  of  the  debate,  with  offering  some  of  those 
views  which  present  tnemselves  to  a  common  un- 
derstanding. And  here,  sir,  as  an  American,  proud 
and  jealous  of  our  national  character,  1  trust  1 
mav  be  permitted  to  say,  that  it  is  a  source  of  no 
little  mortification  to  me  to  see  the  Congress  of 
these  United  States,  in  the  44th  year  of  our 
independence,  seriously  sustaining  the  question 
whether  it  be  rightful  and  expedient,  without 
an  uncontrollable  necessity,  to  sanction  human 
slavery  in  the  new  republics  which  are  to  be  added 
to  this  Confederacy  Y  I  had  once  fondly  hoped 
that  such  a  spectacle  would  never  have  been  ex- 
hilNied  by  us,  to  gratify  the  malignant  envy  of  the 
despots,  and  their  execrable  parasites,  who  outraee 
the  rights  of  mankind  in  the  Old  World,  and  who 
sicken  at  the  idea  of  their  conservation  here.  I 
had  hoped,  that  we  should  have  persevered  with 
unanimity,  as  we  have  hitherto  done,  in  erecting 
new  republics  upon  the  true  and  genuine  principles 
of  our  Government,  excluding  human  slavery  with 
the  utmost  care  and  solicitude,  wherever  it  should 
be  in  our  power  to  do  so.  The  generous  and  pre- 
dominant sentiments  of  the  American  people,  as  far 
as  I  have  had  an  opportunity  to  be  acquainted 
with  those  sentiments,  seemed  to  me  to  warrant 
such  a  hope;  and  I  cannot  yet  relinouish  the  idea. 

We  have  been  told,  indeed — and  I  feel  it  my 
duty,  as  a  Representative  of  R^pubiican  Pmrnawr- 
vanft,  to  notice  the  remark — ^we  have  been  told, 
Mr.  Chairman,  that,  however  laudable  may  be  the 
motives  of  many  who  are  in  favor  of  restricting 
slavery,  yet  that  there  are  political  jugglers  behind 
the  scenes,  who  are  making  use  of  the  proposition 
and  its  advocates,  as  the  forlorn  hope,  and  the  last 
desperate  effort  oi  an  expiring  party.  Sir,  where 
I  am  best  known,  it  would  be  needless  to  say  that 
I  have  nothing  to  do  with  their  views,  their  efforts, 
or  their  hopes ;  that  I  have  never  had  any  concern 
or  connexion  with  that  expiring  party.  From 
my  earliest  youth,  upwards,  I  have  been  a  demo- 
cratic republican;  and  I  leave  it  to  those  who 
have  once  belonged  to  the  aforesaid  expiring  party, 
if  there  be  any  such  here,  to  develope  the  schemes 
of  their  juffglers.  I  have  never  been  in  their  se- 
crets ;  but  I  cannot  help  observing,  that  I  see  gen- 
tlemen who  are  avowed  members  of  that  unfortu- 
nate party,  zealously  engaged  in  the  ranks  of  our 
opponents,  in  endeavors  to  defeat  this  amendment. 
Sir,  I  do  not  believe  it  is  a  question  of  party  views 
with  any  man  who  loves  his  country,  or  reels  an 
interest  m  its  reputation  and  permanent  welfare. 
But,  sir,  I  have  always  been  taught  to  believe,  that 
it  was  no  part  of  republicanism  to  authorize,  or 
even  to  connive  at,  slavery,  in  the  formation  of 

fovernments,  where  it  could  possibly  be  prevented, 
will  here  frankly  confess,  too,  that  it  is  cause 
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of  pain  and  regret  to  be  opposed  to  gentlemen  for 
whom  I  have  the  highest  re^rd,  and  with  whom 
it  has  generally  been  the  pride  and  the  happiness 
of  myseU  aod  my  colleagues  to  co-operate.  But, 
on  this  occasion,  1  must  pursue  a  course,  however 
opposite  to  that  of  my  Southern  friends,  which  a 
soleom  sense  of  duty  renders  imperative ;  and  I 
ask  gentlemen  to  exercise  their  accustomcnd  liber- 
ality towards  us.  If  they  think  it  strange  that  we, 
who  have  generallv  acted  with  them,  are  opposed 
to  them  on  this  subject,  we  can  only  say,  that  we 
think  it  equally  strange,  and  we  do  most  sincerely 
regret,  to  find  them  in  opposition  to  us. 

what  is  it,  Mr.  Chairman,  which  this  amend- 
ment proposes,  and  which  seems,  to  excite  such  an 
uncommon  decree  of  sympathy  for  Missouri? 
What  is  the  mighty  bugbear  that  so  alarms  gen- 
tlemen? Is  it  proposed  to  bind  her,  hand  and 
foot,  and  deliver  her  over  to  the  dominion  of  des- 
potism ?  Sir,  a  ma  n  of  plain  comprehension  miff  ht 
well  be  astonished  if  he  were  to  learn,  for  the  first 
time,  after  hearing  the  ars^uments  and  forcible  ap- 
peals of  g^entlemen,  that  the  simple  proposition  be- 
fore you  IS,  to  enable  Missouri  to  become  an  inde- 
pendent Republican  State,  and  to  secure  her  from 
the  dreadful  curse  of  slavery  !  We  propose  to  do 
that  for  her  which  we  have  already  done  for  the 
States  northwest  of  the  Ohio,  and  for  which  the 
citizens  of  those  Stales  will  be  forever  grateful. 
Mr.  Chairman,  the  existence  of  slavery  seems  to 
be  universally  considered  a  great  moral  and  polit- 
ical evil  in  the  community.  Honorable  gentlemen 
who  have  an  intimate  knowledge  of  its  nature  and 
tendencies,  have  emphatically  termed  it  a  curse 
and  a  scourge  to  society.  The  ancient  and  respec- 
table Commonwealth  of  Virginia  perceived,  at  an 
early  day,  the  evils  which  it  would  entail  upon 
her^  and  she  protested  agamst  the  further  increase 
of  It.  But  the  Government  uf  Great  Britain,  re- 
gardless of  the  welfare  of  her  colonies,  permitted 
the  temporary  interest  of  a  few  to  endanger  the 
prosperity,  the  happiness,  and  the  safety,  of  the 
countless  generations  who  were  to  succeed  them. 
We  know  that  this  tremendous  evil  was  fastened 
upon  our  country  by  the  mercenary,  heartless  policy 
otan  arbitrary,  commercial  Government,  notooly 
without  our  agency  and  consent,  but  against  our 
earnest  protestations.  But  I  be^  to  ask,  sir,  what 
it  is  we  are  about  to  do  ?  I  wish  every  member 
of  the  Committee  would  seriously  consider  this 
question.  What  is  it  we  are  about  to  do  ?  Sir, 
unless  this  amendment  prevail,  we,  the  Republican 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  are  about  to  permit 
the  temporary  interest  of  a  few  individuals  (for 
few  they  are,  compared  with  the  numbers  who  are 
hereafter  to  exist  there)  to  entail  this  same  trans- 
cendent curse  upon  the  unborn  myriads  of  our  pos- 
terity, who  will,  in  future  times,  inhabit  the  fertile 
regions  of  the  West.  Yes,  sir,  as  we  now  view 
the  conduct  of  Great  Britain,  in  imposing  or  au- 
thorizing slavery  in  some  of  our  ancient  Common- 
wealths, so  will  the  future  citizens  of  these  Western 
Republics  regard  this  Congress,  unless  we  interpose 
to  stay  the  progress  of  the  desolating  evil.  If  we 
suffer  this  pcrniciouspopulation  to  ramify  and  diffuse 
throughout  the  new  States  formed  in  our  territories, 


their  citizens  will  one  day  direct  their  agonized 
views  to  the  proceeding  of  this  body,  and  deplore 
the  policy  wmch  sanctioned  their  dreadful  destiny. 
They  will  find  themselves  doomed  to  evils,  by  our 
connivance  and  authority,  which  it  will  be  vain 
and  hopeless  to  attempt  to  remove.     Will  any  gen- 
tleman of  Virginia  or  Maryland  say,  that  it  would 
not  have  been  a  happy  circumstance  for  their  own 
States  if  the  early  settlers  had  been  prevented  from 
introducing  slaves  among  them  ?    And  will  it  not 
be  equally  beneficial  to  exclude  them  from  the 
Western  Commonwealths  ?    Can  there  be  a  doubt 
about  this  ?    No,  there  cannot.    Then  now  is  the 
time  to  interfere ;  and  it  is  now  or  never.    But  it 
is  objected,  that  we  are  presuming  to  judge  for  the 
people  of  Missouri.    Sir,  I  consider  that  we  are 
mterested  in  this  question  as  well  as  the  people  of 
Missouri.    We  are  judging  for  ourselves  as  well  as 
for  them;  and  we  are  enabled,  by  melancholy, 
dear-bought  experience,  to  judge  correctly.     Cr^n- 
tlemen  have  acknowledged,  that  they  womd  advise 
an  exclusion  of  slavery,  because  they  know  it  is  an 
inveterate  and  incuraole  evil.    But,  sir^  although 
we  know  the  future  citizens  of  Missoun  would  oe 
grateful  for  the  restriction,  it  is  not  from  an  offi- 
cious disposition  to  meddle  with  concerns  which 
are  forei^  to  us,  that  we  urge  it    No,  sir.    If  the 
Missourians  were  to  be  a  separate  people,  it  would 
be  nothing  to  us  how  many  slaves  they  had,  or 
what  relations  they  adopted.      Although  we 
might  wish  them  to  enjoy  repuiilican  freedom,  it 
would  be  none  of  our  busmess  what  they  were,  or 
how  they  were  governed.    But,  Mr.  Chairman, 
they  are  to  become  a  constituent  part  of  this  Con- 
federacy ;  they  are  to  be  members  of  our  political 
family.    They  are  to  be  co-partners  in  our  great 
national  firm :  and  are  not  we  interested  in  the 
character  and  condition  of  those  who  propose  to 
join  us  ?    Have  we  no  right  to  judp;e  oi  the  fitness 
of  those  who  wish  to  participate  m  our  affairs  ? 
We  have  embarked  in  the  business  of  free  govern- 
ment.   We  have  recognised  the  sublime  doctrines 
of  the  rights  of  man  in  our  own  States,  as  far  as 
existing  circumstances  would  permit :  and  do  we 
not  owe  it  to  consistency,  to  our  high  character, 
and  lofty  pretensions,  nay,  to  our  own  welfare  and 
safety,  to  carry  this  recognition  of  sound  principles 
into  all  the  new  governments  erected  under  our 
authority,  and  which  are  to  join  us  in  the  magnifi- 
cent scheme  ?    Do  not  the  wise  and  the  virtuous, 
the  friends  of  freedom  and  mankind,  in  all  parts  of 
the  world,  anxiously  expect  it  at  our  hands  f ''Shall 
we  blast  the  hopes  of  those  philanthropists,  who 
regard  our  country  as  the  great  asylum,  the  last 
and  only  refuge  of  liberty  and  rational  go  verniDent? 
Forbid  it  Heaven !    We  are  solemnly  bound  not 
only  to  secure  our  own  welfare,  but  to  provide,  as 
far  as  we  can,  for  that  of  our  posterity.    When  we 
know  that  the  welfare  of  our  descendants  in  Mis- 
souri, as  well  as  in  the  United  States  generally, 
requires  the  restriction  of  slavery,  how  can  we 
reconcile  it  to  our  sense  of  duty  to  permit  the  un- 
necessary introduction  and  diffusion  of  an   evil 
which  we  are  sure  will  be  the  scourge  of  countless 
^generations  ?    But,  say  gentlemen,  the  people  now 
in  Missouri  may  not  choose  to  exclude  slavery ; 
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they  were  inorp  correct  while  on  ihrir  own  gioands- 
Gpntltinrn  eomiiarL-d  ihp  rvil  <if  slavory  In  n  mnlig- 
nanl  uoisuu ;  and  ibey  ualk-d  upon  u*  lo  diltilf.  it, 
by  diffusion,  in  order  to  render  it  more  lolenUc. 
Sir,  it  io  It  mnlignnnl  poison,  or  rath(\r,  I  miuUI 
(BV,  it  ii  a  mnlignnnt  diwn<e  in  the  body  politic, 
whose  deleieriuu''  ravuges  are  i-xtL-ndcd  wilb  nil 
thu  certainly  and  invcieraey  of  upedlit^  rnntogion. 

II  it  mure  loiithKome  than  the  tmall-pox  ibelf; 
and  its  dcHolatin^  influence  ou^'ht,  by  all  metuiii, 
to  be  eonflnrd  within  ibe  -xi'tII"-?   im-iM"  limit*. 

Would  you  diffuse  cont.iii-i'  ir^ inrv,  by 

way  of  relief?    Would  y.ni.:  .   II-|mix, 
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its  effects  f  No,  sir,  ihiil  w,.ul.|  !■  .;.,  i.  ;,.  i;  wilh- 
aui  aiiarallclinthednrkt'M  iiyf  i.>f  ilu'prnlV'iion. 
Sir,  ifie  immofUl  ordinance  of  1767,  respecting 
the  territories  northwest  of  the  Ohio,  was  ibc 
grand  Jcnaetian  discovery  in  rclntion  to  the  mnU 
ady  of  idavery  in  our  eouutry ;  and  I  trust  we 
ahall  ctinlinue  lu  avail  ourielves  of  the  bletisiuf;. 
The  Conetes*  of  ITS"  introduced  a  >ort  of  politi- 
cal vaccination  into  the  coiisiiiution>  of  Ohio,  rn- 
diana,  nnd  Illinois,  which  eUVctiially  secured  those 
SiatK  from  the  evil ;  and  1  urn  atsu  for  eJEteodln;; 
tht!  same  salutary  nroc«*s  to  our  infaul  sister,  Mis- 
Bouri.  And  why  f  Is  it  to  injure  her  ?  Is  ii  to 
mutilate  or  dieli);ure  her  1  No,  sir,  it  i»  to  aectue 
her  health,  and  to  prexrrvc  bri  bcnuiy!  Mr. 
Chairman,  shaiild  you  deem  theie  obi>crratioDi>  to 
impor  unduly  of  iMfAop,  I  must  {dead,  in  mitiga- 
tion of  your  censure,  the  urecedenl  set  by  the  gen- 
tlemen of  tlie  jT^rn  »fildid.  Much  has  been  laild, 
Mr.  Cliairmau,  on  both  xides,  about  religion,  at 
connected  with  this  queiiioD.  1  )rba!l  not  adduce 
rctigioiii  nrgnmeuia  in  aid  of  my  opinions,  brcnuM: 
I  am  well  nware  that  the  sacred  name  of  reJigiou 
has  been  too  often  improperly  uied  fur  political 
purtmsei,  I  have  indeed,  hoanl  the  bcoevoliml 
,>r;iiri(,[.-.   :.f  Cbri-.liaiill,  ur-'-.!,   y-Ul  iifni.i=wer- 

■•     "  ■■i-thiT 


llUilUMU,  tvitiit  ill.  they  >ay  n< 


uu[  Ji^pu::cd  lu'uiiugU- 
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politics  with  religion.  I  am  for  keepiag  Church 
and  State  separate,  on  all  occasions.  I  cannot, 
however,  help  noticing  a  remark  of  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Pinckney.)  I  under- 
stood him  to  say,  that  siayery  could  not  be  incon- 
sistent with  religion,  because  the  Deity  permits  a 
large  portion  of  the  human  race  to  be  held  in 
bondage.  I  am  sure  the  gentleman  did  not  re- 
flect on  the  extent  to  which  such  an  ar^ment 
would  go,  or  he  would  not  have  advanced  it.  Sir, 
if  that  doctrine  were  correct,  it  would  go  to  sanc- 
tion every  evil  that  is  permitted  to  exist  in  society ; 
and  we  snould  find  little  reason  to  smile,  or  be  sur- 
prised, at  the  quaint  determination  of  the  liberty- 
loving  fathers  and  founders  of  New  England, 
who,  we  are  told,  resolved  that  they  would  be 
governed  by  the  laws  of  God  until  they  could  en- 
act others  better  suited  to  their  condition.  But, 
sir,  I  must  beg  leave  to  say,  that  the  religion  which 
sanctifies  the  unnecessary  existence  of  slavery,  is 
not  the  religion  which  we  profess  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

It  has  been  said,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  opposition 
to  this  amendment,  that  all  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  have  a  rieht  to  the  territory  west  of 
the  Mississippi,  inasmuch  as  it  was  purchased  with 
their  money ;  that,  therefore.  Congress  cannot  pre- 
vent citizens  from  removing  thither  with  their 
slaves  and  other  property.  But  it  is  admitted  that 
the  people  of  Missouri  may,  themselves,  exclude 
slavery.  Now,  if  it  be  a  right  which  belongs  to  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  as  such,  to  remove 
there  with  every  description  of  property,  how 
comes  it  that  his  slaves  may  be  thus  excluded  ? 
Can  sixty  thousand  people,  by  forming  a  State 
government  in  one  of  your  territories,  abridge  the 
rights  of  citizens  of  the  United  States?  When 
the  public  lands  are  thrown  into  the  market,  can 
these  Missourians  exclude  all  purchasers  who  wish 
to  come  there  with  their  slaves  ?  It  would  seem 
that  they  cap ;  and  this,  to  my  mind,  conclusively 
shows  that  the  right  to  carry  slaves  into  the  new 
States  is  not  a  right  of  an  United  States'  citizen, 
as  such.  But  again :  it  is  generally  conceded,  that 
Congress  may  prohibit  slavery  in  a  territory ;  and 
yet,  if  holding  and  carrying  slaves  were  one  of  the 
rights  of  a  citizen  as  aforesaid,  such  prohibition 
would  seem  to  be  a  more  direct  infringement  of 
that  right,  because  the  territory  is  the  common 
property  of  the  people  of  the  United  States.  My 
mference,  therefore,  is,  that  the  right  to  carry 
slaves  into  a  new  State,  or  territory,  is  not  a  federal 
riffht.  I  consider  the  right,  if  it  may  be  so  called, 
of  holding  mankind  as  slaves,  to  be  a  local  one, 
derived  from  those  State  institutions  where  slavery 
is  already  permitted. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  cannot  but  view  this  ardent 
desire  to  introduce  slavery  into  Missouri,  as  some- 
what analogous  to  the  mania  for  banking,  which 
lately  prevailed  to  such  an  unfortunate  degree  in 
some  of  the  States.  A  number  of  speculators  were 
so  infatuated  with  the  prospect  of  gain,  by  bank- 
ing, that  no  argument  could  prevail  with  them  to 
pause,  or  to  causulate  the  dangers  of  the  scheme. 
They  persisted  in  the  delusion  until  they  had  well 
nigh  ruined  the  country,  and  entailed  upon  it  a 


vitiated  currency,  which  can  only  be  aadicat<  d  \ . 
a  long  period  of  suffering  and  privation.    So  w . 
it  be,  but  with  consequences  a  thousand  fold  m  - 
aggravated,  if  slavery  be  permitted  in  Misnur:. 
The  people  of  that  State,  or  their  posterity,  tvi  i 
find,  when  it  is  too  late,  that,  by  yielding  to  th* 
seductions  of  a  fallacious,  temporary  interest,  thf  :• 
will  be  entailed  upon  them  a  perpetual  cursp— ? 
evil  without  a  remedy ;  and,  what  is  more  to  t:.* 
purpose  of  the  present  areiument,  an  evil  which  w: 
not  merely  afiect  themselves,  but  the  whole  I  nioi 
It  will  impair  the  strength  and  existing  relata>L> 
of  the  Union;    and,  therefore,  Pennsylvania  i 
deeply  interested  in  preventing  such  an  evil,    ^^ir 
Pennsylvania  has  a  deep  interest  in  the  perpetu.i. 
of  this  Union.  Her  locality — her  territory,  strain 
ing  from  the  Delaware  to  the  Ohio— «nd  partai> 
ing  partly  of  the  character  of  an  Atlantic,  an  i 

Eartiy  that  of  a  Western  State ;  her  habit>,  am' 
er  attachments,  all  aflTord  a  strong  pledge  ot  h^^ 
devotion  to  the  Union :  and  she  cannot  fail  to  x 
sensibly  alive  to  every  measure  calculated  to  alfe< ' 
the  bonds  of  our  Confederacy.  She  regard>  th' 
unnecessary  extension  of  slavery  in  the  newStatt^ 
as  a  measure  of  that  description — as  a  most  per- 
nicious and  dangerous  measure.  It  is,  in  her  esti 
mation,  subversive  of  the  true  princi}Aes  of  th- 
Constitution ;  incompatible  with  the  high  cbarar- 
ter  of  our  Grovemment,  and  repugnant  to  euT' 
dictate  of  sound  policy.  Nor  can  these  vit  v.n  K 
interpreted  to  the  disparagement  of  Pennsylvania 
Are  they  not  consistent  Vith  the  eternal  ancl  :ii.- 
mutable  laws  of  truth  and  justice?  Do  thty  ii<  t 
accord  with  the  established  character  of  Pemi>\l 
vania?  What  is  her  character  ?  Gentlemen  h;.' 
taken  occasion  to  eulogize  their  respective  Stait  , 
with  great  justice  and  eloquence,  and  I  can  su  n  i 
reason  why  I  may  not  attempt,  in  my  humlii 
style,  to  tell  the  simple,  honest  truth,  of  mine,  li 
she  aspiring  or  ambitious?  Does  she  assume  nk<' 
than  becomes  her  as  a  member  of  this  Unitui 
The  honorable  Speaker  has  told  you,  and  told  y  'i 
truly,  that  she  is  "unassuming."  Is  she  not  mil. 
and  just,  and  humane,  in  her  policy  ?  Consult  h*  i 
institutions.  Is  she  not  Republican?  Yes,  Mr; 
she  presents  to  you,  in  her  sons,  a  phalanx  of  Rti 
publicans,  whose  firmness  and  inflexible  devotio: 
to  the  true  principles  of  liberty  may  challcnLT* 
comparison  with  tnose  of  any  of  her  sisters.  li 
she  nostile  to  her  sisters  of  the  South?  i/o>';< 
sir !  on  the  contrary,  she  entertains  the  warnv^ 
afiection  for  them.  She  rejoices  in  their  pro5|*r 
ity,  and  sympathizes  with  their  adversity.  W'lifl 
calamities  overtake  them,  she  feels  and  she  acts  a: 
becomes  her — as  becomes  a  true  and  virtuous  num 
her  of  this  political  family.  If  proof  were  dfi 
manded,  I  need  only  refer  you  to  her  proceeding 
at  this  moment,  in  relation  to  a  recent  and  (irea<i 
ful  calamity  in  the  South,  (the  fire  at  SavannnhJ 
Sir,  they  are  worthy  of  her ;  and  I  take  plra>uri 
in  adding,  that,  in  the  district  from  which  1  har 
the  honor  to  come,  every  township  in  the  rcsj  «\ 
able  county  where  I  reside  has  a  committee  uo^ 
employed  m  procuring  relief  for  the  sufferers,  j 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  mention  not  these  things  vniinl 
ingly;  I  would  disdain  to  do  so.     It  would  li 
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oSensire  to  the  generous  spirits  engaged  in  the 
laudable  work.   1  notice  them  solely  to  show  that 

PeDDsylvania  is  any  things  hut  hostile ;  that  she 
possesses  and  cherishes  thelindest  feelings  towards 
the  SoQth.  Is  she  hostile  to  Southern  polities? 
Let  the  unostentatious  annals  of  her  political  ca- 
reer famish  the  answer.  No,  sir ;  it  has  been  her 
pride  to  act  with  the  Republicans  of  the  Southern 
States.  Her  sons  have  marched  with  them, 
sbooJder  to  shoulder,  in  the  various  struggles  for 
poiitical  rights  and  national  honor;  and,  when 
S'lne  of  her  temporarily  misguided  sisters  have 
<vea  vexed  at  her  undeviating  course^  they  have 
peevishly  exclaimed — "Pennsylvania  is  partial  to 
Virginia — she  is  devoted  to  the  interests  of  the 
South !"  Sir,  those  idle  reproaches  moved  her  not. 
She  regarded  them  as  the  ebullitions  of  vexation 
and  disappointment.  Her  object  was  the  estab- 
lisbtpent  of  tho8e  great  political  principles  in  the 
administration  of  our  Government,  which  has 
made  it  the  envy  and  the  admiration  of  the  world. 
fn  erery  national  contest  for  principles  or  for 
safety,  her  aid  has  been  unceasing,  her  support  in- 
variable; and,  amid  all  the  difficulties  which  the 
Government  has  found  from  forei^  foes,  or  way- 
ward domestic  factions,  she  has  t)een  uniformly 
known  as  ^^  faithful  Pennsylvania." 

Away,  then,  with  every  insinuation  that  Penn- 
sylvania may  or  can  be  cajoled  or  influenced  on 
this  qtiestfon,  by  the  spirit  which  erst  displayed  it- 
.^f  If  at  Hartford,  or  any  other  unhallowed  spirit. 
•Sir,  any  imputation  of  that  sort,  from  any  Quarter 
whatever,  is  as  groundless  as  it  is  illiberal ;  and 
»he  repels  it  with  scorn.  She  acts  from  the  noblest 
motive  that  can  animate  the  human  breast,  and 
Iroin  a  clear  and  thorough  conviction  that  the 
adoption  of  the  proposition  before  you  is  essential 
to  the  welfare,  the  honor,  and  the  safety  of  the 
Republic.  The  unanimous  voice  of  her  legisla- 
tive coancils  on  this  subject,  attests  her  deep  sense 
'^j1  its  importance;  and  I  trust  her  Representatives 
iiere  will  respond,  with  fidelity,  to  her  wishes. 

Mr.  Whitman,  of  Massachusetts,  followed,  on 
the  same  side,  and  advocated  the  restriction,  in  a 
'Peech  of  nearly  two  hours.  When  he  had  iin- 
i^lied,  several  other  gentlemen  rose ;  but  Mr.  Sim- 
kins  succeeded  in  obtaining  the  floor ;  and,  on  his 
uiotioQ,  the  Committee  rose,  and  the  House  ad- 
.'.-urncd- 


Thdbboat,  February  17. 

The  Spbaxbr  laid  before  the  House  a  report  of 
the  Secietarv  of  War  on  the  ptitions  of  the  Gen- 
eral AssemUy  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  on  behalf 
of  Captain  Biker's  company  of  Rangers,  and  of 
Daniel  D.  Norton;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  ANnsBsojff,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  paying 
to  the  State  of  Illinois  three  per  cent,  of  the  net 
proceeds  arising  from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands 
within  the  same ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
niued  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  bills 
•:om  this  House  oi  the  following  titles,  to  wit: 


"  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ether  Shepley,  adminis- 
trator of  Thomas  Buckminster,  late  lieutenant  ia 
the  33d  regiment  of  the  United  States  Infantry ;" 
and  an  "  Act  for  the  relief  of  William  McDonald, 
deceased,  late  captain  in  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,"  were  read,  and  severally  concurred  in  by 
the  House. 

THE  MISSOURI  BILL. 

The  House  then  again  proceeded,  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  to  the  consideration  of  this  bill,  and 
the  amendment  proposed  thereto  by  Mr.  Taylor. 

Mr.  SiMKiNS.  of  South  Carolina,  resumed  the 
debate,  and  spoke  more  than  an  hour  against  the 
restriction. 

Mr.  Dennison,  of  Pennsylvania,  took  the  other 
side,  and  spoke  some  time  in  support  of  the  restric- 
tion. 

Mr.  Tyler,  of  Virginia,  addressed  the  Chair  as 
follows: 

Mr.  T.  said  that  he  regretted  that  the  state  of 
his  health  had  been  such  as,  heretofore,  to  have 
prevented  him  from  taking  part  in  this  debate; 
that,  although  he  had  not  entirely  recovered  from 
that  indisposition,  yet,  that  he  felt  himself  called 
on  by  a  sense  of  duty  to  express  his  sentiments  on 
thb  important  question ;  important,  not  only  as  to 
the  actors  of  this  day ;  important,  not  only  as  to 
the  present  point  of  time^  but  vitally  so,  as  to  the 
permanency  of  our  political  institutions,  and,  of 
consequence,  important  to  the  interests  of  ages  yet 
unborn.  The  day  has  not  long  passed,  said  he, 
in  which  this  country  was  divided  between  two 
great  parties;  the  struggle  then  was  for  office. 
That  state  of  things  might  be  considered  as  natu- 
ral to  a  Republic. ,  But  party  spirit  has  almost 
entirely  disappeared.  When  at  its  greatest  height 
what  did  it  amount  to  ?  It  gave  to  you  some  un- 
easiness, it  is  true,  in  the  time  of  your  travail  and 
difficulty,  but^  under  its  influence,  the  country 
prospered,  and  our  most  anxious  wishes  were  con- 
summated. But  behold  now  our  situation  !  You 
have  no  longer  the  man  of  the  North  against  the 
man  of  the  North,  but  State  against  State — the 
North  and  East  against  the  South  and  West — 
one  moiety  of  this  country  arrayed  against  the 
other.  Sir,  the  republican  of  the  North  has  nofw 
turned  hb  back  on  the  republican  of  the  South. 
I  call  on  him  to  pause ;  I  require  of  him  to  re- 
member the  days  which  we  have  seen  together. 
In  times  of  great  peril  we  have  been  united ;  diffi- 
culties have  vanished  before  us ;  and,  by  our  united 
policy,  the  high  destinies  of  our  common  country 
nave  been  advanced.  Say  that  you  triumph  on 
thb  occasion.  Over  whom  do  you  triumpn  ?  I 
will  tell  you :  over  those  who  have  heretofore  been 
your  friends;  over  those  who  waded  with  you 
through  the  perils  and  difficulties  of  your  Revo- 
lutionary struggle ;  over  men  whose  destinies  have 
been  united  with  yours  since  the  dark  period  of 
1798  and  1799 ;  whom,  since  that  period,  you  have 
met  here  as  firm  and  steadfast  fViends.  Poor  is  the 
triumph — ^unworthy  the  trophy ! 

Sir,  said  he,  we  have  heard  much  of  excitement, 
of  irritation.  How  has  it  arisen,  and  who  has 
produced  it  ?    Let  it  be  set  down  m  the  tablets  of 
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your  memory  that  it  is  the  work  of  the  North,  and 
not  of  the  South.  A  bill  is  reported  in  the  usual 
form  for  the  admission  of  a  Territory  as  an  inde- 
pendent State  into  this  Union ;  and  the  unusual 
and  extraordinary  proposition  is  made  to  abridge 
it  in  the  exercise  oi  an  essential  right.  We  have 
a  right  to  demand  the  reason  of  mis  innovation. 
Other  States  have  been  admitted  without  this  re- 
striction. Why  is  it  that  you  now  assume  to  your- 
selves the  exercise  of  this  power  ?  Are  the  people 
of  Missouri  less  capable  of  adopting  measures  cal- 
culated to  advance  their  happiness  dian  the  people 
of  the  other  States  ?  Who  are  they  ?  They  are 
identified  with  ourselves ;  they  are  emigrants  from 
all  the  States.  They  have  carried  witn  them  the 
very  principles  whicn  we  possess ;  their  stock  of 
intelligence  is  as  great,  in  proportion  to  their  num- 
bers, as  is  to  be  found  elsewhere.  Be  sure,  then, 
that  you  have  the  ri^ht,  and  that  it  is  good  policy 
to  adopt  this  limitation  on  the  powers  of  that  peo- 
jde.  If  you  doubt  as  to  either  the  right  or  the  pol- 
icy^  remember  that,  as  to  the  first^  you  cannot 
satisfy  your  consciences  by  the  exercise  of  doubt- 
ful power ;  and  that,  as  to  the  last,  to  doubt  should 
induce  you  to  abstain  from  acting.  All  experience 
proves  that  they  who  act  in  obedience  to  the  dic- 
tates of  a  doubtful  policy  may,  by  possibility,  be 
right,  but  that  they  are  much  more  often  wrong 
than  right. 

Gentlemen  have  attempted  to  show  the  Consti- 
tutional right  to  impose  this  condition,  and  in 
what  manner  ?  They  have  hunted  through  every 
section  of  the  Constitution ;  one  fixes  on  one  clause, 
another  on  another,  and,  by  a  course  of  ingenuity 
almost  intangible,  have  attempted  to  extract  this 
grand  desideratum  of  powers.  For  one,  on  such 
an  occasion,  I  not  only  require  that  you  shall  rea- 
son ingeniously,  but  that  you  shall  render  your 
power  clear  and  mai^ifest.  Tell  me  not  of  implied 
and  doubtful  powers ;  against  them  I  wei^h  the 
very  nature  ot  our  Government,  and  the  spirit  of 
our  institutions.  They  are  founded  on  the  great 
principle  that  man  is  capable  of  self-government ; 
that  he  requires  no  foreign  aid  in  regulating  his 
domestic  concerns.  Our  Revolution  was  founded 
on  this  principle ;  England  denied  to  us  the  right 
to  legislate,  except  by  her  special  authority ;  nay, 
she  nroclaimed  tne  very  principle  which  you  now 
proclaim  as  applicable  to  Missouri — the  right  to 
oind  you  by  her  own  system  of  legislation.  To 
tbis  the  American  spirit  did  not  &w.  It  went 
forth  to  the  battle,  in  (he  majesty  of  its  strength, 
and  achieved  the  victory  of  our  independence. 
But,  sir,  the  principle  which  we  are  caned  on  to 
adopt,  goes,  oy  a  sightless  distance,  farther  than 
England  ever  dared  to  go.  Her  acts  of  legislation 
were  fleeting  and  ephemeral ;  liable  at  all  times  to 
repeal ;  but  we  are  to  legislate,  not  only  for  the 
present  day,  but  for  all  ages  to  come.  This  re- 
striction, if  adopted,  is  unalterable  and  intermina- 
ble in  its  duration.  No  succeeding  generation  have 
any  power  over  it.  It  constitutes  the  very  essence 
of  the  political  existence  of  Missouri.  It  is  the 
condition  precedent,  and  must,  through  all  future 
time,  attach  to  the  estate.  Gentlemen  have  ex- 
ultingly  read  to  us  the  Declaration  of  Independ- 


ence. From  it  they  have  gathered  that  whick,  as 
an  abstract  truth,  I  am  not  disposed  to  deny :  "  that 
all  men  are,  by  nature,  equally  free,  sovereign,  and 
independent.'^  Can  this  proposition  admit  of  ap- 
plication to  a  state  of  society  ?  Does  not  its  fai- 
iacy  meet  you  in  every  walk  of  life  ?  Distinctions 
will  exist.  Virtue  and  vice,  wealth  and  povert)-, 
industry  and  idleness,  constitute  so  many  barriers, 
which  human  power  cannot  break  down,  and  which 
will  ever  prevent  us  from  carrying  into  operation, 
in  extensoj  this  ^eat  principle.  Take  this  princi- 
ple and  preach  it  up  to  the  monarchs  of  the  world ; 
will  they  descend  itom  their  lofty  eminences,  or 
raise  mankind  to  a  level  with  themselves  ?  No. 
sir,  the  principle,  althouf^h  lovely  and  beautiful, 
cannot  obliterate  those  distinctions  in  society  which 
society  itself  engenders  and  gives  birth  to.  Liibcrty 
and  equality  are  captivating  sounds ;  but  they  of- 
ten captivate  to  destroy.  England  had  her  Jack 
Cades  and  levellers.  Look,  I  pray  you,  to  revolu- 
tionary France.  These  were  tne  principles  of  that 
day.  Mark  the  consequences!  Murder  and  ra- 
pine  stalked  over  the  land,  and  the  guillotine,  the 
work,  too,  of  a  philanthropist  of  that  day,  was  the 
sad  monument  of  this  fallacy.  Liberty  and  equal- 
ity was  proclaimed  by  Robespierre  and  his  asso- 
ciates, at  the  very  moment  that  they  were  enrich- 
ing the  fields  ot  France  with  the  blood  of  her 
citizens.  Nor  was  the  doctrine  confined  to  polit- 
ical institutions,  but,  advancing  with  a  daring 
step,  fought  even  with  the  Creator,  and  mocked  at 
the  immutable  truth  of  religion. 

Turn  your  eyes  also  to  South  America.  The 
throne  of  the  Incas  was  washed  from  under  them 
by  the  tide  which  flowed  in  from  Spain.  The 
native  of  the  forest  was  deprived  of  his  freedom. 
and  made  to  toil  for  his  new  master.  Then,  too. 
sprung  up  a  philanthropist,  who  claimed  for  the 
Indian  an  equal  rank  in  creation  with  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Spain.  His  claim  was  admitted,  and 
Africa  mourned  over  the  mistake,  and  her  deept  ^t 
curses  may  still  be  uttered  against  the  memory  ot 
Las  Casas.  But,  Mr.  Chairman,  although  I  do 
not  believe  that  this  principle  of  equality  can  be 
applied  to  man  in  extengo,  yet  I  loveit^  and  admire 
it  as  an  abstract  truth,  and  will  carry  it  into  opera- 
tion whensoever  I  can ;  and,  sir,  I  call  on  gentle- 
men to  lend  me  their  aid  in  the  present  instance. 
If  we  cannot  raise  the  black  man  up  to  the  level 
with  the  white — and  that  we  have  not  the  consti- 
tutional power  to  do  so  none  here  have  denied — 
let  us  raise,  at  least,  the  white  man  up  to  this  level. 
Extend  an  equality  of  rights  to  the  people  of  Mis- 
souri. Place  them  upon  a  footing  with  the  people 
of  New  York,  Connecticut,  and  of  the  other  State^.| 
What  are  the  rjights  of  the  people  of  Connecticut! 
and  the  other  States?  They  have  the  right  td 
alter,  to  amend,  to  abolish  their  constitution 
Connecticut  has  lately  done  so.  Will  you  deny 
to  the  people  of  Missouri  this  right  ?  You  say  th 
the  people  of  New  York,  alter  your  constitution  as 
you  see  fit  in  all  its  parts.  Will  you  say  in  th»a 
same  breath  to  the  people  of  Missouri,  you  shalj 
!  not  exercise  this  right  m  regard  to  youf  const itu 
tion  ?  Is  this  your  boasted  equality  ?  If  it  be,  sir 
"  I  will  have  none  of  it."    It  is  base  coin,  and  wil 
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not  pass  current.  Tills  is  said,  too,  to  be  a  paren- 
tal care  for  Missoari.  I  am  pleased  with  plain  and 
.^imple  illustra  Cions :  wonld  a  father  act  in  the  way 
in  which  jou  propose  to  act  ?  His  chUd  has  at- 
tained the  a^  of  twenty-one ;  by  the  laws  of  so- 
ciety that  child  is  entitled  to  an  equality  of  rights 
with  himself;  and  what  would  you  tnink  ot  the 
parent  who  should  say  to  the  child,  "  Sir,  you  are 
DOW  a  man,  but  you  shall  not  exercise  the  rights 
of  a  man,  except  upon  condUions?"  Would  the 
child  submit?  Would  a  kind  parent  hold  such 
language  ?  No,  he  would  resort  to  advice ;  would 
adopt  the  course  which  is  recommended  by  the 
gentleman  from  Connecticut,  (Mr.  Foot,)  in  a 
resolution  which  he  has  presented.  If  he  pursued 
any  other,  he  would  be  pronounced  arbitrary  and 
cruel.  Let  us  avoid  such  an  imputation.  Missouri 
16  DOW  full  grown ;  this,  your  offspring,  has  attain- 
ed full  age ;  attempt  no  longer  to  trammel  her ; 
let  her  set  up  for  herself,  and,  although  you  may 
advise  her,  do  not  attempt  to  force  her.  Sir,  she 
will  not,  and  ought  not,  submit  to  force ;  she  would 
di  s^race  her  parent  stock  if  she  did  so.  The  proud 
Roman  spirit  which  inhabits  every  portion  of  this 
country,  spurns  control.  Would  vou  humble  this 
spirit  if  JOU  could?  If  you  would,  you  cannot  do 
it ;  but  if  you  could,  your  country  would  have  no 
cause  to  thank  you  for  so  doing. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Ser- 
geant, )  who  addressed  us  some  days  since,  has 
att^npted  a  distinction  between  the  old  and  new 
States;  and,  in  the  first  place,  he  tells  us  that  the 
old  States  are  creators  of  the  ConstitutioiL  and 
that  the  new  States  are  its  creatures.  Where 
would  this  argument  stop  ?  Would  it  not  apply 
with  equal  force  to  the  last  and  present  generation, 
as  to  the  old  and  new  States?  And  yet  the  gen- 
tkman  would  scarcely  contend  that  one  generation 
i-yf  men  were  possessed  rightfully  of  more  political 
power  than  another.  Are  not  our  rights  tne  same 
«^  those  of  our  predecessors,  although  thev  origi- 
nated the  very  Constitution  under  which  thej  are 
now  assembled  ?  But,  sir,  this  Constitution  is  the 
creature  also  of  the  new  States.  They  support  it 
by  their  influence:  they,  equally  with  the  old 
States,  have  the  power  to  amend,  to  alter,  to  abol- 
ish it.  The  creature,  then,  is  armed  with  power 
over  the  creator.    The  answer  to  the  argument 

EroTes  its  fallacy.    Government,  whenever  it  may 
^ve  originated,  by  whomsoever  created,  receives 
from  each  succeeding  generation  of  men  a  new 
l>eing ;  not  Ij  an  open  and  express  act^  but  by  im- 
pL'cation.    Ii  it  remains  unaltered,  it  is  owing  to 
the  Implied  assent  which  is  given  to  it  by  the  com- 
munity on  whom  it  operates.    So,  sir,  this  Con- 
'>tttutioD  is  bat  the  creature  of  the  new  States  as 
weU  as  the  old,  liable  to  their  amendments,  and 
continued  only  as  the  creature  of  the  common  wiU. 
But  the  same  gentleman  tells  us  that  we  have  an 
interest  in  the  soil  of  the  new  States  which  we 
have  not  in  the  old.    That  we  have  more  soil  in 
the  new  States  than  the  old,  is  certainly  true.   But 
the  powers  of  this  Government  over  its  dock-yards, 
ajsenaL%  depots,  &c.  in  the  old  States,  are  equally 
^reat,  if  not  much  greater,  than  its  powers  over 
its  undisposed-of  territory  in  the  new  States.   Nay, 


n 


by  the  Constitution  itself,  vour  power  is  absolute 
over  the  property  in  the  old  States,  whereas  it  is 
but  limited  in  regard  to  that  in  the  new.  In  regard 
to  the  last,  you  are  limited  to  "  needful  rules,"  to 
enable  you  to  sell  or  dispose  of  it ;  in  regard  to  the 
other,  you  are  almost  unlimited  in  your  power* 
There  is  nothing,  then,  in  these  distinctions ;  they 
are  but  imaffinary.  All  the  States  are  equal  in 
political  rights.  The  member  who  shall  come 
from  Missouri  will  be  invested  with  equal  rights 
with  a  member  coming  from  New  York. 

The  honorable  memoer  from  Pennsylvania  has 
imagined^  that  he  has  found  the  right  to  impose 
this  condition  on  Missouri  in  the  supposed  right  to 
make  a  compact  with  a  State,  or  with  the  people 
of  a  territory.  I  will  not  stop  to  inquire  into  the 
full  extent  of  this  ri^ht.  For  the  sake  of  the  argu- 
ment let  it  be  admitted  that  this  right  does  not 
exist  in  Congress ;  yet  what  does  it  prove  ?  In 
my  opinion,  nothing.  What  will  the  gentleman 
do  with  the  treaty  of  1803  ?  By  that  treaty  we 
have  stipulated,  that  "inhabitants  of  the  ceded 
territory  shall  be  admitted  into  the  Union  as  soon  as 
possible."  The  ri^ht  to  admission  then,  on  the  part 
of  Missouri,  is  perfect,  is  absolute.  Can  you,  in  any 
manner,  destroy  this  perfect  right?  Can  you, 
by  the  right  which  you  have  to  enter  into  a  com- 
pactj  destroy  a  perfect  right,  on  the  part  of  Mis- 
souri, to  admission?  No,  sir.  She  has  a  right  to 
admittance ;  you  cannot  gainsay  it,  nor  can  you 
destroy  it.  Let  her  come  mto  the  Union,  and  tnen 
we  will  inquire  whether  you  can  enter  into  a  con- 
tract for  political  power.  She  will  then  be  a  free 
agent,  no  longer  in  duress.  The  compact  which 
you  then  make  may  be  obligatory  on  her.  Sir,  I 
cannot  withhold  the  expression  of  some  astonish- 
ment at  a  renmrk  made  by  ^e  honorable  gentle- 
man. He  told  us  that,  sooner  than  admit  Missouri, 
without  restriction,  he  would  narrow  her  boun- 
daries ;  nay^  that  he  would  cut  her  in  twain  ;  that 
he  would  divide  her  into  two  small  States ;  but 
that,  if  she  accepted  this  condition,  he  had  no  ob- 
jection to  her  present  boundaries.  What  language 
IS  this  to  hold  to  Missouri?  Excitement  enough 
already  prevails  among  her  inhabitants,  and  this 
declaration,  instead  of  appeasing,  is  calculated  to 
swell  it  to  a  flood.  You  nave  ^iven  her  every  as- 
surance that  she  should  be  admitted  with  her  pres- 
ent limits.  Last  year  you  carved  out  from  her 
the  Territory  of  Arkansas ;  you  marked  out  her 
limits ;  you  neld  out  to  her  every  reason  to  believe 
that  she  should  come  in  as  one  and  indivisible ;  and 
nowwhat  language  is  held  by  the  gentleman  ftom 
Pennsylvania  ?  These  fond  hopes  are  to  become 
illusory.  These  anticipations  were  calculated  bat 
to  deceive.  Your  right  arm  shall  be  lopped  off 
from  your  body — ^yaur  family  compact  be  broken 
up,  unless  you  yield  to  a  dictatorial  policy,  and 
throw  yourself  at  the  foot  of  Congress,  bound 
and  fettered,  Does  this  comport  wim  magnani- 
mous policy  ?  Believe  me,  it  does  not.  No,  sir, 
let  us  resort  to  different  means.  Extend  the  great 
engine  of  redress.  This  will  secure  to  you  the  af- 
fections of  the  people — that  engine  that  tyrants 
know  nothing  of— that  a  parental  government 
only  applies.    Use  it,  and  the  storm  will  be  ap- 
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peased ;  all  will  again  be  harmony  and  peace.  | 
The  same  gentleman  has  told  us  of  the  obliga- 
tions under  which  his  State  labors.  <  We  have  had 
read  to  us  her  act  of  emancipation.  She  hascause  to 
be  proud  of  that  act.  It  has  raised  to  her  a  mon- 
ument of  imperishable  glory.  But,  suppose  Penn- 
sylvania in  the  attitude  of  Missouri — ^reverse  the 
picture :  Pennsvlvania  is  asking  admittance  into 
the  Union ;  and  suppose  she  should  be  told,  "  the 
slaveholdinf  States  have  now  the  majority,  and 
you  cannot  be  admitted  as  a  member  of  this  Con- 
federacjT)  unless  you  will  repeal  this  your  act,  and 
permit  involuntary  servitude."  What  would  be 
her  course?  Would  she  not  spurn  us  and  our 
propositions  ?  Nay,  would  she  not  dash  them  in 
our  teeth  ?  What  more  she  would  do,  it  is  not 
for  me  to  say.  She  would  demand  for  herself  the 
right  to  decide  for  herself.  But  now  that  she  can- 
not be  controlled,  will  she  overleap  the  principles, 
which,  under  other  circumstances,  would  actuate 
her?  Not  satisfied  with  legislating  for  herself, 
shall  she  venture  to  legislate  for  others  ?  I  still 
hope  not.  I  do  still  hope  that  we  shall  do  equal 
justice,  and  obey  that  great  rule  of  morality,  and 
*'  do  to  others  as  we  would  that  others  should  do 
unto  us."  And  can  there  be  a  more  conclusive 
argument  against  the  right  to  exercise  this  power 
than  the  case  which  I  have  supposed  ?  This  Con- 
stitution was  not  made  for  a  day ;  nor  is  it  com- 
posed of  such  flexible  materials  as  to  be  warped  to 
the  purposes  of  a  casually  ascendant  influence. 
Under  the  arguments  of  gentlemen,  this,  however, 
is  not  its  character.  If  the  slaveholding  States 
have  the  majority  here,  they  may  annex  conditions 
on  new  States  the  reversie  of  that  now  attempted, 
and  such  conditions  would  be  abrogated  by  a  ma- 
jority of  a  different  description.  In  this  contest 
for  power^  countenanced,  as  has  been  urged,  by  the 
Constitution,  what  becomes  of  the  rignts  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  territories  ?  I  take  on  me  to 
rescue  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  from  such 
gross  inconsistencies.  They  proclaimed  the  doc- 
trine, that  man  had  a  ri^ht  to  establish  such  gov- 
ernment as  best  suited  his  own  ideas  of  happiness ; 
and  they  would  have  overthrown  that  very  propo- 
sition, if  they  had  armed  Congress  with  the  power 
of  making  constitutions  for  the  new  communities, 
which,  they  obviously  perceived,  would  spring  up 
within  our  territorial  limits. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Ser- 
geant) has  inquired.  Is  the  right  to  hold  persons 
in  bondage  essential  to  sovereignty?  I  answer 
this  question  by  asking  others.  Is  the  trial  by  jury 
essential  to  sovereignty  ?  Is  the  habeas  corpus, 
are  Parliament  and  Congress,  essentially  necessary 
to  constitute  a  State  sovereign  ?  No  one  doubts 
the  sovereignty  of  Russia,  or  of  the  Ottoman  Porte ; 
and  yet,  no  trial  by  jury,  no  habeas  corpus  act,  no 
Parliaments  or  Congresses,  are  known  to  these  em- 
pures.  A  State  can  be  sovereign,  and  yet  all  the 
yower  be  lodged  in  the  hands  of  a  single  despot. 
In  what,  then,  does  sovereignty  consist  ?  In  noth- 
ing but  the  right  to  decide  whether  there  shall  or 
shall  not  exist  this  or  that  municipal  regulation. 
Deny  to  an  empire  the  volition  of  deciding  for  it- 
self any  question  of  local  policy,  and  you  neces- 


sarily, so  far  as  the  prohibition  extends,  deprive  it 
of  its  sovereignty.  The  State  must  be  left  com- 
plete volition,  or  otherwise  it  is  a  misuse,  not  to 
say  abuse,  of  terms,  to  call  it  sovereign.  So,  sir, 
if  this  restriction  prevail,  you  may  call  Missouri 
what  else  you  please,  but  she  is  not  sovereign.  If  she 
accepts  this  condition,  she  may  be  the  menial  of 
the  other  States,  but  she  is  neither  equal  to  ihem, 
nor,  like  them,  sovereign.  Sir,  the  same  gentle^ 
man  has  urged  that  tne  principles  of  our  Gor- 
emment  are  opposed  to  slavery.  And  one  reason 
which  has  led  him  to  the  adoption  of  this  opinion  is, 
that  the  word  "slave''  is  nowhere  used  in  the 
Constitution.  This  is  a  broad  proposition,  and,  if 
true,  none  of  us  in  the  Union  have  any  security 
for  any  article  of  our  property.  Is  any  other  sort 
of  propertv  mentioned,  in  totidem  terhiSj  in  the  in- 
strument ?  And,  if  this  argument  of  the  gentle- 
man be  possessed  of  any  force,  where  shall  we  look 
for  security  ?  Sir,  although  it  would  be  rather 
unreasonable  to  suppose  that  a  constitution  should 
guaranty  articles  of  property  by  name  to  those 
who  lived  under  it,  yet,  so  far  as  was  deemed  ne- 
cessary, our  slaves  are  guarantied  to  us  in  that 
clause  which  requires  persons,  held  to  service  in 
one  State  and  escaping  into  another,  to  be  delivered 
up  to  the  master.  When,  then,  gentlemen  from 
the  North  proclaim  their  doctrine,  let  them  not 
forget  themselves.  Rail  at  slavery  as  much  as 
you  please ;  I  point  you  to  the  Constitution,  and 
say  to  you,  that  you  have  not  only  acknowledged 
our  right  to  this  species  of  property,  but  that  you 
have  gone  much  further,  and  havebound  yourselves 
to  rivet  the  chains  of  the  slave.  You  not  only 
have  consented  to  tolerate  it,  but  more — when  the 
victim  has  fled  to  you  for  protection  and  counte- 
nance, you  have  agreed  to  deliver  him  over  to  his 
bondage.  Those  who  framed  this  Constitution 
were  sound  practical  men.  They  were  not  led 
away  by  idle  theories.  They  knew  how  to  esti- 
mate the  slaveholding  States.  We  had  just  then 
emerged  from  an  arduous  struggle  for  freedom,  in 
which,  without  union  amon^  the  whole,  no  pan 
could  have  succeeded.  Eacn  made  sacrifices  to 
the  good  of  the  whole,  and  we  have  experienced 
the  happy  result  of  such  sacrifices.  But,  can  it  be 
credited  that  the  slaveholding  States  ever  would 
have  become  parties  to  this  compact,  if  they  had 
not  supposed  themselves  secured  in  this  species 
of  property  ?  Thus  to  pronounce,  would  be  to 
overlook  tnat  great  and  almost  exclusive  motive 
to  human  action,  self-interest. 

Gentlemen,  abandoning  the  grounds  taken  by 
them  in  the  opening  of  this  debate^  rely  wholly  on 
the  article  in  the  Constitution  which  devolves  on 
Congress  the  right  to  admit  new  States.  On  ibis 
point  I  shall  not  dwell.  I  only  require  of  them  to 
read  the  whole  clause,  and  they  will  find  that  the 
admission  must  be  into  "this  Union."  You  have 
already  been  told,  by  the  member  from  Kentucky, 
(Mr,  Clay,)  that  "this  Union"  is  made  up  of 
equal  contributions  of  power  by  all  the  States ; 
and  the  inference  would,  therefore,  seem  irresisti- 
ble, that  no  more  than  a  similar  contribution  of 
power  could  be  required  of  States  who  have  been, 
or  may  hereafter  be,  admitted.    Grant  me  your 
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patience,  sir,  'whxLe  I  add  one  other  consideration, 
which,  to  my  mind,  is  conclusive.    You  have  but 
one  mode   of  acquiring  power  constitutionally, 
and  that  is.   by  amendments  adopted  by  three- 
foorths  of  the  States.    Now,  if  you  can  impose 
conditions  on  new  States,  this  remark  is  no  longer 
true.    Take  the  very  case  before  you:  Missouri 
accepts  your  condition,  and,  at  a  future  day,  thinks 
proper  to  repeal  this  clause  in  her  constitution  in- 
hibiting the  introduction  of  slaves ;  a  man  from 
Louisiana  moves  into  that  State  with  his  slaves, 
and,  immediately  on  getting  there,  the  slaves  apply 
!'<.<r  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus.    In  the  States  now 
txistiu^,  such  a  controversy,  as  well  as  all  con- 
troversies arising  between  citizens  of  the  State, 
are  tried  before  the  tribunals  of  the  State.    Not  so 
iQ  Missouri.     The  arm  of  your  judiciary  would  be 
txtended  between  the  master  and  slave.    You 
have,  then,  added  to  the  powers  of  one  great  de- 
partment of  your  Government,  not  in  the  Consti- 
cutional  mode,  but  by  your  compact  with  Missouri 
Can  you  do  so  ?    If  there  be  any  land-marks  to 
iipiide  us,  or  boundaries  to  our  power,  you  cannot. 
The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Whit- 
man,) who,  with  great  liberality,  and  much  can- 
doc,  addressed  as  on  yesterday,  asks  whether  we 
bhalL  be  presumed  to  be  held  to  admit  a  new  State 
without  knowing  aught  of  its  internal  police? 
To  this  I  unhesitatingly  answer  in  the  negative. 
Our  right  is  absolute  to  admit  or  refuse;  but  we 
loay  exercise  thisri^ht  at  any  time.    In  this  case 
we  have  exercised  it  under  the  treaty  of  cession; 
aor  did  we  do  so  heedlessly.    Missouri  was  at 
that  day  a  wilderness;  and  when  we  agreed  that 
:he  whole  of  the  country  ceded  by  France  should 
be  admitted  into  the  Union,  "  as  soon  as  possible," 
we  foresaw,  what  has  actually  occurred,  that  this 
territory  would  be  settled  by  citizens  of  tne  United 
Siates.     We  then  encountered  no  danger,  nor 
^Kould  we  now,  by  carrying  into  effect  the  stipu- 
utions  of  the  treaty.    But  he  contends  that  the 
treaty  is  not  binding  on  us  so  as  to  compel  us  to 
admit  a  new  State;  that,  if  it  be  so,  the  President 
jod  Senate  might,  by  treaty,  compel  us  to  admit 
Su  Domingo,  or  any  other  Power,  as  a  confeder- 
ate in  this  Union.    This  argument  only  proves 
the  control  which  this  House  has  over  the  treaty- 
making  power,  and  I  readily  concede  that  we  are 
not  boond  by  any  treaty  to  which  we  have  not 
assented.    Bat  to  the  treaty  of  1803  we  have 
assented  in  a  variety  of  ways.    This  House  voted 
money  to  carry  it  into  effect;  authorized  the  Presi- 
dent to  take  possession  of  the  country ;  opened 
land  offices;  established  territorial  governments; 
and,  if  acts  can  be  interpreted  to  mean  any  thing, 
ratified  and  confirmed  the  treaty.    It  is  too  late, 
iherefbre,  for  gentlemen  to  urge  such  considera- 
tions.    We  have  exercised  our  volition ;  our  faith 
is  pledged.    If  the  faith  of  an  individual  was  thus 
pledged,  and  he  did  not  redeem  his  pledges — but, 
sir,  1  will  .<(ay  no  more — the  inference  must  be 
obvious  to  all. 

We  are  threatened^  too,  with  the  curses  of  Mis- 
S'juri,  if  we  do  not  impose  this  restriction.  For 
one,  I  never  was  disposed  to  heap  curses  on  the 
bead  of  another,  because,  left  a  free  agent,  I  might 


have  involved  myself  in  evil.  Missouri  has  to  de- 
cide for  herself.  The  evils,  if  any  arise,  will  be 
the  offspring  of  her  own  act,  and  she  cannot  blame 
us.  Sir,  we  have  heard  much  of  the  evils  of 
slavery :  its  evils  have  been  exhibited  in  the  most 
glowing  colors.  With  due  deference  to  gentle- 
men, I  think  their  remarks  on  this  subject  would 
answer  a  better  purpose  if  addressed  to  Missouri, 
assembled  in  convention,  than  addressed  to  us. 
The  people  of  this  Territory  have  "  the  bane  and 
antidote"  both  before  them.  Let  gentlemen  deliv- 
er their  speeches  against  slavery  there ;  let  them 
there  send  their  pamphlets.  If  they  have  on  the 
minds  of  the  people  to  whom  they  snould  be  prop- 
erly addressed  their  desired  effect,  we  shall  submit. 
Yes,  sir,  if  Missouri,  in  the  exercise  of  her  high  attri- 
bute of  sovereignty,  shall  speak  the  language  of 
emancipation  to  those  who  are  in  bondage  within 
her  borders,  we  shall  be  satisfied.  It  is  the  princi- 
ple alone  for  which  we  contend,  and  for  it  we  shall 
persist  in  contending,  "  to  the  last  syllable  of  re- 
corded time."  Nor  can  I  yield  to  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  WHiTMikN,)  that  those 
who  support  this  restriction  are  the  only  friends  to 
Missouri.  I  think  ( if  I  may  be  alio  wed  so  to  express 
myself)  that  gentlemen  have  a  bad  way  of  show- 
ing their  friendship.  You  may  take  up  a  man 
who  is  walking  the  streets,  goin^  in  pursuit  of  his 
ordinary  business,  and  throw  him  into  irons,  for 
fear  lest  he  should  fall  into  a  gulf  in  the  course  of 
his  walk,  and  then  proclaim  yourself  his  friend ! 
He  would  have  a  ri^t  to  answer  as  Missouri  will 
on  this  occasion.  He  will  tell  you,  "  I  am  well 
aware  of  what  I  am  about ;  I  see  the  whole  ground 
as  well  as  yourself;  and  it  would  be  as  reasona- 
ble for  me  to  throw  you  into  chains,  to  prevent 
you  from  doing  yourself  an  injury,  as  that  you 
should  arrogate  this  power  over  me."  I  shall  add 
no  more  to  the  inquiry  growing  out  of  the  consti- 
tutionality of  this  measure.  Enough  has  already 
been  said,  and  I  will  not  consume  your  time  unne- 
cessarily. My  mind  is  irresistibly  drawn  to  the 
conclusion  that,  if  we  adopt  this  amendment,  we 
shall  be  guilty  of  an  unwarranted  and  most  mani^ 
fest  usurpation  of  power. 

But,  even  if  we  were  invested  with  the  Consti- 
tutional power  t^  impose  this  restriction,  yet  to  do 
so  would  be  unjust  and  impolitic.  This  Territory 
has  been  purchased  out  of  the  common  purse :  the 
South  and  the  North  have  contributed  alike.  We 
are  then  joint  tenants  in  the  estate,  and,  without 
doing  an  act  of  gross  injustice^  you  cannot  oust  us 
of  our  right  to  an  equal  participation  with  your- 
selves in  all  its  benefits.  But  the  injustice  of 
the  measure  is  still  more  manifest  in  reference  to 
individuals  from  the  South  who  have  made  pur- 
chases of  land  with  a  view  of  settlement.  You 
opened  this  country  to  bidders  from  all  the  States. 
The  planter  from  the  South  entered  the  market ; 
and  now,  when  he  is  in  the  very  act  of  moving 
on  the  estate  thus  acquired.  Congress  announces  its 
determination  to  prevent  his  completing  the  very 
object  of  his  purchase,  by  preventipg  'him  from 
carrying  with  him  his  laborers  !  Is  this  j  ust  ?  Will 
you  not  have  "paltered  with  him  in  a  double 
sense?"     Nay,  he  derived  assurances  from  the 
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treaty ;  and  not  only  so,  but  from  the  fact  of  Lou- 
isiana having  been  admitted  unrestricted,  that  he 
should  experience  no  interruption  in  executing  his 
purpose.    Such  a  course  does  not  comport  with 
proprietT  and  justice.     Gentlemen  should  hare 
issued  their  proclamation  before  the  Territory  was 
settled — a  course  however  which,  even  in  regard 
to  an  unsettled  territory,  I  should  deny  to  be  Con- 
stitutional>-^nd  distinctly  announced  their  views 
and  intentions,  and  then  men  would  have  acted 
with  their  eyes  open.    This  usurpation  then  would 
at  least  have  been  attended  with  the  semblance 
of  justice ;  but  now,  when  you  have  invited  pur- 
chasers, to  draw  a  line  of  distinction  between  them, 
cannot  be  any  other  than  unjust  and,  I  was  about 
to  add,  grossly  unjust.    I  might  rest  satisfied  here, 
and  avoid  any  further  remarks  on  the  policy  of 
this  measure ;  for,  if  it  comport  not  with  the  prin- 
ciples of  justice^  an  American  Legislature  surely 
will  not  entertain  it.    But  its  impolicy  is  rendered 
manifest  by  many  other  considerations.    We  come 
here  to  legislate  for  the  Union.    One  moiety  of 
the  Union  is  deeply  interested  in  opposing  this 
restriction.    Slavery  has  been  represented  on  all 
hands  as  a  dark  cloud,  and  the  candor  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Whitman)  drove 
him  to  the  admission  that  it  would  be  well  to 
disperse  this  cloud.    In  this  sentiment,  I  entirely 
concur  with  him.    How  can  you  otherwise  disarm 
it  ?    Will  you  suffer  it  to  increase  in  its  darkness 
over  a  particular  portion  of  this  land  until  its 
horrors  shall  burst  upon  it  ?    Will  you  permit  the 
lightnings  of  its  wrath  to  break  upon  the  South, 
when,  by  the  interposition  of  a  wise  system  of 
l^slation,  you  may  reduce  it  to  a  summer's  cloud  ? 
iSyw  is  the  North  interested  in  pursuing  such  a 
course?    The  man  of  the  North  is  far  removed 
from  its  influence :  he  may  smile,  and  experience 
no  disquietude.    But,  exclude  this  property  from 
Missouri,  by  the  exercise  of  an  arbitrary  power ; 
shut  it  out  from  the  TerritcM'ies ;  and  I  maintain 
that  you  do  not  consult  the  interests  of  this  Union. 
^  The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  also  con- 
ceded that  for  which  we  contend — ^that^  by  diffiis- 
mg  this  population  extensively,  you  increase  the 
prospects  ot  emancipation.     What  enabled  New 
Yorx,  Pennsylvania,  and  other  States,  to  adopt 
the  lan^affe  of  universal  emancipation.    Rely  on 
it,  nothing^  l)ut  the  paucity  of  the  numbers  of  their 
slaves.    That  which  it  would  have  been  criminal 
in  those  States  not  to  have  done,  would  be  an  act 
of  political  suicide  in  Greorgia  or  South  Car<Jina  to 
do.   By  this  dispersion  you  also  ameliorate  the  con- 
dition of  the  black  man ;  for  I  appeal  to  gentlemen 
who  come  from  the  South  to  say,  whether  the  bet- 
tering of  the  condition  of  the  slave  has  not  been  ow- 
ing to  the  increased  demand  for  his  labor  ?    This 
increased  demand  has  made  it  the  interest  of  the 
master,  independent  of  other  considerations,  to  be 
more  tender  in  his  treatment  to  his  dependants. 
These  considerations  and  concessions  on  the  part 
of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  had  led  me 
to  hope  that  his  conclusions  also  would  have  cor- 
responded with  my  own ;  but  unfortunately  he 
saw,  or  fhncied  he  saw,  humanity  urging  him  to 
the  extinguishment  of  the  African  slave  trade. 


Some  slaves  have  certainly  been  smoffgled  into 
the  State  of  Georgia,  and  possibly  into  Lcmisiana, 
in  opposition  to  our  laws.  The  number  has  not 
been  accurately  ascertained.  The  Speaker  placed 
us  in  possession  of  information  which  limits  the 
number  to  something  upwards  of  four  hundred 
in  the  last  ten  years.  This  estimate  may  be  too 
small.  Be  that  as  it  may,  the  feelings  and  senti- 
ments of  all  honorable  men  must  be  opposed  to 
that  horrid  traffic.  We,  sir^  will  go  to  almost  any 
extremity  to  put  an  end  to  it    But.  what  did  the 

fentleman  concede  ?  He  told  us  that  he  limited 
is  views,  as  a  politician,  to  the  peiiod  of  one  hun- 
dred years,  and  that  the  demand  for  slayes  in  the 
country  in  which  slavery  now  existed,  "would  not 
fully  be  satisfied  for  that  period.  Even  then,  if 
this  restriction  on  Missouri  prevailed,  and  you  do 
not  abolish  this  trade  by  a  bold  legislation,  it  will 
measitfeably  continue  for  one  hundred  years.  But 
the  g^itleman  contends  that,  by  opening  Missouri, 
you  open  a  new  market,  and  thereby  increase  the 
price  of  this  property,  and  that  additional  tempta- 
tions to  smuggling  will  be  the  necessary  conse- 
quence. Now  let  it  be  remembered,  that  smug- 
gling can  only^  take  place  on  the  seaboard,  and 
that  Missouri  is  an  inland  State.  In  addition  to 
this,  cast  your  eye  on  the  map,  and  you  will  find 
that  Missouri  is  in  the  same,  or  nearly  the  same, 
latitude  with  Virginia ;  a  small  portion  of  it,  if 
any,  is  a  cotton  country.  The  products  of  its  soil 
are  the  same  with  those  in  Virc^nia.  Now,  sir, 
no  instance  falls  within  my  recollection  of  slaves 
being  brought  from  abroad  into  Virginia — and 
why  ?  For  the  obvious  reason,  if  for  none  other^ 
that  a  better  market  is  opened  for  them  in  the  cot- 
ton country.  That  rich  staple  of  the  most  South- 
em  State  has,  for  many  years,  as  was  well  ob- 
served by  the  Speaker,  regulated  the  price  of  slaves. 
There  has  been  a  constant  drain  from  Virginia ; 
no  demand  exists  for  them  there,  of  any  great  con- 
sequence. Our  corn  sells  for  little  or  nothing ; 
our  flour  commands  no  price ;  and  our  tobacco, 
which,  like  cotton  now,  formerly  regulated  the 
price  of  labor,  rots  in  our  warehouses.  Open  Mis- 
souri then,  and  ybu  do  not,  by  so  doing,  enhance 
the  price  of  the  slave.  The  great  body  of  those 
who  go  to  that  State  will  be  farmers  c^  the  South, 
who  will  carry  with  them  their  white  and  black 
families,  with  a  view  of  permanent  settlement.  I 
still  entertain  the  hope  then,  Mr.  Chairman,  that 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  will  be  con- 
vinced that  he  was  mistaken  in  the  view  which 
he  was  induced  to  take  of  thb  subject.  A  mo- 
ment's reflection  will  also  convince  us  that  we  do 
not,  by  extending  this  population,  add  to  their 
numbers  by  any  ordinary  means.  The  ^reat  rule 
which  controls  the  progress  of  the  mulUplication 
of  the  human  species,  and  accelerates  it,  will 
equally  apply  for  the  next  century,  if  no  longer, 
wnether  Missouri  throw  open  her  gates  or  not. 
The  means  of  subsistence  are  abundant  in  the  pre- 
sent slaveholding  country,  and  will  continue  to 
increase  with  an  mcrease  of  population.  You  sub- 
serve then  the  purposes  of  humanity  by  voting 
dovm  this  amendment  to  the  bill  on  your  table— 
you  advance  the  interest,  and  secure  the  safety  of 
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one-half  of  this  extended  Republic;  you  ameliorate 
the  ccmdition  of  the  slave,  and  you  add  much  to 
the  prospects  of  emancipation  and  the  total  ex- 
tinction of  slavery. 

What  wiU  be  the  consequences,  if  you  persist 
in  this  measure  ?    A  sectional  feeling  is  already 
generated ;  a  geographic  line  is  drawn.    Tell  me 
not  of  that  poucy  which  shall  divide  the  people  of 
this  country  by  local  feelings  and  prejudices.   This 
is  the  baneof  a  Republic — ^it  is  the  rock  whichought 
to  be  most  cautiously  avoided — sir,  it  is  thegreatest 
of  all  dangers  to  the  union  of  these  States.  Take  not 
my  poor  word  for  it.    Nay,  dbregard  the  admoni* 
tions  of  him  who  has  so  often  been  called  the  Father 
of  his  CkHmtry.    Forget  the  valedictorv  address  of 
Washinoton;     But  can  you,  or  will  you,  close 
yoDr  eyes  to  the  lights  of  experience  ?    Remember 
ancient  Rome:   she  conquered  mighty  Powers; 
the  world  obeyed  her  nod ;  but  she,  in  the  end,  con- 
quered  herself.    The -people  divided  among  them- 
selves^ and  these'  divisions  led  to  the  erection  of 
the  Throne  of  the  Caesars  over  her  prostrate  liberty. 
So,  too,  with  the  Grecian  republics :  united  Greece 
5tood  up  successfully  against  the  mighty  power 
of  Xerxes ;  and  the  fall  of  Leonidas  was  but  the 
precui-sor  of  the  glory  achieved  at  Marathon  and 
Pla.t8ea.    But  Sparta  wished  to  domineer  over 
\ Chens,  and  theii  intestine  feuds  opened  the  chan- 
nel   to  that  flood  of  vandalism  which  deluged 
Grreece,  and  obliterated  all  trace  of  freedom.    Such, 
too,  was  the  fate  of  the  Achaian  league.  I  beseech 
reiitlemen  then  to  pauses  lesl  they  pSroduce  a  simi- 
lar division  of  sentiment  in  this  happv  land.  What 
else  can  retard  our  onward  maaroli  i    What  were 
yon  fi^  years  ago?  By  Eun^  we  were  esteemed 
as  little  better  t£in  savages ;  imy,  dozing  philoso- 
phers had  ventured  to  pronounce  that  all  animated 
nature  here  wore  a  degenerate  aspect.    But  his- 
tory has  refuted  and  thrown  back  this  slander  in 
the  teeth  of  those  who  uttered  it.    We  emerged 
with  great  brightness  from  the  struggles  of  the 
Revolution.    C^r  prosperity  continued  to  advance. 
We  have  emo'gea  from  a  second  conflict,  with 
additional  radiance.    We  bearded  the  Hercules  c^ 
the  other  hemisphere,  and  we  lost  naught  by  the 
conflict.    Our  proud  banners  floated  in  triumph 
over  the  waves.    What  now  is  our  condition? 
Kinss  and  potentates  court  our  amity.    We  are 
lifted  up  to  a  high  station  amon^  the  nations  of 
the  eafu.    Say  that  our  march  is  not  impeded, 
who  can  set  limits  to  our  glory  ?    Tyre  rose  a 
1  i  t  tie  speck  above  the  ocean,  and  she  was  considered 
strong  and  mighfy.  England,  with  an  area  scarcely 
exce^ing  that  of  some  of  these  States,  controls 
the  destinies  of  Europe.    And  what  shall  be  their 
glory,  in  comparison  with  ours?    We  direct  the 
destinies  of  a  mighty  continent.    Our  resources 
are  unlimited':   our  means  unbounded*    If  we  be 
true  to  ourselves,  the  glorv  of  other  nations,  in 
romparisoD  with  ours,  shau  resemUe  but  a  tale 
from  the  days  of  cluvalry.    Our  mighty  and  reful- 
:;exit  sun  shall  almost  obscure,  by  its  radiance,  the 
little  stars  of  their  renown.    Let  us,  then,  avoid  a 
(]uestion  like  the  present :  disappoint  not  these  fond 
hopes.    Gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side  may  yield 
without  dishonor.    They  pursue  but  a  scheme  of 


policy ;  we  are  difierently  situated ;  we  cannot, 
without  violation  of  our  oaths,  support  this  mea- 
sure. We  believe,  in  our  consciences,  that  the 
Constitution  confers  on  us  no  such  power.  For 
myself,  I  cannot,  and  will  not,  yield  one  inch  of 
ground.  Let  me,  then,  adjure  our  brethren  from 
the  North  to  come  and  sit  down  once  more  by  our 
side.  I  call  on  them  to  heal  the  difierences  which 
this  measure  has  produced.  Your  course  is  pal-^ 
pable  and  plain.  Vou  have  two  roads  before  yon ; 
take  this,  and  all  is  harmony  and  peace ;  over  that, 
hang  doubts  and  fears.  I  invoke  the  Genius  of  the 
Constitution  to  cover  and  protect  us  against  the 
evils  which  threaten  us.  What  if  you  impose 
the  restriction,  and  Missouri,  instead  of  submitting, 
shall  form  herself  into  a  community  and  demand 
admittance,  or  sever  from  the  Union  ?  Will  you 
then  retract?  How  much  more  honorable  to  do 
it  now !  Or,  do  you  mean  to  persist  in  your  olnect 
at  all  hazards,  and,  if  she  prove  refractory,  leduee 
her  to  submission  ?  Do  you  bdieve  that  Southern 
bayonets  will  ever  be  plunged  in  Southern  hearts? 
I  know  not  how  this  may  be,  but  I  require  you  to 
pause  and  deeply  to  reflect  before  you  have  to  re- 
sort to  this  extremity. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  if  no  admonition  will  suc- 
ceed, then  pursue  your  own  course.  Gentlemen 
may  return  to  their  constituents,  receive  votes  of 
thanks,  have  their  speeches  translated  into  foreign 
languages,  to  be  dozed  over  and  admired  by  those 
who  know  nothing  of  the  principles  of  our  Gov- 
ernment. But  if  evil  flows  from  this  measure,  his- 
tory will  be  truelo  herself,  and  will  record,  ^'  That 
the  United  States  were  most  fortunate  and  most 
contented ;  that  no  speck  was  seen  on  the  htni- 
zon,  threatening  danger;  that,  while  marohmg 
steadily  on  to  the  fulfilment  of  her  hieh  destinies, 
a  proposition  was  made  from  the  N(^,  to  abridge 
the  rijghts  of  the-  South,  in  violation  of  the  Con- 
stitution ;  that  a  storm  suddenly  arose,  and  in  its 
fury  blasted  the  hopes  of  the  patriot,  and  over- 
threw the  altar  and  tne  temple.''  And,  sir,  it  is  not 
necessary  to  addt  that,  instead  of  the  blessings^  the 
deepest  curses  ot  posterity  will  be  uttered  against 
the  supporters  of  this  destructive  policy. 

Mr.  tlioR,  of  Vermont,  rose  and  aadressed  the 
Chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  Chairman:  Whilst  I  consider  the  present 
question  of  j^reater  interest  by  far  than  anv  which 
has  been  agitated  since  the  adoption  of  the  Con- 
stituti<m,  or  any  other  on  which  I  can  expect  it 
will  ever  become  my  duty  to  give  a  vote ;  and, 
while  I  reflect  on  bome  circumstances  in  relation 
to  it,  which  to  me  are  not  a  little  extraordinary,  I 
feel  it  to  be  due,  both  to  the  Committee  and  my- 
self, that  I  should  occupy  a  small  portion  of  your 
time  in  ex|^ining  my  views  upon  the  subject,  and 
my  reasons  for  Xm  Vote  I  am  about  to  give.  The 
fact  that,  at  the  last  session,  every  member  south 
of  the  State  of  Delaware,  and  of  the  river  Ohio, 
gave  their  votes  in  favor  of  an  unlimited  extension 
of  slavery,  while  those  to  the  north  of  those  limits 
gave  almost  as  unanimous  a  vote  against  it,  has 
caused  me  to  entertain  fears  that,  either  from  mo- 
tives of  interest  or  some  peculiar  feelings,  we  had, 
on  the  one  hand  or  the  other,  lost  sight  of  the  gieat 
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principles  on  which  a  wise  and  just  legislation  is 
founded. 

The  circumstance,  too,  that  a  large  portion  of 
those  now  opposed  to  me  are  the  same  gentlemen 
with  whom  I  ha?e  acted  in  times  the  most  diffi- 
cult and  perplexing ;  whose  opinions  I  have  highly 
approved,  and  with  whose  votes  my  own  have 
heen  usually  recorded ;  has  induced  me  to  give  the 
most  attentive  consideration  to  the  subject,  in  all 
the  forms  in  which  it  has  been  presented  to  my 
mind,  lest  it  should  happen  that  feelings,  perhaps 
peculiar  to  myself,  might  have  betrayed  my  judg- 
ment into  an  erroK.  f  have  paused — 1  have  con- 
sidered, and  made  up  my  mind  upon  the  most 
mature  deliberation.  It  is  not  my  intention,  sir, 
to  attempt  to  follow  gentlemen  who  have  gone  be- 
fore me,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  question ;  and, 
except  so  far  as  may  be  necessary  to  connect  my 
views  upon  the  subject,  I  shall  endeavor  to  avoid 
a  repetition  of  the  arguments  employed  by  others 
on  tne  side  I  have  the  honor  to  advocate.  It  will 
be  my  purpose  to  attempt  to  show  that  slavery  does 
not  proceed  from  the  exercise  of  a  legitimate  attri- 
bute of  sovereignty,  and  that  hence,  admitting  all 
for  which  gentlemen  contend,  as  to  a  want  of 
power  in  Congress  to  interfere  with  ^*  State  rights," 
their  Constitutional  objections  must  fail  them.  If, 
in  this  part  of  my  argument  I  shall  be  successful, 
1  trust  there  are  lew  who  will  object  to  the  expe- 
diency of  the  proposition. 

Sir,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  consider  slavery, 
in  any  of  its  relations  or  consequences,  in  any  other 
light  than  hostility  to  the  first  principles  of  our 
Gk>vemment,  and  certainly  so  with  its  nrst  official 
act — the  Declaration  of  Independence — which  has 
announced,  as  a  self-evident  proix)sition,  "  that  all 
'  men  are  created  equal,  that  they  are  endowed  by 
<  their  Creator  with  certain  inalienable  rights, 
^  amongst  which  is  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of 
'  happiness :  that,  to  secure  these  rights,  govem- 
'  ments  are  instituted  among  men,  deriving  their 
^  just  powers  from  the  consent  of  the  governed." 
And,  among  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  framers 
of  the  Constitution  for  adopting  that  instrument, 
and  which  will  accompany  it  to  the  latest  period 
of  time,  was  that  of  '^  securing  to  themselves  and 
their  posterity  the  blessinp  of  liberty."  And,  sir, 
will  it  be  pretended,  in  this  enlightened  age,  and 
in  this  country,  where  alone  freedom  has  her  abode, 
that  the  blessings  of  liberty  are  to  be  derived  from 
the  existence  oi  slavery,  or  that  they  have  any  re- 
lation to  each  other,  except  what  results  from  ab- 
solute, unavoidable  necessity? 

It  is  true  that,  at  the  time  the  Declaration  of 
Independence  was  adopted,  as  well  as  the  Consti- 
tution, and  from  circumstances  over  which  our 
fathers  had  no  control,  slavery,  unfortunatdy,  ex- 
isted in  our  country ;  and  the  fact  of  its  existence, 
though  repugnant  to  the  noble  feelings  which  alone 
gave  birth  tp,  and  with  the  aid  of  Providence  sus- 
tained the  Revolution,  and  which  matured  and 
brought  forth  the  Constitution  of  our  country,  is 
believed  to  have  produced  a  necessity  for  its  con- 
tinued existence.  But  I  ask  gentlemen  by  what 
charter  of  a  national  character,  a  right  to  hold  a 
human  being  in  slavery  has  ever  been  recognised? 


The  fact  that  the  word  ''  slave"  is  nowhere  to 
be  found  in  the  Con.stitution,  or  other  words  so 
employed  as  to  convev  an  idea  that  the  framers  of 
that  instrument  intended  to  recognise  slavery,  has 
satisfied  my  mind  that,  as  from  a  condition  of 
things  beyond  their  control,  or  that  of  their  coun- 
try, they  could  not  prohibit  it  in  the  then  "existing 
States,"  and  as,  for  obvious  reasons,  they  were 
obliged  indirectly  to  admit  the  fact  of  its  exist- 
ence, they  purposely,  and  very  carefully,  avoided 
the  use  of  any  expressions  from  which,  by  fair  con- 
struction, even  an  argument  could  be  aerived  in 
favor  of  its  legitimacy.  Consequently,  the  legality 
of  it  must  be  determined  by  a  reference  to  the  laws 
of  nature  and  natural  rights,  and  not  to  the  Con- 
stitution ;  and  to  me  it  is  a  matter  of  utter  aston- 
ishment, that,  because  the  original  States  were 
recognised  with  their  existing  institutions,  some  of 
which  had  been  under  an  absolute  necessity  to  per- 
mit slavery,  it  should  from  thence  be  contended 
that,  on  admitting  a  new  State,  we  have  no  power 
to  exclude  slavery  from  it,  on  the  ground  of  its 
having  been  recognised  as  an  attribute  of  sove- 
reignty over  which  we  have  no  control. 

Each  State  had  its  particular  institutions  and 
laws — no  two  of  which  were  alike ;  and  can  it,  I 
demand,  be  pretended  that  we  are  fatally  bound, 
regardless  of  all  consequences,  to  permit  in  every 
new  State  whatever  may,  under  any  circumstances, 
have  been  deemed  lawiiu  in  any  one  of  the  origi- 
nal States  ?  If  such  be  the  case,  gentlemen  will 
search  in  vain  for  authority  to  require  from  the 
people  of  a  proposed  new  State  that  they  should 
even  present  us  with  a  Constitution ; /or,  at  least 
one  ol  the  original  States  had  no  such"  instrument. 

It  has  not  escaped  me,  that  certain  powers  have 
been  "delegated  to  Congress,"  and  that  such  as 
"are  not  ddegated  or  prohibited  to  the  States,  are 
reserved  to  the  States,  respectively,  or  to  the  peo- 
ple." But  it  should  be  remembered  that,  whatever 
powers  may  have  been  prohibited  or  reserved,  they 
are  such  as  belong  to  the  legitimate  attributes  of 
sovereignty;  and  in  order  to  ascertain  them,  as 
claimed  and  admitted  by  this  nation,  we  should  do 
well  to  refer  to  our  original  charter,  on  which  all 
our  other  institutions  are  based — the  Declaration 
of  Independence.  In  that  instrument  individual 
rights,  and  the  objects  and  duties  of  Government, 
are  clearly  defined.  It  was  adopted  in  the  most 
formal  manner  by  the  National  Representatives, 
and  to  my  understanding  has,  to  all  intents  and 
purposes,  been  adopted  by  the  people  themselves. 
It  has  been  incorporated  in  all  their  statute  books ; 
annually  read  at  their  national  festivals;  and  uni- 
versally referred  to  as  the  proudest  memorial  of 
their  national  §lory ;  and  will  continue  to  be  thus 
referred  to,  while  science  has  an  advocate,  or  lib- 
erty a  friend.  I  would  look,  then,  to  that  charter, 
to  ascertain  the  rights  of  the  people,  and  the  duties 
of  Grovernment ;  and  to  the  Constitution,  to  learn 
how  the  attributes  of  sovereignty  have  been  distrib- 
uted to  the  General  and  State  governments,  and 
the  manner  in  which  the  duties  of  each,  and  those 
of  the  people,  are  to  be  performed. 

The  solemnity  with  which  it  was  adopted,  and 
the  parties  to  it,  should  never  be  lost  sight  of.     In 
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that  insCniinent  the  rights  of  the  people,  which 
were  acknoivled^d  to  have  been  derived  from 
their  Cneator,  and  to  be  equal  and  inalienable, 
were  distmctly  set  forth ;  the  abuses  of  the  parent 
couatry,  to  whom  allt<giance  was  acknowledged  to 
be  dae,  bat  for  the  abases,  and  the  means  employed 
to  obtain  redress  were  enumerated ;  the  necessity 
for  a  separation  ^was  announced ;  and, ''  appealing 
to  the  Sapreme  Judge  of  the  World  for  tne  recti- 
tude of  their  intentions,''  the  separation,  and  the 
consequent  right  of  self-government,  were  pro- 
claimed to  a  **  candid  world ;"  and  "  for  the  sup- 
port of  this  declaration,  with  a  firm  reliance  on 
Divine  Proridence,  the  lives,  the  fortunes,  and  the 
sacred  honor  of  the  nation"  were  mutually  pledged. 
And  who,  I  ask,  will  deny  that  the  event  was  re- 
cognised by  the  Judge  to  whom  the  appeal  was 
made,  and  that  his  protection  was  not  relied  upon 
in  vain,  and  that,  finally,  he  condescended  to  be- 
come a  party  to  that  great  national  covenant  ?  And, 
sir,  after  haying  been  protected  from  our  infancy, 
until  w^e  have  become  a  jBpreat  and  powerful  nation, 
does  it  become  ns  to  disregard  our  own  stipula- 
tions ;  and  hare  we  a  right  to  expect  that  the  fa- 
vor of  the  Being  to  whom,  in  our  infancy,  the 
solemn  appeal  was  made,  will  be  longer  continued 
to  us,  when  we  shall  have  falsified  the  declaration 
by  a  national  act,  deliberately  pronouncing  that  all 
men  are  not  ^  created  equal^"  and  that,  as  a  matter 
of  convenience,  one  may  rightfully  hold  another, 
and  his  posterity,  in  perpetual  bondage  ?  I  think 
Qot ;  bat  that,  on  the  contrary,  it  will  be  said  of 
as.  as  of  the  people  of  old,  "  I  have  nourished  and 
brought  np  children,  and  they  have  rebelled  against 
rac ;"  "  they  have  spoken  words,  swearing  lalsely 
m  making  a  covenant ;  thus  judgment  springetn 
up,  as  hemlock  in  the  furrows  of  the  field. 

The  attributes  of  sovereignty,  individual  rights, 
and  the  dnties  of  Government,  have  neither  been 
enlarged,  diminished,  nor  changed  by  the  adoption 
of  the  Constitution.    By  that  mstrument  nothing 
more  has  been  done  or  attempted  than  to  adjust 
and  settle  the  relative  rights  and  duties  between  the 
General  and  State  governments,  and  the  people ; 
and  I  again  repeal  mat,  in  order  to  ascertain  the 
amount  of  the  attributes  of  sovereignty,  individual 
rights,  and  the  duties  of  governments,  we  must  re- 
fer to  the  covenant  we  have  made  with  the  Judge 
of  the  Universe.    And  I  moreover  contend,  that  a 
ri^ht  to  hold  a  fellow-being  in  slavery,  under  any 
form  of  Government,  does  not  exist.    I  speak,  sir, 
of  natnral  right;  for,  if  it  exist  anywhere,  there  is 
no  country  or  place  where  it  does  not  exist ;  and, 
instead  oi  its  being  a  violation  of  our  rights  for 
the   States  of  Barbary,  and  the  commanders  of 
British   ships,  to  enslave  our  citizens,  the  former, 
because  they  are  christians,  and  the  latter,  because 
they  are  of  a  certain  profession^  we  have  been  guilty 
of  a  gross  violation  of  their  rights  in  making  war 
upon  them  for  the  alleged  ofience ;  and,  instead  of 
the  Declaration  of  Independence  being  an  instru- 
ment honorable  to  our  fathers,  and  deserving^  the 
place  we  have  given  to  it  upon  the  records  of  our 
country,  it  is  a  stain  upon  our  national  character, 
and  reproaehfnl  to  the  citizens  of  the  universe. 
Both  governments  and  people  have  rights  which 


result  from  necessity  alone — either  may  rightfully 
take  the  life  of  a  citizen  in  cases  of  necessity ;  but. 
where  there  is  no  necessity,  the  right  is  denied  ;  ana 
there  are  various  other  cases  where  the  existence 
of  rights  depend  upon  some  necessity.  That,  when 
the  Constitution  was  adopted,  there  was  a  neces- 
sity for  slavery,  to  a  certain  extent,  and  that  the 
necessity  still  exists,  I  do  not  deny ;  nor  do  I  pre- 
tend that  Congress  has  authority  to  judge  of  the 
necessity,  or  of  the  right,  in  any  of  the  original 
States,  or  such  as  have  since  been  adopted,  with- 
out restrictions,  either  express  or  implied ;  but  I 
utterly  and  absolutely  deny  that,  because  the'  ne- 
cessity still  exists  in  some  sections  of  the  Union, 
and  with  it  the  right,  that  hence  the  right  is  co- 
extensive with  thelimits  of  our  country,  and  with 
any  limits,  which,  at  all  future  periods,  may  be 
given  to  it ;  and  that  we  are  bound  to  pursue  a 
policy  which  will  perpetuate  the  necessity,  and 
with  it  the  existence  of  slavery • 

By  the  4th  section  of  the  3a  article  of  the  Con- 
stitution, the  United  States  are  bound  to  "  protect" 
each  State  against  *'  domestic  violence ;"  and  I 
take  it  for  granted  that  none  are  so  tenacious  of 
"  State  rights"  as  to  hold  them  bound  to  the  per- 
formance of  a  duty,  and  deny  to  them  the  neces- 
sary power ;  and,  should  the  power  be  granted,  I 
shall  not  expect  to  hear  it  urged  that  we  have  no 
power  to  guard  against  the  happening  of  the  vio- 
lence from  which  the  States  are  to  be  protected ; 
and,  if  it  be  admitted  that  we  have  power  for  this 
latter  object,  I  will  refer  gentlemen  to  the  last 
clause  or  the  8th  section  of  the  1st  article  of  the 
Constitution,  where  they  will  find  authority  given 
"  to  pass  all  laws  which  shall  be  necessary  and 
proper  for  carrying  into  execution  the  foregoing 
powers." 

If,  then,  it  be  true,  that  there  is  danger  of  do- 
mestic violence  from  the  existence  of  slavery, 
which  I  am  confident  none  will  deny,  I  should  ap- 
prehend that  a  law,  the  object  ana  certain  ten- 
dency of  which  is  to  diminisn  the  relative  number 
of  slaves  in  our  country,  and  spread  a  free  white 
population  over  the  fairest  portions  of  it,  must  not 
only  be  proper,  but  indispensably  necessary,  to 
guard  against  the  occurrence  of  violence,  and  pre- 
serve the  United  States  in  a  condition  to  discharge 
its  duties.  All  admit  that  slavery  is  an  evil ;  and 
I  contend  that  its  extension  over  the  boundless  re- 
gions of  the  Westj  would  be  an  extravagant  and 
unnecessary  extension  of  an  evil  which  must  afifect 
every  section  of  the  Union,  and  every  class  of  the 
community ;  and,  if  thus  extended,  an  evil  from 
which  our  innocent  posterity  will  never  escape.  But 
we  are  told  that,  be  the  evil  what  it  may.  Con- 
gress has  no  power  which  it  can  exercise  over  the 
subject.  And,  sir,  is  it  true  that,  in  one-third  of  a 
century  from  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  we 
have  made  the  unfortunate  discovery  that  an  evil 
may  threaten  our  existence,  and  one  too  which  the 
people,  who  have  not  the  means  for  making  a  uni- 
ted efibrt,  cannot  overcome,  and  yet  Confess, 
which  alone  has  power  to  prescribe  the  national 
policy  and  direct  its  energies,  may  look  on  and 
weep  for  the  calamity,  but  cannot  extend  the  arm 
of  relief,  because  the  vrisdom  of  our  fathers  was 
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not  sufficient  to  proyide  for  the  exigency  ?  Long, 
very  long,  sir,  will  be  the  period  that  will  have 
elapsed  buefore  I  shall  have  come  to  that  conclusion. 

If  it  can  be  demonstrated  that  a  right  to  hold  a 
human  being  in  slavery  beyond  its  necessity,  is 
among  the  legitimate  attributes  of  sovereignty, 
and  that  slavery  is  not  an  evil,  I  shall  cheerfully 
yield  the  ground  to  those  now  opposed  to  me ;  but 
until  this  shall  be  made  to  appear,  I  shall  adhere 
to  my  positions,  and  shall  contend  that,  as  in  every 
country,  a  right  to  guard  itself  against  impending 
dangers  must  somewhere  exist;  and  as  in  this 
country,  and  upon  this  subject,  it  is  impossible  for 
it  to  be  exercised  with  efitnct,  but  by  tne  General 
Qovemment,  we  ought,  on  this  occasion,  as  does 
the  honorable  Speaker,  and  many  others,  now  op- 
posed to  me,  wnen  on  the  subject  of  internal  im- 
provementfi,  ^  give  such  an  enlarged  and  liberal 
construction  to  the  Constitution,"  as  will  enable 
us  ^Uo  provide  for  the  common  defence  and  gen- 
eral welfare,"  in  the  best  practicable  manner, 
while  no  attribute  of  sovereignty  shall  be  thereby 
infringed. 

Hitherto,  slavery  has  not  been  so  recognised  by 
the  Oeneral  Government,  as  to  cause  our  national 
character  to  be  materially  affected  by  it ;  fon  al- 
though there  are  States  in  the  Union  which,  from 
the  necessity  of  the  case,  may  be  termed  slave- 
holding  States,  it  cannot,  with  truth,  be  alleged 
that,  as  a  nation,  we  have  permitted  slavery.  But 
if,  under  present  circumstances.  Congress  shall  so- 
lemnl^r  decide  that  it  cannot  restrain  the  unlimited 
extension  of  it,  and  that  a  want  of  power  to  do 
so  results  from  an  unqualified  recognition  of  it  by 
the  Constitution,  our  national  character  will  be- 
come identified  with  it ;  and  instead  of  its  being 
considered^  as  heretofore,  a  local  malady,  and  sus- 
ceptible or  cure,  it  must  henceforth  be  regarded  as 
affeetin^  the  whole  system,  and  past  the  hc^  or 
possibility  of  a  remedy.  Permit  me  then  to  ex- 
press a  hope  that  ^^entlemen  will  yet  find  it  con- 
sistent with  their  views  of  the  Constitution  and 
the  best  interests  of  their  country  to  join  with  us 
in  limiting  an  evil  which  cannot  at  present  be  re- 
moved ;  and  that  we  may  continue  our  united  ef- 
forts to  cause  the  blessing  which  naturally  results 
from  the  labors  of  our  fathers,  to  be  universally 
felt  and  acknowledged^  while  evils,  which  are 
local  in  their  nature,  and  wJiich  cannot  be  dimin- 
ished by  dispersion,  may  be  made  to  continue  local 
till  removed,  and  our  national  character  thereby 
preserved. 

Could  I  feel  certain  there  would  be  no  accession 
to  the  present  number  of  slaves,  other  than  by  pro- 
creation, uninfluenced  by  an  extraordinary  de* 
mand,  a  question,  differing  very  widely  from  the 
present,  would  be  presented  for  my  decision.  But, 
sir,  we  must  take  men  and  things  as  they  are. 
Permit  it,  then,  over  the  boundless  regions  of  the 
West,  and  the  time  will  not  only  never  arrive 
when  slavery  can  be  extinguished,  not  even  with 
the  universal  consent  of  the  masters,  but  the  abso- 
lute certainty  that  the  scenes  which  have  been 
acted  at  St.  Domingo  will,  at  some  period,  be 
acted  in  this  country — ^will,  to  my  mind,  be  estab- 
lished beyond  a  douDt ;  for  ^<  the  justice  of  the  Al- 


mighty cannot  sleep  forever,"  nor  has  he  any  "at- 
tributes which  could  take  sides  with  us  in  such  a 
contest."  And  I  will  here  remark,  that,  although 
this  nation  is  not  chargeable  with  the  original  in- 
troduction of  slavery,  yet,  unless  it  shall  employ  all 
Practicable  means  to  ameliorate  its  condition,  and 
nally  extinguish  it,  we  must,  in  the  view  of 
Heaven,  of  reason,  and  common  sense,  be  regarded 
as  trespassers  from  the  beginning,  and  hud  an- 
swerable for  all  the  direful  consequences. 

The  increase  by  procreation  is  capable  of  being 
extended  almost  without  limits ;  and,  until  man 
shall  cease  to  make  merchandise  of  his  fellow,  it 
will  extend  with  the  extension  of  demand ;  and 
you  may  pass  what  laws  you  will  against  the  im- 
portation, employ,  if  you  please,  the  whole  Army 
and  Navy  of  the  country  to  enforce  them,  and  yet 
if  the  demand  be  great,  the  unfortunate  Africans 
will  be  torn  from  their  country,  and,  with  thous- 
ands of  the  American  free  blacKs,  doomed  to  sup- 
ply the  demand.  All  our  experience  proves^  that 
wherever  there  is  a  demand  for  a  commodity,  it 
will  be  supplied ;  and,  if  the  demand  cease^  the 
commodity  will  disappear.  It  is  by  limitins  the 
demand^  tnen.  and  by  that  alone,  that  I  can  look 
with  the  smallest  degree  of  confidence,  to  a  period 
when  slavery  and  its  miseries  and  misfbrtanes  shall 
cease  to  exist,  or  our  country  rendered  safe  against 
some  dreadful  catastrophe. 

I  admit,  that  to  limit  the  demand^  will  afiect  the 
value  of  tnat  species  of  property,  (if  such  gentle- 
men will  call  it,)  so  far  as  its  value  depends  on  its 
conveniency  as  an  article  of  merchandise  ^  and  so 
far  also,  as  a  right  of  property  can  exist  in  unborn 
millions  of  the  numan  race.  But  I  submit  to  the 
candor  and  good  sense  of  that  portion  of  mv  fellow 
citizens  who  are  possessed  of  it,  whether  tney  can 
reasonably  require  from  us,  that  we  should  keep 
open  an  unlimited  demand,  at  the  expense  of  our 
national  character,  as  we  believe ;  m  exposition 
to  the  influence  ot  religion,  and  the  dictates  of 
humanity ;  and  in  a  total  disregard  for  the  perpe- 
tuity of  our  institutions,  and  the  happiness  of  all 
succeeding  generations? 

I  certainly  feel  no  disposition  to  confine  the 
present  slave  population  withia  so  narrow  limits 
as  to  render  their  miserable  condition  more  miser- 
aUe ;  and  when  the  country  between  Pennsylvania 
on  the  north,  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  on  the  south^  the 
Atlantic  on  the  east,  and  the  Ohio,  the  Mississippi, 
and  the  western  boundary  of  Louisiana,  on  the 
west,  or  so  much  of  it  as  shall  continue  to  permit 
slavery,  a  large  portion  of  which  is  yet  a  wildci^ 
ness^  shaU  become  so  populous  as  to  render  an  ex- 
tension necessary,  either  for  the  happiness  of  the 
slave  or  the  safety  of  the  master,  I  would  then, 
and  not  till  thai,  agree  to  its  extension.  But  I 
never  can  consent^  under  any  circumstances,  to 
^ive  my  aid  in  fbmishing  new  facilities  for  acquir- 
ing and  perpetuating  a  property  in  human  beings. 
I  have  purposely  omitted  to  urge  the  expediency 
of  the  proposition,  as  enforced  by  a  consideration 
of  the  agonies,  the  sighs,  the  floods  of  tears,  which 
accompany  even  the  domestic  traffic  in  slaves ;  a 
traffic,  in  which  the  most  endearing  ties,  incident 
to  human  nature,  are  broken  up,  and  forever  dis- 
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solved ;  a  consideratiozi  which,  with  me,  has  an  I 
irresistible  influence.  But,  gentlemen  will  per- 
ceiTe  that  it  must  be  extremely  unpleaKant  to  dwell 
upon  it  here.  I  shall,  therefore,  pass  it  by,  with 
sim]^Teadiii^  a  short  extract  from  a  Virginia  paper, 
the  Norfolk  Herald.  It  is  true  that  the  article  in 
question  was  not  published  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
forming the  present  or  future  generations,  of  the 
cruelties  which  accompany  the  traffic,  but  to  de- 
scribe such  as  -were  practised  by  the  late  enemy, 
in  capturing  and  carrying  away  slaves ;  still,  if 
thev  are  correctly  described  in  the  one  case,  I  ap- 
preneud  a  true  picture  is  presented  of  such  as  re- 
sult from  the  other. 

"*  To  take  cattle,  or  othM  stodu,  would  be  conmatent 
with  the  Heaves  of  dniiied  w«r£ire ;  but  to  take  ne- 
groes, who  are  human  beinge— -to  tear  them  forever 
from  their  kindred  and  connexions,  ii  what  we  should 
never  expect  from  a  Christian  nation,  especialij  one 
that  has  done  ao  much  to  abolish  the  <  slave  trade.' 
There  are  negroes  in  Virginia,  and,  we  believe,  in  all 
the  Sonthem  Btateei,  who  have  their  interests  and  af- 
fections as  stioDgly  engrafted  in  their  hearts  as  the 
whites ;  and  who  feel  the  sacred  ties  of  filial,  parental, 
and  oonJQgal  aflections,  equally  strong,  and  who  are 
warmly  attached  to  their  owners  and  the  scenes  of 
their  nativi^.  To  those  no  indncements  which  the 
enemy  cooU  ofier  would  be  suffieient  to  tempt  them 
away  ;  to  drmg  them  away,  then,  by  force,  would  be 
the  greatest  cruelty.  Yes,  it  is  reserved  for  England, 
who  bomstM  of  her  religion  and  love  of  humanity,  to 
practise  this  piece  of  cruelty,  so  repugnant  to  the  dic- 
tates of  Christianity  and  civiliaation." 

And,  I  ask,  sir,  if  '^  this  piece  of  cruelty"  is  not 
every  day  practised  by  men  claiming  to  be  Amer- 
ican citizens,  in  the  prosecution  of  the  domestic 
trade? 

A  r^;ard  for  the  morals,  the  manners,  and  the 
industry,  of  *'  endless  generations  proceeding  from 
us,"  must  also  forcibly  urge  the  expediency  of  the 
proposed  measure :  but  I  doubt  whether  this  is  a 
«ui table  time  and  place  to  enter  upon  the  discussion 
of  this  hraneh  of  the  subject.  Should  any  gende- 
man  wish  for  information  in  regard  to  it,  I  will 
refer  him  to  one,  than  whom  none  is  better  qual- 
Liied  to  give  it.  Let  him  go  to  our  library,  and 
consult  the  venerable  Jefferson ;  there  he  will  learn 
the  opinion  of  that  enlightened  statesman  and 
philosopher  upon  this  interesting  subject,  and 
there  he  will  behold  him  "  trembling  for  his  coun- 

*  try,  while  he  reflects  that  God  is  just,  and  that 
'  his  JQstioe  cannot  sleep  forever;  that,  considering 
'  nature,  ntunbers.  and  actual  means  only^  a  revolu- 
*■  tion  in  the  wheel  of  fortune,  a  change  of^situation, 
'  is  among  possible  events,  and  may  become  pro- 
'  bable  by  supernatural  interference."  Let  him  learn 
from  him,  also,  the  "execrations"  with  which  "  the 
<  statesman  should  be  loaded,  who,  permitting  one- 
'  half  of  the  citizens  thus  to  trample  on  the  rights 
'  of  the  other,  transforms  those  into  despots,  and 
^  these  into  enemies;  destroys  the  morals  of  the 

*  one  part,  and  the  cmuyrpalrioe  of  the  other."  And 
I  ask  him.  then,  to  inform  me,  whether  we  can  be 
hr-ld  guiltless,  if  we  permit  a  state  of  things,  which 
Coagrcbs  alone  has  the  power  to  prevent,  the  un- 
deniable tendency  of  which  must  be,  to  perpetuate 


slavery  to  the  latest  period  of  time,  or  extinguish 
our  innocent  posterity  from  the  earth;  remove 
from  its  foundations  the  noble  edifice  which  has 
been  reared  by  the  hands  of  our  fathers,  and  ce- 
mented with  their  blood ;  and  annihilate  the  cheer- 
ing prospects  of  the  philanthropists  in  every  quarter 
of  the  world,  who  nave  looked,  with  enraptured 
delight,  to  the  great  results  anticipated  from  the 
influence  of  our  example. 

Mr.  Chairman,  to  tne  remarks  already  offered, 
and  to  which  I  have  been  honored  with  the  patient 
indulgence  of  the  Committee,  I  will  only  add,  that 
it  is  impossible  for  any  one  to  re^et  more  sincerely 
than  myself  the  difference  of  opmion  which  exists 
upon  this  subject ;  a  regret  wnich  is  exceedingly 
augmented  by  the  circumstance,  that  gentlemen, 
coming  from  nearly  equal  moieties  of  the  Union, 
are.  almost  to  a  man,  arrayed  aeainst  each  other ; 
anu  from  one,  composing  nearly  the  half  of  this 
body,  it  is  believed  without  a  dissentient ;  a  cir- 
cumstance calculated  to  induce  an  apprehension 
that  one  or  the  other  of  the  great  divisions  have 
either  lost  sight  of  the  Constitution  or  the  best  in- 
terests of  die  country,  and  possibly  both.  Nothing, 
I  am  sensible,  can  be  more  prejudicial  to  the  hap- 
piness and  prosperity  of  this  nation  than  local, 
sectional  jealousies,  either  among  the  people  or^ 
members  of  the  Government;  jealousies  which, 
on  former  occasions,  the  utmost  of  my  powers  have 
been  employed  to  prevent,  and  not,  as  I  believe, 
without  some  success.  The  same  efforts,  sir,  will 
be  continued ;  but,  if  gendemen  shall  insist  on  a 
righl  to  spread  a  slave  population  over  any  portion 
of  this  country,  in  which  the  few  inhabitants,  who 
may  be  there  at  a  eiven  period,  will  yield  their  as- 
sent, and  if  they  shall  continue,  to  the  extent  of 
their  powers,  to  enforce  their  supposed  rights^  re- 
gardless of  the  will  of  the  great  majority  ot  the 
free  citizens  of  the  nation,  whose  lives  and  fortunes 
are  pledged  for  its  safety,  I  cannot  flatter  myself 
that,  in  Future,  my  efforts  will  be  crowned  with 
their  usual  success.  For  I  have  no  reason  to  expect 
that  it  is  possible  to  effect  such  a  revolution  in  the 
minds  of  men  unaccustomed  to  a  belief  that  slavery 
is  ordained  by  Grod,  as  to  procure  their  wsaeoX  to 
the  existence  of  such  a  right,  and  that  thev  are 
bound  to  submit,  without  a  murmur,  to  all  the 
evils  resulting  from  its  unlimited  exercise. 

If,  instead  of  pursuing  a  policy  which,  in  my 
judgment,  will  fasten  slavery  upon  our  country 
beyond  the  hope  of  relief,  except  oy  some  dreadful 
convulsion,  and  even  render  that  certain,  and  the 
issue  doubtful,  gentlemen  will  commence  the  work 
of  providing  for  its  gradual  decline,  by  prescribing 
bounds  to  it,  and  in  whatever  other  manner  which 
shall  be  fair  and  practicable,  they  may  be  assured 
of  my  co-operation  to  the  extent  of  my  powers ; 
and,  if  necessary,  I  would  consent  that  the  proceeds 
of  sill  the  puUic  lands  be  applied  to  that  object. 
I  would  even  go  further :  I  would  mortgage  the 
premises  on  which  I  live,  and  which  have  been 
rendered  dear  to  me  from  circumstances  that  I  have 
there,  by  the  successful  influence  of  my  example, 
taught  my  sons  to  cultivate  the  earth,  while  my 
daughters  have  been  instructed  in  the  manufacture 
of  clothing  for  themselves  and  brothers,  extending 
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even  to  those  I  have  now  the  honor  to  wear^  and 
in  the  useful  labors  of  the  kitchen.*    But  if,  in 

?ilace  of  this,  gentlemen  shall  require  an  admission 
rom  us,  that  a  right  to  impose  involuntary  servi- 
tude upon  endless  generations  of  the  human  race, 
has  been  recognised  bv  our  fathers  as  an  attribute 
of  sovereignty,  over  which  we  have  no  control ;  or, 
that  we  should  now  sanction  the  principle  by  a 
national  act,  and  thus  put  if  out  of  the  power  of 
our  descendants  to  secure  to  themselves  a  safe  and 
happy  condition,  we  have  no  alternative  left  but 
to  continue  our  efforts  to  preserve  what  we  believe 
the  best  interests  of  our  country,  in  the  manner 
proposed.  In  default  of  which  jposterity  would 
weep  for  our  weakness  and  want  ot  regard  for  their 
wel&re. 


Maine  into  the  Union,"  wiih  amendments,  la 
which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Smtth,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  \!tit 
Reverend  Aaron  J.  Booge,  reported  the  following 
resolution : 


Fbiday,  February  18. 

Mr.  TvLBR  presented  a  memorial  of  the  ''  Vir- 
ginia Society  for  promoting  Agriculture,"  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  several  petitions  and  memorials  wnich 
have  been  presented  to  Congress  at  the  present  ses- 
sion, for  additional  duties  upon  the  importation  of 
foreign  manufactured  goods,  by  way  of  protection 
to  the  manufacturing  interest  ot  the  country;  which 
memorial  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  regulating 
the  payment  of  duties  on  merchandise  imported, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  Beecher  presented  jpetitions  from  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  State  of  6hio,  praying  that  pro- 
vision may  be  made  whereby  a  part  of  the  money 
drawn  from  them,  for  the  payment  of  their  lands, 
may  be  expended  among  tnem  towards  the  inter- 
nal improvement  of  the  country ;  and  that  an  ex- 
tension of  credit  may  be  allowed  to  those  indebted 
to  Government  for  the  purchase  of  lands — Re- 
ferred. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  '^An  act  confirming  Anthony 
Cavalier  and  Peter  Petit  in  their  claim  to  a  tract 
of  land,"  made  a  detailed  report  thereon,  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  said  bill. 

Ordered^  Tnat  the  said  bill  be  read  a  third  time 
on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Willi  AMU,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
also  made  report  on  the  petition  of  Jacob  Konkopot 
and  others,  of  the  nation  of  Stockbridge  Indians, 
residing  in  the  State  of  New  York,  accompanied 
with  a  bill  for  their  relief;  which  bill  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to  which  is  committed  the  report  of  the 
same  committee  on  the  case  of  William  Hender- 
son. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  of  this  House, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  admission  of  the  State  of 


*  When  this  subject  was  under  consideration  at  the 
last  Beation,  the  honorable  Speaker  remarked  to  the 
following  effect :  "  If  gentlemen  will  not  allow  us  to 
have  black  slaves,  they  mast  let  us  have  white  ones ; 
for  we  cannot  cut  our  firewood,  and  black  our  shoes, 
and  have  our  wives  and  daoghten  work  in  the  kitchen." 


*'  Resohed^  That  the  petition  of  Aaron  J.  Booge, 
late  a  Chsplatn  in  the  Army  of  the  United  Slates, 
prsying  that  a  law  may  be  passed  lor  appotntiDgCh«p- 
lains  to  the  Army,  ought  not  to  be  granted." 

The  resolution  was  read  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Smyth,  from  the  same  committee,  also  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Berrvman  Green,  ad- 
ministrator of  Samuel  Kerby,  deceased;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Cook  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Btaohtdj  That  the  Committee  on  the  Pablic  Ltnsk 
be  instnicted  to  report  a  bill  allowing  to  each  of  the 
officers  and  privates,  or  their  legal  representatives,  of 
the  Illinois  regiment,  organixed  by  the  (itate  of  Virginia, 
for  the  reduction  of  the  British  poets  northwest  of  the 
river  Ohio,  daring  the  Revolutionary  war,  who  have 
received  no  share  of  the  land  set  apart  by  that  8tale 
for  that  regiment,  a  quantity  of  land  eqnal  to  the 
amount  already  received  by  a  part  of  that  regiment, 
and  according  to  the  principles  upon  which  that  al)ow> 
ance  was  regulated  by  the  laws  of  Virginia. 

Some  conversation  took  place  between  Mes^srs. 
Cook  and  Campbell,  on  this  resolution,  in  which 
the  latter  proposed,  and  the  former  agreed,  lo 
modify  the  motion,  so  as  to  direct  the  committee 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  the  object,  instead 
of  instructing  them  to  report  a  bill. 

The  following  Message  was  receired  from  th(> 
Presioent  of  the  Uniteo  States: 

To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  UruUd  States  .- 

In  conformity  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  24th  January,  1820,  requesting  me 
**  to  inform  the  House  what  loans  (if  any)  have  been 
msde  since  the  peace,  to  private  cttixens,  of  powder, 
lead,  and  other  munitions,  belonging  to  the  Govern- 
ment, by  officera  of  any  department  of  the  Army 
or  Navy  ;  specifying  the  times,  terms,  objecle,  and  ex- 
tent, of  such  loans ;  the  names  of  the  persons  by  whom, 
and  to  whom,  made  ;  the  different  times  of  repayment, 
and  also  the  amount  of  the  ultimate  loss  (if  any)  iikelj 
to  be  incurred  by  the  Government  in  consequence 
thereof,"  I  now  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  War,  which,  with  the  accompanying  document!, 
contains  all  the  information  that  can  be  furniahed  oc 
the  subject. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
WASHiireToir,  February  8,  1820. 

The  Message  and  documents  were  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Meios,  of  New  York,  moved  for  the  consid- 
eration of  a  proposition  submitted  by  him,  a  few 
days  ago,  for  makin|^  a  certain  appropriation  oi 
the  public  lands,  (tor  the  gradual  abolition  or' 
slavery;)  and  was  proceeding  to  assign  reason ^ 
why  be  thought  such  a  proposition  ought  to  be 
adopted,  when  the  Speaker  suggested  to  him  that. 
in  moving  for  the  consideration  of  any  propositi<<i 
lying  on  the  table,  it  was  not  in  order  to  debate  it. 
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From  this  decision  Mr.  Meiqs 
House;  and,  the  question  being 
of  (he  Speaker  was  affinned  by 
The  qaestion  was  then  taken,  on 
tion,  to  proceed  to  consider  his 
ilecided  in  the  negatire,  without 


appealed  to  the 
put,  the  decision 
a  large  majority. 
Mr.  Meigs's  mo- 
proposition,  and 
a  division. 


THE  MISSOURI  BILL. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  this  bill. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  of  South  Carolina,  rose  and  ad- 
dresvsed  the  Committee,  in  a  speech  of  more  than 
three  hours,  aigainst  the  right  and  expediency  of 
the  proposed  restriction. 

The  Conunittee  then  rose,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Plgmer,  of  New^  Hampshire ;  and  the  House  ad- 
iourned. 


Saturday,  February  19. 

Mr.  Cajcnon  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion : 

Resohedt  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to 
lay  before  this  Hoose  a  statement  of  the  whole  nam- 
ber  that  have  been  educated  at  the  Military  Academy 
»jnce  ita  first  establiahment,  from  the  Dialrict  of  Co- 
lumbia, also,  from  each  Stata  and    territory  in  the 
Union;  the  number  now  at  said  academy  from  the 
District,  and  froiB  each  Stata  and  tarritory,  and  the 
n  amber  that  are  now  in  the  army  or  navy  of  the  Unitad 
States  that  have  been  educatad  at  said  academy,  and 
the  place  or  appointment  each  fills  in  said  army  or 
navy ;  also,  the  number  now  at  said  academy  that 
are  orphans  of  those  who  have  fallen  in  defence  of 
iheir  country,  or  died  in  iU  service  daring  the  lata 
war ;  and  the  district,  State,  or  territory  (if  there  are 
any)  they  are  from ;  also,  to  state  the  whole  amount, 
including  pay*  subsistance,  and  every  other  expendi- 
ture made  by  the  General  Government  on  account  of 
said  institution,  from  its  first  establishment  up  to  the 
present  time- 
Mr.  Rich  suggested  that  a  part,  if  not  most,  of 
the  information  called  for  by  the  resolution,  had 
already  been  called  for  by  resolutions  of  the  House, 
of  the  last  and  present  sessions,  and  was  in  part 
rt-ndered  ;  that  a  farther  report  might  be  expected 
in  a  few  days  from  the  War  Department,  and  un- 
til it  was  seen  -what  part  of  the  information  re- 
quired br  the  present  motion  should  not  be  report- 
^  it  had  better  lie  on  the  table,  which  he  moved. 
Mr.  Canhon  and  Mr.  Stevens  opposed  the  mo- 
tion to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table,  because, 
should  the  resolution  repeat  any  call  neretofore 
made,  the  Secretary  would  report  such  information 
only  as  should  not  have  been  previously  required 
and  rendered,  dbc. 

The  q^Mstion  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table 
was  agreed  to,  67  to  42. 

MAmE  AND  MISSOURI. 

The  House  took  up  the  amendmenta  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bill  for  the  admission  of  Maine ; 
vrhieh  amendments  propose  to  authorize,  by  the 
same  bill,  the  people  of  Missouri  to  form  a  State 
:rovemment,  w^ithout  the  slave  restriction,  but  con- 
taining a  clatise  to  exclude  slavery  from  all  the 
territory  west  of  the  Mississippi  which  lies  north 


of  thirty-six  degrees  thirty  minutes  north  latitude, 
except  the  proposed  State  of  Missouri. 

Mr.  Taylor  moved  that  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate  be  disagreed  to  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Scott,  of  Missouri,  moved  that  they  be 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  which 
at  present  has  under  consideration  the  Missouri  bill 
of  this  House — which  motion  had  precedence  of 
the  motion  to  disagree. 

On  these  motions,  and  those  that  are  subsequent- 
ly mentioned,  a  Iod^  and  animated  discussion  took 
place,  of  which  the  loUowinff  is  scarcely  more  than 
an  enumeration  of  the  gentlemen  who  spoke,  and 
an  indication  of  the  sides  they  respectively  took. 

Mr.  Holmes  hoped  the  amendments  would  not 
be  committed.  It  they  were,  it  would  be  some 
time  before  they  could  be  acted  on,  as  there  were, 
he  believed,  at  least  thirty  speeches  yet  to  be  deliv- 
ered on  the  restrictive  proposition  now  before  that 
Committee;  and  until  that  proposition  was  de- 
cided, the  Committee  of  the  Whole  would  not 
take  up  the  amendments  of  the  Senate:  in  the 
mean  time,  the  period  allowed  by  the  law  of  Mas- 
sachusetts (the  3d  of  March)  for  the  consent  of 
Congress  to  the  admission  ot  Maine  would  arrive, 
and  all  that  had  been  done  would  be  lost.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  that  the  House  would  act  prompt- 
ly on  these  amendmenta;  separate  the  twosubjecta, 
and  ffive  ita  consent  to  the  admission  of  Maine,  to 
whicn  no  one  had  objected,  or  could  object,  dec. 

Mr.  CuLPEPER  was  willing  to  admit  Maine  un- 
connected with  Missouri;  but  as  they  had  been 
united  by  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  the 
amendment  ought  to  take  the  usual  course,  and  be 
treated  with  that  courtesy  and  respect  which  the 
source  of  the  amendments  entitled  them  to,  dec. 

Mr.  Smyth,  of  Virginia,  for  the  purpose  of  al- 
lowing time  for  the  debate  on  the  restriction  to  be 
brought  to  a  close  before  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate  should  be  taken  up,  moved  that  they  be 
postponed  to  next  Monday  week ;  which  motion 
was  lost  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  S.  then  moved  their  postponement  to  next 
Monday ;  which  was  also  negatived. 

Mr.  KnwARus,  of  North  Carolina,  was  in  favor 
of  the  commitment,  because  they  would  consume 
no  more  time  if  they  took  that  course,  which  was 
usual  and  proper,  than  if  taken  up  in  the  House, 
where  they  would  be  just  as  much  debated,  dbc. 

Mr.  Strother  was  against  an  immediate  deci- 
sion of  the  amendmenta,  and  in  favor  of  their  com- 
mitment. .The  amendmenta  contained  new  fea- 
tures, which  required  reflection ;  that  proposing  a 
compromise,  for  instance.  These  questions  the 
House  could  not  be  prepared  to  decide  at  once, 
because  ita  attention  had  been  exclusively  taken 
up  in  considering  the  restrictive  question.  It  was 
not  proper  that  the  House  should  be  driven  into 
the  instant  decision  of  questions  of  such  immense 
magnitude.  He  wished  not  any  lon^  period  of 
postponement:  but  was  averse  to  acting  hastily, 
and  without  deliberation.  Mr.  S.  spoke  at  some 
length  to  enforce  and  illustrate  the  opinions  stated 
here  in  substance  only. 

Mr.  Livermore  strongly  disapproved  of  the  con- 
nexion of  the  bills  as  they  came  from  the  Senate ; 
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proper ;  that  the  coarse  taken  by  the  Senate  was 
not  unosnal  or  unnatural ;  and  tliat,  whatever  the 
decision  on  them  here,  he  doubted  whether  t^at 
body  woold  recede. 

Mr.  Smitr,  of  Maryland,  opposed  the  commit- 
ment as  useless,  and  argued  to  show  that  it  would 
not  sare  time;  that  it  would  be  attended  with 
inconrenience,  without  producing  any  benefit,  ^. 

Mr.  Bbowtv,  of  Kentucky,  spoke  at  considerable 
leagth,  and  very  warmly,  against  the  proposition 
to  force  members  into  an  instant  decision  of  this 
important  question.  He  maintained  the  justice 
and  fairness  of  allowing  time  for  an  examination 
of  the  amendments,  and  for  preparation  for  a 
decision ;  and  condemned  strongly  the  attempt  to 
coerce  the  House  into  an  immediate  vote  on  a  sub^ 
ject  so  iHtle  understood  and  so  important. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  was  m  favor  of  com- 
Diitdng  the  hill,  not  because  he  was  in  favor  of 
uniting  Maine  and  Missouri,  for  he  was  decidedly 
opposed  to  the  union ;  and  if  he  supposed  the  com- 
mitment would  retard  the  admission  of  Maine,  he 
should  be  opposed  to  it ;  but  this  could  not  be  the 
efieet ;  it  wtrald  be  decided  as  soon  as  the  question 
now  under  ooosideration  could  be.  He  had  op- 
posed the  union  of  the  bills  when  the  subject  was 
ori^nally  hefore  the  House ;  he  was  still  opposed 
to  It.  beeauae  he  deemed  it  a  dangerous  mode  of 
l^islaCioD,  and  would  vote  to  disunite  them,  when- 
erer  Che  subject  should  come  distinctly  before  the 
House.  But  the  union  of  Missouri  with  Maine 
was  not  the  only  amendment  the  Senate  had  made : 
they  had  introduced  another  of  equal,  if  not  of 
greater  importance^that  which  prohibited  the  in- 
troduction of  slavery  into  the  Territories.  He  was 
in  favor  of  this  proposition  ;  he  presumed  all  the 
advocates  of  restnction  would  also  be  in  favor  of  it. 
It  inras  an  amendment  of  vast  importance,  which 
mi^ht  as^  properly  be  introduced  mto  the  bill  for 
the  admission  of  Maine  as  in  one  for  the  admis- 
sion of  Missouri,  or  in  a  distinct  bill.  It  was  be- 
cause this  was  an  imoortant  subject  that  he  wished 
tt  to  be  duly  weigned  and  considered.  It  also 
embraced  the  basis  of  a  compromise,  which  had 
been  adjusted  in  the  Senate,  after  great  delibera- 
tion. I>esiroa8  as  he  was  of  quieting  public  excite- 
ment, on  some  principle  of  compromise,  he  hoped 
time  would  be  afibrded  to  test  its  practicability. 
If  Bitaaouh  should  be  stricken  from  the  bill,  this 
amendmoit,  •being  a  distinct  proposition,  would 
rem»m,aDd  deserved  to  be  considered.  If  he  were 
now^  famk  lo  vote  upon  the  rejection  of  the  amend- 
ments 0[  ihe  Senate,  opposed  as  he  was  to  the 
union  of  IfMne  Irith  Missouri,  he  should  be  com- 
pelled to  vole  against  both  provisions,  and  thus  aid 
in  defeatiiig  a  compromise  which  he  was  so  anx- 
ious to  efieet  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  bill 
would  be  committed. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  committing  the 
bill  and  amendments,  and  decided  in  the  negative, 
by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

YxAS — Msisr*.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Tennes- 
see, Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia, 
BarbooT,  Bayly,  Bloomfieid,  Brevard,  Brown,  Bryan, 
Baiwell,  Butler  of  Ijoniiiana,  Cannon,  Cobb,  Cocke, 
Crawfind,  Orowell,    Calbrelh,    Culpeper,   Cnthbert, 
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Earle,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Ervin,  Floyd,  Gar- 
nett.  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Hardin,  Hooka,  Johnson, 
Jonef  of  Virginia,  Jonea  of  Tennessee,  Kent,  Kinaey, 
Little,  Lowndes,  McCoy,  McCrearj,  McLane  of  Dela- 
ware, McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mercer,  Metcalf,  Neale, 
Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Overstreet,  Pindall, 
Quarles,  Rankin,  Reed,  Rhea,  Ringgold,  Robertson, 
Shaw,  Simkins,  Slocomb,  B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  A. 
Smyth  of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Strotber, 
Swearingen,  Terrr II,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of 
South  Carolina,  Tyler.  Walker  of  North  Carolina, 
Warfield,  Williams  of  Virginia,  and  Williams  of  North 
Carolina — 70, 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Massachasetta, 
Allen  of  New  York,  Baker,  Baldwin,  Ball,  Bateman, 
Beecher,  Boden,  Brush,  Buffam,  Barton,  Butler  of 
New  Hampahire,  Campbell,  Case,  Clagett,  Clarke, 
Cook,  Crafis,  Cuahman,  Darlington,  Davidson,  Den- 
nison,  Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Dowse,  Eddy,  Edwards  of 
Connecticut,  Edward*  of  PennsyWania,  Fay,  Fisher, 
Folger,  Foot,  Forrest,  Fuller,  Fullerton,  Groas  of  New 
York,  Grosa  of  PennavHrania,  Guyon,  Hackley,  Hall  of 
New  York,  Hasard,  Hemphill,  Hendricka,  Herrick, 
Hibahman,  Heister,  Hill,  Holmes,  Hostetter,  Kendall, 
Kinsley,  Lathrop,  Lincoln,  Linn,  Livermore,  Lyman, 
Maclay,  Mallary,  Marchand,  Mason,  Meech,  Meigs, 
R.  Moore,  S.  Moore,  MonelJ,  Morton,  Moaeley,  Mur- 
ray, Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Parker  of  Massachu- 
setts, Parker  of  Virginia,  Patteraon,  Phelps,  Philson, 
Pitcher,  Plumer,  Rich,  Richards,  Richmond,  Rogers, 
Ross,  Russ,  Sampson,  Sergeant,  Settle,  Silsbee,  Sloan, 
Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Southard, 
Stevens,  Storrs,  Street,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Strong  of 
New  York,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Tomltnson,  Tpmpkins,  Tracy, 
Upham,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Wendover,  Whit- 
man, and  Wood — 107. 

Mr.  Smyth,  of  Virginia,  then  moved  to  lay  the 
amendments  on  the  table,  and  print  them,  that  the 
House  might  at  least  see  what  it  was  called  on  to 
decide;  which  motion  was  also  lost — ^yeas  77, 
nays  96. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  motion  to  disa- 
gree to  the  amendments — 

Mr.  SiMKiNs  moved  that  the  amendments  be 
postponed  to  Tuesday,  and  be  printed ;  declaring 
that  he  was  wholly  unprepared  at  present  to  vote 
on  the  subject:  and  supported  his  motion  in  a 
speech  of  some  length.  The  motion  was  assented 
to  by  Mr.  Taylor,  and  supported  by  Messrs.  Rhea, 
CoLPEPER,  Stevens,  Storrs,  and  Baldwin; 
the  last  named  gentleman,  amonff  other  remarks, 
denying  that  the  amendment  called  a  camprtmiH^ 
could  be  called  so  with  propriety,  inasmuch  as  it 
was  inconsistent  with  the  Constitution,  and  the 
whole  course  of  legislation  for  thirty  years. 

The  motion  to  postpone  was  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Whitman,  Livermore,  and  Holmes,  because 
they  were  opposed  to  any  delay,  as  it  mi^ht  en- 
danger the  fate  of  the  Maine  bill,  which  thev  de- 
sired to  have  separated  from  the  other  subject 
immediately,  and  disposed  of  as  justice  and  fair- 
ness required. 

The  question  being  taken  on  postponing  the  bill 
to  Tuesday,  and  printing  the  amendments,  was 
carried  by  a  large  majority ;  and  the  House  ad- 
journed. 
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Monday,  February  21. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Daniel  Converse,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
for  his  relief;  which  bill  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary^  reported  a  bill  altering  the  place  of  hold- 
ing the  circuit  and  district  courts  in  the  district  of 
Omo ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  confirming  Anthony 
Cavalier  and  Peter  Pettit  in  their  claim  to  a  tract 
of  land,  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  McCoy  moved  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
solution offered  by  Mr.  Cooke,  of  Illinob,  on  the 
17th  instant,  in  relation  to  the  bounty  lands  lying 
in  Illinois,  promised  by  the  State  of  Virginia  to 
Colonel  Clark's  regimen t^  in  the  Revolutionary 
war.  His  motion  to  consider  was  lost  by  a  large 
majority. 

MILITARY  ACADEMY. 

Mr  Smyth,  of  Virginia,  in  pursuance  of  instruc- 
tion from  the  Committee  on  Military  A£birs, 
moved  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution : 

JResohed,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  cause 
to  be  prepared  and  submitted  to  Congress  a  system  of 
regulations  for  the  government  of  the  Militsry  Acad- 
emy at  West  Point. 

This  proposition  gave  rise  to  some  conversation. 
Mr.  Anderson  did  not  conceive  it  to  propose  a 
usual  or  proper  course  of  proceeding;  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  President  to  execute  the  law,  but  of 
this  House  to  devise  and  frame  it,  &c.  Mr.  Cul- 
PEPER  expressed  substantially  the  same  sentiment. 
Mr.  S.  Parker  said  the  President  had  already,  in 
a  recent  case,  decided  that  the  Academy  should  be 
under  the  government  of  martial  law :  if  the  Mili- 
tary Committee  was  of  a  different  opinion,  they 
ought  so  specifically  to  report.  Mr.  Cannon  sug- 
gested that  it  might  be  found  necessary  to  abolish 
this  Academy — ^he  being  of  that  opinion ;  and  he 
desired  therefore  a  particular  inquiry  and  report 
upon  the  subject  by  a  committee  of  this  House. 
Mr.  Little  opposed  the  recommitment  which  was 
proposed ;  but  wished  to  modify  the  proposition  so 
as  to  call  on  the  Secretary  of  War  instead  of  the 
President,  to  report  upon  the  subject.  Mr.  Foot 
was  in  favor  or  recommitment,  and  expressed  his 
wish  for  further  information  and  inquiry  on  the 
subject. 

The  result  was,  that,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rhea, 
the  proposition  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs,  with  instructions  to  report  to 
this  House  a  system  of  regulation  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Academy. 

OUR  AFFAIRS  WITH  SPAIN. 

Mr.  Reio,  of  Georgia,  submitted  for  considera- 
tion the  following  resolution : 

Ruoktd,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  impsrt  to  this  House  any  communica- 
tions touching  the  Florida  Treaty,  which  may  have 
bean  received  from  our  Minister  Plenipotentiary  at 
the  Court  of  Spain,  which  have  not  been  heretofore 


communicated,  [and  which,  in  his  opinion,  it  may  not 
be  inconsistent  with  the  public  interest  to  communi- 
cate.] 

The  concluding  clause  was  adopted  with  the  I 
consent  of  the  mover,  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Taylor,  of  New  York. 

Mr.  Cocke  moved  to  extend  the  scope  of  the 
motion  to  communications  from  any  other  sources 
than  our  Minister  in  Spain. 

Mr.  Reiu  objecting  to  the  form  of  the  proposed 
amendment,  rather  than  to  its  object — 

Mr.  Cocke  moved  to  lay  the  proposition  on  the 
table ;  which  motion  was  carried,  65  to  62. 

MISSOURI  BILL. 

The  House  then  resumed,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  this  bill  and  the  pro- 
posed amendment. 

Mr.  Pldmeb,  of  New  Hampshire,  addressed  the 
Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman,  there  are  many  considerations 
which  seem  to  me  not  only  to  justify,  but  to  ren- 
der necessary  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  (Mr.  Taylor,)  to  the  bill 
now  under  discussion.  Some  of  the  most  impor- 
tant of  these  I  shall  endeavor  to  explain  to  the 
Conunittee. 

It  will,  I  fear,  be  hardly  thought  respectful^  at 
this  late  period  of  the  debate,  to  inquire  what  it  is 
that  we  propose  to  do  by  the  bill  on  your  table  ? 
Yet,  a  correct  answer  to  this  inquiry  would,  in  my 
opinion,  go  far  to  prove  that  very  many  of  the  olh 

1'ections  made  to  tne  amendment  proposed  by  the 
Lonorable  gentleman  from  New  York,  have  little 
or  no  bearing  on  the  real  merits  of  the  present 

?uestion.  This  is  by  no  means  an  unusual  case, 
t  will^  I  believe,  be  generally  found  that  we  err  in 
our  opinions  principally  because  we  do  not  under- 
stand ourselres;  and  that'we  differ  from  others 
principally  because  we  do  not  understand  them, 
what,  then,  is  the  real  nature  of  this  transaction  ? 
The  people  of  Missouri  have  applied  to  Congress 
for  leave  to  form  a  constitution,  and  to  be  admitted 
into  the  Union  as  an  independent  State.  By  the 
bill  now  under  discussion,  we  are  about  to  inform 
them,  in  answer  to  their  memorial,  what  are  the 
terms  and  conditions  on  which  we  are  willing,  at 
this  time,  to  grant  their  request.  The  first  of  U^ese 
conditions  is,  that  the  new  State  shall  consist  of  a 
certain  extent  of  territory,  different  from  that  pro- 
posed in  their  memorial,  and  different  from  that 
embraced  within  their  present  limits,  and  in  both 
these  respects  differing  Irom  their  request ;  the  sec- 
ond is,  that  their  constitution  shall  be  republican  ; 
and  the  third,  which  is  the  object  of  the  present 
amendment,  that  they  shall  prevent  the  further  in- 
troduction of  daveSy  and  that  the  offspring  of  ihosi 
already  there  ehaU  be  free.  These  three  conditions 
are  made  indispensable  to  their  becoming,  at  thisi 
time,  a  member  of  the  federal  Union.  Other  terms 
are  also  proposed ;  but  these  are  offered  only  as  the 
price  of  certain  other  stipulations,  into  which  it  i:i 
desired  that  Missouri  should  enter.  They  are,  by 
the  same  act,  authorized  to  call  a  convention,  t< 
determine  whether  it  is  expedient  for  them,  a,t  thij 
time,  and  upon  these  conditions,  to  become  a  mem 
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ber  of  the  Union.  If  so,  they  are  permitted  to 
fonn  a  constitatioD,  and  are  to  be  received,  with- 
oat  delay,  into  otir  Confederacy. 

This  act,  then,  is  simply  an  answer  to  the  request 
of  Missouri ;  and,  ivithout  her  coDsent  and  accep- 
tance, it  can  have  no  binding  force  or  effect  on 
either  party.  If,  when  met  in  convention,  her 
delegates  should  deem  it  inexpedient  to  accept  oar 
terms,  there  is  an  end,  at  once,  of  our  act,  and  of 
all  the  measores  growing  out  of  it.  Either  part^ 
may  propose  new  terms,  or  both  remain  in  their 
present  condition.  We  do  not,  therefore,  as  has 
been  so  often  asserted  in  this  debate,  undertake  to 
form  a  constitacion  for  the  people  of  Missouri ;  we 
do  not  impose  upon  them  terms  and  conditions 
which  are  to  bind  them  without  their  consent: 
nor  do  we,  by  this  act,  say  that  Missouri  shall 
never  be  admitted,  if  she  does  not  accept  our  pres- 
ent offers.  We  merely  inform  her  on  what  con- 
ditions we  are  willing,  at  thit  Hme.  to  receive  her 
into  the  Union.  If  she  does  not  cnoose  to  accept 
them,  we  cannot,  on  our  part,  complain  of  her, 
because  she  has  a  right  to  reject  our  offers,  and  to 
remain  a  Territory  if  she  pleases ;  nor  can  she 
complain  of  us,  because  it  is  universally  conceded 
that  we  are  under  no  obligation  to  admit  her,  at 
the  present  session  at  least,  however  we  may  be 
under  the  treaty,  (a  question  which  I  shall  pres- 
endy  examine,}  at  some  future  period.  The  first 
inquiry^  then,  is,  can  Congress  propose  this  condi- 
tion, and  can  Missouri  accept  it  ? 

The  right  of  Congress  to  admit  new  States  is 
derived  from  the  third  section  of  the  fourth  article 
of  the  Constitution.  '^  New  States  may  be  admit- 
ted by  the  Congress  into  this  Union."  The  first 
thing  to  be  remarked  in  this  clause  is,  that  it  is  a 
delegation  of  power  merely,  and  not  a  duty  im- 
posed. It  is  not  said  that  Congress  shall,  but  that 
they  nay  admit  new  States.  The  power  to  admit 
is  granted,  but  no  right  is  given  by  the  Constitu- 
tion to  any  Territory  to  compel  Congress,  against 
their  will,  to  exert  this  power  in  its  favor.  It  is 
not  said,  that,  when  any  of  our  Territories  shall 
contain  a  certain  number  of  inhabitants,  60,000 
for  examine.  Congress  shall,  whether  they  deem 
it  expedient  or  not,  admit  them  into  the  Union ; 
but  an  authority  merely  is  given,  which  they  are 
to  exert  or  not,  according  to  their  own  sound  dis- 
cretion. It  is  next  to  be  observed,  that  the  power 
here  delegated,  ia  expressed  in  the  broadest  possible 
terms ;  and,  that  so  far  as  this  clause  is  concerned, 
it  is  altogether  without  limitation  or  control.  It 
follows,  from  this  view  of  the  subject,  that  there 
are  three  qoestions  which  Congress  may  discuss, 
whenever  a  Territory  asks  admission  into  our 
Union  as  a  State.  First,  is  it  expedient  to  admit 
her  at  ail  7  If  one  of  the  South  American  prov- 
inces should  ask  admission,  we  should  prooably 
reject  the  application  as  inexi>edient  ever  to  be 
granted.  If,  however,  our  decision  should  be  to 
admit,  a  second  question  would  arise,  as  to  the 
time  when  this  should  be  done,  whether  now,  or  at 
some  future  day  1  But,  in  these  two  powers^  which 
it  is  conceded  on  all  sides  that  we  possess,  is  there 
not  involved  a  third;  that  of  saying  on  what 
terms,  not  inconsistent  with  other  parts  of  the 


Constitution,  this  admission  shall  take  place  ?  It 
might  be  expedient  to  admit,  on  certain  conditions, 
a  State,  which  we  should  be  bound  otherwise 
finally  to  reject  It  might  also  be  expedient,  at 
the  present  time^  to  admit,  on  certain  terms,  a 
State,  which,  without  this  power,  we  should  be 
.obliged  to  suspend,  till,  by  the  influence  of  our 
laws,  or  by  other  causes,  she  should  become  ac- 
customed to  our  manners,  and  assimilated  to  our 
political  institutions.  This  interpretation  of  the 
Constitution  is,  therefore,  equally  Wieficial  to  the 
Union,  and  to  the  Territories  applying  for  ad- 
mission. 

But  let  us  look  a^in  at  this  clause:  "New 
^  States  may  be  admitted,  A^.',  but.no  new  State 
'  shall  be  formed  or  erected  within  the  jurisdiction 
'  of  any  other  State,  d^.,  without  the  consent  of 
'  the  Legislature  of  the  several  States  concerned, 
<  as  well  as  of  the  Congress."  Here,  then,  is  a 
limitation  on  the  powers  of  Confess.  When  a 
State  is  to  be  admitted,  formed  within  the  limits 
of  some  other  State,  as  in  the  case  of  Kentucky,  or 
the  more  recent  one  of  Maine,  the  consent  ot  the 
parent  State,  as  well  as  of  Congress,  is  to  be  ob- 
tained ;  and  this  consent  may  be,  and  in  all  in- 
stances has  been,  granted  upon  conditions.  In  the 
first  clause^  then,  the  power  to  admit  is  given  with- 
out limitation,  and  may,  therefore,  be  exercised  on 
j  such  terms  as  the  parw  (xnuenting  shall  prescribe, 
and  the  State  to  be  admitted  shall  choose  to  ac- 
cept^ but  in  the  second,  this  power  is  limited,  by 
requiring  the  agreement  of  a  third  party,  which, 
like  the  two  former^  may  insist  on  its  own  condi- 
tions. The  limitation  in  the  one  case,  and  not  in 
the  other,  shows  clearly,  that  when  the  Constitu- 
tion intends  to  restrain  a  general  delegation  of 
power,  it  does  so  in  express  words ;  and  the  infer- 
ence is  irresistible,  that  where  the  power  is  dis- 
tinctly given,  and  no  limitation  is  expressed,  none 
was  mtended.  The  correctness  of  this  v^  ob- 
vious rule  of  construction  will  not  be  denied,  and 
it  appears  to  me  strictly  applicable  to  the  present 
case.  To  show  this  power,  if  possible,  still  more 
clearly,  we  need  only  refer  to  the  Journal  of  the 
Convention  that  formed  the  Constitution.  We 
there  find  that  this  clause,  as  orieinally  proposed, 
(p.  80,)  stood  thus:  "The  Legislature  snail  have 
power  to  admit  new  States  into  the  Union  on  tk$ 
tarns  terms  with  the  oriffvnal  StaUs,^^  These  latter 
words  are  not  now  to  be  fotmd  in  the  Constitu- 
tion. It  was  proposed  then  to  limit  the  power  of 
Congress  on  this  subject.  That  proposition  was 
rejected  by  the  Convention,  and  the  power  given 
in  the  broadest  possible  terms.  I  can  hardly  con- 
ceive a  stronger  case,  and  have  heard  of  no  an- 
swer attempted  to  this  important  fact 

To  Congress,  then,  is  given  the  power  of  admis- 
sion in  its  fuU  extent,  and  with  all  its  incidents. 
What.  Mr.  Chairman,  are  these  incidents  1  Sup- 
pose tne  States  had  reserved  the  right  of  admit- 
ting new  members  to  themselves,  instead  of  giving 
it,  as  they  have  done,  to  Congress:  Can  it  be 
doubted  that  they  might,  in  that  case,  have  re- 
ceived into  their  (Jonfiraeracy  new  associates,  upon 
such  terms  and  conditions  as  the  contracting  par- 
ties might  see  fit  mutually  to  adopt?    They  surely 
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might.  And  why,  sir?  Merely  because  they 
pONessed  the  power  of  admission.  Bat,  instead  of 
retaining  this  power,  they  have  transferred  it  to 
Congress.  If  we  do  not  possess  it,  where  does  it 
reside?  Not  in  the  States;  for  they  have  nothing 
to  do  in  the  admission  of  new  members ;  nor  in 
the  people,  as  asserted  by  the  sentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Lowndes,)  who  last  ad- 
dressed you.  He  did  not  speak  with  his  usual 
accuracy  when  he  said  that  the  people,  and  not 
Congress,  possessed  the  power  to  impose  condi- 
tions on  States  about  to  be  admitted  into  the 
Union.  The  people,  sir,  have  reserved  to  them- 
selves no  such  power,  any  more  than  they  have 
reserved  the  power,  for  example,  of  declaring  war. 
Their  power  to  declare  war  they  have  transferred 
to  Congress.  Their  power  to  admit  new  States, 
they  hare,  in  like  manner,  transferred  to  Con- 
gress ;  and  we  have  seen  that  this  transfer  is  en- 
tire, with  all  its  incidents,  subject  only  to  that 
general  reservation  which  applies  to  all  delegated 
power — ^that  it  shall  be  exerted  in  a  manner  not 
repugnant  to  other  parts  of  the  Constitution. 

This  brings  me,  sir,  to  inquire  what  are  the  lim- 
itations imposed  on  Congress  by  the  Constitution 
in  the  exercise  of  this  power?  And,  first,  "the 
United  States  shall  guaranty  to  every  State  in  the 
Union  a  republican  form  of  government."  They 
cannot,  therefore,  if  they  were  so  absurd  as  to 
wish  it,  prescribe  to  a  new  State  that  her  form  of 
government  should  be  anti-republican,  or  monar- 
chical ;  because  the  State,  when  admitted,  would 
have  a  right  to  call  on  Congress  for  its  guaranty 
of  a  different  form.  But  this  clause  is  not,  as  has 
been  argued,  an  enlargement  of  the  powers  of 
Consrress,  but  a  limitation  upon  those  powers ;  a 
stipulation  in  favor  of  the  States,  and  against  the 
General  Government.  "  To  guaranty"  does  not 
mean  to  create,  or  cause  to  be  created ;  but  simply 
to  defend  that  which  already  exists.  Yet  Con- 
gress, to  secure  the  existence  of  that,  which,  when 
established,  they  are  bound  to  defend,  have  in  every 
case  made  it  a  condition,  in  admitting  new  States, 
that  their  form  of  government  should  be  republi- 
can. In  the  same  clause  it  is  also  provideu  that 
Congress  "shall  protect  each  of  the  States  against 
domutic  vioUnee,^^  Now,  if  their  beinff  bound  to 
protect  the  States  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  republi- 
can form  of  government,  authorizes  them  to  make 
such  a  form  the  condition  of  their  becoming  States, 
why  may  not  they,  upon  the  same  ground,  under 
the  latter  clause,  prescribe  the  exclusion  of  slavery 
as  a  condition  ?  Slaverv  i«  sure  ultimately  to  pro- 
duce "  domestic  violence"  wherever  it  exists.  Fore- 
seeing thb,  might  not  Congress  say  to  a  new  State, 
we  will  not  admit  you,  if  you  allow  slavery  to  ex- 
ist among  yon ;  because  we  shall  be  obliged,  under 
this  clause,  at  some  future  period,  to  protect  you 
against  "  domestic  violence,"  arising  from  the  in- 
surrection and  rebellion  of  your  slaves?  The 
right  to  anticipate  and  prevent  an  evil  which  they 
are  bound,  when  it  comes,  to  remove,  is,  in  botn 
cases,  precisely  the  same ;  and,  of  the  two  evils, 
"  domestic  Tioience"  is  certainly  much  more  likely 
to  occur  from  the  toleration  of  slavery,  than  an 
anti-republican  form  of  government,  tor  want  of 


an  express  stipulation  to  exclude  it.  Let  me  not, 
however,  be  understood  as  deriving  any  power 
claimed  in  the  present  instance,  from  this  clause 
of  the  Constitution ;  but  to  those  who  think  that 
they  derive  from  tiiis  section  alone  their  right  to 
prescribe  a  republican  form  of  government,  this 
view  of  the  subject  cannot  surely  be  without  some 
degree  of  weight. 

There  is  another  obvious  limitation  on  the  power 
of  Congress  in  admitting  new  States,  w^hich  re- 
sults from  the  nature  of  the  compact.  New^  States 
must  be  admitted  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights 
and  privileges  derived  by  the  original  States  m>m 
the  Constitution;  otherwise  they  would  not  be 
admitted  into  the  same  Union  with  the  rest.  No 
condition  can,  therefore,  be  annexed  to  the  ad- 
mission of  a  State,  which  takes  from  her  any  Con- 
stitutional, or,  as  it  is  more  frequently  callc^^  any 
federal  right,  because  this  would  be  at  Tariance 
with  the  admission  itself,  and,  therefore,  void ;  as 
in  any  other  case  of  a  condition  annexed  to  a 
grant,  inconsistent  with  the  grant  itself. 

This  is  a  limitation  on  the  powers  of  Congress 
in  favor  of  the  new  States.  There  is  another, 
which  may  perhaps  be  inferred  in  reference  to  the 
old.  Congress  can  propose  no  condition  to  a  new 
State,  which,  if  accepted  by  her,  would  transfer 
to  the  Union  any  power  to  be  exercised  orer  other 
States,  which  had  not  been  granted  by  the  Con- 
stitution to  the  General  Government ;  because  this 
would  be  to  affect  the  political  rights  of  third 
parties,  without  their  own  consent.  And  here,  per- 
mit me  to  say,  that  this  limitation  furnishes,  in  my 
view,  a  conclusive  answer  to  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Lowndes,)  who,  if  I  rightly 
understood  him,  founded  his  chief  objection  tc 
this  measure,  on  the  supposed  inability  of  Congress 
to  acquire,  by  compaat  with  new  States,  federal 
powers  not  conferred  by  the  Constitution  on  th< 
General  Government,  to  be  exercised  over  tbeothei 
States ;  and  thus,  in  efiect,  to  alter  theConstitutiox 
in  a  manner  not  provided  for  by  that  instrument 
The  soundness  of  this  principle  it  is  not  necessary 
here  to  controvert, or  even  to  examine;  since  it  i 
totally  inapplicable,  in  my  view  of  the  subject^  to  th* 
present  bill.  This  amendment  does  not  require  th 
people  of  Missouri  to  transfer  any  portion  of  thei 
sovereignty,  or  to  invest  the  General  Govemmen 
with  any  new  authority,  which  they  did  not  be 
fore  possess,  applicable  to  other  members  of  th 
Confederacy;  out  only  that  they  should  renounc 
the  power  claimed  for  them,  of  making  slaves  c 
their  fellow  men.  It  is  a  renunciation  of  th 
power  merely,  and  not  its  transfer,  which  is  aske 
in  this  case. 

Subject,  then,  to  these  just  and  natural  Hmiu 
tions,  1  can  see  nothing  dangerous  or  alarming  i 
the  power  claimed  by  Congress  on  this  occurs ioi 
They  can.  on  the  one  hand,  deprive  the  new  Sta.i 
of  no  rignt  or  privilesre  conferred  by  the  Ooi 
stitution  on  the  ori^nalconfederates ;  and,  on  tl 
other,  can  acquire  ior  themselves  no  new  po^ver  < 
authority,  to  be  exerted  over  the  other  Stutc 
without  their  consent.  When  to  this  we  a.<i 
that  the  terras  proposed  must,  in  all  cases,  |>e  a 
cepted  by  the  new  State,  before  they  have    a.i 
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iMnding  fiH'ce ;  and  tbat  the  supreme  legislature  of 
the  Union  acts  for  aud  represents  the  only  other 
party  in  interest,  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
I  can  perceive  no  ^veight  whatever  in  the  argu- 
ment, so  earnestly  pres^  upon  us  from  the  otEer 
side,  that  this  is  a  great  and  indefinite  power, 
liable  to  abuse,  and,  therefore,  not  to  be  presumed 
to  exist.  Sir.  an  argument  from  the  abuse  of 
power  is  totally  inapplicable,  when  the  question 
is,  whether  vre  possess  the  power  or  not.  What 
powers  are  more  liable  to  abuse,  than  those,  for  in- 
stance, of  making  war  and  imposing  taxes  ?  Yet, 
no  one  will  deny  that,  under  the  Constitution,  we 
possess  both  these  dangerous  and  indefinite  powers. 
1  have  endeaTored  to  show  that  the  ri^nt  here 
claimed  is  neither  dangerous  nor  indefinite ;  yet, 
if  it  were  both  of  these,  this  would  be  no  proof 
that  it  was  not  conferred  upon  us  by  the  Consti- 
tution ;  though  it  might  have  been  an  argument 
with  the  framersof  tluU  instrument  for  withholding 
it  from  OS.  They  did  not  see  fit,  however,  so  to 
do,  and  for  leavin^^  this  discretion  in  Congress, 
limited,  as  I  have  shown  it  to  be,  many  good  rea- 
sons might,  1  apprehend,  be  given. 

There  is  nothing,  surely,  in  the  nature  of  a  con- 
federated republic,  which  renders  it  necessary  for 
each  member  oi  the  confederacy  to  possess  the 
same  State  or  mnnicipal  rights,  any  more  than 
the  same  extent  of  territory,  wealth,  or  population. 
Nor  is  it  true,  in  point  of  fact,  that  they  all  ei^oy 
the  same  privileges,  or  derive  equal  advantages 
^om  the  Union.  Who  does  not  see  that  Delaware 
and  Hhode  Island^  for  instance,  gain  more  from 
their  connexion  with  the  Union,  compared  with 
what  they  contribute  to  its  safety  or  defence,  than 
Massachosetts  or  New  York  ?  But  neither  the  large 
States  nor  the  small  have  any  just  reason  to  com- 
plain, if  thnr  enjoy  all  the  rights  and  immunities 
for  which  tney  stipulated  on  their  admission  into 
the  Union.    It  is  the  same  wtih  MissourL 

Actinff  fiw  herself,  by  her  own  free  will  and 
choice,  s2ke  will  accept  or  reject  the  terms  we  pro- 
pose. If  she  accepts,  and  thus  makes  them  her 
own,  she  thereby  becomes  a  member  of  our  Union ; 
she  acquires  rights  which  she  did  not  before  pos- 
sess ;  cMitains  privileges  which  we  are  not  at  this 
time,  obliced  to  ^rant;  and  if,  with  good  faith  and 
fidelity,  me  Umted  States  perform  toward  her 
all  the  stipulations  of  the  contract,  of  what  can  she 
comp^unl  Whom  has  she  to  condemn?  What 
ri^ht  of  her's  has  been  violated  ?  What  privilege 
^vritlidrawn?  What  immtmity  withheld?  It  is, 
theo,  the  utmost  perversion  of  language  to  say,  aa 
the  hoAoraUe  Speaker  (Mr.  Clay)  does,  that,  if 
she  accepts  theK  terms  she  becomes  a  vassal  and 
a  slave ;  or  to  argue,  as  he  has,  that  this  restriction 
is  unjust,  because  it  deprives  her  of  the  rights  of 
seir-govcrnment  and  internal  police.  For,  where 
£»  the  State  in  this  Union  which  possesses  these 
righu  in  their  full  extent?  When  we  are  t<dd 
tb^t  Missouri  will  not  have  the  rights  of  self-gov- 
erament,  if  she  renounces  the  power  claimed  fw 
of  depriving  others  of  their  right  to  freedom — 
to  animadvert  here  on  the  odious  nature  of  the 
-is  it  not  equally  true,  that  all  the  other 
States  are  also  deprived  of  the  rights  of  self-gov- 


ernment ?  Is  it  not  an  attribute  of  sovereignty — a 
right  of  self-government — to  declare  war,  to  enter 
into  treaty  or  alliance  with  other  States,  grant  let- 
ters of  marque  and  reprisal,  coin  money,  emit  bills 
of  credit,  and  pass  bills  of  attainder  ?  Yet  no  State 
in  the  Union  can  do  any  of  these  things.  Arfe  they, 
therefore,  degraded  to  the  rank  of  va»al  and 
slave,  and  deprived  of  the  rights  of  self-^vem- 
ment?  Surefv  not.  And  why  not,  sir?  Because 
they  voluntarily  surrendered  these  and  other  rights 
to  the  Union.  The  original  States  became  mem- 
bers of  the  Confederacy.  afWr  mature  deliberatioo, 
not  because  any  one  ot  them  approved  of  every 
part  of  the  Constitutiou,  but  because  thev  thought 
the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  tne  Umon 
greater,  on  the  whole,  than  the  sacrifices  (and  no 
two  made  the  same)  which  that  Union  required  of 
them.  Let  Missouri  do  the  same ;  and  whether 
she  determines  at  this  time  to  become  a  State,  or 
remain  a  territory  for  the  present,  the  act  will  be 
her  own,  and  performed  with  quite  as  much  free- 
dom of  choice  as  the  other  States  enjoyed  when 
the  same  question  was  put  to  them. 

Having  thus,  Mr.  Chairman,  proved,  as  I  trust, 
that  Congress  has,  by  the  Constitution,  a  right  to 
propose  terms  and  conditions  to  Territories  apply- 
ing for  admission,  I  ask  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee, while  I  pass  brieflv  in  review  the  several 
States  admitted  into  the  Union  since  the  preaeat 
form  of  Government  was  adopted,  and  mwiire 
whether  the  conclusions  I  have  thus  drawn  from 
the  Constitution  itself,  are  confirmed  or  contra- 
dicted by  the  practice  and  the  declarations  of  those 
who  have  gone  b^ore  us  on  this  subject.  This 
field  has  been  already  explored  by  others,  but  it  ia 
still  rich  in  matter,  most  pertinent  to  this  occasion. 
If,  from  tlus  examination,  it  should  appear  that  the 
new  States  have  been  unifonaly  admitted,  upon 
terms  and  conditions,  many  of  them  affecting  the 
highest  attributes  of  sovereignty,  and  none  oi' 
them  applicable  to  the  originu  States,  it  will  not 
be  easy  to  persuade  me  that  the  present  Congress 
has  less  power  and  less  authority,  in  this  respect^ 
tlMtn  its  predecessors. 

The  first  State  admitted  was  Kentucky.  It  vn»y 
originally,  a  part  of  Virginia,  and  was  allowed  by 
her  to  become  an  independent  State,  upon  certain 
*'  terms  and  conditions."  By  the  fourth  of  theae 
conditions  Kentucky  was  required  to  stipulate,  that 
she  would  never  tax  the  lands  of  non-resideots 
higher  than  those  of  residents.  By  the  seventh, 
she  was  required  to  leave  the  navigation  of  the 
Ohio  free  to  all  citizens  of  the  United  Sutes.  If 
these  and  other  terms  were  accepted  by  Kentuckvy 
they  were  "to  become  a  solemn  compact,  mutually 
binding  on  the  parties,  and  unalterable  by  either, 
without  the  consent  of  the  other.''  These  condi- 
tions were  accepted  by  Kentucky,  and  she  was 
admitted  into  the  Union  in  1791,  subject  to  theae 
restrictions.  Such  is  the  history  of  tne  first  State 
formed  under  the  present  Constitutioo.  Bu^  kow 
does  this  agree,  sir,  with  the  doctrine  maintained 
on  the  other  side?  Every  new  State,  says  the 
gentleman  (Mr.  Lown nss)  from  South  Carolina, 
must  have  tne  sasae  State  rights,  the  same  author- 
ity, and  the  same  jurisdiction  in  all  eases  what- 
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ever,  within  its  own  limits,  as  the  original  thir- 
teen. The  very  word  State,  says  the  Speaker, 
(Mr.  Clay,)  implies  a  political  community,  pos- 
sessing exactly  the  same  rights  and  powers,  and  in 
all  respects  resembling  the  parties  to  the  original 
compact.  It  is  also  on  this  same  definition  of  the 
word  State,  that  nearly  the  whole  argument  of  the 
gentleman  (Mr.  Barbour)  from  Virginia,  against 
this  amendment,  rests.  Bat  will  tais  definition 
apply  to  Kentucky  ?  No  matter  hv  whom  these 
restrictions  were  imposed,  whether  by  Virginia  or 
by  the  Union,  it  is  sufllcient,  for  my  argument, 
that  Kentucky  does  not  possess  the  same  State 
Ttfi^hts  which  bdong  to  the  old  States.  In  New 
I&mpshire,  for  example,  we  can  tax  the  lands  of 
non-residents  higher  than  those  of  residents.  In 
Kentucky  they  cannot.  Kentucky,  then,  does  not 
possess  all  the  attributes  of  sovereignty,  of  self- 
government,  and  internal  police,  which  belong  to 
the  original  States.  Bat  is  she,  therefore,  degraded, 
made  a  vassal  and  a  slave  ?  Her  champion  on 
this  floor,  the  most  distinguished  of  her  sons.  (Mr. 
Clay,)  has  proudly  answered  no ;  has  proudly  told 
us  that  she  stands,  in  all  respects,  unincumbered 
and  erect.  And  why,  sir,  is  she  not  degraded  by 
these  conditions  ?  The  answer  is  obvious ;  because 
she  consented  to  them  freely;  because  she  parted 
voluntarily  with  certain  rights,  as  the  condition  of 
obtaining  certain  other  rights.  No  more  will  Mis- 
souri be  de^aded,  if,  with  a  view  to  similar  ad- 
vantages, she  renounces  the  odious  power  claimed 
for  her,  of  making  slaves  of  men. 

The  next  State  admitted  was  Vermont.  Her 
constitution  declared  all  men  free.  No  conditions 
were  annexed  by  Congress  to  her  admission. 

Tennessee  comes  next  in  the  list  of  new  States. 
She  was  formed  out  of  territory  ceded  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  by  North  Carolina,  on  various  "express 
conditions,  and  subject  thereto ;"  one  of  these  was, 
that  the  ordinance  of  1787,  so  often  mentioned  in 
this  debate,  should  be  extended  to  her,  except  the 
article  relating  to  slavery.  Another  ms,  that  the 
lands  of  non-resident  proprietors  should  not  be 
taxed  higher  than  those  of  residents.  In  1796  she 
was  admitted  into  the  Union  "on  an  equal  foot- 
ing with  the  original  States,  in  all  respects  what- 
soever." As  this  expression  here  first  occurs,  in 
admitting  a  new  State,  it  may  not  be  improper 
to  inquire  into  its  meaning,  as  applied  to  tnis 
subject. 

We  have  already  seen  that  the  United  States  ac- 
quired this  territory  on  certain  "express  condi- 
tions," on  which  alone  they  could  hold  it ;  that 
one  of  these  (not  to  mention  others)  deprived  the 
future  State  of  a  ri^ht — that  of  taxing  non-resi- 
dents higher  than  residents — ^which  belonged  clear- 
ly to  the  original  thirteen  States.  This  expression 
could  not,  then,  mean  that  Tennessee  should  pos- 
sess all  the  State  rights  enjoyed  by  any  other  State 
in  the  Union  ;  for  this  would  hare  been  to  violate 
the  contract  with  North  Carolina.  Nor  did  Ten- 
nessee so  understand  it ;  for  she  incorporated  the 
puDvisions  of  the  deed  of  cession  into  her  constitu- 
tion, and  thus,  in  express  terms,  became  a  party  to 
the  compact.  The  "equal  footing"  here  spoken 
of,  is,  then,  an  equality  of  Federal  rights  merely ; 


and  in  no  other  sense  is  the  expression  api^cable 
to  any  of  the  new  States,  except  Vermont. 

The  next  State  admitted  was  Ohio ;  the  Ikirest, 
the  brightest,  the  most  vigorous,  of  all  your  ofi*- 
sprin^.  That  she  is  so,  that  she  has  increased  with 
a  rapidity  surpassing  all  example  in  the  history  ol 
manxind,  till  within  the  short  space  of  a  single 
generation,  (for  the  first  settlers  are  still  alive,)  ^e 
has  filled  her  capacious  borders  so  that  they  al- 
ready overflow  with  a  race  of  hardy,  intellignenty 
and  virtuous  cultivators  of  the  soil,  is  confessedly 
owing  to  its  being  made  a  condition  of  her  exist- 
ence. l)oth  as  a  Territory  and  as  a  State,  that  she 
should  exclude,  what  we  now  require  Missouri  to 
exclude,  the  foul  plague  of  slavery  from  her  bosom. 
With  such  an  example  before  us,  it  seems  almost 
impossible  to  hesitate  as  to  the  course  we  ought 
now  to  pursue.  The  Northwestern  Territory,  out 
of  which  Ohio  was  formed,  was  ceded  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  principally  by  Virginia.  In  1787  an 
ordinance  was  passea  by  the  dd  Congress  for  its 
temporary  government,  and  for  its  final  disposition. 
This  celebrated  ordinance  contained  various  <'  ar- 
ticles of  compact  between  the  onginal  States  and 
the  people  and  States  in  the  said  Territory,"  'which 
were  ''forever  to  remain  unalterable,  unless  by 
common  consent" 

I  shall  have  occasion  hereafter  to  advert  more 
particularly  to  these  articles;  I  will  here  only  add 
that  the  6th  article  provided  that  there  should  be 
neither  slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude  in  the 
said  territory,  otherwise  than  in  the  punishment  of 
crimes.  Tne  proposed  restriction  on  Missouri  is 
copied  verbatim  from  this  article.  In  1802,  Con- 
gress authorized  the  people  of  Ohio  to  Ibrm 
a  constitution,  ^'provided  that  the  same,  ipv-hen 
formed,  shall  be  republican,  and  not  repugnant  to 
the  ordinance  of  July  13th,  1787."  The  act  alsc 
contained  other  conditions,  one  of  which  was,  that 
the  United  States  should  be  at  liberty,  at  an^ 
future  period,  to  extend  the  limits  of  Ohio,  b| 
adding  to  it  certain  other  territory  therein  de 
scribed.  These  terms,  together  with  those  con 
tained  in  the  ordinance,  were  accepted  by  Ohio 
and  she  was  admitted  into  the  Union  "upon  ai 
equal  footing,"  (so  says  the  law,)  "with  the  arigi 
nal  States,  in  all  respects  whatever."  Here,  thee 
is  a  third  State,  with  the  same  federal  rig^hts,  bu 
with  State  rights  inferior  to  those  of  the  orig^ina 
thirteen. 

The  next  State  admitted  was  Louisiana.  B 
the  treaty  of  April  30th,  1803,  the  province  < 
Louisiana  was  ceded  to  the  United  States,  <«t 
full  sovereignty,"  by  the  French  Republic.  B 
this  treaty,  the  United  States  acquired  an  e:xtet 
of  territory  greater  than  all  their  former  posse 
sions.  The  first  question  naturally  suggested  I 
this  important  fact  is,  whether  the  President  ad 
Senate  had  authority,  under  the  Constitution  * 
make  this  acquisition;  to  purchase  for  the  Grener 
Government,  without  the  consent  of  the  se^ei! 
States,  a  territory  out  of  which  twenty  ne\e  Stat 
may  be  formed?  whether,  in  short,  they  cou 
lawfully  acquire,  foondj  and  govern,  an  exxipi^ 
without  their  original  limits,  of  such  vast  e>:x^te 
that  it  may,  in  time,  become  more  powerful  xY^ 
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the  pvoit  eoontry  itself,  and  eveDtually  hold  all 
the  ori^:inal  members  of  the  Republic  in  complete 
subjecuon  ?  If  we  look  to  the  Constitation  for  an 
answer  to  these  inquiries,  we  shall  find  there  no 
express  authority  given  to  any  branch  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  purchase  foreign  territory.  Do  we 
know,  sir,  what  are  to  be  the  effects  of  this  mighty 
cesstoo?  Have  we  sufficiently  reflected  on  the 
entire  change,  the  total  revolution,  which  this 
porchase  has  made,  or  will  make,  in  all  our  rela- 
tions, foreign  and  domestic,  internal  and  exterior? 
To  those  who  know  the  care  and  anxiety  with 
which  the  delicate  balance  of  the  Constitution 
was  adjusted,  it  w^ill  not  seedi  probable  that  either 
the  South  or  the  North,  jealous  as  they  were  of 
each  other's  influence,  intended,  incidentally,  and 
without  express  terms,  to  confer  on  Congress  a 
power  to  throw  into  tne  scales — not,  indeed,  the 
sword  of  the  Gaul — but  a  territory  larger  than  the 
Gaul  ever  conquered,  or  the  Roman,  in  the  height 
and  arroj^nce  of  power,  ever  added  to  his  empire. 

But,  if  it  be  thus  doubtful  whether  the  General 
Government  possesses,  under  the  Constitution,  a 
right,  not  expressly  delegated,  to  add  indefinitely 
to  our  empire,  it  is  not,  in  my  mind,  at  all  doubt- 
ful, whether  the  President  and  Senate,  under  the 
treaty-making  power,  can  purchase  territory,  with 
a  stipulation  compelling  Congress  (as  it  is  con- 
tended we  are  now  compelled;  to  admit  that  ter- 
ritory into  the  Union^  wnether  they  will  or  not. 

The  power  to  admit  new  States  is  given  exclu- 
sively to  Congress ;  but  this  would  be  virtually  to 
transfer  it  to  the  President  and  Senate  alone.   The 
authors  of  this  treaty  did  not  so  understand  it.    I 
have  the  best  authority  for  saying,  that  one  Presi- 
dent at  least,  f  Mr.  Madison,)  was  of  opinion,  and 
so  expressed    nimself  at  the  time,  that  this  part 
of  the  treaty  could  not  be  executed,  without  an 
amendment  of  the  Constitution.     This  was,  in- 
deed, the  general  opinion  of  the  best  informed 
statesmen  at  that  period.    I  will  mention  only  two, 
both  of  them  of  the  highest  standing  in  the  parts 
of  the  country  to  which  they  belonged.    "  i  am 
free  to  confess,    said  the  present  Secretary  of  State, 
(Mr.  Adaois,)  when  this  treaty  came  before  the 
Senate  in    1804,  '|  that  the  third  article  contains 
eDgagements  placing  us  in  a  dilemma,  from  which 
I  see  no  possible  mode  of  extricating  ourselves  but 
by  an  amendment,  or  rather  an  addition  to  the 
Constitution.^'     This  was  said  in  answer  to  the 
objectbn  that  the  treaty  provided  for  the  admis- 
sion of  the  territory  as  a  State  into  the  Union, 
and  was,  therefore,  unconstitutional.    He  admittea 
the  objection,  and  proposed  to  avoid  it,  by  an 
amendment  of  the  Constitution.    Mr.  Taylor  of 
Virginia,  on  the  contrary,  denied  that  the  treaty 
contained  any  such  stipulation.    "  The  words  of 
the  treaty  are,"  said  he^  "  literally  satisfied  by  in- 
'  corporating  them ^the  inhabitants)  into  the  Union 
'  as  a  territory,  and  not  as  a  State.    The  citizens 
'  of  the  Territories  are  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
'  and  have  all  the  rights  of  citizenship ;  but  these 
'  do  not  include  those  political  rights  which  arise 
'  from  State  governments,  and  which  are  dissimi* 
;\ar  in  different  States."    If  it  had  been  urged,  as 
it  now  is,  that  Congress  were  bound  to  admit 


Louisiana  or  Missouri  without  delay,  and  with- 
out conditions,  into  the  Union  as  a  State,  and  Chat 
whatever  might  be  our  rights  under  the  Constitu- 
tion, they  were  taken  away  by  the  treaty,  Mr. 
Adams  would  have  answered,  "  you  have  no  right 
to  admit  them  at  all,  till  you  have  amended  the 
Constitution ;"  and  Mr.  Taylor  would  have  said,, 
that  ^'  admission  as  a  Territory  was  all  that  the 
treaty  required."  The  same  opinions  were,  on 
that  occasion,  even  more  strongly  expressed  in  the 
House  of  Representatives.  I  refer  to  these  high 
authorities,  Mr.  Chairman,  merely  to  show  that, 
in  the  opinion  of  those  who  negotiated,  and  those 
who  ratified  this  treaty,  it  could  not  have  been  in- 
tended to  confer  on  the  people  of  Missouri  any 
peculiar  rights,  not  possessed  by  other  Territories 
of  the  United  States,  and,  consequently,  that  they 
stand  on  no  better  footing,  in  this  respect,  than 
other  Territories  applying  tor  admission.  Other 
considerations  lead  us  to  the  same  conclusion. 

Treaties  are  declared  by  the  Constitution  to  be 
^'  the  supreme  law  of  the  land ;"  but  they  are  su- 
preme only  within  the  limits  assigned  them  by 
that  instrument.  There  may  be  an  unconstitu- 
tional treaty,  though  regularly  formed  and  ratified, 
as  well  as  an  unconstitutional  law,  though  regularly 
introduced  and  enacted :  and  both  would  be  equally 
void,  and  of  no  binding  force  or  effect.  The  power 
to  admit  new  States  is  given,  with  all  its  incidents, 
to  Congress,  and  not  to  the  President  and  Senate 
merely.  If,  therefore,  Louisiana  was  acquired  on 
conditions  which  operated,  in  the  smallest  decree; 
to  lesseii^  to  abridge,  or  to  vary,  the  Constitutional 
rights  of  Congress,  with  respect  to  her  admission 
or  rejection,  with  respect  to  the  time  when,  or  the 
terms  upon  which,  she  should  be  admitted,  tne  trea- 
ty, so  far  as  it  attempted  to  interfere  with  the  Con- 
stitutional powers  of  Congress  on  this  subject,  was 
void  in  itself,  and  could,  of  course,  confer  no  new 
rights  on  Missouri.  This,  however,  is  going  upon 
the  supposition,  that  the  treaty  is  inconsistent  with 
the  proposed  restriction.  But,  if  we  turn  to  that 
instrument,  no  such  inconsistency  will  be  found. 
^^  The  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territory,"  says  the 
third  article,  which  alone  relates  to  tnis  subject. 
^'  shall  be  incorporated  in  the  union  of  the  United 
^  States,  and  admitted,  as  soon  as  possible,  accord- 
'  ing  to  the  principles  of  the  Federal  Constitution, 
^  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights,  advantages. 
'  and  immumties,  of  citizens  of  the  United  States," 
The  inhabitants  then,  are  to  be  admitted  "  accord- 
ing to  the  principles  of  the  Federal  Constitution." 
If,  therefore,  by  the  Constitution,  we  have  the 
right  here  claimed,  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the 
treaty,  any  more  tnan  it  would  have  been  in  the 
power  of  Its  authors,  to  deprive  us  of  it.  And  in 
this  point  of  view,  also,  we  may  lay  the  treaty 
altogether  out  of  sight,  in  deciding  the  present 
question. 

But  let  us  look  again,  sir,  to  the  provisions  of 
this  treaty.  The  inhabitants  are  to  be  admitted 
to  all  the  rights,  advantages,  and  immunities,  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States."  Now,  sir,  the 
power  to  hold  slaves  is  fortunately  not  one  of  these 
rights,  advantages,  or  immunities.  No  man  can 
hold  another  in  perpetual  bondage  by  any  au- 
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thority  deriyed  from  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  For,  if  he  could,  then  might  slaves 
be  held  in  New  Hampshire,  for  example,  or  in 
any  of  the  other  free  States ;  because  "  the  rights, 
advantages,  and  immunities,  of  citizens  of  the 
United  States,"  conferred  bv  the  Constitution  are 
the  same  in  every  part  of  tne  Union.  But,  none 
will  pretend  that  slaves  can  be  held  in  New  Hamp- 
shire, or  in  the  other  free  States. 

It  is  only  in  consequence  of  an  authority  derived 
from  the  laws  of  particular  States  that  slaves  can  be 
held  in  any  i^art  of  the  Union.  There  is  nothing, 
then^  in  the  treaty,  inconsistent  with  the  proposed 
restriction,  because  the  treaty  confers  only  federal 
rights,  and  the  power  to  hold  slaves  is  confessedly 
not  one  of  these  rights.  In  consequence  of  the 
nature  of  our  Government,  every  man  in  this 
country  has  a  double  relation  and  character  to 
sustain;  first,  as  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
and,  secondly,  as  a  citizen  of  some  particular  State. 
In  each  of  these  characters  he  enjoys  rights  which, 
in  the  other,  do  not  belong  to  him,  and  has  duties 
to  perform  which  the  other  does  not  impose.  It  is 
federal  rights  only  which  the  General  Government 
can  confer ;  and,  hy  adverting  to  this  obvious  dis- 
tinction, we  perceive,  at  once,  that  the  nroposed 
restriction  on  slavery  leaves  the  people  of  Missouri 
in  *'  the  full  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights,  advan- 
tages, and  immunities,  of  citizens  oi  the  United 
States."  Here,  then,  is  a  literal  compliance  with 
the  terms  of  the  treaty.  Its  intention  is  equally 
obvious.  The  United  States  could  not  have  in- 
tended to  bind  themselves  to  any  thing  inconsistent 
with  the  Constitution,  for  they  refer  expressly  to 
it  for  their  meaning.  Nor  could  France  have  in- 
tended to  secure  for  these  people  any  privileges  not 
enjoyed  by^  other  territories  of  the  United  States, 
or  to  obtain  an  admission  for  them  into  the  Union 
on  terms  more  favorable  than  had  been  granted  to 
other  territories.  Now,  the  only  territory  admitted 
before  the  purchase  of  Louisiana  was  Ohio ;  and, 
in  that  case,  this  very  prohibition  of  slavery  had 
been  imposed.  France,  then,  if  she  had  looked  to 
the  terms  on  which  territories  had  been,  and  were 
to  be,  admitted,  must  have  exj)ected  that  this  very 
measure  would  be  adopted  which  we  now  propose. 
I  am  justified,  therefore,  in  saying,  that  it  violates 
neither  the  terms  of  the  treaty  nor  the  intention  of 
the  parties. 

In  1804,  the  ]Nrovince  of  Louisiana  was  divided 
into  two  territorial  governments.  In  1811,  Con- 
gress passed  an  act  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Or- 
leans Territory,  now  the  State  of  Louisiana,  to 
form  a  constitution  "  upon  the  conditions  herein- 
after mentioned."  These  conditions  were  nume- 
tous  and  important.  Among  other  things,  it  was 
provided,  that  their  constitution  should  contain  the 
fundamental  principles  of  civil  and  religious  lib- 
erty ;  that  their  laws,  records,  and  legislative  and 
juaicial  proceedings  should  be  kept  in  the  English 
language;  that  lands  belonging  to  citizens  of  the 
United  States  residing  without  the  said  State 
should  never  be  taxed  higher  than  those  of  residents. 
These  and  other  conditions  were  accepted  by  the 
people  of  Louisiana,  and  by  them  incorporated  in 
their  constitution,  and  in  an  ordinance,  which  they 


declared  irrevocable  without  the  consent  of  Con- 
gress.   In  1812,  they  were  "admitted   into   the 
Union,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States, 
in  all  respects  whatever,  provided,"  says  the  act, 
"  ths^t  all  the  conditions  and  terms  contained  in  the 
third  section  of  the  act  of  February  20th,  1811. 
shall  be  considered,  deemed,  and  taken  fundamental 
conditions  and  terms,  upon  which  the  said  State 
is  incorporated  in  the  Union."    It  is  impossible  to 
believe  that  the  "equal  footing"  thus  spoken  of 
could  be  any  other  than  an  equality  of  federal 
rights.    An  equality  of  State  rights   Louisiana 
could  not  possess^  consistently  with  this  act ;  for 
its  conditions,  which  .are  irrevocable  without  the 
consent  of  Congress,  must  for  ever  prevent  her  from 
legislating  on  various  important  subjects,   over 
which  the  original  States  have  complete  jurisdic- 
tion.   Some  of  these  conditions  are  sufficiently  re- 
markable, and,  in  my  opinion,  such  as  no  ingenuity 
can  derive  from  any  express  powers  given  to  Con- 
gress by  the  Constitution  in  relation  to  these  par- 
ticular obj ects.    Where,  for  instance,  are  the  express 
clauses  authorizing  you  to  make  it  a  condition  of 
admitting  a  State,  that  she  shall  establish  religious 
freedom ;  that  she  shall  use  the  English  langua^ 
in  all  her  official  acts ;  or  that  she  shall  not  tax 
the  lands  of  non-residents  higher  than  those  of  res- 
idents?   I  know  of  no  such  clause;  none  such 
have  been  pointed  out.    No,  sir ;  these  conditions 
can  be  defended  only  on  the  ground  which  I  have 
taken;  namely,  that  Congress  may  admit   new 
States  upon  such  terms  as  the  parties  see  fit  mu- 
tually to  adopt,  provided  that  they  leave  the  States, 
admitted,  in  possession  of  all  federal  rights  per- 
taining to  the  old  States,  and  do  not  acquire  for 
themselves  any  new  power  to  be  exerted  over  other 
members  of  the  Confederacy  without  their  consent. 

I  have  already.  Mr.  Chairman,  occupied  so  much 
of  your  time  with  this  branch  of  the  inquiry,  that 
I  will  only  add,  with  respect  to  the  remaining 
States^  that  Indiana  and  Illinois  were  admitted  on 
conditions  similar  to  those  of  Ohio ;  and  that  Mis- 
sissippi and  Alabama  came  in  on  the  same  terms, 
except  with  respect  to  slavery,  which  was  unfor- 
tunately fixed  on  them,  by  the  deed  of  cession  from 
Georgia  to  the  United  States. 

Such,  sir,  is  the  history  of  the  formation  and  ad- 
mission of  all  our  new  States,  from  Kentucky  to 
Alabama.  To  each  of  them,  the  first  question  put^ 
was  whether  they  chose  at  that  time  to  become  a 
State,  on  the  terms  then  proposed,  which  terms,  if 
accepted,  were  to  be  irrevocable  without  the  con- 
sent of  both  parties.  With  respect  to  three  of 
these  States,  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  the  ver)' 
same  restriction  on  slavery,  pjroposed  in  this  amend- 
ment, was  made  the  condition  of  their  being  ad- 
mitted. There  is  one  condition  (not  to  mention 
others)  running  through  all  the  new  States,  which 
is  too  remarkable  to  be  here  omitted.  It  was  made 
a  condition,  with  all  of  them,  that  they  should 
stipulate  never  to  tax  the  lands  of  non-residents 
higher  than  those  of  residents.  Sir,  the  right  pos- 
sessed by  governments  to  impose  taxes,  and  to  pn>- 
portion  those  taxes,  according  to  their  own  sense  oi 
justice  or  of  policy,  among  the  individuals  upou 
whom  they  are  to  operate,  is  among  the  highes\ 
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and  most  undoubted  rights  of  State  sovereignty. 
All  the  original  States  possess  the  right  (and  sonoe 
of  them  have  exercised  it)  of  taxing  the  lands  of 
non-residents  higher  than  those  of  residents.    Yet, 
ei^ht  of  the  new  States  have  expressly  renounced 
this  right  forever,  as  the  condition  oi  their  being 
admitted  into  the  Union.    Nay,  sir,  the  same  con- 
dition is  to  be  found  in  the  present  bill  with  respect 
to  Missouri.    All  these  States,  then,  have  been 
admitted  with  rights  inferior  to  those  of  the  original 
thirteen.    With  these  undeniable  facts  before  us, 
we  shall  be  at  no  loss  what  to  think  of  the  position 
assumed  by  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  and  which, 
in  fact,  lies  at  the  foundation  of  all  their  arguments, 
diat  new  States,  when  admitted  into  the  Union, 
become  at  once  possessed  of  all  the  local  or  muni- 
cipal rights  of  the  original  States,  and  are,  by  the 
act  of  admission,  placed  necessarily  on  an  equality, 
in  all  respects^  both  as  to  State  and  federal  rights, 
with  the  original  members.     Sir,  such  a  doctrine 
finds  no  support  whatever  in  the  past  history  of 
our  Grovernment    It  takes,  too,  for  its  basis,  this 
strangest  of  all  positions,  that  the  act  of  admitting 
a  State  absolves  her  from  all  former  obligations, 
and  even  from  the  conditions  on  which  alone  she 
becomes  a  member  of  our  Confederacy.    So  true 
is    even  this  last  inference,  that  it  has  been  ac- 
tually adopted  on  this  floor ;  and  we  have  been 
lepeatedly  told,  that  this  restriction,  if  accepted  by 
Missouri,  will  not  bind  her;  and  that,  by  altering  her 
constitution,  she  can  at  any  time  evade  its  force ; 
in  other  words,  that  she  may  accept  a  grant  upon 
conditions  which  she  expressly  stipulates  to  per- 
Ibrm,  and  yet,  at  the  same  moment,  may  disregard 
or  violate  these  conditions!    If  this  be  law  or 
justice,  if  it  be  good  faith,  or  sound  reasoning,  I 
Know  not  to  what  conduct,  or  to  what  fallacy,  tl^e 
terms  do  not  equally  appl>[* 

Having  thus,  Mr.  Cnairman,  established,  as  I 
conceive,  the  Constitutional  power  (^  Congress  to 
impose  this  restriction,  the  only  remaining  inquiry 
is,  as  to  the  expediency  of  exerting  that  power  on 
this  occasion.  If  it  Were  not  known  with  what 
ing^iuity  men  support  opinions,  however  extrav- 
agant, which,  from  interest,  from  prejudice,  or 
from  other  motives,  they  may  have  imbibed,  it 
would  seem  utterly  incredible  .to  an  indifferent 
spectator  that  the  expediency  of  extending  slavery 
07er  half  a  continent  shoula  ever  come  seriously 
to  be  debated  in  an  assembly  of  freemen.  But 
such  is  the  fact;  and  the  policy  of  this  measui^e, 
as  well  as  its  constitutionality^  is  denied* 

And  here,  sir,  in  the  very  front  ground  of  this 
inquiry,  as  to  the  expediency  of  this  restriction,  I 
place  at  once  the  injustice  of  slavery ;  and,  in  re- 
ply to  all  that  can  be  said  in  £eivoror  its  extension, 
I  End  an  unanswerable  argument  in  that  great 
maxim  of  imiversal  morality,  that  whatismorallv 
wrong  can  never  be  politically  right  We  think 
of  slavery,  sir,  as  if  it  werjB  an  evil  merely,  and 
seem  alnaost  to  forget  that  it  is  also  a  crime ;  that 
it  outrages  every*  principle  of  Justice  and  of  hu- 
manity, and  can  rest  for  its  defence  on  no  grounds 
irhicii  do  not  equally  support  the  tyrant  on  his 
throne,  and  the  despot  in  his  most  wanton  abuse 
of  power.    For  what  can  the  tyrant  do  more  than 


make  slaves  of  men?    And  what  can  the  despot 
wish  more  abject  than  the  submission  of  heredi- 
tary bondsmen?    When  I  am  told,  then,  that  it 
is  expedient  to  extend  slavery  to  Missouri,  I  answer, 
that  slavery  is,  in  itself,  by  the  laws  of  God  and  of 
nature,  a  moral  offence ;  an  act  of  tyranny  and  of 
injustice,  and,  therefore,  that  it  cannot  be  wise  or 
expedient ;  because  sound  policy  and  true  wisdom 
are  never  inconsistent  with  the  just  and  equal 
ri|;hts  of  man.    On  this  subject,  sir^  let  me  not  be 
nusunderstood.  Though  slavery  is  m  itself  unjust, 
I  do  not  thence  accuse  all  slavenoldas  of  injustice. 
I  am  willing  to  believe^  that  the  toleration  of 
slavery  in  the  Southern  States,  where  it  has  already 
taken  deep  root,  is  not  unjust  with  respect  to  them ; 
because  it  is  not  in  their  power  at  once  to  remove 
or  avoid  t^tis  great  moral  evil.    I  am  willing  to 
believe,  with  the  gentleman  from  Pennsidvania 
(Mr.  HaMPHiLL,)  t&t  a  present  qualified  rigni  may. 
m  this  instance,  have  srown  out  of  an  original 
wrong.  The  stream,  dark  and  turbid  in  its  fountain, 
may  yet  run  clear  as  it  wanders  down  the  valley. 
But  what  is  it,  sir^  that  can  thus  purify  even  slavery 
from  its  original  injustice?    I  answer,  the  neces- 
sity of  the  case.    It  is  not,  however,  interest,  con- 
venience, ease,  or  comfort,  under  the  name  of  ne- 
cessity ;  out  a  real,  dire,  uncontrollable,  and  most 
fatal  necessity,  which  can  alone  render  it  just  for 
one  man  to  deprive  another,  by  the  strong  arm  of 
power,  of  the  inalienable  right  of  freedom.    I  am 
willing  to  believe,  that  this  necessity  exists  in  the 
present  slaveholduig  States :  at  any  rate,  I  have 
no  inclination,  as  I  haveno  right,  to  inquirewhether 
it  does  or  not.    But  I  cannot  believe,  because  it  is 
not  even  pretended,  that  this  necessity  exists  in 
Missouri.    Slavery  has  hardly  yet  taken  root  in 
that  fruitful  soil;  and,  therefore,  what  is  to  be  tol- 
erated in  the  old  States,  only  because  it  cannot 
there  be  avoided,  is  unnecessary,  and  of  course 
criminal,  in  Missouri;  criminal  alike  in  those 
who  establish  it,  and  in  those  who,  having  the 
power  to  prevent,  yet  suffer  it  to  be  established 
there.     I  should  enlarge,  sir,  upon  this  topic, 
but  I  perceive  that  it  is  one  which  excites  no 
very  pleasant  fadings^  our  Southern  brethren; 
ana  I  am  driven  from  it  by  the  stem  tones  and 
the  repulsive  sesture  with  which  the  honorable 
Speaker  (Mr.  Clat)  has  warned  us  not  to  obtrude 
upon  him  with  our  New  England  wuHem,    Sir, 
what  are  these  notions?    Liberty,  equality,  the 
rights  of  man.    These  are  the  notions  which,  if 
we  cherish,  we  must  cherish  in  secret — ^which,  if 
we  entertain,  we  must  entertain  by  ourselves. 
These  are  the  notions  which  we  must  cast  aside 
when  we  leave  our  own  happy  homes,  and  which, 
if  by  chance  they  find  their  way  into  this  hall,  are 
to  be  repelled  with  the  charge  of  folly,  of  fanati- 
cism, of  a  negrophobia.      Sir,  if  there  be  any 
madness  in  this  case,  it  is  the  madness  of  those 
who  hu^  slavery  to  tneir  bosoms ;  if  there  be  any 
infatuation,  it  is  the  infatuation  of  those  who  are 
willing  to  desolve  the  Union,  rather  than  not  ex- 
tend this  pestiferious  institution  beyond  the  Mis- 
sissippi. But  I  forbear  to  press  further  this  branch 
of  the  inquiry,  and  withdraw  from  it  with  repeat- 
ing my  remark,  that,  what  is  unjust,  must,  for 
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that  reason  alone,  if  for  no  other,  he  inexpedient. 
Bat,  the  injastice  of  slavery  is  not  the  only 
reason  against  its  further  extension.  It  is  as  pre- 
judicial to  'the  country,  as  it  is  unjust  towards  its 
victims.  There  is  no  oranch  of  useful  lahor  which 
is  not  better  performed,  and  at  less  expense,  by' 
freemen  than  by  slaves.  Agriculture,  commerce, 
and  manufactures,  are  the  three  great  sources  of 
national  wealth.  With  respect  to  manufactures, 
they  can  hardly  be  said  to  exist  in  countries  where 
slavery  prevails  to  any  great  extent.  The  great 
manufacturing  establishments  of  this  country  are 
almost  exclusively  confined  to  the  non-slavehold- 
ing  States. 

Of  the  injurious  effects  of  slavery  on  com- 
merce, not  a  word  need  be  said.  Who  ever  heard 
of  a  mercantile  people  engaging  in  th^  pursuits 
of  commerce  with  the  labor  of  servile  hands  ?-■— 
We  accordingly  find  that  the  commerce  and  navi- 
gation of  the  United  States  belong  principally  to 
the  non-slaveholding  States ;  and  that  the  hardy 
seamen  who  have  borne  your  naval  thunders  in 
triumph  over  every  sea,  and  planted  the  stars  of 
your  union  in  a  sphere  of  glory,  whence  no  earth- 
ly power  can  ever  pluck  them  down,  were  not 
only  freemen  themselves,  but  bom  and  nurtured  in 
a  land  where  slavery  is  unknown. 

It  is  indeed  conceded  on  all  hands  that  the  slave- 
holding  States  are  not  extensively  engaged  in  com- 
merce o^  manufactures ;  but  it  is  said  they  are  an 
agricultural  people,  and  that  to  this  their  whole 
attention  is  directed.  But,  sir,  with  what  success  1 
The  labor  of  slaves,  though  it  costs  nothing  be- 
yond their  subsistence,  is  in  effect  the  dearest  and 
least  profitable  of  all  kinds  of  labor.  Feeling  no 
other  motive  than  the  fear  of  punishment,  they 
labor  slowly  and  with  great  reluctance,  and  seeK 
only  how  they  may  escape  with  the  least  possible 
exertion  from  their  daily,  and  to  them,  unprofita- 
ble tasks.  That  strongest  of  all  principles  implant- 
ed in  the  breast  of  man — the  desire  and  the  hope 
of  improving  his  condition — ^lightens  care,  and 
renders  toil  sweet  to  him  who  is  cheered  with  the 
constant  reflection  that  he  labors  for  himself,  and 
not  for  a  master.  Give  such  a  man  the  fee  simple 
of  a  barren  rock,  and  he  will  cover  it  with  ver- 
dure ;  plant  him  in  a  desert,  and  fertility  will  spring 
arouna  him.  Convenience  and  content  are  the 
companions  of  his  toil,  and  wealth  follows  in  the 
train  of  industrious  freedom.  On  the  contrary,  the 
slave  and  his  task-master,  placed  in  a  land  flow- 
ing with  milk  and  honey,  would  convert  even  the 
garden  of  Eden  into  a  desert  and  a  waste.  Whe- 
ther this  be  truth  or  fiction,  I  appeal  to  those  to 
say  who  have  surveyed  and  compared  the  varying 
aspects  of  our  common  country,  from  Maine  to 
Georgia,  in  reference  to  this  particular  object.  It 
would  be  easy  for  me  to  produce  the  highest  au- 
thorities in  support  of  my  opinion,  from  among  the 
first  men  in  the  slaveholding  States.  The  senti- 
ments of  Mr.  Jefferson  are  well  known,  and  have 
been  already  quoted  in  this  debate.  Those  which 
I  am  about  to  read  to  the  Committee  are  from 
another  distinguished  slaveholder,  who  states,  in 
languafipe  stronger  than  I  should  have  dared  to  use, 
facts  which  no  one  has  denied,  and  which  I  may 


therefore  be  pardoned  for  repeating  after  him. 
Greneral  Harper  says : 

**  No  person  who  has  seen  the  slaTeholding  Sutes 
and  those  where  slavery  does  not  exist,  and  has  com- 
pared ever  so  slightly  their  condition  and  aitoation, 
can  have  failed  to  be  struck  with  the  vast  difference  in 
favor  of  the  latter."  **  In  population ;  in  the  general 
diffusion  of  wealth  and  comfort ;  in  public  and  privtte 
improvements ;  io  the  education,  manners,  and  mode 
of  life,  of  the  middle  and  laboring  classes ;  in  the  Uet 
of  the  country ;  in  roads,  bridges,  and  inns ;  in  schools 
and  churches ;  in  the  general  advancement  of  improve- 
ment and  prosperity, — there  is  no  comparison.  The 
change  is  seen  the  instant  you  cross  the  line  which 
separates  the  country  where  there  are  slaves  from  that 
where  there  are  none.  Whence  does  this  arise  t  I 
answer,  from  this — that  in  one  division  of  the  coun- 
try the  land  is  cultivated  by  freemen,  for  their  on'n 
benefit ;  and  in  the  other  almost  entirely  by  slaves,  for 
the  benefit  of  their  masters." 

Sir,  this  is  the  testimony  of  a  slaveholder,  who 
states,  not  opinions  which  he  may  entertain,  bat 
facts  which  have  forced  themselves  upon  his  obsei^ 
vation — facts  which  you  and  I,  and  every  member 
of  this  House,  have  equally  witnessed.  If  then 
such  are  the  acknowledged  effectsof  slavery  wher- 
ever it  exists,  can  it  be  expedient  to  extend  these 
evils  to  the  people  of  Missouri  ?  No,  sir.  With 
the  economy,  the  industry,  the  equal  distribution 
of  propertv,  which  prevails  in  tree  States,  the 
South  would  present  an  aspect  altogether  different, 
and  would  become  in  every  respect  more  prosper- 
ous and  more  powerful  than  it  can  ever  nope  to 
be  while  its  generous  soil  yields  its  produce  only 
to  the  reluctant  and  unhallowed  labor  of  servile 
hands. 

If,  from  the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  we  turn  our 
attention  to  its  means  of  defence,  we  shall  find 
slavery  equally  unfavorable  to  the  military  strength, 
as  to  the  wealth  and  improvement  of  the  country. 
The  space  which  should  be  occupied  by  freemen 
is  filled  with  slaves,  and  from  them  your  armies 
draw  no  recruits.  But  this  is  not  all :  these  slaves 
are  an  oppressed  race,  ever  ready  to  break  out  in 
open  rebellion  a^inst  their  masters,  and  most 
ready,  and  most  likely  to  do  so,  when  a  foreign 
enemy  presses  hardest  upon  the  country — so  that^ 
when  our  whole  military  strength  is  required  foi 
defence  against  a  foreign  invader,  no  inconsidera- 
ble  portion  of  your  most  effective  force  must  Im 
employed  aeainst  this  domestic  foe,  to  awe  intc 
subjection  the  slaves  within  your  borders.  Thij 
source  of  weakness  must  increase  as  slavery  ex- 
tends, and  become  more  dangerous  in  every  sae 
ceeding  war.  It  is  a  fact,  well  established,  thai 
the  greater  part  of  our  regular  troops,  during  thi 
Revolution,  were  drawn  from  the  non-slaveholdio| 
States.  If  any  further  proof  were  required  of  this 
we  need  only  refer  to  the  statement  of  the  numbe 
of  Revolutionary  pensioners  laid  this  morning  upoi 
our  tables.  Thev  amount  to  something  more  thai 
sixteen  thousanu;  and  of  these  nearly  thirteei 
thousand  are  from  States  where  slavery  is  not  es 
tablished.  If  thev  are  to  be  taken  as  any  criterioi 
of  the  whole  numoer  in  service  from  different  part 
of  the  country,  the  free  States  must  have  furnishe 
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by  far  the  j^rea test  number  of  regular  troops  during 
that  eTentml  period.  I  have  been  told  by  the  ven- 
erable  gentleman  from  PennsylTania,  (Mr.  For- 
eestJ  who  was  himself  an  actor  in  the  scene,  that 
at  the  siege  of  York,  in  the  heart  of  Virginia,  there 

were  not  four  hundred  Virginia  troops,  exclusive 

of  militia|present  at  the  surrender  of  Cornwallis. 

Sir,  the  mstory  of  the  late  war  brings  us  to  the 
same  conclusion.  With  more  than  one-half  of  the 
people  of  New  England  opposed  to  that  war,  we, 
s2r,  the  Republicans  of  the  North,  furnished  more 
recruits  to  your  regular  army  than  any  other  por- 
tion of  the  country  of  equal  extent.  For  the  truth 
of  this  statement  I  refer  you  to  the  returns  in  the 
War  Office.  I  shall  ever  be  the  first  to  acknow- 
ledge, that  the  soldiers  of  the  South  and  the  West 
are  as  brave,  as  generous,  and  as  patriotic,  as  those 
of  aojT other  portion  of  tne  Union.  But  the  expe- 
rience of  all  our  wars  proves  that,  though  capable 
of  great  exertions  as  volunteers  and  militiamen, 
when  employed  for  a  short  time  on  a  particular 
serrice,  the  inhabitants  of  the  slaveholding  States 
do  not  furnish  the  country,  either  in  war  or  in 
peace,  with  many  regular  soldiers. 

I  am  aware,  sir,  that  the  topics  to  which  I  have 
here  alluded  are  of  a  delicate  nature ;  and  I  should 
not  have  adverted  to  this  view  of  the  subject,  con- 
clusive as  it  is  against  the  extension  of  slavery, 
but  to  repel  an  assertion,  oAen  made  in  this  debate, 
that,  whatever  may  be  the  evils  of  slavery,  they 
are  confined  exclusively  to  the  slaveholding  States, 
and  are,  therefore,  no  concern  of  ours.  Is  it  noth- 
ing (0  us  that,  in  more  than  half  the  Union,  a  state 
of  things  exists  unfavorable  to  commerce,  to  manu- 
fiictures,  to  agricultural  improvements,  and  which 
abstracts  materially  from  the  military  strength  and 
defence  of  our  conamon  country  ?  And  is  it  noth- 
ing to  us,  whether  our  new  confederates  brin? 
freedom  or  slavery,  strength  or  weakness,  with 
them  into  our  Union  ?  This,  then,  is  the  interest, 
deep  and  lasting,  which  we  have  in  the  present 
qoestion;  and  this  the  motive,  just  and  honorable, 
which  we  feel,  in  urging  witn  ardor  the  adoption 
of  a  measure  calculated,  as  we  believe,  to  promote 
all  the  great  objects  for  which  the  Government 
itself  was  at  first  established. 

A  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  RANnoLPn) 
has  told  us,  that  all  the  misfortunes  of  his  life  (thev 
havcj  he  says,  been  neither  few  nor  inconsiderable) 
ace  light  in  the  balance,  when  compared  with  the 
single  misfortune  of  having  been  born  the  master 
of  slaves.  Sir,  of  the  truth  of  this  remark  I  have 
not  the  slightest  doubt  It  is  one  of  the  peculiar 
evils  of  this  connexion,  that  it  is  alike  injurious  to 
the  master  and  to  the  slave — ^that  the  one  can  no 
more  avoid,  than  the  other  dares  avow,  or  avenge 
the  mutual  misfortune  and  injustice  of  tneir  several 
lots.  Knowing  this,  and  feeling  daily  the  misery 
and  the  dangers  of  slavery,  it  is  surelv  something 
more  than  strange,  it  is  all  but  incrediole,  that  the 
slaTeholding  States  should  yet  wish  to  entail  on 
the  country  west  of  the  Mississippi  this  tremen- 
dous calamity.  Such  was  not  formerly  the  state 
of  public  feeling  on  this  subject ;  on  the  contrary, 
the  desire  to  contract  the  limits  within  which  sla- 
very might  exist,  was  the  predominant  sentiment 


with  the  fathers  of  the  Revolution,  whether  from 
the  North  or  from  the  South.  The  ordinance  of 
1787  received  the  support  of  the  Southern  States ; 
and  the  restriction  on  slavery,  contained  in  its  sixth 
article,  was  introduced  on  tne  motion  of  Virginia. 
We  have  now  acquired  another  Territory,  even 
more  extensive  than  the  Northwest.  We  wish  to 
pursue  toward  it  the  same  policy,  and  impose  upon 
It  the  same  restriction ;  but  we  find  no  longer  a 
like  siipport  from  the  slaveholding  States.  The 
Jefi*ers6ns  of  the  present  day,  if  any  such  there  be, 
are  no  longer  heard  to  describe  slavery  as  a  crime ; 
there  is  no  longer  a  Patrick  Henry  in  the  South, 
to  denounce  it  as  inconsistent  with  Christianity; 
no  Tucker  to  refute,  with  irrefragable  arguments, 
the  miserable  sophistry  of  its  advocates;  and  as  for 
the  Grayson  of  our  times,  it  is  to  my  friend  from 
New  York,  (Mr.  Taylor,)  the  mover  of  this 
amendment,  and  not  to  any  son  of  the  South,  that 
this  humble  cognomen  must  now  be  applied.  Ail 
we  ask  of  the  South  is,  that  they  would  do  for  Mis- 
souri what  they  have  silready  done  for  Ohio,  Indi- 
ana, and  Illinois.  We  say  to  them,  if  you  cannot 
remove  slavery  from  among  yourselves,  do  not  ex- 
tend it  to  others;  let  it  sufiSce  for  your  justification, 
that  you  lament  its  existence,  that  you  load  with 
execrations  the  memory  of  those  by  whom  it  was 
fixed  upon  you ;  but  do  not  subject  yourselves  to 
the  same  censure  from  the  people  of  Missouri  in 
every  succeeding  age.  Your  condemnation  will 
indeed  be  greater  than  that  of  your  fathers.  To 
them  the  possession  of  slaves  might,  perhaps,  have 
appeared  an  advantage,  but  with  you,  who  have 
tried  it,  there  can  be  no  such  delusion. 

And  who,  sir,  is  to  sufier  by  this  measure  ?  Not 
the  free  States.  It  is  a  ix)int  conceded,  that  they 
will  gain  by  this  restriction.  Will  the  people  of 
Missouri,  then,  be  injured  by  it  ?  The  Speaker 
(Mr.  Clay)  has  told  us,  that,  if  asked  his  opinion 
by  the  people  of  Missouri,  he  would  advise  them 
not  to  establish  slavery  among  them.  The  same 
has  been  said  bv  others  opposed  to  this  restriction. 
The  question  ot  expediency,  then,  is  abandoned, 
as  to  the  free  States,  and  as  to  the  people  of  Mis- 
souri. They  will  both  gain  by  this  restriction. 
But  it  is  said  that  the  old  slaveholding  States  will 
be  injured  by  it,  and  that  the  country  west  of  the 
Mississippi  is  necessary  as  an  outlet  for  their  re- 
dundant slave  population.  Slavery,  it  is  said,  be- 
comes less  dangerous  by  being  more  widely  dif- 
fused. It  is,  we  are  told,  a  poison  which,  though 
deadly  in  itself,  may  be  weakened,  and  diluted, 
and  rendered  less  fatal,  by  dividinc^  it  amongst  a 
number,  and  giving  to  each  a  smaller  portion.  If 
this  were  indeed  the  case,  it  would  even  then  be 
ungenerous  and  unjust  in  us  to  seek  relief  in  our 
sunerinffs  at  the  expense  of  others,  or  to  extend  to 
our  brethren  (though  they  may  be  willing  to  share 
with  us)  the  bitter  in^dients  of  our  own  poisoned 
chalice.  But,  sir,  this  metaphor  is  inapplicable  to 
the  present  case:  and,  if  we  must  indulge  in  com- 
parisons, I  would  rather  liken  slavery  to  some 
noxious  plant — ^to  some  poison  tree — the  Bohon- 
Upas,  if  you  will.  And  what  are  we  now  called 
upon  to  00  ?  To  Jay  the  axe  to  the  root  of  this 
deadly  tree  ?    No,  sir ;  but  to  lop  its  excrescences 
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merely,  to  prune  its  too  exuberant  growth,  and  to 
transfer  to  the  fertile  regions  of  the  West  new 
scions  from  the  parent  stock,  there  to  flourish  and 
increase  in  rank  luxuriance,  till  their  fatal  branches 
shall  overshadow  and  darken  all  the  land.  Never 
was  hope  more  fallacious  than  that  of  lessening, 
permanently,  the  evils  of  slavery  in  the  old  States, 
oy  extending  them  to  the  new.  The  evil  is,  that 
we  have  already  a  million  and  a  half  of  slaves ; 
and  the  remedy  proposed  is  to  double  their  num- 
ber. Our  present  misfortune  is,  that  we  have 
eleven  slaveholding  States ;  and  we  hope  to  alle- 
viate this  misfortune  by  creating  as  many  more ! 
It  is,  indeed,  the  hope  of  desperation ;  it  is  drinking 
for  the  dropsy ;  it  is  the  relief,  short  and  fatal, 
which  the  involved  debtor  finds  in  new  loans  upon 
usurious  interest,  which  remove  misfortunes  for  a 
time,  that  they  may  return  again,  as  they  are  sure 
to  do,  with  accummated  force  upon  their  unhappy 
victim. 

But  we  are  told  if  this  restriction  is  imposed  it 
will  not  lessen  the  number  of  slaves  in  the  United. 
States,  and  that  thu  is  not,  therefore,  a  question 
respecting  the  increase  or  diminution  of  slavery. 
Sir.  I  a&m  that  this  is  the  precise  question  now 
to  oe  decided.  A  new  and  extensive  country  is 
about  to  be  settled ;  and  it  is  for  us  to  say  whether 
it  shall  be  inhabited  by  freemen  or  by  slaves.  In 
a  few  generations  at  tne  furthest,  it  must  be  filled 
with  the  one  or  the  other ;  and  will  it  be  pretended 
that,  with  twenty  slaveholding  States,  we  shall 
then  have  no  more  slaves  in  them  all  than  we 
should  have  vot  ten  ?  Suppose  there  were  but  one, 
would  there  be  as  many  slaves  in  Maryland,  for 
instance,  as  in  all  the  South  and  West  ?  It  can- 
not be  believed.  This  is,  then,  a  question  of  the 
increase  of  slavery. 

All  history  proves  that  emigration  does  not,  for 
any  considerable  time,  diminish  the  number  of  in- 
haoitants  in  the  country  which  they  leave.  The 
stream  Bows,  but  is  not  exhausted ;  it  overflows, 
but  its  banks  are  still  full,  and  not  the  less  so  for 
what  they  have  dischaxji^ed.  For  two  hundred 
yeais  the  tide  of  emigration  has  been  constantly 
setting.,  with  a  steady  current,  from  the  old  to  the 
new  world ;  yet  no  one  believes  that  Europe  is 
less  populous  now  than  she  would  have  been  if 
America  had  never  been  discovered.  On  the  con- 
trary, her  inhabitants  never  doubled  their  num- 
bers, within  such  short  terms,  as  since  the  discov- 
ery of  this  country.  In  Spain,  it  has  been  often 
remarked^  that  the  provinces  which  sent  forth  the 
most  emigrants  to  America  were,  at  the  same 
time,  the  best  peopled.  The  same  is  true  of  Ire- 
land. The  oppression  of  her  rulers  has  driven  her 
sons  to  seek  an  asylum  in  every  quarter  of  the 

flobe;  yet  no  part  of  the  Britisn  dominions  in 
«urope  has  increased  so  fast  in  inhabitants  for  the 
last  hundred  years  as  Ireland.  W^  see  the  same 
principle  of  population  exemplified  amonff  our- 
selves. From  I^ew  England  have  proceed^  those 
hardy  adventurtrs  who  have  filled  all  the  north- 
western States ;  who  have  settled  a  large  portion 
of  New  York ;  and  who  are,  in  short,  to  be  found 
in  every  Stat^  and,  I  may  almost  say,  in  every 
county  in  the  Union.    Yet  New  England,  thougn 


constantly  pouring  forth  such  swarms  <^  enai- 
grants,  is  at  the  same  time  the  most  populous  and 
best  settled  part  of  our  country.  In  short,  sir,  a 
moderate  and  steady  emigration  from  old  to  new' 
countries  is  the  surest  possible  nuethod  of  increas- 
ing the  number  of  inhabitants  in  the  old  and  new^ 
combined,  if  not,  as  I  believe,  in  each  .by  itself. 
Take  the  case  oi  slaves  in  our  own  coumry.  The 
States  of  Georgia,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Missis- 
sippi, and  Alabama,  have  been  supplied  with  slaves 
principally  from  Maryland,  Virginia,  and  the  twe 
Carolmas.  Yet  the  slaves  have,  in  the  meanlimje, 
increiised  in  these  latter  States  faster  than  the 
whites.  Is  not  this  a  mast  instructive  and  alann- 
ing  fact  ?  And  must  we  not  infer  that  their  fur- 
ther extension  will  be  attended  with  a  still  more 
rapid  increase  1 

JLook.  sir,  at  the  country  from  whence,  for  tw^o 
hundred  years,  these  unhappy  victims  have  been 
wafted  to  your  shores,  till  tne  new  world,  the  con- 
tinent, ana  the  isles,  nas  become  almost  a  second 
Africa,  covered  and  cursed  with  the  same  saUe 
race.  Yet  never,  since  the  commencement  of  the 
slave  trade,  has  Africa  been  more  populous  than 
she  is  at  the  present  day.  There,  as  here,  slaves 
have  been  constantly  in  demand ;  there,  as  here, 
they  have  been  a  profitable  article  in  market ;  there 
to  be  produced,  here  to  be  employed.  Sir,  there  is 
sometnlng  dreadful  in  the  idea  of  making  human 
flesh  the  object  of  human  trafl&c ;  but,  when  it  is 
so  considered,  the  ordinary  rules  of  trade  apply 
equally  to  this  as  to  other  oranches  of  commerce ; 
and  we  all  know  that  supply  and  demand,  in  the 
mercantile  world,  must  always,  for  any  given 
length  of  time,  correspond  very  nearly  with  each 
other.  If,  then,  there  is  a  demand  tor  slaves  in 
the  United  States,  that  demand  will  be  supplied. 
And  will  slavery  be  less  an  evil,  or  slaves  be  mcMe 
easily  managed,  when  you  have  ii^^  millions,  than 
now  that  you  have  only  one  or  two  ?  When  you 
have  twenty,  than  now  that  you  have  ^even 
slaveholding  States?  No,  sir;  time,  instead  of 
removing,  constantly  aggravates  the  evib  of  sla- 
very wherever  it  exists.  As  well  might  you  hope 
to  save  your  own  house  in  flames,  by  setting  fire 
to  your  neighbor's ;  to  remove  disease  already  con- 
tracted, by  mfecting  others  with  your  disorder ;  in 
a  word,  to  avoid  any  other  nusfortune,  by  involv- 
ing all  your  friends  m  the  same  calamity,  as  hope 
to  escape  the  plague  of  slavery  by  extendinjg  it  to 
the  States  west  of  the  Mississippi.  This^  then,  is 
my  conclusion :  the  slaveholding  States  will  event- 
ually sufler  nothing  by  this  restriction;  the  people 
of  Missouri  will  gain  every  thinff  by  it ;  and  &e 
free  States,  it  is  universally  acknowledged,  are 
most  deeply  interested  in  its  success. 

Let  us  examine  this  measure,  Mr.  Chairman,  in 
another  point  of  view.  We  are  all  united  in  our 
detestation  of  the  slave  trade.  Gentlemen  from 
the  South  and  the  Southwest  seem,  indeed,  emu- 
lous of  each  others'  eloquence,  in  denouncing 
this  disgraceful  trafi&c.  But,  what  is  it,  sir,  that 
constitutes  the  guilt  and  the  cruelty  of  the  slave 
trade?  I  answer,  it  is  the  breach  ot  every  tender 
and  every  domestic  tie — the  soiaration  of  parents 
from  theur  children,  of  husbanos  from  their  wives, 
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and  of  friends  and  connexions  from  those  with 
whom,  from  infancy,  they  have  been  united ;  it  is 
this:  it  is  carrying  them  strangers  to  a  strange 
land — ^which  constitutes  the  Intter  pill  in  the  cup 
of  slaTery.    And  yet  all  this,  and  worse,  occurs  in 
the  domestic  slare  trade,  carried  on,  for  many 
years  past,  to  a  very  great  extent,  between  Dela- 
ware, Maryland,  and  Virginia,  on  the  one  hand, 
and  the  smveholding  States  further  South  and 
West,  on  the  other.    It  may  well  be  doubted  whe- 
ther the  African,  poor  and  ignorant,  and  oppressed 
in  his  native  country,  sufiers  more  by  becoming  a 
slave  in  Alarvland  and  Virginia,  than  the  native 
black,  not  always  a  slave,  does,  by  beine  trans- 
ported from  this  temperate  climate,  and  tne  mild 
usage  he  may  here  receive,  to  toil  and  perish  in 
the  rice  fields  of  Georgia,  in  the  cypress  swamps 
of  Louisiana,  or  in  turning  up  new  grounds^  and 
piercing  the  deep  forests,  the  mterminable  wilder- 
ness of  Mississippi  and  Alabama,  or  the  yet  more 
remote  prairies  of  the  Missouri  and  the  Kansas. 
We  have  already  established  a  slave  trade  at  home, 
among  ourselves,  carried  on  even  here,  under  the 
eve  of  power,  in  this  seat  and  centre  of  federal  au- 
tnority,  and  within  sight  of  this  legislative  hall ; 
and  it  is,  Mr.  Chairman,  among  the  questions  in- 
volved in  this  restriction,  whether  this  domestic 
slave  trade  shall  be  increased  to  a  tenfold  extent, 
by  creating  an  insatiable  demand  for  slaves  beyond 
the  Mississippi ;  or  whether,  by  confining  slavery 
within  its  present  limits,  tnis  disgraceful  traffic 
ceasing  to  be  profitable,  shall  likewise  cease  to 
exist  ? 

Nor  is  this  measure  less  important  in  reference 
to  the  foreign  slave  trade.  It  is  certain  that  many 
slaves  are  annually  smu^led  into  the  United 
States  in  direct  violation  of  our  laws.  We  have, 
indeed,  been  told  that  their  number  is  small ;  and 
the  Speaker  (Mr.  Clay)  has  exhibited  to  us  a 
statement  of  some  three  or  four  hundred  slaves,  re- 
ported to  the  Government  as  having  been  illicitly 
introduced.  But,  does  he  suppose  that  this  is  all  ? 
or  would  he  have  us  infer  from  this  statement, 
that  the  slave  smugglers  regularly  inform  the  Gov- 
ernment of  their  criminal  proceedings  ?  No,  sir ; 
of  the  unbappy  beings,  thus  in  violation  of  all  laws 
transported  to  our  shores,  and  thrown  by  force 
into  the  mass  of  our  black  population,  scarcely  one 
in  a  hundred  is  ever  detected  by  the  ofiScers  of  the 
General  Ctovernment,  in  a  part  of  the  country, 
where,  if  we  are  to  believe  the  statement  of  Gov- 
ernor Kabuv, ''  an  officer  who  would  perform  his 
duty,  by  attempting  to  enforce  the  law,  (against 
the  slave  trade)  is,  by  many,  considered  as  an  of- 
ficious meddler,  and  treated  with  derision  and  con- 
tempt ;''  treated  with  derision  and  contempt,  sir. 
for  endeavoring  to  restrain  the  slave  trade !  Ana 
this  is  the  testimony  of  the  Gbvemor  of  Georgia, 
with  respect  to  the  people  of  his  own  State.  I 
have  been  told  by  a  gentleman,  who  has  attended 
particularly  to  this  subject,  that  ten  thousand  slaves 
were  in  one  year  smuggled  into  the  United  States; 
and  that,  even  for  the  last  year,  we  must  count  the 
number  not  by  hundreds,  but  by  thousands.  If  this 
be  true,  is  even  the  foreign  slave  trade  abolished 
amongst  us  ?    Our  laws  declare  that  it  is ;  but  our 


conduct  is  in  opposition  to  those  laws.  We  pro- 
hibit the  slave  trade,  and  yet  daily  create  new 
demands  for  slaves ;  thus,  holding  out  the  strongest 
inducements  to  violate  our  own  laws.  All  the 
armies  of  Napoleon  could  not  prevent  the  introduc- 
tion and  use  of  British  goods  on  the  Continent  of 
Europe.  And  why  not,  sir?  Because  those  goods 
were  cheap  at  Dover,  and  dear  at  Calais.  No 
more  can  your  laws  and  your  fleets  prevent  the  in- 
troduction of  slaves  in  the  United  States,  while 
those  slaves  are  cheap  in  Cuba,  and  dear  at  New 
Orieans.  If  you  would  destroy  the  slave  trade, 
begin  with  shutting  up  the  slave  markets  which 
you  have  opened  TOyond  the  Mississippi.  If  you 
will  not  do  this,  rq)eal  your  laws  against  the  slave 
trade  altogether  -,  and  ao  not  compel  the  dealer  in 
human  flesh  to  add  to  the  many  crimes  which  he 
must  daily  commit,  the  needless  one  of  violating 
your  laws,  since  you  mean  not  that  those  laws 
shall  be  enforced.  Sir.  there  is  no  one  who  hears 
me  that  would  not  revolt  at  such  a  course;  and  jet 
this  also  is  one  of  the  questions  we  have  to  decide, 
whether  we  shall  discountenance  the  slave  trade 
or  do  all  in  our  power^  short  of  repealing  our  laws 
against  it,  to  extend  its  range,  by  creating  a  new 
demand  for  slaves  in  the  West. 

But,  say  gentlemen  oti  the  other  side,  Missouri 
will  not  submit  to  your  restriction.  Are  you  states 
men,  says  the  Speaker,  and  have  you  not  looked 
forward  to  consequences  ?  Suppose  Missouri  re- 
sists, what  are  to  be  your  ulterior  measures  ?  Sir, 
this  objection,  like  many  others  urged  in  this  de- 
bate, is,  in  my  opinion,  founded  upon  a  misappre- 
hension of  the  character  and  the  consequences  of 
this  measure.  The  law  we  are  about  to  pass,  is 
not  an  ordinary  act  of  legislation.  It  is  not  an 
authority  vestea  in  the  Executive,  to  be  enforced 
by  him.  like  other  laws,  with  the  arm  of  the  civil, 
and,  ii  necessary,  of  the  military  power.  The 
people  of  Missouri,  when  met  in  convention,  may 
determine  that  it  is  inexpedient  for  them,  at  this 
time,  and  upon  these  terms,  to  become  a  State ; 
and  if  they  do  so  determine,  there  is,  as  I  have  al- 
ready shown,  an  end  of  our  present  act  This 
sinffle  fact,  which  no  one  will  deny,  appears  to  me 
to  furnish  a  conclusive  answer  to  all  that  has  been 
said  on  this  part  of  the  subject.  It  proves  at  once 
the  true  nature  of  this  transaction,  "^ich  is,  in  ef- 
fect, nothing  more  than  a  proposition  to  treat  with 
Missouri,  as  to  her  admission  into  the  Union.  This 
act  contains  our  first  proposals ;  if  they  are  rejected 
by  Missouri  (and  she  has  a  perfect  right  to  reject 
any  or  all  of  them)  we  may  tnen  propose  any  other 
terms,  more  or  less  favoraole  to  her,  provided  they 
are  not  inconsistent  with  the  Constitutional  limi- 
tations which  I  have  already  noticed. 

But,  we  are  told  Missouri  will  form  a  constitu- 
tion for  herself,  and  demand  admission,  and  that 
we  ^dare  not  refuse  her.  It  is  a  sufllcient  answer 
to  this  threat  of  consequences,  to  say,  that  Mis- 
souri has  no  right  to  do  so ;  that  she  is  a  Territory, 
and  can  never  become  a  State  without  our  con- 
sent. But  she  will  throw  off"  her  allwance,  and 
erect  an  independent  §[ovemment  of  her  own. 
And  has  it  come  to  this  ?  And  are  we  in  such 
i  want  of  new  confederates,  that  we  must  abandon 
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our  just  rights  for  fear  of  giying  offence  to  our 
forei^Q  Territories  ?  Are  the  good  old  thirteen, 
who  in  their  infancy  would  brook  no  insult  even 
from  the  parent  State,  already  reduced  so  low  as 
to  be  threatened  with  disunion  by  a  people  of 
whose  existence  they  are  hardly  yet  informed  ? 
Is  this  the  orphan  oi  the  West,  described  by  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Holmes)  as 
coming  by  the  way  of  the  wilderness,  with  her 
locks  wet  with  the  dews  of  night,  asking  shelter 
and  seeking  protection  beneath  the  arm  of  our 
power  ?  Or  18  it  rather  an  armed  warrior,  knock- 
ing, sword  in  hand,  at  our  gate,  and  threatening 
fiercely  to  demolish  the  portal  if  not  instantly 
thrown  open,  that  he  may  enter  ?  We  have  been 
told  by  the  Speaker  that  the  people  of  Missouri 
are  ready  to  shoulder  their  muskets,  to  march  en 
moBte^  and  force  their  way  into  this  hall.  Sir,  if 
this  be  indeed  so,  it  is  time  to  barricade  the  doors. 
If  it  be  an  enemy  that  is  advancing,  let  us  bar  our 
gates,  and  prepare  for  our  defence ;  and  for  doing 
this,  too,  there  is  more  and  better  reason,  if  within 
the  fortress  itself  there  be  those  who  would  throw 
down  the  barriers  and  welcome  in  the  invader. 

But,  not  only  will  Missouri  revolt  from  our  au- 
thority :  the  slaveholding  States  will  join  with  her, 
and,  u  this  restriction  passes,  the  Union  will  be 
dissolved.  Such,  sir,  is  the  language  which  I  have 
heard,  with  infinite  regret,  upon  this  floor,  not 
from  two  or  three  members  merely,  but  from 
almost  all  those  who  have  spoken  against  this 
amendment.  *In  my  mind,  Mr.  Chairman,  there 
would  be  much  more  of  terror  in  this  threat,  (or,  if 
a  milder  term  be  preferred,)  in  this  prediction,  of 
disunion,  if  it  were  now  for  the  first  time  employ- 
ed. But  it  has  been  often  used  before.  The  first 
threats  of  disunion  which  I  now  remember  in  our 
history  came  from  Kentucky,  where,  some  thirty 
years  ago,  certain  persons  threatened  to  join  the 
Spaniards  of  Louisiana  if  their  wishes  were  not 
granted.  It  is  not  now  thought,  I  believe,  that 
there  was  much  real  danger  to  the  Union  in  that 
case.  In  1798-9,  the  Union  was  a^in  said  to  be 
in  danger.  The  sound  then  came  irom  Virginia, 
and  was  loudly  echoed  back  by  her  daughter  of  the 
West.  Yet  no  division  followed.  I,  lor  one,  ap- 
plaud, sir,  the  Constitutional  opposition  which 
Virginia  then  made  to  certain  measures  of  the 
General  Grovernment ;  but  I  at  the  same  time  as 
decidedly  condemn  the  threats  of  disunion,  and 
those  ulterior  designs  of  armed  resistance,  which 
some  ardent  minds  were  supposed  then  to  entertain. 
In  1814-15  disunion  was  again  threatened  ;  and  I 
am  sorry  to  say  that  the  threat  then  came  from  the 
North.  But  mark  the  result.  When  the  people 
of  New  England  besan  to  suspect  that  certain 
leading  men  amonj^  them  were  in  favor  of  a  dis- 
solution of  the  Union,  they  abandoned  those  lead- 
ers. The  great  body  even  of  the  Federalists  said, 
we  disapprove  of  the  war,  indeed,  but  you  mistake 
us  altogether  if  you  think  us  unfriendly  to  the 
Union,  or  that  we  wish  to  destroy  the  Constitution. 
The  idea  of  a  division  of  the  States  met  nowhere 
with  more  pointed  disapprobation  than  in  New 
England ;  and  I  hazard  nothing  in  sa]^inff,  that  if 
armed  resistance  to  the  laws  had,  even  in  Vxe  dark- 


est period  of  the  late  war,  been  attempted  amongst 
us,  we  sir,  the  republicans  of  the  North,  without 
aid  from  our  Southern  brethren,  should  at  once 
have  put  down  insurrection,  and  by  our  own 
strength  alone  driven  treason  and  rebellion  out  of 
the  land.  But  the  enemies  of  the  Government  did 
not  dare  to  go  the  length  of  open  resistance. 

In  the  same  manner.  I  have  no  doubt  that  a  con- 
vention in  the  South,  naving  for  its  object  the  ex- 
tension of  slavery  to  Missouri,  would  be  equally 
unsuccessful  as  tne  convention  at  the  North.  Our 
malcontents,  whatever  might  have  been  their  real 
objects,  had  some  popular  topics  to  urge:  they 
were  the  friends  of  commerce  and  of  peace — ob- 
iects  dear  to  every  wise  and  enlightened  mind. 
But  what  would  the  founders  of  the  Southern  and 
Western  empire  have  to  urge  in  their  defence? 
Why,  sir,  the  author  of  their  new  declaration  of 
independence  would  have  to  sav,  not  as  our  fathers 
said  against  the  King  of  England,  that  the  slave 
trade  had  been  continued  contrary  to  their  wishes, 
but  that  Congress  had  endeavored  to  restrain  slave- 
ry within  its  ancient  limits ;  that  it  had  proposed 
its  inhibition  to  Missouri,  and  therefore  that  they, 
the  South  and  the  West,  no  longer  owed  all^iance 
to  the  Union.  Believe  me,  sir,  this  will  not  be 
their  course.  I  think  too  well  of  them  to  believe 
that,  in  such  a  cause,  they  would  resort  to  arms 
a^nst  their  brethren.  If,  unhappily,  a  dissolution 
ol  the  Union  should  ever  take  place,  it  will  not  be 
for  the  sake  of  extending  slavery  beyond  the  Mis- 
sissippi. If  the  Southern  and  Western  States 
should  ever  abandon  the  stars  and  stripes  of  our 
national  Union,  it  will  not  he  to  unfurl  for  them- 
selves a  standard  bearing  on  its  field  a  slave  mana- 
cled. No,  sir,  this  is  not  a  cause  in  which  to  enlist 
the  feelings  of  a  generous  and  enlightened  people, 
such  as  I  esteem  tnem  to  be.  They  may,  indeed, 
think  the  course  we  are  pursuing  impolitic  and 
unwise,  but  they  are  not  prepared,  with  armed 
force,  to  resist  the  measures  of  Congress,  and,  least 
of  all,  when  those  measures  have  Ibr  their  object 
the  diminution  of  slavery,  the  extension  of  U-ee- 
dom,  and  the  secure  enjoyment  of  the  equal  ri§^bts 
of  man.  When,  therefore,  disunion  is  predicted 
as  the  consequence  of  our  measures,  I  listen  to  it 
with  regret,  indeed,  but  also  with  incredulity ;  and 
therefore  without  dismay.  Sir,  our  Confederacy 
is  not  so  easily  destroyed ;  it  is  cemented  by  the 
mutual  interests  of  all  its  members:  and  the  un- 
derstandings, the  afiections,  and  the  hearts,  of  the 
people  are  Knit  together  in  one  common  bond  of 
indissoluble  union. 

Much  has  been  said,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  this  de- 
bate, respecting  the  motives  of  the  friends  of  this 
restriction  j  and  an  appeal  has  been  made  to  vul- 
var prejudices  by  calling  it  a  federal  measure,  as 
if  its  merits  could  depend  upon  its  authors.  Yet 
I  am  willing  to  try  it  even  by  this  test,  since  it  is 
well  known  that  it  originated  with  Republicans ; 
that  it  is  supported  by  Kepublicans  throughout  the 
free  States ;  and  that  the  Federalists  of  the  South 
are  its  warm  opponents.  The  question,  then,  is 
not  between  Federalists  and  Republicans,  but  be- 
tween slaveholders  and  those  who  hold  no  slaves. 
It  is  a  knowledge  of  this  fact  which  has  induced 
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the  free  States,  usually  so  much  divided  among 
themselves,  to  advance  on  this  occasion  with  so 
mach  ardor  and  unanimity  to  the  attainment 
of  their  object.  And  well  might  they,  in  such  a 
cause,  throw  aside  their  local  jmousies,  their  petty 
feuds,  snd  their  temi>orarv  strifes,  when  the  best 
hopes  of  man  are  all  involved  in  the  issue ;  when 
the  lasting  prosperitj  of  the  Union  is  at  stake,  and 
tbeir  own  peculiar  interests  all  cast  upon  the  die. 
With  us,  disunion  would  be  suicide ;  lor  we  stand 
here  merely  on  the  defensive ;  and  most  untruly 
and  uo justly  is  it  said,  that  we  are  seeking  to  in- 
jure or  degrade  the  Southern  States,  while  we 
wish  only  to  defend  ourselves.  Whether  with  or 
without  slaYes,  Missouri  will  still  be  a  Southern 
State — Southern  in  her  position^  in  her  character, 
in  her  interests,  and  in  ner  political  connexions. 
To  all  this  we  have  nothing  to  object.  We  only 
wish  that  she  should  not  be  a  slaveholding  State. 
It  is  not  Southern  influence  or  Southern  representa- 
tion to  which  we  are  imfriendly — but  slave  influ- 
ence and  slave  refwesentation  which  we  wish  to 
confine  within  the  limits  of  the  present  States, 
and,  in  so  doing,  w^e  only  fulfil  tne  wishes  and 
expectations  of  tne  people,  when  the  Constitution 
itself  was  first  adopted. 

If  we  look  hack  to  the  debates  of  the  State  coi^- 
ventionsb  we  shall  find  that  the  Constitution  was 
universally  considered  as  leading  to  the  gradual 
abolition  of  slavery,  even  in  the  old  States,  and 
as  fumishini^  no  excuse  for  its  extension  to  the 
new.  Of  this  fact  it  would  be  easy  to  produce  the 
fullest  proof.  In  Massachusetts  convention,  Judge 
Dawes  said,  in  defending  the  Constitution  even 
for  tolerltinj^  slavery,  "  the  convention  did  all  thev 
'  could  in  this  case ;  and  we  may  say  that,  thougn 


ment  of  men  who  adopted  the  Constitution  under 
this  belief,  if  they  had  bisen  told  that,  within  the  first 
generation,  slavery  would  extend  over  twice  its 
ancient  limits,  and  that,  instead  of  being  smitten 
by  an  apo]dexv,  or  dyine  of  a  consumption,  it  was 
to  receive  fresn  strength  under  the  new  Govern- 
ment, and  have  infus^  into  it,  by  this  very  Con- 
stimtion,  new  life  and  vigor ?  "The  migration 
and  importation,"  said  General  Heath,  in  the  same 
^  assembly,  '^is  confined  to  the  States  now  existing 
'  only  -,  new  States  cannot  claim  it.  But  whether 
'  those  in  slavenr,  in  the  Southern  States,  will  be 
*  emancipated  aRer  1808, 1  do  not  pretend  to  deter- 
'  mine— 1  rather  doubt  it."  An  opinion  it  seems 
prevailed,  that  Congress  might  abolish  slavery, 
even  there,  alter  1808  ;  this  he  rather  doubted,  but 
said  that  slavery  could  not  be  extended  to  the  new 
States.  No  one  can  read  these  debates  without 
perceiving,  that  the  Constitution  would  never  have 
been  adopted  in  Massachusetts,  had  it  not  been 
conadered  as  unfavorable  to  slavery,  even  within 
its  ancioit  limits !  The  same  may  be  be  said  of  all 
the  New  England  States.  T  he  like  sentiments  were 
dlso  expressed  in  the  New  York  convention  and 
were  urged  with  equal  confidence  in  Pennsylvania. 
^  The  new  States,"  said  Judge  Wilson,  who  was 
himself  one  of  the  framers  of  the  Constitution, 


<*  will  be  under  the  control  of  Congress  in  this  par- 
titular,  and  slaves  will  never  be  introduced  among 
them."  "Yet  a  few  years,"  he  adds,  "and  Con- 
gress will  have  the  power  to  exterminate  slavery 
from  within  our  borders."  We  find  the  same  opin- 
ions expressed  even  in  the  slaveholding  States: 
"  There  is  no  clause,"  said  George  Mason,  in  the 
Virginia  convention,  "  that  will  prevent  the  North- 
em  and  Eastern  States  from  meddling  with  our 
whole  property  of  this  kind."  Patrick  Henry  went 
even  further — ^"  Congress,"  said  he,  "  may  hberate 
every  one  of  your  slaves,  if  they  please.  They 
have  the  power  in  clear  unequivocal  terms,  and 
will  clearly  and  certainly  exercise  it." 

It  is  sorely  unnecessary  to  quote  further  author^ 
ities.  I  have  not  produced  these,  as  containing 
my  ovm  views  of  the  Constitution ;  for,  in  some 
respects,  they  are  certainly  incorrect ;  but  merely 
to  show,  woat  the  whole  history  of  the  times 
proves,  that  the  framers  of  the  Constitution^  and 
those  by  whom  it  was  adopted,  both  its  friends 
and  its  enemies,  in  every  part  of  the  country^  con- 
sidered it  as  leading  gradually  to  the  abohtion  of 
slavery  in  the  old  States,  and  as  guarding  effiec- 
tually  against  its  introduction  into  Uie  new  States. 
In  proposing  the  present  measure,  then,  we  are 
only  doing  what  was  expected  from  us  by  the 
founders  of  our  Republic ;  and  it  is,  therefore,  not 
on  us,  but  on  our  opponents,  that  the  imputation 
rests,  of  introducing  new  and  alarming  doctrines, 
unknown  to  our  fathers^  and  unsanctioned  by  the 
Constitution,  The  free  States,  sir,  would  never 
have  come  into  this  Union,  had  they  supposed  it 
possible  that,  within  the  first  generation,  they 
would  become  a  minority  in  the  Government. 
There  wants  but  one,  on  the  other  side,  to  make 
them  so  at  present  in  the  Senate ;  and,  at  this 
moment,  the  representation  of  slaves  alone,  on  this 
floor,  exclusive  of  the  whites,  exceeds  in  number, 
and,  on  this  very  question,  out-votes  all  the  Rep- 
resentatives from  six  out  of  eleven  of  the  non- 
slaveholdinff  States. 

Feeling  the  weight  of  this  slave  representation, 
and  knowing  with  what  fatal  activity  it  increases, 
is  it  strange  that  the  free  States,  believing  they 
possess  authority  under  the  Constitution,  should 
wish  to  prevent  its  existence  in  States  hereafter  to 
be  admitted,  as  they  have  already  prevented  it 
in  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois  ?  No,  sir,  in  such 
a  cause  it  would  be  strange  indeed  if  the  best  hearts 
and  the  best  minds  of  oar  country,  its  wisdom  and 
its  virtue,  were  not  all  engasred  on  this  occasion. 
Nor,  in  truth,  have  the  free  States  been  wanting 
to  themselves  on  this  great  day  of  their  trial ;  and 
if  we,  their  representatives  on  this  floor,  have  but 
firmness  to  perform,  nainful  as  it  may  be,  the  du- 
ties of  our  station,  all  will  be  well  with  them — all 
will  yet  be  well,  if  we  are  but  true  to  our  constit- 
uents, and  true  to  ourselves.  And  what,  let  me  ask, 
have  we  seen  or  heard,  on  this  occasion,  that  we, 
above  all  others,  should  shrink  from  this  duty,  or 
hesitate  and  falter  in  its  performance?  Is  itnhe 
conduct  of  the  Senate  in  connecting  Maine  with 
Missouri ;  or  the  declaration  that,  in  future,  no  free 
State  shall  be  admitted  till  a  slaveholding  State 
can  be  found  to  form  a  balance  to  it  in  the  Senate? 
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Is  it  the  doctrine,  now  advanced,  tha^  instead  of 
three-fifths,  all  the  slaves  ought  to  be  represented  ? 
Or  is  it  the  asserticm,  that  slavery  is  the  natural 
state  of  man,  and  that  slaves  are  happier  than 
their  masters ;  or,  at  any  rate,  that  their  condition 
is  better  than  that  of  soldiers  and  seamen ;  and 
thatslavery  is  not  only  established  in  practice  among 
all  nations,  but  is  agreeable  to  the  laws  of  nature, 
and  expressly  sanctioned  by  our  religion  ?  Are 
these  the  arguments  by  which  we  are  to  be  per- 
suaded to  forego  our  just  rights  on  this  occasion  ? 
Sir,  on  my  mind  they  produce  an  effect  directly 
the  reverse  of  that  intended  by  their  authors. 
When  I  hear  slavery  in  the  Southern  States  la- 
mented as  an  evil,  wnich  they  cannot  immediately 
remove,  I  acquiesce  in  the  justice  of  this  defence. 
But  when  gentlemen  go  further,  and  not  merely 
.  excuse  ski  very,  but  pronounce  its  eulogium ;  when 
they  tell  us  that,  however  bad  it  may  be  for  the 
slave,  it  is  no  injury  to  the  qiaster;  that  he  gains 
by  it,  that  his  ease  and  convenioiee  are  promoted, 
and,  Ihocfore,  that  it  ought  not  to  be  touched,  1 
tremble  for  the  stability  of  our  republican  institu- 
tions. For  on  what  does  this  defence  of  slaviery, 
in  the  abstract,  rest,  but  on  this — ^that  by  the  de- 
crees of  providence,  one  man  is  born  to  labor,  and 
another  to  enjo>[  the  fruits  of  that  labor ;  that  one 
is  bom  with  a  right  to  govern,  and  another  bound 
to  obey ;  the  one  a  master,  the  other  a  slave  ?  And 
what  IS  this  but  the  very  essence  of  kingly  gov- 
ernment— ^the  doctrine  or  tyrants,  in  every  age — 
*'the  enormous  faith  of  millions  made  for  one." 

These,  then,  are  the  motives  of  our  conduct : 
we  find  slavery  unjust  in  itself;  adverse  to  all  the 
great  branches  of  national  industry ;  a  source  of 
danger  in  time  of  war;  repugnant  to  the  first 
principles  of  our  Republican  Uovernment;  and, 
in  all  these  ways,  extending  its  injurious  effects  to 
the  States  where  its  existence  is  not  even  tolerated. 
We  believe  that  we  possess,  under  the  Constitu- 
tion, the  power  necessary  to  arrest  the  further  pro- 
gress of  this  great  and  acknowledged  evil ;  and 
the  measure  now  proposed  is  the  joint  result  of 
all  these  motives,  acting  upon  this  beHef,  and 
guided  by  our  most  mature  judgments  and  our 
best  reflections.  As  such,  we  present  it  to  the 
people  of  Missouri,  in  the  firm  persuasion  that  we 
shall  be  found,  in  tfie  end,  to  have  consulted  their 
wishes  not  less  than  their  interests  by  this  measure. 
For  what,  sir,  is  Missouri  1  Not  the  comparative- 
ly few  inhabitants  who  now  possess  the  country ; 
but  a  State,  large  and  powerful,  capable  of  con- 
taining, and  destined,  I  trust,  to  contain  half  a 
million  of  virtuous  and  intelligent  freemen.  It  is 
to  their  wishes  and  their  interest  that  I  look,  and 
not  to  the  temporary  blindness  or  the  lamentable 
dfelnskms  of  the  present  moment.  If  this  restric- 
tion is  imposed,  m  twenty  years  we  shall  have  the 
people  of  Missouri  thanking  us  for  the  measure, 
as  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois  now  thank  the  Old 
Congress  for  the  ordinance  of  1787.  The  exist- 
^oe  of  a  State  is  not  limited  to  a  single  genera- 
tion. Its  inhabitants,  yet  unborn,  have  claims 
upon  our  wisdom  and  our  care ;  and  it  is  for  us  to 
determine  what  shall  be  their  character  and  their 
fcnrtimes.    It  is  in  the  first  formation  of  societies 


alone,  that  individuals  have  any  considerable  in- 
fluence upon  ^vemments ;  and  that  few  persons 
have  it  sometimes  in  their  power  to  Sx  the  perma- 
nent character  and  enduring  {rolicj  of  States  and 
nations ;  to  say  whether  their  institutions  shall  be 
free  or  slavish,  framed  for  the  benefit  of  a  few,  or 
securing  equal  rights  to  all.  But,  af%er  a  govern- 
ment is  once  formed,  and  the  institutions  of  the 
country  become  fairly  settled,  though  at  first  bat 
the  mere  creatures  of  man's  power,  they  act,  in 
tum^  as  the  masters  of  his  will;  and  form  and 
fashion,  to  their  own  likeness,  the  national  char- 
acter of  the  people.  Never  was  this  remark  more 
applicable  than  to  the  present  case.  It  is  in  oar 
power,  by  a  single  act,  to  determine  the  character 
and  the  policy  of  Missouri  in  this  important  sub^ 
ject,  connected,  as  it  is,  with  so  many  others,  for 
all  succeeding  times;  and  to  say^  whether  the 
people  whom  we  admit  into  our  Union  shall  bring 
to  it  a  system  of  equal  rights,  extending  the  bless- 
ings of  freedom  alike  to  all,  or  introduce  with 
them  an  odious  monopoly  of  power  and  of  wealth, 
unjust  to  its  victims,  and  injurious  to  its  authors. 
As  we  may  this  day  decide,  posterity  will  bless 
us  for  laying  broad  and  deep  the  foundations  of 
an  equal  government,  or  load  our  memories  with 
the  malediction  of  ages,  for  mistaking  or  neglect- 
ing their  intere^ts^  and  forgins;  chains  for  them, 
which  we,  the  freemen  of  America,  disdained 
ourselves  to  wear.  It  is  not  often  that  legislators 
have  it  in  their  power  to  do  so  much  good,  or  in- 
flict so  much  evil  on  mankind ;  and  fortunate  in- 
deed will  be  our  lots,  if  we  are  but  found  equal  to 
the  glorious  task — if  we  are  but  wise,  according 
to  the  measure  of  our  duties,  and  firm  and  faithful 
to  the  end,  in  the  discharge  of  this  mighty  trust. 

Mr.  Edwaros,  of  Connecticut,  spoke  as  follows: 

Mr.  Chairman :  Af^er  the  very  able  discussion 
this  subject  has  undeigone,  it  may  be  considered 
an  evidence  of  vanity  for  me  to  suppose  I  shall  be 
Me  to  communicate  any  thin^  oew.  But  there 
are  some  views  in  which  this  subject  has  presented 
itself  to  my  mind,  which  I  do  not  recollect,  as  yet, 
to  have  heard  distinctly  stated.  If  I  should  be 
unable  to  add  any  thing  to  the  stock  of  information, 
the  importance  of  the  subject  and  its  interesting 
nature  will  be  a  sufl&cient  apology  for  my  occupy- 
ine^a  small  portion  of  the  time  or  the  Committee. 

This  subject  is  important,  not  only  on  account 
of  its  effects  o]pon  the  future  prosperity  and  wel- 
fare of  the  nation,  but  on  account  of  the  extreme 
interest  felt  in  it  by  almost  every  portion  of  this 
community.  The  local  and  sectional  f^lin^  in- 
volved in  this  question  are,  of  themselves,  sumcient 
to  attach  to  it  no  ordinary  degree  of  importance. 
This  is,  perhaps,  the  first  instance  in  which  a 
question  has  arisen,  since  the  organization  of  our 
Government,  where  die  division  of  sentiment  could 
be  traced  on  the  map  of  our  country. 

The  first  subject  presented  for  our  consideration 
is  the  constitutionality  of  the  proposed  amendment 
Several  parts  of  the  Constitution  have  been  re- 
sorted to.  I  shall  avail  myself  of  one  only,  not 
because  this  is  the  only  part  which  has  a  bearing 
upon  this  subject,  but  because  this  is  sufficient ;  a 
resort  to  any  other  is  unnecessary ;  and  there  are 
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some  expressions  in  that  instrament  upon  which 
the  charges  have  been  so  often  run^,  in  the  coarse 
of  this  discussion,  that  the  sound  ot  them  has  be- 
come unpleasant  to  me,  and  I  presume  it  is  so  to 
every  member  of  this  Committee. 

By  the  Constitution,  Congress  is  vested  with 
the  power  of  admitting  new  States  into  this  Union. 
This  vests  Congress  not  merely  with  the  power  of 
admission,  but  gives  them  the  power  of  doing  all 
acts  necessary  to  carry  this  power  into  effect. 
Thii,  it  is  presiuned,  will  not  be  denied;  it^has 
not  yet  been,  and,  until  it  is,  I  shall  consider  it  as 
admitted.    It  also  vests  Congress  with  the  power 
of  doing  all  acts  necessary  to  execute  this  power, 
in  such  a  manner  as  will  effect  the  object  for 
which  the  power  was  granted.    The  latter  prop- 
osition is  considered  eq[Uftlly  evident  with  the  first. 
No  one  would  doubt,  in  a  case  of  this  kind  in  the 
ordinary  concerns  of  life,  (and  there  can  be  no 
reason  why  there  should  be  any  doubt  in  this,)  the 
principles  which  govern  both  instances  are  the 
same.    Where  the  manner  of  doing  a  thing  is  not 
pointed  out,  it  is  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  person 
or  body  authorized  to  act,  and  the  only  rule  by 
which  their  conduct  is  or  can  be  regulated  is,  the 
object  for  which  the  power  of  acting  was  conferred. 
To  ascertain  the  object  for  which  the  power  of 
admitting  new  States  was  vested,  we  must  resort 
to  the  preamble  of  the  Constitution.    The  objects 
oonteiDplfiited  by  the  framers  of  that  instrument, 
and  b^  the  people  of  the  United  States,  are  there 
specified ;  it  is  unnecessary  to  recapitulate  the 
whole ;  they  are,  perhaps,  all  embraced  and  inclu- 
ded in  this  one,  the  promotion  of  the  "general 
welfare."  It  is  not  claimed  by  me  that  this  preamble 
confers  power ;  I  considei:  it  merely  as  a  direction 
as  to  the  nuinner  in  which  the  powers  conferred  in 
the  instrument  are  to  be  exercised.    The  preamble, 
perhaps,  expresses  nothing  more  than  would  have 
been  implied  without  it.    But  the  wise  men  who 
framed  that  instrument  have  relieved  us  from  the 
necessity  of  resorting  to  implication. 

I  ask,  whose  welfare  is  here  contemplated  ?  To 
this  onlr  one  answer  can  be  given :  the  welfare  of 
those  wno  framed  and  adopted  this  instrument — 
the  welfare  of  the  parties  to  the  Confederation. 
We  are  noU  nor  have  we  ever  been,  Quixotes  in 
the  cause  oi  libertv.  We  wish  well  to  the  human 
race,  but  hitherto  nave  deemed  it  sufficient  to  take 
care  of  ourselves,  and  leave  other  nations  to  take 
care  of  themselves.  Notwithstanding,  ill  the  course 
of  this  discussion,  we  have  been  reminded  of 
France,  and  of  the  horrors  which  in  that  country, 
resulted  from  the  doctrines  of  liberty  and  equalitv ; 
and  it  has  been  intimated  that  we  are  pursuing  tne 
same  course,  and  that  it  may  lead  to  as  desperate 
results.  I  humbly  conceive-  the  charge  and  the 
prediction  are  equally  groundless.  The  fervor  of 
revolution  with  us  is  past  Liberty  is*  not  to  us  a 
new  theme ;  it  did  not,  even  in  the  infancy  and 
extreme  youth  of  our  nation,  so  fire  our  brain  as  to 
make  us  forget  that  we  are  men,  and  subject'  to 
the  frailties  of  human  nature ',  and  we  are  in  bo 
danffer,  at  the  present  day,  when  nearly  arrived  at 
ooanhood,  of  being  hurried  to  extremes  upon  this, 
or,  I  trust,  any  other  subject. 

16th  Con.  1st  SE88w-^i6 


It  is  conceived  that  it  will  not  be  for  the  interest 
of  the  United  States  that  Missouri  should  be  admit- 
ted into  the  Union,  imless  the  further  introduction 
of  slavery  there  should  be  interdicted.  How  is  this 
object  to'oe  accomplished  ?  It  is  to  be  accomplished 
in  this  wsiy,  and  perhaps  in  this  way  only.  Inde- 
pendent 01  this  law,  if  tne  people  of  Missouri  should 
form  a  constitution,  and  the  further  introduction 
of  slavery  should  be  prohibited,  what  security  should 
we  have  ?  they  might  alter  their  constitution  at 
pleasure.  This  is  the  only  way  in  which  the  ob- 
ject contemplated  can  be  secured,  and,  if  this  mode 
cannot  be  taken,  and  the  same  views  continue  to 
be  entertained,  Missouri  can  never  be  admitted  into 
the  Union;  she  may  write  mene  tekel  upon  her 
claims. 

We  have  heard  much  upon  this  occasion  of 
State  rights.  When  we  talk  of  State  rights  what 
rights  do  we  mean,  and  whose  rights  ?  iVe  must 
mean  the  rights  of  our  own  States — ^those  States 
we  represent.  These  are  the  rights  We  are  bound 
to  guard  and  protect,  and  it  is  enough  for  us  that 
we  do  ^fuard  and  protect  these.  The  peo^e  of 
Missouri  will  take  care  of  their  rights ;  and  I  xnow 
not  why  we  should  be  apprehensive  that  they  will 
iminroviden  tiv  sacrifice  them.  From  some  remarks 
which  have  been  made,  I  should  infer  the  present 
States  had  no  rights,  or  next  to  none ;  that  is,  col- 
lectively taken ;  for  we  are  denied,  it  seems,  the 
poorest  privilege  possessed,  not  merely  by  the 
smallest  community,  but  by  the  meanest  individual 
of  our  species,  the  privilege  of  choosing  our  com- 
pany ;  or,  I  might  rather  say,  the  privilege  of  de- 
t^minin^  with  whom  we  will  not  associate.  For, 
the  principles  which  have  been  advanced  upon  this 
occasion,  go  the  length  of  a^isertinff  that  we  are 
bound  to  admit  Missouri,  that  we  have  no  option 
or  volition  upon  the  subject,  and  that  we  are  bound 
to  take  her  as  she  is — 

**  Un  appointed,  unanol'd, 
"  With  all  her  imperfections  on  her  head." 

And  who  or  what  is  Missouri  ?  She  is,  as  to 
us.  on  the  present  occasion,  an  independent  power. 
We.  at  her  request,  meet  her.  and  treat  with  her  as 
such.  We  accord  to  her  all  the  attributes  of  this 
character,  and  we  merely  claim  for  ourselves  the 
same  rights  and  privileges. 

The  admission  of  a  new  State  is  not  an  ordinary 
act  of  legislation :  it  is  the  most  solemn  act  Con- 
gress can  perform.  Other  acts  are  temporary,  this 
IS  perpetual ;  for  although  Congress  may  admit  a 
State  into  the  Union,  yet  Congress  possesses  no 
power  of  getting  a  State  out  of  the  Union ;  nor  is 
there  a  power  of  this  kind  vested  anywhere.  A 
State  once  admitted,  is  admitted  forever ;  and  shall 
it  be  said  that  in  this  case,  of  all  others,  our  hands 
are  tied,  that  we  are  vested  with  no  discretion  ?  Is 
it  possible  that  the  framers  of  our  Constitution 
could  have  been  so  mad,  as  to  divest  themselves, 
in  this  the  most  important  of  all  our  concerns  as  a 
nation,  of  the  means  of  self-defence  ?  Were  they 
afraid  to  trust  themselves  with  this  power  lest  it 
should  be  abused  to  the  prejudice  of  themselves  ? 
This  is  presuming  a  distrust  which  is  altogether 
at  variance  witi^  those  principles  by  which  man  is 
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ordinarily  actuated.  We  often  distrust  others,  but 
we  never  distrust  ourselves.  It  is  presupiinff  too 
much,  to  presume  a  jealousy,  which,  by  withnold- 
ing  a  power  from  a  fear  that  it  might  be  abused, 
makes  inevitable  as  sreat,  or  perhaps  greater  evils, 
than  any  abuse  of  this  power  could  possibly  have 
produced. 

Liet  us,  however,  take  the  gentlemen  upon  thaif 
own  grounds.  It  is  allowed  we  have  the  power 
to  admit  or  refuse  admission,  but  it  is  claimed  our 
power  extends  not  in  the  leas^t  degree  beyond  this. 
We  will  suppose  that  we  are  now  considerinj§r 
whether  Missouri  shall  be  admitted  or  not,  and  th^ 
condition  is  out  of  the  question.  In  the  discus- 
sion of  this  subject  her  admission  is  objected  to, 
because  slavery  exists  there,  and  because  its  fur- 
ther introduction  and  extension  is  not  prohibited. 
When  the  vote  is  finally  taken,  it  appears  there  is 
a  majority  opposed  to  her  admission.  How  are 
the  people  of  that  country  to  be  informed  why  their 
request  is  not  granted  ?  They  are  to  learn  it  as 
well  as  they  can  from  the  discussion  which  has 
taken  place  in  Congress,  and  from  what  may  be 
picked  up  in  conversati(m  with  the  members*  The 
people  of  Missouri,  then,  obviate  this  objection, 
aad  renew  their  a|»plication.  In  determining  upon 
her  admission,  it  is  not  necessary  that  every  sub- 
ject connected  with  it  should  be  brought  up,  con- 
sidered, and  examined.  If  there  be  one  insuperable 
objection  to  her  admission  at  the  time  she  applies, 
those  who  are  to  decide  will  not  consider  toem- 
selves  required  to  go  further :  at  that  time  this  will 
gpvern  their  votes.  When  she  applies  a  second 
time,  her  situation  in  other  respects  will  be  exam- 
ined— her  boundaries  will  come  under  considera- 
tion ;  and  on  the  subject  of  boundaries  I  conceive 
we  are  in  a  peculiar  manner  entitled  to  a  voice. 
It  will  be  borne  in  mind,  that  a  coosiderable  part 
of  that  district  of  country  which  is  now  proposed 
to  be  included  in  Missouri  is  exclusively  the  prop- 
erty of  the  United  States,  both  as  to  soil  and  juris- 
diction. We  therefore  have  an  interest,  not  merely 
in  the  size  of  the  State,  as  a  constituent  branch  of 
this  Confederacy,  but  as  owners  of  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  territory  it  embraces,  and  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  contiguous  country.  We  iiave  tnere* 
fee  a  pecuniary  as  well  as  a  political  interest. 
The  present  inhabitants  of  Missouri  cannot,  upon 
an)F  pretext  whatever,  claim  either  territorial  or 
ittridical  rights  beyond  the  soil  over  which  they 
have  an  ownership  as  individuals.  The  bounda- 
ries of  the  State  are,  therefore,  a  proper  subject  of 
arrangement  between  them  and  us. 

We  might  not  be  satisfied  with  the  boundaries 
they  proposed.  They  might  confcarm  to  what  they 
posed  to  be  our  wishes  in  this  respect,  and  apply 
a  taird  time.  Possibly  some  other  objection  might 
then  be  mad^  and  finally  we  come  to  precisely 
the  same  result  we  should  by  the  present  course. 
Is  it  not  better,  both  for  us  and  the  people  of  Mis- 
souri, that  we  should  speak  to  her  at  once — speak 
to  her  in  an  authentic  and  official  form,  and  in 
the  only>  way  in  which  we  can  so  speak — by  a 
legislative  act,  sanctioned  by  all  the  branches  of 
the  Government.  In  substance,  I  cannot  possibly 
discover  any  difference  in  the  two  courses,  and,  in 


point  of  form,  the  one  now  proposed  has  infinitely 
the  advantage. 

Upon  the  Constitutional  question,  therefore,  there 
is  not  in  my  mind  the  shadow  of  a  doubt.  This 
opinion  is  not  one  into  which  I  have  fought  luy- 
self:  I  did  not  enter  upon  the  examination  of  this 
subject  to  find  arguments  to  fortify  a  preconceived 
impression,  but  with  a  mind  as  free  from  prejo- 
dice  as  it  ever  was  in  any  instance  whatever.  My 
present  conviction  is  one  which  has  in  fact  forced 
Itself  upon  mci  and  to  which  I  have  been  com- 
pelled to  yield. 

But  we  are  told  of  a  treaty,  and  that  by  this  our 
hands  are  tied.  That  part  of  the  treaty  which 
relates  to  this  subject  is  in  these  words:  ^^The 
^  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territory  shall  he  incor- 
'  porated  in  the  Union  of  the  United  States,  and 
^  admitted  as  soon  as  possible,  according  to  the 
'  principles  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  to  the  en- 
'  joyment  of  all  the  rights,  advantages,  and  immu- 
'  nities  of  citizens  of  uie  United  Stales."  It  is  to 
be  regretted  that  those  who  made  the  treaty  did 
not  make  use  of  expressions  known  to  our  Con- 
stitution and  our  laws^  or  I  might  say  to  our 
language. 

When  the  "Union"  is  spoken  of  we  know  what 
is  meant;  it  is  a  word witn  which  we  are  familiar, 
it  is  io  common  use.     We  also  know  and  under- 
stand what  is  meant  by  the  "United  States,'^  this 
term  is  known  to  our  Constitution ;  hut  the  ^'^Union 
of  the  United  Slates,"  to  say  the  least  of  it,  is  a 
very  uncommon  phrase.    It  is  one  I  do  not  recol- 
lect ever  to  have  heard  or  met  with  in  any  way, 
until  I  saw  it  in  this  treaty.    It  is  presumed,  how- 
ever, that  this  phrase  was  merely  meant  and  in- 
tended to  describe  us  as  a  nation.    Has  Dot  the 
first  part  of  this  treaty  already  been  complied  with? 
Are  not  the  inhabitants  of  this  Territory  already 
incorporated  with  us?    We  have  assumed  juris- 
diction in  this  country ;  we  have  taken  its  inhab- 
itants under  our  care  and  protection ;  we  have  G6> 
tablished  a  territorial  government  there,  and  given 
the  inhabitants  rights  and  privileges,  very  little 
short  of  those  the  inhabitants  of  the  States  possess. 
They  are  incorporated  with  us,  certainly  as  much 
so  as  the  inhabitants  of  the  District  of  C<^umbia ; 
and  will  any  one  say  they  are  not  incorporated 
with  us^  that  they  are  not  incorporated  in  the 
Union,  or,  if  you  please.  "  in  the  Union  of  the 
United  States  ?"     By  this  treaty  the  inhabitants 
of  the  ceded  territory  are  also  to  be  admitted  ^*  to 
the  enjoyrmcnt  of  all  the  rights,  advantages,  and 
immunities  of  citizens  of  the  United  States.*'     if 
you  look  at  our  naturalization  law  you  .will  find, 
that  a  residence  in  any  one  of  the  States  or  the 
Territories  of  the  United  States,  entitles  a  person 
to  be  admitted  a  citizen  of  the  United  States^  upon 
compliance  with  certain  forms  prescribed  by   the 
law.  The  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territoiy,  there- 
fore, are  now,  or  may  be,  in  possession  of  all   the 
rights,  advantages,  and  immunities  of  citizens  of 
the  United  States.    The  treatv  I  consider,  there- 
fore, has  already  been  complied  with. 

But  there  is  another  consideration  which  is,  -with 
me,  conclusive^even  if  I  am  wrone  in  this  con- 
struction, and  every  thing  asked  by  those  "who 
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ckim  and  aihroeate  a  different  conslmction  is  cob* 
ceded.  It  wiil  be  recollected,  that  whateret  is 
done  under  this  article  of  the  trealy,  is  to  be  done 
"  accordin^^  to  the  princiides  of  the  Federal  Con- 
stitation ;"  those  who  oyide  this  treaty  had  no  right, 
ia  any  ereat,  to  promise  more  than  this.  If  I  am 
right  in  my  construction  of  the  Constitution,  our 
powers,  as  to  the  manner  in  which  we  shall  per- 
fonn  the  act  now  required  of  us,  are  not  limited 
or  restrained  in  the  least.  All  that  we  are  bound 
to  do,  is  to  admit  Missouri  when  the  interest,  or, 
in  other  words,  the  "genejal  welfare"  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  will  be  promoted  by  her  admission. 
This  aet  we  are  now  ready  and  willinc  to  perform. 
We  are  willing  to  admit  her ;  and  all  we  ask  is, 
that  hef  condition  may  be  so  modified  that  she 
may  be  an  efficient  and .  useful  member  of  this 
Confederacy,  and  that  she  shooki  not  be  instru- 
mental in  the  extension  and  perpetuation  of  an 
eril  wkich  ail  deplore. 

There  is  another  answer  which  may  be  ^iinen  to 
this  claim  set  up  under  the  treaty.  This  treaty 
respects  only  the  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territory, 
at  the  tinie  the  trea^  was  made.  It  is  understood 
that  this  embeaces  but  a  small  portion  of  those  who 
axe  noiKP  inhabitants  of  Missouri.  '  When  these 
men  eome  before  as,  it  will  be  time  enough  to  con- 
sider their  claim;  the  present  application  is  not 
mmde  by  them;  the  present  apphcants  are  the  in* 
hohitants  of  Missouri,  a  very  different  body  of  men. 
No,  sir,  the  present  applicants  cannot  claim  under 
the  treaty ;  their  best  and  only  claim  is  as  our  chil- 
dren ;  and  I  hope  they,  will  prove  themselves  chil- 
dren indeed,  worthy  of  our  care,  and  worthy  of  our 
regard,  and  that  we  shall  act  towards  them  the 
part  of  a  kind  parent ;  for  myself^  at  least,  I  shall 
neither  do  or  claim  any  thing  with  respect  to  them 
I  deem  inconsbtent  with  X&lI  relation.  If  they 
were  my  children,  in  fact,  I  should  act  towards 
them  the  same  part  I  now  do,  and,  in  doing  so, 
should  consider  myself  as  conferring  upon  them 
the  richest  legacy  in  mv  power  to  bestow — one  far 
more  valuable  than  either  money  or  lands. 

We  have  been  told,  if  this  application  is  not 
granted)  the  people  of  Wssouri  will  form  a  eonsti- 
tanan  for  themselves,  whether  we  consent  to  it  or 
not ;  and  that  hereafter  they  will  present  them- 
selves before  us  with  this  constitution  in  one  hand, 
and  the  treaty  in  the  other,  and  demand  admission 
into  the  Unbn ;  and  we  have  had  an  intimation 
of  the  train  of  conseqnenoes  which  will  probably 
resait  from  a.peisiataace  in  oor  refusals  In  whe^- 
li^<^  1  ask,  ave  the  people  of  fidissouri  ej^hibited  to 
us  by  these  suppositions?  They  are  owners  of  the 
soil  they  have  purchased,  and  over  this  they  have 
a  right  to  exercise  certain  powers.;  but  by  what 
law,  or  what  principle,  does  their  power  extend 
heyoDd  this?  Are  they  about  to  assame  dominion 
oves  the  soil  of  the  United  States  ?  Are  they  abont 
to  divest  us,  not  merely  of  our  sovereignty,  but  of 
oinr  property  ?  Is  this  the  penalty  of  oar  refusal  ? 
I  will  not,  without  farther  evidence,  believe  that 
the  inhabitants  of  this  Territory  have  had  justice 
done  than  by  these  representations  \  but  I  will 
rather  consider  them  as  springing  from,  the  heated 
iaiaginattona  of  those  who  cau  themselves  her 


friends.  If  I  reallv  believed  these  representations, 
I  should  say,  that  Missouri  ought  never  to  be  &d** 
mitted  into  this  Union,  but  that,  with  respect  to 
her,  our  door  should  be  ever  closed. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  Cabinet  is  divided  upon 
this  question.  Pknow  not  what  the  divisions  are 
in  the  Cabinet,  or  what  influence  those  divisions 
ouffht  to  have  upon  our  deliberations  or  decisions. 
Wnatever  those  divisions  may  be,  I  presume  there 
are  none  upon  one  branch  of  this  aubjecl-^s  to 
the  rights  of  the  present  applicants  under  the  trea- 
tjj  I  apprehend  there  is  no  division  in  the  Cabinet ; 
for  I  understand  the  Cabinet  have  uniformly 
claimed  that  the  province  of  Texas  was  included 
in  the  Louisiana  treaty ;  vet,  if  we  look  at  the 
Florida  treaty,  we  shall  nnd  that  this  province 
has  been  abandoned,  relinquished,  given  up  to 
Spain,  with  as  little  ceremony  as  any  article  of 
merchandise  would  have  been ;  and  this  treaty  has 
received  the  saaetion  of  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States.  Could  these  things  have  taken  place  if  the 
Cabinet  or  the  Senate  had  supposed  that,  by  tlie 
Louisiana  treaty,  we  were  bouad  to  erect  the  ter- 
ritory ceded  to  us  into  independent  States,  and  ad^ 
mit  them  as  membeis  of  the  American  Union? 

An  attempt  has  been  made  to  derive  bjo,  argu- 
ment from  the  citizenship  of  the  anplicants.  It  is 
said  they  are  citizens  of.  the  United  States,  and,  as 
snob,  are  eimtled  to  self-government ;  and  the  Dec- 
laration of  Independtoce  has  been  quoted.  That 
instrament,  it  is  said,  reco^ises  the  right  of  the 
peq)le  to  alter  or  abolish  their  form  of  government, 
and  institute  new  ones.  These  are  natural  rights. 
The  rights  conferred  by  citizenship  are  based,  it  is 
true,  upon  those  which  are  natunu ;  but  they  are 
all  dependent  upon  the  positive  institutions  of  so- 
ciety, and  the  nature  of  them  depends  n^iuch  upon 
the  location  of  the  individual;  tiiey  vary  as  he 
varies  his  residence,  and  are  different  in  every  State 
in  the  Union,  and,  in  many  instances,  in  the  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  same  State.  In  the  State  of  New 
York  they  are  one  thing,  in  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania another.  In  the  country  they  are  of  a  cer- 
tain kind ;  in  the  city  of  a  difflmnt  kind ;  in  ev^ 
sttoation,  and  under  all  circumstances,  they  derive 
thdr  character  from  the  inatitutione  of  society. 
When  a  man  leaves  the  United  States,  he  carries 
none  of  them  with  him ;  that  is,  none  of  those 
wlueh  ar&  peculiar.  He  is  entitled,  to  a  certain 
extent,  to  the  protection  of  his  country,  as  the  citi- 
zen, or  subject  of  any  other  country  is,  when  sepa- 
rated from  that  country ;  but  his.  rights,  as  a  citizen 
of  the  United'  States,  extend  no  further. 

If  a  resort  ia  to  be  had  to  Revolutionary  princi- 
pka,  pray,  gentlemen,  take  the  whole  of  thiese  prin- 
ciples; do  not  select  that  part  whieii  happens  to 
comport  with  your  views,  and  reject  the  remlainder ; 
extend' to  all  the  enjoyment  of  those,  the  inalien- 
able riffhts, ''  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  hap- 
piness." We  do  not  claim  that  you  should  ffo  this 
length— ^"  the  condition  and  civil  rights"  of  those 
who  are  now  mhabitants  of  Missouri,  are  not  in- 
terfered with  by  us.  We  only  claim  that  those 
who  hereafter  become  inhabitants  there,  should  be 
permitted  to  enjoy  these  blessings.  It  is  with  an 
ill  grace,  indeed,  that  yon  clamor  for  rights  for 
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yoorsdyes,  andj  at  the  same  time,  are  equally  clam* 
orous  ibr  a  denial  of  those  rights  to  others. 

It  is  admitted  by  all,  that  suiTery  is  an  evil ;  even 
the  ardor  of  debate,  and  the  excitement  naturally 
produced  by  opposition,  has  not  yet  caused  a  denial 
of  this  proposition ;  but.  it  has  been  contended  that 
diffusion  will  mitigate  this  evil.  It  has  been  com- 
pared to  poison,  the  evil  effects  of  which  are  said 
to  be  lessened  by  dilution.  If  this  evil  could  not 
be  increased  in  quantity,  the  comparison  might  be 
just ;  but  the  extent  to  which  it  may  be  increased 
is  unlimited.  In  this  respect  it  may,  with  more 
propriety,  be  compared  to  fire.  This  extends  itself 
as  long  as  it  finds  materiab  to  feed  upon,  and  that 
species  of  population  which  is  the  subject  of  the 
present  discussion,  will  extend  as  lon^  as  space 
and  the  means  of  subsistence  are  furnished.  As 
well  might  it  be  said  that  this  evil  of  fire  is  miti- 

gated  by  diffusion,  and  that  the  individual  whose 
ouse  is  burning  lessens  his  calamity  by  settling  a 
city  in  a  blaze,  as  that  the  evil  of  slavery,  in  that 
portion  of  the  country  where  it  exists,  will  be  les- 
sened by  extending  it  over  the  uninhabited  terri- 
tory of  the  United  States. 

Slavery  is  a  great  evil  at  the  present  time ;  but 
if  we  look  into  futurity,  its  character  becomes 
alarming.  There  is  one  fact  which  speaks  vol- 
umes upon  this  subject.  It  is  this :  that  the  black 
population  in  the  slaveholdin^ .  States  increases 
faster  than  the  white.  This  fact  is  considered  as 
clearly  established,  by  the  different  enumerations 
which  have  been  made  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
United  States.  It  is  not  difilcult  to  assign  a  rea- 
son for  this.  White  people  are  restrained  from 
marriage  by  prudential  considerations;  there  are 
but  few  who  will  think  of  burdening  themselves 
with  a  wife  and  family,  without  some  rational 
prospect  at  least  of  subsistence,  if  not  of  comfort 
and  respectability.  The  slave  experiences  no  check 
or  restraint  of  this  nature.  He  fears  no  degrada- 
tion, either  of  himself  or  his  offspring.  What  is 
called  the  preventive  check  to  population,  operates 
with  much  greater  force  upon  the  white  man  than 
the  slave,  in  all  situations ;  but  this  check  operates 
more  powerfully  in  the  slaveholding  States  than 
in  those  where  tnere  are  no  slaves,  and  for  this  rea- 
son, that  labor  is  less  reputable.  The  character  of 
any  employment  is  affected  by  the  character  of  the 
individuals  by  ^hom  it  is  exercised.  That  labor 
which  we  are  in  the  habit  of  seeing  performed  by 
slaves,  we  are  apt  to  consider  as  uie  appropriate 
labor  of  slaves,  and  no  freeman  can  engage  in  it 
without,  in  some  measure,  deeding  himself  to 
the  level  of  slaves.  Poverty  is,  for  this  reason, 
more  distressing  and  more  irksome  in  those  coon- 
tries  where  there  are  slaves,  than  in  those  where 
there  are  none. 

Where  is  this  evil  to  end  ?  No  one  can  con- 
template this  state  of  things,  and  carry  his  ideas 
forward  to  its  inevitable  tendency ^  witnout  emo- 
tion. I  need  not  pursue  it;  the  imagination  of 
every  individual  who  hears  me,  will  at  once  anti- 
cipate every  thing  I  could  urge  upon  this  subject 
That  this  state  of  things,  if  suffered  to  progress, 
will  lead  to  some  dreadml  result,  no  one  can  for  a 
moment  doubt.    A  surroundiBg  white  population 


will,  then,  be  found  useful.  Extending  slavery  is 
only  postponing  the  evil  day  for  a  short  period ; 
but  exactly  in  proportion  as  this  postponement 
takes  place,  will  the  evil  be  increased  in  magni- 
tude. While  it  is  confined  within  narrow  limits, 
it  may  be  controlled ;  but,  when  extended  over  an 
immense  space^  it  wUl  be  uncontrollable. 

It  has  been  mtimated  that  the  Northern  States 
are  unfriendly  to  the  Southern,  and  that  the  pres- 
ent measure  originates  from  a  disposition  to  gratify 
this  hostility.  The  suspicion  is  unfounded,  cer- 
tainly, as  resfjects  the  body  of  the  people ;  there 
may  be  individuals  who,  from  political  or  other 
considerations,  may  entertain  a  spirit  of  this  kind, 
but  it  is  not  general :  nor  do  I  believe,  at  the  pres- 
ent day,  it  is  sufi&ciently  extensive  in  any  portion 
of  the  Northern  section  of  the  country  to  give  life 
and  being  to  any  public  measure. '  We  have  taken 
each  other  to  nave  and  to  hold,  for  better,  for 
worse,  for  richer,  for  poorer,  in  sickness  and  in 
health ;  and  our  present  wish  is,  that  the  connex- 
ion should  continue,  and  that  it  should  only  ter- 
minate with  the  final  dissolution  of  all  things.  It 
is  true,  jealousies  have  arisen;  there  may  hare 
been  moments  of  pique  and  alienation  of  feelings ; 
there  may  have  been  neglect  of  the  true  interests 
of  the  Union ;  there  may  have  been  periods  when 
a  portion  of  our  citizens  have  been  more  gratified 
with  our  adversity  than  our  prosperity,  as  a  na- 
tion ;  but  I  trust  tnat  the  day  of  these  thin^  has 
gone :  that  those  who  have  tnus  wandered,  if  any 
such  there  be,  have  returned,  like  the  prodigal, 
never  to  wander  again ;  that  they  have  strayed  far 
enouah  from  the  path  of  duty  to  realize  tne  eril 
and  Uie  danger  ot  that  course^  and  to  be  satisfied 
that  their  only  chance  of  happiness  is  in  a  faithful 
performance  of  their  covenants. 

It  is  true,  we  lament  this  evil  of  slavery — ^we  de- 
plore it  I  yet  for  this  we  consider  you  not  as  ene- 
mies, but  yon  must  allow  us  to  remonstrate  with 
you  as  brethren.  If  its  remedy  is  undertaken  in  a 
spirit  of  friendship.  I  have  no  aoubt  it  may  s|>eedily 
be  mitigated,  and  I  entertain  the  hope  that  it  may 
evoitually  be  eradicated ;  and,  among  the  means 
of  its  mitigation  and  eradication.  I  look^  with  no 
small  degree  of  complacency,  to  colonization.  This 
we  cannot  expect  to  do  every  thing,  but  it  may  do 
much. 

The  pride  and  jealousyof  our  Southern  brethren 
appear  to  be  alarmed.  What !  it  is  asked,  are  ^we 
unable  to  take  care  of  ourselves?  Do  we  not 
know  our  own  interest  ?  The  part  we  have  taken, 
upon  the  present  occasion,  appears  to  be  regarded 
as  an  intrusion^  an  ofllcious  mtermeddling.  But, 
is  this  a-subject  in  which  we  have  no  interest?  Are 
we  so  far  msconnected,  that  one  part  of  this  com- 
munity can  experience  calamity,  and  the  other 
suffer  no  inconvenience  1  Whatever  tends  to  les- 
sen the  growth  and  prosperity,  the  strength  and 
efi&ciency,  of  any  part  of  our  country,  must,  in  its 
consequences,  be  injurious  to  the  rest.  Every  por- 
tion of  our  country  must  participate,  in  a  greater 
or  less  degree,  in  tne  evil  consequences  of  an  un- 
profitable or  dangerous  population.  Those  evils 
which  are  present,  and  those  which  are  unfolded 
to  our  view,  in  futurity,  from  this  source,  ar«  of 
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too  alarming  a  character,  eren  as  respects  the  most 
remote  parts  of  the  United  States,  to  admit  of  in- 
difeenee.  Those  in  the  midst  of  this  population 
are  most  interested,  but,  possibly,  supposea  imme- 
diate advanta^  may  hare  its  effect  in  drawing 
their  attention  from  remote  consequences. 

I(  Jias  been  intunated,  that  we  concern  ourselres 
100  much  about  posterity,  and  that  oar  attention 
oo^t  to  be  confined  more  closely  to  ourselves.  No 
man  who  has  experienced  parental  feelings,  can 
be  indiflerent  aboat  posterity.  It  is  in  rain  to  reason 
OQ  this  subject ;  it  is  enough  for  us  that  it  is  so* 
It  arises  from  a  law  of  our  natore — a  law  written 
in  the  heart  of  man  by  the  finser  of  the  Almighty, 
and  one  which  he  cannot  disobey. 

It  is  said,  the  condition  of  the  slaves  is  not  so 
bad  as  has  been  supposed;  that  thev  are  better  off 
than  the  lowest  class  of  white  people.  One  thing 
b  certain,  that  is,  the  lowest  class  of  white  people 
would  be  rery  unwilling  to  exchange  conditions 
with  them;  and  notwithstanding  all  the  mitiga- 
tions and  ameliorations  of  their  condition,  which 
hare  taken  place,  or  which  may  take  place  hereaf- 
ter, the  obsiTTation  of  a  writer  who  knew  the  ave- 
nues to  the  human  heart  as  well  as  any  man  that 
ever  wrote,  still  remains  true:  "Disp^uise  thyself 

*  as  thou  wilt,  still,  slayery,  thou  art  a  bitter  draught, 
'  and,  though  thousands  are  made  to  drink  of  thee, 

*  thou  art  no  less  bitter  on  that  account." 

Why  is  it  that  so  much  piains  are  taken  to  create 
an  impression,  that  the  emancipation  of  the  slaves 
in  the  old  States  is  aimed  at,  and  that  this  is  merely 
the  commencement  of  a  system  which  has  that  for 
its  end?  That  our  country  should  be  rid  of  this 
class  of  peo|de,  is  devoutly  to  be  wished ;  but,  that 
there  is  a  wish  or  an  intention  to  effect  thehr  eman- 
cipation by  coercive,  or,  in  fact,  any  other  means^ 
inconsistent  vrith  the  rights  of  those  who  now  hola 
dominion  over  them,  is  not  to  be  inferred  from  any 
thing  which  has  ^^  taken  place.  The  intemperate 
effuuonsof  individuals,  or  the  unguarded  language 
of  either  individuals  or  private  associations,  do  not 
justify  these  suspicions.  When  any  public  measure 
is  attempted,  bearing  these  marks,  then  may  these 
apprdhenaions  be  indulged,  and  the  feelings  apper- 
taining to  them  properly  have  existence ;  but  until 
thenthey  are  tinauthonzed.  But,  Mr.  Chainnan, 
notwithstanding  all  the  alarm,  agitation,  and  op- 
position we  have  witnessed  on  tne  present  occasion, 
I  am  fuUy  satisfied  that  if,  in  consequence  of  the 
stand  which  has  now  been  taken^  the  further  in- 
trodoctioo  of  slavery  into  Missouri  should  be  pre- 
vented, whaterer  may  be  the  present  feelings  of 
the  inhabitants  of  that  territory,  we  shall  hernfter 
reeeire  their  thy"k*j  and  that  they  will  look  back 
upon  the  transactions  of  this  day  with  joy  and 
gratitade ;  and  tha  t  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when 
even  om*  Sotithem  brethren  wUlre^d  us  as  their 
beaefactora,  rather  than  their  enemies. 

There  are  several  other  observations,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, which  I  intended  to  have  made,  but,  aware 
of  the  fiitig^e  and  impatience  of  the  Committee, 
from  this  lengthy  and  protracted  discussion,  1  will 
omit  them,  it  has  been  my  endeavor  to  communi- 
cate what  I  had  to  say  in  as  concise  a  manner  as 
possible,  and  to  avoid  repeating  any  thing  I  have 


heard  advanced  by  others,  any  further  than  abao- 
lutely  necessary  to  make  myselrintelligible.  I  will, 
therefore,  take  my  seat,  with  a  tender  of  my  sincere 
acknowledgments  to  you  and  the  Committee  for 
the  indulgence  that  has  been  manifested. 

When  Mr.  Edwards  had  concluded,  the  Com- 
mittee rose ;  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  February  22. 

The  Speakbr  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  State,  enclosing  a  report  on  the 
petition  of  James  Simpson.  Consul  of  the  United 
States  at  Tangier,  in  the  Kingdom  of  Morocco ; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Commisioners  of  the  Navy  Pension  Fund, 
upon  the  subject  of  the  resolution  of  this  House 
ot  the  2d  of  March,  1819,  instructing  them  to  use 
all  the  means  in  their  power  to  coerce  payment  of 
the  balances  due  to  the  fund,  from  all  persons  who 
may  be  found  indebted  to  the  same,  dtc;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  taole. 

Mr.  Holmes  presented  a  representation,  signed 
by  "John  Holmes,  Martin  Ejnsley,  Mark  Lang- 
don  Hill,  James  Parker,  Joshua  Cushman,  and 
Ezekiel  Whitman,"  members  of  this  House  from 
that  part  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  hitherto 
known  as  "  the  District  of  Maine,"  respectfully 
urging  Congress,  for  the  reasons  therein  stated,  as 
speeduy  as  possible  to  decide  the  question  of  the 
admission  of  the  said  district  into  the  Union  as  a 
separate,  sovereign,  and  independent  State ;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Kent  presented  a  petition  of  Robert  Young, 
judge  of  the  orphans'  coiu t  of  the  county  of  Alex- 
andria, and  of  Richard  Bland  Lee,  judge  of  the 
orphans'  court  of  the  county  of  Washmgton,  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  praying  that*  Congress 
will  be  pleased  to  cause  an  inquiry  to  be  made  into 
the  present  organization  and  conaition  of  the  said 
courts,  and  that  such  alterations  and  amendments 
may  be  made  in  the  existing  system,  as  to  the 
wisdom  of  Congress  may  seem  meet  and  proper ; 
which  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  for 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Kent  also  presented  a  petition  of  the  Cor- 
poration of  the  town  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  stating  that  they  hare  perceived  that, 
by  the  12th  section  of  the  bill  now  pending  before 
this  HousCj  "  concerning  the  banks  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,  and  for  other  purposes,"  the  issue,  or 
re-issue,  of  the  notes  of  the  corporation  are  pro- 
hibited from  and  after  the  1st  of  January,  1821, 
and  alleging  that  the  said  corporation  is  not  able 
or  prepared  to  redeem  and  pay  off  their  notes  by 
the  time  specified  in  the  said  section,  and  jxaying 
for  an  extension  of  the  time  for  the  liquidation  of 
their  said  notes ;  which  petition  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to  which  is  committed 
the  bill  aforesaid. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  who  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  the  appointment 
of  a  separate  surveyor  for  the  public  lands  within 
the  State  of  Illinois,  made  a  report  thereon ;  which 
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wft8  read,  and  the  resolution  therein  contained  was 
concurred  in  by  the  House,  as  follows : 

JUeotwd,  That  it  is  not  expedient  Ibst  a  separate 
surveyor  shooM  be  appointed  for  the  poblic  lands  within 
the  8tete  of  Illinois. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  ^e  same  committee, 'who 
were  also  instructed  to  inonireinto  the  expediency 
of  limiting  the  quantity  of  public  lands  hereafter 
to  be  exposed  to  sale,  made  a  report  thereon ;  which 
was  read,  and  the  resolution  therein  contained  was 
concurred  in  by  the  House,  as  follows : 

Reeohedt  That  it  is  not  expedient  to  pass  any  law 
limitiDg  the  quantity  of  public  lands  hereafter  exposed 
for  sale  at  the  different  land  offices. 

The  Speaker  presented  to  the  House  a  letter 
addressed  to  him  by  the  trustees  of  the  town  of 
Baint  Charles,  in  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  in  re- 
lation to  the  right  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  town 
to  the  commons  adjacent  thereto. — ^Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Storrs,  the  Secretary  of  the 
War  Department  was  directed  to  transmit  to  this 
House  copies  of  the  respective  contracts  heretofore 
made  wvth  James  Johnson,  Alexander  McRae, 
Elias  Earla,  and  Peter  Townsend,  for  the  delivery 
of  powder,  arms,  cannon^  or  shot,  together  with  an 
account  of  the  moneys  advanced  on  the  said  con* 
tracts,  respectively,  and  at  what  periods,  and  whe- 
ther, and  how  far,  the  said  contracts  have  been  re- 
spectively fulfilled  on  the  part  of  the  contractors. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  foUowinff 
titles,  to  wit :  '^An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 
representatives  of  John  O'Conner,  deceased  V'  and 
"An  act.  further  to  extend  the  charter  of  the  City 
of  Washington ;"  in  which  bills  they  ask  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 

FLOKIDA  TREATY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rgid,  the  House  agreed,  bv  a 
vole  of  77  to  59,  to  consider  the  folio wmg  resolu- 
tion offered  by  him  yesterday : 

Reaotved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  impart  to  this  House  any  communica- 
tions touching  the  Florida  Treaty,  which  may  have 
been  received  from  our  Minister  Plenipotentiary  at 
the  Court  of  Spain,  which  have  not  been  heretofore 
communicated,  and' which,  in  his  opinion,  it  may  not 
be  inconsistent  with  the  public  interest  to  communi- 
cate. 

Mr.  Randolph,  presuming  that  the  object  of 
the  resolution  was  to  obtain  generally  such  infor- 
mation as  the  Executive  had  received  touching 
the  treaty,  (with  the  reservation  expressed  in  the 
last  part  of  it,)  he  suggested  to  the  mover  the  pro- 
priety of  omitting  that  part  of  the  motion  which 
confined  the  call  to  information  received  from  our 
Minister  at  Madrid. 

Mr.  Reiu  acquiesced  in  the  suggestion;  and, 
thus  modified^  the  resolution  was  adopted,  and  a 
committee  or  three  appointed  to  present  it  to  the 
President. 

WESTERN  COURTS. 

The^engrossed  bill  to  alter  the  place  of  holding 
the  eirooit  nod  district  courts  of  Ohio,  from  Chili- 


colhe  to  Colimilms,  the  seat  of  government  of  the 
State,  was  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Bbeob&r  explained  the  motives  for  thisbOl, 
the  unanimous  wi^  of  the  Legislature,  the  public 
convenience,  dsc. 

Mr.  Bbdsh  replied  to  Mr.  Bescher,  and  arigned 
to  show  that  the  bill  was  inexpedient,  at  this  time, 
at  least :  that  it  would  be  a  burdto  to  suitors,  wit- 
nesses, »c.,  and  would  increase  the  labor  tk  the 
judges  by  extending  their  journey,  (&e.,  without 
oenefiting  the  community.  To  give  time  to  pro- 
duce Informatioa  to  the  House  on  the  subject,  he 
moved  that  the  l»n  be  laid  on  tbe  table. 

Mr.  K  008  and  Mr.  Campbell  replied  and  sup- 
ported the  bill ;  after  which,  the  question  'was  taken 
on  laving  the  bill  on  the  table,  and  ne^tived ; 
and  tne  bill  was  then  passed,  and  sent  to  tne  Sen- 
ate for  concurrence. 

COMMODORE  PERRY. 

Mr.  Lowudes  ofiered  the  following  refeolutkm 
for  consideration : 

JUaohed,  That  tbe  CMsmittee  on  Naval  Attain  be 
iaitrqeted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extending 
to  tbe  vridow  of  Captain  Otiver  H.  Perry  thepioviaion 
which  is  now  made  by  law  for  the  widows  and  chil- 
dren of  naval  officers  who  die  from  wounds  received 
in  action. 

Mr.  L.  observed  that  it  was  conceived  that  the 
family  of  Commodore  Perry  was  oabraoed  by  the 
existing  laws  which  provide  for  pulsions,  as  it 
was  not  to  be  supposed  the  generosity  or  magna- 
nimity of  Congress  did  not  intend  to  compehend 
such  a  case ;  but  as  this  appeared  to  be  doubted, 
he  had  deemed  it  proper  to  propose  the  inquiry 
which  he  had  submitted. 

The  resolution  was  adopted  nem»  con, 

Mr.  Ranuolph  rose  to  offer  a  motion.    He  be- 
lieved it  would  be  very  difficult  for  any  member 
of  this  House — certainly  it  was  not  possible  for 
him-^to  keep  pace  with  the  honoruikde  f^tleman 
from  South  Cwjlina,  (Mr.  Lowndes,)  in  the  race 
of  honor  and  ipMic  utility.    That  gentleman  ha4, 
by  the  motion  which  had  just  been  adopted^  anti- 
cipated him,  in  part,  in'  a  proposition  which  he 
(Mr.  R.)  had  intended  on  this  particular  da^,  for 
reasons  which  would  suggest  them«elveB  to  tlie 
mtttd  of  every  one,  to  ^er  to  the  House.     Wlien 
he  had  this  morning  heard  the  tower-guns  an- 
nouneing  the  return  of  the  birthday  of  W asbirq- 
TON,  Mr.  R.  said  the  thought  had  come  across  his 
mind — ^in  reference  to  certain  proceedings  in  this 
House  and  elsewhere — ^^this  people  dmw  ni^h 
unto  me  with  their  lips,  and  honor  me  with  their 
mouth,  but  their  hearts  aie  far  from  me."     His 
purpose,  Mr.  R.  stated,  was  to  make  a  motion  in 
relation  to  the  wife  and  children  of  the  late  OliTer 
Haxard  Perrv,  of  the  United  States  Navy.     It  w«s 
his  opinion,  Mr.  R.  said,  whether  correct  or  not, 
that  the  country  owed  more  to  that  man,  in  its 
late  contest  with  Qrcat  Britain,  than  to  any  other 
whatever,  always  excepting  Isaae  Hull— that  m»n 
v^o  had  first  broken  the  prest^y  the  cuirmss  of 
British  invincibility.    He  had  frequently.  Mr.  R. 
said,  heard  persons  of  that  country  speak  in  terms 
of  admiration  of  the  achievement  of  Captain  Hull, 
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in  his  escape  from  a  fleet  of  die  eiemy  in  the 
CoD5titotion  fri^te ;  of  the  admirable  seamanship 
which  he  had  displayed ;  of  his  professional  skill ; 
but  he  had  never  beard  any  of  them  speak  with 
ccvdial  applause  of  his  achieYement  with  the  Ghier- 
riere,  (hat  prood  frigate  of  the  first  class  which  had 
earned  her  name,  tu  defiance,  emblazoned  in  large 
letters  on  her  foretopsail,  that  the  American  pica-' 
nmt  might  beware  of  His  Majesty's  ship,  and 
make  no  mistakes.     That  was  an  event  on  which 
they  were  generally  silent,  or  their  praise  very 
faint.    Mr.  K.  believed  that  old  England  would 
consent  that  forty  Pakenhams,  with  all  their  le- 
gions, should    baTe  been  buried  in  the  alluvial 
lands  of  the  Misssissiippi,  to  take  back  the  single 
action  of  the  Guerriere ;  because  that  action  had 
done  more  than  any  thing  else  to  open  the  eyes  of 
Europe^  aad  dispel  the  illusion  of  British  suprema- 
cy on  tne  ocean.     Next  in  glory  to  the  victory 
over  the  Gioerriere,  was  that  on  Lake  Erie,  by  the 
gallant  Perry  ;  and  this,  Mr.  R.  said,  was  not  in* 
ierior  in  lustre  to  any  event  in  the  naval  history 
of  En^and,  from  that  of  La  Hogae,  under  Ad- 
miral Runell.     One,  said  Mr.  R.,  has  shown  us 
the  way  to  victory  with  sin|^le  ships,  the  other 
with  fleets.    Shall  we  snfier  his  familv  to  melt  up 
the  plate  that  was  given  to  him  by  nis  country- 
men, by  corporate  and  legislative  bodies,  in  com- 
ph'ment  to  his  gnllantry,  to  buy  bread  ?    He  would 
say  no  more,  but  at  once  offer  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

JUto/pedf  That  provision  be  made  by  Jaw  for  the 
rapport  of  the  ikmUy  of  the  late  Oliver  Hazard  Perry, 
£»q^  of  the  United  States  Navy,  and  for  the  education 
of  his  children. 

Mr.  Lowndes  concurred  with  ^reat  cordiality 
in  Mr.  R.'s  resolution.  He  felt  in  its  fullest  force 
the  sentiment  of  gratitade  to  the  man  who  had 
first  taught  his  country  to  hope  for  victory  by 
fleets,  as  ^rell  as  by  single  ships ;  and  Mr.  L.  said 
it  was  only  because  he  had  su]^x>sed  that  the 
House  woaid  not  at  this  time  give  its  approbation 
to  a  proposition  such  as  Mr.  Ran polph  had  offered, 
that  he  had  contented  himself  with  the  very  infe- 
rior one  wiiich  he  had  submitted. 

Mr.  Hazard,  of  Rhode  Island,  did  not  rise  to 
say  much  on  a  subiect  which  he  said  he  could 
scarcely  tmst  himself  to  speak  on  at  all.  But  he 
rose  to  offer  his  thanks  to  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia aad  the  gentieman  from  South  Carolina,  in 
behalf  of  the  name .  of  Perry — ^to  thank  them  in 
behaUr  of  the  State  "which  ^ve  him  birth — to 
thank  them  in  the  name  of  his  amiable  widow — 
to  thaak  them  in  the  name  of  their  conunon  coun- 
try. 

The  resofaition  wnas  adopted ;  and.  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Rakoolph,  a  committee  of  three'  was  ap- 
pointed CO  hria^  in  a  bill  in  pursuance  thereto. 

MAINE  AND  MISSOURI. 
The  House   resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
ameodments  of  the  Senate  to  the  Maine  bill  (pro- 
posing to  incorporate  therein  the  Missouri  bill,  em- 
bracing the  amendment  called  the  compromise.) 
The  amendments  having  been  read — 
Mr.  Ranooi^pb  delivered  a  speech  of  more  than 


two  hours  length,  against  die  feature  of  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  which  proposes  to  exclude 
the  further  migration  or  transportation  of  slaves 
into  any  of  the  Territories  of  the  United  States 
north  or  SG^*  3(K  north  latitude. 

Mr.  Rhea  commenced  a  speecn ;  but,  from  the 
lateness  of  the  hour,  after  two  or  three  unsuccessful 
divisions  on  motions  for  the  purpose,  the  Honae- 
adjoumed. 


Wepnesdat,  February  23. 

Mr.  Kbnt  presented  a  petition  of  three  hundred 
and  sixty  inhabitants  of  (Georgetown,  and  that  put 
of  the  countv  of  Washington  lying  west  of  Rock 
Creek,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  praying  for 
certain  alterations  in  the  judicial  system  of  the 
said  District,  which  are  therein  described. — Refer- 
red to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  support  of  the  Government  m 
the  year  1620 ;  which  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  Andbbson,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  appoint  a  receiver  of  the 
public  moneys  and  register  of  the  land  office  for 
the  district  of  Lawrence  county,  in  the  Arkansas 
Territory ;  which  was  read  twice  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Manufactures 
be  dischamd  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
petition  ofa  company  of  Swiss  emigrants,  and  that 
It  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands.  / 

Mr.  Brush  submitted  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  'That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inqnire 
into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  sarreying, 
marking,  and  permanently  establivhing,  the  northern 
boundary  line  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  beginning  at  a  point 
north  of  the  most  northerly  cape  of  the  Miami  Bay ; 
ranning  thence,  due  west,  to  intersect  the  western 
line  of  said  State. 

The  resolution  was  read,  when  Mr.  Cook  moved 
to  amend  the  same,  by  adding,  as  follows :  ''And, 
also,  of  running  the  Iwundary  une  between  Indiana 
and  Illinois." 

The  resolution  and  amendment  were  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act  for 
the  relief  of  the  legal  representativi?s  of  John 
O'Conner,  deceased,"  was  read  twice,  and  referred 
to  the  Cpmmittee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  fur- 
ther to  extend  the  charter  of  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington," was  read  three  times  and  passed. 

The  Spcakbb  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  stating  that  in 
the  list  of  balances  due  to  the  Government  .more 
than  three  years,  or  which  remained  unsettled  on 
the  books  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury  on  the 
1st  of  October  last,  and  transmitted  by  him  (the 
Comptroller)  to  this  House,  at  the  present  session 
of  Congress,  he  has  perceived  that  Thomas  Wor- 
thington,  a  collector  of  internal  revenue,  stands 
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charged  with  four  thousand  four  hundred  and  sixty- 
four  dollars,  when,  in  fact,  the  balance  against  him 
is  only  forty-four  dollars  and  sixty-four  cents ;  which 
letter  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

MAINE  AND  MISSOURI. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
4he  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  for  the 
admission  of  Maine  into  the  Union. 

Mr.  Rhea  spoke  about  an  hour  on  the  subject, 
particularly  on  the  inapplicability  of  the  (Mrdinance 
of  1787  to  the  territory  west  of  the  Mississippi. 

A  division  of  the  question  was  called  for ;  and, 
on  the  question.  Will  the  House  disagree  to  so 
much  of  the  said  amendments  as  is  comprised  in 
the  words  following,  to  wit : 

*'And  to  enable  the  people  of  Missouri  Territory  to 
form  a  conatitution  and  State  government,  and  for  the 
admiadon  of  auch  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal 
footing  v?ith  the  original  States : 

*<8kc  2.  And  ht  it  further  enacted.  That  the  inhab- 
itants of  that  portion  of  the  Misaoim  Territory  included 
within  the  boundaries  hereinafter  designated,  be,  and 
they  are  hereby,  authorized  to  form  for  themselves  a 
conatitution  and  State  government,  and  to  assume  such 
name  as  they  shall  deem  proper." 

It  passed  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  93,  nays  72, 
as  fouows : 

TxAi — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Massachusetts, 
Allen  of  New  York,  Beecher,  Boden,  Brush,  Buffum, 
Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Campbell,  Case,  Clagett, 
Cook,CraiU,Cushman,  Darlington,  Denniaon,  Dewitt, 
Dickinson,  Dowse,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut^ 
Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Fay,  Folger,  Forrest,  Fuller, 
FuUerton,  Gross  of  New  York,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania, 
Guyon,  Hackley,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hazard,  Hemp- 
hill, Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hibahman,  Hill,  Holmes, 
Hoatetter,  Kendall,  Kinaey,  Kinsley,  Lathrop,  Lincoln, 
Linn,  Livermore,  Lyman,  Maclay,  McLane  of  Dela* 
ware,  Mallary,  Marchand,  Maaon,  Meech,  R.  Moore, 
8.  Moore,  Monell,  Moaeley,  Murray,  Nelson  of  Vir- 
ginia, Parker  of  Massachusetts,  Patterson,  Phelps, 
Philson,  Pitcher,  Plumer,  Rich,  Richards,  Richmond, 
Rogers,  Ross,  Sampson,  Sergeant,  Silabee,  Sloan, 
Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Southard,  Stevena,  Sftorra,  Street, 
Strong  of  Vermont,  Strong  of  New  York,  Tarr,  Tay- 
lor, Tomlinson,  Tompkina,  Tracy,  Upham,  Van  Renss- 
elaer, Wallace,  Wendover,  Whitman,  and  Wood. 

Nats — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Tennes- 
see, Anderson,  Afcher  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Vir- 
ginia, Baldwin,  Ball,  Barbour,  Bayly,  Bloomfield, 
Brevard,  Brown,  Bryan,  Burton,  Burwell,  Butler  of 
Louisiana,  Cannon,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Crawford,  Culpeper, 
Cnthbert,  Davidson,  Earle,  Edwards  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Ervin,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Garnett,  Hardin,  Hooks, 
Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Jonea  of  Tennessee,  Kent, 
Little,  Lowndes,  McCoy,  McCreary,  McLean  of  Ken- 
tucky, Meigs,  Mercer,  Metcalf,  Neale,  Newton,  Ovar- 
atreet,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Pinckney,  Rankin,  Reed, 
Rhea,  Ringgold,  Settle,  Shaw,  Simkiaa,  Slocumb, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  A.  Smyth 
of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Strother,  Swear- 
ingen,  Terrell,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of 
South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Walker  of  North  Carolina, 
Warfield,  WUliams  of  Virginia,  and  Williams  of  North 
Carolina.     • 

So  the  House  disagreed  to  the  amendment  of  the 


Senate  which  proposed  to  annex  the  Missouri  hill 
to  the  Maine  bill. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  disagreeing  to 
the  residue  of  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  (the 
details  of  the  Missouri  bill)  with  the  exception  of 
that  which  embraces  what  is  familiarly  called  the 
comprtmtstf  amendment,  and  decided  also  hy  yeas 
and  nays,  in  the  affirmative — ^for  disagreeing  102, 
against  it  68,  as  follows : 

TsAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Massachusettay  Al- 
len of  New  York,  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Beecher,  BJoojiv- 
field,  Boden,  Brown,  Brush,  Bufium,  Butler  of  New 
Hampshire,  Campbell,  Case,  Clagett,  Clark,  Crafts, 
CoshmaB,  Darlington,  Dennison,  Dewitt,  Dickeraon, 
Dowse,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of 
Pennsylvania,  Fay,  Folger,  Ford,  Forrest,  Fuller, 
Fullerton,  Groaa  of  New  York,  Grosa  of  Pennay  l^ania, 
Guyon,  Haokley,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hazard,  Hemp- 
hill, Hendricks,  Henrick,  Hibahman,  Hill,  Holmes, 
HxMtetter,  Kendall,  Kinaey,  Kinaley,  Lathrop,  Linoolo, 
Linn,  Livermore,  Lyman,  Maclay,  McLane  of  Dela- 
ware, McLean  of  Kentucky ,  Mallary,  Marchand,  Maaoa, 
Meech,  Meigs,  R.  Moore,  8,  Moore,  Monell,  Morton, 
Moseley,  Murray,  Nelaon  of  Virginia,  Parker  oT  M^»^ 
sachusetto,  Patterson,  Phelps,  Phiisou,  Pitcher,  Plumer, 
Rich,  Richards,  Richmond,  Rogers,  Roes,  Ross,  Sjsmp- 
aon,  Sergeant,  Bilabe^,  Sloan,  Sonthard,  Stevens, 
Storrs,  Street,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Strong  of  New 
York,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Tomlinson,  Tompkina,  Tracy, 
Trimble,  Upham,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Wendover, 
Whitman,  and  Wood. 

Nats— Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Ten- 
nesaee.  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Ball, 
Barbonr,  Bayly,  Brevard,  Bryan,  Burton,  Burwell, 
Butler  of  Louisiana,  Cannon,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Crowel!, 
Culbreth,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Davidson,  Earle,  Ed- 
warda  of  North  Carolina,  Erfin,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Gar- 
nett, Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Hardin,  Hooks,  John- 
son, Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kent,  Little,  Lowndes,  Mc- 
Coy, McCreaiy,  Mercer,  MetealC  Neale,  Newton, 
Overstreet,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Pinckney,  Quarlea, 
Rankin,  Reed,  Rhea,  Ringgold,  Robertaon,  SetUe, 
Simkins,  Slocumb,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smiih  of 
Maryland,  B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia, 
Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Strother,  Swearingen,  Ter- 
rell,* Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina, 
Tyler,  Walker  of  North  Carolina,  Warfield,  WiUiams 
of  Virginia,  and  Williams  of  North  Carolina. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  Will  the  House 
disame  to  the  said  ninth  section,  (being  the  last 
of  the  said  amendments,)  containea  in  the  *words 
following,  to  wit : 

Sic.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  in  all  that 
territory  ceded  by  Franco  to  the  United  States,  under 
the  name  of  Louisiana,  which  lies  north  of  thirty-six 
degrees  aud  thirty  minutes  north  latitude,  excepting 
only  such  part  thereof  aa  is  included  within  the  limiu 
of  the  State  contemplated  by  this  act,  slavery  and 
involuntary  servitude,  otherwise  than  in  the  punish- 
ment of  crimes,  whereof  the  party  ahall  have  been  duly 
convicted,  shall  be,  and  is  hereby,  forever  prohibited  : 
Praoided,  ahvaye^  That  any  peraon  eacaping  into  the 
same,  from  whom  labor  or  service  is  lawfully  claimed 
in  any  State  or  Territory  of  the  UnHed  States,  sttch 
fugitive  may  be  lawfully  reclaimed,  and  conveved  to 
the  person  claiming  his  or  her  labor  or  service  as 
aforeaaid:  ' 
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And  also  determined  in  the  affirmatire — ^yeas 
159)  nays  18,  as  follows : 

Teas — Messn.  Abbot,  Adams,  Alexander,  Allen  of 
Maasacbowtts,  Allen  of  New  York,  Allen  of  Tennes- 
see, Aiidenon,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Vir- 
ginia, Bsker,  Ball,  Barbour,  Bateman,  Beecher,  Boden, 
BreTard,  BnMni»  Brash,  Bryan,  Buffara,  Barton,  Bur- 
well,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Butler  of  Louisiana, 
Campbell,  Cannon,  Case,  Clagett,  Cobb,  Cook,  Craw- 
ford, Crowell,  Colbreth,  Cusbman,  Cathbert,  IHrling- 
toB,  Davidson,  Dennison,  Be  Witt^  Dickinson,  Dowse, 
£arle,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of 
PennsyWania,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Ervin,  Fay, 
Fisher,  Floyd,  Folger,  Foot,  Ford,  Forrest,  Fuller, 
Fallerion,  Garnett,  Gross  of  New  York,  Gross  of  Fenn- 
fjlvania,  Guyon,  Hackley,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hall 
of  North  Carolina,  Hardin,  Hazard,  Hemphill,  Hen- 
dricks, Herrick,  Hibshman,  Hill,  Holmes,  Hooks,  Hos- 
tetter«  Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Jones  of  Tennessee, 
Kendall,  Kent,  Kinsley,  Lincoln,  Linn,  Livermore, 
Lowodes,  Lyman,  Maclay,  McCoy,  McCreary,  Mc- 
Laoe  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mallary, 
Marchand,  Mason,  Meigs,  Metcalf,  R.  Moore,  8.  Moore, 
Monell,  Morton,  Moseley,  Murrsy,  Neate,  Nelson  of 
Massachusetts,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Oventreet, 
Parker  of  MaasachusetU,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Patter- 
sen,  Phelps,  Philson,  Pinckner,  Ptteher,  Plumer,  Rsn- 
kin.  Reed,  Rhea,  Rich,  Richards,  Richmond,  Robertson, 
Rogers,  Roes,  Russ,  Sampson,  Sergeant,  Settle,  8ils- 
We,  Simkins,  Slocomb,  B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Smith 
«f  North  Carolina,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Southard, 
Blevena,  Storrs,  Street,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Strong  of 
New  York,   Strother,  Swearingen,  Taylor,  Terrell, 
Tomlinsoo.  Tompkins,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Vir- 
ginia, Tucker-of  South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Upham,  Van 
Rensselaer,  Walker  of  North  Carolina,  Wallace,  Wsr- 
field,   Wendover,    Whitman,   Williams  of  Virginia, 
Williams  of  North  Carolina,  and  Wood. 

Nats — Messrs.  Baldwin,  Bayly,  Bloom6eld,  Cocke, 
Crafts,  Cnlpeper,  Kin«ey,  Lathrop,  Little,  Meech, 
Mercer,  Queries,  Ringgold,  Shaw,  Sloan,  Smith  of 
New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  and  Tarr. 

Thus  the  House  rejected  all  the  amendments  of 
the  Senate  to  the  Mame  hill. 

THE  MISSOURI  BILL. 

The  House  then  again .  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  this  bill.  The  pro- 
posed restriction  beins  still  under  consideration, 

Mr.  EowARDs,  of  Connecticut^  resumed  the  ar- 
gument which  he  commenced  on  Monday  in  favor 
of  the  restriction,  and  spoke  about  half  an  hour  in 
continuation.  His  speech  is  given  entire  in  pre- 
ceding nages. 

Mr.  JoNBS,  of  Tennessee,  said  that,  after  the 
consumption  of  so  much  time,  and  the  exercise  of 
so  great  talents  upon  this  subject,  he  would  relieve 
the  committee  by  stating  that  he  did  not  rise  to 
make  a  speech,  but  merely  to  give  an  opinion ; 
that  it  was  not  with  a  vain  desire  of  minglins  in 
debate,  nor  even  with  the  pleasing  hope  of  e£tect- 
ing  conviction,  that  he  ventured  to  approach  this 
momentous  anbject.  But,  sir,  my  desire  is  (for 
what  reasons  I  will  leave  to  the  Committee  to 
judge)  to  state  the  ground  upon  which  I  am  wil- 
ling to  meet  these  pamphleteers ;  those  very  ^eat 
men  who  direct  the  movements  of  town  meetings. 


(of  which,  thank  Heaven,  there  has  yet  been  none 
in  the  State  which  I  have,  in  part,  the  honor  to 
represent ;  the  people  there  seem  dbposed  first  to 
hear  what  Congress  has  to  say  upon  the  subject ;) 
and,  sir,  so  far  as  in  me  lies,  to  answer  the  more 
respected  arguments  of  members  of  this  Commit- 
tee. I  said,  sir,  that  this  question  was  a  momen- 
tous one ;  and,  indeed,  if  upon  any  question  in- 
volving in  it  any  degree  of  national  importance, 
one  half  the  Representatives  of  the  people  should 
differ  in  opinion  with  the  other,  it  could  be  viewed 
as  no  other  than  a  question  of  that  description. 
But,  sir,  when,  on  a  question  acknowledged  by  the 
gentlemen  themselves  to  be  a  mere  question  of 
expediency,  one  geographical  half  of  the  Union 
is  arrayed  against  the  other ;  and  when  we  see  a 
disposition  manifested  to  proceed  at  all  hazards ; 
when  a  determination  is  avowed  to  sever  the 
people  of  Missouri  *,  to  drive  a  line  through  the 
centre  of  her  population,  and  to  say  to  those  on 
the  right,  you  shall  enior  your  property,  and  to 
those  on  tne  left,  you  snail  not ;  and  to  ooth,  that 
neither  of  you  shall  come  into  the  Union  \  no  man 
who  regards  the  interest  of  his  country  can  view 
this  as  any  other  than  a  question  of  the  last  im- 
portance. Freedom  and  slavery,  we  are  told,  are 
the  parties  now  before  us,  and  we  are  reminded  of 
the  blessings  of  liberty,  of  the  voice  of  humanity 
and  reli^on,  and  of  tne  miseries  of  slavery ;  ana, 
indeed,  it  would  seem,  by  the  use,  or  rather  abuse, 
of  those  broad  and  comprehensive  ■  terms,  that  by 
some  revolution  in  human  affairs^  or  rather  by 
some  beneficent  dispensation  of  Divine  Providence, 
an  opportunity  had  been  afforded  to  this  nation  to 
make  all  men  equal,  or  at  least  to  make  all  men 
free.  Would  to  Heaven  this  were  the  fact.  For, 
sir,  without  hesitation  I  declare,  that,  if  any  gen- 
tleman shall  propose  a  Constitutional  and  practi- 
cable scheme  oi  general  emancipation,  he  shall 
not  be  without  a  second.  I  would  break  every 
fetter  which  binds  those  unfortunate  beings  to  ab- 
solute obedience ;  I  would  loose  every  chain,  save 
those  which  bind  man  to  his  fellow  man ;  but,  sir, 
I  at  once  say,  I  have  not  the  power.  The  Con- 
stitution which  I  hold  in  my  hand  is  about  my 
own  age ;  but,  sir,  which  of  us  shall  die  first,  I 
think  very  problematical.  So  soon  as  my  mind 
was  sufl&ciently  expanded  to  read,  and  in  some 
degree  to  understand,  this  instrument,  I  found  that 
at  the  same  time,  nay,  almost  in  the  same  sentence, 
that  it  recognised  me  as  a  freeman,  as  a  son  of  Uie 
Confederacy,  it  recognised  the  existence  of  slavery. 
This  same  instrument  has  placed  me  on  this  floor 
a  creature,  in  my  present  character,  of  its  own 
fonnation.  This  instrument  I  have  sworn  to  sup- 
port, and  to  it  I  will  look  for  authority  to  act. 

And,  sir,  permit  me  to -observe  to  sentlemen 
who  talk  about  the  law  of  God  and  the  law  of 
Nature,  that  their  speeches  would  much  better  suit 
a  convention  about  to  form  a  Constitution  than 
they  do  a  Congress  convened  under  a  Constitution 
which  they  have  sworn  to  support.  To  say  that 
slavery  is  an  evil,  that  it  is  contrary  to  the  laws 
of  nature  and  of  nature's  God,  does  not  prove  that 
the  Constitution  has  not  recognised  its  existence ; 
neither  does  it  prove  that  the  power  to  remedy  the 
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evil  has,  by  the  States,  been  sarreodered  to  the 
Ckneral  CJorernment,  belieTiiig  themselves  (as 
they  mast  have  done)  incompetent  to  the  manage- 
ment of  their  slaves,  or  to  their  emancipation. 
When  gentlemen  talk  of  the  exercise  of  power, 
we  ask  them  to  show  us  the  grant :  for  we  well 
remember  that  ''  the  powers  not  delegated  to  the 
United  States  by  the  Uonstitution,  n<Nr  prohibited 
by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the  States,  re- 
spectively, or  to  the  people."  We  call  upon  them 
for  their  charter^  and  it  is  a  most  unfortunate  cir- 
cumstance that,  m  attempting  to  comply  with  our 
request,  gentlemen  cannot  agree  among  themselves 
as  to  the  source  of  thb  power.  Some  gentlemen 
have  been  so  sagacious  as  to  ascertain  tnat  it  is  to 
be  found  in  the  preamble  to  the  Constitution, 
which  declares  the  object  of  it^  formation  to  be, 
in  part.  ^  to  provide  for  the  common  defence  and 
general  welfare."  Sir,  I  did  hope  that  not  more 
than  one  gentleman  would  have  resorted  to  this  as 
a  source  of  power ;  and  I  will  only  say  to  those 
ffentlemen,  that  their  arguments  speak  but  little  iu 
HLVor  of  the  eood  sense  of  the  fmrners  of  the  Con- 
stitution. Ifin  the  preamble  a  power  be  granted 
to  do  whatever,  in  the  estimation  of  hununity,  of 
religion,  of  conscience,  may  be  calculated  to  pro- 
mote the  general  welfare,  the  preamble  itsdf  wo«dd 
have  been  a  sufficient  Constitution ;  it  gives  them 
unbounded  powers,  and  there  the  framers  of  the 
Constitution  ought  then  to  have  stopped. 

Sir,  although  this  argument  is  not  worthy  of  re- 
futation, it  proves,  incontestably,  to  what  alarming 
lengths  we  mav  be  c&rried  by  misguided  zeal  in 
the  cause  of  numanitv,  of  religion,  of  our  con- 
science, as  we  are  taugnt  to  believe  by  those  whose 
interest  it  may  be  to  drive  us  for^vard  in  such  un- 
warrantable measures.  Several  other  sources  of 
the  power  about  to  be  etercised,  were  discovered 
at  the  commencement  of  this  debate ;  all  of  which, 
I  believe,  have  been  abandoned,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  two,  the  first  of  which,  thev  tell  us,  is  to  be 
found  in  the  3d  section  of  the  4tn  article  of  the 
Constitution.  The  narticular  clause  to  which  we 
are  referred  is  in  tdese  words:  "The  Congress 
'  shall  have  power  to  dispose  of,  and  make  all  need- 
'  ful  rules  and  regulations  respecting,  the  territory 
^  or  other  property  belonging  to  the  United  States.'' 
Let  us  for  a  moment  inquire  by  what  this  terri- 
tory has  been  acquired  ?  The  answer  is  easy ;  it 
was  acquired  by  the  joint  funds  of  all.  And  for 
whose  benefit?  For  the  common  benefit  of  all. 
When  the  territory  thus  ac<^uired  is  ready  to  be 
populated,  and  emigration  is  mvited,  how  may  we, 
who  have  purchas^  it  with  the  common  fund,  for 
the  compon  benefit,  remove  there?  The -answer, 
to  a  plain  unlettered  man,  of  common  sense  and 
common  honesty,  would  seem  to  be,  that  we  may 
go  there,  taking  with  us  whatever,  by  the  Consti- 
tution, is  recognised  as  being  ours.  It  is  here  un- 
necessary to  attempt  to  prove  a  right  in  our  ^aves. 
Gentlemen  admit  it ;  that  is,  so  lon^  as  we  keep 
them  in  the  old  States.  But,  sir,  it  is  stated  in  a 
speech  which  I  have  read,  hmg  the  substance,  as 
was  stated,  of  two  speeches  ddivered  in  the  Sen- 
ate on  this  subject,  that  the  riffht  tomakeallneed- 
fnl  rules  and  regulation)  includes  within  it  the 


right  to  determine  what  rules  and  wgulatioas  are 
needful ;  and,  therefore,  I  take  the  conclusion  to  be, 
that  if,  in  our  conscience,  (for  we  must  always  keep 
our  conscience  at  ease  upon  matters  of  this  kind)) 
we  believe  it  to  be  neeiuttl,  we  may  set  at  iibertj 
every  slave  we  may  happen  to  find  there.    If,  sir, 
the  Constitution  consisted  of  that  part  of  the  ttt- 
tion  which  has  been  quoted  onlv,  thb  arffunnt 
might  be  ([and  I  am  disposed  to  think  would  only 
be)  a  specious  one.    It  is  a  species  of  the  same 
kind  or  amment  as  that  to  which  I  hav«  befofc 
alluded,  which  was  founded  on  the  preambie  to 
the  Constitution.    It  ought  to  be  remembered  that 
the  same  instrument  by  which  Congress  hare  ac- 
quired a  right  to  make  rules  and  regoiations  for 
the  Territory,  has  guarantied  to  the  master  a  ri^fat 
to  his  slave ;  and  if  your  rule  or  regulation  be  io- 
consistent  with,  or  is  calculated  even  in  its  effects 
to  deprive  him  of  this  right,  your  rule  or  regolauca 
is  unconstitutional.    But  we  are  told  of  tne  ordi- 
nance of  1787,  which  may  be  called  a  condition 
upon  which  the  United  States  purchased  the  cooa- 
try  northwest  of  the  Ohio  river,  from  tbe  State  of 
Virginia.    The  condition  was,  that  slavery  shoold 
not  there  be  tolerated.    It  is  not  necessary  here  to 
stop  to  in<}uire  whether  ^  United  States  can  par- 
chase  territory^  and,  if  they  can,  whether  they  can- 
not purchase  it  on  conditions.     I  am  willing  to 
concede  to  g^tlemen  the  validity  of  this  celebrated 
ordinance;  and  what  does  it  prove  ?  It  proTcs  that 
the  United  States  purchased  a  tract  of  countr)' 
from  Virginia,  on  condition  that  slaves  should  not 
be  permitted  to  ^o  there.    Now,  sir,  I  am  ready  to 
ask,  why  was  this  proviso  in  the  contract?    Why 
was  it  necessary  for  Virginia,  or  why  was  it  ne- 
cessary for  the  IJnited  States,  by  this  ordinance, 
to  prevent  their  citizens  from  emigrating  with  their 
slaves  to  that  country  ?    Does  it  not  pre-sappose  a 
right  in  every  American  citizen  to  have  remored 
there  with  their  slaves,  had  it  not  been  for  this  or- 
dinance ?  It  certainly  does.   When  we  come  here- 
after to  speak  of  the  purchase  of  Liouisiana,  we 
.shall  see  the  difference  hetween  the  two  cases.  I 
shall  now  call  your  attention  to  the  only  remaininf 
source  which  I  shall  notice,  from  which  gentlemen 
derhre  the  power  to  restrict  Missouri ;  that  is,  they 
say,  to  be  uMind  in  the  first  clause  of  the  section 
last  mentioned,  '^New  States  may  be  admitted  by 
the  Congress  into  this  Union."  And  it  is  conceded 
that  this  clause  is  not  imperative,  but  that  Ccm- 
gress  may  exercise  its  discretion  whether  to  admit 
at  all,  or  upon  what  conditions  a  State  shall  be 
admitted.    It  will .  not  be  denied  that,  when  Coa- 
gress  is  under  no  bbligations  other  than  those  im- 
posed by  the  Constitution,  it  may  admit  or  reject 
a  State,  as  in  the  case  of  a  new  State  formed  oQt 
of  an  old  State,  where  there  has  been  no  contract 
either  express  or  implied,  between  Congress  and 
sueh  new  State,  as  to  its  admission.    But  I  deny 
that  Congress  can  impose  this  restriction,  or  anV 
other,  upon  a  State,  as  a  condition  upon  which  it 
shall  be  admitted ;  out,  on  the  contrary,  I  think  1 
shall  be  i^le  to  chow  dearly,  that  the  nramers  ol 
the  Constitution  contemplated  new  States  comin| 
into  this  Union,  with  or  without  this  descriptioi 
of  property,  as  the  case  might  be ;  and  to  do  this 
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sir,  I  beg  leave  to  lefer  yon  to  the  third  clause  of 
the  second  sMtion  of  the  first  article  of  the  Con- 
stitatioQ.  It  is  in  these  words :  ^*  Representatives 
'  and  direct  taxes  shall  be  apportioned  among  the 
^  several  States  which  may  be  included  within  this 
'  Union,  according  to  their  respective  numbers, 
'  which  shall  be  determined  by  adding  to  the  whole 
'  nnmber  of  free  persons,  including  those  bound  to 
'  serriee  for  a  term  of  years,  and  excluding  Indians 
^  not  tated,  three-fifths  of  all  other  persons."  What 
other  persons'?  Slares,  it  b  admitted.  But,  say 
geotiemen,  this  is  only  applicable  to  the  sood  old 
thffiefn  States,  and  not  to  new  States  or  Territo- 
ncs.  WeU,  sir,  let  us  proceed  with  the  sante  clause, 
and  !«e  what  further  is  to  be  done  within  ^  the 
several  States  which  Ynay  be  included  within  this 
Union."  *^  The  actual  enumeration  shall  be  made 
'within  three  years «fter  the  first  meeting  of  the 
'  Congress  of  the  United  States^  and  withm  every 
'  sabsojaenttenn  of  ten  years,  m  such  manner  as 
'  they  shall  by  hiw  direct."  The  enumeration, 
within  every  subsequent  term  of  ten  years,  of  what 
States,  I  demand  to  know  ?  Of  the  good  old  thir- 
teen States?  I  snnpose  so;  for^  most  assuredly, 
Mr.  Chairman,  if  the  first  mentioned  part  of  the 
clause  only  rehites  to  old  States,  the  latter  part 
cannot  i^te  to  new  ones.  Then,  sir,  by  what 
auihority  do  you  take  the  census  of-  any  State 
which  has  been  admitted  into  this  Union  srace  the 
forma  tjoo  of  the  Constitution  ? 

This  is  a  dilemma  in  which  we  shall  always  be 
found,  when  we  attempt  to  exercise  powers  which 
have  been  retained  by  the  people.  But,  sir,  if, 
iiotwithstanding  what  has  been  stated,  it  be  yet 
coBtended  that  Congress  has  the  power  to  impose 
conditions  upon  Mi^uri.  let  us  see  whether,  by 
the  treaty  ot  1803,  by  which  Low^iana  was  ac- 
^rpd,  the  right  to  impose  this  condition  has  not 
been  surrendered.  By  this  treaty  Louisiana  was 
f«ied  to  the  United  States  in  full  sovereignty. 
There  wns  no  condition  (as  in  the  case  of  the  ces- 
swo  of  the  Northwestern  Territory)  that  slavery 
shoflkl  not  exist  there;  but,  on  the  contrary,  by 
the  third  articl^'of  said  trehty  it  is  declared,  "That 
'  the  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territory  shall  be  in- 
'  eorporated  in  the  Union  of  the  United  Statesy 
'  and  admitted,  as  soon  as  possible,  according  to  the 
'  principles  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  to  the  en- 
I  joyment  of  all  the  Ti|4its,  advantages,  and  immii- 
I  nities,  of  eititens  of  me  United  States ;  and,  in  the 
'  meantime,  they  shall  be  maintained  and  protected 
I  in  the  free  eujoyment  of  their  liberty,  property, 
and  the  religion  which  they  profess." 

Now,  sir,  it  is  a  fact,  which  cannot  be  denied, 
that  there  wew  slaves  in  Louisiana  at  the  date  of 
this  treaty,  and  that  the  property  of  the  master  in 
IIS  slaves  bad  not  only  been  recognised  by  the  Gov- 
ffnment  of  France,  but  by  the  Governments  of 
Spain  and  England,  and  maintained  bv  each  of 
them.  Skves,  then,  were  a  species  or  property 
existing  in  tixe  country  at  the  time  of  its  purchase ; 
»nd  can  anynutn  suppose  that  the  contracting 
parties  were  ignorant  of  this  fact?  They  knew 
*at  this  description  of  property  did  exist  there, 
indwith  this  knowledge  they  did  agree  to  main- 
tam  the  inhabitaBts  in  the  free  enjoyment  of  theur 


liberty,  property,  Ac.  They  are  to  be  admitted 
into  tne  Union  as  soon  as  possible.  And  when  is 
it  possible  to  admit  a  State  into  this  Union  ?  It 
certainly  is  possible  to  admit  a  State  without  this 
condition ;  it  was  possible  long  since  to  admit  her ; 
and  we  have  not  oone  it,  and  we  still  refuse  to  do 
it,  unless  she  will  agree  to  set  at  liberty  her  slaves. 
But,  say  gentlemen,  thn  condition  which  we  pro- 
pose is  in  the  nature  of  a  compact ;  we  do  not,  say 
they,  attempt  to  set  at  liberty  her  slaves,  we  only 
say  to  her  that  this  is  the  condition  upon  whicn 
she  shall  come  into  the  Union.  It  amounts,  then, 
to  this :  we  have  made  one  contract  with  Misi^ 
souri,  which  is  found  in  the  third  article  of  the 
treaty  of  1802;  we  now  tdll  hfer  that  .we  do  not 
like  niat  contract  much,  that  we  are  not  exactly 
willing  to  comply  with  it.  but  that,  if  she  will 
make  another  contract  witn  us,  we  will  fulfil  our 
first  mentioned  engagement.  Sir,  this  is  a  method 
of  fltlfilling  contracts  which  cannot  be  understood 
by  the  honest  and  unsophisticatted  yeomanry  of 
Missouri,  or  of  any  other  country. 

But,  sir,  suppose  we  yield  to  gentlemen  the  Con- 
stitutional power — ^the  question  will  then  arise, 
ought  it  now,  tmder  existing  circumstances,  to  be 
exercised  ?  I  put  this  question  to  those  who  con- 
tend for  restriction.  Is  it  possible  for  you  to  efiect 
your  object  ?  Suppose  you  have  in  this  House  a 
majority  of  votes — ^what  then  ?  Do  tiot  the  Jour- 
nal&  of  the  Serrate  show  us  what  there  has  been  the 
fete  of  this  measure  ?  If  you  persevere  in  your 
present  course,  Maine  and  Missouri  must  both  sink. 
What  then  will  you  have  eflected?  Will  you 
have  prevented,  as  you  propose  to  do,  the  exten- 
sion of  slavery  ?  No,  Missouri  will  still  be  left 
open  for  the  reception  of  slaves.  She  will  con- 
tmue  rapidly  to  increase  every  description  of  her 
population.  And  do  gentlemen  suppose  that  she 
is  to  be  kept  in  a  state  of  vassalage  forever,  because 
she  will  not  submit  to  the  imperial  dictates  of  their 
consciences?  Sir,  we  have  been  asked,  during 
this  debate,  what  will  Missouri  do,  if  we  refuse  to 
admit  her ;  wi&  she  resist  the  Government  ?  Sir, 
gentlemen  ought  to  remember,  that,  althou^  Mis- 
souri be  an  infant,  she  reposes  upon  the  laps  of 
eleven  mothers.  And,  let  me  tell  you,  sir,  that,  if 
ever  Missouri  subscribes  to  this  humiliating  condi- 
tion, bet  name  will  be  written  in  characters  of 
blood. 

Sir,  I  hope  Missouri,  let  her  fete  be  what  it  may, 
will  continue  to  act  (as  she  has  heretofore  dotle) 
with  moderation.  I  Know,  sir,  that  sheVill  not, 
driven  by  anger  or  despair,  appeal  to  tEe  last  re- 
sort of  men  or  nations.  She  will  not.  she  cannot 
war  with  you.  But,  sir,  pdsh  these  measures; 
convince  her  that  upon  thi^  cdhdition  alone  can 
she  be  received,  and,  with  all  the  calmness,  but 
with  all  the  majesty ,.  of  insulted  justice,  she  may 
tell  you  that  she  will  govern  herself.  Sir,  the  dav 
will  come  when  the  people  of  this  country  will 
coolly  and  feirly  investi^te  this  question.  Then, 
sir',  will  be  demanded  oftheir  representatives,  why 
for  n^ht  they  have  aacrificed  Maine  and  Mis- 
solSf  both.  Then,  sir,  will  you  be  required  to  lay 
your  finger  on  that  part  of  tne  charter  of  the  lib- 
erties of  the  people  from  which  you  derive  this 
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power  Then,  sir,  shall  we  be  asked,  if  we  can- 
not be  bound  by  a  solemn  treaty,  by  what  we  can 
be  bound  ?  Toen,  sir,  shall  we  be  reminded  that 
all  powers,  not  delegated  to  the  United  States  by 
the  Constitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States, 
are  reserved  to  the  States,  respectively,  or  to  the 
people. 


Thurso  AY,  February  24. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  enclosing  a  report  of 
the  Third  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  and  of  the  Com- 
missary General  of  Subsistence,  m  relation  to  '*  the 
'  expense  of  furnishing  the  Army  with  rations  for 
<  one  ]^ear,  ending  on  the  14th  of  April,  1818,  ex- 
'  hibiting  the  average  cost  per  ration,  and  also  the 
'  average  cost  per  ration  for  one  year,  under  the 
'  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  14th  of  April,  1818, 
'  entitled  'An  act  to  regulate  the  staff  of  the 
'  Army,"  rendered  in  obedience  to  the  resolution 
of  this  House  of  the  17th  day  of  December  last ; 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  tne  table. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  re- 
port from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  made  in 
obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  1st  of  March,  1819,  "directing 
him  to  transmit  to  Congress,  at  an  early  period 
in  the  next  session,  a  g^eneral  statement  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and  its 
offices,  similar  to  the  return  made  to  him^^by  the 
bank ;  and  a  statement  exhibiting,  as  nearly  as 
may  be  practicable,  the  amount  of  capital  invested 
in  the  aifferent  chartered  banks  in  the  several 
States,  and  the  District  of  Columbia ;  the  amount 
of  notes  issued  by  those  banks,  and  in  circulation ; 
the  public  and  private  deposites  in  them;  the 
amount  of  loans  and  discounts  made  by  them,  and 
remaining  unpaid ;  and  the  total  quantity  of  specie 
they  possess  j  and  also  to  report  such  measures  as,  in 
his  opinion,  may  be  expedient  to  procure  and  retain 
a  sufficient  quantity  or  gold  and  silver  coin  in  the 
United  States,  or  to  supply  a  circulating  medium 
in  the  place  of  specie,  adapted  to  the  exigencies  of 
the  country^  and  within  the  power  of  the  Grovern- 
ment ;"  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  LowNOEs,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  reported  a  bill  designating  the  ports 
within  which,  only,  foreign  armed  vessels  shiul  be 
permitted  to  enter;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-mor- 
row. 

Mr.  Storrs,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  the  Muhheconnuck,  or 
Stockbridge  nation  of  Indians,  made  a  report 
thereon,  accompanied  by  a  bill,  confirming  the  title 
of  the  Mohiccan,  or  Stockbridge  nation  of  Indians, 
to  certain  lands ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  which 
is  committed  the  bill  for  the  establishment  of  ad- 
ditional land  offices  in  the  State  of  Illinois. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crawforo,  it  was 

Ruohedt  That  an  act  of  the  Lagislature  of  the  State 
of  Georgia,  entitled  '*An  act  to  grant  certain  powera 
to  the  commiMioners  of  pilotage  for  the  port  of  Darien, 
aad.to  authorise  them  to  collect  tonnage  duty  on  vea- 


•ela,*'  be  referred  to  the  Committee  oaComiDeKc,aad 
that  »aid  oommittee  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  ike 
expediency  of  giving  the  consent  of  CoDgress  to  (]» 
operatioa  of  said  act. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Strother,  a  committee  wu 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  circumstances  undtr 
which  powder  and  lead  have  been  loaned  by  (Im 
War  Department,  or  by  any  officers  of  the  United 
States  Army,  to  certain  individuals,  and  iDto  tk 
causes  and  extent  of  delinquencies  in  the  Paymas- 
ter's and  Quartermaster's  departments,  sfid  tliai 
they  be  authorized  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwitt; 
and  Messrs.  Strother,  Tract,  Holmes,  JoNESiof 
Tennesaee,  and  Robertson,  were  appointed  tlie 
said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tract,  the  Secretary  of  the 
War  Department  was  directed  to  eommuDJcateto 
this  House  conies  of  any  agreements  which  mav 
have  been  maoe  with  the  firm  of  StuU  and  Wil- 
liams, or  their  surety  or  sureties,  relative  to  the 
loan  to  the  said  Stuil  and  Williams,  of  powder, 
by  the  War  Department,  or  the  repayment  tiieie- 
of ;  and  also  to  inform  this  House  whether  aoy 
moneys,  and  what  sums,  have  been  adranced  tc 
the  said  StuU  and  Williams,  or  to  their  surety  a 
sureties,  on  any  contract  or  contracts  made  witt 
them,  or  either  of  them,  relative  thereto;  and  also 
to  state  the  funds  from  which  said  advances  bare 
been  made. 

CONTINGENT  EXPENSES  OP  THE  HOUSE. 

Mr.  Ranoolpb  rose  to  make  a  motion,  wbidi 
he  said,  he  should  very  much  prefer  to  have  madt 
by  any  other  member  than  himself,  but  which  V\ 
felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  bring  forward ;  and  b 
trusted  that,  whatever  others  might  think,  or  hov 
ever  others  mi^ht  act,  he  should  never  fed  a  dis 
nosition  to  shrmk  from  the  diseharse  of  his  duty 
It  was  impossible,  Mr.  R.  continued,  for  anr  mai 
to  see  what  was  going  on  here — abase  helped  apoi 
abuse,  like  Pelion  upon  Ossa,  until  it  was  impoa 
sible  to  tell  where  it  would  end— jt  threatened  t 
reach  the  skies.  This  House,  he  said,  was  empbal 
ically  intrusted  with  the  purse-atriags  of  the  ni 
tion.  He  hoped  it  would  not  prove  to  be  the  cas 
that  the  neople  had,  according  to  a  well  Itnow 
maxim  ot  law,  trusted  the  lanib  to  the  custody  ( 
the  wolf.  He  had  said  that  thb  House  was  ii 
trusted  with  the  purse-strings  of  the  nation ;  ao 
it  behooved  it,  as  the  grand  inquest  of  the  natioi 
also,  to  inquire  into  abuses  of  every  descriptioi 
but  first,  to  pluck  the  beam  from  its  own  eye,  h 
fore  it  attempted  to  take  out  the  mote  from  i 
brother's  eye.  It  had  been  his  misfortune,  Mr.  C 
iiaid,  especuily  since  the  agitation  of  this  Missob 
question,  not  to  be  "  able  to  sleep  o'nighbs"  and  1 
consequently  often  rose  before  daybreak.  The 
early  risings  had  been  the  means  of  putting  him  ( 
the  scent — he  was  not  sure  of  the  true  game — ^but 
something  like  peculation  or  abuses,  in  a  very  snu 
way,  in  the  contingent  expenses  of  this  House, 
behooves  us,  said  Mr.  R.,  as  the  guardians  of  tk 
imperium  in  imperio,  if  wc  are  arraigned  at  the  pa 
lie  bar — much  more  if  we  arraign  others-^thati 
ap^r  with  clean  hands — that  there  be  no  Uot 
stam  upon  them.    In  the  course  of  my,  lucobr 
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bus,  I  have  sometimes  started  a  question  which, 
Ithou^h  we  may  approximate  to  the  truth,  is  as 
mpossible  to  be  ascertained  as  the  quadrature  of 
he  circle,  and  will,  no  doubt,  be  discovered  with 
be  solutioD  of  that  opprobrium  of  geometry,  with 
he  pbilosq>her's  scon^  the  perpetual  motion,  or 
he  grand  arcanum — tne  diiir  vitat  itself— when 
nen  shall  quaff  immortality  and  joy — dr  rather 
nisery— for  death,  sir,  with  all  his  terrors,  is  our 
xst  mend,  if  we  know  how  to  use  life,  and  comes 
0  deliver  us  from  the  vexation  and  strife  of  diis 
lUfflpery  world.  I  have,  continued  Mr.  R.,  en 
karored  to  ascertain  the  pay  of  a  member  of  Con- 
^ ;  hot,  with  all  the  meamt  I  have  uned,  it  has 
^aded  my  search,  and  will  continue  so  to  do,  I 
ave  no  doobt,  to  the  end.  Those  who  write  cir- 
cular letters,  and  keep  up  a  voluminous  correspon- 
lence,  and  those  who  receive  more  letters  than 
3then  receive,  through  Ae  privilege  of  franking 
ind  statioaery,  a  greater  compensation  than  others. 
He  would  mention  one  (act  to  show  how  it  is  the 
oatare  of  abuse  to  grow  on  what  it  feeds  on — and 
it  may  be  ominoiis ;  it  may  "^  cut  love*' — they  had 
made  him,  for  the  first  time  in  twenty  years,  a 
present,  at  Ais  session,  of  a  knife ;  and  he  believed 
ke  should  cany  it  home  as  a  spoUa  cpima^  and 
hand  it  down  as  a  trophy  of  his  public  service  of 
some  twenty  years,  nearly  fourteen  of  which — 
jQst  doable  the  time,  Mr.  R.  said,  that  Jacob  had 
served  ks  Rachel — had  been  spent  in  opposition 
to  what  is  called  Goyeroment — ^for  he  commenced 
his  political  apprenticeship  in  the  ranks  of  oppo- 
sition; and,  could  he  add  fourteen  more  to  them, 
he  supposed  some  political  Laban  would  double 
his  servitude,  and  condemn  him  to  toil  in  the  bar-. 
KD  field  of  opposition ;  for  he  despaired  of  seeing 
any  man  elected  President  whose  conduct  he  should 
entirely  anprove — he  should  never  be  in  favor  at 
Court,  as  he  had,  somehow,  as  great  an  alacrity  at 
getting  into  a  minority  as  honest  Jack  Falstaff  had 
at  sinking.  It  was,  perhaps,  the  place  he  was  best 
fitted  for,  Mr.  R.,  said,  as  he  had  not  strength 
to  encounter  the  details  and  drudgery  of  business ; 
habit  had  rendered  it  familiar  to  him ;  and,  after 
tU,  it  was  not  without  its  sweets  as  well  as  its  bit- 
fen,  anee  it  involved  the  glorious  priviWge  of  find- 
ing £iult~-one  very  dear  to  the  depraved  condition 
of  poor  boman  nature. 

fint  in  relation  to  the  contingent  fund  of  this 
House,  said  Mr.  R.,  when  he  had  the  honor  of  be- 
buging  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meansj 
uiey  were  so  incessantly  pestered  with  accounts 
forcandks^aad  wood,  and  molasses,  and  water, 
and  what  not,  that  at  last,  at  his  suggestion,  a 
committee  was  raised  expressly  to  audit  and  set- 
tle the  accooats  of  the  contingent  expenses  of  this 
House.  People  were  constantly  coming  to  that 
tommittee  and  complaining  that  they  could  not 
fct  paid,  although  the  clerk  showed  their  receipts 
mrail.  They  were  asked  how  was  this?  And 
were  answered  by  these  men,  that  they  were  oblig- 
^  to  give  receipts  in  full  to  the  clerk,  before  they 
eoald  get  their  contracts,  and  then  he  would  not 
P>y  them,  it  being  a  personal  engagement  of  bis 
wn.  They  were  told  by  the  committee  that  it  was 
^^tSaii  between  diemselves  and  the  derk — that 


they  had  bought  the  contracts  by  letting  the  clerk 
have  the  use  of  their  money,  and  that  if  their 
sweet  turned  out  sour,  they  must  make  the  best  of  a 
bargain  creditable  to  neither  party,  and  made  at 
our  as  well  as  their  expense.  Whether  or  not 
they  ever  got  paid,  Mr.  R.  did  not  know.  He 
knew  that  that  clerk  was  a  public  defaulter,  and 
he  was  not  sure  the  balance  due  by  him  had  been 
paid.  Mr.  R.cast  no  imputation  on  the  present 
clerk.  The  abuse  to  which  he  referred,  was  not 
under  his  control.  Mr.  R.  then  read  the  resolu- 
tion, as  follows : 

Reao/vtdt  That  the  Clerk  do  prepare  and  lay  before 
thill  House,  a  statement  of  the  annual  amount  of  the 
contingent  eipenses  thereof,  from  the  commencement 
of  the  present  Government,  to  the  SOth  of  November 
lant;  dieting  oiidiiog  the  expense  of  stationery,  print- 
ing, fuel,  Ught««  fttrnitnre,  attendants,  and  their  assiso 
taMts ;  with,  a  statement  of  the  amount  and  nature  of 
the  pcrqaisitcfl  of  each* 

Mr.  R.  wished  the  accounts  of  the  {nresent  ses- 
sion kept  separate,  for  they  would,  he  thought,  con- 
stitute a  curiosity,  a  yolume  in  themselves;  This, 
it  would  be  observed,  was  not  a  joint  resolution. 
He  deemed  too  reverently  of  the  honor  of  the  other 
body,  and  knew  too  well  what  was  due  to  comity 
and  courtesy  between  the  two  Houses,  to  meddle 
with  their  afiairs.  Let  them  manage  their  afiairs 
in  their  own  way,  said  Mr.  R.:  it  is  a  maxim  very 
dear  to  me  on  other  subjects,  [meaning  the  Mis- 
souri question,  it  was  understood]  as  well  as  this. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

THE  MISSOURI  BILL. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  Missouri. biU — 
Mr.  Fuller,  ofMassachusetts,  spoke  as  follows: 
Mr.  Chairman,  since  the  establishment  of  our 
Constitution,  a  more  interesting  subject  than  the 
question  now  before  the  Committee  has  never  been 
debated  in  the  Legislature  of  the  nation.  The  inter- 
ests and  character  of  our  country  may  be  involved 
in  the  issue  ^'whether  a  new  State,  beyond  the  orig^ 
inal  limits  of  the  United  States  and  their  depen- 
dent Tenritories,  shall  be  admitted  into  the  Union, 
without  providing  by  her  constitution,  and  as  a  con- 
dition precedent^  that  the  further  introductioB  of 
slavery  shall  be  forever  prohibited  ?"  It  is  in  va  in, 
sir,  that  gentlemen  would  confine  the  discussion  of 
such  a  question  as  this  to  the  hall  of  legislation.  It 
b  vain  to  attempt  to  stifle  the  publie  feeling  and  the 
public  voice.  The  freonen  of  our  country  can  never 
be  insensible,  when  the  rights  of  a  numerous  por- 
tion of  their  fellow-creatures,  natives  of  the  same 
soil,  are  in  controversy ;  they  will  never  be  silent, 
when  the  victims  of  oppression  require  an  advo- 
cate. Instead  of  censure,  which  some  flentleinen 
have  so  lavishly  bestowed  on  the  press  for  its  wide 
diffusion  of  the  public  opinion,  I  rejoice  that  such 
an  organ  exists,  which  inspires  and  conununicates, 
with  the  rapidity  of  lightnrag,  a  simultaneous  sen- 
timent in  various  and  remote  sections  of  our  coun- 
try. Public  opinion,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  the  real 
ifovereignty  of  the  people.  This  is  the  potent  talis- 
man whicn  must  forever  hold  in  check  the  pro- 
jects of  intriguers,  and  arrest  the  enterprises  of  am- 
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bttioD.  The  unprincipled  sycophant,  who  would 
willingly  enlist  himself  under  the  banner  of  power 
and  patronage,  cannot  forget  that  he  is  amenable 
to  this  tribunal.  He  dares  not  encounter  the  con- 
tempt and  odium  of  an  enlightened  public,  and 
reluctantly  does  his  duty.  Nor  is  it  unimportant 
to  remark,  that,  without  such  a  salutary  influence 
of  the  people,  through  the  primary  assemblies,  their 
petitions,  and  the  press,  as  well  as  by  the  frequent 
recurrence  of  the  election  of  their  rulers,  neither 
our  Constitution  nor  any  free  Goveniment  could 
long  exist.  The  intelligent  and  nalriotic  states- 
men who  framed  our  great. national  compact  were 
fully  sensible  of  this.  The  elective  franchise  is 
th$  pivot  on  which  the  instrument  turns^  and  the 
liberty  of  the  press  and  the  right  of  petition  are 
strongly  guarded.  Surely,  then,  the  gentlemen 
who  complain  that  the  ^^  press  groans  with  pam- 
phlets,'' and  that  "  towns,  cities,  and  even  obscure 
villages,  teem  with  politicians,"  who  are  ^  tond- 
ing  our  table  with  memorials,  petitions,  and  re- 
monstrances," have  no  reason  to  consider  legiala- 
ttve  rights  as  invaded.  It  is  even  to  be  hoped, 
thai  those  who  disregard  the  wishes  of  their  eon* 
stituenty  will  aA  least  oondesceod  to  listen  to  their 
reasons.  And  let  it  be  remembered  that  many  of 
these  memorials  emanate  from  statesmen  by  no 
means  inferior  to  the  members  of  this  or  any  other 
Icnslative  body. 

But,  sir,  it  is  not  merely  the  American  public 
that  takes  co^izance  of,  and  will  pass  judgment 
upon  our  decision  of  the  present  controversy.  All 
Europe,  the  who(e  civilized  world, are  spectators  of 
the  scene.  Our  Declaration  of  Independence,  our 
Revolution,  our  State  institutions,  and,  above  all, 
the  great  principles  of  our  Federal  Constitution, 
axe  arrayed  on  one  side,  and  our  legislative  acts 
and  national  measures,  tne  practical  specifcation 
of  our  real  principles  and  cnaraeter,  on  the  other. 
If  we  proclaim  the  glorious  truth,  that  ^'  all  men 
are  born  free  and  eqtuW^  in  our  constitutions,  and, 
while  acting  under  them,  fbr^e  the  chains  of  mil- 
lions of  our  unoffending  species,  can  we  expect  to 
escape  derision  and  contempt  ?  Despots  and  their 
minions  may  justly  despise,  while  tne  wise  and 
good'  of  every  nation  must  pity  our  infatuation,  or 
execrate  oat  hypocrisy. 

Some  gentlemen  have  affected  lo  treat  these 
memorials  aj  the  ebullitions  of  passion ;  of  imes- 
lightened  mobs,  wrought  up  to  an^  hostility 
against  the  Southern  States.  Nothing  is  more 
unfounded.  The  materials  of  which  mobs  are 
eieated  are  not  to  be  found  in  those  parts  of  the 
Union  from  whence  these  memorials  come.  E  ven 
in  times  of  national  distress,  assemblages  of  the 
BKMt  suffering  classes,  thou^n  zealous,  and  some- 
times tumukuous,  are  never  outrageous.  Their 
keenest  resentment  can  seldom  be  hurried,  by  cun- 
ning and  misrepresentation,  into  viohition  of  law. 
On  the  present  occasion,  their  proceeding  were 
generally  as  cool  and  dispassionate  as  their  Rep- 
resentatives oan  exhibit  on  this  floor.  The  Legis- 
latures themselves,  in  many  of  the  States,  with  the 
usual  deliberation  of  such  bodies,  passed  resolu- 
tions of  similar  import.  And,  so  far  from  hostility 
to  the.  South  havmg  any  shaie  in  those  proceed- 


ings, it  will  be  found  that  sentiments  of  reqwct  for 
the  Southern  States^  and  a  strong  explicit  reGosni- 
tion  of  their  Constitutional  ri^ts  to  hold  their 
slaves,  subject  only  to  their  State  regulatioiu,  art 
fully  and  clearly  avowed. 

In  determining  on  the  right  of  Congress,  by  tk 
Constitution,  to  require  the  restriction  of  slavery 
as  a  condition  on  which  a  new  State  shall  be  ad- 
raitted  into  the  Unioik  it  may  be  useful  to  consider 
the  general  objects  ot  the  union  or  confederation 
of  the  States ;  and  the  Constitution,  as  the  instni- 
ment,  by  which  those  objects  wore  to  be  eieeted. 
To  pieserve  the  citizens  of  the  United  Slates  is 
all  meir  rights  against  fbrdgn  and  domestic  vio- 
lence, was  the  general  object ;  to  all  this  its  pro- 
visions were  intended  to  be  subaervient.    The  in- 
terpretation of  any  section  or  clause  most  always 
ki^p  this  paiamoont  purpose  in  view.    The  muni- 
cipal concerns  of  the  particular  States  were  to  be 
regulated  by  themselves  so  far  as  should  be  cooi- 
patible  with  the  exercise  of  the  powers  coaferred 
on  the  National  Oovemment,    As  a  general  line 
of  deraarcalion,  it  may  be  aafficienc  to  say,  that 
the  General  QoreraoieBt  have  the  direction  of  the 
eatemaly  and  the  States  of  the  intemaly  icgulatioos. 
It  ia  obvious,  however,  that  the  failhful  and  eSee- 
tual  performance  of  the  high  duties  asaigoed  to  the 
Federal  Crovemment,  must  often  requtie  the  exer- 
cise of  important  functions  within  tbe  limits  q(  the 
particular  States;  such  as  laying  and  collecting 
taxes  and  duties,  levyiujg  armies,*establi0hing  roa£ 
and  other  communications  with  the  frontier,  essen- 
tial to  defence  against  invasion.    The  power  to 
admit  new  States,  given  to  Congress  by  the  third 
section  of  the  fourm  article,  whether  it  related  to 
those  which  might  be  formed  by  dismemberment 
of  the  original  States,  or  to  those  to  be  formed  in 
territories,  could  not  but  include  a  power  and  a 
duty  in  Congress  to  ascertain  whether  the  proposed 
State  possessed  the  character  and  interior  qualities^ 
whic h  should  enti  tie  her  to  admission.     The  power 
to  ascertain  and  determine  could  not  imply  lesa 
than  a  power  to  refuse,  in  case  the  requisite  charac- 
ter and  qualities  were  wanting^    If  this  be  estab- 
lished, though  I  am  aware  it  has  been,  often  denied, 
but,  as  I  thmL  with  little  plauaibiEtr,  it  is  unne- 
cessary to  explore  the  other  articles  ot  the  Consti- 
tution on  the  present  occasion.    Our  oaky  inquiry 
then  is,  whether  a  svstem  of  interior  regulation  in 
the  proposed  State,  by  which  slaves  are  to  be  ad- 
mitted and  indefinitely  multiplied,  is  of  each  an 
obiectionaUe  character,  as  to  warrant  a  refusal  by 
Congress  to  admit  j  or  what  is  exactljr 
to  announce,  as  an  mdispensable  condition  of 


admitted,  that  the  new  State  must  provide  hj  her 
Constitution  against  the  further  extension  ot  tbe 
offensive  system.  Our  opponents  seem  to  adnut 
these  principles  in  part ;  but  to  confine  the  atten- 
tion of  Confess  to  the  population,  and  sofiu^  only 
to  the  oonstitution.of  the  candidate  for  admission, 
as  to  see  that  it  is  republican.  Even  from  this 
concession  it  would  not  be  difilcult  to  show,  that 
enough  is  admitted  te  authorize  the  restriction  ot 
slavery  by  the  Constitution,  as  nothing  is  more 
^easily  demonstrated,  than  that  the  estaUishmcsni 
I  \of  slavery  is  a  direct  violation  of  the  Tery  first  pria- 
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ciple  of  repoUican  goTernment — ]^liti<»i  equality. 
Some  of  the  adversaries  of  restnctton  have  said, 
•that,  d  Congress  possess  the  right  to  inhibit  slavery 
Ifrom  the  new  States,  whv  require  their  consent  to 
'the  measure?  We  ougUt,  say  they,  to  enact  at 
Qoce  the  prohibiticMi,  and  our  asking  their  consent 
U  an  acknowledgment  that  we  have  no  right  to  en- 
force it.  While  they  remain  territories,  I  would 
reply,  we  may  prohibit  slavery  bv  an  act  of  legis- 
latioo;  our  power  being  equivalent,  by  the  tmrd 
section,  fourth  article,  to  that  of  the  State  Legkla- 
tiues  withiu  their  respective  jurisdiction.  This 
power,  however,  on  their  becoming  States,  would 
be  transferred  to  their  own  legislatures^  unless  re- 
strained by  a  fundamental  article  of  theu  constitu- 
tion^ founded  on  compact  This  is  the  only  way 
in  wnich  the  National  Grovernment  can  insure  a 
continoance  of  the  prohibition. 

Individual  States  are  not  restrict^  by  the  Con- 
stitution from  making  treaties  or  compacts  with 
the  General  Govenuaent,  though  they  are  so  re- 
stricted as  to  fioieign  nations,  and  also  without  the 
consent  of  Congress  for  making  such  compacts 
with  each  other.  The  act  of  Congress  itsett  im« 
parts  to  the  territory,  w^h  is  j^roposed  to  be  made 
a  State,  a  sort  of  corporate  ejusteace,  by  which  it 
i&  enabled  to  choose  delegates  Uxk  a  convention,  to 
form  a  coastitation,  and  to  peribna  all  the  acts  of 
individuality  necessary  to  a  consummation  of  the 
object  Among  those  acts  is  the  making  of  funda- 
mentai  compacts,  and  engrafting  them  upon  its 
Constitution.  An  instance  of  this  sort  is  the  agree- 
ment of  most  of  the  new  States,  stipulated  in  their 
several  constitutions,  to  exempt  the  lands  of  the 
United  States,  within  their  limits,  from  taxation. 
By  the  same  authority  they  may  stipulate  to  ex- 
dude  shivery,  and  any  other  reasonaUe  condition. 
The  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illiaois,  accord- 
io^ijr,  stipulated  to  prohibit  slavery,  in  compliance 
with  the  fiunous  ordinance  of  Idtn  July,  1787,  an 
ordinance  which  alone  will  consecrate  to  jposterity 
(ke  rirtuotts  and  enlightened  members  ot  the  last 
Congress  under  the  old  Coniederation.  It  waa 
not  the  venerable  individuals  who  composed  that 
body,  but  the  feehte  powers  of  the  svstem  under 
which  they  were  constituted,  which  had  lost  the 
confidence  of  the  nation. 

In  snraosing  the  contrary,  the  gentleman  from 
South  CaioUna  (Mr.  PiNcuiisy)  must  allow  me 
to  diSer  from  him.  He  will  find  the  namea  of 
those  patriots  £aremost  in  the  service  and  confir 
dence  of  their  coimtry  for  many  j99m  after  the 
period  in  ^jnestion,  and,  indeed,  during  the  remain- 
der of  theif  active  lives.  The  admission  of  a  new 
State  into  the  Union  is  no  act  of  lafisUtion,  but  a 
coBajpactmerdy.  The  parties  are.  Congress,  in  be- 
halTof  th^  Uutsd  States,  on  the  one  hand,  and  the 
new  State  on  the  other.  The  compact  contains 
the  stipulation  of  the  latter  to  support  the  burdens, 
and  to  perform  the  duties  of  a  member  of  the 
political  familv ;  and  of  the  former  to  admit  her 
to  share  the  legislative  power  and  the  common 
protection.  The  Federal  Constitution  itself  wi^ 
merely  a  compact  betwe^i  the  thirteen  origin41 
tnembers  of  the  Union.  J 

U  has  been  earnestly  contended,  however,  that, 


when  the  word  State  is  used  in  the  Constitution, 
it  has  a  well  defined  meaning,  and  that  a  body 
politic,  possessing  other  powers  and  attributes, 
whether  more  or  less,  cannot  be  called  a  State  in 
that  instrument;  and  another  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina.  (Mr.  Lowmdes.)  has  endeavored 
to  show,  that,  it  Congress  should  admit  into  the 
Union  a  body  politic,  possessing  powers  or  attri- 
butes difierent  uom  those  posses^  by  the  original 
States,  it  would  be  an  assumption  of  power  not  con- 
ferred by  the  Constitution-  The  power  to  admit 
States,  given  by  the  section  above-mentioned, 
means,  he  argues,  toladmit  other  bodies  politic  with 
political  powers  exactly  commensurate  with  those 
of  the  States  then  existing,  and  consequently,  to 
admit  other  and  difierent  Iwdies  politic,  must  he  a 
usurpation.  Hence,  he  proceeded  to  show  that 
such  an  innovation  might  lead  to  the  most  danger- 
ous consequences ;  to  compromises  and  conditions 
on  the  part  of  the  new  States,  which  might  keep 
them  in  a  state  of  vassalage  ana  dependence  on  the 
Qeneral  Government,  and  make  them  ready  in- 
struments to  subjuffEtte  and  oppress  the  original 
mmnbers  of  the  Confederacy.  Buch  consequences 
may,  indeed,  excite  alarm,  but  they  are  utterly 
chimerical. 

The  authority  of  the  General  Government  over 
the  Territories,  while  they  remain  siich,  is  very  ex- 
tensive ;  "  to  make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations 
respecting  them,  '*  comprehending  kgislative  and 
executive  j  urisdiction.  As  these  territories  can  never 
demand  admission  into  the  Union  as  of  right,  it  is 
apparent  that  any  approximation  by  them  towards 
the  full  enjoyment  of  the  attributes  and  powers 
of  the  originsu  States,  must  diminish  the  danger 
of  their  becoming  instruments  of  ambition  or  ty- 
ranny in  the  hands  of  the  General  Government. 
And,  if  Congress  have  discretionary  power  to  con- 
tinue them  in  their  territorial  and  dependent  condi- 
tion, or  to  admit  them  as  a  States,  with  all  the  rights 
and  attributes,  it  would  be  extraordinary  if  this 
full  consummation  of  rights  as  States  could  not  be 
attained  by  deffreee,  but  must,  of  necessity,  be  the 
effect  of  a  single  act.  And,  unless  it  ia  contended 
that  the  expression.  Congress  "  may  admit,"  means 
Congress  shall  admit,  by  which  all  discretion  is 
taken  away,  and  the  power  of  admission  a  ntere 
mockeiy,  it  must  be  conceded,  that  the  Territcvies 
are  to  remain  such,  until  Congress  shaU  consider 
a  change  of  their  condition  consistent  with  the 
spirit  of  the  original  confedetacv,  and  the  well 
being  of  the  existing  States,  The  gradual  ad- 
vancement of  the  Territories  to  the  condition  of  the 
original  States,  i&  not  only  prudent  and  reason- 
able, but  has  been  the  common  mode  in  regard  to 
thenar  They  are  first  invested  with  powers  of  local 
legidation,  subject  always  to  the  revision  of  Con- 

gess;  a  revision  not  unfrequentlv  exercised,  and 
us  the^  are  trained  to  a  knowleofe  of  the  func- 
tions ot  independent  members  of  the  national 
fanaily. 

The  last  mentioned  gentleman  has  earnei'tly  con- 
tended that,  as  the  original  States  are  all  politicallv 
equal,  so  the  new  States  already  admitted,  and  all 
hereafter  to  he  admitted,  must  necessarily  be  so ; 
that  the  inequality  of  the  political  rights  of  any 
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State  with  her  sister  States,  must  disturb  the  balance 
of  the  Constitution,  and  endanger  the  existence  of 
the  Union.  To  this  objection,  somewhat  differ- 
ently stated,  I  have  already  attempted  to  replv,  by 
showing  that  the  Constitution  con  tern  plateu  the 
existence  of  territories^  whose  continuance  as  such 
must  depend  on  the  discretion  of  Congress,  in  the 
sound  exercise  of  their  legitimate  powers.  But 
let  us  approach  the  argument  more  nearly,  and  see 
how  far  this  political  equality  of  the  States  is  es- 
sential to  our  national  Union ;  how  far,  in  that 
Tiew,  it  is  established  by  the  Constitution  itself, 
and  has  been  maintained  m  admitting  new  States. 

The  population,  wealth,  and  physical  advan- 
tafi;es  of  some  States,  are  rery  far  superior  to  those 
01  others.  The  civil  institutions,  the  system  of 
education^  and  the  moral  character  and  nabits  of 
industry  in  some  States,  give  them  a  decisive 
superiority  in  those  respects ;  all  which  create  an 
actual  and  unavoidable  inequality  amons^  the  sev- 
eral members  of  the  Union,  which  no  theoretical 
principle  of  equal  political  rights  established  by 
the  Constitution,  if  it  were  even  attempted,  could 
effectually  counteract  Thus^  the  Southern  States 
possess  the  great  staples  of  asriculture ;  the  Eastern 
and  Middle  are  distinguished  by  their  industry 
and  commercial  enterprise,  and  by  their  civil  ana 
literary  institutions ;  while  the  States  in  the  West 
possess,  in  different  degrees,  all  these  advantages. 
In  the  event  of  intemaui  dissensions,  and  of  actual 
hostility,  between  the  different  sections  of  our 
country,  these  physical  and  moral  inequalities, 
and  not  an  imaginary  or  real  difference  in  the 
rights  of  the  several  States  under  the  Constitution, 
would  lead  to  fatal  consequences^  and  endanger 
our  existence  as  a  free  and  united  people.  In 
truth,  the  political  equality  of  the  l^tes  is  no 
where  preserved,  since  the  old  confederation  ex- 
pired, but  in  the  Senate.  In  the  other  branch  of 
the  Legislature,  the  difference  between  the  largest 
and  smallest  States,  is  more  than  twenty  to  one. 
Even  the  principle  itself,  which  is  the  basis  of 
representation  in  that  branch,  is  clearly  unequal, 
and  was  at  the  time  when  the  Constitution  was 
established.  In  manv  of  the  States,  the  black 
population  was,  at  tnat  time,  in  a  condition  of 
slavery ;  in  others  slavery  was  not  tolerated ;  now 
slaves  are  either  persona  or  property ;  if  the  former, 
then  the  States  which  contained  them  were  enti- 
tied  to  include  them  in  their  census,  and  to  send 
representatives  to  Congress  in  proportion  to  their 
wnole  number.  On  the  other  hand,  if  slaves, 
having  no  political  rights  or  influence  in  the 
States,  are  mere  jH-operty,  the  States  ought  not  to 
send  any  representatives  whatever,  in  consequence 
of  possessing  any  amount  of  sucn  a  commodity. 
I  do  not  mention  this  for  the  purpose  of  complaint, 
but  merely  to  show  that  a  fundamental  principle 
of  political  inequalitv  is  to  be  found  in  the  Con- 
stitution Itself,  by  wnich  the  slaveholding  States 
have  either  twenty-five  representatives  too  many, 
or  about  sixteen  too  few.  The  gentlemen  may 
choose  either  branch  of  the  dilemma. 

But,  sir,  I  cannot  forbear  expressing  my  surprise, 
that  the  honorable  gentleman,  and  several  others, 
who  have  insisted  on  the  same  argument,  should 


have  shut  their  eyes  on  the  palpable  fact,  that  all 
the  new  States  admitted  since  the  Constitution 
was  formed,  have  been  required  to  establish  a 
fundamental  article  in  their  several  constitutions, 
which  not  merely  abridges,  but  absolutely  mutil- 
ates their  sovereignty.    In  all  the  thirteen  original 
States  the  vacant  lands  within  their  limits  were 
the  property  of  the  States,  respectivc4y;  in  the 
new  States,  all  lands  are  retained  in  fee  simple,  as 
the  propertjr  of  the  United  States ;  and  each  State 
expressly  stipulates  and  provides,  by  its  constitu- 
tion, never  to  levy  any  tax  on  w  lands  of  the 
United  States  within  its  limits,  until  five  years 
after  it  shall  be  alienated.    If  anv  attribute  oi  sov- 
ereign power  is  more  precious  than  all  others,  it 
is  the  right  of  taxation ;  of  providing  means  for 
the  support  of  Government ;  for  internal  improve- 
ment, and  external  protection.    Yet  this  conces- 
sion nas  invariably  been  required  on  the  one  part, 
and  yielded  on  the  other ;  nor  has  the  vigilance 
of  the  guardians  of  St^ite  rights,  and  of  the  politi- 
cal equality  and  sovereignty  of  the  States,  ever 
sounded  the  alarm  for  this  gigantic  usurpation. 
,Let  these  gentlemen,  too,  who  treat  this  right  of 
taxation  as  a  matter  of  slight  concern,  reflect  for 
a  moment  on  the  power  it  gives  to  the  National 
Government,  to  raise  up  within  the  limits  of  any 
or  all  the  new  States,  an  adverse  influence,  capa- 
ble of  controlling  their  measures.    These  lands,  so 
held,  in  the  bosom  of  the  new  States,  in  most  in- 
stances, constitute  above  three-fourths  of  their 
territory.      Tne  National  Government,  instead 
of  selling  them  in  the  market,  as  it  has  hitherto 
done,  may  eive  leases  for  ninetjr-nine,  or  nine 
hundred  and  ninety-nine  years,  either  of  which 
would  produce  as  high  a  price  as  the  alienation  of 
the  fee  itself.    They  would  in  that  case,  however, 
remain  still  the  property  of  the  United  States,  and 
consequently,  by  the  articles  of  agreement  between 
the  United  States  and  the  new  States,  and  by  the 
constitution  of  the  latter,  they  could  never  be  taxed 
by  the  State.    The  burdens  of  the  taxation  must, 
in. that  case^  fftll  on  the  other  portion  of  the  citi- 
zens, and  the  tenants  and  lessees  of  the  United 
States  would  be  exempted.    Does  not  the  exist- 
ence of  such  a  power  in  the  United  States  impair 
the  sovereign  authority  of  the  new  States,  and, 
therefore,  produce  on  theirpart  'Apolitical  inequal- 
ity," a  vast  inferioritv  ?    That  the  National  Gov- 
ernment may  probably  never  abuse  the  power,  and 
may  even  employ  it  with  a  paternal  view  to  the  wel- 
fhre  of  new  States  themselves,  as  wdl  as  for  the 
advantage  of  the  United  States,  has  no  tendency 
to  weaken  the  force  of  the  argument.    It  is  proba- 
ble, however,  that  the  United  States  will  not,  for 
many  yearai  or  perhaps  for  centuries,  alienate  all 
the  national  domains  m  the  new  States,  and  such 
as  are  not   alienated    must  be  exempted  from 
taxation. 

The  right  of  taxation,  I  have  already  remarked, 
is  one  of  the  indisputable  attributes  of  a  sovereign 
Power.  Of  those  retained  by  the  States  from  the 
National  Gbvemment,  scarcely  one  is  more  indis- 
pensable to  their  existence,  as  bodies  politic.  Gen- 
tlemen who  are  so  jealous,  when  the  feast  approach 
is  made,  that  may  bring  the  nation  in  contact  vrith 
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the  balwarks  of  State  sovereignty,  ought  purely 
to  admit,  that  a  State,  which  is  interdicted  from 
touching,  for  public  purposes^  one  half  the  territory 
within  her  limits^  is  shorn  of  half  her' beams.  In- 
stead of  this,  however,  they  seem  to  consider  it  a 
trifling  restriction,  while  the  restriction  of  slavery, 
now  proposed  to  Missouri,  as  the  condition  of  her 
beooming^  a  State,  is  an  all-devouring  monster, 
which  is  to  swallow  up  the  liberties  of  a  continent ! 
The  ri^t  of  legitimate  taxation  is  nothing;  the 
right  of  estabUshinff  and  perpetuating  slavery  is 
ev^  thing — the  dearest  of'aU  rights;  without 
which,  a  new  State  is  degraded  to  vassalage,  un- 
worthy to  hold  her  lofty  station  in  this  confederated 
empire  I 

And  how  does  it  appear  that  the  right  to  estab- 
lish slavery  is  an  attribute  of  sovereignty  1  Whence 
is  it  derived,  and  how  is  it  proved  f  A  nation  pos- 


sessing sovereign  power  is  not  amenable  to  any 
haman  tribunal  for  its  aets,  in  relation  to  its  own 
citizens  or  sobjeets ;  but  it  does  not  follow  from 
thence,  that  it  lias  a  legitimate  right,  though  it  has 
the  powder,  to  do  justice.'  It  cannot  take  me  prop- 
erty of  one,  and  bestow  it  arbitrarily  on  another ; 
it  cannot  ponish  the  innocent,  or  deprive  them  of 
their  pcopertv  or  liberty.  If  a  sovereign  State 
^were  to  establish  the  condition  of  slavery,  it  must 
do  it  by  the  grossest  usurpation ;  and  it  might  as 
^grell  fix  on  any  other  distinction  between  the  free- 
man and  the  slave,  as  that  of  color.  A  difference 
of  statm^or  of  strength,  would  be  much  more 
natural*  No  gentleman,  that  I  have  heard,  has 
denied  that  slavery  was  an  usurpation  as  well  as 
an  evil ;  and  yet  it  is  contended  that  we  have  no 
right  to  require  the  State  of  Missouri  to  prevent 
its  further  exbtence  there. 

A  gentleman  from  Virginia,  who  spoke  early  in 
the  debate,  asserted,  that  the  question  was  not, 
whether  slavery  was  an  evil,  or  whether  it  was 
within  the  legitimate  exercise  of  soverdsnt^r  to 
estahiish  it;  hat,  whether  the  other  States,  Yir^nia 
far  instance^  not  being  prohibited  from  acting  free- 
ly to  establish  or  aboRsh-it,  the  State  of  Missouri, 
and  other  new  States,  could  be  restricted  or  con- 
trolled in  relation  to  it.    Virginia,  said  he,  and 
Penn^lvania,  and  the  other  original  States,  ex- 
ercised their  sovereign  right  to  judge  whether  the 
establishment  of  the  condition  of  slavery  was  an 
attrib«ite  of  sovereignty  or  not;  therefore  Missouri 
caxittot^  without  usurpation,  be  deprived  of  the 
same  right    The  argument  from«  the  power  per- 
xnittedto  the  original  States,  being  founded  on 
the   dogma  diat  the  new  States  must  have  the 
saxne  powers,  has  been  already  proved  to  be  falla- 
cious, and  the  restriction  of  taxes  upon  the  public 
lands  has  been  adduced  as  a  refutation  in  practice. 
'^at,  as  the  {[entleman  last  alluded  to  placed  great 
stress  on  this  refined  argument,  and  exerted  his 
ingenuity  to  show  that  the  "  terms  and  conditions" 
prescribed  by  Virginia;  and  agreed  toby  Kentucky, 
as  the  price  of  her  admission  into'  the  Union,  did 
not  impair  the  sovereign  rights  of  either,  I  shall 
devote  a  moment's  attention  to  prove,  that  those 
^  terms  and  conditions"  did.  in  iact^  restrict  both 
Virginia  and  Kentucky  in  tne  exercise  of  an  attri- 
bute of  sovereign  powek  much  more  clear  than 
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th^  right  of  establishing  slavery.  Passing  over 
the  stipulations  in  relation  to  taxinff  the  lands  of 
non-residents,  I  shall  confine  my  observations  to 
the  seventh  condition,  which  provides,  that  the 
navigation  of  the  river  Ohio  shall  be  free  to  all 
the  citizens  of  the  two  States,  and  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  the  jurisdiction  of  the  river  shall 
be  concurrent  only  with  the  States  on  the  opposite 
shore.  Now.  it  may  be  said,  that  the  navigation 
of  the  river  oetween  Kentucky  and  Virginia  on 
one  side,  and  Ohio.  Indiana,  and  Illinois^  on  the 
other,  would  have  been  common  to  the  citizens  of 
the  States  bordering  on  the  river,  and  perhaps 
even  to  all  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  with- 
out this  stipulation.  But  here  I  turn  the  gentle- 
man's argument  against  him.  The  States  bound- 
ing on  the  Connecticut  river,  for  instance,  have 
never  stipulated  that  the  navigation  of  that  river 
shall  be  tree  to  all  the  citizens  of  the  United  States. 
They  are  permitted  to  "judge  for  themselves," 
whether  they  have  a  sovereign  right  to  exclude 
the  citizens  of  other  States  from  that  river  or  not ; 
therefore,  the  stipulation  in  question  between  Vir^ 

S'nia  and  Kentucky  deprives  both  those  States  of 
e  right  of  judging,  wnich  the  States  on  Connec* 
ticut  river  possess.  Vermont  bounds  on  the  Con- 
necticut river  On  one  side,  and  Lake  Chatnplain 
on  the  other.  She  was  admitted  into  the  Union 
without  making  any  stipulation  with  regard  to 
the  navigation  or  jurisdiction  of  either  of  those 
waters ;  the  States  of  Virginia  and  Kentucky,  in 
a  case  exactly  parallel,  have  both  submitted  to 
a  restriction  by  compact.  They  can  no  longer 
"judge"  on  that  subject  for  themselves,  and,,  con- 
sequently, are  deprived  of  one  of  the  attributes  of 
sovereignty  in  the  same  manner  that  Missouri,  by 
consentmg  to  prohibit  slavery,  will  be  deprived  of 
one  of  her°8.  The  right  of  navigating  public  rivers, 
by  citizens  of  other  than  adjoining  States,  may  b0 
questionable ;  the  right  of  a  sovereign  State  to  tax 
all  lands  within  its  limits  is  undoubted ;  but  the 
right  to  hold  human  beings  in  perpetual  and  hope- 
less slavery  is  only  found  in  the  codes  of  barbarians 
-and  despots. 

As  far  as  precedents  (some  of  them  nearly  con- 
temporaneous with  the  Constitution  itself)  con- 
tribute to  disclose  its  true  interpretation,  it  may  be 
remarked,  that  not  only  Ohio,  but  every  new  State, 
has  been  required  to  stipulate  sundry  articles,  as 
the  conditions  on  which  alone  they  were  admit- 
ted. The  exemption  of  the  public  lands  from 
taxation  was  one  of  the  most  prominent ;  and  the 
restriction  of  slavery,  in  the  very  words  proposed 
to  Missouri  by  the  amendment  now  under  consid- 
eration, was  required  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois. 
The  ordinance  of  1787,  before  referred  to,  framed 
almost  at  the  same  moment  with  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  recognised  amon^  the.  first  acts  of  the  first 
Congress  under  it,  may  fairly  be  considered  as  a 
formal  and  practical  adoption  of  the  principles  for 
which  we  contend,  by  a  legislative  body  com- 
posed in  part  of  the  framers  of  that  instrument  and 
their  intimate  associates.  No  opposition  to  this 
interpretation  is  known  to  have  been  made  by  the 
slaveholding  States;  and  there  is  no  reason  to 
believe  that  the  ordinance  was  not  considered  as 
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perfectly  consistent  with  the  new  ibnn  of  Govern- 
ment.  Those  who  now  call  in  question  the  right 
of  restriction  are  obliged  to  contend,  as  a  conse- 
quence of  their  new  doctrine,  that  the  ordinance 
was  unconstitutional,  and  that  the  restriction  of 
slavery  by  the  States  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio 
being  stipulated  and  enacted  on  such  a  basis  is  there- 
fore a  mere  nullity,  and  may  be  rightfully  dispoised 
with  at  the  pleasure  of  those  States.  There  is  no 
reason  to  fear  that  those  happy,  flourishing,  and 
enlightened  States,  would  now  mtroduce  the  dde- 
terious  poison  of  slavery  into  their  civil  code,  to 
wither  their  energies  and  burlesque  their  princi- 
ples of  liberty,  even  if  no  stipulation  to  the  con- 
trary existed.  But  we  ought  to  note  the  pernicious 
tendency  of  an  innovation  in  the  established  con- 
struction of  our  national  compact,  which,  after 
forty  years'  uniform  practice,  now  threatens,  like 
a  tempest,  to  sweep  away  our  fairest  institutions, 
and  to  prostrate  the  bulwarks  of  our  prosperity. 

iBut,  say  gentlemen,  if  Congress  can  prescribe 
one  condition — such  as  the  restriction  of  slavery — 
Iwhat  are  the  limits  of  this  restricting  power; 
Where  will  the  impositions  on  the  new  States  find 
a  check  1  The  power  given  to  admit  new  States, 
with  the  single  exception  of  States  formed  by  dis- 
memberment of  the  existing  States,  is  in  the  same 
unlimited  terms  as  are  employed  in  vestine  in 
Congress  various  other  important  powers — ^to  levy 
taxes,  raise  armies,  and  declare  war.  If  Congreis 
were  to  levy  unnecessary  taxes,  to  raise  useless 
armies,  or  make  war  for  slight  causes  or  no  cause, 
would  the  nation  tamely  submit  to  the  abuse  of 
power,  because  tbe  letter  of  the  Constitution  was 
not  violated  ?  Sir,  the  indiniation  of  the  people 
would  quickly  annihilate  tne  "  brief  authority" 
which  was  become  an  instrument  of  oppression. 
Congress  may  indeed  mistake  the  interests  of  the 
nation  in  the  exercise  of  those  important  powers ; 
and  even  a  mistake — frequently  unavoidable  from 
the  nature  of  human  affairs,  must  be  fatal  to  the 
popularity  of  its  authors.  How  then  can  they  hope 
to  escape  who  voluntarily  wrest  the  power  intrust- 
ed to  them  to  the  purposes  of  ambition  or  tyranny? 
Such  a  disregard  or  public  opinion  and  official 
duty  can  never  be  apprehended  under  color  of 
unlsmited  Constitutional  powers.  So.  in  tbe  ad- 
mission of  new  States,  the  power  mtrusted  to 
Congress  is,  from  its  very  nature,  limited  only  by 
sound  discretion  and  official  responsibility.  In  one 
respect,  however,  the  remote  possibility  of  an  un- 
reasonable exercise  of  this  discretion  is  subject  to 
an  effectual  check :  the  conditions  required  cannot 
be  imposed  on  the  new  State  without  its  ooftseni. 
The  terms  of  the  compact  are  mutually  proposed 
and  considered,  and  there  is  not  a  shadow  of 
nound  to  apprehend  that  the  vigilance  of  tbe  new 
State  will  be  cheated  into  a  concession  against  its 
interests.  A  further  check  is  to  be  found  in  tiie 
real  interests  of  the  United  States  being  generally 
identified  with  those  of  the  proposed  State.  The 
condition  now  required  of  Missouri  is  even  more 
evidently  conducive  to  her  interest  and  prospe-rily 
than  to  that  of  the  nation. 

The  only  exception  to  this  remark  may  perhaps 
be  found  in  the  exemption  of  the  public  lands  from 


taxation ;  but  even  this  may  be  shown  under  the 
existing  regulations,  in  the  sale  of  those  lands,  to 
facilitate  their  sale  and  settlement  by  a  temporary 
alleviation  from  public  exactions  in  iavor  of  mdus- 
trious  settlers.  It  is  also  manifest  that  Congress 
cannot  prescribe  a  condition  which  may  be  con- 
trary to  the  spirit  and  tenor  of  the  Federal  Consti- 
tution, or  which  shall  impair  the  right  of  the  State 
to  her  share  in  the  National  Gk>vemment ;  or  a 
condition  which  shall  contravene  the  republican 
principles  of  all  our  institutions. 

I  proceed  to  consider,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  ai&u- 
ment  of  those  who  contend  that  we  are  bound  t>y 
the  treaty  (1  U.  S.  Laws,  p.  134)  by  which  tbe 
province  of  Louisiana  was  ceded  to  the  United 
Statei,  to  admit  Missouri  as  a  State  without  re- 
stricting her  on  the  subject  of  slavery.  The  third 
article  of  the  treaty  stipulates,  'Hhat  the  inhabit- 
<  ants  shall  be  incorporated  in  the  Union,  and  ad- 
'  mitted  as  soon  as  possible,  according  to  the  prin- 
'  ciples  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  to  all  the 
'  rights,  advantages,  and  inununitiesi  of  citizens 
^  ot  the  United  States,  and  shall  be  protected,  in 
^  the  meantime,  in  their  liberty,  property,  and  re> 
*  ligion." 

Our  Constitution  was.  formed  with  a  view  to  the 
then  existing  Stat^  and  to  the  territory  within 
our  limits  and  jurisdiction,  as  established  by  our 
treaty  with  Great  Britain.    The  power  conferred 
on  Congress  to  admit  new  States,  cannot  be  con- 
strued to  extend  beyond  those  limits.    According- 
ly, when  the  Louisiana  treaty  was  before  the  Sen- 
ate for  its  approbation  and  concurrence,  both  its 
friends  and  its  opponents  agreed,  that  neither  the 
treaty-making  power,  nor  even  Congress  itself 
could  stipulate  with  a  foreign  nation  to  admit  one 
of  its  provinces,  beyond  the  original  limits  of  the 
United  States,  into  the  Union  as  a  new  State. 
The  present  Secretary  of  State  was  then  a  member 
of  that  body,  and  expressed  his  opinion  to  that  ef- 
fect.   He  was,  however,  so  decisively  in  favor  of 
the  treaty^  that  he  suggested  an  amendment  of  the 
Constitution  itself,  to  ^ve  effect  to  so  important 
an  acquisition  as  Louisiaiuu    Mr.  Taylor,  who  is 
stiU  respected  as  one  of  the  most  emment  states- 
men of  Viiginia,  declared,  he  considered  that  the 
article  in  question  did  not  intend  to  stipulate  to 
admit  the  province  as  a  State,  but  that  "the  words 
were  literally  satisfied  by  admitting  it  as  a  Terri- 
tory," and  not  as  a  State^  and  by  naturalizing  Uie 
inhabitants,  and  protectmg  their  property,  as  in 
other  Territories.    When  the  treaty  came  before 
Ihe  House  of  Representatives^  for  the  purpose  df 
making  the  necessary  appropriation  to  comjily 
with  the  conditions,  or  for  the  establidunent  of  a 
Territorial  government^  a  similar  constructioo  was 
given'  to  the  third  iirucle ;  and,  among  others,  a 
gentletoan  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Randolpli,)  who 
at  that  time  strongly  supported  the  treaty  and  the 
Administration,  said  "there  was  no  stipulation 
that  they  Bhouul  ever  be  fopned  into  one  or  more 
States.''    It  is  also  well  known  that  President 
Madison,  then  Secretary  of  State,  maintained  the 
same  doctrine.     Had  tne  stipulation  provided  K 
admit  Louisiana,  as  a  State  or  States,  into  tin 
Union,  it  must  unquestionably  have  been  rejected 
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or  hare  awaited  the  consent  of  the  people  by  an 
ameodment  to  the  Oonstitation. 

Notwithstanding  ttris  sentiment,  so  generally 
coQcarred  in  at  the  time,  a  portion  of  the  new  ter- 
ritory was  formed  into  a  State,  and  admitted  in 
1812  into  the  Union.  From  what  source  the  pow- 
ers of  Congress  'were  deduced,  or  what  new  dis- 
corery  on  that  subject  Was  made  in  the  interrening 
time,  f  have  never  been  informed.  It  is  probaUe, 
howeFer,  that  the  attenti(Mi  of  the  statesmen  then 
in  Congress  ^ras  'wholly  engrossed  by  the  immi- 
nent dangers  that  beset  our  country,  then  on  the 
verge  of  ^war  writh  the  most  powerful  empire  of  the 
European  'world. '  We  have  some  consolation,  how- 
erer,  in  obaerring,  that  the  internal  character  and 
instttatioQS  of  the  proposed  State,  inhabited  chiefly 
by  a  popnlation  so  lately  i^verned  by  the  laws  and 
usages  of  despotic  countries^  were  not  disregarded ; 
and  she  was  ex|»essiy  required  to  provide  by  her 
constitution  for  the  estauishroent  of  '^  cirii  and 
religious  liberty,  trial  by  jury,  and  tlie  writ  of  ha- 
beas corpos)"  -with  other  salutary  principles. 

Louisiana  bnng  thus  admitted,  I  shall  not  now 
contest  her  right  to  that  high  privilege }  but,  while 
I  consent  to  consider  her  admission  as  a  precedent 
to  guide  our  deciai(m  in  the  admission  of  Missouri, 
1  must  also  require  t^at  the  whole  proceedings, 
comprehendiiig  the  terms  and  conditions  which 
formed  their  basis,  must  be  equally  recognised,  or 
the  whole  must  be  abandoned  together.  If  all 
doubt  at  the  right  of  Congress,  by  the  Constitu- 
tioQ,  to  admit  Louisiana,  is  waived  in  favor  of  the 
present  applicant,  it  .is  no  more  than  reasonable 
that  all  the  bearings  and  conditions  of  the  pr6^ 
cedent  shoold  be  equally  considered  and  allowed. 
Our  opponents,  however,  are  not  satisfied  with 
the  effect  of  the  precedent,  and  allege  that  the  rat- 
ification of  the  treaty,  and  the  acts  of  Congress 
making  the  appropriations  oecbssary  to  its  execu- 
tion, have  ^tven  it  such  a  sanction,  that  the  na^ 
tional  faith  is  pledged  for  its  complete  fufilment. 
I  agree  that  a  treaty  made  and  ratined  by  the  Pre- 
sident and  Senate,  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of 
the  CoDstitQtioD,  is  morally  binding  on  Congress 
and  the  nation.  It  is,  indeed,  a  doctrine  strenu- 
ously supported  by  some,  that  Congress  ma)r  decide 
opon  the  merits  of  a  treaty  previously  ratified  by 
the  competent  authorities,  ana  eidier^nt  or  with- 
hold the  appropriations  necessary  to  Us  execution. 
This  doctrine,  if  true,  involves  the  necessary  con- 
sequence, that  Congress  may  not  only  annul  a 
treaty  constitutioBalTy  made,  bat  that  any  subse- 
quent Congress  majr  virtually  rescind  it,  so  far  as 
its  proTisbns  remain  executory,  and  depend  on 
apfX'opriatioiis  or  other  act^,  to  be  passed  by  all  the 
branches  of  the  Gk>veroinent.  In  other  words,  no 
fo^er  exists  in  the  Gk>vetiiment  of  the  United 
States  to  make  a  treaty  which  shall  be  obligatory 
on  the  nation  or  its  Legislature.  This  dangerous 
and  absurd  doctrine  has  been  ably  resisted,  and,.in 
my  opinion,  refuted,  many  years  since.  The  power 
to  make  treaties,  conferred  on  the  President  in  con- 
carrence  with  the  Senate,  is  as  general  as  lan^age 
can  make  it.  They  have^  then,  by  the  ordinary 
rules  of  interpretation,  the  same  power  on  that 
sofajeet  which  exists  rightfully  in  other  govera- 


laents  as  a  necessary  attribute  of  sovereign  power. 
The  British  Parliament,  with  its  IxMsted  ^^  omnip- 
otence," never  pretended  to  arrest  ^e  execution  of 
a  treaty  by  withholding  supplies ;  yet  the  rdation 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  Executive 
of  the  United  States  is  precisely  analogous  in  this 
respect — it  holds  the  purse^trings  of  the  National 
treasury.  Thus,,  the  Louisiana  treaty,  being  made 
by  competent  authority,  derived  no  additional  obli- 
gation from  the  acts  of  Congress  at  that  time,  or 
at  any  subsequent  period.  If  that  Congress  could 
refuse  to  provide  for  paying  the  price,  tne  present 
may  withhold  the  balance,  if  any  remains  unpaid. 
If  the  Congress  of  1812  admitted  a  State,  carved 
out  of  the  new  province,  it  must  have  done  so, 
either  because  it  deemed  the  admission  Constitu- 
ticmal,  without  reference  to  the  treaty,  or  because, 
in  addition  to  its  Constitutional  right  to  admit,  it 
considered  the  treaty  as  stipulating  for  such  admis- 
sion. Whether  the  former  alone,  or  both  consider- 
ations, produced  the  act  in  favor  of  the  new  State, 
it  was  the  mere  exercise  of  discretionary  power; 
and,  though  we  cannot  disfranchise  Louistaoa,  since 
her  admission  was  a  compact  mutually  binding, 
yet  we  are  at  liber^  to  interpret  the  treaty  for  our- 
selvo,  and  if  we  nnd  that  it  does  not  require  the 
making  of  States  in  the  ceded  povinoe,  we  may 
refuse  to  admit  any  more,  witnout  resorting  to 
a  denial  of  our  power  to  admit  by  the  Constitu- 
tion. 

I  have  already  adverted  to  the  unanimous  con- 
currence of  the  friends  and  enemies  of  the  treaty, 
as  far  as  my  information  extends^  that  the  article 
in  question  contained  no  stipulation  ever  to  form 
the  territory  into  States ;  and  the  phrase  to  admit 
«  as  soon  as  possible,  according  to  the  principles  of 
the  Federal  Constitution,"  teyond  all  question 
was  introduced  with  a  guarded  circumspection, 
and  with  a  view  to  the  Constitutional  rijgfht  of 
Congress  to  admit  or  refuse,  according  to  its  dis- 
cretion. Hence,  it  results,  that  the  treaty  was 
obligatory  on  Coi^ress  and  the  nation ;  that  the 
acts  of  uonsress  in  rdation  to  it,  could  not  in- 
crease the  cSligation,  and  that  the  admission  of 
Louisiana  wa.^  an  independent  act.  not  a  treaty 
stipulation,  and,  consequently,  is  to  oe  regarded  as 
a  precedent  merely,  when  considered  witn  respect 
to  the  application  of  Missouri  for  a  similar  act  in 
her  behalf.  To  concede  that  the  Bxeoutive  and 
Senate  can  maks  a  treaty,  which  shall  devolve  on 
Congress  a  moval  obligation  to  adlkiit  new  States 
into  this  Confederacy,  would  suppose  the  treaty- 
making  power  might  extend  to  annexing  to  this 
Union  kU  the  Southern  Continent,  firom  Mexico 
to  Buenos  Ayres  and  Chili:  it  would  leave  no 
check  in  Congress  to  ambition  or  imbecility  of-^e 
co-ordinate  branches  of  the  Government:  and 
though  the  power  of  making  treaties  is  in  general 
terms,  and  is  open  to  the  same  great  checks  which  * 
constitute  the  safety  of  a  free  government,  yet  it 
can  never  be  maintained,  for  a  moment,  that  it 
can  annex  foreign  territories  without  a  limit,  com- 
posed of  heterogeneous  and  discordant  masses  of 
population. 

A  single  treaty,  formed  by  an  aspiring  President, 
and  soon,  within  our  own  recoUection,  have  ap- 
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proached  Yery  near  that  hiffh  distiaclion,  might 
soon  reduce  our  original  repuoHc  to  insignificance, 
and  the  principles  of  our  free  Constitution  to  an 
empty  nan^e.  However  we  may  confide  in  the 
▼irtue  of  future  Senates,  we  ought  not  to  forget 
the  potency  of  intrigue  and  corruption,  alway^ 
within  reach  of  an  unprincipled  man  in  possession^ 
of  executi  ve  power.  In  other  coun  tries  tne  remedy 
of  intolerable  evils  involves  a  civil  war,  and  either 
a  dissolution  of  the  government  or  an  a^eravation 
of  the  enormity.  In  our  well  balanced  svstem, 
the  errors  of  weakness,  and  treachery  of  amoition, 
are  quickly  discerned  amid  the  cloud  of  mock- 
patriotism  and  intrigue  in  which  they  are  shroud- 
ed ;  the  public  indignation  dispels  the  disguise  and 
confounds  the  betrayers  of  the  national  interests. 
Notwithstanding  the  remote  possibility  of  treach- 
ery in  the  power  of  making  treaties,  the  admission 
of  States  into  the  Union  b«ing  distinctly  intrusted 
to  Congress,  it  is  evident  that  no  treaty  can  be 
made  in  derogation  of  that  power.  And^  even  if 
such  a  treaty  were  ratified,  the  Congress  would 
not  merely  have  power,  but  would  he  bound  on 
its  responsibilit)r  to  the  nation,  to  <^droit  no  new 
States,  but  in  circumstances  compatible  with  the 
interests  of  the  existing  States.  The  discretion 
must  be  distinctly  exercised  in  each  particular 
case,  and  the  admission  of  a  new  State  by  one 
Congress  can  never  involve  an  obligation  upon  a 
subsequent  Congress  to  admit  any  other  State, 
though  its  force  afs  a  precedent  may  be  allowed  as 
far  as  the  cases  are  parallel. 

We  are  now  brought  to  consider  the  actual  state 
of  things,  under  which  the  application  of  Mis- 
souri is  presented.  Her  population  is  probably 
sufficient,  and  the  boundary  she  asks,  though  not 
perfectly  satii»factory,  is  not  strongly  objected  to. 
But  we  are  informed  that  she  has  a  considerable 
number  of  slaves  already,  and,  from  various  indi- 
cations of  public  sentinaeut  there,  it  is  evident  that 
the  existence  and  indefinite  extension  of  that  hap- 
less and  pernicious  condition  of  the  human  species 
will  be  made  a  feature  of  their  civil  code.  While 
Congress  retained  its  legislative  control  over  the 
territory,  the  subject  of  slavery  escaped  attention; 
and  the  present  slaveholders  contend,  with  some 
reason,  that  they  ou^ht  not  to  be  divested  of  a 

{property  in  their  slaves,  which  they  acquired  b^  at 
east  the  tacit  assent  of  the  legislative  authority.- 
Their  condition,  in  this  respect,  seems  nearly  anal- 
ogous to  that  of  slave  owners  in  the  original  States 
at  the  time  of  the  Revolution,  and  perhaps  also  at 
the  time  of  forming  the  present  Constitution.  The 
fault  in  the  latter  case  is  thrown  on  Great  Britain 
alone,  and  we  have  bevnso  complaisant  and  chari- 
table in  this  debate  as  to  admit  the  plea.  Great 
Britain  was  undoubtedly  wrong  in  protecting  the 
abominable  traffic  ;  but  I  must  remind  the  worthy 
gentlemen  who  would  so  easily  shake  off  the  odious 
imputation,  that  this,  like  all  traffic,  supposes  pur- 
chasers, a  market,  and  mercantile  profits,  as  well 
as  venders.  If  the  virtuous  inhabitants  of  the  slave- 
holding  States  had  refused  to  receive  and  pay  ^od 
prices  for  the  miserable  victims,  Great  Britain 
would  never  have  compelled  them.  The  attempts 
of  the  Virginia  provincial  assembly  to  obtain  an 


interdiction  of  the  slave  trade,  were,  however, 
highly  honorable  to  them  |  and  I  shall  not  stop 
here  to  lament  so  great  a  departure  from  the  same 
humane  system  as  is  at  present  exhibited. 

It  may  not  be  reasonable,  therefore,  to  require  of 
Missouri  the  abolition  of  her  existing  slaverjr.  The 
same  forbearance  ought  to  be  exercised  with  re- 
spect to  it,  as  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
indulges  to  that  of  the  original  States.  It  was 
left  to  the  prudence  and  humanity  of  the  States 
themselves  to  continue  or  to  abolisn  it  by  degrees, 
and  by  means  most  conformable  to  their  views  of 
public  good  and  private  virtue.  The  latter,  it  was 
expected,  would  do  much  in  preparing  the  victims 
of  servitude  for  a  capacity  of  enjoying  a  better 
condition,  and  would  receive  all  proper  counte- 
nance from  the  enlightened  measures  of  legislative 
bodies.  Such,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say,  was  the 
prevalent  sentiment  of  the  non-slaveholding  States, 
and  such  their  confidence  in  the  magnanimous 
principles  of  the  champions  of  freedom  in  the 
South,  who  had  so  lately  been  associated  with 
themselves  in  vindicating  the  rights  of  mankind. 
The  restriction  propos^  secures  the  owners  of 
slaves  ia  Missouri  against  any  encroachment  upon 
the  riffhts  they  possess.  I  would  even  go  furtner, 
thoush  with  ^eat  reluctance^  and  consent  to  an  ' 
article  in  U;e  Constitution  which  should  guaranty  ' 
them  against  any  act  of  their  own  Legislature  ' 
tending  to  a  similar  encroachment. 

Can  Missouri,  or  those  who  support  her  appli- 
cation, complain  of  such  a  reasonable  condition  ? 
If  she  does,  let  her  explain  her  objections.    Will 
she  allege  that  her  interests  are  sacrified  ?    It  is 
clearly  the  interest  of  Missouri  to  encourage  an 
active  and  industrious  population.    The  labor  of 
freemen  will  produce  aouble  the  labor  of  slaves. 
Instead  of  extensive  plantations,  each  inhabitc-d 
by  a  single  proprietor,  together  with  an  overseer 
and  their  families,  in  the  midst  of  a  horde  of  i£^- 
norant,  degraded, and  i^iserable  slaves,  the  eye  wul 
be  gratifira  with  farms  of  modemte  extent,  and 
the  families  of  an  intelligent^  industrious,  and  pa- 
triotic yeomanry.    If  she  aspires  at  political  pow^er 
and  relative  influence  in  the  national  councils,  let 
her  banish  slavery  from  her  borders,  and  all  her 
myriads  of  people,  and  not  three^fiiihs  only    of 
the  scattered  clans  of  domestic  despotism,   will 
send  their  Representatives  to  this  Hall.    If  she 
would  be  strong  in  war,  let  her  invite  only  free- 
men, who  will  defend  their  property,  their  families, 
and  their  freedom :  not  slaves,  who  can  only  seek 
their  own  happiness  by  withering  the  arm  that 
holds  them  in  bondage.    But  she  lilleges  that  inre 
invade  her  right — her  sovereign  right — to  hold 
slaves,  or  not  to  hold  them,  at  her  pleasure.    I  ha  ve 
^already  shown,  that  it  is  no  legitmiate  exercise  or 
jsovereign  power,  to  make  a  portion  of  our  species^ 
bondmen.    Instead  of  a  ri^t,  it  is-  the  grossest 
abuse  of  right  that  was  ever  tolerated  by  a  civil- 
ized  country. 

If  Missouri  would  exercise  her  power  by  extend- 
ing over  her  extensive  border  the  noisome  pesti- 
lence, which  already  has  poisoned  the'  atmosplieT^ 
of  half  this  goodly  land,  sne  has  little  claim  to  tlic 
intelligence  and  moral  cnaracteristics  which  shouU 
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entitle  her  to  become  a  member  of  the  Union.  If 
she  would  not  so  abuse  her  power,  she  can  hare 
no  reasonable  "wisb  to  enjoy  an  empty  prerogative 
never  to  be  exerted.  Not  only  the  moral  wrong, 
but  the  phjrsical  evil,  and  blasting  curse  of  slavery, 
as  now  experienced  in  the  slaveholding  States, 
where  it  exists  in  its  mildest  form,  are  painted  in 
lively  raiors  bj  the  gentlemen  themselves ;  who 
cannot  be  induced  to  suppress  the  melancholy  fact, 
thoogh  it  presmts  an  irresistible  argument  against 
adding  Missouri  to  the  miserable  victims  of  an  in* 
&taated  policy.  And  is.it  to  this  Moloch  that 
Missouri  insists  on  her  right  to  become  a  voluntary 
sacrifice  \    The  right  to  desolate  her  fidds^  and 

E3ison  the  fountains  of  prosperity ;  to  commit  po- 
tical  suicide!  Surelj  the  pride,  the  phrensy, 
must  be  incurable,  which  can  persist  in  grasping 
such  a  destmctive  power.  Let  us  resist  its  mo- 
mentary violence,  reason,  prudence,  and  virtucu 
most  soon  predominate.  The  power  to  do  gooa 
may  wdl  be  covetcnl  by  mortals— -to  do  evil  never. 
\t  may  be  tiroper  here  to  advert  to  another  argu- 
ment of  the  ^ntlefloan  from  South  Cairolina.  We 
have  loD^  ance  divested  Congress,  he  says,  of  its 
right  to  interpose  on  this  subject  in  Missouri,  by 
bestowing  on  her  a  territorial  legblature^  comp^^ 
tent  to  au  municipal  regulations,  and  this  power 
cannot,  dierefoie,  oe  resumed  by  the  National  Le- 
gislature. Let  me  ask  that  gentleman,  how  the 
"compromise,"  which  was  first  suggested  by  him- 
self to  a  conunittee,  of  which  we  were  both  mem- 
bers, in  the  early  part  of  the  present  session,  could 
have  been  executed  by  Congress,  in  his  present 
view  of  the  legi^tive  power  of  the  territories,  is 
correct  ?  That  compromise  proposed  to  exclude 
slavery  from  all  that  portioaoi  the  Arkansas  Ter- 
ritory north  of  a  certain  latitude.  We  have  abready 
mresKsd.  Arkansas  with  a  temporary  legislature^ 
and,  upon  his  present  principle^  have  no  longer 
any  control  in  tnis  or  anv  of  her  internal  concerns, 
(Mr.  LowMOES  explained— The  lines  proposed  by 
him  would  comprehend  none  of  the  settlements  of 
our  citizens;  he  consider^  such  settlements  as 
having  rested  rights  beyond  our  control,  but  that 
Congress  might  exercise  the  right  of  excluding 
slavery  'where  no  such  settlements  existed.]  When 
the  suggestion  was  made  in  the  committee,  Mr. 
Chairman,  I  do  not  remember  to  have  heard  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  tdte  this  distinction.  Certainly 
it  is  an  important  one ;  it  leaves  the  ^ect  of  the 
exelndinff  principle  to  be  exerted  only  on  a  wilder- 
ness— ^it  leaves  the  compromise  a  shadow.  I  had 
really  supposed  before,  that  something  must  be 
conceded  on  both  sides,  to  make  the  transaction  a 
compromise :  where  all  b  yielded  by  one  party  and 
nothing  by  the  other,  by  whatever  name  it  may  be 
caiied.  It  is  no  compromise,  but  submission.  The 
honorable  gentleman  is  not  in  fault;  he  concedes 
OS  all  wrhicti  his  principle  will  allow — ^the  privilege 
of  an  empty  name.     Vq%  et^pratena  nihU^ 

1  naust,  nowever,  call  in  question  the  doctrine, 
that  Congress  has  parted  with  all  legislative  con- 
trol of  the  territories,  by  the  mere  oiganization  of 
a  territorial  government  The  acts  of  Congress 
are,    in    their  very  terms,  mcarely  ^temporary." 


emment  of  Missouri ;  by  the  1st  section  it  is  enacted, 
*'  that  the  temporary  government,"  dbc.  -  This  is 
in  the  exact  words  of  the  acts  in  relation  fo  the 
other  territories.  These  acts  are  frequentlv  revised 
or  modified,  as  appears  by  the  statute.  The  terri- 
tory itself  is  divided,  subdivided,  and  newly  organ- 
ized, at  the  pleasure  of  Congress.  Nothing  less 
than  the  power  of  entire  revocation  of  the  original 
act  would  warrant  these  various  subsequent  modi- 
fications. The  right  in  Congress  to  prohibit  slavery 
must,  therefore,  remain  in  that  body,  and  may  be 
exercised  over  the  territories  notwithstanding  the 
existence  of  the  temporary  governments. 

But  it  is  not  to  be  conceded,  that  the  stem  and 
resolute  hostility  to  the  restriction  of  slavery  is  not 
confined  to  Missouri  alone — ^it  did  not  even  origi- 
nate there.  Her  interest  and  true  policy  demand 
the  salutary  measure ;  her  pride  alone  could  never 
have  kindled  such  a  flame  of  opposition.  The 
jealousy  of  the  Western  States  is  alarmed ;  they 
are  warned  to  renst  the  encroachments  of  the  Mia- 
die  and  Eastern  States,  who  envy  their  growing 
importance  and  political  influence.  Th^,  too, 
are  the  sugsestions  of  men  who  are  loudly  depre- 
catinff  locu  prejudices.  Let  not  the  West  listen 
readily  to  the  msidious  charge.  It  is  without  foun- 
dation. There  is  no  collision  of  interests  between 
the  various  sections  of  the  Union.  They  are  in 
perfect  harmony.  The  rapid  increase  of  Western 
population,  formed,  as  it  is,  of  emigrants  from  the 
shores  of  the  Atlantic,  and  their  descendants,  is 
beheld  with  pride  by  their  kindred  and  brethren  in 
the  elder  States.  Their  welfare  is  our  welfare — 
their  strength  our  strength — and  their  principles, 
except  in  the  partial  admission  of  slavery,  are  our 
principles.  We  may  defy  theministers  or  disunion 
to  name  a  single  point  or  contac^  where  the  inters 
ests,  prosperity,  and  happiness,  ot  the  middle  and 
eastern  sections  are  not  in  perfect  harmony  with 
the  western.  What  better  evidence  can  be  given 
by  the  non-slaveholding  States  of  their  disinterested 
regard  to  Missouri,  than  the  efforts  now  made  by 
them  to  banish  forever  from  her  system  the  canker 
which  has  corroded  and  enfeebled  our  less  fortu- 
nate neighbors  in  the  South?  If  we  were  un^ 
friendly  or  jealous  of  the  new  States,  a  different 
course  might  be  pursued.  No,  sir,  to  confer  bene- 
fits is  not  the  dictate  of  hatred.  Malignity,  alone, 
can  distort  deeds  of  kindness  into  tokens  of  envy. 
A  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Holmes) 
has  thought  proper  to  ascribe  the  effort  now  made 
against  the  extension  of  slavery  to  the  same  prin- 
ciples which  produced  the  Hartford  Convention. 
But  can  it  be  believed  that  those  principles,  which, 
even  in  the  darkest  hours  of  adversi^T)  had  but  a 
momentary  influence,  are  now  completely  trium- 

Shant,  not  only  in  New  England,  but  m  the  mighty 
(tatiJB  of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania ;  that  they 
haire  crossed  the  Alleghany  Mountains,  and  em- 
brace in  their  vortex  all  the  States  north  of  the 
river  Ohio  ?  This  extravagant  suggestion  is  un- 
worthy of  a  moment's  attention.  The  same  gen- 
tleman takes  exception  to  an  expression  in  the  aUe 
meoiorial  of  the  citizens  of  Boston  and  the  vicinity, 
that  Congress  may  require  such  conditions  of  the 
Take,  for  example,  the  act  providing  for  tbe  gov- 1  new  States  <<  as  its  wiadom,  its  justice,  or  its  policy^ 
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difficult  to  reconcile  extensive  emancipation  with 
the  safety  of  the  free  population.  The  freedmen 
and  their  descendants,  possessing  personal  liberty, 
and  protected  against  oppression,  but  not  necessa*- 
rily  participating  in  political  power,  would  remain 
the  industrious  and  happy  laborers  in  the  fields, 
not  of  their  masters,  but  their  protectors.  Secured 
in  the  fruits  of  their  industry,  they  would  be  provi- 
dent and  frugal ;  the  product  of  their  labor  Would 
be  immensely  greater  than  in  a  state  of  slatery, 
and  the  proprietors  of  the  soil,  their  former  mas- 
ters, would  derive  greater  profit  from  their  earn- 
infi[s,  with  far  less  care  and  responsibility. 

To  those  who  treat  these  suggessions  as  chi- 
merical, the  experience  of  other  times  and  other 
nations  ought  to  afibrd  an  impressive  lesson.  The 
vassals  and  serfs  of  feudal  times  were  in  a  condi- 
tion as  degraded  and  dependent  as  the  slaves  of 
Virginia  and  the  Carolinas.  The  boors  of  the 
Russian  and  the  Polish  nobility  and  great  land- 
holders, are  attached  to  the  soil  and  transferable 
with  it.  In  France,  before  the  Revolution,  the 
laboring  classes,  though  not  nominally  slaves, 
were  so  in  reality,  and  much  more  wretched  than 
those  in  our  country.  Even  in  England,  the 
country  which  has  so  frequently  reproached  us  for 
the  continuance  of  a  system  inconsistent  with  our 
principles,  the  laborers  in  their  manufacturing 
towns  are  far  more  miserable  than  the  slaves  of 
humane  masters.  The  latter  are  sure  of  comforta- 
ble sustenance,  and  are  cherished  in  sickness  and 
old  a^;  while  arbitrary  regulation  of  wages,  the 
liability  to  be  turned  from  employment,  the  pteti- 
lence  of  a  crowded  population,  the  squalid  and 
loathsome  condition  of  their  dwellings,  and  the 
horrors  of  the  poor-house,  all  contribute  to  make 
the  condition  ot  English  laborers  in  manufactur- 
ing towns  incomparably  worse  than  the  slaves  of 
our  Southern  •  States.  The  wretched  beings  to 
whom  I  have  alluded  not  only  wear  the  human 
form,  but  the  same  color  with  the  higher  classes. 
Yet  who  would  have  the  courage  to  proclaim,  in 
those  countries,  the  necessity  or  even  the  po^i- 
bility  of  meliorating  the  condition  of  the  inferior 
orders?  Whoever  should  attempt  such  an  enter- 
prise, would  be  treated  as  a  preacher  of  sedition, 
or  a  madman.  But,  can  any  one  doubt  that  the 
French  Revolution  might  have  been  arrested,  had 
the  nobility  and  clergy,  who  engrossed  all  the 
property  of  the  nation,  relaxed  their  oppression 
only  so  far  as  to  have  participated  the  public  bur-, 
dens  ?  They  were  deaf  to  the  warning  voice  of 
history,  and  the  terrible  explosion  of  the  Revolu- 
tion prostrated  their  privileges  and  ended  their 
oppression.  In  Russia,  Poland,  and  Germany, 
symptoms  have  appeared  of  a  disposition  in  the 
sovereign  and  in  the  privileged  classes,  to  relax  the 
rigor  01  their  yoke,  and  impart  to  their  slaves  some 
portion  of  the  rights  of  humanity,  and  the  fruits  of 
their  labor.  Possibly,  in  those  nations^  a  grain  of 
seasonable  wisdom  may 'rescue  them  from  the  fate 
of  inexorable  oppressors.  It  remains  to  be  seen, 
whether  there  is  wisdom  and  virtue  enough  in 
England  to  reform  abuses,  to  relieve  the  starving 
and  improvident  victims  of  their  manufacturing 
system,  before  the  accumulation  of  vice,  of  sufifer- 


ing,  and  of  oppression,  shall  thicken  to  a.  tempest, 
and  prostrate  tne  monuments  of  learning,  of  power, 
and  of  glory, -for  so  many  ages  the  hoisX  of  that 
mighty  empire. 

To  the  wisdom  and  virtue  of  the  slaveholding 
States  it  must  be  submitted,  whether  they  will  per- 
sist in  riveting  the  fetters  of  their  slaves,  and  shut- 
ting every^  avenue  of  emancipation,  or  wnether  tbey 
will  devise  a  great  systeta,  whicn  shall  improve 
their  condition,  and,  in  due  time,  extirpate  every 
vestige  of  that  curse  and  reproach  of  our  country. 
The  difierence  of  color  can  be  no  obstacle  to  the 
enlightened  plan ;  it  must  be  a  perpetual  barrier, 
ind^,  against  a  commixture  o!  bfood,  and  will, 
therefore,  leave  to  the  master  superior  respect,  the 
right  of  protection,  and  the  volontaiy  services  and 
labor  of  a  grateiul  and  happy  race.  Such  a  course, 
once  fully  adopted  by  the  Southern  States,  would 
increase  their  population  and  wealth,  as  the  pro- 
duel!  of  labor  would  increase.  Instead  of  angry 
collisions  with  their  sister  States,  mutual  esteem 
and  increasing  confidence  would  be  the  happy  re- 
sult of  this  magnanimous  measure.  Such  a  just 
and  enliffhtened  course  of  policy,  so  new  in  the 
annals  of  nations,  must  attract  the  admiration  of 
mankind)  and  the  gratitude  of  future  ages. 

Our  opponents  in  this  debate  have  frequentlv 
indulged  m  pointed  sarcasms  and  severe  renroacn 
on  the  supposed  arguments  in  favor  of  excluding 
slavery,  which  are  founded  on  religion  and  mo- 
rality. While  they  have  thought  proper  to  impute 
all  such  argunients  to  rank  hypoisrisy,  they  nave 
not  failed  to  exert  all  their  ingenuity  to  prove  that 
the  extension,  or,  as  they  choose  to  say,  the  diffn- 
sioh  of  slavery,  will  diminish  the  evil ;  ^nd  that, 
consequently,  such  diffusion  is  consistent  with  mo- 
ralitv.  Many  have  gone  farther,  and  haYe  assert- 
ed tnat  slavery  is  'encouraged  in  the  Old  Testa- 
ment, and  not  forbidden  in  the  New ;  from  which 
they  infer,  that  it  is  not  offensive  in  the  eye  of 
Heaven. 

It  is  sufficient  for  me,  sir,  to  reply,  that  slavery 
is  oppressive  and  unjust,  an  ^  intolerable  evil 
and  a  curse :"  it  cannot,  therefore)  but  be  the  deep- 
est shade  of  immorality.  Nor  can  the  christian 
system  be  reproached  with  giving  any  cofuntenance 
to  such  an  enormitv.  The  Founder  of  our  Reli- 
gion announced  to  nis  disciples  that  "  his  kingdom 
was  not  of  this  world ;"  he  intermeddled  not  with 
^  thrones  and  dominions,''  or  with  the  civil  insti- 
tutions of  mankind.  To  these,  indeed,  he  incul- 
cated obedience  and  submission.  In  vain  should 
we  look  in  Scripture  for  any  authority  to  resist  the 
encroachments  of  despotism ;  even  our  Revolution 
would  have  found  no  precept  there  to  break  the 
British  yoke  and  establish  our  liberties.  One  sub- 
lime maxim,  however,  comprehends  all  virtue  and 
all  duty  to  mankind :  ^  Do  to  others  as  you  Tvould 
that  they  should  do  to  you."  Let  this  be  univer- 
sally obeyed,  and  all  tyranny  will  cease,  and  re- 
sistance be  unnecessary.  Let  this  prevail,  and  the 
yoke  of  slavery  and  the  rod  of  oppression  will  be 
broken  forever.  I  should' not  have  answered  such 
observations,  nor  attempt  to  throw  neproach  and 
ridicule  on  our  principles,  but  to  exhibit  the  har- 
mony which  may  be  found  in  religion  and  Tirtue, 
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with  the  just  interpretation  and  practical  effect  of 
our  happy  Constitution. 

In  expcessing  my  views  on  this  momentous  sub> 
ject,  1  have  not  pursued  the  i>dth  of  feeling.  The 
hannoDjr  of  our  national  Union  has  been  my  pole 
star.  General  freedom,  the  equal  and  inalien- 
ahle  rij^bts  of  mankind,  are  the  pure  spirit  of  our 
repoUican  system.  To  resist  encroachment,  to 
guard  with  Ti^lance  the  bulwarks  of  our  Consti- 
tutioo,  is  the  duty  of  every  citizen.  By  the  faith- 
ful performance  of  this  great  duty,  we  may  justly 
ho^  the  permanence  of  our  liberties,  and  the  ma- 
turity of  our  glory. 

Mr.  Baldwin,  of  Pennsylvania,  next  addressed 
the  Committee,  and  spoke  also  about  two  hours 
against  the  constitationai  right  of  Congress  to  im- 
pose the  restriction ;  and,  incidentally,  in  favor  of 
the  right  of  Coneress  to  restrict  slavery  in  the 
Territories  of  the  United  States. 

The  Committee  then  rose. 


Friday,  February  25. 

The  Spbaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  report  from 
the  Engineer  Department,  contaming  the  rules 
and  regulations  for  the  government  of  the  Mili- 
tary Academy  at  West  Point,  and  a  list  of  cadets 
which  were  attached  to  the  said  academy  on  the 
1st  of  January,  1815,  and  of  such  as  have  been 
appointed  between  that  dw  and  the  30th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1819,  with  the  States  and  Territories 
whence  they  came,  dbc.,  containing  all  the  infor- 
mation required  by,  and  rendered  m  obedience  to, 
the  resolution  of  the  26tk  of  February,  1819 ;  which 
letter  and  report  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Afiain>. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  ^An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
legal  representatives  of  John  O'Conner,  deceased," 
reported  the  same  without  amendment,  and  the 
bill  was  ordefed  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

LANXX-BOUNTY  CERTIFICATES* 

Mr.  Cook  submitted  the  following  resolution : 

boohed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lsnds 
be  liMirtteicd  to  ioqnire  into  the  expediency  of  enabling 
thoM  soUiers  of  the  late  wsr,  who  are  entitled  to  a 
land  boQDty,  and  have  not  received  the  tame,  to  ob- 
tain eertifieates  in  lieu  thereof,  for  such  sam  as  may 
be  decaed  leaaonaMe,  making  such  certificate  receiTa- 
ble  only  id  payment  for  public  lands  offsred  for  sale  by 
the  United  Slates. 

Mr.  C.  aid,  in  offering  the  resolution  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House,  he  must  confess  that  the 
interest  which  he  felt  in  the  measure  was  too 
strong  to  allow  it  to  meet  its  fate,  without  offering 
some  reasons  in  its  favor.  To  those  who  have  in- 
Quired  at  ail  into  this  subject,  said  he,  it  will  be 
found  that  there  are  between  seven  and  eight  thou- 
sand soldien  who  have  not  received  their  land- 
bounty;  and,  according  to  the  present  mode  of 
paying  them,  it  will  consume  about  one  million 
one  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land.  If  any 
measure  can  be  adopted  which  will  render  this 


bounty  more  valuable  to  the  soldiers  who  have 
fought  your  battles,  conquered  your  enemies,  and 
given  lustre  to  your  national  character,  without 
imury  to  the  public  interest,  I  think  it  is  worthy 
of  the  consideration  of  the  Government^  and  de- 
serves to  be  adopted.  In  offering  this  Ixwnty  to 
the  soldiers  of  your  army,  I  conceive  it  was  to  in- 
duce the  soldier  to  enlist  under  your  banners ;  and 
after  performinff  his  duty,  to  have  a  home,  a  rest- 
ing place  for  himself  and  his  family.  But.  sir, 
from  the  manner  in  which  this  bounty  has  oeen 
given,  it  must  be  manifest  to  all  who  know  any 
thin^  about  it,  that  it  has  fallen  short  of  that  ob- 
ject in  a  most  unfortunate  extent.  Owing  to  the 
remoteness  of  these  lands  from  the  settled  parts  of 
the  country,  and  the  consequent  absence  of  the 
conveniences  of  societv  and  neighborhood,  the 
soldiers  have  been  unable  to  improve  their  lands, 
and,  from  their  general  poverty,  have  been  com- 
pelled to  sell  them  to  the  s|)eculators  to  obtain  the 
means  of  supplying  their  immediate  wants,  and 
this  too  at  so  reduced  a  price  as  to  be  of  but  little 
service.  Indeed,  sir.  the  management  of  the  spec- 
ulators has  been  suci&  as  to  keep  down  the  price  of 
those  lands  to  the  lowest  possible  amount,  and 
they  will  continue  so  to  do,  at  least  until  the  poor, 
bnt  meritorious  soldiers,  have  been  rifled  of  their 
property---until  it  shall  all  be  in  their  hands. 

My  object,  then,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  to  allow  those 
soldiers  who,  from  the  tardiness  of  the  Government, 
have  not  received  their  hounty,  who  may  choose 
to  do  so,  to  obtain  in  lieu  of  such  bounty  a  certifi- 
cate for  such  amount  as  Congress  may  think  just, 
and  make  such  certificates  recoverable  only  in 
payment  for  public  lands.  Sir,  I  believe,  it  the 
Government  would  give  to  the  soldier  his  choice, 
either  to  take  his  bounty  where  the  Government 
may  choose  to  assign  i|  to  him,  or  to  take  a  certifi- 
cate which  would  enable  him  to  enter  eighty  acres 
(the  one  half  of  his  present  boimty)  within  the 
imits  of  the  settlements,  after  the  sales  are  over-— 
for  I  would  be  unwilling  to  give  them  a  right  of 
pre-emption  for  that  quantity — ^that  some  thousands 
of  them,  who  are  now  without  homes,  living  in 
wretchedness,  would  gladly  receive  such  certificates, 
and  secure  themselves  in  comfortable  homes.  And 
in  this  way  there  would  be  a  mutual  saving,  both 
to  the  Grovemment  and  the  soldier.  The  wvern- 
ment  would*  save  -one  half  of  the  Land,  and  yet 
give  to  the  soldier  more  value  to  him  than  the 
value  of  the  present  bounty.  In  doing  this,  Mr. 
Speaker,  the  soldier,  who  is  living  now  both  in 
vice  and  {poverty,  would  find  an  asylum  where 
comfort  would  smile  around  him,  and  where  his 
vicious  habits,  contracted  in  the  camp,  would  he 
corrected  by  the  influence  of  those  around  him, 
who  have  fostered  the  virtues  of  civilized  life.  It 
would  also,  Mr.  Speaker,  prevent  an  extension  of 
that  principle  which  has  converted  so  much  of  the 
State  of  Illinois  at  least  into  a  temporary  wilder- 
ness ;  that  ddichtful  bodjr  of  land  lying  between 
the  Illinois  and  Mississippi  rivers,  embracing  more 
than  ^re  million  of  acres,  has  to  such  an  ^ent 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  speculators;  who  have 
boufffat  it  for  a  mere  trifle,  that  it  will  be  unin-^ 
habited  for  many  years— a  section,  above  all  others. 
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which  it  is  desirable  to  have  settled.  The  bounty 
of  the  Government,  owing  to  the  manner  of  con- 
ferring it,  has  thus  done  but  little  sood  to  the 
soldier,  and  established  a  nttisance  in  that  flourish- 
ing State. 

^Sir,  1  have  seen  the  poor  soldier  who  has  come 
from  the  almost  extreme  east  of  our  country  to 
lUinpis,  who  has  heard  a  fine  and  just  description 
of  that  State,  with  joy  in  his  countenance,  to  see, 
his  land,  that  land  which  was  rendered  dear  to 
him,  b^ause  he  had  fought  and  conquered  the 
enemies  of  your  country  to  obtain  it.  But  when 
he  learned  that  it  was  so  remote  from  neighbor^ 
and  from  those  indispensable  advantages  of  socie^- 
his  joy  was  turned  into  mortification,  and  he  was 
driven  to  the  shop  of  the  speculator,  to  procure,  in 
exchange  for  it,  such  bounty  as  their  generosity 
might  advance. 

f  do  think,  Mr.  Speaker,  that. the  melioration  of 
the  condition  of  sucn  a  number  of  those  deserving; 
men,  is  worthy  of  consideration ;  and  more  especial- 
ly when  it  can  be  done  without  detriment  to  the 
nation.  Sir,  if  you  should  wish  hereafter  to  call 
upon  the  natridtism  of  the  people  to  fight  your 
battles,  will  not  the  effect  of  this  measure  tend  to 
invite  them  to  your  standard?  They  will  look 
back  with  confidence,  and  feel  safe  m  obtaining 
the  just  reward  of  their  country. 
.  I  do  hope,  Mr.  Speaker,  that,  notwithstanding 
the  great  mass  of  business  before  us,  this  subject 
will  receive  its  merited  consideration^ 

The  question  was  then  put  whether  the  House 
would  now  consider  the  resolution,  and  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  negative.  , 

TQE  MI890URI  BILL. 

The  Speaker  having  announced  the  orders  of 
the  day — 

Mr.  Hill,  of  Massachusetts,  rose,  and  said  he 
did  not  now  wish  to  consume  the  time  of  the  House 
upon  a  subject^  the  progress  of  which  seemed  to 
be  stamped  with  all  the  marks  of  eternity.  But 
he  rose  merely  to  move  that  the  Cojamittee  of  the 
Whole  be  discharged  from  any  further  considera- 
tion of  the  Missouri  bill. 

.Mr.  Lowndes  said,  that  if  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  insisted  on  this  motion  being  put, 
he  would  cheerfully  vote  in  favor  it ;  yet,  it  he 
would  consent  to  withdraw  his  motion  for  the  pre- 
sent, to  give  two  or  three  eentlemen  more  an  op- 
portunity te  speak  to-day,  ne  thought  it  might  be 
a  saying  of  time,  and  the  motion  could  be  renewed 
again,  if  necessary,  to-morrow  morainfi;,  which 
would  then,  he  thought,  receive  a  decidea  support. 

Mr.  HiLLac<]uiesc^  in  this  suggestion,and  with- 
drew his  motion. 

The  House  then  again  went  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Cobb  in  the  chair,  on  this  bill. 

Mr.  Ervin,  of  South  Carolina,  took  the  floor, 
and  spoke  at  considerable  length  against  the 
restriction. 

Mr.  Scott,  of  Missouri,  said,  it  had  been  erro- 
neously stated  that  Missouri  demanded  that  which 
she  ought  more  modestly  to  sue  for  as  a  matter  of 
specialgrace  and  favor.  In  the  remarks  which  he 
snould  now  have  the  honor  to  submit  09  the  sub- 


ject, be  did  not  wish  to  be  again^  misoaderstood  by 
the  honorable  gentleman  ixom  New  York,  (Mr. 
Taylor,)  or  any  other  quarter.    Mr.  S.  did  not 
sound  the  tocsin  of  alarm-^he  did  not  beat  up  for 
volunteers  in  rebellion  against  the  constituted  au- 
thorities of  his  country-— but  he  should  deerade, 
counteract,  and  even  misrepresent,  the  wishes  of 
the  people  of  Missouri,  was  he  to  press  their  claim 
for  admission  into  the  Union  by  obsequious  sap- 
plications  and  prayers,  suited  alone  to  the  taste  and 
palates  of  sycophants  or  of  tyrants.    Sir,  said  Mr. 
S.,  Missouri  aauts,  in  the  true  American  character 
of  moderation  and  firmness,  your  assistance  to 
organize  her  State  government!  as  prepaiatory  to 
her  admission  into  the  Union.  She  did  not  sink  her- 
self beneath  notice,  by  an  afiectation  of  inferiority, 
meekness,  dependence,  and  submission,  which  she 
did  not  feel,  nor  did  she,  by  any  rash  declarations, 
or  warlike  attitudes,  authorize  the  ungen^ous  in- 
sinuations that  there  was  in  that  people  a  moral 
unfitness  for  self-government    There  had  been  no 
exhibition  of  such  a  spirit  of  boisterous  domination 
as  ought  to  induce  you  to  shun  their  company,  or 
to  avoid  associating  with  them  as  a  member  ol*  the 
federal  family.    Missouri  presented  hentif  with 
the  Constitution  of  the  Uniled  States  in  one  lumd, 
and  the  treaty  of  cession  in  the  other,  and  asked 
admission  into  the  Union.    She  exhibited,  as  pre- 
liminaries, a  long  apprenticeship  under  the  guard- 
ianship of  your  laws  ;  a  moral  capacity  and  fitness 
in  the  people  for  self-government ;  a  devoted  at- 
tachment to  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  land ; 
a  firm  and  fixed  republican  character  ;  and  nunt- 
hers  sufllcient  to  entitle  her  to  two  Representatives. 
She  did  not  attempt  to  deceive  Congress  in  refer- 
ence to  her  territory,  or  the  number  of  her  inhab- 
itants ;  she  presented  an  actual  map  of  the  surveys 
of  the  country,  by  which  a  calculation  might  be 
made,  within  a  few  miles,  of  the  exact  extent  of 
her  boundaries ;  she  produced  documents  in  sof^rt 
of  her  population,  sufllcient  to  satisfy  the  most  con- 
scientions  and  scrupulous ;  she  was  not  driven  to  tke 
subterfuge  of  .counting  her  citizens  and  travelkrs 
in  every  county  through  which  they  might  pass,  to 
make  out  her  pret^isions  to  admission j  ana  then, 
to  take  off  the  odium  of  this  deception,  to  christen 
the  transaction  with  the  name  of  pious  iiaud,  be- 
cause the  great  object  in  view  was  to  jump  into 
the  Union,  and  obtain  the  blessed  privilege  of  dic- 
tating to  her  superiors  and  her  neighbors.    Mr.  8. 
[regretted  that  this  question  had  produced  so  much 
excitement ;  he,  however,  disclauned  the  responsi- 
bility of  ultimate  measures,  because  he  was  acting 
only  on  the  defensive,  and  was  not  one  of  the  pro- 
posers or  supporters  of  the  proJMsition  that  nad 
caused  it.    If  it  was  of  recent  date,  he  would  en- 
tertain some  hopes  of  its  short  duration.    But,  for 
more  than  one  year,  this  question  had  ag:itated 
many  sections  of  this  Government ;  it  had  mixed 
and  mingled  with  every  topic;  it  had  operated 
on,  and  even  controlled,  elections.    He  had  seen 
one  instance  of  its  powerful  influence  in  an  adjoin- 
ing State,  and  he  feared  similar  sacrifices  had  or 
would  be  made  in  other  quarters,  of  honorable  men, 
far  their  int^ity  and  attachment  to  the  principles 
of  the  Constitution. 
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Mr.  S.  said,  that  both  the  advocates  for,atod  those 
opposed  to,  this  restriction,  who  had  preceded  him, 
had  diFided  the  sabjeot  into  three  heads :  the  first 
resting  on  the  Cpostitutioa ;   the  second  on  the 
treaty  of  cession;  and  the  third  on  the  expediency 
of  the  measore.    There  were  other  grounds,  grow- 
ing oat  of  the  relations  of  the  United  States  and  the 
Territoryof  Missouri,  and  that  he  considered  as  not 
ooiir  coDoected  with,  but  condtusive  on,  the  subject, 
and  which  he  would  hereafter  examine :  he  WMdd, 
however,  first  advert  to  the  nature  of  this  proposi- 
tioQ,  which  gentlemen  had  contended  they  had  the 
rififht  to  make.  Some  had  dignified  it  with  the  name 
ot  treaty ;  some  with  the  name  of  compact,  while 
odters  had  contended  for  the  broader  ground,  that 
you  have  the  power  to  restrict  Missouri,  in  virtue 
of  your  sovereignty  over  the  territory.    On  all 
occasions,  it  was  of  the  first  importance  to  under- 
stand the  question,  but  more  particularly  so  where 
it  involved  the  principles  of  the  Constitution,  or 
the  rights  of  the  people.    It  was,  then,  either  mat> 
to- of  treaty  or  compact,  between  Congress  and 
Missouri,  or  it  was  an  ordinary  act  of  legislation. 
Mr.  S.  contended  that,  if  Congress  had  the  right 
\xi  impose  this  restriction,  as  an  ordinary  act  of 
legislation,  by  virtue  of  their  sovereignty  over  the 
territory,  that  then  they  could  not  support  the 
ground  that  it  was  either  a  treaty  or  a  compact 
with  MissourL    Vattel,  in  his  Law  of  Nations, 
p^e  192^  section  154,  laid  it  down  as  a  fixed  prin- 
ciple, ''  that  public  treaties  can  only  be  made  by 
superior  powers,  bv  sovereigns  who  contract  in  the 
name  oi  the  State.''    It  was  of  the  first  importance 
in  every  State,  that  it  should  be  well  understood 
where  the  power  of  making  treaties  resided.    It 
was  important  to  the  State  itself,  and  doubly  so  as 
related  to  foreign  Governments  with  whom  you 
are  to  treat.     Vattel,  page  193,  section  154,  said, 
"  it  is  from  the  fundamentad  laws  of  each  State, 
'  that  we  must  learn  where  resides  t^e  authority 
'  that  is  capable  of  contracting  with  validity  in  the 
'  name  of  the  State."    By  the  Constitution,  which 
is  the  Amdamental  law  of  the  United  States,  in 
article  second,  section  second,  the  power  to  make 
trteties  was  given  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States  and'  the  Senate,  and  that  disposition  of  this 
branch  of  the  supreme  power,  by  ine  people,  had 
the  unequivocal  efiect  of  divesting  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  this  power ;  not  only  the  House 
of  Representatives  was  deprived  of  the  exercise  of 
this  power,  hut  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  were 
they  of  one  accord,  had  not  the  power  to  propose 
or  make  a  treaty ;  and  the  case  in  favor  of  his  ar- 
gument was  infinitely  stronger,  when  it  was  con- 
sidered that  the  Senate,  who,  by  the  Constitution, 
was  a  component  part  of  the  treaty-making  power, 
was,  as  to  the  queistion  under  discussion,  actually 
opposed  to  its  success.  Had  the  Constitution  stopped 
bere,  it  would  have  heen  siifiEioient  for.  all  the  pur- 
poses of  the  ar^ment.    The  10th  section  of  the 
1st  article  had,  m  express  ter^is,  inhihited  a  State 
from  ^'  entering  into  any  treaty,  alliance,  or  con- 
federation."   Was  even  a  State  to  make  a  treaty, 
it  would,  upon  principles  that  are  recognised  m 
Vattel,  page  195,  section  161,  <'  be  void,  for  want 
of  sofilcieat  power  to  make  it."    And  yet  a,  State 


had  a  constitution  or  fundamental  law.  How 
would  the  argument  bear  gentlemen  out,  when  it 
was  applied  to  a  mere  territory  not  absolutely 
sovere^n  within  its  own  lines,  and  that  had  not 
any  constitution  or  fundamental  law?  If  Missouri 
had  the  right  to  treat  with  Congress,  it  must  be  in 
punuance  of  her  sovereignty ;  and  that  same  sov- 
ereignty would  give  her  the  equal  right  to  treat  with 
any  other  power,  ami  which,  if  she  was  to  attemiit 
to  do.  he  had  little  doubt  gentlemen  would  then,  if 
not  before,  deny  her  power  to  accomplish.  He 
thought  it  was  sufficiently  elucidated  that  both 
Houses  of  Congress,  much  less  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, had  not  the  power,  in  shape  of  atr^ty, 
that  a  State  had  not  the  power,  and  that  a  territory, 
possessing  even  less  sovereignty  than  a  State,  haa 
It  not    • 

Mr.  S.  said,  that  the  next  ground  gentlemen  had 
relied  on  was,  that  this  restriction  might  be  im- 
posed on  Missouri,  by  way  of  compact.  VoXtd^ 
page  192,  section  152,  laid  it  down  "  that  treaty 
and  comfkct  are  synonymous  terms,  where  perpe- 
tuity \&  the  object."  This  restriction  was'  to  be 
fixed,  unalterable,  etemal^no  change  df  tim<l, 
circumstances,  or  condition,  was  to  place  it  in  the 
power  of  the  people  of  Missouri  to  alter  this  fea- 
ture in  their  constitution.  He  defined  a  compact 
to  he  an  agreement,  or  contract  to  do,  or  not  to  do, 
a  particular  thing.  Again,  affi-eements  were  either 
voluntajry  or  involuntary;  if  involuntary  (as  this 
would  be  in  reference  to  the  people  of  Missouri) 
it  was  competent  for  the  party  to  avoid  it  as  early 
as  possible.  If  voluntary^  and  had  for  its  object 
that  which  the  parties  might  lawfully  do,  it  was 
binding — the  acquisition  of  power  by  Congress, 
by  way  of  compact  or  treaty,  beyond  what  the 
people  had  given  them,  was  not  a  lawful  object ; 
if  it  were,  Congress  might  progress  in  exacting 
from  States  a  surrender  of  powers  until  they  had 
accumulated  sufficient  strength  to  swallow  up  the 
whole.  And  was  any  one  State  disposed  to  make 
a  surrender  of  any  portion  of  its  powers  or  sover- 
eignty to  the  General  Government  ?^  He  doubted 
very  much  whether,  from  the  evil  tendency  and 
dangerous  example  it  would  furnish,  the  other 
States  would  stand  by  and  see  it  done.  .Mr.  8. 
would  put  the  question  to  gentlemen  whether  Con^ 
gress  could,  by  treaty,  compact,  or  law,  surrender 
any  of  the  powers  fiven  by  the*  Constitution  for 
the  benefit  of  the  whole  ?  Congress  were  but  the 
bankers  of  the  people,  to  the  amount  of  power 
deposited,  and  the  tund  could  only  be  distributed 
in  the  shape  of  laws,  when  the  necessities  of  their 
country,  or  the  good  of  the  people,  required.  The 
deposite  was  so  sacred  that  Cfongress  could  not 
agree  to  diminish  it  in  any  way  tlmt  should  coun* 
teraqt  the  purposes  for  wmch  it  was  given.  Coih 
gress  could  not  agree  to  relinquish  the  right  to  im- 
pose taxes  on  any  particular  State;  or  the  right  to 
regulate  commerce  in  reference  to  any  one,  or  ail 
the  States;  or  give  any  preference  to  the  ports  of 
one  State  over  tnose  of  any  other  State ;  or  to  give 
to  one  State  more  exemptions  or  a  greater  repre- 
sentation than  her  federal  condition  entitled  her 
to.  If  Congress  could  not  give  p<)wers  to  a  Sfate^ 
she  could  not  -take  privileges  away,    in  fact,  Con-^ 
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gress  could  not  relinquish  its  soTereignty  on  any 
of  the  objects  over  which  it  is  made  sovereign  by 
the  Constitution.  By  a  {Mirity  of  reasoning,  a 
State'  could  not  surrender  by  compact  any  portion 
of  the  sovereignty  retained  to  it  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, or  which  it  possessed  by  virtue  of  inherent 
rights ;  but  if  a  State  could  relinquish  any  portion 
or  its  sovereignty,  it  must  first  be  considered  inde- 
pendent to  enable  it  to  do  so,  and  not  be  in  a  con- 
dition of  territorial  dependence.  State  rights  are 
as  fully  secured  bj  the  Constitution  as  the  rights 
of  Congress,  or  01  the  General  Government;  the 
law  of  nations  and  of  nature  operated  alike  on  the 

general  and  State  governments.  Vattdj  in  pag^e 
.  section  18,  says,  that  "  a  State  or  nation  is 
obliged  to  preserve  itself,  and  has  a  right  to  every 
thing  necessary  for  its  preservation."  The  sover- 
eignty of  a  State  was  necessary  for  its  happiness 
and  preservation,  and  could  not  lawfully  be  dimin- 
ished by  any  compact.  By  Fo^,  page  10,  section 
31,  ^'the  consequences  of  a  good  or  bad  coiistitu- 
'  tion  being  of  such  importance,  and  the  nation 
^  being  strictly  obliged  .to  procure,  as  far  as  possible, 
'  the  best  and  most  convenient  one,  it  has  a  right  to 

*  every  thing  necessary  to  enable  it  to  fulfil  this 
'  obligation.    It  is  then  manifest^  that  a  nation  has 

*  an  indisputable  right  to  form,  maintain,  and  per- 

*  feet  it^  constitution;  to  regulate, at  pleasure, every 
'  thing  relating  to  its  government, and  that  no  per- 
<  son  can  have  a  jnst  right  to  hinder  it.  Grovern- 
'  ment  is  only  established  for  the  sake  of  the  nation, 
'  with  a  view  to  its  safety  and  happiness."  A  State 
was  as  much  bound  by  the  Constitution  and  the 
law  of  nature  to  preserve  its  integrity  and  sover- 
eignty, in  reference  to  the  State,  a^  Congress  were 
by  the' Constitution  and  law  of  nature  to  preserve 
the  inte^ty  and  sovereignty  of  the  nation.  An 
acquisition  or  surrender  oi  powers  and  sover- 
eignty, by  either  the  general  or  a  State  govern- 
ment, beyond  what  the  Constitution,  the  4aw  of 
nations,  and  the  law  of  man  had  pointed  out, 
would  be  unlawful,  and  consequently  void. 

Tne  confederation  of  the  several  States  was.  in 
fact,  nothinff  more  or  less  than  an  alliance,  offen- 
sive and  defensive ;  each  State  was  an  ally  in  re- 
gard to  all  the  other  Sta.tes.  Missouri  proposed  to 
become  one  of  the  allies  in  the  Confederation  ;  but 
she  did  nof  intend  to  ^contract  an  unequal  alliance 
that  amounted  to  a  diminution  of  her  sovereign tv ; 
nor  could  she,  constitutionally,  do  so  if  she  would. 
Gentlemen  had  said  that  this  proposition,  if  acceded 
to  by  Missouri,  did  not  amount  to  a  diminution  of 
her  sovereignty:  and  that,  therefore,  she  might 
lawfully  make  tne  compact,  and  Congress  might 
lawAilly  exact  it.  Sovereignty  in  the  United  States 
was  something  more  than  a  mere  name— it  was  an 
actual  amdUian  of  a  State.    Vattel,  page  2,  section 

4,  said,  "any  nation  that  governs  itself,  under  what 
form  soever,  without  dependence  on  an^y  foreign 
power,  is  a  sovereign  State ;  its  tights  are  natu- 
rally the  same  as  those  of  any  other  State."    Mr. 

5.  w:a8  well  apprized  that  the  law  of  nations  (Vat- 
tel, page  2,  section  5)  recognised,  in  certain  cases, 
as  ^*  sovereign' States,  those  which  had  united  them- 
'  sdves  to  another  pore  powerful  by  an  unequal 
^  alliance,  in  which  to  the  more  powerful  is  given 


'  more  honor — to  the  weaker  more  assistance.^ 
This  was  precisely  the  case  in  question ;  to  the 
General  Government  was  given  more  honor,  and 
even  more  strength— to  the  State  of  Missouri  more 
protection  and  assistance.     A  most  extravagant 
doctrine  had  been  advanced  by  gentlemen,  that 
Congress  bad  the  right  to  exact  by  compact  any 
thing,  and  assent  to  any  condition,  provided  the 
State  was  left  in  possession  of  sufficient  sovereign- 
ty to  enable  it  to  regulate  its  own  municipal  con- 
cerns ;  and  that,  as  the  State  of  Missouri  could 
exist  as  a  State,  shorn  of  this  attribute  of  sore- 
reignty,  that  therefore  she  might,  by  compact,  sur- 
render it  to  Congress.  Mr.  S.  denied  the  soundness, 
even  in  theory,  of  this  proposition,  but,  in  prac- 
tice, it  was  of  the  most  dangerous  tendency ;  m 
State  most  be  always  regarded  as  an  inferior  ally 
in  reference  to  all  the  other  States  in  the  Confed- 
eracy.   The  argument  that  gentlemen  drew  from 
the  power  Congress  had  to  exact  tribute,  by  way 
of  taxes  from  the  States,  went  but  rery  little  to 
support  the  proposition,  that  Congress  had  the 
power  to  contract  for  any  portion  of  the  sove- 
reignty of  a  State     The  payment  of  tribute,  or 
taxes,  was  no  evidence  of  the  diminution  of  the 
sovereignty  of  a  State;  that  was  a  matter  to  which 
a  State  might  consent,  and  still  retain  all  its  essen- 
tial independence.    Vattel,  page  2,  section  7,  said, 
"  For,  though  the  payment  of  tribute  to  a  forei^ 
'  Power  does,  in  some  decree,  diminish  the  digniiy 
'  of  those  States,  from-  its  being  a  confession  of 
'  their  weakness,  yet  it  suffers  their  sovereignty  to 
^  subsist  entire."     And  in  page  2,  section  6,  ^  that 
^  a  weak  State  miff bt,  in  order  te  provide  for  its 
'  safety,  place  itsett'  under  the  protection  of  a  more 
'  powerful  one,  and,  in  return,  agree  to  perform 
'  several  offices  equivalent  to  that  protection,  with- 
'  out  divesting  itself  of  the  right  of  ffovernmeDt 
'  and  soverei^ty." 

The  conditions  of  these  alliaBCes  mi^ht  be  infi- 
nitely varied ;  but  Vattel,  page  2,  section  5,  had 
shown  ^  that  whatever  they  are,  provided  the  inle- 
'  rior  ally  reserved  to  itself  the  sovereignty,  or  the 
^  right  or  governing. its  own  body,  it  ought  to  be 
'  consider^  as  an  independent  State."  Grentlemen, 
however,  still  unconverted  to  the  great  and  essen- 
tial truth  in  relation  to  States,  that  they  cannot, 
by  treaty  or  compact,  constitutionally  snrrendef 
any  portion  of  their  sovereignty,  had,  with  an  air 
of  triumph,  asked,  where  was  the  line  to  which 
they  might  go  without  trenching  on  the  independ- 
ence and  sovereignty  of  the  State?    Mr.  8.  w^ould 
answer,  from  the  laws  of  nations.    Vattel,  p.  208, 
sect.  175,  declared,  that  ^  the  sovereignty  subsists 
'  entire  and  unimpaired,  where  none  of  its  con^stic- 
'  uent  rights  are  transferred  to  the  superior  ally,  or 
^  render^,  as  to  the  exertion  of  them,  dependent 
'  on  hn  will.    jBut  the  sovereignty  is  inipaire<l 
'  when  any  of  its  Tights  are-  ceded  to  an  ally,  or 
'  even  if  the  use  of  them  be  merely  rendered  de- 
'  pendent  on  the  will  of  that  all  v." 
,    The  connexion  of  master  and  servant  was  a  do- 
mestic relation ;  the  intercourse  between. them  w&s^ 
in  all  the  States,  matter  df  municipal  law ;  it  tntd. 
been  always  considered  as  depending  on  the  eoii> 
Btitntions  and  laws  of  the  several  States,  and  oot 
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the  sDtgeet  of  foreign  control.  The  relations  ex- 
isted in  other  States,  were  controlled  by  their  own 
iostitnaons,  M^ithout  Congressional  interference; 
it  was  their  constitotional,  nay,  one  of  t|ieir  con- 
stituent riffhts,  to  reffulate  this  connexion.  Con- 
gress, ia  this  particular,  were  making  aiv  effort  to 
prohibit  the  existence  of  this  relation  in  Missouri ; 
they  were  exerting  themselves  to  render  the  exer- 
cise of  thiis  sovereigD,  constitutional,  and  constitu- 
ent right,  dependent  on  their  will ;  and  yet  gentle- 
men argue  that  this  is  not  a  coin|)act  that  will 
diminish  the  sovereignty  of  Missauri. 

Mr.  S.  was  aw^are  that  (here  were  cases  of  ahso- 
lote  necessity,  and  then  it  was  not  to  be  imputed 
as  a  crime^  ( Vattel,  pase  303,  sect  176,)  under  the 
pressure  at  which  ^  a  State  would  have  a  right  to 
*•  i>\ace  herself  in  absolute  subjection,  and  renounce 
'  ner  sorereignty  if  she  found  such  measures  ne- 
'  cessary  for  oer  preservation;  by  a  much  stronger 
'  reason  she  has  a  right,  under  the  same  necessity. 
'  to  abandon  her  allies ;  but  a  generous  people  will 
'  exhaust  every  resource  before  they  submit  to  terms 
^  so  severe  and  humiliating.''  The  consequence 
of  actins  in  conformity  to  this  necessity  would  be, 
"that  tul  former  engagements  would  fall' to  the 
ground,  together  with  the  power  that  had  con- 
cluded thon.^  (Vattel,  page  3,  sect.  176.)  Such 
would  be  the  case  in  regard  to  Missouri :  was  she 
to  accept  conditions  that  rendered  her  absolutely 
dependent  on  the  will  of  the  Gkneral  Government, 
all  her  former  and  present  engagements  would 
cease  to  be  hiiHling,  because  the  sovereignty  that 
made  them  so  had  ceased  to  exist. 

Some  gentlonen,  thinking  the  ground  taken  by 
their  co^jutors  was  too  fa?oad,  nad  narrowed  it 
down  to  this :  that  Congress  had  a  right  to  con- 
tract for  the  surrender  of  any  portion  of  the  sove- 
reignty of  the  State  of  Mis^souri,  provided  that 
such  right  did  not  deprive  her  of,  or  encroach  on, 
her  federal  rights.  Une  moment's  examination  of 
this  branch  of  the  question  would  put  it  forever  at 
rest.  All  had  agreed  that,  If  the  exposition  went 
to  deprive  her  of  a  federal  right,  that  the  rt'quisi* 
tion  eoold  not  be  madCir  Under  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  second  section,  ^^  Representa- 

*  tives  and  direct  taxation  shall  be  apportioned 
'  among  the  several  States  which  may  be  included 

*  within  the  Union,  according  to  their  respective 
^  numbers,  which  shall  be  determined  by  adding  to 
'  the  whcJe  number  of  free  persons,  including  those 
^  hound  to  service  for  a  term  of  years,  and,  exclud- 
<  ing  Indians  not  taxed,  three-fifths  of  any  other 
^  penoos.'^    He  desired  it  to  be  remembered,  that 
all  gentlemen  had  agreed  that  Missouri  could  not 
be  dqnivei  of  a  federal  right :  now,  among  many 
other  federal  rights,  was  that  of  representation  in 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  according  to 
numbers,  to  be  calculated  in  pursuance  of  the  arti- 
cle of  the  Constitution  before  alluded  to.    Five 
negroes^  then,  were  equal  to  three^  whites  in  that 
enumeration;  on  which  represebtatioo  was  found- 
ed.   By  the  restriction  in  question,  then,  Cons^ess 
imdertook  to  deprive  Missouri  of  the  means  or  ac~ 
quiring  a  federal  right;  thus  doing  indirectly  what 
all  agreed  could  not  be  directly  done.    Mr.  S. 
eoold  see  no  substantial  difierence  between  depriv- 


ing Missouri  of  a  federal  rieht,  or  the  means  of 
acquiring  a  federal  rip^t.  They  were,  both  the 
right  and  the  means  oi  acquiring  the  right,  as  re- 
garded Missouri,  vested  rights  under  the  Consti- 
tution, and  by  no  treaty,  compact,  or  law,  could 
she  be  constitutionally  deprived  of  either:  and 
was  Missouri  to  contract  for  this  surrender,  it 
would  make  the  aUiance,  as  regards  her  and  the 
other  States  in  the  Union,  in  reference  to  the  whole 
Union,  unequal,  unlawful^  and  consequently  void ; 
and  wnat  would  be  void,  if  done,  it  was  not  com- 
petent for  the  parties  to  do.  It  was  laid  down  by 
Vattel,  (page  203,  sec.  177,)  ^<that  every  3tate 
^  ought  to  t^  jealous  of  her  glory,.careful  of  main- 

*  taining  her  dignity,  and  preserving  her  indepen- 

*  dence,  and  nothing  short  of  the  utst  extremity, 
'  or  motives  the  most  weighty  and  substantial, 
'  ought  ever  to  induce  a  people  to  contract  an  une 
'  qual  aUiance.    This  observation  is  particularly 

*  meant  to  apply  to  treaties,  (or  compacts,)  when 

*  the  inequalitu  prevails  oa  the  side  of  the  weaker 
'  ally,  and  still  more  particularly  to  those  unequal 

*  alliances  that  de^de  the  sovereiffnty.  Men  of 
'  courage  and  spirit  will  accept  sucn  treaties  (or 

*  compacts)  from  no  other  hands  but  those  of  impe- 

*  rious  necessity."  The  restriction  in  question 
would  degrade  the  soverei£;nty,  because  it  would 
diminbh  the  State  independence,  and  deprive  Mis- 
souri of  the  means  oi  acquiring  federal  rights ; 
and  in  the  same  proportion  that  Uie  sovereignty  of 
Missouri  would  be  diminished,  and  the  exercise 
of  any  of  her  constituent  rights  rendered  de- 
pendent on  the  will  of  Congress — ^in  that  exact 
proportion  would  the  powers  of  Congress  be  in- 
creased beyond  those  given  by  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution. Mr.  S.  hofwd  that  it  was  sufficiently 
clear  that  Congress,  neither  by  treaty  nor  compaet 
could  increase  or  diminish  thieir  powers ;  nor  was 
it  competent  for  a  State,  by  treaty  or  compact,  to 
surrenaer  any  portion  of  its  sovereignty.  It  next 
remained  to  inquire,  whether  Congress  could,  by 
an  ordinary  act  of  legislation,  accomplish  the  ob- 
ject ?  And  this  depended  on  the  powers  given  in 
the  Constitution. . 

The  very  act  of  exacting  this  restriction  as  trea- 
ty, or  compact,  and  which  required  the  assent  of 
Missouri,  showed  that  it  was-  a  portion  of  the 
sovereignty  of  the  State,  that  you  caAnoC  take 
away  without  their  consent.  The  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  sets  out  with  this  .principle — 
^*that  all  legislative  iwwers  herein  granted  (not 
inferred)  shall  be  vested  in  a  Congress  oi  the 
United  States."  But,  even  was  the  Constitution 
silent  as  to  the  disposition  of  powerSi  between  the 
General  and  State  Governments,  a  knowledge  of 
the  history  how  the  Constitution  was  formed, 
would  ffive  a  strong  answer  against  the  assump- 
tion oLthe  authority,  now  contended  for.  The 
framers  of  the  ContsUtution  were  jealous  of  State 
rights,  and  therefore  left  ih)thing  to  be  inferred, 
against  which  they  could  possibly  provide.  The 
powers  of  the  General  Government  were  the  dele- 
gated powers,  and  not  the  powers  of  the  States,  or 
the  rignts  of  the  people  derived  from  the  Federal 
Governnient.  All  right  and  authority  was  inhe- 
rent in  the  people ;  they  alone  were  supreme ;  they 
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surrendered  a  portion  of  their  natural  and  inherent 
rights  to  the  State  authorities,  and  a  portion  of  the 
Federal  Goremment;  and  the  grant  by  them 
made  was  to  be  construed  only  for  their  benefit, 
and  in  the  advancement  and  protection  of  their 
other  riffhts.  Congress  had  no  powers  but  those 
expressly,  giren,  or  those  inferrible,  as  being  abso- 
lutely necessary  and  ppoper  to  enable  them  to  car- 
ry those  given  into  eofect.  The  ninth  and  tenth 
articles  of  the  amendments  tq  the  Constitution 
settled  this  question:  the. first  of  which  provided, 
that  ^'  the  enumeration  in  the  Constitution  of  cer- 
tain rights  shall  not  be  construed  to  deny  or  dis- 
parage others  retained  by  the  people."  And  the 
second  declared,  that  "  tne  powers  not  delegated 
to  the  United  States  by  the  Constitution,  nor  pro^ 
hibited  by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the 
States,  respectively,  or  to  the  people."  When, 
therefore,  Congress  were  about  to  exercise  an  au- 
thority, it  was  to  the  enumerated  powers  in  the 
Constitution  that  they  were  to  Iook  for  the  right : 
if  not  found  there,  it  did  not  exist ;  for  all  c&er 
than  those  were  inherent  in,  and  expressly  reserved 
to,  the  States,  and  to  the  people. 

Mr.  S.  would  not  delay  the  House  by  attempting 
a  history  of  the  causes  and  formation  of  the  Con- 
stitution. It  was  weU  known  to  have  been  a  mat- 
ter of  compromise  between  free,  sovoreiffn,  and  in- 
dependent States ;  most  of  whom,  at  the  time  of 
its  adoption,  held  more  or  less  slaves ;  nor  was  it 
reasonable  to  suppose,  that  it  was  within  the  pur- 
view or  meaning  of  the  makers,  that,  at  any  sitb- 
sequent  period,  it  should  be  left  to  the  discretion  of 
either  party  that  might  become  dominant,  to  impose 
slaves  on  those  who  had  them  not,  contrary  to  their 
wishes-^or  to  deprive  oth^s  who  had  them,  or 
who  entertained  a  wish  to  acquire  that  description 
of  property,  of  the  discretion  to  do  so.  Mr.  S.  not 
only-  denied  the  power  of  Congress  to  prohibit  the 
citizens  of  any  State  from  enjoying  the  advantages 
resulting  from  the  immediate  use  of  slaves,  but  he 
wotild,  also,  repd  their  pretensions  to  legislate  in 
relation  lo  the  increase.  Societies,  constitutions, 
and  laws,  were  as  much  formed  to  secure  the  far 
eulties  and  produce  of  property,  as  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  immediate  object  of  property  itself. 
Let  the  legislators  destroy  this  principle,  and  occu- 
pancy alone,  as  in  olden  times,  would  be-  the  only 
remaining  evidence  of  property  and  of  right. 

The  powers  given  to  Couj^ress  by  the  Constitu- 
tion were  few,  express,  limited,  positive,  and  de- 
fined ;  the  majority  of  them  were  to  be  found  in 
the  8th  section  of  that  instrument,  and  consisted 
in  the  authority  to  levy  taxes,  borrow  money,  and 
repfulate  dotnmeree ;  establish  an  uniform  system 
^bankruptcy ;  to  regulate  the  coin,  punish  coun- 
terfeiting, establish  post  offices  and  post  roads, 
constitute  courts,  declare  war,  raise  armies,  jnain- 
tain  a  navy,  call  forth  the  militia,  organize  and 
regulate  them ;  to  have  exclusive  jurisdiction  over 
the  District  of  Columbia,  and  their  forts,  maga- 
zines, arsenals,  dock-yards,  and  to  make  all  laws 
which  should  be  necessary  and  proper  to  carry  into 
effect  the  enumerated  powers.  Mr.  S.  could  not 
discover  that  the  authority  to  impose  restrictions 
on  States  could  be  derived  from  any  latitude  of 


construction  growing  out  of  this  section.  But,  the 
powers  of  Congress  were  not  only  enumerated  and 
expr«sed  in  the  Constitution ;  the  lOtfa  section 
was  equally  explicit  in  declaring  of  what  attributes 
of  sovereignty  the  States  shoum  be  deprived  ;  no 
State  was  to  enter  into  any  treaty  of  alliance, 
grant  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal,  coin  money, 
emit  bills  of  credit,  make  any  thing  but  gold  and 
silver  a  tender,  pass  any  bill  of  attainder,  ex  post 
facto  law,  impair  contracts^  or  grant  titles  of  nobil- 
ity ;  nor,  without  consentof  Congress,  lay  imposts  or 
duties  on  imports  or  exports,  lay  any  duty  on  ton- 
nage, keep  troops  or  ships  of  war  in  time  of  peace, 
or  make  anv  agreement  with  any  foreign  Power, 
or  even  witn  a  sister  State,  or  engage  in  war,  un- 
less actually  invaded.  The  States,  then,  were  di- 
vested by  the  Constitution  of  no  portion  of  sov- 
ereignty but  those  actually  named  and  voluntarily 
surrendered ;  all  other  powers,  and  the  residue  of 
soveneigdty,  were  inherent  in,  and  expressly  re- 
served to,  the  States  and  the  people. 

It  was  said,  diat,  since  the  year  1806,  Congress 
had  power  to  prohibit  the  migration  or  importa- 
tion of  such  persons  as  the  States  existing  at  the 
time  of  forming  the  Constitution  thought  proper 
to  admit ;  and  Siat^  under  the  powers  given  in  that 
clause  of  the  Constitution,  Congress  might  prohibit 
the  removal  of  slaves  to  Missouri,  both  as  a  terri- 
tory and  a  State,  and  impose  the  restriction.  The 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  not  only  admit- 
ted and  penaitted,  but  was  partly  based  on  domes- 
tic slavery ;  yet  gentlemen  said  it  was  contrary  to 
the  principles  and  genius  of  the  American  Gov- 
ernment—<ilthough  the  Constitution  in  but  few 
instances  recognised  them  to  be  free  moral  agents, 
but  acknowlraged  them  to  be  property,  and  not 
freemen,  and  guarantied  to  the  master  an  owner- 
ship which  his  fellow-citizen,  living  in  another 
State,  and  holding  difi*erent  principles,  could  not 
legislate  from  him.  The  2d  section  of  the  4th  ar- 
ticle of  the  Constitution  provided  that  **  no  person 
'  held  to  service  or  labor  in  one  State  iHider  the 
'  laws  thereof,  escaping  into  another,  shall,  in  ccmi- 
'  sequence  of  any  law  or  legislation  therm,  be  dis- 
'  charged  from  such  service  or  labor,  but  shall  be 
*  delivered  up  on  claimof  the  nartv  to  whom  such 
'  service  or  labor  may  be  due.^  A  sister  and  sov- 
ereign State  could  not  emancipate  slaves  fleeing 
to  its  jurisdiction ;  could  Congress,  then,  do  that 
which  the  Constitution  had  said  should  not  be 
done  by  the  independent  sovereignty  to  which  the 
fugitive  fled  ?  The  framers  of  the  Constitution 
never  thought  that  Congress  had  the  authority  to 
prohibit  the  removal  oi  slaves  to  any' State;  or 
that  they  would  pretend  to  the  still  more  alarming 
power  of  legislating  the  emancipation  of  slaves 
that  were  lawfully  in,  or  might  flee  to  nn^  State. 
It  was  considered  as  an  incident  of  sovereimty,  as 
a  matter  of  State  right  and  of  municipallegisla- 
tioa.  The  only  danger  was,  that  the  States  would 
exercise  it  to  the  prejudice  of  each  other ;  against 
that  state  of  things  the  Constitution  had  guarded, 
aifd  deprived  the  respective  States  of  the  exercise 
of  that  power  which  they  had  without  such  pro- 
hibttion.  To  make  the  argument  more  ]^ain.  he 
would  state  a  case :    Could  Congress  pass  a  law 
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ofpenting  tlie  emmeipatioli  of  the  slaves  in  Ken- 
tuekjr,  or  of  th^  increase?  Or^  could  Congress 
pas>  a  law  deelaiin^  that  if  a  citizen  of  Kentucky 
remoTed  to  Ohio  with  his  slaves,  that  in  conse- 
qneace  of  such  remoTal,  his  slaves  should  be  free  ? 
Or,  would  it  not  depend  on  the  Constitution  and 
laws  of  Ohio  ?  If,  then,  Congress  could  not. pass 
a  law  emancipating  the  slaves  in  a  State,  or  pass 
a  law  declaring  that  their  emancipation  shoidd  be 
the  eonseqiuenceof  removing  them  from  one  State 
to  another  State :  it  was  not  within  the  scope  of 
hs  faculties  to  mseover  how  the  restriction  was 
authorized  bf  this  clause  of  the  Constitution.  But 
let  it,  for  aigument  only,  be  granted,  that  Consren 
had  the  power  to  prohibit  the  mij^ration  of  sutves 
from  any  other  State  to  Missouri,  how  far  would 
that  aatnority  give  to  Congress  the  right  to  legis- 
late in  reference  to  the  slaves,  and  the  children  of 
slaves*  that  were  now  in  Hissonri  ?  The  power 
to  prohibit  the  naigration  had  reference  alone  to 
tht  State  where  the  slaves  wer^  and  not  to  Mis- 
souri. A  general  law,  thm,  would  be  most  proper, 
deelaring  that  no  slave  should  be  removed  from 
one  State  to  another ;  and  that  would  be  a  qOes- 
tion  of  restriction  for  the  <alaveholdin^  Bta|»  to 
submit  to,  sad  not  the  question  of  restnction  in  re- 
gard to  Missouri.  The  term  m^itiffoii  indicated 
an  exercise  of  free  will,  the  exercise  of  which  was 
not  to  be  attribute!  to  slaves;  and  he  believed  the 
leai  meaojog  of  that  portion  of  the  Constitution 
was  to  authorize  Congress  to  prohibit,  after  1808, 
that  grat  influx  of  the  rabble  of  foreign  countries, 
who,  mi^rcating  to  the  United  States  encumbered 
with  theu*  passions  and  pejudices,  might,  in  the 
end,  endanger  the  Constitution  and  the  Union. 
The  term  imptgrtiUiim  all  understood  as  solely  in- 
tended to  provide  against  the  further  introduction, 
fxxsok  abroad,  of  the  unhappy  sons  and  daughters 
of  Africa,  and  not  to  ^ve  to  Congress  the  power 
to  reg:ubite  the  distribution  of  those  that  were  here. 

The  second  section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the 
Constitution  provided  that  "^  the  citizens  of  daeh 
State  should  be  entitled  to  all  the  privilwes  and 
imnmitties  of  citizens  of  the  several  States.^'  The 
obnooi  meaning  of  this  clause  was.  that  the  rights 
of  the  citizens  in  one  State  should  be  equal  to  the 
rights  of  the  citizena  of  any  other  State,  and  that, 
so  iarasthe  citizens  of  one  State  had  the  right  to 
regulate  their  matters  of  internal  policy,  so  &r 
should  the  citizena  of  any  other  State  huve  the 
same  lightL  privil^es,  and  immanities«-not  only 
the  rights  of  the  citizens,  individually,  but  then: 
rights  taken  collectively  as  Stittes,  were  to  be 
equal  ia  ail  respects  whatsoever.  For  example,  if 
the  people  of  the  State  of  New  York  had  the  ex- 
clusive power  to  make  their  own  constitution  and 
laws,  and  to  provide  that  slaves  should,  or  should 
not  he  tntrodneed,  so  the  State  of  Missouri,  to  be 
equal  in  potro*  to  the  State  of  New  York,  must 
poeoess  the  same  sovereipi  authority. 

The  second  clause  oi^the  third  section  of  the 
fourth  article  provided  that  "Congress  shaU  have 
^  power  to  dispose  of,  and  make  SX  needful  rules 
'  and  regulations  respecting  the  territory  or  other 
'  property  of  the  United  States."  The  whole  con- 
text of  this  article  showed  tluit  it  was  as  property, 


and  not  otherwise,  that  Con^^ress  were  to  make 
rules  and  regulations.  Certamly  the  boldest  ad- 
vocate for  restriction  would  not  contend  that  Con- 
gress had  any  property  in  the  persons  of  the  citizens 
of  Missouri,  because  they  were  circumstantially 
connected  with  a  Territory  over  which  they  had 
a  limited  control.  Surely  gentlemen  would  not 
undertake  to  advance  the  doctrine  that  Congress 
had  any  property  in  the  confirmed  lands  of  mdt- 
viduals,  or  m  the  lands  purchased  of  the  Govern- 
meiit  and  patented  to  the  purchaser,  and  still  less 
had  Congress  any  property  in  the  rights  of  the 
people.  And  if  Congress  even  had  the  power  con- 
tenaed  for,  while  they  owned  the  land,  it  would 
surely  cease  to  exist  so  soon  as  they  parted  with 
the  soil.  The  sovereignty  of  Congress  ever  the 
territory,  as  the  lords  paramount,  was  but  tempo- 
rary, and  could  only  eudure  so  long  as  they  re- 
tained the  soil ;  when  that  was  disposed  of,  their 
sovereignty  ceased  also.  Yet,  fay  virtue  of  this 
brief  and  temporary  authority,  limited  in  its  ex- 
tent, and  short  in  its  duration.  Congress  were 
about  to  fix  OB  Missouri  a  never-ending  eonditimi, 
that  was  to  continue  long  after  the  authority  on 
which  it  rested  for  exutence,  had  passed  away. 
If^  in  conseouenee  of  owning  the  land,  Coi^ress 
possessed  that  description  of  sovereignty  that 
would  authorize  them  to  legislate  in  regard  to  the 
property  of  the  citizens  of  a  Territory  or  a  State, 
or  to  di6tate  what  kind  of  property  the  citizens 
should  introduce  and  hold,  then  mignt  they  at  this 
day  undertake  to  revulate  Uie  affairs  of  the  States 
of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Louisiana,  Mississippi, 
and  Alabama;  and  their  right  to  impose  restrict 
tions  on  each  of  them,  stmiiar  to  that  contempla- 
ted in  regard  to  Missouri,  would  be  equally  as 
unquestionable.  The  whole  amoiUkt  of  the  autho- 
rity Congress  could  claim  under  this  clause  of  the 
Constitution,  wi^  to  make  rulcff  uid  regulations 
for  the  surveying  atid  disposing  of  the  public 
lands,  to  regulate  the  quantities  in  which  it  raould 
be  sold,  the  price,  and  the  credit.  But  this  power 
was  limited  m  its  operation  to  the  propertv  alone, 
and  by  no  construction  could  be  extendca  to  the 
rights  bf  the  citizens  inhabiting  the  Territory, 
Congress  had  no  po^^r  over  the  right  or  property 
of  the  citizen,  but,  in  certain  cases,  to  levy  taxes; 
and  this  authority  was  una  of  those  expressly  coo- 
ierred  by  the  Constitution,  and  was  not  alone 
sumortea  by  inference. 

Mr.  S.  would  now  take  a  short  view  of  Uie  gen- 
tlemen's Gibraltar,  behind  which  they  had  en- 
trenched themsdraLand  thought  they  were  secure 
and  invulnerable.  The  third  section  of  the  fourth 
article  provided  that  '^new  States  may  be  admit- 
ted by  the  Congress  into  this  Union."  But,  he 
contended  that  uiey  were  to  be  admitted  on  eqtial 
terras,  and  to  be  equal  after  admission.  When 
Congress  iiow  used  the  term  State,  it  was  to  be 
understood  as  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  un- 
derstood it;  fhey  meant  a  body  politic,  precisely 
similar  in  all  respects  to  those  tnat  then  forpied 
the  Confederacy,  and  were  about  to  adopt  the 
Constitution,  and  become  parties  in  the  Govern- 
ment. The  term  State  had  a  precise,  and,  if  gen- 
tlemen pleased,  a  technical  meaning :  Its  attril^tes 
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were  freedom,  sOTereigaty,  and  independence.  By 
the  principles  of  our  Qovemment^  as  recognised 
by  tne  Declaration  of  American  Independence, 
tae|^  were  nd  parties  bnt  those  determining  to  be 
free,  concertfi&d  or  consulted  in  making  that  decla- 
ration. The  exercise  of  the  free  will  was  the  only 
act  necessarv  to  achieve  the  moral  independence 
of  any  people.  Such  had  been  the  fact,  m  re^rd 
to  the  United  States;  and,  in  point  of  principle, 
such  was  still  the  case.  If  a  new  State  only  be- 
cotne  independent  by  the  act  of  admission,  and 
was  not  free  by  virtue  of  inherent  riffbt  before 
admission,  then  he  inquired,  when  the  old  thirteen 
United  States  had  become  free?  Was  it  by  the 
treaty  of  peace  of  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty-three?  No;  for  the  first  article  of  the 
treaty  only  acknowledged  a  condition  that  antece- 
dently existed,  and  of  which  the  conduct  and  decla- 
rations oC  Great  Britain  only  furnished  the  mo- 
tive, not  the' right,  for  the  right  was  from  above. 
Was  it  by  the  formation  and  adoption  of  the 
Federal  Constitution?  .  No;  for  that  Constitution 
was  the  act  of  their  own  free  will,  which  of  itself 
pre-supposed  independence  as  bein^  enential  and 
necessary  to  make  the  instrument  bmding.  Ame- 
ricans dated  their  freedom  from  Ae  Declaration 
of  Independence,  of  the  4th  of  July,  1776.  It  wms 
then  clear  that,  to  be  free,  sovereign,  and  indepen- 
dent, as  a  Sta.te,  it  was  only  necessary  to  will  and 
to  declare  so.  To  maintain  that  independence 
required  physical  force,  and  "was  another  question 
into  which  he  would  not  now  inquire. 

Mr.  S.  said  that,  as  a  territory,  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  wad  but  relative  to  Missouri ; 
it  was  only  onbecominga  State  thatshe  would  incur 
all  the  duties,  and  partake  of  the  fuU  advantages, 
of  the  Constitution.  No  power  could  ext«id  the 
Federal  Constitution  over  Missouri  as  a  State ;  it 
required  her  assent  to  be  freely  given ;  she  must 
ratify  and  accept  of  it  before  it  was  her  constitu- 
tion. All  its  force  and  binding  efficacy  were  de- 
rived from  her  voluntary  aet ;  and  yet  gentlemen 
undertake  to  impose  a  restriction  on  Missouri; 
^wing,  as  thej^  say,  out  of  the  powers  contained 
m  the  Constitution,  when  that  same  Constitution 
was  not  applicable  to  the  territorial  condition  of 
,the  country :  nor  was  she  any  partv  to  the  instru- 
ment until  sne  became  a  State,  and  assented  to  its 
provisions.  To  admit  a  new  State  was  not  solely 
the  act  of  Congress — ^it  was  a.  compact  between 
the  new.  and  the  old  States.  The  General  Gov- 
ernment was  confederated,  formed  by  coitlpact  be- 
tween separate  and  indep^ent  States ;  the  parts 
of  which  were,  or  ought  to  be,  all  equaL  Missouri, 
as  a  new  State,  had  the  right  to  jom  the  compact 
upon  the  same  terma  that  others  had  done,  sur- 
rendering only  the  same  proportion  of  her  inlrarent 
and  political  liberties.  To  make  the  election  to 
join  the  compact,  she  must  be  considered  as  free 
and  independent;  for  if,  at  the  .moment  of  admis- 
sion, she  was  dependent,  then  the  compact  would 
not  be  binding  on  her.  It  was  very  doubtful 
wheUier  Congress  conld  give  the  rights  of  a  State 
to  a  dependency ;  but  he  was  quite  sure  that  Con- 
gress could  not  make  the .  dependency  incur  the 
duties  of  a  State,  because  they  depended  on  free 


assent,  which  an  independent  pec^le  alone  could 
give.  The  fourth  section  of  the  fourth  article 
provided,  that  *'  the  United  States  shall  guaranty 
'  to  every  State  in  this  Union  a  republican  form 
'  of  government,  and  shall  protect  each  of  them 
'  a^^amst  invasion ;  and  on  application  of  the  Le- 
^  gislature,  or  of  the  Executive,  (when  the  Legisla- 

*  ture  cannot  be  convened,)  against  domestic  vi- 

*  olence."  So  sacred  was  the  soil  and  rights  of 
freemen,  that  the  Congress  could  not,  without  ri- 
olating  the  Constitution,  enter  the  confines  of  a 
State,  even  to  protect  them  against  domestic  vi- 
olence, without  a  call  from  me  constituted  au- 
thorities ;  yet  Congress  were  about  to  break  on  the 
lines  of  the  sovereignty  of  Missouri,  tram|de*down 
the  rights  of  the  citizens,  and  inhibit  the  introduc- 
tion or  use  of  property  acknowledged  by  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  land  to  belong  to  its  citizens.  Con- 
gress was  to  ^^  guaranty  to  every  State  in  thu 
Union  a  repubtican  form  of  government.''  lude^ 
pendenoe  as  a  State,  and  incorporation  into  tltt 
Union,  were  two  distiaet  things :  the  first  was  in- 
herent j  the  second  required  the  assent  of  Con- 
gress ;  m  giving  which  assent  Consress  were  then 
^^  to  guaranty  a  republican  form  of  government.'' 
This  was  not  one  of  the  powers,  but  one  of  the 
duties  of  Congress^  and  the  mistake  of  this  duty 
for  a  right  or  power  had  produced  all  this  absurd 
construction  of  the  Constitution.  "  Congress  may 
admit  new  States  into  this  Union."  This  clause 
spoke  volumes  on.  the  subject.  "  This  Union " 
meant  the  Union  then  formed,  and  ^  the  State" 
was  to  be  such  a  State  as  was  then  entering  into 
the  Union.  If  Missouri  was  admitted  under  re- 
strictions and  conditions  that  did  not  exist  in  rela- 
tion to  any  of  the  States  then  existing,  it  was  not 
^into  the  Union"  that  Missouri  was  ad  nutted, 
but  into  a  new  union.  If  Missouri  was  compelled 
to  surrender  more  of  her  privileses^  or  a  greator 
p6rtion  of  her  sovereignty,  to  obtam  admission 
mto  the  Union,  than  omer  Stales  had  done,  then 
by  precisely  so  much  more  pf  her  privileges  and 
sovereignty  as  she  had  to  surrender  to  obtain  ad- 
mission, just  so  much  the  more-  did  she  pay  for 
her  admission;  and  then  it  was  not  into  ^'this 
Union"  she  was  incorporated,  but  into  another 
Union,  formed  by  special  compact  in  that  partic- 
uhir  lase.  And  thus  every  State  that  was  admit- 
ted might  be- required  to  submit  to  some  extraor- 
dinary condition,  until  the  original  principles  of 
the  Constitution  were  entirely  lost,  and  it  would 
become  a  matter  of  contract,  m  which  each  party 
would  make  the  best  bargain  they  could,  and  '^this 
Union"  would  be  no  longer  "this  Union,"  nor 
would  the  term  State  be  any  longer  intelligible, 
because  it  would  give  you  no  idea  of  what  w^ere 
its  powers,  its  privileg^  or  its  attribuites.  This 
argument  might  be  further  illustrated  by  that  por- 
tion of  die  Constitution  that  gave  Congress  pow- 
er "to  establish  an  uniform  rule  of  naturalization." 
Congress  were  not  obliged  .to  exercise  the  power 
at  ku.',  but,  if  they  did  exercise  it,  they  must  make 
the  rule  uniform.  So  they  were  not  obliged  to 
admit  a  State;  but,  if  they  did  admit  a  State,  it 
must  be  on  uniform  principles;  for  example — 
Congress  could  hot  say  that  the  subjects  of  France 
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should  lemain  ia  a  state  of  probation  ten  years 
before  they  could  become  citizens,  and  that  the 
subjects  or  Great  Britain  should  only  remain  fire 
years  in  suspensioD,  becaose  this  would  not  be 
unifonn,  ana  i^ould  be  making  one  applicant  pay 
a  greater  price  for  the  pririTeffes  of  citizenship 
than  another.  Just  so  in  regard  to  Missouri — ^if 
admitted,  no  ^r^ater  price  was  to  be  exacted  from 
her^  in  becoming  a  State,  and  entering  into  the 
Union,  than  had  been  paid  by  any  ouer  State 
heretofore  adnutted.  And  the  parallel  might  be 
carried  furtiier;  Congress  could  not  say  that  the 
foreigner  should  become  a  citizen,  but  that,  after 
he  had  become  a  citizen,  he  should  not  hold  land, 
or  any  other  description  of  property,  because  that 
would  be  a  condition  that  would  defeat  the  grant, 
and  a  restriction  inconsistent  with  citizenship; 
which,  when  acquired,  placed  him,  in  all  re- 
spects, on  the  footing  of  a  natural-born  citizen. 
And  so  in  regard  to  Missouri :  Congress  might 
absolutely  refuse  her  admission ;  but,  ifthey  choose 
to  admit,  they  could  impose  no  restriction  incon- 
sistent with  her  condition  as  a  State.  Other  ar- 
guments and  parallels  might  be  shown,  but  he 
would  rest  this  branch  of  the  subject  here. 

Cientlemen,  still  doubting  their  authority  to  im- 
pose this  restriction,  as  derived  from  the  Consti- 
tution alone,  had  resorted  to  precedent  to  bear 
them  out.    Mr.  S.  would  also  refer  to  those  prece- 
dents, and  show  that  a  large  majority  of  them 
were  in  faror  of  Missouri,  and  the  residue^  if  pre- 
cedent at  all,  could  not  be  so  construed  in  refer- 
ence to  Missouri,  because  they  were  not  even  anal- 
c^ous.    In  the  act  of  the  Virginia  Legislature,  of 
1788,  giving  their  assent  to  the  creation  of  a  new 
State  in  the  district  of  Kentucky,  there  was  no 
condition.     In  the  act  of  Congress,  of  1791,  ad- 
mitting Kentucky  into  the  Union  as  a  new  and 
entire  State,  there  w^as  no  condition  imposed  what- 
ever.    The  next  State  admitted  was  Vermont,  in 
1791  ;  when  Congress  admitted  her  as  a  new  and 
entire  State  into  the  Union,  no  restriction  or  condi- 
tion w^s  even  hinted  at  in  the  act  of  admission.    In 
the  deed  of  cession  from  North  Carolina,  of  1790, 
for  ibat  ^portion  of  territory  which  now  formed  the 
State  of  Tennessee,  an  express  exception  was  made 
in  relation  to  slaves,  and  Congress  were  prohibited 
from  making  any  regulations  that  would  tend  to 
tlieir  emancipation.    And  when,  in  1796,  Tennes- 
see became  a  State,  she  was  admitted  by  Congress 
into  the  Union,  without  a  condition  or  limitation. 
equal  in  all  respects  whatever,  as  one  of  the  United 
3tates.     When,  in  1802,  Georgia  ceded  to  the 
Uoited  States  that  portion  of  territory  which  now 
composed  the  States  of  Mississippi  and  Alabama, 
site  had  forecast  enough  to  inhibit  the  application 
or  the  ordinance  of  1787  to  that  country ;  nor  was 
there  in  Che  act  of  1817,  authorizing  the  people  of 
Mississippi  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  gov- 
ernment, or  in  the  resolution  admitting  her  into  the 
Union,  any  condition  similar  to  the  restriction  in 
qpuestion.    And  in  the  act  of  1819,  ^ving  the  peo- 
ple of  Alabama  power  to  form  their  constitution 
a.nd  organize  their  State,  as  also  in  the  resolution 
far  their  admis^on,  research  might  in  vain  be 
cxkade  for  any  conditions.    Of  the  Btate  of  Loui»- 
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iana  he  would  speak  hereafter,  and  would  now 
turn  his  attention  to  the  great  and  binding  prece- 
dents derived  from  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  as 
predicated  on  the  ordinance  of  1787.  The  deed 
of  cession  from  Virginia,  of  1784,  was  simply  a 
transfer  of  the  soil  and  sovereie^nty,  and  did  not 
contain  any  stipulation  either  for  or  against  the 
introduction  of  slaves.  Virginia  had  not  been  so 
provident  in  reference  to  the  future  settlements  in 
the  Northwest  Territory,  as  North  Carolina  and 
Georgia  subsequently  were,  because  they  had  the 
ordinance  of  1787  before  them,  and  Virginia  could 
not  have  anticipated  a  regulation  of  the  character 
of  that  ordinance.  'When  Congress  passed  the 
ordinance  of  1787,  the  fifth  article  contravened  the 

Provisions  of  the  deed  of  cession  as  to  the  subsequent 
ivision  of  the  Territory  into  States,  and,  when 
Virginia  was  referred  to  for  her  assent  to  that  alter- 
ation, she  did,  by  her  act  of  1788«  consent  to  that 
alteration,  and  tnat  alteration  only ;  for  no  other 
modification  of  the  deed  of  cession  was  asked  for, 
nor  was  any  other  taken  into  consideration,  or 
assented  to,  oy  Virginia.  The  6th  article  of  that 
ordinance  of  1787,  from  which  all  arguments 
seemed  to  be  drawn,  never  did  receive  the  consent 
of  Virginia,  but  was  an  ex  parte  act  of  legislation^ 
ordinary  in  its  character,  and  similar  to  any  other 
act  of  legislation,  except  its  extraordinary  quali- 
ties of  eximnsion.  It  was  true  that  the  states  of 
Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  had  comjdied  with 
the  provision  of  that  ordinance ;  but  it  was  not  in 

Eursuance  of  its  intrinsic  binding  force ;  it  was  to 
e  accounted  for  only  on  the  principle  that  the 
ordinance,  in  its  operation  on  settlers,  while  the 
country  was  yet  a  Territory,  and  subject  to  Con- 
gressional control,  had  so  regulated  the  emigration, 
and  prepared  the  settlers  to  comply  with  ue  pro- 
visions, that,  in  forming  their  constitutions,  tney 
voluntarily  chose  to  do  so.    The  Old  Congress, 
when  making  the  ordinance,  had  proceeded  as  in 
other  acts  of  legidation,  until  they  reached  the 
articles  of  that  ordinance ;  they  then  assumed  the 
ground  that  those  articles  should  be  matter  of  com- 
pact between  the  United  States  and  the  people  and 
States  northwest  of  the  Ohio.    But  with  whom 
were  those  articles  matter  of  compact  ?    Not  with 
the  people,  for  there  were  but  few,  if  any,  there ; 
not  wiui  the  States,  for  there  was  not  probaUy 
two  thousand  people  in  the  whole  country,  and 
they  were  hundreds  of  miles  apart,  in  little  vil- 
lages, and  knew  nothing  about  it,  nor  were  they 
ever  consulted,  and,  had  they  been,  no  assent  they 
could  have  given  would  have  bound  the  inhabi- 
tants now  there,  or  the  millions  yet  unborn.    No, 
sir ;  it  was  a  compact  with  the  mountains,  the 
woods,  and  the  lakes,  who  were  personified  and 
made  to  consent  for  inhabitants  yet  to  come.  But, 
Mr.  S.  said,  the  most  remarkable  circumstance 
was  yet  behind  ;  the  question  under  consideration 
was  one  of  the  Constitutional  powers  of  Congress 
under  the  Constitution. 

To  ascertain 'what  powers  Congress  had  under 
the  Constitution,  whicn  was  ratified  the  17th  Sep- 
tember, 1787,  resort  was  made  to  an  ordinance  of 
the  13th  July,  1787,  several  months,  in  <1<l^ prior 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.   The  or- 


1607 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1508 


H.  OP  R. 


Admission  of  Missouri, 


Fbbrdart,  1820. 


dinance  was  passed  hj  the  Old  Congress^  under  the 
Articles  of  Confederation.    The  adoption  of  the 
Federal  Constitution  was  the  formation  of  a  new 
Government,  and  an  abolition  of  the  old ;  and  yet, 
an  ordinance  passed  by  the  former  Government 
was  brought  up  in  judgment  to  define  and  expound 
the  powers  of  Congress  under  a  new  and  totally  dif- 
ferent Government — ^under  a  new  Constitution, and 
new  organization.    Gentlemen  had  contended  that 
Congress  had  revived  and  ratified  the  ordinance  in 
the  act  of  1802,  relating  to  Ohio ;  the  act  of  1816, 
relating  to  Indiana;  and  the  act  of  1818,  in  refer- 
ence to  Illinois;  these  being  the  acts  by  wnich  Con- 
gress authorized  those  States  to  form  a  constitution 
and  State  government.    But,  were  he  to  surrender 
this  part  oi  the  argument  to  gentlemen,  could  it  pos- 
sibly be  deduced,  tnat,  because  Congress  had  revived 
the  ordinance  in  reference  to  any  one  or  all  those 
States,  that,  by  that  revival,  it  would  have  any 
operation  beyond  the  State  actuallv  named,  and  to 
which  it  was  applied  ?    Nor,  had  tne  question  ever 
been  made,  bv  any  of  those  States,  which  Missouri 
now  made,  now  far  Congress  had  the  power  to 
impose  the  provisions  of  that  ordinance  over  a 
State ;  they  had  taken  it  as  a  matter  of  course, 
because  it  comported  with  their  wishes  and  their 
will.    Missouri  did  not  intend  so  to  take  it,  because 
it  neither  promoted  her  interest,  or  complied  with 
her  wishes  or  her  will ;  nor  did  he  believe  that 
either  of  those  States  would  now  acknowledge 
that  they  had  not  the  equal  right  with  any  other 
State  of  the  Union  to  call  a  convention,  and  so 
.alter  their  constitution  as  to  admit  of  slavery ;  and, 
if  they  had  this  right,  the  operation  of  the  ordi- 
nance upon  them  as  a  State  was  void,  and  of  no 
avail.     The  ordinance  of  1787,  then,  was  a  dead 
letter,  so  far  as  it  had  been  resorted  to  as  furnish- 
ing any  explanation  of  the  powers  of  Congress 
under  the  Federal  Constitution,  and  it  was  equally 
inapplicable,  as  precedent,  in  relation  to  Missouri, 
because,  at  no  period  of  the  Territorial  govern- 
ment, had  any  portion  of  its  provisions  been  ex- 
tended to  that  Territory,  save  onlv  those  principles 
that  had  been  incorporated  into  tne  act  of  the  4th 
of  June,  1802,  when  the  second  ^rade  of  govern- 
ment had  been  conferred  upon  Missouri. 

Of  the  eight  States  of  which  Mr.  S.  had  spoken, 
and  that  had  been  incorporated  into  the  Union 
since  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  five  of  them 
were  admitted  as  slaveholding  States,  and  the  other 
three  as  non-slaveholding  States.  Louisiana,  of 
which  he  would  now  speak,  was,  though  not  in 
order  of  time,  the  ninth.  And  arguments  had  been 
drawn  from  the  law  of  1811,  authorizing  her  to 
form  a  constitution  and  State  government,  in  fa- 
Tor  of  the  restriction,  and  prejudicial  to  the  sov- 
ereignty of  Missouri.  The  argument  of  gentle- 
men could  gain  no  strength  by  referring  to  that 
law,  because  it  expressly  excepted  Louibiana  from 
the  operation  of  the  sixth  article  of  the  ordinance 
of  1787,  in  relation  to  slaves.  And,  in  fact,  as 
early  as  1803,  when  a  temporary  government  was 
provided  for  that  portion  of  the  country  now  in- 
cluded in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  the  ordi- 
nance of  1787  extended  to  them,  the  sixth  article  of 
the  ordinance  was  not  considered  applicable  to  their 


condition.  Every  restriction  imposed  on  the  State 
of  Louisiana  was  precisely  those  contained  in  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  that  clause  that  required  them  to  publish 
their  laws  and  judicial  proceedings  in  the  English 
language ;  this  provision  did  not  deduct  from  their 
sovereignty,  and  was  only  shaping  their  laws  and 
proceeding  so  as  to  give  them  ^^fuU  faith  and 
credit"  in  the  other  S^tes  in  the  Union.  (Const. 
U.  S.,  art.  iv.,  sec,  i.)  A  precedent,  to  be  binding, 
ought  to  be  a  decision  made  in  some  siAiiiar  case ; 
none  had  been  produced,  nor  did  any  exist.  The 
ordinance  of  1787,  was  passed  while  that  country 
was  in  the  first  grade  of  Government — ^Missouri 
was  in  the  second  ^rade.  Congress  had  conferred 
on  Missouri  the  right  of  self-government,  in  all 
respects  whatsoever ;  nor  did  he  know  of  any  in- 
stance in  which  Congress  had  interfered  after  such 
a  transfer  of  their  powers.  Then,  of  the  nine 
States  that  had  been  admitted  into  the  Union 
since  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  s\i 
had  been  admitted  as  slaveholding  States,  and 
three  as  non-slaveholding  States ;  the  precedents, 
then,  if  of  any  force,  were  two  to  one  on  the  side 
of  Missouri. 

But,  Mr.  S.  said,  there  was  no  absolute  neccssitr 
to  hang  any  longer  on  the  Constitutional  ^ound. 
It  was  unnecessary  to  argue  from  the  Constitution, 
or  from  precedent,  as  alone  applicable  to  Missouri. 
All  the  powers  Congress  had  over  the  territory 
were  derived  from  solemn  treaty,  and  that  same 
treaty^  gave,  i^arantied,  and  secured,  the  rights 
liberties,  religion,  and  property,  of  the  citizens,  aor 
he  believed  that  the  obligations  Congress  were  ub 
der  to  fulfil  those  engagements,  in  reference  to  tb 
territory,  was  as  strong  as  their  right  to  the  countr 
under  tne  treaty ;  and  a  delay,  unreasonable  in  V 
self,  or  an  ultimate  refusal  on  tne  part  of  Congres 
to  perfect  those  engagements,  might  be  fairly  cor 
strued  to  be  tantamount  to  an  abandonment  of  ti 
country  ceded.    The  stipulation  that  the  territor  ^ 
and  inhabitants  should  be  incorporated  into  x\ 
Union,  was  concurrent  with  the  act  of  acquis 
tion ;   they  formed  part  of  the  same  compat 
When  the  province  was  acquired,  it  was  made  ; 
question  wnether  the  United  States  could,  cons  3 
tutionally,  purchase  and  hold  foreign  territor 
that  question  being  conceded,  and  settled  in  t    i 
affirmative,  it  onlv  remained  to  inquire  how  t 
Government,  would  hold  the  country  acquired  -  i 
whether  the  territory  should  be  admitted  as  Stat   -. 
in  pursuance  of  the  treaty,  or  whether  it  should  .-- 
held  as  provinces  in  vassalage.  ^ 

Mr.  S.  said,  that  the  people  of  Missouri  rel  .-: 
with  perfect  confidence,  for  admission  into  I  . 
Union,  on  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  of  the  31  - 
of  April,  1803 ;  the  words  of  which  were,  "  the  , 
'  habitants  of  the  ceded  territory  shall  be  incor] 
'  rated  into  the  Union  of  the  United  States,  a  '.] 
'  admitted,  as  soon  as  possible,  according  to  i    ' 

*  principles  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  to  the  •  .  ^ 

<  joyment  of  all  the  rights,  advantages,  and  imn   . 
'  nities,  of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and,  in 

<  meantime,  they  shall  be  maintained  and  protec  ■ 
« in  the  free  enjoyment  of  their  liberty,  propei 

*  and  the  religion  which  they  profess."    Vari  ^ 
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ioterpretatioDs  had  been  giTen  to  this  article  of  the 

treaty,  bf  the  advocates  of  the  restriction ;  some 

had  taken  the  broad  ground  that  it  contained  no 

stipolatioo  for  admission  as  a  State  in  any  way ; 

otbers  had  said  that  the  treaty,  in  reference  to  tbe 

people,  wouid  be  fulfilled,  by  giving  them  leave  to 

remote  east  of  the  Mississippi  river,  leavine  all 

their  property  behindhand  there  mizinff,  mingling, 

andbecomiDg  incorporated  into  the  Union  witn 

those  who  reside  on  a  part  of  the  old  territory  of 

the  United  States ;  while  others  had  contended 

that  Missouri  could  only  be  incorporated  into  the 

UaioD  by  being  attached  to  some  portion  of  ^he 

iDcient  territory  of  the  United  States ;  and  others 

had  argued  that  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  only 

related  to  the  citizens  in  the  province  at  the  time 

of  acqttisitioQ,  and  did  not  enure  to  the  advantage 

ot  secority  even  of  your  own  citizens  that  had  re- 

mored  to  the  territory  since  the  treaty ;  and,  to  crown 

the  whole,  some  reasoners,  more  bold  than  others, 

coQifflded  that,  if  the  treaty  did  contain  stipulations 

ibf  admission  as  a  State  into  the  Union,  it  was  not 

btndiiig,  because  the  President  and  Senate  could 

not  oake  a  treaty  to  bind  Congress.     He  would 

sol  follow  gentlemen  through  all  the  mazes  in 

which  they  bad  involved  themselves,  but  would 

^eiiy  examine  what  obligations  Congress  were 

under  by  the  treaty;  what  rights  the  people  had 

under  the  treaty ;  what  was  the  fair  construction 

and  ioteipretation  honest  statesmen  would  crive 

|he  treaty;  and  what  appeared  to  be  the  evident 

intentions  of  the  parties. 

Mr.  S.  hoped  it  was  not  necessary  for  him  to 

if  press  00  American  statesmen  the  inviolable  faith 

<hat  ought  to  be  observed  in  reference  to  treaties  in 

a*  ciTiiized  world.      VaUel,  page  129,  sect.  219, 

"^med  to  wonder  that  any  man  should  think  or 

i<^t  without  regard  to  them:  "Who  can  doubt  that 

treaties  are  io  the  number  of  those  things  that  are 

'Id  be  held  sacred  by  nations?    By  treaties  the 

'K«t important  affairs  are  determined;  by  them 

'>  pretensions  of  sovereigns  are  regulated ;  on 

'^  nations  are  to  depend  for  the  acknowledge 

'^1  of  their  rights,  and  the  security  of  thedear- 

' «» iiterests.     Between  bodies  politic,  between 

.  ^^^^tigns  who  acknowledge  no  superior  on  earth, 

l^r^are  the  only  means  of  adjusting  their  va- 

I  n%  pretensions ;  of  establishing  fixM  rules  of 

^^^;  of  ascertaining  what  they  are  entitled 

^  ^jei^t,  and  what  they  are  to  de}>end  on.    But 

i ,  ^'''^ire  no  better  than  empty  words,  if  nations 

I  °<)  i^ooQsider  them  as  respectable  engagements, 

i^^nis  which  are  to  be  inviolably  observed  by 

^'^rrr^  and  held  sacred  throughout  the  whole 

'^'  And  Fot^ej continues,  in  the  same  page, 

'^^,  that  '<the  faith  ot  treaties,  that  firm 

'^8  ^re  resolution,  that  invariable  constancy 

mWmv  our  engag^ements,  of  which  we  make 

'jbiou  in  a  treaty,  is  therefore  to  be  held  sacred 

'^}  inriobble  between  the  nations  of  the  earth, 

-^  safely  and  repose  it  secures ;  and  if  man- 

^"^  be  not  wilfully  deficient  in  their  doty  to 

j^l^e,  infamy  must  ever  be  the  portion  of 

p  vho  violates  nis  faith."    He  did  not  wish  to 

^^j^barge  retorted  on  his  Government  that 

^  so  correctly  made  by  her  in  regard  to 


Spain.  To  disregard  the  treaty  under  which  Mis- 
souri claimed  admission  into  the  Union,  would  be 
a  double  breach  of  faith ;  first,  as  it  redded  the 
power  with  whom  it  was  made ;  next,  m  relation 
to  the  people  of  Missouri^  for  whose  exclusive  ben- 
efit the  third  article  was  mtroduced.  VcUtdy  in  the 
same  page,  section  221,  declared,  that  "  he  who 

*  violates  his  treaties,  violates^  at  the  same  time, 
'  the  law  of  nations ;  for  he  disregards  the  faith  of 
'  treaties — that  faith  which  the  law  of  nations  de- 
^  clares  sacred ;  and,  so  far  as  depends  on  him,  he 
'  renders  it  vain  and  inefiectual ;  doubly  guilty,  he 
'  does  an  injury  to  his  ally — ^he  does  an  injury  to 

*  all  nations,  and  inflicts  a  wound  on  the  great  so- 
^  ciety  of  mankind."  Mr.  S.  called  on  eentlemen 
to  know  if  they  were  prepared  to  bring  wis  charge 
on  their  Government,  or  to  sustain  it  themselves  ? 
Were  gentlemen  ready  to  sport  with  the  engage- 
ments of  the  nation,  and  set  the  faith  of  treaties  at 
defiance,  by  subjecting  them  to  whimsical  and  con- 
strained constructions  not  recognised  by  the  laws 
of  nations,  and  in  opposition  to  the  plainest  dic- 
tates of  common  sense?  He  believed  ne  had  now 
suf&ciently  estaUished  the  indispensable  necessity 
of  keeping  promises,  alike  interesting  to  the  con- 
tracting parties,  and  to  the  universal  society  of 
mankind. 

But  the  intention  and  meaning  of  the  treaty  of 
cession  had  become  matter  of  ^eat  doubt  with 
gentlemen  in  favor  of  the  restriction.  The  mean- 
ing of  the  treaty  is  said  to  be  involved,  and  tbe 
words  used  obscure.  VcUtelj  pa^  249,  section  273, 
said  that  *' words  are  only  aesignated  to  express- 

*  the  thoughts ;  thus,  the  true  signification  of  an 
^  expression  in  common  use,  is,  the  idea  which 

*  custom  has  affixed  to  that  expression.  It  is,  then, 
'  a  gross  quibble  to  affix  a  particular  sense  to  a 

*  word,  in  order  to  elude  the  true  sense  of  the  en- 
'  tire  expression."  The  word  *' incorporate"  had 
been  said  not  to  mean  admission  as  a  State  into 
the  Union.  Had  the  law  of  nations  and  the 
known  rules  of  construction  been  silent,  the  plain 
and  common  sense  of  every  man  would  teach  him 
what  was  the  intention  of  the  parties  to  the  treaty 
from  the  '*  entire  expression."  It  was  not  fair  to 
select  a  single  word  from  a  whole  sentence,  and 
on  that  alone  to  bottom  what  the  construction  of 
the  whole  sentence  was,  or  ought  to  be.  Vattd^ 
page  249,  section  274,  declar^  that  "all  these 
^  pitiful  subtleties  are  ov^thrown  by  this  unerring 
'  rule.  When  we  evidently  see  what  is  the  sense 
'  that  agrees  with  the  intention  of  the  contracting 
^  parties,  it  is  not  allowable  to  wrest  their  words 
^  to  a  contrary  meaning.     The  intention  suffi- 

*  ciently  known  furnishes  the  matter  of  conven- 
<  tion — ^what  is  promised  and  accepted,  demanded 
'  and  granted."  What,  then,  was  the  true  and 
legitimate  understanding  of  being  "  incorporated 
into  the  union  of  the  United  States?"  Did  it, 
as  some  gentlemen  supposed,  furnish  the  people 
with  the  privilege  of  removing  from  the  territory, 
from  their  property,  and  their  homes,  into  Illinois, 
for  example,  and  there  of  being  incorporated  as 
citizens  of  the  United  States  as  a  pert  of  the  State 
of  Illinois  into  the  Union  ?  And  would  this  com- 
port with  that  part  of  the  treaty  that  secured  to 
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the  iahabitaats  their  liberty  and  their  propNerty  ? 
This  would  be  a  passing  strange  construction  of 
t\se  treaty  in  fact,  to  provide  for  maintaining  the 
citizens  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  their  "  property," 
which,  to  obtain  the  advantajg^e  of  incorporation 
into  thd  Union,  yoii  secure  him  the  "liberty"  to 
leare.  A  construction  such  as  the  one  contended 
for  by  fientlemen  would  not  only  operate  the 
greatest  m justice,  and  that  we  were  not  at  liberty 
to  suppose  a  just  notion  would  do,  but  would  lead 
to  an  absurdity  which  we  ought  always  to  avoid. 
VcUtd,  page  252,  section  282,  said :  "  £very  inter- 
*  pretation  that  leads  to  an  absurdity  ought  to  be 
'  rejected ;  or,  in  other  words,  we  should  not  give 
^  to  any  piece  a  meaning  from  which  any  absurd 
'  consequences  would  follow ;  but  must  mterpret 
'  it  in  such  a  manner  as  to  avoid  absurdity."  He 
could  not  resist  the  conviction  that  an  interpreta- 
tion which  required  of  the  people  of  Missouri  to 
abandon  their  property  to  secure  their  liberty  as 
citizens  under  tne  treaty,  or  that  forbid  their  ad- 
mission into  the  Union,  but  in  conjunction  with 
some  portion  of  the  ancient  territorv,  was,  in  the 
language  of  Vattd^  "a  gross  quibble,"  and  an  "ab- 
surd construction,"  not  within  the  intention  of  the 
parties  to  the  treaty,  which  intention,  in  all  cases 
of  natiooal  and  municipal  law,  was  always  to  be 
regarded  in  construing  the  instrument. 

Mr.  S.  said  that  this  great  rule  of  construing 
the  instrument,  with  reference  to  the  intention  of 
the  parties,  was  laid  down  by  VcUtd,  page  258. 
section  291,  "  to  defeat  the  pretexts  and  pitiful 
'  evasions  of  those  who  endeavor  to  elude  laws  or 
'  treaties.  Good  faith  adheres  to  the  intention, 
'  fraud  insists  on  the  terms,  when  it  thinks  that 
'  they  can  furnish  a  cloak  for  its  prevarications." 
The  fatal  results  that  would  accrue  to  the  rights 
of  one  party,  was  it  left  for  the  other  to  put  such 
construction  as  suited  his  interests  and  views  on 
the  instrument,  wa3  too  apparent  to  require  eluci- 
dation. Vattd,  page  245,  section  265,  gives  it  as 
a  "general  maxim  or  principle,  on  the  subject  of 
interpretation,  that  neither  tne  one  nor  the  other 
of  the  parties  interested  in  the  contract,  has  a 
right  to  interpret  the  deed  according  to  his  own 
fkncy."  Nothing  could  be  more  clear  than  the 
propriety  of  the  rule,  was  it  competent  for  one 
party  to  disregard  the  intention  and  put  such  con- 
struction on  any  instrument  as  comported  widi 
the  views  or  pohcy  of  his  "fancy."  It  would  re- 
sult in  this,  that,  having  the  liberty  of  affixing 
such  meaning  as  you  please  to  my  promise,  you 
would  have  the  power  of  obliging  me  to  do  what- 
ever you  chopse,  contrary  to  my  intention,  and 
beyond  my  real  engagements ;  while,  on  the  other 
hand,  if  I  am  allowed  to  explain  my  promise  as  I 
please,  I  might  render  them  vain  and  illusory  by 
givine  them  a  meaning  quite  different  from  that 
which  they  presented  to  you,  and  in  which  you 
must  have  understood  them  at  the  time  of  your 
accepting  them.  Neither  Missouri  nor  Congress 
had  the  exclusive  right  of  interpreting  the  treaty 
under  which  Missouri  claimed  admission.  He 
was  however  willing,  on  the  part  of  Missouri,  to 
abide  by  that  construction  which  those  rult«  would 
furnish  that  had  been  established  and  practised  on 


lon^  anterior  to  1803;  and  he  had  no  hesitation  ia 
say  mg,  that  the  people  he  represented  would  abide 
by,  and  redeem  his  pledp;e,  on  this,  to  them  the 
most  important  of  all  subjects. 

Mr.  S.  would  not  state  it  as  his  own  opinion 
only,  but  would  support  it  by  another  reference  to 
the  law  of  nations,  VcUUl^  paee  245,  section  226, 
that,  "on  every  accession,  when  a  person  coold 
^  and  ought  to  have  made  known  his  intentions, 
'  we  are  to  assume  for  true  a^nst  him  what  he 
'  has  sufficiently  deeiared."  This  was  an  incon- 
trovertible principle,  and  was  equally  applicable  to 
every  description  of  agreement,  whether,  in  its 
character,  of  a  public  or  private  nature ;  it  was  a 
duty  which  both  individuals  and  States  owed  to 
eacn  other,  who  did  not  mean  to  make  a  Tain 
play  of  words  to  express  themselves  with  truth, 
and  according  to  their  real  intentions;  were  it 
otherwise,  it  would  be  perfectly  useless  to  form 
contracts  or  treaties;  if  the  meaning  could  be 
clearly  collected  from  the  whole  tenor  of  the  in- 
strument, we  were  to  take  that  as  his  evident  in- 
tentions. VattU,  page  246,  section  268,  said  that, 
"  in  the  interpretation  of  a  treaty,  or  of  any  deed 

*  whatever,  the  question  is  to  discover  what  the 
'  contracting  parties  have  a^eed  upon,  to  deter- 
'  mine  precisely,  on  any  particular  occasion,  what 

*  has  been  promised  and  accepted  |  that  is  to  say, 

*  not  only  what  one  of  the  parties  intended  to 
'  promise,  but  also  what  the  other  must  reasonably 
'  and  candidly  have  supposed  to  be  promised  to 

*  him,  what  has  been  sufficiently  declared  to  him, 
'  and  what  must  have  influenced  him  in  his  ac- 
'  ceptance."  He  inquired  of  gentlemen  whether, 
honestly  and  candidly,  it  was  not  sufficiently  eTi> 
dent,  from  the  whole  tenor  of  the  treaty  in  ques- 
tion, that  the  United  States  had  promised  to 
admit  the  ceded  territory  into  the  Union  as  States ; 
and  whether  that  did  not  appear  to  be  one  of  the 
conditions  of  the  acceptance  of  the  terms,  and  the 
transfer  of  the  country?  Gentlemen  had  made 
the  inquiry — "  on  the  words  of  which  of  the  par- 
ties was  the  gpreatest  stress  to  be  laid  ?"  He  was 
prepared  to  give,  from  high  authority,  a  cuncln- 
sive  answer  to  this  interrogatory.  VaUeL,  page 
245-^,  section  267,  said,  "  it  is  very  certain  that, 
'  in  order  to  discover  the  true  meaning  of  the  con- 

<  tract,  attention  ought  principally  to  be  paid  to 
'  the  words  of  the  promising  partv,  for  he  volun- 
'  tarily  binds  himsdf  by  his  words,  and  we  lake 
'  for  true  against  him  what  he  has  sufficiently 

<  declared."  The  United  States  had  voluntarily 
promised  to  "incorporate  the  inhabitants  of  the 
ceded  territory  into  the  union  of  the  United 
States,"  and  we  were  to  take  for  true  that  such 
was  the  imdeRtanding  of  the  parties  to  the  treaty ; 
and  upon  this  ground  the  people  of  Missouri 
claimed  admission  into  the  Federal  Union  as  a 
State. 

Mr.  S.  would  not  enter  into  the  argument  whe- 
ther the  President  and  Senate  c«uld,  by  treaty, 
bind  this  House  to  the  performance  of  any  en- 
gagements; whether  the  treaty-makine  power 
could  or  could  not  lay  Congress  under  olMi^tions, 
was  an  abstract  proposition,  and  not  the  question 
under  consideration.    The  treaty  under   which 
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Missoori  claimed  her  rights  had  not  only  been 
made  by  tli6  Constitutional  and  competent  au- 
thorities of  the  nation,  but  had  actually  receiyed 
the  sanction  of  this  House,  and  of  every  branch  of 
the  GoTemment  in  every  practicable  way.  Vari- 
ous acts  of  Congress  had  been  passed  appropria- 
nng  money  to  carry  the  treaty  into  effect  to  au- 
thcnze  the  President  to  take  possession  of  the 
eoantry,  to  establish  territorial  gorernments  wi th- 
is the  territories — ^liAing  them  from  grade  to  grade 
of  goremment,  until  Louisiana  had,  in  pursuance 
of  the  treaty  and  of  the  promise  contained  ii^the 
act  of  the  second  of  March,  1805,  been  admitted 
as  a  Stale  into  the  Union,  eten  without  any  re- 
striction in  relation  to  slavery,  and  Missouri  had 
now  come  vrepared  to  take  the  same  step^  and, 
however  valid  the  obiection  of  gentlemen  might 
have  been  at  an  early  day,  before  Congress  had 
acted  in  regard  to  the  treaty,  it  was  now  too  late 
to  make  the  objection,  after  an  uniform  concur- 
rence of  various  acts  oi  legislation,  acknowledging 
the  binding  force  of  the  treaty  for  eighteen  years. 

The  treaty,  then,  having  been  made  by  the  con- 
stituted authorities  of  the  country,  having  received 
the  uniform  sanction  of  the  National  Legislature, 
and  being  in  its  object  and  terms  sufficiently  clear, 
the  only  remaining  question  on  this  head  was, 
what  obligations  the  Government  were  under  by 
the  treaty,  and  what  were  the  rights  of  the  peo^ile 
of  Missoari.  VaUd^  page  196,  section  164.  said, 
**  as  the  engagements  of  a  treaty  impose  on  tne  one 
'  hand  a  perfect  obligation,  they  produce  on  the 
'  other  a  perfect  right.  The  breach  of  a  treaty  is, 
'  therefore,  a  vic^ation  of  the  perfect  right  of  the 
'  party  with  whom  we  have  contracted,  and  this 
'  IS  an  act  of  injustice  aeainst  him.'' 

The  obligations  on  tne  part  of  Congress,  under 


restriction  in  question .  The  act  of  1 803  authorized 
the  President  to  take  possession  of  the  country, 
and  to  fix  a  temporary  government ;  and  that  act 
showed  that  Congress,  at  that  time,  felt  something 
like  a  due  regard  for  the  rights  of  the  people,  and 
the  obligations  of  the  treatv ;  for  it  had  authorized 
the  President  to  employ  all  means,  including  mil- 
itary force,  to  maintain  and  protect  the  inhabitants 
in  the  free  enjoyment  of  their  liberty,  property,  and 
religion,  using  the  express  words  of  the  treaty  of 
cession.  The  act  of  1804,  by  which  the  province 
was  divided  into  two  territories,  and  a  temporary 

government  established  for  each,  so  far  as  regarded 
lissouri,  extended  the  powers  of  the  Qovemor 
and  Judges  of  Indiana  over  that  Territory,  and 
gave  them  full  legislative  powers,  but  required  that 
all  the  laws  which  might  lie  passed  should  be  trans- 
mitted and  laid  before  Congress.  When  those 
officers  went  to  the  Territory  they  found  it  full  of 
slaves,  and  one  of  the  first  laws  they  ever  enacted, 
on  the  1st  of  October,  1804,  was  that  regulating 
slaves ;  this  law,  regulating  the  relations  between 
master  and  servant,  was  reported,  by  the  Governor 
and  Judges,  to  be  laid  before  Conzress ;  and,  as  it 
might  be  out  of  order  to  say  that  Congress  had  not 
done  their  duty,  he  was  at  liberty  to  conclude  that 
they  had  passed  on,  and  am>roved  of  the  statute. 
This  law  had  laid  open  to  Government  the  actual 
condition  of  the  country  ;  and,  although  Confpress, 
with  a  full  knowledge  of  this  fact,  had  again,  as 
earlv  as  the  3d  of  March,  1805,  legislated  in  regard 
to  the  territory,  yet  it  had  never  entered  into  weir 
views  to  interfere  on  the  subieet ;  on  the  contrary, 
the  9th  section  of  the  act  ot  1805,  expres^y  eon- 
firmed  and  sanctioned  all  laws  in  the  territory  at 
that  time,  of  which  that  resulatin^  slaves  was  cme, 
so  that  we  were  no  longer  left  to  infer  the  oonsent 


this  valid  treaty,  ^were  ^  perfect"  or  aceolute ;  the   of  Congress  to  the  territorial  law  of  1804,  as  re- 
rights  of  the  people  of  Missouri  were  also  perfect,   garded  slaves,  but  were  at  liberty  to  state  that  Con- 


in  contemplation  of  the  parties  and  the  law  of 
Bations ;  they  had  the  real  and  indubitable  right 
to  require  the  fnlfilment  oi  the  engagement,  a  re- 
fusal was  a  violation  of  the  right,  and  of  the  original 
oUisation ;  there  would  no  longer  be  any  security 
in  &  eommeree  or  contracts  between  mankind,  if 
the  faith  of  promises  were  not  regarded  in  relation  to 
eaeho&er ;  the  security,  the  happiness,  the  tranquil- 
lity, of  the  whole  human  race  depended  on  Justice, 
and  die  regard  that  was  paid  to  the  rights  of'^others. 
The  rights  of  the  ^ple  of  Missouri,  under  the 
treaty,  were  not  limited  to  the  bare  admission  as 
a  State  into  the  Union ;  its  provisions  extended  to 
secoring  diem  in  their  actual  possessions  and  the 
rights  <n  property ;  their  right  to  ask,  nay,  even 
demand  admission  into  ^e  Union  as  a  State,  so 
soon  as  tlieyhad  numbers  sufficientto  entitle  them 
to  a  representation  on  the  fipor  of  Congress,  was 
^fectj  andy  he  hoped,  would  not  be  evaded  or 
reused. 

Mr.  S.  wo^d  now  proceed  to  show,  that,  what- 
ever might  hare  been  the  original  power  of  Con- 
gress over  the  liberties  and  property  of  the  people 
of  Missouri,  they  had  parted  with  that  power,  and 
eonfirmed  the  nettle  in  all  their  rights ;  and  that 
Missouri  has  tne  right,  both  on  the  ground  of  writ- 
ten law  and  custom,  to  declare  exemption  from  the 


gress  had  solemnly  recognised  this  description  of 
property,  and  the  right  of  the  people  to  retain  and 
regulate  it.  In  fact,  the  13th  section  of  the  law  of 
Congress  of  1804,  had  recognised  and  continued  in 
force  all  the  laws  of  the  territonr  at  the  time  of 
aoqubition,  until  the  same  should  be  altered,  mod- 
ified, or  rep^aledp  by  the  local  legislature. 

All  the  Spanish  and  French  laws,  written  and 
unwritten,  had  recognised  the  rights  of  the  people 
to  have  staves,  and  Congress  expressly  acltbowl- 
edged  their  validity  and  bindinc^  force.  The  act 
of  1804  had  made  a  distinction  oetween  the  T«- 
ritories  of  Orleans  and  Louisiana,  (now  Missouri :) 
the  10th  section  of  that  law  had  prohibited  Or- 
leans— ^first,  from  importing  daves ;  second,  from 
introducing  those  im]X)rted  after  1798*;  and,  thirdly, 
against  all  introduction  except  by  actual  settlers. 
But  those  provisions  were  confined  to  theTerrittyry 
of  Orleans,  and  never  were  extended  to  the  upper 
territory ;  it  was  so  much  inore  inland  that  Con- 
gress believed  it  unnecessary  to  make  any  provi- 
sions on  the  subject,  and  the  upper  territwy  was 
left  to  act  aeeording  to  her  own  discretion. .  The 
two  acts  of  Congress  of  the  second  and  third  of 
March,  1805,  had  made  another  distinction  that 
was  favorable  to  the  pretension  of  Missouri :  w 
those  laws  the  omnipotent  ordinance  of  1787,  wita 
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the  exception  of  the  6th  article,  was  extended  to 
Orleans ;  but  no  part^  or  clause  thereof,  had  ever 
b^en  extended  to  Missouri;  and  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  (Mr.  Clagett) 
was  rastly  mistaken  when  he  supposed  that  the 
ordinance  was  ever  extended  to  Missouri,  either  by 
positive  law,  or  the  inference  he  had  drawn  from 
the  powers  of  the  Qovemor  and  Jadfires  of  Indiana 
having  been  extended  over  the  Ikussissippi.  It 
certainly  could  not  be  sound  reasoning  to  say,  that, 
b^ause  those  officers,  when  in  Indiana,  were  sub- 
ject to  the  operation  of  the  ordinance,  that  when 
they  crossed  the  Mississippi,  they  had  carried  it  on 
their  shoulders  and  packed  it  on  the  people  of  Mis- 
souri. Orleans,  however,  notwithstanding  the  inhi- 
bition in  regard  to  the  introduction  of  smves  con- 
tained in  the  act  of  1804,  and  the  extension  of 
the  ordinance  by  the  law  of  1805^  had  been  admit- 
ted into  the  Union  as  a  State,  without  any  restric- 
tion ;  and  Missouri,  although  never  subjected  to 
any  restriction  or  control,  m  relation  to  slaves, 
was  now,  for  the  first  time,  after  a  lapse  of  eighteen 
years,  during  all  which  time  every  encouragement 
nad  oeen  given,  and  the  tenor  of  every  act  run 
counter  to  the  present  pretensions,  to  be  apprized 
of  this  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  Grovernment, 
and  suspended  from  the  Union  if  she  refused  to 
comply.  All  the  laws  to  which  he  had  referred, 
were  passed  during  the  time  the  territories  were  in 
the  first  grade  of  government ;  and  in  each  act, 
Congress  seemed  to  have  reserved  something  like 
a  superintending  power  over  the  territorial  laws, 
by  having  required  copies  of  all  their  acts  to  be 
transmitted  to  be  laid  before  Congress. 

But  the  act  of  the  4th  June,  1812,  establishing 
the  Missouri  Territory,  and  giving  the  second  grade 
of  government,  had  dropped  this  and  all  other  pro- 
visions, indicating  any  thing  like  a  superintendence 
over  the  laws  of  tne  territory,  and  had  given  to  the 
local  legislature  all  legislative  power  without  re- 
serve.   This .  act  had  given  to  the  Executive  all 
the  powers  possessed  by  the  Executives  of  the 
States,  and  even  more,  tor  the  Governor  had^  in 
addition  to  granting  pardons  for  ofiences  against 
the  territory,  the  power  to  grant  reprieves  for  crimes 
against  the  United  States.    This  law  had  x^pi- 
lated  the  representation,  and  based  it  on  the  free 
white  population  of  the  country ;  thereby  acknowl- 
edf^ing  that  Congress  were  well  apprized  of  the 
existence  of  other  than  free  whites  in  the  territory. 
This  act,  in  addition  to  the  treaty,  naturalized  the 
citizens  and  regulated  their  privileges;  and  again 
declared  that  free  white  males  alone  should  be  eli- 
gible to  offices,  and  competent  as  jurors.    It  gave 
to  the  legislature,  the  right  to  regulate  the  rules  of 
its  own  proceedings,  freedom  from  arrest,  and  from 
question  elsewhere^  and  all  and  absolute  powers  of 
legislation,  excepting  and  reserving  none;  and 
again  confirmed  all  uiws  in  existence  in  the  terri- 
tory up  to  that  time,  of  which  that  regulating 
slaves,  as  formerly,  was  still  one.    The  14th  and 
15th  sections  of  tne  act  of  1812,  contained  all  the 
provisions,  that  now  formed  the  propositions  to  the 
State,  iu  the  law  under  consideration ;  they  were 
all  the  beople  had  notice  of,  or  had  the  rifht  to 
expect  Uongress  would  require,  at  the  time  of  their  ^ 


admission,  and  all,  he  believed,  Congress  could 
reasonably  ask  or  constitutionally  impose. 

Mr.  8.  would  now  endeavor  to  point  out  some 
of  the  absurdities  and  inconsistencies  growing  out 
of  this  sweeping  doctrine  of  gentlemen.  The 
lovers  of  this  country  ought  to  remember  that  the 
General  Government  were  gradually  assumiiig 
authority,  and  increasing  the  latitude  of  construc- 
tion. Did  members  understand  what  Miss^ouri  re- 
quired of  Congress  ?  She  did  not  ask  a  magna 
charta,  or  to  have  a  bill  of  rights  dealt  out  to  hei, 
for  she  had  both  in  the  Constitution  of  the  land 
and  in  the  treaty  of  cession — she  only  a^ed  of 
Confess  the  mere  means  of  orj^nization.  Mis- 
souri might  do,  by  her  local  legislature,  what  she 
desired  Con|;r^ss  now  to  do ;  she  might  authorize, 
by  virtue  of  inherent  right,  the  election  of  members 
to  a  convention ;  and  that  convention,  when  met, 
might  form  a  constitution — she  niight  do  all  this, 
and  produce  the  patriotic  State  ofxeanessee  and 
others,  as  an  example. 

The  only  difficulty  that  could  exist  in  this  course, 
would  be  that  of  boundaries;  on  the  one  hand,  all 
the  people  intended  to  be  included  within  the  State 
might  not  be  represented  in  convention;  on  the 
other,  the  convention  might,  in  part,  be  composed 
of  members,  some  of  whom  might  not  ultimately 
fall  within  the  State  boundaries.  It  was  not  by 
virtue  of  any  grant  from  Congress  that  the  people 
of  Missouri  derived  their  right  to  form  a  constitu- 
tion :  if  it  was,  then  it  would  be  competent  for 
gentlemen  to  argue  that  Congress  could  impose 
conditions  in  making  the  grant.  The  leading 
spirit  of  all  American  institutions,  nay,  the  essence 
of  American  liberty,  was,  that  the  people  had  the 
inherent  ri^ht  to  make,  mend,  alter,  cnange,  and 
modify,  their  own  form  of  government.  Missouri, 
then,  only  asked  the  assistance  of  Congre&s  in  call- 
ing a  convention,  and  not  to  dictate  what  that 
convention  should  do  when  assembled.  But,  in 
affording  this  assistance,  which  was  mere  matter 
of  form,  Congress  were  undertaking  to  attach  to  it 
matter  of  substance,  and  to  regulate  the  State  of 
Missouri,  and  that,  too,  permanently  and  forever, 
on  one  of  the  most  important  points  of  internal 
policy. 

It  might  be  important  on  this  question  to  clearly 
understand  what  was  a  constitution.  Mr.  8 .  would 
define  it  to  be,  a  fundamental  law,  establishing  a 
form  of  government,  defining  its  parts,  its  pow- 
ers, its  rehitions,  and  its  duties,  beinff  paramount 
to,  and  even  controlling,  the  Legislature.  The 
power  that  bound  a  legislature  must  be  sove- 
reign ;  the  authority  that  made  a  constitution  was 
that  sovereign  power,  and  ought  to  be  above  all 
buqdan  control.  But,  if  Congress  had  the  author- 
ity both  to  bind  the  Legislature  of  Missouri  and  to 
control  their  convention,  then  it  followed  that 
Con^rress  were  the  sovereic^ns  of  the  people  of  Mis- 
souri, and  they  were  not  left  the  poor  privilege  of 
choosing  masters.  The  essential  attributes  of  sov- 
ereignty, of  saying  who  shall  be  the  rulers,  and 
what  quantity  of  power  they  should  have,  and  how 
distributed^  was  taken  away  from  the  people.*  Time 
and  experience,  by  which  all  governments  im- 
proved, would  be  of  no  use  to  that  people,  in 
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gard  to  one  part  of  their  constitution.    The  inde- 
pendence of  the  State,  so  far  as  it  could  be  effected 
by  the  operation  of  the  restriction,  was  gone,  and 
all  modfflcation.  of  their  ^vernment,  so  far  as  it 
depended  on  their  constitution,  was  to  be  inhibited 
to  them.    Among  the  constellation  of  States,  seem- 
ing CO  act  in  concert  under  one  common  head, 
claiming  the  advantajg^es  and  privileges  of  one  com- 
mon constitution,  Missouri  would  present  an  ano- 
malous case  of  a  people  in  America  not  governed 
bf  their  own  consent  and  free  will,  but  by  that  of 
another ;  yet,  it  iw^as  pretended  that  this  was  self- 
government  ;  it  inras,  however,  a  limited,  degrafded, 
conditional,  dependent  independence,  unknown  to 
the  principles  and  genius  of  oar  institutions.    The 
very  act  ci  forming  a  constitution  was  a  sovereign 
and  independent  exercise  of  power,  resting  alone, 
for  the  authority  to  do  sa  on  the  free  will  of  those 
concerned,  and  on  the  law  of  man,  which  was 
paramount  to  all  law  and  all  constitutions,  and, 
were  we  to  go  back  one  step  more,  it  would  be 
found  that  the  election  of  members  of  a  convention 
was  one  of  the  very  first  independent  and  sovereign 
acts  that  a  people  could  do ;  for,  was  not  the  elec- 
tion of  membm  of  a  convention  a  sovereign  act, 
the  sovereignty  of  the  people  would  not  be  repre- 
sented, which  was  essential  in  fixing  first  prin- 
ciples and  establishing  a  form  of  government. 
But,  how  did  the  ca&e  stand  here  ?    It  was  true 
that  Mt.  S.  was  now  heard,  and  was  pleading 
the  cause  of  the  people  of  Missouri — yes,  poorly 
pleading  it;  bat  was  Missouri  represented  here? 
Had  he  a  Tpte  to  give  on  this  or  any  other  ques- 
tion, and  was  he  ever  to  give  his  assent,  it  would 
not  bind  the  most  obscure  individual  in  the  land ; 
and  he  was  still  further  deprived  of  the  privilege 
of  entering  his  dissent  to  this  measure  on  the  Jour- 
nab  of  the  House.     The  restriction  under  debate 
was  to  form  an  irrevocable  feature  in  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  Missouri  was 
not  only  unrepresented  in  Congress,  but  she  was 
to  be  deprived  of  the  privilegeof  beins  represented 
even  in   convention  on  this  |ioint — ^that  was,  she 
should  not  exercise  her  free  will  on  this  as  on  other 
questions  to  be  taken  into  consideration  in  the  for- 
mation of  her  constitution,  but  was  absolutely  and 
unconditionally  to  submit  to  the  restriction.    This 
being  the  true  state  of  the  case^  it  resulted  in  this 
absurdity,  that  part  of  the  constitution  of  the  State 
of  Missouri  ^was  to  be  left  to  the  people,  subject  to 
such  altetations  and  modifications  as  time  and  ex- 
perienee  should  render  necessary;  but  the  other 
portions  of  the  constitution  Congress  were  parties 
to,  being  matter  of  compact,  and,  like  the  law;;  of 
the  Medes  and  Persians,  was  irrevocable  and  up- 
alterable.    The  corollary^  of  the  most  inconsistent 
character,  that  resulted  from  the  restriction,  was, 
that  a  portion  of  the  constitution  of  the  State  of 
Missouri  w^ould  derive  its  existence  from  Congress, 
while  another  portion  of  the  same  constitution 
gave  being  to  a  part  of  Congress  itself;  where  the 
conclusion  ^was  so  repugnant  to  the  dictates  of 
common  sense,  we  were  compelled  to  acknowledge 
that  the  premises  were  somewhere  wrong. 

Mr.  S«  had  said,  that  an  act  of  Congress  to  au- 
thorize the  people  of  Missouri  to  elect  members 


and  to  meet  in  convention,  was  mere  ceremony, 
and  might  have  been  done  b]r  the  Territorial  Le- 
gislature. In  performing  this  act  of  ceremony, 
what  were  Congress  about  to  do?  They  were 
about  to  interlope  a  condition,  the  effect  of  which, 
if  Missouri  refused  to  accede,  was,  the  authorized 
convention  of  the  people  of  Missouri  was  not  aa 
authorized  convention ;  and  the  constitution  itself, 
which  they  had  formed  in  pursuance  of  law,  and 
by  virtue  of  inherent  rights,  was  not  a  convention^ 
and  every  conclusion  drawn  from  the  necessary 
independence  essential  to  the  act  amounted  to 
nothing. 

Congress  were  about  to  prejudge  the  people  of 
Missouri.  How  did  gentlemen  know  what  provis- 
ions thev  intended  to  make  in  their  constitution? 
How  did  gentlemen  know  whether  the  constitu- 
tion of  Missouri  would  be  republican  or  otherwise  ? 
With  the  aid  of  all  their  optics  and  political  saga- 
city, thev  were  not  able  to  pronounce  that  thft 
people  of  Missouri  would  not  tender  a  constitution 
m  every  way  comporting  with  the  letter  and  spirit 
of  the  Federal  Constitution,  and  perhaps  comply- 
ing with  the  wishes  of  gentlemen.  This  was  not 
the  time  to  talk  of  conditions :  impartial  judges 
always  waited  till  the  whole  case  was  laid  open, 
before  they  made  up  their  opinions.  Congress, 
then,  ought  to  suspend  their  operations  until  they 
had  seen  and  examined  the  constitution  of  Mis- 
souri: it  was  then,  and  not  till  then,  that  Congress 
could  be  able  to  determine  whether  its  principles 
were  republican,  and  its  provisions  just.  Mr.  8. 
was  disposed  to  be  charitable,  but  he  really  could 
not  believe  that  gentlemen  were  serious  when  they  - 
contended  that  Congress,  as  the  guardians  or  mas- 
ters of  the  Territory  of  Mmourij  had  the  right  to 
dictate  what  should  be,  the  attributes  of  sovereignty 
of  the  SUeU  of  Missouri^  hereafter  to  be  formea. 
He  protested  against  the  principle  that  the  repre- 
sentatives of  States  and  the  people  could  rightfully 
impose  shackles  or  restrictions  on  the  States  or  on 
the  people.  This  would  be  reversing  one  of  the 
plainest  maxims,  and  placing  the  creature  above 
the  creator ;  for  Cpngress — nay,  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution itself — ^was  but  the  creature  of  the  people 
and  of  the  States.  Suppose  the  people  of  Mis- 
souri were  to  meet  in  convention,  under  this  law 
of  Congress,  and  to  make  a  constitution  comport- 
ing with  all  its  provisions,  save  only  the  restric- 
tion, and  that  they  were  to  reject — wnat  would  be 
the  consequences.  Had  gentlemen  weighed  them, 
as  it  was  their  duty  to  do  ?  Could  Congress  do 
any  thing  more  than  refuse  her  admission  ?  Would 
Missouri  progress,  as  a  State  government,  out  of 
the  pale  of  the  Constitution  and  your  laws;  or 
would  she  resolve  back  to  a  Territory  ? — A  case 
that  might  lead  to  awful  consequences,  and  quite 

Erobable  to  occur,  might  with  great  propriety  be 
ere  stated  for  the  consideration  of  the  members. 
Missouri  having  formed  her  constitution,  proceeds 
to  organize  her  government,  elects  her  Governor, 
establishes  her  judiciary,  appoints  her  judges,  ana 
proceeds  as  a  Sute.  Congress,  in  consequence  of 
her  not  complying  with  the  restriction,  affects  to 
consider  her  as  a  Territory,  and  appoints  her  a 
Governor,  commissions  her  judges  and  other  offi- 
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cers,  and  they  repair  to  their  posts  to  undertake 
their  duties.  The  people  of  Missouri  say,  you  are 
not  our  officers ;  we  will  not  be  ruled  by,  nor  will 
'we  submit  to,  your  adjudication  on  our  rights. 
What  were  gentlemen  prepared  to  do?  Would 
they  shameMly  retreat,  ana  permit  Missouri  to  be 
triumphant,  or  would  they  rally  an  army,  and  force 
submission  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  ?  What ! 
^ed  the  blood  of  the  people  of  Missouri — your 
friends,  your  brothers—oecause  they  contend  for 
the  right  of  self-government — ^for  being  Americans ! 
That  portion  of  the  States  that  think  Congress 
liave  not  the  power  to  impose  restrictions  on  the 
people  of  Missouri  will  not  join  in  the  crusade,  nor 
will  they  suffer  Missouri  to  be  subdued ;  because, 
if  she  falls  in  contending  ac^inst  the  principles  of 
the  restriction,  their  turn  will  next  come.  The  bay- 
onets of  Southern  and  Western  men  would  not 
reach  Southern  and  Westerh  hearts.  If  it  had 
"been  foretold  by  any  one,  that  in  the  short  period  of 
thirty-three  years  after  the  adoption  of  the  Federal 
Constitution,  that  in  America  the  spectacle  would 
hare  been  exhibited  of  a  nortion  of  the  people 
contending  for  the  right  ot  self-goTernment,  and 
the  rieht  was  to  them  denied,  he  would  not  only 
baye  been  placed  among  the  false  prophets  of  the 
dar,  but  would  hare  been  called  a  madman,  if  not 
a  lool.  And  yet  such  was  the  melancholy  fact, 
and  that,  too,  grarely  contended  for  on  the  floor  of 
the  American  Congress  I  But  this  was  not  the 
only  danger,  if  the  doctrine  of  the  restrictionist  was 
carried  into  practice.  There  were  others,  that^  if 
not  so  immeaiately  obrious,  were  eaually  certain ; 
one  was,  that,  under  this  latitude  of  construction. 
Congress  mi^ht  go  so  far  As  to  make  the  new 
States  depend  on  Congress  for  all  their'  powers 
and  all  their  privileges.  New  States  thus  admit- 
ted might  in  the  end  enlist  on  the  side  of  the  Gen- 
eral Gk}remment.  and  swallow  up  the  old  States — 
poducing  consolidation.  They  would  naturally 
fed  deffraded,  and  entertain  at  least  a  disposition 
to  abridge  the  superior  pririleees  of  other  States, 
and  reduce  them  to  a  level  with  themselres,  While 
the  other  side  would  present  a  view  of  the  great 
embarrassments  that  would  arise  in  defining  the 
proper  line  of  jurisdiction  among  a  confederation 
of  states,  not  possessing  the  same  powers  and 
privileges.  Jealousies  and  distrusts  roust  follow 
such  a  state  of  things,  that  would  have  a  tendency 
to  disunion;  nor^was  it  reasonable  to  suppose  that 
any  State  would  long  support  the  GJeneral  Gov- 
ernment, if  that  Government  interfered  with  its 
domestic  concerns. 

It  has  been  rightly  said  that  this  part  of  the 
Constitution  yas  matter  of  compromise.  The 
framers  of  that  instrument  had  taken  special  care 
not  to  interfere  on  those  subjects  where  the  lieeKngs 
and  interests  of  the  several  States  were  so  much 
at  mriance.  Gentlemen,  however,  more  wise  than 
their  ancestors,  wished  to  do  that,  by  an  act  of 
general  legialation,  which  the  Constitution  had 
thought  most  prudent  to  leave  to  the  States  respec- 
tively. If  Missouri  was  not  to  have  the  right  of 
domestic  slavery,  from  whence  did  the  other  States 
in  the  Union  derive  th^  right  ?  They  enjoyed  it 
before  the  Confederation;  they  enjoyed  it  under 


the  Confederation ;  and  stipulated  for  its  duration 
and  preservation  under  the  Constitution — that 
Constitution  which  provided  for,  not  only  the 
States  that  were  then  rarties  thereto,  hot  ior  all 
other  new  States  that  Confess  mignt  thereafter 
admit  to  a  participation  in  the  compact. 

Mr.  S.  could  see  no  essential  difference  in  prin- 
ciple between  dictating  the  whole  or  any  part  of  a 
constitution  to  a  new  State,  and  the  alteration  or 
total  abolition  of  the  constitution  of  an  old  State ; 
that  feature,  or  rather  that  silence  in  the  constitu- 
tions of  some  of  the  States,  which  permitted  the 
citizens  to  hold  slaves,  seemed  particularly  to  fall 
under  the  ban  of  gentlemen,  as  anti-repbblican. 
If  such  was  the  fact,  and  the  power  contended  for, 
in  relation  to  Missouri,  was  possessed,  why  not, 
at  one  dash,  blot  it  out  from  all  those  constitu- 
tions ?  Why  not,  in  the  rage  for  universal  eman- 
cipation, liberate  all  the  coffees  of  the  nation; 
brmg  them  to  the  hasting ;  let  them  vote ;  make 
them  alone,  or  in  part,  elif  iUe  to  all  the  offices  in 
the  Government;  place  thetn  under  the  canopy 
where  the  chairman  was  then  sitting ;  &l  them  in 
the  judgment  seats ;  promote  intermarriages ;  and 
make  us  one  people?  If  Congress  had  the  right 
to  abolish  slavery,  they  must  have  concurrent 
right  to  abolish  the  right  of  representation  attached 
to  them.  Why  did  not  gentl«kien  go  the  whole? 
Why  fritter  down,  by  piecemeal,  the  rights  of  the 
slaveholding  States?  But  look  at  the  other  side 
of  this  mammoth  power.  He  desired  to  bring 
the  question  home  to  gentlemen.  A  member  from 
Ohio  (Mr.  Brush)  had  contended  that,  under  the 
8th  section  of  the  Uonstitution  that  gave  Coi^ess 
the  power  "  to  provide  for  the  common  defence 
and  genial  welfare,"  they  eoM  impose  the  restric- 
tion on  Missouri,  because  he  had  assumed  it  for 
granted,  that,  to  limit  the  ne^iroes  to  certain  lati- 
tudes, and  to  confine  them  within  certain  limits, 
would  be  promoting  the  common  defence  and  gen- 
eral welfare.  Now,  what  woudd  contribute  to  tt^ 
common  defence  and  general  welfare  was  mere 
matter  of  opinion,  and  it  was  not  always  that  the 
means  used  produced  the  end ;  a  mistake  in  the 
one  whs  sure  to  defeat  the  other,  and  it  appeared 
to  Mr.  S.  much  more  reasonable  to  suppose  that 
the  common  defence  was  weakened,  and  the  gen- 
eral welfare  mueh  more  endangered,  by  oonfinii^ 
the  slaves  within  certain  districts,  condenariRg  their 
population,  and  enabling  them  to  act  ia  concert, 
than  to  spread  them  over  a  vast  extent  of  territory, 
distributing  them  in  small  proportions  anKm^  the 
whites,  and  thus  prevent  the  probability  of  kisiir- 
rection,  from  a  ¥rant  of  capacity-  to  'Ooneentrate 
their  for<ies.  If.  then,  an-  occasional  majority  of 
Congress  had  tne  right,  under  this  or  any  other 
clause  of  the  Constitution,  to  say  that,  in  their 
opinion,  it  promoted  the  common  defence  and 
general  welrare  that  slavery  should  not  exist  in 
certain  States  of  the  Uni(m ;  a  counter  majority, 
at  any  other  time,  under  the  same  clause  of  the 
Constitution,  would  have  the  power  to  declare 
that  it  comported  with  their  views  of  comnKm 
defence  and  general  welfare  that  it  should  exist 
in  all  the  States,  and  that  the  non-sJarebolding 
Slates  should  admit  shives  within  their  borders. 
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under  pain  of  snspensicHi  or  expulsion  from  the 
Union.    How  would  gentlemen  then  stand  affect- 
ed?   Would  thejT  not  then  declare  against  this 
mighty  power,  exercised  upon  mere  speculation, 
whether  this  or  that  measure  promoted  the  com- 
mon defence  and  general  welfare  of  the  nation  ? 
In  point  of  &ct  there  was  hut  little,  if  any,  differ- 
ence between  taking  away,  or  forcing  upon,^any 
person  or  people  that  which  they  did  or  did  not 
want ;  each  was  equally  a  violation  of  their  rights. 
Gk)yemments  were  instituted  as  much  for  the 
protection^  of  the  property  as  the  person  of  the 
goremed.    So  sacred  was  this  principle  that,  in 
no  instance,  by  the  Constitution  of  the  land,  could 
private  property  be -taken,  even  for  public  use, 
without  compensation.    But  what  compensation 
was  offered  to  Missouri  for  this  privation  of  her 
lights?    What  remuneration  was  offered  to  the 
slaveholdin^  States,  who  had  an  equal  interest  in 
Missouri  with  the  non-8laveholdtn|^  States,  for 
this  deprivation  of  their  right  to  emigrate  to  that 
cnountry  with  their,  slaves  ?   Did  not  the  restriction 
take  from  this  portion  of  the  community  a  part  of 
their  interest  in  that  Territory,  and  diminish  the 
value  of  the  lands  they  had  already  purchased 
for  themselves  and  their  children?    In  fact,  it 
amounted  to  a  fraud  on  the  purchasers ;  the  lands 
had  been  sold  while  certain  regulations  existed, 
that  induced  them  to  purchase,  and  to  pay  a  higher 
price  for  the  soil ;  but,  so  soon  as  Congress  reap 
the  a<[vantages  of  these  false-pretences,  tney  then, 
for  the  first  time,  foreclose  the  right  of  the  citizens 
to  take  with  them  their  hands  to  operate  on  the 
soil  which  they  purchased,  alone  with  that  view. 
Between  individuals  in  a  court  of  justice,  (if  there 
was  anv  justice  left  in  the  land.)  money,  paid  un- 
der sucn  circumstances,  could  be  recovered  back, 
and  the  enforcements  of  the  out-standing  payments 
be  enjoined.    By  the  Constitution -of  the  Union. 
Congress  could  pass  no  "  ex  post  /ocferlaw,  or  bill 
of  attainder,  or  any  law  Working  the  ccMrruption  of 
blood,  or  forfeiture  of  property."    The  restriction 
in  question  was  ex  poet  /ado.  as  rdmded  the  Mis- 
sourian^  because  it  divested  nim  oi  a  vested  right 
in  the  liberation  of  his  slaves ;  it  was  ex  post  facto 
as  related  to  the  vested  right  that  the  purchaser  of 
land  acquired  at  the  time  of  purchase,  to  take  with 
him  to  the  country  any  description  of  property 
that  would  facilitate  the  improvement  and  culti- 
vation of  his  land.    Such  was  the  inducement  and 
reasonable  expectation  at  the  time  of  purchase. 
Let  the  restriction  become  a  law,  and  the  emi- 
grant would  stand  httainted  and  convicted  of  a 
crime  that  operated  a  fotfeiture^of  his  property,  if' 
he  removed  to  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  took  nis 
slaTes  with  him ;  tfnd  that  amendment  to  the  5th 
article  of  the  Con^itution  which  declared  that  no 
person  should  be  deprived  of  life,  liberty,  or  pro- 
perty, without  due  course  of  law,  became  inoper- 
atiTe,  an4  the  citizen  was  divested  of  his  pro^ty 
without  Constitution,  or  law,  or  judge,  or  jurv. 
Surely  eentlemen  were  wrong  wbien  they  sou^nt 
refiige  for.  the  power  to  impose  ihis  restriction 
under  that  portion  of  the  Constitution  that  au- 
^orized  Congress  to  **  regulate  the  intercourse 
betwaen  the  several  States,  and  between  the  Uni* 


ted  States  and  foreign  Gk)vemments."  Missouri 
was  not  yet  any  portion  of  a  foreign  Government; 
and  the  right  to  make  regulations  between  the 
several  States,  was  essentially  different  from  mak- 
ing a  restriction  or  regulation  in  respect  to  one 
particular  State.  When  Congress  acted  betvveen 
the  several  States,  they  had  an  eye  to  something 
like  reciprocity ;  but  here  there  was  none — all  the 
advantages  and  privileges  were  taken  from  Mis- 
souri, ai^  none  given  in  exchange. 

By  the  principles  of  the  Revolution  Missouri 
could  not  be  taxed  without  a  representation  and 
her  own  consent,  yet  she  had  been  taxed  during 
the  late  war,  and  had  most  cheerfully  furnished 
her  quota  of  men  and  of  money,  without  murmur- 
ing or  exhibiting  one  symptom  of  discontent.  So 
much  for  a  peope's  surrendering  the  smallest  por- 
tion of  their  rights.  Gentlemen,  presuming  on 
their  patriotism  and  love  of  country,  were  now,  in 
continuation,  about  to  tax  them  out  of  their  rights 
and  privileges,  and  leave  them  without  the  meaqs 
of  redress. 

Mr*  S.  would  ask  gentlemen  whether  the  people 
of  Missouri  were  to  be  considered  free  and  indepen- 
dent before  the  formation  of  their  constitution 
&nd  admission  into  the  Union?  or,  whether  they 
became  free  and  independent  only  after  tI\eiT  ad- 
mission as  a  State?  if  they  became  free  and. in- 
dependent alone  by  the  act  of  admission,  then  it 
would  follow  that  they  were  not  competent  to 
form  a  constitution,  because  they  did  not  possess 
the  free  will  and  sovereignty  that  was  essential  to 
such  an  act;  and  as  tne  General  Government 
was  confederated,  and  formed  by  compact,  Mis- 
souri could  not  be  considered  capable  of  entering 
into  the  compactive  Union  because  ^he  was  not 
a  free  a^ent.  But  if,  on  the  other  hand,  Missouri 
m^  to  be  considered  as  free  and  independent  be- 
fore she  fofmed  a  constitution  and  was  admitted 
into  the  Union,  how  was  she  to  lose  that  independ- 
ence after  her  constitution  was  formed?  The 
case  had  already  been  supposed,  that  Missouri, 
having  formed  her  constitution,  proceeded  to  her 
operations  as  a  State;  he  would  now  put  it  to 
gentlemen  in  another  shape,  and  inquire  if  they 
did  not  intend  to  use  force,  to  what  other  descrip- 
tion of  process  they  would  resort  to  effect  a  repeal 
of  the  charter  of  Missouri?  A  qtu)  warramton^ 
been  named.  What !  declare  Missouri  out  of  the 
pale  of  the  Constitution,  not  amenable  tp  your 
laws,  not  c^  member  of  the  federal  family,  and  con- 
sequently, not  within  the  jurisdiction  of  your 
cdurts ;  and  yet  to  issue,  from  one  of  those  v^ry 
courts,  9LQW0  warranto f  to  inquire  by  what  authority 
the  people  exercised  the  right  of  self-ffovernment? 
Mr.  S.  said  that  if  it  Wtis  reserved  for  him  to  make 
a  return  to  that  writ  he  would  endorse  upon  it  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  and  reply  that  the 
rij^ht  was  from  God.  Gentlemen  would  find,  that, 
ifsuch  an  unhappy  state  of  things  was  produced 
by  the  restriction,  it  would  be  necesary  to  issue 
some  other  description  of  process  to  aeprtve  that 
peo|]ie  of  their  right  of  sdf-govemment. 

It  certainly  did  not  require  any  argument  to 
prove  that  Congress  could  not  incorporate  a  people 
and  tnake  ihem  a  State  without  their  consent,  and 
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if  they  could  not,  it  followed  that  the  converse  of 
the  proposition  was  true,  that  it  was  their  own 
free  will  and  consent  that  made  them  a  State, 
and  not  the  act  of  Congress.  Members,  however, 
had  taken  the  other  ground,  and  had  argued  as 
though  the  law  in  debate  was  to  constitute  the 
State  of  Missouri ;  but  the  manner  of  its  applica- 
tion was  indeed  very  sinj^ular — ^it  was  thus:  That 
if  the  constitution  of  Missouri,  made  in  pursuance 
of  this  law,  turned  out  to  suit  Congress,  then  the 
State  and  the  people  were  to  be  considered  as  ex 
post  /ado  independefU,  but  if  that  constitution,  on 
presentation,  was  not  palatable,  then,  this  Uffer- 
demain  policy  did  not  attach  to  the  condition  of 
Missouri,  and  she  was  to  be  considered  as  not  hav- 
ing acted  at  all.  The  same  laws  and  principles  of 
eternal  justice,  that  ought  to  regulate  individuals 
in  their  private  transactions,  ought  also  to  be  re- 
garded by  States  and  nations ;  one  of  ttieae  was, 
that  a  bond  or  an  indenture,  entered  into  under 
duress,  was  not  binding  on  the  party.  By  a  parity 
of  reasoning,  was  Missouri  to  form  a  constitution 
under  the  ban  of  the  nation,  would  it  be  binding 
on  her  after  admission  ? 

If  the  ground  taken  by  gentlemen,  practically 
speaking,  be  correct,  that  all  negroes  and  their  in- 
crease are  naturally  free,  why  dragoon  Missouri 
into  a  Constitutional  acknowledgment  of  the  fact? 
Why  make  them  declare  what  the  law  of  nature 
had  already  declared  J  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
attitude  assumed  be  indefeasible,  why  enact  a  re- 
striction that  the  State  could  turn  round  and  re- 
peal? Why  produce  such  an  unpleasant  collision 
oetween  the  Federal  and  State  authorities?  It  was, 
indeed,  matter  of  regret  to  see  gentlemen  persevere 
in  spending  their  time  and  the  people's  money  in 
legislating  to  no  effect,  as  though  they  were  de- 
puted here  to  rivet,  either  by  direct  or  indirect 
means,  the  shackles  on  a  portion  of  their  fellow- 
citizens.  Missouri  did  not  intend,  by  any  act  of 
hers,  to  furnish  the  argument,  that  sne  had  con- 
sented to  remain  in,  or  to  return  to  vassalage.  And 
was  she  to  meet  and  form  a  constitution  under 
such  circumstances,  and  then,  at  any  subsequent 
period^  to  attempt  to  alter  the  restriction,  or  snake 
off  this  odious  badge  of  degradation  and  distrust, 
the  advocates  of  the  measure  would  then  say,  that, 
whether  they  had  the  right  to  impose  the  restric- 
tion or  not.  Missouri  had  consented  to  it ;  that  the 
people  had  voluntarily  entered  into  terms;  and 
that  they  and  all  posterity  were  bound  on  the  sub- 
ject. This  would  be  an  unwarrantable,  if  not  an 
unworthy  exercise  of  power  and  cunning,  on  the 
one  hand,  against  a  supposed  weakness  and  sim- 
plicity on  tli^  other.  This,  in  fact,  would  onlv  be 
a  supposition;  for  a  people  contending  for  tneir 
rights  were  always  strong. 

It  was  his  duty  to  apprize  gentlemen  of  the  true 
state  of  the  case.  He  owed  it  to  the  people  he 
represented,  to  speak  their  sentiments  and  their  de- 
terminations, of  which  he  was  well  advised ;  and 
he  owed  itto  the  Representatives  of  the  nation  to 
tell  them  the  truth,  however  rash  it  might  be  deem- 
ed, because  the  people  they  represented  might  one 
day  bleed  in  contending  for  and  against  this  re- 
striction.    But  the  trutn  was,  that,  although  the 


people  of  Missouri  were  accustomed  to  look  to 
Congress  for  many  laws,  and  as  the  dispensers  of 
ail  good,  they  had  not  lost  the  dignity  oi  their  na- 
tures any  more  than  the  citizens  ot  States,  who 
were  accustomed  to  look  to  their  own  States  for 
supreme  authority.  The  independence  of  chat  peo- 
ple could  only  be  taken  from  them  by  conquest  or 
consent — he  did  not  deny  the  power  pf  the  Gene- 
ral Government  to  conquer  or  compd  suhmission, 
but  consent  to  this  restriction  they  never  would. 
They  would  not  acknowled^  that  independence 
was  not  their  birthright  with  others.  Had  the 
Territory  of  Missouri  sufficient  physical  strength 
to  assert  her  rights,  no  attempt  would  then  be  made 
to  impose  this  or  any  other  restriction^  her  ap- 
proach to  good  fellowship  and  the  Union  would 
be  hailed  from  afar ;  she  would  be  greeted  with 
smiles,  and  not  laughed  to  scorn. 

The  authority  now  contended  for  would  give 
the  equal  right  to  distribute  and  regulate  all  the 
powers  of  the  internal  government  of  MissonrL 
Under  this  alarming  latitude  of  construction,  Con- 
gress might  give  to  the  rulers  of  the  State  all  the 
powers,  and  produce  an  aristocracy,  of  they  might 
reserve  to  the  people  all  authority,  and  yield  an 
arrogant  mobocracy )  indeed,  what  might  they  not 
do  in  the  moments  of  mistalten  philanthropy  and 
misguided  zeal  for  liberty  and  equality?  Gentle- 
men might  not  only  prohibit  the  further  introduc- 
tion of  slaves  into  Missouri  ^  they  might  not  only 
emancipate  all  those  that  were  now  there,  but 
they  might  violate  the  most  sacred  principles  of 
the  Constitution,  and  establish  a  standard  religion; 
for  it  was  but  one  step  from  the  violation  of  the 
rights  of  property  to  the  violation  of  the  rights  of 
conscience. 

Mr.  S.  said,  that  this  was  not  a  Question  "  whe- 
ther slavery  should  exist,"  but  merely  where  should 
the  slaves,  now  in  America,  be  permitted  to  reside  ? 
The  mistake  of  this  proposition  seemed  to  have 
measurably  produced  all  this  contention  and  strife. 
Was  this  a^  original  question^,  whether  we  should 
subject  a  portion  of  our  fellow  bein^  to  a  state  of 
servitude  and  degradation,  he  beheved  that  the 
people  of  Missouri,  from  their  innate  love  of  lib- 
erty, equality,  and  mdependence,  would  be  among 
the  first  to  declare  against  the  principle.     But  the 
absolute  condition  of  that  description  of  persons 
did  exist,  and  actually  had  exist^l long  before  even 
the  first  settlements  were  formed  in  Missouri  ;  and 
if  there  were  any  advantages  to  be  derived  from 
holding  that  description  of  property,  the  people  of 
Missouri,  as  citizens  of  the  united  States,  had  the 
right,  in  commoq  with  others.    Congress,  in  de- 
ciding that  they  should  not  be  introduced,  as  one 
of  the  species  of  property  under  our  Constitution 
and  laws,  were  doing  tnat  section  of  countrv  a 
wrong,  because  it  placed  them,  in  powers  and  priv- 
ileges, below  other  States  in  tne  Union ;  and  when 
a  wrong  was  meditated  on  any  people  they^  alone 
were  the  judges;  such  had  been,  the  current  doc- 
trine, and  so  considered  by  the  United  States  them- 
selves,  when  they  determined  on  that  coarse  w^ith 
regard  to  Great  Britain,  which  led  to  American 
independence.    If  gentlemen  were  not  predeter- 
mined to  fix  this  restriction  on  Missouri,  and  ^would 
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take  the  troalile  lo  mount  up  to  first  principles, 
they  would  find  that  it  was  not  a  mere  question  of 
power,  growing  oat  of  the  construction  of  the  Con- 
stitution, but  that  there  was  another  law/  para- 
mount to  all  written  rules  and  regulations,  that 
operated  on  and  controlled  the  question — it  was 
the  law  of  man ;  it  was  his  eternal  and  indefeasi- 
ble ri^ht  to  self-^oyernment.  It  was  an  idle  cal- 
culatioo  to  b^eve  that  the  State  of  Missouri  would 
lose  sight  of  this  law  of  man  in  adjusting  their 
coDstitution  or  con  tending  for  their  rights.  It  was 
trne  that  the  people  of  Missouri  had  been  a  long 
time  in  pupilage  and  wardship,  but  thev  had  never 
been  in  bondage.  Although  derived  from  Spain, 
the  citizens  were  not  the  poor  remnant  of  Spanish 
despotism — the  gpreat  portion  of  them  had  been 
in  a  land  of  libertv ;  they  are  your  relations,  your 
friends,  your  brotners;  each  State  in  the  Union 
had  Kome  interest  there;  and  they  were  freemen, 
who  knew  how  to  appreciate,  maintain,  and  defena 
their  rights.  A  maxim  might  with  great  propri- 
ety be  here  applied ;  it  was,  that  whenever  illegal 
or  improper  objects  were  to  be  attained,  that  they 
drove  the  supporters  of  them  to  improper  and  ille- 
gal means  to  eflfect  the  object.  The  Parliament  of 
Great  Britain,  although  deemed  omnipotent,  never 
had,  in  reference  to  the  colonies,  attempted  any 
thing  that  would  bear  a  comparison  with  this  re- 
stnction,  though  the  nowers  of  Congress  were  ex- 
press, limited,  and  denned.  The  force  of  precedent 
oad  been  illustrated  in  the  course  of  this  debate. 
Let  this  restriction  prevail,  and  then  SMea  beware! 
for  it  was  thus  that  a  tyrant,  about  to  subjugate 
the  liberties  of  a  people,  selected  an  obscure  indi- 
vidual, whose  fate  would  excite  no  alarm,  and,  in 
his  destruction,  fixed  an  example,  to  which,  in 
turn,  the  most  lordly  were  taught  to  bow.  And 
thus  Congress  selected  a  distant  and  leeble  Terri- 
tory, whose  murmurs  could  be  but  indistinctly 
heard,  just  o'er  the  verge  of  Heaven ;  and'  in  the 
sacrifice  of  its  rights,  and  prostration  of  its  author- 
ity, established  a  precedent  that  saps  the  foundation 
of  State  authority,  and  produces  consolidation,  or, 
in  the  end,  disunion. 

Mr.  S.  remarked  that  he  had  much  more  to  sav, 
but,  from  indisposition  and  exhaustion*  was  unable 
to  proceed ;  the  Committee  were  also  ratigued ;  the 
qutttioQ  of  expedience  and  other  topics  he  had  left 
entiiely  ontoached ;  but,  from  the  labored  and  able 
investigation  the  subject  had  received,  he  was 
willing  to  trust  the  rights,  the  happiness,  the  fate 
of  MissoorL  with  the  House.  Her  present  pros- 
I»erity  and  future  greatness  depended  on  the  deci- 
sion ;  if  ffentlemen  could  take  the  power,  he  en- 
treated them  not  to  exercise  it ;  the  affections  of 
the  people  of  Missouri  had  been  put  to  many  severe 
trials  in  the  coarse  of  eighteen  years,  but  they  could 
not  endure  forever;  and  he  appealed  to  gende- 
men's  unquestionable  knowledge  of  right,  and  na- 
tive love  of  justice,  not  to  add  this  restriction  to 
the  list  of  grievances  of  that  people. 

Mr.  Meigs,  of  New  York,  spoke  for  some  time 
against  restriction. 

Mr.  Adams,  of  Massachusetts,  made  a  few  re- 
marks in  favor  of  the  restriction. 

Mr.  TucKBR,  of  Virginia,  said  he  should  not 


have  ventured  to  trespass  further  on  the  time  of 
the  Committee  if  his  objections  to  the  proposed 
amendment,  particularly  as  to  its  expediency,  had 
been  anticipated  by  those  who  had  gone  before  him 
in  the  debate.  There  is,  indeed,  said  he,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, something  peculiar  in  every  man's  views  of 
the  subject,  who  exercises  his  own  powers  of  re- 
flection, and  it  is  only  by  looking  at  it  under  these 
diff<srent  phases  that  we  can  form  a  just  estimate 
of  its  bearings  and  dimensions.  I  am  the  more 
desirous  of  speaking  on  the  policy  of  the  proposed 
restriction,  because  a  distinguished  member  from 
Pennsvlvania  (Mr.  Sergeant)  has  said  that  Vir- 

f'nia  nad  no  interest  in  this  question.    8ir,  I  think 
can  show,  to  every  unprejudiced  mind,  that  it 
threatens,  not  only  tne  peace  and  welfare  of  Vir- 

finia.  in  common  with  all  the  slaveholding  States, 
ut  their  very  political  existence. 
Before  1  consider  the  constitutionality  of  this 
restriction,  I  beg  leave  to  say  a  word  on  the  sub- 
ject of  precedents.  The  member  fVom  Pennsyl- 
vania who  snoke  yesterday,  (Mr.  Balowin,>  has, 
perhaps,  rendered  it  unnecessary  that  1  should  ad- 
dress you  on  this  topic.  He  has  shown,  by  arra- 
ments  which  it  would  be  difficult  to  answer,  that 
the  precedents  on  which  the  su^^rters  oi  the 
amendment  so  much  rely,  either  have  no  applica- 
tion, or,  if  closely  examined,  disprove  the  existence 
of  tne  power  now  claimed  for  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States.  But,  sir,  suppose  these  precedents 
to  be  of  a  different  character,  what  is  their  au- 
thority 1 

The  effect  of  precedent,  in  a  Constitutional 
question,  seems  to  oe  derivea  from  the  presumption 
that  those  who  have  made  the  decision  have  heard 
the  arguments  for  and  against  the  power  sought  to 
be  exercised,  and  have,  after  due  aeliberation,  de- 
cided. But,  when  we  know  that  this  presumption 
is  not  the  fact,  and  that  the  power  in  question  has 
hitherto  been  exercised  without  controversy  or  ex- 
amination, I  think  that  precedents  of  this  sort  are 
entided  to  little  or  no  weight,  and  that  those  who 
deny  the  existence  of  the  power  have  a  ri^ht  to 
ask  those  who  assert  it  to  point  out  that  particular 
rart  of  the  Constitution  from  which  it  is  derived. 
The  advocates  of  the  amendment  have  virtually 
admitted  the  reasonableness  of  this  claim,  as,  whife 
they  have  insisted  on  the  force  of  precedents,  they 
have  directly  inferred  the  power  they  contend  for 
by  arguments  drawn  from  the  Constitution  itself. 

In  the  examination  of  this  doctrine,  I  shall 
confine  myself  to  that  clause  of  the  Constitution 
which  speaks  of  the  admission  of  new  States; 
for,  although  other  parts  of  that  instrument  have 
aUo  been  referred  to,  in  support  of  the  restriction, 
yet,  every  gentleman  on  that  side  of  the  question 
nas  laid  the  chief  stress  of  his  argument  on  this 
clause,  and  some  have  relied  on  it  altogether. 
They  contend  that  the  right  in  Conffre^  to  admit 
new  States  into  the  Union  implies  the  right  to  re- 
fuse admission.  This,  I  agree,  is  a  fair  implica- 
tion. But  they  further  insist,  that  the  right  to  ad- 
mit or  reject  implies  the  right  to  impose  terms  on 
admission,  and  they  support  their  position  by  the 
leffal  maxim,  cujue  eti  aare  ^ue  esi  dUponert — ^he 
who  can  give  may  regulate  his  gif^ ;  may  say  how 
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he  gives.  Sir,  this  is  not  true,  even  in  mnnicipal 
law.  If  there  be  a  grant  in  fee  simple,  on  condi- 
tion that  the  grantee  shall  not  alien,  the  condition 
is  Toid  for  repugnancy,  and  the  grant  is  absolute ; 
so,  ^bo,  of  a  condition  in  violation  of  law  or  against 
itsjx)Iicy. 

But  the  rule  is  still  less  true  in  Constitutional 
jurisprudence.  It  may  sometimes  be  expedient  to 
give  the  pdwer  of  rejection,  and  to  refuse  that  of 
admitting  on  condition.  The  one  may  be  deemed 
safe  and  salutary ;  the  other,  inexpedient  and  dan- 
serous.  Examples  of  this  sort  are  frequent  in  our 
Uonstitntion.  Thus,  the  President  may  approve 
or  reject  a  law,  but  he  cannot  propose  amendments. 
It  is  true,  he  has  but  a  qualified  veto ;  but,  in  those 
ca«es  in  which  a  law  has  passed  by  a  majority  oi 
both  Houses,  but  with  less  than  a  majoity  of  two- 
thirds,  the  argument  is  the  same  as  if  his  negative 
were  absolute.  I  appeal  to  every  member  of  the 
Oommittee,  whether,  if  the  President  possessed  the 
power  of  making  amendments,  it  would  not  be  a 
greater  power  than  that  of  absolute  rejection  ?  The 
one  has  been  exercised  but  two  or  three  times  since 
the  formation  of  the  Government ;  the  other  would 
be  a  matter  of  daily  recurrence.  Thus,  too.  in  the 
constitution  of  Virginia,  the  Senate  has  tne  un- 
conditional power  of  rejecting  money  bills,  but 
not  the  power  of  amencUng  them.'  And,  in  like 
manner,  it  would  be  a  less  power  to  refuse  the  ad- 
mission of  a  new  State  absolutely,  than,  by  taking 
advantage  of  its  anxiety  to  come  into  the  Union, 
to  mould  its  constitution,  in  a  great  degree,  ac- 
cording to  the  pleasure  or  Congress.  The  power 
of  annexing  conditions,  then,  bemg  a  difierent,and 
not.  necessarily,  an  inferior  power,  the  one  is  not 
included  with  the  other. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  if  the  power  of  admitting 
new  States  into  the  Union  does  not  ^ive  Congress 
the  right  of  imposing  conditions  at  discretion,  still 
less  does  it  give  the  right  of  imposinff  conditions 
repugnant  to  the  great  principles  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. We  cannot,  without  tne  grossest  absurdity, 
inlier  from  that  charter  a  pdwer  to  effect  its  own 
destruction.  To  do  this,  would  be  to  make  the 
implied  power  greater  than  the  ocpress ;  the  crea- 
ture greater  than  the  creator.  But  the  power  of 
imposin|f  the  purposed  restriction  cm  the  State  of 
Missouri  is  thus  inconsistent  with  the  Constitution. 

In  the  first  place,  it  would  alter  the  proportion 
of  power  between  the  General  Government  and 
the  individual  States.  The  essence  of  our  complex 
Govttnment  consists  as  much  in  this  proportion 
as  in  any  thing  else.  If  Congress  possessed  more 
munioipal  powers,  ours  would  be  more  a  consoli- 
dated Giovemment ;  if  a  less  portion,  it  would  more 
resemble  the  old  Confederacv.  This  proportion  of 
power  is  as  much  disturbed  ny  lessening  the  power 
of  the  States  as  by  increasing  that  of  the  United 
States.  The  effect  is  the  same  whether  you  take 
out  of  one  scale  or  put  into  the  other :  in  both 
cases  ike  balance  estahlished  by  the  Constitution 
is  destrojred^ 

^  Sir,  ^you  have  the  right  of  imposing  one  con- 
dition, not  expressly  prohibited,  you  have  the  right 
of  imposinff  anodier.  Suppose,  then,  that  Con- 
gvess  should  reserve  to  itsdl  the  right  of  defining 


and  punishing  crimes  in  the  new  Slate,  or  tbe 
regulation  of  its  landed  property,  or  a  n^ative 
on  all  its  laws,  would  not  the  possession  of  these 
extensive  municipal  powers  completely  chao^ 
the  character  of  tnis  Government  f  I  would  far- 
ther observe,  that  this  power  must  appear  to  be 
the  more  dangerous,  when  we  recoUeet  how- 
large  a  part  of  our  territory  west  of  the  Mississippi 
is  yet  to  be  laid  off  into  new  States,  and  that  erety 
new  State  which  enters  into  the  Union,  with  re- 
strictions on  its  sovereiCTty,  as  was  well  arg^ued  by 
a  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.LowHDss,^ 
b^omes  at  once  an  example  and  an  advoeate  for 
further  restrictions  on  others.  In  this  way«  that 
Constitution,  whose  component  parts  were  so  can- 
tiously  adjusted  and  so  skilfully  balanced,  would 
be  effectually  destroyed. 

It  is  no  answer  to  this  argument  to  say  that  such 
an  exertion  of  power  as  I  have  supposed  is  highlj 
improbable.  In  ^expounding  a  Constitution,  it  is 
perfectly  fair  to  test  the  correctness  of  a  principle 
Dv  extrone  cases.  Besides,  the  framers  of  the 
Federlil  Constitution  have  endeavored  to  gnard, 
not  only  against  probable  dangers,  but  also  a^inst 
remote  possibilities.  They  have  prohibited  both 
the  United  States  and  the  several  States  from 
passing  any  bill  of  attainder,  than  which,  accord- 
ing to  the  settled  principles  of  criminal  la-w  at  the 
present  day,  nothing  was  more  improbaUe.  Thus, 
too,  there  is  a  similar  prohifettion  apainst  the  grant 
of  an  V  title  of  nohilitjr.  Surely,  when  we  consider 
that  this  institution  originated  in  the  days  of  feudal 
barbarism,  and  recollect  how  much  the  genius  of 
our  people^  their  habits  and  laws,  all  favor  an 
equauty  of  rights,  it  must  be  admitted  that  nothing 
but  a  determination  to  guard  against  the  most 
distant  and  improbable  dangers  coidd  ha^e  dicta- 
ted such  a  provision. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  proposed  restriction  is  also 
inconsistent  with  the  Federal  Constitution,  because 
it  is  irrepealable.  The  framers  of  our  fbrm  of 
Government  knew  that,  in  the  vicissitudes  -which 
time  is  ever  bringing  about  in  human  affiiirs,  pro- 
visions should  be  made  for  correspondent  changes, 
not  onl^  iu  ow  laws,  but  in  ^e  Constitution  itself. 
Accordingly,  there  is  no  rule  of  action,  ^whether 
it  bepiescribed  for  individuals,  for  the  States,  or 
the  Federal  Government,  which  may  not  be  legal- 
ly changed.  Sir,  this  restriction  would  either  be 
an  act  of  ordinary  legislation,  or  a  fundamentil 
law.  If  it  be  a  mere  legislative  enactment,  it  mav 
be  abrogated  by  our  successors :  the  clause  'which 
declares  it  irrepealable  may  be  itscSf  repealed.  If 
it  be  a  fundamental  law,  then  we  cannot  pass  it 
in  either  case,  by  attempting'  to  impose  an  irre^ 
pealable  condition  on  the  peo|de  of  M issoari,  we 
attempt  to  exercise  a  power  which  the  Constitu- 
tion has  denied  us. 

In  support  of  these  extraordinary  doctrines,  the 
advocates  of  the  amendment  have  found  it  neces- 
sary to  draw  a  distinction*  between  the  rights  of 
the  thirteen  original  States  and  those  subseqaently 
admitted.  But  the  Constitution  recognises  no  sucn 

Srinctple;  and  it  would  be  not  more  an  invidious 
iscrimination  than  it  is  repugnant  to  the  eommon 
sense  of  mankind.    AUow  me,  Mr.  Ohairmany  by 
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WHY  si.  Ulustratioay  to  pot  a  ease  familiar  to  all. 
Let  us  suppose  a  voluntary  associatioa  of  indi- 
Tidualfi,  for  purposes  of  business  or  amusemeiU, 
who  form  certain  rules  for  the  government  of  their 
society,  or  dub ;  aii^d  that  one  of  these  provides  for 
the  admisdoa  of  new  members.  Wnen  a  new 
member  is  admitted,  we  know  that  he  is  placed,  in 
all  respects,  upon  the  same  footing  as  the  former 
members,  unless,  indeed,  some  nrevious  rule  war- 
ranted a  distinction,  or  a  new  rule  is  made  for  that 
puipose.  Now,  the  Constitution  is  precisely  such 
a  s^  of  rules  for  the  association  or  confederacy  of 
States.  It  is  not  pretended  that  it  makes  any  dis^ 
tinction  between  its  new  and  its  old  members :  and 
a  new  role  cannot  be  made  by  you^  but  solely  by 
the  people.  I  will  here  take  occasion  to  observe, 
Mr.  Chairman,  that,  in  expouxiding  the  Constitu- 
tion, 1  think  we  should  be  cautious  of  introducing 
too  much  sobllety  and  refinement  in  our  reasoning; 
both  because  that  instrument  is  made  in  the  name 
of  the  people^  and  because  the  people  are«  in  some 
form  or  other,  its  final  expounders.  Simple,  direct, 
and  manly  reasoning,  conforming  as  much  as 
possible  te  the  common  sense  of  mankind,  gives 
us  at  once  the  just  rule  of  construction,  and  the 
only  one  which,  in  great  cases,  is  likely  to  be  car- 
ried into  efiect. 

Gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  however,  by  way 
of  parrviog  the  force  of  these  objections,  have 
uiged  that,  though  the  proposed  restriction  may 
not  be  void  as  a  condition  ixnposed,  it  may  be 
valid  as  a  compact  agreed  to.  JBut  if,  as  has  been 
shown,  new  restrictions  on  the  power  of  States 
would  alter  the  essential  character  of  the  Govern- 
ment, then  you  can  no  more  consent  with  another 
to  impose  these  restrictions,  than  vou  can  impose 
them  by  your  sole  legislative  will.  You  cannot 
aid  in  dotn^  that  indirectly,  which  you  are  forbid- 
den to  do  directly.  With  the  limited  power  del- 
egated to  you  by  the  charter  which  created  you, 
you  never  can  rightfully  as$um6  the  power  of  de- 
stroying that  charter,  or  of  assenting  to  its  destruc- 
tion. Besides,  there  must  be  a  third  party  to  such 
a  contract,  and  the  most  material  party,  too,  (I 
mean  the  people,)  before  it  can  be  bindinfir. 

But,  again,  sir,  in  every  contract,  both  parties 
most  bebouad,  or  neither ;  and  the  people  compos- 
ing the  proposed  State  of  Missouri  cannot  bind 
future  generations  by  a  compact  of  this  character. 
An  honorable  member  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr. 
Ser^luit,)  by  way  of  obviating  this  difficulty, 
has  mainly  contended,  that  a  State  may,  by  the 
compact,  part  with  portions  of  its  sovereignty,  and 
he  cited  several  instances  of  sUch  an  exercise  of 
power.  But  that  gentkman  did  not^  with  his 
usual  perspicacity,  advert  to  the  distmction  be- 
tween two  very  diffisrent  exertions  of  sovereign 
powder:  acts  which  are  complete  of  themselves, 
and  rules  of  action*  The  one  looks  to  the  present 
and  the  past,  the  other  to  the  future.  Thus,  a 
sovereign  Stale  may,  by  expending  money,  alienat- 
ing territory,  declaring  war,  and  the  like,  do  that 
which  it  can  neither  recall  nor  control ;  but,  by 
such  acts  the  State  may  be  said  to  exercise  its 
sovereignty,  rather  than  to  part  with  it ;  and  it 
will  be  foaad  that  the  examples  given  by  Uie  hon- 


orable member  were  of  this  chaftcter.  But,  as  to 
the  rules  of  action,  whether  they  be  prescribed  to 
the  legislature  for  the  future  conauct  of  the  citizen, 
or  by  the  people  for  themselves,  I  had  supposed' 
that,  in  this  coimtry  at  least,  these  might  amays 
rightfully  be  abrogated  or  c^need.  Sir,  if  there  be 
any  political  principle  deemed  tundamental  among 
us ;  if  there  be  one  on  which  the  American  Revolu- 
tion rests  for  its  justification,  or  the  right  of  self-govw 
ernment  for  its  security,  it  is,  that  no  ^^eration  can 
make  laws  or  constitutions  that  arebmdin^on  their 
posterity.  And  this  amendment,  turn  it  as  you 
will,  is  an  attempt  to  make  a  constitution  by  laW) 
and  to  make  that  law  unchangeable. 

The  same  gentleinan,  as  well  as  his  colleague 
who  precedecT  him,  (Mr.  Hemphill,)  contended 
that  tne  proposed  restriction  would  not  impair  the 
rights  of^Missouri ;  for,  said  they,  slavery  is  con- 
fc^edly  an  evil  and  an  injustice,  and  a  State  can- 
not claim  a  right  to  do  wrong.  Here,  too,  the 
gentlemen  have  not  exercised  their  wonted  powers 
of  discrimination.  They  confound  political  with 
moral  restraints:  power  with  right;  the  nossessioa 
of  the  power  witn  the  virtuous  exercise  or  it.  Thus, 
to  iUttstrate  the  difference,  every  man  has  the  now^ 
er  of  regulating  the  concerns  of  his  own  fiunily  as 
he  pleases,  if  hi  violate  not  the  laws  of  the  land. 
He  may  be  very  capricious  and  tyrannical,  and, 
no  douDt,  often  is  so;  but,  while  he  thus  violates 
moral  right,  he  has  the  power,  not  merely  physi- 
cal, but  political,  of  thus  acting.  This  is  what  is 
called  an  abuse  of  power;  and,  in  that  sense,  a 
man  may  properly  be  said  to  have  a  right,  that  is, 
the  le^;al  power,  to  do  wrong*. 

1  will  not  detain  the  Committee  by  objectioas 
to  the  amendment  derived  from  the  Louisiana 
Treaty,  especially  as  the  arguments  which  had 
occurred  to  me  on  this  topic  have  already  been 
urged  by  other  gentlemen.  1  will,  therefore,  pro- 
oeed  to  examine  the  policy  of  the  proposed  restric- 
tion. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  view  1  have  taken  of  the 
consequences  of  this  restriction  compds  me  to  re- 
gard this  as  the  most  important  branch  of  the 
question  before  us.  I  have  seen,  by  ingenious,  and 
refined  constructions  of  the  Constitution,  measures 
pursued  by  each  of  the  g^eat  parties  which  have 
ruled  the  destinies  of  this  nation,  that  were  sup* 
posed,-  by  a  large  majority  of  the  community,  to 
bave  violated  the  meaning  of  that  charter.  Such 
occasions  have  indeed  always'produced  great  party 
heat  and  animosity,  and  interrupted,  in  no  small 
degree,  the  harmony  of  social  intercourse.  After 
a  while,  however,  tnese  feelings  have  passed  away. 
The  wounds  they  created  were  healed,  and  their 
causes  forgotten.  But,  if  you  persist  in  this  restrc- 
tion,  it  is  not  for  human  foresight  to  estimate  the 
sum  of  its  future  mischiefs.  I  beg  leave  to. call 
the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  some  of  the 
most  obvious. 

It  is.  in  the  first  place,  Mr.  Chainnan,  no  small 
objection  to  the  exercise  of  this  power,  that  it  is 
unpalatable  to  the  people  on  whom  it  is  to  operate. 
In  the  other  instances  which  have  been  produced, 
in  which  conditions  have  been  attached  to  the  ad- 
mission of  new  States,  these  conditions  have  hoen 
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entirely  acceptable  to  the  States  admitted,  and 
snch  as  they  would  voluntarily  have  imposed  on 
themselves.  But  the  present  is  the  first  occasion 
in  which -this  Grovemment  has  attempted  to  impose 
unwelcome  conditions  on  a  new  State.  The  peo- 
ple of  Missouri  can  see  no  reason  why  they  should 
oe  treated  with  this  unwonted  rigor.  To  tell  them 
that  this  restriction  is  for  their  benefit,  is  to  add 
mockery  to  uikkindness. 

Sir,  they  claim  the  nrivilege,  which  every  free- 
man asserts,  of  being  tne  best  and  the  sole  judge 
of  what  suits  them.  They  say,  that  all  your  ar- 
guments, derived  from  morality,  religion,  or  local 
podicy,  should  be  left  to  themselves,  and  that, 
while  you  affect  to  receive  them  as  equals  you  are 
dictating  to  them  as  children ;  or  that  you  your- 
selves manifest  a  distrust  of  these  arguments  by 
your  wishing  to  enforce  them  with  Constitutional 
provisions.  Sir,  they  are  just  such  men  as  your- 
selves ;  they  were  a  part  of  yourselves  and  they 
would  be  unworthy  the  name  of  American  if  they 
did  not  feel  this  condition  as  a  degradation.  On 
the  policy  of  introducing  slaves,  I  understand 
they  are  somewhat  divid^  -in  Missouri,  as  else- 
where. Many  of  them,  contemplating  tne  moral 
and  political  effects  of  domestic  slavery,  are  op- 
posed to  its  further  extension.  Were  I  there,  I 
should  probably  be  one  of  this  number.  But,  on 
the  power  of  Congress  to  impose  the  restriction, 
I  learn  that  there  is  but  one  sentiment.  Vhev 
consider  it  a  common  cause,  which  they  are  bound, 
upon  every  principle  of  self-respect,  to  oppose; 
and  they  already  assimilate  your  conduct  towards 
them  to  those  oppressions  of  Great  Britain  towards 
her  colonies  which  finally  produced  their  inde- 
pendence. 

Putting  aside  the  feelinp  of  the  people  of  Mis- 
souri, is  It  not  a  solid  objection  to  this  restriction 
that  your  power  to  impose  it  is  doubtful  and  con- 
tested? However  thoroughly  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  may  be  persuaded  that  Congress  pos- 
sesses this  power,  they  must  know  that  a  large 
portion  of  the  United  States  are  as  thoroughly 
persuaded  that  it  does  not ;  that,  on  this  question, 
there  is  entire  unanimity  in  the  slaveholding 
States;  and  that,  with  all  the  motives  to  an  oppor 
site  unanimity  in  the  other  States,  there  is,  among 
them,  as  well  as  amons;  their  Representatives  in 
this  House,  considerable  diversity  of  opinion. 
They  must  also  recollect,  that,  though  these  cir- 
cumstances do  not  produce  conviction,  they  must 
produce  some  doubt,  awaken  some  dbtrust  in  the 
mfallibility  of  human  reason  in  every  ingenuous 
mind.  And,  Mr.  Chairman,  when  we  consider 
the  influence  of  public  opinion  on  the  harmony 
and  stability  of  tnis  Union,  it  must  always  be  a 
matter  of  rq^ret  that  the  Qovernment  should  exer- 
cise powers  that  are  doubtful,  or  even  disputed. 
Untit  KS^it  and  custom  have  had  their  wonted 
effect  in  cementing  the  Union,  its  strength  and 
permanency  must  rest  on  the  affections,  the  undi- 
vided affections  of  the  people,  and  nothing  is  more 
likcJy  to  weaken- their  attachment  than  a  want  of 
confidence  in  this  House,  the  natural  guardian  of 
the  people's  rights,  and  tneir  immediate  Represen- 
tatives. 


But,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  immediate  effects  of 
this  restriction,  important  as  they  are,  shrink  into 
insignificance  when  compared  with  its  distant 
consequences.  I  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  Com- 
mittee, while  I  endeavor,  as  briefly  as  I  can,  to  be 
intelligible,  to  bring  them  to  their  notice. 

It  vnll  be  admitted  that  our  numbers  will  con- 
tinue to  increase,  at  their  present  rate,  or  near  it, 
until  they  are  checked  by  a  diminution  in  the 
means  of  subsistence,  and  that  the  means  of  sob- 
sbtence  will  be  abundant  and  easy,  so  long  as  we 
have  fertile  lands  to  settle  and  cultivate.  The^e 
principles  of  population,  now  so  familiar  to  all, 
were  nrst  distinctly  stated,  so  far  as  my  informa- 
tion extends,  by  Sir  James  Steuart.  They  are 
also  noticed  by  Dr.  Franklin,  and  seem  to  nave 
been  an  original  suggestion  ot  his  own  good  sense 
and  sagacity.  But.  their  influence  in  producing 
human  misery  and  vice,  and  in  circumscribing  the 
efficacy  of  governments,  were  never  fully  devel- 
oped, oefore  the  appearance  of  Mr.  Maithus's 
Essay  on  Population,  which  I  cannot  but.  consider 
as  a  work  of  great  ability.  I  make  these  .remarks, 
because  the  censure  of  my  colleague  (Mr.  Ran- 
oolph)  on  this  writer,  the  other  day,  was  general, 
though  probably  it  was  intended  to  apply  to  the 
author's  theory  of  the  poor  laws,  and  not  to  the 
principles  of  which  I  have  spoken. 

From  these  undeniable  principles  it  follows, 
that,  if  the  blacks  be  confined  to  the  present  slave- 
holding  States,  while  the  whites  are  left  free  to 
emigrate  to  the  more  tempting  regions  of  the  West, 
the  ratio  of  blacks  to  whites  must  be  continually 
increasing,  until  our  population  has  reached  the 
Pacific. 

It  has,  however,  been  contended  that  the  blacks 
thus  confined  to  the  slaveholding  States  will  in- 
crease more  slowly  than  if  they  were  allowed  to 
spread  over  the  country  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
because  population  in  that  case  will  sooner  bc^'n 
to  press  on  the  means  of  subsistence ;  and,  in  an- 
swer to  the  inhumanity  which  this  consideration 
implies,  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr. 
Seboeant)  says,  that  as  the  check  upon  natural 
increase  must  inevitably  take  place,  sooner  or 
later,  on  both  classes,  it  is  better  that  it  should 
operate  first  and  strongest  upon  the  blacks  rather 
than  the  whites. 

The  argument  would  be  sound,  so  far  as  policy 
is  concerned,  whatever  may  be  thought  of  its  con- 
sistency with  some  other  principles  maintained 
by  the  same  side,  if  the  restriction  would  have 
this  partial  operation.  But,  by  reason  of  the  emi- 
gration whicn  is  ever  going  on  from  those  parts 
of  the  United  States  where  population  is  most 
dense,  to  those  where  it  is  most  rare,  the  natural 
multiplication  is  everywhere  the  same.  Thus,  in 
the  States  of  Connecticut,  of  Maryland,  or  Vir- 
ginia, though,  by  the  census,  their  population 
seems  to  m  nearly  stationary,  we  have  every 
reason  to  believe  tnat  the  principle  of  increase 
operates  in  as  full  vigor  as  in  the  other  States; 
and  that  the  excess  oi  their  numbers  is  kept  down 
by  emigration,  to  which  the  state  of  our  country 
and  the  habits  of  our  citizens  afford  so  many 
facilities.    The  check,  then,  of  which  the  gentle- 
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manspeiki,  operates  on  both  classes  alike,  and 
will  operate  upon  neither  until  the  whole  of  our 
territory  is  settled,  and  its  most  fertile  lands  are 
brought  iato  cultivation. 

The  Stale  of  Virginia  has  already  experienced, 
in  a  small  depee,  vie  effects  of  this  partial  emi- 
^ratioo.  It  will  be  recollected  that  the  member 
trom  Indiana  (Mr.  Hbndsicks)  stated,^ that  he 
represented  as  many  who  had  migrated  from  the 
South  as  from  the  North;  and  the  States  of  Ohio 
and  Iliinob  have  also  received  considerable  acces- 
sions from  the  slareholding  States.  Now,  as  these 
emigrants  hare  not  been  pertnitted  to  carry  slaves 
with  them,  their  removal  must  have  altered  the 
ntio  of  the  two  classes  in  the  States  they  have 
left ;  and  hence  it  is,  that,  in  Virginia,  as  one  of 
the  fruits  of  her  cession  of  the  territory  northwest 
of  the  Ohio,  the  Uack  population  has  bieoi  steadily 
gaining  somewhat  on  the  white.  Hitherto,  how- 
erer,  tne  migrations  from  the  older  slaveholding 
States  have  been  principally  to  Kentucky,  Ten- 
nessee, and  the  other  Mississippi  States,  from  one 
part  of  the  slaveholding  country  to  the  other, 
where  lands  were  at  once  cheapa*  and  more  fer- 
tile; but,  as  soon  as  these  States  are  filled  up,  and 
nopulatbn  be^pns  to  press  upon  subsistence,  the 
Missouri,  and  its  thousand  tributary  streams,  will 
draw  off  the  surplus  numbers  of  the  slaveholdinff 
States,  and  this  unequal  drain  will  operate  with 
undivided  and  still  increasing  force. 

It  has  also  been  urged,  against  the  probability 
of  this  growing  disproportion  between  the  blacks 
and  the  whites,  that  it  must  be  the  poor  and  labor- 
ing class,  persons  not  owning  slaves,  who  may 
chiefly  be  expected  to  emigrate  from  the  slave- 
holding  States;  and  that  these  States  have  not  a 
sufficient  number  of  that  class  to  admit  of  emi- 
gration to  the  extent  supposed.  But,  it  must  be 
remembered  that  the  white  population  considera- 
bly exceeds  the  black,  and  that,  as  individual 
citizens  often  own  many  daves,  there  must  be  a 
pn^rtional  numberwho  own  none.  There  must 
necessarily  be,  for  every  person  who  owns  an  hun- 
dred daves,  there  are  more  than  an  hundred  whites 
who  are  not  slaveholders.  There  is,  then,  an  ample 
number  of  the  poorer  class  ibr  the  inducements  to 
emigrate  to  act  upon;  and,  if  that  were  not  the 
case,  the  same  inducements  would  operate  on  the 
slavdu^in^  class,  and,  bv  transferring  the  lands 
and  slaves  uto  fewer  hanois,  assimilate  every  por-> 
tion  of  the  slaveholding  district  to  the  lower  part 
of  Sonth  Carolina  and  some  other  of  the  Atlantic 
States. 

An  honorable  member  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr. 
Wbitxah,)  however,  observed,  that  there  could 
be  no  danger  from  the  relative  increase  of  slaves, 
for  an  hundred  years  to  come,  and  that  a  centurv 
was  as  far  as  politicians  could  be  expected  to  look 
or  provide  for.  I  will  observe,  by  the  way,  that  I 
was  surprised  to  hear  such  an  opinion  from  an 
American  statesman.  An  hundred  years,  sir,  is  a 
long  period  for  human  life,  but  is  a  short  one  in 
the  life  of  a  nation.  There  are  few  of  the  sover- 
eignttes  of  Europe  which  cannot  humber  many 
centuries  of  existence,  and  I  should  be  sorry  to 
think  that  our  Qovemment  was  not  likely  to  en- 


dure and  prosper  as  long  as  any  other.  But,  let 
us  limit  our  views  to  the  moderate  term  that  has 
been  mentioned.  Supposing  then  the  slaves  in 
the  United  States  to  nave  augmented  as  fast,  in 
the  last  ten  years,  as  they  did  in  the  ten  years  pre- 
ceding, they  now  amount  to  upwards  of  a  million 
and  a  half.  Suppose  that  they  will  continue  to 
double  every  twenty-five  years — their  present  rate 
of  increase — then,  in  the  lapse  of  a  century,  their 
numbers  will  amount  to  no  less  than  twenty-four 
millions.  Estimating  the  present  slaveholding 
States  to  contain  four  hundred  and  twenty-four 
thousand  square  miles,  according  to  Mellish's  esti- 
mate, this  number  of  slaves  will  give  nearly  sixty 
to  a  square  mile ;  a  density  of  population  implying 
a  general  occupation  of  the  land,  but  by  no  means 
a  difificulty  of  procuring  subsistence.  In  the  same 
period  the  whole  population  of  the  United  States, 
allowing  it  to  double,  in  like  manner,  four  times, 
win  amount  to  one  hundred  and  sixty  millions, 
which,  according  to  the  same  authority,  will  give, 
for  the  whole  Union,  nearly  an  averase  of  sixtv 
to  the  square  mile.  Now,  as  this  popmation  will 
be  very  unequally  spread  over  the  different  parts 
of  our  territory,  being  more  dense  in  the  older 
settlements,  and  less  so  in  the  new,  it  is  impossible 
to  say,  with  accuracy,  what  will  be  the  deme  of 
density  in  the  slaveholding  States;  but,  whether 
it  be  ffreater  or  less,  the  ratio  of  blacks  to  whites 
would  be  most  feanully  increased.  If  we  assume 
it  to  be  eighty  persons  to  a  square  mile,  (and  I 
think  we  cannot  reasonably  believe  it  would  be 
much  greater,  on  the  supposed  average,  through- 
out the  Union,)  the  blacks  would  be  to  the  whites 
nearly  in  the  proportion  of  three  to  one. 

With  this  great  and  still  accelerating  gain  of 
the  black  population^  who  can  answer  for  tne  con- 
sequences ?  The  wildest  political  visionary  does 
not  think  it  practicable  to  amalgamate  sucn  dis- 
cordant materials;  we  must  hem  that  situation 
then  in  which  we  can  neither  safely  set  them  free, 
nor  hold  them  in  subjection.  If  one  of  the  two 
races  must  yield  to  the  other,  who  can -say  which 
it  will  be,  or  how  it  will  be  effected  ?  Sir,  this 
is  a  subject  of  peculiar  delicacy,  and  I  will  not 
press  it  further  than  to  remark,  tnat,  if  restriction 
could  be  enforced,  the  least  pernicious  result  to 
which  we  could  look  forward,  would  be,  that  the 
whites,  finding  the  African  race  constantly  press* 
ing  on  them,  would  finally  abandon  the  country, 
and  leave  the  blacks  undisputed  masters  of  the  soil. 
But  if,  as  would  be  too  probable,  the  disease  should 
have  a  violent  termination,  the  struggle  between 
the  two  races  would  end  in  a  war  of  extermination. 

It  has  also  been  said,  that,  be  the  political  and 
moral  evils,  from  the  growing  increase  of  blacks, 
what  they  may,  the  whites,  m  any  disproportion 
which  can  be  oeemed  probable,  will  always  be  suf- 
ficient to  keep  the  blacks  in  subjection,  and  secure 
the  tranquillity  of  the  State.  But,  gran  ting  that  the 
authority. of  tne  whites  would  always  be  sufficient 
for  this  purpose — though  history  warns  us  of  the 
contrary — yet  there  is  a  cause  beyond  our  control, 
which  will,  sooner  or  later,  prevent  our  holding 
them  in  servitude. 

As  soon  as  our  population  has  overspread  the 
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whole  habitable  jmrts  of  our  tenitory,aiid  brought 
our  waste  lands  into  caltivatioD,  human  labor  will 
be^in  to  decline  in  value.  This  is  very  high  with 
us  at  present ;  jt  is  lower  in  Europe,  and  lower 
still  in  China;  everywhere  gradually  decreasing 
as  population  advances.  In  the  same  proportion 
that  tae.  price  of  labor  diminishes,  must  the  value 
of  slave&decline,  until  at  length  the  cost  of  bring- 
ing up  a  slave  will  be  more  than  he  is  worth. 
When  that  period  anives,  the^  community  will  not, 
and  cannot,  impose  on  itself  die  burden  of  support- 
ing slaves ;  andj  be  the  consequences  what  diey 
may,  they  will  be  manumitted,  and  then  all  the 
difficulties  to  the  union  of  the  two  races  must  be 
encountered.  This  effect  of  the  gradual  decline 
of  labor  in  producing  emancipation  was  also  urged 
by  the  Speaker,  (Mr.  Clay,)  tnit  we  draw  different 
infer^ices  as  to  its  remote  eflEects.  I  cannot  agree 
with  him  in  the  probabilitv  that  the  African,  as 
well  as  the  Indian  raee,  wiU^  under  any  coarse  of 
policy  we  may  pursue,  be  nnally  extirpated.  It 
seems  to  me  that  they  will  continue  to  increase 
until  their  labor  ceases  to  be  valuable,  that  is,  until 
our  waste  lands  are  brought  into  cultivation,  and, 
when  that  period  arrives,  we  have  seen  that  their 
^  numbers  wiU  probably  amount  to  twentjr-four  mil- 
lions, and  greatly  exceed  that  of  the  whites  inhab- 
iting the  same  district. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman^  many  look  to  colonization 
as  the  means  of  avoiding  these  threatening  «vils. 
S^ir,  I  do  no  not  wish  to  disparage  the  ezertioDs  of 
the  society  estaUished  for  the  purpose  of  colonizing 
the  people  of  color — ^its  members  merve  the  thanks 
and  good  wishes  of  every  friend  of  his  country. 
But  I  have  long  since  abandoned  the  hope  of  de- 
riving any  remedy  for  the  evil  ci*  domestic  slavery 
from  this  quarter.  I,  too,  was  once  an  advocate 
for  colonization,  but  I  now  consider  everv  project 
for  ridding  the  country  of  its  black  pomiktion,  as 
utterly  hopeless  and  impracticable.  Kstimatinf 
their  present  numbers  at  1,600,000,  their  annuu 
incsease  is  about  fifty-one  thousand.  The  Colon- 
ization Society,  as  the  result,  I  believe,  of  one  year's 
efforts,  are  about  to  send  to  Africa,  from  New 
York,  one  hundred  and  seventy-four  blacks,  which 
is  little  more  than  the  increase  of  a  single  day. 
Taking  the  average  value  of  the  slaves  to  oe  three 
hundr^  dollars  each,  it  would  require  upwards  of 
fifteen  million  of  dollars  to  purchase  fifty-one  thou- 
sand, and  probably  five  millions  more  to  transport 
them  to  Africa.  And  this  annual  expenditure  of 
twenty  millions  is  not  to  reduce  the  number,  but 
merely  to  keep  it  stationary.   ' 

Thus,  sir,  we  see  that  the  effects  of  this  fatal 
policy  are  as  inevitable,  as  uncontrollable,  as  the 
laws  of  nature.  But  if,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
slaves  be  allowed  to  spread  themselves  equally 
with  the  white  population  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
then  they  must  always  continue,  as  they  now  are, 
inferior  m  number  to  the  whites;  and,  when  the 
period  arrives,  as  it  certainly  must,  when  the  self- 
interest  of  individuals  will  hurst  the  bonds  of  the 
slave,  emancipation  will  then  consist  with  the 
tranquillity  and  safety  of  the  State;  and,  in  the 
meantime,  partial  emancipation  is  making  rapid 
advances.    Let  me  call  the  attention  of  the  Com- 


mittee to  its  preieres&  according  to  the  fiicts  wlueh 
are  correctly  taken  from  Doctor  SeybertHi  valua- 
ble publication,  and  which  are  not  gari)led  like 
those  in  some  late  pamphlets,  to  further  a  favorite 

Eurpose.  In  the  State  of  Delaware,  in  1800,  the 
nee  blacks  were,  to  the  slaves,  in  the  proportion 
of  four  to  three.  In  1810  they  had  incr^sed  to 
the  proportion  of  more  than  three  to  one.  In 
Maryland,  in  the  same  ten  years,  the  proportion  of 
free  blacks  to  slaves^  had  increased  from  one-fifth 
to  one-third.  In  Virginia,  from  one-seventeenth 
to  one-thirteenth.  In  North  Carolina,  from  one- 
nineteenth  to  one^sixteenth.  In  South  Carolina, 
from  one  forty-eixth  to  one-forty-third. 

In  Gteorgia,  however,  the  proportion  has  dimin- 
ished from  one  thirty-first  to  one  fifty-eighth;  be- 
cause, as  you  know,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  Legisla- 
ture of  that  Btate  thought  it  necosary  to  piwibit 
the  further  progress  of  emancipation,  and  to  expel 
a  nnmber  of  its  free  blaeks.  It  is  wotthv  of  re- 
mark, that  this  progress  ineieases  by  regular  gra- 
dations as  you  advance  north.  It  is  lowing  to 
voluntary  emancipatMm  no  less,  perhaps,  than  to 
the  migrations  from  Europe,  that  the  ratio  of 
slaves  to  ^  whole  ponu£tttion  of  the  United 
States  has  been  continually  decreasing.  In  1790 
they  were  more  than  one-sixth  of  the  aggregate  of 
our  population.  In  1810  they  were  seduced  al- 
Qiost  to  one-seventh.  They  now  are,  without 
doubt,  less  than  a  seventh;  and,  before  the  lapse  of 
a  century,  if  things  are  left  to  their  natural  Q^^era- 
tion,  they  will  probably  be  reduced  to  a  tenOi,  or 
less.  But.  if  you  enforce  this  restriction,  other 
States  will  follow  the  example  of  Georgia,  and, 
in  their  own  defence,  put  an  entire  stop  to  the 
further  increase  of  free  blacks  among  thetn.  Sore- 
ly, then,  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  will  not 
render  impracticable  that  melioration  which  they 
so  much  profess  to  cherish. 

But,  if  our  brethren  of  the  North  and  Kast  are 
indifferent  to  our  interests,  I  trust  thev  will  not  be 
regardless  of  their  own.  Sir,  I  thina  that  ail  the 
Atlantic  States  are  concerned  in  opposing-  this 
restriction.  If  the  confinement  of  thehlack  popu- 
lation to  the  east  of  the  Mississippi,  while  the 
whites  are  free  to  emigrate  to  the  West,  must  ne- 
cessarily alter  the  proportion  of  their  numbers,  as 
I  thiak  I  have  shown,  then,  in  which  ever  way  the 
slavery  of  the  blacks  may  terminate,  the  strength 
and  influence  of  the  Atlantic  States  will  he  greatly 
impaired.  As  our  population  advances  west^vrard- 
ly,  the  line  of  local  division  will  probably  be,  not 
as  at  present,  between  the  North  and  the  Soath, 
but  between  the  Western  and  Atlantic  States. 
On  all  questions  concerning  foreign  comnserce  or 
navigation,  the  interests  of  the  latter  will,  ia  time, 
be  ^e  same;  and  these  interests  cannot  be  pro- 
tected against  the  prepondemting  influence  ofthe 
West,  without  a  voice  and  numbers  that  will 
secure  respect.  Besides,  without  waiting'  for  the 
dangerous  epoch  I  have  mentioned,  if  the  argu- 
ments be  just,  that  a  State  will  possess  more 
wealth,  and  strength,  and  weight  in  the  Legisla- 
ture, when  inhabited  by  freemen  than  by  sfaves, 
it  seems  strange  that  gentlemen  from  the  North 
should  seek  to  increase  that  political  inflaence 
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which,  on  the  suppositioa  of  local  parties,  will  be 
opposed  to  them,  and  to  lessen  that  of  their  natu- 
ral allies. 

Before  I  conclude,  I  will  take  a  cursory  notice 
of  some  further  considerations  which  were  urged 
in  faror  of  this  restriction. 

The  member  from  New  York,  who  moved  the 
amendment,  (Mr.  Taylob,)  said  that  the  further 
diffusion  of  slaves  w^ould  lessen  the  revenue  of  the 
nation,  inasmuch  as  the  consumption  of  slaves  is 
less  than  that  (tf  freeoaen.  No  argument  could 
have  been  more  onforCunate  than  this.  It  is  well 
known  to  us  all,  that  the  slaveholding  Stateis  are 
generally  opposed  to  an  increase  of  ihe  impost,  and 
the  other  States  generally  friendly  to  it :  and  this 
because  we  are  the  greatest  consumers  of  imported 
goods,  and  they  are  the  most  extensively  enga^e4 
in  domestic  manarac tores.  Ask,  sir,  the  great  im- 
porters of  New  York  to  whom  tney  make  the  chief 
sale5  of  foreign  merchandise,  and  they  will  tell  you. 
to  the  mercli^nts  of  the  Carolinas,  of  Georgia,  and' 
Virginia. 

Another  objection  has  been  drawn  from  the  in- 
crease of  representation  which  Missouri  would  de- 
rive from  its  slave  population ;  and  a  member  from 
Pennsylvania,  (Mr.    Hemphill,}  in   urging  this 
argument,  observed  that  a  citizen  in  the  slavehold^ 
ing  States,  who  owned  an  hundred  slaves,  had  as 
many  votes  as  sixty  freemen  in  the  other  States. 
This  T&nark  did  not  partake  of  the  candor  which 
in  general  characterized  that  gentleman's  speech. 
Sir,  in  the  sh&veholding  States,  one  slaveholder, 
having  the  rig^ht  of  su&age,  has  no  more  votes 
than  another,  and  if  we  estimate  the  additional  in- 
floence  which  each  owner  derives  from  the  repre- 
sentation of  two-fifths  of  the  slaves^  it  will  be  foj^nd 
to  be  less  than  a  vote  and  a  half,  instead  of  sixty 
to  one.   For  this,  small  difference  of  political  power, 
tbey  pay  a  full  consideration,  not  only  by  bearing 
a  greater  share  of  direct  taxes,  but  by  contributing 
more  largely  to  the  revenue  arising  from  impost. 
Bat  these  objections  are,  moreover,  founded  on  the 
fallacy  that  the  number  of  slaves  will  be  increased 
by  their  further  introduction  into  Missouri.    But 
it  is  conceded  that  their  multiplication  is  as  great 
at  present  as  the  laws  of  nature  permit ;  and  we 
have  seen  that  they  will  continue  to  increase,  at 
their  present  rate,  whether  .they  be  confined  to  the 
slaveholding  States  or  not;  it  follows,  therefore, 
that  the  question  is  not  whether  we  shall  have  the 
same  number  on  the  east  or  the  west  side  of  the 
Mississippi. 

But  it  has  also  been  said,  that  the  slaves,  in  a 
slaveholding  State,  increase  taster  than  thefreemen. 
Sir,  the  census  elves  evidence  of  no  such  fact,  not- 
withstanding yniBt  more  than  one  publication  htis 
sta  ted  to  the  contrary.  If  we  ta ke  tne  whole  slave- 
boldiog'  district  together,,  (and  this  is  the  only  fair 
way  or  making  the  comparison,)  it  tvill  be  found 
that  the  increase  of  the  whites,  from  the  year  1800 
to  1810,  was  as  one  hundred  to  twenty-six,  while 
that  of  the  slaves,  in  the  same  time,  was  as  one 
hundred  to  one  hundred  and  twenty-nine.  This 
diSerence  of  increase  amounts  only  to  about  forty 
thousand  in  favor  of  the  blacks ;  which  is  certainly 
not  more  than  can  be  accounted  for  by  the  impor- 
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tation  from  the  year  1800  to  1808,  when  Congress 
put  a  stop  to  that  abominable  traffic ;  and  to  the 
emigration  to  the  northwest  of  the  Ohio^  of  which 
1  have  spoken.  Leaving  out  the  States  of  South 
Carolina  and  Georgia,  the  white  population  has 
^ined  a  little  upon  the  slaves.  The  truth  is,  that 
if  there  be  some  causes  more  favorable  to  the  nat- 
ural increase  of  the  blacks,  there  are  others  more 
favorable  to  that  of  the  whites.  There  is,  therefore, 
very  little  difference  between  them ;  and  the  in- 
crease of  both  is  nearly  at  its  maximum. 

There  is,  however^  an  objection  of  more  plausi- 
bility, to  which  I  will  advert.  It  is  said  that,  by 
extending  the  market  ibr  slaves  to  Missouri,  we 
shall  encourage  the  African  slave  trade.  Sir,  I 
cannot  be  brought  to  believe  that  our  Government 
is  not  able  to  carry  into  execution  the  laws  it  has 
made  against  this  disfirraceful  traffic.  But  suppo- 
sing that  a  small  number  of  slaves  should  be  smug- 
sled  into  the  country  in  spite  of  our  utmost  vigi- 
lance; they  vrill  then  remain  in  Louisiana  and 
Georgia,  where  their  labor  is  most  valuable,  and 
not  be  transported  in  to  Missouri.  The  slaves  which 
would  be  carried  t6  that  State  would  be  principally 
original  members  of  the  families  of  emigrants ;  and 
it  is  extremely  improbable  that  any  would  be  car- 
ried there  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  The  trade  is 
known  to  be  in  a  contrary  direction ;  nor  do  I  re- 
mem]}er  ever  to  have  seen  in  Vir^nia  a  slave  who 
was  born  in  Africa  ;  except  in  a  single  instance,  in 
a  town  in  which  I  live,  if  we  regard  the  known 
current  of  trade,  it  is  just  as  reasonable  to  suppose 
that  our  settlements  on  the  Missouri  will  give  new 
encouragement  to  the  smuggling  of  tea^  for  example, 
hi  Passamaquoddy  Bay,  as  of  negroes  in  Louisiana. 

But  the  zeal  and  ingenuity  of  gentlemen  have 
found  a  further  motive  for  this  restriction,  in  the 
peculiar  liability  of  slaveholding  States  to  insur- 
rections, and  in  the  greater  probability  of  their  in- 
volving the  General  Government  in  war.  But,  Mr. 
Chairman,  a  similar  objection  may  he  made  to  the 
further  extension  of  our  foreig^n  commerce.  All 
the  maritime  wars  in  which  this  Governnaent  has 
been  involved,  havegrowi^  out  of  foreign  commerce. 
Now,  what  Would  the  members  from  the  new 
State  of  Maine  say,  if  they  were  told,  that,  as  tl^at 
commerce  to  which  they  were  addicted,  was  dan- 
gerous to  the  peace  of  the  United  States,  they  must 
agree  to  abandon  it  before  they  could  be  admitted 
into  the  Union  ?  If  they  could  insist  that  they 
already  possessed  this  commerce,  that  the  other  acf- 
loining  States  were  allowed  to  prosecute  it  unmo- 
lested, and  that  no  discrimination  could  justly  be 
made  between  them  and  the  other  members  of  the 
same  Confederacy,  the  representative  of  Missouri 
might  allege  the  same  arguments  in  hb  favor ;  and 
no  reply  could  be  made  to  him,  which  would  not, 
with  equal  propriety,  be  made  to  the  members  from 
Maine.  Such  a  discrimination  being  equally  odi- 
ous, unreasonable,  and  oppressive  to  both,  I  trust 
it  will  be  attempted  on  neither. 

Having  now,  Mr.  Chairn/an,  examined  this  great 
question,  with  all  the  fairness  of  which  I  am  ca- 
pable, I  entreat  the  Committee  to  give  these  sug- 
gestions their  serious  consideration.  If  my  views 
of  the  consequences  of  this  policy  be  correct,  as  I 
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religiously  believe  them  to  be,  it  roust  be  seen  that 
the  slaveholding  States  are  bound  to  resist  the  re- 
striction at  every  hazard.  I  mean  not  this  as  a 
threat :  but  merely  to  remind  them  of  the  uncon- 
trollable influence  of  the  law  of  self-preservation.; 
and  to  appeal  to  the  interest  which  every  member 
of  this  Uommittee  must  take  in  the  safety  of  the 
Union,  and  the  welfare  of  every  part  of  it. 

When  Mr.  Tf-  ^^  concluded-— 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  rose  and  observed, 
that  a  lar^e  number  oi  his  constituents  had  ex- 
pressed their  opinion'^  in  opposition  to  the  opinion 
which  he  was  Known  to  entertain  on  this  subject, 
and  it  might  be  presumed  that  he  desired  to  deliver 
his  reasons  for  the  vote  which  he  should  give. 
But,  Mr.  S.  said,  the  public  business  was  suffer- 
ing by  the  protraction  of  the  debate ;  the  mem- 
bers are  weary  of  it ;  every  one's  opinion  was  made 
up  on  it :  and  he  was  unwilling  to  consume  the 
time  of  the  Committee  by  any  remarks  on  the  ques- 
tion. He  therefore  forebore,  and  he  hoped  the 
question  would  be  taken. 

]M[r.  Walkeb,  of  North  Carolina,  rose  then  to 
address  the  Committee  on  the  question  ;  but  the 
question  was  called  for  so  clamorously  and  so  per- 
severingly  that  Mr.  W.  could  proceed  no  farther 
than  to  move  that  the  Committee  rise. 

The  Committee  refused  to  rise,  by  almost  a 
unanimous  vote. 

Mr.  Beecher,  of  Ohio,  then  stated  that  ifwas 
his  wish  to  be  heard  on  the  question ;  and,  if  not 
allowed  an  opportunity  of  speaking  in  Committee, 
he  should  do  so  in  the  House,  unless  prevented  by 
force ;  and  he  moved  that  the  Committee  should 
then  rise. 

This  motion  was  lost  by  a  very  large  majority. 

Mr.  Smitq,  of  North  Carolina,  said  the  course 
he  was  about  to  propose  was  unusual  and  perhaps 
without  precedent — ^that  was,  to  call  the  previous 
question  in  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  but,  as  he 
conceived  the  motion  would  be  sustained  by  the 
rules  and  orders  of  the  House,  and  to  put  an  end 
to  any  further  debate  on  the  amendment,  he  moved 
r  for  the  previous  question  thereon. 

The  Chair  conceived  that  the  motion  was  not 
in^oi'der. 

Mr.  Randolph  asked  leave  of  the  mover  of  this 
course,  to  sufi^^est  to  him  a  less  invidious  mode 
of  getting  at  nis  object.  If  the  Committee  should 
consent  to  rise,  and  the  Hou^e  would  refuse  it 
leave  to  sit  again,  the  question  would  then  be  in 
the  House ;  and  that  was  the  only  way,  Mr.  R. 
said,  that  the  Committee,  worn  down  by  what  was 
called  a  discussion,  could  be  relieved  from  it.  He 
hoped,  wherever  possible,  that  the  previous  ques- 
tion should  be  dispensed  with ;  but  if  some  mode 
were  not  devised  of  getting  clear  of  this  debate,  he 
believed  he  should  become  reconciled  to  it — though 
a  man  convinced  against  his  will  was  of  the  same 
opinion  still. 

Mr.  Clay  ^Speaker)  observed,  that  the  previovs 
^[uestion  woula  not  effect  the  object  of  the  gentle- 
man who  moved  it ;  because  its  effect  would  be 
to  put  aside  the  question  on  the  amendment  alto- 
gether ;  and  though  that  might  be  a  very  hapny 
effect,  yet  it  was  not,  he  presumed,  desired  by  (ne 


Committee,  and  he  thought  it  fair  to  warn  gen- 
tlemen of  an  effect  that  he  supposed  was  not  an- 
ticipated. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  North  Carolina,  though  he  had 
felt  himself  at  entire  liberty  to  make  a  motion, 
intended  to  stop  the  debate,  inasmuch  as  he  had 
not  troubled  the  Committee  with  a  speech  on  the 
subject ;  yet,  as  the  effect  would  be  what  had  been 
stated  by  the  Speaker,  he  would  withdraw  his 
motion. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Taylor's 
proposed  restriction,  and  agreed  to,  by  from  12  to 
18  votes. 

Mr.  Taylor  then  moved  that  the  Committee 
rise,  as  he  presumed  it  was  not  prepared  to  go  into 
the  various  detaik  of  the  bill  this  evenin|^,  several 
of  which  were  important,  and  would  give  rise  to 
many  questions. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Scott  and 
Mr.  Strother,  and  supported  by  Mr.  Sbbgeakt. 
It,  however,  finally  prevailed,  and 

The  Committee  obtained  leave,  ayes  90,  to  sit 
again ;  and,  about  five  o'clock,  the  House  ad- 
journed, nn....* 


■jk^ 


S  atdrd  AY,  ■  March  26. 

Mr.  AacHEB,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Expenditures^  submitted  to  the  House  certain  doc- 
uments in  rmtion  to  the  expenditures  of  public 
moneys  in  the  Naval  Department,  and  to  a  re- 
trenchment of  expenditures  in  said  department; 
which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Smyth,  from  the  Conmiittee  on  Military 
Aflhirs,  who  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  establishing  an  additional  National 
Armory,  made  a  rejMrt  unfavorable  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  an  additional  armory ;  which  wa»  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Robert  Moore,  from  the  committee  ap> 
pointed  on  the  petition  of  John  Wdis,  made  a  re- 
port thereon ;  and,  by  leave  of  the  House,  reported 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  said  John  Wells ;  which 
bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

A  message  from  the  Sen&te  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
a^t  for  the  relief  of  Bowie,  Kurtz,  and  others,''  in 
which  they  adt  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 
The  bill  was  read  twice^and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  for  the  relief  of  the 
legal  representatives  of  John  O'Conner,  deecased, 
was  read  the  third  time :  when,  some  debate  ensu- 
ing  on  its  merits,  the  bill  was,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Stobbb,  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

THE  MISSOURI  BILL. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  announced  from  the 
Chair,  being  the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday — 

Mr.  Hill  renewed  the  motion  which  he  made 
yesterday,  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  be 
discharg[ed  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
Missouri  bill ;  but  the  motion  was  not  sustained 
by  a  majority  of  the  House. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  iilto  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  on  the  said  bilL 

Mr.  Storrs,  of  New  York,  moved  to  amend  the 
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biU  by  insarting,  in  th^  4tii  $eGti(»i,.(imiae4iately 
pieceding  the  restrictive  amendnMiit  adopted  ye»- 
teoday,)  the  following  proriso : 

••  Thst,  in  ail  tluit  traet  of  oolintfj  eedvd  by  Pranee 
to  the  United  States,  under  the  nsme  of  Loaisiana, 
which  lief  north  of  thirty-six  degr^s  and  thirty  min- 
QlttSMtfa  latitadet  excepting  on^  anch  part  thereof  ee 
is  indddcd  within  the  limits  of  the  State  oontenplated 
by  cbif  act,  there  shall  be  neither  slavery  nor  involnir- 
taiy  femtode,  otherwise  than  in  the  punishment  of 
criinet,  whereof  the  party  shall  have  been  duly  con- 
rkted:  Pr&ffided,  ahva^9,  That  any  person  escaping 
Into  the  laine*  from  whom  labor  or  serrtce  is  lawfolly 
dsimed  in  any  Sut^  or  Territory  of  the  United  SUtes, 
saeh  fugitive  may  be  lawfully  redaimed,  and  conveyed 
to  the  psneo  claiming  his  or  her  labor  or  service,  as 
afoTSsud.** 

Mr.  Storbs  supported  his  amendment  in  a  speech 
of  considerable  length ;  embracing,  iDcideatailv,  in 
the  jraoffe  of  his  remarks,  an  examination,  of  the 
ngltt  of  imposing  the  slavery,  restriction  on  Mie- 
souiL 

}dt.  RARnoLPB  aext  rose,  and  spoke  more  than 
four  hours  against  the  amendment,  and  on  the 
topics  connected  with  it,  the  subject  of  rettiictioD| 
Sac.  When  he  had  concluded,  (about  iudf-pnst 
four  o'clock,)  an  ine£fectual  motion  was  made  for 
the  Committee  to  rise. 

Ml  Begcreb,  of  Ohio,  then  took  the  floor,  and 
proceeded  a  short  time  in  a  ^peech  on  the  subject, 
\rheo  he  gave  way  for  a  motion  for  the  Commit- 
cee  to  rise,  which  prevailed,  and  about  five  o'clock 
the  House  adjourned. 


Monday,  February  28. 

Mr.  MEica  presented  a  petition  of  £  veriste  Mau- 
ri, a  native  of  Venice,  in  Italy,  and  a  natumlized 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  stating  that  it  i&  his 
intention  to  attempt  the  estaolishment  of  a  colony 
of  Venetians  in  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose 
of  cultivating  the  vine,  and  raising  the  silk  worm, 
and  praying  a  grant  of  one  himdred  and  sixty 
aoes  of  land  to  each  male  emigrant  of  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years  and  upwarde,  at  the  minimum 
price,  irith  an  extended  credit,  and  under  stieh 
other  terais  and  conditions  a»  Congress  may  think 
proper  to  preecribe. — Rderred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Pabbc  Lands. 

Mr.  SuGEAirr  presented  a  schedule  of  fees  of 
office,  proper  to  be  allowed  and  taxed  in  the  courts 
of  the  UnUed  States  in  the  district  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, approved  and  signed  by  Richard  Peters,  judge 
of  (he  district  court  of  that  district;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Randolph,  from  the  committee  apjpointed 
for  the  purpose,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
famiJy  of  the  late  Oliver  Hazard  Perry,  and  for 
the  education  of  his  children  at  the  public  charge; 
which  was  read  t'wice,  tod  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to-morrow.  * 

Mr.  Smyth,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
A£^rs,  reported  a  bill  respecting  the  military  es- 
tzbli^ment  of  the  United  States ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
t(HDorrow. 


Mr,  Smyth  reported  a  bill  authorizing  granU  of 
bounty  land,  in  certain  cases;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  aCommittee  of  the  Whole 
to-nu>rrow. 

Mr.  Haruin  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Euohfed,  That  •  comteittee  be  ftppointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  anthoriiing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  subscribe,  as  stock,  in  the  company  incor- 
porated by  the  Legifllature  of  Kentucky,  to  cut  a  canal 
round  the  falls  in  the  Ohio  river,  any  number  of  shares 
not  exceeding  five  hundred.' 

Mr.  H.  entered  into  some  explanations  in  support 
of  his  motion,  and  tp  secure  to  it  the  favor  of'the 
Hou?e. 

Mr.  HfiMnRiCKs,  of  Ohio,  proposed  an  amend- 
ment to  the  resolution,  having  for  its  object  to  inr 
elude  a  similar  inquiry  as  to  subscribing  a  like 
number  of  shares  to  the  stock  of  tbe  Jefferson  Ohio 
Canal  Company,  and  spoke  a  short  time  in  favor 
of  his  motion ;  when,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of 
MarvluBd,  the  resolution  was  for  the  present  laid 
on  the  tane. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CRAwronn,  the  Committee  of 
Claims  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  providing  by  law  for  the  compensation 
of  losses  occasioned  by  the  impressment  and  ap- 
plication of  private  property  to  the  militarv  service 
of  the  United  States,  during  the  late  Seminole 
war. 

SEMINOLE  WAR,  dec 

Mr.  Storbs,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  X7th  of  December  last,  to  inquire  and  report 
whether  any  of  the  public  moneys  appropriated  by 
Congress  for  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  regular 
Army  of  the  United  States,  since  the  4th  of  March, 
1815,  have  been  applied  to  the  support  of  any 
armyi  or  detachment  of  troops,  raised  without  the 
consent  of  this  House,  or  the  authority  of  Con- 
gress^ made  a  report  thereon;  which  was  read,  and 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  report  is  as  follows: 

The  committee  appointed,  on  the  10th  day  of  De- 
cember last,  to  inquire  and  report  to  the  House  of  Bep- 
resentativei  whether  any  of  me  public  moneys  appro- 
priated by  Congress,  for  the  pay  and  subsistence  of 
the  regular  Army  of  the  United  States,  since  the  4th 
day  of  March,  1815,  have  been  applied  to  the  support 
of  any  armyf  or  detachment  of  troops,  raised  without 
the  consent  of  the  House,  or  the  authority  of  Congress, 
respectfully  report:  That,  op  the  llthday  of  January, 
1818,  Colonel  David  Brearfy,  of  the  7th  regiment  of 
the  United  States  infantry,  who  was  about  to  proceed 
from  Hartford,  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  to  the  Creek 
Agency,  on  public  service,  was,  by  an  order  from  Major 
General  Edmund  P.  Gaines,  authorized  to  receive  into 
the  sen'ice  of  the  United  States  not  exceeding  five 
hundred  Indians  of  the  Creek  nation ;  and  should  thepr 
volunteer  their  services,  to  muster,  inspect,  end  provi- 
sion them,  and  direct  their  march  to  Fort  Scott.  In 
obedience  to  this  order.  Colonel  Brearly,  shortly  after 
his  arrival  at  the  Agency,  proceeded  to  fulfil  the  inten- 
tions of  the  commanding  General.  The  necessary 
measures  were  taken  for  assembling  the  warriors  of 
that  tribe;  and  it  being  ascertained  that  nearly  the 
whole  effective  force  oT  the  nation  would  consent  rto 
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senre^  arrangements  were  iDad»  fur'niaBtertng  Uiem 
into  ^service,  and  organising  tbem.    Theao  arrange- 
ments were^  that  t^e  whole  force  xtoM  to  be  dcnoraini^ 
ted  a  regiment,  to  conniiit  of  eighteen  companies,  to  be 
officeied  according  to  the  regalations  of  the  Army  of 
the  United  States;  that  William  Mcintosh,  the  prin- 
cipal war  chief  of  the  nation,  should  rank  as  full  colo- 
nel, and  the  two  chiefs,  George  Lovettand  Noble  Ken- 
nard,  as  majors.   This  srrangement  was  communicated 
to  General  Gaines,  then  at  Hartford,  who  approved  of 
the  proceeding  of  Colonel  Brearly,  informing  him^  by 
a  letterof  the  29lh  day  of  January,  1818,  that  he  would 
cheerfully  accept  the  services  of  all  the  Indians  who 
might  be  disposed  to  join  him;  which  disposition  Col. 
Bfearly  was  directed  to  encourage  as  far  as  practica- 
ble; Pursuant  to  these  instructions,  one  thousand  five 
hnndred  and  thirty-Seven  warriors  were  mustered  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  on  or  about  the  24th 
day  of  February,  1818^  and  served  until  the  early  part 
of  the  month  of  M^y  thereafter.  Including  Ooir  Haujo, 
a  chief  of  the  Creek  nation,  and  aeventy-five  warriora, 
who  had  been  mustered  into  aervice  on  the  8th  day  of 
December,  1817,  the  whole  number  of  Indian  forces 
employed  duiing  (his  period  amounted  to  one  thous- 
and six  hundred,  and  thirteen  men.    William  Mcintosh 
held  the  rank  of  brigadier  general,  and  received,  in  that 
capacity,  one  hundred  and  four  dollars  per  month  pay, 
seventy-two  dollsrs  per  month  f»r  subsistence,  forty 
dollsrs  per  month  for  forsge,  and  forty-two  dollars  and 
twenty-seven  cents  per  month,  allowance  for  servants; 
having  received,  for  two  months  and  fifteen  days  ser- 
vice, from  the  24th  day  of  February  to  the  ninth  day 
of  Mny,  1818,  the  sum  of  six  hundred  and  forty-five 
dollars  and  seventy -two  cents.     George  Lovctt,  Noble 
Kennard,  Bamuel  Hawkins,  and Blue,  were  as- 
signed to  the  rank  of  msjors,  in  which  capacity  they 
served  from  the  24th  day  of  February  until  the  llth 
day  of  April,  when  the  American  army,  under  the 
.  command  of  Major  General  Andrew  Jackson,  then  hav- 
ing  arrived  near  to  Suwaney  river,  after  the  capture  of 
Fort  St  Marks,  in  the  8|janish  province  of  East  Flori- 
da, Lovett  and  Kennard  were  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
full  colonels,  and  Hawkins  and  Blue  to  the  rank  of 
lieutenant  colonels,  in  which  rapacities  they  respec- 
tively served  until  they  were  discharged  from  service. 
These  persons  received  for  their  ticrvices  during  these 
periods,  the  full  allowance  m^de  fur  pay,  subsistence, 
forsge,  and  servants,  to  officers  of  the  like  rank  in  the 
regular  army.     The  vacancies  occasioned  in  the  regi- 
mental field  snd  staff  by  these  promotions,  were,  on 
the  12th  day  of  April,  1818,  partially  filled,  by  the  pro- 
motion to  the  rank  of  majors  of  two  diiefs,  John  Ber- 
nard and Mattpy,  who  had  served  as  captains 

from  the  24th  dsy  of  Februnry  until  that  time.  The 
general  fidd  and  Ntaff  further  co'nai^ted  of  one  assist* 
ant  adjutant  general,  who  received  per  month  sixty 
dollars  pay,  twenty-four  dollars  for  subsistence,  twen- 
ty-four dollars  for  forage,  and  twenty-eight  dollars  and 
eighteen  cents  aMowance  for  servants.  Four  assistant 
commissaries  of  purchases  were  ulso  appointed,  who, 
respectively,  received  ^alaries  at  the  rate  ol  thirteen  hun- 
dred dollars  per  annum.  In  addition  to  these,  28  cap- 
tains, 28  first  lieutenants,  and  28  uecond  lieutenants, 
were  appointed;  the  whole  force  having  been  divided 
into  28  companies.  These  officers  were,  at  the  first 
orgsnization  of  the  corps,  appointed. by  the  Creek  na- 
tion of  Indian's,  under  the  sanction  of  the  commanding 
General.  By  what  authority  the  original  arrangement 
for  the  organization  was  changed,  the  rank  of  several 


of  the  chiefs  raised,  and  an  additional  nnmber  of  field 
and  staff  officers  appointed,  the  eonmittee  have  not 
been  able,  conclusively,  to  ascertain ;  bot,  as  these  Tm- 
rious  transactions  appear  on  the  regular  pAV-rolla  of 
the  corps,  which  have  been  paased  to  the  credit  of  tba 
oflScer  who  made  the  diaburaemeni,  and  have  been  re- 
cognised at  the  War  Department,  it  ia  preattnied  that 
they  most  have  occurred  with  the  sanction  of  soma 
public  agent.  The  promotions,  which  took  place  ncex 
Sawaney  river  on  the  12th  day  of  April,  1;$I6,  were 
made  by  order  of  Major  General  Jackson* 

The  ainna  paid  to  these  Indian  forces  lor  their  aer* 
vicea  amount  to  thirty  thousand  one  hundred  and 
twenty-seven  dollars  and  forty-nine  oenta,  indudins 
the  aum  of  three  thousand  five  hundred  and  fiirty-dght 
doUara  and  forty-eight  centa,  paid  to  the  General,  Field, 
and  Staff.  To  ascertain  out  of  what  fund  theee  dia- 
bursements  were  made,  a  letter  was  addressed  to  the 
Second  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  in  whose  office  theee 
accounts  were  audited,  which,  with  his  answer  thereto, 
dated  on  the  14th  ultimo,  ia  aubmitted  with  this  re- 
port. By  this  communication,  it  appeara  that  it  be- 
caqie  qneationable  out  of  what  fund  theae  foreee  were 
to  be  paid ;  but,  after  examination,  it  was  cOncJaded 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  War  Departitient,  for  the  rea- 
sons stated  in  the  said  letter,  to  cany  the  eipeaditiure 
to  the  charge  of  the  appropriation  made  by  C^ongreas 
for  the  pay  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States  for  that 
year. 

For  the  purpose  of  determining  with  certainty  by 
what  authority  these  forcea  were  raised,  the  Secretaiy 
of  the  War  Department  waa  requeated  to  furnish  to 
the  committee  "  copiea  of  any  ordera  (if  any  such  ex- 
isted) which  might  have  iaaued  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment" to  the  commanding  officera  of  the  aonthem 
diviaion  of  the  army,  **  by  virtue  of  which"  these  Indian 
forcea  were  "raiaed,  officered,  and  taken  into  ser- 
vice." The  answer  of  the  Secretary  of  that  depart- 
ment, dated  on  the  22d  ultimo,  referring  the  committee 
to  the  dbcuments  therein  ststed,  contains  sU  the  infor- 
mation relating  to  the  aObject  of  inquiry  existing  in 
the  War  Department,  After  careful  and  deliberate 
examination  of  theae  documents,  the  committee  cannot 
diacover  that  any  ordera  whatever  are  therein  con- 
tained, which,  by  the  moat  forced  and  artificial  con- 
atruction,  could  be^deemed  even  to  imply  an  authority 
from  the  War  Department  to  muster  into  aervice, 
organise,  or  employ,  the  Indian  forcea  under  the  com- 
mand of  William  Mcintosh  and  the  chicfa  of  the  Creek 
nation.  The  papers  referred  to  contain  no  ordera 
whatever  addreased  to  General  Gainea,  and  only  one 
bears  date  pravioua  to  the  iasuing  of  the  orders  by  that 
officer  to  Colonel  Brearly  for  employing  the  Indian 
warriors.  This  order  is  addressed  to  Major  General 
Jackson;  and,  so  far  aa  this  communication  and  the 
answer  of  Gen.  Jackson  thereto,  of  the  29lh  January, 
1818,  furnish  any  aid  to  this  branch  of  the  inquiry,  it 
is  strongly  to  be  inferred  that  the  employment  of  these 
forces  wss  neither  in  accordance  with  the  views  of 
the  War  Department,  nor  justified  by  any  exiating^ 
necessity.  In  the  communication  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  General  Jackson,  of  the  26th  day  of  Decem- 
ber, 1817,  directing  him  to  assume  the  command  of  the 
forces  employed  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Scott,  againat 
the  Seminole  Indians,  he  waa  informed  that  "  the  reg- 
ular forpe  now  there  waa  about  eight  hundred  atrong," 
and  "  one  thouaand  militia  of  the  State  of  Geor;^ta 
were  called  into  service ;"  **  that  General  Gaines  eeti- 
mated  the  atrength  of  the  Indians  at  twenty<«even 
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bandred."    The  tiiswer  of  Genarft!  Jackson   to  tho 
War  Department,  9f  the  26th  Janaary,  1818,  infonned 
that  Department,  that  **  the  troopa  aasembled  on  the 
aoathern  boundaiy,  reisforced  with  the  Tenneaeee 
▼olonteera  called  into  lervtce/*  would  enable  him  **  to 
inflict  speedy  and  merited  chaetiaement  on  the  deluded 
Beminolei.''    Theae  Indian  forces  were  not  mustered 
into  service  until  the  34th  day  of  Febcuaij  thereaAer. 
In  the  judgment,  therefore,  of  the  commanding  officer, 
of  the  southern  division  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,  the  addition  of  this  extraordinary  Ibrce  of  sir- 
teen' hundred  and  thirteen  Indian  warriors  was  not 
deemed  necessary  to  the  ezectttio4  of  the  orders  which 
had  been  isaued  ibr  '*  a  speedy  and  suoceseful  termi- 
nation of  the  Indian  war.*'    In  confirmation  of  the  opin- 
ion that  the  employment  of  these  forces  was  viewed 
in  that  light  by  the  commanding  Greneral,  the  commit- 
tee submit  with  thu  report  the  proceedings  of  a  court 
martial  convened  by  hia  order  Ibr  the  trial  of  Colonel 
David  Brearly,  who  was  arrested  ot»  the  application 
of  General  Gainei  on  charges  of  alleged  neglect  of 
doty  in  not  forwarding  certain  auppltes  from  tho  Creek 
Agency,  destined-  for  the  use  of  the*  troope  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  Georgia  mUitia  atationed  near  the 
Cbehaw  viUsge  and  at  Fori  Scott.    To  thestf  charges 
exhibited  by  General  Gaines  was  added,  by  order  of 
Major  General  Jackson^  a  charge  of  "  unmiiitary  con- 
duct," under  which  was  specified  an  alleged  ofience, 
**  that  the  said  Cok>nel  David  Brearly  did,  in  the  month 
of  Febniafy  or  March,  18I8,,muater  into  the  service 
of  the  l/oited  States  a  large  hody  of  Indian  warriors, 
at  or  near  Fort  Mitchell,  thereby  consuming  a  large 
quantity  of  the  supplies  laid  in  and  destined  ibr  the 
lelief  of  Fort  Scott,  and  to  furnish  the  JTenneasee  vol- 
unteers ;"  which  act  ie  therein  alleged  to  have  **  tended 
maniftstly  to  the  ii^uiyof  the  service." 

After  an  investigation  of  several  days,  Col.  Brearly 
was  honorably  a!cquitted  of  all  the  chargea  preferred 
against  him.  The  commanding  General,  by  an  order 
of  the  6th  day  of  August,  1818,  approving  the  sen- 
tence of  the  court  on  this  specification,  observed  that 
''they  had,  from  the  documents  produced,  properly  fdund 
him  not  gailiy,  as  it  appeared  from  General  Gaines's 
letter,  bearing  date  the  S9th  of  January,  that  he  was 
ordered  to  accept  all  the  Indians  that  might  be  dis- 
posed to  join  him."  Notwithstanding  the  commission 
of  this  acts  ■<>  **  manifestly"  injurious  to  the  service, 
waa  thus  directly  traced  to  the  superior  officer  of  Colo- 
nel Brearly,  no  proceedinga  have  been  since  instituted 
to  fix  the  responsibility  of  the  alleged  offence  on  the 
oflieer  from  whom  the  orde^  emanated. 

The  committee  fnrthe)r  report,  that  it  appears  from 
the  documents  to  which  they  have  been  referred  by 
the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  of  the  22d  ultimo, 
that  Major  General  Andrew  Jackson  having  been  di- 
rected by  that  Department,  on  the  36th  of  December, 
1817,  to  assume  the  command  of  the  forces  in  the 
vicinity  of  Fort  Scott,  waa  ordered  to  call  on  the  Ex- 
ecutives of  the  adjoining  States  for  such  additional 
militia  force  of  tho  said  States  as  he  should  deem  it 
requisite  to  raise  for  the  execution  of  his  orderi/  to 
terminate  the  conflict  th^  commenced  with  the  Sem- 
inole tribe  of  Indians.  Instead  of  obeying  this  order, 
he  proceeded  to  levy  an  army  from  the  people  of 
the'  States  of  Tennessee  and  Kentucky,  by  circular 
letters,  prirately  addressed  to  individual  citizens  of  his 
own  selection.  In  this  circular  address  dated  on  the 
1 1th  day  of  January,  1818,  the  aid  of  one  regiment 
only,  to  be  composed  of  ono  thouaand  men,  waa  re- 


quested. At  a  meeting,  however,  of  the  eitiiens  who 
were  to  command,  as  ofllcera,  this  corps  of  levies,  6n 
the  19th  day  of  January,  thereafter,  General  Jackson 
accepted  the  services  of  two  regimento,  to  be  raised  by 
voluntary  enlistments,  which  were  accordingly  assem- 
bled together,  consisting  of  one  thousand  two  hundred 
and  eighty-six  citixens  of  those  States,  who  were  organ- 
ised as  auxiliaries,  into  an  army  of  mounted  gunmen. 
Tile  organization  of  the  officers  commanding  theae 
.regiments  was  made  under  the  authority  and  sanction 
of  the  commanding  General,  and  consisted  of  one 
assistent  adjuUnt  general,  one  assistant  inspector 
general,  one  assistant  deputy  quartermaster  general, 
one  judge  advocate,  one  chaplain,  two  colonels,  foiit 
lieutenant  colonels,  four  msjors,  faur  adjutants,  one 
forage  maater,  one  assistant  forage  master,  two  sur- 
geons, four  surgeons'  mates,  two  qoartarmaslers,  and 
eight  non-commissioned  staff.  To  this  organization 
of  the  general  regimental  field  and  staff,  were  added 
twenty  captains^  twenty  first  lieu  tonanta,  twenty  second 
lientenanta,  eleven  third  lieutenants,  and  seventeen 
cornets.  The  additional  lieutenant  colonel  and  major 
to  each  regiment  was  made  in  cons^uence  of  an  agree- 
ment for  that  purpose  originally  made  by  General 
Jackson.  The  ruinous  tendencyof  these  unauthor- 
ized proceedings  is  forcibly  illustrated  by  the  fact, 
that,  on  the  aasembliog  of  these  forces  for  the  purpoee 
of  being  mustered  into  servioe,  at  Fayetteville,  they 
brought  with  them  into  camp  no  :le8S  than  forty  cap- 
tains. The  reason  given  by.  tbe  Inspector  General  of 
the  southern  division  of  the  Army,  who  mustered 
them  into  service,  by  order  of  General  Jackson,  for 
appointing  an  extraordinary  number  and  grade  of 
company  officera,  appears  in  a  letter  addressed  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  by  thar  officer,  of  the  9th  February, 
1818.  In  thi*  letter  Colonel  Uayhe  observes,  that  to 
**  merge  tbe  leaser  fractions  into  the  larger,  and  thus 
amalgamate  them  into  single  companies,  to  cut  down 
captains,  to  leave  out  subaltorns,^and  yet  to  aatkfV 

f"l  ^?~,**  ^  •i***^  "•"'  '^•»  **•«  «  wy  <lifficult 
taak  indeod.  To  effect  this  object,  I  have  been  oMiged, 
in  a  nnrntier  of  cases,  to  give  an  additional  lieutenant 
and  cornet  to  the  oompaniea."  On  the  assembling 
of  these  troops.  General  Jackson  iproceeded  to  direct 
the  disposition  for  their  use  of  the  Sunds  placed  in  the 
handa  of  the  regularly  appointed  tifficera  of  the  Army 
of  the  Uooed  States,  imposed  orf  Major  Fanning,  of 
the  corps  of  artillery,  the  temporary  duties  of  deputy 
quartermaster  general,  and  vested  hia  with  authority 
to  draw  on  the  Quariermaster  General  for  any  addi- 
tional sums  wanted  for  supplies!. '  To  facilitate  their 
march,  ha  also  authorized  th^  loapector  General  of 
the  aouthern  division  of  the  Army  to  draw,  either  on 
the  Secretary  of  War  or  the  Quartermaster  General 
at  Fort  Scott,  for  such  funds  aa  might  be  found  neces- 
sary. .  These  troops,  thus  mustered  into  service,  and 
organized,  served  from  the  Slat  day  of  January,  1818, 
untii  the  2.')th  day  of  Ji^ne  thereafter,  and  have  re- 
ceived from  the  public  ftinds  the  pay  and  allowances 
made  to  the  tegulaf  armies  of  the  nation. 

The  committee  further  report  that  two  companies 
of  rangers,  jinder  the  command  of  Captains  Boyle  and 
Gist,  consisting  of  about  one  hundred  and  forty-five 
men,  were  called  into  service  by  order  of  Major  General 
Jackson,  during  the  Seminole  war.  It  does  not  ap- 
pear that  these  forces  were  mustered  into  service  pur- 
suant to  any  requirement  on  anp;  civil  or  executive 
officer  of  any  State  or  'f  erritory.  By  the  letter  of 
Wilfiam  W.  Bibb,  Governor  of  th^  Alabaiha  Territory, 
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aaled  on  the  16th  day  of  April,  1818,  it  ftppoan  that 
ftt  the  data  he  wai  **  ignorant  of  the  viawa  of  the  (Sot- 
ammeot  with  raapael  to  Floritia/'  that  ha  •'  knatr  not 
the  ordara  which  had  been  iatued  to  General  Jadiaon," 
and  that  he  waa  *<  not  acqaainted,  in  any  degree,. with 
the  arrangementa  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  for 
proeeoiitiiig  the  war  againat  the  Beminole  Indiana. 
The  anawer  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  GoTemor 
Bibb,«omninnieating  the  information  of  thoia  arrange- 
menta in  reply  to  hia  inqoiriaa,  waa  trammitted  ftom 
the  War  Department  on  the  lath  day  of  May*  1818. 
No  mneter  or  pay-roUa  of  theae  foreee  haTe  yet  been 
noeiTed  at  the  War  DepartmenI,  and  no  doeameata 
can  be  famiriied  in  the  public  officee,  by' which  the 
nnmber  of  theae  ioroee,  the  period  Of  their  enliatment 
or  difldiargd,  the  mode  in  which  the  officera  ware  ap- 

?»inted«  or  by  whom,  can  be  ntiafactorily  detarminad. 
he  commnnication  addreased  to  the  eommittea  by  die 
fteereUry  of  War,  on  the  18th  inaUftt,  conUine  all 
the  information  eiiating  in  the  War  Department  rela- 
tive -to  theae  conpantaa  of  rangers.    The  obiact  for 
which  these  focoea  were  raised,  appaara  in  the  letter 
of  General  Xaekaon  to  the  War  Department,  dated  on 
the  Sd  day  of  June,  1816,  and  the  instructions  issued 
to  them  were  to  scour  the  country  between  the  Mobile 
and  Apalaehicola  rivers,  exterminating  every  hostUe 
party  who  should  dsre  to  resist,  and  would  not  sor- 
lander  and  remove  with  their  fomiliea  above  the  thirty- 
ftnt  degree  of  latitude.    Excepting  this  letter,  the 
ODiy  infenaation  relative  to  these  forces,  which  exiaU 
in  the  War  Department,  is  found  in  the  papera  refer- 
red to  in  the  letter  of  the  Seentaiy  of  War  of  the  19tfa 
instant.     From  them  it  appears,  that  Captain  John 
B.  Hogan,  paymaater  af  the  4th  regiment  of  infan- 
try, waa  directed  by  Cohmel  King,  on  the  18lh  day 
of  September,   1818,  to  prepare  an   satimate  of  Ae 
•mount  of  funds  necessary  to  pay  them  off.    This 
oatimate  is  submitted  with  this  report,  and  it  appears 
thereby,  that  the  sum  required  for  this  pmnoMaaMunU 
to  nineteen  ^ousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-seven 
dalibrs  and  ninety*two  oenU,inclnding  eight  thousand 
five  hundred  and  aixty-three  doUars,  for  pay,  seven 
hundred  and  twenty  dollars  for  subsistenee;  and  ten 
thousand  fiye  hundred  and  eighty-four  dollars  allow- 
anoe  for  the  use  and  risk  of  horses. 

These  various  forces,  forming  no  part  of  the  Military 
Establishment  of  the  United  States  authoritcd  by  Con- 
gress, and  not  having  been  called  into  service  by  virtue 
of  any  law  providing  for  calling  forth  the  militia  of 
the  several  States,  the  committee,  in  obedience  to  the 
Tesolntion  of  the  House,  which  has  imposed  on  them 
the  duty  of  reporting  whether  any  of  the  appropriations 
for  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  regular  Army  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  have  been  applied  to  the  support  of  any 
army  or  detachment  of  troops  raised  without  the  con- 
sent of  this  House,  or  the  authority  of  Congress, 
deeming  that  on  the  preservation  of  |he  Constitutional 
powers  of  Congress  the  chief  security  of  the  people  of 
these  United  States  against  all  encroachments  on  their 
Uberties  must' for  ever  depend,  and  that  on  the  firm-, 
nesa,  independence,  and  fidelity  of  their  immediate 
Representatives,  they  justly  rely  for  the  protection  of 
the  solemn'  trust  confided  to  their  charge,  do  unre- 
servedly expreas  to  the  House  their  opinion,  that  the 
levying  of  these  feroes,  their  oigauization  and  employ- 
ment in  the  public  service,  was  in  violation  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  Su^es,  and  a  dangerous 
infringement  on  the  poweA  of  Congress. 
To  attempt  aeriously  to  establish,  by  argument,  that 


Congreas  done  possesses  the  power  to  raiaa  nrmiaB, 
ittslMkd  of  partakmg  of  the  nature  of  an  inqniry  Imw 
extensive  the  breadi  sustemed  by  the  Constitution  lias 
l>een,  would  rather  imply  that  it  miglit  be  donbtod 
whether  we  have  any  Conotitution  at  all.  Eo  no  tn- 
etance  of  the  delegation  of  sovereignty  to  the  Paderal 
Government  have  the  people  mantfosted  greater  can- 
tion  and  wiadom,  than  in  confiding  to  their  imuMdiate 
Repreaentativea  the  exercise  of  this  power,  which, 
above  all  otiien,  is  susceptible  of  the  -meet  alarm  iag 
abuses  in  every  government,  l^e  experience  of  nil 
nations  had  uniformly  taught  &am  that  their  only 
security  from  violence  and  rapacity  waa  to  be  foond 
in  the  carefol  restraint  of  its  exeieise.  In  thealectrve 
franchise  an  adequate  remedy  waa  provided  for  the 
redress  of  moat  of  those  abuses  vHiich  originate  from 
the  temptations  of  avarice  and  the  love  of  power;  hut 
they  well  knew,  that  whenever  their  libertice  ahould 
be  directly  aasailad,  the  physical  force  of  the  Govam- 
ment  alone  could  be  resorted  to,  for  the  auoceaafnl 
aocompKshmont  of  the  designs  of  ambition.  The  un- 
limited power  of  supporting  any  military  eatahUah- 
ment  whatever  is  denied,  even  to  Congreaa ;  and  the 
term  of  appropriations  for  this  object  haa  baan  wiaely 
restricted  to  the  Constitutional  period  of  aervice  of  the 
members  of  this  House.  So  highly  fHught  with  dan- 
ger has  the  raising  of  troops,  and  their  maintenance, 
been  considered,  that,  except  in  time  of  war,  aeftoal 
invasion,  or  imminent  danger)  these  powers  have  been 
withheld  from  the  State  Legislatures;  aovaieigntica — 
whaae  jurisdictions  are  mare  oomprehenaive  and  in- 
definite thata  any  known  to  our  institutiona.  To  levy 
armies,  without  the  authority  of  Congress,  ia,  there- 
fore, to  substitute  the  aibitrary  pleasure  or  caprice  af 
individuals,  in  the  place  of  the  national  will,  and  to 
violate  all  those  aecmities  which  the  people  hniva  pro- 
vided for  their  safety. 

The  nature  or  character  of  thfaaesumptionof  power 
derives  no  axonption  from  the  application  of  theae 
prineiplea,  by  reason  of  the  particular  deacription  of 
the  iwrcea  originally  called  into  service  by  Oenesal 
Gaines,  and  subsaqnently  commanded  by  Oeneral 
Jackson.  As  lawfall]^  might  a  ctommanding  officer  in 
the  army,  of  his  own  attthority,  receive  into  the  aer- 
vice of  the  United  States,  as  auxiliaries,  the  ibroas 
autionad  in  the  naigMMNring  provincea  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, as  to  embody  and  organise  into  regular  armies, 
and  associate  with  his  command,  the  Indian  trihea 
residing  within  our  joriadictiontl  limits.  In  rriatioa 
to  forces  of  this  latter  description,  the  Conatitntion 
haa  heretofore  received  a  practical  expoaition  from 
Congress  \  which,  whether  we  consider  the  peri<Ml  of 
its  anactn^ent,  or  the  character  of  the  diatin^niahed 
patriot  ai^d  atateaman,*  fram  the  history  of  whose  nd- 
ministration  this  illustration  is  derived,  is  entitled  to 
tha  greatest  consideration  and  reapect.  So  clearly 
does  it  seem  to  have  been  at  that  time  conaidered 
that  the  power  of  employing  Indian  foroee  in  the 
public  service,  even  for  the  protection  of  the  frontier, 
had  not  been  vested  even  in  the  Executive  Depart- 
ment, that,  in  the  act  entitled  '*  An  a<*t  msking  far- 
ther and  more  effectual  provision  for  the  protection  of 
the  frontierB  of  the  United  Staiss,"  approved  on  the 
6th  day  of  March,  1792,  it  waa  foond  neceaaary  to 
derive  that  power  firom  the  authority  of  Congreaa; 
and  the  President  of  the  United  Stateawaa,  by  the 
16th  section  of  the  said  act,  aothorized  by  Congraaa 
to  employ,  in  the  pubfic  aervice  of  the  nation,  that 
description  of  foreea,   in  case  ha  should  deem   the 
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meuoic  to  be  expedient.  This  act  wu  tepealed  bj 
Congreas,  and  the  authority,  tboa  conferred,  ceased 
on  the  3d  day  of  March,  1795. 

The  appointments  of  the  officers  of  this  corps  of  In- 
dians, ind  Che  promotion  vrhich  took  place  by  order 
of  General  Jackson,  were  also,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
cofflonttee,  an  infringement  on  the  powers  confided  to 
the  EzeentiTe  of  the  United  States  and  to  the  Senate. 
It  is  scarcely  more  than  to  repea't  a  "mere  political 
troisD,  to  aay  that  the  exercise  of  all  power  whateTer, 
Dot  derived  from  the  will  of  the  people,  la  not  only  in 
itielf  nnlawfiily  but  contrary  to  the  fandamental  prin- 
ciples of  every  free  govemraenty  and  the  orderly  ad- 
mmistration  of  its  public  concerns.    The  declared  will 
of  the  nation  has  intrusted  to  the  President  and  Ben- 
ate  alone  the  power  of  appointment  to  all  offices,  not 
otherwise  proTided  for  by  the  Constitution.    The  pru-' 
dence  and  wisdom  of  these  eminent  and  distinguished 
funetionaiies  of  the  GoTemment,  were  the  guaranties 
on  whidi  the  pe4>ple  relied  for  the  careful  selection  of 
those  sabordinate  agents  to  whom  the  swo^d  of  the 
nation  was  to  be  intrusted.    The  assumption,  there- 
fore, by  others,  of  the  responsibility  of  ezercising  ^is 
power,  is  self^reated— unrecognised  by  our  institu- 
tiona,  and  tends  to  the  most  pernidona  and  alarming 
disorders  in  the  administration  of  the  GoTcrnment    In 
the  case  of  mititnry  appointotents,  the  moat  powerful 
as  well  as  the  most  obvioiu  consideiations  especially 
demand  that  tJtoB  power  should  not  be  wrested  from 
the  hands  of  those  on  whom  alone  the  Constitution 
has  imposed  this  high  responsibility. 

The  Congress  of  the  United  States  alone  is  vested  with 
the  general  authority  to  organize  the  militia,  and  to 
provide  for  calling  them  forth  for  the  purpof  es  expressed 
in  the  Constitution.  These  powers  hsTe  been  executed. 
hot  only  the  organization,  but  the  rank  and  deacrip- 
tion  of  the  officcis  of  the  militia  haa  been  preaeribed 
by  the  act  of  Congreaa  of  the  8th  day  of  May,  1793, 
and  the  act  of  the  Sd  day  of  March,  1803.  Pf either 
ofthese  acts  contain  any  authority  for  the  appointment 
of  thoee  descriptions  of  officera  selected  for  the  com- 
mand of  the  corps  of  volunteers,  who  were  respectively 
invevted  witb  the  rank  of  Assistant  Adjutant  General, 
Assistant  Inspector  General,  and  Assistant  Deputy 
Quartermaster  General.  These  offices  have  been  cre- 
ated only  in  the  regular  Army  of  the  United  States. 

The  extraordinary  assignation  of  an  additional  lieu- 
tenuit  colonel  and  major  to  each  regiment,  and  a  third 
lieate&tnt  and  cornet  to  each  company,  is  also  un- 
known to  the  laws  providing  for  the  organisation  of 
the  lailttia.  With  whatever  force  the  propriety  or  ne- 
ennty  of  varying  these  laws  may  be  urged,  until  the 
CongvHi  of  the  United  Stotes,  who  are  the  Constitu- 
tional judges' of  the  utility  of  such  a  measure,  and  who 
have  the  exdostTe  right  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the 
milifia,  and  the  sole  power  to  estebiish  regulations  for 
their  government,  shall,  by  thd^  authority  with  which' 
they  have  been  thua  invested,  revise  the  present  system, 
there  is  no  power  known  to  our  institutions  which  can 
JawfuUy  execute  any  schemes  of  reformation  or  im- 
provement in  the  eatabliahed  organization  of  the  mili- 
tary force  of  the  nation. 

By  the  further  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  the 
appointment  of  the  officers  of  the  militia  is  expressly 
reserved  to  the  States.  The  object  of  this  reservation 
of  power  was  to  provide  for  the  security  of  the  people 
against  the  ancceas  of  any  deaign  which  might  be 
formed  to  alienaite  the  militia  from  the  allegiance  which 
they  owed  to  their  respective  Stetes.    So  *<  necessary 


to  the  existence  of  our  Union,  and  a  free  government, 
has  the  presentation  of  the  righte  of  individual  Stotes, 
in  their  full  extent,  according  to  a  just  construction  of 
the  principles  of  our  Constitution,"  been  considered 
by  Congress,  that  the  utmost  extent  of  power  to  call 
forth  the  militia,  conferred  by  the  act  of  the  28ih  of 
February,  1795,  even  on  the  Executive,  has  only  au-^ 
thorized  the  irauing  of  orders  for  that  purpose  to  the 
**  officers  of  the  militia."  Neither  the  Executive,  by 
virtue  of  any  authority  which  haa  been  conferred  by 
this  act,  or  much  less  an  officer  of  the  regular  Army, 
of  his  own  authority,  can,  without  the  assumption  of 
powers  repugnant  to  the  principles  of  the  Constitution, 
and  of  the  most  dangerous  tendency,  proceed  to  levy 
armies  by  enlistment  from  the  citizens  of  the  respective 
States.  '  When  it  is  further  considered  that  the  author- 
ity of  the  States  over  their  militia  "  ceaaes  when  they 
are  called  into  the  service  of  the  Genersl  Government ; 
that  they  **  constitute  a  part  of  the  national  force  for 
the  time,  as  essentially  as  the  troops  of  the  regular 
Army  ;*'  that,  **  like  the  regular  troops,  they  are  paid 
by  the  nation  ;  like  them,  their  operations  are  directed 
by  the  same  government;'*  and  that  their  superior 
commander  mav  be  designated  by  the  Executive  of  the 
United  States,  it  is  evident  that  the  chief  reliance  of 
the  States  for  the  preservation  of  this  great  bulwark  of 
their  liberties,  must  essentially  consist  in  scrupulously 
retaining  the  selection  of  those  officers  to  whose  au- 
thority their  citizens  are  to  be  immediately  subjected. 
From  whatever  source,  therefore,  the  officera  selected 
for  the  command  of  these  volunteer  forces  might  have 
received  their  rank,  the  power  to  appoint  them  was 
self-assumed,  inasmuch  aa  the  appointments  were  not 
made,  and  they  held  no  commissions  by  virtue  of  any 
authority  for  that  purpose,  derived  from  any  of  the 
Sutes. 

The  committee  submit  to  the  House  with  this  re- 
port, a  vindication  of  the  proceedings  of  General  Gainea, 
addressed  by  that  officer  to  the  Department  of  War, 
dated  at  Auguste,  in  the  Stete  of  Georgia,  on  the  17th 
day  of  October,  1819.  This  document  chiefly  relatea 
to  the  result  of  the  measures  adopted  by  the  Senate  of 
the  United  SUtea  at  the  last  session  of  Congress ;  and, 
although  the  committee  do  not  consider  that  aubject 
to  be  directly  connected  with  their  duties,  as  prescribed 
by  the  resolution  of  the  House,  yet  they  are  impelled 
by  a  sense  of  that  justice  which  is  due  to  an  officer 
whose  proceedings  are  the  subject  of  inquiry,  to  furnish 
all  the  information  within  their  power,  however  re- 
motely affecting  the  inveatigatibn  coniided  to  their 
charge. 

It  doea  not  appear  to  the  committee  at  what  time 
General  Gainea  made  known  to  the  War  Department 
his  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  assembling  and  or- 
ganization of  the  Creek  warriora,  under  the  command 
of  WUliam  Mcintosh.  In  a  letter  addressed  to  that 
Department,  on  the  16th  day  of  Deoember,  1817,  he 
oUerves,  that  the  steps  which  he  had  token  were 
''known  to  the  Department , of  War;"  but  the  date 
of  this  letter  was  several  daya  antecedent  to  the  first 
order  issued  to  Colonel  Brearly  for  the  mustering  of 
these  forces. 

That  a  crisis  of  such  great  public  peril  and  immir 
nent  danger  to  the  nation,  might  exist,  as  to  palliate,  if 
not  in  a  great  meaaure  justify,  a  commanding  General 
in  departing  from  the  atrict  rulea  of  subordination  and 
obedience,  the  committee  most  readily  admit;  but 
they  believe  that  a  careful  examination  of  the  dtcum- 
stancea  under  which  these  Indian  forcea  were  aasem- 
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bled,  must  lead  to  the  conviction  thtt  any  necessity 
which  might  have  been  supposed  to  exist  for  resorting 
to  this  extraordinary  proceeding,  is  rather  to  be  im- 
puted to  the  premAturo  commencement  of  hostilities 
by  the  commanding  General,  than  to  any  unforeseen 
or  inevitable  events  not  within  his  own  control,  and 
which  a  cautious  and  prudent  foresight  of  the  proba- 
ble result  of  his  own  mcMures  would  not  have  en- 
abled him  to  avoid. 

The  waste  of  the  public  resources  which  has  result- 
•^d  from  these  ▼arious  assumptions  of  the  power  of 
raising  armies,  is  not  among  the  least  of  the  pernicious 
<^i8orders  which  have  originated  from  these  unauthor- 
ized measures.  The  committee  eubmit  to  the  House 
with  this  report  an  abstract  of  the  mustei  rolls  of  the 
militia,  volunteers,  and  Indian  warriors,  employed  in 
the  public  service  during  the  late  operations  of  the 
army  against  the  Indians,  on  the  southern  frontier  of 
the  United  States.  It  appears  from  this  document, 
furnished  from  the  office  of  the  Paymaster  General, 
that  the  whole  number  of  such  forces  (including  the 
rangers  under  the  compand  of  Captains  Boyle  and 
Gist,)  employed  during  the  war  with  the  Seminole 
Indians,  exclusive  of  the  troops  of  the  regular  army, 
amounting  to  six  thousand  and  fifty-eight  men,  of 
which  number  four  hundred  and  twenty  served  in  the 
general  and  regimental  field  and  stafiT,  and  as  company 
officers.  The  whole  number  of  forces,  of  alt  descrip- 
tions, actually  in  service  on  the  1st  day  of  April,  1818, 
amounted  to  upwards  of  five  thousand  six  hundred 
men.  From  the  state  of  the  accounts  it  is  impoasible 
at  this  time  satisfactorily  to  ascertain  the  whole  amount 
of  public  expenditure  on  the  object  for  which  these 
forces  were  raised.  The  diaposition,  however,  of  the 
appropriations  made  by  Congress  ibr  th^  support  of  a 
brigade  of  militia,  amounting  to  four  hundred  and 
forty-six  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-three  dol- 
lars, appears  by  the  annexed  statements,  furnished 
from  the  office  of  the  Second  Auditor  of  the  Treasury 
Department.  The  pay-rolls  of  only  four  companies 
of  the  Tennessee  volunteers  have  yet  been  received. 
From  an  examination  of  these  it  appears  that  the  pay- 
master of  those  forces,  Captain  John  B.  Hogan,  haa 
paid  to  the  men,  respectively,  the  sum  of  fifteen  dol- 
lars and  fifty  cents  each,  as  an  allowance  for  clothing. 
Should  the  came  disbursement  for  thb  allowance  have 
been  made  to  the  whole  number  of  the  non-commli- 
■ioned  officers  and  priTates  of  this  corps,  the  total 
amount  of  this  item  will  exceed  the  sum  of  eighteen 
thousand  dollars.  The  amount  of  th^se  pay-rolls 
(twenty-soTen  thousand  eight  hundred  fifty-five  dol- 
lars and  forty-five  cents)  having  been  carried  to  the 
charge  of  the  appropriations  ibr  a  brigade  of  militia, 
in  the  annexed  abstract  from  the  office  of  the  Second 
Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  and  appearing  thereby,  also, 
to  have  been  deducted  from  the  balance  remaining 
due  from  the  paymaster,  on  account  of  this  fund,  a 
letter  was  addressed  to  the  Second  Auditor,  request- 
ing that  officer  to'  inform  the  committee  by  Tirtue  of 
what  law  of  the  United  States  or  regulation  relating 
to  this  subject,  the  paymaster  was  entitled  to  credit 
at  the  Treasury  for  a  disbursement  of  this  nature. 
From  the  answer  of  the  Second  Auditor,  herewith  sub- 
mitted, dated  on  the  15th  instant,  and  from  an  inttpec- 
tion  of  the  books  of  that  office,  it  appeare  that  the  ae- 
eounta  of  the  paymaster,  which  include  this  item,  have 
not  been  acted  on  at  the  Treasury,  nor  haa  any  part 
of  them  been  passed  to  his  cr^it  This  disbursement 
being  directly  contrary  to  the  act  of  the  d8th  d$y  of 


February,  1795,  and  totally  unauthorized,  the  officer 
cannot  receive  credit  therefor  under  any  drcum- 
stances  whatever.    - 

It  appears  further  to  the  committee,  that  the  ac- 
counts for  the  moneys  paid  to  the  Creek  warriors,  com- 
posing the  general  field  and  staff  of  that  corpa,  for 
forage  and  servants,  have  been  passed  to  the  credit  of 
the  disbursing  officer,  in  the  office  of  the  Second  Au- 
ditor of  the  Treasury,  without  any  evidence  whatever 
that  the  number  of  horaes  and  aervants  allowed  for, 
were  actually  kept  or  employed  by  those  persons. 
The  explanation  which  the  Second  Auditor  relies  upon 
as  a  justification  of  this  departure  from  the  established 
regulations  of  the  Treasury  Department,  is  coatained 
in  the  communication  of  the  5th  instant,  addressed 
by  that  officer  to  the  committee.  In  their  opinion 
this  deviation  from  those  regulations  which  have  been 
adopted,  as  salutary  and  indispensable  restraints  on 
improper  expenditures  of  the  public  moneys  by  the 
disbursing  officers  of  the  Government,  or  any  other 
persons  acting  in  such  capacity,  and  which  in  iJI  cases 
should  be  impartially  applied,  was  irregular  and  un- 
authorized. 

The  House  having  authorized  Hhe  committee  to  re- 
port by  bill,  they  have  devoted  their  attention  to  the 
deviaing  of  some  legislative  remedies  against  the  re- 
currence of  these  disorders.  To  prescritie  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Constitution  by  legislatifs  enactmenlBf 
might  tend  to  impair  its  high  and  uncontroUaUs  aanc- 
tions,  and  the  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the 
several  committeea  of  the  House  furnish  an  adequate 
remedy  against  atl  abuses  in  the  public  expetndiiure. 
The  committee,  therefore,  submit  the  facts  contained 
in  thia  report,  and  the  documents  which  establish  them, 
referring  them  to  the  discretion  of  the  House. 

Mr.  QciD,  of  Georgia,  moved  that  fire  thousand 
copies  thereof  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  House ; 
in  support  of  wluch  he  remarked  that  this  was  a 
Government  depending  in  a  peculiar  manner  on 
the  strength  of  public  opinion ;  that  the  House 
would  recollect  that  the  debate  on  the  Seminole 
war  had  gone  before  the  public,  that  a  report  of  a 
committee  of  the  Senate  at  the  last  session  had  also 
gone  forthj  and  that  a  vindication  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States  and  his  Commanding  Gene- 
rals, prepared  by  an  unknown  hand,  had  Men  put 
into  circulation,  and  found  its  way  even  to  their 
tables,  and  that,  without  any  prejudices  of  any  de- 
scription to  gratify,  he  wished  all  |he  facts  and 
evidence  (now  laid  before  the  House  by  this  report) 
to  be  as  extensively  spread  before  the  people  as  the 
documents,  dbc,  to  which  he  had  alluded. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Stbotheb  at 
some  length  \  who  argued  that  it  would  be  an  un- 
necessary expense,  as  the  report  would  probably 
receive  a  general  circulation  through  the  public 
papers :  and  that  th^  usual  number  (sixty  copies) 
would  be  sufficient  for  the  use  of  the  membors,  dbc. 

The  motion  to  print  five  thousand  copies  was 
lost,  as  was  a  motion  to  print  three  thpusand,  and 
a  motion  to  print  one  thousand ;  after  which,  the 
usual  number  was  ordered. 

MAINE  AND  MISSOURI. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  by 
their  Secretary,  announcing  that  the  Senate  imgiH 
on  their  amendments  to  the  bill  for  the  admission 
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of  Maine  into  the  Union,  which  had  been  disagreed 
to  My  this  House. 

Mr.  Taylor  moved  that  the  House  insist  on  its 
disagreemint  to  the  said  amendments. 

Mr.  Cobb  inquired  of  the  Chair  whether  the 
question  could  be  divided  so  as  to  be  taken  sepa- 
rately on  each  princi[de  embraced  in  the  amend- 
ments. 

Mr.  Lowndes  remarked,  in  substance^  that  it 
appeared  to  hizn  there  would  be  much  dimculty  in 
coming  to  any  conclusion  on  these  amendments  in 
which  the  two  Houses  would  concur;  that  he 
thought  therefore  that  it  would  be  better  to  lay 
ihem  aside  until  this  House  had  matured  and  finally 
acted  on  the  bill  now  before  it,  for  the  admission 
of  Missouri,  and  ascertained  how  it  was  received 
by  the  Senate,  dbc. ;  with  this  view  he  moved  that 
the  amendments  be  laid  on  the  table. 

On  this  question  the  House  divided,  and  the  mo- 
tion was  negatived — ^yeas  74,  nays,  85. 

Mr.  CcLPEFER,  then,  after  some  remarks  to  show 
the  propriety  and  necessity  of  mutual  forbearance 
oD  a  question  so  important  and  delicate ;  and  from 
the  hope,  that,  bv  acting  conclusively  on  the  bill 
now  before  the  House  and  sending  it  to  the  Sen- 
ate, all  difficulty  would   be  gotten  over,  &c 

moved  that  the  amendments  be  postponed  until 
to-miOTrow. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Holmes,  and 
Mr.  WfliTJiAN,  who  were  averse  to  delaying  a 
final  decision  on  these  amendments  with  which  the 
admission  of  Maine  was  connected,  and  which  they 
wished  to  separate  from  it  as  promptly  as  possible. 

The  motion  to  postpone  the  amendments  was 
negatived  without  a  count 

The  main  question  then  recurring,  it  was  so 
divided,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Butler,  oi  Louisiana, 
as  to  be  first  taken  on  insisting  on  the  disagreement 
of  this  House  to  thfe  first  eight  sections,  (connect- 
ing with  the  Maine  bill  provisions  for  the  admis^ 
sion  of  Bdissouri,)  and  was  decided,  by  yeas  und 
nays,  as  follows :  - 

Ykaa — McMfs.  Adams,  AUra  of  N«w  York,  Bat«- 
man,  Bc«cher,  Boden,  Brush,  Bofltim,  Bntltr  of  New 
HamjMJhin,  Campbell,  Case,  Clagett,  Cook,  Crafts, 
Coahmaa,  Dariingtoo>  BcnnisoOy  Dewitt,  Dickinson, 
Dow«e,  E^j,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of 
PenniyWtau,  Fay,  Folger,  Foot,  Ford,  Forrest,  Ful- 
ler, GroMof  New  York,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania,  Gnyon, 
HacUej,HaU  of  New  York,.  Hazard,  Hemphill,  Hen- 
drtcks,  Hcrrick,  Hibshman,  Heister,  Hill,  Holmes, 
Hostetter,  Kendall,  Kinsey,  Lathropjljincoln,  Linn, 
Livermore,  Lyman,  Maclay,  Mallary,  Marchand, 
Mmaoot  Meech,  Meigs,  R.  Moore,  8.  Moore,  Monell, 
Morton,  Moieley,  Murray,  Nelson  of  Massaehusetta, 
NelM>n  of  Vvginia,  Parker  of  MassachnsetU,  Pat* 
ler«on,  Pbeipi,  Pbilson,  Piteber,  Plnmer,  Rteh,  Rich- 
ordi^  Richmond,  Rogers,  Roes,  Rues,  Sempoon,  8er- 
SemnC,  Sikbee,  Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Soathard, 
Stevens  Scoas,  Street,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Strong  of 
New  York,  Tarr,  Tayk»r,  Tomlinson, Tompkins,  Traoy, 
Upham,  Van  ReiMselaer,  WalUce,  Wendofer,  Whit- 
man,  and  Wood — 97. 

Nats — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Tennee- 
aee,  Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia, 
Baldwin,  Ball,  Barbonr,  Bloomfield,  Brevard,  Brown, 
Bryan,  Barton,  Burwell,  Batter  of  Louisiana,  Cannon, 


Cobb,  Cooke,  Crawford,  Culbretb,  Culpeper,  Cothbert, 
Davidson,  Earle,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Ervin, 
Fisher,  Floyd,  Fullerton,  Garnett,  .Hardin,  Hooks, 
Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kent, 
Little,  Lowndes,  McCoy,  McCreary,  McLean  of  Ken- 
tacky,  Mercer,  Metcalf,  Neale,  Newton,  Overstreet, 
Parker  of  Virginia,  Pinckney,  Pindall,  Quarles,  Ran- 
dolph, Rankin,  Reed,  Rhea,  Ringgold,  Robertson, 
Settle,  Shaw,  Sjmkins,  Slocumb,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  A.  Smytb  of  Virginia,  Smith 
of  North  Carolina,  Strother,  Swear ingen,  Terrell, 
Trimble,  Tneker  of  Virginia,  Tocker  of  Sonth  Carolina, 
Tyler,  Walker  of  North  Carolina,  Warfield,  Williams 
of  Virginia,  and  Williams  of  North  Carolina — ^76. 

The  question  was  then  stated  on  insisting  on  the 
disagreement  of  the  House  to  the  remaining  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate,  (bein^  the  9th  section,  em- 
bracing the  compromise  prmciple.) 

Mr.  Lowndes  wishea  to  remark,  before  this 
question  was  taken,  that,  although  he  should 
always  be  ready  to  vote  for  such  a  proposition,  sub- 
stantially, when  presented  to  him,  combined  with 
the  free  admission  of  Missouri ;  yet,  as  the  amend- 
ment relative  to  Missouri  had  been  disagreed  to,  it 
would  be  useless  to  retain  this  amendment  in  con- 
nexion with  the  Maine  bill  alone,  and^  as  he  should 
therefore  now  vote  against  retaining  it,  he  wished 
his  motire  to  be  understood. 

Mr.  McCreary  made  a  remark  or  two  to  the 
same  effect ;  when — 

The  question  was  taken  on  insisting  on  the  dis- 
agreement of  the  House  to  the  9th  section  of  the 
Senate's  amendments,  and  carried — ^yeas  160,  nays 
14,  as  follows: 

TsAS-^Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Alexander,  Allen  of 
Massachusetts,  Allen  of  New  York,  Allen  of  Tennes- 
see, Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Vir- 
ginia, Ball,  Bai1>our,  Bateman,  Beecher,  Boden,  Bra- 
▼ard,  Brown*  Brnsh,  Bryan,  Buffum,  Burton,  Burwell, 
Bntler  of  New  Hampshire,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Camp- 
bell, Cannon,  Case,  Clagett,  Clark,  Cobb,  Cook,  CrafU, 
Cdlbreth,  Coshman,  Cutbbert,  Darlington,  DaTideon,^ 
Denaison,  Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Dowse,  Earle,  Eddy, 
Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  PennsylTania, 
Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Enrin,  Fay,  Fisher,  Floyd, 
Folger,  Foot,  Ford,  Forrest,  Fuller,  Garnett,  Gross 
of  New  York,  Gross  of  PennsylTania,  Guy  on,  Hackley, 
Hall  of  New  York,  Hardin,  Hazard,  Hemphill,  Hend- 
ricks, Herrick,  Hibshman,  Heister,  Hill,  Holmes, 
Hooks,  Hostetter,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Jones  of 
Tennenee,  Kendall,  Kent,  Kinsey,  Kinsley,  Lincoln, 
Linn,  LiTermore,  Lowndes,  Lyman,  Maday,  McCoy, 
McCreary,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mallary,  Marchand, 
Mason,  Meigs,  Metcalf,  R.  Moore,  8.  Moore,  Moneli, 
Morton,  Moseley,  Murray,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Oirerstreet, 
Parker  of  Massachusetts,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Patter- 
son, Pheipe,  Philson,  Pinckney,  Pindall,  Pitcher, 
Plnmer,  Quarles,  Randolph,  Rankin,  Reed,  Rhea, 
Rich,  Richards,  Richmond,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Rog- 
ers, Ross,  Russ,  Sampson,  Sergeant,  Settle,  Silsbee, 
Simktns,  Slocnmb,  B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  A.  Smyth 
of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Southard,  Ste- 
Yene,  Storrs,  Street,  Strong  of  New  York,  Strother, 
Swearingen,  Taylor,  Terrell,  Tomlinson,  Tompkins, 
Tracy,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South 
I  Carolina,  Tyler,  Upham,  Van  Rensselaer,  Walker  of 
North  Carolina,  WaUace»  Warfield,  WendoTw,  Whit- 
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m«n,  Wimamii  of  Virginia,  Williams  of  North  Caro- 
lina,  and  Wood. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Baldwin,  Bloomfield,  Cocke,  Col- 
paper,  Fnllertob,  Lathrop,  Little,  Mercer,  8baw,  Sloan, 
Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Strong  of 
Vermont,  and  Tarr.  i 

So  the  House  insisted  on  its  disagreement  to  ^ 
'  the  whole  of  the  Senate's  amendments  to  the 
.Maine  bill;  and  the  Clerk  was  directed  to  acquaint 
the  Senate  therewith. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  ask  a  conference  on  the  subject- 
matter  of  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses, 
on  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  for  the  admission  of  the  State  of 
Maine  into  the  Union,"  and  have  appointed  man- 
agers at  the  said  conference  on  their  part. 

THE  MISSOURI  BILL. 

The  House  then  again  went  into  Committee  of 
the  Wholes  (Mr.  Cobb  in  the  chair,)  on  the 
Missouri  bill-^^r.  Storrs's  proposition  to  insert 
therein  the  clause  to  exclude  slavery  from- the  ter- 
ritory of  the  United  States  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
and  north  of  thirty-six  d^ees  thirty  minutes 
ilorth  latitude,  (excepting  the  i)roposea  State  of 
Missouri,)  being  still  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Beecher  resumed  and  concluded  the  speech, 
which  he  commenced  on  Saturday,  asainst  the 
amendment,  and  in  defence  of  the  right  of  Con- 

fress  to  impose  the  slavejy  restriction,  heretofore 
iscussedC 

Mr.  RANno^PH  again  rose,  and  spoke  some 
time  against  the  amendment,  and  in  reply  to  some 
of  the  argUQ^ients  of  Mr.  Beecher. 

Mr.  Mallary,  of  Vermont,  spoke  some  time  in 
explanation  of  the  reasons  which  would  induce 
him  to  vote  as^ainst  the  amendment,  though  he 
was  in  favor  oi  resti^iction  on  the  territories  west 
of  the  Mississippi,  <&c. 

Mr.  Storrs  next  addressed  the  Committee,  in 
a  short  but  earnest  *  speech,  in  support  of  his 
amendment. 

Mr.  LivERMORE  made  a  few  remarks  against 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  BALnwiN  spoke  a  short  tinic  in  fkvor  of  the 
amendment,  and  m  reply  to  a  point  or  two  of  Mr. 
Beecher's  remarks. 

The  question  was  then*  taken  on  Mr.  Storrs's 
amendment,  and  decided  in  the  negative — ayes  33. 

The  Coijimittee  then  proceeded  to  fill  up  the 
details  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Taylor  moved  an  amendment  thereto,  go- 
ing to  strike  out  all  that  part  providing  the  appor- 
tionment of  dele^tes  to  the  convention  among 
the  several  counties,  and  substituting  therefor,  in 
substance,  a  provision  ieavinff  the  apportionment 
to  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Territory,  accord- 
ing to  the  free  population  thereof. 
'  Mr.  Kandolph  rose  to  ofier  a  little  amendment 
to  the  amendment,  which  he  supposed  had  drop- 
ped out  of  it  by  accident :  it  was  the  word  V}h4ie — 
a  matter,  he  observed,  of'scxne  importance  yet  to 
those  on  the  south  side,  as  they  said — and  proceed- 
ed to  extend  his  remarks  on  the  subject ;  when 

Mr.  Taylor  accepted  the  amendment  with  plea- 


sure. He  had  omitted  it,  because  it  was  sufficiently^ 
expressed  in  subsequent  parts,  and  he  had  not 
deemed  it  important  here. 

Considerable  discussion  ensued  on  Mr.  Tay- 
lor's amendment,  in  which  it  was  opposed  by 
Messrs.  Scott,  Whitman,  and  Ci:ay,  and  was 
supported  by  the  mover  and  Mr.  Lyvbrmorc  ;  and 

The  question  being  taken  thereon,  was  decided 
in  the  negative,  hv  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  Allen,  of^  Massachusetts,  then  moved  to 
amend  the  third  section  of  the  bill,  bj  striking  oat 
of  the  clause  which  designates  the  kind  of  persons 
who  shall  vote  for  delegates  to  the  conirention  of 
the  State,  the  word  lekite,  so  as  to  extend  the  priv- 
ilege of  voting  to  all  "  free  male  citizens  ;"  and 
spoke  at  somelen^h  in  support  of  his  motion,  and 
in  explanation  of  his  opinions  on  other  points 
which  had  been  introduced  in  the  debate  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Ranbolph  rose  in  opposition  to  this  amend- 
ment, and  spoke  about  an  hour  and  4  half  on  this 
motion,  and  other  topics  which  he  embraced  in  its 
consideration. 

Some  proceedings  took  place  on  a  point  of  order 
which  was  made;  aAer  wnich,  the  question  was 
put  on  Mr.  Allen's  motion,  and  a  division  re- 
quired, when  it  appeared  that  but  one  member  (the 
mover  of  the  amendment)  rose  in  its  support. 

After  filling  the  blanks  in  the  bill,  according  to 
the  motions  of  Mr.  Scott,  of  Missouri, 

Mr.  TAVLOR'moved  an  amendment,  [one  which 

he  had  offered  on  the  first  day  that  the  bill  was 

taken  up,  and  then  withdraAvn,]  by  adding  to  the 

ast  section  thefollowing  clause :  ^And  if  the  same 

[the  constitution]  shall  be  approved  by  Congress 

at  their  next  session  after  the  receipt  thereof,  the 

said  Territory  shall  be  admitted  into  the  Union  as 

a  State,  upon  the  same  footing  as  the  original 

States," 

This  motion  was  advocated  by  the  mover,  and 
earnestly  opposed  by  Messrs.  Scott,  Clay,  and 
Mercer  ;  and,afler  some  remarks  by  Mr.  Bgti.er^ 
of  Louisiana,  touching  the  case  of  Louisiana,  re 
ferred  to  in  the  debate. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Taylor's  mo- 
tion, and  negatived — ayes  75,  noes  84. 

Mr.  Storrs  then  offered  an  amendment,  in  efiect 
to  transfer  the  restrictive  amendment  already 
adopted,  to  the  sixth  section  of  the  bill,  (^whtch 
embraces  those  provisions  in  the  nature  ot  com- 
pact,J  and  so  modify  it  as  to  make  it  a  recommettda- 
tion  tor  the  free  acceptance  or  rejection  of  the  co&' 
vention  of  Missouri,  as  an  article  of  compact,  tc 
exclude  slavery,  instead  of  engoimng  it  as  an  abso^ 
lute  condition  of  their  admission. 

Mr.  Clay  seconded  the  motion,  and,  with  th< 
mover,  zealously  urged  the  adoption  of  die  amend 
ment  It  was  opposed  as  zealously  by.  Messrs, 
Taylor,  Sergeant,  and  Grom,  of  New  York. 

Tbe  debate  had  continued  some  time,  with  murk 
animation;  when,  in  consequence  of  the  doubti 
expressed  whether  the  amendment,  in  its  preseni 
shape,  was  in  order,  Mr.  Storrs  withdrew  it. 

Mr.  Clay  renewed  the  amendment  in  substance 
btit  80  changing^  the  manner  of  inserting  it  in  th< 
bill  ds  to  avoid  the  objection  as  to  the  point  o 
order. 
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The  debate  was  renewed  on  the  propositioD,  and 
connnued  with  undiminished  zeal,  hy  Mr.  Clay, 
in  its  sapport,  and  by  Messrs.  Taylor,  Sergbant, 
Randolpb,  and  Cook,  against  it. 

The  qnestion  being  put,  the  Committee  divided, 
and  the  amendment  was  negatived,  as  follows : 
For  the  amendment  82,  against  it  92. 

No  other  amendment  being  oiered^  about  half 
past  nine  o'dock  the  Committee  (hanng  rejected 
sereral  motions,  in  the  course  of  the  evening,  to 
rise  and  report  progress)  rose  and  reported  the  bill 
to  the  House. 

Mr.  LowNOBe  laid  the  following  proposition  on 
the  table,  as  an  araendmtot  of  the  rales  and  orders 
of  the  House : 

"  And  if  say  member  shall  not  confine  himself  to 
the  qneitioa  under  debate,  and  thall  bo  called  to 
order,  if  the  decteion  of  the  Speaker  of  the  iloaae, 
upon  appeal,  be  egalnst  the  member  thus  derlating 
from  tbe  qoettton,  sneh  member  shall  not  be,  at  that 
time,  permitted  to  proceed,  wixhoot  the  spMial  leave 
oftheHeow/' 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  Febuary  29. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  North  Carolina,  submitted  the 
following  resolution,  which  Was  read,  and  ordered 
tt>  lie  on  the  table : 

•<  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  for  tbe  District  of 
Colombia  be  directed  to  report  a  bill,  authorizing  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  the  District  of  Columbia  to  erect  a 
Mtionic  Hall,  in  tihit  city,  by  lottery." 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  RULES. 

The  House  then  look  up  the  motion,  offered  last 
eTeniag  by  Mr.  Lownubs,  to  amend  the  mles  and 
orders  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Strotheb  opposed  the  proposition^  and 
spoke  at  considerable  length  to  show  that  it  ^ras 
vnaecessary,  and  miffht  ^  di^ngerous  and  opres- 
5178,  and  was  inexpedient. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  said  a  few  words  to 
the  same  effect. 

Mr.  Ravoolph  offered  to  amend  the  proposition 
by  adding  thereto  the  following  proviso : 

"  Prwiikd,  That  in  such  ease  the  words  in  qu^tion 
ahell  be  ledaeed  to  writing,  and  that  the  member,  thus 
called  to  Older,  shall  be  at  liberty,  if  he  shall  choose, 
to  expUin  the  same." 

Mr.  R.  followed  his  motion,  at  some  length,  with 
ronarks  in  illustration  of  the'  oppressire  effects 
which  misht  be  apprehended  from  the  proposition, 
without  &e  <iiiahncation  which  his  amendment 
proposed,  with  which  the  rule,*  he  admitted,  would 
be  salutary. 

Mr.  LownuBB  .s^ioke  in  supnort  of  his  proposi- 
tion, and  defended  it  principally  on  the  ground  of 
its  necessity  to  prevent  the  time  of  the  House  from 
being  wasted  by  irrelevant  debate;  to  prevent  a 
vet  greater  evil — an  iniury  to  the  character  of  the 
tlonse  by  suffering  such  a  waste  of  time — ^the  con- 
^uent  creation  of  an  opinion  that  the  House  b 
inadequate  to  the  proper  discharge  of  its  duties. 
dtc..  and  that  no  undue  regard  for  the  principle  or 
the  liberty  of  speech  ought  to  overrule  a  measure 


necessary  to  counteract  evils  so  serious  as  those  he 
had  noticed.  He  disapproved  Mr.  Randolph's 
amendment  because  it  would  neutralize  his  popo- 
sition,  and  leave  the  rules  just  as  inoperative  as 
they  were  at  present,  in  the  case  he  wished  to 
provide  for. 

Mr«  Mercer,  with  the  view  of  proceeding  at 
once  to  the  important  bn^ness  of  the  day,  moved 
to  lay  the  subject  on  the  table;  but  the  motion 
was  negatived. 

Mr.  M.  then  moved  the  indefinite  postponement 
of  the  proposition,  and  spoke  at  some  length  against 
it,  as  placing  in  the  hands  of  a  majority  of  the 
House  an  engine  of  oppression  and  injustice.  He 
waived  his  motion,  however,  to  give  place  to  a 
motion  by 

Mr.  Williams  of  North  Carolina,  who  enter- 
tained doubts  on  the  expedieiicy  of  the  proposition, 
and  was  not  prepared  at  this  moment  to  vote  on 
it;  and,  therefore,  moved  its  postponement  until 
to-morrow.  This  motion  prevailed ;  and  the 
amendment  was  postponed  accordingly. 

MAINE  BILL.       * 

The  House  took  up,  and  proceeded  to  consider, 
the  message  from  the  Senate  asking  a  conference 
upon  the  subject-matter  of  the  disagreeing  votes  of 
the  two  Houses  on  the  amendments  proposed  by 
the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  for  the  ad- 
mission of  the  State  of  Maine  into  the  IJnion  ;'' 
whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  this  House  do  agree  to  the  con- 
ference asked  by  the  Senate  upon  the  subject  mat- 
ter of  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on 
the  amendments  depending  to  the  bill  aforesaid, 
and  that  managers  oe  appointed  to  the  same  on 
their  part. 

Ordcredy  That  Mr.  Holmes,  Mr.  Taylor,  Mr. 
Lowndes,  Mr.  Parker,  of  Massachusetts,  ai|d 
Mr.  KiNSEY,  be  the  managers  at  the  said  confer- 
ence on  the  part  of  this  House. 

MISSOURI  BILL. 

The  House  took  up,  and  proceeded  to  consider) 
the  amendments  reported  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to  the  bill  to  authorize  the  ^j)le  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Missouri  to  form  a  constitution  and  State 
governments  and  for  the  admission  of  such  State 
into  the  Union  on  an  e^ual  footing  with  the  origi- 
nal States ;  and,  the  said  amendments  being  read, 
were  concurred  in  by  the  House,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  following : 

"  And  shall  ordain  and  establish,  that  there  shall  be 
neither  slavery  nor  inTOluntary  servitude  in  the  said 
State,  Otherwise  than  in  the  pnnishment  of  crimes 
whereof  the  party  shall  have  been  duly  convicted  t 
Provided,  always,  That  any  person  escaping  within 
the  same,  from  whom  laborer  service  is  lawniDy  claimed 
In  any  other  State,  each  fugitive  may  be  lawfully  re- 
claimed, and  conveyed  ttf  tbe  pereon  daiming  his  or  her 
labor,  or  service,  as  aforesaid ;  Provided,  nevertheless, 
7'hat  the  said  provistoa  shall  not  be  construed  to  alter 
die  conditkm  or  eivtl  fights  of  any  person  now  held  to 
■ervioe  er  labor  in  the  said  Territory." 

The  question  was  then  stated  to  coneur  in  the 
said  amendment ;  when,  -    ^ 

Mr.  Storks  moved  to  amend  the  same  by  striking 
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out  these  words :  "And  shall  ordain  and  establish 
that ;"  and,  in  lieu  thereof,  to  insert  the  following, 
to  wit : 

**And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  the  following  prop- 
ositions be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  offered  to  the  eaid 
convention,  for  their  free  acceptance  or  rejection,  to  be 
incorporated  into  the  Constitution  of  the  said  State,  as 
articles  of  compact  between  the  i^aid  State  and  the 
United  States,  viz  :  That  there  be  neither  slavery  nor 
involuntary  servitude  in  the  said  State,  otherwise  than 
in  the  punishment  of  crimes  whereof  the  party  shall 
have  been  duly  convicted ;  Providid,  always.  That 
any  person  escaping  within  the  same  from  whom  labor 
or  service  is  lawfully  claimed  in  any  other  State»  such 
fugitive  may  be  lawfully  reclaimed,  and  conveyed  to 
the  person  claiming  his  or  her  labor  or  service  as  afore- 
said ;  Protfided,  nevertheless.  That  the  said  provision 
shall  not  be  construed  to  alter  the  condition  or  civil 
rights  of  any  person  now  held  to  service  or  labor  in 
the  said  Territory. 

Mr.  Rh£a  spoke  near  an  hour  against  the  re- 
striction. 

Mr.  Waucer,  of  North  Carolina,  spoke  a  short 
time  on  the  same  side. 

Mr.  FoRn,  of  New  York,  spoke  half  an  hour 
in  answer  to  the  remarks  of  several  gentlemen 
who  had  opposed  the  restriction. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Virginia,  replied  briefly  to  Mr. 
F.,  and  in  explanation  of  remarks  which  he  had 
before  made. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  next  rose  and  entered 
into  a  general  examination  of  the  restriction  in  the 
proposed  case;  to  show  that  Congress  possessed 
no  right  to  impose  it. 

Mr.  Ranoolph  spoke  some  time  against  Mr. 
Stobrs's  amendment. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  followed,  and  address- 
ed the  House  at  considerable  length  against  the 
right  of  restriction,  dbc. 

Mr.  Forrest,  of  Pennsylrania,  spoke  as  fol- 
lows: 

Mr.  Speaker :  I  rise  to  give  my  reasons  why  I 
shall  vote  for  the  restriction  and  against  the 
aniendment  offered  to  it,  or,  in  other  words,  more 
in  unison  with  my  feelings,  why  I  shall  vote 
affainst  the  extension  of  slavery  beyond  the  boimds 
of  the  old  United  States.  I  rise  with  unfeisrned 
deference  to  those  who  have  gone  before  me,  whose 
abilities  are  so  pre-eminent,  whose  research  has 
been  so  profound,  ami  whose  powers  and  eloquence 
have  been  so  impressive  on  the  subject,  that  very 
little^  is  left  for  me  to  say.  I  have  possessed  my- 
self of  sundry  notes  from  the  Constitution  and 
other  documents,  to  aid  me  in  my  feeble  attempt, 
lest  I  should  be  embarrassed,  not  oeing  accustom- 
ed to  public  speaking,  and  having  but  small  hopes, 
.and  less  expectation,  of  being  abte  to  east  a  single 
ray  of  new  liffht  on  the  subject.  I  shall  commence 
by  declaring  that  the  Constitution,  so  far  as  slavery 
may  be  inferred  from  it,  is  nothing  but  the  creature 
of  tsompromise.  which  I  can  testUy,  on  a  retro- 
spect of  my  feelings  at  the  time  of  its  adoption, 
or  rather  when  it  was  promulgated  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  puUic.  It  was  a  compromise  to 
prevent  disunion :  it  was  a  dereliction  or  first  prin- 
ciples upon  whicn  the  independence  of  our  country 


was  achieved ;  it  was  an  acquiescence  in  the  bond- 
age of  those  of  our  fellow-men  in  whose  serriccs 
their  possessors  conceived  they  had  a  property.  It 
was  a  compromise  for  the  sake  of  peace,  and  con- 
fined wholly  to  the  then  United  States,  and  not  ex- 
tended to  the  territory  possened  or  to  be  acquire! 
The  parts  of  the  Constitution  which  I^hall  recite 
are  section  2d,  article  3d :  ^^Representatives  and 
'  direct  taxes  shall  be  apportioned  among  the  ser- 
'  eral  States  according  to  their  respective  numbers, 
'  which  shall  be  determined  by  adding  Id  the  whole 
'  numbers  of  free  persons,  including  those  bound  to 
<  service  for  a  term  of  vears,  and  excluding  In- 
*  dians  not  taxed,  three-nfths  of  all  persons,^'  dtc. 
This  part  of  the  article  I  have  thus  noted,  and  the 
1st  article  of  the  9th  section,  to  wit:  ^  The  migra- 
'  tion  and  importation  of  such  persons  as  any  of  the 
'  States  now  existing  shall  think  proper  to  admit 
'  shall  not  be  prohibited  by  Congress  prior  to  the 
^  year  1806,  but  a  tax  or  duty  inay  be  imposed  on 
'  such  importation,  not  exceeding  ten  dollars  for 
'  each  person,"  manifestly  show,  (corroborated  by 
the  declaration  made  on  this  floor,  by  the  member 
from  South  Carolina,  who  had  been  a  member  of 
the  Convention,)  that  the  States  of  South  Caro- 
lina and  Georgia  would  not  have  come  into  the 
Union  if  this  concession  had  not  been  made  by 
the  other  States;  that  it  was  a  compromise,  and 
that  the  words  in  the  9th  section,  "  as  any  of  the 
States  now  existing  shall  think  proper  to  admit," 
although  the  words  slave,  slaves,  or  slavery,  are 
not  in  the  Constitution,  yet  it  is  inferred,  and  ser- 
vitude is  confined  to  the  then  United  States,  and 
not  extended  to  the  territory.  Does  not  the  limi- 
tation in  the  9th  section  of  the  Constitution  most 
manifestly  declare  the  power  of  Congress  to  pro- 
hibit the  importation  of  such  persons,  sap  datet, 
by  Umiting  tne  exercise  of  the  authority  until  the 
year  1806,  and  which  could  only  have  been  meant 
to  be  operative  on  the  old  United  States,  as  will 
appear  bv  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  the  7ih 
April,  1798,  to  authorize  the  establishment  of  a 
government  in  the  Mississippi  Territory?  At 
least  ten  years  before  the  expiration'of  the  limita- 
tion contained  in  the  9th  section,  before  recited, 
the  7th  section  of  the  act  of  Coneress,  just  allud- 
ed tf^  i>rohibitS  the  importation  of  slaves  into  the 
Mississippi  Territory,  from  any  port  or  place  with- 
out the  ^United  States,  under  a  penalty  of  three 
hundred  dollars,  and  the  slave  to  be  entitled  to  his 
or  her  freedom ;  as  also  the  act,  passed  26th  March, 
1804}  erecting  Louisiana  into  two  territories,  and 
providing  for  the  temporary  government  thereof. 
See  the  10th  section,  in  the  following  words  : 

**  The  prohibition  of  the  importatioa  of  slavef  in  the 
tcrritoriei^  not  only  from  sny  pori  or  place  witboot  the 
United  States,  bat  also  from  any  port  or  plaee  with'm 
the  limit*  of  the  United  States,  of  any  slave  er  tlavet 
which  shstl  have  been  importbd  into  the  United  States 
since  the  first  day  of  May,  1798." 

This  act  was  passed  at  least  six  years  before  the 
expiration  of  the  limitation  before  mentioned,  and 
had  relation  to  the  slaves  imported  into  the  Uni- 
ted States  since  May,  1798.  • 

Now,  is  not  this  conclusive  to  show  that  the 
Congress  could  not  have  entertained  the  most  dis- 
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ant  idea  tliat  the  territory  belonging  to  the  United 
States  was  entitled  to  a  participation  in  the  com- 
promise with  the  old  States?  No:  if  they  had, 
they  nerer  would  have  passed  those  acts,  but 
would  hare  considered  the  limitation  contained  in 
the  9th  section  of  the  Constitution  as  applying  to 
the  territory  as  well  as  to  the  old  United  States. 

It  seems  too  plain  to  admit  a  doubt,  that,  previ- 
ous to  tiie  jear  1808,  Congress  had  the  power,  and 
exercised  it,  to  profaLibit  the  migration  and  impor- 
tation of  slaves  into  their  territories,  and  into  new 
States  formed  out  of  their  territories :  and  if  it  may 
be  prohibited  into  new  States,  (which  has  been 
done,)  why  not  the  same  authority  to  make  it  a 
condition  tor  the  admission  of  territories  into  new 
States? 

The  third  section  of  the  Constitution,  part  the 
first:  ^New  States  may  be  admitted  by  Congress 
into  the  Union,"  and  so  on.  Second  part:-  '*The 
^  Congress  shall  have  power  to  dispose  of,  and  to 
'  make  all  needfaljmles  and  regulations  that  policy 
'and  expediency 'majT  dictate  for  public  good;'' 
and,  in  exercisiDg  their  powers.  Congress  passed 
the  resolution,  on  the  10th  day  of  April,  1780: 
"That  the  unappropriated  lands  that  may  be  ceded 
'  to  the  United  States  by  any  particular  State,  pur- 
'  suant  to  the  recommendation  of  Congress,  should 
'  be  disposed  of  for  the  common  benefit  of  the  Uni- 
'  ted  Sutes,  and  admitted  into  the  Federal  Union, 
'  with  all  the  rights  of  sovereignty,  freedom,  and 
'  independence,  with  other  States." 

It  was  in  consequence  of  this  resolution,  that 
Viiginia,  New  York,  Massachusetts,  and  Con- 
necticat,  ceded  to  the  United  States  claims  to 
land  within  their  States  respectively,  beyond  a 
^veQ  line,  which  they  thereby  made  their  western 
boundary.  Virginia  ceding  all  her  territory  north- 
west of  the  river  Ohio,  in  conformity  to  the  reso- 
lution of  the  10th  day  of  October,  1780,  Congress 
passed  an  ordinance,  on  the  13th  day  of  October, 
17S7,  for  the  government  of  the  territory  north- 
vest  of  the  river  Ohio,  beins:  that  part  ol  the  ces- 
sion made  by  the  State  of  Virginia,  ordaining,  in 
the  »ticles  of  compact,  that  the  territory  should 
be  restricted  fpom  taxing  the  lands  the  property  of 
the  United  States,  and  providing  that  in  no  case 
should  the  non-residents'  land  be  taxed  higher 
than  residents';  the  6th  article  of  which  inhibits 
slavery  and  involtmtary  servitude.  The  fifth  sec- 
tion of  the  said  ordinance  having  varied  the  dis- 
position of  the  territory  into  States  from  the  mode 
pointed  out  in  the  cession  made  by  Virginia  to  the 
United  States,  Congress  passed  a  resolution  re- 
commending to  the  State  of  Virginia  a  reconsider- 
itioQ  of  her  cession,  or  so  much  of  it  as  prescribed 
he  bounds  of  the  States  to  be  formed  out  of  terri- 
tory ceded  by  her,  so  as  to  comport  with  the  views 
3f  Congress,  contained  in  the  5th  section  of  the 
ordinance  to  divide  the  ceded  t^ritory  into  distinct 
^tat&  of  not  more  than  five  nor  less  than  three,  as 
he  situation  of  the  territory  might  require.  The 
State  of  Virginia,  by  the  act  of  her  Legislature, 
lid  so  reconsider  the  section,  and  adopted  the  5th 
)«ction  of  the  ordinance  of  Congress  verbatim; 
Ukd,  at  the  same  time,  the  6th  Vction,  prohibiting 
i»rery  and  involuntary  servitude,  was  the  subse- 


quent section;  by  which,  and  by  her  full  repre- 
sentation xm  the  floor  of  Congress,  she  became  a 
party  in  imposing  the  restrictions,  nowever  incon- 
sistent her  conduct  is  at  this  day,  for,  had  she 
thought  they  were  incompatible,  or  unconstitu-' 
tic^nu,  she  would  have  then  made  her  objections, 
and  not  at  this  day ;  but.  as  she  did  not.  the  terri- 
tory was  formed  into  tnree  States,  which  were 
subsequently  admitted  into  the  Union,  to  wit: 
Ohio,  Illinois,  and  hidiana,  and  now  are  respect- 
ively represented  on  this  floor,  without  diminution 
of  sovereignty. 

The  State  of  Georgia  ceded  to  the  United  States 
all  the  territory  withm  her  chartered  bounds,  be- 
yond a  given  line,  and,  by  the  fifth  part  of  the  first 
section  of  the  articles  of  agreement  between  the 
United  States  and  the  State  of  Georgia,  she  au- 
thorized the  formation  of  the  State  of  Mississippi 
to  be  admitted  into  the  Union,  on  the  same  con- 
ditions and  restrictions,  with  the  same  privileges, 
and  in  the  same  manner,  as  is  provided  in  the  or- 
dinance of  Congress  passed  the  13th  day  of  July, 
1787;  which  ordinance  was  thereby  directed,  m 
all  its  parts,  to  extend  to  the  territories,  except  that 
article  which  forbids  slavery. 

This,  the  State  of  Georgia  had  a  right  to  except, 
the  territory  being  within  the  chartered  bounds  of 
the  State  of  Georgia ;  and,  of  course,  within  the 
limits  of  the  old  United  States.  Mississippi  was 
admitted  into  the  Union  in  December,  1817,  and 
Alabama  was  authorized  to  become  a  State  in 
1819,  upon  the  same  conditions  and  restrictions, 
both  formed  out  of  the  same  territory.  I  now  will 
state  a  question — if  the  States  of  Ohio,  Gkorgia, 
Virginia,  and  other  States,  can  cede  their  territory^ 
to  ^ome  States  in  the  Union,  and  that  under 
restriction,  cannot  the  United  States  do  the  same 
with  their  territory,  without  impairing  their  sov 
ereignty,  when  they  are  admittecl  into  the  Union  ? 

I  will  relieve  the  Committee  from  further  atten- 
tion, after  a  very  few  remarks  on  observations  that 
have  been  made  by  members  opposed  to  the  aYAend*^ 
ment.  The  member  from  Virginia,  who  is  not 
now  in  his  place,  but  who  I  have  in  my  eye,  when 
on  the  floor  dealt  out  denunciations  of  disunion, 
massacre,  civil  war,  horror>  fmd  blood,  exclaiming 
that«  if  the  restriction  should  be  carried,  thbwoula 
be  tne  darkest  day  our  country  ever  saw.  Here  I 
must  difier  with  the  membef.  No ;  the  morning 
of  the  26th  day  of  December,  1775,  let  me  tell  the 
youth,  whose  father  was  a  fellow-soldier  of  mine, 
a  Revolutionary  compatriot  in  the  cause  of  liberty, 
vTasthe  darkest  time  our  country  ever  saw.  It 
was  then  WAsniNOTON  led  his  patriot  band  of 
freemen  to  the  battle  of  Trenton,  the  forlorn  hope 
of  the  independence  of  his  country.  It  was  then 
he  commanded  the  rifle  corps  under  Captains 
Washington  and  Monro&  Xo  drive  in  the  Hessian 
pickets.  Methinks  1  se<>  the  striplings  skipping  in 
obedience.  The  action  became  general, and  Wash- 
ington, at  their  head,  pouring  forth  his  patriotic 
exhortation,  in  words  that  will  ever  be  remembered 
by  me,  and  ought  to  be  impressed  on  the  minds  of 
every  frien^  to  liberty:  "  That  the  darkest  time  of 
night  was^just  before  day ;"  which  was  soon  veri- 
fied by  the  surrender  of  the  Hessians,  an  event  that 
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fare  a  preponderancQ  toti^e  invisible  balance  held 
y  tbe  hand  of  Him  who  weighs  the  fate  of  nations. 
It  was  that  event  that  laid  the  foundation  of  our 
country's  independence,  and  to  which  we  are  in- 
debted for  our  seats  at  this  day,  in  this  s^endid 
hail,  once  more  engaged  in  the  cause  of  liberty. 
When  Washington  led  on  his  little  patriot  band, 
to  them  he  was  ae  a  modem  Moses ;  he  went  be- 
fore them  as  a  pillar  of  smoke  by  dav,  and  a  column 
of  fire  by  niffht ;  his  sympathy  in  their  distress  and 
sufierinffs  auayed  their  hunger  and  quenched  their 
thirst.  They  followed  him  as  the  modern  Israelites, 
the  Israelites  of  the  day^  with  their  urim  and  thum- 
Tnim  on  their  breasts,  the  insignia  of  their  cause 
inscribed  on  escutcheons  of  brass,  fixed  on  their 
bayonets  and  sword-belts — liberty  or  death — united 
we  stand,  divided  we  (all — ^'tis  for  posterity  we  die. 
Posterity  1  what,  posterity  perpetuate  slavery !  How 
shall  I  express  myself?  Oh  pour  an  mantle  peur 
couvrir  les  faces  de  ce«ix  qui  sont  les  fils  de  mes 
conuMttriots,  who  with  me  in  battle,  fell,  whose 
death  I  then  regretted  as  premature  and  unfortu- 
nate, snAtched,  as  I  then  thought,  from  a  partici- 
pation in  the  blessings  of  an  happy  independenoe, 
m  the  full  enjoyment  of  every  civil  and  religious 
liberty.  But  now  I  have  occasion  to  rejoice;  yes, 
rejoice  overmuch,  that  the^  were  not,  like  me,  per- 
mitted to  live  to  see  posterity  outgrow  the  remem- 
brance, of  the  patriotic  virtues  of  their  fathers,  by 
an  act  for  the  extension  of  slavery. 

It  has  been  a  source  of  very  considerable  pain  to 
me,  and  an  afflicting  exercise  of  mind,  to  hear 
members  on  one  side  of  the  House,  or  those  who 
are  opposed  ta  restriction,  use  such  language 
against  their  fellow-members  on  the  other  side,  as 
does  not  comport  with.their  dignified  standing  on 
this  floor.  Denunciation,  sarcasm,  and  insinua- 
tion, serve  to  irritate  and  excite  warmth  with  some, 
but  with  me  they  only  produce  sorrow,  that  the 
exemplary  and  conciliatory  language  of  Abraham, 
the  elder,  to  Lot,  the  younger  brot£sr,  did  not  per- 
vade our' feelings.  "  Let  there  be  no  strife  between 
tluee  and  me,  b^tw^n  thy  herdsman  and  mine ;  are 
we  not  brethren  ?"  I  shall  notice, an  allusion  to 
me  by  a  member  when  on  the  floor,  who  "was 
pleased  to  characterize  the  extremes  of  my  life,  by 
portraying  the  previous  part  in  all  the  habiliments 
and'  trappings  of  a  soldier  in  uniform  clothes  and 
epaulettes.  The  friend  must  have  had  but  a  very 
imperfect  knowledge  of  the  Revolutionary  Army, 
if  he  supposed  that  they  were  as  neatly  dressed  and 
equipned  as  the  oflScers  of  the  present  day.  No,  it 
WB3  tho  inability  of  Con^^ress  to  furnish  the  means 
to  either  feed,  pay,  or  clothe  the  army,  that  reduced 
them  to  starvation,  and  to  the  necessity  of  cutting 
up  their  only  blankets  to  make  a  coat  and  overalls ; 
and  as  to  rank,  it  could  not  be  distinguished  for 
the  waQt  of  epaulettes.  I  was  in  hopes  the  little 
service  I  rendered  to  my  country  would  not  have 
been  suiScient  to  have  brought  me  into  notice  at 
this  day ;  it  is  a  part  of  my  life  I  wish  to  forget, 
being  opposed  to  war,  believins  it  to  be  unlawful 
in  the  sight  of  God.  But,  if  the  extension  of  sla- 
very grows  out  of  the  question  before  the  Commit- 
tee, I  shall  think  the  small  share  I  have  had  in  the 
Revolution  was  the  blackest  part  of  my  life. 


My  plainness  of  dress  and  manners  were  also  ao* 
ticed  and  complimented^  as  belongins  to  the  so- 
ciety of- Friends,  otherwise  called  ^uaEers.  i  trust 
I  am  a  member  of  the-  church  militant,  and  in  spi- 
ritual unison  with  friends,  whose  character  is  peace 
and  good  will  to  all  men;  and  I  am  authorized  to 
say,  that  I  would  cheerfully  give  up  the  Territory 
to  the  inhabitants  to  free  their  feUow-meo,  to  avert 
what  has  been  threatened,  but  which  I  canaot 
think  will  ever  be  realized.  However,  I  caanotdo 
an  evil  that  sood  may  come  out  of  it. 

I  now  sbau  conclude,  with  expressions  of  respect 
for  the  members  from  Virginia  and  Kentucky,  who 
were  pleased  to  compliment  the  State  of  which  I 
am  an  humUe  Repr^ntative,  by  ascribing  its  dig- 
nified standing  in  the  Union  to  the  exemplary  con- 
duct of  the  people  called  Quakers.  Would  to  God 
we  were  all  Quakers ;  there  would  be  less  strife, 
more  harmony  and  brotherly  love  among  us ;  and. 
if  we  were  to  follow  their  precepts  and  emulate 
their  virtues,  we  should  do  as  they  do;  they  build 
all  their  churches  without  a  lottenr ;  they  do  not 
seU  their  pews  to  the  highest  bidder;  bat  sit  on 
benches,  master  and  man;  they  mainlain  their 
own  poor,  and  pay  their  tax  a;8ses5ed  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  poor  of  the  towBship  they  live  in ; 
they  believe  God  to  be  a  spirit,  and  worship  in 
spirit  and  truth. 

Mr.  Pabkeb,  of  Virginia,  occupied  the  floor 
about  half  an  hour,  on  the  other  side.  When  Mr. 
P.  concluded— r 

The  question  to  agree  to  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Storrb,  was  put,  and  decided  in 
the  negative — ^yeas  82,  nays  S6,  as  follows : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Tennes- 
see, Anderson,  Arcber  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Vir^ 
ginia,  Baldwin,  Ball,  Barbour,  Bloomfield,  Brevard, 
Brown,  Bryan,  Barton,  Borwell,  Batler  of  Louisiana, 
Cannon,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Crawford,  Crowell,  Colbretb, 
Culpepcr,   Cutbbert,   Davidson,    Earie,  Edwards   of 
North  Carolina,  Ervin,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Pnlierton,  Gar- 
nett,  iiali  of  North  Carolina,  Hardin,  Hill,  Holmes, 
Hooks,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Kent,  Little,  Lownd«a»  Mc- 
Coy, McCreary*  McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of 
Kentucky,   Mason,   Meigs,   Mercer,  Metcal^   Keak, 
Nelson  of  Virginia*   Newton,  Overstreet,  PariLer  of 
Virginia,  Pinckney,  Pindali,  Qoarle%  Rankin,  Reed, 
Rhea,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Settle,  Shaw,   Simklns, 
Slorumb,  Smith  of  Maryland,  B.  Smith  of  Virginia, 
A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Storrs, 
Strother,  Swearingen,  Terrell,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Vir- 
ffinia,  Tuoker  of  South  Carolina,  Tyler,    Walker  of 
North  CaroUna,  Warfield,  Williams  of  A^irginia,  and 
Williams  of  North  Carolina-^3. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  MassacbuseUs^ 
Allen  of  New  York,  Baker,  Bateman,  Beecher,  Boden, 
Brush,  Buffam,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Campbell, 
Case,  Clsgelt,  Clark,  Cook,  Crafls,  Coshman,  Dar- 
lington, Dennison,  Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Dowse,  Eddy, 
Edwards  of  Connecticut^  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania, 
Fay,  Folger  Foot,  Ford,  Forrest,  Fuller,  Gross  of  New 
Yi^rk,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania,  Oayon,  Hockley,  Hall 
of  New  York,  Haaard,  Hemphill,  Hendricks,  H^rrick, 
Hibsbman,  Heiater,  Hostetter,  Johnson,  Jonea  of  Ten- 
nessee, Kendall,  Kinsey,  Kinsley,  Lathrop,  LiDcoln, 
Linn,  Livermore,  Lymkn,  Maclay,  MaUary»  Marcbaod, 
Meech,  R.  Moore,  S.  Moore,  Mooell,  Morton,  Mose- 
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Icj,  Munmj,  Nel«o&  of  MamchuMtto,  Parker  of 
MaitacboMttSy  Patteraon,  Pbelpi,  Phitoon,  Pitcher, 
Plomer,  lUndolphy  Rich,  Ricbardi,  Richmond,  Rogers, 
Rom,  Run,  Sampson,  Sergeant,  Siltbee,  Sloan,  Smith 
of  New  imtfp  Soothwd,  Bteireiii,  Street,  Strong  of 
Vermont,  dtioDg  of  New  York,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Tom- 
Hnson,  Tompkinsy  Tracy,  Upham,  Van  Rcniaelaer, 
Wallmee.  WendoTer,  Whitman,  and  Wood— 08. 

Mr.  Scott  then  offered  an  amendment  to  the 
restiictire  amendment,  ha?ing  for  its  object,  in 
substance,  to  prevent  the  operation  of  the  restric- 
tion either  on  the  slaves  now  in  Missouri  or  on 
their  increase. 

This  proposition  was  advocated  by  Mr.  Camp- 
bell of  Ohio  f  but, 

Mr.  Scott,  at  the  suggestion  of  several  of  his 
friends,  withdrew  his  amendment 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  concurria^  in 
the  restrictive  amendment,  adopted  in  Coinmittee 
of  ike  Wholes  on  the  motion  ot  Mr,  Taylor,  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as 
follows: 

Yais— Maaan.  Adams,  Allen  of  Maaaacbuiatte,  Al- 
ien of  New  Yotkt  Baker,  BataoMD,  Baacher,  Boden, 
Brush,  Boffiiiii,  Bailor  of  New  HampahirOf  Campbell, 
Caac,  Clagett^  Clark,  Cook,  Crafta,  Cushman,  Dar- 
liagtoD,  Benniaon,  Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Dowaa,  Ed^y, 
Edwardi  of  Connecticut,  Edwardt  of  Pennsylvania, 
Fay,  To^ftt,  Ford,  Forrest,  Fuller,  Groas  of  New 
York,.Groa8  of  Pennsylvania,  Gayon,  Hackley,  Hall 
of  l^ew  York,  Hazard,  Hemphill,  Hendricks,  Her- 
rick,  Hibthihan,  Heiater,  Hostetter,  Kendall,  Kinsey, 
KiofJey,  Lathrop,  Lincoln,  Linn,  Livermore,  Lyman* 
Mmdmy,  Kallafy,  Marehaiid,  Meedi,  R.  Moore,S.  Moore, 
Monell,  MoitOD,  Moaeley,  Murray,  Nelson  of  Masaaehu- 
tetUt  Parker  of  MaaaachuaetU,  Patterson,  Phelps,  Phil- 
ton,  Pitcher,  Piamer,  Rich,  Richards,  Richmond,  Ro- 
gers, Roes,  Roaa,  Sampson,  Sergeant,  Bilabee«  Sloan, 
Snub  of  New  Jersey,  Southard,  Stevens,  Street, 
Siroog  of  Vermont,  Strong  of  New  York,  Tarr,  Tay- 
lor, Tomtinaon,  Tompkins,  Tracy,  Upham,  Van  Rens- 
selaer, Wallace,  Wendover,  Whitman,  and  Wood— 94. 

Nats — Maasrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Ten- 
scMce,  Anderson,  Archer  of  Maivlaod,  Archer  of  Vir- 
ginia, Baldwin,  Ball,  Barboar,  Uloomfield,  Brevard, 
Brown,  Bryan,  Burton,  Burwell,  Butler  of  Louisiana, 
CaniMa^Cobb,  Cocke,  Crawfoid,  Crowell,  Culbretb, 
Culpepar,  Cuthbert,  Bavidaon,  Earle,  Edwarda  of 
North  OtralilM,  Ervin,  Fiaher,  Floyd,  Foot,  Fullerton, 
Gamett,  UaU  of  North  Caroling,  Hardin,  Hill,  Holmea» 
H  ooka,  Moson,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Jonea  of  Tenneaaee, 
Kent,  little,  Lowndes,  MsUoy,  McCreary,  McLane 
of  DelawsK,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mason,  Meigs, 
Mercer,  MstcalC  Neale,  Nelaon  of  Virginia,  Newton, 
Overstieet,  Paiker  of  Virginia,  Pinckney,  Pindall, 
Quarlea,  Randolph,  Rankin,  Reed,  Rhea,  Ringgold, 
Robertson,  Settle,  Shaw,  Simkins,  Slocumb,  Smith  of 
Maryland,  B.Smith  of  Virginia,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia, 
Smith  of  North  OnoKna,  Storrs,  Strother^  Swearingen, 
Terreft,  Tnmble,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South 
Carulioa,  lyier,  Walker  of  North  Carolina,  Warfield, 
Willianw  of  Virginia,  and  Williams  of  North  Caro- 
lina— 86. 

So  the  House  concurred  in  the  restriction. 

Mr.  Taylor  then  renewed  a  motion  which  he 
had  made  unsuccessfully  in  Committee,  to  amend 
ilie  labt  section  of  the  bill,  by  striking  out  the 
words  -'and  the  said  States,  when  formed,  shall  be 


admitted  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with 
the  original  States,"  and  insertins  in  lieu  thereof 
the  following :  "  and  if  the  same  (  w  constitution  ) 
shall  be  approved  by  Congress,  the  said  Territory 
shall  be  admitted  into  the  Union  as  a  State,  upon 
an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States." 

This  question  was  briefly  supported  by  the 
mover,  and  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Scott, 
Lowndes,  Mbrcbb,  Floyd,  and  Hendricks  ; 
and,  the  queation  being  taken  thereon,  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  f<^0W8 : 

THAS^-Measrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Massachusetta,  Al- 
len of  New  York,  Buffum,  Butler  of  New  Hanipahire, 
Clark,  Crafta,  Cttshasan,  Darlington,  Den  niaon.  Dowse, 
Edwards  of  Connacticttt,  Eidwards  of  Pennsylvania, 
Ttjf  Folgar»  Foneat,  Fallar,Gi|yoin,  Hackley,  Hemp- 
hill, Hanickt  Hoatattar,  Kinsley,  Lathrop,  Lyman, 
&^clav«  Marehaud*  Meech,  Morton,  Murray,  Patter- 
son, Ph^pi^  Philson,  Rich,  Richards*  Richmondi 
Rogersy  Roaa,  Sergeant,  Storra,  Strong  of  Vermont, 
Strong  of  New  York,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Traoy,  Van 
Rena^laer»  Wallace,  Wendover,  and  Wood-*49. , 

NAva^Meaara.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Tan-, 
neiaee»  AndaraoD,  Archer  of  Maiyland,  Archer  of 
Vermont,  Baker,  Baldwin,  Ball,  Barbour,  Bateman, 
Beecher,  Bloomfield,  Boden,  Brown,  Brash,  Bryan, 
Burton,  Burwell,  Bntler  of  Louisiana,  Campbell,  Can- 
non>  Case,  Clagett,  Cobbf  Cocke,  Cook,  Crawford, 
Crowell,  Culbretb,  Culpeperi  Cuthbert,  Davidson, 
Dewitt,  Dickinaon,  Earle,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  North 
Carolina,  Enrin,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Foot,  Ford,  Follerton, 
Ganiett,  Gross  of  New  York,  Gross  o(  Pennsylvania, 
Hall  of  New  York,  Hail  of  North  Carolina,  Hardin, 
Hazard,  Hendricks,  Hibshman,  Heister,  Hill,  Holmes, 
Hooka,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Jones  o(  Tennes- 
nessee,  Kendall,  Kent,  Kinsey,  Little,  Lincoln,  Linn, 
Livermore,  Lowndes,  McCoy,  McCreary,  McLane  of 
Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mallaxy,  Mason, 
Meigs,  Mercer,  Metealf,  R.  Moore,  8.  Moore,  Monell, 
Moseley,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Over- 
atreet,  Parker  of  Massachusetts,  Parker  of  Virginia, 
Pinckney,  Pindall,  Pitcher,  Plumer,  RandolfA,  Ran- 
kin, Reed,  Rhea,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Russ,  Sampson, 
Settle,  Shaw,  Silsbee,  Simkins,  Sloan,  Slocumb,  Smith 
ofNew  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  B.  Smyth  of  Vir- 
ginia, A.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North  Carolina, 
Southard,  Stevens,  Street,  Swearingen,  Terrell,  Tom- 
linson,  Tompkins,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tuc- 
ker of  South  Carolma,  Tyler,  Walker  of  North  Caro- 
lina,  Warfield,  WUliams  of  Virginia,  and  WiUUras 
of  North  Carolina— 135. 

The  question  recurrins  on  ordering  the  bill  to 
be  ^grossed  and  read. a  third  time, 

Mr.  Storrs  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  adding 
th^eto  a  new  section,  providing  for  the  exclusion 
of  slavery  from  all  the  Territories  of  the  United 
States  west  of  the  Mississippi  and  north  of  thirty-sU 
degrees  thirty  minutes  of  north  latitude,  excepting 
the  proposed  State  of  Missouri — (ihe  amendment 
commonly  called  the  compromise.) 

Mr.  Randolph  spoke  a  short  time  against  this 
amendment. 

Mr.  Foot  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
striking  out  the  words  <<  thirty-six  degrees  thirty 
minutes  north  latitude,"  so  as  to  leave  the  provi- 
sion applicable  to  all  the  Territories  of  the  United 
States. 
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Mr.  Clark  made  a  few  remarks  against  the 

gropriety  of  introducing  the  amendment  offered 
y  Mr.  Storks  in  this  bill. 

Mr.  Randolph  stated  much  at  large,  the  rea- 
sons why  he  should  yote^  agaidst  the  compromise. 

Mr.  Foot  explained  the  object  of  his  motion, 
which  was,  chiefly  to  attempt  an  accommodation 
of  conflicting  opinions  on  this  subject,  of  stripping 
the  question  of  the  Constititutional  difficulty,  and 
to  test  the  sincerity  of  those  who  had  maintained 
the  restriction. 

Mr.  Cobb  spoke  at  considerable  length,  and 
Tery  warmly,  against  all  restriction  whatever,  as 
tending  to  universal  emancipation. 

Mr.  Storrs  rose  and  stated  that,  from  the  con- 
sideration that  his  proposition  migat  create  delay 
in  the  passage  of  the  bill,  by  drawing  out  a  loiur 
discussion,  and  thus,  by  procrastinating  any  result 
from  the  conference  between  the  two  Houses^ 
operate  to  delay  the  admission  of  Maine  beyond 
the  4th  of  March,  the  time  to  which  she  had  been 
limited  by  the  parent  State-^he  would  withdraw 
Usproposition. 

The  Question  was  then,  at  length  taken,  on  or- 
dering tne  bill  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third 
time,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative  by  yeas  and 
nays,  as  follows  : 

YxAS — Messrs.  AdaiD<»  Allen  of  New  York,  An* 
derson,  Baker,  Bateroao,  Beecber,  Boden,  Brush,  Buf- 
fnm,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Campbell,  Case,  Cia- 
gett,  Clark,  Cook,  CraAs,  CusbmaD,  Darlington,  Den- 
niion,  Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Dowse,  Eddy,  Edwards  of 
Connecticut,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Fay,  Folger, 
Ford,  Forrest,  Fuller,  Gross  of  New  York,  Gross  of 
PennsyWania,  Gujon,  Hackley,  HaH  of  New  York, 
Hemphill, .  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hibsbman,  Heiater, 
Hill,  Hofitetter,  Kendall,  Kinsey,  Kinsley,  Lathrop, 
LiDcoln,  Linn,  Lyman,  Maday,  Mallary,  Marchand, 
Meech,  R.  Moore,  8.  Moore,  Monell,  Morion,  Moseley, 
Murray,  Nelson  of  Massadiusetta,  Parker  uf  Massa- 
chusetts, Patterson,  Phelps,  Philson,  Pitcher,  Plumer, 
Ricby  Richards,  Richmond,  Rogers,  Ross,  Rnss,  Samp- 
son, Sergeant,  Silabee,  Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jersey, 
Southard,  Stevens,  Street,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Strong 
of  New  York,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Tomlinson,  Tomnkins, 
Tracy,  Upham,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Wenaover, 
Whitman,  and  Wood— 93. 

Nats — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Alien  of  Tenn., 
Archer  of  Mary  land,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Baldwin,  Ball, 
Barbour,  Bloomfield,  Brevard,  Brown,  Bryan,  Barton, 
Burwell,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Cannon,  Cobb«  Cocke, 
Crawford,  Crowell,  Culbretfa,  Colpeper,  Cuthberi, 
Davidson,  Earle,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Brvin, 
Fisher,  Floyd,  Foot,  FuUerton,  Garnett,  Hall  of  North 
Carolina,  Hardin,  Holmes,  Hooka,  Johnaon,  Jones  of 
Virginia,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kent,  Little,  Livermore, 
Lowndes,  McCoy,  McCreary,  McLane  of  Delaware, 
McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mason,  Meigs,  Mercer,  Metcalf, 
Neale,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Overstreet,  Par- 
ker of  Virginia,  Pintkney,  Pindall,  Quaries,  Randolph, 
Rankin,  Reed,  Rhea,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Settle, 
Shaw,  Simkins,8Iocumb,  Smith  ofilaryland,  B.  Smith 
of  Virginia,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North 
Carolina,  Storrs,  Strother,  Swearingen,  Trimble,  Tuc- 
ker of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Tyler, 
Walker  of  North  Carolina,  Warfield,  Williams  of 
Virginia,  aud  Williams  of  Nordi  Caroiina---84. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 


time  to-morrow ;  and  a  little  after  8  o'clock,  the 
House  adjourned. 


WEONEsnAT,  March  1. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Cominittee  on  the  District    ' 
of  Columbia,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the 
petition  of  tne  Grand  Lodge  of  the  District  of    . 
Columbia,  (to  be  authorized  to  build  a  Masonic    ' 
Hall  by  lottery ;)  which  report  was  read  and  con- 
curred in.  .^  , 

Mr.  Cannon,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Mi- 
litia, reported  a  bill  to  establish  an  uniform  mode 
of  discipline  and  field  exercise  for  th^  militia  of 
the  United  States;  which  was  twice  read  and 
committed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  l^ter  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  communicating  the  infor- 
mation required  bv  the  resolution  of  thel^th  ultimo, 
in  relation  to  a  loan  of  gunpowder  made  to  the 
firm  of  StuU  db  Williams. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  comonmicating  the 
information  reijuired  by  the  resolutionof  the 22d 
ultimo,  in  relation  to  the  contracts  heretofore  made 
with  James  Johnson,  Alexander  McRea,  Elias 
Earle,  and  Peter  Townsettd,  for  the  ddivery  oi 
powder,  arms,  dec. 

These  communications  were  severally  read  and 
order^  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Whitman  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion for  consideration : 

Ruoktd,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afidrs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  and  report  to  this  Houee  what 
right,  if  any.  Commodore  Stewart  had,  by  law  or  oth«r> 
wise,  to  require  that  men  whose  terms  of  enlistment 
expired  while  pn  the  Mediterranean  station,  ahonld 
eitner  re-enliat,  or  forfeit  the  right  '*  to  any  daim  or 
pcoTision  as  disticsMd  seamen,  from  the  Coaanls  of 
.  the  United  Statea  in  Europe ;"  and  what  right  existed 
at  the  Departments  of  the  Treasory  and  Navy  **  to  re- 
fuse remuneration  for  such  claims,"  as  stated  in  a 
letter,  under  date  of  the  S7th  January,  1820,addree8ed 
by  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Navy  to  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

A  3hort  debate  took  place  on  thi^  resolotion,  in 
which  it  was  supported  by  the  mover,  and  was 
opposed  by  Messrs.  Smith^  of  Maryland,  and 
Trimble  ;  in  the  condusion  of  which  Mr.  Trim- 
ble moved  that  the  resolution  be  laid  on  the  table 
for  the  present,  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

A  message  mm  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  to  wit:  An  act  for  the  better  regulation  of 
the  trade  with  the  Indian  tribes;  An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Robert  Purdy ;  An  act  in  addition  to  an 
act,  entitled  "An  act  regulating  the  Post  Office 
Establishment;"  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Bartho- 
lomew Duverge ;  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Labedo-. 
5 ere  de  Kermion;  and  An  act  for  the  rc^efof 
oseph  McNeill ;  in  which  bills  they  ask  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 

DEATH  OF  DAVID  WALKER. 

Mr.  CtuARLEB,  of  Kentucky,  rose,  he  said  with 
feelings  which  he  could  not  express,  and  with  a 
melancholy-  very  aeldom  experienced  by  hiniy  to 
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aiuKHwce  to  the  House  the  distressiog  mteiliffenee 
of  the  death  of  one  of  ixs  body ;  my  friend  and 
colleague  Major  David  Walker,  with  Christian 
fortitude,  about  eight  o'clock  this-  mominjo;,  ex- 
changed, said  Mr.  Q,,  a  world  of  cares,  of  toUs  and 
difficulties,  for,  I  hope,  a  mansion  of  bliss. 

I  ofler,  said  Mr.  QL9  for  consideration,  resolutions 
comporting  with  the  wish  of  the  decMsed.  While 
livio^,  my  coUeaffue,  by  profession  and  practice, 
in  pnrate  and  public  life,  was  a'plain  unaffected 
man.  He,  from  education,  had  an  abhorrence  of 
pomp  and  parade.  He  desired  that  the  body  that 
was  clad  with  mourning  should  weep  with  mental 
distress.  He  had  seen  oumerous  carriages,  filled 
with  perMBs  attendinff- funerals,  at  this  and  other 
places,  moTing  with  s^emnity  to  the  burial  ground, 
and  letumiag  from  it  with  no  eyidences  of  sorrow. 
And  to  pieveift  a  similar  spectacle,  connected  with 
his  remains,  did  he  make  the  request  contained  in 
the  resolntioas  I  now  offer.  The  Rcmresentatires 
from  Kentucky,  the  relatives  of  the  deceased,  and 
also  those  gentlemen  who  lived  with  him,  and 
whose  kindness  was  generously  afforded  him  in 
his  sickness,  hare  been  consulted  with  regard  to 
the  propria  of  the  course  which  is^oiir  proposed, 
and  have  approved  it.  I  wish  that  this  body  will 
consider  the  departure  from  the  usual  course  of 
proceeding  on  iotmer  occasions  of  this  kind,  as 
arising  from  none  other  than  the  purest  motives— 
the  most  sincere  respect  to  our  colleague— and  in 
this  House  a  desire  to  carry  into  execution  the 
dying  wish  of  one  of  its  bod  v.  I  hope  that  I  shall 
have  the  kind  indulgence  or  my  brother  members, 
in  permitluu^  the  rmated  wishes  of  my  coUea^e 
to  be  carried  into  effect,  conformably  to  the  spirit 
of  the  reaoluticms  now  proposed. 

Mr.  Q^  then  submitted  the  following  resolutions : 

Robhedj  wumimouely^  That  a  committee  be  sp- 
poinied  to  take  order  for  ■npsrintanding  the  foneral  of 
bavid  Walker,  deoesaed,  late  a  Reprssentattve  from  tbe 
Sute  of  Kentnekj. 

RcMoipei  That  the  said  David  Walker  having  com- 
monicated  to  the  Speaker  of  this  House,  and  the  hon« 
onb\e  James  Barboor,  of  the  Senate,  shortly  before  bis 
death, his  wish  that  he  might  be  buried  without  pomp 
or  painle,  attended  by  a  few  only  of  his  friends,  in 
comptiasce  with  his  wiib,  this  House  will,  on  this 
occanoo,  net  conform  to  the  practice  which  has  here* 
toforc  prevailed,  of  adjourning,  to  attend  the  funeral  of 
a  deceased  member. 

JUdohei,  Jurtker,  That,  in  cenlbrmity  with  the 
spirit  of  the  tame  wish  of  the  deceased,  the  members 
of  this  Heme  will  depart  from  the  usage  of  wearing 
crape  for  one  month,  with  the  exception  of  those  who 
may  voluatirily  choose  to  conform  to  said  assge. 

Mr.  Rakdolph  said  it  was  from  a  very  different 
sentiment  indeed  than  that  of  disrespect  to  their 
departed  brother  who  had  gone  to  his  account, 
that  he  rose  to  say  any  thinj^  on  this  melancholy 
occasion.  There  is  no  man  m  this  body,  said  Mr. 
R.,in  whose  eyes,  at  this  time — ^may  it  oe  so  at  all 
times) — the  wretched  strife  and  contention  of  am- 
bition appears  so  contemptible,  or  at  least  more 
low  and  contemptible,  than  in  the  eyes  of  him 
who  now  addresses  you.  Sir,  I  cannot  consent 
to  continue  that  strife  under  existing  circum- 
slanees;  i  will,  as  ftr  as  in  me  lies,  conform  to  the 
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letter  and  the  spirit  of  the  request  of  the  deceased. 
But,  while  I  conform  to  the  letter  and  spirit  of 
that  request — and,  sir,  it  is  such  an  one  as  I  should 
wish  made  in  my  own  behalf,  under  similar  cir- 
cumstances— I  cannot  consent  to  protract  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  most  agitating  and  invidious  ques- 
tion which  was  ever  pesented  to  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  since  the  institution  of  this 
Grovernment.  I  do  not  mean  to  caril  about  the' 
point  that  a  motion  not  to  adjourn  is  never  in 
order,  although  a  motion  to  adjourn  is  alwajrs  in 
order — far  be  such  a  spirit  from  me  at  all  time& 
but  more  especially  at  the  present  time.  But,  said 
Mr.  R.,  I  wish  to  adhere  to  precedents  set  in  good 
times,  on  such  mournful  occasions,  in  this  House. 
And,  if  precedents  are  valuable  on  any  occasion, 
they  are  to  be  adhered  to  in  those  decorous  ana 
solemn  rites  which  all  people,  even  the  most  sav- 
age, pay  to  the  last  sad  relics  of  departed  hu- 
manity, and  in  which  the  infringement  of  estab- 
lished custom  strikes  as  a  jarring  discord  upon 
the  heart  The  first  death  which  took  place  of  a 
member  of  this  House — and  I  ought  well  to  re- 
member it — for  it  was  of  one  of  my  nearest  rela- 
tives, the  only  near  one  left  on  the  maternal  sid&«» 
it  took  place  in  New  York,  in  the  month  of  June, 
1790,  when  Congress  sat  in  that  citjr — the  House 
resolved  that  the  delegati6n  of  Virginia  then  pre- 
sent (consisting,  when  full,  of  only  ten  members) 
should  be  a  committee  to  see  performed  the  last 
sad  offices  for  the  deceased.  The  next  day  they 
^resolved,  unanimously,  that  the  members  of  this 
House,  from  a  sincere  desire  of  showing  everv 
mark  of  respect  due  to  the  memory  of  Th«>doricK 
Bland,  deceased,  late  a  member  thereof,  will  go  in 
mourning  for  him  one  month,  by  the  usual  mode 
of  wearing  crape  on  the  left  arm."  As  the  mem- 
ber in  question  was,  if  not  in  affluent,  yet  in  inde- 
pendent circumstances,  it  was  ordered  that  a  sum 
equal  to  his  travelling  expenses,  had  he  lived  to 
return  to  Virginia,  should  be  allowed  for  the  ex- 
pense of  removing  him  to  his  last  sad  home  in  this 
world.  1  mean,  sir,  the  travelling  allowance  was 
viewed  as  a  fund  to  which  the  deceased  member's 
executors  might  be  entided.  and  therefore  applica- 
ble, under  the  direction  ot  his  colleagues,  to  the 
rites  of  sepulture.  His  executors  might,  if  they 
pleased,  have  removed  the  body  to  the  family 
burial  ground.  The  funeral  was  iieither  pompous 
nor  expensive;  it  was,  what  it  ought  to  have  been, 
decent  Christian  burial.  Other  cases  had  occur- 
red. Mr.  R.  continued,  which  he  rememb^ed,  in 
Philadelphia;  two  particularly,  of  members  from 
North  Carolina.  On  those  occasions,  a  particular 
friend  of  his,  who  has  been  a  member  of  Congress 
from  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution 
by  North  Carolina,  was  appointed  on  the  coin- 
mittee  to  make  the  necessaiy  arrangements  for  in- 
terment, in  the  case  of  Mr.  Burgess,  of  Edenton, 
he  believed,  and  in  that  of  Mr.  Br^an,  of  New- 
bera,  he  was  sure,  in  conjunction  with  a  colleague 
of  his  (Mr.  Thomas  Blount,)  since  also  gone 
where  all  flesh  must  go.  On  that  occasion  this 
rule  was  also  observed.  During  the  first  session 
of  Congress  here,  (the  last  of  Mr.  Adams's  -ad- 
ministration,) this  House  lost  one  of  its  most 
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yaluable  members,  iji  the  person  of  a  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Jones.)  In  this  case  the  rule 
was  still  adhered  to.  But,  at  a  succeeding  sei>- 
sion,  the  first  linder  the  new  administration,  and 
the  only  bad  example  set  at  the  time — Mr.  R.  re- 
gretted it  the  more,  as  he  felt  his  fuU  share  of  all 
responsibility  incitfred  at  that  time — on  the  death 
of  the  delegate  from  the  Territory  of  Mississippi, 

(iiir.  Hunter)  the  rule  was  dej^arted  from ;  then, 
or  the  first  time,  was  the  practice  adopted  of  pro- 
yidipg  a  funeral  at  the  public  expense,  be  that 
expense  what  it  mieht ;  and  that  rule,  under  which 
gross  abuses  have  been  practised,  has  continued 
erer  since  to  be  obseryed,  or  rather  to  be  abused; 
and  this  without  any  change  in  the  accustomed 
form  of  attending  the  funmi  and  wearing  crape 
for  a  month.  Why  not,  then,  in  this  case,  said 
Mr.  R.,  comply  with  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the 
request  of  the  deceased,  without  departing  from 
the  established  form,  and  jet  fet  back,  if  I  may  so 
express  myself,  to  first  principles,  on  this  melan- 
choly occasion?  Mr.  R.  adyerted  to  the  funeral 
of  a  former  Vice  President.  To  what  man  does 
the  cause  of  American  Independence  owe  more, 
with  one  single  exception,  than  to  George  Clin- 
ton? None;  none,  sir.  If  anv  man's  remains 
might  claim  a  funeral  at  the  public  expense,  surely 
it  is  those  of  him  whose  death  bathed  a  nation  in 
tears.  Next  to  that  man,  or  as  near  as  any,  in  the 
cause  of  the  Reyolution,  stood  Creorge  Clinton. 
But  a  funeral  at  the  public  expense  ought  to  be 
considered  as  the  highest  public  honor  wnich  the 
nation  could  bestow.  Ought  it,  then,  to  be  con- 
sidered a  matter  of  course,  that,  wheneyer  a  mem- 
ber of  either  House  of  Congress,  or  a  Territorial 
Delegate,  or  a  Vice  President,  or  even  a  President 
of  the  United  States,  nhall  leave  this  bustling, 
sorry  world,  we  shall  follow  him  (perhaps  nothing 
loatn)  to  the  grave,  and  the  sumptuous  funeral  be 
defrayed  at  Uie  public  charge?  It  was  not  the 
money  price  of  which  he  spoke.  Recollect  the 
case  of  the  late  William  Pitt  What  was  the 
distinction  taken  on  that  occasion?  And  by 
whom  was  a  public  funeral  of  that  great  states- 
man^  who  for  more  than  twenty  years  had  fiUed 
the  hrst  place  in  the  eyes  of  Eurooe,  oraosed? 
By  a  man  whom  I  may  call,  and  will  call,  mtimos 
An^lorum — by  William  Windham;  by  the  fa- 
vorite disciple  of  Edmund  Burke,  the  fourth  but 
not  the  least  star  in  the  great  constellation  of  Eng- 
lish statesmen  that  b  set  for  ever.  It  was  this — 
he  would  pay  the  debts  of  this  eminent  man ;  his 
great  and  disinterested  public  services  deserved  it 
at  the  hands  of  the  nation;  but  he  would  give  no 
unsuccessful  statesman,  and  such  he  considered 
Mr.  Pitl  to  have  been,  a  funeral  at  the  public  ex- 
pense. Mr.  R.  hoped  the  House  would,  in  the 
present  case,  go  on  m  the  usual  course;  and  that, 
while  it  complied  with  the  established  form,  it 
would  at  the  same  time  comply  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  fulfil  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  request  of 
the  deceased. 

The  Spbac£R  rose  and  observed  that,  as  he  was 
referred  to  in  the  resolutions,  he  would  ask  leave 
6f  the  House  to  state  what  had  passed  between  the 
deceased  and  himself  on  the  subject.  The  Si'sacbr 


then  briefly  recapitulated  the  conversations  which 
had  taken  place  between  himself  and  the  deceased, 
which  corroborated  and  supported  the  statement 
contained  in  the  resolution. 

A  few  remarks  were  subjoined  by  Mr.  Clarx 
and  Mr.  Culpeper,  in  approbation  of  the  wishes 
of  the  deceased,  when  the  question  was  taken  on 
each  resolution  separately,  (a  division  of  fhe  ques- 
tion having  been  required  by  Mr.  Walker,  of 
North  Carolina,)  and  they  were  severally  agreed 
to,  nem,  con, 

A  committee  was  appointed  accordingly,  con- 
sisting of  the  entire  delegation  from  Kentucky, 
widi  the  exception  of  Mr.  Clat,  (Speaker,)  and 
with  the  addition  of  Messrs.  Barbour,  Shaw, 
Taylor,  and  Gotrbert. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RANnoLPH,  the  Hooie  agreed 
that  when  it  adjourned,  it  would  adjourn  to  twelve 
o'clock  to-morrow. 

Mr.  R.  then  moved  an  adjournment,  bat  the 
motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

THK  MISSOURI  BILL. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  people  t)f 
the  Missouri  Territory  to  form  a  constitution  and 
State  ^vemmentj  and  for  the  admission  of  such 
State  mto  the  Union,  upon  an  equal  footing  with 
the  original  States,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
the  question  stated.  Shall  the  bill  pass?" 

Mr.  Ranoolph  rose,  and  spoke  more  than  three 
hours  against  the  passage  of  tne  bill,  on  the  groond 
of  the  unconstitutional  and  unjust  restriction  which 
it  imposed  on  the  people  of  Missouri,  as  a  condi- 
tion of  their  admission  into  the  Union,  dbc.  When 
Mr.  R.  had  concluded, 

Mr.  Holmes  called  for  the  previous  question. 

The  call  being  sustained  by  the  House,  the  pre- 
vious question  was  accordingly  stated,  ^  Shall  the 
main  question  be  now  put?"  which  beinf  agreed 
to,  the  question  was  taken  on  passing  the  bill,  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  91,  nays  ^,  as 
follows : 

VxAft— McMTS.  Adams,  Allen  of  New  York,  Biker, 
Bateman,  Beecher,  Bodcn,  Brash,  Baflfam,  Campbell, 
Cane,  Clagett,  Clark.  Cook,  Crafts,  Cuahman,  Dar- 
lington, Penniaon,  Dewitt  Dickioaon,  Dowae,  Eddy, 
Edwarda  of  Connecticat,  Edwarda  of  Penntjlvania, 
Faj,  Folger,  Ford,  Forrest,  Fallcr,  Groaa  of  New 
York,  Groaa  of  Pennsylvania,  Guyoo,  Hacklej,  HaO 
of  Now  York,  Hasaid,  HeAphiU,  HendridLs,  Her- 
rick,  Hibahmao,  Heiatar,  Hill,  Hoatetter,  Kendall, 
KiDsey,  Kinaley,  Lathrop,  Lincoln,  Linn,  Lyman,  Ma- 
clay,  Marchand,  Mecch,  R.  Moore,  8.  Moore,  Monefl, 
Morton,  Moseley,  Murray,  Nelaon  of  Maaaachntetta, 
Parker  of  Maaaachoaetta,  Patterson,  Phelps,  Philaon, 
Pitcher,  Plaaer,  Rich,  Richarda,  Richmond,  Rogera, 
Roaa,  Ruaa,  Sampaoo,  Sergeant,  Silabee,  Sloan,  Smith 
of  N.  Jcraey,  Soolhard,  Stevens,  Street,  Strong  of  Vu, 
Strong  of  New  York,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Tomlinaon,  Tomp- 
kina,  Tracy,  Upham,  Van  Renaaelaer,  Wallace,  Wen- 
dover,  Wluiaan  and  Wood. 

Njkva — ^Mcaaia.  Alatander,  Allen  ofTenneasee,  An* 
deraon.  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Bald* 
win,  Barbonr,  Bayly,  BloomfieU,   Brevard,    Brown,. 
Bryan,  Barton,  Borwell,  Butler  of  Loaiaiana,  Cannon^ 
Ciih»  Croweli,  Cnlbralh,  Cnlpeper,  Cnthbert,  David- 
aon,  Earle,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina.  Ervin, 
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Floyd,  Foot,  Follerton,  Garneit,  Hall  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Hardin,  Holmea,  Hooks,  Jobnton,  Jones  of  Yir- 
gioia,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kent,  Little,  Lowndes, 
McCoy,  McCreary,  McLene  of  Delaware,  McLean  of 
Keotocky,  Mason,  Meigs,  Mercer,  Metcalf,  NeaJe,  Nel- 
son of  Yirginm,  Newton,  Overstreet,  Parker  of  Virgi- 
nia, Pinckney,  Pindall,  Qoarles,  Randolph,  Kankin, 
Reed,  Rhea,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Settle,  Shaw,  Sim- 
kint,  Slocomb,  Smith  of  Maryland,  B.  Smith  of  Yir'^ 
giDia,  A.  Smjtfa  of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North  Carolina, 
Stom,  Strother,  Swearingen,  Terrell,  Trimble,  Tucker 
of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Walker 
of  North  OaioUna,  Warfield,  Williams  of  Virginia, 
and  WiUiams  of  North  Carolina. 

So  the  bill  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate 
for  concurrence  ;  and  the  House  adjourned. 

TauBsnAY,  March  3. 

James  WopDsoic  Bates  appeared,  produced  his 
credeodalsy  was  qualified,  jBLad  took  his  seat  as  the 
Delegate  from  the  Territory  of  Arkansas. 

Mr.  Sbrgeant  presented  a  memorial  and  petition 
of  William  Bavard,  of  the  city  of  New  York, mer- 
chant, in  behalf  of  himself  and  others,  holders  of 
property  in  tbe  three  per  cent,  stocks  of  the  United 
States,  renresentiag  that  the  proceeds  of  the  sale 
of  the  puuic  lands  in  the  Western  territory  were, 
by  the  act  of  the  4th  of  August,  1790,  pledeed^  in 
the  most  formal  and  solemn  manner,  towards  smk- 
Ing  or  discharging  the  said  stocks;  that  the  holders 
ofthe  said  stocks^  since  its  first  creation,  have  done 
00  other  act  tending  to  show  that  they  had  given 
up,  in  any  degree,  their  reliance  on  the  faith  of  the 
Groremment,  so  expressly  pledged  originally,  that 
the  proceeds  of  the  said  western  lands  should  be 
api^ied  to  extinguish  their  stocks;  on  the  contrary, 
they  have  retained  their  full  faith  and  reliance  on 
the  promises  of  the  Government,  and  still  retain 
it;  they,  therefore,  pray  that  Congress  will  take 
their  case  into  consideration,  bnd  make  such  pro- 
rision  as  justice  may  require. — Referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  BuTUBB,  of  Louisiana,  ]Nresented  sundry  re- 
solatioBs  of  the  Greneral  Assembly  of  the  State  of 
Louisiana,  renumstrating  against  any  change  in 
the  system  heretofove,  and  now,  existing  for  the 
disposal  oi  the  lands  of  the  United  States ;  which 
resolutions  were  r^erred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands. 

Mr.  PiHccnsY,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  sulqect,  reported  a  bill,  to  restore  to  all  the 
States  which  haye,  In  cessions,  omitted  to  retain 
the  same,  the  jurisdiction  of  the  territory  ceded  to 
the  United  States  for  forts,  arsenali*,  dock-yards, 
and  barracks,  so  far  as  respects  the  execution  of 
their  State  laws,  for  the  prevention  and  punish- 
ment of  crimes^and  re({overy  of  debts ;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  t6  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Monday  next.     . 

The  House  took  up,  and  proceeded  to  coi^sider 
the  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  Unit^ 
States  to  appoint  a  receiver  of  the  public  moneys, 
and  roister  of  the  land  office,  for  the  district  of 
Laurence  coimty,  in  the  Arkansas  Territory ;  and 
the  bill  being  amended,  was  ordered  to  be  engross- 
ed, and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Rbea,  the  Committee  on 
Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims  were  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reviving,  and 
continuing  in  force,  an  act,  entitled  ^'An  act  to 
provide  for  persons  disabled  by  known  wounds  re- 
ceived during  the  Revolutionary  war,^'  passed 
April  10th,  1806;  which  act  was  afterwards  re- 
vived, and  continued  in  force  for  the  term  of  six 
yoirs,  by  an  act  of  the  25th  of  April,  1812,  as  in 
said  act  declared,  and  is  since  expired. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cobb,  four  thousand  copies  of 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  upon 
the  subject  of  the  currency  of  the  country,  were 
ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  members 
of  this  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Batemah,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  requiring,  by  law,  the  marshals  of 
the  several  districts  in  selling  real  estate  by  virtue 
of  execution,  to  hold  such  sale  in  the  city  or  county 
in  which  such  real  estate  shall  be  situate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Baldwin,  the  Secretary  of 
the.  Treasury  was  required  to  communicate  to  this 
House  the  state  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
on  the  first  days  of  March,  June,  and  December 
last. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hooks,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  providing, 
Dy  law,  for  an  equitable  adjustment  of  the  accounts 
of  Andrew  Mclntire,  deceased,  late  collector  of 
direct  tax  and  internal  duties  in  the  sixth  collec- 
tion district  of  North  Carolina,  and  that  they  have 
leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise ;  and  Messrs. 
Hooks.  S locum b,  and  Settle,  were  appointed 
the  saia  committee. 

Bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  following  titles,  to 
wit: 

1.  An  act  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  trade 
with  the  Indian  tribes ; 

2.  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  "An  act 
regulating  the  Post  Office  Establishment ;" 

3.  -An  act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Purdjr ; 

4.  Anact  for  the  relief  of  Bartholomew  Duyem ; 

5.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Labedoyere  de  ^r- 
meon;  and, 

6.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  McNeil ;  Were 
severally  read  the  first  and  second  time^  and  ref^ 
red ;  the  first  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs, 
the  second  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  ana 
Post  Roads,  and  the  third,  fourth,  fifth,  and  sixth, 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  PRESinstfT 
OP  TBE  United  States,  which  was  read,  and  is 
as  follows,  viz: 

To  the  House  ofRepreeentaUveeofihe  United  States.' 

In  compliance  with  a  resolation  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  4th  of  February  last,  reqnestiiig  to 
be  informed  what  progress  haa  been  made  in  survey- 
ing certain  parts  of  the  coast  of  North  Carolina,  and 
in  ascertaining  the  latitude  and  longitude  of  the  ex- 
treme points  of  Cape  Hatteras,  Cape  Lookoat,  and 
Cape  Fear,  according  to  a  resolation  of  the  19th  of 
January,  1819, 1  have  to  atate,  that  it  is  intended  to 
carry  the  resolution  ofthe  19th  of  March  into  efiisct  in 
the  present  year.  The  co-opetation  of  the  board  of 
engineers  with  naval  commissioneis  being  neoessaix 
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in  ezecutiog  Unit  duty,  And  the  board  having  been  en- 
gaged last  year  in,  anrrejing  the  eastern  coast  of  onr 
Union*  it  would  have  interfered  withprenoue  arrange- 
mente,  and  been  Attended  with  increaaed  expense,  hnd 
they  withdrawn  from  it.  The  board  will,  however^,  be 
employed  during  the  present  Bummer  in  the  regular 
execution  of  its  duties  in  the  survey  of  the  coast  of 
North  Carolina,  when  instructions  will  be  given  it  to 
afford  the  necessary  aid  to  carry  the  resolution  of  s.the 
19th  of  January  of  the  last  year  into  eflSsot 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Majich  1,  1820. 

The  said  Message  was  laid  on  the  table. 
.  Mr.  Stbotber  made  an  unsttccessful  motioii  to 
take  up  the  joint  resolution  now  lying  on  the  ta- 
bt^  to  authorize  the  publication  of  the  secret  jour- 
nal of  the  old  Congress. 

The  House  next  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole '(Mr.  Storbs  in  the  chair)  on  the  bills  for 
estabUsmn^  United  States  courts  in  Maine  and 
Alabama.  The  Committee  got  through  the  de- 
tails of  the  first  bilL  and  made  some  progress  in 
the  second,  when  tne  Committee  rose,  reported 
progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  from  this 
House,  entitled  ''An  act  to  authorize  the  people  of 
the  Territory  of  Missouri  to  f6rm  a  constitution 
and  State  government,  and  for  the  admission  of 
such  State  into  the  Union,  on  an  equal  footing 
with  the  original  States,"  with  amendments ;  they 
have  also  passed  a  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Frederick  Goetz  and  Carl  W.  WestphaL 
and  of  the  heirs  of  Abraham  Nenpes,  deceased ;'' 
in  which  amendments  and  bill  tney  ask  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 

APPROPRIATION  BILLS, 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  moved  that  the  House 
should,  by  general  consent,  agree  now  to  take  up 
(out  of  Its  order)  the  Navy  appropriation  bilL 
This  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  S.  moved  to  postpone  the  preceding  orders 
of  the  day,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  said 
bill.  This  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  Houtte 
then  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  appropriation  bills. 

Mr.  Randolph  rose  to  object  to  this  mode  of 
getting  at  the  consideration  of  important  bills,  out 
of  their  turn--^f  being  taken  by  surprise — and  to 
regret  the  change  in  the  rules  wnfch  permitted,  by 
any  motion,  the  taking  up  of  bills,  except  on  the 
day  set  for  them.  Money  bills,  of  all  others,  ought 
not  to  be  taken  up  without  due  notice;  which  was 
proper,  to  enable  members  to  come  prepared  for 
their  investigation.  He  would  not  allow  any  mo- 
ney bill  to  pass  without  strict  examination.  He 
would  take  the  tp^e  diaU  of  no  man,  in  passing  be- 
tween the  people  and  appropriations  even  for  the 
Navy,  which  had  fou^t  itself  into  favor.  He, 
therefore,  moved  that  the  Committee  now  rise. 

Mr.  Smith  replied,  that  he  had  three  days  affo, 
in  his  place,  given  notice  to  the  House  that  ne 
should,  as  soon  as  the  discussion  of  the  Missouri 
bill  had  been  brought  to  a  close,  move  to  take 
up  the  appropriation  bills.    He  had  moved  now 


to  take  them  up,  because  the  public  sefvice  was 
suffering  for  the  want  of  appropriations.  He 
stated  further,  that,  though  it  had  never  been  the 
usafe  before,  it  had  always  been  his  practice^nce 
he  had  been  chairman  or  the  Comnuttee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  to  ^ive  notice  when  he  should  call  up 
appropriation  bills. 

Mr.  Clay  (Sneaker)  explained  the  reasons  for 
the  change  in  the  practice  of  the  House,  by  which 
the  orders  were  called  regularly,  as  they  followed 
on  the  docket  of  the  House.  He  then  expressed 
his  ho{>e  that  the  Committee  would  rise;  the  Mis- 
souri bill,  in  fact,  was  not  yet  disposed  of,  and  un- 
til it  was,  he,  for  one,  was  unwilling  to  ^  into 
any  other  important  business.  The  bms  belore  the 
Committee  were  those,  on  which  the  fipreat  ques- 
tion was  to  be  decided,  of  how  the  deficit  in  the 
Treasury,  whether  by  taxes,  loans,  or  otherwise, 
was  to  be  supplied.  The  House  was  not  now  in  a 
moral  condition  for  the  consideration  of  such  ques- 
tions. He  not  only  wished  the  Missoori  bill  to  be 
first  finidly  disposed  of,  but  really  he  wanted  a 
day's  rest  for  the  body  as  well  as  the  mind,  after 
the  settlement  of  this  agitating  and  laborious  sub- 
ject. He  hoped,  therefore,  the  Committee  would 
rise,  vnth  an  understanding  that  it  would  take  up 
the  appropriation  bills  on  Monday. 

Mr.  Smith  said  it  would  be  very  unwise  in  him 
to  press  the  consideration  of  these  bills,  contrary 
to  the  wishes  of  the  Committee ;  and  he  therefore 
acquiesced  in  the  motion  for  the  Committee  to 
rise.  Mr.  S.  took  this  occasion  to  say,  that  he 
hoped  he  was  not  considered  under  aay  neccssitf, 
from  the  situation  which  he  occupied,  of  defend- 
ing any  measure  or  any  appropriation.  He  con- 
sictered  himself  here  a  memoer  of  the  House,  and 
would  freely  exercise  his  opinion  on  all  subjects 
whatever. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  obtained  leave 
to  sit  again. 

THE  MISSOURI  BILL. 

The  message  received  from  the  Senate  announced 
that  they  had  passed  the  Missouri  bill,  with  an 
amendment ;  which  amendment  waisin  substance, 
to  strike  out  the  slavery  restriction,  and  insert,  in 
lieu  thereof,  the  clause  (Mr.  Thomases  and  Mr. 
Storrb's  original  proposition )  to  exclude  slavery 
from  all  the  territory  of  the  United  States  west  of 
the  Mtssissipni,  north  of  36^  3(/  north  latitude,  ex- 
cept within  the  proposed  State  of  Missouri. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Holmgs,  this  message  was 
laid  on  the  table  long  enough  to  give  him  an  op- 
portunity to  make  a  report  from  the  committee  of 
conference ;  which  report  is  as  follows : 

Mr.  HoLXSs,  from  the  managers  appointed  on  the 
part  of  this  House,  to  attend  a  conference  with  the 
managers  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  upon 
the  subject-matter  of  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two 
Houiea  on  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  of  this  Hoaae,  entitled  *«An  act  providing  for 
the  admission  of  the  Sute  of  Maine  into  the  Union/' 
made  the  following  report : 

1.  That  they  recommend  to  the  Senate  to  recede 
from  their  amendments  to  the  said  bill. 

8.  That  they  recommend  to  the  two  Houses  to  agi«c 
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to  ttxiko  oat  tlw  foorUi  ttction  of  the  bill  from  tho 
Hooieof  fieprecentativec,  qow  p«ndijig  in  the  Senate, 
entitled  "An  act  to  aathome  the  people  of  Miasouri 
to  form  t  constitution  and  State  government,  and  for 
the  admiMon  of  soch  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  original  States/ '  the  following  pro- 
vieo,  in  the  following  words :  "And  slftll  ordain  and 
establfih  that  there  shall  be  neither  tlaveiy  nor  invol- 
UDtary  nrfitade,  otherwise  than  in  the  punishment  of 
erimetr  whereof  the  party  shall  have  been  duly  con- 
ncfed:  Pnmded,  ahoays,  That  any  person  escap* 
'ag  ioto  the  same,  from  whom  labor  or  serfice  is  law- 
lallj  claimed  in  any  other  State,  sueh  fugitive  may  be 
Ifwiully  ndoimed,  and  eonveyed  to  the  person  claim- 
ing his  or  her  labor  <»r  sernce,  as  albresaid :  Promdidt 
mserthekmt  That  the  said  proTtsion  shall  not  be  «on« 
stfoed  to  alter  the  condition  or  civil  rights  of  any  per- 
son now  held  to  aemce  or  labor  in  the  said  Torritory." 

And  that  the  following  proTision  be  added  to 
the  bill: 

Sbc.  &  And  heitjwihef  enaeied,  That,  in  all  that 
terriiofy  ceded  by  Pt'anoe  to  the  United  States,  under 
the  name  of  '•  Loaiaiana,"  which  lies  north  of  thirty- 
six  degrees  and  thirty  mimites  north  latitode,  not 
iadaded  within  the  limits  of  the  State  contemplated 
hf  this  set,  slavery  and  inTolafilary  servitade»  other- 
wise than  in  the  panishment  of  crimes  whereof  the 
party  shall  have  been  daty  convicted,  shall  be,  and  is 
hereby,  forever  prohibited :  Ptomded,  (Uway$,  That 
any  person  escspiay  into  the  same,  from  whom  labor 
or  service  is  lawfollj  claimed  in  any  other  State  or 
Tenitoij  of  the  United  States,  such  fugitive  may  be 
Iswfolly  reclaimed,  smd  conveyed  to  the  person  claim- 
iog  his  or  her  labor  or  service,  as  aforesaid. 

The  repan  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  BsBCHBA  then  moved  to  priat  the  rq[X)rt. 

This  nM)tion  waa  opf09ed  by  Mr.  Lowmdbs,  oa 
the  gioood  that  it  would  imply  a  determination 
in  the  House  to  delay  a  decision  of  the  sulject  to- 
day, whidh  he  had  hoped  the  House  was  folly 
prepared  for. 

Sone  coaTeiaation  passed  on  this  motion  be- 
tween Mr.  Tayix>r  and  Mr.  Lownobs,  oa  the  pro^ 
pciety  9f  proceeding  to  act  in  this  House,  on  the 
recommeiidatiGn  of  the  committee,  before  the  Sen- 
ate had  given  the  pledge  required  oi  them  of  first 
adopting  the  i«p«rt  bj  receding  from  the  amend- 
ments 10  the  Maine  oill,  in  wnidh  Mr.  Taylob 
opposed  such  proceeding,  and  Mr.  Lowndbs  was 
in  faror  of  it;  inasmuch  as  it  would  be  wrong  to 
put  ia  jeopudy  a  satirfactory  settlement  of  this 
question,  fiiom  an  adherence  to  a  mere  noint  of  eti- 
mette  aad  order ;  that  the  House  coaw  not  fear 
that  the  Senate  would  adopt  the  reoommendatkm 
to  recede  ima  their  uneadmeats,  as  the  commit- 
tee of  oenfoeiice  was  unaaimoas  ia  their  report, 
with  the  exception  of  one  member  from  this  House, 
(Mr.  Taylob,)  and  became  us  farther,  as  the  dii- 
positioo  o(  the  Senate  to  admit  Maine  could  not 
be  doubted,  they  would  have  no  mottye  to  adhere 
to  their  amendments  if  this  House  should  adopt 
the  report,  dbc. 

A  loag  debate  took  place  on  the  question  of jprint* 
iag,  or  mther  on  the  qitestion  whether  this  House 
should  act  on  the  second  ^d  third  pioposhioBS  of 
the  commiUee  of  conference,  before  the  Senate 


had  acted  on  the  first  Those  against  acting  im- 
mediately, and  in  favor  of  the  Oriating,  were 
Messrs.  TAYL0B,.LivEaMORB^  and  Whitman  ;  and 
those  who  opposed  the  prmting,  were  Messrs. 

LOWNDCS,  HOLVBS,  KiNSSY,  StoRRB,  RANDOLPH, 

Brown,  Stbothsb,  Campbbll,  and  Pabker  of  ^ 
Virginia. 

The  debate  had  continued  about  three  hours, 
when  Mr.  Bbecbeb  withdrew  his  tootton. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  qonsideration  of 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  Missouri  bill. 

The  question  was  diTided  so  as  first  to  be  taken 
on  striking  out  the  restriction. 

Mr.  Lowndbb  spoke  briefly  in  support  of  the 
compromise  recommended  by  the  conmiittee  of 
conference,  and  ur^ed  with  great  earnestness  the 
propriety  of  a  decision  which  would  restore  tran- 
quillity to  the  country — ^which  was  demanded  by 
every  consideration  (»  discretion,  of  moderation,  of 
wisdom,  and  of  virtue. 

Mr.  Holmes  followed  in  a  short  speech,  nearly 
to  the  same  effect 

Mr.  Adams,  of  Massachusetts,  spoke  at  some 
leagth  in  favor  of  the  restr ictioa,  and  against  a 
cooipcomise. 

Mr.  Kemsey,  of  New  Jersey  spoke  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker,  a  period  has  now  arrived  when  it 
becomes  necessary  to  close  this  protracted  debate, 
and,,  as  I  shall  vote  for  the  compromise  offered  by 
the  Senate,  it  is  proper  to  state  my  reasons  for  so 
doing.  We  hare  arriTed  at  an  awful  period  in 
the  mstory  of  our  empire,  when  it  behooves  every 
monber  of  thia  House  now  to  pause  and  consider 
that  on  the  neit  step  we  take  depends  the  fate  of 
unborn  million?.  I  nrmly  beJicYe  that  on  the  quBs- 
tion  now  before  us  rests  the  highest  interests  ol  the 
whole  human  &mily.  NoW,  sir,  is  to  be  tested, 
whether  this  grand  and  hitherto  successful  experi- 
ment of  free  goreniment  is  to  continue,  «r,  after 
more  than  forty  years  enjoyment  of  the  choicest 
blessings  of.  Heayen  under  its  administration,  we 
are  to  break  asunder  on  a  dispute  concerning  the 
division  of  territorv;.  Gentlemen  of  the  naa^rity 
have  treated  the  idea  of  a  disunion  with  ridicule ; 
but,  Co  mtv  mind,  it  presents  itself  in  all  the  honrid. 
gloomy  features  of  reality ;  and  whod  we  uafold 
the  Yoittffle  of  past  agesy  and,  in  the  history  of 
man,  tmoe  the  rise  and  fall  of  flovemmeDts,  we 
find  trifles,  light  as  air  compared  to  this,  di^solv* 
ing  the  most  powerful  comedeiacies,  and  over- 
tuniing  eztensire  empires.  If  yre  inquire  what 
causes  operated  to  destroy  the  Am|diictyonic  league 
or  dissolTc  the  Qerman  Confederacy,  in  aloMiBt 
dVery  case,  we  find  questioas  of  territorial  jurisdic- 
tion. And  what,  for  past  ages^  has  deluged  Eu- 
rope ia  blood?  Disputes  concenuB^  territorial  gov- 
emment.  On  questions  of  this  high  and  mi^ty 
import,  it  behooves  us  to  a^|)roach  with  the  most 
aanui  coBsideratioDs.  What  at  this  period  is  mat- 
tet  of  conjecture^  may,^in  a  short  time,  becomie 
real  history.  It  is  not  a  question  like  that  hereto* 
fore,  in  whidi  a  diversity  of  opinion  commingled 
in  the  same  society  where  a  division  of  sentimciit, 
on  subjects  political,  spread  itself  over  the  whole 
Union ;  but.  on  this  question,  the  States  are  almoct 
equally  divided.  And  what  is  the  case  now  be&ie 
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Tisl  Opinions  from  which  every  ffentlemaD,  a  few 
months  past,  would  have  recoiled  back  with  hor- 
ror, as  treason  to  ima^ne,  are  now  unhesitatingly 
threatened;  that  which  had  no  ideal  existence, 
engendering  as  this  discussion  promsses,  assumes 
a  positive  shape,  and,  mixing  witn  this  unpropi- 
tious  debate,  presents  itself  in  all  the  dreadful  ap- 
pearances of  r^ity.  Ma^  Qod,  in  mercy,  inspire 
us  with  a  conciliatory  spirit,  to  disperse  its  tury 
and  dispel  its  terrible  consequences. 

On  this  question,  which  for  near  six  weeks  has 
agitated  and  convulsed  this  House,  I  have  voted 
with  the  majority.  I  voted  the  same  at  the  last 
session. ;'  But  I  am  convinced,  should  we  persist  to 
reject  tie  olive  branch  now  offeredjthe  most  dis- 
astrous conseauences  will  follow.  Those  convic- 
tions are  connrmed  by  that  acerbity  of  expression 
arising  from  the  most  irritated  feelings,  wrought 
upon  by  what  our  Southern  brethren  conceive  un- 
kind, unjust,  determined  perseverance  of  the  ma- 
jority :  and  to  those  I  now  beg  leave  to  address 
myself.  Do  our  Southern  brethren  demand  an 
equal  division  of  itkis  wide-spread,  fertile  region ; 
this  common  property,  purchased  with  the  com- 
mon funds  of  the  nation?  No;  they  have  agreed 
to  fix  an  irrevocable  boundary,  beyond  which 
slavery;  shall  never  jwiss;  thereby  surrendering  to 
the  claims  of  humanity  and  the  non-slaveholding 
States,  to  the  enterprising  agriculturist  of  the 
North,  the  Middle  and  Eastern  States,  nine-tenths 
of  the  country  in  question.  In  rejecting  so  rea- 
sonable a  proposition,  we  must  have  strong^  and 
powerful*  reasons  to  justify  our  refusal ;  and  not- 
withstanding you  may  plead  your  conscientious 
scruples,  be  it  remembered  you  must  shortly  ac- 
count to  that  august  and  stern  tribunal — impartial 
history  and  the  strict  scrutiny  of  public  opinion. 
Can  you  plead  conscience  in  bar  to  such  a  com- 
promise ?  If  so,  how  reconcile  votes  you  have,  on 
similar  questions,  already  ffiven? 

When  Mississippi,  at  the  last  session,  was  re- 
ceived into  the  Union,  your  votes  made  slavery 
interminable.  At  the  present  session  you  have 
confirmed  slavery  forever,  and  by  the  constitutions 
of  Alabama  and  Mississippi,  renaered  future  Legis- 
latures incapable  of  ever  abolishing  this  jrreatest 
of  humi^n  curses.  (In  those  two  votes,  I  sincerely 
thank  Grod  I  had  no  participation.)  On  those  oc- 
casions the  eloquence  of  your  orators  was  dumb. 
Where,  then,  was  this  overflowing  of  sympathetic 
philanthropy  ?  Where,  then,  was  mis  divine  moni- 
tor? Was  It  asleep,  or  had  its  powers  of  reminis- 
cence failed  to  operate?  Where,  then,  were  those 
chivalric  champions  who  now  fearlessly  brave  all 
consequences,  after  having  in  those  two  cases 
trampled  on  the  rig[hts  of  human  nature,  now 
boast  of  their  superior  humanity,  their  greater 
gifts  of  civilisation  and  refinement  ?  If  you  really 
do  possess  any  of  those  characters,  in  a  superior 
degree,  you  are  in  a  tenfold  ratio  more  culpable 
than  our  Southern  brethren.  You  had  no  interest 
to  Lead  you  aside  from  the  path  of  rectitude.  If 
now  the  pure  principles  of  humanity  alone  oper- 
ate on  your  mmdsj.in  the  rejecting  the  coinpro- 
mise  now  ofiered,  where  then  were  those  vigilant 
aentinels,  those  guardians  of  the  rights  of  mani 


The  bias  of  education  was  against  you ;  public 
opinion  in  opposition ;  and  yet,  either  heedlessly  or 
willingly,  you  consented  to  the  deed.  Yes,  you 
have  assisted  in  enchaining,  and,  in  perpetuity,  riv- 
etting  the  j;alling  fetters  of  slavery  on  unborn  gen- 
erations oith^t  unhappy  people.  Do  not  attempt 
to  palter,  to  shuffle  with  your  consciences,  in  a 
double  sense.  The  rejecting  this  reasonable,  this 
equitable  compromise,  will  not  cure  your  wounded 
conscience.  It  will  not  be  blotted  out ;  the  waters 
of  the  Mississippi  cannot  obliterate  the  stain. 

When  called  upon  to  assi^  a  reason  for  reiect- 
in^  it,  can  you  mead  principle  in  excuse?    Con- 
scientious scruples  are  not  bounded  by  the  Mis- 
sissippi, or  limited  to  the  latitude  of  96  degrees  30 
minutes;  when,  agreeably  to  the  observation  of 
the  eentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Randolph,)  it 
would  require  a  clear  day  to  ascertain  its  operation. 
I  much  fear,  notwithstanding  all  your  solemn  as- 
severations, a  scrutinizing  public  will  assign  other 
views,  other  motives;  ana  what  more  probable 
than  that  unhallowed  one  of  political  ascendency  ? 
And  it  is  to  be  feared  that  a  Imping  ambition,  the 
bane  of  all  government,  has  had  loo  great  an  in- 
fluence in  this  debate.    If  so,  it  is  time  now  to 
pause  before  we  pass  the  Rubicon  :  to  hesitate  be- 
fore it  is  too  late  to  retract    In  persisting  in  our 
restriction  on  Missouri,  are  we  dealing  to  our  bre- 
thren of  the  South  the  same  measures  "we  "would 
be  willing  they  should  mete  to  us  ?    When,  with 
magnanimity  unparalleled,  they  have  concealed  to 
us  nine-tenths  of  this  great  common  property,  can 
we  wish  to  deprive  them  of  the  remainder  ?   And 
whilst  gentlemen,  on  the  part  of  the  majority,  ar- 
rogate to  themselves  a  ^eater  portion  of  moral 
refinement,  it  would  be  highly  honorable  to  exhibit 
greater  manifestations  ot  liberality  in  sentiment. 
We  perhaps  have  assumed  too  much  to  ourselves 
on  the  score  of  emancipation.  Has  that  geographi- 
cal line  which  divides  the  slave  from  the  non- 
slaveholding  States,  orijB^inated  in  moral  or  physical 
causes,  or  in  both?    If  from  moral  principles,  its 
projprcss  must  continue  to  keep  pace  with  the  march 
of  intellect,  information,  ana  the  divine  influence 
of  religion.    And  those  really  pious  and  zealous 
advocates  of  abolition  have  much  to  console  and 
congratulate  themselves  with  for  their  strenuous 
and  hallowed  labors.    When  retrospecting  bat  a 
few  years,  and  slavery  spread  its  deleterious   in- 
fluence over  the  whole  of  this  Confederacy ;  Tvhen 
at  present  the  better  moiety  is  free.    This  has  been 
eflfected^  under  Providence,  by  the  mild  and  perse- 
vering influence  of  religion  and  reason,  co-opera- 
ting with  natural  and  physical  causes.     In  those 
States  whose  soil  and  climate  are  only  calculated 
for  the  cultivation  of  the  cereal  gramine,  the  agri- 
culturist finds  the  labors  of  the  dave  unprofitable ; 
it  therefore  became  politic  and  necessary   to  do 
away  an  evil  whose  embarrassing  efiects  must  con- 
tinually decrease,  in  place  of  adding  to  the  re- 
sources of  a  State. 

We  here  discover  a  combination  of  nataml  and 
moral  causes  operating  to  remove  from  our  country 
this  greatest  or  Qvils.  And  shall  we  hesitatingly 
doubt  that  Providence,  having  done  so  much  in  so 
short  a  period,  will  shorten  his  purposes  in  behalf 
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of  that  unhappy  race  of  men  ?  We  cannot ;  it 
woald  be  impiety  in  the  extreme,  educated  as  I 
hare  been  in  opposition  to  slaverv.  For,  "  I  would 
not  hold  a  slave  for  all  the  gold  tnat  sinews,  bought 
or  sold,  have  ever  earned.  And  could  I  helieve 
the  Tote  I  am  now  about  to  give  would  add  one 
more  in  number  to  that  miserable  unhappy  race,  I 
would  rather  perish  than  it  should  be  uttered.  Let 
us  not  deceive  ourselves.  I  much  doubt  whether 
ju&tice  or  humanity  will  be  subserved  by  rejecting 
this  compromise.  It  has  been  contended  by  ffen- 
tlemen  on  this  floor  that  slavery,  so  far  uom 
strengthening,  has  a  tendency  to  weaken  those 
Governments  that  admit  it.  Does  our  desire  to 
circumscribe  it  wholly  within  its  present  limits 
manifest  friendly  or  fraternal  feelings  ?  Has  the 
language  yjsed  in  this  debate  been  of  that  con- 
ciliatory character  that  tends  to  harmonize  and 
strengthen  the  bpnds  of  union '?  With  pain  I  have 
heard  language  diat  harrows  up  the  feelinjB^  of  the 
soul ;  expressions  hostile  to  the  interest  of  a  large 
portion  of  the  members  of  this  great  community. 
From  the  North  invidious  comparisons  have  been 
drawn  between  the  Northern  and  Southern  sec- 
tions, in  that  ever-memorable  contest  whose  glo- 
rious results  have  bestowed  on  us  the  proud  privi- 
leges of  here  legpslating.  Forever  perish  those 
odious  recriminations  I  There  was  no  well-fought 
field  in  which  we  have  not  stood  shoulder  to  shoul- 
der ;  no  battle  ground  in  which  our  blood  has  not 
mingled  in  common  together. 

to  that  great  political  strife  which  so  long  agi- 
tated the  councils  of  the  nation,  and  at  times 
threatened  to  tear  asunder  the  aSocial  compact, 
have  our  friends  of  the  South  ever  deceived  us? 
Have  they  not^  at  all  times,  supported  the  cause  of 
republican  prmciples?  In  our  last  war,  com- 
menced for  ai^gressaons  on  our  maritime  rights. 
States  the  least  commercial  were  behind  none  in 
their  patriotic  devotion  to  their  countrv.  Ken- 
tucky poured  forth  her  best  blood  at  the  River 
Raisin ;  she  conquered  at  the  Thames.  The  brave 
and  gallant  troops  of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee 
repeated  the  most  powerful  invasion  of  the  enemy, 
and,W  that  victory,  erected  a  trophy  to  their 
patriotism  as  durable  as  the  stream  of  that  great 
father  of  rivers;  whilst  others,  the  most  commer- 
cial, shrank  ingloriously  from  the  contest.  In 
drawing  the  cordon  of  restriction  around  the  pres- 
ent slav^okiing  States,  are  we  not  violating  their 
rights,  increasing  their  apprehensioiis,  and  weak- 
ening their  moral  force?  This  is  not  christian 
chanty  *,  it  will  not  ameliorate  the  condition  of  the 
slave;  it  listens  no  burdens;  it  soothes  no  pang 
of  his  agonized  bosom.  It  appears  more  like  put- 
tings in  practice  the  abominaole  doctrines  of  Mal- 
thus,  ofreducing  their  numbers  by  curtailing  their 
means  of  subsistence.  As  you  weaken  the  powers 
of  the  master,  you  increase  the  infuriated  passions 
of  the  slave.  Fear  is  the  parent  of  tyranny,  and 
despotism  originates  from  the  apprehension  of  per- 
sonal security.  Having  had  the  honor  to  be  one 
of  the  committee  of  comerence,  I  am  convinced  it 
is  the  only  alternative;  it  is  a  conciliatory  com- 
promise, by  which  the  non-slaveholding  States 
gain  much.     By  rescinding  the  restriction  on  Mis- 


souri, slavery  is  abolished  forever  over  a  tract  of 
country  that  is  ten  times  as  extensive.  An.d,  shaU 
the  march  of  emigration  continue  to  progress  west- 
ward as  heretofore,  that  wide-spread  region  will, 
in  a  few  years,  teem  with  the  most  enterprising, 
industrious,  intelligent  population  the  world  has 
ever  witnessed.  And,  ^n  yielding  the  question  in 
the  spirit  of  conciliatory  reciprocity,  to  whom  do 
we  concede  it  but  to  our  brethren?  Should  we 
now,  numerically,  carry  the  question,  it  will  be  a 
victory  snatched  from  our  brothers.  Oh !  it  will 
be  an  mglorious  triumph,  gained  at  the  hazard  of 
the  Union.  Humanity  shudders  at  the  thought. 
National  policy  forbids  it.  It  is  an  act  at  which 
no  good  man  will  rejoice,  no  friend  of  his  country 
can  approbate.  Sir,  a  number  on  the  part  of  the 
majority  have  openly  and  repeatedly  acknowl- 
edged the  justness;,  the  propriety,  the  necessity,  ot 
a  compromise,  and  their  willingness  to  adopt  it. 
Should  the  question  of  Maine  m  separated  from 
that  of  Missouri,  they  do  not  object  to  the  princi- 
ple, but  to  the  manner  of  effecting  their  object. 
And  shall  we  hesitate  to  effect  so  desirable  an 
event  merely  from  objections  as  to  form? 

And  when  we  return  to  our  constituents,  and, 
with  anxious  solicitude,  they  inquire,  what  have 
you  done  for  the  distressed  situation  of  agriculture? 
we  must  answer,  nothing:  the  embarrassments  of 
commerce?  nothing:  for  our  mouldering,  sinking, 
ruined  manufactures?  nothing.  The  resources  or 
the  Grovemment  are  lessening;  the  arm  of  national 
industry  palsied;  the  whole  body  politic  is  seized 
with  a  paralysis.  Refuse  the  compromise,  and 
this  arena  oi  the  national  council  becomes  the 
theatre  of  discord.  Hesitancy  displaces  mutual 
confidence;  we  doubt  each  others'  motives;  dis- 
trust each  others'  vi^ws.  Objects  adverse,  produce 
opposing  results;  reciprocity  of  interest  destroyed, 
fraternity  of  feeling  perishes.  I  much  fear,  re- 
ject the  present  overture,  and  the  moral  cement  of 
the  body  politic  is  dissolved ;  the  ligaments  of  this 
powerful  Confederacy  are  torn  asunder,  and  this 
fair  and  promising  experiment  of  free  government, 
created  bv  the  wisdom,  sacrifices,  and  patriotism 
of  our  fathers,  once  divided,  a  g^eneral  di;iintegra- 
tion  ensues.  An  awful  responsibility  at  this  mo- 
ment rests  upon  us. 

Sir,  I  stand  here  as  the  representative  of  a  State, 
every  member  of  which  is  leelingly  alive  to  every 
subject  connected  with  the  inter^ts,  the  advance- 
ment, the  consolidation  of  the  Union.  Our  con- 
stituents have  reposed  in  us  their  most  important 
trusts ;  and.  whatever  may  be  the  objects  or  a  -lew, 
the  great  wnole  expects  that  we  this  day  will  do 
our  duty ;  and  shall  we  now  betray  that  high  con- 
fidence— smother  the  powerful  convictions  arising 
from  existiuj?  circumstances,  and  shrink  from  re- 
sponsibility f  No.  sir;  I  cannot,  will  not,  desert 
what  I  conceive  their  highest  interests,  from  the 
apprehensions  of  their  disapprobation.  Their  suf- 
frages have  placed  me  in  a  situation  to  investigate 
causes  and  calculate  effects ;  to  trace  through  all 
its  sinuositiesp  this,  more  than  all  others,  most  im- 
portant question. 

However  my  constituents  may  differ  with  me 
in  opinion,  sucn  are  the  convictions  on  my  mind^ 
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and  confident  I  am,  my^  God,  my  conscience,  and 
my  country,  will  approye  the  apt.  It  is  a  'por- 
tentous period,  in  which  we  ougkt  to  be  ready  to 
sacrifice  our  prejudices,  our  popularity,  nay,  life 
itself,  on  the  altar  of  our  country's  good. 

Mr.  Stevens,  of  Connecticut,  said,  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  am  pleased  to  obtain  the  floor,  a  favor  I  have 
sought  six  weeks ;  but  heretofore  without  success. 
The  unpleasant  result  has  been,  I  have  been  com- 
pelled reluctantly  to  record  my  vote  in  all  the  ques- 
tions taken  on  the  bill  under  consideration  without 
the  very  common  privilege  of  recording  my  reasons 
for  givmg  such  vote*  It  is  perfectly  easy  to  con- 
ceive the  difficulty  in  which  one  is  involved  by 
5uch  a  train  of  adverse  circumstances;  we  fre- 
quently wonder  at  an  opinion  expressed,  and  con- 
demn the  author;  but  on  hearing  the  reasons  for 
his  opinion  reverse  our  own ; — ^whether  this  would 
have. been  my  case  if  I  had  succeeded  in  getting  a 
chance  to  explain  my  motives  will  never  be  known ; 
because  I  did  not  obtain  that  opportunity. 

In  this  question  of  compromise  now  to  be  decided, 
I  am  more  fortunate,  I  now  have  the  floor,  and 
must  avail  myself  of  this  first  opportunity  to  state 
explicitly  that  I  have  listened  with  pam  to  the 
very  long  protracted  debate  that  has  been  had  on 
this  unfortunate  question ;  I  call  it  unfortunate, 
sir,  because  it  has  drawn  ferth  the  worst  passions 
of  man  in  the  course  of  the  discussion.  I  have 
heard  gentlemen,  and  I  must  in  candor  say  gentle- 
men on  both  sides  of  the  question,  boast  of  sectional 
prowess,  and  of  sectional  achievements ;  and  re- 
mind gentlemen  from  opposite  sections  of  the 
Union,  that  they  had  not  so  fought  and  so  con- 
quered ^  or  left  such  conclusion  irresistibly  to  follow. 

I  want,  and  manifest  public  ffood  requires,  that 
the  reverse  of  this  language  should  be  holden.  Let 
each  gentleman  boast  the  valor  of  the  inhabitants 
of  an  opposite  section  of  the  Union,  then  all  get 
the  praise  due  them,  and  in  a  way  infinitely  more 
acceptable  to  gentlemen  of  becoming  modesty; 
and  surely  if  any  people  ever  mented  all  the 
praise  that  has  been  arrogated  instead  of  being  be- 
stowed, the  American  people  do.  But  it  is  not  the 
inhabitants  of  any  section  of  America  that  exclu- 
sively merit  all  their  exalted  praise ;  but  the  Union 
collect! vdy.  In  casting  my  eye  over  the  map  of 
my  country,  I  scarcely  discover  a  spot  on  it  but  is 
rendered  memorable  as  Xhz  birth  place  of  some 
sage,  hero,  or  philosopher ;  if  these  occur  most  fre- 
ouently  in  Connecticut  it  is  very  well — ^if  most 
frequently  in  some  other  State,  very  well ;  it  is 
still  my  country.  Shall  I  forego  every  joy  of  my 
life  because  the  immortal  Washington  was  not 
born  in  that  State,  of  very  circumscribed  limits, 
in  which  I  was  bom  ?  Preposterous  thought !  He 
was  bom  in  America.  Tnat  is  enough  for  me. 
His  glory  reaches  us,  bottomed  on  merit,  and  scorns 
the  proved  aid  of  mouldering,  marble  to  perpet- 
uate it. 

If  the  deadliest  enemy  this  country  has.  or  ever 
had,  could  dictate  language  the  roost  likely  to  de- 
stroy your  glory,  prosperity,  and  happiness,  would 
it  not  be  precisely  what  has  been  so  profusely  used 
in  this  debate— sectional  vauntine?,  Most  un- 
doabfedly  it  would.    If  the  fell  Spirit  of  Discord, 


the  prime  mover  of  sedition  and  rebellion  in  the 
heavenly  realms,  should  rack  his  hellish  invention 
for  the  same  malicious  purpose,  he  would  undoubt- 
edly i>ull  the  cord  of  sectional  prowess ;  he  would 
magnify  the  valorous  deeds  of  each  particular  State 
or  pari^  division,  and  distort  or  obliterate  all  the 
rest.  The  arch  planner  of  the  first  sedition  and 
rebellion  must  for  ever  despair  of  improving  on 
the  sad  invention. 

But,  sir,  gentlemen  start  at  the  mention — Why 
do  this  ?  You  hold  your  seats  by  the  tenure  of 
compromise.  The  Constitution  is  a  creature  of 
compromise  ;  it  originated  in  a  compromise ;  and 
has  existed  ever  since  by  a  perpetual  extension  and 
exercise  of  that  principle ;  and  must  continue  to 
do  so.  as  long  as  it  lasts. 

When  your  Convention  met  for  its  formatioD, 
they  immediately  discovered  that  the  general  wd- 
fkre,  the  object  of  their  solicitude,  could  not  be  se- 
cured and  perpetuated,  without  eivin^  up  some- 
thing like  [Nirticular  rights ;  and  this  giving  up  of 
particular  rig:hts,  to  secure  the  great  end  and  object 
of  their  meeting.  Was  called  a  compromise. 

What  did  they  do  ?  They  debate!  some  months, 
and  then  came  to  the  obviously  necessary  result — 
compromise.  It  was  plainly  seen  then  as  now 
that,  to  obtain  the  object  sought,  it  was  necessary 
to  make  some  sacrifices  and  to  assume  some  evils. 
They  thus  thought  the  good  sought  was  worth  the 
sacrifices  necessary  to  obtain  it ;  and  now,  afler 
thirty  years'  successful'  experience,  who  dare  ar- 
raign tneir  wisdom  or  their  patriotism  ?  Rashness 
itsdf  must  foreyer  remain  dumb  to  this  demand. 

If  gentlemen  are  in  favor  of  any  compromise, 
it' is  a  fit  time  to  discuss  that  subject,  and  see  if 
any  can  be  hit  on  that  will  give  general  satisfac- 
tion. 

I  am  in  favor  of  a  compromise,  but  have  strong 
objections  to  that  now  under  consideration.  I 
greatly  fear  it  would  tend  to  perpetuate  the  evil 
we  seek  to  remedy.  The  south  hne  of  PennsyJ- 
vania  State  and  the  Ohio  waters  now  form  the 
boundary  line  between  the  two  parties.  If  you 
continue  that  line  by  the  36^  3(y  of  north  latitude^ 
to  the  Pacific  ocean,  I  fear  it  will  not  prove  a 
pacific  measure.  This  would  be  to  place  on  your 
records  a  perpetual  rallying  place  for  party. 

It  is  devoutly  to  be  wished  that  such  compro- 
mise might  be -hit  on  as  would  forever  put  an  end 
to  the  unhappy  existence  of  parties  in  their  pres- 
ent shape.  I  should  prefer  a  prohibition  of  the  ad- 
mission of  slaves,  into  that  State,  as  a  meftsnre 
the  most  likely  to  efiect  thatdesiralke  object  The 
number  alreaay  there  is  not  so  great  now  as  to  be 
a  subject  of  any  great  uneasiness  to  those  most 
opposed  to  the  continuance  of  slavery. 

F<^w  gentlemen  have  risen  in  debate  on  this 
question,  without  deefdy  lamenting  (and  I  think 
with  gr^t  reason)  the  existence  of  parties;  desig- 
nated by  geo^phical  lines  and  boundaries.  I 
also  deprecate  it,  as  being  a  divison  of  the  Union 
into  parties  so  equal  in  numbor,  wealdi,  intdli- 
^nce,  and  extent  of  territory.  Indeed,  sir,  there 
IS  no  view  of  this  unhappy  division  of  our  country, 
but  must  be  sickening  to  the  patriot,  and  in  direct 
violation  of  the  dictate  of  wisdom  and  the  last, 
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thoQffh  not  least,  important  advice  of  the  father 
and  frieikd  of  his  coiintrv.  He  forbids  the  use  of 
the  words  northern  and  Somhern,  Atlantic  and 
Western,  as  descriptive  of  the  various,  parts  of 
yonr  country.       s 

And  will  yoa  forget  so  important  an  injunction, 
from  that  man,  in  so  short  a  time  ?  Was  there  no 
political  wisdom  in  the  command  ?  If  none,  why 
has  it  been  so  long  venerated  ?  I  should  prefer  a 
compromise  forbicMing  the  importation  of  any  more 
slaves  into  the  State  of  Missouri.  This,  1  think, 
would  allay  party  feelings,  drive  into  forgetfulness 
present  feuids,  and  satisfy  my  friends  to  tne  North 
and  East,  with  whom  I  have  acted,  and  delight 
to  act.  In  common  with  them,  I  have  an  her^i- 
tary  dislike  to  si  amy,  strengthened  by  a  residence 
all  my  life,  to  the  present  tirae^  in  a  coimtry  where 
in  does  not  exist.  I  honor  their  dislike  of  slavery, 
and  firmly  believe  there  is  not  a  gentleman  in  this 
House  bat  deprecates  its  existence.  Agreeing  in 
this  ail-important  point,  let  us  not  separate.beeause 
we  cannot  think  precisely  alike  of  tne  means  best 
calculated  to  radicate  it.  Was  it  ever  known 
that  a  body  so  numerous  thought  exactly  alike 
throughout  any  one ! grand,  all»important  measure 
for  pub&ie  good,  in  all  the  detail  ?  And  is  not  the 
circumstance  of  a  division  in  sentiment  in  so^aige 
a  body,  so  equal  in  point  of  number,  a  thing  that 
should  lead  both  to  suspect  they  may  be  wrong  ? 
Gfeotietnen  who  have  much  property  of  this  sort, 
I  agree,  are  deeply  interested ;  but  candor  must  at 
the  same  time  admit  they  have,  from  the  fact  of 
being  slaveholders,  much  practieal  and'  useful 
knowiedee  on  this  subject  that  cannot  be  claimed 
by  nQn-6&ireh<dden*  And  this  knowledge  is  ex- 
tremdr  nsafol,  not  Co  say  indispeDsable,  especially 
as  tb  the  extent  of  the  evil  to  the  slaves  and  to  the 
community  generally.  This  knowledge  is  indis- 
pensabie  'when  it  is  sought  to  effect  emaneipation, 
on  tenos  the  best  cal<mlated  to  insure  infallible 
success,  and  to  effect  it  in  a  way  the  least  likely  to 
hazard  any<desdiictive  revolution  that  might,  in 
unskiifol  hands,  insure  mpre  evil  than  the  good 
intended.  If  we  admit  slaveholders  to  have  more 
knowledge' on  tloB  sabject,  than,  from  the  nature 
of  the  case,  we  can  have,  their  voice  in  council 
should  not  be  entirely  unheeded* 

But,  sir,  we  have  now  arrived  at  a  point  at 
which  ev^  gentleman  agrees  something  must  be 
done.  A  precipice  lies  before  us,  at  which  perdi* 
tion  is  iaevitaole.  Gentlemen  on  both  sides  of 
this  question,  and  in  both  Houses,  in  doors  and  out 
of  doMs,  have  evinced  a  determination  that  au- 
gurs ill  of  the  high  destinies,  of  this  country  T  And 
who  does  not  tremble  for  the  consequences) 

I  do  not  here  speak  of  that  feeling  which  results 
firom  an  appiefaension  of  peraonaf  dang«r.  No. 
sir;  1  speak  of  that  feeling  which  agitates  the  soul 
of  every  natriot  when  his  country  is  in  danger. 
I  speak  of  that  feeling,  without  a  susceptibility  of 
which  a  man  is  no  ornament  to  any  country.  I 
witth  not  to  be  misundefstood,  sir.  I  don't  pre- 
tend to  say  th^t  in  just  five  calendar  months  your 
Union  wiU  be  at  an  end  :  your  Couslitutida  de- 
stroyed ;  yoor  proud  tropliies,  won  in  the  'most 
valiant  combat,  profaned;  glories  of  half  a  cca* 


tury,  gained  by  yourselves  and  your  departed 
friends,  and  unequalled  in  thehistory  of  any  country 
or  people  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  made  the  sport 
of  an  envying  world ;  and  all  this  in  a  sacrilegious 
contest,  at  the  end  of  which  no  wise  man  would 
ffive  a  pea-straw  for  his  choice  on  which  side  to 
be  found,  as  the  victors  would  have  lost  all,  and 
the  vanquished  have  nothing  lefl  to  excite  envy. 

But,  sir,  I  do  say,  and  for'  the  verity  of  the  re- 
mark cite  the  lamentable  history  of  our  own  time, 
that,  the  result  of  a  failure  to  compromise  at  this 
time,  in  the  way  now  proposed,  or  in  some  other 
way  satisfactory  to  bothj  would  be  to  create  ruth- 
less hatred,  irradicable  jealousy,  and  a  tetal  forget- 
fulness of  the  ardor  of  patriotism,  to  which,  as  it 
has  heretofore  existed,  we  owe,  under  provioenoe, 
more  solid  national  glory  and  social  happiness  than 
ever  before  was  possessed  by  any  people,  nation, 
kindred,  or  tongue,  under  Heaven. 

However  devoutly  it  is  to  be  wished  that  men, 
under  the  keen  anguish  of  disappointment  and 
mortification,  were  wise,  patriotic,  moderate,  and 
obedient  to  the  laws,  we  have  no  reason  to  expect 
it.  A  very  recent  example  of  the  base  lengths  of 
depravity  to  which  men  suffer  their  party  madness 
to  carry  them,  and  at  a  time  too  when  the  country  ia 
in  the  deepest  distress,  will  forever  forbid  us  to 
cherish  this  vain  hope.  Not  according  entirely  in 
sentiment  with  the  proposed^compron^ise,  and  with 
the  hope  of  obtaining  a  better  by  a  free  commu- 
nication of  sentiment,  (and,  when  I  say  better  I  do 
not  mean  better  for  any  particular  part  of  the 
Union,  but  better  for  the  whole,)  I  move  that  the 
House  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  Mtacsn  followed  on  the  same  side,  with 
ffreat  earnestness ;  and  had  spoken  about  half  an 
Sour,  when  he  was  compelled  by  indisposition  to 
resume  his  seat. 

The  nrevious  question  was  then  called ;  and  the 
House  naving  sustained  the  call  by  103  votes,  the 
main  question  was  put  on  concurring  with  the 
Senate  in  striking  out  of  the  bill  the  slavery  re- 
striction on  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  decided  ia 
the  affirmative— yeas  90,  nays  87,  as  follows : 

TsAS-— Messrs.  Abbots  Alexander,  Alien  of  Tennss^ 
ssa^  Aadenon,  Archer  of  Maiyland,  Ardior  of  Vir- 
ginia, Baldwin,  Barbour,  Bsyly,  Bloonillskit  Brevsrd, 
Brown,  Bryan,  Button,  Borwell,  BuUtr  of  LouisisBa, 
Gannon,  C<ri>b,  Coeke,  Crawford,  Crowell,  Culbredi, 
Cnlpepsri  Culhbert,  Davidson,  Earle,  Eddy,  Bdwaids 
of  North  CaioKtaa,  Brwin,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Foot,  Pal- 
Isffton,  Gamett,  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Hardin,  Hill, 
BblmM,  Hooks,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginis,  Jones *of 
Tennessee,  Ksnt,  Khisey,  Little,  Lowndes,  McCoy, 
MicCreary,  BfcLano  of  I>elawarei  McLean  of  Kentuc- 
ky, MsBon,  Meige,  Mercer^  Melcalf,  Nealsv  Nelson  of 
Virginia,  Newton,  Overstreet^  Parker  of  Virginia, 
Plnckney»  Pindall,  Qoarles,  Randolph,  Rankin,  Reed, 
Rhea,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Settle,  Shaw,  Sinikins, 
SloGumb,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Smith  of 
North  Carolina,  Stevens,  Su>rrs,  Strother,  Sweartn- 
gen,  Terrell,  Trimble,  Tueker  of  VirgioU,  Tucker  of 
South  Carolina.  Tyler,  Walker  of  North  CaroMna, 
Warfield,  WilHams  of  Virginia,  and  Willmns  of 
North  Carofina--*-90. 

NjLVS'--4feHm.  Adams,  AUen  of  Mssischusslt% 
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Allen  of  New  York,  Baker,  Betemtn,  3eecher,  Bo- 
den,  Braab,  Buffiim,  Butler  of  New  Hempehirt,  Camp- 
bell, Clagettr  Clark,  Cook,  prafU,  Cuihman,  I>arliiig- 
ton,  Denniaon,  Dcwitt,  Dickinaon,  Dowae,  Edwards 
of  PeDDayUaDia,  Fay,  Folger,  Ford,  Forrest,  Fuller, 
Gross  of  N.  York,  Gross  of  Pennsy  Wania,  Guy  on,  Hack- 
ley,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hazard,  Hemphill,  Hendricka, 
Herrick,  Hibshman,  Heister,  Hostetter,  Kendall,  Kins 
ley,  Lathrop,  Lincoln,  Linn,  Livermore,  Lyman,  Mac- 
lay,  Mallsry,  Marcband,  Meech,  R.  Moore,  8.  Moore, 
Monell,  Morton,  Moseley,  Murray,  Nelson  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Parker  of  Massachusetts,  Patterson,  Phelps, 
Philson,  Pitcher,  Plumer,  Rich,  Richards,  Richmond, 
Rogers^  Ross,  Russ,  Sampson,  Sergeant,  Silsbee,  Sloan, 
Southard,  Street,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Strong  of  New 
York,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Upham,  Van 
Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Wendover,  Whitman,  Wood — 87. 

Tbe  question  was  then  stated  on  the  second 
amendment  of  the  Senate,  when — 

Mr.  Taylor  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
by  striking  out  the  words  "  thirty-six  degrees  thirtv 
minutes  north  latitude,"  and  inserting  a  line  whicn 
would  exclude  slavery  from  all  the  territory  west 
of  the  Mississippi,  except  Louisiana,  Missouri,  and 
Arkansas. 

The  previous  question  was  again  demanded,  and 
again  sustained  by  a  majority  of  the  House.  The 
effect  of  the  previous  question  being  to  exclude  the 
question  on  the  amendment,  and  to  bring  it  back 
to  the  main  question — 

The  main  question  was  ^aken  on  concurring 
with  the  Senate  in  inserting  in  the  bill,  in  lieu  of 
the  State  restriction,  the  clause  inhibiting  slavery 
in  the  territory  north  of  thirty-six  decrees  thirty 
minutes  north  latitude,  and  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative — ^yeas  134,  nays  42,  as  follows : 

YsAS — Messrs.  Allen  of  New  York,  Allen  of  Ten- 
nessee, Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Baker,  Bald- 
win, Bateman,  Bayly,  Beecher,  Bloomfield,  Boden, 
Brevard,  Brown,  Brush,  Bryan,  Butler  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, Campbell,  Cannon,  Case,  Clagett,  Clarke, 
Cocke,  Cook,  Crafts,  Crawford,  Crowell,  Culbreth, 
Culpeper,  Cushman,  Cuthbert,  Darlington,  Davidson, 
Denniaon,  Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Dowse,  Earle,  Eddy, 
Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Fay,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Foot, 
Ford,  Forrest,  Fuller,  FuUerton,  Gross  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, Ouyon,  Uackley,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hardin, 
Hazard,  Hemphill,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hibshman, 
Heiater,  Hill,  Holmes,  Hostetter,  Kendall,  Kent,  Kin* 
sey,  Kinsley,  Lathrop,  Little,  Lincoln,  Linn,  Liver- 
more,  Lowndes,  Lyman,  Maday,  McCreary,  McLane 
of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mallary,  Marchand, 
Mason,  Meigs,  Mercer,  R.  Moore,  8.  Moore,  Monell, 
Morton,  Moseley,  Murray,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts, 
Nelson  of  Virginia,  Parker  of  Massachusetts,  Patter- 
son, Philson,  Pitcher,  Plumer,  Quarl^,  Rankin,  Rich, 
Richards,  Richmond,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Rogers, 
Ross,  Russ,  Sampaon,  Sergeant,  Settle,  Shaw,  Silabee, 
Sloan,  Smith  of  N.  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith 
of  North  Carolina,  Southard,  Stevens,  Storra,  Street, 
Strong  of  Vermont,  Strong  of  New  York,  Strother, 
Tarr,  Taylor,  Tomlinson,  Tompkins,  Tracy,  Trimbls, 
Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Upham,  Van  Rensseleer, 
WaUaoe,  Warfield,  Wendover,  WUliams  of  North 
Carolina,  and  Wood — 134. 

NATa — Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Alexander,  Allen  of 
Massachusetts,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Barbour,  Bu0um, 
Biuton,  Burweil,  Qatler  of  Louisiana,  Cobb,  Edwards 


of  North  Carolina,  Ervin,  Folger,  GaneU*  Grosa  of 
New  York^  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Hooka,  Johnson, 
Jones  of  Virginia,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  McCoy,  Met- 
calf,  Neale,  Newton,  Overatreet,  Parker  of  Virginia, 
Pinckney,' Find  all,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rhea,  Simkins, 
Slocumb,  B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginim, 
Swearingen,  Terrell,  Tucker  of  Va.,  Tyler,  Walker  of 
North  Carolina,  and  Williams  of  Virginia — 42. 

The  amendment  to  the  title  to  add  the  words 
"and  to  prohibit  slavery  in  certain  Territories," 
was  thefi  also  concurred  in.  And  so,  all  the  amend- 
ments being  concurred  in,  the  bill  was  passed  by 
the  two  Houses. 


Friday,  March  3. 

The  Journal  of  the  proceedings  of  the  House  on 
yesterday  being  read — 

Mr.  Randou>h  rose  and  intimated  an  intention 
now  to  move  the  House  to  reconsider  their  vote  of 
yesterday,  by  which  they  coacorred  with  the  Sen- 
ate in  ftriking  the  restriction  from  the  Missomi 
bill 

The  Speaker  declared  the  motion  out  of  order 
until  the  ordinary  business  of  the  morning,  as  pre- 
scribed by  the  rules  of  the  House,  should  be  disposed 
of.  From  which  opinion  of  the  Chair,  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph appealed. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  correctness  of 
the  decision,  it  was  affirmed  by  the  House. 

The  House  then  proceeded  in  receiving  and  re- 
ferring petitions ;  wnen,  petitions  being  ^iled  for 
from  the  members  from  Virginia — 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  that  the  House  retain  in 
their  possession  the  Missouri  bill,  until  the  period 
should  arrive,  when,  according  to  rules  of  the 
House,  a  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  of  yesterday 
on  concurring  in  the  first  amendment  proposed  by 
the  Senate  to  the  bill  aforesaid,  should  be  in  order. 

The  Speaker  dedared  this  motion  out  of  order, 
for  the  reason  assigned  on  the  first  application  of 
Mr.  Randolph  on  this  day. 

Mr.  ANnsRsoN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
James  Shields,  accompanied  with  a  bill  for  his 
relief;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  to  continue  in  force  the 
act,  entitled  "An  act  to  protect  the  commerce  of 
the  United  States^  and  punish  the  crime  of  piracy ;" 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Livermore,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which' was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  enti- 
tled "An  act  in  addition  to  an  act.  entitled  ^An 
act  r^^ulating  the  Post  Office  Establishment/'  re- 
ported the  same  without  amendment ;  and  it  was 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  ask  a  further  conference  upon  the 
subject-matter  of  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two 
Houses  on  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate 
to  the  bill  of  this  Hou8&  entitled  "An  act  provi- 
ding for  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Maine  into 
the  Union,"  to  which  they  have  appointed  man- 
ager on  their  part. 


1589 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1690 


March,  1820. 


Qiiestion  of  Privdegt — Petition  of  Swiss  Emigrants, 


H.  OF  R. 


The  House  took  up,  and  proceeded  to  consider, 
the  said  message ;  whereupon,  it  was  resolved^  That 
this  House  do  agree  to  the  further  conference  asked 
by  the  Senate  upon  the  subject-matter  of  the  disa- 
greeinj?  yotes  on  the  amendments  depending  to  the 
said  bul. 

Ordered,  That  Nfes^srs.  Holmeb,  Hill,  and  Tay- 
lor, be  appointed  managers  at  the  said  conference 
on  toe  part  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Holmes,  from  the  managers  on  the  part  of 
this  House  to  attend  a  further  conference  with  the 
managers  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  on  the  disa- 
greeing votes  of  tne  two  Houses  on  the  amend- 
ments depending  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  admission  of  the  State  of  Maine  into  the  Union," 
made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  he 
on  the  table.     . 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Walter  Channing,"  in  which 
they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  Houser  The  Sen- 
ate concur  in  the  report  of  the  last  committee  of 
conference  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two 
Houses  on  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  providing  for  the  admis.^ion 
of  the  State  of  Maine  into  the  Union,"  viz :  That 
the  Senate  recede  from  the  said  amendments,  and 
that  the  said  bill  be  amended  by  striking  out  the 
word  "  next."  and  inserting,  in  lieu  thereof,  the 
words,  "  in  tne  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twenty,"  in  which  amendment  tney  ask  the 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  took  up,  and  proceeded  to  consider, 
the  said  message ;  whereupon — 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  that  the  bill  be  indefinitely 
postponed,  and  proceeded  at  considerable  length  to 
offer  his  reasons  for  wishing  to  prevent  its  passage ; 
when  Mr.  R .  was  cajled  to  order,  by  Mr.  Li  vcrmore, 
for  deviating  from  tHe  question  under  debate. 

The  SPEiiKER  decidedkthat  Mr.  RANnoLPR  was 
not  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Live RM ore  appealed  from  the  decision  of 
the  Chair,  but  before  the  question  was  put — 

Mr.  Randolph  withdrew  his  motion  for  the 
indefinite  postponement  of  the  biU. 

The  conference  was  then  agreed  to,  and  soon 
after  Mr.  Holmes  reported  the  amendment  as  above 
stated,  which  was  agreed  to  by  the  House,  and  the 
bill  was  thus  finally  acted  on. 

The  hill  from  the  Senate  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Walter  Channing,"  was  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Frederick  GoBtz  and  Carl  W.  West- 
phal,  and  the  heirs  of  Abraham  Neppes,  deceased, 
was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

The  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  author- 
ize the  President  of  the  United  States  to  appoint  a 
receiver  of  public  moneys,  and  a  register  of  the 
land  office,  tor  the  district  of  Laurence  county,  in 
the  Territory  of  Arkansas,"  was  read  the  third 
time  and  passed. 

QUESTION  OF  PRIVILEGE. 

Mr.  Kandolpb,  being  in  the  majorit^r  on  that 
qiuestion,  moved  the  House  now  to  reconsider  their  I 


vote  of  yesterday,  in  which  they  concurred  in  the 
first  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  which  was  to  strilce  out  tne  slavery  restriction. 

Mr.  Abcher,  of  Virginia,  seconded  the  motion. 

The  Speaker,  ha  vingascertained  the  fact,  stated 
to  the  House,  that  the  proceedings  of  the  House  on 
that  bill  yesterday,  had  been  communicated  to  the 
Senate^  by  the  Clerk,  and  that  the  bill  not  bein^  in 
possession  of  the  House,  the  motion  to  reconsider 
could  not  be  entertained. 

Whereupon,  Mr.  Randolph  submitted  the  Al- 
lowing resolution : 

Resolved,  That»  in  carrying  the  bill,  entitled  «An 
act  to  authorise  the  people  of  the  Territory  of  MiMoari 
to  form  a  constitution  and  State  government,  and  for 
the  admission  of  such  State  into  the  Union  on  an 
equal  footing  with  the  original  States,"  afler  a  member 
from  Virginia  had  given  notice  of  his  intention  to  move 
a  reconsideration  of  the  question  decided  last  evening, 
in  which  the  said  member,  viz.  Mr.  Randolph,  voted  in 
the  msjortty  on  one  of  the  amendments  of  the  Senate 
thereto,  the  Clefk  is  guilty  of  a  breach  of  the  privileges 
of  a  member  of  this  House  under  the  rules  thereof. 

And  the  question  being  put  whether  the  House 
would  now  consider  the  said  resolution;  it  was 
decided  in  the  negative — ^yeas  61,  nays  71. 

Mr.  Randolph  then  submitted  the  following  pro- 
position, which,  lies  on  the  table. 

"  That  so  much  of  the  thirty-seventh  rule  as  allows 
a  reconsideration  of  any  question  by  motion  of  any 
member  of  the  majority  on  such  question,  on  the  day 
succeeding  that  on  which  such  question  be  taken,  bo 
expunged." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gross,  of  New  York — 
Ordered,  That  when  the  House  adjourns,  it  will 
adjoum  to  meet  again  on  Monday  next. 

PETITION  OP  SWISS  EMIGRANTS. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  Conmiittee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
Charles  Henry  du  Pasquier,  and  others,  Swiss 
emigrants  in  tne  United  Suites ;  which  was  read« 
and  the  resolution  therein  contained  was  concurred 
in  by  the  House.    The  report  is  as  follows. 

The  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Charles  Henry  du  Pasquier 
and  others,  praying,  on  behalf  of  themselves  and  other 
Swiss  emigrants,  that  Congress  would  authorise  them 
to  purchase  a  tract  of  the  public  land,  lying  on  the 
west  side  of  the  Mississippi,  and  between  the  80th 
and  37th  degrees  of  north  latitude,  sufficient  for  the 
settlement  of  three  or  four  thousand  families  on  terms 
more  favorable  than  the  general  laws  would  permit, 
have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  report 
that  the  question  presented  to  the  consideration  of  the 
6ouse  involves  the  expediency  of  selling  the  public 
lands  to  foreigners  on  terms  more  indulgent  than  those 
which  regulate  the  sales  to  native  citizens.  This  com- 
mittee is  very  sensible,  that  the  mildness  of  our  Gov- 
ernment, iu  wise  and  wholesome  laws,  have  produced 
an  emigration,  which  has  gone  far  to  increase  the  col- 
lective ulenU  and  industry  of  the  country ;  some  of 
our  most  distinguished  dtixens,  as  well  as  most  indus- 
trious and  ingenious  mechanics,  are  among  those  who 
have  made  this  country  then'  own,  by  adopUon.  But 
it  is  thought,  that,  while  we  highly  appreciate  Uiese 
benefits,  we  should  not  change  the  operation  of  the 
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general  lawe  of  oar  eountiy  to  prodace  the  eflSsot.  80 
long  ai  the  freedom  of  ottr  initittttioDi  it  preaerved, 
and  wlioleaooie  laws  are  permitted  to  ha^e  their  ordi- 
nary effect,  the  indacemente  which  have  heretofore 
had  their  influence,  will  ttill  be  tofficientlj  atrong  to 
produce  the  desired  emigration.  It  cannot  be  con<« 
ceded  that  special  provisions,  exc4»pting  foreigners, 
howevet  meritorious,  from  the  operation  of  general 
laws,  and  giving  them  advantages  which  are  denied 
to  the  citizena,  can  be  founded  in  good  policj.  It  is 
a  peculiarity  eminently  honorable  to  our  country,  that 
the  native  of  Europe  possesses,  in  the  acquisition  of 
the  soil  here,  the  same  advantages  which  an  American 
citisen  does;  to  give  him  morc^  would  produce  a  dis- 
tinction* not  only  invidious^  but  most  unjust.  "When 
Uie  law  ia  now  equally  open  to  both,  it  would  be  a 
perverted  uee  of  charity  to  give  to  the  atranger  a  fs« 
eility  which,  we  deny  to  the  citizen.  x 

It  is  probable  that,  during  the  present  seaaion  of 
Congress,  the  mode  of  selling  the  public  landa  will 
be  so  far  altered  as  to  demand  a  cash  payment  of  each 
purehaaer.  Bvery  reason  which  could  influence  Con- 
gress  to  make  that  change,  would  forbid  thia  commit- 
tee from  proposing  to  sell  a  large  quantity  on  a  credit 
still  more  distant  than  the  present  laws  contemplate. 
If  the  public  interests  should  be  thought  to  require  a 
system  still  more  rigorous  than  the  one  which  now 

Srevaibi,  and  this  too  against  petitions  of  a  great  nam- 
er  of  your  citizens,  and  the  memorials  of  the  legisla- 
tures of  several  of  the  Southern  and  Western  States, 
it  would  indeed  be  an  assumption  of  high  responsi- 
bility on  the  part  of  this  committee  to  recommend,  in 
obedience  to  the  prayer  of  the  present  petitioners,  thst 
indulgence  to  them,  which  the  expected  bill  will  deny 
to  your  own  citizens^ 

The  establishment  of  a  comrnunity  of  foreigners 
within  our  country,  secluded  by  their  habits,  manners, 
and  language,  from  an  intimate  aseoeiation  with  the 
great  body  of  our  citiaens>  cannot  be  an  event  so  de- 
•irahle  as  to  justify  a  departure  from  the  general  law. 
An  unrestrained  interoourae  with  the  body  of  the 
American  yeomanry  aifi>rds  to  the  emigrant  the  best 
and  probably  the  only  means  of  aoquiring  an  intimate 
knowledge  of  our  laws  and  institutions;  a  knowledge 
which  is  not  only  necessary  to  give  to  him  the  full  en^ 
joyment  of  his  situation,  but  is  necessary  to  render 
him  a  valuable  and  safe  citizen  to  the  Commonwealth. 
It  is  believed  that,  if  a  large  settlement  was  formed, 
ezelusively  of  foreign  families,  to  most  of  whom,  our 
language  would  of  course  be  unknown,  many  years 
would  elapse  before  that  general  intercourse  would 
take  place,  beyond  the  boundaiiee  of  their  own  com- 
munity, which  would  be  essential  to  give  to  them  full 
poeaesaion  of  American  principles  and  character ;  and 
it  is  by  no  mea^s  certain  that  time  vrould  in  such 
cases  ever  have  the  effect  of  enlirely  destroying  their 
foreigii  i^haracter.  While,  then,  this  committee  re- 
joice in  eveiy  opportunity  of  communicating  the  bless* 
inge  of  their  country  to  their  European  brothers,  they 
belisEve  that  it  can  be  safely  done,  only  when  they  en- 
joy them  by  indiscriminate  association. 

'The  petitioners  have  (many  of  them)  been  hereto- 
foire  engaged  in  manufactures ;  and  they  rsly  for  much 
of  the  support,  which  th^  expect  to  receive^  upon  the 
steekof  manm&otiiring  skill  and  industry  which  they 
prottiee  to  introduce.  They  have  exhibited  before 
the  committee  some  beautafiil  and  very  satisfactory 
epecimene  of  their  ingenuity  and  skill,  particularly  in 
silk  and  oocton  goods,  s  Tonr  oommittaa  felt  the  foil 


forpe  of  this  sppeat,  and  very  frankly  state,  that,  if  any 
petition  of  a  similar  character  can  be  acceptable  to  the 
House,  this  deserves  to  be  so.  Without  reforring  to  the 
known  character  of  the  Swiss  peaaantry,  a  settlement 
in  the  State  of  Indiana,  of  -emigrants  from  Switzer- 
land, gives  strong  evidence  that  a  colony,  established 
under  the  auspices  of  the  present  petitioners,  would 
be  characterized  by  industry  and  unoffending  submis- 
sion to  the  laws.  They  resist  the  application,  how- 
ever, on  the  grounds  they  have  stated*  The  terms  of 
■ale  held  out  by  the  present  lawa  are  of  the  most  in- 
dulgent kind;  and  if  the  public  interest  should  even 
justify  a  relaxation  from  them,  it  is  confidently  be- 
lieved that  it  ahould  be  in  favor  of  American  citi* 
zens. 

In  answer  to  that  part  of  the  petition  which  declares 
that  one  of  the  principal  objects  is  ''the  domestic 
msnufacture  of  cotton,  wool,  flax,  and  silk,"  the  eom- 
mittee  wiH  only  aay,  that  it  may  well  be  eonsidersd, 
how  far  it  would  comport  with  aound  policy  to  give  a 
premium  for  the  introduction  of  manuuot«rers,  at  the 
moment  when,  by  the  almofi  unanimous  dedaratioa 
of  our  manulactnrers,  it  is  sidd  they  cannot  live  with- 
out further  protection* 

l^he  committee  therefore  recommend  to  the  House 
the  following,  resolution: 

Ruoived,  Thst  the  piayer  of  the  petitionara  ooght 
not  to  be  granted. 

RULES  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  LowNnBS,  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  amendment  offered  by  nim 
on  the  28th  ultimo  to  the  rules  of  the  House — the 
amendment  offered  thereto  by  Mr.  Rahdolpb, 
being  still  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Lowndes  advocated  hia  proposition,  and  op- 
posed the  amendment  offered  to  it,  at  considerable 
length. 

BAr.  PiNoaLL,  moved  to  refer  the  present  propo- 
sitions, together  with  his  motion  01  the  1st  ultimo 
concerning  stenographers,  die.,  to  the  Committee 
of  Elections,  to  consider  and  report  thereon.  This 
motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  Randolph  then  moved  the  indefinite  post- 
ponement of  the  whole  subject. 

On  this  motion  a  debate  of  nearly  three  hours 
continuance  took  place,  in  which  the  merits  of  the 
original  proposition  were  chi^y  discussed.  Mr. 
Randolph  spoke  an  hour  and  a  half  against  the 
proposition  as  submitted  by  IV&i  Lo  wm  Dsa.  1 1  was 
opposed  by  Mesara.  Johnson,  WAmnRLD,  and 
Msioe,  and  waa  advocated  by  the  mover,  and  by 
Messrs.  Wood,  Clarke,  and  Southard. 

The  question  on  the  postponement  was  nc^* 
tived^--v;eas  70,  nays  74. 

Mr.  Randolph  then,  willing  to  let  the  original 
motion  stand  or  fall  on  its  own  merits,  withdrew 
his  amendment. 

After  some  further  debate,  in  which  Messrs. 
Johnson  and  Brown  opposed  the  propoaition,  and 
Messrs.  Cook  and  Brush  advocated  it,  thequesticm 
was  stated  on  agreeing  to  the  motion,  in  die  fol- 
lowing words : 

<<  And  if  any  member  shall  not  confine  himaelf  to  the 
question  under  debate,  and  shall  be  called  to  order, 
if  tha  deoiaion  of  the  Speaker  of  the  Honee  upon  ap- 
peal, be  against  the  member  thus  deviating  firom  the 
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qoesttoD,  such  member  ihall  not  be,  at  that  time,  per- 
mitted to  proceed,  without  the  epecial  leave  of  the 
Hoaae.*" 

And  ic  was  decided  in  the  negaliye,  hj  yeas  and 
nays,  as  follows : 

YxAJ— Messre.  Adami,  Alien  of  New  York,  An- 
deisoD,  Baldwin,  Bloomficid,  Boden,  Brush,  Bafliim, 
CsropbeU,  Cannon,  Case.  Clark,  Cocke,  Cook,  Croweli, 
Culpeper,  Dsiiington,  Denaiion,  Dowitt,  Dicktneoo, 
Dovie,  Edwards  of  Connecdcat,  Firiger,  Fuller,  Gross 
of  Peoosylvania*  Hackley,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hen- 
dricks, Hill,  Hooks,  Kendall,  Kinsley,  Lathrop,  Linn, 
LiYermore,  ItoWndes,  Maclay,  McCreaiy,  Maltary, 
Mason,  Meech»  8.  Moore,  Monell,  OTerstreet,  Parker 
of  M assachosettsy  Pitcher,  Plumer,  Rhnkin,  Robertson, 
Bogen,  Seryeanty  Simkins,  Sloan,  Smith  of  New 
Jersey,  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Southard,  Stevens, 
Tompkin%  Upham,  Wallace,  Whitman,  and  Wood 
—63. 

Nats — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Archer  of  Mary- 
land, Archer  of  Virginia,  Barbour,  Bayly,  Brown, 
Biyan,  Bmrton,  Borwell,  Butter  of  New  Hampshire, 
Butier  of  Loaisiana,  Clagett,  Cobb,  Crafts,  Cushman, 
Cothbert,  Davidson,  Earle,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania, 
Edwards  of  Notth  Carotina,  Floyd,  Ford,  Porreat,  Ful- 
leitOQ,  Garikeit,  Gnyon,  Hall  of  Nortii  Carolina,  Har- 
d'm,  Hasard,  Hemphill,  Hihshman,  Heister,  Holmes, 
Hostetter.  Johnson,  Lincoln,  Lyman,  McCoy,  McLane 
of  Dels  were,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Maichand,  Mercer, 
MelcaiiC  S«  Moore,  Morton,  Murray*  Neale,  Nelson  of 
Massschnsett^  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Parker  of 
Virginia,  Patterson,  Phelpi,  Phiison,  Pindall,  Queries, 
Bandolph,  Heed,  Rhea,  Richards,  Richmond,  Ringgold, 
Ro«s,  Rnsa,  Sampson,  Settle,  Shaw,  SJocumb,  B« 
Smith  of  Viriginia,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Storrs, 
Strong  of  Vermont,  Strotber,  Swearingen,  Tarr,  Tay- 
ior,  Terrell,  Tomltnson,  Tracy,  Tucker  of  Virginia, 
Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Warfield,  Wendo- 
ver,  Williams  of  Yirginia,  and  Williami  of  North  Car- 
olina— 87. 


Monday,  March  6. 
Mr.  Rb£a,  from  the  Committee  on  Penaions 
and  Revolutiooaiy  Claims,  reix>rted  a  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  continuing  in  force  ^without  limit)  the  act 
to  protide  for  persons  disabled  by  known  wounds 
received  in  the  ReTolutionary  war.  The  bill  also 
contaiBB  a  provision  requiring  the  agents  for  pav- 
ing peosiooa  to  give  bond  in  $5^000  each,  for  tne 
faithfcl  performance,  of  the  duties  einoined  upon 
them.  It  was  proposed  that  this  bill  be  forthwith 
ordered  to  be  engroaeed  for  a  ihird  reading ;  but 
that  course  was  overruled,  and  the  bill  was  refer- 
red to  a  Conunittee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Surra,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  was  recommitted 
the  bill  in  addition  to  the  several  acts  for  the  es- 
tablij^meDt  and  regulation  of  the  Treasury,  War, 
and  iVavy  Departments,  reported  the  same,  with 
an  arnendment ;  which,  together  with  the  said  bill, 
was  <Smmitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Joseph  Bruce,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for 
his  relief;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Oommittee  of  the  Whole  to-monow. 


Mr.  WiLiliAits,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  enti- 
tled *'An  act  for  the  relief  of  Bowie  and  Kurtz, 
and  others,''  made  a  report  thereon,  recommending 
that  the  said  bill  be  postponed  indefinitely. — Laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Hooks,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  subject,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ann 
Mclntire,  widow  and  administratrix  of  Andrew 
Mclntire,  deceased;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Slocumb  submitted  a  resolution,  authorizing 
the  President  of  die  Senate  and  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  close  this  session  by 

adjournment  of  their  respective  Houses  on  the 

day  of next.     And,  at  the  instance  of  the 

mover,  the  said  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  tahle. 

Mr.  CocKB  submitted  for  consideration  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Reaohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Aflairs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reducing 
the  Nsval  Establishment  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  CocKB  made  a  few  remarks,  in  the  course  of 
which  he  stated  his  object  to  be  to  effect  a  reduc- 
tion of  expense,  by  a  reduction  in  the  number  of 
officers  of  the  Navy,  so  as  to  proportion  them  idore 
equally  to  the  number  of  vessels  in  commission. 
It  was  to  this  point  only  that  he  wished  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Naval  Committee. 

The  House  having  agreed  to  consider  the  mo- 
tion, by  a  vote  of  67  to  63,  it  was  then,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Lowndes,  with  the  consent  of  the  mover, 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  it  was  then 

ResUvedj  That  the  Seeretar^r  of  War  be  direct- 
ed to  report  to  this  House  copies  of  all  contracts 
which  nave  been  made  for  the  building  or  repair- 
ing fortifications,  arsenals,  or  magazines,  since  the 
year  1815 ;  and  also  that  ne  report  the  amount  of 
moneys  actually  paid,  to  whom,  and  when,  and 
whethe^  public  notice  was  actually  given  oi  said 
contracts,  and  what  surety  was  ^iyen.  in  what 
amount,  and  whether  the  surety  is  still  solvent ; 
and  whether  the  contracts  have  been  fiuthfuUy 
performed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McCoy,  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  prof  iding,  by  law.  for  the 
location  of  unsatisfied  warrants,  (issuea  to  the 
troops  of  the  Virginia  State  line,  for  services  dur- 
ing the  Revolutionary  war,)  on  some  of  the  unap- 
propriated lands  of4he  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rankin,  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pedienev  of  establishing  a  port  of  entry  at  the  mouth 
of  Pearl  river,  in  the  State  of  Mississippi. 

Mr.  Pindall  moved  that  the  House  do  now  pro- 
ceed to  consider  the  resolution  submitted  by  nim 
on  the  1st  of  February  last,  proposing  an  amend- 
ment to  the  rules  of  the  House^  in  relation  to  the 
admission  of  stenographers  within  the  HalL  And, 
on  the  question.  Will  the  House  now  proceed  to 
ooasider  the  said  resolution'?  it  was  determined  in 
the  negative.  ^ 
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Mr.  Bbush  mored  that  the  House  do  now  pro- 
ceed to  consider  th<  resolution  submitted  by  nim 
on  the  23d  ultimo,  proposing  an  incjuiry  into  the 
expediency  of  designating  and  marking  the  north- 
ern boundary  of  the  State  of  Ohio.  And,  on  the 
question,  Will  the  House  now  proceed  to  consider 
tne  said  resolution?  it  was  determined  in  the  neg- 
ative. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  in 
addition  to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  regulating  the 
Post  Office  Bstablishment,"  was  read,  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

NAVY  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States  for  the  current  year. 

On  this  bill  a  rather  mteresting  but  desultory  de- 
bate took  place,  which  empioy«l  the  time  of  the 
Committee  till  past  four  o'clock.  The  speakers 
were,  in  succession,  Messrs.  Smith,  of  Maryland, 
Johnson,  Storrb,  Clay,  Lowndes,  Thimble, 
Meigs,  Foot.  Silsbee,  Cobb,  and  Fuller. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  debate,  Mr.  Clat 
moved  that  *'  it  be  recommended  to  the  House  to 
recommit  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
the  bill  entitled,  &c.,  (the  appropriation  bill,) 
with  instructions  to  prepare  the  same  in  reference 
to  an  occasional,  instead  of  a  permanent  employ- 
ment of  the  squadron  in  the  Mediterranean." 

After  debate,  this  motion  was  negatived,  and  the 
Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bOl,  with  the  fol- 
lowing appropriations  therein,  viz : 

For  pay  and  sabsistence  of  the  officers,  and  pay  of 
the  Beamen,  $989,320. 

For  provisions  $415^187. 

For  medicines,  hospital  stores,  and  all  expenses  on 
account  of  the  sick,  inclading  the  marine  oorpe, 
136,000. 

For  repairs  of  vessels,  $484,000. 

For  contingent  expenses,  J^  140,000. 

For  improvement  of  navy  yards,  docks,  and  wharves, 

gay  ef  superintendents,  store-keepers,  clerks,  and  la- 
orera,  $100,000. 

For  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  marine  corps, 
$177,228. 

For  ck>lhing  the  same,  $27,205. 

For  miliUry  stores,  $1,000. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  same,  $20,000. 

And,  before  considering  the  same,  the  House 
adjourned. 


TuEsnAY,  March  7. 
Mr.  Silsbee,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairS)  who  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  suspending,  for  a  limited  time,  so  much 
of  the  standing  appropriation  of  $1,000,000  for  the 
increase  of  the  Navy  as  may  be  consistent  with  the 
public  service,  dec.,  made  a  report,  the  purport  of 
which  is,  that,  after  due  inquiry,  tney  believe  that 
true  economy  and  the  best  interests  of  the  nation 
are  opposed  to  a  suspension,  even  for  a  limited 
time,  of  any  portioQ  of  the  sum  annually  appropri- 
ated for  the  gradual  increase  of  the  Navy ;  and  tnat 
they  have  not  been  abb  to  ascertain  where  any 


essential  reduction  can  be  made  in  the  expenses  of 
the  Navy,  without  reducing  the  establiahroent 

The  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  enclosing  the  infor- 
mation required  by  the  resolution  of  ute  20th  of 
January  last,  of  the  amount  of  fines,  penalties,  and 
forfeitures,  imposed^  levied,  and  collected,  in  the 
District  ot  Columbia,  by  order  of  the  circuit  court 
of  the  United  States  for  said  District,  for  each 
year,  from  the  year  1801  to  1819 ;  which  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  another  let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmit- 
ting statements  showioff  the  state  of  tne  Bank  of 
the  United  States  on  the  25th  of  February,  1819, 
the  27th  of  May,  and  the  29th  of  November  last, 
made  in  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  2d  in- 
stant ;  which  was  also  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  on  the  petition  of  \Villiam 
Lawrence;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WoonsRiooa,  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inqmre  into 
the  expediency  of  making  provision  for  the  more 
convenient  execution  of  the  laws  within  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Michigan. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Allen,  of  New  York,  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  building  a  lighthouse 
at  or  near  the  mouth  of  Genesee  river,  on  Lake 
Ontario. 

Mr.  PiNOALL  moved  that  the  House  do  now  pro- 
ceed to  consider  the  resolution  submitted  by  nim 
on  the  1st  of  February  last,  proposing  an  amend- 
ment to  the  rules  ot  the  House  in  relation  to 
the  admission  of  stenographers  within  the  HaU. 
And,  on  the  question.  Will  the  House  now  proceed 
to  consider  the  said  resolution?  it  was  detennined 
in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Slocdmb  moved  that  the  House  do  now 
consider  the  joint  resolution  submitted  by  him  yes- 
terday, to  fix  a  day  for  the  tennination  of  the  pre- 
sent session  of  Congress.  And,  on  the  question, 
Will  the  House  proceed  to  consider  the  said  reso- 
lution? it  was  also  determined  in  the  nentiTe. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  Uie  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  ^e  bill  from  this 
House,  entitled  ''An  act  to  provide  for  taking  the 
fourth  census,  or  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes,*-  with 
amendments. 

The  have  also  passed  bills  of  the  following  ti- 
tles, viz: 

An  act  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
issue  letters  patent  to  Richard  Wilcox ;  An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Francis  B.  Lanjfuille;  and  An  act  for 
the  relief  of  John  Pellett ;  m  which  amendments 
and  bills  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

NAVY  Al^PROPRIATIONS. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  bill  makinff  the  annual  appropriations  for  ike 
support  of  the  Navy. 
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Mr.  Cobb  mored  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  with  instnictions 
so  to  amend  it,  as  to  reduce  the  appropriation  for 
every  branch  of  the  serrice  one-fonrth. 

This  motion  produced  a  debate,  in  the  course  of 
which  it  was  supported  by  the  morer,  and  Messrs. 
Warpi£ld  and  C^dlpeper,  and  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Smith,  of  Maryland,  Smith,  of  rforth  uarolina, 
Trihble,  Johnson,  Foot,  Holmes,  Wood,  and 

LOVNDES. 

Mr.  Johnson,  desirous  to  postpone  this  and  the 
other  appropriation  bills  until  the  amount  of  the 
deficit  m  the  Treasury  was  ascertained,  and  the 
deficit  supplied,  moTed  to  strike  out  the  proposed 
instruction  to  the  committee,  so  as  to  leare  the 
question  one  of  recommitment  merely.  This  mo- 
tion was  negattTed. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Cobb's 
motk)D,  and  neffaCived,  15  or  20  members  only 
rising  in  faror  ox  it. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  was 
then  agreed  to,  and  the  bill,  as  it  stands,  was  or* 
dered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 


Wednesday,  March  8. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Jeremiah  and 
Darid  Hunt,  and  Joseph  Forman,  made  a  report 
thereon^  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  of  Abijah  Hunt  and  William  Gordon  For- 
man ;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Cooraiittee  of  the  Whole. 

Bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  following  titles,  to 
wit :  1.  An  act  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  State 
to  tssne  letters  patent  to  Richard  Wilcox :  2.  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Francis  B.  Lanffuille;  and 
3.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Pdlett ;  were 
aererally  read  twice,  and  referred,  the  first  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to  which  is  committed 
the  biU  of  this  House  of  the  same  title,  and  the 
two  latter  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bkU,  eatitled  '^An  act  to  provide  for  taking  the 
fourth  census  or  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes,"  were 
read,  and  eoncurred  in  by  the  House. 

An  ea^rossed  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  makinff  ap- 
propriation for  the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the 
United  States  for  the  year  1820,"  was  read  the 
third  tiBie,  and  passed. 

MILITARY  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit-* 
tee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  the  Military  Establishment 
of  the  United  States;. 

fTo  the  same  Committee  was  to-day  referred 
the  bill  "respecting  the  Military  EstaUishment."] 

The  last  mentioned  bill  was  first  taken  up,  and, 
having  been  read — 

Mr.  Cannon  mored  to  strike  out  all  the  first 
section  of  the  bill  excepting  the  enacting  clause, 
and  in  lieu  thereof  to  insert  the  following : 

**That  the  HiliUry  Peace  Establishinent  of  the 
United  States  shall  consist  of  snch  proportions  of  artil* 


lery,  engineers,  infantry  and  riflenen»  as  the  President 
of  the  United  States  shall  judge  proper  to  retain  in 
service,  not  exceeding  in  the  whole,  including  officere , 
non-commiesioned  officere  and  privates)  Avt  thousand." 

Mr.  Cannon  said,  he  had  submitted  this  propo- 
sition to  the  consideration  of  the  Committee,  under 
the  presumption  that  we  would  continue  to  enjov 
the  relations  of  peace  and  tranquillity  with  aU 
nations  with  whom  we  had  any  kind  of  intercourse. 
This  he  had  presumed  from  the  silence  of  the 
Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  on  the  subject. 
He  himself  had,  as  yet,  seen  no  ])robability  of  this 
country's  being,  in  any  short  time,  inrolred  in 
war  with  any  nation,  although  he  had  not  in- 
quired of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  to 
know  what  information  they  had,  or  what  opin- 
ions they  might  entertain,  as  respected  the  relation 
of  this  country  with  any  forei^  Power.  He  said 
it  miyht  appear  a  little  astonuhing  to  the  people 
of  this  countrr  that,  notwithstanding  the  rast 
revenue  that  nad  been  brought  into  the  public 
Treasury,  from  yarious  sources,  since  the  termina- 
tion of  the  late  war,  to  find  that  we  are  unable  to 
meet  the  current  demands  against  the  Govern- 
ment ;  that  such  has  been  the  extravagance  of  our 
public  expenditures  on  this  Military  Establish- 
ment, as  well  as  others  equally  as  usdess  or  unne- 
cessary, that  there  now  seems  to  be  a  deficit  to  the 
amount  of  five  millions  of  dollars,  and  this  too 
during  a  time  when  we  are  enjoying  the  most  per- 
fect peace  and  boasted  prosperity.  This  seems  to 
be  admitted  by  all  to  be  the  situation  in  which  we 
are  now  placed.  We  must  borrow  money  or  issue 
Treasury  notes,  either  of  which  is  an  increase  of 
the  public  debt,  or  lay  taxes  on  the  people,  neither 
of  which  he  was  wiUing  to  do  to  keep  up  an  army 
that  was  wholly  unnecessary  during  a  time  (h 
peace. 

Sir  said  he,  this  state  of  things  is  what  1  have 
long  since  anticipated.  It  is  what  I  knew  must 
happen  in  consequence  of  the  course  of  policy  that 
has  Deen  pursued,  and  it  was  to  avoid  this  state  of 
things  that  he  had  advocated  the  reduction  of  the 
Army  to  five  thousand,  immediately  after  the  re- 
turn of  peace.  He  said  he  then  had  the  honor  of 
a  seat  in  the  House,  and  it  would  be  recollected 
by  all  those  who  were  also  members  at  the  time 
he  alluded  to,  that  the  reduction  was  then  carried 
in  the  House  of  Representative,  down  as  low  as 
the  number  he  now  proposed.  The  Senate,  how- 
ever, refused  to  reduce  it  lower  than  fifteen  thou* 
sand,  and  that  it  was  ultimately  settled  and  left  at 
ten  thousand,  by  way  of  what  is  called  a  compro- 
mise between  the  two  Houses.  He  said  he  had 
again  felt  it  is  his  duty  to  make  an  efibrt  to  reduce 
the  regular  Army  of  the  United  States  while  a 
membor  of  the  Fourteenth  Congress.  Indeed,  he 
had  idways  been  opposed  to  a  large  standing  army 
in  time  of  peace.  He  did  not  believe  the  regular 
Army  could  be  called  the  main  strength  of  the 
country,  at  any  time.  He  hoped  it  never  would 
be  thought  so  by  the  people  of  this  Government. 

Sir,  said  he,  I  cannot  beUeve  that  the  r«iuction 
of  the  Army,  m  time  of  peace,  is  diminishing  the 
snreoffth  of  the  Government;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
he  believed  it  would  increase  its  strength  and  in- 
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fure  its  permanency.  This  Gorennnent,  he  said, 
was  formed  by  the  people ;  it  was  made  for  the 
benefit  of  all^  and  not  a  few,  who  may  obtain 
offices  under  it ;  and  it  is  to  the  people  composing 
the  Government  that  you  are  to  look  in  time  of 
danger-4o  the  militia  of  the  States  and  of  the 
United  States;  and,  so  long  as  you  retain  this 
Gk)Teniment  in  its  oriffinal  purity,  just  so  long 
will  it  be  supported  and  defencted  by  the  people ; 
bat  whenever  you  abandon  these  principles  the 
people  will  abandon  you.  Sir,  you  never  can  look 
to  any  other  source  for  the  protection  and  defence 
of  this  Glovernment  You  have  looked  to  the 
people  heretofore  in  times  of  war,  or  difficulty,  and 
danger,  and  you  never  have  looked  to  them  in 
vain,  and  I  venture  nothing  when  I  say  you  never 
will  look  to  them  in  vain. 

He  said  he  would  not  inouire  into  the  capacity 
of  the  country  to  support  sncai  an  army  as  we  now 
had.  for  that  wa$  not  the  proper  inquiry  to  be 
mane.  He  said  the  proper  inquiry  on  this  subject 
was,  whether  or  not  such  an  army  was  necessaiy 
for  the  good  of  the  country  in  time  of  peace?  Nor 
would  he  inquire  what  was  to  oe  the  situation  of 
those  who  were  to  be  disbanded  from  the  service 
in  the  event  the  reduction  he  proposed  should  be 
made.  He  went  on  the  ground  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  retain  no  person  in  service,  in  any 
office,  that  was  entirely  unnecessary.  When  it 
became  necessary  the  Government  had  a  right  to 
call  into  its  service  any  individual,  indeed  «veij 
one,  and  none  should  be  retained  longer  than  their 
services  were  necessary.  Because  some  of  the 
officers  of  the  Army  would  be  left  out  of  the  pub- 
lic employment,  and  would  be  thrown  intoa  worse 
situation  than  they  now  eigoy,  is  not  an  aigument 
with  me  sufficient  to  retain  this  expensive  alid 
useless  establishment.  Had  this  reduction  been 
made  at  the  time  he  always  thought  it  ought  to 
have  been  made — on  the  return  of  peace — or  even 
afterwards,  when  he  himself  had  proposed  it,  we 
should  have  avoided  the  state  of  things  that  we 
are  now  compelled  to  meet-^the  resort  to  loans, 
Treasury  notes,  or  taxes ;  neither  of  which  he,  for 
one,  was  willing  to-  adopt  His  course  of  pol- 
icy, in  times  of  peace,  he  said,  was  to  retrench 
the  expenditures  until  he  brought  them  entirely 
within  the  means  of  the  revenue  of  the  country. 
This  he  would  do,  not  onlv  by  reducing  the  Army, 
but  there  were  other  establishment  also,  on  which 
he  would  retrench,  and  some  of  which  he  w6lild 
abolish.  He  alluded  to  the  Military  Academy  at 
West  Point,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  on  which 
the  Government  had  already  expended  millions  of 
money  for  the  benefit  of  a  few  fiivorites  of  the 
most  wtolthy  of  our  country. 

Mr.  Chairman,  we  all  know  that  an  individual, 
a  citizen,  a  planter,  or  farmer, -of  your  country, 
who  expends  largely  every  year  over  and  above 
the  amount  he  really  mAes,  is  in  the  broad  road 
to  ruin  and  bankruptcy)  and  so  it  is  with  a  gov- 
ernment. I  can  perceive  no  difference,  more  espe- 
cially during  a  time  of  peace  and  tranquillity, 
when,  instead  of  running  more  and  more  in  debt, 
as  we  have  done,  we  ought  to  be  endeavoring,  as 
speedily  as  possible,  to  pay  off  the  public  debts 


we  have  already  incurred  during  a  state  of  war. 
Bat,  Mr.  C.  «aid  while  he  entered  his  most  sol- 
emn protest  against  the  doctrine  of  standing  ar- 
mies, m  time  <h  peace,  he  would  also  beg  leave  to 
say,  that  he  had  enterteined  some-doubts  and  fears 
respecting  the  course  of  policy  we  were  pursuing 
in  regard  to  our  Navy.  He  liad,  he  said,  in  com- 
mon not  only  with  the  members  of  Congress,  but 
a^  with  the  pec^le  of  the  whole  Unit^  States, 
yielded  to  the  impulse  which  had  been  given  (and 
which,  he  believed,  was  yet  in  a  great  Segree  Mi) 
by  the  many  gallant  and  glorious  achievements 
which  had  htea  acquired  by  that  species  of  oar 
force  during  the  late  war.  So  great  was  its  influr 
ence  at  that  time,  that  he  believed  there  was  not  a 
single  individual  in  Congress,  and  he  knew  of 
none  anywhere  else  who  raised  their  voice  a^inst 
a  rapid  mcrease  of  the  Navy.  He  said  he  himsdf 
had  given  his  voice  most  cordially  in  £ivor  of  the 
measure  appropriating  eight  millions  to  the  in- 
crease of  toe  Navy,  to  be  applied  to  its  increase  at 
the  rate  of  one  million  each  year.  But,  since  then, 
he  had  often  been  led  to  doubt  the  policy  of  the 
course  that  he  himself,  as  weU  as  others,  had  pur- 
sued in  regard  to  our  Navy,  which  he  believed,  to 
a  certain  extent,  vrould  always  be  found  useful  to 
the  country. 

He  said  he  most  decidedly  concurred  with  the 
honorable  seatleman  firom  Geoivui,  (Mr.  Cobb,) 
in  some  of  the  views  he  took  while  speaking  on 
this  subject  yesterday ;  he  feared  we  were  increas- 
ing the  establishment  too  rapidly.  He  thought  it 
probably  would  have  been  better  in  the  end,  if  the 
application  of  this  eight -millions  to  the  increafle  of 
the  navy  had  been  more  graduaL  He  said  he  was 
not  now  opposed  to  the  amount  that  was  appro- 
priated ;  he  was  in  iavor  of  that  sum  at  that  time, 
and  was  yet ;  hut  he  thought,  if,  instead  of  apply- 
ing it  in  eight  vvars,  as  was  then  determined  on, 
itnad  been  ^plied  to  the  same  object  in  twelve  or 
sixteen  years,  it  would  have  been  better.  He  lather 
thought  that  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  a  year 
would  have  been  sufficient  to  keep  pace  with  the 
wealth  and  population  of  our  country.  But,  said 
he,  in  making  these  remarks,  I  must  not  be  undo^ 
stood  to  be  in  the  slightest  degree  opposed  to  this 
establishment,  or  to  its  increase  in  such  wmy  as  it 
commensurate  with  the  means  of  our  country. 
This  would  be  my  course  of  policy.  The  other 
course  which  we  have  all  been  pursmng,  is,  I  feaL 
to  result  in  the  most  fatal  consequences.  Its  rapid 
increase  will  soon  bring  it  lo  that  size  which  would 
make  it  burdensome  to  the  nation,  and  a  perma- 
hent  system  of  taxation  must  then  be  resorted  to 
in  order  to  support  it.  This,  he  bdieved^  wonld 
not  be  borne  by  the  people  very  cheerfully  m  times 
of  peace^  however  willing  they  are  to  oear  any 
burdens  m  time  of  war.  Nor,  sir,  said  he,  am  I 
prepared  to  say  that  the  people  of  the  United  States 
ought  to  submit  to  great  burdens  of  taxation  in 
times  of  peace,  to  keep  up  an  overgrown  and  ex- 
pensive establishment  of  any  kind  for  defence  in 
time  of  war.  He  thonght  the  people  of  the  United 
States  ought  to  look  to  themselves,  as  their  own 
defenders,  and  their  country's  defenders  too.  in 
time  of  war.  He  thought  that  any  course  of  policy 
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that  was  cftlcuiftted  to  draw  the  actentioci  of  the 
people  to  a  re^gular  standing  army  or  a  nary,  as  a 
force  to  be  entirely  relied  on  for  defence  in  time  of 
war,  was  a  dangerous  and  imsafe  policy,  contrary 
to  the  y&f  principles  of  our  ffoyemment,  and  ought 
nevec  to  be  attempted  to  be  held  oat  to  the  people. 
The  Goremment,  he  said,  was  formed  for  the 
benefit  of  the  people;  therefore,  its  preservation 
and  defence  must  rest  in  their  hands ;  and  while 
he  always  admitted  the  utility  of  a  navy,  and  even 
a  regular  army,  as  an  auxiliary  force,  he  never  had 
viewed  either,  or  both  combmed  together,  to  be 
soificient  to  be  considered  the  main  reliance  for 
defence. 

Sir,  said,  he^  my  course  of  policy,  as  regards-the 
renilar  army,  is  to  retain  in-  service  as  few  as  pos- 
sible during  a  state  of  peace.  Indeed,  I  believe  we 
could  do  vnthoQt  any  mncl^  better  than  we  could 
with  an  overgrown,  expensive  establishment  of 
this  kind,  notwithstanding  I  am  willing  to  retain 
as  moefa  of  the  army  as  is  necessary  to  occupy 
those  forts  and  {garrisons  or  fortifications,  where  our 
aims  and  munitions  of  war  ought  to  be  kept  and 
taken  care  of.  I  myself  am  induced  to  believe  that 
three  thousand,  properly  distributed  and  properly 
kept  employed,  would  oe  amply  sufficient  for  this, 
purpose.  But  I  am,  however,  willing  to  retain,  ^^e 
thousand,  in  order  to  conform  to  the  views  of  other 
gentlemen,  whose  experience  and  information  on 
vds  subjuet  is  much  greater  than  my  own ;  and  I 
believe  it  is  not  in  the  povrer  of  atiy  gentleman  to 
show  that  a  greater  number  than  five  thousand  is 
at  all  necessary  in  time  of  peace. 

Sir,  said  he,  I  cannot  give  in  to  the  doctrine  that 
we  must  keep  up  thb  regular  army  of  ten  thou- 
sand in  time  of  peaces  in  order  to  acquire  or  keep 
up  military  science.  I  think  it  would  be  bettn, 
and  a  m^h  more  correct  course  of  policy  for  us 
to  pursue,  if  we  imdertake  to^  teach  military  sci- 
ence, and  to  expend  this  enormous  amount  of 
money  for  that  object,  that  we  should^  expend  it 
amongst  the  militia  officers  of  the  United  States, 
where  the  science  they  might  acquire  at  public 
expense  woofd  be  difiiised  through  Ake  whole  mass 
of  the  people,  which  cannot  nor  will  not  be  the 
case  by  retaining  your  regular  army.  Heretofore 
the  Gknend  Government  has  paid  out  little  att^- 
tion  to  the  militia.  Indeed,  it  may  be  said  they 
have  been  almost  entirely  neglected :  no  moneys 
have  been  expended  to  teach  them  military  science, 
nor  will  it  he  done,  as  1  believe,  so  Itmg  as  this 
reg^olar  amy  is  lAade  the  peculiar  favorite  on 
-which  we  determine  to.expnid  so  much  of  the 
pnbiic  msmey. 

He  said  he. did  not  Hke  to  see  the  growth  of  a 
regular  army  fostered  and  cherished  by  his  country, 
in  the  manner  it  had  been.  He  referred  to  the  ex- 
tent of  that  army  in  the  year  1803,  and  compared 
it  with  what  it  is  at  this  time,  frotoi  which,  he  said, 
we  might  readily  estimate  its  growth  in  time  to 
come;  for,  said  ne;  we  may  ex])ect  often  to  be 
threatened  with  wars,  and  sometiihes  to  be  actu- 
ally involved  in  war  with  some  of  the  various  for- 
eign Powers  with  whom  we  have  intercourse ;  and, 
if  every  war  is  torleave  this  burden  on  us,  of  an 
increased  regular  army,-  to  be  supported  in  peace, 
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we  may  soon  expect  our  Government  to  leave  en* 
tirely  its  first  principles,  and  become  as  expensive 
and  oppressive  as  the  Governments  of  Europe; 
and,  rest  assured,  sir,  said  he,  that,  in  the  same  pro- 
portion that  you  increase  the  burdens  on  the  peo- 
ple,*even  though  you  may  do  it  under  the  pretence 
of  its  being  necessary  for  their  good,  or  tor  their 
salety,  in  the  same  degree  you  will  destroy  that 
zealous  attachment  and  devotion  to  the  Govern- 
ment which  has  been  so  eminently  displayed  in 
many  sections  of  the  United  States,  during  the 
late  contest  we  have  had  with  a  foreign  Power. 

I  lay  it  down  as  a  correct  principle,  that  that 
Government  which  secures  to  its  citizens  liberty 
and  independence  on  the  cheapest  terms  is  the  best, 
and  always  vrill  be  held  in  the  highest  estimation 
by  the  superior  intelligence  of  the  people  of  this 
country.  It  will  always  secure  to  itself  the  at- 
tachment of  the  people ;  and,  however  necessary 
government  has  been  found,  it  is  only  good  to  a 
certain  extent,  and  too  much  of  it  is  worse  than 


none. 


Sir,  said  he^  I  very  much  regret  to  see  so  mani- 
fest a  disposition  in  favor  of  a  regular  army.  It 
was  calculated,  he  feared  to  prevent  any  retrench- 
ment on  this  establishment,  also  to  prevent  any 
thing  being  done  to  give  arms  or  discipline  to  the 
militia,  on  which  force  he  would  always  rely  for 
the  preservation  of  our  Gkivemment.  He  dia  not 
wish  to  induce  the  people  of  the  United  States  to 
look  to  any  other  force  for  defence  or  protection ; 
he  wished  every  man  to  consider  himself  the  pro- 
tector and  defender  of  his  country ;  for  such,  he 
believed,  were  some  of  the  principles  on  which  our 
Government  had  been  formed,  and  such  were  the 
principles  he  wished  to  see  cherished  and  preserved. 

Mr.  Chairman,  said  he,  in  deciding  wnat  ought 
to  be  the  extent  of  the  resular  army  in  time  of 
peace,  I  will  not  look  at  an  to  a  state  of  war,  be- 
cause, in  such  a  state  of  affiiirs,  any  regular  army 
we  could  have  would  be  entirely  incompetent  to 
jthe  defence  of  the  country,  however  much  reliance 
might  be  placed  on  it.  1  am  unwilling  to  rely  on 
it  myself,  and  I  know  the  people  of  my  country 
are  unwilling  to  trust  their  liberty  to  any  force  of 
that  description.  They  think  it  much  saler  to  take ' 
the  weapons  of  war  into  their  own  hands,  when  it 
becomes  necessary^  and  become  their  own,  as  well 
as  their  country's  offenders. 

These,  sir,  said  he,  are  some  of  tKe  views  which 
I  entertain  on  this  subject;  and,  fully  aware  of 
every  feeling  that  would  alvrays  be  excited  on  a 
subject  of  its  kind  and  importance,  he  said  he  had 
felt  it  his  duty  to  submit  the  proposition  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House,  fully  impressed  with  the 
most  thorough  conviction  that  the  policy  and  in- 
terest of  our  country  requires  its  adoption. 

Mr*  Clat  avowed  himself  to  be  in  favor  of  re- 
ducing the  Army,  in  preference  to  resorting  to 
taxes,  loans,  or  to  an  invasion  of  the  Sinking 
Fund-,  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  Government — 
if,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Re- 
lations, the  attitude  of  the  country  should  not  be 
changed  to  that  of  war,  or  to  that  which  menace 
war.  Meanwhile,  he  was  disposed  not  to  act  on 
the  bill  now  before  the  Committee,  but  to  defer  it 
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for  tke  present,  for  the  purpoise  of  acting  on  the  |  second  resoloUOD,  requiring  of  the  SeeceUry  of 


military  ai>propriation  bill.  If,  after  the  report  of 
the  Coinmittee  on  Foreign  Rdations  should  be 
made,  it  should  be  thought  expedient  to  reduce  the 
Armv,  the  appropriations  would  shape  themselves 
to  waat  should  be  the  actual  force  and  condition 
of  the  Military  Establishment.  He  therefore  moved 
to  lay  this  bill  on  the  table,  with  a  view  to  take 
up  the  appropriation  bilL 

The  question  was  taken  on  this  motion  without 
debate,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  suppcwt 
pf  the  Military  Establishment,  for  the  current  year, 
was  then  taken  up. 

On  coming  to  the  appropriation  for  the  support 
of  the  Military  Acadamy  for  the  present  year. 

Mr.  Gammon  spoke  at  some  lei^h  a^painst  this 
appropriation,  on  the  ^und  of  nostility  to  the 
institution  itself ;  conceiving  that  the  money  levied 
by  taxes  on  the  neople,  and  on  the  poor  as  well  as 
the  rich,  could  be  better  employed  than  on  the 
gratuitous  instruction  of  a  privileged  class  of  youtL 

Mr.  Smrn,  of  Maryland,  remarked,  that  tbe 
arguments  of  the  ffentleman  would  well  apply  to 
a  proposition  to  aoolLsh  this  institution,  but  did 
not  apply  with  any  force  to  the  question  in  hand, 
whicn  was  not  the  establishment  of  the  Academy, 
but  the  appropriation  of  money  to  defray  expenses 
already  authorized  by  law. 

Mr.  Cannon  was  so  little  disposed  to  continue 
this  establishment,  that  he  was  willing  to  arrest, 
or  at  least  to  reduce,  the  aj^ropriaiion.  But,  in 
order  to  get  at  a  proposition  to  reduce  the  expense 
of  that  establishment,  or  to  abolish  it,  Mr.  C. 
moved  to  lay  this  bill  on  the  table. 

After  some  observation  from  Mr.  Stroth£R  in 
opposition  to  this  nootion,  the  question  .was  taken 
hereon,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Cannon  had  proposed  a  sum  less  than  that 
moved  by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  for  the  support  of  the  Military  Aeade- 
my.  So  that  two  questions  were  presented ;  the 
one  on  a  certain  sum  necessary  to  the  support  of 
the  academy  as  it  now  stands,  and  the  othe^on  a 
less  sum.  The  question  being  taken,  acoordii^ 
to  us^e,  on  the  largest  amount,  it  was  decided  in 
the  amrmative,  by  a  larve  majority. 

Mr.  Cannon  said,  he  had  entertained  some 
doubts  on  the  policy  of  keeping  up  this  institution 
at  the  public  expense ;  that,  in  answer  to  a  resolu- 
tion which  he  had  introduced  in  the  early  part  of 
the  session,  some  information  had  been  received 
from  the  War  Department,  from  which  he  had 
learnt  that  something  like  one  hundred  and  fifly 
thousand  dollars  was  necessary  for  this  institution 
the  present  year;  that  it  had  been  in  existence 
about  twenty  years,  during  the  whole  of  which  time 
it  had  been  supported  out  of  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  it  had  already  cost  us  some 
millions  of  money.  This  he  said,  had  led  him  to 
make  some  further  inquiry  about  this  expensive 
establishment,  which  he  had  heard  it  said  was  of 
so  much  public  utility ;  and,  in  order  to  ascertain 
more  precisely  the  whole  amomit  of  what  i(  had 
already  cost,  and  also  the  extent  of  public  good 
that  had  been  derived  from  it,  he  had  introduced  a 


War  that  information  whicn  he  thought  necessary 
to  enable  himf  to  form  a  mme  correct  opinion  re- 
specting the  benefits  that  had,  or  would  probably 
in  future,  accrue  to  this  nation,  by  conlinuing  to 
support  this,  institution.  But  hm,  lie  regretted  to 
have  to  say,  he  had  been  stopped  by  the  decisioa 
of  the  House,  which  had  rejected  the  resolution, 
and  thereby  prevented  any  further  information  be^ 
in^  obtained  on  the  subject.  Bat,  Mr.  Chairman, 
said  he,  I  recoUect  that  some  time  during  the  i4th 
Congress,  an  honorable  gendeman  fromLouiaiana 
(Mr.  RoBEaT0OM)  brooffht  before  this  House  a 
proposition,  the  object  of  which  was,  to  have  the 
orpnans  of  those  wlio  had  fallen  in  tbe  drfence  of 
their  country  during  the  late  war,  eduncated  at  this 
Military  Academy,  in  preference  to  any  oth&s.  I 
recollect  also  that  this  propositaoameC  nay  warmest 
approbation;  and  I  well  remember  the  lai]^ ma- 
jority by  which  it  was  at  the  same  time  rejected, 
and  the  ben^ts  still  jretaiaed  for  tke  wealthy  part 
of  the  community,  who,  I  have  no  doubt,  are  at 
this  time  esjoying  aknost  excluaiTely  the  neaefits 
and  advantages  S  this  institution*  nor,  air,  have 
I  yet  forgotten  that,  during  the  present  session,  a 
propositioa  was  rejected,  which  I  had  anfamitted 
to  me.  House,  to  obtain  some  further  support  and 

Cotection  to  the  orphans  and  widows  of  tooae  gal- 
at  men  who  have  fallen  in  deieiice  of  their 
country  during  the  late  war.  Thusy  sir,  vou 
have  turned  your  back  on  the  helplass  orphan 
of  your  country's  defender,  while  at  the  «ame 
time  you  are  voting  thousanda  for  the  educa- 
tion m  the  sons  of  me  most  wealthy  part  of  the 
community;  men  who  are  able  to  educate  their 
sons  anywhere,  without  the  assistance  of  Qovem- 
ment  Is  this  right,  I  ask  1  is  it  just  ?  is  it  not 
aristocracy,  of  the  rankest  order?  For' my  own 
part,  I  can  call  it  nothing  else.  He  said  he  had 
madle  some  calculation,  from  the  little  information 
he  was  allowed  to  obtain  on  this  sulyectyfrom  which 
it  would  appear  that  about  two  thousand  dollars  is 
bestowed  on  each  of  the  cadets,  who  are  admitted 
to  this  academy,  and  receive  an  education,  when 
yon  have  only  given  the  helpless  orphan  of  the 
patriot,  whose  lite  has  been  sacrificed  m  his  coun- 
try's defence  about  twenty  or  thirty  dollars  each, 
and  have  refused  to  give  more,  but  have  leA  them 
to  perish  in  infancy,  or  be  supported,  as  b  the 
case  in  many  instances  in  our  country,  by  the 
people  of  their  neighborhood.  Sir,  aaid  he,  what 
must  be  the  feelings  of  the  patriot,  wIioe«  blood 
has  flown  in  his  oountry's  cauae,  when  he  shall 
look  back  on  this  state  of  things  ?  Is  this  agree- 
able to  the  nrincifdes  on  which  this  Government 
was  founded  I  U  it  agreeafale  to  the  principles  on 
which  any  government  ought  ever  to  be  founded  ? 
I  think  not,  said  he ;  on  tW  contrary,  1  beliere  it 
is  the  duty  of  this  Government  to  extend  support 
to  the  orphan  of  the  country's  defender,  until  that 
oiphan  ^kall  be  able  to  provide  its  own  means  of 
support  He  had  thought  the  Grovemment  was 
for  the-weak,  and  not  the  strong,  as  seems  now  to 
be  the  case.  >  I  have  asked,  said  he,  in  vaia,  to 
know  what  benefits  have  been  derived  by  this  Gov- 
erunent  from  this  expensive  Military  Academy. 
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None  bave  been  able  to  point  them  oat.  If  yoa 
intend  to  teacb  miHtary  scieDce,  it  is  here  only 
confined  to  a  lew,  <*  a  privileged  order,"  in  our 
eovintry.  who  nerer  will,  nor  nerer  bare  dissemi- 
nated anr  of  that  science  amongst  the  general 
mass  c^  me  people ;  and  certainly  it  will  not  be 
pretended  in  this  country  that  we  are  to  confine 
the  military  science  to  such  narrow  limits ;  to  gire 
it  to  a  few  favorites,  at  the  pubiic  expense,  and  re- 
fuse it  CO  all  others. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  C,  I  belicTe  that  our  Government 
^been  pursntng  the  wrong  course  upon  this  sub- 
ject The  tmlitarv  science  that  has  been  taught 
«t  public  expense,  ne  said,  ought,  in  his  opinion, 
10  be  tfuight  to  the  oflloers  of  the  militia,  from 
whom  it  would  be  imparted  to  the  citizens  gener- 
ally, the  soldiers  on  whom  we  must  forever  de- 
pend. This,  be  said,  bad  never  vet  been  alttrapted, 
nor  did  he  beliere  it  ever  wonlu  be  attempted,  un- 
til this  sfUem  of  privileged  military  order,  and 
military  aristoera^y,  was  palled  down,  or  put  out 
of  existenee. 

Sir,  said  he,  when  yon  are  asked  a  pittance  to 
suppoTt  and  educate  a  helpless  inffant  orphan  of 
him  whose  bteod  has  crimsoned  your  fields  of  bat- 
de  in  defrace  of  his  country,  your  ears  ar6  deaf  to 
the  call,  aad  it  is  r^arded  with  tndiflerence !  But, 
sir,  when  diousaads  are  called  for,  for  this  Mili- 
taiy  Academy,  (for  the  benefit  of  the  wealthy,) 
joar  sensfbilides  are  awakened,  and  your  feelings 
are  alive  to  their  interests ;  and  numerous  advo- 
cates are  crowding  into  the  debate,  and  even  the 
emptiaess  of  your  Treasurv  is  not  an  obstacle. 
What,  sir!  does  this  look  like  the  principles  of 
justice  and  equality  7  he  thought  not.  He  said, 
he  did  not  intend  to  go  into  an  inquiry  about  the 
Diaoner  in  which  this  institution  had  been  con- 
ducted, Dor  any  irregularities  and  misconduct  that 
has  been  so  loudly  complained  of,  and  which  had 
loaded  cfQx  tables  with  such  a  mass  of  )iamphlets? 
nor  did  he  mean  to  make  any  reflection  on  any 
gentleman^*  who  had  heretofore^  or  might  here- 
afler,  obtain  the  education  of  his  son,  or  sons,  at 
this  Mflitary  Academy  at  the  puUic  expense  ?  nor 
did  be  mean  any  reflection  on  any  of  the  cadets, 
or  young  men  who  had  received  an  education 
there,  or  were  How  enjoying  its  benefits.  He 
choi^ht,  so  long  as  it  is  kept  up  at  the  expense  of 
the  dovcmment,  that  it  was  fair,  and  net  improper 
in  any  iadtviAial  to  enjoy  its  benefits  who  has  it 
in  h^  pew^  to  do  s^or  he  knew  very  well, 
that  it  was  out  of  the  power  of  the  poorest  pan 
of  the  people  of  our  country  to  obtain  any  portion 
of  its  benefits,  and  that  was  oneH)f  the  strong  ob- 
jections he  felt  to  this  institution.  It  was  sup- 
ported by  the  funds  of  the  nation>^rawn  from 
pablJe  lands,  and  various  other  sources  fVom  which 
we  derive  revenue — these  funds  as  mueh  belonged 
to  the  poor  as  to  the  rich^  But  when  placed  in 
this  Mrlitazy  Academy,  the  benefits  cannot,  have 
not,  nor  will  they  evei'  be  equally  shared  between 
them,  but  must  be  obtained  almost  exclusivdy  by 
the  rich,  who  are  entirely  competent  to  educate 
their  sons  without  this  public  assistance.  Sir. 
said  he,  if  this  institution  could  be  made  a  school 
for  the  education  of  the  orphans  of  our  country  of 


whom  be  had  spoken,  he  would  he  willing  to  sup- 
port it?  But,  instead  of  that,  it  is  a  system  fy 
which  the  noor  are  robbed,  in  order  to  add  to  the 
splendor  ot  the  rich.  He  had  no  doubt  some  of 
these  cadets  would  go  into  the  public  service  pro^ 
vided  you  make  officers  of  them ;  but  he  believed 
bu^  few  would,  under  any  (Circumstance,  serve 
their  country  as  soldiers.  And  keep  this  system 
up,  aad  it  leads  to  this,  that  the  whole  of  the  pro- 
fitaUe  or  desirable  appointments  of  our  Army  or 
Navy  are  to  be  taken  from  these  highJy  fbvored 
young  men,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  others,  no  mat- 
ter what  their  oualifications  may  be.  He  consid- 
ered such  establishments  of  aristocracy  dangerous 
to  the  liberties  of  the  people,  and  the  principles  of 
the  Qovemment  But  he  was  wdl  aware  of  the 
situation  any  member  of  this  House  stood  in,  that 
attempts  their  destruction.  He  was  aware  of  the 
growing  disposition  of  the  Qovemment  towards 
aristocracv,  and  was  anxious  to  check  it;  he 
thought'  tike  sooner,  the  better.  For,  said  he^  if 
you  retain  this  institution,  and  add  one  or  tWo 
more  of  a  similar  character,  it  will  be  in  vain  to 
attempt  to  arrest  the  course  of  our  Oovemmeot 
towaras  aristocracy.  It  will  become  so,  and  per- 
haps something  worse  will  follow. 

Sir,  said  he,  the  honorable  eentlenttn  who  h 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meansu 
(Mr.  SmtTH,  of  Marjdand)  who  reported  the  bill 
containing  this  appropriation,  obiects  to  theeoprse 
I  am  taking,  and  says  it  is  not  the  proper  way  to 
efi'ect  the  object  I  nave  in  view.  Indeed,  sir,  I 
fear  no  course  that  can  be  taken  hf  me  to  efiect 
my  object,  will  meet  the  approbation  of  that  gen- 
tleman ;  tor,  sir,  it  is  my  object  to  abolish  this 
Military  Academy  entirely,  to  prevent  its  being 
any  longer  kept  up  at  public  expense.  And  1 
had  supposed,  to  wimhold  the  appropriation,  would 
have  that  efiect,  and  in  the  event  the  House  de- 
termined to  refuse  the  appropriation,  he.  would 
then  take  the  6ther  steps  taat  would  be  necessary, 
after  such  decision  was  madb.  This,  he.  said,  was 
the  object  he  had  in  view,  and  he  had  made  the 
motion  to  strike  out  this  appropriation,  in  order  to 
ascertain  the  sense  of  the  House  on  the  subject. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  Committee  would 
now  make  the  decision. 

The  Committee  proceeded  to  the  other  items  of 
appropriation. 

The  item  of  831,000  for  bounties  and  premiums 
on  enhstmeats  of  recruits  to  fill  up  the  Army  com- 
iuff  up — 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  opposed  this 
item,  on  the  ground  that  there  was^ 
for  increasing  the  number 
their  present  actual  amount. 

Mr.  Sbiitr^  of  Maryland, 
priation  as  being  almost  a  matter  of  course, 
generally  on  the  ground  that  the  Army  ought  not 
to  be  recluced  at  all  f  but,  if  reduced,  that  it  ought 
to  be  by  a  direct  rote. 

Mr«  Trimble  declared  himself  in  favor  of  a 
reduction  of  the  Army,  but  in  a  practicable  way ; 
and  he  thought  that  to  attempt  it  in  this  way  would 
bnt  serve  to  weaken  the  efforts  which  should  here- 
after be  made  directly  to  effect  the  same  object 
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March,  1820. 


Mr.  S  LOCUM  B  was  opposed  to  this  appropriation  $ 
and.  by  WB.y  of  showing  how  eautious  the  House 
ougnt  to  be  in  making  its  appropriations,  said,  that 
it  appeared,  from  documents  laid  before  the  House, 
that  powder  and  lead  belonffing  to  the  Govern- 
ment  had  been  loaned  to  bankrupts  to  the  amount 
of  $^0,000 ;  the  repayment  of  which  the  House 
is  coolly  informed,  by  the  officer  having^  charge  of 
that  branch  of  the  service,  was  precarious ;  and, 
in  order  to  mend  the  matter,  that  $10,000  more 
had  been  advanced  in  money  to  the  same  persons. 

Mr.  Cobb  made  a  few  remarks  against  the  ap- 

Mr.  LivERMORE  delivered  his  sentiments  in  favor 
of  a  reduction  of  the  Array.  But,  he  said,  though 
many  were  in  favor  of  that  reduction,  there  were 
also  many  who  were  opposed  to  it ;  and  the  only 
way  in  which  the  former  could  secure  their  object, 
was  to  reduce  the  appropriation.  If  the  appropri- 
ations were  made,  the  ground  was  given  up.  nt 
was  of  opinion,  therefore,  that  the-  friends  of  the 
reduction  should  make  use  of  the  weapons  which 
lay  in  their  way.  He  thought  the  Army  too  large, 
and  uselessly  employed.  It  would  take  lonser  to 
collect  this  army,  which  was  scattered  about  liEe  the 
sheep  of  the  shepherd  among  many  hills — to  bring 
them  from  the  x  ellow  Stone,  and  the  remote  cor- 
ners of  the  earth — ^than  to  raise  up  a  new  army. 
He  also  complained  of  the  magnitude  of  the  Staff 
of  the  Army,  as  being  disproportionate  to  its 
numbers. 

Mr.  Baldwin  made  some  remarks  explanatory 
of  the  occasion  for  this  appropriation. 

Mr.  Foot,  with  a  view  to  present  directly  to  the 
House  the  question  of  authorizing  the  enlistment 
of  men  to  supply  vacancies  occurring  in  the  ranks, 
moved  to  strike  out  from  the  bill  all  that  relates  to 
approplriations  for  recruiting  expenses.  His  object 
was  not  to  defeat  that  appropriation,  but  to  post- 
pone it  until  the  proposition  for  the  reduction  of  Uie 
Army  should  be  decided  in  one  way  or  other,  that 
the  main  debate  might  not  incidentally  arise  on 
this  proposition. 

Mr.  Sim  KINS  said,  that,  although  the  bill  relat- 
ing to  the  Military  Establishment  had  been  post- 
poned, at  the  instance  of  the  Speaker,  to  await  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  on 
our  Spanish  affairs,  that  the  proposition  for  the 
reduction  of  the  army  might  come  up  and  be  met 
in  a  distinct  shape,  yet  we  find  that  the  question 
of  reducing  the  army  ia  discussed  in  almost  every 
clause  of  this  bill.  Indeed,  on  the  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  the  navy,  the  armv  was  still  the 
theme,  however  out  of  order  such  aaiacussion  had 
?  ^been.  I  shall  therefore  meet  some  of  the  argu- 
TT  ^  i  meift%  urged  by  th^  who  appear  to  be  unfriendly 
^^*"\,  tb  the  army,  and  show  some  reasons  why  it  should 
not  be  reduced. 

It  is  no  new  doctrine,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  econ- 
omy is  laudable  in  any  Government,  and  partic- 
ularly in  a  Republic — that  a  corruption  of  your  of- 
ficers first,  and  finally  a  demoralization  of  the  great 
body  of  the  people,  would  be  the  result  of  an  ex- 
travagant and  wasteful  expenditure  of  the  public 
money.  Hence,  it  is  proper,  on  any  advance  to- 
wards this  state  of  things,  to  retrench,  curtail,  and 


exact  to  the  last  cent :  ^ard  your  approfiriatioiis, 
and,  whoi  the  money  is  voted,  impoee  the  most 
rigid  responsibility  on  your  officers  for  its  disburse- 
ment. But,  remember,  when  you  do  this,  spare 
the  permanent  land  and  naval  defences  of  the 
country.  Touch  not  these,  which  are  the  saresc 
guarantee  for  your  wealth,  peace  and  safety. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  high  tone  for  economy,  and 
the  zealous  spirit  for  retrenchment,  now  pervading 
this  House,  most  forcibly  reminds  me  of  the  weak- 
est point  or  our  (Government  It  is  that  of  disturb- 
ing, weakening,  and  finally  destroying  the  valoa- 
ble  institutions  of  the  Republic,  under  the  specioua^ 
and  often  deceptive,  cry  of  economy,  on  the  tecur- 
rence  of  every  exigency  in  your  Treasury,  every 
embarrassment  in  your  fiscal  concerns. 

Hence  it  is,  that  when  you  emerge  from  a  war, 
(as  you  have  done  not  lon^  since,)  and  are  smart- 
ing under  the  wounds  inflicted  by  a  want  of  doc 
preparation  and  provident  defence^  yoa  vote  an 
mcrease  of  your  navy,  and  a  due  organization  of, 
and  improvement  in  your  army,  and  the  fortifica- 
tion of  all  our  exposed  points.  •  This  you  then  in- 
tend as  a  permanent  system,  to  be  increased  and 
perfected  with  your  increasing  numbers,  wealth, 
and  foreign  relations.  The  system  goes  on  well 
enough  whilst  you  have  a  lull  Treasury.  Indeed, 
sums  may  then  be  Toted  which  are  not  only  suffi- 
cient for  your  purposes,  but  which,  all  things  con- 
sidered, may  even  savor  of  extravagance.  But, 
sir,  fluctuations  in  prosperity  and  wealth  are  the 
lot  of  all  nations ;  and  now,  when  our  agriculture 
and  commerce  do  not  so  much  prosper,  and  the 
Treasury  is  not  so  full-^when  borrowing  or  taxes 
may  be  the  consequences,  we  become  alarmed ; 
economy  and  retrenchment  take  so  deep  a  hold 
on  our  fedings,  and  the  tide  becomes  so  strons  and 
overwhelming,  that  nothing  ean  resist -it.  Your 
navy,  your  army,  your  fortifications,  and  other 
means  of  permanent  defence,  are  likely  to  be  swept 
away.  And  I  do  very  much  question,  Mr.  Chaii^ 
man,  whether,  in  five  or  ten  vears,  you  will  have 
a  vestige  of  your  army  left,  snould  your  Treasory 
present  the  aspect  which  to  many  now  seems  so 
appalling.  This,  I  say,  emphatically,  is  the  weak- 
est point  of  your  Qovernment.  In  proportion  as 
you  are  distant  from  war^  you  gradually  lose  si|^ht 
of  its  terrors  and  desolation ;  you  slide  into  a  de- 
fenceless state,  preaching  up  the  odium  against 
standing  armies,  against  large  expenditures,  the 
terrors  of  taxing  the  people,  and  all  the  other  fright- 
ful pictures  which  maxe  us  quake  for  our  pop- 
ularity. 

But  is  this  true  economy  9  It  is  with  pain  I 
feel  compelled  to  resort  to  scenes  so  -recent  as  the 
late  war,  and  which  should  be  strong  in  the  mind 
of  every  meoiber.  I  am  no  adept  at  calculation, 
but  I  do  believe  that  the  interest  of  the  money 
spent,  (to  say  nothing  of  the  lives  sacrificed,)  for 
the  first  two  years  of  our  last  struggle,  by  reason 
of  a  want  of  due  defence  and  preparation,  would 
support  your  army  in  its  present  extent.  Still  the 
doctrine  is,  reduce^  knock  aown  the  itrmy,  because  we 
are  too  poor  to  support  it,  and  try  the  experiment 
again. 

Mr.  Chairman,  you  know  it  is  hard,  if  not  tm- 
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possiUe,  to  lay  taxes  and  prepare  for  war,  when 
yon  are  in  a  defenceless  state.  Your  taxes  render 
you  so  unpopular  before  jrou  declare  war,  that  you 
cannot,  or  dare  not,  do  it.  Is  it  not  then  best, 
cheapest,  most  wise,  to  keep  as  well  prepared  for 
such  an  event  as  possible  ?  Is  it  not  wisest  to  ap- 
preciate Che  ntaxiin  of  the  Father  of  his  Couotnr, 
that  the  most  certain  and  ^ectual  way  of  aroia- 
ing  war  is  to  prepare  for  it  in  time  of  peace. 

what  is  our  situation  in  regard  to  foreign  Pow- 
ers? Are  ^onr  rdations  with  Spain  certain,  set- 
ded,  or  paofic  ?  Are  you  sure  of  maintaining  any 
thing  like  a  durable  peace  with  your  great  rival 
in  commerce,  trade,  and  naval  supremacy?  Have 
yoQ  not  been  told,  from  the  most  unquestionable 
authority,  that  that  nation  is  building  iarse  num- 
bers of  new  ships,  on  improved  plans,  for  Uie  very 
purpose  of  meeting  yours?  Do  you  not  know 
that  she  is  increasing  her  munitions  of  war,  and 
improving  her  military  strength?  Can  you  be 
insensible  that  every  movement  of  yours  is  watch- 
ed; that  your  fortifications,  your  whole  coast,  and 
the  state  of  your  army,  are  regularly  made  known  to 
her ;  and,  above  all,  do  you  not  know  that  she  will 
strike  you  when  you  are  weakest,  most  embarrass- 
ed, and  most  off  yqor  guard?  Can  you  be  insen- 
sible that  the  reduction  of  your  army,  and  other 
means^of  defence,  invites  the  blow  ? 

Thestateof  our  Treasury,  I  well  know,  demands 
economy,  and  I  am  ready  as  any  one  to  pursue  it 
But  is  it  really  so  lamentably  so  beggarljr,  as  to 
lead  us  to  jeopardize  the  valuable  institutions  of 
your  country  ?  Your  Treasurer  reports  a  defici- 
oicy  of  five  millions ;  and  is  this  so  alarming  as 
gentlemen  represent?  It  is  said  tiie  Sinking  Fund 
cannot  be  tooched.  I  would  not  meddle  with  it 
if  any  Iveach  of  the  public  faith  is  to  be  the  con- 
sequence. This,  however,  is  not  demonstrated  by 
any  reasoning  'which  I  have  heard.  You  cannot, 
previously  to  the  year  1834,  use  it  to  purchase  in 
the  public  debt,  unless  your  stock  is  under  par ;  an 
event  altotfether  improbable,  unless  a  war  inter- 
venes. Wiil  you  then  let  it  be  idle  in  your  Treas- 
ury, inthout  yi^ding  a  cent  of  interest,  till  it  aoeu- 
muiaies  to  f^2,t)00,000  ?  I  cannot  see  the  indis- 
pensaUe  policy  of  this  course. 

If,  then,  you  appropriate  the  balance  of  that 
fund  for  thb  year — for.  let  it  be  rememblsred  that 
a  part  of  it  Ins  already  oeen  used,  however  sacred — 
it  win  amount  to  about    -       -       .    91,600,000 

Modify  your  pension  law,  which 
will  give  yoQ  at  least       ...       I,d00,000 

And  appropriate  the  sum  repwted 

a'  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
eaas,  which  makes  a  savins  from 
the  annual  estimate  of  the  War  De- 
partmat,  of  about  .       .        -        .       2,600,000 

And  you  have  -  -  -  -  $5,700^000 
But,  suppose  this  not  to  be  correct,  and  nothing 
whatever  saved  by  this  means^  will  you  weaken 
and  destroy  the  permanent  defence  of  your  coun- 
try, rather  than  borrow  money  or  lay  taxes  ?  Sir, 
i  am  not  so  alarmed  at  the  responsibility  of  taxa- 
tion as  some  gentlemen  from  almost  all  sides  of 
^  Hooac.     I  would  lay  taxes  rather  than  encoun- 


ter a  greater  evil.  Neither  do  I  believe  the  state 
of  the  country  so  distressing  and  impoverished  as 
gentlemen  have  represented.  We  have,  to  be  sure, 
with  all  other  nations,  our  fluctuations  from  a 
greater  to  a  less  degree  of  prosperity.  But  who 
can  with  truth  say,  that  this  nation  is  poor?  It 
b  admitted  that  in  many  parts  of  the  country  the 
times  are  a  little  hard ;  the  pressure  greater  than 
usual;  but  is  this  a  reason  for  abolishing  the  great 
national  system  of  defence  settled  four  or  five  years 
ago,  afWr  the  most  mature  deliberation,  upon  the 
most  perfect  information  and  estimates,  and  guided 
by  the  wisest  counsels— -the  counsels  of  age  and 
dear-bought  experience  ? 

But,  gentlemen  say^  standing  armies  are  dan- 
gerous ;  rely  on  the  militia.  Can  a  single  gentle- 
man in  this  House  believe  that  ten  mOlions  of  en- 
lightened freemen  are  endangered  bv  an  army  of 
ten  thousand  men,  divided  at  etc^hty-nve  posts,  and 
spread  over  a  space  of  several  tnousand  miles?  I 
will  not  discuss  the  proposition. 

And  can  gentlemen  be  more  correct  when*  they 
speak  of  relying  on  the  militia,  in  the  first  onset 
of  a  war,  and  before  they  have  had  time  for  dis- 
cipline or  camp  duty  ?  Every  body  must  know 
the  disorsanized,  unregulated  state  of  the  great 
body  of  the  militia  in  the  Middle  and  ^utkem 
States.  Congress  is  charged  by  the  Constitution 
with  the  defence  and  protection  of  the  country. 
They  have  utterly  failed  to  establish  any  uniform 
system,  so  as  to  render  the  militia  really  efficient ; 
so  as  to  do  away  the  necessity  of  regular  troops ; 
and  yet  they  are  for  reducing  and  destroying  the 
Army. 

We  are,  however,  told,  that  it  is  not  intended  to 
destroy  the  Arm)r.  only  to  reduce  it  Sir,  by  re- 
ducing it,  you  will  destroy  it.  You  destroy  its 
permanency  and  respectability,  by  making  it  un- 
certain how  long  you  will  keep  it  up ;  by  discuss- 
in|^  the  propriety  of  its  existence  every  session  of 
this  bodv ;  oy  rendering  the  tenure  by  which  offi- 
cers hold  their  offices,  utterly  uncertain.  Who 
will  spend  a  laborious  life  in  eainin^  military 
knowledge  ?  Who  will  |;i ve  up  domestic  ease  and 
happiness  ?  Who  will  lorsake  lucrative  employ- 
ments, to  drill,  disciplihe,  and  perfect  your  army, 
for  oflnces,  the  very  existence  or  which  is  jeopard- 
ized every  year? 

It  has  been  intimated,  that  your  soldiers  have 
nothing  to  do  but  sit  in  garrisons  and  rub  bright 
their  muskets.  Sir,  this  is  not  the  fact.  The  camp  of 
your  anny  will  not  be  a  seat  of  idle&ess  and  cor- 
ruption, it  it  is  properly  organized  and  judiciously 
attended  to ;  and  is  it  not  true,  that  your  soldiers 
are  already  employed  in  constructing^  valuable 
roads ;  in  raising  provisions  for  their  support,  by 
which  they  are  not  onljr  preserved  from  idleness 
and  dissipation,  but  their  own  pecuniary  emolu- 
ment advanced  ?  Has  not  an  entirely  new  and 
valuable  system  been  introduced,  and  in  a.most 
gratifying  progress  of  execution  ? 

Sir,  your  Army  in  1817,  cost  -  5,133,094 
In  1818  -  -  -  -  3,613,803 
In  1819        ....       3;344,616 

And  in  1820,  if  the  appropriations  reported  by 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  are  voted,  its 
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cost  will  be  reduced  several  hundred  thousand 
dollars. 

From  the  most  accurate  estimate  which  cau 
now  be  made,  the  expenses  for  1621  and  1822  will 
still  be  diminished.  Will  you  then  destroy  your 
army  rather  than  touch  five  millions  of  your  sink> 
ing  tiind,  which  will  probably  lie  idle  ? 

V^ill  you  hazard  its  existence  rather  than  modify 
your  enormous  pension  list,  by  which  the  reward 
given  to  your  really  meritorious  Revolutionary 
soldiers  will  still  not  be  taken  away ;  and  many 
abuses  corrected  ? 

Rather  than  even  borrow  money  or  lay  taxes — 
events  not  conceived  to  be  necessary — 

Will  you  impair  its  natural  energy  because  it 
costs  you  less  and  less  every  year  ? 
«       Because  your  soldiers  are  eiii{doyed  in  improving 
your  military  frontier,  advancms  their  own  pecu- 
niary interest,  and  saving  themselves  from  idleness 

and  ruin  ? 

Because  your  numbers,  wealtl^  extent  of  coun- 
try, and  number  of  posts  rendered  necessary  for 
protection,  are  continually  increasing  ? 

Because  the  state  of  your  militia  is  so  efficient 

and  flattering? 

Because  there  already  exists  too  much  military 
skill  and  science  ?  And,  above  all,  will  you  reduce 
and  weaken  your  army  because  you  have  no  for- 
eign enemies,  no  political  and  commercial  rivab, 
wno  vre.  watching  your  military  movements,  and 
who  will  strike  you  at  your  weakest  and  most  un- 
wary moment  ? 

Sv,  I  see  a  strong  disposition  to  reduce,  and  to 
gauge  your  national  defence,  by  the  supposed 
strength  of  your  Treasury.  I  have  raised  my  voice 
against  such  a  course  oi  policy,  not  only  as  most 
extravagant  in  the  end,  but  as  ruinous  and  de- 
structive of  the  best  interest  of  the  country ;  be  the 
result  what  it  may,  I  shall  be  consoled  by  having 
done  my  duty. 

Mr.  Rhea  said  a  few  words  in  defence  of  the 
militia,  as  compared  with  the  tef^ilar  force. 

Mr.  SiMKiNB  disclaimed  any  mtention  to  depre- 
ciate the  militia. 

Mr.  Clay  said  a  few  words  expressive  of  his  hope 
that  this  bill  would  be  permitted  to  take  iu  course. 
These  broken  e£forte,  he  said,  of  the  friends  of  a 
reduction  of  the  Army,  would  have  the  effect  to 
weaken  their  strength.  For  himself,  he  could  not 
vote  to  reduce  a  man  of  the  Army  in  the  present 

Eosture  of  our  affairs.  Even  if  the  Army  were  to 
e  reduced,  he  did  not  know  that  he  should  vote 
against  this  item  of  appropriation,  as  it  might  yet 
be  necessary  to  have  such  an  appropriation,  let  the 
force  of  the  Army  be  greater  or  Less.  .  In  relation 
to  all  expenditures  already  authorized  by  law,  he 
thought  the  House  should  go  on  and  make  the  ap- 
propriations. In  relation  to  the  items  of  appro- 
priation not  previously  authorized  by  law,  such  as 
that  for  fortifications,  4tc.,  the  House  was  at  full 
liberty  to  use  a  discretion. 

Mr.  Cannon  said  he  could  not  yield  to  the  sug- 
gestions of  the  honorable  Speaker,  (Mr.  Clay,) 
who  seemed  to  think  he  was  not  pursuing  the  best 
course  to  efibct  his  object ;  but  who.  he  said,  he 
was  glad  to  find,  was  abo  m  fevor  of  retrenching 


the  expenditures  of  the  Oovemment ;  fiir,  he  said, 
he  had  no  fears  of  '^wasting  our  strength.''  He 
said  he  knew  that  some  objections  would  be  found 
by  some  of  the  advocates  of  retrenchment  to  any 
course  that  would  probably  be  proposed ;  but,  for 
his  own  part,  he  thought  the  course  he  was  pur- 
suing was  such  as  the  situation  of  the  country  re- 
quired, and  vraa,  indeed,  the  only  one  that  could 
effect  the  object  that  they  had  in  view.  He  said  he 
had  lisieaed  with  some  detpree  of  attentiaa  to  the 
arguments  of  several  genttemen  who  had  spoken 
in  favor  of  this  appropriation  for  the  itcraitin^ 
service  the  present  year,  faat|  he  said  they  had  aO 
iailen  very  nr  short  of  convmoinff  him  that  it  was 
really  necessary,  in  theae  times  of  prolbvnd  peace 
and  tranquillity,  to  appropriate  this -large  sum  of 

f  21, 000  for  the  recraiting  service  the  present  year, 
ir,  said  he,  the  gendemen  must  first  show  that 
these  reeruits  are  necessary  for  the  good  and  safety 
<^  the  country  before  I  can  yield  my  asaent  to  the 
measore.  This,  he  said,  the^  had  not  undertaken 
to  show,  nor  did  he  believe  it  possible  for  the  ad- 
vocates of  a  standing  army  to  do  so,  notwithstand- 
ing the  ingenuitv  they  possessed  and  had  shown 
in  this  deMte.  He  said  they  had  not  shown  that 
the  present  number  in  the  Army  was  neeessaiy  in 
time  of  peace;  and  he  thou^t  it  would  puzzle 
them  a  good  deal  to  show  that  a  Military  £stab' 
lishment,  to  the  amount  he  had  proposed  to  reduce 
it  to,  f five  thousand,)  was  indispensably  necessa- 
rv  to  this  Government  in  time  of  peace ;  and  he 
thought,  on  the  subject  of  a  stending  amy,  no 
more  should  ever  be  kept  up,  in  time  of  pence,  than 
was  indiiyensable  to  the  security  of  the  public  arras 
and  munitions  of  war,  or  to  take  care  of  the  pub- 
lic property  of  this  kind.  Sir,  said  he,  the  koiior- 
ahle  mitlnnan  who  is  chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  (Mr.  Smitb,  of  Maryland,) 
had  contended  that  this  appropriation  was  neces- 
sary to  keep  the  Army  fuU.  in  order  to  supply  all 
the  forts  and  garrisons  in  tne  United  States  with 
men.  He  said  he  knew  that  we  had  a  great  many 
forts  and  ^rrisons,  and  he  knew,  also,  that  it  would 
not  be  difficult  for  the  President  and  Secretary  of 
War  to  increase  them  to  double  the  number  vre 
now  have,  and  to  continue  increasing  them,  until 
a  regular  standing  array  of  twenty  thousand  would 
be  necessary  to  supply  these  forts  and  garriscKis 
with  men ;  and  it  would  dien  be  contended  that 
all  this  was  necessary  for  the  good  and  safety  of 
the  country.  But,  sir,  said  he,  I  do  not  believe  that 
it  is  necessary,  in  time  of  profound  peace,  to  keep 
up  more  than  one-half  of  the  forts  and  garrisons 
we  now  have.  They  had  been  necessary,  he  had 
no  doubt,  in  time  of  war,  but  thought  it  ooold  not 
be  shown  that  they  were  all  necessary  now  ;  al- 
though he  was  willing  to  admit  that  we  ought  to 
keep  ^  up  some  of  them,  where  it  would  be  conve- 
nient and  proper  to  keep  our  arms  and  other  muni- 
tions of  war,  with  a  snfilcient  number  of  men  in 
each  to  take  good  care  of  those  arms  and  other 
public  property.  This,  he  thought,  wns  all  that 
could  be  said  to  be  really  indispensably  necessary 
to  be  kept  up  and  retained  in  service  dwing  a  state 
of  peace ;  and,  said  he,  we  must  suppose  that  we 
are  in  no  imoMdiate  danger  of  being  involTed  in 
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war  with  any  nation  oo  earth,  when  we  look  at  the 
documents  which  have  been  drawn  from  the  War 
DeparUnent  on  the  subject  of  the  vast  loans  of 
ammunition  that  have  been  made,  (whether  by 
authority,  or  not,  he  did  not  know.)  But  we  are 
told  that  the  offiicers  of  our  Qovemment,  the  agenu 
of  the  War  Department,  have  loaned  an  enormoos 
amount  (A  our  powder  and  lead,  and,  also,  that  the 
Government  will  lose  many  thousands  of  dollars 
by  this  novel  transaction :  that  sueh  has  been  the 
anxiety  of  oar  officers  of  €k)vemment  to  get  rid 
of  this  part  of  our  munitions  of  war,  that  they 
have  loaned  to  persons  (to  speculate  on)  that  are 
unable  to  pay  it  again,  and  probably  never  will  be 
able.  This  conduct,  he  said,  did  not  warn  us  that 
we  were  about  to  be  involved  in  war,  nor  that 
there  was  .the  least  probability  of  such  a  state  of 
things  taking  place. 

But,  sir,  sua  he,  I  have  risen,  in  part,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  noticing  some  of  the  remarks  of  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Simkins.)    That 
gnitiemaa  seems  to  entertain  creat  fiiars  that  ;the 
spirit  for  economy  and  retrencnment  will  destroy 
the  "  valuable  institutions  of  our  Repubtie."    Sir, 
said  Mr.  C,  my  iears  are  of  a  difierent  kind  to 
those  which  have  been  expressed  by  that  gentle- 
raan.    I  fear  the  destruction  of  the  principles  of 
our  Government  by  its  course  of  extravagance  and 
folly.    Ete  is  alarmed  with  fears  of  the  <kstructioD 
of  the  Army ;  I  am  alarms  to  see  its  nourishment 
and  growth.    But,  sir,  could  I  believe  that  the 
alety  of  our  countrv  depended  on  this  regular 
army,  or  that  it  really  was  what  the  gentlemaa 
seems  to  believe  it  to  be,  the  "  permanent  defence'' 
of  our  ootmtry,  I  might,  indeed,  be  also  in  favor 
of  retaining  and.  increasing  it    But,  sir,  I  have 
been  taught  to  believe  differently ;  my  political 
opinions  liave  bsen  ^drawn  from  entirely  a  differ- 
ent source  from  that  of  the  honorable  gentlemaa. 
Indeed,  he  said,  he  felt  astonished  to  hear  such 
doctrines  advanced  by  that  gentleman — ^the  doc- 
trine of  large  standing  armies  in  time  of  peace 
was  abhorrent  to  his  most  deliberate  judgment, 
and  it  was  the  first  time  he  had  heard  such  >opin- 
ions  advaneed  on  that  floor,  and  he  hoped  such 
opinions  never  would  be  entertained  by  a  majority 
of  the  House.    Sir.  said  he,  I  had  always  thought 
that  the  people  of  this  country,  the  militia,  was  the 
most  safe  and  permanent  defence.    I  always  un- 
derstood this  to  be  the  aoc trine  of  him  who  has 
been  called  the  Father  of  his  Country.    It  is  the 
doctrine  of  the  Constitution,  and,  therefore,  is  my 
doctrine. 

Sir,  I  shoald  entertain  no  such  fears  as  the  een- 
tleman  fVom  South  Carolina  does,  even  should  no 
vestige  of  a  standing  army  be  lef\.  I  know,  sir, 
that  the  people,  the  citizens  of  our  Qovernment, 
will  def(Hid  It,  will  preserve  it,  as  long  as  we  pre- 
serve them  from  the  pressure  of  unnecessary  taxes 
and  burdens.  But,  to  support  and  maintain  large 
standing  armies  in  time  of  peace,  is  not  my  wav 
to  prepare  for  war.  I  would  tsrke  a  more  safe 
course,  and  cme  more  <iongenial  to  the  principles 
of  our  Giovemment;  to  arm  and  discipline  our 
citizens,  for  L  am  unwilling  to  trust  the  safety  and 
preservation  of  my  €k)Ver|iment  with  any  regular 


army  that  can  be  supported ;  b<it  he  said  he  would 
not  repeat  more  of  the  opinions  and  doctrines  he 
bad  before  advanced  on  this  subject:  the  increase 
of  the  regular  army  in  time  of  peace  is  diminish- 
ing the  strength  of  the  nation,  instead  of  adding 
to  its  safety.    But,  said  he,  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  (Mr.  Simkins)  has  spoken  of  the 
inefficiency  of  the  militia  in  the  middle  and 
Southern,  or  Western  States.    Sir,  said  he,  while 
I  admit  tnat  Congress  has  heretofore,  in  my  opin- 
ion, failed  or  negated  to  do  its  duty  towards  the 
militia,  I  must  say  that  I  believe  this  will  con- 
tinue to  be  the  case  as  Ions  as  we  keep  up  and 
rely  on  a  standing  army.    It  has  been  made  thd 
fhTorite,  while  the  other  species  of  force  has  been, 
and  no  doubt  will  continue  to  be,  neglected.    I  at 
the  same  time  most  decidedly  diner  with  the  gen- 
tleman in  the  opinion  he  entertains  of  the  ineffi- 
ciency of  the  militia  of  the  Southern  and  Western 
States.    In  cases  of  sudden  emergency,  or  any 
other  cases  where  they  have  been  required  to  act 
durioff  the  late  war,  sir,  said  he,  the  reverse  is 
found  to  be  the  fact.    It  has  proved  to  be  the  most 
prompt  and  efficient  force  in  many  instan<^e8. 
Look,  said  he,  for  a  moment  at  what  took  place 
in  the  State  he  had  the  honor  in  part  to  represent. 
On  the  news  of  the  massacre  at  Fort  Mims,  during 
the  late  war,  being  received  and  made  known 
throi^h  the  medium  of  the  newspa^s,  to  the 
people,  the  citizens  eqv(ip{)ed  and  furni^ed  them- 
selves, formed  and  oi^nized  themselves  into  vol- 
unCeet  companies  of  mounted  riflemen  throughout 
the  various  sections  of  the  State,  without  imy 
orders  or  request  from  the  Governor  or  the  com- 
manding Qeneral.    Fourteen  companies  volunta- 
rily precipitated  themselves  into  the  enemy's  coush 
try,  with  a  determination  to  inflict  chastisement 
on  these  savages  for  their  horrid  deeds;  they  were 
followed  by  the  commaudiog  Qeneral,  with  other 
volunteer  and  militia  forces,  called  out,  with  whom 
tiMy  co-operated,  and,  notwithstanding  the  regulai; 
troops  that  were  stationed  in  the  same  country 
where  these  troops  went  from,  many  battles  were 
fought  and  complete  victorr  obtained,  before  the 
regular  forces  of  the  United  States  could  reach  the 
field  of  action. 

Sir,  said  he,  there  are  many  other  instavcfs 
where  their  superiority  has  been  shown.  New 
Orleans  eould  bear  testimony  of  another,  sufficient 
to  show  the  correctness  of  my  opinions.  It  is  the 
feelings  of  men  or  armies  that  makes  them  en- 
counter difficulties  and  dangers,  and  it  is  the 
attachment  of  the  people  to  the  Qovernment,  will 
make  them  always  defend  it.  Sir,  said  he,  I  wiH 
not  adopt  the  doctrine  that  you  must  retain  these 
officers  of  the  regular  army  in  service  in  time  of 
peace,  because  you  may  want  them  in  time  of 
war.  In  time  of  war,  all  are  subject  to  be  called 
to  the  defence  of  the  country :  every  citizen  has 
to  leave  his  home  and  every  tning  near  and  dear 
to  him;  he  has  the  greatest  sacrifice  to  make,. and 
I  cannot  presume  that  these  officers  possess  so 
much  less  patriotism,  as  to  suppose  they  would 
refuse  again  to  enter  your  service,  whenever  the 
situation  of  the  country  required  it. 

Sir,  said  he,  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
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lina  has  made  ao  allusion  to  the  dread  of  laying 
taxes,  which  he  supposes  to  be  felt  by  the  advo- 
cates of  retrenchment.  This  he  thought  scarcely 
worthy  of  a  reply ;  for  his  own  part,  he  did  not 
feel  it  to  be  necessary,  as  the  course  he  had  pur- 
sued while  a  member  of  the  House  during  the  late 
war,  would  show  that  he  did  not  fear  to  encounter 
that  responsibility,  whenever  the  situation  of  our 
country  might  require  it.  He  said  he  did  not  be- 
lieve tne  situation  of  our  country  at  this  time  to 
be  such  as  to  require  layiog  taxes,  but  he  thought 
it  did  require  retrenchment,  so  as  to  reduce  our 
expenditures  to  the  amount  of  our  revenue  at 
ieast,  and  he  would  prefer  being  a  little  under  that 
amount,  than  to  permit  them  to  remain  so  far  be- 
yond the  extent  of  our  present  resources  as  they 
were.  This,  he  said,  was  the  course  he  had  de- 
termined to  pursue,  and  he  should  persist  in  it 
until  he  could  be  convinced  of  his  error ;  he  would 
oppose  every  appropriation  which  he  believed  to 
be  unnecessary,  or  subversive  of  the  true  interest 
and  prosperity  of  his  country. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  also  again 
apoke  to  the  same  effect  as  Mr.  C.  at  some  lei^g;th, 
and  concluded  by  a  motion  that  the  Committee 
rise,  with  the  express  view  of  laying  this  bill  on 
the  table,  in  order  to  take  up  the  proposition  to 
reduce  the  Army. 

The  question  on  this  motion  was  decided  in  the 
negative,  by  no  large  majority. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Foot's  motion  was  then 
decided  in  the  negative  b}[  a  decided  majority; 
and  the  item  of  appropriation  for  bounties,  d&c., 
for  the  recruiting  service,  was  agr^d  to. 

The  other  appropriations  in  the  bill  were  then 
agreed  to,  untu  the  House  came  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  fortifications ;  for  which  object  tne  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  propose  the  sum  of 
eight  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  SBfrTB,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  fill  the 
blank  with  the  sum  or  ei|B[ht  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  being  the  sum  wmch  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  had  thought  it  proper  to  recom- 
mend. A  larger  sum  had  been  estimated  to  be 
necessary  by  the  War  Department,  but  the  Com- 
mittee had  thought  this  would  be  sufiScient,  par- 
ticularly after  deducting  the  sum  estimated  for 
the  fortification  at  Dauphin  Island,  the  prosecu- 
tion of  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  was  not  important.  Mr.  S. 
entered  into  a  variety  of  statements  of  the  esti- 
mated cost  of  the  various  fortifications  now  erect- 
ing, and  of  the  contracts  already  made,  to  show 
that  this  sum  was  necessary,  ana  would  be  suffi- 
cient. 

Mr.  Baldwin  was  desirous  of  knowing,  if  the 
appropriation  was  limited  to  the  sum  of  eight 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  what  was  to  be  done 
with  the  contracts  which  had  been  made,  and 
under  which  a  larger  sum  would  be  necessary. 
Unless  it  could  be  shown,  that  contracts  made  by 
the  Executive  are  not  binding  on  the  Govern- 
ment, he  should  be  in  favor  or  filling  the  blank 
with  the  sum  estimated  by  the  proper  authority  to 
be  necessary.  To  bring  tnis  question  fairly  before 
the  House,  he  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  that 


sum,  viz.:  one  million  five  himdred  and  twenty 
thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  Clay  did  not  concur,  he  said,  in  the  idea 
that  any  contract  made  by  an  oflicer  ctf  the.  Gov- 
ernment was  binding  on  Congress.  If  contracts 
were  made,  for  example,  for  the  erection  of  forti- 
fications where  they  were  not  wanted,  was  the 
Government  bound  to  execute  the  work?  Cer- 
tainly not.  They  might  take  back  the  contract, 
paying  the  other  par^  all  damages  and  cost  he 
may  £aLve  sustained  by  the  annulment  of  the  con- 
tract. So  far  from  enlaff[ing  the  appropriation, 
he  would  rather  diminish  it.  The  better  way,  he 
thought,  would  be  to  fill  up  the  blank  with  four  or 
five  hundred  thousand  dollars;  if,  in  the  course  of 
the  session,  the  state  of  the  Treasury,  or  the  as- 
pect of  the  times,  should  justify  the  appropriatiMi 
of  a  larger  sum,  a  supplemental  appropriation 
might  be  made.  The  contractors,  he  said,  sen- 
tlemen  misht  rely  on  it,  would  not  throw  up  their 
contracts  oecause  a  less  amount  was  allowed  to 
be  expended  within  a  giren  period.  They  would 
be  content  with  half  a  million  of  dollars.  Let  us, 
said  Mr.  C.^  hold  on  to  the  purse-strinss  until  we 
get  further  into  the  session,  and  aee  what  is  to  be 
done  in  respect  to  the  ways  and  means. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  said  that  he, 
for  one,  did  not  acknowledge  the  rignt  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive officers  to  make  contracts  which  would 
anticipate  the  revenue,  and  paral3rze  the  operations 
of  the  Grovernment.  They  had  a  right,  he  ad- 
mitted, to  make  contracts  under  appropriations 
actually  made  by  Congress,  but  to  no  greater 
amounL 

A  motion  was  made  for  the  Committee  to  rise, 
(about  four  o'clock,)  and  agreed  to. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Prbsident  op  the  United  States  : 

To  the  Houee  of  Repruentativet  of  the  United  Siatei  .- 
I  transmit  to  CoDgrett  a  report  from  the  8ecretaiy 
of  the  Treasory,  which,  with  accompanying  docu- 
ments, will  show  that  the  act  of  the  SOth  of  May» 
181S,  respecting  the  noithem  and  we»tem  boandazies 
of  the  State  of  Ohio,  has  been  executed. 

JAMBS  MONROE. 
.  WASBiveToir,  Murek  8,  1880. 

The  Message  and  accompanying' documentswere 
laid  on  the  table. 


Tbubsoat,  March  9. 

The  Speaker  communicated  to  the  House  a 
letter  from  the  Grovemor  of  the  State  of  Ohio, 
enclosing  an  act  passed  by  the  General  Assembly 
of  that  State,  entitled  '*An  act  respecting  a  nan- 

SiUe  communication  between  Lake  Erie  and  the 
hio ;"  and  a  resolution  passed  by  the  said  Gene- 
ral Assembly,  asking  a  donation  oL  grant,  or  right 
of  pre-emption  in  the  purchase  of,  certain  lands, 
agreeably  to  the  provision  of  the  said  act ;  as,  also, 
for  the  rieht  of  pre-emption  to  purchase  rwelvc 
sections  of  land,  for  the  purpose  of  estaWshing 
seats  of  justice  thereon  for  new  counties  whkS 
have  been  formed ;  which  letter,  with  the  said  act 
and  resolution,  was  referred  Xq  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals. 
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Mi.  SiLSBBB,  from  the  Committee  o&  Naval 
Afiairs,  to  whom  was  refened,  on  the  18th  ultimo, 
the  petition  of  sundry  fishermen  of  Gloucester,  in 
the  State  of  Massachusetts,  reported  a  bill  to 
amend  the  second  section  of  the  act,  entitled  ^An 
act  more  eflfeetoally  to  provide  for  the  national 
defence,  by  establishing  an  uniform  militia  through- 
out the  United  States;"  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Ooinmittee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  RAHXttf,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
re/erred  the  petition  of  James  Wilkinson,  made  a 
report  thereon,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  General  James  Wilkinson;  which  bill  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Foot,  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  were  instructed  to  examine  and  report 
to  this  House,  whether,  in  their  opinion,  cents,  or 
copper  coins,  are  by  law  made  a  tendtTj  and  whe- 
ther the  existing  laws  regulating  the  coins  of  the 
United  States  require  amendments. 

Mr.  STaoNo,  of  Vermont,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table :  • 

Ruohid,  That  tlie  Prettdent  of  the  United  Slates 
be  leqneirtcd  to  lay  before  this  House  such  iofimna- 
tioo  as  he  m^  think  proper  relating  to  the  progrew, 
proceedings,  and  final  accpmpUshment,  of  the  Com- 
misnooers  appointed  agreeably  to  the  4th,  6th,  6tb, 
7th,  and  8th  articles  of  the  Treaty  of  Gheot,  in  aa- 
ccrtaioing  aiid  aettling  the  boundary  line  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain,  in  conformity  to  the 
Kcond  article  of  the  treaty  of  1783,  aod  whether  it  ia 
iscertaioed  that  the  fortification  at  Ronse'a  Point,  (so 
cilied,]  OD  Li^e  Cham  plain,  near  the  45th  degree  of 
north  latitode,  is  within  the  boundary  limits  of  the 
Goreroment  of  C^reat  Britain,  and  what  faaa  been  the 
amoaflt  of  the  expenditure  in  erecting  aaid  fortifica- 
tioo;  and,  ako,  to  girt  such  Airther  information  aa  he 
maj  think  proper  as  to  the  whole  amount  of  the  ex- 
proditure  abeadj  aecnied  to  the  United  States,  in 
eanying  into  elibet  said  tieatiee,  subsequent  to  the 
appoiatment  of  aaid  commiaaioners,  indnding  their 
aaniiil  aaliries  or  perquisites. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

PSBSUEHT  OF  THE  UnITED  StATES  : 

To  ike  speaker  of  the  House  of  BepreeenioHvea  .- 

I  tranamit  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  pur- 
saaoee  of  dken*  resolution  of  the  22d  of  last'  month,  a 
report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  the  papers 
containing  the  information  requested  by  that  reaolo* 
tion.  JAMES  MONROE. 

WiaaneTov,  March  8,  18S0. 
To  the  Prttideni  of  the  United  States  : 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  baa  been  referred 
the  resolotion  of  the  House  of  RepreaentatiTea  of  the 
38d  Qjtjmo,  requesting  the  President  to  impart  to  that 
Hoose  any  communications  touching  the  Florida 
Treaty,  which  hare  not  heretofore  been  communicated, 
and  the  coromunication  of  which,  in  hia  opinion,  maj 
not  be  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  the  United  States, 
baa  tbe  honor  of  aubmitting  to  the  Preaident  the 
papen  oontaming  the  information  in  possession  of 
this  Depaitment  requested  by  the  reaolution. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

BiPABTMBirr  OF  8tats»  Mtireh  7, 18S0. 


The  documents  accompanying  this  report  were 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  FiNOALL  mored  again,  (having  on  several 
previous  davs  made  the  same  motion  unsuccess- 
fully) that  the  House  do  now  proceed  to^ronsider 
the  resolution  submitted  by  him  on  the  18th  ulti- 
mo, proposing  an  amendment  to  the  rules  of  the 
House  in  relation  to  the  duties  of  stenographers, 
admitted  within  the  House ;  and  the  motion  was 
nefintived. 

The  resolution  lying  on  the  table  to  authorize 
the  publication  of  part  of  the  Secret  Journal  of 
Congress,  under  the  Articles  of  Confederatbn, 
and  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  select 
committee,  being  read,  were  concurred  in  by  the 
House,  and  the  resolution,  as  amended,  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

RELATIONS  WITH  SPAIN. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreiga 
Afiairs,  made  a  report  upon  the  state  of  the  roa- 
tions  between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  ac- 
companied by  a  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  take  possession  of  East  and 
West  Florida,  and  establisn  a  temporary  govern- 
ment therein;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union.    The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  committee  to  whom  has  been  reforrod  so  mueh 
of  the  President's  Message,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  session*  as  rahites  to  foreign  affiurs,  respectfully 
report-^ 

That  thttr  attention  was  directed,  immediately  upon 
their  appointment,  to  the  state  of  the  relations  of  the 
United  States  with  Spain,  and  that  their  delay  in 
making  a  report  upon  them  must  be  attributed  to  their 
wish  *'  to  am>rd  an  opportunity  for  such  friendly  eoas- 
munications,  during  the  present  session  ^of  Congress/' 
as  the  Government  of  Spain  had  authoriied  us  to  ex- 
pect.* They  thought  it  better  that  Congieaa  ahould 
postpone  ita  determination  until  eventa  might  enable 
It  to  make  that  determination  definitive,  than  that  it 
should  pass  a  contingent  act  for  authorizing  measures 
which  it  was  not  proposed  immediately  to  execute ; 
that  it  should  found  its  determination  upon  relations 
aseertaiDed  to  exist,  than  upon  a  calculation  of  events 
which  might  be  expected  to  occur  during  its  sitting. 

But  more  than  a  year  has  passed  since  the  signa- 
ture of  the  treaty  by  which  it  was  proposed  to  termi- 
nate the  long  difierences  between  the  United  States 
and  Spain.  More  than  six  months  since,  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  new  Minister  from  Spain,  who  was 
••  forthwith"  to  make  known  to  the  United  States  the 
intentions  of  his  GoTernment,  and  we  have  advanced 
so  &r  in  the  session  as  to  make  it  necessary  to  pro- 
pose, without  further  delayi  any  measure  on  which  it 
IS  expected  that  Congreaa  aball  act  before  ita  adjourn- 
ment 

The  committee  will  not  attempt  to  add  any  thing  to 
the  expoaition  of  the  righta  of  the  United  States  and 
the  oMigations  of  Spain,  which  is  contained  in  the 
correspondence  between  the  two  Govemmenta.  W^e 
can  hardly  expect,  from  continued  negotiation,  the 
redress  which  has  been  claimed  for  twenty  years,  and 
promised  for  eighteen— which  has  been  a  aecond  time 
promised,  and  a  aeeond  time  withheld.  In 'such  a 
negotiation,  the  signature  of  a  treaty  seems  to  be  a 
mere  incident,  and  not  its  term. 
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For  the  spoliationt  which  hftve  been  oommilted 
upon  the  property  of  oar  citizene,  for  the  isveeioii  of 
our  Boil,  for  the  weaknees  or  pertiality  which  has 
made  a  Spanieh  territory  the  place  of  rendezvoiM  and 
encampment  of  an  enemy,  and  which  has  ettll  mere 
lately  permitted  the  Indian  inhabitants  of  diat.terri- 
tory,  (whom  Spain  waa  bound  by  treaty  to  restrain,) 
to  engage  in  savage  hoatilities  against  us ;  for  all  these 
acts  of  war,  a  people  less  attached  to  peace,  would 
seek  redress  only  by  war.  To  capture  and  confiscate 
the  ships  and  property  of  the  wrongdoer,  would  be 
admitted  to  be  a  policy  of  mildness  and  forbearance. 
But,  by  such  reprisals,  the  Government  that  does  the 
wrong  Bttllers  leiss  than  the  anoffending  subject.  It 
seems  a  more  just  reprisal  to  occupy  the  province 
which  has  been  made  an  iostrament  of  injury,  which 
has  been  designated  by  Spain  herself  as  the  fand  for 
our  indemnity,  and  whose  occupation  by  the  United 
States  will  stop  the  accumulation  of  those  elaims  for 
compensation  and  redress,  which  the  misgovernment 
of  that  neglected  colony  continually  produoea.  The 
committee  submit  to  Uie  House  »  bill  to  authorize  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  take  poaseasion  of 
East  and  West  Florida,  and  establish  a  temfwrary 
government  therein. 

There  appears  too  much  reason  to  believe,  from  the 
mistake  of  the  Spanish  negotiator,  as  to  the  dates  of 
the  Spanish  grants,  which  it  was  intended  to  annuls 
if  the  projected  treaty  bad  been  ratified,  that  the 
Crown  lands  in  Florida  may  be  insufficient  to  provide 
the  expected  indemnity  for  our  bsaee.  But  these 
may  be  applied,  as  far  as  th^  wiH  go,  to  the  com- 
pensation of  onr  citizens,  and  for  the  ezeeae  of  our 
claim,  Spain,  by  whose  act  the  domain  of  Florida  has 
been  rendered  inadequate^  must  expect  us  to  look 
westward.  Perhaps,  when  our  attention  is  thus 
forced  to  a  direction  more  interesting  to  Spain,  her 
Government  may  at  last  admit  that  it  is  ae  much  her 
interest  as  ours,  that  the  just  elaims  of  the  United 
States  should  be  provided  for  by  friendly  convention, 
and  we  may  hope  thet  the  next  treaty  between  the 
two  nations  may  be  executed  as  well  as  signed. 

The  following  is  the  bill  accompanying  the 
report : 

*  Be  it  enaeUdy  4rc,  That  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  re* 
quired  to  take  possession  of,  and  oooopy,  the  teivite* 
ries  of  East  and  West  Florida,  and  the  ippenda^as 
and  appurtenances  thereof;  and  he  is  heseby  author- 
ized, for  that  purpose,  to- employ  any  park  of  .the  Army 
and  Navy  of  the  United  States,  and  the  militia  of 
any  State,  which  he  may  deem  necessary. 

Sxc.  2.  And  be  it  enacted,  That,  until  the  end  of 
the  next  session  of  Cengressy  unless  provision  for  the 
temporary  government  of  tte  said  territories  be  soon- 
er made  by  Congress,  all  the  military,  civil,  and  judi- 
cial powers  exercised  by  the  officers  of  the  existing 
government  of  the  same  territories,  shall  be  vested 
in  such  person  and  persons,  and  shall  be  exercised  in 
such  manner,  as  the  President  of  the  United  States 
shall  direct,  for  maintaining  the  inhabitants  of  said 
territories  in  the  free  enjoyment  of  their  liberty,  prop- 
erty, and  religion ;  and  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
relative  to  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  and  the  im- 
portation of  persons  of  color,. shall  be  extended  to  the 
aeid  territories;  and  the  President  of  the  United 
States  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized,  witliin 
the  term  aforesaid,  to  establish  such  districts  for  the 
collection  of  the  revenue,  and  during  the  recess  (Mf 


Ooogieas  to  appoint  such  offieers,  whoee  oomnianon 
shall  expife  at  the  end  of  the  next  easeiott  of  Con- 
gress, to  enforee  the  said  laws,  as  lo  him  ahaU  aeem 
expedient. 

Szc  3.  And  be  it  enacted.  That  the  sum  of  — — 
dollars  is  hereby  appropriated,  for  the  purpose  of  car- 
rying this  act  into  efiiectt  to  be  paid  ont  of  rntny  money 
in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  mod  to  be 
applied  under  the  direction  of  the  Preaident  of  the 
TJnited  States. 

MIUTART  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  House  ugam  resolred  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  apfproprintiDg  moneys 
for  the  support  of  the  Military  EstaUishment  for 
the  vear  1820. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  took  a  historical  rkw 
of  the  legislation  of  Caostess  on  the  subject  of 
fortifications,  to  show  un&r  vhat  authority  the 
fixecutiTe  had  heretofore  proceeded  in  the  erection 
of  fortifications.  In  1794  a  law  had  passed  authw^ 
ising  the  fortifying,  from  time  to  time,  of  certain 
points  therein  mentioned.  In  1798  the  President 
was  authorized  to  erect  fortifications  in  any  other 
place  that  the  public  safetr  might  fequire.  Jo 
1808  the  President  was  further  authorized  by  law 
to  complete  the  maritime  fortifications,  dbc  No 
other  positiTe  statate  existed  oo  the  sobjeet,  but 
the  President  of  the  United  Stales,  under  his  gen- 
eral powers,  had  caused  fortifications  to  be  erected 
at  certain  points,  and  Congress  had  sanctioned  it 
by  successive  appropriations.  With  respect  to 
the  later  fortifications,  under  a  resolution  of  Con- 
gress, the  maritime  coast  had  beeu  surveyed  with 
a  view  to  its  complete  fortification — the  report  of 
the  enfi^ineers  was  laid  before  Congress,  with  a 
plan  01  fortifications,  indicating  those  now  con- 
tracted for,  and  stating  the  sum  which,  under  this 
view,  would  be  necessary  for  the  current  year. 
The  sum  was  appropriated  by  Congress,  who  thus 
sanctioned  the  proposition ;  and  the  fizeeutive 
had  in  pursuance  of  this  intimation  of  the  dispo- 
sition of  Congres^  diiected  the  works  to  voceed. 

Mr.  BuTLsa,  ot  Louisiana,  spoke  in  mvor  of 
the  largest  sum  proposed,  to  be  appropriated.  He 
particularly  refored  to  the  fortmcatkm  of  Dau- 
phin Island,  which  the  Comaoktee  of  Ways  asd 
Means  seemed  to  suppose  might  be  dispensed  with. 
This  fortification,  he  said,  was  a  part  of  a  system 
of  defence  for  the  entrance  to  Mobile  Bay,  and,  if 
any  part  of  it  was  executed,  the  whole  ought  to 
be.  He  pointed  to  plans  lying  before  him,  show- 
ing the  relation  of  the  two  forts  proposed  to  be 
erected  there^  to  one  another,  and  their  mutual 
dependence,  for  the  protection  of  a  passage  which 
could  not  be  otherwise  eflectually  protected,  being 
five  miles  wide. 

Mr.  McCoy  rose  to  ask  a  favor  and  to  enter  a 
protest.  The  favor  he  had  to  ask  was^  that  gen- 
tlemen who  were  for  keeping  in  service  a  large 
navy,  a  standing  army,  and  other  expensive  esti^ 
lishments.  would  not  attempt  ukore  than  the  re- 
sources or  the  country  would  bear  them  out  in. 
The  protest  hehad  to  enter  was,  against  the  prucdce 
of  permitting  the  Heads  of  Dq[>artmenU  to  legis- 
late for  Congress,  and  to  pledge  the  funds  of  the 
Government  to  any  extent,  at  their  pleasme.    As 
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a  genenl  prinoiple,  eootnicts  ought  not  to  be 
Burae  bf  offioers  of  tbe  GoTernment  but  un4er  tbe 
authority  of  law. 

Mr.  LowN DBS  then  delivered  his  senlimentf  on 
the  subject  He  was  in  favor  of  the  sum  proposed 
by  the  Cammittee  of  Ways  and  Meaasii  because 
heusdentood  that  it  would  be  sufficient  for  the 
purposes  of  eairying  into  eflEeet  ejustiug  contract. 
Witli  refud  to  the  system  of  contnicts^  m.,  which 
had  been  the  subject  of  animadvertton,  he  said« 
i[  the  matter  were  closely  examined,  he  believed 
it  would  be  fouad  that  the  laws  on  the  subiect 
were  exeeedinjgly  defective;  and  that»  if  there 
had  been  any  irresn^arity,  it  had  been  made  un* 
aroidaUe  by  the  omission  of  Conffrees  to  legislate 
CD  the  subject.  la  the  nature  of  thinj^s,  contracts 
must  be  made  by  the  Government  m  regard  to 
certain  expenditures;  and  such  had  been  made 
in  certsin  brandies  of  the  public  service  from 
the  eommencemenC  of  the  Govemraeat,  without 
objection—^  which  he  quoted  examples,  among 
which  was  that  of  the  expenditure  for  timber  for 
the  Navy,  under  the  act  appropriating  a  million 
of  dollars  annuallv  for  the  object.  Ccwtracts,  he 
said,  might  be  made  in  two  wajrs :  on  objects  spe- 
cially recoj^niaed  and  directed  by  acts  of  Congress; 
and  on  objects  within  the  l^tmiate  authority  of 
the  Executive,  and.  to  amounts  within  the  com- 
pass of  the  usual  annual  appropriations  by  Con^ 
mss.  AjMlying  these  principles  to  the  case  be- 
lore  the  House,  he  thought  that  contmcts  for  the 
expenditure  of  9600,000  within  the  year  might 
have  been  made  cm  every  reasonable  calculation, 
being  about  the  anKmnt  which  Congress  had*  lately 
appropriated  for  soeceesive  years,  except  where  a 
sQrplos  of  appropriation  rendered  a  less  sum  neoea- 
sary.  On  we  subject  of  fortificatioas  generally, 
he  said,  he  did  not  dweU,  becanse  it  required  a 
sort  of  kttowie<|ge  which  he  did  not  possess.  But, 
with  regard  to  some  points  of  oar  naaritime  fron- 
tier, he  lelt  a  particular  solicitude  that  they  should 
be  eomnktety  fortified  at  any  expeusew 

Mr.  MoCoT  said,  that  his  objection  to  the  sys- 
tem of  contracts  was,  that  they  exceeded,  in  this 
case  at  least,  ike  sums  appropriated  and  design 
nated  by  Congress  for  that  object  of  expenditure. 
Contncts  ought  190I  to  be  nutM  in  anticipatioa  of 
appropriations  h««aAer  to  be  made ;  because  cir- 
cumstances might  arise  in  the  following  year  to 
prevent  Congress  from  appropriating  any  thing. 
Nearly  such  a  state  of  thinf^e  mdeed  now  existed. 
In  time  of  war,  necessity  might  justify  a  departure 
from  a  rigid  adherence  to  t£s  ruk ;  but  in  time 
of  peace  tbere  was  nothing  to  justify  it. 

Mr.  LivxaMORB  expremd  Ms  wish  that  this 
item  of  appfonriation  should  be  so  worded  as 
that  no  part  ol  the  amount  should  be  disbursed 
but  in  puiBuanoe  of  '^contmcts  previously  aalho- 
rixed  by  law." 

Mr.  Clat  said,  it  must  be  quite  obvious  to 
every  one^  from  daily  experience,  that  the  practice 
of  exeeedmg  apiprofxriations  was  one  whicA  called 
loudly  for  the  mterposition  of  Congress.  This 
excess  was  not  confined,  he  said,  to  one  Depart- 
ment of  the  Government,  but  the  disease  seems  to 
bare  pervadk»d  all  the  beaneEes  of  the  Executive 


Department;  and,  unless  the  House  should,  on 
some  occasion,  withhold  an  appropriation  in  some 
case  wherein  an  expenditure  had  been  made  with- 
out authority,  he  had  no  doubt  the  evil  would  go 
on  to  the  utter  subversion,  if  not  of  the  Constitu- 
ti<m,  of  aU  law  on  the  subject.  Tbe-sum  of  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  which  he  had  proposed 
for  this  object,  he  said  ne  considered  sufficient. 
It  was  at  least  as  much  as  could  be  expeadf^i  be- 
fore the  end  of  the  present  session ;  and  if,  after 
the  ways  and  means  for  the  current  year  were 
provided,  it  should  be  thought  proper  to  appropri- 
ate more  money  for  this  object,  it  would  be  com- 
nlelely  within  the  power  of  Conmss  to  do  so. 
With  regard  to  retrenchment.  Bdr.  C.  said  he 
knew  that  Congress  had  much  diflOculty  to  en- 
counter. All  the  Heads  of  Departments  would 
agree  that  there  ought  to  be  a  retrenchment  of  the 
expenses  of  the  wvemment ;  but  none  of  them 
would  a^ree  that  his  particular  department  should 
be  the  object  of  it  We,  said  Mr.  C^have  to  perform 
all  the  ungmcious  offices  of  the  Qovernment;  w$ 
have  the  painful  d«ty  of  imposing  taxes,  they  the 
pleasure  of  recommending  their  repeal;  ttnf  have 
the  labor  and  responsibility  of  raising  money,  they 
the  gratification  of  spenaing  it  Mr.  C.  said  he 
was  therefore  disposed  to  take  care  that  there 
should  not  be  a  wasteful  expenditure  of  the  public 
money.  With  regard  to  Mobile  Bay^  Mr.  C.  said 
the  House  were  at  last  presented  with  ibe  rq>ort 
of  the 'Committee  of  Foreign  Relations;  and,  if 
that  committee  could  succeed  in  persuading  the 
House  that  we  may  take  pacific  possession  of 
Florida  with  or  iPiihoiU  a  treaty,  the  fortifications 
of  Pensaoola  would  perhaps  afford  a  sufficient 
protection  to  Mobile  my.  On  the  subjeet  of  for- 
tifications ffenerally,  Mr.  C.  said  there  had  been, 
heretofore,  ne  would  not  say  a  wasteful  extrava- 
gance, but  an  improvident  profusion.  We  were 
making  fortifications  everywhere,  and  a  iarg^ 
amount  of  money  had  been  expended  on  one  forti- 
fication f  Rouse's  Point)  whicn  vras  understood  to 
be  actually  within  the  British  line.  He  concurred 
with  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  that 
two  or  three  great  points  ought  to  be  fortified ;  but 
he  would  not,  therefore,  expend  such  sums  of 
money  on  points  which  were  not  so- important 

Mr.  LowNuaa  said,  he  should  himself  perhaps 
believe  diat  not  more  than  five  hundsed  thousand 
dollars  ought  to  be  appropriated  for  the  erection 
of  fortifications  during  the  present  year,  did  not 
the  existing  oontiacts  require  the  appropriation  of 
a  larger  amount  With  respect  to  the  proposed 
appropriation,  it  was  not,  as  might  be  supposed, 
from  the  remarks  of  some  gentlemen,  to  meet  an 
expenditure  beyond  the  appropriation.  It  was  a 
case  hi  which,  with  a  due  forecast  and  attention 
to  economy  in  the  expoiditure  of  public  money, 
contracts  liave  been  made,  founded  on  a  rational 
expectation  of  appropriations  being  made  by  Con- 
atcos.  an  expectation  justified  by  the  sanction  given 
by  previous  appropriations  to  the  prosecution  of 
these  works.  Analogous  cases  frequently  occur- 
redw  The  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  he  was 
sure,  would  recollect  the  case  of  the  Cumberland 
road,  in  which  conoacts  had  been  made  involving 
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the  expenditure  of  mo&ey  beyond  the  amount  ap- 
propriated by  law,  and  depending  on  future  ap- 
propriations for  their  fulfilment. 

Mr.  Clay  again  spoke  upon  the  subject.  If,  he 
said,  the  Executive  was  authorized  to  make  con- 
tracts, relyinjg^  on  appropriations  usually  made,  what 
ought,  in  this  case,  to  have  been  its  guide?  The 
appropriation  of  last  year,  amounting  to  fire  hun- 
dred tnousand  dollars,  the  sum  with  which  it  was 
proposed  to  fill  this  blank.  Between  the  present 
case  and  the  Cumberland  road  he  said  there  was 
no  analogy.  There  was  a  positive  law  authoriz- 
ing the  road,  and  a  certain  sum  appropriated; 
under  that  law  contracts  had  been  made,  under 
which  the  expenditure  had  exceeded  the  amount 
appropriated.  The  case  now  under  consideration 
was  that  of  an  attempt  to  expend  the  public  money 
withont  the  authority  of  any  law. 

Mr.  Mallart  spoke  in  favor  of  the  smallest 
sum  proposed.  It  was  time,  he  said,  to  put  an 
end  to  the  excessive  expenditures  of  puolic  money. 
He  found,  on  consulting  the  documents  on  the 
table,  tluit  already  contracts  had  been  made  by  the 
War  Department  for  fortifications^  which  would 
involve  the  expenditure  of  two  million  seven  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars.  It  was  time,  he  said,  to 
determine  whether  contracts  made  by  agents  of 
the  Grovernment,  at  aU  times,  for  all  purposes,  and 
to  any  amount,  should  be  considereu  as  binding 
on  the  Government. 

Mr.  Storrs  made  some  remarks  on  the  relative 
responsibility  of  this  House  and  of  public  officers, 
and  on  the  ease  with  which  it  was  sometimes 
evaded.  For  example,  in  the  case  of  the  public 
gunpowder  loaned  to  certain  persons,  the  head  of 
tne  ordnance  department  said  he  had  nothing  to 
do  with  it,  but  remonstrated  against  it.  Another 
officer  in  that  department  says  it  was  done  with 
the  approbation  or  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  all 
unite  m  saying  that  some  part  of  the  responsi- 
bility for  the  transaction  properly  belonged  to  an 
officer  of  the  Army  who  bad  since  been  dismissed 
the  service.  Mr.  S.  then  proceeded  to  quote  the 
sentiments  contained  in  the  Inaugural  Speech  of 
the  present  President  of  the  United  States,  on  the 
subject  of  responsibility  and  the  duty  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive in  this  respect.  With  respect  to  the  pre- 
sent House,  he  said,  if  there  had  been  any  irregu- 
larity or  excess  in  the  expenditure  of  public  money, 
it  was  not  to  blame  for  neglect  in  preventing  it; 
for  no  House  he  had  ever  seen  or  read  of  had  been 
so  faithful  in  the  performance  of  this  part  of  its 
duty  as  (so  far)  this  House  had  been. 

Mr.  Baldwin  said  that  he  was  in  favor  of  the 
sum  proposed,  because  the  faith  of  the  Govern- 
ment was  pledged  for  so  much,  and  the  state  of 
the  Treasury  was  not  such  as  to  require  it  to  be 
violated.  He  was  not  disposed,  he  said,  to  protect 
any  Executive  officer  in  the  abuse  of  power ;  but,  in 
relation  to  this  subject  of  fortificationsL  it  was  no 
more  than  just  that  the  state  of  it  should  be  fairly 
understood.  He  then  proceeded  to  take  a  review 
of  the  course  of  the  Government  on  this  subject, 
from  the  instructions  to  the  Board  of  Enffineers  to 
survey  the  coast  and  their  report,  to  the  laying  of 
the  same  before  Congress,  with  all  the  plans  of  the 


fortifications  and  estimates  of  their  probable  ex- 
pense ;  after  which  the  sum  required  for  the  then 
ensuing  year  (1819)  was  deliberately  appropriated 
by  Congress.  There  are  two  ways,  Mr.  B.  said, 
in  which  the  sanction  of  Congress  mav  be  ^ven 
to  any  measure— by  passins^  a  special  law  direct- 
ing a  thing  to  be  done,  or  by  an  appropriation  for 
the  purpose  of  doing  it.  With  all  the  mformation 
on  the  subject  before  them,  and  with  a  full  knowl- 
edge of  thte  extent  of  the  plan  for  the  fortification 
of  the  coast,  the  three  branches  of  Congress  had 
passed  an  appropriation  to  commence  the  work, 
thereby  ratifying  the  plan.  Previous  to  this  act 
no  contracts  had  been  made ;  after  its  passage,  it 
became  the  duty  of  the  Executive  to  so  on  to  ex- 
ecute the  work.  With  respect  to  the  &ficiency  in 
the  revenue,  Mr.  B.  intimated  that  that  might  be 
supplied  without  resortine  to  either  of  the  three 
alternatives  of  the  honoraole  Speaker.  We  own 
seven  millions  of  stock  in  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States.  It  yields  no  dividend  this  year,  and  but 
little  in  the  last.  If  we  want  monev,  said  he,  let 
us  take  a  fund  of  no  use  to  us,  whicn  brings  us  in 
nothing,  and  which  may  be  sold  at  nearij  its  par 
value.  He  was,  as  other  gentlemen  proressed  to 
be,  a  friend  to  economy,  but  true  economy.  He 
would  leave  untouched  every  thine  necessary  to 
the  usual  and  reeular  operations  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  every  Uiing  which  was  conDected  with 
the  common  defence  and  general  wdfkre. 

Mr.  Butler,  of  Louisiana,  made  some  further 
remarks  in  favor  of  the  appropriation  of  an  ade- 

2uate  sum  for  the  object  now  under  consideration, 
le  again  dwelt  on  the  importance  of  the  fcvttfica- 
tion  on  Dauphin  Island.  With  regard  to  the  su^- 
ffestion  of  the  Speaker  on  thb  head,  Mr.  B.  said 
the  port  of  Pensacola,  when  in  our  possession,  will 
no  more  protect  the  Bay  of  Mobile  than  the  forti- 
fications at  New  York  will  protect  Uie  Delaware. 
Mr.  Newton  delivered  his  sentiments  in  favor 
of  an  adequate  appropriation  for  fortifications. 
He  enlarged  on  their  importance  to  the  protection 
of  our  seaports— to  the  interests  of  commerce — 
and,  as  connected  with  them,  to  the  interests  of 
agriculture.  A  few  millions^  expended  for  the 
permanent  and  perfect  protection  of  such  interests, 
ought  to  be  no  object.  He  dwdt  particularly  on 
the  importance  of  the  fortifications  at  Old  Point 
Comfort,  &Ai,j  at  the  mouth  of  the  Chesapeake, 
and  said  that  true  economy  required  the  prosecu- 
tion of  all  which  are  commenced  to  completion  as 
speedily  as  practicable. 

^  Mr.  Trimble  spoke  at  some  lenffth  in  explana- 
tion and  confirmation  of  what  had  been  said  by 
other  gentlemen  as  to  the  authority  by  which  the 
Executive  had  entered  into  contracts  for  the  erec- 
tion of  fortifications.  The  sum  proposed  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  he  thought, 
ought  to  be  firanted.  as  net  bein^  more  than  neces- 
sary to  pay  for  work  done  and  m  a  course  of  per- 
formance. 

Mr.  Clay  repeated  the  idea,  that  the  money 
appropriated  oiu^ht  to  be  considered  the  limitation 
of  the  pow«  of^the  Executive  to  make  contracts. 
With  respect  to  the  deficiency  in  the  revenue,  so 
far  from  taking  h<rfd  of  the  stock  of  the  Bank  of 
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the  United  States,  he  bad  been  in  hopes,  as  there 
seemed  to  be  great  difficulty  what  to  do  with  the 
Sinking  Fond,  that  Congress  would  have  con- 
sented to  appropriate  it  to  ue  pavment  of  the  debt 
which  we  owe  to  the  Bank  ot  the  United  States 
for  that  stock,  having  due  regard  to  the  fire  per 
cent,  interest  which  only  we  had  stipulated  to  pay 
on  that  part  of  the  public  debt. 

Mr.  Smyth,  of  Virginia,  spoke  at  some  length 
in  faFor  of  a  sufficient  appropriation.    The  only 
question  ought  to  be,  is  the  expenditure  proposed 
necessary  for  the  public  welfare.    There  was  no 
money  which  this  Government  could  lay^  out  to 
so  great  an  advantage  as  in  erecting  fortincations. 
They  were  a  cheap  defence  in  war;  and  whatr 
ever  other  gentlemen  might  believe,  he  thought  he 
saw  a  large  ^^  speck  of  war"  in  the  horizon,  and 
not  with  Spain  alone.    We  ought,  in  due  time,  to 
make  preparation  for  a  contest  which  sooner  or 
later  most  come.    In  illustrating  the  importance 
of  fortifications,  Mr.  S.  said  that  during  our  his- 
tory three  of  our  largest  and  most  important  com* 
merctal  cities  had  been  saved  bv  them — alluding, 
m  the  Revolutionary  war,  to  Caarleston,  and,  m 
the  late  war  to  Baltimore,  and  New  Orleans — ^for, 
much  as  was  due  to  the  bravery  and  skill  of  its 
defenders  at  the  entrenchments,  it  was  also  true 
that  Fort  St.  Philip  below  had  been  equally  neces- 
sary to,  and  efficient  in  the  preservation  of  New 
Orleans.    Resorting  to  foreign  history,  he  quoted 
that  of  France,  to  show  that  she  had  been  saved 

5'  her  engineers,  artillerists,  and  fortifications,  &c. 
e  hop<^the  appropriations  necessary  to  this  im- 
portant object  would  not  be  withheld. 

The  ijuestion  was  then  taken  on  filling  the 
blank  with  $1,520,000,  and  negatived  by  a  large 
majority. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  filling  it  with 
8800,000,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  a  vote 
of  73  to  61. 

The  appropriation  for  repairs,  &c.,  at  West 
Point,  was  moved  by  Mr.  Cankon  to  oe  stricken 
from  the  bill;  but  the  House  decided  to  retain  it. 

The  apraropriation  for  completing  the  arsenal  at 
Angosta,  Georgia,  next  came  up.  Mr.  Cobb  stated, 
and  Mr.  Reid  confirmed  the  statement,  that,  how- 
ever digiUy  situated,  its  location  was  in  so  un- 
healthy a  site^  as  to  make  it  unfit  for  occupation, 
and  that  there  was  no  prospect  of  this  objection 
bein^  obviated.  The  aopropriation  was,  after 
hearing  a  statement  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland, 
in  defence  of  it,  stricken  from  the  bill,  by  a  vote  of 
56to48. 

Mr.  TRIHBL.E  then  moved  the  following  amend- 
ment to  the  bill : 

**  To  enmUa  the  SecreUry  of  War  to  renew  and  ex- 
tend a  contnct  with  John  P.  Garreaches,  of  DeUwave, 
for  one  thousand  barrels  of  powder,  if  ha  ihall  so 
chooea  to  renew  and  extend ;  and  the  said  Garreacbea 
•hall  aecore  the  loan  of  powder  already  made  to  Peter 
Baodoy,  22,000  dollars.  Provided,  that  this  appropri- 
ation shall  not  be  construed  to  sanction  the  original 
loan  of  powder  to  Peter  Bauday,  or  to  exonerate  any 
person  or  peraons  from  their  liability  to  the  United 
States  for  making  aaid  loan." 

A  debate  of  one  and-a  half  hour's  duration  arose 


on  this  amendment.  It  was  supported  by  Mr. 
Trimble,  of  Kentucky,  and  Mr.  McLane,  of  Dela- 
ware, and  opposed  by  Mr.  McCoy,  of  Virginia, 
Mr.  Walker,  of  North  Carolina,  Mr.  Cannon, 
of  Tennessee,  Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina, 
Mr.  Slocdmb,  of  North  Carolina,  Mr.  Storbs,  of 
New  York,  and  Mr.  Roaa,  of  Ohio. 

The  proposition  was  finally  rejected,  by  a  con- 
siderable majority. 

Mr.  Clay,  in  ofierinf;  the  following  amendment, 
briefly  adverted  to  its  importance  and  interesting 
nature.  There  were,  he  said,  eleven  States,  (count- 
ing Missouri  and  Arkansas,)  more  or  less  interest- 
ed in  it  Many  steamboats  were  employed  in  this 
navigation,  ana  many  more  would  be ;  and  he  did 
verily  believe  that,  by  an  expenditure  of  a  hundred 
or  a  nundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  and  an 
annual  expenditure  thereafter  of  ten  or  fifteen 
thousand  dollars,  the  navigation  could  be  made 
perfectly  sale,  lie  hoped,  as  this  appropiation 
was  analogous  to  one  or  more  ccmtamed  in  the 
bill,  there  would  be  no  objection  to  it. 

**  For  making  a  sorvey*  mapa,  and  charts,  of  tfaa 
Ohio  and  MiaaiaBippi  livara,  from  the  Kapida  of  the 
Ohio  at  I^uiaviUe,  to  the  Balise,  for  the  pnrpoae  of 
&cilitating  and  aacertaining  the  moat  practicable  mode 
of  improving  the  navigation  of  thoae  rivers,  five  thou*, 
snnd  dollars." 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  without  a  division. 
Mr.  Cobb  then  offered  the  following  amend* 
ment  to  the  bill : 

M  For  the  pnrpoae  of  holding  treatiea  with  the  Creek 
and  CherokM  tribes  of  Indiana,  for  the  eztingniafameat 
of  the  Indian  title  to  all  the  ianda  within  the  Bute  of 
Georgia,  poraoant  to  the  foorth  condition  of  the  first 
article  of  the  Articlea  of  Agreement  and  Cession  con- 
cluded between  the  United  States  and  the  State  of 
Georgia,  on  the  24th  day  of  April,  1802,  the  aum  of 
thirty  thousand  dollars." 

When  the  Committee  rose,  and  reported  pro- 
gress, and  the  House  adjourned. 


Frioat,  March  10. 

Mr.  Warfielo  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Washington,  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  of  Montgomery  county, 
in  the  State  of  Maryland,  praying  that  so  much 
of  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  last  session  as  author- 
izes a  turopike  coinpany  to  make  a  road  from 
Ten  nelly  Town  to  Georgetown,  and  to  collect 
toil  thereon ;  as  also  to  erect  toll-gates  on  the  roads 
leading  from  Tennelly  Town  to  Brookville,  and 
to  Leesbur^,  may  be  repealed,  for  reasons  set  forth 
in  the  petition ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  to  wit:  An  act  making  further  provision  for 
the  sale  of  the  public  lands ;  and  an  act  further  to 
suspend  for  a  limited  time  the  sale  or  forfeiture 
of  utnds  for  failure  in  completing  the  payments 
thereon;  in  which  they  ask  the  concurr^ce  of 
this  House. 

The  said  bills  were  read  twice,  and  severally  re- 
I  ferred  to  the  Conunittee  on  the  Public  Lands. 
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JofwmaU  if  the  (M  Congress. 


Mabch,  1890. 


Mr.  Cannon  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, viz : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  Home 
who  have  under  consideration  the  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  th^  Military  Eatabfishmenl  for  the  year 
16S0,  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
abolishing  the  Mifitary  Academy  at  West  Point,  in 
the  8tate  of  New  York;  also,  of  repealing  ail  laws  in 
relation  to  said  Academy,  from  and  after  the  first  day 
of  May  next,  and  exposing  to  sale,  to  the  highest  bid- 
der, ail  the  property  of  the  United  States  in  and  abont 
the  same,  in  such  manner  as  may  be  directed  by  the 
President  o(  the  United  States. 

The  resolution  being  read,  Mr.  Smith,  of  Mary- 
land, iDOTed  that  it  lie  on  the  table ;  whieh  notion 
was  rejected ;  and  the  question  waa  taken  to  agree 
to  the  same,  and  passed  in  the  affirmatiye. 

.   JOURNAL  OP  THE  OLD  CONGRESS. 

Mr.  Strotrbr  rose  and  said,  that  he  thought  it 
indispensably  his  du^r  to  call  up  a  motion  he  had 
made  some  time  before ;  that  certainly  the  time 
iiad  arrived,  when  no  reason  could  lon^  exist  for 
refosing  to  publish  the  Secret  Joimml  of  the  Old 
Congress;  that,  in  making  this  motion,  he  did 
not  mean  to  allude  to  any  particular  measures  or 
the  actors  in  them.  All  he  should  say  on  that 
subject  was,  that  whatever  they  contained  should 
be  known  to  the  people ;  that,  if  it  appeared  from 
them,  there  were  subjects  of  great  national  concern 
agitated,  the  consequences  of  which  would  have 
been  of  the  highest  importance,  aud  there  were 
men  who,  on  those  occasions,  have  rendered  great 
services  to  their  country  by  riieir  exertions  in  de- 
fending their  rights,  Mr.  S.  said  it  ought  to  be 
known;  that  every  man  might  hav^  that  credit 
with  his  country  he  is  entitl^  to.  If,  on  the  con- 
trary, there  were  men  who,  in  their  opinion,  had 
acted  wrong,  or  wished  to  sacrifice  any  of  the  in- 
terests belonging  to  the  Union,  and  which  they  did 
not  consider  as  peculiarly  favorable  to  the  Slates 
they  represented,  but  which  might  be  injurious  to 
them-^if  there  were  such  men  still  alive,  and  who 
might  possibly  be*  brought  forward  as  candidates 
for  office,  was  it  not  equally  proper  that  the  whole 
of  their  public  conduct  snould  also  be  known ; 
or  how  can  the  public  judgpe,  while  the  veil  of 
secrecy'  is  still  thrown  over  it  ?  Mr.  S.  thought 
that  it  was  highly  proper  that  nothing  which  was 
of  importance  to  the  country,  and  which  had  been 
previously  agitated  in  our  public  councib  at  that 
distant  day^  should  be  kept  from  the  public  eye. 
He  adverted  to  the  strange  appearance  it  might 
have  that  the  Secret  Journal  of  Congress  should 
be  published  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  when 
the  secrets  might  be  considered  as  of  more  delicacy 
and  importance  than  in  time  of  peace,  when  there 
was  reasons  to  suppose  none  such,  or  at  least  none 
of  equal  importance,  could  have  existed. 

Mr.  S.  made  many  other  remarks  on  the  subject, 
tending  to  prove  the  extreme  impropriety  of  any 
longer  withholding  from  the  public  a  view  of  the 
Secret  Journal,  wuich  he  contended  would  cost 
but  very  little,  and  did  not  consist  of  more  than 
sixty  or  eighty  pa^,  and  were  all  transcribed  and 
ready  for  pabtication ;  to  prove  which,  he  read  a 


letter  he  held  in  his  hand,  from  Mr.  Secretary 
Adams,  to  that  effect 

Mr.  S.  then  moved  to  take  un  the  resolution  he 
had  himself  moved,  for  the  publication  of  the  Se- 
cret Journal. 

After  he  had  closed,  some  desultory  conversation 
took  places  which,  showing  that  many  members 
would  vote  against  it — 

Mr.  C.  PnroKNEY  said,  that  he  hoped  the  motiQn 
would  prevail ;  that  it  was  difficult  to  see  vrhat 
reasons  could  exist  against  it ;  that,  if  the  Secret 
Journal  of  the  Old  Congress,  from  1775  to  1763, 
(the  conclusion  of  the  peace)  were  ordered  to  be 
published,  why  not  these  ?  In  the  former,  it  might 
nave  been  much  more  improper  than  in  die  latter, 
because  the  whole  of  the  Secret  Journals  contained 
the  secret  proceedings  of  Congress  during  the  war, 
in  which  there  mky  have  been  many  prirate  negoti- 
ations with  difierent  States  in  Europe^  which  those 
States  might  not  wish  to  have  exposed.  That  was 
the  time  also  when  spies,  and  private  emissaries, 
and  agents  were  necessary,  and  in  many  cases  indis- 
pensable, seme  of  v^om  tnight  be  auve^  or  their 
nmilies,  who  would  not  wbh  it  known  that  their 
friends  had  been  engaged  in  practices  generally 
not  deemed  honorable.  But,  from  the  year  1783 
to  1789,  the  commencement  of  the  new  Gbvem- 
ment,  no  soch  secret  could  exist.  He  understood, 
from  information  which  came  from  the  Secretary 
of  State,  that  the  whole  of  the  remainder  did  not 
contain  more  than  sixty  or  eighty  pages — ^not  the 
size  of  many  of  the  voluminous  documents  pub- 
lished this  session — the  expense,  therefore,  would 
be  but  small.  As  to  the  contents.  Mr.  P.  said,  he 
was  only  in  Congress  about  halt  the  time  from 
1783  to  1789 ;  but,  during  that  time,  an  event  oc- 
curred which  must  be  recorded  on  the  Secret  Jour- 
nal, which,  in  his  judgment,  alone  made  it  necessary 
that  this  part  of  the  Journal  should  be  publbheo. 
It  was  a  long  time  since  it  had  occurred,  and  there- 
fore what  he  stated  would  of  course  be  to  the  best 
of  h»  recollection.  If  there  should  be  any  mis- 
takes, he  would  be  willing  to  correct  them ;  it  was 
an  event  of  great  importance,  in  his  opinion,  in  the 
civil*  history  of  this  country,  and  to  which  he  had 
alludedj  in  his  observations  on  the  Missoori  btO, 
btrt  which  he  would  now  more  particularly  stated 
as  he  had  heard  that  what  he  had  said  before  must 
have  been  mbnnderstood. 

Mr.  P.  said,  that,  in  1785~*'6,  he  believed  'e,  two 
or  three  years  after  the  peace,  Spain  being^  rery 
anxious  on  the  sn^ect,-sait  out  Don  Diego  de 
Gardoqui,  as  her  Minister,  to  this  country,  with 
instructions  to  ofier  to  the  United  States  a  treaty 
of  commerce,  which  she  said  was  an  advantageoos 
one,  if  we  would,  in  the  same  treaty,  coaaent  to 
g;ive  up  the  navigation  of  that  part  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, which  ran  through  the  Spanish  dominions,  ^r 
twenty-five  years.  Mr.  John  Jay  was  the  Secretary 
of  Foreign  Af&irs.  The  treaty,  according  to  the 
then  routine  of  business,  was  referred  to  him  to 
report  his  opinion,  and,  to  the  best  of  his  remem- 
brance, he  recommended  its  adoption.  Seven, 
being  all  Eastern  and  Northern  States,  did  vote  for 
it :  but  owing  to  the  Confederation  requiring  nine 
Stales  as  neeessary  to  forma  treaty,  it  was  deleft  ted. 
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MUitaTy  JppnpHaHofu. 


H.  or  R. 


Mr.  P.  said,  that,  if  any  part  of  the  public 
of  this  coantry,  in  which  ha  had  any  agency,  gaye 
him  more  pleasure  than  another,  it  was  the  aceney 
he  had  in  as8ociati<m  with  the  distiagaished  gen- 
tlemen  dov  high  in  oflke  in  Washington,  in  pre* 
renting  ik  He  belieTed  he  might  rentare  to  say, 
it  W9S  owing  to  them  and  another,  now  gone,  tiiat 
the  whole  of  the  Western  countrv  was  sared  to  as ; 
that  the  Mississippi  still  flows  tnroagh  American 
lands,  and  that  her  memhezs  here,  so  honorably 
fiJJ  these  seats.  And  having,  as  ha  obsenred  on  the 
Missouri  question,  and,  he  said,  let  him  here  repeat 
it,  eontribnted,  at  that  distant  day,  to  save  the 
parent,  he  felt  (preat  pleasoie  on  the  laie  great  oc- 
easton,  in  contributing  hia  humble  effi>rts  to  sare 
her  children. 
The  resolution  was  taken  up  and  passed. 

MILITARY  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  House  again  resolred  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  annaal  military  appro- 
priation bill. 

Mr.  GoBB  withdrew  the  motion  which  he  yea- 
terday  offered  to  amend  the  bill,  under  the  imnree* 
sion  tnat  it  had  better  beaimezed  to  the  bill  mamng 
the  ciTil  appropriations  for  the  current  year. 

Mr.  Cocks  submitted  a  motion  to  amend  the  bill, 
so  as  to  amiropriate  eighteen  hundred  dollaia,  for 
a  smrey  of  the  Mississippi  ritFer,  fVom.  the  mouth 
of  the  Aifissouri  rirer,  to  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio, 
with  a  riev  to  the  practicability  of  inqiroring  its 
Qsrigation.  After  some  observations  frwn  Mr. 
Clay,  and  others,  which  went  to  show  that  this 
object  was  already  prorided  for,  Mr.  C.  withdrew 
his  proposition. 

Mr.  Cocks  then  inquired,  from  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  what  por- 
tion of  the  appropriations  contained  in  this  bill  re- 
lated to  the  ezpenaes  of  the  eipedition  up  the  Mis- 
souri river ;  his  object  being  to  strike  out  that  part 
of  the  appropriation. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryhuid,  .answered,  that  he 
could  not  say  more  on  this  sulyect  than  was  dis- 
closed by  the  report  on  this  subject  from  the  War 
Department,  in  pursuance  of  the  reqiuiaition  of 
this  Hoose,  and  which  waa  in  the  poaseaaion  of  the 
Mouse. 

After  sonie  eonTeontkm,  it  appeared  to  be  set* 
tied  that  the  proper  time  for  Mr.  CooxE^i  motion 
would  ha  wnen  the  question  came  before  the 
Houeof  conciUTe0ce  in  the  i^ropriatiQns  agreed 
to  by  thii  Cmmxiittee. 

And,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  this  ball  having 
been  gone  throogh,  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  Hoose  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  j)iopo8iti<ML  of  Mr.  Canhow,  dsrectiDg  the 
CoBDUttee  of  the  Whole  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  abolishing  the  Military  Academy ; 
whereopon  a  debate  of  wee  hours  ainae. 

Mr.  CAifNOif  said,  in  reply  to  the  ar^pmients  of 
those  who  had  spok^  in  taror  of  heeping  up  the 
Military  Academy,  if  any  thing  could  deter  him 
from  pursuing  the  course  pointai  out  to  him  by 
what  he  believed  to  be  his  duty  as  a  member  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  it  would  be  that  of 


differing  in  opinion  with  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Maryland,  who  is  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee ci  Ways  and  Means,  (Mr.  8.  &mitb,)  also  that 
of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Smyth,) 
and  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersev,  (Mr.  Btoosf- 
HELD,)  i3l  of  whoee  opinions  he  held  in  the  highest 
respect!  and  he  was  well  aware  had  great  influence 
in  the  House,  more  especially  on  the  subject  of 
military  affitirs  or  military  science;  to  the  superior 
knowledge  and  exnerience  of  those  honorable  gen- 
tlemen he  would  always  yield,  for  he  felt  it  to  be 
the  height  of  presumption  to  oppose  his  opinions 
on  any  subject  to  those  of  the  gentlemen  whose 
names  he  had  mentioned.  But.  said  he,  the  gen- 
tlemen I  have  alluded  to.  as  well  as  all  others  who 
have  spoken  on  the  subject,  have  not  stated  my 
arguments  correctly;  they  seem  to  have  misun- 
derstood me  entirely,  however  ezplicitiy  I  have 
attempted  to  state  my  opinions  to  the  House.    The 

rntlemen  are  quite  mistaken  if  they  suppose  that 
am  oppoaed  to  the  accumulation  oi  militarv 
science.    Sir.  said  he,  I  have  never  expressed  socn 

r'aionaon  tnis  floor  or  elsewhere;  nor,  said  he, 
U  any  gentleman  understand  me  to  entertain 
such  opinions.  He  said  he  had  distinctly  told  the 
House^on  a  former  occasion,  that  he  was  decidedly 
favor  of  the  diffusion  of  military  science  amongst 


m 


the  general  mass  of  the  people  of  the  United  States. 
Butlie  was  oppoaed  to  confining  it'  to  a  favorite 
few — a  privil^ed  order — and  to  ^is  course  of 
teaching  the  sons  of  our  most  wealthy- citizens  at 
poblie  expense,  while  you  neglect  the  hdpless  or- 

Shans  of  those  whose  blood  has  orimsoned  your 
elds  of  battle  in  the  defence  of  our  countrv — 
while  you  not  only  refuse  to  expend  a  single  dcuar 
for  their  education,  but  you  have  even  refused  to 
give  them  bread  untH  they  shall  be  able  to  procure 
sttbsbtence  for  themselves.  These  were  the  opin- 
ions he  had  before  expreased  on  this  subject,  and 
he  hoped  they  would  not  again  be  misstated  or 
misunderstood.  He  said  if  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  undertook  to  teach  military  science, 
which  he  thought  himself  necessary,  it  ought  to  be 
taught  to  die  militia  officers  at  punic  expense,  by 
whom  it  would  be  taught  to  the  citieens  mierally, 
and  diffuaed  and  expanded  through  the  wnole  mass 
of  the  people ;  ana  these  arguments,  be  said,  no 
gentleman  had  undertaken  to  answer.  But  gen- 
ttemen,  he  said,  had  advocated  this  enomous  ex- 
penditure of  the  pnbUc  money  at  the  Military 
Academy  on  the  ground  that  it  was  necessary  for 
the  dirfence  of  the  country.  But,  sir.  said  he,  I  fbr 
otie  do  not  believe  this  country  will  ever  be  de- 
fontded  by  this  Military  Academy ;  nor  did  he  be- 
lieve we  could  dq)end,  for  the  defonce  of  the 
country,  on  those  persons  who  have  been  or  maj 
heneafter  be  educated  there ;  nor  ^d  he  bdieve  this 
country  ought  ever  to  depend  on  a  regular  army 
for  dcience;  nor  did  he  believe  we  ought  to  de- 
nmd  on  military  fortifications  for  our  defence. 
Sir,  said  he,  I  for  one  cannot  rely  on  any  of  the 
modes  of  defence  I  have  mentioned ;  nor  can  I 
rely  mi  the  whole  of  them  nut  together,  notwith- 
standing the  vast  amount  or  money  we  are  annu- 
ally expending  on  them.  I  believe  the  defence  of 
this  Government,  said  he,  rests  on  a  more  safe  and 
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secure  foundation.  It  at  la«t  rests  on  your  militia, 
the  people,  the  citizens  of  these  United  States. 
They  have  heretofore  defended  our  Gioyernment 
in  the  most  tryine  times  of  difficulty  and  danger ; 
and,  sir,  they  will  defend  it  again  wneneTer  it  be- 
comes necessary.  You  never  have  yet  called  on 
them  in  vain,  (notwithstanding  your  neglect  to 
qualifv  them  to  discharge  this  duty  at  public  ex- 
pense,) and  let  me  tell  you,  sir,  that  you  never  will 
c^  on  them  in  vain.  So  lon^  as  this  Govern- 
ment shall  be  preserved  in  its  original  purity,  every 
man  will  be  his  own  and  his  country's  defender. 
He  did  not,  he  said,  wish  to  induce  tne  people  of 
his  country  to  look  to  any  other  source  for  the  de- 
fence of  our  Government  Arm  and  instract  your 
militia,  and  we  are  safe  from  invasion  of  any  de- 
scription and  from  any  quarter.  This  he  was 
avrare  would  not  be  done  so  long[  as  we  lavished 
away  our  money  on  regular  armies,  fortifications, 
and  military  academies.  But,  sir,  said  he,  if  we 
go  on  with  our  system  of  aristocracy,  we  may  soon 
lose  sight  of  first  principles ;  we  may  pamper  a 
few  favorites  of  the  we^thy  at  the  expense  of 
the  Government,  and  neglect  the  poor  and  the 
orphan,  until  our  Government  may  become  so 
corrupt  and  oppressive  that  the  people  ought  not 
to  defend  it. 

He  said  he  believed  the  tendency  of  all  Govern- 
ments was  towards  aristocracy,  and  he  feared  our 
Government  was  going  the  same  course.  He  be- 
lieved it  vras  our  duty  to  guard  against  such  things ; 
for,  said  he.  if  we  nurse  them  and  encourage  their 
growth  a  little  longer,  they  will  acquire  such 
strength,  such  an  interest  will  be  interwoven  and 
formed  around  them,  as  to  bid  defiance  to  all  at- 
tempts to  put  them  down.  This,  he  said,  must 
be  obvious  to  all  who  have  turned  their  attention 
in  the  least  to  the  progress  of  the  European  Gov- 
ernments. He  said  he  xnew  the  task  he  had  taken 
on  himself  was  a  very  unpleasant  onej  that  he 
would  be  subjected  to  the  ^marks  of  many  who 
felt  a  deep  interest  in  this  institution,  but  it  would 
not  deter  him  from  the  discharge  of  his  duty.  His 
own  situation  in  life,  he  said,  would  probaoly  en- 
able him  to  enjoy  the  benefits  of  this  institution, 
should  it  be  kept  up,  at  some  future  day;  and, 
could  he  be  influenced  by  his  own  personal  inter- 
est, he  could,  vnthout  running  even  the  risk  of 
being  charged  with  a  neglect  of  duty,  have  re- 
mained silent  on  the  subject.  Bui,  sir,  said  he, 
so  long  as  I  entertain  the  opinions  I  now  do  re- 
specting this  monstrous  syston  of  aristocracy,  that 
many  gentlemen  are  so  fond  of,  I  cannot,  m  the 
discharge  of  that  duty  I  owe  to  myself  and  my 
country,  look  on  this  growing  evil  without  at  least 
making  an  efibrt,  however  feeble  it  may  b&  to 
check  its  growth  or  put  it  out  of  existence,  what- 
ever feelings  may  be  excited  among  honorable 
members  of  this  House,  or  those  who  enjoy  the 
benefits  of  this  institution,  or  are  concerned  in  its 
direction  or  administration.  He  thought  some  re- 
fijard  ought  always  to  be  had  to  the  equal  distribu- 
tion of  tne  favors  and  benefits  of  this  Government; 
but  that,  if  any  partiality  or  favor  was  shown,  it 
should  be  in  favor  of  the  weaker  part,  and  not  the 
strong ;  and  he  hoped  this  principle  would  never 


be  lost  sight  of.  Bat,  said  he,  we  all  know  that 
the  benefit  of  this  institution  has  not  been  enjoyed 
by  the  poor  nor  the  helpless  heretofore.  It  is 
placed  entirely  out  of  their  reach.  It  has  been, 
with  very  few  excqKions,  enjoyed  by  wealthy 
people^  who  are  competent  to  educate  dieir  sons 
at  their  own  expense  anywhere  without  any  as- 
sistance from  the  Gk)vemment.  And,  sir,  said  he, 
turn  and  twist  it  which  way  you  wUl,  I  can  view 
it  as  nothing  more  or  less  taan  robbing  the  |Kx>r 
to  increase  the  wealth  and  Vendor  of  the  rich. 
This  course,  he  said,  had  heea  jporsned  too  long 
already,  and  he  called  on  gentlemen  to  consider 
the  consequences  that  would  inevitably  result  from 
such  a  course  of  legislation,  and  pause  before  they 
made  the  decision. 

Mr.  Clat  submitted  a  resolution  ^that  it  is 
inexpetUmt  at  this  time  to  abolish  the  Military 
Academy  at  West  Point" 

Those  who  supported  the  affirmative  and  nega- 
tive sides  of  this  proposition,  in  debate,  were  as 
follows:  Afirmative — ^Messrs.  Clay,  Wood,  Camp- 
bell, Foot,  Tomlikson^  Fuller,  Surra  of  Ma- 
ryland, Smtth  of  Virginia,  BLOOMFreLD,  Brown, 
and  Case.  Negative — ^Messrs.  Livermore,  Rosa, 
Stevens,  Walker,  Smith  of  North  Carolina, 
and  Cannon. 

Among  the  supporters  of  the  Academy,  Mr. 
Campbell^  and  perhaps  others,  were  of  opinion 
the  number  of  students  miffht  be  reduced  one 
half,  and  of  course  the  expenditure  proportionably. 

A  motion  was  made  to  strike  out  the  syllable  in 
from  Mr.  Clay's  motion,  so  as  to  mace  it  read 
expedient  instead  of  inea^ient.  This  motion  was 
negatived,  after  a  division,  in  which  it  was  sop- 
ported  by  forty-one  votes,  and  Mr.  Clay's  motion 
prevailed  by  a  like  majority. 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  their 
a^eement  to  this  resolution;  and  also  reputed, 
with  amendments,  the  Military  Appropriation 
bill. 


Saturday,  March  11. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  Stat^  transmitting  to  Ccmgress  a 
report  from  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  of  the  oper- 
ations of  that  institution  daring  the  last  year. 

Among  the  petitions  to-day,  vras  one  from  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
praying  that  the  system  establtshed  by  law  ^ 
allowing  a  credit  for  the  duties  on  floods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  imported  into  the  United  States 
may  not  be  changed  to  a  cash  pa3fmeiic  of  said 
duties;  which  was  referred,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Henoricks,  the  Committee 
on  Roads  and  Canals  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  authorizing  the  appoint- 
ment of.  commissioners  to  view  and  mark  out  a 
road,  as  a  continuation  of  the  naticmal  road  from 
Wheeling,  in  Virginia,  to  the  seat  of  govemment 
of  the  State  of  Ohio ;  thence  to  the  contemj^ted 
seatof  government  of  the  State  of  Indiana;  thence 
to  the  seat  of  government  of  the  State  of  Illinois ; 
and  thence  to  St.  Charles,  on  the  Missouri  river. 
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oa  the  nearest  direction,  and  on  the  best  ground 
that  can  be  selected. 

A  molton  was  made  by  Mr.  Rhea,  that  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  which  is  committed 
the  bill  to  revrve  and  continue  in  force  an  act,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  provide  for  persons  who  were 
disabled  by  known  wounds  received  in  the  Revo- 
lutioDsry  war,  and  for  other  purposes,"  be  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  thereof,  and 
that  it  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sons  and  Revolutionary  Claims. 

And,  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative. 

The  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals  were  dis- 
charged from  so  much  of  the  resolution  of  the 
Genend  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  referred  to 
them  on  the  9th  instant,  as  relates  to  a  pre-emption 
in  the  purchase  of  lands  for  sites  of  courthouses 
for  certain  counties  in  that  State,  and  it  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Claims,  made  on  the  28tn  Jan- 
uary last,  unfavorable  to  the  petition  of  Phineas 
Andrews, and  Mr.  Cdlpcper  moved  to  reverse  the 
report;  which  motion  was  negatived,  and  the  re- 
port was  agreed  to. 

On  motion,  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  which 
is  committed  the  bill  making  further  appropria- 
tions of  money  for  continuing  the  work  upon  the 
centre  building  of  the  Capitol,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, was  discharged  irom  the  consideration 
thereo/^  and  it  was  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to  whom  is  committed  the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  support 'of  the  Grovemment 
for  1820. 

MILITARY  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  Military  Es- 
tablishment for  the  year  l820. 

On  the  question  to  concur  in  filling  the  blank 
for  medical,  hospital,  and  quartermaster's  stores, 
with  $500,000,  a  deluite  was  commenced  by  Mr* 
CocKBjOf  Tennessee — opposition  beinff  made  to  it 
by  him  on  the  ground  or  hostility  to  the  Missouri 
expedition. 

The  further  prosecution  of  that  expedition  was 
supported  and  opposed  by  the  following  gentle- 
men: AfrmcUive — ^Messrs.  Simkins,  Stbotber, 
SMrra  of  Maryland,  Cook,  Qcarlbs,  Smith  oi 
Virginia,  Rhea,  and  Sergbant.  Negative — ^Messrs. 
Cocke,  Storrs,  Hardin.  Ross,  and  Foot. 

The  qnestion  being  taken  on  a^reein^  to  the 
proposed  sum  of  $500,000  for  this  item  of  expen- 
diture, it  was  decided  thus :  For  this  amount  70, 
against  it  75. 

So  the  House  refused  to  concur  with  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  in  filling  the  blank  with  this 
mm.  And,  without  proceeding  further  in  the  bill, 
the  House  adjourned,  at  near  4  o'clock. 


Monday,  March  13. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Pindall,  the  House  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  the  motion  submitted  by 
him  some  weeks  ago,  for  amending  the  rules  of  the 
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House,  so  as  to  oblige  the  Stenoffraphers  admitted 
within  the  walls  to  be  under  oath,  &c. 

This  proposition  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Pin- 
dall and  Cannon,  and  was  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Simkins,  Warfield,  and 
Walker. 

On  the  question  to  agree  thereto,  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative,  without  a  division.  So  the  mo- 
tion was  rejected. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  to  wit  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Hard- 
ing, Giles  Harding,  John  Shute,  and  John  Nich- 
ols ;"  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Gabriel  Godfroy  ;*' 
and  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Lefevre" — 
in  which  bills  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this 
House. 

MILITARY  APPROPRIATIONS- 

The  House  then  again  proceeded  to  the  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  the  Military  Establishment  for  the  year 
1820. 

And  the  question .  being  on  filling  the  blank  for 
the  amount  of  appropriation  for  the  Q,uarterma.v 
ter's  Department — ^the  House  having  on  Saturday 
refused  to  fill  it  with  $500,000— 

Mr.  Cook  moved  to  fill  it  with  9400,000;  thus 
reducing  it  a  hundred  thousand,  with  a  view  to 
arresting  the  Mis^uri  Expedition. 

Mr.  Trimblb  moved  to  fill  it  with  $480,000. 
He  intimated  his  opinion,  that,  after  what  had 
passed  indicative  of  the  views  of  this  House,  and 
particular!  V  under  the  present  aspect  of  our  foreim 
relations,  tne  expedition  would  be  restricted  to  the 
Council  Blufis.  But,  even  in  retracing  its  steps, 
&c.,  certain  expenses  must  be  incurred,  to  tne 
same  amount,  or  very  nearly,  as  if  the  expedition 
had  gone  on. 

Now  again  commenced  the  debate  on  the  merits 
of  the  expedition  to  the  Yellow  Stone,  or  rather 
to  the  Mandan  villages  ;  when  the  following  gen- 
tlemen supported  and  opposed  the  prosecution  of 
theexpedition.  Affirmative — Messrs.  Holmes,  Stho- 
TBER,  Brown,  Foro,  Gross  of  New  York,  Cook, 
Nelson,  and  Rhea.  Negative — ^Messrs.  Southard, 
Floyd,  Johnson,  Cocke,  Foot,  and  Storrs. 

Mr.  Holmes  had  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with 
9495,000 ;  being,  in  effect,  a  proposition  to  retain 
the  appropriation  for  the  prosecution  of  the  Mis- 
souri expedition  to  its  ultimate  objects. 

At  the  close  of  the  debate,  the  question  on  this 
proposition  was  decided,  by  yeas  and  nays,  by  the 
following  vote :  For  that  sum,  77  ;  against  it  85. 

On  Nlr.  Trimble's  motion,  the  vote  was  for 
his  motion.  77 ;  against  it,  84. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cobb  to  fill  the  blank  with 
$450,000,  (predicated  on  the  maintenance  of  the 
expedition  at  the  Council  Bluffs,)  the  question  was 
not  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  but  was  decided  af- 
firmatively, oy  a  large  majority ;  and  the  House 
adjourned. 

Tuesday,  March  14. 
Mr.  Smyth,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Aflfairs,  reported  a  bill  concerning  the  Military 
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Academy ;  which  was  read  twice,  ai^d  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Oq  motion  of  Mr.  Slocumb,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  directed  to  inquire,  and  report 
to  this  House,  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  wnat, 
measures  are  necessary  to  he  taken  for  the  greater 
security  of  debts  due  the  United  States  in  conse- 
quence of  certain  loans  of  powder,  lead,  and  other 
munitions  belonging  to  Government,  having  been 
made  to  private  citizens,  by  an  officer  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cobr,  the  President  of  the 
United  States  was  requested  to  communicate  to 
this  House  any  information  which  may  have  been 
received  by  the  Department  of  State,  or  other  Ex- 
ecutive department^  of  the  amount  of  claims  of 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  for  Spanish  spo« 
liations  upon  their  property  and  commerce,  or  those 
for  whicn  the  Spanish  Gfovernment  are  held  re- 
sponsible. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding by  law  for  the  satisfaction  of  unlocated 
warrants,  which  have  issued  to  officers  and  soldiers 
of  the  Virginia  line  on  continental  establishment ; 
and,  also,  for  the  emanation  of  patents,  in  cases 
where  locations  have  been  made,  and  patents  not  ob- 
tained ;  and  Messrs.  Cahf bell,  Beecher,  Nelson 
of  Virginia,  Brown,  and  Sloan,  were  appointed 
a  committee  pursuant  to  the  said  resolution. 

Mr.  Bloomfield  submitted  the  foUowing  reso- 
lution : 

Ruolved^  That  Brigadier  General  Boyd,  of  the  Army 
of  the  United  States  in  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain, 
be  admitted  within  the  House  of  Representa^vea. 

The  said  resolution  being  read,  Mr.  Floyd 
moved  to  lay  the  same  on  the  table ;  which  mo- 
tion was  negatived,  and  the  resolve  was  agreed  to. 

Bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  following  titles,  to 
wit :  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Harding,  Giles 
Harding,  John  Shute^  and  John  Nichols ;  An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Qabriel  Godfroy ;  and  An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Joseph  Lefevre,  were  read  twice,  and 
severally  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  to  wit :  An  act  tor  the  relief  of  Mary  Gassin, 
widow  and  administratrix  of  Patrick  Cassin,  de- 
ceased ;  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Swartwout; 
and  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Rosalie  P.  Deslonde; 
in.  which  last  mentioned  bills  they  ask  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting  a  re- 
port of  the  Fifth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury, "  relative 
to  the  progress  that  has  bc»?n  made  in  building  the 
lighthouse  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,"  ren- 
dered in  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  tne  9th  in- 
stant ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

MILITARY  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  Mili- 
tary Establishment  for  the  year  1820. 

The  item  of  fortifications  next  presenting  itself 
or  consideration — and  the  question  being  on  con- 


currence with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  in 
filling  the  blank  for  the  amount  with  the  sum  of 
eiffht  hundred  thousand  dollars—  • 

Mr.  BuTLEA,  of  New  Hampshire,  said  he  was 
opposed  to  the  appropriation  of  ^00,000  for  forti- 
fication ;  $500,000  only  was  appropriated  last  year, 
and  that  sum  will  continue  the  work  thb  year. 
You  cannot  expect  to  complete  your  works  of  de- 
fence, on  an  extensive  coast,  in  one  year,  nor  in 
many  years.  Very  large  sums  have  been  expended 
in  works  of  defence  annually,  and  more  than  twelve 
millions  have  been  expended  since  the  year  1789. 
Now  our  Treasury  is  empty,  we  are  required  to 
increase  this  expenditure  $300,000.  You  are  told 
that  contracts  are  made ;  that  the  Secretary  wants 
the  money  \  that  he  must  have  it ;  nothing  less 
than  he  demands  will  do.  This  plea  of  necessity 
you  have  at  every  session.  If  you  nropoae  a  re- 
duction of  the  expenditures,  you  are  cnamed  with 
want  of  confidence  in  the  departments.  Thus,  sir, 
you  are  the  humble  servant  of  the  Executive. 
Passing  appropriation  bills  has  become  a  matter 
of  course.  It  is  even  considered  uncivil  to  hesitate 
in  giving  the  sum  demanded.  You  may  as  well 
authorize,  by  a  general  act,  each  Depaiiment  to 
use  what  money  they  mav  want,  if  it  is  in  the 
Treasury,  and,  if  not,  to  loan  it.  You  are  told 
that  you  cannot  refuse  the  money  they  ask.  If 
you  believe  they  waste  the  money,  you  must  im- 
peach them,  or  pass  resolutions  about  them.  Sir, 
the  Treasurer  informs  us  that  there  will  be  a  defi- 
cit of  five  millions  of  dollars :  that  "  whether  we 
augment  the  revenue  or  diminish  the  expenditure, 
a  loan  will  be  necessary."  If  you  propose  a  reduc- 
tion of  the  Army,  there  is  a  cry  of  war,  and  a  war 
bill  is  laid  on  your  table.  If  you  propose  to  abolish 
the  Militarv  Academy,  that  simc  of  dissipation, 
you  are  told  that  military  science  will  be  forgotten, 
and  martial  spirit  and  ardor  will  become  extinct 
in  your  country.  If  you  [U-opose  to  stay  vour  hand 
in  fortifying  your  extensive  coast  and  building 
islands  in  the  sea,  large  specks  of  war  are  seen  ; 
your  cities  will  be  demolished,  unless  the  work  is 
done  without  delav.  Sir,  your  expenditures  are 
increasing  faster  than  jour  revenue.  The  Trea- 
surer informs  us,  in  his  report  on  the  bank,  that 
our  currencv  has  fallen,  in  three  years,  from  one 
hundred  and  ten  millions  to  forty-five  millions  of 
dollars,  and  that  our  exports  have  sunk  in  foreign 
markets  fifty  per  cent ;  that  general  distress  per- 
vades our  country.  If  this  be  correct,  his  estimate 
of  the  revenue  from  customs  will  prove  too  high, 
and,  I  fear,  from  the  sale  of  public  lands  also.  He 
says,  in  tne  same  report,  "whether  commerce, 
splendid  mansions,  or  public  lands,  be  the  object 
of  desire,  the  means  by  which  the  gratification  is 
to  be  secured  are  bank  credits."  Sir,  the  Govern- 
ment, as  well  as  individuals,  must  economize,  oi 
our  situation  will  become  deplorable.  A  public 
debt  is  not  a  public  blessing.  Your  debt  is  now 
about  ninety  millions  of  dollars.  Make  another 
war,  and  add  ninety  millions  more,  and  the  fate 
of  tha  nation  is  fixed.  Economy  and  retrenchment 
seemed  to  be  the  order  of  the  day  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  session.  These  are  delicious  words  to 
the  readers  of  Congressional  speeches;  hox  they 


1637 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


16S8 


Maicr,  1880. 


Military  AppropHaHoM, 


H.  or  R* 


will  soon  depreciate,  like  your  currency,  anlesB 
yoQ  gtTe  them  force  and  meaning  by  your  acta. 
Long  sneeches  about  economy,  sneh  as  we  had 
about  slarery,  will  not  suffice  with  the  people. 
You  must  curtail  your  expenditures,  or  the  people 
will  not  submit  to  your  nower.  They  will  elect 
men  who  will  diminish  tndr  burdens. 

Mr.  Cocke,  opposed  the  filling  the  blank  with 
the  aoBouDt,  and  Mr.  Smith,  ot  Maryland,  de* 
fended  it. 

The  question  wns  decided  affirmatively,  by  yeas 
and  nays,  103  rofes  to  51,  as  follows : 

Teas — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alezsnd^,  Archer  of  Virgl- 
Dts,  Dsldwin,  Baorbour,  Bstemsn,  Bsyly,  Btoomfleld, 
Dodeo,  Blown,  Brush,  Bafivm,  Botlsr  of  Looisiaas, 
Csss,  Cobh,  Cook,  Crawford,  Crowsll,  CudimsD, 
Catfabert,  Bsriington,  Davidson,  DennisoD,  Dswitt, 
DicksnioB,  I>owse,  £arls,  Edwards  of  Connsoti<mt» 
Piibcr,  Floyd,  Fol^sr,  Ford,  Follsr,  Foilerton,  Gross 
of  Now  T<Kk,  Gross  of  Fsansylvsnis,  Guyon,  Hsck- 
lev,  Haliof  Dobwaro,  HibshmsD,  Hill,  Holmss.  Hooks, 
Hostetter,  iohnsooy  Ksot,  Kinsey,  Kinsley,  Lsthrop^ 
Little,  LiDB,  Lowndes,  Lymsn,  Maclsy,  McLsos 
of  Dclawsre,  McLean  of  Kentncky,  Mason,  Meech, 
Meigs,  8*  Moors,  MooslI,  Nei^  Nslson  of  Massscbu- 
sets,  Nelson  of  Virguua,  Nswtoa,  Parker  of  Msssa* 
chusetts,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Pattsrson,  Pbslps,  Phil* 
eon,  Pinckoey,  Pindsll,  Rankin,  Heed,  Rhea,  Rogers, 
Settle,  Silsbee,  Simpkins,  Slocumb^  Smith  of  New 
Jersey,  Smith  of  Msrylsnd,  B.  Smith  of  Virgiais,  A. 
Smyth  of  Virgiois,  Smith  of  North  Csrolinis,  South* 
ard,  SteTens,  Storrs,  Street,  Strong  of  New  York, 
Strother,  Sweartngcn,  Tsrr,  Terrell,  Tompkins,  Trim* 
Ue,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Wallace,  Warfield,  Wen- 
dover.  Whitman,  Williams  of  Virginia,  and  Wood. 

Nirs — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Baker. 
Beecher,  Brysn,  Bnrwell,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire, 
Caanoo,  Ciagett,  Cocke,  CrafU,  Calpeper,  Eddy, 
Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Fay,  Foot,  Forrest,  Hall 
of  Neir  York,  Hardin,  Hazard,  Hemphill,  Herrick, 
Jones  of  Tennessee,  Keadall,  Lincoln,  Jjivermore, 
McCoy,  HcCreary,  Mallary,  Marchsnd,  Metcalf,  R. 
Moore,  Morton,  Bf  urray,  Orerstreet,  Plamer,  Rich, 
Richards,  Richmond,  Rois,  Ross,  Sampson,  Shaw, 
SfaMOk,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Taylor,  Tracy,  Tucker 
of  Ssttth  Carolina,  Upham,  Walker,  and  Williams  of 
North  Oflsliaa. 

The  question  was  also  taken  to  concur  with  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  in  their  amendment  to 
fill  the  blank  attached  to  the  item,  "for  the  Mili- 
tary Academy  at  West  Point,  for  fuel,  maps,  plans, 
books,  and  apparatus,  and  contingent  expenses^" 
with  the  sum  of  ^  eighteen  thousand  three  hundred 
and  twentr-two  dollars ;"  as,  also,  in  their  amend- 
ment to  fill  the  blank  attached  to  the  item, ''  for 
completinc  the  buildings,''  [at  West  Point,]  with 
the  sum  of  "  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars ;" 
and  passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  112,  nays  43, 
as  foUows ; 

YxAS — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Blassa- 
chusetts.  Archer  of  Virginia,  Baker,  Baldwin,  Bar- 
bour, Bateman,  Beecher,  Bloomfield,  Boden,  Brown, 
Bntsb,  Bryan,  Buflaxn,  Burwell,  Butler  of  Ijouisisna, 
Case,  Ck>bb,  Cook,  Crawford,  Crowell,  Cushman, 
Csthbert,  Darlington,  Davidson,  Dennison,'  Dearitt, 
Di^nson,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards 
of  Pennsylvania,  Edwards  of  l^orth  Csrolina,  Fisher, 


Foot,  Ford^  Faller,  Gross  of  Now  York,  Chiyon,  Hsck* 
ley,  Hall  of  New  .York,  Hall  of  Delaware,  Hssard, 
Hill,  Holaiss,  Hoststter,  Johnson,  Jonss  of  Tennessee, 
Kent,  Kiasey,  Kinsley,  Lathrop^  Little,  Lincoln,  Lion, 
Lowndes,  Lyman,  McLans  or  Delaware,  McLean  of 
Kentucky,  Mailaiy,  Marchand,  Mason,  Meedi,  Meigs, 
R.  Mooro,  8.  Moore,  Monell,  Morton,  Nelson  of  Mas- 
sachasetts.  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Parker  of 
Msaaadmsstts,  Patterson,  Phelps,  Pinckney,  Pitcher, 
Plamer,  Eankin,  Reed,  Bhea,  Rich,  ftichmond,  Rogers, 
Ross,  Sampson,  Shaw,  Silsbae,  Simpkms,  Slocamb, 
Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  B.  Smith  of 
Virgiais,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Southard,  Storrs,  Street,  Strong  of  New  York, 
Strother,  Sweariiigen,   Taylor,    Terroll,   Tompkias, 
Tracy,  Trimble,  Tocker  of  Virginia,  Wallace,  Warw 
field,  Wendover,  Whitman,  Williams  of  Virainis,  and 
Wood. 

Nats— Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Bsyly, 
Bntler  of  New  Hampshire,  Campbell,  Cannon,  Ciagett, 
Cocke,  Crafts,  Colpeper,  Fay,  Floyd,  Folger,  Forrest, 
FuOerton,  Gross  of  Pennsylvsnia,  Hardin,  Herrick, 
Hibshman,  Hooks,  KendaH,  Livermore,  McCoy,  Mc- 
Cresry,  Metcalf,  Mnrray,  Nealo,  Overstreet,  Parker 
of  Virginia,  Philson,  Pindall,  Richards,  Ross,  Settle, 
Sloan,  Stevens,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Tsrr,  Tucker  of 
South  Carolina,  Upham,  Walker,  WtlKams  of  North 
Carolina. 

The  question  was  taken  to  concur  with  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  in  their  amendment  to 
fill  the  blank  attached  to  the  item  "  for  cannon 
and  shot,  to  fulfil  existing  contracts,  and  for  the 
purchase  of  flints  and  timber  for  travelling  car- 
riages," with  the  sum  of  '^  forty-three  thousand 
dollars ;"  and  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  blank  was  then  filled  with  the  sum  of  ^'fifty- 
three  thousand  dollars*" 

On  the  question  to  concur  with  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  in  striking  out  .the  clause  mating 
an  appropriation  for  the  completion  of  the  arsenu 
at  Augusta,  in  Georgia — 

Some  debate  took  place  between  Messrs.  Cobb, 
Smith,  of  Maryland,  Rem,  and  CoTHB£RT,on  the 
subject.  When,  on  the  question  being  taken,  the 
House  refused  to  strikeout  that  clause ;  and  ag^reed 
to  fill  the  blank  with  the  sum  of  $27,000,  viz : 
825,000  for  the  completion  of  the  arsenal,  and 
82J^0  for  draining  the  marsh  near  it. 

The  next  item  which  excited  attention,  was  that 
which  embraces  an  appropriation  of  ^,776,000 
for  the  payment  of  the  military  and  Revolutionary 
pensioners.  Hereupon  arose  a  debate.  It  began 
oy  Mr.  Barbour's  objecting  to  the  amount  of  this 
appropriation,  because  of  his  intentioii  to  pro^se 
certain  restrictive  provisions  on  the  subject,  which, 
if  adopted,  would  reduce  the  number  of  Revolu- 
tionary pensioners.  The  debate  was  kept  up  with 
some  animation  until  near  four  o'clock ;  when  the 
House  decided,  by  yeas  and  nays,  to  agree  to  the 
above  amount  of  appropriation,  heing  necessary  to 
thejpayment  of  the  pensions  actually  granted. 

Tne  yeas  and  nays  stood  as  follows : 

TsAS— Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Allen  of  Massacfaa- 
setts,  Allen  of  New  York,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Baker» 
Baldwin,  Bateman,  Bayly,  Bloomfield,  Boden,  Brush, 
Baflom,  Bntler  of  New  Hampshire,  Batler  of  Loa- 
isiana.  Case,  Ciagett,  Clark,  Cook,  Cnshman,  Cuth- 
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iMrt,  Darlington,  Davidson,  Denniaon,  Dtckinson, 
Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticiit,  Edwardt  of  Penanyl- 
▼ania.  Fay,  Folger,  Forreat,  Fuller,  Groaa  of  New 
York,  Grofa  of  PennayUania,  Guyon,  Hall  of  New 
York,  Hardin,  Hazard,  Hemphill,  Hibahman,  Hill, 
Holmea,  Kendall,  Kent,  Ktnaley,  Latfarop,  Little,  Lin- 
coln, Livermore,  Lyman,  Maclay,  McCreary,  Mallary, 
Mason,  Meech,  Meiga,  R.  Moore,  8.  Moore,  Moneli, 
Morton,  Murray,  Neale,  Nelaon  of  Maaaacknaetta, 
Nelaon  of  Virginia,  Kewton,  Parker  of  Maaaachuvetta, 
Patterson,  Phelpa,  Pinckney,  Pitcher,  Plumer,  Rhea, 
Richmond,  Rogers,  Rats,  Sampaon,  Shaw,  Silsbee, 
Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
Southard,  Stevena,  Storra,  Street,  Strong  of  New 
York,  Taylor,  Tompkins,  Tracy,  Upham,  Wallace, 
Wendover,  Whitman,  and  Wood — 94. 

Nats —  Meaara.  Alexander,  Archer  of  Virginia, 
Barbour,  Beecher,  Brown,  Bryan,  Burwell,  Camp- 
bell, Cannon,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Crafts,  Crawford,  Crow- 
ell,  Culpeper,  Edwarda  of  North  Carolina,  Ervin, 
Fiaher,  Floyd,  Foot,  FuUcrton,  Hall  of  Delaware, 
Hooka,  Hostetter,  Johnson,  Jonea  of  Teooesaee,  Kin- 
aey,  Linn,  Lowndea,  McCoy,  McLano  of  Delaware, 
McLean  of  Kentucky,  Metcalf,  Overstreet,  Parker 
of  Virginia,  Philson,  Pindall,  Rankin,  Reed,  Rich, 
Rtchanla,  Ross,  Settle,  Siropkins,  Slocumb,  B.  South 
of  Virginia,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North 
Carolina,  Strother,  Swearingen,  Tarr,  Terrell,  Tucker 
of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Walker, 
Williams  of  Virginia,  and  Williams  of  North  Caro- 
lina— 67. 

The  amendments  reported  by  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  being  gone  througn,  the  said  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. 


Wednesday,  March  15. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  War.  transmitting  statements  of 
the  sums  which  have  been  actually  paid,  since  the 
peace  establishment,  to  the  general  officers  and 
their  staff,  specifying  particularly  on  what  account, 
to  whom,  and  when  paid,  rendered  in  obedience 
to  the  resolution  of  the  7th  of  January  last ;  which 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hooks,  the  Committee  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  having 
buoys  placed  on  certain  parts  ot  the  coast  and  in- 
lets of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  to  direct  ves- 
sels in  to  the  different  channels. 

Accompanying  the  abore  resolution,  is  a  letter 
from  the  Gbvernor  of  North  Carolina  to  Mr. 
Hooks,  enclosing^  a  report  of  the  civil  engineer 
of  that  State,  showing  the  necessity  of  placing 
buoys  on  its  coast  and  inlets. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ran  kin^  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  were  instructed  to  mquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  establishing  a  nort  of  entry  at  the 
mouth  of  Pascagoula,  in  the  State  of  Mississippi. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Shaw, 

RtMolced,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  he  direct- 
ed to  lay  before  this  House  the  amount  of  money  re- 
ceived under  the  act  providing  for  the  deduction  of  two 
per  cent,  from  the  sale  of  prizes  captured  by  private 
armed  vessels,  and  condemned  und^r  the  lawa  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  for  the  benefit  of  the  disa- 
bled officeia  and  aeamen  of  snch  private  armed  vesaela; 


alao  the  number  of  invalid*,  together  with  the  amount 
of  the  peoaiona  charged  upon  that  fund,  aa  well  aa  the 
amonnt  paid  to  the  widows  and  children  of  auch  offi- 
cers and  seamen,  alain  in  auch  service,  and  the  anjouot 
of  the  balance,  if  any,  remaining  in  tho  handa  of  the 
Treasurer,  of  the  above  fund  unapplied. 

Mr.  Slocumb  moved  that  the  House  do  now  pro- 
ceed to  consider  the  joint  resolution  submitted  by 
him  on  the  6th  instant,  to  fix  the  period  for  the  ter^ 
mination  of  the  present  Congress.  The  motion 
was  negatived. 

Bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  foUowing  titles,  Co 
wit :  1.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Cassin,  wido'w 
and  administratrix  of  Patrick  Cassin,  deceased; 

2.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  S  wartwout ;  and, 

3.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Rosalie  P.  Dedonde ; 
were  severally  read  twice  and  referred,  the  first  and 
third  to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  and  the  second 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled,  ''An  act  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States  for  the  year  1820,"  w^s  read  the  third  time^ 
and  passed. 

GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  remainder  of  the  day  was  spent  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  appropriation  bill  for  the 
payment  of  the  civil  list. 

Considerable  discussion  took  place  on  some  of 
the  items  of  tho  bill  -,  particularly  on  that  appro- 
priating the  salary  of  a  thousand  dollars  to  the 
reporter  of  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  A 
motion  to  strike  out  that  clause  failed  by  a  large 
majority. 

The  Committee  had  not  gone  through  the  bill 
at  half-past  three  o'clock,  when  the  Committee 
rose^  reported  progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit 
again. 

Thursoay,  March  16. 

Mr.  Beegbbr,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, reported  ''A  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary 
of  State  to  cause  the  laws  of  Michigan  Territory 
to  be  printed  and  distributed ;"  which  was  read 
twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third 
time  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ervin,  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  so  far  altering  the  law  for 
selling  real  estate  tor  taxes,  in  the  said  District,  as 
to  allow  to  minors  the  right  of  the  equity  of  re- 
demption, two  years  after  they  shall  have  attained 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  by  complying  with 
the  conditions  now  required  by  law. 

Mr.  Foot  submitted  the  following  resolution : 

lUsolved*  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  aod  Means 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  rrpeai- 
ing,  or  amending  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate 
and  fix  the  compensation  of  the  clerks  in  the  di&rent 
offlcep/'  passed  April  20,  1818. 

The  resolution  bein^  read,  was  amended,  by 
striking  out  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means^ 
and  inserting  a  select  committee;  and  the  question 
being  taken  on  agreeing  to  the  said  resolution,  aa 
amended,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 
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GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  remainder  of  the  day  was  occupied  in  de- 
bate on  the  ciyil  appropriation  bill ;  and  chiefly  on 
the  clause  which  proposes  an  appropriation  of  one 
hundred  and  forty-one  thousand  dollars  '^for  com- 
pleting the  contracts  for  constructing;  the  road  from 
Wa^mgtcm,  Pennsylvania,  to  Wheeling,  made 
during  the  year  1817." 

On  this  there  was  a  rather  animated  debate; 

Mr,  Slocumb  having  moved  to  strike  it  out  of  the 

}h\L      The  objections  to  it  were,  principally,  1. 

To  the  power  of  Congress  to  construct  roads  at  all ; 

and,  2.  To  the  nature  of  the  contracts,  some  of 

which  it  was  suggested  had  originated  in  collusion 

and  fraud. 

After  deciding  the  question  on  Mr.  Slocdmb's 

motion  in  the  negative,  the  Committee  rose,  and 
the  House  adjourned. 


Friday,  March  17. 

Mr.  SAMpeoif  presented  a  petition  of  Moses  Elias 
Levy,  stating  that  he  has  lately  arrived  in  the 
United  States,  and  intends  to  become  a  citi2en 
thereof,  as  soon  as  the  laws  upon  the  subject  of 
naturalization  will  permit;  and  praying  that  he 
mav,  in  the  mean  time,  be  authorized  to  purchase 
and  bold  real  estate  in  the  territories  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. — ^Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bills  from  the  Senate  of 
the  following  titles,  to  wit :  ^'An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Frederick  Goetz  and  Carl  W.  Westphal,  and  of 
the  heirs  of  Abraham  Neppes,  deceased ;"  and  ''An 
an  aet  for  therdief  of  Qabriel  Godiroy,"  made  re- 
ports thereon,  and  recommending  that  the  said 
ittlJs  be  postponed  indefinitely. 

The  said  bills  and  repeats,  severally,  were  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WiLUAJfs  also  reported  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  '*An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mary 
Cassia,  widow  and  administratrix  of  Patrick  Cas- 
an,  deceBLsed,"  without  amendment,  and  the  bill 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 


momw. 

Mr.  SifiTB,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Wars  and  Means,  to  whom  was  rderred  the  bill 
from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Robert  Swartwout,"  reported  the  same  without 
amendment,  and  it  was  committed  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  RoBSBTsoN  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

ReMoi9ed,  by  the  Senate  and  Htnue  of  IUpre»enta' 

iiwet  vftke  iJnited  SUUa  of  Ameriea  in  Congreoa  «•- 

wembud.  That  the  coo  ten  I  of  Congress  be,  and  the 

•aoi*  is  herel>7»  given  to  a  compact,  or  agreement, 

made  and  concloded  by  sod  between  the  Slates  of 

KentDcfcy  ai»d  Teoneesee,  at  Frankfort,  in  Kentucky, 

OB  the  second  day  of  February,  1820,  to  adjuat  and 

eetabiish   the  bonndary  lino  between  them,  and  for 

other  parpO00i. 

The  resolution  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 
An  engrossed  bill  to  anthorize  the  Secrefliry  of 


State  to  cause  the  laws  of  Michigan  Territory  to  be 
printed  and  distributed,  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Presioent 
OP  THE  United  States,  which  is  as  follows: 
To  the  Hotue  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States : 

It  being  stipulated  by  the  fourth  article  of  the  arti- 
cles of  agreement  and  cession,  entered  into  on  the  34th 
of  April,  1802,  with  the  Stote  of  Georgia,  that  the 
United  Sutes  should,  at  their  own  expense,  extin- 
guish, for  the  use  of  that  State,  as  soon  as  it  might  bo 
done  on  reasonable  terms,  the  Indian  title  to  all  lands 
within  its  limits;  and  the  Legislature  of  Georgia  being 
desirous  to  mske  a  further  acquisition  of  said  lands  at 
this  time,  presuming  that  it  may  be  done  on  reasons- 
ble  terms ;  and  it  being  also  represented  that  property 
of  considerable  value,  which  had  been  taken  by  the 
Creek  and  Cherokee  Indians  from  citizens  of  Georgia, 
the  restoration  of  which  had  been  provided  for  by  diP 
ferent  treatios,  but  which  has  never  been  made,  it  is 
proposed  to  hold  a  treaty  with  those  nations,  and  more 
particularly  with  the  Creeka,  in  the  course  of  this 
Summer ;  fur  the  attainment  of  these  objects,  I  submit 
the  subject  to  the  considerstion  of  Congress,  that  a 
sum  sdequate  to  the  expeoaea  attending  such  a  treaty 
may  be  appropriated,  ahould  Congress  deem  it  expe- 
dient. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Wasbixotor^,  Marth  17,  1820. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Another  Message  was  received  from  the  Prbsi- 
OEMT  OF  THE  Unitbd  Statbs,  which  is  as  follows: 

To  the  House  of  ReprestntaHtes : 

I  trsnsmit  to  Congress  a  report  from  the  Secretaiy 
of  the  Treasury,  accompanied  wif  h  statements  of  the 
snnnal  expenditures  made  in  the  construction  of  the 
rosd  leading  from  Cumberland,  in  the  State  of  Mary- 
land, to  the  Sute  of  Ohio,  from  the  year  1806  to  the 
year  1830. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

WAsaiHBTOir,  March  17, 1830. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  abo  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  filLL. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  appropriation  bill  for  de- 
fraying the  civil  expenses  or  the  Goyernment. 

Mr.  Cobb,  of  Georgia,  moved  to  amend  the 
same,  by  inserting  the  following  appropriation : 

<*  For  holding  a  treaty  with  the  Creek  and  Chero- 
kee nations  of  Indians,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  a 
further  extinguishment  of  the  Indian  title  to  all  the 
lands  within  the  limits  of  Georgis,  porsnant  to  tho 
fonrth  condition  of  the  first  article  of  the  articlee  of 
agreement  and  cession  concluded  between  tbe  United 
States  and  tbe  State  of  Georgia,  on  the  34th  day  of 
April,  1803,  the  earn  of  thirty  thousand  dollars." 

Mr.  Cobb  followed  his  motion  with  the  follow- 
ing remarks: 

Mr.  Chairman,  although  the  subject-matter  of 
the  motion  just  submitt^  may  excite  but  little 
interest  in  the  Committee,  on  account  of  its  local 
application,  yet  it  is  one  of  rery  great  importance 
to  the  State  of  Georgia.    It  is  the  same  which 
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was  submitted  by  me  a  few  {Says  past^  daring  the 
discussion  of  the  military  a{^ropriation  bill,  but 
which  was  withdrawn,  from  a  suggestion  that  it 
could  be  attached  to  this  bill  with  greater  pro- 

friety.  Uninteresting  as  my  remarks  may  prove, 
ask  the  patient  indulgence  of  the  Committee  to 
a  plain  statement  of  facts,  showing  not  simply  the 
propriety  of  the  appropriation,  but  an  undoubted 
obli^tion  on  the  ueneral  GoYernment  to  accom- 
plish the  purposes  for  which  it  is  asked,  as  soon  as 
possible.  If  this  obligation  is  not  shown,  I  shall 
not  expect  my  motion  to  succeed. 

The  object  of  the  appropriation  is  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  a  treaty  or  treaties  with  the  Creek 
and  Cherokee  Indians,  for  obtaining  an  extin- 
guishment of  their  title  to  all  the  lands  within 
the  limits  of  Georgia,  according  to  the  stipulations 
of  the  agreement  referred  to  in  the  motion.  From 
the  public  priAts  mv  colleagues  and  myself  have 
learned  that  this  suoject  has  eoffaged  the  serious 
attention  of  the  Legudbture  of  the  State  of  €kor- 

e'a,  at  their  late  session,  and  that  a  memorial  has 
«n  addressed  by  that  body  to  the  Executive  of 
the  United  States,  remonstrating  against  a  longer 
delay  in  fulfilling  this  agreement.  Although  it 
would  seem,  from  the  terms  in  which  this  docu- 
ment is  mentioned  in  the  newspapers,  that  the 
Senators  and  Representatives  from  Greorgia  were 
required  to  afford  their  aid  in  giving  to  it  some 
effect,  it  is  acknowledged  on  my  part,  and  I  pre- 
sume I  may  make  the  same  acknowledgment  for 
the  wh(^e  delegation,  that  no  notice  of  its  trans- 
mission has  been  received,  either  from  any  person 
in  the  State  of  G^ivia,  or  at  this  place.  But  a 
knowled^,  however  derived,  that  the  Legislature 
of  Georgia  have  acted  upon  this  subject^  is  deemed 
of  sufficient  authority  oy  me  for  bringing  the 
claims  of  that  State  before  Congress,  which  is  the 
only  branch  of  the  Government  before  which  I 
could  venture  to  offer  them,  without  being  deemed 
officious.  It  is  true  that  claims  from  Georgia 
have  not  heretofore  met  with  the  most  favorable 
reception  even  from  Congress,  but  this  circum- 
stance shall  not  deter  me  from  discharging  my 
duty. 

At  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  in- 
deed at  a  much  later  period,  the  State  of  Georgia 
found  herself  possessed  of  an  extensive  territory, 
with  very  limited  pecuniary  resources,  and  a  pop- 
ulation inconsiderable  as  to  numbers.  In  addition 
to  the  extent  of  sux&ce  now  embraced  within  lier 
boundaries,  she  claimed,  by  an  uudoubted  title,  all 
that  fine  r^ion  of  country  now  forming  the  States 
of  Mississippi  and  Alabama,  with  the  exception 
of  that  portion  of  West  Florida  which  1ms  been 
added  to  them.  By  the  adoption  of  the  Fedecal 
Constitution,  in  common  with  the  other  States, 
she  imposed  upon  herself  a  prohibition  to  make 
war,  or  conclude  treaties,  and  thus  lost  the  power 
•to  extingubh  the  Indian  tide  to  the  lands  she  thus 
claimed,  by  conquest  or  purchase ;  and  it  is  worthy 
of  remark,  that,  after  this  event,. the  General  Gov- 
ernment never  did  extinguish  the  Indian  title  to 
one  acre  of  her  lands  for  her  benefit,  until  after 
the  conclusion  of  the  articles  of  agreement  and 
cession.    The  consequence  wa^,  that  her  popula- 


tion and  resources  were  but  little  increased  for  a 
period  of  fifteen  years.  Her  wish,  united  with  her 
inability,  to  increase  them,  induced  her  to  yield  to 
the  invitation  of  the  Government  of  the  Union, 
and  on  the  24th  April,  1802,  the  cession  was  made. 
It  is  true  that,  in  this  instrument,  another  consid- 
eration ($ly^O,000)  is  mentioned.  But  it  will 
not  be  contended  that  this  inconsiderable  sum  can 
be  declared  an  adequate  price  for  the  relinquish- 
ment of  a  territory  so  extensive  and  valuable. 
Indeed,  it  is  mentioned  in  the  first  condition  of 
the  first  article,  that  this  sum  was  paid  by  the 
United  States  ^*  as  a  consideration  for  the  expenses 
incurred  by  the  State  of  Georgia  in  relation  to  the 
said  territory."  How  and  upon  what  account 
these  expenses  were  incurred,  I  am  not  fully  in- 
formed, nor  is  it  necessary  to  be  shown.  That 
considerable  debts  were  contracted,  and  that  some 
of  them  probably  yet  remain  unpaid,  I  have  strong 
reasons  to  believe.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that 
the  leading  consideration  was  that  which  I  have 
mentioned — a  desire  to  extend  the  boumis  of  her 
white  p<^ulation,  and  thus  to  increase  her  stresg^h 
and  her  respectability  in  the  Union. 

To  judge  simply  by  the  £iee  of  the  map,  it 
would  appear  that  the  State  of  Gieoigia  yet  has 
an  extent  of  territory  reserved  to  herself  equal,  or 
nearly  equal,  in  square  miles  to  any  other  State  in 
the  IJnion.  This  is  admitted.  But  let  it  not  be 
thence  inferred  that  she  will  be  equally  rich  and 
populous.  Fully  one-half,  and  perhaps  more,  of 
that  surfiice,  is  of  that  description  of  land  called 
pine  barren,  and  is  remarkable  only  for  its  poverty. 
Another  portion  is  too  mountainous  and  sterile  to 
admit  of  a  dense  population.  Perhaps,  also,  it 
may  not  be  generally  understood  in  the  ComHik- 
tee,  that  the  Indian  title  to  fullj  oneNhalf,  and 
probably  the  most  valuable  halt,  of  the  lands 
within  the  boundaries  of  the  State  is  yet  unestin- 
ffuished.  Fully  two-thirds  of  the  part  to  whieh  it 
Has  been  extinguished  is  of  the  descriptioQ  I  have 
mentioned,  to  wit :  a  wild  barren  lyaste  of  pine 
lands,  or  mountain  peaks  and  ridges  not  more  sas- 
ceptible  of  eultivation.  Her  vauiaUe  lands  are 
yet  possessed  by  the  Indians.  To  these  circam- 
stances  are  to  be  attributed  the  small  population  of 
the  State,  and  the  paucity  of  her  Rqnesentatives 
on  this  floor.  Suroassed  in  extent  of  aadace  by 
few  other  States,  Georgia  is  yet  called  one  of  the 
small  States.  The  Committee  will  be  able  to 
judge  whether  she  intended  to  &x  opan  heneif 
this  title^  after  hearing  the  following  portion  of 
the  articles  of  cession  read.  The  fourai  condition 
of  the  first  of  those  articles  is  as  follows : 

•'That  the  United  States  ihsll,  at  their  own  ex- 
pense, eztingiiieh,  for  the  nee  of  Georgia,  as  eariy  as 
^e  same  can  be  peaceably  obtained  «n  reasoaafale 
term*,  the  Indian  title  to  the  ooanty  of  TallasMe; 
and  the  Sands  left  out  bj  the  line  drawn  widi  the 
Creeks,  in  the  year  1796,  which  had  been  premoaly 
granted  by  the  State  of  Ckorgia,  both  which  tracts 
had  formerly  been  yielded  by  die  Indians,  and  to  the 
lands  within  the  forks  of  Oconee  and  Oakmnlgee  rir- 
era,  for  which  several  oljects  the  President  of  the 
United  States  has  directed  that  a  treaty  should  be 
immediately  held  with  the  Creeks,  and  that  the  United 
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Staiei  flhallv  in  the  atme  manner,  tlso  extinfraish  the 
Indian  title  to  all  the  other  lands  within  the  State  of 
GeorKMu" 

Before  I  proceed  forther,  to  inquire  whether  the 
United  States  have  fulfilled,  as  far  as  they  could, 
this  condition,  it  may  not  he  improper  to  mention 
that  the  "coanty  of  Tallassee''  was  a  strip  of 
pine  barren  land  of  little  value.  *'  The  land  left 
oat  by  the  line  drawn  with  the  Creeks  in  1798*' 
was  another  strip  of  about  thirty  miles  in  length 
and  four  in  breadth,  also  of  little  value.  Although 
once  yielded  fay  the  Indians,  possession  of  these 
had  been  resumed,  in  consequence  of  an  improper 
marking  of  the  line  between  the  whites  and  In- 
dians. The  ^'  lands  in  the  forks  of  Oconee  and 
Oakmulgee  rivers"  were  obtained  soon  after  the 
execution  of  the  articles,  and  are  the  only  val- 
uable lands  which  have  been  since  acquired  "  for 
the  nse  of  Georgia." 

In  remarking  upon  the  clause  of  the  article  just 
read.  I  request  the  Committee  to  observe,  that  in 
anottopart  of  the  contract  it  is  called  an  "express 
condition,"  and  that  the  cession  of  territory  by 
Georgia  is  declared  to  be  ''  subject  thereto."  Noth- 
ing can  be  more  explicit  than  is  the  nature  and 
extent  of  the  obligation  imposed  upon  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  by  this  condition. 
"  They  shall,  in  the  same  manner,  that  is,  "  at 
their  own  expense,"  and  ''as  early  as  the  same 
can  be  fieaceaoly  obtained  upon  reasonable  terms," 
also  extingish  the  Indian  title  to  all  the  other  lands 
within  the  State  of  Greorgia."  The  words  suflR- 
ciently  explain  themselves,  and  lead  at  once  to  the 
inquiry.  Has  this  condition  been  complied  with 
by  the  Federal  Grorernment?  Has  this  obliga- 
tion been  discharged,  or  even  facilities  to  its  spe^y 
discharge  created  ?  It  is  demonstrable  that  the 
United  States  have  done  neither  the  one  nor  the 
other.  A  particular  reference  to  the  words  and 
terms  of  all  the  treaties  which  have  since  been 
held  with  the  Creek  and  Cherokee  Indians  would 
prove  more  tiresome  than  instructive.  I  will  only 
advert  to  them  from  memory,  promising  to  give 
more  particular  explanations  if  necessary.  Irith 
the  exception  of  the  treaty  or  treaties  alluded  to 
in  the  clause  as  being  ''directed"  for  obtaining 
the  lands  in  the  forks  of  the  Oconee  and  Oak- 
mulgee rivers,  no  others  were  subsequently  held 
with  the  Creek  Indians  by  which  any  lands  were 
acquired  for  Georgia  until  the  Treaty  of  Fort 
Jackson,  in  1814.  By  that,  the  United  Suites 
acqnired,  for  themselves,  that  fine  rich  region  since 
formed  into  the  State  of  Alabama.  Could  not 
this  obligation  of  the  General  Grovernment  have 
then  been  dischar^d  ?  Could  not  an  extensive  and 
valuable  acquisition  have  then  been  obtained,  of 
lands  within  the  limits  of  Georgia  1  What  cause 
cooid  have  prevented  it  f  If  it  was  thought  im- 
politic that  the  whole  acquisition  should  be  within 
Geoigia,  why  not  a  part?  Shall  I  be  told  that  a 
part  was  in  Georgia  f  It  is  true — ^but  such  a  part ! 
so  poor,  so  barren  is  its  quality,  ^circumstances 
that  must  have  been  known,)  as  tnat,  instead  of 
being  of  use,  and  valuable,  it  proved  a  burden  upon 
the  people  of  the  S tate.  If  brought  into  market  to- 
morrow, it  would  not  command  a  price  sufficient 


to  discharge  the  expense  of  surveying  it :  and  it  is 
a  fact,  that,  for  this  very  reason,  the  Legislature 
of  Georjo^  have  never  directed  it  to  be  surveyed 
until  within  the  last  year.  It  may  be  possible, 
however,  that  more  could  not  have  oeen  acquireu 
in  Georgia.  I  will  not  say  it  could.  But  I  can 
discover  no  i;eason  why  it  could  not.  Since  this 
period,  some  other  lands  have  been  purchased  of 
the  Creeks,  but  they  are  too  inconsioerable  to  be 
further  noticed. 

With  the  Cherokees  also,  various  treaties  and 
various  purchases  of  land  have  been  made,  but  not 
for  the  ^'use  of  Georgia,"  or  in  the  fulfilment  of 
the  articles  of  cession.  The  lands  situated  in  the 
Great  Bend  of  Tennessee,  forming  the  rich  county 
of  Madison,  have  been  purchased.  At  that  time 
an  extinguishment  of  Indian  title  to  lands  in  Geor- 
gia could  have  been  obtained.  The  Cherokee 
land,  adjacent  to  the  Gkoreia  frontier,  is  of  a  qual- 
ity inferior  to  those  of  Madison  county.  The 
Cherokees  could,  therefore,  have  had  no  objection 
to  selling  the  former  in  preference  to  the  latter. 
It  may  well  be  doubted,  however,  whether  this 
contract  with  Georgia  was  then  even  thought  of. 
Since  that  period  other  purchases  have  been  made 
of  the  Cherokees,  but  for  whom?  Partly  for 
Georgia,  I  admit^  but  the  land  is  of  little  value. 
With  the  exception  of  the  reservations  made  in 
favor  of  particular  Indians^  the  larger  portion  of 
it  is  unfit  for  profitable  cultivation,  and  none  of  it 
rich.  It  differs  from  the  land  obtained  for  Geor- 
gia, by  the  Treaty  of  Fort  Jackson,  in  this — the 
one  is  a  flat  pine  barren  country ;  the  other  scarcely 
less  barren,  but  mountainous.  The  purchases  of 
value  whicn  have  been  made  are  situate,  not  in 
Georgia,  but  in  Tennessee,  with  whom,  or  whose 
parent,  (North  Carolina)  no  such  contract  exists, 
for  the  extinguishment  of  the  Indian  titles.  In 
thus  alluding  to  the  acquisition  of  land  made  by 
Tennessee  to  the  e^'ident  injury  of  Georgia,  I 
would  not  be  understood  as  envying  the  prosperity 
of  that  State ;  I  feel  no  such  envy,  nor  do  the 
people  of  the  State  I  in  part  represent.  On  the 
contrary,  I  but  use  their  own  lanmiage,  in  saying 
that  they  always  rejoice  on  beholding  the  rapid 
march  of  any  of  the  States  to  respectability.  But, 
as  I  have  said,  by  express  contract  no  obli^tion 
is  imposed  upon  the  United  States  to  extinguish  the 
Indian  title  to  lands  in  Tennessee ;  yet  it  has  been 
rapidly  extinguished  to  the  whole  or  them,  with  a 
very  small  exception,  and  the  population  of  Ten- 
nessee now  does,  or  shortly  will,  extend  from 
North  Carolina  to  the  Mississippi ;  and  after  the 
next  census,  in  all  human  probability,  her  repre- 
sentation uj)on  this  floor  will  be  double  that  of 
Georgia.  In  adverting  to  this  system  of  favorit- 
ism, (I  know  no  better  name  for  it,)  I  would  do  it 
rather  as  a  fact,  by  which  to  show  the  obligation 
of  the  United  States,  under  this  contract,  to  be 
increased  and  strengthened,  if  possible,  and  not 
for  the  purpose  of  manifesting  any  jealousy  at  the 
rising  greatness  of  that  State.  It  is  her  duty  to  pro- 
mote her  own  interests  in  the  best  manner  she  can. 
But  I  have  a  right  to  show,  that,  in  thus  contribut- 
ing to  the  prosperity  of  Tennessee,  the  General 
€k)vemment  have  forgotten  their  obligations  to 
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Georgia,  who  was  one  of  "  the  good  old  thirteen 
States,"  as  they  have  been  called ;  who  aided  in 
the  struggle  for  independence ;  feebly  indeed,  but 
with  all  the  resources  she  possessed,  and  who 
yielded  a  country  almost  a  little  empire  in  itself  for 
the  express  purpose  of  obtaining  the  means  of  more 
speedily  acquiring  the  portion  she  had  reserved 
for  herself.  To  mis  very  end  were  the  articles  of 
cession  concluded.  She,  however,  has  the  mortifi- 
cation to  discover  that  her  exertions  have  been  in 
vain,  or  have  only  retarded  the  end  she  had  in 
view.  States  whose  names  were  scarcely  known 
a  few  years  past,  have  sprung  up  around  her. 
Kentucky.  Ohio,  Illinois,  Indiana,  and  in  the  very 
territory  she  ceded,  Mississippi  and  Alabama,  have 
all  been  formed  and  admitted  into  the  Union  since 
the  adoption  of  the  Constitution.  With  an  extent  of 
boundary  that  should  place  her  upon  an  equality 
with  any,  she  is  likely  to  be  outstripped  by  all  of 
them.  She  alone,  of  all  these,  seems  doomed  to 
be  a  "  small  State." 

I  have,  heretofore,  inquired  whether  the  United 
States  had  increased  the  facilities  to  the  discharge 
of  their  obligation  under  these  articles  ?  I  much 
fear  that  all  the  measures  they  have  pursued  with 
Indians  have  had  a  contrary  tendency.  Let  us 
look  at  the  fa  cts.  Two-thirds  of  the  Creek  nation, 
and  the  whole  of  the  Cherokee  nation,  with  one 
exception,  are  within  the  State  of  Georgia.  By 
wars,  and  by  treaties,  the  Indians,  instead  of  hav- 
ing been  driven  from  ner  frontiers  nave  been  driven 
upon  them.  Urged  from  the  confines  of  Tennes- 
see, Alabama,  and  Florida,  they  are  now  pent  up 
within  that  portion  of  their  nation  which  is  in 
the  limits  of  Georgia,  within  that  very  portion  to 
which  the  United  States,  eighteen  years  ago,  en- 
gaged to  extinguish  their  title.  If  rumor  is  to  be 
credited,  their  numbers  are  soon  to  be  increased  by 
the  Indians  of  Florida,  who  are  to  be  removed  in 
the  event  of  the  ratification  of  the  late  treaty  with 
Spain.  I  will  say  no  more  on  this  subject,  except 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  one  other 
act  to  which  the  United  States  are  a  party ;  I  mean 
an  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Fort  Jackson,  upon 
which  I  shall  leave  the  Committee  to  place  their 
own  construction.  The  second  article  of  that 
treaty  is  as  follows : 

**  The  United  Sutes  will  guaranty  to  the  Creek  na- 
tion the  integrity  of  all  their  territory  eastwardly  and 
northwardly  of  the  said  line,  to  be  run  and  deeeribed 
ma  mentioned  in  the  first  article/' 

Now,  the  Creek  territory  east  and  north  of  this 
line  is,  for  the  most  part,  m  the  State  of  Georgia. 
To  suppose  that  this  article  means  nothing,  would 
be  doing  injustice  as  well  to  those  who  negotiated 
the  treaty  as  to  the  Government  which  ratified  it. 
Against  whose  claims  or  pretensions,  unless  those 
of  Georgia  are  intended,  or  for  what  objects,  was 
this  ''  guaranty  of  integrity  of  territory"  made  ?  It 
is  not  ray  intention  to  answer  the  question.  The 
words  are  plain,  and  can  as  well  be  understood  by 
the  Committee  as  by  me.  I  will  only  oWrve  that 
the  article  has  a  strange  coincidence  with  other 
acts  of  the  Government,  inspiring  a  belief  that  the 
power  of  executing  its  contract  with  Georgia  has 
been  voluntarily  placed  beyond  its  control. 


At  present,  I  know  of  no  other  method  by  which 
this  condition  of  the  cession,  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  can  be  performed,  but  by  a  removal 
of  the  Indians.  That  this  measure,  under  any  cir- 
cumstances, would  be  good  policy,  will  not  be 
doubted.  In  1817,  the  people  of  Georgia  were  in- 
spired with  a  hope  that  this  would  be  speedily  done, 
under  a  treaty  concluded  with  the  Cherokees  by 
Governor  McMinn,  and  Generals  Jackson  and 
Merri wether.  By  this  an  arrangement  was  made 
for  the  removal  of  a  large  part  of  that  nation  to 
territory  of  the  United  States  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi. A  part  of  the  nation  have  removed.  The 
arrangement,  substantially,  was  an  exchange  of 
territory.  A  census  was  to  be  taken,  and  in  the  pro- 
portion of  the  numbers  who  might  mif^te  to  the 
west,  lands  on  the  east  of  the  Mississippi  should 
be  ceded  to  the  United  States.  However  great 
the  hope  of  substantial  benefit  the  State  of  Geor- 

Sia  might  sustain  from  this  treatv,  she  has  been 
isappointed  in  the  result.  Indeed,  the  whole  ar- 
rangement seems  to  be  at  an  end.  Although  all 
the  Indians  inhabiting  the  "  lower  towns"  (and,  of 
course,  principally  in  Georgia,)  were  de»rous  of 
removing  only  twelve  months  before,  it  seems  by  a 
subsequent  treaty,  concluded  at  this  place  in  1819,  • 
that  a  "  greater  part  of  the  Cherokee  nation"  now 
desire  to  remain  on  the  east  of  the  Mississippi  ^'  in 
order  to  commence  those  measures  necessary  for 
their  civilization,  and  the  preservation  of  their  na- 
tion." It  is  true  that  by  each  of  these  cessions 
more  lands  were  yielded  by  the  Indians.  But.  as 
usual,  the  valuable  part  of  them  is  within  otner 
States,  with  whom  the  United  States  have  no  con- 
tract. Unproductive  hills  and  mountains  are  the 
portion  of  Georgia.  When  she  may  look  forward 
for  the  execution  of  this  contract,  so  necessary  for 
her  prosperity,  I  cannot  tell.  Of  one  thing  I  am 
certain,  if  not  speedily  done,  I  shall  lose  all  hope 
of  its  ever  being  performed. 

The  motion  was  supported  also  by  Mr.  CiTTa- 
BERT  and  Mr.  Abbott  of  Georgia.  Messrs.  R  bba, 
LivERHORE,  and  Campbell,  also  engaged  in  tiie 
debate. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  by  a  large  majority. 

In  the  progress  of  the  bill,  a  motion  was  made 
to  strike  out  of  the  appropriation  for  the  expenses 
of  the  commission  imder  the  5th  article  of  the 
Treaty  of  Ghent,  so  much  as  provides  a  compen- 
sation for  an  asent  under  that  treaty ;  and^  after  a 
short  debate,  the  motion  was  agreed  to  without  a 
division. 

Mr.  WoonBRiDOB  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
introducing  an  appropriation  of  twenty  thousand 
dollars,  to  defray  the  expenses  of  extinguishing  the 
Indian  title  to  land  in  tne  Territory  ot  Michigan. 

The  motion  was  supported  by  Mr.  Woodbbidoe 
and  Mr.  Ross,  and  was  agreed  to  without  a  di- 
vision. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  House  with 
sundry  amendments;  and  the  question  presented 
itself  on  concnrring  in  certain  of  the  amendments. 

Some  discussion  took  place  on  several  of  them. 

On  the  question  to  concur  with  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  in  filling  the  blank  for  the  appropri- 
ation of  one  hundred  and  forty-one  thousand  del- 
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Ian,  to  be  applied  to  the  pavment  for  contracts 
made  in  the  year  1817  for  making  the  great  Cum- 
berland road,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  taken,  and 
stood — for  the  appropriation,  90 ;  against  it,  66 ;  as 
follows : 

Yiit— MeMT*.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Ten- 
nessee, ADderKm,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Bayly,  Beccher, 
Bloomfield,  Brown,  Brash,  Botler  of  Lonisiana,  Camp- 
bell, Case,  Cobb,  Cook,  Crawford,  Crowell,  Calpeper, 
Cosibinao,  Cathbert,  Darlington,  Davidson,  Eddy,  Er- 
vio,  Fisher,  Foller,  Follerton,  Grots  of  New  York, 
Gayon,  Hall  of  Delaware,  Hardin,  Hazard,  Hendricks, 
Herrick,  Hibahman,  Hill,  Holmes,  Hostetter,  Jones  of 
Virginia,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kent,  Kinsey,  La- 
throp.  Little,  Lincoln,  Lowndes,  Lyman,  Maclay,  Mc- 
Creary,  McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentackj, 
Mason,  Mercer,  Metcalf,  Murray,  Neale,  Nelson  of 
Massacbosetts,  Newton,  Patterson,  Philson,  Pinckney, 
Pindall,  Pitcher,  Plumer,  Rankin,  Reed,  Rich,  Robert- 
son, Ross,  Sergeant,  Silsbee,  Simkios,  Sloan,  Smith  of 
New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  B.  Smyth  of  Virginia, 
Stereos,  Storra,  Street,  Strong  of  New  York,  Swcsr- 
ingen,  Tarr,  Terrell,  Tomlioson,  Trimble,  Tucker  of 
Virginia,  VanRenaMlaer,  Wallace,  Warfietd,  and  Wil- 
liams  of  Virginia. 

Nats — ^Mcsara.  Adams,  Allen  of  Massachusetts, 
Baker,  Baldwin,  Barbour,  Bateman,  Boden,  Bryan, 
BnfTam,  Bnrwell,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Cannon, 
Ciagett,  Clark,  Cocke,  Crafts,  Dennison,  Earle,  Ed- 
wards of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina, 
Tbj,  Floydf  Folger,  Foot,  Ford,  Forrest,  Groaa  of  Penn- 
syirania,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  North  Carolina, 
Heister,  Hooks,  Johnson,  Kendall,  Kinaley,  Linn,  Mc- 
Coy, Mallary,  Marchand,  Meigs,  R.  Moore,  S.  Moore, 
Morton,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  OTcratreet,  Parker  of 
Massachusetts,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Phelps,  Randolph, 
Rbca,  Richards,  Richmond,  Rogers,  Russ,  Sampson, 
Seule,  Shaw,  Slocumb,,  Smith  of  North  Carolina, 
Strong  of  Vermont,  Strother,  Tompkins,  Tracy,  Tucker 
of  Sooth  Carolina,  Wendover,  Williams  of  North  Car- 
olina, and  Wood. 

So  the  appropriation  was  concurred  in. 

Objection  was  made  to  the  appropriation  of  six 
thousand  dollars  for  paying  to  Mr.  Trumbull  the 
third  pavmeat  oa  account  of  his  contract  for  four 
Natiooai  Paiotio^;  on  the  delivery  of  the  second 
of  which,  now  nearly  completed^  this  money  viil 
le  payable  to  him.  The  principal  objection  to 
the  appropriation  was,  that  the  money  is  not  yet 
dae. 

The  appropriation  passed,  in  the  end,  by  76 
▼otestoDi;  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 


Satubdat,  March  18. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cbowell,  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  ^were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  establishing  a  lighthouse  on  Mobile 
Poin^  in  the  State  of  Alabama. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  An  uerbon,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
Tiding  by  law  more  effectuall]^  for  reclaiming 
persons  held  to  serrice  or  labor  in  one  State,  and 
escaping  therefrom  into  another  State,  and  that 
the  Committee  hare  leave  to  report  by  bill,  or 
otherwise;  and  Messrs.  ANnERSOif,  Pin n all,  and 
Storrs,  were  appointed  the  said  committee. 


The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  suspend,  for  a  further 
time,  the  sale  or  forfeiture  of  lands  for  failure  in 
completing  the  payments  thereon,  was  reported  by 
Mr.  Anobrson,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  without  amendment. 

After  some  conversation  between  Messrs.  Cobb, 
Hbnoricks,  McCot,  and  Taylor,  as  to  the  proper 
course  to  be  given  to  it,  whether  it  should  be  com- 
mitted, read  a  third  time  at  once,  or  laid  on  the 
table ;  the  last  course  was  adopted,  yeas  66,  nays 
52,  and  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Anoerson,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  whom  had  been  referred  the  bill  to 
change  the  mode  of  disposing  of  the  public  lands, 
(from  credit  to  cash,  ^.,)  reported  the  same  with 
amendments. 

[The  amendments  propose  to  strike  out  all  that 
part  of  the  bill  which  changes  the  sales  from  credit 
to  cash  payments.] 

After  a  short  discussion,  as  to  the  proper  dispo- 
sition of  the  bill,  it  was  committed  to  a  uommittee 
of  the  Whole. 

The  engrossed  bill  makioe  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  Government  for  the  year  1820,  was  read 
the  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for 
concurrence. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  centre 
building  of  the  Capitol,  and  for  other  purposes, 
passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the 
sums  inserted  bv  the  Committee,  ($111,789  for  the 
centre  building,)  agreed  to  by  the  House,  and  the 
bill  was  orders  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSIONS. 
The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  on  the  biH  to  amend  the  act  of  March 
18th,  1818,  providing  pensions  for  persons  engaged 
in  the  land  and  naval  service  in  the  Revolutionary 
war.    This  bill  provides — 

Sic.  I.  That  to  all  persona  who  aro  now,  or  may 
hereaflar  be,  placed  on  the  pension  list  of  tbe  United 
Sutaa  by  virtae  of  the  act  of  tbe  18th  of  March,  181B, 
there  ahall  be  paid  the  following  sums,  to  wit :  to  every 
officer  who  aerved  for  the  term  of  nine  months,  and  for 
a  term  leaa  than  three  years,  the  aum  of  two  hundred 
and  forty  doUara  per  annum,  to  be  paid  for  and  during 
the  term  of  three  years  only ;  to  tbooe  who  served  for 
the  term  of  three  years  or  longer,  the  sum  of  two  bun- 
dred  and  forty  dollars  per  annum,  to  be  paid  for  and 
daring  the  term  of  three  yeara  only ;  and  afterwards, 
during  life,  the  sum  of  one  handred  and  eighty  dollars 
per  annum ;  to  every  non-commissioned  officer,  mu- 
sician, mariner,  msrine,  or  private  soldier,  who  served 
for  the  term  of  nine  months,  and  for  a  term  of  less 
than  three  years,  ninety-six  dollars  per  annum,  to  be 
paid  for  and  daring  the  term  of  three  years  only  ;  to 
thoee  who  aerved  for  the  term  of  three  years  or  longer, 
ninety-aiz  dollars  per  annum,  to  be  paid  for  and  during 
the  term  of  three  yeara  only ;  and  aAerwards,  during 
life, aeventy-two  dollars  per  annum:  And,proviiM, 
That  the  suma  already  paid  to  any  pensioner  under 
tbe  said  act,  shall  be  considered  aa  constituting  part  of 
tbe  aoms  directed  to  be  paid  aa  aforesaid. 

SxG.  3.  That  the  pensions  allowed  by  virtue  of  the 
act  of  1818  ahall  be  paid  to  such  persons  only  as  shall, 
in  addition  to  the  oath  required  by  that  act,  take  and 
aubacribe,  in  open  court,  in  the  county  in  which  they 
leaide,  the  following  oath :  **  I,  A  B,  do  solemnly  swear 
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that  I  wu  a  ntident  cittien  of  the  United  States,  on 
the  18th  day  of  March,  1818;  and  that  I  have  not, 
ttnoe  the  said  18th  of  March,  disposed  of  my  property, 
or  any  psrt  thereof,  except  for  the  necessary  support 
of  myself,  (or  myself  and  familvi  as  the  ease  may  be,) 
or  in  the  payment  of  my  jast  debts,  and  that  I  do  not 
now  possess,  nor  have  I  power  to  command  the  means 
for  obtaining  for  myself  (or  myself  and  family,  as  the 
case  may  be,)  a  comfortable  support  for  the  time  being. 
8o  help  me  God."  The  original  of  which  said  oath 
shall  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  county, 
for  the  inspection  of  grand  jurors  and  others,  and  a 
certified  copy  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War : 
and  the  court  shall  have  direction  either  to  prcTent  or 
refuse  the  oath,  as  the  facts  shall  appesr  to  justify ;  the 
party  taking  the  oath,  to  be  subject  to  the  pains  and 
penalties  of  perjury  for  false  swearing.  And  in  every 
case  where  the  pensioner  is  insane,  and  incapable  of 
taking  an  oath,  a  certificate  of  the  facts,  under  the 
direction  of  the  court,  shall  be  deemed  equivalent  to 
the  above  recited  oath. 

Mr.  Bloomfield  rose,  and,  after  stating  the 
contemplated  effect  of  this  bill,  entered  into  a  par- 
ticular nistory  of  the  progress  of  the  act  of  1818, 
through  the  two  Houses,  the  different  features  it 
assumed,  and  its  ultimate  shape,  compared  with 
the  bill  originally  reported  by  the  committee,  of 
which  he  was  chairman,  to  show  that  that  com- 
mittee are  innocent  of  having  produced  the  embar- 
rassments which  had  grown  out  of  that  act.  To 
try  the  question  whether  the  House  was  willing  to 
repeal  the  existing  act,  he  concluded  by  moving  to 
strike  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Canmon  moved  to  amend  the  section,  by 
striking  out  all  that  part  of  the  first  section  whico 
allows  to  officers  higher  pensions  than  what  is 
allowed  to  privates.  It  would  be  perceived,  Mr. 
C.  said,  that  the  object  of  this  amendment  was  to 
place  the  officers  of  the  Revolutionary  army,  on 
the  same  footing  as  the  soldiers  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary army.  He  had  no  wish  to  repeal  the  act, 
but  this  bill  contained  a  principle — that  of  discrim- 
ination— ^which  he  could  not  reconcile  to  his  mind ; 
any  other  mode  would  be  better  than  this — they 
were  all  citizens  and  were  all  entitled,  in  an  act  of 
bounty,  to  an  equal  quantum  of  relief,  and  to  enforce 
this  opinion  Mr.  C.  argued  at  some  length.  Mr. 
C.  however,  waived  his  motion  to  give  way  for 
an  amendment,  which  Mr.  Barbour  intimated 
his  intention  to  offer,  which  embraced  what  Mr. 
C.  had  in  view. 

Mr.  Barbodr  then  submitted,  by  way  of  amend- 
ment, the  followinfi^  provisions,  m  lieu  of  those 
contained  in  the  bill : 

Be  it  enaded,  ^c.  That  every  person  who  now  is, 
or  hereafter  may  be,  placed  on  the  penaion  list  of  the 
United  States,  by  virtue  of  an  act  of  Congress,  entitled 
'<An  act  to  provide  for  certain  persons  engaged  in  the 
land  and  naval  service  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
Revolutionary  war/'  passed  the  18th  of  March,  1818, 
who  served  for  the  term  of  nine  months,  and  for  a  term 
less  than  three  years,  shall,  so  soon  as  he  shall  have  re- 
ceived the  amount  of  two  years*  pension,  as  allowed 
him  by  the  said  act,  be  forthwith  stricken  from  the 
pension  roll ;  and  every  person  who  now  is,  or  here- 
after may  be,  placed  on  the  pension  list  of  the  United 
States,  under  the  act  aforesaid,  who  served  for  the  term 


of  three  years,  or  longer,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive 
the  amount  of  the  pension  allowed  htm  bj  «aid  aet, 
for  the  term  of  two  years,  from  the  date  of  hia  deda- 
ration,  and  afterwards,  daring  Itle,  ^— —  dollars  per 
annum. 

Sac.  2.  And  be  it  further  enaetedt  That  no  poraon 
who  now  is,  or  hereafter  may  be,  placed  on  tike  ponaien 
list  of  the  United  States,  by  virtue  of  the  act  aforsand, 
shall  hereafter  receive  any  part  of  the  psoviaion  to 
which  he  may  be  entitled  by  the  said  act,  aa  amonded 
by  the  provisions  of  this,  which  shall  be  doe  and  poy- 
able  after  that  which  became  due  4th  Match,  1820, 
until  he  shall  have  exhibited  to  some  couit  of  record  in 
the  county,  city,  or  borough,  in  which  he  residoa,  a 
schedule,  subscribed  by  him,  containing  hia  Vfhole  es- 
tate, (wearing  apparel  excepted,)  and  shall  have,  before 
the  said  court,  taken  and  subscribed  the  Ibllowing  oath 
or  affirmation,  to  wit :  *'  I,  A  B,  do  aolemnly  awear  or 
affirm,  (as  the  case  may  be,)  that  I  was  a  residont  cU- 
ixen  of  the  United  Sutes  on  the  18th  day  of  March, 
1818,  and  that  I  have  not,  aince  that  time,  by  ffilU  aale, 
or  in  any  manner  whatever,  disposed  of  my  property, 
or  any  part  thereof,  with  intent  thereby  so  to  dimtniah 
it,  as  to  bring  myself  within  the  proviaiooa  of  an  act 
of  Congress,  entitled  <*An  act  to  provide  for  certain 
persons  engaged  in  the  land  and  naval  serviee  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  Revolutionary  war,"  posaad  the 
18th  March,  1818 ;  and  that  I  have  not,  nor  has  any 
person  in  trust  for  me,  any  property  ;  nor  hsTo  I  any 
securities,  contracts,  or  debts  due  to  me,  other  than 
what  is  contained  in  the  schedule  now  delivered,  and 
by  me  subscribed** — nor  until  the  pemon  s^plyin^  for 
payment  of  a  pension,  shall  produce  to  the  Secretsu-y 
of  War  a  copy  of  the  aforesaid  schedule  and  oath  or 
affirmation,  duly  certi6ed  by  the  clerk  of  the  court  to 
which  the  said  schedule  was  delivered,  and  befi»re 
which  the  said  oath  or  affirmation  waa  tnken  and 
subscribed,  together  with  the  opinion  of  the  aatd  court, 
also  certified  by  their  clerk,  of  the  value  of  the  prop- 
erty contained  in  the  said  schedule :  Provided,  That 
in  every  ca«e  in  which  the  pensioner  may  be  ioaane, 
the  court  may  receive  said  schedule  without  the  afore- 
said oath  or  affirmation,  from  the  committee  or  other 
person  authorized  to  take  care  of  such  insane  person. 

Ssc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  oiigi- 
nal  schedule,  and  oath  or  affirmation,  shall  be  filed  in 
the  clerk's  office  of  the  court,  to  which  the  8c:hedule 
should  be  exhibited,  and  before  which  the  aaid  oath  or 
affirmation  shall  be  taken  and  subscribed;  and  any 
person  who  shall  swear  or  affirm  falsely  in  the  prem- 
ises, and  be  thereof  convicted,  shall  suffisr  as  for  wi^ed 
and  corrupt  peijuiy. 

Sac.  4.  And  be  it  further  enaeted,  That  the  act  to 
which  this  is  an  amendment,  shall  bis  so  conatmed  as 
that  no  person  shall  be  entitled  to  its  provisions,  whose 

property  is  of  the  value  of dollars,  which  value 

shall  be  taken  from  the  estimation  of  the  ooort,  to 
which  the  schedule  ahall  exhibited,  and  which  is  here- 
inbefore required  to  be  certtfied  to  the  Secigtarr  of 
War. 

Sxc.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  so  nocsh 
of  the  act  of  the  18th  of  March,  1818,  entitled  «<An  act 
to  provide  for  certain  persons  in  the  land  and  naval 
service  of  the  United  States  in  the  Revolutioaaiy  war*' 
as  is  inconsistent  with  the  proviaiona  of  thia  act,  ahall 
be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Mr.  Barbour  explained  to  the  Oonunittee  the 
substantial  obiect  of  his  amendment.     The  first 
,  object,  as  would  be  seen  by  the  first  eection,  "was 
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to  repeal  the  law,  as  to  all  those  who  had  senred 
for  a  tena  less  than  three  years  after  they  shall 
hare  received  their  {wnsions  for  two  years,  and 
to  ccHitinue  pensions  for  life  to  all  those  who  had 
served  three  years  and  upwards,  to  officers  and 
soldiers  an  eqoal  som,  after  they  also  shall  have 
received  two  years'  pension  according  to  the  act 
of  181S. 

Mr.  B.  then  proceeded  to  state  a  good  deal  at 
lar^  the  indacements  which  operated  on  him  in 
voting  for  the  act  of  1818.  He  had  voted  for  that 
law  under  the  best  feelings.  He  was  willing  to 
do  an  act  of  benevolence;  and  he  had  been  influ* 
eneed,  he  confessed,  not  a  little  by  the  impressive 
langnase  of  his  honorable  friend  from  New  Jer- 
sey. (Mr.  Bloomfield,)  who  had  himself  been  a 
coaspicnoos  actor  in  the  scenes  of  the  Revolution, 
and  who  had  introduced  and  advocated  the  bill 
of  1818;  but  In  giving  his  sanction  to  that  act 
of  benevolence,  Mr.  B.  had  no  idea  that  it  would 
produce  so  vast  a  consumption  of  the  public  re- 
^iources.  According  to  ike  report  of  the  committee 
of  1818,  it  was  expected  that  the  maximum  of 
peosioBs  to  be  allo^ved  would  be  about  two  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars;  but  what  was  the  fact? 
It  was  now  found  that  they  exceeded  that  amount 
by  about  ffteentmm,  Mr.  B.  was  then,  and  was 
yet,  willing  to  perform  towards  the  soldiers  of  the 
kevolution  an  act  of  benevolence,  but  not  at  a  cost 
which  the  nation  was  not  prepared  to  pay. 

As  to  the  proposed  repeal  being  inconsistent 
with  the  honor  oi  the  nation,  or,  as  was  said,  in- 
consistent with  a  vested  right,  Mr.  B.  observed, 
he  was  not  among  those  would  do  anv  thing  that 
was  inconsistent  with  either,  and  yet  ne  was  pre- 
pared to  vote  for  a  very  considerable  modification 
of  the  law.  He  argued  that  the  pensions  granted 
could  not  be  deemed  a  vested  right;  that  the  act 
was  one  of  gratuitous  bounty,  and  not  of  justice ; 
because,  had  it  been  denianded  by  iustice,  it  could 
have  known  no  distinction ;  that,  beinff  an  act  of 
charity,  it  continued  at  the  option  of  the  Giovem- 
ment ;  and  this  opinion  Mr.  B.  illustrated  by  va- 
rious arguments.  In  voting  for  this  modification 
he  did  no  violence  to  the  benevolenee  which  dic- 
tated the  first  act,  because  a  man  was  not  bound  to 
extend  charity  to  the  injury  of  his  own  family.  To 
contiane  the  act  unmodified  would  be  injurious 
and  unjust  to  a  larse  portion  of  the  people  of  this 
nation,  as  it  would  be  necessary  to  raise  tne  amount 
required  by  it  by  laying  taxes  either  directly  or 
indirectly ;  and  he  wished  that  the  state  of  the 
Treasury  mifht  not  be  such  as  to  coerce  the 
House  wtotne  imposition  of  direct  taxes.  Let 
the  Committee,  Mr.  B.  said,  cast  a  look  over  the 
country  and  see  if  there  were  not  thousands  and 


tens  of  thousands  on  whom  the  tax  would  ifdl,  who 
were  as  poor,  and  infinitely  poorer,  than  thousands 
of  those  pensioners  for  whom  the  tax  would  be 
laid,  dsc. 

Mr.  B.  again  adverted  to  the  details  of  his 
amendment.  He  had  singled  out  those  who  had 
served  three  years  and  upwards,  because  it  was 
they  who  bore  the  heat  and  bnmt  of  the  war— of 
the  campaigns  of  77,  '78,  and  '79 — ^in  the  fields  of 
Monmouth,  of  Princetim,  of  Bennington,  of  Bran- 


dywine,  dtc.  A  great  part  of  the  nine  and  twelve 
months'  men,  were  substitutes,  and  in  addition  to 
their  pay  from  their  country,  received  pay  as  sub- 
stitutes— ^in  many  cases,  he  had  understood,  they 
were  double  substitutes,  serving  successive  tours  as 
such.  Mr.  B.  thought  ail  who  continued  to  receive 
pensions,  ought  to  be  put  on  an  equal  footing ;  the 
sum  allowed,  he  would  make  sumcient  to  provide 
for  them  food  and  clothing ;  further  than  this,  it 
was  utterly  impossible  for  the  Government  to  fo. 
In  fixing  the  allowance,  the  comfortable  subsist- 
ence of  the  individuals  was  all  that  could  be  pro- 
vided for :  he  could  not  think  of  takine  their  fam- 
ilies into  view,  or  entering  into  considerations  of 
former  affluence,  &c.  To  provide  relief  with  such 
views,  or  to  that  extent,  would  be  beyond  the  abil- 
ity of  the  nation  to  pay,  without  resorting  to  the 
means  before  alluded  to,  of  laying  taxes  on  the 
people,  &c.  In  support  of  the  opinions  which  he 
advanced  in  the  course  of  his  remarksj,  Mr.  B.  en- 
tered into  a  number  of  arguments  and  illustrations 
which,  in  this  brief  notice,  cannot  be  presented. 

Mr.  CcLPEpER  was  willing  to  strike  out  the  first 
section  of  the  bill,  not  however  to  accept  the  sub- 
stitute oflfered  by  Mr.  Barbour,  but  to  a^ee  to  the 
best  provisions  to  guard  against  imposition.  He 
wished  the  act,  in  other  respects,  to  stand  as  it  was ; 
he  would  not  strike  off  one  cent  of  what  these  men 
were  justly  entitled  to  by  the  existing  act.  Mr.  C. 
said  he  knew  what  it  was  to  be  a  soldier  himself, 
and  to  serve  when  a  morsel  of  bread  was  a  luxury. 
Many,  however,  took  the  benefit  of  this  act  who 
were  not  entitled  to  it,  and  he  would  do  every 
thine;  to  guard  against  that  abuse ;  but  further  he 
would  not  ffo.  He  was  against  reducing  the  offi- 
cer to  the  level  of  the  soldier.  Their  habits  were 
different,  Mr.  C.  said,  and  their  talents,  and  their 
wants :  the  officer  was  of  more  value  to  the  coun- 
try, and  it  would  be  a  bad  example,  and  injurious 
hereafter  to  the  interest  of  the  nation  to  put  them 
on  the  same  footing.  He  thought  the  distinction 
made  in  the  act  was  a  good  one,  and  he  would  not 
consent  to  change  it. 

Mr.  Anderson,  of  Kentucky,  avowed  himself 
decidedly  opposed  to  the  repeal  of  the  law,  and 
consequently  against  Mr.  Barbour's  amendment, 
but  he  would  support  every  proposition  tendins;  to 
give  the  act  a  fair  and  strict  construction ;  and  he 
would  therefore  take  those  parts  of  Mr.  B.'s  amend- 
ments which  went  to  that  object.  Mr.  A.  said  he 
was  afraid  he  might  have  been  wrong  in  voting  for 
the  act  of  1818,  but  he  was  sure  he  should  be  right 
in  voting  against  its  repeal.  The  bounty  had  been 
freely  onered  and  continued  two  years,  and,  whe- 
ther right  or  wron?  originally,  he  would  not  with- 
draw it.  He  was  also  opposed  to  the  levelling  prin- 
ciple. That  feature  he  nad  been  in  favor  of  when 
the  act  was  under  consideration;  but  Congress 
then  determined  against  it — the  distinction  be- 
tween officers  and  privates  had  existed  two  years, 
and  he  was  averse  now  to  disturbing  it.  Mr.  A. 
said,  the  bounty  had  been  voluntarily  offered  by 
Congress ;  the  soldiers  of  the  RevoluUon  had  been 
invited  to  come  forward  and  receive  this  boon  at 
the  hands  of  a  grateful  country;  and  would  it  be 
generous  or  becoming,  because  it  was  found  to 
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take  more  money  than  was  expected,  now  to  re- 
voke the  bounty?  Mr.  A.  thought  not,  and  spoke 
at  some  length  in  support  of  nis  opinions.  He 
concluded  by  saving  that  if  the  law  was  defective, 
or  not  sufficiently  ffuarded,  he  would  give  it  addi- 
tional safeguards ;  but  he  would  not  repeal  it,  or  so 
modify  it  as  to  reduce  the  allowance  of  an  officer 
from  two  hundred  and  forty  to  ninety-six  dollars. 
The  Committee  then  rose,  obtained  leave  to  sit 
again,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


MoNnAY,  March  20. 

Mr.  Butler,  of  Louisiana,  presented  a  remon- 
strance and  memorial  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  State  of  Louisiana,  remonstrating  a£[ainst  the 
existing  mode  of  adjusting  claims  to  land  of  a 
particular  description  in  that  State,  and  sus^esting 
sundry  improvements  in  such  system;  which  re- 
monstrance and  memorial  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to  which  is  committed 
the  *'  Bill  supplementary  to  the  several  acts  for  the 
adjustment  of  land  claims  in  the  State  of  Lou- 
isiana and  Territory  of  Missouri.*' 

Mr.  B.  also  presented  another  memorial  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Loubiana, 
praying  a  grant  of  a  lot  of  public  land,  as  a  site 
for  a  seminary  of  learning  at  Point  Coupee;  and, 
also,  for  a  grant  of  fortv  acres  of  public  land,  as  a 
funa  to  enable  the  inhaoitants  of  roint  Coupee  to 
keep  up  a  certain  portion  of  the  adjacent  levee ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands. 

The  Speakjbr  laid  before  the  House  a  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  War  upon  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam Esenbeck,  referred  to  him  on  the  10th  in- 
stant ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SiLSBEE.  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Afiairs,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  entitled 
*^  An  act  authorizing  the  employment  of  an  addi- 
tional naval  force/*  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to- 
morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr*  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs  were  instructed  to 
consider  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for 
the  payment  of  a  gun  and  gun-carriage,  taken  bv 
the  enemy  and  destroyed,  at  the  battle  of  Norta 
Point,  on  the  12th  September,  1814. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  fur- 
ther appropriations  for  continuing  the  work  upon 
the  centre  Duilding  of  the  Capitol,  and  other  pub- 
lic buildings,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

PROMULGATION  OP  THE  LAW8. 

Mr.  Pino  ALL,  from  the  select  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  of  the  7th  ultimo,  in  relation  to  the  publica- 
tion of  the  laws  in  the  newspapers,  made  a  re- 
port thereon;  which  was  read;  when  Mr.  P., 
Dy  leave  of  the  House,  reported  a  bill  to  amend 
the  act  entitled  **An  act  to  provide  for  the  publi- 
cation of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  purposes;"  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  The  report  is  as  fol- 
lows: 


The  ooramittea  to  whom  was  referred  tlie  letter  of 
the  SecreUiy  of  State,  of  the  7th  FobruaTj,  1820,  in 
relation  to  the  publicmtion  of  the  laws  in  the  newopa- 
pcn,  report:  That  the  act  of  the  20th  of  April,  1818» 
made  an  unoecetsaiy  increase  of  the  compeii«ation 
payable  to  the  proprietors  of  newspapers  for  the  pab- 
lication  of  the  laws.  There  had  been  no  diffieolty  in 
procuring  the  publication  at  the  price  previonsly 
cstabliabed,  and  it  is  believed  that  the  SacreCarj  of 
State,  who  is  now  forced  by  law  to  giTo  the  increased 
compensation,  could,  if  authorized  to  use  hie  discre- 
tion, have  the  business  performed  on  as  reasonable 
terms  as  before  the  act  of  1818. 

The  committee  cannot  believe  that  the  act  of  2d 
March,  1799,  (since  re^nacted  and  extended  to  the 
Territories,)  providing  for  the  pablicaliont  in  one 
newspaper  of  each  State,  and  authorizing  the  publica- 
tion in  three  of  the  papers,  when  the  publication  in 
one  should  be  found  insufficient,  was  paased,  under 
any  expectation  that  the  expense  of  publication  ia 
three  newspapers  of  every  State  would  Im  incarred, 
or  that  it  would  at  any  time  be  found  requisite  to  em- 
ploy two  newspapers  in  each  of  the  towne  of  IVew 
Haven,  Wilmington,  Lexington,  and  Natehex,  whilst 
none  were  employed  in  Riehmond,  Predericlubar^, 
Petersburg,  Fredericklown,  Lancaster,  or  Lonisrvitle ; 
or  that  the  publication  of  the  laws  in  the  city  <if  Rich- 
mond ahould  be  suspended,  merely  that  they  might 
be  printed  in  a  county  adjacent  to  the  Ciatrict  of  Co- 
lumbia, where  three  newspapers  were  engagod  at  the 
expense  of  Government  in  the  same  buaiaeaa;  or  that 
newspapers,  scarcely  known  out  of  the  oonntj  in 
which  they  were  published,  and  of  a  Tery  limited  cir> 
cttlation  within,  would  have  been  selected  for  thia  pur^ 
pose ;  but,  that  the  law  has  been  thns  executed,  ii 
evidenced  by  the  letter  referred  to  the  committee. 

Newspaper  publication  might  afford  a  cheap  method 
in  multiplying  copies  of  the  public  acts.  Few,  how- 
ever, in  proportion  to  the  whole  number  of  the  patrons 
of  the  press,  read  those  publications,  and  still  fevrer 
preserve  them ;  and,  for  all  practical  porposes,  the 
publication  in  volumes  or  pamphlets  is  foaod  to  be 
more  advantageous. 

On  subjecu  of  great  national  eoneem,  the  interest 
of  popular  editors  usually  will  (as  it  has  hithexto  done) 
fumiah  a  sufficient  inducement  to  inform  their  cus- 
tomers of  the  transaetiona  of  the  Government. 

The  public  derives  but  small,  if  any,  adTantage, 
from  the  newspaper  puUtcation  of  Indian  treaties ;  al- 
though their  ioaertion,  aa  appeals  by  the  letter  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  is  among  the  canses  of  increasing 
the  expenditure  for  promulgating  the  laws,  from  leas 
than  five  t^%  thousand  dollars  in  1816,  to  near 
twenty  thouaond  dollars  in  1820. 

The  sum  payable  on  each  newspaper  ia,  ia  most 
instances,  sufficiently  large  to  make  GoTemment  the 
best  customer  to  the  proprietor;  and  has  aometimes 
been  found  sufficient  to  establish  or  continae  small 
printing  esUblishmenU  in  the  country.  In  the  opin- 
ion of  the  committee,  the  preeent  law  is  not  Jess  ob- 
jectionable by  reason  of  its  evident  tendency  to  confer 
on  the  Sute  Department  a  direct  patronage  and  in- 
fluence (useless  or  pernicious)  over  many  of  the 
sixty-nine  presses  which  the  Government  has  taken 
into  iu  employment  But,  as  the  laws  in  relation  to 
the  imposts  and  public  lands,  sometimes,  on  their 
psssage,  become  of  immediate  public  interest  in  cer- 
tain aections  of  the  country,  the  comroiiteee  think  a 
modification  will  be  preferable  to  a  repeal  of  the  law. 
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Amming  the  mtimate  of  the  Secretary  of  SiatCi 
it  will  be  foimd»  that,  by  reducing  the  namber  of  newa- 
papers  to  twenty -five,  in  the  Statee  and  Territoriea, 
and  one  in  the  Diatrict  of  Columbia,  reatoring  the  old 
price  for  the  printera,  and  diapeosing  with  thia  manner 
of  publiahiog  Indian  treatiea»  the  expenditure  in  rela- 
tion to  the  lawa  of  the  preaent  aeaaion  will  be  reduced 
from  19,750  dollara,  to  4,678  dollara  and  thirty-four 
cents;  sad,  with  a  Tiew  to  effect  that  object,  the  com- 
mittee herewith  report  a  bill. 

CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 
Mr.  Storrs,  from  the  Commitiee  on  Roads  and 
Canals,  reported  the  following  bill : 

Be  it  tnaUed,  ^c.  That  the  Preaident  of  the  United 
Slates  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  cause  to  be 
erected  on  the  national  road  leading  from  Cumberland, 
in  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  the  river  Ohio,  ao  many 
toll-houses,  gatea,  and  tumpikea,  aa  in  hia  opinion  will 
be  neceiaary  and  soificient  to  collect  the  dutiea  and 
tolla  hereafter  mentioned,  from  all  peraona  travelling 
on  the  same,  to  be  erected  at  aoch  placea  aa  he  ahall 
detenntoe :  Fromded^  That  the  number  of  auch  gatea 
and  tornpikea  ahall  not  exceed  twelve,  nor  be  leaa  than 
ox ;  and  each  gates  and  tnrnpikea  ahall  be  erected  at 
a  distance  not  leaa  than  ten  milea  from  each  other. 

Sic.  2.  And  be  ii  further  enaeiedj  That,  aa  aoon  aa 
the  said  gatea  and  tnrnpikea  ahall  be  erected,  the  Prea- 
ident of  the  United  States  ia  hereby  authorized  to  ap- 
point toU-gathercra  to  collect  and  receive,  of  and  from 
every  person  or  peraona  using  the  said  road,  the  tolla 
and  duties  hereinafter  mentioned,  at  each  of  the  said 
gafes — that  'u  to  aay  :  For  each  score  of  aheep  or  a  wine, 
six  centa:  for  each  acore  of  cattle,  twelve  centa;  for 
every  chariot,  coach,  coachee,  or  phston,  twenty-five 
cents ;  for  every  almge,  wagon,  or  other  four-wheeled 
ciirisge  for  the  conveyance  of  paaaengera,  drawn  by 
four  horsea,  twelve  centa ;  for  every,  cart,  sleigh,  or 
iled,  drawn  by  two  oxen  or  horses,  six  centa ;  and  for 
every  additional  horse  or  ox,  two  cents;  for  every 
vsgon  drawn  by  two  horses,  eight  cents ;  and  for  every 
additional  horae,  foar  cents ;  for  each  peraon  and  horae, 
nx  eenta ;  for  each  chaise,  aulky,  or  one-horae  wag- 
on, six  centa.  And  it  ahall  be  lawful  for  any  of  the 
toll-gatberera  to  atop  any  person  or  peraona  riding, 
leading,  or  driving*  any  horsea,  cattle,  aheep,  awine, 
anlky,  phsBlon«  coach,  coachee,  chariot,  chaiae,  cart, 
wagon,  sleigh,  or  other  carriage,  of  burden  or  pleaaure, 
from  pawDg  throagh  the  gatea  or  tumpikea,  until  he 
or  they  ibaU  have  reapectively  paid  the  toll  above  ape- 
cified:  Frmidedf  That  nothing  in  thia  act  ahall  be 
constiiied  so  aa  to  authorize  any  toUa  to  be  received 
or  collected  (rom  any  person  paaaing  to  or  firom  public 
worahip,  oi  to  or  from  hia  common  buaineaa  on  hia 
farm,  or  to  or  from  a  funeral,  or  to  or  from  a  mill : 
And  prmiedfJuriAer,  That  no  toll  ahall  be  received 
or  collected  for  the  paaeage  of  any  wagon  or  carriage 
laden  with  the  property  of  the  United  States;  or  any 
cannon  or  aflitary  atorea  belonging  to  the  United 
States,  or  any  of  the  Statea  compoaing  thia  Union ;  or 
any  peraon  or  persona  on  dn^  in  the  military  aervice 
of  the  United  8tatea;  or  the  militia  of  any  of  the 
Sutea. 

Sac.  3.  And  be  it  furthtr  enaeiedy  That,  if  any  of 
the  toU-gatherers  shall  unreaaonably  delay  or  hinder 
any  pasaeoger  or  traveller  at  any  of  the  gatea,  or  ahall 
demand  or  receive  more  toll  than  ia  by  thia  act  estal>- 
Eshed,  he  shall,  for  each  and  every  auch  oflbnce,  for- 
feit and  pay  to  the  party  so  aggrieved  the  anm  of  ten 
dollara. 


Sac.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any 
peraon  who  ahall  uae  the  aaid  road,  ahall,  with  a  view 
to  evade  the  payment  of  the  tolla  required  by  thia  act, 
leave  the  aaid  road,  and  go  round  the  aaid  gatea,  every 
auch  peraon  ahall,  for  every  auch  ofience,  foifeit  and 
pay  to  and  for  the  uae  of  the  United  Statea  the  aum 
of  twelve  dollara. 

Sxc.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  toU- 
gatherers  ou  the  aaid  road  ahali  respectively  receive 
compensation  for  their  servicea  at  the  rate  of  twelve 
per  centum  on  the  amount  of  tolla  by  them  respectively 
received :  Provided^  That  the  annual  compenaation  of 
any  toll-gatherer  ahall  never  exceed  the  aum  of  three 
hundred  and  fifty  dollara ;  nor  ahall  the  aame  be  less 
in  any  one  year  than  one  hundred  and  twenty  dollara. 
And,  in  caae  of  any  deficiency  in  the  amount  collected 
by  any  toil-gatherer  below  the  aum  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  dollara,  the  reaidue  ahall  be  paid  out  of 
the  tolls  collected  at  then>ther  gatea  on  aaid  road. 

Sac.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  amount 
of  tolla  collected  on  aaid  road  ahall  bo  paid  into  the 
Treaaury  of  the  United.States  semi-annually,  by  the 
toU-gatherera  on  aaid  road,  and  a  aeparate  account 
kept  thereof;  and  the  aaid  moneya,  after  deducting 
therefrom  the  expensea  and  cbargea  of  collecting  the 
aame,  ahall  be  applied,  under  the  direction  of  the  Pre- 
aident of  the  United  Statea,  to  the  repaira  and  preaer^ 
vation  of  aaid  road,  in  such  manner  and  under  such 
regulations  aa  he  may  preacribe,  and  to  no  other  pur- 
poae  whatever. 

The  bill  baring  been  read,  and  its  second  read- 
ing being  in  due  course  proposed,  Mr.  Barboor 
moved  to  reject  the  bill. 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  a  short  debate,  in  the 
course  of  which  it  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Bar- 
bour and  Randolph,  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Har- 
din, LivERMORE.  ana  B.  Smith. 

In  general,  tne  motion  to  reject  the  bill  was 
supported  on  the  ground  that  the  question  which 
it  mvolved  had  been  as  much  discussed  as  any  ever 

S resented  to  the  view  of  the  Legislature ;  that  the 
iscussions  and  solemn  deci:»ions  had  gone  forth  to 
the  world;  that  the  mind  of  every  member  was 
made  up  on  it,  and  therefore  there  was  no  need  of 
delay  for  reflection ;  and  that  the  principle  of  the 
bill  was,  in  the  opinion  of  the  advocates  of  its  re- 
jection, so  obnoxious  that  it  ought  not  to  be  enter- 
tained oy  the  House  for  a  moment. 

The  motion  to  reject  was  opposed  on  the  ground 
that  the  question  was  one  of  much  importance,  and 
ought  not  to  be  hastily  disposed  of;  that  the  pres- 
ervation of  a  national  work  which  has  already 
cost  so  much  money  was  an  object  of  importance, 
if  within  the  Conbtitutional  power  of  CoDsress ; 
that,  in  fact,  the  question  involved  in  the  bill  had 
never  yet  been  decided  by  Congress ;  that,  being 
but  this  day  presented,  it  would  he  unreasonable  to 
call  upon  the  House  to  say  it  was  so  odious  they 
would  not  look  at  it. 

The  question  on  the  motion  to  reject  the  bill  was 
then  put,  in  this  form— *<  Shall  this  bill  be  reject- 
ed V^  on  which  the  votes  were  as  follow : 

YaAS — Mesara.  Adama,  Alexander,  Allen  of  New 
York,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Ball,  Barbour,  Bayly,  Bryan, 
Burwell,  Glagetf,  Cobb,  Cook,  Earle,  Edwarda  of 
Pennajlvania,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Floyd, 
Folger,  Foot,  Forreat,  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Holmes, 
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Hooksi  JohnioD,  Kent,  McCoy,  McCreaipr,  Meigt, 
Ncale,  Nelson  of  Yirginit,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Phelps, 
Randolph,  Rhea,  Richards,  Sampson,  Settle,  Shaw, 
A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Stroth- 
erf  Swearingen,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tacker  of  South 
Carolina,  Walker,  Warfield,  Williams  of  Virginia, 
and  Williams  of  North  Carolina — 47. 

Nats — Messrs.  Abbot,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Bald- 
win, Bateman,  Beecher,  Bloomfield,  Boden,  Brash, 
Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Camp- 
bell, Cannon,  Case,  Clark,  Cocke,  Crafts,  Crawford, 
Crowell,  Calpeper,  Cushman,  Cuthbert,  Darlington, 
Davidson,  Dennison,  Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Dowse,  Ed- 
dy, fidwards  of  Connecticut,  Fay,  Pisher,  Ford,  Pol- 
ler, Fullerton,  Gross  of  New  York,  Gross  of  Penn- 
syWaoia,  Uackley,  Halt  of  New  Yoik,  Hall  of  Dels- 
ware,  Hordin,  Hazard,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hibshman, 
Hill,  Hoetetter,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kendall,  Kinsey, 
Kinsley,  Lathrop,  Little,  Lincoln,  Linn,  Livermore, 
Lowndes,  Lyman,  Maclayt  McLane  of  Del*,  McLean 
of  Ky.,  Mallary,  Marchaad,  Mason,  Meech,  Mercer, 
Metealf,  R.  Moore,  8.  Moore,  MoneU,  Morion,  Murray, 
Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Newton,  Parker  of  Masaa- 
cbuaetts,  Pattefson,  Philsou,  Pindall,  Pitcher,  Plamer, 
Rankin,  Reed,  Rich,  Richmond,  Ringgold,  Rogers, 
Rose,  Ruse^  SUabee,  Simkins,  Sloan,  Slocumb,  Smith 
of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  B*  Smith  of  Vir- 
ginia, Southard,  Stevens,  Storrs,  Street,  Strong  of 
Vermont,  Strong  of  New  York,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Terrell, 
Tomlinson,  Tompkins,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Uphara,  Wal* 
lace,  Wendover,  and  Wood — 111. 

The  said  bill  was  then  read  the  second  time,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSIONS. 

The  remainder  of  the  day  was  occupied  in  de- 
bating the  bill  for  amending  the  pension  law,  and 
the  proposition  of  Mr.  Babbour  to  substitute  for 
it  a  different  bill.  Messrs.  Reid,  Hill,  Fuller, 
Trimble,  Barbour,  Livermore,  and  Bloom- 
field,  engaged  in  the  bill;  among  whom  Mr. 
Hill,  Mr.  Fuller,  and  Mr.  Livermore,  earnestly 
opposed  any  invasion  of  the  principle  of  the  pres- 
ent pension  law,  though  willing^  to  make  any  ne- 
cessary amendment  to  its  details.  Mr.  Fuller 
spoke  on  the  subject  considerably  at  lar«re. 

Before  coming  to  any  decision  on  tne  subject, 
the  Committee  rose,  and  reported  progress,  and 
the  House  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  March  21. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Thomas  C,  Withers,  accompanied  oy  a 
bill  for  his  relief;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Storrs,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  to  whom  was  referred  the  communi- 
cation from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  on  the 
19th  of  January  last,  and  the  petition  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  borough  of  Erie,  in  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  relative  to  the  improvement  of 
the  harbor  of  Erie,  made  a  report  thereon ;  which 
was  roid,  and  the  resolution  therein  contained  was 
concurred  in  by  the  House,  as  follows: 


Ruolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Road*  and  Ca- 
nals be  discharged  from  the  further  conaidermtion  of 
the  comma nieation  to  this  House  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Department  of  the  Navy  on  the  I8th  day  of 
Janaaiy  laet,  and  the  petition  of  the  inhabiianU  of 
the  borough  of  Erie,  in  the  State  of  Penney  I  vania. 
relative  to  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of  Erie. 

Mr.  Storrs,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  also  referred  the  petitions  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  the  in- 
habitants of  the  counties  of  Jefferson,  Oneida,  and 
Oswego,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  sundry  in- 
habitants of  the  District  of  Maine,  and  of  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the  Milford  and  Owe^ 
Turnpike  Company,  respectively  praying  the  aid 
of  Confess  in  the  construction  and  improvement 
of  certain  roads,  made  a  reoort  thereon ;  which 
was  read,  and  the  resolution  tnerein  contained  was 
concurred  in  hy  the  House,  as  follows : 

Ruolotdy  That  the  Committee  on  Roada  and  Ca< 
nail  be  diacharged  from  the  forthCT  comderaCion  of 
the  Mud  petition. 

Mr.  Southard,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairsy  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  fiom  the 
Senate,  entitled  '*An  aet  for  the  better  Tegi^ation. 
of  the  trade  with  the  Indian  tribes,"  reported  the 
same,  without  amendment,  and  it  was  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morpow. 

PUBLIC  BUILDING& 

Mr;  Meios,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Elxpen- 
ditnres  on  the  Public  Buildings,  made  a  report  in 
obedience  to  the  resolution  instructing  them  to 
ascertain  whether  the  expenses  upon  the  public 
buildings  cannot  be  lessened  without  arresting 
their  progress;  as  also,  upon  the  subject  of  the 
said  buildings  generally ;  which  report  was  read, 
and  ordered  tolie  on  tne  table.  Tne  report  is  as 
follows : 

The  Committee  on  the  Ezpenditarea  apon  the 
Public  Boildinga  reapectfally  report: 

That  they  have,  in  pniauance  of  their  du^  9*oer- 
ally,  and  in  obedienoe  to  the  reaohition  of  the  Uonae 
of  Representativee,  requiring  the  committee  to  aaeer- 
tain  whether  the  expentea  upon  the  Poblie  Buildings 
cannot  be  lessened  without  arreating  their  progreas, 
made  aooh  inquiries  as  eeemed  to  the  committee  aeeea- 
sary  to  attain  the  requisite  information.  That  the 
paper  anneied,  marked  A,  containing  an  aceouot  of 
the  expendituree  from  the  13th  of  Febmaiy,  1815,  to 
the  let  of  January,  18S0,  was,  at  the  request  of  the 
committee,  rendered  to  them  by  Samuel  Lan«,  the 
Commissioner  of  Publie  Buildioga.  Thb  atatemeiit 
exhibits  an  expenditure  of  one  million  four  hundred 
and  ninety*one  thousand  three  hundred  and  aixty«three 
dollara  and  twenty-four  cents,  of  which  neau-l^  one 
million  of  dollan  was  expended  on  repairs  of  the  dam- 
age done  by  the  enemy  m  1814. 

The  paper  annexed,  marked  B,  also  rendered  bv 
request,  from  the  Commisioner,  exhibits  a  view  of 
the  toul  expenditures  upon  the  public  buildings  Id 
the  City  of  Washington,  from  the  commencement 
to  the  first  day  of  January,  1620;  and  also  a  view 
of  the  value  and  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  id  the 
District  of  Columbia.  The  latter  statement  is  exhib- 
ited, in  order  that  the  House  of  Repreaentatirea  may 
know  the  just  relation  of  the  national  expenditures 
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upon  edificcfl  in  tlie  District  to  the  nstional  ftcqaiflt- 
Uohb  in  tb»  nine.  According  to  this  view  it  appeara 
that  the  vtlnatioii  of  the  pnblie  landa,  and  actual 
amount  of  nlei,  added  to  donations  from  the  States  of 
Virginia  and  M aiyland,  eieeed  the  national  ezpendi- 
tnve  upon  public  baildings  within  the  District  by 
nearij  fov  baiidr«d  thousand  dollars. 

The  committee,  huTing  obtained  this  general  infor- 
mation rehtiTe  to  the  subject  of  their  appointment, 
proceeded  to  ascertain,  so  hr  as  was  in  their  power, 
the  rrJatiTe  pricee  of  materials,  and  wages  of  artists 
sod  isbofcfs,  at  different  periods,  during  the  progress 
of  the  works  done  in  the  bistrict,  and  present  a  table 
tbereoC  which  ie  annexed,  marked  C ;  also  a  letter 
fnm  the  Commsseioner  of  the  Public  Buildings,  with 
laother  table,  marked  D,  in  which  the  estimate  of 
prices  of  materials  is  not  made  lor  18t0,  but  it  is 
•tated  that  these  are  reduced,  particularly  the  price  of 
brick.  The  wages  of  workmen  are  here  estimated 
mndi  lower  than  they  hare  been  in  former  years,  as 
will  appear  on  examining  the  same. 

It  does  not  appear  to  the  committee  that  lower 
wages  than  those  exhibited  lor  1830,  can  be  expected 
in  tbis  District ;  and  the  committee  believe  Uiat  the 
CoDmianoner  has  need  ereiy  exertion  in  his  power  to 
rrg alate  these  expenditures,  by  similar  expenses,  in 
Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  and  New  York,  and  has  ob- 
tained workman  and  materials  upon  as  good  terms  as 
could  reasonably  be  expected,  when  it  is  considered 
that  many  of  the  workmen  and  some  of  the  materials 
are  not  to  be  obtained,  except  from  distant. parts  of  the 
coootiy. 

The  committee  haTe  endeavored  to  make  themselves 
acquainted  with  the  general  character  oi  the  work 
which  is  designed  to  be  bestowed  upon  the  Centre 
Building  of  the  Capitol,  and  it  appeara  to  them  that 
it  canoot  properly  be  conducted  with  leas  attention  to 
oroameot  than  is  designed,  without  injpry  to  that  fit- 
ness of  parts  which  becomes  a  whole ;  and  they  are 
pleased  to  find  that  the  principal  ornament  of  this 
ctotie  work  will  consist,  not  of  expensive  sculpture, 
Init  of  its  simple  form,  the  rotunda.  The  committee 
tbiok  proper  to  suggest  to  the  Houses  however,  that, 
•sii  is  contemplated  to  form  the  dome  of  ihe  centre 
of  brick  work,  in  imitation  of  the  Pantheon  at  Rome, 
and  as  rach  work  will,  when  added  to  the  great  weight 
of  the  edifice,  require  the  most  serious  attention  to 
the  fenndations  of  the  whole  edifice  to  secure  its  safe* 
ty ;  sod  St  from  the  examination  which  the  committee 
have  had  occasion  to  make,  they  feel  convinced  that 
theae  lirandatlons  require  attention,  that  it  is  worthy 
the  ooBiidcrstion  of  the  House,  whether  efiectual 
means  ihoold  not  be  taken  to  give  perfect  aecurity, 
especiallj  on  the  westerly  side  of  the  edifice,  by  means 
of  walls  of  soiBcient  weight  and  compactneas  to  coun- 
teract the  apparent  tendency  of  damage  to  the  Capitol 
in  that  direction. 

Tbis  consideration  ought  to  precede  the  execution 
of  the  massive  work  which  ii  destined  to  complete  the 
centre  building. 

The  latter  suggestion  may  not  appear  to  fall  pre- 
cise/y  within  the  bounds  of  duty  prescribed  to  the  com- 
mittee, but  as  the  prevention  of  damage  to  the  Public 
BaiUlmgs  will  be  a  saving  of  expense  in  the  end,  they 
iiave  thought  it  not  proper  to  omit  it. 

It  appears  to  the  committee  deairable  that  the  Capi- 
tol »hoiiid  be  liniaheil  as  soon  as  may  be  conveniently 
^ooc  with  regard  to  the  goodness  of  the  work.  It  if 
cndcnt  that  the  unfinished  parte  are  injured  every 


Winter  by  that  exposure  to  the  weather  which  they 
seem  unavoidably  to  sustain.  And  the  prosecution  of 
the  work  ought  to  be  encouraged  by  the  reflection 
that  the  national  acquisition  in  the  District  approaches 
so  nesriy  its  expenditures,  that  it  may  be  preanmed 
the  total  expenditures  will  not  (when  the  Capitol 
ahall  be  finished)  much,  if  at  all  exceed  the  acquisi- 
tion, and  would  not  have  equalled  it,  unless  that  ex- 
penditure had  been  swelled  one  million,  bv  the  ruth- 
less vandalism  of  the  enemy,  who  applied  the  torch 
of  deatruction  to  the  first  national  ornaments  he  ap- 
proached. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSIONS. 

The  House  then  a^ain  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  amend 
the  Revolutionary  Pension  Law. 

Various  amendments  were  offered,  proposinfi^ 
all  sorts  of  modifications  of  the  present  law ;  all 
which  were  suooessively  rejected. 

Until  at  length  a  motion  was  made  to  strike 
out  the  whole  of  the  l»ll  except  the  enacting 
clause,  so  as  to  leave  a  blank  to  be  filled  with  any 
thinff  the  House  should  choose. 

This  motion  was  agreed  to,  (at  about  the  usual 
hour  of  adjournment,;  by  a  vote  of  75  to  41. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  reported  progress, 
and  the  Chairman  asked  the  usual  leave  to  ait 
again.  Before  it  was  granted,  however,  a  motion 
was  made  to  adjourn,  and  was  carried. 


Wednesday,  March  22. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
statements  of  the  importation  or  ffoods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  in  American  and  mrdgn  vessels, 
and  an  aggregate  view  of  both,  for  the  year  end- 
ing on  the  30th  of  September,  1818 ;  wnich  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  enti- 
tled '^An  act  for  the  relief  of  Francis  B.  Lan- 
guille.  made  a  detailed  report  thereon,  recom- 
mending that  the  said  bill  be  postponed  indefinite- 
ly ;  which  report  was  read,  and,  together  with  the 
bill,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  recommitted  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Daniel  Converse,  with  additional  testimony,  made 
a  further  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Daniel  Converse  and  George  Miller; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Slocumb  moved  that  the  House  do  now 
proceed  to  consider  the  joint  resolution  submitted 
by  him  on  the  6th  instant,  to  fix  a  period  for  the 
termination  of  the  present  session  of  Congress. 
The  motion  was  negatived. 

The  House  took  up,  and  proceeded  to  consider, 
the  amendment  reported  on  the  2d  instant,  by  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  ^^An  act  establishing  a  circuit 
court  within  and  for  the  District  of  Maine ;»'  and, 
the  said  amendment  being  read  at  the  Clerk's 
table,  was  concurred  in  by  the  House,  and  ordered 
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to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  tne  officers  and  volunteers 
enffa^d  in  the  late  campaign  against  the  Semi- 
nole Indians ;"  in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence 
of  this  House. 

DUTIES  ON  IMPORTS. 

Mr.  Baldwin,  from  the  Committee  on  Manu- 
factures, reported  a  bill  to  regulate  the  duties  on 
imports,  and  for  other  purposes ;  which  was  read, 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to  which  is  committed  the  bill  to  regulate  the  paj- 
ment  of  duties  on  merchandise  imported,  and  (or 
other  purposes.    The  bill  is  as  follows : 

A  Bill  to  regulate  the  dotiea  on  iipportf,  aod  for  other 

purposes. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent' 
atives  of  the  United  States  of  America,  tn  Congress 
assembled^  That  from  and  after  the  thirtieth  day 
of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty,  the 
duties  heretofore  laid  by  law  on  goods,  warea,  and 
merchandise,  imported  into  the  United  States,  shall 
cease  and  determine,  and  there  shall  be  levied,  and 
collected,  and  paid,  the  several  duties  hereinafter 
mentioned,  that  is  to  say : 

Fimt.  A  duty  of  12^  per  centum  ad  valorem  on  all 
dying  drugs  and  materialii  for  composing  dyes  not  sub- 
ject to  oiher  rates  of  duty ;  gum  arable,  gum  Senegal, 
saltpetre,  jewelry,  gold,  silver,  and  other  watches,  and 
parts  of  watches ;  gold  and  silver  lace,  embroidery, 
and  epaulets ;  precious  stones  and  pearls  of  all  kinds, 
set  or  nut  set ;  Bristol  stones  or  paste  work,  and  all 
articles  composed  wholly  or  chiefly  of  gold,  silver,  pearl, 
and  precious  stones ;  snd  laces,  lace  veils,  lace  shawls, 
or  shad 041,  of  thread  or  silk. 

Second.  A  duty  of  twenty  per  centum  ad  valorem 
on  ^old  leaf,  and  on  all  articles  not  free,  and  not  sub- 
ject to  sny  other  rate  of  duty. 

Third.  A  duty  of  twenty-five  per  centum  ad  valo* 
rem  on  hempen  cloth,  or  sail  cloth,  except  (Russia  and 
Holland  duck,)  printing  types,  all  articles  of  brass, 
copper,  iron,  steel,  pewter,  lead,  or  tin,  or  of  which 
these  materials,  or  either  of  them,  is  a  competent  ma- 
terial ;  brass,  wire,  cutlery,  pins,  needles,  buttons, 
button  mould*  ;  buckles  of  all  kinds,  japanned  wares 
of  sll  kinils;  cannon,  muskets,  fire-arms,  snd  side- 
arms,  and  Prussian  blue  :  Provided,  That  where  any 
person  who  has  imported  copper  in  sheets  or  plates, 
shall,  within  twelve  months  after  such  importation, 
produce  to  the  collector  satisfactory  evidence  that  the 
same  was  imported  subsequently  to  the  thirtieth  day 
of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty,  and 
that  the  duties  thereon  have  been  paid,  and  that  the 
same  baa  been  actually  used  in  the  building  or  repsiring 
of  sbips  or  vessels,  there  ahall  be  allowed  a  drawback 
of  the  duties  herein  imposed,  in  the  manner  and  under 
the  same  regulations,  as  are  provided  for  by  the  existing 
laws. 

Fourth.  A  duty  of  thirty-three  per  centum  ad  valo- 
rem on  woollen  manufactures  of  all  descriptions,  or  of 
wbich  wool  is  a  component  material,  and  on  cotton 
manufactures  of  all  descriptions,  (except  of  the  growth 
or  the  manufacture  of  any  place  or  country  beyond 
the  Ciipe  uf  Good  Hope,)  or  oi  wbich  cotton  is  a  com- 
ponent muterial,  and  on  cotton  twiat,  yam,  or  thread, 
a  duty  of  thirty-three  per  centum  ad  valoram ;  on  nan-  ' 


keens,  and  cotton  raannfactores  of  all  descriptions,  or 
of  which  cotton  is  a  component  material,  the  produce 
or  manufacture  of,  or  miported  from  any  place  or 
country  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  a  doty  of  forty 
per  centum  ad  valorem:  Prooided,  That  all  cotton  doths, 
or  cloths  of  which  cotton  is  a  component  material,  the 
cost  of  which  St  the  piece  whence  imported,  with  the 
addition  of  twenty  per  centum,  if  imported  from  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  or  from  places  beyond  it,  and  of 
ten  per  centum  if  imported  from  any  other  place,  shaU 
be  less  than  twenty-five  cents  per  square  yard,  shall, 
with  such  addition,  be  taken  and  deemed  to  have  coat 
twenty-five  cents  per  square  yard,  and  ahall  be  char;ged 
with  duty  accordingly :  Provided,  also.  That  all  un- 
bleached and  uncolored  cotton  twist,  yarn,  or  thread, 
the  original  cost  of  which  shall  be  leas  than  sixty  cents 
per  pound,  shsll  be  deemed  and  taken  to  have  cost 
sixty  cents  per  pound,  and  shall  be  charged  with  duty 
accordingly ;  and  all  bleached  or  colored  yam,  twist, 
or  thread,  the  original  cost  of  which  shall  have  been 
less  than  seventy-five  cents  per  pound,  shall  be  taken 
and  deemed  to  have  cost  seventy-five  cents  per  pound, 
snd  shall  be  charged  with  duty  accordingly ;  a  duty 
of  twenty-five  per  centum  ad  valorem  on  all  manufisc- 
tures  of  linen,  or.  of  which  flex  is  a  component  mate- 
rial :  Provided,  That  all  linen  cloths,  or  cloths  of 
which  linen  is  a  component  material,  from  whatever 
place,  the  cost  of  which  at  the  place  whence  imported, 
with  the  addition  often  per  centum,  shall  be  Icsa  than 
twenty-five  centa  per  square  yard,  shall,  with  such 
addition,  be  taken  and  deemed  to  have  cost  twentj- 
five  cents  per  square  yard,  and  ahall  be  charged  with 
duty  acconitngly. 

Fifth.  A  duty  of  forty  per  centum  ad  valorem  on 
clothing  ready  made ;  on  all  bonnets,  hats,  and  caps, 
of  wool,  fur,  leather,  chip,  straw,  or  silk,  or  of  wldch 
either  is  a  component  material:  Provided,  That  if  the 
same  at  the  place  whence  imported,  with  the  addition 
of  ten  per  centum,  shall  be  less  than  one  dollar  each, 
they  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  have  cost  one  dol- 
lar each,  and  shall  be  charged  with  duty  aooordtagly  ; 
a  duty  of  thirty  per  centum  ad  valorem  on  all  manth 
factures  of  silk,  from  any  place  or  country  beyond  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  ;  a  duty  of  thirty-five  per  oentam 
ad  valorem  on  printed  books,  painted,  atained,  or  col- 
ored paper,  or  paper  hangings,  clocks,  and  time-piecea ; 
on  umbrellaa,  parasols,  (of  whatever  material  made,) 
and  aticks,  stretchers,  and  other  parts,  and  all  furniture 
for  umbrellas  and  parasols ;  on  bonnets  and  caps  for 
women,  not  otherwise  enumerated  ;  fans,  feathers,  or- 
namenta  for  head  dresses,  artificial  flowera,  millineiy 
of  all  sorts,  cosmetics,  washes,  hslsama,  perfumes, 
psioted  floor  cloths,  oil  doths,  mate  of  grass,  or  flags, 
salad  oil,  pickles,  capers,  olives,  mustard,  comfits,  and 
sweetmeats,  preserved  in  sugor  or  brandy,  confection- 
ery»  wafers,  cabinet  wares,  and  all  manufactures  of 
wood ;  coach  lace,  carriagea  of  all  descriptions,  and 
all  furniture,  trimmings,  and  parts  thereof;  leather, 
and  all  manufactures  of  leather,  or  of  which  leather  is 
a  component  material;  saddlea,  bridles,  hameas,  parch- 
ment, brushes,  canes,  walking  aticks,  whips,  ^t  and 
plsted  wares,  cut  glass,  china  wares,  earthen,  ciocfceiy, 
and  stone  wares ;  marble,  alabaster,  and  all  work  or 
manu£ictures  thereof.  And  in  all  cases  where  an  ad 
vslorem  duty  shall  be  charged,  it  shall  be  calculated 
on  the  invoice  price  of  the  articles  at  the  place  whence 
imported,  or  on  the  estimated  price,  according  to  the 
proviaiona  of  thia  act,  (exclusive  of  packages^  ^rfflnmi^. 
aiona,  and  all  charges,)  with  the  usual  addition  eatab. 
Usbed  by  law,  of  twenty  per  centum  on  all  mertlian. 
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one  cent  per  pound ;  ground,  four  cent*  pet  pnunil ; 
-iraeived,  ten  mnti  per  pound  ;  an  aHirini;  silk,  aii4 
Ilk  and  worsted  twiit.  ono  dollar  filly  Genu  per  pouoJ ; 
n  indigo,  Rftenn  ecnu  per  pound  ;  on  l«ad  In  pigs  or 
ars,  ono  cent  per  pound;  in  sheets,  two  ccnii  par 
pound  ;  on  nhot,  manufactured  of  lead,  Ihren  cents  per 
pound ;  on  red  and  while  lead.  dry.  ur  ground  in  uil, 
''  r  cents  per  pound  ;  on  maeu,  one  dollar  siid  iwcntf - 
cents  pet  pound  ;  on  molasses.  Ion  cents  per  gal- 
;  on  nsils,  ul'  iron,  fiva  crnu  per  pound  ;  on  noi- 
ls, acveuty-liva  cenia  per  pound ;  on  peppu,  Un 
ti  per  pound  ;  on  plmoDto,  eight  cenu  per  (Mundt 
plums,  and  prunes,  four  cents  pre  pound;  On 
icalel  raisins,  and  raisins  iu  jars  ind  liuies.  tour 
cents  per  pound;  on  all  other  raisins,  ihrec  cents  prt 
pound  ;  on  lah.  twenty-live  cents  |Hir  hutliel  »f  filty-ait 
pounds;  on  orhre,  dry,  one  cant  pet  pound;  in  oil, 
one  and  a  half-cents  per  pound .  an  sleel,  one  dollar 
and  SAy  centu  per  hundra'l  woighli  on  cisai",  five  dol' 
lars  per  thousand  ;  on  apirits,  from  grain,  ot  liiM  ptooC 
forty-two  cents  per  gallon  ;  of  aecaod  pnuf.  forty- 
Gve  cents  per  gallon  ;  of  third  proof  furly-eii-lii  cents 
per  gallon  ;  of  fourth  proof,  fifky-two  cenii  pci  gil- 
iun  I  of  Qllb  proof,  ailty  cents  per  gallon  ;  sliovc  6Hlt 
pmof.  Beventy-Gve  cents  per  gallon;  on  i)"'!!*  from 
other  malrriala  than  E'^'lii  oC  Snt  and  second  proof, 
thirty-eight  cenia  |>cr  gallon  ;  of  third  proof.  Tarty- 
two  cents  per  gallon ;  of  fuurth  proof,  forly-eight 
conls  per  gallon  ;  of  fiAh  proof,  lifiy-aeveo  cents  p«t 
gallon  ;  above  lilUi  proof,  seveiily  cciibi  peigsllon  ;  on 
shoes,  and  slippers,  of  silk,  lil);  cenis  per  pair;  da 
■hoes  and  slippers  nf  lesthei,  lifty  cents  per  pair;  OH 
■bocN  and  ilipiier*  lor  children,  lweiil)'-fi>B  cenu  par 
pair;  un  spikes,  of  iron,  four  cents  per  pound;  i>n 
soap,  four  ceiiispfr  pound  I  on  brown  sugar  lour  uttu 
pet  pound  ;  ou  while,  clayed,  or  powdered  sugar,  flvo 
cents  per  pound;  on  luoip  sugsr.  Inelvo  and  shall 
cenls  per  pound ;  on  loaf  sugar,  and  on  lUgar  eaaAf, 
fiflcun  tents  per  pound ;  ou  suulT,  fifteen  cents  jMf 
pound  ;  on  tallow,  ono  ccnl  per  pound  ;  on  liui.  frain 
China,  in  ships  ot  vessels  of  the  Uoited  States,  «« 
fiillows,  til :  hyson  nkin,  souchong,  and  all  other  black, 
twenty-five  i^ents  per  pound ;  iinperiil,  gunpowder,  and 
gomee,  llfiy  cents  per  pound ;  hyson  and  young  hyson, 
forty  cents  per  pound  ;  and  other  gtorn.  (wi*niy-«lBhl 
cents  per  pound ;  on  teas  from  any  olhrr  pisrr.  or  in 
any  othar  than  shjpa  nr  vesacti  ol  the  Uniti:J  8utes, 
as  follows :  vie;  iKihei,  hyson,  hyson  shin,  sciucliang, 
and  oil  other  black,  thirty-four  eenta  per  puundi  in»- 
pcrial,  gunpowder,  and  goair^.  siily-eight  cents  par 
pnuud ;  hyson  and  young  hyson,  Gny-six  cents  pat 
pound;  other  green,  thirty-eight  cants  per  poand  ;  m 
utsnulaclured  lobaccn,  olher  (ban  suoff  and  cigars,  ten 
cents  per  pound;  on  whiting  and  Pans  while,  oo« 
cent  per  paun  I ;  on  wine,  aa  follows,  via:  on  Madeira, 

Uurgunily,  Chiimpagoe,  Rhenish,  and  Tokay, i 

on  Sherry  and  8U  Lucar, ;  on  olhcr  wine,  Mi 

enumerated,  when  imported  In  bottles  or  cuf",  ; 

on  Lisbon.  Opotlo,  »nd  on  other  wiofs  of  ['oiliigal. 

and  ihoae  of  Scily, ;  on  Teneritfc.  KjjsI,  dJid 

uihsr  wines  of  the  weatern  Islands, ;  ""  M  othet 

I  winsB,  when  imported  othcnvias  than  hi  tni-e"  «iid  hut- 

I  lies, i,on  UuMla  duck,  not  eicecdmg  fifty-tvio 

'  sicbeens  each  piece,  two  doUan ;  on  Kavem  duck. 


1667 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRESS. 


1668 


H.  OF  R. 


Duties  on  Imports, 


Mabcb,  1820. 


not  exceeding  fifty-two  arcbeens  per  piece,  one  doliftr 
and  twentjT'five  cents ;  on  Holland  duck,  not  exceed- 
ing fifty-two  archeent  per  piece,  two  dollars  and  fifty 
cents ;  on  spermaceti  oil,  of  foreign  fishing,  twenty- 
five  cents  per  gallon  ;  on  whale,  and  other  fish  oil,  of 
foreign  fishing,  fifteen  cents  per  gallon  ;  and  on  olive 
oil  in  casks,  twenty-five  cents  per  gallon ;  and  on  lin- 
seed oil,  twenty-five  cents  per  gallon  ;  blue  vitriol,  eight 
cents  per  pound ;  oil  of  vitriol,  five  cents  per  pound ; 
nitric  acid,  six  cents  per  pound ;  muriatic  acid,  four 
cents  per  pound ;  sugar  of  leadt  nx  cents  per  pound. 

8io.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  follow- 
ing articles  shall  be  free  of  duty ;  that  is  to  say,  all  ar* 
tii^M  imported  for  the  use  of  the  United  Stales :  philo- 
sophical apparatus,  inatmments,  books,  maps,  charts, 
statues,  busts,  casts,  paintings,  drawings,  engravings, 
specimens  of  sculpture,  cabinets  of  coins,  gems,  medals, 
and  all  other  collections  of  antiquities;  statuary,  mod- 
elling, painting,  drawing,  etching,  or  engraving,  spe- 
cially imported  by  order  and  for  the  use  of  any  society 
incorporated  for  philosophical  or  literary  purposes,  or 
for  the  encouragement  of  the  fine  arts,  or  by  order  and 
for  the  use  of  any  seminary  of  learning ;  specimens  in 
Batnral  history,  mineralogy,  botany,  and  anatomical 
preparations,  models  of  machinery  and  other  inven- 
tions, plants,  and  trees ;  wearing  apparel,  and  other 
personal  baggage,  in  actual  use ;  and  the  impleroenta 
or  tools  of  trade  of  persons  arriving  in  the  United 
States ;  regulus  of  antimony ;  bark  of  the  cork  tree, 
unmanufactured;  animals  imported  for  breed;  burr 
stones  unwrought ;  gold  coin,  silver  coin,  and  bullion ; 
day ;  unwrought  copper,  imported  in  any  shape  for 
the  use  of  the  mint;  old  copper  and  brass,  and  pewter, 
fit  only  to  be  reman ufoctured ;  brass,  copper,  and  tin, 
in  pigs  and  bars;  furs,  undressed,  of  all  kinds;  raw 
hides  and  skins ;  lapis  calaminaris ;  plaster  of  paris ; 
rags,  of  any  kind  of  cloth;  sulphur  or  brimstone;  ba- 
rilla; Brszil  wood,  braailletto,  red  wood,  camwood, 
fiislick,  logwood,  Nicarauga,  and  other  dye  woods; 
wood,  unmanufactured,  of  any  kind ;  zinc,  teutenague, 
or  spelter;  raw  silk. 

Sac.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  an  addi- 
tion of  ten  per  centum  shall  be  made  to  the  several 
rates  of  duties  above  specified  and  imposed,  in  respect 
to  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  on  the  importa- 
tion of  which  in  American  or  foreign  vessels  a  specific 
discrimination  has  not  been  herein  already  made, 
which,  after  the  said  thirtieth  day  of  June,  1820,  shall 
be  imported  in  ships  or  vessels  not  of  the  United  States: 
Provided,  That  this  additional  duty  shall  not  apply  to 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  in  ships  or 
vessels  not  of  the  United  States,  entitled  by  treaty  or 
by  any  act  or  acts  of  Congress  to  be  entered  in  the 
ports  of  the  United  States,  on  the  psyment  of  the 
same  duties  as  are  paid  on  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, imported  in  ships  or  vessels  of  the  United 
Stetes. 

Sac.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there  shall 
be  allowed  a  drawback  of  the  duties  by  this  act  im- 
posed, on  tin  in  sheets,  which  may  be  manufactured 
into  articles  for  use,  and  on  brazier  s  copper,  manufac* 
tured  into  stills,  boilers,  pipes,  or  tubes,  by,  for,  or  on 
account  of  the  person  or  persons  importing  the  same, 
upon  the  exportation  thereof  within  the  time  and  in 
the  manner  prescribed  by  the  existing  Isws,  so  far  ss 
the  same  may  be  applicable,  and  under  such  rules  and 
regulations  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury ;  and  also  on  ail  other  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise  imported  into  the  United  Statei,  upon 


the  exportation  thereof  within  the  time  and  in  the 
manner  prescribed  by  the  existing  laws,  subject  Co  the 
following  provisions,  that  is  to  say :  that  there  shall 
not  be  an  allowance  of  the  drawback  of  duties  in  the 
case  of  goods  imported  in  foreign  vessels  from  any  of 
the  dominions,  colonies,  or  possessions  of  any  foreign 
Power  to  and  with  which  the  vessels  of  the  United 
States  are  not  permitted  to  go  and  trade ;  that  there 
shall  not  be  an  allowance  of  the  drawback  of  duties 
for  the  amount  of  the  additional  duties  by  this  act  im- 
posed on  goods  imported  in  vessels  not  of  the  United 
States;  that  there  shall  not  be  an  allowance  of  the 
drawback  in  case  of  foreign  dried  and  pickled  fish,  and 
other  aalted  provisions,  fish  oil,  or  playing  cards ;  that 
there  shall  be  deducted  and  retained  from  the  amount 
of  the  duties  on  goods  exported  vrith  the  benefit  of 
drawback,  (other  than  spirits,)  two  and  a  half  per 
centum ;  and  that  there  shall  be  retained  in  the  case 
of  qiirits,  exported  with  the  benefit  of  drawback,  tvro 
cents  per  gallon  upon  the  quantity  of  spirits,  and  also 
three  per  centam  on  the  amount  of  duties  payable  on 
the  importation  thereof*  But,  nevertheleM,  the  pro- 
visioDS  of  this  act  shall  not  be  deemed  in  anywise  to 
impair  any  rights  and  privileges  which  have  heen,  or 
may  be,  acquired  by  any  foreign  nation,  under  the 
laws  and  treaties  of  the  United  States,  opon  the  sob- 
ject  of  exporting  goods  from  the  United  States,  with  a 
benefit  of  the  drawback  of  the  duties  payable  upon  the 
importation.  , 

Sxc.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Tliat,  after  the 
30th  day  of  June  next,  in  all  cases  of  entry  of  mer- 
chandise, for  the  benefit  of  drawback,  the  time  of 
twenty  days  shall  be  allowed  from  the  date  of  entry, 
for  giving  the  exportation  bonds  for  the  same :  Pro- 
mded.  That  the  exporter  shall,  in  every  other  parUc- 
ular,  comply  with  the  regulations  and  formalities  here* 
tofore  established  for  entries  of  exportation  for  the 
benefit  of  drawback. 

Ssc.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  duty  on 
the  tonnage  of  vessels,  and  the  bounties,  advantages, 
and  drawbacks,  in  the  case  of  exporting  pickled  fiah, 
of  the  fisheries  of  the  United  Statea,  in  the  case  of 
American  vessels  employed  in  the  fisheries,  and  in  the 
case  of  exporting  sugsr,  refined  within  the  United 
States,  shall  be  and  continue  the  same  as  the  exisUng 
law  provides :  Provided,  ahoaye,  That  thia  proviMon 
shall  not  be  deemed,  in  any  wise,  to  impair  any  rights 
and  privileges  which  have  been,  or  may  be,  acquired 
by  any  foreign  nation  under  the  lawa  and  treaties  of 
the  United  Stales,  relative  to  tlie  duty  of  tonnage  on 
vessels. 

Sac.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  tlie  exist- 
ing laws  shall  extend  to,  and  be  in  force  for,  the  col- 
lection of  duties  imposed  by  thb  act,  on  goods,  wrares, 
and  merchandise,  imported  into  the  United  States; 
and  for  the  recovery,  collection,  distribution^  aind  re- 
mission, of  all  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitiirea,  and 
for  the  allowance  of  the  drawbacka  and  boanties,  by 
this  act  authorized,  as  fully  and  efifectnally  aa  if  every 
regulation,  restriction,  penalty,  forfeiture,  provision, 
clause,  matter,  and  thing,  in  the  existing  laws  con- 
tained, bad  been  inserted  in,  and  re-enacted  by,  this 
act.  And  that  all  acts,  and  parts  of  acts,  which  are 
contrary  to  this  act,  and  no  more,  shall  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby,  repealed. 

Sac.  S,  Ana  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  act 
passed  the  third  day  of  March,  one  thouaand  eight 
hundred  and  fifteen,  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal  ao 
much  of  the  several  acts  imposing  dutiaa  on  the  ton- 
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nago  of  flbipa  and  ▼esielfl,  and  on  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandiM,  imported  into  the  United  States,  m  im- 
poses a  diMfiminating  duty  on  tonnage  between  for- 
eign vecaels  and  Teasels  of  the  United  States,  and  be- 
tfveen  goods  imported  into  the  United  States  in  foreign 
vessels,  and  Tesaela  of  the  United  States,"  shall  apply 
and  be  in  foil  Ibrce  as  to  the  discriminating  duties  estab- 
lished bj  th»  act  on  the  tonnoge  of  foreign  vessels, 
and  the  gooda,  wares,  and  merchandise  therein  im- 
ported. 

8sc.  9.  And  be  it  furiher  enmeied^  That  the  same 
duties  whieh  are  by  this  act  imposed  on  any  mannfac- 
(ored  aitioles*  sbal!  be  levied  and  eolleeted  on  articles 
io  part  manafactarcd ;  and  that  all  goods,  wares,  mer- 
chandiser wluch  flhaU  be  imported  in  any  ship  or  ves- 
sel from  muy  £»r«ign  pert  or  place,  or  which,  in  her 
voyage,  ahall  have  touched  at  any  foreign  port  or 
place,  abaUy  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  be  deemed 
and  taken  to  be  of  foreign  growth,  produce,  and  man* 
ufactore. 

Sac.  10.  And  be  it  further  enaetedy  That  no  goods, 
warts,  or  »eickandiae,  mantifactared  in  whole  or  in 
part,  shaU  be  permitted  to  be  entered  at  any  cuslom- 
bouse^  or  landed  at  any  port  or  plaoe  within  the  United 
States,  unleew  Ibe  eama  ahall  be  imported  directly  from 
the  place  or  eonntry  where  the  aame  shall  have  been 
produced  or  mannfiictured ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  coUectore  to  seise  such  goods,  and  the  same  shall 
be  forfeited. 

Sxc.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  laws, 
and  parts  of  lawa,  now  in  force,  which  are  inconsist- 
ent with,  or  which  may  be  supplied  by,  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  and  no  more,  be,  and  the  same  are,  repeal- 
ed, from  and  after  the  thirtieth  day  of  June  next. 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSION  LAW. 

The  House  haring  proceeded  to  the  order  of  the 
day,  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  Revolutionary  pen- 
sion law, 

Mr,  Whitman  moved  to  discharge  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  from  the  further  consideration 
of  the  bill,  and  to  postpone  the  same  indefinitely. 

This  motion  caused  considerable  debate. 

A  division  of  the  question  being  called  for,  the 
qnestion  was  taken  on  discharging  the  committee^ 
and  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  House  then  agam  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Beecber  in  the  chair, 
on  the  bin. 

Varioos  amendments  were  proposed  and  debated, 
some  of  which  were  agreed  to,  and  others  not. 
The  remit  was,  that  the  bill  was  brought  to  the 
shape  whieh  it  wears,  as  follows : 

That  the  Secretary  of  the  War  Department  be,  and 
be  is  hereby,  anthorized  and  directed  to  cause  examina- 
tions to  be  made  into  the  circumstances  of  such  persons 
as  have  been,  or  shall  be,  placed  on  the  pension  list 
of  the  United  States,  by  virtue  of  the  act,  entitled  '*An 
act  to  piwttie  for  certain  persons  engaged  in  the  land 
uid  navel  service  of  the  United  States  in  the  Revolu* 
ttonary  War,*'  passed  on  the  iSth  day  of  March,  1818, 
and  if  it  shall  satisfactorily  appear  to  the  War  Depart- 
ment that  any  of  the  said  persons  are  not  proper  sub- 
jects of  the  said  law,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secre> 
iMTj  of  the  W^ar  Department,  to  cause  the  names  of 
<ach  persons  to  be  stricken  from  the  said  list;  and  the 
penaioii.  allowed  to  such  persons,  shall  thenceforth 
ccaae  and  determine ;  and  no  person  who  has  an  in- 


come equal  to  one  hundred  dollars  per  annnm,  or  an 
estate  of  the  value  of  two  hundred  dollars,  shall  be 
considered  in  such  reduced  circumstances  as  to  entitle 
him  to  a  pension  under  the  said  recited  act. 

Skc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  snch  exam- 
inations shell  be  had  in  conformity  to  such  rules  and 
regulations  relating  thereto  as  shall  from  time  to  time, 
be  established  by  the  Secretary  ot  the  War  Depart- 
ment. 

Sec.  S.  And  be  it  furiher  enacted.  That  the  exam- 
ination contemplated  by  this  act,  shall  be  had  before 
some  court  of  record  within  the  United  States,  or  before 
a  judge  of  snch  oourt  in  vacation,  and  the  facts  estab- 
hshed  by  evidence  as  in  other  cases,  and  snch  conrt  or 
judge  shall  caase  the  same  to  be  certified  ofiicislly  to 
the  Secretary  of  War. 

In  this  form  the  bill  was  when  the  Committee 
rose,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Thursday,  March  23. 

As  soon  as  the  sitting  was  opened — 

Mr.  Randolph  rose,  and,  after  some  feeling  fe- 
marks,  ezpressive  of  the  grief  with  which  he  was 
filled,  by  the  recent  melancholy  occurrence,  of  the 
death  of  that  distinguished  naval  officer.  Commo- 
dore Decatur,  which  he  rather  alluded  to  than 
announced,  called  the  attention  of  the  House  tp 
sundry  resolutions,  the  import  of  which  was,  tha^ 
when  it  adjourns,  it  will  adjourn  to  meet  again  ou 
Saturday ;  that  it  will  attend  the  funeral  of  the 
late  Commodore  Decatur  on  to-morrow ;  and  that 
its  members  will,  in  respect  to  the  memory  of  the 
deceased,  wear  crape  on  the  left  arm,  for  the  te- 
maiuder  of  this  session. 

Mr.  Tatlos,  of  New  York,  required  a  divtaion 
of  the  question  on  those  resolutions,  to  take  it  sep- 
arately on  each. 

Mr.  Randolph  intimated  that,  if  there  was  the 
least  objection  to  the  resolutions  as  moved,  he 
should  withdraw  them. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  said  that,  in  oppo- 
sing this  motion,  he  felt  it  due  to  himself  to  state, 
that,  in  respect  for  the  memory  and  public  services 
of  tne  deceased,  he  yielded  to  no  member  of  this 
House-^not  even  to  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Virginia.  But  it  is  with  the  most  painful  regret 
(said  Mr.  T.)  I  am  constrained  to  say,  that  he 
died  in  the  violation  of  the  laws  of  God  and  his 
country.  I  therefore  cannot  consent,  however 
deeply  his  loss  is  deplored  by  this  House,  in  com- 
mon with  the  nation,  to  vote  the  distingmshed  and 
unusual  honors  proposed  by  these  resolutions. 

Mr.  Randolph  then  withdrew  the  resolves  he 
had  ofiered,  and  moved  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn. 

The  question  on  this  motion  was  taken,  by  yeas 
and  nays,  and  it  was  decided  in  the  negative— 
yeas  50,  nays  83. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the 
petition  of  Moses  Elias  Levy ;  which  was  concur* 
red  in  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Andbrson,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of  the  president  and  corporation  of  Wash- 
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ington  College,  in  the  State  of  Ohio ;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  Committee  on  Elections, 
reported  "  that  the  committee  had  examined  the 
certificate  of  election  of  James  Woodson  Bates, 
returned  as  the  Delegate  from  the  Territory  of 
Arkansas,  and  find  the  same  sufficient  to  entitle 
him  to  a  seat  in  this  House ;"  which  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  LivERMORE,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  repairing  the  roof  of  the  Greneral  rost 
Office,  and  to  procure  an  engine  for  the  protection 
of  saia  building ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  on  the  District 
of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  to  extend  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  justices  of  tlA  peace,  in  the  recovery  of 
debts  in  the  District  oi  Columbia ;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  coounitted  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Two  additional  members  were  ordered  to  be 
added  to  the  committee  appointed  on  the  14th  in- 
stant, to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing 
by  law  for  the  satisfaction  of  unlocated  warrants, 
issued  to  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line, 
on  continental  establishment,  <&c. ;  and  Mr.  Pin- 
DALL  and  Mr.  Tyler  were  appointed  of  said  com- 
mittee; and  Mr.  Hardin  was  also  appointed  of 
the  said  committee,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Brown, 
who  is  absent. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cook,  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  requiring  the  roister  of  the  land  of- 
fice at  Vincennes  to  furnish  the  Executive  of  the 
State  of  Illinois  with  an  abstract  of  the  lands 
which  have  been  purchased  at  that  office,  lying 
within  the  State  of  Illinois :  and  also  of  requiring 
the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  to 
furnish  him  with  an  abstract  of  the  lands  which 
have  been  patented  to  the  soldiers  of  the  late  army 
lying  within  said  State. 

Ordered^  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to 
which  is  committed  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  en- 
titled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  persons  who 
have  paid  duties  on  zoods  imported  into  Castine," 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
said  bill,  and  that  it  be  committed  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  to  which  is  committed  the  report 
of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition  of 
Alexander  Worster. 

Mr.  Livermore  submitted  the  following,  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  one 
day,  viz : 

'*  That  so  mach  of  the  rules  of  this  House  as  pre- 
eeribee  the  duty  of  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Aoadt  be  expunged,  and  the  following  words 
inserted : 

*'  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  on  application  made  to  them, 
in  writing,  by  any  member  or  delegate  in  Congress,  to 
inquire  into  the  ezpedieocy  of  establishing,  altering, 
or  diacoDtinoing,  any  post  route,  and  to  report  thereon, 
by  bill  or  otherwise ;  and  also  to  consider  and  report 
as  aforesaid  on  all  other  sabjects  referred  to  them  by 
the  Hoaae.*' 


The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  the  officers  and  volunteers  engaged  in 
the  late  campaign  against  the  Seminole  Indians,'^ 
was  read^  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  es- 
tablishing a  circuit  court  within  and  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Maine,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  pass- 
ed, as  amended. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  reported  bv  the  Com- 
mittee  of  Ways  and  Means,  entitled  "A  bill  in  ad- 
dition to  the  several  acts  for  the  establishment  of 
the  Treasury.  War,  and  Navy  Departments;'' 
which  bill  relates  to  transfers  of  appropriations 
and  the  carrying  of  balances  of  appropriations  to 
the  surplus  fund. 

After  some  discussion,  and  some  amendments 
made  to  the  bill,  it  was  reported  to  the  House,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

PROPOSED  T£RM  OF  THE  SESSION. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  in  the  hope  and  belief 
that  the  adoption  of  the  following  proposition 
would  have  the  effect  to  accelerate  the  progress  of 
the  business  of  the  session,  submitted  it  to  the 
House : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  lo  join 
such  committee  as  may  be  appointed  by  the  Senate, 
to  take  into  consideration  and  report  what  business  is 
necessary  to  be  acted  upon  before  the  close  of  the  pres- 
ent session,  and  also  to  report  on  what  day  it  will  be 
proper,  consistently  with  the  public  interest,  for  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  to  adjourn,  and  close 
the  present  session. 

Mr.  Baldwin  said  he  hoped  the  resolution  would 
not  be  adopted.  The  House  ought,  before  adopting 
such  a  resolution,  at  least  to  have  progressed  so  far 
as  to  be  able  to  see  its  course  clear.  We  hare  in 
fact,  said  he,  but  just  commenced  the  main  business 
of  the  session.  He  was  not  willing  to  taJk  of  ad- 
journing, until  some  progress  forward  bad  been 
made,  so  as  that  a  reasonable  prospect  might  appear 
of  such  a  despatch  of  the  public  ousiness  as  might 
justify  an  adjournment 

Mr.  Hardin  also  opposed  the  proposition.  At 
a  future  day^  he  said,  he  should  have  no  objection 
to  the  adoption  of  such  a  proposition.  In  all  pro- 
bability Congress  would  yet  remain  in  session  Tor 
six  weeks ;  and  to  raise  a  committee  now  to  report 
what  bills  it  is  necessary  to  pass  before  adjourn  men  t, 
would  be  at  once  to  legislate  out  of  the  House  all 
bills  of  a  private  nature,  so  important  to  the  indi- 
viduals concerned  in  them,  and  many  other  mat- 
ters, already  reported  on  by  committees.  He  there- 
fore movea  that  the  resolve  should  lie  on  the  tabic. 

Mr.  Livermore  objected  to  the  resolution's  lying 
on  the  table,  desiring  an  early  day  to  be  appointed, 
for  the  adjournment. 

The  question  on  laying  the  resolve  on  the  table 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  a  large  majority. 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSIONERS. 

The  bill  to  amend  the  Revolutionary  pension 
law  was  next  in  the  orders  of  the  day.  | 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  said  that  another  day^ 
experience  had  convinced  him  of  th  epropriety  off 
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the  motion  'which  he  had  suggested  yesterday,  and 
cow  made,  to  recommit  the  oill  to  a  select  com- 
mittee for  the  parpose  of  remoulding  it. 

The  qaestion  on  discharging  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
hill  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Harbin  immediately  moved  to  postpone  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill  indafinitely. 

The  question  was  decided  in  the  negative,  by 
yeas  and  nays,  109  to  41,  as  follows : 

YxAS — MeMra.  Adams,  Allen  of  New  York,  Bald- 
win, Bloomfield,  Boden,  Boffttm,  Case,  Clagett,  Cash- 
man«  Edwards  of  Connecticat,  Edwards  of  Pennay]- 
vaDia,  Fay,  Fuller,  Gross  of  New  York,  Gross  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Hardin,  Hill,  Holmes,  Kendall,  Kinsley, 
Livermore,  McCremry,  Mallary,  Mason,  Meech,  Meigs, 
Monell,  Moaeley,  Nelson  of  Massachosetts,  Pindall, 
Rogers,  Sampeon,  Sergeant,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  8te- 
veiu,  Street,  Strong  of  New  York,  Upham,  Van  Rens- 
seJaer,  Wallace,  and  Whitman — 41. 

Nats — Meesra.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Tennes- 
ue,  Andenon,  Ball*  Barbour,  Bateman,  Beeoher,  Bre- 
vird,  Harwell,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Butler  of 
Lottisiana,  Cannon,  Clark,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Cook,  Crafts, 
Crawford,  Crowell,  Culbreth,  Cuthbert,  Darlington, 
Davidson,  Dennison,  Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Dowse,  Earle, 
Eddy,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Ervin,  Fisher, 
Floyd,  Folger,  Foot,  Ford,  Forrest,  Fullerton,  Hack- 
ley,  HaJl  of  New  York,  Hall  of  Delaware,  Hall  of 
North  Carolina,  Hazard,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hibsh- 
mao,  Helster,  Hooks,  Hostetter,  Jones  of  Tennes- 
see, Kent,  Lathrop,  Little,  Lincoln,  Linn,  Lyman, 
Maclay,  McCoy,  McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of 
Kentacky,  Marchand,  R.  Moore,  8.  Moore,  Morton, 
M array,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Parker  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Parker  of  Virginia,  Patterson,  Peek,  Philson, 
Pinckney,  Pitcher,  Plumer,  Rankin,  Rhea,  Rich,  Rich- 
ardj^  Richmond,  Ringgold,  Ross,  Rnss,  Settle,  Simkins, 
Sloan,  Siocnmb,  Smith  of  Maryland,  B.  Smith  of  Vi^ 
gioia.  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Southard,  Storrs, 
SiroDg  of  Vermont,  Swearingen,Tarr,  Taylor,  Terrell, 
Tomlinson,  Tompkins,  Tracy,  Tucker  of  Virginia, 
Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Walker,  WendoTer, 
Williams  of  Virginia,  Williams  of  North  Carolina,  and 
Wood— 109. 

The  motion  to  refer  the  hill  to  a  select  commit- 
tee was  then  renewed,  (the  discharge  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  having  the  ^ect  to  direst 
the  bill  of  its  amendments,  and  restore  it  to  the 
House  in  the  shape  in  which  it  first  stood,)  and 
the  bill  was  Toted  to  he  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitman,  the  committee 
were  instracted  to  report  a  bill  making  more  defi- 
nite the  description  of  persons  to  be  admitted  on 
the  pension  roll  under  the  act  of  the  18th  of  March, 
1818,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  certain  per- 
sons engaged  in  the  land  and  naval  service  of  the 
United  States  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  for 
the  detection  of  frauds  and  impositions  which  have 
heen  or  may  he  practised  hy  applicants  under  that 
law." 

Messrs.  Whitman,  Barboub,  McLean,  of  Ken- 
tucky, Foot,  Storrb,  Forrest,  and  Tomlinson, 
were  then  appointed  the  said  select  committee. 

And  the  House  adjourned. 


Frioat,  March  24. 

Mr.  Rich  presented  a  memorial  of  Alden  Pa- 
tridge,  late  captain  in  the  corps  of  engineers,  com- 
plaining of  acts  of  oppression  on  the  part  of  his 
superior  officers,  and  soliciting  that  justice  which 
he  conceives  has  been  denied  him  by  those  from 
whom  he  had  a  right  to  expect  it;  which  memo- 
rial was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

Mr.  Sampson,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
OfiSce  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  hill  to  alter  and 
establish  certain  post  roads;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Newton  from  the  Committee  of  Commerce, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elkanah  Finney, 
and  others;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  which  is  com- 
mitted the  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Coffin  and 
others. 

Mr.  Ranoolph  moved  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn,  and,  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it 
was  determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  to  which  have  been  referred 
bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  following  titles^  to 
wit:  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  NcNeil:*' 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Pellet;"  and  "  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Lefebvre ;"  made  re- 
ports thereon,  recommenoing  that  each  of  the  said 
bills  be  postponed  indefinitely;  the  said  reports 
were  severally  read,  and,  together  with  the  said 
bills,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  also  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Harding, 
Qiles  Harding,  John  Shute,  and  John  Nichob," 
reported  the  same,  without  amendment,  and  it 
was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  who  were  instructed  by  resolution  of 
the  24  th  of  January  last,  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  allowing  to  the  clerks  of  the  circuit 
court  the  same  fees,  in  all  cases  except  in  causes 
of  admiralty  and  maritime  jurisdiction,  as  were 
allowed  to  tne  clerks  of  the  county  courts  within 
the  States  of  Maryland  and  Virginia,  before  the 
cession  of  the  said  District;  and,  also,  into  the 
expediency  of  repealing  so  much  of  the  laws  of 
the  United  States  as  give  a  daily  compensation  to 
the  district  attorney,  clerks,  and  marshal,  for  their 
attendance  in  the  circuit  court  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,"  made  a  report  thereon;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  same  committee,  who  were 
also  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  enediency  of 
so  amending  the  laws  of  the  District  of  Columbia 
as  that  the  expenses  of  the  jurors  and  witnesses 
attending  the  circuit  court,  in  all  cases  except  such 
as  are  cognizable  in  a  district  or  other  circwt  court 
of  the  United  States,  shall  be  paid  by  the  respec- 
tive counties  of  Alexandria  and  Washington," 
made  a  report  thereon ;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
deted  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Newton  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  ad- 
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dressed  to  the  Chairman  of  ihe  Committee  of 
Commerce  by  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  trans- 
mittiDg  sereral  statements  in  relation  to  tne  trade 
of  the  United  States  with  the  West  Indies  and 
British  American  colonies,  for  four  years,  ending 
on  the  30th  September,  1818 ;  which  were  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  which 
is  committed  the  bill  concerning  navigation. 

FUNERAL  OF  DECATUR. 

Mr.  Randolph  rose,  and,  after  a  speech  of  some 
length,  principally  growing  out  of  the  remark  of 
Mr.  Taylor,  on  the  preceding  day,  on  the  man- 
ner of  the  death  of  the  late  Commodore  Decatur, 
moved  a  resolution  to  this  effect : 

<<Thit  the  Bpeaker,  offleert  and  mMibart  of  this 
HooM  will  slt«nd  ib«  funeral  of  the  late  Slepheo 
Decatur,  Esq..  of  the  United  States  Navy,  from  hie 
late  residence,  at  four  o'cloek,  this  elterooon." 

As  soon  as  the  motion  was  stated  from  the 
Chair--- 

Mr.  HOLMBa  rose.  Apprehending,  he  said,  that 
the  proposition  might  not  receive  an  unaniBioaa 
vote }  fearing  to  hear  either  yea  or  nay  on  sneh  a 
q[nestton ;  and  at  the  same  time  wishmg  to  give 
every  gentleman  of  the  House  aa  opportunity  of 
induigmg  his  own  inclination,  on  this  solemn  and 
melancholy  occasion,  he  move!  that  the  House  do 
noo  adjourn. 

This  motion  supersedes  all  olherS|  and  preeuides 

all  debate. 

it  was  decided  affirnmtivelyy  without  debate, 
and  the  House  adjourned. 


SATomoAY,  Mareh  35. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  from  North  Carolina, 
Lebobl  Sawyer,  appeared,  produced  his  credcn- 
tials,  was  qualified,  and  toolc  his  seat. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
Of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  further  to 
regulate  the  entry  of  merchandise  imported  into 
the  United  Slates  from  any  adjacent  territory} 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  ANnEBBOif,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  EHza- 
hetbi  Braden ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  on  Monday 

ftext 

Mr.  Cook,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  Governor  of  Illinois  to  oh- 
lain  eertam  abstracts  of  lands  from  certain  public 
offices ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Taylor  submitted  the  foUowing,  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table: 

Hetdhedt  That  the  butiness  refcrred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  shall  be  called,  hr  oonsid* 
eration,  in  the  following  order : 

1.  Private  UUs  which  have  passed  the  Senate,  and 
bat^e  been  reported  fatorably  by  a  committee  of  thie 

House.  ., 

«.  Private  billi  rsport*d   by  committees  of  this 

House. 
8.  Bills  of  a  puUic  natare. 


4.  Bills  which  have  passed  Ihe  Senate^  and  have 
been  reported  against  by  a  committee  of  thie  Hooee. 
6.  Reports  unfavorable  to  peiitioaB. 

Riwitidj  That  the  Clerk,  ander  the  direction  of 
the  Speaker,  so  arrange  the  bosinees  in  the  praeeding 
order,  for  Monday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SoOthar0,  the  Committee  on 
Manufactures  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  furnishing  the  trading-nouses  estab- 
lished by  the  United  States  for  carry iiu^  on  trade 
with  the  Indian  tribes,  with  articles  olAmericaa 
manufkctures. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cook,  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  prescribing  the  manner  in  whick 
the  State  of  Illinois  shall  take  poaseBsion  of  the 
salt  mings,  in  the  said  State^  wnich  were  guar- 
antiee! by  the  second  proposition  in  the  sixth  sec- 
tion of  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  enable  the 
people  of  the  Illinois  Territory  to  form  a  eonstitu- 
tion  and  Stale  government^  and  for  the  adnifssion 
of  such  State  into  the  Union  upon  an  eqtiaJ  loot- 
ing with  the  original  Slates,"  and  of  desigaaiiDg 
the  quantity  of  land  to  be  reserved  for  the  use  of 
the  same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tract,  the  Secretary  of  War 
was  directed  to  transmit  to  this  House  a  statement 
showing  the  amount  and  costs  (including  trans- 
portation and  other  charges)  of  the  goods  furnished 
annually  to  each  factory,  or  Indian  trading-house, 
since  the  peace  of  1815;  specifying,  also,  the  kind 
and  quantity  of  furs,  peltries,  or  other  property 
annuailv  received,  since  that  period,  at  &a^  fac* 
tory ;  also,  the  amount  of  the  sales  of  aach  furs, 
peltries,  or  other  property,  and  the  balanoe,  if  any, 
now  due  from  such  sales  to  the  Government. 

The  House  took  up,  and  proceeded  to  consider, 
the  resolution  offered  yestenkiy  by  Mr.  RAirnoLra, 
and  depending  at  the  time  of  adjoumment,  that 
the  Speaker,  members  and  officers  of  this  House 
attend  the  funeral  of  the  late  Captain  Stephen 
Decatur ;  and,  the  said  resolution  being  read,  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  also  took  up,  and  proceeded  to  con- 
sider, the  amendment  proposed,  on  the  23d  instant, 
by  Mr.  Livbrmoee,  to  the  standing  rules  and 
orders  of  the  House  in  relation  to  the  duties  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads; 
and,  the  said  amendment  being  read,  the  queaticn 
was  taken  to  agree  thereon,  and  determin^  in  the 
negative. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  in  addition 
to  the  several  acts  for  the  establishment  and  regu- 
lation of  the  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Depart- 
ments,'' was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  which  is  com- 
mitted the  bill  respecting  the  Militarv  Establish- 
ment of  the  United  States,  was  discnarged  irom 
(he  further  consideration  thereof,  and  the  said  bill 
was  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

PUBUC  DOCUMENTS  AND  LAW& 

The  Hoise  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Gemr 
mittee  of  the  WholeL  on  the  bill  authorizing  « 
subscription  to  five  nundred  copies  of  the  11th 
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and  l^  Tolunaes  of  Waite's  compiiatioQ  of  Con- 
gressioDal  Docaments.  A  good  deal  of  debate 
took  place  oa  the  expediency  of  this  bill,  which, 
after  rejeeting  a  motion  to  strike  out  the  first  sec- 
Uoo,  (to  destroy  the  bill,)  resulted  in  reducing  the 
subscriptioa  to  eighty  copies,  and  the  appropria- 
tion horn  two  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  to 
four  himdred  dollars. 

The  Committee  then  proceeded  to  the  bill  to 
amend  the  act  providing  lor  the  publication  of  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  in  newspapers,  &c.  After 
coDsiderable  debate  on  this  bill  also,  the  Committee 
rose  and  reported  the  bills  to  the  House. 

Mr.  PiNDALL  moved  to  postpone  the  first  bill 
(authorizing  the  subscription  to  the  State  Papers) 
indefinitely;  which  motion  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative — ayes  113,  noes  30. 

The  bill  was  of  coarse  rejected. 

A  motion  was  also  made  to  postpone  the  second 
bill  indefinitely,  but  failed — ayes  56,  noes  71 ;  and 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  thltd  read- 
ing. 

Monday,  March  27. 

The  Speaker  presented  a  memorial,  remon- 
strance, and  protest,  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Re- 
presentatives of  the  State  of  Georgia,  detailing  sev- 
eral violations  of  the  territorial  rights  of  that  State 
in  treaties  concluded  between  the  United  States 
and  the  Creek  and  Cherokee  Indians ;  as,  also^  of 
violations  of  the  articles  of  agreement  and  cession 
of  1802,  and  remonstrating  and  protesting  against 
an  article  in  the  treat]^  concluded  in  1817  be- 
tween the  Cherokee  nation  and  the  United  States, 
which  invests  a  fee  simple  right  to  lands  in  certain 
Indians  of  that  nation;  and  soliciting  that  com- 
missioners may  be  appointed  to  treat  with  the  Creek 
and  Cherokee  nations  of  Indians,  for  further  ces- 
sions of  territory,  for  the  use  of  Georgia ;  which 
memorial,  remonstrance,  and  protest,  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

An  en^ossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  £lizabeth  Braden,"  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

8T.  DOMINGO  SPOLIATIONS. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  on  the  petition  of  sundry 
merchants  ol  Boston ^  by  Henry  Rice,  their  attor- 
ney, and  on  the  petition  of  sundry  merchants  of 
Baltimore,  complaininp;  of  spoliations  on  their 
commerce  by  Cbristophe,  the  black  ruler  in  the 
Island  of  Samt  Dommgo ;  which  was  read^  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. — 
The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom,  by  reaoliition  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  7th  of  February 
last,  the  petitions  of  Samael  G.  Perkins  and  others, 
merchants  of  Massachusetts,  and  of  William  Patter- 
son and  others,  merchants  of  Baltimore,  were  referred, 
has  the  honor  of  submitting  to  the  House  the  follow- 
ing report : 

In  the  month  of  January,  1817,  in  consequence  of 
a  memorial  to  the  Prerident  of  the  United  Sutes  from 
stndry  persons,  interested  in  the  olaims  set  fotth  ia  these 
pctitiona.  Septimoe  Tyler  was  appointed  an  agent  to 


proceed  to  the  Island  of  Saint  Domingo,  for  the  par- 
pose  of  claiming  the  indemnity  which  appears  lo  be 
justly  due  to  the  petitioners,  for  property  so  unjustly 
taken  from  them.  He  accordingly  proceeded  thither ; 
but  was  denied  access  to  the  government  of  Christopher 
upon  the  alleged  ground  of  informality  ia  the  style  of 
bis  powers.  Mr.  Tyler  did  not  live  to  return  to  the 
United  States. 

In  the  spring  of  the  year,  1818,  a  second  attempt 
was  made  to  send  an  agent  to  make  the  demand,  and 
authority  was  given  him  to  present  himself  in  a  man* 
ner,  which  there  was  reason  to  expect  would  have 
discarded  every  question  of  form.  The  result^  how- 
ever, was  a  refusal,  again  to  receive  him.  A  formal 
recognition  of  the  kingdom  of  Hayti  not  being  deemed 
expedient,  no  further  measures  have  been  found  prac- 
ticable on  the  part  of  the  Executive,  in  the  case ;  those 
suggestions  bj  the  memorialists  being  within  the  «za 
elusive  authority  of  the  legislature. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

Ds^Aamxf  OF  Stats,  IforcA  20,  1820. 

LOSSES  IN  SEMINOLE  WAR. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  who  were,  on  the  twenty- 
eighth  ultimo,  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  providing  for  the  compensation  of  losses 
occasionea  by  the  impres.^ment  and  application  of 
private  pro);)^ty  to  the  military  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  m  the  late  Semincde  war.  made  a  report, 
conclnding  with  the  following  resolution : 

**  Resoivedf  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  pass  auy  generd 
law  on  the  subject,  and  that  the  committee  be  dis- 
charged from  its  further  consideration." 

Mr.  Cobb  moved  to  strike  out  the  word  ine^QM- 
di&tit  and  insert  the  word  ewpedient. 

After  a  short  debate,  Mr.  Cobb's  motion  was 
negatived ;  and  the  report  of  the  committee  was 
concurred  in. 

Mr.  Williams,  also,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Senate's  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  officers  and  volunteers  engaged 
in  the  late  war  with  the  Seminole  Indians,  made 
a  report  thereon,  concludinj^  with  a  recommenda- 
tion that  the  bill  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

This  report  was  opposed  ^  Mr.  Jones,  Mr. 
Allbn,  and  Mr.  Cannon  of  Tennessee,  Mr.  Mc- 
Lean of  Kentucky,  Mr.  WARriELn  of  Maryland. 
Mr.  Stephens  of  Connecticut;  and  was  supported 
by  Mr.  Mercer  of  Virginia,  Mr.  Culbreth  of 
Maryland,  and  Mr.  Williams  and  Mr.  Culpbpbr 
of  North  Carolina. 

The  arguments  on  each  side  of  this  question 
have  been  already  pretty  fully  stated,  on  another 
occasion.  It  is  sufficient  now  generally  to  state, 
that  the  compensation  allowed  tor  the  use  of  these 
horses  was  said  to  be  intended  to  cover  also  th« 
risk  of  their  loss ;  as  was  evident  from  the  fatt, 
that  the  allowance  for  the  use  of  ihe  horse  was 

freater  than  that  allowed  to  the  rider  of  him  tot 
is  services,  and  was  at  the  rate  of  double  the 
average  cost  of  human  labor  in  that  country,  dke. 
On  the  other  hand,  it  was  said,  that,  when  these 
volunteers  entered  the  service,  there  was  certainly 
an  implied  contract  that  the  United  States  should 
furnish  their  horses  with  the  forage,  and  should 
not  cause  the  horses  to  bo  rode  to  death  by  forced 
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marches;  and  that  the  losses  in  question  were 
caused  in  this  manner,  &c. ;  that  the  rule  which 
had  been  applied  to  the  Kentucky  volunteers,  the 
Tennessee  volunteers  had  a  right  to  expect  to  be 
also  applied  to  them. 

Other  considerations  mingled  in  the  debate. 
Mr.  CuLBRETB,  for  example,  was  in  favor  of  the 
postponement  of  the  bill,  because  he  believed  the 
persons  embraced  in  the  bill  to  have  been  uncon- 
stitutionally in  service. 

Mr.  Allen,  of  Tennessee,  said,  he  hoped  the 
bill  would  not  be  indefinitely  postj)oned.  He  was 
astonished,  he  said,  at  the  opposition  it  met  at 
every  stage,  and  in  every  shape,  in  which  it  had 
presented  itself  Surely,  said  ne,  there  is  nothing 
new  in  the  principle  contained  in  it;  there  is  noth- 
ing uniust  in  the  demand.  Payment  has  never  been 
denied  before  to  any  troops  for  the  losses  occa- 
sioned by  the  Government  failing  to  furnish  sub- 
sistence for  their  horses, agreeably  to  contract  when 
taken  into  service. 

As  an  objection  now,  we  are  told  that  these 
troops  received  forty  cents  per  day  for  the  use  and 
risk  of  their  horses,  and  that  they  ought  not  to 
have  expected  forage  could  be  furnish^  in  a  wil- 
derness.   Sir,  they  were  promised,  that  if  it  was 
not  furnished,  that  part  ot  the  risk  crowing  out  of 
the  failure  thereof  was  to  be  borne  by  the  Govern- 
ment.   The  laws  passed  for  the  relief  of  all  who 
served  before  them,  confirmed  them  in  that  belief. 
The  risk  agreed  on  the  part  of  the  owner  only  was 
the  wear  and  tear,  and  death  in  the  ordinary  way — 
not  that  his  horse  would  live  without  sustenance. 
In  the  event  of  a  loss  for  want  of  forase,  the  Gov- 
ernment derived  the  benefit  of  saving  that  expe&se, 
and,  being  in  default,  cannot  turn  over  the  loss 
upon  thejparty  who  fulfilled  his  part  of  the  agree- 
ment.   Were  it  otherwise,  would  any  man  enter 
the  service  with  a  horse,  for  the  difiference  of 
monthly  pay  in  being  mounted  ?    Do  vou  suppose 
he  would  take  with  him  his  horse,  (all  he  was 
worth  perhaps,)  if  he  was  told  he  would  be  com- 
pelled to  travel  him  as  long  as  he  could  endure 
nnnger  and  fatigue,  and  then  abandon  him,  to 
timverse  a  wilderness  three  or  four  hundred  miles 
home,  on  foot,  and  receive  nothing  for  him.  al- 
thougn  every  purpose  of  the  Government  had  oeen 
accomplished  1    Patriotism  is  cherished  as  a  virtue 
in  the  West,  but  no  soldiers  can  be  gotten  there 
on  such  terms.    We  are  told  the  hire  ought  to  be 
deducted  if  the  horse  is  to  be  paid  for.    This  seems 
to  me  strange,  indeed.    It  is  not  pretended  that 
the  soldier  has  not  earned  faithfully  the  hire  or 
wages  promised;  nor  that  the  Government  has 
not  received  a  valuable  consideration,  and  every 
thing  expected.    The  object  had  in  view  was  to 
expedite  the  march  of  your  troops  to  a  remote 
point,  where  aid  was  immediatelv  wanted,  to  save 
the  expense  of  transportation  and  Daggase  wafi^ons; 
all  this  was  done,  and  when  the  soldier's  horse 
was  no  longer  useful  to  you,  he  was  left  to  starve. 

An  additional  burden  was,  to  be  sure,  thrown 
upon  the  soldier,  (that  of  walking  home,)  after 
fighting  your  battles.  Certainly  that  is  no  cause 
for  withnolding  the  wages  he  would  have  been 
entitled  to,  had  you  not  robbed  him  of  his  horse. 


I  would  rather  add  than  subtract,  if  the  wages  had 
any  thing  to  do  with  the  question  of  liability  for 
the  value  of  the  horse. 

The  plain  fact,  when  stripped  of  all  the  foliage 
unfortunately  gathered  round  it,  is  this:  these 
men  hired  you  their  horses  for  forty  cents  per  day, 
and  you  starved  them  to  death ;  and  now  you  tell 
them,  they  must  either  relinquish  their  horses  or 
their  wages.  This  amounts  to  an  impressment  of 
the  horse  without  any  compensation,  notwithstand- 
ing the  original  contract.  I  cannot  suppose  any 
member  ofthis  Jiouse  would  require  the  soldier  to 
serve  his  country  for  nothing ;  yet  the  course  now- 
proposed  amounts  to  that,  and  nothing  else.  The 
wages  received  only  bought  a  horse,  on  his  return, 
to  plough  his  crop,  instead  of  the  one  he  entered 
the  service  upon. 

Sir,  I,  for  my  part,  had  rather  serve  here  with- 
out pay  than  withhold  it  from  him  who  risked  his 
life  for  my  preservation.  I  have  seen  the  hard- 
ships these  troops  have  endured,  in  places  better 
calculated  to  appreciate  their  feelings  and  claims 
than  within  these  splendid  walls ;  and  they  too 
have  had  a  lesson.  Is  it  because  these  troops  are 
from  the  State  of  Tennessee  that  a  new  principle 
is  now  to  be  adopted  ?  Is  it  because  they  are  the 
same  who  savea  New  Orleans  by  their  heroic 
bravery  on  the  23d  December  ?  Or  is  it  because 
they  so  willingly  again  followed  their  gallant 
commander  to  other  dangers  ? 

Are  we  come  to  this,  that  the  soldier  is  to  be 
punished  in  order  to  pluck  the  laurels  from  the 
orow  of  his  General,  wnose  only  crime  has  been  to 
make  yotu: enemies  tremble?  Sir,  his  conduct  has 
passed  in  review  before  you,  and,  like  the  pure  gold, 
stood  the  fiery  ordeal.  Wreak  not  your  vengeance 
upon  the  innocent  soldier,  who  cheerfully  rallied 
round  the  standard  of  his  coimtry,  under  a  belief 
that  his  services  were  required  and  legally  author- 
ized. Without  the  means  of  knowing,  or  the 
right  of  contesting  the  powers  that  called  him  out, 
he  has  served  you  faithfully.  He  asks  you  for  no 
act  of  beneficence  in  his  favor.  All  he  wants  is 
that  iustice,  which  no  individual  would  deny,  under 
similar  circumstances.  Let  it  not  be  said,  that  our 
whole  system  of  economy  is  narrowed  down  to  a 
few  unfortunate  sufiferers,  who  come  here^for  relief 
I  do  not  mean  to  reflect  upon  the  Committee  of 
CJlaims.  I  admire  their  vigilance,  and  the  dispo- 
sition shown  to  save  the  Treasury;  but  really  I 
am  afraid  they  have  learned  to  guard  the  door  so 
watchfully,  that  the  rightful  owner  himself  is  not, 
with  their  consent^  always  permitted  to  enter. 

Mr.  Cannon  said,  after  the  very  full  discussion 
which  had  taken  place  on  this  subject,  in  an  early 
part  of  the  session,  he  r^retted  that  it  had  again 
become  his  duty  to  trouble  the  House  with  a  single 
remark  in  addition  to  what  had  already  been  made 
on  this  subject ;  and,  he  said,  that  regret  was  in- 
creased by  the  circumstance  of  being  compelled 
by  his  duty  to  call  in  question  the  doctrines  and 
principles  set  forth  in  this  report,  and  maintained 
by  his  honorable  friend  from  North  Carolina  (Mr. 
Williams)  who  is  the  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims,  with  whom,  generally,  he  took  the 
liberty  of  saying,  he  had  concurred  in  opinion.  But, 


1681 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESa 


1682 


March,  1820. 


LosMS  in  Seminole  War, 


H.  orR.'^ 


he  said,  he  thought  the  slightest  examination  of 
the  doctrines  assumed  in  this  report  would  be  suf- 
ficient to  satisfy  the  House  that  this  committee 
had  not  decided  in  this  case  with  their  accustomed 
accuracy,  and  that  they  have  departed  from  the 
true  principles  on  which  we  hare  been  legislating 
for  years  past.     Sir,  said  he,  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  denies^  in  the  outset  of  the  report, 
that  there  is  any  liability  on  the  part  of  the  Gene- 
ral Gorernoient  to  pay  tor  the  loss  of  these  horses, 
although  that  loss  was  sustained  in  consequence 
of  a  failure  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to 
furnish  the  necessary  forage.    He  contends  that  it 
was  a  contingency  to  be  apprehended  when  they 
entered  the  serrice,  and  was  incident  to  a  state  of 
war.     Mr.  C.  said,  he  could  not  help  feeling  some- 
what astonished  to  hear  such  doctrines  assumed 
hy  that  gentleman.     What,  he  asked,  had  been  the 
principles  on  which  we  have  actea  in  all  cases 
arising  out  of  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain, 
which  preceded  this  campaign  ?    Why,  sir,  in  all 
the  di^rent  cases  that  have  arisen  out  oi  that  war, 
whether  to  the  North,  the  South,  the  East,  or  the 
West,  in    all  cases  where  mounted  troops  have 
been  employed  in  your  service,  and  have  sustained 
damage  by  the  loss  of  horses,  in  consequence  of 
failure  on  the  part  of  the  Government  to  furnish 
forage,  they  have  been  paid  the  value  of  their 
horses,  also  forty  cents  per  day  for  the  use  of  them 
while  in  service.     The  doctrine,  therefore,  now 
assumed  by  the  Comxnittee  of  Claims,  may  well 
be  called  a  new  doctrine.    It  was  sucn  doctrine, 
he  said,  as  he  did  not  wish  to  see  practised  on  by 
the  Government  in  this  case  or  any  other  that 
might  hereafter  happen.    He  said  it  had  not  been 
denied  bv  the  advocates  of  the  bill,  that  these  vol- 
unteers Dad  received  forty  cents  per  day  for  the 
use  and  ordinary  risk  of  their  horses.    This,  he 
said,  however,   included  nothing  more  than  the 
ordinary  risk,  and  did  not  include  the  risk,  as  seems 
to  be  supposed  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Car- 
olina, or  starving  their  horses  to  death  for  want  of 
forage.    FoTy  said  he,  the  Government  b  just  as 
ucn  bound  to  furnish  foraffe  for  the  horse  as  it  is 


muci 


to  furnish  rations  for  the  rider.  Nothing,  he  said, 
could  appear  to  him  more  just  than  the  claim  of 
these  persons  against  the  Government.  Indeed, 
he  felt  surprised  to  hear  any  gentleman  contend  on 
this  floor  that  the  Government  was  not  bound  to 
furnish  forage  for  the  horses  of  these  volunteers. 
It  is  utterly  impossible  that  anv  such  understand- 
ing, as  has  been  supposed  by  tne  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  could  have  existed,  after  what  had 
been  done  before  in  other  similar  cases ;  for,  in  no 
one  single  case,  during  the  whole  war  of  which  he 
had  been  speaking,  had  pay  been  refused,  in  any 
case  similar  to  the  one  un  der  consideration .  These 
volunteers  on  the  Seminole  campaign,  he  said, 
were  the  first  to  whom  remuneration  for  such  losses 
had  been  refused,  and  he  thought  it  must  be  clear 
to  the  mind  of  every  man  who  would  take  the 
trouble  to  examine  for  himself,  that  these  olSicers 
and  soldiers  had  a  good  right  to  expect  remunera- 
tion for  losses,  if  any  should  be  sustained  in  the 
way  that  I  have  mentioned.  But,  as  to  the  impracti- 
cability of  the  Government  to  furnish  forage  during 


the  whole  of  this  campaign,  he  believed  none 
doubted  it,  nor  had  he,  nor  any  other  person  within 
his  hearing,  chared  the  Government  with  any 
neglect  to  make  sufficient  exertion  to  furnish  forage; 
he  believed  none  of  the  advocates  of  the  bill,  or 
anybody  else,  entertained  such  opinions.  He  said, 
none  oi  the  friends  of  the  measure  had  contended 
that  the  Government  should  be  required  to  perform 
impossibilities ;  they  had  only  contended  that  each 
party  in  anj  contract  or  engagement  was  bound 
to  indemnify  for  losses  sustained  by  the  other  party 
in  consequence  of  any  failure  to  perform  on  their 
own  part.  Here,  he  thought,  the  committee  had 
not  met  the  question  fairly,  and,  after  all  their  re- 
searches, had  found  a  poor  pretext  for  refusing  to 
acknowledge  the  justice  of  this  claim.  But,  sir, 
said  hcj  the  Committee  of  Claims  are  opposed  to 
the  policy  which  has  heretofore  been  pursued  in 
remunerating  individuals  who  sustain  losses  of 
property  in  the  service  of  their  country.  It  was  a 
policy,  ne  said,  which  he  had  been  truly  glad  to 
see  in  existence  here,  and  he  hoped  it  would  not 
yet  be  abandoned.  This  policy,  ne  said,  was  cal- 
culated to  give  a  powerful  incentive  to  patriotism, 
a  firm  reliance  on  the  justice  of  the  Government ; 
and  a  knowledge  that  it  is  ready  to  remunerate  for 
such  losses,  will  always  produce  a  willingness  on 
the  part  oi  the  people  oi  this  country  to  hazard 
their  property,  and  even  their  lives,  in  its  defence, 
whenever  it  may  be  necessary. 

Sir,  said  he,  can  it  be  possible  that  gentlemen 
wish  to  adopt  the  contrary  unjust  policy,  that  the 
whole  losses  of  property  sustained  in  a  war  should 
be  borne  by  a  few  patriots,  who  are  the  first  to  step 
forward  with  their  lives  and  their  property,  in  the 
defence  of  the  country  ?  He  could  not  believe  that 
this  could  be  their  ooject.  No,  sir,  said  he,  these 
losses  ought  to  be  sustained  by  the  whole  commu- 
nity^  and  not  the  few  who  have  thus  made  the 
sacrifice.  These,  if  I  understand  any  thing  about 
it,  are  the  true  j^rinciples  of  all  good  governments, 
he  hoped  the  principle  would  never  be  abandoned 
in  any  case  that  either  has,  or  may  hereaAer,  oc- 
cur in  this  country.  As  for  the  suggestion  made 
by  the  Committee  of  Claims,  that  it  would  be  the 
interest  of  the  volunteers  to  preserve  their  horses 
until  near  the  end  of  the  campaign,  and  then  de- 
stroy them,  or  let  them  die  by  neglect,  if  it  was 
known  the  Government  would  pay  for  them,  he 
thought  it  scarcely  deserved  a  reply ;  for,  as  respects 
the  case  before  us^  it  could  not  be  supposed  that  any 
nerson  could  be  influenced  by  any  such  motive — 
for,  if  he  lost  his  horse,  or  was  deprived  of  him  in 
any  way,  he  would  have  to  plunge  on  foot  six  or 
seven  hundred  miles,  through  the  lakes  and  swamps 
of  Florida,  and  this  for  the  sake  of  receiving  pay 
for  his  horse,  and  that  too  at  the  risk  of  his  health, 
constitution,  and  perhaps  his  life.  However,  he 
said  he  could  not  believe  that  any  of  those  whose 
patriotism  had  prompted  them  voluntarily  to  en- 
gage in  the  service  of  their  country^  were  capable 
of  being  influenced  by  any  such  motives.  He  said, 
a  document  had  been  read  at  the  table,  which 
went  to  show  that  the  commanding  General,  as 
well  as  some  other  officers  on  this  campaign,  had 
been  compelled  to  purchase  com  at  the  enormous 
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price  of  fifty  cents  per  quart,  in  order  to  sustain 
their  horses  on  some  of  the  marches  they  made. 
This,  he  said,  was  sufficient  to  show,  beyond  the 
possibility  of  doubt,  that  it  was  not  in  tne  power 
of  a  private  soldier  to  obtain  the  means  of  subsist- 
ence for  his  horse.  But,  Mr.  Chairman,  said  Mr. 
C,  the  great  anxiety  of  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  to  find  a  plausible  pretext  for  recommend- 
ing the  indefinite  postponement  of  this  bill,  had, 
he  thought,  driven  him  into  error.  He  thought 
he  had  &en  a  little  unfortunate  in  referring  to  the 
laws  that  had  been  in  existence  on  this  subject, 
and  of  which  he  thought  the  gentleman  had  taken 
a  very  partial  view ;  therefore,  he  said,  he  hoped 
he  would  be  indulged  while  he  would  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  Committee  to  all  the  laws,  or  at  least 
those  parts  of  the  different  laws^  that  either  were 
or  had  been  in  force,  on  this  subject. 
Mr.  C.  b^n  by  reading  first  the  act  of  Con- 

Sress  of  1795  3  then  he  called  the  attention  of  the 
ommittee  to  the  act  of  1816,  of  which  he  said 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  had  so  loudly 
complained.  After  commenting  on  which,  he  also 
read  the  amendment  to  the  said  act,  passed  in 
1817 ;  and  lastly  read  the  act  of  1818,  which  he 
said  was  the  last  act  that  had  been  passed  by  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  that  had  any  refer- 
ence to  the  subject.  All  of  which  acts,  said  Mr.  C, 
from  the  year  1816  up  to  the  present  time,  had 
clearly  and  unequivocally  sanctioned  the  princi- 
ple contained  in  the  bill  under  consideration ;  and 
all  of  which  laws  had  been  in  force  and  use  pre- 
vious to  the  time  these  volunteers  entered  your 
service  on  the  Seminole  campaign.  Indeed,  he 
said,  he  had  no  doubt  but  manv  of  them  had  re- 
ceived the  benefits  of  the  laws  ne  had  read  more 
than  once,  in  consequence  of  losses  of  a  similar 
kind  they  had  sustained  on  the  former  tours  of  duty 
they  have  performed ;  and  they  had  also  seen  or 
known  of  others  being  paid  whose  horses  had  been 
lost  for  want  of  forage  in  the  service.  Therefore, 
he  said,  he  could  not  see  the  slightest  grounds  on 
which  the  Committee  of  Claims  could  entertain 
the  opinion  they  had  advanced,  and  which  had 
been  su})ported  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Car- 
olina, with  great  ingenuity ;  that  the  volunteers  had 
understood,  when  they  entered  the  service,  that 
Government  was  not  bound  to  remunerate  for  the 
losses  that  miffht  hapfjen  to  them  for  want  of  for- 
age. Sir,  said  he,  it  is  utterable  impossible  that 
any  such  idea  could  have  prevailed  at  that  or  any 
other  time«  No  sir,  said  ne,  they  had  too  much 
confidence  in  the  justice  of  this  Government;  they 
believed  it  would  extend  the  same  justice  to  them, 
in  such  cases,  that  had  been  extended  to  all  oth- 
ers. This,  he  said,  was  a  just  idea,  and  such  as 
must  have  been,  and  ought  to  have  been,  enter- 
tained by  every  individual  who  entered  your  ser- 
vice on  that  campaign.  For,  said  he,  under  any 
such  idea  as  seems  to  be  conjured  up  by  this  com- 
mittee, he  could  not  suppose  that  any  men  could 
be  found  in  this  country  so  ready  to  embark  with 
their  property  in  your  service,  unless  indeed  in  a 
case  of  extreme  emergency  or  imminent  danger. 
As  yet  he  said,  we  expect  something  like  equal 
rights,  benefits,  and  privileges ;  equal  pay  for  equal 


services ;  and  equal  remuneration  for  equal  losses, 
when  sustained  in  the  public  service.  And  let  me 
tell  you,  sir,  said  he,  there  are  none  of  us  but  ex- 
pect this  here  or  elsewhere.  He  said,  even  if  it 
should  be  thought  proper  to  change  the  policy  of 
our  Government  in  regard  to  this  principle,  so  as 
to  compel  the  patriot  and  soldier  to  bear  these  losses 
themselves,  good  faith  requires  that  those  who 
have  already  sustained  such  losses  in  your  service 
should  be  paid. 

There  was  another  ground,  he  said,  taken  hy  the 
Committee  of  Claims  against  this  bilL  In  the 
coarse  of  their  researches  and  exertions  to  find 
something  to  excite  prejudice  against  the  measure, 
they  have  been  informed,  it  seems,  by  the  Second 
Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  that  these  officers  and 
soldiers  have  received  forty  cents  per  day  for  their 
horses  after  they  were  dead.  Now,  sir,  said  he,  if 
this  be  true,  it  would  seem  to  him  to  amount  to  a 
very  serious  charge  against  the  officer  whose  duty 
it  was  to  settle  those  accounts;  for  he  knew  of  no 
law  making  such  provision.  The  law,  he  said, 
only  allows  the  forty  cents  per  day  for  the  use  and 
ordinary  risk  while  in  actual  service.  However, 
he  said,  he  entertained  no  doubt  that  many — ^per> 
haps  the  greater  part — ^who  lost  their  horses,  pro- 
cured others  immediately,  and  continued  on  in  the 
service.  Those  who  did  so,  he  said,  were  certainly 
as  much  entitled  to  receive  pay  for  the  use  of  a 
horse  the  whole  campaign,  as  though  the  first  horse 
had  lived  to  the  end  of  it.  This^  he  thought,  would 
not  be  denied.  But,  he  said^  it  seemed  that  the 
Committee  of  Claims  entertained  the  opinion  that 
these  volunteers  had  already  received  the  full  value 
of  their  horses,  or  perhaps  more  than  their  value. 
Of  this,  however,  he  said,  they  had  not  attempted 
to  produce  any  evidence  of  the  fact  to  the  House, 
nor  did  he  believe  it  to  be  true. 

Many  of  the  horses,  he  said,  he  had  no  doubt 
were  worth  more  than  double  tne  amount  diat  had 
been  received  for  the  use  of  them.  But,  Mr.  C. 
said,  he  did  not  think  this  was  a  good  aigument 
ag[ainst  the  passage  of  the  law.  It  was  known,  he 
said,  that  Inany  of  the  rangers  who  had  been  in 
service  during  the  late  war  had  received,  for  the 
use  of  their  horses,  an  amount  of  more  than  double 
their  value.  Here,  he  said,  the  Committee  of 
Claims  had  introduced  a  principle  that  is  not  ap- 
plicable, in  any  case,  between  individuals  in  any 
similar  contract.  Therefore,  he  hoped  it  would 
be  applied,  in  the  present  case,  between  the  Gov- 
ernment and  these  individuals,  even  if  geatlemai 
should  believe  it  would  hare  been  better,  as  is  sug- 
gested by  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  hare  pur- 
chased the  horses  before  they  entered  the  semoe ; 
the  policy  of  doing  which  hereaf^r,he  said,  might 
present  a  difierent  question.  It  was  enough,  he 
said,  to  knowthat  it  was  not  done  in  the  case  now 
before  us.  But,  sir,  said  he,  have  we  not  been  in- 
formed by  a  letter  or  document,  which  was  read 
and  now  lies  on  your  table,  that  a  part  of  these 
horses  were  so  much  broke  down  that  they  were 
ordered  to  be  sold  at  public  sale,  by  order  of  tiie 
officers,  and  that  the  proceeds  had  been  paid  into 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States.  How,  he 
asked,  would  Uiis  case  be  got  round  by  the  gende- 
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man  from  North  Carolina,  or  any  of  the  members 
who  opnose  the  passage  of  the  bill  ?  Are  these 
poor  fellows  to  have  their  horses  taken  from  them 
and  sold,  the  inoney  appropriated  to  public  use, 
and  they  reeeiYe  nothing  at  all,  not  even  the  money 
they  sokl  for,  iv^hich  he  had  no  doubt  was  very 
Httie  1  tJpon  the  whole,  sir,  said  he,  it  must  be 
obrioDs  to  the  mind  of  any  gentleman  who  will 
for  a  moment  notice  this  report,  that  the  ingenuity 
of  tiie  committee  had  been  put  to  the  rack  to  find 
the  most  specious  j^rounds  on  which  they  recom- 
mended the  rejection  of  the  bill.  The  arguments 
of  the  gentleman  from  Yirginia,  (Mr.  MoGot,)  he 
said,  had  iNrincipallv  been  predicated  on  the  same 
grounds  as  were  tafcen  in  the  report,  eteept  the 
remarks  that  gentleman  had  made  respecting  these 
volunteers  having  received  pay  for  their  clothing 
also.  This  argument,  he  fiaid,  was  fully  met  by 
the  provirions  of  the  bill,  which  provided  that  any 
amoant,  if  any  had  been  thus  received,  should  be 
dedoeled  fVom  the  price  of  the  horse.  The  gentle- 
man from  Maryland,  (Mt.  CtLBRfTH.)  who  also 
opposed  the  imssage  of  the  bill,  he  saia,  had  taken 
a  dtiferent,  though  not  new  ground  afi;ain6t  it — the 
nnconstitationality  of  the  service.  This  argument, 
he  said,  might  apply  to  a  case  where  the  com- 
manding officer  alone  was  interested,  but  he  thought 
it  could  noty  with  any  propriety,  be  applied  to  the 
case  of  a  private  soldier,  who  supports  the  Gonsti^ 
tution  of  Dis  country  by  yielding  strict  obedience 
to  his  officer. 

But,  he  said,  he  had  hoped  that  the  opponents 
of  the  bill  would  not  again  have  urged  its  rejeo- 
lion  on  this  ground ;  the  argument  on  this  point, 
however,  he  said,  had  been  so  folly  answered  on 
a  former  occasion,  Chat  he  would  not  tire  the  ^- 
tiense  of  the  Ccmimittee  by  repeating  them  again. 
None  of  the  at^gumeiits  which  have  been  presented 
to  the  House  by  the  Gommittee  of  Glaims,  or  any 
of  the  gentlemen  who  had  endeavored  to  support 
their  report,  could,  he  thought,  be  felt  to  have  suf- 
ficient weight  to  meet  the  strong  claim  these  per- 
sons have  on  this  Government  for  remuneration. 
He  said  he  had  shown,  bv  the  laws  which  he  had 
read  to  the  Committee,  tnat  these  volunteers  must 
have  entertained  the  most  just  expectation  that 
they  would  be  remunerated  for  losses  sustained,  in 
all  cases  where  a  failure  on  the  part  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  comply  with  its  engagement  bad  occa- 
sioned the  loss.  He  said  he  had  shown,  that  all 
others  who  have  been  in  service  during  the  late 
wnr^  and  who  have  sustained  losses  in  the  same 
way,  have  been  remunerated ;  and  he  thought  it 


these  claims,  in  strict  justice,  might  safely  rest. 
This  point  had  not,  and  he  believed  could  not,  be 
met  by  the  gentlemen  opposed  to  the  bill.    But, 
sir,  said  Mr.  G.,  I  hope  gentlemen  will  remember, 
while  they  are  deciding  on  this  subject,  that  they 
are  deciding  on  the  claims  of  some  of  the  most 
meritorious  and  patriotic  citizens  of  the  Western 
country,  who  have  rendered  other  and  more  im- 
portant services  to  this  nation,  in  time  of  extreme 
danger,  during  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain. 
He  said  many  of  these  persons  had  sought  the  first 
opportunity  to  engage  in  the  service  during  that 
eventful  period.    They  were  amongst  the  first  vol- 
unteers who  descended  the  Mississippi  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  lower  country.    They  were  the  first 
who  entered  the  Greek  nation,  after  the  horrid 
massacre  at  Fort  Mims,  without  orders  from  the 
President,  the  Governor  of  the  State,  General 
Jackson,  or  any  other  officer ;  and  were  followed 
by  General  Jackson,  with  other  volunteers  and 
militia,  with  whom  they  united  in  the  Indian 
country,  Rafter  destroying  one  of  the  enemy's 
towns,])  wnere  they  wefe  organized  into  a  regi- 
ment, in  which,  he  said,  two  of  his  colleagues 
(Gol.  Allen  and  Cant.  Jones)  were  made  offi- 
cers, with  himself.    They,  he  said,  had  been  recog- 
nised, and  received  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  and  paid  for  services  and  losses  sustained 
in  this  way,  although  We  were  not  called  into  ser- 
vice by  any  authority  known  in  our  Government; 
we  were  driven  there,  each  one  by  the  impulse  of 
his  own  feelings.    The  enemy  were  sought,  and 
wherever  they  could  be  found  the  severest  chas- 
tisement was  indicted.    These  volunteers  were  the 
first  jfh>m  our  State  in  battle ;  and  by  their  valor 
and  good  conduct  at  the  battles  of  Tftllasatchee 
said  Talledega,  obtained  the  most  decidve  victo- 
ries over  the  savage  enemy  that  had  been  known 
in  (he  annals  of  our  national  history.    They,  in- 
deed, were  the  first  to  give  military  character  to 
the  State  which  he  had  the  honor  in  piart  to  repre- 
sent.   They  had  encountered  hardships,  dangers, 
and  sufferings  in  the  service,  on  this  campaign, 
that  were  unpleasant  to  think  of,  much  more  to 
relate,  and  had  fought  in  many  other  battles  in  ihe 
Greek  nation. 

These  same  yoimg  men  were  also  the  first  who 
afterwards  rushed  to  the  defence  of  the  Southern 
frontier  when  invaded  by  the  combined  armies  of 
Europe  during  the  late  war  \  they  marched  with 
Unexampled  speed  to  the  places  where  this  force 
was  expected  to  land,  to  Mobile.  Pensacola,  and 
lastly  to  New  Orleans,  where  tney  were  the  first 


was  fidly  shown*  that  these  volunteers  of  the  Sern-  to  engage  the  enemy,  on  the  night  of  the  2dd  of 
inole  campaign  hare  a  claim  against  the  Govern-   Deeemwr,  (a  moment,  he  said,  ever  to  be  remem- 

'      '      ■  '  ^  1-^^--  '-^  '-  ^ — J »*   bercd  in  our  history,)  at  the  spot  where  the  hostile 

tread  of  the  enemy  made  the  first  impression  on  the 
sacred  soil  of  Western  America ;  and  here,  he  said) 


ment,  that  in  strict  justice  it  is  bound  to  pay.  It 
must,  he  said,  be  recollected  that  the  claimants 
would  all  have  to  show,  by  the  most  satisfactory 
evidence,  that  the  loss  was  sustained  in  c<^nse- 
qucnee  of  the  failure  on  the  part  of.  the  Govern- 
ment to  famish  forage,  and  without  any  fault  or 
neglect  on  dieir  part,  before  their  claims  could  be 
allowed  or  paid  under  this  law^  provided  it  was 
passed.  The  single  point  in  this  case^  made  by 
the  failnre  of  the  Government  to  fulfil  its  part  of 
the  obli^tion,  he  thought  was  a  point  on  which 


by  their  distinguished  gallantry  and  daring  mtre- 
pidity,  he  believed  they  saved  Irom  destruction  the 
city  of  New  Orleans,  and  effected  thereby  the 
ssKty  of  the  whole  Wedtem  country;  and  now, 
he  said,  they  had  been  called  upon  to  embark  in 
this  Seminole  campaign,  by  the  same  officer  under 
whom  they  had  so  often  rallied,  and  under  whom 
they  had  so  often  fought  and  bled  in  their  country's 
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of  the  present  session.    The  motion  was  nega- 
tived. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Abbot,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  passing  a  law  pointing  out  under 
what  circumstances,  and  by  what  means,  private 
property  may  be  taken  for  public  use,  under  the 
emersency  of  war,  and  regulatine  the  manner  by 
which  just  compensation  may  be  made  for  the 
same ;  also,  to  prescribe  the  manner  in  which  sol- 
diers may  be  quartered  in  any  house  without  the 
consent  of  the  owner,  in  time  of  war. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  ;  and,  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  Speakeb  resumed 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  Taylor  reported  that  the  Com- 
mittee had,  according  to  order,  had  the  state  of  the 
Union  under  consideration,  and  directed  him  to 
report  their  agreement  to  the  resolution  submitted 
by  Mr.  Cobb  on  the  24th  of  January  last,  proposing 
an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  united 
States,  to  prohibit  the  appointment  of  members 
of  Congress  to  offices,  with  amendments ;  as,  also, 
their  agreement  to  the  resolution  from  the  Senaici 
''  proposing  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  as  it  respects  the  choice  of  Blec 
tors  of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  election  of  Representatives  in  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States." 

The  House  took  up  and  proceeded  to  consider 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  upon 
the  state  of  the  Union ;  whereupon  it  was  ordered, 
that  the  said  resolutions  severally  lie  upon  the 
table. 

Mr.  Clat  laid  on  the  table  the  following  reso- 
lutions : 

1 .  Resolved,  That  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  vests  in  CoDgreis  th«  power  to  dispose  of  the 
territory  belonging  to  them,  and  that  no  treaty  pur- 
porting to  alienate  any  portion  thereof  is  valid  without 
the  concarrenee  of  Congress. 

8.  Resohed,  That  the  eqniv^ent  proposed  to  be 
given  by  Spain  to  the  United  States,  in  the  treaty 
concluded  between  them,  on  the  22d  day  of  Febraaxy, 
1819,  for  that  part  of  Louisiana  lying  west  of  the  Sa- 
bine, was  inadequate ;  and  that  it  would  be  inexpedi- 
ent to  make  a  transfer  thereof  to  any  foreign  Power, 
or  to  renew  the  aforesaid  traa^. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Hoads 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
affording  some  pecuniary  relief  to  the  widow  and 
children  of  John  Heaps,  mail  carrier,  killed  by  the 
persons  who  recently  robbed  the  United  States 
mail  near  Baltimore. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  PRESinsNT  or 
TH£  United  States,  which  b  as  follows : 

7b  the  House  of  Rmreseniaiives  .* 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Repreeentatives,  in  par- 
suanee  of  their  resolution  of  the  Slst  of  January  last, 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury,  with  the 
documents  which  accompanied  it 

JAMES  MONROE. 

The  Message  was  read,  and,  together  with  the 
report  therein  coam&unicated,  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
taUe. 


The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  snn> 
dry  statements  in  relation  to  ihe  privateer  pensiiHi 
fund,  which  have  been  prepared  in  obedience  to 
the  resolution  of  the  15tn  instant ;  which  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  CoDunittee  of 
the  Whole  oti  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Claims  on  the  petition  of  William  Henderson,  oa 
the  report  of  the  same  committee  on  the  petition 
of  £  lias  Parks,  and  on  the  bill  for  therelief  of  Jacob 
Kunkopot  and  others,  of  the  Stockbridge  tribe  of 
Indians ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  thuein,  the 
Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  SBAReakAMT 
reported  the  agreement  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to  the  resolution  contained  in  the  rqwrt  of 
the  Conunittee  of  Claims  on  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam Henderson,  with  an  amendment,  and  asked 
leave  for  the  Committee  to  sit  again  cm  the  remain- 
ing report  and  bill. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  had  leave  to  sit 
again  on  the  said  report  and  bill,  and  the  House 
adjourned. 

Wbdnssdat,  March  89. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "^  An 
act  supplementary  to  the  several  acts  for  the  ad- 
justment of  land  claims  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,'^ 
m  which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Anperson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  Jenifer  T.  Spring,  reported  a  bill  forregulatine 
the  manner  of  settling  the  accounts  of  the  several 
deputy  surveyors  in  the  Missouri  and  Arkansas 
Territories ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  which  is 
committed  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An 
act  making  further  provision  for  the  sale  of  the 
public  lands." 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSIONS 

Mr.  Storbb^  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  ^An 
act  to  provide  for  certain  persons  engaged  in  the 
land  and  naval  service  of  the  Unitd  States  in 
the  Revolutionary  war,"  by  leave  of  the  House, 
reported  a  bill  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  *^An 
act  to  provide  for  certain  peraons  engaged  in  the 
land  and  naval  service  of  tne  United  States  in  the 
Revolutionary  war,"  passed  on  the  18th  day  of 
March,  1818 ;  which  was  read  twicer  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table.    The  bill  is  as  followa : 

A  Bill  in  addition  to  an  act  entided  "An  act  to  provide 
for  certain  persons  engaged  in  the  land  and  nsTtl 
service  of  the  United  States,  in  the  Revoluttonarj 
war/*  pasted  on  the  18th  day  of  Marefa,  1818. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^.,  That  no  person  who  now  n  or 
hereafter  may  be,  placed  on  the  pension  list  of  the 
United  States,  by  virtue  of  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to 
provide  for  certain  persons  engaged  in  the  land  and 
naval  service  of  the  United  States,  in  the  Revolutiooaiy 
war,"  passed  the  18th  day  of  March,  1818,  shall,  after 
the  payment  of  that  part  of  the  pension  which  became 
due  on  the  4th  day  of  March,  1830,  continue  to  i^etive 
the  pension  granted  by  the  said  act,  until  ha  ahall  have 
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exhibited  to  cojiie  court  of  record  in  the  count/,  city, 
or  boroQgh,  in  which  he  re^idei,  a  schedule  lubeoribed 
by  hiiD,  conttiniog  his  whole  estate  and  income  (his 
necessary  clothing  and  bedding  excepted, )  and  shall 
have  (before  the  said  court  or  some  one  of  the  judges 
thereof)  taken  and  subscribed  and  produced  to  the 
said  court  the  following  oath  or  affirmation,  to  wit :  **  I, 
A  B,  dotoJemnly  swear  (or  affirm,  as  the  case  may  be,) 
that  I  wss  a  resident  citizen  of  the  United  States  on 
the  18th  day  of  March,  1818,  and  that  I  have  not  since 
that  time,  by  gift,  sale,  or  in  any  manner  whatever, 
disposed  of  my  pnqierty,  or  any  part  tberaof,  with 
inieot  thereby  so  to  diminish  it  as  to  bring  myaelfi 
within  the  proviuona  of  an  act  of  Congreas  entitled 
'An  act  to  piondo  Ibr  certain  perM>na  eogafad  in  the 
itnd  and  naTnl  aerviee  of  the  Unitad  Statea,  in  the 
Revolntionary  war,'  paased  on  the  18th  day  of  March, 
1818,  and  that  I  have  not,  nor  haa  any  parson  in  trust 
for  ma,  tny  property  or  secaritiasi  contracts,  or  debts 
due  to  ne,  nor  have  I  any  income  other  than  what  is 
coBtaioed  in  the  schedule  hereto  annexed,  and  by  me 
subscribed ;"  nor  aniil  such  person  shall  have  delivered 
or  caused  to  be  delivered,  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  a 
copy  of  the  aforea&id  schedule  and  oath  or  affirmation, 
certified  by  the  derk  of  the  court  to  which  the  aaid 
schedule  waa  delirered,  together  with  the  opinion  of 
the  said  court,  abo  certified  by  their  clerk,  of  the  value 
of  the  property  contained  in  the  said  aehedale:  Prowided, 
That  in  every  case  in  which  the  penaioner  may  be  in- 
sane, the  court  may  receive  the  said  schodole  witboat 
the  aforesaid  oath  or  affirmation,  from  the  conmittae 
or  oihtr  parson  anthorized  to  take  oana  of  auch  in- 
sane person. 

8x0.3.  And  be  it  further  enaeUd,  That  the  original 
schedule  and  oath  or  affirmation  ahall  be  filed  in  the 
clerk's  office  of  the  court  to  which  the  schedule  and 
otih  or  affirmation  aloraaaid  ahall  be  exhibited,  and 
any  person  who  ahall  swear  or  affirm  falaely  in  the 
preroiMs,  and  be  thereof  convicted,  shall  snfier  as  for 
wilfai  end  corrupt  perjury. 

Ssc.  3.  And  be  ii  further  enacted,  That  on  the  re- 
ceipt of  the  copy  of  the  schedule  and  oath  or  affirma- 
tion aforeaaid,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretsry  of 
the  War  Department  to  cause  to  be  struck  from  the 
list  of  pensioners  under  the  said  act,  the  name  of  such 
person,  la  case  the  aaid  person  shall  not,  in  his  opinion, 
be  in  such  indigent  circumstances  aa  to  be  nnable  lo 
support  himself  without  the  aasi^tance  of  his  coontry. 

WILLIAM  HBNDBRSON. 

The  House  took  up  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  CUiott  on  the  case  of  William  Henderson,  of 
Virginia,  which  was  disouBsed  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  mtcrday. 

The  Coaunitlee  of  Claims  recommend  that  the 
claim  be  rejected.  The  decbion  of  that  committee 
was  reversed  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  who 
reported  a  rewlution  t|iat  the  claim  ought  to  be 
granted. 

The  question  which  recurred  was  to  concur  in 
this  reversal.  On  this  question  a  debate  ensued, 
which  continued  with  ereat  animation  for  more 
than  two  hours — and  when  taken  was  decided  by 
yeas  and  nays,  as  follows :  For  concurrence  in  the 
amendment  68,  against  it  90. 

Mr.  Storrs  then  moved  an  amendment^  the 
object  of  which  waa  to  compensate  the  petitioner 
for  his  dwelling-house  and  kttehen,  vaiued  at  nine 


hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  This  motion  was  re- 
jected— yeas  72,  nays  73. 

Mr.  Ball  renewed  the  motion  so  far  as  respected 
the  dwelling-house,  which  was  carried — yeas  74, 
nays  72. 

The  question  was  then  taken  to  agree  to  the 
resolution  as  thus  amended,  and  lost — yeas,  71, 
nays  76. 

The  resolution,  as  recommended  bv  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  that  the  prayer  of  tne  petiti<mer 
be  rejected,  was  tnen  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Ma,  RANDOLFH  AND  GALES  dt  SEATON. 

Mr.  RAKnoLPH  then  rose,  and,  after  a  speeeh  of 
upwards  of  an  hour  in  length,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

"Resolved,  That  Galea  dt  Seaton,  Editors  of  the 
National  Intelligencer,  be  excluded  from  thii  House 
as  reporters." 

Mr.  Str OTHER  and  Mr.  Pindall  made  several 
observations,  which  were  not  heard  by  the  person 
giving  this  sketch. 

Mr.  Brush,  of  Ohio,  however,  rose,  and  with 
some  warmth  defended  the  persons  against  whom 
the  proposition  was  directed,  on  the  ground  that 
there  was  no  charge  brought  against  them,  without 
which  he  coidd  not  condemn  or  pass  censure  upon 
the  meanest  individual  in  the  land;  and  called 
upon  Mr.  R.  to  put  in  a  specification  of  his  com- 
plaint. 

Mr.  Ranuolph  did  so,  and  ultimately  modified 
his  proposition,  so  as  to  read  as  follows,  sui>porting 
it  at  the  same  time  in  a  speech  of  considerable 
length : 

Resohed,  That  Gales  dc  Seaton,  having  publiahed 
an  incorrect  report  of  the  proceedings  of  thia  House  of 
the  23d  [inatant]  not  from  their  own  view  and  hearing 
thereof  hat  on  the  repreaentation  of  aome  unknown 
person,  whose  name  they  have  refiised  to  8ive»  when 
thereto  required  by  a  member  from  Virginia — 

Therefore,  resowed.  That,  nnlesa  they  give  op  the 
author  of  such  report,  Gales  A  Seaton,  Editora  of  the 
National  Intelligencert  be  ezdnded  from  thia  House  as 
npertera  of  the  piooaedings  thereof* 

Mr.  Pindall  spoke  at  considerable  length  on  the 
subject ;  after  wnich,  the  question  on  tne  above 
modified  proposition  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays, 
as  follows : 

TxAS — ^Mesars.  Bayly,  Floyd,  Nelson  of  Virginia, 
Pindall,  Randolph,  Robertaon,  B«  Smith  of  Virginia, 
and  Strothei^-4. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Allen  of  New 
Vork,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Anderson,  Archer  of  Mary- 
land, Archer  of  Virginia,  Baker,  Baldwin,  Ball,  Bar- 
bour, Bateman,  Beedier,  Boden,BrDwn«Brnsh,  Bryan, 
Baffiim,  Barwell,  Bntler  of  New  Hampshire,  Butler 
of  Louisiana,  Cam^ell,  Caae,  Clagatt,  Clark,  Cocke, 
Cook,  Crafts,  Crowell,  Gulbreth,  Culpepor,  C ashman, 
Darlington,  I>avidson,  Dennison,  Dewttt,  Eddy,  Ed- 
wards of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina, 
Fay,  Fiaher,  Folger,  Foot,  Ford,  Forrest,  Fuller,  Ful- 
lerton.  Gross  of  New  York,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania, 
Hackley,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  Delaware,  Har- 
din, Hasard,  HemphiU,  Hendricka,  Herrick,  Hibsh- 
man,  Hill,  Holmes,  Hooks,  Hostetter,  Jones  of  Ten- 
neesee,  Kendall,  Kent,  Kinaey,  Kinsley,  Lathrop,  Lit- 
tle,   Lincoln,   Linn,  Livermore,  Lowndes,  Lyman, 
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Maclay,  McCoy,  McCreary,  McLane  of  Delaware, 
McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mallary,  Meech,  Meigs,  Mercer, 
Metcalf,  R.  Moore,  Monell,  Morton,  Moseley,  Murray, 
Neale,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Parker  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Parker  of  Virginia,  Patterson,  Phelps  Philaon, 
Plumer,  Quarles,  Rankin,  Reed,  Rhea,  Rich,  Rich- 
ards, Richmond,  Rogers,  Ross,  Russ,  Sampson,  Saw- 
yer, Sergeant,  Settle,  Shaw,  Silsbee,  Sloan,  Slocumb, 
Smith  of  New  Jersey,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Smith  of 
North  Carolina,  Southard,  Stevens,  Storrs,  Street, 
Strong  of  Vermont,  Strong  of  New  York,  Swearingen, 
Tarr,  Taylor,  Terrell,  Tomlinson,  Tompkins,  Tracy, 
Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina, 
Tyler,  Warfield,  Wendover,  V^hitman,  Williams  of 
North  Caroline,  and  Wood— 140. 

So  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  was  negatived.'^ 


Thursday,  March  30. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Slocumb,  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  were  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  having  a  lighthouse  built  at  Ocracock 
Inlet,  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Woodbridge,  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  allowing  to  Robert  Smart  one  hun- 
dred dollars  for  a  horse,  and  ninety  dollars  for 
boards,  which  horse  and  boards  were  impressed  for 
the  dudUc  .use. 

Mr.  Sawyer  submitted  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  abolishing  such  offices  of  the 
customs  as  it  may  be  proper  to  suppress  in  conse- 
quence of  their  unproductiveness,  their  inutility,  or 
from  any  other  cause ;  and  that  they  have  leave  to  re- 
port by  bill  or  otherwise. 

[•  From  the  National  IntsUlgenoer  of  Wsdnssday,  March  80.] 

An  incident  occurred  yesterday,  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  which,  being  rather  out  of  the  com- 
mon line,  and  concerning  ourselves,  is  entitled  to  a  sep- 
arate notice  from  the  editors. 

Mr.  Randolph,  of  Virginia,  made  a  motion  to  the 
following  effect,  if  not  in  the  following  words: 

"  That  Galea  4*  Seaton,  Ediiora  of  the  Naiional 
Intelligeneer,  be  excluded  from  the  hall  oft/ua  Houae 
aa  Reportera,"  , 

Such  a  motion,  found  on  the  Journals  of  the  House, 
though  ultimately  rejected,  as  we  weresnre  it  would  be 
by  a  large  majority,  might  not  perhaps  add  to  our  rep- 
utation in  the  eyes  of  those  who  come  after  us ;  yet,  for 
the  present  generation,  we  trust  our  good  name  is  be- 
yond the  reach  of  either  motions  or  speeches  in  any 
legislative  bodv.  Having  received,  however,  so  dis- 
tinguished an  honor,  it  is  proper  we  should  take  some 
notice  of  it. 

The  ground  of  this  motion,  it  appears,  is  an  alleged 
inaccuracy  in  the  report  of  a  certain  proceeding  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  on  Thursday  last  Before 
proceeding  further  it  is  as  well  to  state,  that  it  is  ab- 
surd to  hold  that  conductors  of  newspapers  are  bound 
to  publish  more  than  they  know,  or  even  more  than 
they  choose ;  and  that  it  is  enough,  if  they  inadvert- 
ently err,  cheerfully  to  correct  the  error,  on  proper  rep- 
resentations thereof  being  made  to  them* 

On  Sunday  morning  last,  then,  the  fbllowing  note 
was  received  at  our  office : 
To  the  Ediiora  of  the  National  InieUigeneet  f 

Messrs.  Gales  A  Seaton:  On  Thursday  last  I  took 


In  submitting  the  resolution,  Mr.  S.  said  he 
would  barely  observe  that  its  adoption  was  so  ur- 
gently called  for,  both  from  the  situation  of  the 
Treasury,  as  well  as  from  the  disproportion  be- 
tween the  services  rendered,  and  the  salaries  re- 
ceived, by  the  officers  whose  posts  were  contem- 
plated to  be  suppressed,  that  he  was  surprised  the 
subject  had  not  been  proposed  to  this  House  be- 
fore. If  the  resolution  were  adopted,  Mr.  S.  was 
sure  a  saving  might  be  annually  made  of  7  ot 
8,000  dollars  without  the  least  detriment  to  the 
public. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  taUe. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lowndes,  the  Secretary  for 
the  Department  of  the  Navy  was  directed  to  in- 
form this  House  whether  the  commander  of  the 
Ontario,  during  her  late  cruise  in  the  Pacific 
ocean,  received  any  present  from  the  Viceroy  of 
Lima,  and,  if  he  did,  what  disposition  has  been 
made  thereof;  whether  he  received  on  board  the 
Ontario  any  citizens  or  subjects  of  a  foreign 
Power,  and  any  money  or  effects  belonging'  to 
foreign  subjects  or  citizens,  to  be  transport^  from 
one  toreign  port  to  another :  if  such  foreign  sub- 
jects were  so  received,  whether  anj  of  them  were 
m  the  military  or  naval  service  of  a  Government 
engaged  in  war ;  if  any  money  or  effects  were  so 
transported,  whether  any  freight  was  received  on 
that  account;  and  whether  any,  and  what,  in- 
structions have  been  given  by  the  Department  of 
the  Navy  respecting  the  transportation  in  public 
ships  of  the  United  States  of  passengers,  money, 
or  effects. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  sup- 
plementary to  the  several  acts  for  the  adjustment 

particular  notice  that  there  was  no  reporter  in  the 
iiottse.  I  am,  therefore,  surprised,  as  well  aa  shocked, 
to  find  the  report  (such  as  it  is)  of  the  proceedings 
relstive  to  the  late  Stephen  Decatar,  Esq.,  of  the  United 
States  Navy,  and  request  to  be  informed  bow  it  found 
its  way  into  your  paper.    Your  ob*t  aervant, 

J.  RANDOLPH, 
Satuboat,  March  26.  Of  Roancke. 

The  first  emotion  of  the  editors,  on  reading  this  note, 
was  that  of  surprise ;  no  intimation  having  been  re- 
ceived, from  any  other  quarter,  either  before  or  since 
the  receipt  of  the  above  note,  of  the  least  incorrectness 
in  our  sccount  of  the  proceedings.  With  that  cour- 
tesy, however,  which,  if  not  our  duty,  it  has  always 
been  our  wish  to  observe  towards  those  who  address 
us  on  matters  of  business,  the  following  answer  was  re- 
turned to  Mr.  Randolph's  note : 

SuHDAT,  March  26,  1820. 
Hon.  John  Randolph. 

Sir :  The  report,  to  which  you  refer  in  your  note  of 
the  25th,  was  derived  from  sources  entitled  to  high 
credit ;  particular  care  being  taken  not  to  impute  to 
you  any  language  which  might  be  subject  to  misrepre- 
seotatioo.  Tour  speech  on  the  following  day  was  re- 
ported, and  will  be  submitted  to  you  for  revisioa  when 
transcribed.    Very  respectfully,  dec 

GALES  dc  SEATON. 

These  two  notes  are  only  introduced  to  the  pobKe 
eye,  because  a  part  of  our  note  was  referred  to  by  MLr. 
Randolph,  in  introducing  hia  motion  yesterday,  and 
becauae  they  serve  to  show  the  grounds  of  Ida  raoHiea. 
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of  land  claims  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,"  was 
read  twiee,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pri- 
vate Land  Ciaims. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  apportioniDg  the  Representatives  in  the 
Serenteeotn  Congress,  to  be  elected  in  the  States 
of  Massachusetts  and  Maine,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses;" in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this 
house. 

The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee;  and  Messrs.  Holmes,  Mason,  Hill, 
Shaw,  and  Whitman,  were  appointed  the  said 
committee. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  A.  Dix  then 
passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  being 
supported  by  Mr.  Wili^iams,  of  North  Carolina, 
and  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  transmitting  a  general  abstract 
of  the  militia  of  the  United  States,  in  pursuance 
of  the  act  of  March  the  3d,  1803~Read. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  of  this  House, 
entitled  "An  act  maKing  appropriations  for  the 
military  service  of  the  l^ited  States  for  the  year 
1820,^'  with  amendments.  They  have  also  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain 
sufferers  bv  fire  at  Savannah,  in  Georgia  ;"  and  a 
joint  resolution,  directing  tne  President  of  the 
Senate  and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  adjourn  their  respective  Houses  on 
Monday  the  24th  of  April  next;  in  which  amend- 
ments, bill|  and  resolution,  they  ask  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House. 

Ordertd,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union  be  discharged  from  the 

The  facto  in  regard  to  the  account  of  proceeding!, 
to  which  exceptions  have  been  taken,  are  simply  theae. 
The  editors  of  this  paper  have  at  timea  other  matters 
to  attend  to,  of  some  importance  to  their  readers  aa 
well  OS  to  themaeWes,  besides  observing  and  noting 
the  proceedings  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress.  It  so 
happened),  that  he  who  attended  the  Representativea' 
Hall  on  that  day,  having  been  otherwise  occupied,  did 
not  reach  the  House  until  half  an  hour  afler  the  Bit- 
ting coiiKnenced,  when  the  yeas  and  nays  were  in  the 
act  of  being  recorded  by  the  Clerk,  on  the  queation  of 
ailjourament.  Desirous  of  properly  stating  what  had 
taken  place,  information  was  sought  for,  collected,  and 
arranged  with  unusual  care  to  avoid  error ;  and,  with 
a  particular  desire  to  guard  against  the  possibility  of 
misstating  any  part  of  Mr.  Randolph's  langnage,  it 
was  stated  so  generally  aa  not  to  be  capable  of  mis- 
apprehension. Had  any  gentleman,  whose  name 
waa  mentioned  in  the  account  of  that  day 'a  proceed- 
ings, pointed  out  an  error  in  respect  to  himself,  it 
would  at  the  time  have  been,  according  to  our  invari- 
able usage,  promptly, acknowledged  and  corrected.  It 
»(iall  yet  be.  What  we  did  not  know,  we  could  not 
iUie.  If  any  thing  material  was  shown  to  be  omitted, 
the  defect  would  have  been  supplied  ;  and  it  shall  yet  be. 

The  motion  above  stated,  waa  proposed  by  Mr.  8tro- 
iher,  of  Virginia,  to  be  amended,  by  adding  thereto 
worde  to  the  following  effect: 

**  Unlet9  ike  information  required  hy  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia^  iafttmithed  by  UMnorrow  morning?' 
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consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  take  possession  of 
East  and  West  Florida, «nd  establish  a  temporary 
government  therein,  and  that  it  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  legal  rep- 
resentatives of  Nicholas  Vreeland,  deceased.''  The 
bill  vras  reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  authorizing  payment  to  be  made  for  cer- 
tain muskets  impressed  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States."  The  bill  was  reported  with  an 
amendment ;  which  was  concurred  m  b)[  the  House, 
and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the/  bill  from  the  Senate^  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Cassin,  widow  and 
administratrix  of  Patrick  Cassin,  deceased."  The 
bill  was  reported  without  amendment,  and  was 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Swartwout." 
The  bill  was  reported  without  amendment,  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Harding,  Qiles 
Harding,  John  Shute,  and  John  Nichols."  The 
bill  was  reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  biH  from  the  Senate,  entitled 

Whereupon,  we  understand,  Mr.  R.,  at  the  augges- 
tion  of  a  friend,  withdrew  hia  motion,  to  give  an  op- 
portunity, before  renewing  it,  to  us  to  disclose  to  him 
the  names  of  those  who  furnished  us  with  an  account 
of  the  proceeding  referred  to  in  hia  note  aa  above. 

As  we  are  persuaded  that  Mr.  Strother  is  not,  either 
with  or  without  motive,  unfriendly  to  ua,  nor  yet  to 
the  freedom  of  the  press,  but  the  contrary,  we  will 
only  say  of  his  suggestion  that,  followed  up,  it  would 
lead  him  into  a  labyrinth  of  doctrines,  dangerous  in 
the  extreme  to  the  rights  of  the  citizen,  and  which  he 
would  be  the  first  to  disclaim. 

With  respect  to  the  admission  into  the  Hall  of  Rep- 
resentatives, it  is  a  privilege  to  which,  we  trust,  we 
give  its  due  importance.  But,  were  it  ten  timea  more 
valuable  than  it  is,  the  menace  of  exclusion  from  the 
Hall  would  not  induce  us  to  swerve,  on  this  occasion, 
from  our  duty ;  which  is,  to  resist  every  attempt,  from 
whatever  quarter,  to  invade  the  privileges  of  the 
press. 

It  will  be  merely  decoroua  in  ua  voluntarily  to  ex- 
clude ourselves  from  the  Hall,  until  the  queation  on 
Mr.  Randolph's  motion  is  settled,  if  it  is  to  be  settled 
at  all,  by  a  vote  of  the  Houae. 

Wo  shall  endeavor,  however,  to  give  our  readers  an 
idea  of  what  is  going  on  there  meanwhile;  and,  if  we 
do  not  give  the  speeches  of  the  members,  we  shall  at 
least  have  the  satisfaction  of  being  sure  that  we  have 
not  mistaken  their  meaning. 
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'^An  act  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
issue  letters  patent  to  Richard  Wilcox."  The 
bill  was  reported  without  amendment,  and  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ', 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Anthony  S.  Delisle,  Ed- 
ward B.  Dudley,  and  John  M.  Van  Cleef/"  The 
bill  was  reporteid  without  amendment,  and  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
^An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  President,  Directors, 
and  Company,  of  the  Merchants'  Bank  of  New- 
port, in  Rhode  Island."  The  bill  was  reported 
without  amendment,  and  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  taUe. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee>of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
^'An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jennings  O'Bannon." 
The  bill  was  reported  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Foot  moved  to  amend  the  said  bill,  by 
transposing  the  words  <m  the  exhibition  of  proper 
vouchers,  from  the  place  in  which  they  stand,  to 
come  in  next  after  the  words  TVectsury  DepartmeiU. 

And,  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative,  and  the  bill  was  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

SALE  OF  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  fur- 
ther to  suspend,  for  a  limited  time,  the  sale  or  for- 
feiture of  land  for  failure  in  completing  the  pay- 
ment thereon,"  was  read  the  third  time ;  and  the 
question  was  stated,  Shall  it  pass  ?  when 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Slocumb  to  lay  the 
bill  on  the  table ;  which  was  opposed  by  Mr.  An- 
derson. 

A  short  debate  then  arose  involving  the  merits 
of  the  bill,  which  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Har- 
din, Fuller,  Brush,  Hill,  Storrs,  Campbell, 
Lowndes,  Rankin,  Beecher,  and  Cook,  and  op- 
posed by  Messrs.  Cobb  and  Slocumb. 

The  ground  on  which  the  bill  was  supported, 
was,  generally,  that  the  indulgence,  proposed  to  be 
extended  by  this  bill,  had  been  granted  for  so 
manv  successive  years,  that  it  had  been  confi- 
dently calculated  upon  by  the  purchasers  of  the 
public  lands ;  and  that  there  was  nothing  in  the 
circumstances  of  the  present  times  which  made  the 
indulgence  less  necessary  than  hitherto,  but  rather 
the  contrary.  It  was  not  denied  that  this  indul- 
gence ought  to  cease,  but,  it  was  said,  it  ought  not 
to  cease  without  some  previous  intimation  of  the 
intention  of  Congress  m  this  respect — such,  for 
example,  as  would  be  given  by  the  passage  of  the 
bill  now  depending  for  changing  the  mode  of  dis- 
posing of  the  public  lands. 

The  bill  was  opposed  on  the  ground  that  it  was 
time  to  change  a  system  which  daily  augmented 
the  debt  due  to  the  Treasury,  and  kept  from  it  so 
large  an  amount  of  money,  at  a  time  when  the 
Treasury  is  certainly  not  overflowing.  Some  re- 
lief, probably,  was  necessary,  but  it  was  worthy  of 
inquiry  whether  it  could  not  be  better  given  m  a 
different  form.    If  such  a  bill  as  this  was  to  pass 


at  this  session,  however^  it  was  contended  that  it 
ou^ht  to  be  ddayed  until  the  svstem  could  be  ex- 
amined, with  a  view  to  a  remedy  of  what  was  cer- 
tainly an  evil,  the  progress  of  which  ought  to  be 
arrested. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table  was 
overruled ;  and  it  was  finall^r  passed,  not  without 
opposition,  but  without  a  division,  and  returned  to 
the  Senate. 

REMISSION  OF  DUTIES. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  for 
the  relief  of  certain  persons  who  have  paid  duties 
on  certain  goods  imported  into  Castine. 

This  bill  embraces  a  case,  in  which,  on  the  re- 
delivery of  Castine  to  the  United  States  at  the 
close  of  the  late  war,  certain  foreign  goods  were 
found  there,  and  duties  thereon  were  levied  by  the 
collector  of  the  United  States,  though  the  same 
goods  had  previously  paid  the  duties  levied  there- 
on by  the  British  authorities.  Most  of  the  per- 
sons concerned  resisted  the  payment  demanded  by 
the  United  States  officers;  and,  by  a  recent  decis- 
ion of  the  Supreme  Court,  they  are  exempted  from 
the  payment,  on  the  ground  of  national  law. — 
Some,  nowever,  did  pay  their  bonds ;  and  this  bill 
proposes,  in  order  to  place  them  on  the  same  loot- 
ing as  those  who  resisted  the  payment,  to  refund 
from  the  Treasury  the  amount  of  those  bonds. 

On  this  bill  a  debate  took  place,  it  being  oppo>ed 
by  Messrs.  Holmes  and  Rhea,  and  supported  by 
Messrs.  Smith  of  Maryland,  Sergeant,  Silsble, 
and  Mason.  Messrs.  Tyler  and  Barbour  as- 
signed the  reasons  why  they  should  rote  for  ihc 
biTl';  yet  disapproving  the  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  whicn  appeared  to  make  its  passage  necc:s- 
sary,  with  a  view  to  equity  and  justice. 

The  bill  was  opposed  on  the  ground  that,  in  all 
probability,  the  ^ods  in  question  had  been  im- 
ported eitner  during  the  war,  to  be  smuggled  into 
the  United  States — or,  after  the  conclosion  of 
peace,  but  before  the  place  was  given  upu  also  with 
a  view  to  their  being  conveyed  into  the  United 
States,  and  thus  to  evade  the  duties  which  would 
have  been  payable  had  they  been  legally  imported 
into  the  United  States.  It  such  were  the  tact,  it 
was  said  that  the  duties  ought  not  to  be  refunded. 

The  discussion  resulted  in  the  Committee's  ris- 
ing and  reporting  the  bill,  and  obtaining  leave  to 
sit  again. 

Friday,  March  31. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  Committee  of  Claim?, 
to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Rosalie  P.  Dos- 
londe,"  made  a  detailed  report  thereon,  recom- 
mending that  the  said  bill  be  postponed  ioJcH- 
nitely;  which  report  and  bill  were  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Alexander  Smyth,  from  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs,  who  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  providing  for  the 
payment  of  a  gun  and  gun-carriage,  taken  by  the 
enemy  at  the  battle  of  North  Pomt,  on  the  12th 
September,  1814,  made   an  unfavorable  report 
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thereon;  wiiich  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  tabk. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  ''An  act  making  appropriations  for 
the  military  service  of  the  United  States  for  the 
year  1820,"  were  read,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act  for 
the  reh'ef  of  certain  sufferers  by  fire  at  Savannah, 
in  Georgia,"  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Wavs  and  Means. 

The  resolution  from  the  Senate,  fixing  a  period 
for  the  termination  of  the  present  session  oi  Con- 
gress, was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  and  representatives  of  Nicholaa  Vreeland, 
deceased^  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  ques- 
tion having^been  put  on  its  passage— 

Mr.  RANnoLPR  moved  that  the  bill  do  lie  on  the 
table;  which  motion  was  negatived. 

The  question  was  then  taken.  Shall  it  pass? 
aod  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Ranoolph  then  rose,  and,  after  a  speech  of 
some  length,  to  enforce  the  propriety  of  a  respect- 
ful observance  of  this  day,  (Good  Friday,)  and  of 
the  duties  connected  with  it — moved  tnat  when 
the  House  adjourn  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday 
next,  with  an  intimation  that  if  the  motion  should 
prevail,  he  would  forthwith  follow  it  with  a  mo- 
tion for  adjournment. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  over  to  Monday  was 
negatived. 

Mr.  Ranoolpu  then  moved  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn. 

This  motion  was  also  negatived— ^bout  twenty 
risine  in  favor  of  it. 

fiills  from  the  Senate  of  the  following  titles, 
to  wit:  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  A.  Dix;  An 
act  authorizing  payment  to  be  made  for  certain 
muskets  impressed  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  (as  amended ;)  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
legal  representatives  of  John  O'Conner,  deceased ; 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Cassin,  widow  and 
administratrix  of  Patrick  Cfassin,  deceased ;  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Swartwout;  An  act 
for  the  relief  of  John  Harding,  Giles  Harding, 
John  Shute,  and  John  Nicholas;  An  act  author- 
izing the  Secretary  of  State  to  issue  letters  patent 
to  Richard  Wilcox ;  and  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Jennings  O'Bannon ;  were  severally  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

IMPORTATION  OF  SLAVES. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Delisle,  Dudley,  and 
Van  Cieef,  being  read  a  third  time,  and  the  ques- 
tion sttited  on  its  passage — 

Mr.  Cocke  moved  that  the  bill  be  indefinitely 
postponed. 

[This  is  a  case  in  which  the  forfeiture  has  been 
incuned  by  the  importation  of  six  domestic  ser- 
vants (slaves)  by  a  captain  of  a  vessel  from  a  for- 
'M^n  port — ^he  bemg  omcially  assured  by  the  Consul 
of  the  United  States  resident  there,  in  writing, 
t^iat  there  was  nothing  in  the  laws  of  the  Unit^ 
States  forbidding  the  importation  of  family  slaves, ' 


by  a  person  inaporting  himself  into  the  United 
States.  The  bill  proposes  a  remission  of  the  for- 
feiture thus  incurred  without  any  intent  to  violate 
the  law.] 

The  motion  to  postpone  brought  on  a  debate  of 
considerable  extent  on  the  merits  of  the  bill ;  in 
which  Messrs.  Slocumb,  Foot,  Sbttle,  McLanb, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Brush,  Tomlinson,  Whit- 
man. Storrs,  Trimble,  Rhea,  Fuller,  Taylor, 
and  Livermorb.  took  part. 

Mr.  Foot,  ot  Connecticut,  said,  the  extreme 
anxiety  and  impatience  of  gentlemen  to  pass  the 
bill  under  consideration  had  surprised  him.  Six 
weeks,  said  he,  have  been  spent  on  a  subject  invdy- 
ing  no  principle  which  can  compare,  in  point  of 
importance,  with  this  hill.  The  Missouri  question 
did  not  involve  the  question  of  freedom  or  slave- 
ry, but  merely  whether  slaves  now  in  the  coun- 
try might  be  permitted  to  reside  in  the  proposed 
new  State  ;  and  whether  Congress  or  Missouri 
possessed  the  power  to  decide.  But,  sir,  we  are 
called  upon  by  this  bill  to  remit  a  penalty  incur- 
red for  a  violation  of  our  laws  '<  to  prohibit  the 
importation  of  slaves  into  our  country' — a  law  of 
all  others  which  in  my  opinion  shotud  be  rigidly 
enforced  and  most  sacredly  regarded.  And,  sir.  I 
am  astonished  to  hear  gentlemen,  who,  on  the  Mis- 
souri question,  which  not  only  agitated  this  House, 
but  the  whole  country,  to  its  base,  and  threaten- 
ed a  dissolution  of  the  Union ;  and  gentlemen  too, 
who.  on  that  occasion,  denounced  all  as  the  friends 
of  slavery  who  honestly  differed  with  them  in 
opinion  on  the  Constitutional  power  of  Congress ; 
yes,  sir,  and  who  boldly  declared  that,  fearless  of 
all  consequences,  thev  would  impose  the  restric- 
tion ; — 'that  these  gentlemen  should  now  be  the  ad- 
vocates for  a  virtual  repeal  of  the  only  law  which 
prohibits  the  importation  of  slaves !  Sir,  if  you 
pass  this  bill,  you  open  your  ports  immediately  to 
the  importation  of  slaves,  without  number,  under 
the  head  of  domestics. 

I  entreat  gentlemen  to  pause,  if  indeed,  as  they 
profess,  they  are  disposed  to  prevent  the  slave  trade. 
Go,  sir,  with  me  to  Martinique,  and  witness  the 
attempts  made  by  citizens  of  the  United  States  to 
smuggle  slaves  into  the  United  States  under  this 
pretence !  If  they  may  be  admitted  as  domestics, 
every  vessel  will  be  full-freighted  with  these  do- 
mestic servants,  and  the  slave  will  be  as  free  as 
before  the  passage  of  your  law. 

But,  say  the  ^ntlemen,  this  petitioner  is  in- 
nocent— he  was  ignorant  of  your  laws.  If  so,  I 
would  ask,  why  did  he  apply  to  the  commercial 
agent,  to  inquire  whether  domestic  slaves  might 
safely  be  brought  ?  Look,  sir,  at  the  letter  of  the 
commercial  agent  to  this  petitioner,  and  say,  if 
you  can,  that  the  petitioner  was  ignorant  of  our 
laws  ?  No,  sir,  the  petitioner  knew  our  law — he^ 
sir,  knew  it  was  in  violation  of  that  law — and  if, 
sir,  after  this,  he  was  disposed  to  trust  the  chance 
of  escape  or  evasion  of  that  law,  which,  of  all 
others,  should  be  most  rigorously  enforced,  I  shall 
never  give  my  vote  for  his  relief. 

Pass  this  bill^  sir,  and  you  may  employ  your 
armies  and  navies  in  vain  to  break  up  this  most 
inhuman  and  barbarous  traffic. 
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The  question  on  indefinite  postponement  was  at 
length  decided  in  the  negative — 89  to  67. 

A  doubt  was  then  suggested  by  Mr.  Barbour, 
whether  Congress  possessed  the  power  to  remit 
that  portion  of  the  forfeiture  which  by  law  accrues 
to  the  informers  or  prosecutors  of  the  alleged  of- 
fence, and  whether  the  bill  therefore  did  not,  in  this 
respect,  require  a  limitation  to  that  portion  of  the 
penalty  which  accrued  to  the  United  States. 

Hereupon  further  debate  took  place ;  and  a  mo- 
tion was  made  by  Mr.  Pino  all  to  recommit  the 
bill,  with  instructions  so  to  amend  it  as  to  remit 
only  that  portion  of  the  forfeiture  which  has  ac- 
crued to  the  use  of  the  United  States  ;  which 
motion  was  decided  affirmatively  by  a  vote  of  64 
to  52. 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSIONS. 

The  House  took  up,  and  proceeded  to  consider, 
the  bill  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to 
provide  for  certain  persons  engaged  in  the  land 
and  naval  service  of  the  United  States  in  the  Re- 
volutionary war,"  passed  on  the  18th  of  March, 
1818 ;  and  the  said  bill  being  read — 

Mr.  Barbour  moved  to  amend  the  same,  by 
strikinfir  out  the  third  section  and  inserting  in  lieu 
thereof  the  following: 

8kc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  act  to 
which  thia  is  an  amendment  shall  be  so  construed  aa 
that  no  person  shall  be  entitled  to  its  proviaiona  whose 
property  is  of  the  value  of—,  which  value  shall 
be  taken  from  the  estimation  of  the  court  to  which 
the  schedule  shall  be  eihibited,  and  which  ia  herein- 
before required  to  be  certified  to  the  Secretary  of 
War. 

And,  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Whitman  then  moved  an  amendment  to 
strike  out  the  whole  of  the  said  bill,  except  the 
enacting  clause,  and  to  substitute  in  lieu  thereof 
the  following : 

Sec.  1.  That  every  person  who  may  hereafter  apply 
for  a  pension  under  the  act  to  which  this  is  in  addi- 
tion, shall  file  with  the  judge  who  may  administer  the 
oath  in  relation  to  the  service  of  the  applicant,  an 
additional   affidavit,  specifying   the   kinds,    and    the 
amount  in  value  of  each  kind,  of  all  and  singular  his 
goods,   chattels,   lands,   and    tenements,   rights   and 
credits,  if  any,  of  which  he  may  be  seized  and  pos- 
sessed at  the  time  of  making  his   application ;  and, 
aUo,  the  income,  if  any,  he  may  have  from  any  other 
source,  and  comprising  his  ability  to  labor  in  aid  of 
hia  subsistence;  and  exhibiting  the  state  and  degree 
of  his  reduced  circumstances  in  life,  and  of  his  need 
of  assistance  from  his  country  for  support;  and  de- 
claring that  he  has  not,   since  the  passage  of  the  act 
to  which  this  is  in  addition,  in  any  manner  alienated, 
assigned,  transferred,  sold,   or  conveyed,  any  portion 
of  his  estate,  or  in  any  manner  encumbered  the  same, 
with  a  view  to  become  entitled  to  the  benefit  thereof; 
which  affidavit,  being  corroborated  by  other  testimony, 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  judge,  and  being  certified  by 
him  to  have  been  so  proved,  shall  be  forwarded  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  with  the  other  papers  of  the  appli- 
cant, required  by  the  act  to  which  this  is  in  addition. 

Sac.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Sec- 
tary of  War  shall  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  required, 
whenever  he  shall  have  been  informed,  and  whenever 


he  shall  have  good  cause  to  apprehend,  and  shall,  in 
fact,  apprehend,  that  a  pension  has  been  granted, 
under  the  act  to  which  thia  ia  in  addition,  to  any  per- 
son not  justly  entitled  thereto,  he  shall  cause  notice 
thereof  to  be  given  to  such  pensioner,  who  shall, 
thereupon,  file  his  affidavit,  in  the  same  manner,  and 
comprising  the  same  particulars,  as  are  herein  further 
provided,  in  the  case  of  all  further  applications  under 
the  act  to  which  this  is  in  addition ;  and  containing 
any  other  facts  which  the  Secretary  of  War  may  pre- 
scribe to,  and  require  of,  such  applicant,  in  relation  to 
hie  term  of  aervice,  and  the  corps  or  line  in  which  he 
may  have  served;  and  the  affidavit,  being  so  filed, 
proved,  and  certified,  shall  be  forwarded  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  who,  on  inspection  thereof,  shall  de> 
cide  whether  such  pensioner  be  entitled  to  his  pen- 
sion, and  shall  continue  or  revoke  the  same  accord- 
ingly ;  and  no  pension  shall  be  paid  to  any  pensioner, 
which  shall  have  become  due,  after  notice,  as  afore- 
said, from  the  Secretary  of  War,  that  hia  right  to  a 
pension  has  become  doubtful,  until  the  Secretary  o( 
War  shall  have  decided,  on  inspection  of  the  affidavit 
80  to  be  forwarded,  that  the  pensioner  is  justly  entitled 
thereto. 

Skc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  shall  cause  each  of  the  diatrict  attor- 
neys and  marshals  of  the  United  States  to  be  furnished 
with  a  list  of  the  pensioners  residing  within  their  re- 
spective districts;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty(Of  the  said 
attorneys  and  marshals  to  acquaint  the  Secretary  of 
War  with  every  case  in  which  they  may  apprehend 
that  any  person  has  been  unduly  placed  on  the  pen- 
sion list;  and  it  shall,  moreover,  be  the  duty  of  the 
said  attorneys  to  lay  such  lists  before  the  grand  ju- 
rors, at  each  and  every  term  of  the  courts  of  the 
United  States  at  which  a  grand  jury  shall  t>e  assem- 
bled, and  examine  each  and  every  of  them,  as  to  any 
knowledge  he  may  have  of  any  person  on  said  list 
who  shall  not  be  justly  entitled  to  said  pension ;  and 
any  attorney  who,  on  such  inquiry,  shall  have  rejson 
to  apprehend  that  any  person  named  on  said  list  has 
no  just  claim  to  a  pension,  he  shall  acquaint  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  therewith. 

Skc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  may  per- 
son, being  the  agent  or  attorney  of  any  pensioner, 
shall,  before  he  shall  receive  the  pension  which  shal 
at  any  time  become  due  to  his  constituent  or  princi- 
pal, declare,  on  oath,  or  affirmation,  before  some  ma- 
gistrate competent  to  adminibter  the  same,  that  he  has 
not,  directly  or  indirectly,  either  as  the  creditor  o(  his 
constituent  or  principal,  or  otherwise,  any  claim  to, 
or  contract  in,  the  money,  or  any  part  of  it,  which  he 
may  be  about  to  receive ;  and  that  he  will,  without 
unnecessary  delay,  pay  over  the  money  he  may  re* 
ceive,  without  deducting  any  fee  or  reward  therefor, 
other  than  that  which  be  may  pay  to  a  magistrate  lor 
authenticating  the  documents  required  to  entitle  bim, 
as  agent  or  attorney,  to  receive  such  pension,  to  tho 
pensioner,  personally,  or  to  his  guardian,  executor,  or 
administrator,  entitled  to  receive  the  same. 

Sac.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any 
person  whatever  shall  withhold  any  pension  certifi- 
cate from  any  pensioner,  his  guardian,  executor,  or 
administrator,  lawfully  entitled  to  the  possession  of 
the  same,  under  any  pretence  whatever,  after  rea- 
sonable notice  and  demand  to  deliver  the  sarue.  he 
shall  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  person  entitled  to  the  pos- 
session of  such  certificate,  to  and  for  the  use  of  such 
pensioner,  his  heirs,  or  assigns,  twice  the  amount  of 
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any  eum  that,  at  the  time  of  making  such  demmiid, 
shall  be  dac,  or  that  shall  become  due  thereon  at  any 
time  before  the  surrender  of  such  certificate  to  the 
person  josUy  entitled  to  the  possession  thereof;  to  be 
recoYered  bj  action  of  debt,  in  any  court  proper  to  try 
the  same. 

Sic.  6.  And  be  it  further  enaetedf  That,  in  case  of 
the  ioianity  of  any  person  entitled  to  the  benefits  of 
the  act  to  which  this  is  in  addition,   his  application 
therefor  may  be  made  by  gusrdian,  or  the  person  or 
persons  to  whom,  by  law,  the  custody  of  such  insane 
person,  his  goods  and  effects,   shall  have  been  as- 
signed, who  shall  state  the  facts,  a  statement  of  which 
TvouiJ,  olherwiBe,  have  been  required  of  such  insane 
person ;  and  shall  swear,  or  affirm,  that  the  same  are 
true,  according  to  the  best  of  his  or  their  knowledge 
and  belief;  and  shall,  also,  produce  other  evidence  of 
the  truth  thereof,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  judge  who 
shall  attend  to  the  verification  of  such  iacts. 

.  Sic  7.  And  he  it  furihet  enacted^  That  any  per- 
son who  diaUy  wittingly  and  willingly,  testify  falsely 
iD  relation  to  any  matter  and  thing  required  by  this 
act,  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  guilty  of  the 
crime  of  perjury ;  and,  being  thereof  convicted,  shall 
be  punished  accordingly. 

The  said  substitute  being  read — 

Mr.  Bloomfield  moved  that  the  bill  lie  on  the 
table;  which  being  rejected,  the  question  was 
then  taken  on  the  amendment  moved  by  Mr. 
Whitm AiTy  and  determined  in  the  neffative. 

Mr.  Storbs  moyed  to  amend  the  bui  by  striking 
out  the  word  "•  indigent,"  in  the  sixth  line  of  the 
third  section.  And,  on  the  question  to  agree  there- 
to, it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  then  said, 
he  was  not  aUe  to  discover  any  good  reason  for  a 
dUtlnction  between  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
Revolutionary  war  now  reduced  to  poverty ;  and, 


Allen  of  Tennessee,  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Bateman, 
Bayly,  Bloomfield,  Boden,  Brush,  BufTuro,  Butler  of 
Louisiana,  Case,  Clagett,  Clark,Culpeper,  Cushman, 
Darlington,  Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Dowse,  Eddy,  Edwards 
of  Connecticut,  Fay,  Foot,  Ford,  Forrest,  Fuller,  Ful- 
lerton,  Hackley,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  Delaware, 
Hardin,  Hibshman,  Hill,  Holmes,  Hostetter,  Jones  of 
Virginia,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kendall,  Kent,  Kinsey, 
Kinsley,  Lathrop,  Little,  Lincoln,  Linn,  Livermore, 
Lowndes,  Maclay,  McLane  of  Delaware,  Mallary, 
Mason,  Meech,  Meigs,  Mercer,  8.  Moore,  Monell,  Mor- 
ton, Murray,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Nelson 
of  Virginia,  Newton,  Parker  of  Massachusetts,  Patter- 
son, Philson,  Pindall,  Pitcher,  Quarles,  Rhea,  Rogers, 
Russ,  Sampson,  Silsbee,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith 
of  Maryland,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Strong  of  New 
York,  Taylor,  Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Tyler,  Van  Rensse- 
laer, Wallace,  Wendover,  Whitman  and  Wood. 

Mr.  Livermore  moved  to  amend  that  part  of 
the  first  section  of  the  bill  which  reouires  an  ap- 
plicant for  a  pension  to  swear,  or  affirm,  that  he 
was  a  resident  citizen  of  the  United  States  on  the 
18th  of  April,  1818,  by  striking  out  the  word  reH- 
derU  ;  which  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Cannon,  under  the  impression  that  the  ser* 
vice  of  the  militia  had  been  of  as  much  importance, 
and  their  sacrifices  as  great  at  least  as  those  of  the 
continental  soldiers,  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
adding  a  new  section,  as  follows : 

Ssc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  officers, 
non-commissioned  otiicers,  musicians,  and  privates,  of 
the  militia,  who  have  performed  service  to  the  amount 
of  nine  months,  by  one  or  more  tours  of  duty,  during 
the  Revolutionary  war,  shall  also  be  entitled  to  the 
proviiions  of  the  aforesaid  act,  passed  the  16th  of 
March,  1818. 

Mr.  Hardin  suggested  that  the  proposition  of 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  was  incomplete. 


as  pattimr  them  on  the  same  footing  would  save   He  ought  to  have  connected  with  it  provisions  for 
to  the  country  annually  a  considerable  sum  oi 
money,  he  moved  to  add  the  following  as  a  new 
section  to  the  bill: 

M  That  no  officer  who  now  is,  or  may  hereafter  be 
pUced  on  the  pension  list,  shall,  after  the  payment  of 
that  part  of  hie  pension  which  became  due  on  the  4th 


a  direct  tax  or  internal  duties,  which  would  be  the 
necessary  consequence  of  a  measure  that  would  add 
fuU  five  millions  to  the  present  amount  of  expend- 
itures under  the  pension  act. 

Mr.  Cannon  said,  he  would  tell  the  gentleman, 

if  Congress  went  on  with  their  present  enormous 

day  ofU^Tch.  1820,  be  entiUed  to  receive  more  than    exiHmditares,  he  should  be  ready,  without  this  pp^ 

ten  dolJwpCTmontii,  the  same  as  received  by  all  other    ^^'.«°'  ^^  *  direct  tax.    He  placed  his  motion,  he 

r^m^^  <m  ^  ni.nsion  list."  sa^^j  ^^}^^  gTounds  of  oquaUty  and  justice,  which 

appeared  to  him  to  sustain  it. 


persons  on  the  pension  list. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Can- 
mom  on  agreeing  to  this  motion,  were — ^for  the 
motion,  62 ;  agaonst  it,  89 ;  as  follows : 

VKAs->Messr8.   Alexander,  Archer  of  Maryland, 
Archer  of  Virginia,  Ball,  fiarbour,  Beecher,   Brevard, 
Brown,  Bryan,  Burton,  Burwell,  Campbell,  Cannon, 
Cobb,  Cocke,  Cook,  Crafts,  Crawford,  Cuthbert,  Da- 
vidson, Earle,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Floyd,  Fol- 
gcTf    Groea  of  Pennsylvania,  Hall  of  North  Carolina, 
Haxard,  Hendricks,  Hooks,  McCoy,   McCreary,  Mc- 
I^ean  of  Kentndty,  Marchand,   Metcalf,  R.   Moore, 
OveraCraet,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Plumer,  Reed,  Rich, 
Klcharda,  Richmond,  Robertson,  Ross,  Sawyer,  Settle, 
Shaw,  Sloan,  Sloeumb,  B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Smith 
of   North  Carolina,  Southard,  Stevens,  Strong  of  Ver- 
mont, Strother,  Swearingen,  Tarr,  Terrell,  Tompkins, 
Tucker  of  Soath  Carolina,  Walker,  and  WilHams  of 
Tiorth  Carolina. 


l<ATa— Meaan.  Abbot,  Adams,  Allen  of  New  York,  t  lowing: 


Mr.  Bloomfielu  said  a  few  words  against  the 
motion ;  when  the  question  was  taken  thereon, 
and  decided  in  the  negative,  five  or  six  members 
rising  in  support  of  it. 

Mr.  Campbell  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill, 
by  adding  thereto  the  following  section : 

Sac.  4.  And  be  it  further  enaetedj  That  no  appli- 
cation for  a  pension  under  the  act  to  which  this  is  an 
amendment,  shall  be  received  by  the  Secretary  of  War 
after  the  first  day  of  June,  1820. 

This  motion  was  supported  by  the  mover,  and 
opposed  by  Messrs.  McLean,  Livermore,  Foot, 
CuLPBPER,  Bloomfield,  and  A.  Smyth-— and  was 
decided  in  the  negative,  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Strother  moved  an  amendment,  to  strike 
out  the  whole  of  the  said  bill,  except  the  enacting 
clause,  and  to  substitute,  in  lieu  thereof,  the  fJ- 
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'*  Thmt  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  provide  for  cer- 
tain pemna  engaged  in  the  land  and  naval  aernoe  of 
the  United  States  in  the  RevolntionaiT  war/  posaed 
the  18th  day  of  March,  1816,  be,  and  the  lanie  im 
heieb/,  repealed." 

Mr.  S.  said  he  voted  for  the  law,  without  fore- 
seeing the  extent  of  its  operation.  Bein^  con- 
vinc<3,  now,  that  its  benefits  were  not  eqnsJ  to  its 
expensireness,  he  made  the  best  reparation  he  could 
to  the  country,  by  moving  its  repeal. 

Mr.  Cannon  assigned  Sie  reason  why.  contrary 
to  his  disposition  heretofore  expressed,  Ke  should 
vote  for  the  repeal  of  the  law.  He  had  endeavored 
to  obtain  amendments  to  the  law,  to  place  the  of- 
ficers and  soldiers  on  the  same  footing,  and  to  place 
the  militiaman,  of  equal  or  greater  merit,  on  the 
same  footins  as  the  continental  soldier.  In  these 
objects,  he  had  failed ;  and  he  felt  himself  now 
bound  to  vote  for  the  repeal  of  a  law  unjust  and 
inequitable  in  its  operation. 

Mr.  CusBMAN,  of  Massachusetts,  spoke  as  fel- 
lows: 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  opposed  to  the  amendment 
now  under  consideration,  as  well  as  to  most  of  the 
provisions  of  the  bill,  as  reported  by  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means ;  for,  as  much  as  I  regret 
that  the  revenue  should  be  burdened  with  a  list  of 
pensioners,  of  almost  every  description,  I  should 
more  deeply  regret  that  the  law  granting  aid  to 
the  Revolutionary  soldier,  in  reduced  circum- 
stances, should  be  repealed,  or  even  modified  to 
his  detriment  This  repeal,  sir,  or  modification, 
would  be  attended  with  consequences  to  be  depre- 
cated. It  would  shake  a  confidence  in  the  prom- 
ises of  Government,  and  excite  suspicions  injurious 
to  its  reputation  for  wisdom  or  rectitude.  What, 
sir,  will  you,  of  your  own  good  will  and  pleasure, 
make  a  eratuitv,  and  guaranty  your  bounty  for 
life,  by  all  the  formalities  of  law  and  justice,  and 
upon  experiencing  some  trivial  inconvenience, 
some  temporary  scantiness  of  funds,  some  delay  in 
collecting  your  revenues,  rescind  your  solemn  en- 
gagement? Who  hereafter  will  have  any  reli- 
ance on  your  plighted  faith?  Such  a  conduct 
would  degrade  an  individual,  and  will  it  comport 
with  the  honor  and  dignity  of  a  great  nation,  if 
not  with  an  overflowing  treasury,  rich  in  resources? 
Will  it  not  serve  to  strengthen  the  opinion,  too 
readily  adopted,  that  a  Government  by  the  people 
is  unstable  and  fluctuating;  that  it  is  character- 
istic of  all  republics  to  be  ungmteful  ?  It  belongs 
to  the  American  Republic,  by  a  magnanimous 
policy,  to  wipe  away  this  vile  reproach — to  pre- 
vent this  foul  stain. 

The  present  generation,  living  in  ease  and  bask- 
ing in  the  sunshine  of  prosperity,  can  form  no 
'ade()uate  conception  of  wnat  the  army  of  the  Rev- 
olution sufiiered  in  the  cause  of  liberty,  to  prevent 
the  tyranny  meditated  for  this  country. 

In  the  first  years  of  the  war  the  soldiers  enlisted 
with  little  or  no  bounty ;  served  with  little  or  no 

Say ;  frequently  subsisted  on  scanty  rations ;  and, 
^Q^X)  thirsty,  and  without  convenient  clothing, 
endured  the  severest  fati^e.  They  took  the  field 
in  the  lowest  ebb  of  their  country's  fortune,  with 
no  prospect  before  them  but  victory  or  death. 


Amidst  the  inclemency  of  the  seasons  they  per- 
formed difficult  marches,  while  the  fiiUing  snows 
were  discolored,  or  the  frozen  ground  besprinkled, 
with  the  blood  issuing  from  their  lacerated  feet. 
On  the  cold  earth  they  bivouacked,  exposed  to  the 
beating  storms,  with  no  other  coverm^^  but  the 
canopy  of  the  heavens.  Under  every  discourage- 
ment they  persevered,  and  in  every  scene  of  action 
or  distress  displayed  a  patience  and  fortitode,  a 
patriotism  and  valor,  which  no  oUtades  coizld 
overcome,  no  dangers  appal.  They  suffered,  they 
fought  and  bled,  not  to  swell  the  trkuapbs  of  a 
proud  conqveror,  not  to  enslave  any  pottioa  of 
mankind,  but  in  the  cause  of  justice  aBHft  human- 
ity, to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  their  fellow- 
men,  and  their  achievements  were  such  as  to 
astonish  and  delight  the  world.  They  broke  the 
rod  of  the  oppressor,  and  procured  for  an  aggrieved 
people  freedom,  sovereignty,  and  independence.   • 

To  an  honorable  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
(Mr.  S.  Smith,)  as  well  as  to  an  honoiahle  gen- 
tleman from  New  Jersey,  (Mr.  Blooiifeeld,)  who 
partook  in  the  sufferings,  and  aided  the  triumphs, 
of  the  Revolutionary  army,  I  dare  appeal  for  the 
general  correctness  of  what  I  have  here  afl&rmed. 
Is  it  credible ;  does  it  not  rather  exceed  beMef,  that 
a  single  murmur  should  be  heard,  an  unpleasant 
sensation  indulged,  because  the  soldier,  who  de^ 
voted  the  bloom  and  vigor  of  life  to  save  his 
country  from  oppression,  should  receive  fbon  that 
country  a  small  boon  ?  Is  it  manly ;  is  it  gen- 
erous ;  does  it  comport  even  with  equity,  to  take 
from  him  this  boon,  and  leave  him  nntKmg  to 
show  for  his  prowess  and  toils  but  poverty,  wretch- 
edness, and  scars  ?  Let  no  such  injustice^  sir,  stain 
your  journals.  Let  it  never  be  recorded  by  his- 
tory's golden  pen.  Does  it  become  those  who, 
privileged  with  a  seat  within  these  nugnificent 
walls ;  who  behold  the  splendors  of  tike  Capitol ; 
who  solace  themselves  in  the  elegant  pleasures^  the 
refined  luxuries  of  the  city ;  whose  evttf  sense  is 
regaled  with  its  brilliant  scenes ;  does  it  become 
those  who^  by  the  courtesy  of  the  people,  are 
clothed  with  the  robes  of  office,  and  by  their 
bounty  fare  sumptuously  every  day ;  does  it,  sir, 
become  such  to  grudge  the  plam  morsel,  the  home- 
ly meal,  to  the  warworn  soldier,  by  whose  sufler- 
ings  and  blood  they  are  enabled  to  participate  in 
those  elevated  enjoyments  ?  Honor,  ami  every 
ennobling  sensation  of  the  generous  mind,  laust 
recoil  from  the  attempt.  It  should  be  the  policy 
of  our  Government,  as  I  trust  it  is,  to  countenance 
manly  virtue,  to  cherish  exalted  merit,  to  allure  to 
uncommon  excellence* by  motives  calculated  to 
operate  on  liberal  minds,  and  generously  to  reward 
the  patriotic  and  brave,  who  tor  the  public  safety 
expose  their  own  lives. 

In  advocating  the  cause  of  the  Revolutionary 
soldiers,  I  feel  a  confidence  in  the  rectitude  of  my 
sentiments.  They  are  supported  by  those  iA  the 
ffreat  Wasbinoton,  so  jusUy  styled  the  Father  of 
his  Country;  which,  sir.  with  your  leave,  I  will 
recite.  They  are  to  be  round  in  a  letter  addressed 
to  the  President  of  Congress,  dated  Headquarters, 
Newburg,  March  18,  1783.  They  are  these:  "If, 
'  besides  the  simple  payment  of  their  wages,  further 
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'  compensation  is  not  due  to  the  sufferings  and 
'  sacrifices  of  the  officers,  then  have  I  been  mis- 
'  taken,  indeed.     If  the  wliole  army  have  not  mer- 


'  from  the  field,  they  are  to  grow  old  in  poverty, 
^  wretchedness,  and  contempt ;  if  they  are  to  waae 
^  through  the  vile  mire  of  dependency,  and  owe 
<  the  miserable  remnant  of  that  life  to  charity. 
'  which  hitherto  has  been  spent  in  honor,  then  shall 
^  I  have  learnt  what  ingratitude  is ;  then  shall  I 
'  have  realized  a  tale  which  will  embitter  every 
^  moment  of  my  future  life.  But  I  am  under  no 
'  such  apprehension.  A  country  rescued  by  their 
'  arms  from  impending  ruin  will  never  leave  un- 
'  paid  the  dM  of  gralilvdt?'^ 

Such,  sir,  were  the  sentiments  of  the  patriotic 
Chief  of  our  Revolutionary  army.  They  speak  to 
Hie  understanding,  and  they  speak  to  the  heart. 
They  invoke  our  iustice  as  well  as  our  gratitude, 
and  they  urge  with  a  pathos  and  force  which,  I 
trust,  will  not  be  resisted.  I  am,  sir,  unwilling  to 
believe  that  diere  are  many  in  this  House,  or  even 
in  the  nation,  who  would  snatch  from  the  veteran 
soldier  the  only  nrop  on  which  he  can  lean  now  in 
the  decline  of  lite.  This  would  be  sporting  with 
his  feeiiAffs.  It  would  not  merely  cause  those 
w^ounib  which  he  received  in  fiehting  for  indepen- 
dence to  bleed  afresh,  it  would  make  new  and 
deep  ineiaions  in  the  tenderest  sensibihties  of  the 
heart.  What,  sir,  after  assuaging  the  anguish  of 
his  wound,  and  raising  in  him  some  faint  desire  of 
life,  will  yon  withdraw  your  compassionate  hand, 
and  leave  him  to  perish  m  his  blood.?  I  coniure 
you,  sir,  by  those  almost  divine  sympathies  which 
are  cherisned  by  the  patriotic  and  the  brave^  to 
continue  your  oounty.  Impart  to  the  droopmg 
soldier  some  gleam  of  comK>rt,  some  ray  of  con- 
solation, hastening,  as  he  is,  to  that  undiscovered 
country  from  whose  bourne  no  traveller  returns. 

I  dissen^  sir,  from  gentlemen  who  have  ex- 
pressed their  wishes  on  this  subject.  I  neither  de- 
sire, with  my  amiable  young  friend  and  worthy 
coUea^ie,  (Mr.  Lincoln,)  that  the  soldier  of  the 
Revolution  should  live  forever ;  nor.  with  the  hon- 
orable Speaker,  whom  I  should  feel  a  pride  and 
pleaaire  in  calling  my  friend,  that  the  life  of  the 
soldier  should  be  protracted  to  the  term  of  nine 
hundred  and  ninety-nine  years.  If  I  have  any 
wish  on  this  score  it  is  this,  that,  as  the  soldier  of 
the  Revelation  fought  the  good  fight,  and  sealed 
the  reoubhcan  cause  with  his  blood,  when  he  shall 
have  nnished  his  course,  he  may  be  translated  to 
happier  regions ;  where,  secure  from  the  strictinres 
and  &OWB8  of  the  ung[rateful.  he  may  receive  the 
rewards  due  to  patriotism  ana  valor,  to  moral  vir- 
tues and  generous  deeds. 

Without  farther  debate,  the  question  was  taken 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Strother,  to  rei>eal  the 
law  and  decided:  For  the  motion  32,  against  the 
motion  122,  as  follows: 

Yjbas — ^MeMVs.  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Vir- 
ginia, Barboor,  Brevard,  Burton,  Bnrwell,  Cannon, 
Cobb,  Crawford,  Cnthbert,  Edwards  of  North  Caro- 
Unt,  Fisher,  Hall  of  Delaware,  Jones  of  Virginia, 


Lowndes,  McCoy,  Metcalf,  Morton,  Parker  of  Vir- 
ginia, Quarles,  Reed,  Richards,  Robertson,  Sawyer, 
Slocamb,  B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Strong  of  Vermont,  Strother,  Terrell,  Tompkins, 
and  Walker. 

Nats — Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Alexander,  Allen  of 
Massachusetts,  Allen  of  New  York,  Allen  of  Ten^ 
nessee,  Anderson,  Baker,  Baldwin,  Ball,  Bateman, 
Bayly,  Beecher,  Bloomfield,  Boden,  Brown,  Bmsh, 
Bryan,  fi uffum,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Campbell,  Case, 
CUgett,  Clark,  Cocke,  Cook,  Crafts,  Culbreth,  Colpe^ 
per,  Cushman,  Darlington,  Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Dowser 
Earle,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Fay,  Flojd, 
Folger,  Foot,  Ford,  Forrest,  Fuller,  Fnllerton,  Gross 
of  Pennsylvania,  Hackley,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hardin, 
Hazard,  Hendricks,  Hibehman,  Hill,  Holmes,  Hooks, 
Hostetter,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kendall,  Kent,  Kinsey, 
Kinsley,  Lathrop,  Little,  Lincoln,  Linn,  Livermore, 
Lyman,  Maday,  McCreary,  McLane  of  Delaware, 
McLean  of  Kentucky,  MaUary,  Marcband*  Mason, 
Mercer,  R.  Moore,  8.  Moore,  Monell,  Murray,  NeaJ^ 
Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton, 
Overstreet,  Parker  of  Massachusetts,  I^tterson,  Phil- 
son,  Pindall,  Pitcher,  Plumer,  Rhea,  Rich,  Richmond, 
Rogers,  Ross,  Russ,  Sampson,  Settle,  Silsbee,  Sloan, 
Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  A.  Smyth 
of  Virginia,  Southard,  Stevens,  Storrs,  Strong  of  New 
York,  Swearingen,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Tomllnson,  Tracy, 
Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  SouUi  Caro- 
lina, Tyler,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Wendover, 
Whitman,  Williams  of  North  Carolina,  and  Wood. 

Mr.  Morton  then  moved  that  the  said,  bill  be 
amended  by  striking  out  all  thereof  except  the 
enacting  clause,  and  substituting,  in  lieu  thereof, 
the  following : 

That  every  person  who  now  is,  or  hereafter  may  be^ 
placed  on  the  pension  list  of  the  United  States,  by 
virtue  of  an  act  of  Congress,  entitled  *'An  act  to.pro? 
vide  for  certain  persons  engaged  in  the  land  and 
naval  service  of  the  United  States  in  the  Revolution- 
ary war,"  passed  the  eighteenth  of  March,  1818,  who 
served  for  the  term  of  nine  months,  and  for  a  term 
less  than  three  years,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  th« 
amount  of  the  pension  allowed  him.  by  said  act  for  the 
term  of  three  years  from  the  dste  of  his  declaration, 
and  no  longer;  and  every  person  who  now  is,  or  who 
hereafter  may  be,  placed  on  the^  pension  list  of  the 
United  States  by  virtue  of  the  act  aforesaid,  who 
served  for  the  term  of  three  years,  or  longer,  shall  be 
entitled  to  receive  the  amount  allowed  him  by  said  act 
for  the  term  of  five  years  from  the  date  of  his  declara- 
tion, and  no  longer. 

The  said  substitute  being  read,  the  (^juestion  was 
taken  to  agree  thereto,  and  detennmed  in  the 
negative— 186  to  46. 

Mr.  Strother  again  moved  to  strike  out  all  of 
the  said  bill  except  the  enacting  clause,  and  to 
substitute,  in  lieu  thereof,  the  following: 

That,  after  the  half  year  ending  in  September  next, 
the  pensions  of  all  persons  who  have  been  placed  on 
the  pension  liit  nnder  the  act  hereby  amended,  shall 
be  respectively  reduced  fifty  per  cent 

And,  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative.  j  .  .„ 

Mr.  Whitman  moved  to  add  to  the  said  hill  the 
fourth  and  fifth  sections  of  the  substitute  this  day 
proposed  by  him,  and  rejected  by  the  House. 
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And,  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ordering  the 
bill  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  and  deci- 
ded in  the  amrmative,  by  a  large  majority. 


SATURnAY,  April  1. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
sundry  inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  residing 
between  the  Miama  and  Scioto  rivers;  which 
was  read,  and  the  resolution  therein  contained  was 
•concurred  in  by  the  House,  as  follows : 

Resolved,  Tbst  it  is  inexpedient  to  pass  any  law 
upon  the  subject  of  the  complaint  of  the  petitioner. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  same  committee,  who 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ezpedieDcy  of 
passing  a  law  to  procure,  for  the  use  oi  the  United 
States,  copies  of  the  plans  and  field  notes  of  the 
lands  m  the  "  Ohio  Company's  Purchase,"  made 
an  unfavorable  report  thereon ;  which  was  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday 
next. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  enti- 
tled "An  act  supplementary  to  the  several  acts 
for  the  adjustment  of  land  claims  in  the  State  of 
Louisiana,"  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment:  and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  on  the  District 
of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam Pancoast ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  wnich  was  recommitted 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Anthony  S.  Delisle,  Kdward  B.  Dudley, 
and  John  M.  Van  Cleef,"  reported  the  same  with 
amendments;  which  were  read  and  concurred 
in  by  the  House,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
the  bill  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Holmes,  from  the  select  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An 
act  for  apportioning  the  Representatives  in  the 
Seventeenth  Congress  to  be  elected  in  the  States 
of  Massachusetts  and  Maine,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," reported  the  same  without  amendment; 
and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to- 
day. The  bill  was  accordingly  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

Mr.  Randolph  rose  to  make  a  motion  which 
was  not  more,  he  said,  the  result  of  duty  than  of 
inclination.  If  we  cannot,  said  Mr.  R.,  comply 
with  all  the  injunctions  of  duty,  incumbent  upon 
us  at  this  time,  let  us  approximate  as  nearly  to  it 
as  we  can ;  and,  if  we  cannot  make  ourselves  un- 
spotted before  the  world,  we  mav  at  least  visit  the 
fatherless  and  the  widow.  Mr.  R.,  therefore, 
moved  to  postpone  all  the  orders  of  the  day  preced- 
ing, and  take  up  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow 
and  children  of  the  late  Oliver  Hazard  Perry. 

On  this  motion  the  House  divided,  and  the  vote 
was,  ayes  58,  noes  64 — so  the  motion  was  nega- 
tived. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  and  after  some  re- 
marks explanatory  of  his  object,  which  was  chiefly 
to  ascertain  if  contracts  had  been  made  for  the 
sake  of  favorites,  it  was — 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  instructed 
to  lay  before  this  House  copies  of  all  contracts  made 
and  entered  into  by  the  Commiuary  General  for  sup- 
plying provisions  for  the  Army  of  the  United  States 
since  the  establishment  of  that  Department ;  nlso  all 
propositions  made,  and  which  were  not  withdrawn, 
for  supplying  the  same,  specifying  particularJj  to 
which  contract  the  several  propositions  apply. 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSIONS. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  amend  the  Rev(^utionary 
Pension  Law  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the 
question  stated  on  its  passage. 

Mr.  AuAHS,  Mr.  Strong  of  New  York,  and 
Mr.  Gboss  of  New  York,  respectively,  submitted 
their  reasons  at  large  against  this  bill. 

Mr.  Barbour  propc^ed  to  recommit  the  bill, 
with  the  view  of  introducing  an  amendment. 

Mr.  Adams  moved  to  postpone  the  bill  indefin- 
itely, but  afterwards  varicnd  his  motion  to  postpone 
it  to  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

On  this  motion  a  debate  of  much  animation, 
and  of  two  or  three  hours'  duration,  took  place. 
The  motion  was  sustained  for  various  reasons,  but 
chiefly  that  the  bill  was  not  such  a  modification 
of  the  existing  act  as  was  acceptable  to  them,  by 
Messrs.  Moseley,  AnAMs,  Pindall,  Clagett, 
Taylor,  and  Hardin — the  two  last  named  gen- 
tlemen hieing  averse  to  the  repeal  of  the  act  at  all. 
The  motion  to  postpone  was  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Anderson,  Barbour,  Culpeper,  Overstreft, 
Rhea,  Bloomfield,  and  Warfield. 

Mr.  Clagett,  of  New  Hampshire,  said — 
Mr.  Speaker,  so  far  as  this  bill  and  the  proposed 
amendments  are  intended  to  operate  as  a  repeal  of 
the  law  in  question,  whether  to  change  the  pension 
for  life  to  a  less,  or  any  limited  number  of  years, 
or  in  any  manner  to  lessen  the  amount  granted  to 
the  officers  or  soldiers  for  whose  benefit  that  law 
passed,  I  am  opposed  to  the  measure.  The  ground 
of  my  opposition  arises  from  a  firm  belief,  first, 
that  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  ReYolution 
are  entitled  to  our  consideration  ;  and,  secondly, 
that  the  law  intended  to  be  in  part  repealed  rests, 
in  those  who  are  really  the  siibjects  of  it,  a  right 
of  which  Confess  has  not  now  a  moral  power  to 
divest  them.  Writers  upon  national  law  consider 
^'  nations  as  moral  persons,"  and  hold  them  bound 
to  a  strict  performance  of  their  engagements ;  and, 
indeed,  a  contrary  doctrine  would  tend  to  incal- 
culable evil.  But,  sir,  it  has  been  said  by  an  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Barbour.) 
that  the  pensions  granted  by  the  law  of  1818  werp 
gratuitous,  and  that,  therefore,  we  are  not  moraiiy 
bound  to  carry  that  law  into  complete  efifect  That 
gentleman  has  compared  the  obligation  of  that  law 
upon  us  to  a  compromise  made  by  one  individual 
to  another,  without  a  legal  consideration.  Sir,  I 
thank  the  nonorable  genUeman  for  his  ducidation ; 
and,  though  fully  aware  that  that  gentleman  al- 
ways takes  as  strong  ground  as  his  case  will  ad- 
mit, I  will  venture  to  pursue  the  analogy,  so  far  as 
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it  goes,  addini^  to  it,  however,  what  should  not 
hare  been  omitted,  and  then  apply  it,  by  way  of 
comparison,  to  the  subject  before  us.  The  case 
stated  was,  in  substance,  this:  "a  poor  mendi- 
'  cant  asks  charity  of  an  indiyidual,  who,  believ- 
'  ing  himself  in  affluent  circumstances,  and  actu- 

*  aied  by  beneTolent  and  noble  principles,  prom- 

*  iscs  the  desired  relief;  but,  upon  examining  his 
^  CO ffersj  and  finding  them  not  so  full  as  he  had 
'  expected,  the  promissor  believes  he  cannot  per- 
^  form  his  promise  without  injury  to  himself  or 
'  family :  is  he  (says  the  gentleman)  bound  to  the 
'  performaoce  ?"  Sir,  while  I  verily  believe,  had 
the  honorable  gentleman  himself  made  such  a 
promise,  he  ivould  have  scrupulously  performed 
it,  I  readily  admit  that,  in  the  case  thus  s^tated,  he 
would  not  be  legally  bound  ;  and  I  will  also  ad- 
mit, that,  if  the  state  of  his  funds  was,  in  fact,  such 
that  he  could  not  extend  the  hand  of  charity,  as 
promised,  without  material  injury  to  himself  or 
famiJy,  he  w^ould  not  be  even  morally  bound  to 
the  performance.  But,  sir,  as  my  honorable  friend 
has  cautiously  submitted  a  case  to  suit  his  argu- 
ment, permit  me  to  add  to  his  case,  thus  stated, 
the  residue  of  what  would  most  certainly  have 
happened,  had  the  same  gentleman  been  the  prom- 
issor. Suppose,  then,  the  act  of  charity  had  been 
perfected,  and  the  promised  donation  in  possession 
of  the  donee ;  would  the  donor  have  either  a  legal 
or  moral  Tight  to  reclaim  it  ?  Sir,  I  will  cheerful- 
ly submit  this  question  to  the  decision  of  my  hon- 
orable friend  from  Virginia,  in  full  confidence  that 
his  answer  w^ill  be  in  the  negative. 

And  nowr,  sir,  let  us  compare  this  with  the  case 
before  us ;  and,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  and  to 
make  a  complete  parallel,  I  will  suppjose  that  the 
soldiers  of  the  Revolution  had  no  claim  upon  you 
but  that  of  charity.    Suppose  then,  sir,  as  the  tact 
really  ^ras,  that,  at  the  commencement  of  the  last 
Congress,  w^hen  you  met  under   circumstances 
most  auspicious,  than  which  few  sessions,  if  any, 
more  pleasant  have  passed,  or  may  again  soon 
occur  \  when  an  expensive  war  had  terminated 
gloriously,  peace  and  prosperity  pervaded  our  com- 
mon coontry,  andour  Treasury  was  overflowing — 
a  t  that  moment,  the  Chief  Magistrate  recommended 
to  your  consideration  the  debt  of  gratitude  due  to 
the  soldiers  of  the  Revolution ;  you  seized  the  op- 
portunity, and,  actuated  by  the  noblest  feelings  of 
the  human  heart,  you  promiBed  relief  to  the  poor 
and   needy  among  those  bj  whose  valor  (under 
JDivine  Providence)  the  nation  had  been  advanced 
to  such  a  state  of  prosperity ;  and  you  pledged  the 
faith  of  that  nation  for  its  performance.     Yes,  sir, 
by  the  inost  solemn  act  in  your  power,  you  gave 
them  this  pledge;  you  passed  a  law,  under  all  the 
so/emnittes  of  legislative  authority,  that,  during 
the  remainder  of  their  lives,  they  snould  annually 
receive  from  your  Treasury  a  certain  stipulated 
sum;  you  put  this  law  into  their  hands,  as  an 
order  on  your  Treasury ;  they  have  presented  it, 
and  it  has  been  accepted  ;  ana  these  suffering  sol- 
diers, with  tears  of  gratitude  in  their  eyes,  and 
with     benedictions  upon  their  country,  nave  re- 
ceived a  part  of  your  bounty,  as  an  earnest  of  the 
wrhole. 


Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  pursued  and  finished  the 
narallel  drawn  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Virginia ;  and,  1  ask,  is  it  not  strikingly  analo- 
gous to  the  case  before  us?  And,  sir,  though 
your  Treasury  may  not  now  be  full  to  overflow- 
ing, you  are  rich  in  resources,  and  able  to  fulfil  all 
your  engagements.  Will  you  withdraw  from  the 
indigent  soldier  this  gratuity?  (admitting  it  to  be 
such  only.)  Nay,  sir,  can  you,  consistent  with 
moral  prmciples,  withhold  this  stipulated  relief? 
No,  sir,  you  cannot ;  and  1  might  safely  rest  my 
argument  here ;  but  the  soldier  of  the  Revolution 
has  a  stronger  claim,  if  possible,  than  that  of 
mere  charity.  You  promised  him  wages,  food, 
and  raiment,  while  fighting  the  battles  of  his 
country  and  defending  her  liberties.  How  were 
these  promises  performed?  You  promised  him 
forty  shillings  per  month ;  but,  when  received, 
forty  dollars  would  not  purchase  a  pair  of  shoes ; 
no,  not  a  dinner.  You  promised  him  food  and 
raiment  convenient  ^or  him;  but,  alas!  the  his- 
tory of  our  country  records  against  us  the  non-per- 
formance of  these  promises ;  and  the  very  footsteps 
of  the  promissee  established  the  fact !  Sir,  I  am 
far,Very  far,  from  imputing  to  the  then  Govern- 
ment intentional  laches  or  neglect.  No,  sir,  it 
was  a  time  of  general  distress ;  and  the  Govern- 
ment was  then  unable  to  fulfil  its  engagements — 
not  so  when  you  passed  this  law ;  not  so  now. 
Sir,  1  repeat,  your  resources  are  ample  to  meet  all 
just  claims.  Are  you  not  bound  to  perform  your 
engagement  ?  Yes,  sir,  whether  you  consider  this 
law  as  founded  on  a  debt  due  by  contract,  or  mere 
gratitude  to  the  Revolutionary  soldier,  he  has  a  vest- 
ed right  in  his  pension  for  life ;  and  you  are  bound, 
morally  bound ,  to  perform  your  engagement.  But, 
sir,  it  has  been  contended  that  the  soldier's  right  to 
his  pension,  under  the  law^  is  not  vested.  Let  me 
ask  gentlemen,  what  remams  to  make  this  a  vested 
or  perfect  right?  Was  not  the  act  of  the  Gov- 
ernment as  perfect  and  as  solemn  as  it  was  possi- 
ble to  make  it  ?  Was  it  not  founded  upon  a  good 
and  valuable  consideration?  And  has  not  the 
soldier  accepted  it?  Yes,  sir,  all  this  clearly  ap- 
pears. What  more,  then,  could  have  been  done 
by  either  party  to  perfect  this  right?  I  know  of 
nothing. 

Butj  sir,  many  of  these  soldiers,  confiding  in  the 
integrity  of  Government,  have  changed  their  sit- 
uations in  life ;  and  depending  on  their  pensions 
for  support,  have  promised  portions  of  what  is  yet 
due,  to  those  who  have  furnished  them  with  the 
necessaries  of  life ;  and,  if  this  law  should  now 
be  repealed,  in  whole  or  in  part,  how  great  will  be 
their  disappointment  and  distress;  their  joy  will 
be  changed  to  grief^  and  many  of  them  will  have 
received  an  injury  instead  of  a  benefit.  Sir,  would 
this  fulfil  our  obligations  to  the  defenders  of  our 
liberties,  or,  in  the  language  of  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions,  (which  I 
had  hoped  would  have  been  sooner  acted  upon,) 
will  it  "  comport  with  the  honor  and  dignity  of 
the  nation  ?"  Sir,  1  think  it  will  not.  But,  it  is 
said,  frauds  are  committed  under  this  law ;  and, 
in  order  to  ascertain  it,  we  have  had  recourse  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  who  has  reported  that  he 
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has  been  informed  of  some  few  instances,  and  that 
in  all  cases  where  fraud  has  been  manifest,  he  has 
api>Iied  a  remedy ;  he  has  stricken  such  fraudulent 
claimants  from  the  pension  roll.  Sir,  I  do  not 
give  a  decided  opinion  that  this  power  is  strictly 
within  the  purview  of  the  law ;  but,  if  there  be 
any  doubt  on  that  subject,  I  am  willing  to  place 
the  power  in  that  officer  by  law,  and  have  no 
doubt  it  will  be  strictly  and  properly  executed ;  or, 
if  some  other  mode  is  preterred,  I  am  ready  to 
ffire  all  the  aid  in  my  power  to  ^ard  against 
Brand,  but  I  cannot  consent  to  repeal  the  law,  or 
in  any  manner  to  lessen  the  pensions  granted ; 
nor  am  I  willing  to  annex  such  new  and  unrea&^ 
onable  expenses  and  burdens  on  the  poor  and  in- 
nocent pensioners,  because  of  the  suggestion  that 
some  few  may  have  been  guilty  of  fraud,  and 
have  evaded  the  law. 

Sir,  it  is  well  known  what  trouble  and  delay 
have  attended  the  claimants  already  in  perfecting 
their  claims;  and,  should  the  proposed  amend- 
ments be  adopted,  the  soldiers  will,  at  all  events, 
be  deprived  of  a  part  of  their  promised  pensions, 
and,  as  to  the  residue,  the  trouble  and  expense  will 
be  so  great  that  many  of  them,  by  reason  of  pov- 
erty, a^e,  and  infirmity,  will  be  unable  to  comply 
with  the  requisitions ;  and  as  to  such  the  opera- 
tion will  virtually  be  as  a  repeal  of  the  law  in 
toto.  But  it  is  also  urged  by  the  friends  of  the 
amendments,  that  the  present  law  operates  une- 

? Daily ;  and  I  admit  it ;  and  when  it  was  enacted 
was  in  favor  of  a  different  provision,  as  I  should 
be  now,  if  practicable.  It  was  my  wish  to  have 
distributed  this  bountv  to  all  the  officers  and  sol- 
diers of  the  regular  Revolutionary  armj^,  but  in  a 
different  manner ;  and  I  am  fully  convinced  that 
the  same  amount,  and  probably  much  less,  would 
have  given  general  satisfaction.  But,  sir,  the  law 
which  then  passed  was  the  only  one  which  could  be 
sigreed  upon,  and  it  had  my  7ote.  And,  sir,  be- 
lieving that  the  faith  of  the  nation  is  pledged  for 
the  execution  of  that  law,  I  shall  vote  against  the 
proposed  amendments. 

The  motion  to  postpone  the  bill  was  finally 
negatived  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

Teas — Meura.  Adtros,  Allen  of  Massachusetts,  Al^ 
len  of  New  York,  Baker,  Baldwin,  Bateman,  Bayly, 
Boden,  Bmsh,  Bryan,  Bufiiim,  Clagett,  Clark,  Cook, 
Crafts,  Cushman,  Dewitt,  Dowse,  Edwards  of  Con- 
nectiovt,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Fay,  FoUer,  GtOM 
of  New  York,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania,  Hackley,  Hall  of 
Delaware,  Hardin,  Hibsbman,  Hill,  Holmes,  Kendall, 
Kent,  Kin8ey,Lathrop,Lincolot  Livermore,  McCreaiy, 
Mallary,  Mason,  Meech,  Meigs,  R.  Moore,  S.  Moore, 
Monell,  Morton,  Moseley,  Murray,  Neale,  Nelson  of 
Massachusetts,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Parker  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Pindall,  Pitcher,  Rogers,  SiUbee,  Sloan, 
Stevens,  Storrs,  Strong  of.  New  York,  Swearingen, 
Taylor,  Van  Rensselaer,  and  Whitman — 63. 

Nats — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Tennes- 
see, Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia, 
Ball,  Barbour,  Beecher,  Bloomfield,  Brevard,  Brown, 
Burton,  Burwell,  Botler  of  New  Hampdiire,  Bntler 
of  Louisiana,  Campbell,  Cannon,  Case,  Cobb,  Cocke, 
Crawford,  Crowell,  Culbretb,  Cnlpeper,  Cnthbert, 
Darlington,  Dickinson,  Earle,  Eddy,  fSdwards  of  North 
Carolina,  Fiaher,  Floyd,  Folger,  Foot,  Forrest,  Fnl 


lerton,  Gamett,Hall  of  Naw  York,Hasaid,  HemphUl, 
Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hooks,  Hostetter,  Jones  of  Vir- 
ginia, Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kinsey,  Linn,  Lowndes, 
Lyman,  McCoy,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Metcall^  New- 
ton, Overstreet,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Patterson,  Phelps, 
Philson,  Plumer,  Rankin,  Reed,  Rhea,  Rich,  Richards, 
Robertson,  Ross,  Russ,  Sampson,  Sawyer,  Settle,  Shaw, 
Slocnmb,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Smith  of 
North  Carolina,  Southard,  Strother,  Tarr,  Terrell. 
Tomlinson,  Tomkins,  Trapy,  Trimble,  Tadcer  of  Vir- 
ginia, Tucker  of  South  Uarolina.  Tyler,  Wallace, 
Warfield,  Wendover,  Williams  of  North  Carolina,  and 
Wood— 96. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Babbour,  the  bill  was  then 
amended  by  unanimous  consent ;  wherenpon,  Mr. 
B.  withdrew  his  motion  for  its  recomHiitment  to 
a  select  committee;  and  the  question  wns  then 
taken,  Shall  the  bill  pass  ?  and  it  was  d^ermined 
in  the  affirmative — yeas  80,  nays  72,  as  follows : 

YxAs — Messrs.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Archer  of  Md., 
Archer  of  Virginia,  Ball,  Barbour,  Beecher,  Bloom- 
field,  Brevard,  Brown,  Bryan,  Burton,  BarweU,  But- 
ler of  New  Hampshire,  Cannon,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Craw- 
ford, Crowell,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Dariington,  David- 
son, Dickinson,  Earle,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  North  Car- 
olina, Fisher,  Floyd,  Folger,  Foot,  Forrest,  PuUerton, 
Gamett,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hazard,  Hendricks,  Her- 
rick, Hooks,  Hostetter,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Jones  of 
Tennessee,  Kinsey,  Lowndes,  Lyman,  MaeUy,  Mc- 
Coy, McLean  of  Kentucky,  MeteaMr  Newton,  Over- 
street,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Patleison,  Phtlaoo,  Baakin, 
Reed,  Rhea,  Richards,  Robertson,  Roas»  Roas*  Sampson, 
Settle,  Slocumb,  Smith  of  Maryland,  B.  Smith  of  Vir- 
ginia, A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Smith  of  Noith  CaroUna, 
Southard,  Stiother,  Tarr,  Terrell,  Tomlinaon,  Tomp- 
kins«  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Viiginia,  Tuckar  of  South 
Carolina,  Tyler,  Warfield,  and  Williams  of  North 
Carolina — 80. 

Nats — Mensrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Maasachusetto, 
Allen  of  New  York,  Allen  of  Tennossee,  Baldwin, 
Bataman,  Bayly,  Boden,  Brush,  Buffum,  Case,  CJa- 

fett,  Clark,  Cook,  Crafts,  Culbretb,  Cushman,  Dewitt, 
)owse,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  Peuneyl- 
vania,  Fay,  Fuller,  Gross  of  New  York,  Gross  of 
Pennsylvania,  Hackley,  Hall  of  Delaware,  Hardin, 
Hemphill,  Hibsbman,  Hill,  Holmes,  Kendall,  Kent, 
Kinsley,  Latbrop,  Lincoln,  Linn,  Livermore,  Mc- 
Creary,  Mallary,  Mason,  Meigs,  R.  Moore,  S.  Moore, 
Monell,  Morton,  Moseley,  Murray,  Neale,  Nelson  of 
Massachusetts,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Parker  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Phelps,  PiadaU,  Pitcher,  Ptmaer,  Rich,  Ro- 
gers,  Silsbee,  Sloan,  Stevens,  Storrs,  Strong  of  New 
York,  Swearingen,  Taylor,  Tracy,  Van  Ronaselaer, 
Wallace,  Wendover,  Whitman,  and  Wood^TS. 


Monday,  April  3. 

Mr.  Rhca  reported  a  bill  concerning  invalid 
pensioners ;  which  was  read  twice}  and  commit- 
ted to  the  Coounittee  of  the  Whole  to  which  is 
committed  the  bill  to  revive  and  continue  an  act 
to  provide  for  persons  who  were  disabled  by  known 
wounds  received  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  the 
several  acts  providing  for  sick  and  disabled  sea- 
men, and  for  establishing  naval  hospitals;  which 
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was  read  twiee,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whcrie  to-morrow. 

Mr.  SHfTB,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
were  referred  bills  from  the  Senate  of  toe  follow- 
ing titles,  to  wit :  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Walter 
Chamiiiif,"  and  '^An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain 
sufierers  bj  fire  at  Savannah,  in  Georgia,"  re- 
ported the  same  without  amendment,  and  they 
were  respeetively  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whcde. 

Mr.  Campbeli«,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  inoaire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law 
for  me  location  of  warrants  which  issued  to  the 
officers  uid  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line  on  conti- 
nental esCabLishment,  in  the  Revolutionary  war, 
and  for  the  emanation  of  patents  in  cases  where 
locations  have  been  made,  made  a  report,  in  which 
they  ask  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  subject;  '^ich  report  was  read, 
and  coneurred  in  by  the  House. 

FUGITIVE  SLAVES. 

Mr.  PiNOAU^  of  Vijffinia,  offered  foit'oonsider- 
ation  the  fbllowmg  resolation,  in  support  of  which 
he  made  some  remarks^  referring  to  the  current 
report  that  an  aet  of  the  description  therein  re- 
ferred to  had  recently  passed  the  Legislature  of 
Penn^lvaaia: 

Boohed,  Tbmt  the  SeeretMy  of  the  Treaflwy  be 
iostmcled  t»  pioeiire  and  tranaorit  to  this  House,  aa 
soon  9B  prarticabia,  a  copy  of  anch  late  act  or  acta  of 
the  PonnaiylvaDim  Logiahitare  as  piohibit  or  reatrain 
the  jiMtieeo,  aldermen*  or  other  magistratea  or  officers 
of  that  State  from  iaterpoaiiig  in  the  apprthenaioB  or 
flurrender  of  fugitive  slaves,  [or  frooi  carrying  into 
effect  the  act  of  Congress,  entitled  "An  act  reapecling 
fugitivea  firom  justice  and  persona  escaping  from  the 
service  of  their  maaters,"  passed  on  the  13th  of  Feb- 
ruary,  1703.] 

Mr.  Maclay^  of  Pennsylvania,  suggested  that, 
if  the  object  of  the  motion  was  only  to  obtain  a 
copy  of  the  act,  the  latter  clause  of  the  resolve  was 
unnecessary,  and  he  wished  to  see  it  expunged^ 
because  he  aid  not  think  that  any  act  had  passea 
the  Legislature  prohibiting  the  State  officers  from 
carrying  into  efiect  the  act  of  Congress. 

To  obviate  this  objection,  Mr.  Pindall  con- 
sented to  modify  his  motion  so  as  to  omit  the 
clause  within  brackets,  at  the  close  of  the  above 
resolve. 

The  resolve  was  then  amended,  on  motion,  by 
adding  to  the  end  of  the  resolution  the  words  fol- 
lo'mng:  ''Provided,  any  such  act  or  acts  shall 
hare  Seen  passed." 

Mr.  S.  MooBE  then  moved  to  lay  the  resolution 
on  the  table)  which  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr. 
3  TB  OTHER,  and  it  was  negatived,  and  the  resolu- 
tion was  agreed  to. 

REMISSION  OF  DUTIES. 

Mr.  Holmes  prefaced  the  submission  of  the 
following  resolve,  with  a  few  remarks  explanatory 
of  his  object.  He  said  he  believed  that  very  few 
gentlemen  were  aware  of  the  importance  of  the 
principle  involved  in  this  bill.  There  were,  he 
said,  ahoot  forty-five  claimants,  for  whose  benefit 
the  Dill  was  intended ;  and  the  sum  involved  was 


not  less  probably  than  fifty  thousand  dollars.  The 
subject  was.  therefore,  worthy  of  inquiry,  and  it 
was  narticularly  desirable  that  the  House  should 
not,  through  want  of  information,  be  induced  to 
remit  the  duties  on  goods  imported  into  the  British 
lines  during  the  war  by  American  merchants, 
with  a  view  to  their  being  smuggled  into  the  Uni- 
ted States.  Such,  he  was  under  the  impression, 
was  the  case  of  at  least  some  of  these  claimants. 
He,  therefore,  moved  this  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  be  dia- 
charged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  certain  persons  whe  have  paid  duties  on 
certain  goods  imported  into  Castine,  and  that  it  be 
recommitted  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
to  inquire  and  report — 

1.  Who  are  the  persons  claiming  relief  nnder  the 
bill,  and  the  amount  of  each  claim. 

i.  At  what  time  the  goods,  from  which  a  relief  from 
dutiea  is  claimed,  were  imported  into  Castine. 

3.  Who  were  the  importers,  and  on  whose  acconnt. 

4.  What  amount  of  gooda  were  originally  imported 
by  any  of  the  claimants,  and  how  much  thereof  hare 
been  disposed  of,  and  in  what  manner. 

6.  What  was  the  price  or  value  at  the  time  of  im- 
portation. 

6.  What  duties  were  paid  on  them  to  the  British 
custom-house. 

7.  And  to  report  any  other  facts  which  they  may 
deem  expedient,  not  embraced  within  the  scope  of 
these  inquiries ;  or  to  make  such  amendments  to  the 
bill  aa  may  be  proper  to  exclude  from  its  provisions 
certain  claimants  who  were  importeia  of  goods  into  a 
territory  occupied  by  the  enemy. 

Hereupon  a  debate  arose — ^the  resolution  being 
opposed  oy  Messrs.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  Mason, 
Kinsley.  Whitman,  and  Livermore,  on  the 
ground  tnat  it  would  produce  unnecessary  dday, 
dec,  and  that  there  was  nothing  in  the  nature  of 
the  cases  which  called  for  this  inquirv ;  and  be- 
ing supported  by  the  mover  of  the  resolve,  and  by 
Messrs.  Butler,  of  New  Hampshire,  Clagett, 
and  Rhea. 

After  a  long  debate  the  question  was  taken, 
separately,  on  discharging  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill, 
on  recommitting  it  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  and  on  adding  the  instructions  pro- 
posed, and  severally  agreed  to. 

So  the  whole  motion  of  Mr.  Holmes  prevailed, 
as  above  stated. 

REMISSION  OF  FORFEITURE. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Delisle,  Dudley,  and 
Van  Cleef,  providing  for  the  remission  of  a  for- 
feiture incurred  by  an  accidental  importation  of 
six  slaves,  in  the  brig  Sally,  was  read  a  third 
time;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  on  its  passage  beiiur 
required  by  Mr.  Tracy,  stood — ^For  the  bill  86, 
against  the  bill  73,  as  follows : 

YxAS— Messrs  Abbot,  Alexander,  Andeison,  Ar- 
cher  of  Virginia,  Baldwin,  Ball,  Barbour,  Bayly,  Bre- 
vard, Blown,  Bruah,  Bryan,  Burton,  Burwell,  Butler 
of  New  Hampshire,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Cannon, 
Case,  Cobb,  Cook,  Crafts,  Crowell,  Culbreth,  Cul- 
paper,  Cnthbert,  Davidson,  Edwards  of  North  Caro* 
fina,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Ford,  Fuller,  FuUerton,  Garnett, 
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Gross  of  New  York,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania,  Hacklej* 
Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Hardin* 
Hendricks,  Hibshman,  Holmes,  Hooks,  Jones  of  Vir- 
ginia, Kent,  Kinsey,  Kinsley,  Linn,  Livermore,  Ma- 
clay,  McCoy,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mallary,  Meech, 
Moseley,  Murray,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts, 
Newton,  Overstreet,  Parker  of  Massachuaetts,  Parker 
of  Virginia,  Phelpa,  Pindall,  Pitcher,  Qnarlea,  Rankin, 
Bampson,  Settle,  Shaw,  Slocumb,  Smith  of  New  Jer- 
ney,  Smith  of  Maryland,  B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Smith 
of  North  Carolina,  Strother,  Swearingen,  Terrell, 
Trimble,  Tockor  of  Virginia,  Tyler.  Walker,  Wal- 
lace, Warfield,  and  Williams  of  North  Carolina. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Massachusetts, 
Allen  of  Tennessee,  Baker,  Bateman,  Beecher,  Bloom- 
field,  Boden,  Bufltim,  Campbell,  Clagett,  Clark, 
Cocke,  Cushman,  Darlington,  Dowitt,  Dickinson, 
Dowse,  Earle,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Conn.,  Edwards  of 
Pennsylvania,  Fay,  Folger,  Foot,  Forrest,  Hall  of 
Delaware,  Hazard,  Hemphill,  Herrick,  Hill,  Hostetter, 
Kendall,  Lathrop,  Lincoln,  Lowndes,  Lyman,  Mc- 
Creary,  Marchand,  Mason,  Meigs,  Metcalf,  R.  Moore, 
S.  Moore,  Monell,  Morton,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Patter- 
son, Philson,  Plumer,  Rhea,  Rich,  Richards,  Rich- 
mond, Robertson,  Rogers,  Ross,  Russ,  Sawyer,  Sloan, 
A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Southard,  Storrs,  Strong  of 
Vermont,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Tomlinson,  Tompkins, Tracy, 
Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wen- 
do  ver,  and  Wood. 

So  the  bill  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate 
for  concurrence  in  the  amendment,  which  limits 
the  remission  to  so  much  of  the  forfeitures  as  ac- 
crues to  the  United  States. 

THE  SPANISH  TREATY. 

The  House  having  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
and  the  following  resolutions,  submitted  some  days 
ago  by  Mr.  Clay,  (Speaker,)  being  under  consid- 
eration : 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  vests  in  Congress  the  power  to  dispose  of  the 
territory  belonging  to  them,  and  that  no  treaty,  pur- 
porting to  alienate  any  portion  thereof,  is  valid  with- 
out the  concurrence  of  Congress. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  equivalent  proposed  to  be  given 
by  Spain,  to  the  United  States,  in  the  treaty  concluded 
between  them,  onthe22dday  of  February,  18 19,  for  that 
part  of  Louisiana  lying  west  of  the  Sabine,  was  inad- 
equate ;  and  that  it  would  be  inexpedient  to  make  a 
transfer  thereof  to  any  foreign  Power,  or  renew  the 
aforesaid  treaty. 

Mr.  Clay  said,  that,  whilst  he  felt  very  grate- 
ful to  the  House  for  the  prompt  and  respectful 
manner  in  which  they  had  allowed  him  to  enter 
upon  the  discussion  of  the  resolutions  which  he 
had  the  honor  of  submitting  to  their  notice,  he 
must  at  the  same  time  frankly  say,  that  he  thought 
their  character  and  consideration,  in  the  councils 
of  this  country,  were  concerned  in  not  letting  the 
present  session  pass  off  without  deliberating  upon 
our  affairs  with  Spain.  In  coming  to  the  present 
session  of  Congress,  it  had  been  his  anxious  wish 
to  be  able  to  concur  with  the  Executive  branch  of 
Oovemment  in  the  measures  which  it  miffht  con- 
ceive itself  called  on  to  recommend  on  that  sub- 
ject, for  two  reasons,  of  which  the  first,  relating 
personally  to  himself,  he  would  not  trouble  the 


Committee  with  further  noticing.  The  other  vrzs. 
that  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  always  desirable,  in 
respect  to  the  foreign  action  of  this  Grovemment, 
that  there  should  be  a  perfect  coincidence  in  opin- 
ion between  its  several  co-ordinate  branches.  In 
time,  however,  of  peace  it  might  be  allowable  to 
those  who  are  charged  with  the  public  interests  to 
entertain  and  express  their  views,  although  there 
might  be  some  discordance  between  them.  In  a 
season  of  war,  there  should  be  no  division  in  the 
public  councils ;  but  an  united  and  vigorous  exer- 
tion to  bring  the  war  to  an  honorable  conclusion. 
For  his  part,  whenever  that  calamity  may  befall 
his  country,  he  would  entertain  but  one  wish,  and 
that  is,  that  success  might  crown  our  struggle,  and 
the  war  be  gloriously  and  honorably  terminated. 
He  would  never  refuse  to  share  in  the  joys  incident 
to  the  victory  of  our  arms,  nor  to  participate  in 
the  griefs  of  defeat  and  discomfiture.  He  concurred 
entirely  in  the  sentiment  once  expressed  by  that 
illustrious  hero,  whose  recent  melancholy  fall  wr 
all  so  sincerely  deplore,  that  fortune  may  attend 
our  couStry  in  whatever  war  it  may  be  involved. 

There  were  two  systems  of  policy,  he  said,  of 
which  our  Government  had  had  the  choice.  The 
first  was,  by  appealing  to  the  justice  and  affec- 
tions of  Spain,  to  employ  all  those  persuasives 
which  could  arise  out  of  abstinence  from  any  di- 
rect countenance  to  the  cause  of  South  America ^ 
and  the  observance  of  a  strict  neutrality.  The 
other  was,  by  appealing  to  her  justice  also  and  to 
her  fears,  to  prevail  upon  her  to  redress  the  in- 
juries of  which  we  complain — ^her  fears,  by  a  re- 
cognition of  the  independent  governments  of  South 
America,  and  leaving  her  in  a  state  of  uncertainty 
as  to  the  further  step  we  might  take  in  respect  to 
those  governments.  The  unratified  treaty  was  the 
result  of  the  first  system.  It  could  not  be  positively 
affirmed  what  effect  the  other  system  would  have 
produced;  but  he  verily  bdieved  that,  whilst  it 
rendered  justice  to  those  governments,  and  would 
have  better  comported  with  that  magnanimous 
policy  which  ougnt  to  have  characterized  ooi  own. 
It  would  have  more  successfully  tended  to  an  ami- 
cable and  satisfactory  arrangement  of  our  differ- 
ences with  Spain. 

The  first  system  has  so 'far  failed.  At  the  com- 
mencement of  the  session,  the  President  recom- 
mended an  enforcement  of  the  provisions  of  the 
treaty.  After  three  months  deliberation,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Foreign  Affairs,  not  being  able  to  con- 
cur with  him,  has  made  us  a  report  recommend- 
ing the  seizure  of  Florida,  in  the  nature  of  a  re^ 
prisal.  Now,  the  President  recommends  our  post- 
ponement of  the  subject  until  the  next  session.  It 
had  been  his  (Mr.  C.'s)  intention,  whenever  the 
Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs  should  engage  the 
House  to  act  upon  their  bill,  to  offer,  as  a  substimte 
for  it,  the  system  which  he  thought  it  became  this 
country  to  adopt,  of  which  the  occupation  of  Texas, 
as  our  own,  would  have  been  a  part,  and  the  re- 
cognition of  the  independent  governments  of  South 
America  another.  If  he  did  not  now  bring  for- 
ward this  system,  it  was  because  the  committee 
proposed  to  withdraw  their  bilL  and  because  he 
knew  too  much  of  the  temper  ot  the  House  and  of 
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the  Rxecudve,  to  think  that  it  was  advisable  to 
bring  it  forward.  He  hoped  that  some  suitable 
opportunity  might  occur,  during  the  session,  for 
considering  the  propriety  of  recognising  the  inde- 
pendent governments  oi  South  America. 

Whatever  Mr.  C.  might  think  of  the  discretion 
which  was  eYinced  in  recommending  the  post- 
ponement of  the  bill  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Relations,  he  could  not  think  that  the  reasons 
assigned  by  the  President  for  that  recommenda- 
tion were  entitled  to  the  weieht  which  he  had 
s;iven  them.  Mr.  C.  thought  that  the  House  was 
called  upon,  by  a  high  sense  of  duty,  seriously  to 
animadvert  upon  some  of  those  reasons.  He  be- 
lieved it  was  the  first  example,  in  the  annals  of 
the  country,  in  which  a  course  of  policy,  respect- 
ing one  foreign  Power,  which  we  must  suppose 
had  been  deiiberateiy  considered,  has  been  recom- 
mended to  be  abandoned,  in  a  domestic  communi- 
cation from  one  to  another  co-ordinate  branch  of 
the  Government,  upon  the  avowed  ground  of  the 
interposition  of  other  foreign  Powers.  And  what 
was  the  natare  of  this  interposition  1  It  was  ev- 
idenced by  a  cargo  of  scraps  gathered  up  from 
this  Chars6  d' Affaires,  and  that  of  loose  conver- 
sations held  with  this  foreign  Minister — and  that 
perhaps  mere  levee  conversations,  without  a  com- 
mitment in  writing,  in  a  solitary  instance,  of  any 
of  the  foreign  parties  concerned,  except  only  in 
the  case  of  his  imperial  Majesty  ;  and  what  was 
the  character  of  his  commitment  we  shall  present- 
ly see.  But,  JVir.  C.  said,  he  must  enter  his  solemn 
protest  against  this  and  every  other  species  of 
foreign  interference  in  our  matters  with  Spain. 
What  have  they  to  do  with  them  ?  Would  they 
Dot  repel,  as  officious  and  insulting  intrusions, 
any  interference  on  our  part  in  their  concerns 
with  other  foreign  States?  Would  his  Imperial 
.Majesty  have  hstened  with  complacency  to  our 
remonstrances  against  the  vast  acquisitions  which 
fie  has  recently  made  1  He  has  lately  crammed 
his  enormous  maw  with  Finland  and  with  the 
^'potls  of  Poland,  and,  whilst  the  difficult  process 
of  digestion  is  going  on,  he  throws  himself  upon 
a  couch,  and  cries  out---don't,  don't  disturb  my 
repose! 

He  charges  his  Minister  here  to  plead  the  cause 
of  peace  and  concord  !  The  American  '^  C^vern- 
raent  is  too  enlightened*'  (ah !  sir  how  sweet  this 
unctHiQ  is,  which  is  poured  down  our  backs)  to 
take  hasty  steps.  And  his  Imperial  Majesty's  Min- 
ister *bere  is  required  to  engage  (Mr.  C.  said  he 
hoped  that  the  original  expression  was  less  strong, 
but  he  believed  that  the  h  rench  word  cvgage  bore 
the  same  meaning)  the  American  Government, 
dtc.  Nevertheless,  the  Emperor  does  not  inter- 
pose in  this  discussion.  No  1  not  he.  He  makes 
afx)veall  ''no  pretension  to  exercise  an  influence 
in  the  coimcils  of  a  foreign  Power."  Not  the  slight- 
est. And  yet,  at  the  very  instant  when  he  is  pro- 
tr^bting  against  the  imputation  of  this  influence,  his 
interposition  is  proving  efiectual!  His  Imperial 
Majesty  has  at  least  manifested  so  far,  in  this  par- 
ticular, his  capacity  to  govern  his  Empire^  by  the 
-». lection  of  a  sagacious  Minister.  For  if  Count 
Nesselrode  had  never  written  another  paragraph, 


the  extract  from  his  despatch  to  Mr.  Poletica,  which 
has  been  transmitted  to  this  House  would  de- 
monstrate that  he  merited  the  confidence  of  his 
master.  It  was  quite  refreshing  to  read  such  State 
papers  after  perusing  those  (he  was  sorry  to  say 
it ;  he  wished  there  was  a  veil  broad  and  thick 
enough  to  conceal  them  forever)  which  this  treaty 
had  produced  on  the  part  of  our  own  Government. 

Conversations  between  my  Lord  Castlereagh 
and  our  Minister  at  London  had  also  been  com- 
municated to  this  House.  Nothing  from  the  hand 
of  his  Lordship  is  produced ;  no !  he  does  not  com- 
mit himself  in  that  way.  The  sense  in  which  our 
Minister  understood  him,  and  the  purport  of  certain 
parts  of  despatches  from  the  British  Government 
to  its  Minister  at  Madrid,  which  he  deigned  to 
read  to  our  MinLnter,  are  alone  communicated  to  us. 
Now  we  know  very  well  how  diplomatists,  when 
it  is  their  pleasure  to  do  so,  can  wrap  themselves 
up  in  mystery.  No  man  more  than  my  Lord  Cas- 
dereagh,  who  is  also  an  able  Minister,  possessing 
much  greater  talents  than  are  allowed  to  him  gen- 
erally in  this  countrv,  can  successfully  express  him- 
self in  ambiguous  language,  when  he  chooses  to 
employ  it  Mr.  C.  recollected  himself  once  to  have 
witnessed  this  facility,  on  the  part  of  his  Lordship. 
The  case  was  this.  When  Bonaparte  made  his 
escape  from  £iba  and  invaded  France,  a  great  part 
of  Europe  believed  that  it  was  with  the  connivance 
of  the  British  Ministry.  The  opposition  charged 
them,  in  Parliament  with  it,  and  they  were  inter- 
rogated to  know  what  measures  of  precaution  thev 
had  taken  against  such  an  event.  Lord  Castlereagh 
replied  by  stating  that  there  was  an  understanding 
with  a  certain  naval  oflScer  of  high  rank,  com- 
manding in  the  adjacent  seas,  that  he  was  to  act 
on  certain  contingencies.  Now,  Mr.  Chairman, 
if  you  can  make  any  thing  intelligible  out  of  this 
reply  you  will  have  much  more  success  than  the 
English  opposition  had. 

The  allowance  of  interference  by  foreign  Powers 
in  the  affairs  of  our  Government,  not  pertaining  to 
themselves,  is  against  the  counsels  of  our  wisest 
politicians — those  of  Washington,  Jeflferson,  and, 
ne  would  add  also,  those  of  the  present  Chief  Ma- 
gistrate; for,pendinj;  this  very  Spanish  negotiation, 
the  ofier  of  the  mediation  of  foreign  States  was  de- 
clined, upon  the  true  ground  that  Europe  had  her 
system^  and  we  ours ;  and  that  it  was  not  compat- 
ible with  our  policy  to  entangle  ourselves  in  the 
labyrinths  of  hers.  But  a  mediation  is  far  prefer- 
able to  the  species  of  interference  on  which  it  had 
been  his  reluctant  duty  to  comment.  The  mediator 
is  a  judge,  placed  on  high,  his  conscience  his  ^uide, 
the  world  the  spectators,  and  posterity  his  judge. 
His  position  is  one,  therefore,  of  the  greatest  respon- 
sibility. But  what  responsibility  is  there  attached 
to  this  sort  of  irregular,  drawing-room,  intriguing 
interposition  ?  He  could  see  no  motive  for  gov- 
erning or  influencing  our  policy,  in  regard  to 
Spain,  furnished  in  any  of  the  communications 
which  respected  the  disposition  of  foreign  Powers. 
He  regretted,  for  his  part,  that  they  had  been  at  all 
consulted.  There  was  nothing  in  the  character 
of  the  power  of  Spain  ;  nothing  in  the  beneficial 
nature  of  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  to  us,  which 
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warranted  us  in  seeking  the  aid  of  forei^  Powers, 
if  in  any  case  whateverthat  aid  was  desirable.  He 
was  far  from  saying  that,  in  the  foreign  action  of 
this  Government,  it  might  not  be  prudent  to  keep 
a  watchful  eye  upon  the  probable  conduct  of  for- 
eign Powers.  That  mignt  be  a  material  circum- 
stance to  be  taken  into  consideration.  But  he 
never  would  avow  to  our  own  people — never  pro- 
mulgate to  foreign  Powers,  that  their  wishes  and  in- 
terference were  the  controlling  cause  of  our  policy. 
Such  promulgation  would  lead  to  the  most  alarm- 
ing consequences.  It  was  to  invite  further  inter* 
position.  It  might,  in  process  of  time,  create  in  the 
iMsom  of  our  country  a  Russian  faction,  a  British 
faction,  a  French  faction.  Every  nation  ought  to 
be  jealous  of  this  species  of  interference,  whatever 
wa&  its  form  of  government.  But  of  all  forms  of 
government  the  united  testimony  of  all  history  ad- 
monishes a  Republic  to  be  most  g^uarded  a^inst 
it.  From  the  moment  that  Philip  intermedmed  in 
the  affitirs  of  Greece,  the  liberty  of  Gk-eece  was 
doomed  to  inevitable  destruction. 

Suppose,  said  Mr.  C,  we  could  see  the  commu- 
nications which  have  passed  between  His  Imperial 
Majesty  and  the  British  Government,  respectively, 
and  Spain,  in  regard  to  the  United  States ;  what 
do  you  imagine  would  be  their  character?  Do 
you  suppose  that  the  same  language  has  been  held 
to  Spam  and  to  us  ?  Do  you  not,  on  the  contrary, 
believe,  that  sentiments  have  been  expressed  to  her, 
consoling  to  her  pride  ?  That  we  have  been  rep- 
resented, perhaps,  as  an  ambitious  Republic,  seeking 
to  aggrandize  ourselves  at  her  expense? 

In  the  other  ground  taken  by  the  President,  the 
present  distressed  condition  or  Spain,  for  his  re- 
commendation of  forbearance  to  act  during  the 
present  session,  Mr.  C.  was  sorry  also  to  say  that 
It  did  not  appear  to  him  to  be  solid.  He  could 
well  conceive  how  the  weakness  of  your  aggressor 
might,  when  he  was  withholding  from  you  justice, 
form  a  motive  for  your  pressing  your  equitable 
demands  upon  him ;  but  he  could  not  accord  in  the 
wisdom  of  that  policy  which  would  wait  his  re- 
covery of  strength,  so  as  to  enable  him  successfully 
to  resist  those  demands.  Nor  would  it  comport 
with  the  practice  of  our  own  Gk>vernment  hereto- 
fore. Did  we  not,  in  1811,  when  the  present  mon* 
arch  of  Spain  was  an  ignoble  captive,  and  the 
people  of  the  Peninsula  were  contending  for  the 
inestimable  privilege  of  self-government,  seize  and 
occupy  that  part  of  Louisiana  which  is  situated 
between  the  Mississippi  and  the  Perdido?  What 
must  the  people  of  Spain  think  of  that  policy  which 
would  not  spare  them,  and  which  commiserates 
alone  an  unworthy  prince,  who  ignominiously 
surrendered  himself  to  his  enemy ;  a  vile  despot, 
of  whom  I  cannot  speak  in  appropriate  language 
without  departing  from  the  respect  due  to  this 
House  or  to  myself?  What  must  the  people  of 
South  America  think  of  this  sympathy  for  Ferdi- 
nand, at  a  moment  when  they,  as  well  as  the  peo- 
ple ot  the  Peninsula  themselves,  (if  weare  to  believe 
the  late  accounts,  and  Gh>d  send  they  may  be  true,) 
are  struggling  for  liberty  ? 

Again :  When  we  declared  our  late  just  war 
against  Great  Britain,  did  we  wait  for  a  moment 


when  she  was  free  from  embarrassment  and  distres:} ; 
or  did  we  not  nither  wisely  select  a  peariod  when 
there  was  the  greatest  probability  of  ei  ving  success 
to  our  arms?  What  was  the  comfuaint  in  Eng- 
land ;  what  the  language  of  faction  here  ?  Was 
it  not  that  we  had  cruelly  prodaimed  the  war  at 
a  time  when  she  was  strugning  for  the  liberties  of 
the  world  ?  How  truly,  let  the  sequel  and  the 
voice  of  impartial  history  tell. 

Whilst  he  could  not,  therefore,  Mr.  C.  said,  per- 
suade himself  that  the  reasons  assigned  by  the 
President  for  postponing  the  subject  of  our  Span- 
ish afiairs  until  another  session  w»e  entitled  to 
all  the  weight  which  he  seemed  to  think  belonged 
to  them,  he  did  not,  nevertheless,  regret  that  the 
particular  project  recommended  by  the  Committer 
of  Foreign  Relations  was  thus  to  be  disposed  of; 
for  it  was  war,  war,  attempted  to  be  disguised. 
And  if  we  went  to  war,  he  thought  it  should  hare 
no  other  limit  than  indemnity  for  Che  past,  and 
security  for  the  future.  He  had  no  idea  of  the 
wisdom  of  that  measure  of  hostility -which  would 
bind  us,  whilst  the  other  party  is  \m  frea 

Before  he  proceeded  to  consider  the  particular 
propositions  which  the  resolutions  contained  which 
ne  had  had  the  honor  of  submitting  it  was  mate- 
rial to  determine  the  actual  posture  of  our  relations 
to  Spain.  He  considered  it  too  clear  to  need  dis- 
cussion, that  the  treaty  was  at  an  end ;  that  it  con- 
tained, in  its  present  state,  no  obligation  whatever 
upon  us,  and  no  obligation  whatever  on  the  part 
or  Spain.  It  was  as  if  it  had  never  been.  We 
are  remitted  back  to  the  state  of  our  rights  and  our 
demands  which  existed  prior  to  the  conclusion  of 
the  treaty,  with  this  only  difference,  that,  instead 
of  being  merged  in,  or  weakened  by  the  treaty, 
they  have  acquired  all  the  additional  force  which 
the  intervening  time  and  the  faithlessness  of  Spain 
can  communicate  to  them.  Standing  on  this  po- 
sition, he  should  not  deem  it  necessary  to  interfere 
with  the  treaty-making  power,  if  a  fixed  and  per- 
severing purpose  had  not  been  indicated  hj  ic,  to 
obtain  the  revival  of  the  treaty.  Now,  he  thought 
it  a  bad  treaty.  The  interest  of  the  country,  as  it 
appeared  to  him,  forbade  its  renewal.  Being  gone^ 
it  was  perfectly  incomprehensible  to  him  w^Ev  so 
much  solicitude  was  manifested  to  restore  it  Yci 
it  is  clti^Dg  to  with  the  same  sort  of  frantic  affec- 
tion with  which  the  bereaved  mother  hugs  her 
dead  infant  in  the  vain  hope  of  Mnging  it  back  to 
life. 

Has  the  House  of  Representatives  a  rigtit  to 
express  its  opinion  upon  the  arrangement  made  in 
that  treaty  ?  The  President,  by  asking  Congress 
to  carr)r  it  into  effect,  has  given  us  jurisdiction  of 
the  subiect,  if  we  had  it  not  before.  We  derive 
from  that  circumstance  the  right  to  consider — 
first,  if  there  be  a  treaty ;  secondly,  if  we  oo^hr  t^ 
carry  it  into  effect;  and,  thirdly,  if  there  be  no 
treaty,  whether  it  be  expedient  to  assert  our  rights, 
independent  of  the  treaty.  It  will  not  be  contended 
that  we  are  restricted  to  that  specific  mode  of  n^- 
dress  which  the  President  intimated  in  his  openic!? 
Message. 

The  first  resolution  which  he  had  presented,  as- 
serted that  the  Constitution  vests  in  the  Congrcs^ 
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of  the  United  States  the  power  to  dispose  of  the 
terhtoiy  bdongiog  to  them;  and  that  no  treaty, 
purporting  to  alienate  any  jportion  thereof,  is  valid, 
iKrithoat  the  concurrence  or  Congress. 

The  proposition  which  it  asserts  was,  he  thought, 
suffici^tly  maintained  by  barely  reading  the  clause 
in  the  Constitution  on  which  it  rests :  "  The  Con- 
fess shall  have  power  to  dispose  of,  4^c,  the  ter- 
ritory, or  other  property,  belonging  to  the  United 
States," 

It  was  far  from  his  wish  to  renew  at  large  a  dis- 
cussion of  the  treaty-making  power.  The  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  had  not  defined  the 
precise  limits  of  that  power,  because,  from  the  na- 
ture of  it,  they  could  not  be  prescribed.  It  appeared 
to  him,  howerer,  that  no  sate  American  statesman 
would  aasign  to  it  a  boundless  scope.  He  pre- 
sumed, ibr  example,  that  it  would  not  be  contended 
that,  in  a  Gonremment  which  was  itself  limited, 
there  was  a  functionary  without  limit.  The  first 
cereal  bound  to  the  power  in  question,  he  appre- 
hended, was  that  no  treaty  couLd  conatitutionally 
(raoscend  the  very  objects  and  purposes  of  die 
GoTemmcnt  itself.  He  thought,  also,  that,  wher- 
ever there  were  specific  grants  of  power  to  Con- 
srress,  they  limitaa  or  controlled,  or,  he  would  rar 
ther  say,  modified  the  exercise  of  the  genenl  grant 
of  the  treaty-ma^dng  power,  upon  me  principle 
which  was  fanwliar  to  every  one.  He  did  aot  m- 
sisc  that  the  lieaty-making  power  could  not  act 
upon  the  subjects  committed  to  the  chaige  of  Con- 
gress ;  he  merely  contended  that  the  concurrence 
of  Congress  in  its  action  upon  those  subjects,  was 
necessary.  Nor  would  he  insist  that  the  concur- 
rence should  precede  that  action.  It  would  be 
always  most  desirable  that  it  should  precede  it,  if 
couYeoient,  to  guard  against  the  commitment  of 
Congress,  on  the  one  hand,  by  the  Executive,  or, 
OQ  (heothor,  what  might  seem  to  be  a  violation  of 
tke  faith  of  the  country,  fledged  for  the  ratifica- 
tion of  the  treaty.  But  he  was  perfectly  aware 
that  it  would  be  very  often  highly  inconvenient  to 
dekibeiate^  in  a  body  so  numerous  as  Congress,  on 
the  nature  of  those  terms  on  which  it  might  be 
proper  to  treat  with  foreign  Powers.  In  the  view  of 
the  sobJcBt  which  he  had  been  taking,  there  was  a 
much  hi^er  d^t^^  of  securitv  to  the  interests  of 
the  country.  For,  with  all  nis  respect  for  the 
President  and  Senate,  it  could  not  disparage  the 
wisdom  of  their  eouncik  to  add  to  it  tnat  of  this 
House  abo.  But  if  the  concurrence  of  this  House 
be  not  fMecasary  in  the  eases  asserted ;  if  there  be 
no  reetiictioB  upon  the  power  he  was  considering, 
it  might  diaw  to  itsdf  aad  absorb  the  whole  of  the 
powers  of  Government.  To  contract  alliances, 
to  stipulate  for  raising  troops  to  be  employed  in  a 
conunon  war  about  to  be  waged,  to  grant  subsi- 
dies,  even  to  introduce  foreign  troops  within  the 
Ijosom  of  the  country,  were  not  unfrequent  in-- 
stances  of  the  exercise  of  this  power ;  and  if,  in 
all  such  cases,  the  honor  and  faith  of  the  nation 
were  committed,  by  the  exclusive  act  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Senate,  the  melaneholy  duty  alone  might 
!  "^  left  to  Congress  of  recording  the  ruin  o*f  the 
Republic. 
The  House  of  Representatives  has  uniformly 


maintained  its  ri^ht  to  deliberate  upon  those  trea- 
ties in  which  their  co-operation  was  asked  by  the 
Executive.  In  the  first  case  that  occurred  in  the 
progress  of  our  Government,  that  of  the  treaty, 
commonly  called  Mr.  Jay's  Treaty,  after  Qenerai 
Washington  refused  to  communicate  his  instruc- 
tions to  that  Minister,  the  House  asserted  its  right, 
by  fifty  odd  votes  to  thirty  odd.  In  the  last  case 
that  occurred,  the  Convention  of  1815,  with  Great 
Britain,  although  it  passed  ofif  upon  what  was 
called  a  comjuromise,  this  House  substantially  ob- 
tained its  object ;  for,  if  that  Convention  operated 
as  a  repekl  of  the  laws  with  which  it  was  meom- 
patible,  the  act  which  passed  was  altogether  un- 
necessary. 

Btmposing,  however,  that  no  treaty  which  un- 
dertafces  to  dispose  of  the  territory  ol  the  United 
States  is  valid  without  the  concurrence  of  Con- 
gress, it  may  be  contended  that  such  treaty  may 
constitutiofially  fix  the  limits  of  the  territories  of 
the  United  States,  where  they  are  disputed,  inth- 
out  the  co-operation  of  Congrats.  He  admitted  it, 
when  the  fixation  of  the  limits  simply  was  the  ob- 
ject, as  in  the  case  of  the  river  St.  Croix,  or  the 
more  recent  stroulation  in  the  Treaty  of  Glient,  or 
in  that  of  the  Treaty  with  Spain  in  1795.  In  all 
these  cases,  the  treaty-making  power  merely  re- 
duces to  certainty  that  which  was  before  unascer- 
tained. It  announces  the  fact ;  it  proclaims  in  a 
tangible  form  the  existence  of  the  boundary;  it 
does  not  make  a  new  boundary;  it  asserts  only 
where  the  new  boundary  was.  But  it  cannot 
under  color  of  fixing  a  boundary  previously  exist- 
ing, though  not  in  fact  marked,  undertake  to  cede 
away,  witnout  the  concurrence  of  Congress,  whole 
provinces.  If  the  subject  be  one  of  a  mixed  char- 
acter ;  if  it  consists  partly  of  cession,  and  partly  of 
the  fixation  of  a  prior  limit,  he  contended  that 
the  President  mus\  come  here  for  the  consent  of 
Congress.  But  in  the  Florida  Treaty  it  was  not 
pretended  that  the  object  was  simply  a  dedara* 
tion  of  where  the  western  hmit  of  Louisiana  was ; 
it  was,  on  the  contrary,  the  case  of  an  avowed 
cession  of  territory  from  the  United  States  to 
Spain.  The  whole  of  the  correspondence  man- 
ifested that  the  respective  parties  to  the  negotia- 
tion were  not  engaged  so  much  in  an  inqtiiiy 
where  the  limit  of  LouiBiana  was,  as  that  they 
were  exchaginff  overtures  as  to  where  it  should  be. 
Hence  we  find  various  limits  proposed  and  dis- 
cussed. At  one  time  the  Mississippi  is  proposed ; 
then  the  Missouri ;  then  a  river  discharging  itself 
into  the  gulf  east  of  the  Sabine ;  a  vast  dnert  is 
proposed  to  separate  the  territories  of  the  two  Pow- 
ers ;  and  finally  the  Sabine,  which  neither  of  the 
parties  had  ever  contended  was  the  ancient  limit 
of  Louisiana^  is  adopted,  and  the  boundary  is  ex- 
tended from  Its  source  by  a  line  perfectly  new  and 
arbitrary ;  and  the  treaty  itself  proclaims  its  pur- 
pose to  be  a  cession  from  the  United  States  to 
Spain. 

The  second  resolution  comprehended  three  prop- 
ositions; the  first  of  which  was^  that  the  equiva- 
lent granted  by  Spain  to  the  United  States  for  the 
province  of  Texas  was  inadequate.  To  determine 
this  it  was  necessary  to  estimate  the  value  of  what 
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we  gave  and  of  what  we  received.  This  involved 
an  inquiry  into  our  claim  to  Texas.  It  was  not 
his  purpose  to  enter  at  large  into  this  subject.  He 
presumed  the  spectacle  would  not  be  presented  of 
questioning,  in  this  branch  of  the  Government, 
our  title  to  Texas,  which  had  been  constantly 
maintained  by  the  Executive,  for  more  than  fifteen 
years  past,  under  three  several  Administrations. 
He  was  at  the  same  time  ready  and  prepared  to 
make  out  our  title,  if  any  one  in  this  House  were 
fearless  enough  to  controvert  it.  He  would  for  the 
present  briefly  state  that  the  man  who  is  most 
familiar  with  the  transactions  of  this  Government 
— who  so  largely  participated  in  the  formation  of 
the  Constitution,  and  in  all  that  has  been  done 
under  it ;  who,  besides  the  eminent  services  that 
he  has  rendered  his  country,  principally  contrib- 
uted to  the  acquisition  of  Louisiana ;  and  who  must 
be  supposed,  from  his  various  opportunities,  best 
to  know  its  limits— declared,  fifteen  years  elso,  that 
our  title  to  the  Rio  del  Norte  was  as  well  founded 
as  it  was  to  the  island  of  New  Orleans. 

[Here  Mr.  C.  read  an  extract  from  a  memoir 
presented  in  1805,  by  Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr.  Pinck- 
ney,  to  Mr.  Cevallos,  proving  that  the  boundary 
of  Louisiana  extended  eastward  to  the  Perdido, 
and  westward  to  the  Rio  del  Norte ;  in  which  they 
say :  "  The  facts  and  principles  which  justify  this 
'conclusion  are  so  satisfactory  to  their  Govern- 
*■  ment  as  to  convince  it  that  the  United  States 
*■  have  not  a  better  right  to  the  island  of  New  Or- 
<  leans,  under  the  cession  referred  to,  than  they 
'  have  to  the  whole  district  of  territory  thus  de- 
*  scribed."] 

The  title  to  the  Perdido  on  the  one  side,  and  to 
the  Rio  del  Norte  on  the  other,  rested  on  the  same 
firinciple — the  pri(»ity^  of  discovery  and  occupa- 
tion by  France.  Spain  had  first  aiscoTerai  and 
made  an  establishment  at  Pensacola — France  at 
Dauphin  island  in  the  Bay  of  Mobile.  The  inter- 
mediate space  was  unoccupied;  and  the  principle  ob- 
served among  European  nations  having  contiguous 
settlements— being  that  the  unoccupied  space  be- 
tween them  should  be  equally  divided — was  appli- 
ed to  it,  and  the  Perdido  thus  became  the  common 
boundary.  So,  west  of  the  Mississippi,  La  Salle, 
acting  under  France,  in  1682  or  1663,  first  discov- 
ered that  river.  In  1685,  he  made  an  establish- 
ment on  the  Bay  of  St.  Bernard,  west  of  the  Col- 
orado, emptying  into  it.  The  nearest  Spanisn 
settlement  was  Panuco,  and  the  Rio  del  Norte, 
about  the  midway  line,  became  the  common 
boundary. 

All  accounts  concurred  in  representing  Texas 
to  be  extremely  valuable.  Its  superficial  extent 
was  three  or  four  times  greater  than  that  of  Flori- 
da. The  climate  was  delicious;  the  soil  fertile; 
the  margins  of  the  rivers  abounding  in  live  oak ; 
and  the  country  admitting  of  easy  settlement.  It 
possessed,  moreover,  if  he  were  not  misinformed, 
one  of  the  finest  ports  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 
The  productions  of  which  it  was  capable  were 
suited  to  our  wants.  The  unfortunate  captive  of 
St.  Helena  wished  for  ships,  commerce,  and  colo- 
nies. We  have  them  all,  if  we  do  not  wantonly 
throw  them  away.    The  colonies  of  other  coun- 


tries are  separated  from  them  by  vast  seas,  requir- 
ing great  expense  to  protect  them,  and  are  held 
»ibject  to  a  constant  risk  of  their  being  torn  from 
their  grasp.  Our  colonies,  on  the  contrary,  are 
united  to  and  form  a  part  of  our  continent ;  and 
the  same  Mississippi,  from  whose  rich  deposite  the 
best  of  them  ^Louisiana)  has  been  fonned,  will 
transDort  on  her  bosom  the  hnve  and  patriotic 
men  from  her  tributary  streams  to  defend  and  pre- 
serve the  next  most  valuable,  the  province  of 
Texas. 

We  wanted  Florida,  or  rather  we  Aall  want  it, 
or,  to  speak  yet  more  correctly,  we  want  nobody 
else  to  have  it  We  do  not  desire  it  for  immediate 
use.  It  fills  a  snace  in  our  imagination,  and  we 
wish  it  to  complete  the  arrondissement  of  our  ter- 
ritory. It  must  certainly  come  to  us.  The  ripen- 
ed fruit  will  not  more  surely  fall.  Florida  is  en- 
closed  in  between  Alabama  and  Geoigia,  and  can- 
not escape.  Texas  may.  Whether  we  get  Florida 
now  or  some  five  or  ten  years  hence,  is  of  no  con- 
sequence, provided  no  other  Power  getn  it;  and  if 
any  other  Power  should  attempt  to  lake  it,  an  ex- 
isting act  of  Congress  authorizes  the  President  to 
prevent  it.  He  was  not  disposed  to  disparage 
Florida,  but  its  intrinsic  value  was  incomparaUy- 
less  than  that  of  Texas.  Almost  its  sole  value 
was  Dulitary.  The  possession  of  it  woold  undoubt- 
edly communicate  some  additional  aecvrity  to 
Louisiana  and  to  the  American  commerce  in  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico.  But  it  was  not  yery  essential  to 
have  it  for  protection  to  Georgia  and  Alabama. 
There  could  be  no  attack  upon  either  of  them,  by 
a  foreign  Power,  on  the  side  of  Florida.  It  now 
covered  those  States.  Annexed  to  the  United 
States,  and  we  should  have  to  extend  oar  line  of 
defence  so  as  to  embrace  Florida.  Far  from  being, 
therefore,  a  source  of  immediate  profit,  it  woold 
be  the  occasion  of  considerable  immediate  expense. 
The  acquisition  of  it  was  certainly  a  lair  object  of 
our  policy ;  and  ought  never  to  be  lost  si^ht  of.  It 
was  even  a  laudable  ambition  in  any  Chief  Magis- 
trate to  endeavor  to  illustrate  the  epoch  of  his  ad- 
ministration by  such  an  acquisition.  It  was  less 
necessary,  however,  to  fill  the  measure  of  the  hon- 
ors of  the  present  Chief  Magistrate  than  that  of 
any  other  man,  in  consequence  of  the  large  share 
which  he  had  in  obtaining  all  Louisiana.  But, 
whoever  may  deserve  the  renown  which  may  at- 
tend tue  incorporation  of  Florida  into  our  Confed- 
eracy, it  is  our  business,  as  the  representatives  of 
the  people,  who  are  to  pay  the  price  of  it,  to  take 
care,  as  far  as  we  constitutionally  can,  that  too 
much  is  not  given.  He  would  not  gire  Texas  for 
Florida  in  a  naked  exchange.  We  were  bound 
by  the  treaty  to  give  not  merely  Texas,  bat  fire 
millions  of  dollars  also,  and  the  excess  beyond  that 
sum  of  all  our  claims  upon  Spain,  which  have 
been  variously  estimated  at  from  fifteen  to  twenty 
millions  of  dollars. 

The  public  is  not  generally  apprized  of  another 
large  consideration  which  passed  from  us  to  Spain, 
if  an  interpretation  which  he  had  heard  ^iveo  to 
the  treaty  were  iust,  and  it  was  certainly  pfaosible. 
Subsequent  to  the  transfer,  but  before  the  delivery, 
of  Louisiana  from  Spain  to  France,  the  then  Gov- 
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ernor  of  New  Orleans  (he  believed  his  name  was 
Grayoso)  made  a  number  of  concessions  upon  the 
payment  of  an  inconsiderable  pecuniary  consider- 
ation, amounting:  to  between  nine  hundred  thou- 
sand and  a  million  of  acres  of  land,  similar  to 
those  recently  made  at  Madrid  to  the  royal  favor- 
ites.   This  land  is  situated  in  Feliciana,  and  be- 
tween the  Mississippi  and  the  Amite,  in  the  present 
State  of  Liouisiana.    It  was  panted  to  persons 
who  possessed  the  very  best  mformation  of  the 
country,  and  is  no  doubt,  therefore,  the  choice  land. 
The  United  States  have  never  recognised,  but  have 
constantly  denied  the  validity  of  these  concessions. 
It  is  contended  by  the  parties  concerned  that  they 
are  confirmed  by  the  late  treaty.    By  the  second 
article  his  Catholic  Majesty  cedes  to  the  United 
States,  in  fail  property  and  sovereignty,  all  the 
territories  wrhich  belong  to  him,  situateoi  to  the 
eoMwofd  of  the  Mississippi,  known  by  the  name  of 
Eeut  and  West  Florida.    And  by  the  eighth  article 
all  the  grants  of  land  made  before  the  24th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1818,  by  his  Catholic  Majesty,  or  by  his 
lawj^  atiihifritieSj  shall  be  ratified  ana  confirmed* 
dbc.    Now,  the  grants  in  question,  having  been 
made  Ions  prior  to  that  day,  are  supposed  to  be 
confirmed.  He  imderstood,  from  a  person  interest- 
ed, that  Don  Onis  had  assured  him  it  was  his  in- 
tention to  confirm  them.    Whether  the  American 
negotiator  had  the  same  intention   or  not,   he 
(Mr.  C.)  did  not  know.    It  will  not  be  pretended 
that  the  letter  of  Mr.  Adams,  of  the  12th  of  March, 
1818,  in  which  be  declines  to  treat  any  further 
with  respect  to  any  part  of  the  territory  included 
within  tne  limits  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  can 
control  the   operation  of  the  subsequent  treaty. 
That  treaty  must  be  interpreted  by  what  is  in  it, 
and  not  by  what  is  out  of  it.    The  overtures  which 
pa^ed  between  the  parties  respectively,  prior  to 
the  conclusion  of  the  treaty,  can  neither  restrict 
nor  enlarge  its  meaning.    Moreover,  when  Mr. 
Madison,  occupied,  in  1811,  the  countrv  between 
the  Mississippi  and  the  Perdido,  he  declared  that, 
in  oar  hands,  it  should  be,  as  it  has  been,  subject 
to  negotiation. 

It  results,  then,  that  we  have  given  for  Florida, 
charged  and  incumbered  as  it  is— 

1st.  Unincnmbered  Texas ; 

2d.  Five  millions  of  dollars ; 

3d.  A  surrender  of  all  our  claims  upon  Spain, 
not  included  in  that  five  millions ;  and, 

4th.  If  the  interpretation  of  the  treaty  which  he 
had  stated  were  well  founded,  about  a  million  of 
acres  of  the  best  unseated  land  in  the  State  of 
Louisiana,  worth  perhaps  ten  millions  of  dollars. 

The  first  proposition  contained  in  the  second 
resolaticm  was  thus,  Mr.  C.  thought,  fully  sustained. 
The  next  was,  that  it  was  inexpedient  to  cede 
Texas  to  any  foreign  Power.  Mr.  C.  said  he  was 
opposed  to  the  transfer  of  any  part  of  the  territories 
of  the  United  States  to  any  ifbreign  Power.  They 
constituted,  in  his  opinion,  a  sacred  inheritance  of 
posterity,  which  we  ou^ht  to  preserve  unimpaired. 
He  wisned  it  was,  if  it  were  not  a  fundamental 
and  inviolable  law  of  the  land,  that  they  should 
be  inalienable  to  any  foreign  Power.  It  was  quite 
evid^it  that  it  was  in  the  order  of  Providence ;  that 
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it  was  an  inevitable  result  of  the  principle  of  pop- 
ulation, that  the  whole  of  this  continent^  including 
Texas,  was  to  be  peopled  in  process  of  time.  The 
question  was,  by  whose  race  shall  it  be  peopled  ? 
In  our  hands  it  will  be  peopled  by  freemen,  and 
the  sons  of  freemen,  carrying  with  them  our  lan- 
guage, our  laws,  and  our  liberties ;  establishing  on 
the  prairies  of  Texas  temples  dedicated  to  the  simple 
and  devout  modes  of  worship  of  God  incident  to 
our  religion,  and  temples  dedicated  to  that  freedom 
which  we  adore  next  to  Him.  In  the  hands  of 
others,  it  may  become  the  habitation  of  despotism 
and  of  slaves,  subject  to  the  vOe  dominion  of  the 
inquisition  and  of  superstition.  He  knew  that 
there  were  honest  and  enlightened  men  who  feared 
that  our  Confederacy  was  already  too  large,  and 
that  there  was  danger  of  disruption  arising  out  of 
the  want  of  reciprocal  coherence  between  its  sev- 
eral parts.  He  hoped  and  believed  that  the  prin- 
ciple of  representation,  and  the  formation  of  States, 
would  preserve  us  an  united  people.  But  if  Texas, 
after  being  peopled  by  us,  and  grappling  with  us. 
should,  at  some  distant  day,  breax  ofi^she  will 
carry  along  with  her  a  noble  crew,  consisting  of 
OUT  children's  children.  The  difference  between 
those  who  might  be  disinclined  to  its  annexation 
to  our  Confederacy^  and  him,  was,  that  their  sys- 
tem began  where  his  might,  possibly,  in  some  dis- 
tant future  day,  terminate ;  and  that  theirs  began 
with  a  foreign  race,  aliens  to  every  thing  that  we 
hold  dear,  and  his  ended  with  a  race  partaking  of 
all  our  qualities. 

The  last  pro]>osition  which  the  second  resolution 
affirms^  is,  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  renew  the  treaty. 
If  Spam  had  promptly  ratified  it,  bad  as  it  is,  he 
would  have  acquiesced  in  it.  Aflter  the  protracted 
negotiation  which  it  terminated ;  after  the  irritat- 
ing and  exasperating  correspondence  which  pre- 
ceded it,  he  would  have  taken  the  treaty  as  a  man 
who  has  passed  a  long  and  restless  nignt,  turning 
and  tossing  in  his  bed,  snatches  at  day  an  hour's 
disturbed  repose.  But  she  would  not  ratify  it ; 
she  would  not  consent  to  be  bound  by  it,  and  she 
has  liberated  us  from  it.  Is  it  wise  to  renew  the 
negotiation,  if  it  is  to  be  recommenced  by  announ- 
cing to  her  at  once  our  ultimatum  1  Shall  we  not 
grive  her  the  vantage  ground  ?  In  early  life  he 
had  sometimes  indulged  in  a  species  of  amusement, 
which  years  and  experience  nad  determined  him 
to  renounce,  which,  if  the  Committee  would  allow 
him  to  use  it,  furnished  him  with  a  figure — Shall 
we  enter  on  the  ^me,  with  our  hand  exposed  to 
the  adversary,  wnilst  he  shuffles  the  cards  to  ac- 
quire more  strength  ?  What  has  lost  us  his  ratifi- 
cation of  the  treaty  ?  Incontestably  our  impor- 
tunity to  procure  the  ratification,  and  the  hopes 
whicn  that  opportunity  inspired,  that  he  could  yet 
obtain  more  from  us.  Let  us  undeceive  him.  Let 
us  proclaim  the  acknowledged  truth,  that  the  treaty 
is  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  this  country.  Arc 
we  not  told,  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  the  bold 
and  confident  assertion,  that  Don  Onis  was  author- 
ized to  grant  us  much  more,  and  that  Spain  dare 
not  deny  his  instructions  7  That  the  line  of  de- 
marcation is  far  within  his  limits  ?  If  she  would 
have  then  granted  us  more,  is  her  position  now 
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more  favorable  to  her  in  the  negotiation  ?  In  our 
relations  to  foreign  Powers,  it  may  be  sometimes 
politic  to  sacrifice  a  portion  of  our  rights  to  secure 
the  residue.  But  is  Spain  such  a  Power  as  that  it 
becomes  us  to  sacrifice  those  rights  ?  Is  she  en- 
titled to  it  by  her  justice^  by  her  observance  of 
eood  faith,  or  by  her  possible  annoyance  of  us  in 
the  event  of  war  ?  She  will  seek,  as  she  has  sought, 
procrastination  in  the  negotiation,  taking  the  treaty 
as  the  basis.  She  will  dare  to  ofiend  us,  as  she 
has  insulted  us,  by  asking  the  disgraceful  stipula- 
tion that  we  shall  not  recognise  the  patriots.  Let 
us  put  aside  the  treaty ;  tell  her  to  grant  us  our 
rights,  to  their  uttermost  extent.  And  if  she  still 
palters,  let  us  assert  those  rights  by  whatever 
measures  it  is  for  the  interest  of  our  country  to 
adojpt. 

It  the  treaty  were  abandoned ;  if  it  were  not  on 
the  contrary  signified,  too  dbtinctly,  that  there 
was  to  be  a  continued  and  unremittmff  endeavor 
to  obtain  its  revival,  he  would  not  thinK  it  advisa- 
ble for  this  House  to  interpose.  But,  with  all  the 
information  in  our  possession,  and  holding  the 
opinions  which  he  entertained,  he  thought  it  the 
bounden  duty  of  the  House  to  adopt  the  resolu* 
tions.  He  had  acquitted  himself  of  wnat  he  deemed 
a  solemn  duty,  in  bringing  up  the  subject.  Others 
would  discharge  theirs  according  to  their  own 
sense  of  them. 

Mr.  Lowndes  followed  Mr.  Clay  in  the  debate. 
Before  entering  into  a  discussion  of  the  merits  of 
the  propositions  submitted  by  the  Speaker,  he  said, 
it  appeared  to  him  there  was  a  previous  question 
to  be  settled,  the  determination  of  which  might 
preclude  a  decision  of  the  main  question  on  its 
merits.  That  question  was,  whether  the  attempt, 
on  the  ipaxi  of  this  House,  to  take  the  conduct  of 
negotiations  with  foreign  Powers  into  its  hands 
would  not  be  greatly  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of 
the  country?  It  was  worthy  of  inquiry,  also, 
whether  it  was  consistent  witn  prudence,  or  with 
wisdom,  to  engage  in  the  discussion  of  propositions, 
the  adoption  of  which  would  have  that  effect '? 

Mr.  L.  said  he  was  far  from  considering  the  two 
resolutions  now  before  the  Committee  as  of  the 
same  character.  He  was  readv  to  admit  that  the 
consideration  of  the  question,  now  far  this  House 
has  a  right  to  interpose  in  respect  to  treaties— of 
this  theoretically  abstract  question — was  not  liable 
to  the  same  objection  as  the  discussion  of  the  sec- 
ond resolve ;  but  he  should  consider  the  consump- 
tion of  time  in  its  discussion  utterly  useless  and 
wasteful  at  this  moment. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  had  made  a  re- 
mark, in  relation  to  the  late  communication  of  the 
President  to  Congress,  which,  Mr.  L.  said,  ap- 
peared to  him  to  have  arisen  entirely  from  misap- 
prehension of  the  nature  of  that  communication. 
The  gentleman  considered  the  Message  as  founded 
on  the  wishes  of  those  foreign  Powers  whose  views 
on  the  subject  our  Government  had  been  apprized 
of.  The  best  attention  which  he  had  been  able  to 
bestow  on  the  subject,  Mr.  L.  said,  had  led  to  con- 
clusions totally  different  from  this.  The  papers 
accompanying  the  Message  were  such  as  ought  to 
have  been  communicated  for  the  information  of 


Congress,  but  were  not  the  only  rounds  of  the 
Message.  Could  any  man  read  the  Message  with- 
out seeing  that  the  ground  of  delay  recommended 
by  the  President,  is  the  probability,  of  which  evi- 
dence is  furnished  in  part  by  communications  from 
the  Ministers  of  foreign  Powers  directly  and  indi- 
rectly to  our  Government,  that  the  object  of  the 
United  States  may  be  accomplished  without  a  re- 
sort to  such  measures  as  has  been  recommended 
by  a  Committee  of  this  House  ?  It  would  be  au 
extravagance  of  independence  to  say,  not  only  that 
foreign  nations  should  not  interpose  in  a  contro* 
versy  between  us  and  a  foreign  Power,  but  that 
they  should  not  even  be  allowed  to  furnish  us  with 
facts — ^with  that  information  without  which  there 
was  no  wisdom  in  the  conduct  of  foreien  negotia- 
tions. Mr.  L.  quoted  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent, to  show  that  the  only  ground  on  which  a 
delay  of  coercive  measures  against  Spain  was  re- 
coounended,  was,  that  there  was  reason  to  believe 
that  the  object  of  the  United  States  might  be  at- 
tained without  resorting  to  them*  Was  it  at  all  ex- 
traordinary that  information  on  this  head  should 
be  obtained  from  foreign  Powers?  Was  it  at  all 
extraordinary  that  Spain  should  not  dev^pe  her 
views  to  us,  who  are  the  adverse  party,  yet  should 
disclose  them  to  a  Power  which  is  aot  a  principal 
in  the  controversy,  but  her  ally  and  a  mutual  friend? 
The  Executive  does  not  reiect  information  from 
any  quarter,  and,  least  of  all,  from  a  quarter  where 
it  IS  most  to  be  relied  on.  With  regard  to  foreign 
interference,  he  should  repel,  with  as  much  m- 
dignation  as  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  any 
attempt  to  intermeddle  in  our  internal  affairs.  Yet, 
every  man  who  would  reflect  on  the  coi:dition  in 
which,  in  the  lapse  of  time,  the  United  States  may 
be  placed,  would  see,  that  there  might  be  cases  in 
which,  with  all  our  repugnance  to  the  interposition 
of  foreign  nations,  we  may  be  induced,  as  to  col- 
lisions with  foreign  States,  to  consent  to  the  arbi- 
tration of  other  foreign  States,  not  interested  in 
the  controversy.  Thus,  such  a  provision  had  been 
mad^  in  regard  to  certain  cases  embraced  by  the 
Treaty  of  Ghent ;  and,  at  this  very  moment,  one 
of  the  questions  arising  between  us  and  Great  Brit- 
ain in  regard  to  that  treaty  had  been  relSerred  to  the 
arbitration  of  the  Emperor  of  Rtissia*  If,  as  in 
the  case  provided  for  by  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  the 
mediation  of  a  foreign  Power  may  be  accepted  with 
respect  to  questions  of  bouadiaries,  may  we  Qot  go 
so  far  as  to  say  that  there  may  be  cases  ia  which 
we  shall  pay  considerable  defeceace  to  the  opinions 
of  a  disinterested  foreign  Power  where  territorial 
acquisitions  are  concerned  ? 

But,  Mr.  L.  said,  a  remark  of  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  apart  from  the  main  question  be- 
fore the  committee,  seemed  to  require  that  he 
should ;  before  proceeding  further,  say  something 
of  the  condition  in  which  the  Committee  of  For- 
eign Relations,  of  which  he  was  one,  was  placed 
by  the  Message  from  the  President.  Wh^er  it 
was  owing  to  insensibility  or  not,  Mr.  L.  said  he 
did  not  feel  that  awkwardness  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  seemed  to  suppose  that  com- 
mittee must  feel.  When  the  committee  recom- 
mended the  immediate  occupation  of  Florida,  and 
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when  tbev  withdrew  that  recommendatioD,  they 
acted  on  both  occasions  from  the  same  motive. 
With  one  information  one  course  might  be  cor- 
rect, whilst  with  other  information  a  different 
course  would  be  proper.    Though  not  satisfied 
that  a  difeent  course  should  be  pursued  from  that 
recominended  by  the  committee,  yet,  a  different 
course  bein^  recommended  by  circumstances  sub- 
seqopotly  disclosed,  indicating  the  feeling  of  the 
natioo  and  the  sentiment  of  ttiis  House,  would  a 
discassion  of  the  subject  hare  been  deemed  by  any 
gentleman  advantageous  to  the  interests  of  the 
country?    Ought  the  Committee  to  have  urged  a 
decision  on  their  proposition,  when  no  possible 
advantage  could  have  resulted  from  it?    Must  it 
not,  on  the  contrary,  have  led  to  a  discussion 
which  would  be  as  injurious  as  he  would  show 
that  the  prese&C  discussion  would  be,  should  he 
not  soeceed  in  a  motion  which  he  should  make, 
as  indiscreet  as  the  i^entieman  might  think  it,  to 
prerent  the  further  discussion  of  it. 

A  stiufig  objection,  even  to  a  discussion  of  the 
resolutioiis  of  the  Speaker,  was,  that,  in  relation 
to  both  of  them,  no  possible  benefit  could  arise 
from  the  discussion  of  them — ^nay,  that  a  discus- 
sion, in  such  a  laanBer  as  to  lead  to  a  just  decision 
of  them,  was  impracticable.  He  asked  any  gen- 
tleman to  say  wliether  it  was  not  apparent  that 
the  questions  mvolved  in  them  could  not  now  be 
freeiy  discussed?  Under  the  circumstances,  it 
certainly  was;  and,  said  he,  a  discussion  into 
which  we  enter  manacled,  we  ought  not  to  enter 
at  oil. 

With  regard  to  the  treaty-making  power,  Mr. 
L.  said,  he  was  willing  to  admit,  that,  in  relation 
to  those  stipulations  wnich  apply  to  subjects  such 
as  are  among  the  enumerated  powers  of  Congress, 
the  sanction  of  the  Representative  body  to  them 
was  necessary.     He  had,  however,  no  intention  to 
enter  into  this  general  ar^ment.    If  discussed, 
said  he,  it  would  force  us  into  an  extent  of  dis- 
cassion for  which  the  limits  of  the  session  would 
be  too  narrow.     It  would  include  not  only  all  the 
diseussaons  of  1795  and  1816,  but  would  open  new 
grounds.    The    Speaker    himself,  he   presumed, 
would  not  be  disposed  to  insist  that  tnis  House 
1»5  a  power,  in  relatioa  to  a  treaty  stipulating  for 
a  cession  of  territory,  which  it  has  not  in  relation 
to  a  stipoktion  for  the  payment  of  money.  ^  If 
there  be  a  power  peculiarly  ours,  said  Mr.  L.,  it  is 
the  power  over  the  purse  of  the  nation.    If  it  be 
contended  that  neither  can  territory  be  ceded,  nor 
money  paid,  without  the  consent  of  this  House, 
there  is  a  question  beyond  that  again ;  will  you 
maintain  that  a  daim,  on  our  part,  for  money  or 
for  territory,  however  well  founded,  cannot  be 
yielded  i    Such  cases  were  peculiarly  a  subject 
for  treaty  stipalations.    The  very  treaty  of  which 
we  are  speaking  contains  a  renunciation  of  claims. 
In  case  of  a  claim  on  your  part,  not  recognised  by 
the  opposite  party,  your  rignts  may  be  renouncea, 
by  treatv,  for  an  equivalent,  &c.    Mr.  L.  said  he 
had  no  disposition  to  enter  at  large  or  systemati- 
cally into  the  question  respecting  the  treaty-making 
power ;  but  the  observation  which  he  had  made 
connected  itself  with  another. 


Gentlemen  conversant  with  the  history  of  the 
proceedings  of  Congress,  mifht  recollect  the  ground 
taken  by  the  gentleman  who  is  now  our  distin- 
guished Minister  in  France ;  that,  in  addition  to 
those  powers  purelv  Executive,  which  did  not 
come  in  conflict  witn  the  powers  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  Mr.  Gallatin  admitted,  in  the 
great  debate  of  1795,  there  was  another  and  a  re- 
sulting power  which  did  belong  to  the  treaty- 
making  authority.  That,  for  example,  to  a  stipu- 
lation that  any  act  should  not  pass,  the  consent  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  was  not  necessary, 
because  the  President  and  Senate,  being  branches 
of  Congress,  had  it  in  their  power  to  enforce  and 
fulfil  the  treaty,  by  withholding  their  assent  from 
any  such  act.  Apply  that  argument  to  the  ease 
of  a  renunciation  of  a  claim  for  money  or  for  ter- 
ritory. Not  being  in  the  possession  either  of  our 
Government  or  of  a  foreign  Power,  it  could  be  re- 
claimed or  renounced  only  by  negotiation  or  by 
war,  and  to  either  course  the  consent  of  the  nego- 
tiating power  was  necessary,  dbc.  In  relation  to 
questions  of  boundary,  it  was  admitted  on  all 
hands  that  the  treaty-making  authority  was  com- 
petent to  their  adjustment ;  its  competency  must 
oe  equally  admitted  in  relation  to  all  unadjusted 
claims.  He  submitted  then  to  the  Committee, 
whether  there  could  be  any  case  of  an  adjustment  * 
of  a  claim  to  boundary,  which  did  not  include  a 
cession  of  supposed  right  to  territory  by  one  or  the 
other  party.  Y  ou  may  establish  points ;  you  may 
say  there  a  colony  was  planted — here  a  man  was 
shipwrecked ;  you  may  assert  that  these  points  in- 
clude the  territory  to  which  you  have  a  ri£[ht ;  but 
the  lines  of  your  boundary  must,  after  all,  be  ad- 
justed by  negotiation — by  reciprocal  agreement. 
Mr.  L.  said  he  should  be  sorry  if  it  should  be  in- 
ferred, from  what  he  had  said,  that  he  was  of 
opinion  that  the  ground  assumed  in  the  resolution 
was  decidedly  erroneous.  That  it  asserted  a  power 
much  greater  than  had  heretofore  been  claimed 
for  the  House  of  Representativcf^,  he  was  confi- 
dent ;  but  he  did  not  mean  to  say  that  he  had 
formed  a  decided  opinion  different  from  that  of 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  on  this  point.  He 
had  thought  of  it  but  for  a  dav  or  two.  It  was, 
however,  a  question  into  whicn  he  thought  the 
House  ought  not  wantonly  and  uselessly  to  enter, 
especially  as  it  had  now  no  superfluous  time  on  its 
hands. 

[Here,  the  hour  being  late,  Mr.  Lowkdbs  com- 
plied with  the  wish  of  a  gentleman  near  him,  and 
gave  way  for  an  adjournment.  The  next  day  he 
resumed  his  remarks.] 

Mr.  L.  did  not,  he  repeated,  intend  to  express 
any  opinion  aflfirmativelv  or  negatively  on  the 
proposition  contained  in  tne  first  of  the  above  res- 
olutions. But,  he  said,  it  touched  a  subject  so 
complicated  and  diflScult  as  to  make  it  necessary, 
if  acted  on  at  alL  that  it  should  occupy  a  much 
greater  portion  of  time  in  the  discussion  than 
could  be  spared  at  this  period  of  the  session  for 
the  discussion  of  an  abstract  proposition.  There 
must  be  many  gentlemen  on  tnis  floor  who  recol- 
lected the  length  and  arduous  nature  of  the  dis- 
cussion of  1795  on  this  subject.    There  were  none 
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who  could  not  see  that  the  resolution  of  the 
Speaker  emhraced  a  larger  object  than  was  em- 
braced by  that  of  1795.  The  conclusion  must  be, 
that,  if  aecided  at  all  by  this  House,  it  would  be 
after  a  long  discussion.  But,  suppose  the  resolu- 
tion went  no  further  than  that  of  1795 — however 
strong  might  be  the  opinion  of  a  majority  in  favor 
of  the  resolution  of  1795 — ^it  could  not  be  expect- 
ed but  there  would  be  some  debate  on  such  a  pro- 
position. The  smaller  the  minority,  the  stronger 
the  reason  why  their  arguments  should  be  heard, 
and  laid  before  the  public.  The  resolution  of 
1795  remains  on  the  Journals,  and  .there  could  be 
no  reason  assigned,  even  did  tnis  resolution  fo  no 
further  than  that,  for  reaffirming  it.  But  this  res- 
olution goes  much  further  than  that  of  1795,  or 
than  the  doctrines  advanced  by  any  who  took  part 
in  that  discussion.  It  was  not  then,  as  far  as  Mr. 
L.  knew,  contended  by  any  one,  that  in  relation 
to  territory  claimed  by  us,  but  not  in  our  possession, 
a  treaty  for  the  adjustment  of  the  title  would  re- 
quire the  sanction  of  this  House.  Would  it  be 
prudent,  said  he,  by  anticipation,  when  we  know 
not  of  any  circumstances  which  make  the  decis- 
ion of  this  question  necessary,  to  undertake  to  de- 
cide it  1  Is  there  any  member  of  this  Committee 
who  supposes  that  the  effect  of  a  decision  in  favor 
*  of  this  proposition  will  be  to  preclude  a  discus- 
sion and  decision  of  the  question  hereafter,  should 
the  treaty  be  eventually  ratified?  Mr.  L.  pre- 
sumed not.  Indeed,  he  said,  were  this  proposition 
to  be  discussed  now  for  a  week,  it  would  only 
serve  to  prepare  the  ground  for  another  discussion 
hereafter. 

Whilst,  however,  he  had  no  other  obiection  to 
the  discussion  of  the  first  resolution,  but  what 
arose  from  a  regard  to  the  economy  of  time,  he 
had  much  stronger  objections  to  the  consideration 
and  decision  of  the  second.  He  did  not  under- 
stand how  any  decision,  or  even  free  discussion  of 
that  question,  could  take  place  without  endanger- 
ing the  important  interests  of  the  country.  This 
he  was  sure  the  Speaker  would  do  as  unwillingly 
as  any  man.  But,  said  he,  pending  the  ratifica- 
tion of  the  treaty  by  Spain,  are  we  to  enter  into 
the  question  of  our  title  to  the  territory  as  far  as 
the  Rio  del  Norte  ?  Would  it  be  prudent  to  do 
so  ?  Certainly  not.  Yet,  if  there  was  an  unre- 
served discussion,  that  must  be  the  preliminary 
step.  Do  you  attach  any  consequence  to  a  reso- 
lution of  this  kind  1  Do  you  expect  it  to  have 
an  influence  at  home,  and  to  be  respected  abroad ; 
and  do  you  not  begin  by  a  laborious  and  careful 
examination  of  your  right  to  the  territory  in  ques- 
tion? Will  you  come  to  a  formal  and  solemn 
annunciation  that  you  are  fully  entitled  to  all  this 
territory,  without  deliberately  and  temperately 
examining  the  grounds  on  which  that  right  rests  ? 
If  you  determine  that  you  wi^l  write  instructions 
to  our  negotiators;  that  we  shall  on  this  floor 
prescribe  what  the  conditions  of  a  treaty  for  a 
settlement  of  limits  shall  be,  it  becomes  necessary 
that  the  title  of  the  respective  parties  shall  be 
fully  investigated.  Our  open  doors  show  that  this 
is  not  the  place  to  discuss  what  we  will  ask  in  a 
negotiation  with  a  foreign  Power,  and  what  we 


will  be  content  to  receive.  It  would  be,  to  use  the 
Speaker's  fi^re,  to  display  our  open  hand  to  our 
adversary,  his  being  concealed,  as  ours  oof^ht  to  be. 

It  had  been  doubted,  Mr.  L.  said,  whether  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature  has  a  right  to 
join  in  instructions  given  to  our  diplomatic  agents 
with  regard  to  the  terms  of  a  treaty.  From  con- 
venience, at  least,  this  power,  given  to  the  Senate 
almost  by  the  terms  of  the  Constitatioo,  had  not, 
under  the  practical  construction  of  that  instru- 
ment, been  latterly  exercised  by  the  Senate,  but 
the  Executive  had  been  entirely  charged  with  that 
duty  and  that  responsibility. 

Mr.  L.  enlarged  upon  the  inconvenience  of  a 
public  discussion  here  of  what,  in  an  amicable 
negotiation,  we  mean  to  insist  on,  and  what  we 
mean  to  give  up.  He  had  no  objection  to  saying, 
for  himself,  what  he  would  do  on  that  head.  But, 
he  said,  if  a  discussion  was  to  take  place  on  the 
formal  proposition  contained  in  this  resolution,  un- 
less the  discussion  was  to  be  utterly  unmeaning,  it 
would  be  necessary  to  examine  as  well  the  valid- 
ity of  titles  as  the  relative  value  of  territory,  dbc. 
It  was  unnecessary  for  him  to  assin  reasons  why 
an  inquiry  into  the  validity  of  tiUe  would  be  in- 
jurious. They  were  sufficiently  obvious.  With 
regard  to  the  value  of  the  territory  in  question,  if 
the  members  were  fully  informed  on  the  subject, 
it  would  yet  be  needless  to  dbcuss  it.  But,  he 
said,  he  believed  the  requisite  information  was 
not  at  hand.  For  his  part,  although  he  had  paid 
considerable  attention  to  this  subject,  and  gathered 
information  from  all  sources  accessible  to  him,  he 
had  never  heard,  respecting  the  value  of  the  prov- 
ince of  Texas,  any  estimate  of  its  seaport  in  any 
degree  corresponding  with  that  given  by  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Kentucky. 

If  the  House  was  called  on  to  vote  on  this  reso- 
lution, it  was  above  all  desirable  that  they  sfaooid 
understand  it  Mr.  L.  said  he  thought  he  under- 
stood it.  Its  meaning  clearly  was,  that  it  was 
inexpedient  to  cede  any  part  of  the  territory  which 
we  have  west  of  the  Sabine.  Suppose  our  claim 
to  that  territory  to  be  undoubted,  said  he,  are  we 
prepared  to  say,  however  worthless  it  may  be,  how- 
ever great  the  equivalent  for  it,  that  we  will  give 
up  no  part  of  it  for  any  territory,  however  essen- 
tial or  important  to  us  ?  Now,  for  myself^  I  am 
not  ready  to  say,  that  I  am  not  willing  to  give  up 
any  thing  west  of  the  Sabine  for  any  considera- 
tion whatever.  If  there  be  any  territory  of  doubt- 
ful value,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  there  is 
in  the  rest  of  the  world  nothing  of  so  much  value 
that  I  mieht  not  be  induced  to  exchange  the  one 
for  the  other. 

Mr.  L.  therefore  was  opposed  to  engaging  in 
this  discussion,  and  because  he  considered  the 
second  resolve  to  embrace  an  object  adverse  to  the 
interests  of  the  country,  as  well  as  contrary  to  the 
spirit  of  the  Constitution.  That  this  House,  ac- 
cording to  the  view  of  the  Speaker,  might  have 
some  power  in  regard  to  treaties  for  the  cession  or 
acquisition  of  territory,  he  did  not  now  mean  to 
deny.  But,  whatever  that  power  was,  he  thoagbt 
that  a  just  view  of  the  principles  of  the  Constitution 
would  necessarily  require  that  it  should  be  a  re- 
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stramingi  and  not  a  directing  power.  If,  in  pro- 
gress of  tune,  this  House  should  adopt  the  practice 
of  giving  instruction  to  our  Ministers,  or.  what  is 
the  same  thing,  of  determining  beforenand,  as 
now  proposed,  what  should  be  yielded  and  what 
retained,  the  effect  would  be  to  aivide  the  respon- 
sibihty  of  the  different  departments  of  the  Qov- 
ernment,  and  destroy  altogether  that  of  the  treaty- 
making  power.  That  there  was  in  this  House  a 
correctiYe  power,  to  restrain  the  treaty-making 
power  in  a  course  not  believed  to  be  beneficial  to 
the  interests  of  the  country,  he  was  ready  to  ad- 
mit;  bat,  whilst  he  admitted  this,  it  was  a  power 
which,  he  said,  ought  to  be  exercised  with  great 
discretion.  Otnerwise,  instead  of  restraining  the 
Executive  power,  the  effect  would  be,  to  increase 
its  power  by  diminishing  its  responsibilityr.  As  a 
conunon  role  of  action,  uierefore,  he  was  in  favor 
of  leavin|[  the  powers  of  the  Government  where 
the  Constitution  had  placed  them. 

If  any  case  could  arise  in  which  the  Executive 
would  pursue  a  policy  so  repugnant  to  the  true 
interests  of  the  countrv  as  to  justify  the  interposi- 
tion of  this  House,  Mr.  L.  said,  it  would  be  one 
the  very  reverse  of  that  now  under  consideration. 
It  would  hardly  ever  happen  that  an  Executive 
would  be  averse  to  enlarging  the  boundaries  of  the 
nation,  or  be  accused  of  a  desire  to  restrict  them  to 
too  narrow  a  limit  In  the  Executive  branch  of 
erery  Gfovemment,  the  disposition  is  naturally 
favorable  to  the  extension  of  territory  and  the  en- 
lammentof  its  power.  He  thought  that  we  may 
safely  intrust  to  the  Executive  of  this  Qovemment 
the  charge  of  supporting  the  rights  of  the  country, 
and  extending  its  territorial  limits  as  far  as  justice 
and  sound  policy  will  allow. 

Mr.  L.  made  some  remarks  to  show  that  no  ad- 
vantage could  result  from  the  adoption  of  this  re- 
soItc.  If,  indeed,  it  was  proposed  to  employ  force 
to  support  it,  there  might  oe  some  ground.  Other- 
wise, ne  contended,  to  pass  them  would  not  only 
be  useless,  but  injurious. 

But,  Mr.  L.  said,  he  would  refrain  from  enter- 
ing into  the  general  questions  of  jpolicy  growing 
out  of  this  resolution;  but,  in  relation  to  the  prov- 
ince of  Texas,  he  would  say  tlmt,  if  Florida  were 
not  necessary  to  us,  and  therefore  a  desirable  ac- 
quisition, in  exchange  for  any  claim  we  may  be 
supp(»ed  to  luLve  to  Texas,  he  should  not  think  it 
important  to  occupy  Texas  at  this  time.  If  we 
hare  a  just  claim  to  that  province,  the  treaty  be- 
ing rejected,  it  will  be  at  any  time  in  our  power 
to  enforce  it.  Lying  between  us  and  Mexico^  its 
destiny  must  always  essentially  depend  on,  as  it  is 
connected  with,  American  interests.  Whatever 
claim  we  have  to  Texas,  it  is  a  claim  which  we 
are  able  to  support  and  enforce.  This  is  an  opin- 
ion, said  Mr.  jL.,  which  the  Speaker  applies  to 
Florida  and  I  to  Texas. 

Mr.  L.  asked  the  members  of  the  Committee  to 
cast  their  eye  a  little  forward,  and  see,  if  the  con- 
nexion between  Mexico  and  Spain  should  be  dis- 
soiyed,  what  motive  could  Spain  have  for  desiring 
to  retain  the  possession  of  the  province  of  Texas. 
What  has  been  her  object  in  ceding  Florida? 
To  get  in  exchange  a  boundary,  wellKtefined,  be- 


tween Mexico  and  the  United  States.  To  secure 
herself  against  (what  she  believes,  and  what  Mr.  L. 
feared  all  the  Powers  of  Europe  believed)  our 
ambition,  she  was  willing  to  ceoe  Florida.  But, 
suppose  the  connexion  between  Spain  and  Mexico 
to  be  dissolved :  suppose  all  hope,  on  her  part,  of 
her  resuming  tne  control  of  that  country  was  de- 
stroyed ;  what  motive  could  she  have  for  cedin|^ 
Florida  ?  Mr.  L.  said  he  had  not  adverted  to  this 
contingency  with  a  single  view  to  her  relinquish- 
ment of  Florida  to  us,  but  with  a  view  also  to  the 
preponderance  which  a  reduction  to  a  single  island 
of  the  colonial  possessions  of  Spain  would  give  to 
another  Power ;  when  Spain  would  no  longer  be 
mistress  of  her  own  actions,  but  the  agent  to  serve 
the  interests  of  another  Power.  And^  if  we  relin- 
quished now  the  acquisition  of  Florida  in  order 
to  gain  Texas,  that,  in  the  contingency  just 
adverted  to,  when  Florida  was  ovemowed  by 
Royalists,  and  the  value  of  Cuba  increased,  what 
possible  motive  could  Spain  have,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, for  the  cession  of  Florida  to  us  ?  We 
must  obtain  it  then  by  force,  or  not  at  all.  But 
it  would  always  be  as  easy  a  matter  as  it  may 
be  now  to  obtain  Florida  by  force.  It  would 
be  more  easy,  he  said,  to  obtain  Canada  by  force, 
than  it  would  be  to  obtain  Florida  by  lorce,  if 
the  Power  to  whom  it  belonged  was  aetermined 
to  hold  it.  It  would  be  an  error  fatal  to  the  best 
interests  of  the  country,  to  refuse  to  receive  Flor- 
ida into  our  possession  whilst  we  can.  Mr,  L.  did 
not  say  that  it  was  so  important  an  acquisition 
that  it  ought  not  for  any  consideration  to  be  post- 
poned for  a  day;  but,  that  a  combination  oi  cir- 
cumstances make  that  practical  now  which  may 
not  be  a  year  or  two  hence,  he  thought  was  very 
clear. 

Mr.  L.  concluded  by  saying,  that  he  had  had 
no  intention  of  entering  into  the  general  discus- 
sion of  these  resolves.  He  meant  only  to  show 
that  they  could  not  be  discussed  without  giving  so 
much  time  to  the  subject  as  could  not  be  afforded 
at  this  time ;  and  that  the  discussion  would  more- 
orer  be  prejudicial  to  the  public  interests.  Under 
these  circumstances,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  move 
to  lay  the  resolutions  on  the  table. 

Tuesday,  April  4. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland^  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  which  was  yesterday  re- 
committed with  instructions  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain 
peisons  who  have  paid  duties  on  ffoods  imported 
mto  Castine,"  reported  the  said  biU  with  amend- 
ments ;  which  were  read,  and,  together  with  the 
bill,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

OHIO  CANAL. 

Mr.  Anderson  said,  he  knew,  from  the  estab- 
lished forms  of  the  House,  requiring  that  every 
proposition  to  appropriate  money  should  be  dis- 
cussed in  a  Committee  of  the  Whole^  that  he  could 
not  now  ask  a  vote  on  the  resolution  which  he 
was  about  to  offer ;  a  resolution  proposing  an  ap- 
propriation of  money  in  aid  of  a  canal  to  be  cut 
around  the  falls  of  the  river  Ohio,  at  Louisville. 
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To  those  who  were  at  all  acquainted  with  the 
Western  country^  it  was  known  that  the  Ohio  ¥ras 
the  great,  and,  indeed,  the  only  channel  which 
gives  an  outlet  to  the  vast  productions  of  one  of 
tne  most  eztensire,  and  certainly  the  most  fertile 
regions  of  our  country.  The  extent  of  the  country 
which  depended  on  tne  floods  of  this  river  for  the 
passage  of  its  produce  to  the  ocean^  was  equal  to 
one-third  of  the  United  States.  Illinois,  Indiana, 
and  Ohio,  lie  on  the  northern,  and  Kentucky  and 
Virginia  on  the  southern  side,  while  Pennsylvania 
ana  New  York  embrace  its  head.  The  produc- 
tions of  this  country  are  all  of  the  bulky  kind ; 
precisely  of  that  diaracter  which  gives  to  the  open 
navigation  of  the  river  its  greatest  possible  import- 
ance. Gmtlemen  who  reside  on  the  eastern  side 
of  the  mountains,  where  the  utmost  l«igth  of  any 
of  the  rivers  does  not  exceed  three  or  four  hundred 
miles,  cannot  at  first  fully  ai)preciate  the  import- 
ance which  we  attach  to  this  river,  which  gives 
to  us  the  only  communicatioQ  we  can  have  to  the 
markets  of  the  world. 

In  contrasting  the  advantages  of  the  proposed 
canal  with  any  of  those  which  have  been  contem- 
plated in  the  Atlantic  States,  it  may  well  be  said 
that,  if  a  canal  is  to  receive  its  character  from  the 
extent  of  country  or  the  amount  of  population 
which  is  benefitted  by  its  construction,  that  there 
is  none  nor  ever  can  be  one  in  the  United  States, 
which  can  be  compared  to  this  in  national  useful- 
ness. A  single  fact  will  call  to  the  attention  of 
the  House  the  vast  region  whose  productions  pass 
to  their  market  on  the  bosom  of  this  water.  From 
the  western  part  of  New  York,  plank,  shingles,  and 
scantling  oi  every  kind^  come  down  not  only  to 
Louisvifle  every  year,  more  than  one  thousand 
miles  by  the  meanders  of  the  river,  but  go  to  Ncrw 
Orleans  one  thousand  miles  farther  in  great  quan- 
tities. 

Mr.  A.  said  that  he  thought  the  present  occasion 
peculiarly  favorable  to  the  consideration  of  this 
subject.  We  were  at  peace,  and  if  the  indications 
which  are  given  are  to  be  realized,  we  are  likely 
to  be  in  peace.  But  the  fact  to  which  he  meant 
to  refer  was,  that  Kentucky,  one  of  the  States  intet^ 
ested,  had  appropriated  $100,000  to  the  object. 
Although,  considering  this  canal  as  a  great  na- 
tional improvement,  he  could  well  have  wished 
that  Congress  should  have  taken  to  itself  the  honor 
of  originating  the  appropriation,  stilj,  as  there  had 
existed  Constitutional  cufi&cultiies  on  the  subject, 
he  was  happy  now  to  bring  his  proposition  within 
the  letter  or  a  resolution  which  has  received  the 
assent  of  this  House.  The  House  of  Representa- 
tives has  decided  that  Congress  could  make  an  ap- 
propriation ^  in  aid  of  die  imnrorement  of  water 
courses."  Commissioners,  lately  appointed  by  four 
of  the  States  bordering  on  the  Onio,  have  examined 
the  river,  and  have  unanimously  concurred  in  a 
report,  declaring  that  the  canal  should  be  cut  on 
the  southern  si^ 

Mf .  A.  then  submitted  for  consideration  the  fol- 
lowmg  resolution : 

J^ktdt  Thftt  a  Jttm  not  exceeding  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars  be  appropriated  for  the  purchase  of 
tteck  in  theRentushy  Ohio  Canal  Company,  engaged 


for  the  pnrpoM  of  eatliag  a  canal  around  the  hSk  of 
the  Ohio  river  at  LooiaviUe. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  a  motion  was 
made  that  it  be  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  provid- 
ing for  the  preservation  and  repair  of  the  Cumber- 
land road. 

Mr.  HfiNDBxcKs  wished  to  propose  an  amend- 
ment, the  object  of  which  wms,  to  indode  in  the 
resolution  a  provision  (similar  to  that  now  em- 
braced in  it)  for  aiding  the  JefiersonviUe  Ohio 
Canal  Company,  on  the  India»a  side  of  the  river. 

BtA  the  motion  was  declared  to  be  at  that  ta&e 
not  in  order. 

Air.  Qbo0s,  of  New  York,  moved  that  it  tie  on 
the  table }  which  was  rejected. 

And  the  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion 
to  commit,  as  above  stated,  and  ipasaed  in  the  af- 
firmative. 

SETTLEMENT  OF  PRIVATE  CLAIUa 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fuller,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  the  investiga- 
tion of  the  claims  of  iiulividttdLs  upon  the  UniSed 
States  by  petition  of  ri|^ht,  or  other  proper  proeeas. 
in  the  district  or  circuit  courts,  or  in  some  tdbmu. 
to  be  established  for  that  purpose,  so  as  to  insure  a 
speedy  decision  of  such  claims  upon  the  principles 
(tf  justice  and  equity. 

Mr.  Fuller  said  that  he  deemed  it  his  dnl^  to 
explain  to  the  House  the  objects  he  had  in  view, 
in  offering  this  resolution,  not  only  because  they 
might  not  be  sufficiently  obvious  on  the  face  of  it, 
but  because  he  had  understood  that  considenfale 
misrepresentation  had  occurred  resnecting  the  pai^ 
poses  of  a  resolution  introduced  by  him  in  the  early 
part  of  the  session,  [in  relation  to  the  Navv  Boanf .J 

The  accumulation  of  private  claims  had  become, 
he  said,  a  serious  obstacle  to  the  proper  considera- 
tion of  some  of  the  most  important  national  mea- 
sures.   It  is  not  contempbtted,  said  Mr.  F.,  to 
comprehend  among  the  claims  to  be  transferred  to 
the  courts  any  mere  applications  to  the  bounty  or 
discretion  of  CoUffress ;  but  only  those,  where  the 
United  States  on  the  principles  of  law  or  equity  are 
properly  a  party  ^  and  whm  an  individuid  in  lUce 
circumstances  might  be  made  a  defendant.    This 
line  oi  distinction  would  include  at  least  two-thizds 
of  the  cases,  which  involve  intricate  principles, 
and  require  laborious  and  difficult  investigation. 
Most  of  these  are  at  present  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims ;  and  it  is  but  justice  to  say,  sir, 
that  they  are  ably  and  patiently  examined  by  the 
Chairman  and  other  memben  of  that  committee, 
as  it  is  now  organized.    But  it  is  a  most  interestii^ 
circumstance,  and  would  be  decisive  in  my  mind,  u 
noother  reasonezistedagainst  legislative  judffmests 
on  subjects  capable  ot  iudicial  decision,  ttiat  all 
trials  here  must  necessarily  be  ts parte.    The  daun- 
ant  a{q;)ears,  produces  vouchers,  documents,  depo- 
sitions, and  sometimes  witnesses.    The  whore  mass 
of  testimony  has  been  previously  digested  and  mir- 
shalled,and  whatever*lnterfereswith  hispretenskAB 
kept  carefully  out  of  si^ht.    It  would  require  fte 
industry  and  expense  ot  an  interested  adversary  to 
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cGaaterratl  such  {daasiUe  evidence.  The  great 
ri^iUnce  and  sa^city  of  a  Congressional  com- 
mittee may  sometmies  detect  the  weakness  or  fraud 
of  the  clami ;  but  in  a  multitude  of  instances  the 
▼eil  is  impenetrable.  The  very  fact,  that  the  pro- 
ceeding are  ez  parte^  creates  an  indiscriminate  sus- 
picion m  almost  all  cases,  and  must  frequently  lead 
Congresi  to  a  rejection  of  the  most  equitable  claims ; 
while  others  more  specious,  but  which  could  not 
stand  the  teat  of  cross  examination,  by  the  rules  of 
eridence  in  our  courts,  are  successnil. 

Anotho^consequenceofa  judiciid  decision  would 
be,  that  it  would  be  final ;  whereas  the  same  claim- 
ants apply  to  Congress  anew  after  rejection^  and 
the  same  tedious  process  of  hearing  and  deciding 
in  committee,  and  in  the  House,  must  be  repeated 
indefinitely.     Our  list  of  petitions  and  reports  will 
show  instances  of  such  applications  incessantly 
renewed  from  five  to  ten  and  even  twenty  years. 
The  ease  of  Amey  Dardin's  horse  was  of  still  more 
venerable  ase ;  Beaumarchais'  claim  occupied  sev- 
eral days  of  the  last  Congress,  and  we  have  the 
claim  of  Delafield,  and  the  heirs  of  Sands,  with 
long  reports,  now  on  our  files.    Of  the  two  last  I 
would  only  say  the^  w^e  discussed  at  great  length 
and  with  much  ability  in  the  last  Congress,  and 
tauflt  each  again  occupy  much  time.    Unless  they 
are  frranted,  there  is  no  reason  to  believe  that  the 
parties  will  acquiesce  in  our  decision,  and  at  future 
sessions  we  must  travel  over  the  same  ground.  Not 
iess  than  thirty  days  in  every  session  are  devoted 
to  questions  of  this  description,  which  might  be 
much  better  decided  in  a  court.    The  expense  of 
thirty  days'  session  of  Congress,  including  contin- 
gencies, cannot  be  less  than  sixty  thousand  dollars ; 
a  sum  which  would  pay  the  amount  of  one-half 
the  claims.     And  this  great  waste  of  time  and 
money,  so  liur  from  estalSishing  any  principle  for 
future  Legislatures,  has  not  even  the  small  advan- 
tage of  precluding  a  new  investigation  of  the  same 
individual  case!    The  party  inll  never  believe 
that  his  case  is  riffhtly  decided  till  his  petition  is 
gtanted,  and  we  nave  no  rule,  and  have  probably 
no  Constittttionsd  right  to  establish  one,  which 
may  close  the  avenue  to  reiterated  and  groundless 
applications.     Nor  ought  we  to  lose  sight  of  the 
enormous  inoonvenience  and  expense  of  the  claim- 
ants themselves.     These  are  obliged  to  attend  per- 
sottdly,  from  the  presentation  of  their  petitions, 
till  a  vaSl  examination  and  report  can  be  made  by 
the  committees  to  whom  they  are  referred ;  and  to 
answer  new  questions,  obviate  doubts  and  suspi- 
cions, and  to  urge  a  determination  by  Congress, 
they  are  in  fiict  obliged  to  atte»id  through  the  ses- 
sion.   Even  this  tedious  and  exnensive  solicitation 
does  not  insure  a  hearing  at  the  nrst,  and  frequently 
not  even  at  the  second  session.    Perhaps,  in  some 
of  the  last  days,  when  business  is  crowding  our 
table,  some  of  these  claims,  accompanied  with  bills 
and  intricate  reports,  on  wnich  they  are  predicated, 
are  announeed  as  tne  order  of  the  day.    The  pa- 
pers axe  read  by  the  Clerk ;  an  explanation  is  made 
oy  the  chairman,  who  reported  the  bill ;  a  doubt 
is  suggested  by  some  member,  and,  perhaps,  after 
discussion,  new  doubts  and  surmises  arise  at  every 
step,  and  the  bill  is  lost  or  permitted  to  sleep  on 


the  table.  Other  bills,  indeed,  have  a  more  fortu- 
nate issue ;  they  pass  without  any  question  being 
made,  and,  consequently,  on  the  mere  faith  of  the 
committees,  without  being  at  all  understood  by  the 
members  generally.  Something  like  this  is  the 
invariable  course  of  such  a  system,  and  the  expe- 
rience of  the  honorable  members  of  this  House 
must  confirm  the  remark. 

I  have  often  considered  the  tendency  of  this  state 
of  thin^  to  impair  the  respect  and  confidence  of 
the  nation,  towards  the  popular  branch  of  the  Fed- 
eral Legislature,  as  being  one,  and  not  the  least,  of 
its  unfortunate  consequences.  A  considerable  num- 
ber of  persons,  who  are  seeking  r^ress  at  our  hands, 
are  among  the  spectators  and  auditors  of  our  pro- 
ceedings. However  important  the  subject  under 
consideration,  involving,  not  unfrequently,  the 
peace  and  tranquillity  of  millions,  these  individuals 
are  impatient  and  querulous  at  all  debate  and  delib- 
eration, which  must  tend  to  protract  or  postpone  a 
decbion  of  their  particular  apj^ications.  To  their 
view  all  such  obstacles  to  their  wishes  are  useless 
delay  or  empty  declamatioa.  They  have  ample 
leisure  on  their  hands  for  correspondence,  and  the 
newspapers  at  home  teem  with  injurious  reflections 
on  the  long  speeches  and  idle  debates  of  Congress. 
Though  such  remarks  are  not  entirely  groundless, 
they  are  very  unmerited,  when  of  general  applica- 
tion, and  cannot  fail  to  oe  pernicious  in  their  diect 
upon  public  opinion. 

My  first  attention  to  this  subject,  Mr.  Speaker, 
had  led  me  to  suppose  that  the  object  contemplate 
by  this  resolution  would  be  best  efiected  by  estab- 
lishing a  tribunal  with  powers  similar  to  the  Court 
of  Exchequer  in  England.  Upon  further  reAeotion, 
however,  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  existing  courts 
may  take  jurisdiction  of  all  the  subjects  suitable 
for  their  cc^izance,  without  materially  increasing 
the  mass  of  their  business.  The  whole  number  of 
causes  pesented  annually  to  Congress,  which 
would  be  comprehended  in  the  class  proposed, 
would  not  exceed  one  hundred.  More  than  twenty 
district  or  circuit  courts  would  make  the  distribu- 
tion of  this  business  trifling  for  each.  The  District 
Attorney  should  represent  the  United  States ;  and 
the  provisions  of  law  may  be  such  as  to  require 
all  issues  in  fact  to  be  tried  by  a  jury,  as  the  only 
safe  and  satisfactory  mode  of  establishing  disputed 
facts.  At  the  same  time  the  courts  may  be  author- 
ized to  adopt  the  principles  of  equity  where  such 
principles  could  be  recognised  between  ordinary 
parties. 

I  am  not  aware,  sir,  said  Mr.  F.,  that  any  rea- 
sonable objection  to  the  proposed  system  exists, 
where  the  United  States  are  defendants,  which 
does  not  equally  apply  when  thev  are  plaintiff ; 
and,  in  the  latter  case,  they  are  ooliged,  like  indi- 
viduals, to  seek  their  remedy  in  the  courts  of  justice. 
The  dignity  of  sovereignty  is  no  more  disparaged 
in  one  case  than  in  the  other ;  and  surely  the  sov- 
ereignty of  the  National  Government  can  never 
appear  more  venerable  and  exalted  in  the  eyes  of  the 
people,  than  when  it  dispenses  with  the  invidious 
pageantry  of  empty  form,  to  facilitate  the  speedy 
and  efiectual  distribution  of  justice  through  the 
community. 
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THE  SPANISH  TREATY. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  resolutions  sub- 
mitted by  Mr.  Clay,  respecting  the  treaty-ma kinf; 
power,  and  particularly  respecting  the  Treaty  with 
Spain,  yet  unratified  by  Spain. 

Mr.  Lowndes  concluded  his  remarks,  going  to 
show  why  the  resolutions  should  not  be  acted  on. 
His  remarks  are  given  entire  in  preceding  pages. 

When  Mr.  Lowndes  finished,  he  moved  to  lay 
the  first  resolve  on  the  table.  After  some  conver- 
sation, in  which  Mr.  Clay  suggested  that  the  best 
course  would  be  for  the  Committee  to  report  the 
resolves  to  the  House,  and  for  the  gentleman  then 
to  move  to  postpone  the  resolves,  or  lay  them  on 
the  table,  on  which  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  could 
be  recorded,  Mr.  L.  consented  to  waive  his  motion 
for  the  present. 

Mr.  Abcher,  of  Virginia,  said  that,  the  with- 
drawal of  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  (Mr.  Lowndes)  having  removed 
the  obstacle  to  discussion  of  the  resolutions  under 
consideration,  he  would  proceed  to  submit  his 
views  of  them  to  the  Committee.  The  attention 
of  this  body,  Mr.  A.  observed,  was  a  species  of 
joint  stock  concern,  of  which  all  its  members  were 
equally  participant  in  interest.  He  now  appeared, 
for  the  first  time,  to  assert  a  claim  to  anv  share, 
and  he  did  not  doubt  that  the  claim  would  meet 
with  due  allowance  from  the  courtesy  of  the  Com- 
mittee, unless  indeed  the  fund  on  which  it  was 
addressed,  had  already  been  exhausted  by  the  drafts 
which  had  been  made  upon  it.  One  recommen- 
dation this  claim  would  have,  that  it  would  not 
be  an  immoderate  one.  And  Mr.  A.  believed  that 
the  general  remark  in  reference  to  demands  upon 
the  public,  that  moderation  in  their  amount  formed 
no  unessential  condition  of  their  success,  had,  in 
no  instance,  stronger  application  than  in  relation 
to  demands  addressed  to  the  patience  of  this  as- 
sembly. 

Mr.  A.  adverted  to  the  place  which  this  subiect 
of  relations  with  Spain  had  recently  occupied  in 
the  public  attention,  and  the  universal  expectation 
that  some  measure  expressive  of  the  sense  of  Con- 
gress would,  before  this  period  of  the  session,  have 
been  adopted.  The  measure  which,  after  long 
delay,  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
Lowndes)  tiad  reported  from  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Helations,  had  been  recently  wrested  from 
the  consideration  of  the  House,  in  consequence  of 
the  suggestion  of  a  foreign  potentate,  who,  Mr.  A. 
believed,  was  pretty  much  m  the  habit  of  exerting 
an  operative  influence  in  the  afiairs  of  other  States, 
with  the  same  disclaimer,  it  was  probable,  in  every 
instance^  of  an  intention  to  do  so,  which  had  been 
employed  in  relation  to  ourselves.  If  the  motion 
which  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had 
intimated  an  intention  to  renew,  should  prevail,  a 
fate  similar  to  that  which  had  attended  his  own 
proposition  would  be  reserved  for  the  propositions 
now  under  consideration.  Mr.  A.  confessed  that 
he  felt  surprise  at  the  intimation  of  resort  to  such 
a  course,  both  on  account  of  the  importance  of 
the  subject  and  the  character  of  the  proceeding 
itself— the  subject  involving,  as  it  did,  the  policy 


of  the  alienation  of  perhaps  the  most  valuable 
portion,  in  proportion  to  its  extent,  of  the  territorv 
of  the  Uniouj  was  surely  well  entitled  to  consid- 
eration from  Its  magnitude.  In  this  respect  it  was 
to  be  regarded  as  second  only  to  the  question 
which  had  been  connected  with  the  discussion  of 
the  Missouri  bill,  to  which  indeed  it  bore  a  strong 
character  of  afi&nity.  That  question  related  to 
the  propriety  of  the  transfer  of  the  common  terri- 
torial property  of  the  Union,  to  the  exclusive 
benefit  of  tne  population  of  one  portion  of  it.  The 
question  now  presented  involved  a  consideration 
of  the  policy  (which  it  was  the  purpose  of  the 
resolutions  to  counteract)  of  the  transfer  of  the 
most  valuable  portion  of  this  common  pr<q)erty  to 
a  forei^  Power.  If  a  question  involving  a  con- 
sideration of  great,  momentous  character,  had  no 
claim  to  the  maturest  deliberation  of  the  House, 
Mr.  A.  was  unaware  of  anv  which  could  be  re- 
garded as  invested  with  sucn  a  claim.  The  effect, 
too,  of  the  success  of  the  motion  of  the  geutleman 
from  South  Carolina  ought  not  to  escape  obserra- 
tion.  It  would  be  to  preclude  all  effective  expres- 
sion of  the  public  sentiment  in  relation  to  the  pol- 
icy of  the  ratification  of  the  Spanish  treaty.  The 
case  had  no  resemblance  to  that  of  an  ordinary 
postponement  of  a  subject,  the  consideration  of 
which  might,  at  a  succeeding  session  of  Congress, 
be  resumed.  Every  person  knew  that,  before  the 
ensuing  session  of  Congress,  the  treaty  would  be 
ratified.  The  Government  of  Spain  could  hare 
no  other  design  in  sending  the  Minister  who  was 
known  to  have  been  despatched  here.  And  the 
determination  which  would  operate  with  our  own 
Grovernment  to  accept  the  ratification  (unless  this 
determination  should  be  arrested  bv  the  expression 
of  public  sentiment  in  some  mode;  could  not  be  a 
subject  of  question.  The  prevalence  of  the  mo- 
tion to  lay  the  resolutions  on  the  table  would  then 
be  decisive  in  relation  to  the  important  interest 
conceived  to  be  involved  in  their  adoption.  By 
the  policy  of  avoiding  conflict,  the  fruits  of  com- 
plete victory  would  b^  achieved. 

The  Speaker  had  treated  the  questions  presented 
by  the  resolutions  as  affording  scope  for  expatia- 
tion  to  a  considerable  extent  in  the  goieral  field  o£ 
Spanish  relations.  This  example,  alluring  as  the 
subject  was  from  the  variety  and  interest  of  the 
topics  it  involved,  Mr.  A.  said,  that,  not  having 
the  same  claims  with  the  Speaker,  on  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Committee,  he  snould  forbear  to  fol- 
io Wj  and  confine  himself  strictly  to  the  questions 
arising  on  the  resolutions.  These  were  of  suffi- 
cient dignity  and  extent,  indeed,  to  merit  a  dbtinct 
consideration.  The  question  presented  by  the 
first  resolution  was  that  which  had  heretofore 
given  occasion  to  considerable  discussion,  relative 
to  the  character  and  extent  of  the  treaty-making 
power  in  our  Grovernment.  To  the  President  and 
Senate  was  given  the  power  "to  make  treaties.'' 
To  Congress  were  given  various  powers^  among 
others,  tnat  "  to  dispose  of  the  territory  of  the 
United  States."  And  the  question  was,  whether 
the  general  power  tp  make  treaties,  confidetf  to 
the  President  and  Senate,  took  place  of  the  par- 
ticular grant  of  powers  to  Congress,  so  as  to  <qier- 
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ate  conduslTely  on  the  subjects  of  this  particular 
grant,  without  any  necessity  for  the  concurrence 
and  assent  of  Congress. 

In  contemplating  this  question,  the  attention 
could  not  fiul,  Mr.  A.  said,  to  be  attracted  toi  the 
extravagance  of  the  pretensions  of  this  treaty- 
making  power.  In  point  of  extent,  the  power 
claim^  to  cover  all  toe  objects  whicn  fall  within 
the  scope  of  international  stipulation,  that  is  to 
say,  ail  the  objects  of  national  interest,  which 
were  not  of  essential  municipal  character.  This 
was  the  claim  in  point  of  extent  of  jurisdiction. 
Id  point  of  force  ox  authority,  the  power  claimed 
the  exertion  not  only  of  a  superseding,  but  a  man- 
datory influence,  over  the  legislative  department, 
the  direct  Representatives  of  the  national  author- 
ity, in  relation  to  all  subjects  of  its  exercise,  whe- 
ther comprehended  or  not,  within  the  delegation 
of  jurisdiction  to  that  department  of  the  Govern- 
ment. The  claim  was  not  only  to  exclude  Con- 
gress from  all  participation  of  control  over  sub- 
jects specifically  submitted  to  its  control  by  the 
Constitution,  but  to  bind  it  to  an  undeliberating 
ministerial  execution  of  the  stipulations  of  the 
President  and  Senate,  in  relation  to  these  same 
subjects,  wherever  they  might  require  the  inter- 
vention of  legislative  details,  and  a  resort  to  muni- 
cipal authority,  for  execution.  The  exertion  of 
the  power  of  the  President  and  Senate  was  said, 
by  committing  the  public  faith  for  its  stipulations, 
to  bind  the  other  departments  of  the  Government 
to  an  ofaiigation  of  co-operation  in  the  objects  of 
those  stipulations.  Such  was  the  claim  of  this 
treaty-making  power  in  point  of  authority.  The 
first  remark,  Mr.  A.  said,  which  arose  upon  this 
statement  of  the  character  of  the  power,  related  to 
its  effect,  where  the  co-operation  of  legislative  and 
executive  authorities  were  admitted  to  be  required, 
to  confound  the  appropriate  functions  of  these  au- 
thorities. To  the  President  and  Senate  were  as- 
signed the  exclusive  faculty  of  exercising  deliber- 
ation ;  and  on  Congress  was  imposed  the  unquali- 
fied duly  of  conforming  to  and  effectuating,  with- 
out any  exercise  of  discretion,  the  results  of  that 
deliberation. 

Such  an  assignation  of  ftmctions  would  present 
a  case  of  political  anomaly  which  was  not  predi- 
cable  of  the  character  of  the  Constitution.  The 
entire  exclusion  of  Congress  from  authority  over 
the  subjects  assigned  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
treaty-making  power,  would  involve  no  political 
inconsistency.  This  was  designed  in  relation  to 
all  biu-a  particular  class  of  subjects.  But,  if  the 
operation  of  the  le^lative  power  were  admitted 
at  all)  it  could  only  oe  admitted  in  its  proper  char- 
acter of  a  power  involving  essentially  the  exercise 
of  discretion.  The  recognition,  therefore,  of  the 
necessity  for  the  co-operation  of  the  authority  of 
Congress  in  the  execution  of  treaty  stipulations, 
was,  in  relation  to  all  the  subjects  to  which  it 
extended,  a  recognition  of  the  legislative,  as  a 
part  of,  and  a  check  upon,  the  treaty-making 
poirer. 

Mr.  A.  had  been  adverting  to  a  statement  of  the 
pieiensiaiis  of  this  treaty-making  power,  as  fur- 
nishing eridence  sufficient,  to  his  mind,  to  con- 


demn  them.  If  other  evidence  were  wanted,  it 
would  be  found  in  the  discrepancy  which  the 
power  in  the  extension  claimed  tor  it,  presented  to 
the  character  of  the  general  grant  of  power  con- 
tained in  the  Constitution,  and  of  the  more  im- 
portant particular  powers  which  made  up  the 
composition  of  that  grant.  It  was  to  be  expected 
of  every  political  system,  and  more  especially  of  a 
system  sprung  from  men  so  illustrious  for  wisdom 
as  the  framers  of  our  federal  form  of  polity,  that  it 
would  be  found  presenting  a  general  consistency 
of  structure  and  elements.  But  the  Constitution 
was  admitted  to  convey  but  a  limited  grant  of 
power.  All  its  more  important  component  pow- 
ers, the  power  over  the  purse,  over  the  sword,  the 
power  of  punishment,  were  limited  by  express  re- 
strictive or  qualifying  provisions.  The  admission 
of  the  treaty-making  power,  therefore,  in  the  abso- 
lute, unrestricted  character  it  assumed^  to  wear, 
would  be  a  violation  of  the  whole  consistency  of 
the  Constitution. 

Mr.  A.  said  that  a  person  observing,  with  any 
degree  of  attention,  the  progress  of  our  Govern- 
ment, could  not  fail  to  be  struck  with  the  conflict 
between  many  of  the  principles  adopted  in  the 
construction  of  the  Constitution,  and  its  true  char- 
acter and  intendment.  The  framers  of  this  instru- 
ment had  expended  the  resources  of  an  incom- 
parable wisdom,  in  devising  limitations  on  the 
powers  which  it  conveyed,  and  in  the  contrivance 
of  adequate  safeguards  a^inst  the  exercise  of 
other  powers.  In  the  illusion  of  a  generous  confi- 
dence, they  had  no  doubt  conceived  that  these 
safeguards  would  be  found  sufl&cient.  But,  in 
the  current  of  the  administration  of  a  constitu- 
tional government,  there  was  generated  a  reptile 
destructive  or  dangerous  to  the  dams  and  mounds 
which  were  instituted  to  restrain  it.  The  name  of 
this  reptile  was  oomtructicn.  Such  was  its  fecun- 
dity, that  it  was  impossible  to  extinguish  the  race. 
Sucn  was  its  subtlety  and  activity  of  nature,  that 
it  was  difiScult  to  counteract  its  operations.  This 
reptile  had  been  at  work  in  the  mounds  of  our 
Constitution,  nor  was  it  a  little  to  be  feared  that 
the  breaches  had  already  been  effected  which  were 
destined,  in  future  time,  to  give  a  general  admis- 
sion to  discretionary  power. 

It  miffht  possibly  be  objected  to  what  had  been 
observed,  that  the  power  confided  to  the  President 
and  Senate,  was  a  power  to  make  or  conclude 
treaties,  and  that  the  construction  contended  for, 
would  convert  their  faculty  in  this  respect  into 
a  mere  function  of  initiating  treaties.  But  the  dis- 
tinction was,  that  the  power  which,  in  relation  to 
the  general  subject  of  treaty  stipulation  was  exclu- 
sive in  the  President  and  Senate,  in  relation  to  the 
particular  class  of  subiects  under  discussion — those 
confided  to  the  control  of  Congress — was  a  concur- 
rent power.  In  the  clause  of  the  Constitution, 
indeed,  creating  the  power  to  make  treaties,  there 
was  no  express  designation  of  limits  to  that  power. 
But,  as  exclusive  powers  were  no  less  effectually 
defined  by  the  conterminous  relation  of  their  re- 
spective spheres  of  operation,  than  by  an  express 
designation  of  limits ;  so  concurrent  powers  were 
indicated  in  as  satisfactory  a  manner  by  separate 
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grants  of  the  same  subjects  of  jurisdiction  to  sev- 
eral powers,  as  they  could  be  by  a  grant  purport- 
ing m  its  terms  to  be  a  joint  one.  It  was  to  be 
recollected,  too,  that  no  consideration  affecting 
either  the  efficacjr  of  the  treaty-making  power 
within  its  appropriate  sphere,  or  its  relation  to  the 
public  convenience,  required  that  it  should  be  ex- 
clusive over  all  the  subjects  of  its  operation.  In 
the  denial  of  any  particular  subject  or  class  of 
subjects  to  its  exclusive  jurisdiction,  the  efficacy 
of  the  power  would  suffer  no  impairment,  in  rela- 
tion to  others  which  were  conceded.  And,  as  re- 
spected public  convenience,  this  consideration,  so 
far  from  requiring  any  indefinite  extension  or  char- 
acter of  the  power,  demanded,  on  the  contrary,  that 
its  disposing  control  should  be  guarded  in  relation 
to  subjects  of  public  interest  of  more  than  ordinary 
delicacy  or  magnitude,  by  the  check  of  the  neces- 
sary co-operation  of  some  department  of  concur- 
rent jurisdiction.  Nor,  admitting  this  observation 
to  be  just,  was  there  any  subject  of  public  interest 
characterised  bv  a  more  indi^utable  title  to  the  pe- 
culiar safeguara  in  question,  than  that  which  related 
to  the  disposal  of  the  territorial  property  of  thenation. 
The  power  of  the  President  and  Senate  to  alien- 
ate territory,  might,  perhaps,  be  mferred  as  a  con- 
sequence of  their  power  to  acquire  it.  Mr.  A.  ob- 
jected to  the  consequence  as  illogical,  and  protested 
against  the  mode  of  construing  the  powers  of  the 
Government  by  which  it  must  be  derived.  An 
incidental  power  would  haVe  to  be  derived  from 
an  incidental  power ;  and  this  first  incident,  the 
source  of  other^  was  itself  supposed  to  be  derived 
in  a  mode  still  more  unauthorized,  not  from  any 
specific  power,  but  as  as  result  of  tne  general  col- 
lective powers  and  sovereign  character  of  the 
Gbvemment.  In  such  a  mode  of  derivation  of 
power,  it  was  obvious  that  the  efficacy  of  speci- 
fication in  the  grant  of  it,  would  be  destroyed,  and 
a  political  constitution,  as  respected  any  purpose 
of  limitation  on  the  exercise  of  power,  be  converted 
to  a  name.  It  was  inevitable,  indeed,  that  every 
political  constitution  should  admit  the  exercise  of 
implied  and  incidental  powers,  as  a  result  of  the 
compendious  simplicity  of  an  instrument  of  this 
character.  But  tne  danger  of  abuse  and  injury 
from  this  source  was  guarded,  if  not  obviated,  by 
a  mode  of  construction  (the  only  one  which  did 
not  outrage  a  constitution  of  enumerated  powers) 
which  required  that  the  power  made  the  source, 
as  well  as  that  which  was  made  the  subject  of 
derivation,  should  be  specific ;  and  that  the  rela- 
tion between  them  should  be  essential  and  imme- 
diate. Principles  the  reverse  of  these  appeared, 
however,  to  be  obtaining  an  ascendency.  The 
operation  of  the  mischief  was  to  be  seen,  indeed, 
at  this  time,  only  in  its  commencement  But  the 
end  of  this  thing,  Mr.  A.  said,  was  death.  The 
malady  might  now  present  only  an  eruptive  ap- 
pearance on  the  surface,  but  it  would  be  found 
to  be  orogressive  to  the  heart  of  the  Constitution ; 
woula  communicate  eventually  to  the  system,  the 
nnnatural  activity  of  despotism;  and  of  unnatural 
Action,  if  not  arrested,  wnether  in  bodies  political 
or  physical,  there  was  but  one  result,  and  that 
result  was  dissolution.  I 


Mr.  A.  could  not  abstain  from  remarking  (tbofosh 
the  remark  had  no  immediate  relevancy  to  tie 
question)  on  the  unlimited  character  of  the  power 
of  legislation,  which  was  assumed  in  oar  Govern- 
ment, in  relation  to  thenational  territories.  Author- 
ity was  arrogated  to  legislate  on  this  suMect  at  dis- 
cretion, and  an  instance  of  the  fullest  incnil^nce  of 
it  had  occurred  at  the  present  session  of  Congress,  (in 
the  measure  for  the  interdiction  of  slavery  in  a  por- 
tion of  the  Territories.^  Take  this  power  of  dis- 
cretionary regulation,  in  connexion  with  the  ac- 
knowledged power  to  refuse  admission  of  a  Terri- 
tory into  the  Union,  and  what  was  the  result?  A 
power  was  arrogated  to  regulate  discretionally, 
and  a  power  conceded  to  retain  the  Territories  at 
pleasure  in  subjection  to  the  authority  invested 
with  this  power  of  discretionar3r  regulation.  Let 
the  extent  and  susceptibility  of  importance  of  the 
Territories  be  considered,  and  what  was  the  spec- 
tacle which,  under  the  practical  operation  of  the 
doctrine  asserted,  our  Government  might  come  to 
present?  The  spectacle  of  an  authority  strictly 
limited  within  its  appropriate  sphere  of  operation, 
exerting  unlimited  powers  in  a  coextensive  collat- 
eral sphere  of  operation.  It  would  be  a  condition 
like  that  of  the  Roman  Republic  in  an  advanced 
stage  of  its  progress,  in  which,  characterized  by 
the  forms  of  a  limited  Govemmoit  at  home,  it 
wielded  without  control  the  uncounted  resources 
and  power  of  the  provinces.  To  the  issue  of  this 
condition  of  things  in  that  Republic  it  was  not 
necessary  to  advert,  nor  to  pursue  the  train  of  re- 
flection which  it  was  calculated  to  sugsest. 

Reverting  to  the  question,  Mr.  A.  denied  that 
a  power  on  the  part  of  the  President  and  Senate 
to  dispose  of  territory,  was  to  be  regarded  as  a 
conseouenoe  of  the  power  to  acquire  it.  The 
separable  characters  of  these  powers  resulted  from 
the  principle  which  determined  the  general  pro- 
priety and  motives  of  aU  delegation  or  reservation 
of  power,  namely,  the  beneficial  or  harmless  charac- 
ter of  its  exercise.  The  exertion  of  a  power  to 
acquire  territory  could  scarcelv  be  otherwise  than 
beneficial  in  its  tendency,  ana  the  power  might 
therefore  well  be  admitted.  The  exercise  of  the 
power  to  alienate  could  rarely  be  attended  with  a 
oeneficial,  and  was  liable  to  be  attended  with  a 
very  detrimental  operation.  This  power  might 
therefore  well  be  denied. 

The  case  was  like  that  of  infancy  at  law,  in 
which,  though  a  competency  to  be  benefitted  by 
acts  of  acquisition  was  properly  admitted,  the 
capacity  was  denied  to  be  Dound  to  acts  of  aliens- 
tion.  A  power  to  alienate  was,  indeed,  in  no  case^ 
in  relation  to  subjects  of  private  or  public  interest^ 
aiiy  necessary  correlative  of  a  power  to  acquired 
Wnether,  then,  future  acquisitions  of  territory  were 
or  were  not  contemplated,  and  their  disposa/  pro- 
vided for  by  the  Constitution,  the  condusioa  wns 
still  the  same,  that  the  power  of  disposal,  either 
to  foreign  Governments  or  to  citizens,  so  far  as  it 
existed  at  all,  could  belong  only  to  Consress ;  and 
this  in  reference  both  to  the  letter  of  tne  Consti- 
tntion  and  to  the  policy  directing  the  delegation 
of  powtr  in  free  States.  If  the  power  were  to  he 
considered  as  a  necessary  resulting  power,  arisincr 
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out  of  dreamstaxiees  not  foreseen,  it  ooold  only 
result  to  the  Legislature,  the  general  representa- 
tires  of  the  nation .  A  subject  of  interest  accruing 
subsequenlhr  to  a  grant,  if  it  can  be  made  to  pass 
at  all  bf  toe  grant,  must  pass  to  the  grantee  of 
the  ^entfal  estate,  and  not  to  the  grantee  of  any 
particobr  portion  of  it. 

The  powers  appertaining  to  the  treaty-making 
department,  and  those  granted  to  Congress  over 
particular  classes  of  subjects,  presenting  the  a{>- 
peuaaee  of  conflict,  the  object  of  a  just  consti- 
tntioQ  woald  be  to  reconcile  them  by  allowing  to 
both,  if  possible,  a  doe  operation.  But  this  object 
cottld  only  be  attained  by  the  mode  which  had  been 
suggested,  of  allowing  them  a  concurrent  opera- 
tioQ  over  the  subjects  which  present  the  apparent 
occasion  of  conflict.  Thb  construction  was  in 
consistency  with  all  received  rules  in  relation  to 
questions  of  ithis  sort  It  was  an  established 
principle  which  had  been  adverted  to^  (by  the 
Speaker,)  that  in  cases  of  the  conflict  of  particu- 
lar with  general  expfessions,  the  general  must  give 
way  to  the  particular  expression.  And*  w%y? 
Because  rules  of  construction  being  nothing  more 
than  contrivances  for  the  ascertainment  of  in- 
tention, what  was  equivocal  in  a  general,  became 
explicit  in  anartieahtr  expression.  The  constnic- 
tion  stated  derived  corroboration  in  the  present 
instanoe  of  its  application,  from  a  consideration  of 
the  momentoos  cnaraoter  of  the  subjects  of  power 
which  it  operated  to  detach  from  the  executive,  to 
confide  to  the  concurrent  treaty*making  jurisaic- 
tion;  and  frcmi  a  consideration  of  the  afllnity 
which  it  tended  to  stamp  on  the  treaty^making 
power,  to  the  general  poLcy  and  character  of  the 
Constitution,  and  to  the  peculiar  character  of 
the  more  important  specific  powers  which  it  com- 
prised. 

The  construction  relied  on  vru  confirmed  by 
other  piriBciples  of  interpretation.  One  of  these, 
the  ofl^nring  of  incontrovertible  reason,  required 
that  the  most  mitigated  sense  should  be  given  to 
expressions  obscure  or  doubtful  in  their  character. 
^*  in  cb$cum  fuod  mMmum  ut  qturimurJ^  The 
application  of  this  maxim  was  particularly  strong 
to  grants  of  power,  in  relation  t^  which  the  small- 
est amoimt  of  concession  might  always  be  pre- 
sumed. And  it  applied  with  still  an  augmented 
force  to  a  grant  oi  power  such  as  that  contained 
in  the  Constitation,  which  was  admitted  on  all 
hands  to  be  of  the  strictest  and  most  limited  de- 
''cription.  Bat,  this  being  the  fact,  the  whole 
doabt  as  well  as  danger  in  the  case  under  review, 
proceeded  from  the  construction  which  asaijgned 
the  largest  extension  to  the  power  of  the  President 
and  Senate,  and  were  obviated  by  that  which  ad- 
miefed  the  qualification  of  their  power  by  the  spe- 
cific ^;rantBof  power  made  to  Congress  by  the 
Constitution. 

It  would  not  be  contended  by  the  most  extrav- 
agant advocates  of  the  treaty-making  power,  that 
^ere  existed  no  limits  to  its  extension.  It  would 
Qot  be  conteoded  that  the  power  extended  to  the 
transfer  of  a  Stite,  or  of  an  essential  part  of  sov- 
ereignty, for  example.  The  question  which  arose 
upon  ibis  power  rmted,  then,  not  to  the  fact,  but 


to  the  point  of  its  limitation.  What  was  the  point 
assignM  ?  The  subsistence  of  other  powers  by  the 
expQcit  expression  of  the  Constitution.  What 
was  the  degree  of  limitation  contended  for  ?  Was 
it  the  entire  exclusion  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
power  from  the  subjects  of  these  particular  powers? 
No.  The  degree  of  limitation  was  the  confine- 
ment of  the  power  (left  in  other  respects  unre- 
stricted) to  a  concurrent  jurisdiction  in  relation 
to  this  particular  class  of  subjects.  The  limita- 
tion assigned  was  precise,  both  as  respected  its 
point  of  occurrence  and  degree.  In  its  tendency  it 
was  beneficial ;  and  it  arose  upon  the  letter,  as  it  was 
sustained  by  the  true  intendment,  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. Construction  aflSrming  a  limit  of  this  char- 
acter upon  power,  could  with  no  color  of  propriety 
be  rejected  from  operation. 

There  was  one  consideration  upon  the  subject 
of  this  controversy,  in  relation  to  the  extent  of  the 
trtety-makin^  power,  which  appeared  to  Mr.  A. 
to  be  conclusive.  It  was  this,  that  the  exclusive 
control  daimed  for  the  power,  was  not  pretended 
to  extend  to  all  the  subjects  submitted  to  Con- 
gress by  the  Constitution.  There  were  several 
which  this  exclusive  control  was  admitted  not  to 
cover.  The  powers  to  borrow  money;  to  make 
war ;  to  raise  armies ;  to  admit  new  States^  were 
examples.  But  where  was  the  ground  of  distinc- 
tion TCtween  these  subjects  and  those  over  which 
an  exclusive,  superseding  control  was  claimed? 
It  was  not  to  be  round  in  the  Constitution.  There 
these  several  classes  of  subjects  were  placed  on 
the  same  exact  footing.  The  powers  conveyed 
to  Congress  were  all  conveyed  in  the  same  terms. 
The  distinction  was  not  to  be  found  in  any  pecu- 
liar importance  of  the  abdicated  subjects.  All 
were  important.  Was  the  distinction  to  be  found 
in  the  supposed  external  relation  of  the  class  of 
arrogated  subjects,  rendering  them  in  a  peculiar 
degree  adapted  to  become  the  objects  of  treaty 
stipulation  7  These  subjects  were  not  distinguish- 
ed by  this  character  in  any  greater  degree  than 
several  of  the  abdicated  subjects ;  of  which  the 
powers  of  making  war  and  raising  armies  were 
mstances.  The  danger,  too,  with  which  the  ai^ 
gument  derived  from  this  principle  of  construc- 
tion was  firau^ht,  ought  not  to  escape  observation. 
Let  the  principle  be  admitted,  and  it  would  be 
only  necessary  to  give  to  exercises  of  power  the 
form  of  treaty  stipulation,  and  any  power  might 
be  exercised,  and  any  object  attained,  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive department,  however  remote  from  the 
proper  sphere  of  its  control.  Finally,  if  the  dis- 
tinction between  the  jurisdiction  arrogated,  and 
that  renounced,  by  the  treaty-making  power,  were 
made  to  rest  on  the  peculiar  character  of  the  treaty 
stipidations,  as  being  susceptible  of  execution,  inde-> 
pend^itly  en  legislative  aid,  or  as  requiring  that 
aid  for  their  execution^  the  answer  was  equally 
obvious  with  those  which  had  been  stated  to  oti^er 
supposed  principles  of  distinction,  it  was  this, 
that  there  were  various  supposeable  cases  of  s&ni- 
lation  having  no  dependence  on  legislative  aid  for 
execution,  which  yet  the  consent  of  all  men  would 
reject  from  the  exclusive  control  of  the  treaty- 
making  power.    One  example,  suggested  by  re- 
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cent  occurrences^  should  be  adduced.  A  new 
State,  provided  its  government  were  organized, 
and  the  form  republican,  might  be  admitted  into 
the  Union  without  any  necessary  intervention  of 
legislative  authority,  by  a  treaty  stipulating  that  it 
should  send  two  Senators  and  one  Representative 
to  Congress.  There  was  a  republican  govern- 
ment now  or^nized  among  the  olacks  in  the  isl- 
and of  Hayti.  If  the  doctrines  asserted  in  rela- 
tion to  the  extent  of  the  treaty-making  ])ower 
were  just,  what  was  there  to  hinder  the  admission 
of  this  Republic  into  the  Union,  if  the  President 
and  Senate  were  to  be  of  opinion  to  admit  it? 
Here  was  a  case  requiring  no  intervention  of  le- 
gislative aid.  Here  was  a  case  which,  from  its 
character  of  external  relation,  fell  within  the  class 
of  the  appropriate  objects  of  treaty  stipulation. 
It  was  sufficient  for  the  argument,  that  the  case 
was  a  possible  one.  Mr.  A.  did  not  affect  to  in- 
sinuate that  the  realization  ever  could  be  thought 
of.  Considering,  however,  the  value  of  West  India 
possessions,  there  was  a  possible  composition  of  the 
Executive  department,  in  which  tne  realization 
was  by  no  means  inconceivable.  Constitutional 
doctrines,  however,  could  not  be  sound,  which  in- 
volved the  possibility  of  such  a  consequence. 

There  were  various  other  and  important  views, 
connected  with  the  discussion  of  this  question  of 
the  just  character  of  the  treaty-makinf  power  in 
our  Grovemmeat,  which  Mr.  A.  said  that  fatigue 
compelled  him  to  pretermit.  An  observation  had 
been  made  in  the  debate,  however^  which  it  was 
necessary  to  notice.  It  had  been  said  that,  admit- 
ting the  incompetency  of  the  President  and  Senate 
to  alienate,  their  power  could  not  be  denied  to  as- 
certain the  limits  of  territory,  and  that  the  provi- 
sions of  the  treaty,  in  this  respect,  extended  no 
farther  than  to  an  ascertainment  of  limits.  The 
distinction,  as  related  to  the  power,  was  admitted. 
There  could  be  no  question  of  the  authority  to  set- 
tle limits.  But  was  the  character  of  the  treaty 
such  as  had  been  represented?  Did  it  operate 
only  to  define,  and  not  extend  to  the  alienation  of 
territory  ?  Was  not  the  contrary  of  this  sugges- 
tion notorious  ?  Did  not  the  treaty,  on  the  face  of 
it,  purport  to  make  a  cession  of  territory,  by  stat- 
ing the  fact,  and  by  employing  throughout  the 
language  appropriate  to  cession  ?  Did  not  every 
person,  in  any  aegree  versed  in  the  history  of  the 
controversy  with  Spain  upon  this  subject,  know 
that  the  boundary  fixed  by  the  treaty  was,  as  had 
been  observed  by  the  Speaker,  a  new  line  made, 
and  not  a  line  ascertained?  The  treaty  did,  there- 
fore, make  an  alienation  of  territory.  Into  the 
question  of  our  title  to  this  territory,  Mr.  A.  did 
not  design  at  this  time  to  enter,  farther  than  to  ob- 
serve, that  the  acceptance  by  Spain  of  the  country 
as  a  cession  from  us^  was  to  his  mind  suflBicient 
evidence  of  the  validity  of  our  title.  The  inability, 
too.  of  Spain  to  make  out  a  valid  title  against  us, 
(wnich  appeared  from  the  negotiation  to  be  the 
fact,)  was  itself,  in  the  relative  condition  of  the 
two  countries,  tantamount  to  a  valid  title  upon  our 
part. 

Such  were  the  views  which  Mr.  A.  had  been 
led  to  entertain  of  the  proposition  affirmed  by  the 


first  resolution.  But  whether  those  views  were 
well  or  ill-founded;  whether  Congress  were  or 
were  not  entitled  to  a  voice  in  the  disposal  of  the 
territory  which  the  treaty  with  Spain  proposed  to 
alienate,  there  could  be  no  question  of  its  belong- 
ing, both  to  the  ri^ht  and  the  duty  of  Congress, 
to  express  an  opinion  upon  any  subject  of  national 
policy,  deemed  of  sufficient  importance  to  require 
such  an  expression.  There  could  be  as  little  ques- 
tion that  this  expression  of  opinbn  would  Lave 
its  due  weight  with  the  Executive  Department  of 
the  Grovernment.  If  Congress  concurred,  there- 
fore, in  the  views  which  had  dictated  the  second 
resolution,  there  could  be  no  question  of  the  pro- 
priety of  affirming  them,  by  the  passage  of  the 
resolution. 

There  were  several  propositions  asserted  by  the 
resolution — the  dbproportion  of  the  equivalent 
rendered  by  Spain  for  our  concessions  in  the 
treaty ;  the  general  impolicy  of  the  transfer  of  the 
territory  ceded  on  our  part  to  any  foreign  Power : 
and  the  inexpediency  as  a  consequence  of  these, 
of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  now  that  the  op- 
tion of  our  Government  was  restored,  to  ratify  or 
reject  it.  Was,  then,  the  equivalent  stipulated  to  be 
rendered  by  them  disproportionate,  and  was  it  im- 
politic to  make  a  transfer  to  any  fordgn  Power  of 
the  territory  we  had  stipulated  to  c^e  ?  'What 
were  the  reUtive  concessions  of  the  contracting 
parties  ?  On  the  side  of  the  United  States,  &Ye 
millions  of  dollars  to  be  p&id,  in  part  discharge  of 
claims  of  our  citizens  upon  Spain ;  the  abandon- 
ment of  the  residue  of  these  claims ;  of  which,  as 
they  stood  in  the  same  character,  the  allowance  of 
this  part  was,  in  effect,  a  recognition  to  the  amount 
of  $15,000,000.  as  had  been  stated  (by  the  honor- 
able Speakor ;)  the  privilege  to  the  subjects  of 
Spain,  carrying  on  commerce  with  the  territory 
we  were  to  acquire,  of  admission  into  its  ports  on 
the  same  terms  with  our  own  citizens,  for  the  pe- 
riod of  twelve  years  from  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty;  and,  finally,  the  territory  of  Texas,  which 
we  stipulated  to  cede.  Placing  out  of  view  the 
other  parts  of  this  concession,  what  was  the  char- 
acter and  value  of  this  territory  of  Texas  ?  The 
full  value  we  were  not  possessed  of  sufficient  in- 
formation, it  was  probable,  to  enable  us  to  appre- 
ciate. Enough,  however,  was  known  to  ascertain 
its  superiority  in  this  respect  to  the  province,  &s 
part  of  the  consideration  of  which  it  was  proposed 
to  be  transferred.  In  superficial  extent,  Texas 
would  not  be  denied  to  be  several  times  larger 
than  Florida.  In  a  general  character  of  fertility, 
the  two  countries^  according  to  the  accounts  which 
Mr.  A.  had  received,  admitted  of  no  comparison, 
so  decidedly  was  the  advantage  on  the  side  of  the 
former  of  them.  Placed  in  a  near  vicinity  to 
South  America,  this  province  asserted  stiii  more 
signally,  to  the  character  of  its  productions,  its 
affinity  to  the  peculiar  natural  advantages  which 
distinguish,  in  a  mannor  so  remarkable,  that  most 
favored  portion  of  the  earth.  Productions  of  the 
highest  value,  and  supposed  to  be  the  most  widely 
diversified,  as  respected  the  soil  and  climate  they 
re(;[uired,  found  here  a  point  of  neighborhood  and 
union.    Corn,  cotton,  sugar,  met  a  congenial  soi}, 
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and  circumstances  favorable  to  their  production. 
The  climate  was  of  extraordinary  salubrity — the 
rivers  yarious  and  large.  And  what  was  the  con- 
sideration for  which  we  were  to  surrender  a  coun- 
try such  as  this  had  been  described ;  of  immense 
extent,  possessed  of  every  natural  advantage,  des- 
tined by  the  most  signal  evidences  to  hi^h  politi- 
cal importance  ?  Was  it  for  the  sands  of  Florida? 
No,  not  for  the  property,  but  for  little  more  than 
the  sovereignty  of  these  sands.  For,  independently 
of  the  grants  to  Alagon,  and  Vargas,  and  Punun 
Rostro,  which  had  been  the  subjects  of  recent 
contestation,  the  largest  and  the  most  valuable 
portion  of  tne  soil  of  Florida  was  known  to  have 
oeen  granted  out.  The  recent  contested  grants 
bad  only  been  of  the  residuary  lands.  In  the  bar- 
gain wnich  had  been  made  we  were  to  give  the 
sovereignty  and  nearly  the  whole,  Mr.  A.  pre- 
sumed, of  the  soil  of  Texas,  such  as  it  had  Men 
described,  for  little  more,  comparatively  speaking, 
than  the  sovereignty  of  Florida.  Was  the  bar- 
gain one,  which,  in  this  obvious  view  of  its  char- 
acter, with  perfect  liberty  to  accept  or  reject  it,  it 
would  be  expedient  to  confirm  ?  But,  great  impor- 
tance was  attributed  to  Florida  in  a  military  and 
political  point  of  view. 

Without  any  design  of  derogation  from  the  im- 
portance of  Florida  in  this  respect,  did  this  con- 
sideration, Mr.  A.  asked,  render  its  acquisition  at 
this  time,  and  at  the  price  of  any  disproportionate 
oquiraJent,  an  object  of  reasonable  solicitude  on 
oar  part  ?  He  apprehended  that  it  did  not.  What- 
ever might  be  tne  advantages  presented  by  this 
country  for  purposes  of  military  or  commercial 
annoyance,  in  the  hands  of  Spain,  it  could  not  be 
rendered  subservient  to  any  such  purposes  against 
us.  Spain  did  not  possess,  nor  had  tne  faculty  of 
acquiring  means  and  resources,  military  or  naval, 
which  could  be  applied  to  such  objects.  Nor,  if 
she  possessed,  or  could  acquire  them,  could  it  ever 
be  her  policy  to  avail  herself  of  the  position  of 
Florida  to  employ  them  aigainst  this  country. 

In  proof  of  this  the  single  consideration  was 
sQ&cient,  that  the  inevitable  result  of  the  pursuit 
of  such  a  policy  would  be  the  loss  of  thie  province 
in  question,  without  the  possibility  of  indemnifica- 
tion. This  result,  it  would  be  admitted^  could  not 
be  prevented  by  any  exertion  or  contingency  of 
events.  The  acquisition  of  Florida  was  Uierabre 
an  object  of  no  considerable  importance  as  related 
to  any  view  of  danger  of  its  being  used  for  nur- 
poses  of  annoyance  by  Spain.  The  ground  of 
apprehension  was  as  slight  from  any  other  quarter. 
The  Indian  inhabitants  would  be  m  no  great  de- 
gree more  likely  to  give  us  disturbance,  if  the 
country  continued  in  the  hands  of  Spain,  than  if 
it  were  transferred  to  our  own.  Nor  was  fear 
indeed  to  be  indulged  of  disturbance  from  this 
source  while  the  lite  or  the  memory  of  Jackson 
among  his  Indian  adversaries  were  preserved.  For 
danger,  proceeding  from  any  European  Power 
other  than  Spain,  we  had  already  made  an  ade- 
V^ate  provision  by  a  law  giving  authority  to  the 
l^re^ident  to  prevent  the  occupation  of  Florida  by 
a  foreign  Power.  Mr.  A.  said  that,  in  the  policy 
«5f  Ibis  law, ,  he  entirely  concurred.    Whue  he 


should  be  opposed  to  the  occupation  of  the  cotm- 
try  by  ourselves,  at  least  under  present  circum- 
stances, when  he  would  be  averse  to  any  measure 
by  which  the  hazard  of  war  might  be  incurred,  he 
should,  at  all  times  and  under  all  circiunstances, 
consider  the  prevention  of  the  occupation  of  Flor- 
ida by  any  other  foreign  Power  than  Spain,  as  a 
measure  of  indisputable  and  unimpeachable  policy, 
on  the  part  of  tnis  coimtry.  It  stood  justified  to 
his  mind  by  considerations  admitted  to  be  para- 
mount to  all  others— of  defence  and  preservation. 
No  Power  could  have  either  interest  or  motive  in 
the  acquisition  of  Florida,  unconnected  with  views 
to  our  annoyance,  and  a  policy  dictated  by  such 
views,  it  was  at  ail  times  as  justifiable  as  it  was 
necessary  to  repel.  Whatever,  then,  mi^ht  be  the 
intrinsic  importance  of  Florida  in  a  political  point 
of  view,  its  acquisition  could  not  be  considered  as 
demanded  of  us  at  this  time  at  the  price  of  any 
concession  di^roportioned  to  its  proper  value. 

But  vras  this  character  of  importance,  in  a  po- 
litical view,  confined  to  Florida  ?  Was  Texas  oi 
no  consideration  in  this  view  ?  Let  the  situation 
of  this  province,  at  the  back  of  Louisiana,  and  the 
direction  of  the  fiow  of  its  principal  rivers,  be  con- 
sidered, and  the  important  and  delicate  relation 
which  it  sustained  to  New  Orleans,  itself  the  most 
important  position  in  our  country^  would  imme- 
diately be  perceived.  Upon  this  view  of  the  sub- 
ject, interesting  as  it  was,  Mr.  A.  forbore  from  ob- 
vious considerations,  to  enlarge.  He  would  dismiss 
it,  merely  accompanied  with  a  hint  at  the  capacity 
of  Texas  to  maintain  a  formidable  popufation. 
Considered  in  a  mere  political  aspect,  then,  the 
equivalent  which  we  were  to  obtain  for  our  terri- 
torial concession  in  the  treaty  appeared  to  be  little 
entitled  to  the  preference  which  nad  been  allotted 
to  it,  and  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  altogether 
unadvisable. 

There  was  another  view  of  the  subject,  entire- 
ly concurrent  with  that  which  had  been  stated. 
Whatever  miffht  have  been  the  value  of  Florida, 
could  it^not  have  been  obtained  on  terms  better 
than  those  which  had  been  stipulated?  There 
was  certainly  no  indisposition  on  the  part  of  Spain 
to  yield  it  to  us.  This  was  mani^t,  from  the 
character  of  the  instructions  which  were  known  to 
have  been  given  to  Don  Onis;  from  the  fact  of 
his  signature  to  the  treaty ;  from  the  fact  of  the 
despatch  of  the  new  mission,  which  was  every  day 
expected  on  our  shores ;  and,  finally,  from  the  evi- 
dence disclosed  by  the  publication  of  the  late  ne- 
gotiation at  Madrid,  which  showed  that  the  diffi- 
culties which  had  obstructed  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty  did  not  relate  to  any  reluctance  indulged  by 
the  Gbvemment  of  Spain  to  make  a  cession  of 
the  country.  Spain  had  no  interest  in  the  retention 
of  this  province.  It  was  of  no  value,  but  rather  a 
source  of  expense,  and  a  burden  as  a  territorial  d^ 
pendency,  ft  could  be  of  no  value,  frona  her  pe- 
culiar condition,  in  a  military  or  commercial  view. 
Superadded  to  this  consideration,  she  had  strong 
motives  to  make  the  cession.  Ii  the  motives  of 
her  determination  to  do  so,  as  heretofore  evinced, 
had  reference  to  the  posture  of  her  affairs  m  South 
America,  these  motives  not  only  retained  an  imdi- 
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minished,  bat  had  acquired  an  increased  force  from 
recent  occurrences.  If  the  object  of  her  policj', 
hitherto,  had  been  to  prevent  our  interference  m 
any  mode  in  the  contest  with  the  patriots,  and  she 
still  retained  the  hope  of  being  enabled  to  prose- 
cute that  contest,  the  increasing  difficulties  of  her 
situation,  and  the  knowledge  of  the  peculiar  and 
growing  state  of  public  sentiment  in  this  coun- 
try, both  towards  herself  and  towards  the  patri- 
ots, furnished  decided  inducements  to  her  to  con- 
tinue to  act  in  the  same  line  of  policy,  and  to 
secure  our  further  forbearance  at  the  price  which 
she  had  already  determined  to  regard  as  a  consid- 
ejration  not  too  high  for  it.  But,  if  she  had  lost 
all  hope  of  bdnf  enabled  to  prosecute  the  con- 
test with  the  colonies,  then  her  inducements  to 
the  same  coarse  became  still  more  unequivocal. 
Why  ?  because  she  knew  that  in  the  event  of  the 
success  of  the  patriots,  Florida  must  fall  into  their 
hands,  who  may  be  presumed  to  form  the  objects 
of  her  peculiar  animosity,  or  must  come  by  the 
operation  of  domestic  revolution  into  ours,  with- 
out her  obtaining  any  compensation  for  it,  even 
the  liquidation  oi  our  claims  on  her  for  spoliation. 
In  every  view,  then,  interest,  and  in  one  view,  a 
nioral  feeling,  more  powerful  in  its  operation  than 
interest,  prompted  Spain  to  the  pursuit  of  the  same 
policy,  which  was  tnat  of  cession  of  the  territory 
we  were  desirous  to  obtain.  There  was  no  op- 
posing interest  or  motive  of  any  sort.  Under  these 
circumstances,  left,  as  we  were,  at  liberty  by  the 
delay  of  Spain  in  ratifying  the  treaty,  and  even 
authorized  to  rise  in  our  demands,  would  it  not  be 
a  policy  preferable  to  the  ratification  of  the  treaty 
to  trust  ourselves  to  the  results  of  a  new  negotia- 
tion '?  In  the  worst  event  of  such  a  resort,  we 
might  expect,  considering  the  advantage  of  our 
situation,  to  pirocure  Florida  for  money,  (more  al- 
luring to  Spain  in  her  present  circumstances  than 
territory,)  in  place  of  the  disproportioned  territo- 
rial equivalent  which  we  had  stipulated  to  give 
for  it 

Might  we  not  be  justified,  too,  in  indulging  a 
glance  at  the  very  possible  contingency  of  procuring 
this  country,  without  the  payment  of  any  price,  by 
the  efiect  ox  domestic  revolution  ?  In  any  event, 
our  claims  on  Boaan  would  remain  the  same.  They 
might  be  consiaered  as  having  derived  the  advan- 
tage of  reeo^ition  from  the  treaty.  Spain  was 
in  no  condition  to  satisfy  them  in  any  other  way 
than  by  a  cession  of  Fbrida.  If  she  declined  to 
satisfy  them  in  this,  the  only  mode  which  was  in 
her  power,  we  would  be  at  liberty  to  adopt  a  rem- 
edy for  ourselves.  The  fund  could  not  escape  us. 
It  was  at  all  times  liable  to  our  control.  Could 
there,  in  such  circumstances^  be  excuse  for  impru- 
dence, or  occasion  for  precipitation,  in  our  endeav- 
ors to  obtain  possession  oi  Florida,  however  de- 
sirable it  might  be  to  do  so  ? 

Upon  the  whole,  Mr.  A.  said,  he  considered  the 
propositions  affirmed  by  the  second  resolution  as 
sustained — that  there  was  a  want  of  proportion  in 
the  relative  concessions  of  the  treaty ;  that  the  ter- 
ritory which  it  purported  to  cede  on  our  part,  ou^ht 
not  to  be  made  the  subject  of  transfer  to  any  other 
foreign  Power,  and  tnat  the  ratification  of  the 


treaty  was  in  every  view  inex{)edieat.  Bntertain- 
ing  tnese  views,  he  had  no  hesitation  in  expressing 
them,  and  he  hoped  that  the  resolutions  would 
meet  the  approbation  of  the  Committee. 

Mr.  Trimble,  of  Kentucky,  said,  that  he  had 
risen  to  support  both  of  the  resolutions  offered  by 
his  colleague,  the  honorable  Speaker.  He  saw  in 
the  documents  strong  indications  of  intention  to 
accept  the  treaty,  and,  dissatisfied  as  he  was,  he 
owed  it  as  a  duty  to  himself,  to  the  nation  gener- 
ally, and  especially  to  that  part  of  it  residing^  on 
the  Western  waters^  to  enter  his  protest  at  large 
against  the  ratification.  The  treaty,  in  his  opin- 
ion, was  one  of  great  interest  to  the  nation ;  pre- 
senting various  topics  for  discussion,  most  of  which 
had  been  precluded  from  debate  by  the  cautious 

Erudence  of  his  friend  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
lOWNnas.)  He  knew  that  the  rules  of  the  House 
gave  him  a  wide  range,  but  he  found  himself  un- 
expectedly restricted  by  the  solicitude  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations.  He 
was  sure  that  solicitude  was  deeply  fdtj  beeause  it 
was  strongly  expressed,  and  being  always  ready 
to  defer  to  nis  talents  and  discretion,  he  would 
cheerfully  conform  to  his  wishes.  He  had  no 
right,  he  said,  to  complain  of  the  course  proposed ; 
and  he  would  do  his  triend  the  justice  to  aaj,  that, 
if  he  did  not  advance  with  the  boldness  of  Alex- 
ander, he  displayed  in  retreat  all  the  ^U  of  a 
Xenophon.  He  was  in  Parliament,  what  Moreau 
and  Monteeuccoli  were  in  the  field;  he  carried 
every  thing  with  him ;  had  left  no  spoil  for  his 
pursuers;  no  point  exposed;  no  barriers  unde- 
fended. The  honor  of  the  nation  could  not  be 
placed  in  better  hands,  or  safer  keeping ;  and  no 
one  could  defend  its  interests  with  superior 
ability. 

The  friends  of  the  treaty,  he  said,  had  soDgrht 
occasion  to  proclaim  its  merits ;  its  opposers,  until 
now,  had  not  been  heard*  It  was  time  the  people 
should  be  heard;  it  was  time  for  their  Represen- 
,  tatives  to  speak.  The  Western  people  hare  but 
one  market  for  their  produce — one  emponum  for 
their  commerce ;  and  the  treaty  leaves  that  one 
unprotected;  leaves  it  fearfully  exposed.  He  did 
not  believe  that  the  nation,  if  consulted,  would 
ratify  this  treaty;  he  did  not  consider  it  a  thing 
in  esse;  a  contract  in  abeyance;  it  was,  in  his 
opinion,  a  mere  nullity ;  and  each  party  remitted 
back  to  his  original  rights  and  claims. 

Oar  relations  with  Spain,  he  said,  required  the 
display  of  some  energy,  and  for  that  reason  he  had 
prepared  his  mind  to  vote  for  reprisals;  not  be< 
cause  the  treaty  was  obligatory,  but  because  time 
and  chance  might  change  the  present  posture  of 
afiairs  and  bring  more  trouble  and  more  danger. 
To  avoid  that,  and  finish  all  at  once,  he  would 
have  acknowledged  the  patriots,  and  have  occu- 
pied Texas  and  the  Floridas.  This  would  havo 
brought  the  Castilian  to  terms,  or  made  one  wur, 
and  not  a  triple  contest  of  it.  Why  strike  for 
half  the  quarrel  ?  If  the  army  comes  in  a5  fin- 
isher of  treaties,  let  us  have  all  the  land,  and  hold 
it  as  we  did  West  Florida,  subject  to  negotiation. 
He  that  takes  justice  in  nis  own  hands,  should 
take  the  full  measure  of  its  claims. 
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Mr.  T.  did  not  intend  to  censure  the  officer  who 
conducted  the  n^;otiations  on  our  part ;  he  would 
say  that  the  lati&ation  was  pressed  upon  Spain 
with  more  zeal  than  judgment.  She  Mras  made 
to  suspect  that  the  treaty  was  highly  farorahle  to 
this  coantry.  because  it  was  warnUy  urged ;  where- 
fact,  the  advantage  was  wholly  on  the  side 


as.  m 


of  Spain.  It  was  clear,  from  the  docnments,  that 
Mr.  Adams  was  not  able  to  barter  land  with  Don 
Onis;  he  had  con£ded  too  much  in  Castilian 
honor,  as  to  the  dates  of  the  ^nts^  and  sofiered 
the  craAy  Spaniard  to  deceive  him.  He  had 
been  circmnrented.  This  was  no  discon^Ument. 
It  was  proof  of  fair  dealing  on  his  part ;  and  it 
was  more  honorable  to  be  the  victim  than  tlie 
a^ent  or  the  perpetrator  of  hypocrisy  and  fraud. 
He  said  he  had  nothing  to  say  aoainst  the  Execu- 
tive in  this  matter;  and  hoped  mat  no  one  would 
charge  him  with  want  of  confidence  in  that  De* 
partiBoent  He  would  not  allow  the  supposition 
to  be  made;  his  confidenee  in  the  President  was 
unimpaired;  and  this,  of  all  subjects,  was  the  one 
upon  which  it  was  least  likely  to  be  diminished. 
He  said  he  had  not  foigotten^  it  was  impossible  he 
should  for^  that  a  profiosition  was  made  thirty 
years  ago,  m  a  secret  session  of  Congress,  to  sur- 
render the  Western  country  to  Spain  for  twenty- 
five  years,  and  that  its  defeat  was  owing  almost 
entirely  to  the  resistance  made  by  our  present 
Chief  Magistrate.  The  question  then  was^-'^  our 
righ<  to  navigate  the  Mississippi ;"  the  question 
DOW  isj  our  ri^ht  to  the  country,  Louisiana  proper, 
and  the  positions  which  protect  and  detenu  it. 
Eschewing  war,  and  loving  P^ce^  the  President 
has  made  sacrifices  to  mamtain  U;  liberality  is 
found  in  every  clause  of  the  treaty;  forbearance 
in  every  page  of  the  message.  Teias  was  thrown 
in  as  a  peace-offerinff  to  Spain;  she  refused  it; 
and  we  are  not  bound,  in  justice  or  in  honor,  to 
offer  it  again.  This  nation  will  never  consent 
that  it  shul  be  offered  or  conceded*  Tbe  treaty 
has  been  sent  to  us  by  the  President ;  the  whole 
subiect  is  before  us ;  we  are  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  have  a  right 
to  enter  our  protest  and  objections ;  and  he  for 
one  was  ready  to  nerfcmn  his  duty.  He  could  see 
no  danger  in  a  Woad  discussion;  but  he  would 
rdieve  the  anxiety  of  his  firiend  (Mr.  LowNuna) 
at  QBce,  by  omitting  all  the  topics  which  he  wished 
to  haTe  exdnded. 

The  ezitnt  of  the  treaty-making  power  is  one 
question;  the  check  which  this  Home  of  Con- 
gress holds  upon  it  another.  It  was  not  necessary 
for  hioa  to  pioTe  that  this  House  could  rightfully 
and  Dffopttly  refuse  to  carry  into  effect  a  treaty, 
whicn,  in  its  judgment,  would  be  ruinous  to  the 
country.  The  first  resolution  asserts  this  right. 
He  had  just  promised  not  to  discuss  it ;  but  he 
would  never  yield  it  so  lona^  as  he  was  a  member 
of  the  body.  Limited  as  he  was  in  his  course  of 
inquiry,  he  would  not  engage  in  a  critical  analysis 
of  the  treaty.  It  was  caUed  a  treaty  of  amity,  set- 
liemeatj  arid  limits ;  it  was,  in  fact,  a  treaty  of 
cmon,  of  limits,  and  satisfaction.  Territory  is 
ctded  on  both  sides^  in  full  sovereignty'  Limits 
are  settled,  and  satisfaction  promised,  for  injuries 


and  spoliations.  He  would  not  stop  to  define  the 
treaty-making  power,  or  lay  down  its  limits,  its 
comers,  and  aoutments.  That  his  friend  (Mr, 
Lowndes)  would  call  ^^abstraction."  But  tnere 
are  stipulations,  he  said,  in  this  instrument,  above 
the  treaty-making  power ;  above  the  Constitution ; 
stipulations,  alarming  to  freemen^  and  fraught 
with  serious  mischief ;  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  pre- 
sent them  to  the  nation. 

He  said  it  would  be  recollected  that  the  Louisi- 
ana Treaty  amalgamated  the  inhabitants  of  that 
country  with  the  people  of  the  United  States ;  that 
it  gave  them  a  common  interest  in  the  Union ;  an 
equal  claim  to  its  protection ;  a  guarantee  of  ''all 
the  ri^ts,  advantages,  and  immunities,  of  citizens 
of  the  States."  To  use  an  Indian  meta^or,  the 
treaty  of  cession  made  us  all  om  man.  The  fact 
was  well  known  that  some  of  the  French  inhabi- 
tants resided  at  that  date,  and  still  continue  to  re- 
side, in  that  part  of  Texas  then  ceded  to  us,  and 
now  ceded  to  Spain.  Some  of  our  own  peonle 
had  removed  there  since  the  treaty  of  April  30, 
1803 ;  had  purchased  lands  of  Frenchmeu,  hold- 
ing grants  under  the  French  Government,  and 
stood  upon  the  soil  as  aUod4al  fine  foen  of  the  union, 
cliUming  its  protection,  and  rendering  it  due  horn- 
age  and  all  fealty.  Now,  sir,  said  he,  I  assert 
roundly,  I  contend  boldly,  that  there  is  no  power 
in  the  Constitution  under  which  you  can  expa- 
triate a  citizen  of  the  Union.  I  know  that  a  treaty 
is  the  supreme  law  of  the  land :  I  admit  that  the 
treaty  power  is  competent  to  settle  questions  of 
boundary  and  limits ;  but  I  deny  the  existence  of 
any  power  by  which  you  can  alienate  a  citizen — 
denationalize  a  free  man.  What,  sirl  sell  land  to 
a  citizen ;  take  his  money ;  and  then  sell  him,  and 
land,  and  liberty,  and  all  I  It  is  too  monstrous  to 
be  endured :  it  challenges  resistance  the  moment 
it  is  seen.  Citizenship  is  not  an  article  of  mer- 
chandise; it  is  not  negotiable.  Political  rights  in 
our  Government  are  not  subjects  of  barter  and 
exchan^;  they  could  not  be  sold  under  hammer 
at  political  auction.  Citizenship  is  indefeasible; 
imuienable:  it  is  a  patrimony  descending  to  us 
from  our  ancestors,  under  entail,  and  we  must 
leave  it  to  posterity  unbroken.  Show  me  your 
power,  said  he,  to  cede  citizens  with  sovereignty, 
like  sedb  and  vassals  of  the  soil.  Show  the  power 
en  expunse  the  stipulation  from  the  treaty.  Strike 
it  out;  (Muiteiate  it;  and  leave  the  statute  book 
untainted  by  the  precedents.  There  are  some  hun- 
dreds of  our  citizens,  by  birth  and  adoption,  expa- 
triated by  this  treaty.  The  fact  was  surely  un- 
known to  the  Secretary  at  that  date.  What  reply 
could  you  make  to  a  petition  and  remonstrance 
from  tnese  people  ?    How  would  a  committee  re- 

Cupon  the  case  ?  A  skilful  diplomatist  might 
le  at  the  questbn.  The  stipulation  would 
never  be  sanctioned  by  the  nation :  it  required  a 
statesman  of  courage  to  affirm  the  power ;  and  to 
such  he  would  leave  the  honor  of  defending  it. 
He  would  never  envy  the  laurels  they  might  gather. 
Mr.  T.  had  objectious  to  another  article,  an  ex- 
crescence in  the  treaty,  which  called  loudly  for 
the  knife  and  caustic.  It  grew  out  of  the  subiiect 
of  claims  and  spoliations.    The  demands  of  our 
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citizens  are  stated  by  some  at  ten  millions  of  dol- 
lars, by  others  at  twentv.  Ten  is  below  the  mini- 
mum in  aggregate.  The  eleventh  article  of  the 
treaty  exonerates  Spain  from  these  demands;  gives 
a  full  renunciation ;  cancels  the  whole  debt,  and 
undertakes  to  make  satisfaction  to  our  citizens  to 
an  amount  not  exceeding  five  millions  of  dollars. 
Where,  said  he,  does  the  treaty-making  power  find 
authority  to  expunge  the  claims  of  our  citizens — 
extinguish  their  right  to  demand  the  full  amount 
from  Spain,  and  onlv  pay  them  half  the  money  1 
Barter  their  whole  claims  for  soil  and  sovereignty ; 
for  sand  and  sea-weed— a  barren  sceptre — and  pay 
them  but  one  moietjr!  This  is  a  new  mode  of 
levying  taxes,  of  raising  contributions :  a  letter  of 
marque  and  reprisal  on  ourselves ;  a  flat  violation 
of  ike  fifth  article  of  the  amendments  to  the  Con- 
stitution, which  declares,  that  '^  private  property 
shall  not  be  taken  for  public  purposes,  without  just 
compensation." 

What  is  just  compensation  1  Payment  in  full, 
and  nothing  less.  '<  Render  unto  Caesar  the  things 
that  are  his:"  not  a  part  of  those  things,  but  the 
whole  of  them.  Our  people  were  sufierers  under 
the  new  code  of  maritime  jurisprudence — under 
lawless  edicts  and  decrees.  They  were  struck  by 
spoliation,  and  ruined  by  delay.  Justice  demand- 
ed a  reimbursement  of  principal  and  interest.  This 
Government  was  bound  in  duty  and  good  faith  to 
ask  it  for  them.  It  has  cancelled  the  claims  in 
exchange  for  Florida.  These  claimants  are  men 
of  sense  and  judgment^  of  weight  and  infiuence 
in  the  country ;  they  will  lose  nothing  by  modesty 
in  asking ;  consummate  the  treaty,  and  you  will 
find  a  cart-load  of  petitions  on  your  table,  praying 
miyment  of  the  whole  amount :  will  you  grant  it  ? 
if  so,  you  give  Texas,  and  ten  millions  for  the 
Floridas.  If  you  refuse,  where  is  your  boasted  love 
of  justice — ^wnere  your  equality  of  rights  1  The 
Constitution  and  the  social  compact  are  both 
infracted.  Man  enters  society  in  self-defence ;  we 
surrender  part  of  our  rights  to  purchase  protection 
for  the  residue :  we  grant  the  power  to  tax  our 
property,  to  pay  the  expenses  of  protection,  but 
not  the  power  or  relinquishing  our  claims,  for  public 
purposes,  without  a  fair  equivalent.  Let  this  mat- 
ter be  carefully  considered.  If  you  ratify  the  treaty 
and  pay  ten  millions  to  these  claimants,  the  bar- 
gain is  unequal  in  all  respects.  If  you  refuse,  what 
will  Europe  say  ?  What  a  precedent  for  her — a 
case  in  point ! 

Our  people  have  claims  for  spoliation  against  the 
other  Powers  of  Europe.  If  in  this  instance  we 
take  the  shoes  of  Spain,  and  pay  but  half  the  debt, 
will  not  the  other  Powers  cite  the  precedent,  and 
cut  ofi*  9  moiety  of  what  they  owe  ?  Can  we  uive 
them  to  do  our  citizens  more  justice  than  we  do 
ourselves  ?  Better  lose  Florida  than  lose  our  cha- 
racter abroad.  T he  reputation  of  our  Government 
for  moral  justice  is  of  more  value  than  barren 
territory. 

He  said  he  would  barely  notice  the  grants  to 
Punon  Rostro,  Alagon,  and  Vargas.  They  are 
third  persons,  whose  rights  cannot  be  afiectcd  by 
the  protest  of  our  Minister,  announcinff  our  in- 
tended construction  of  the  treaty ;  their  titles  would 


rest  upon  the  dates,  and  letter  of  the  erants  and 
treaty,  sanctioned  by  the  Laws  of  the  Indies,  and 
nothing  short  of  revocation  would  remore  the  en- 
cumbrance. A  law  suit  with  the  patentees  was 
not  desirable. 

He  was  not  exactly  satisfied  with  the  line  west  of 
the  Rocky  Mountams,  especially,  as  that  portion 
of  country  was  the  supposed  eqmvalent  for  Texas. 
All  the  exploring  parties  to  the  Pacific  ocean,  since 
the  return  of  I^wis  and  Clarke,  had  muted  in 
opinion,  that  the  only  practicable  route  for  con- 
stant intercourse  and  trading  purposes  to  the  Co- 
lumbia, lies  across  the  Rocky  Mountains,  from 
the  head  waters  of  the  Arkansas  to  those  of  the 
Multnomah. 

By  the  treaty  our  boundary  stops  at  42  degrees 
nortn  latitude ;  now  if  gentlemen  will  make  an 
examination  of  the  map,  they  will  find  that  this 
line  of  latitude  will  give  Spam  the  entire  naviga- 
tion of  that  fine  river  for  about  five  hundred  miles. 
These  last  objections,  he  said,  were  blemishes  in 
the  treaty  which  ougnt  to  be  ccMrected.  He  had 
intended,  he  said,  to  treat  this  as  a  question  of  great 
national  policy,  and  on  this  morning  had  deter- 
mined to  Umit  his  views  in  some  measure  to  its 
domestic  aspects,  and  relations.  In  doing  this  he 
should  waive  the  discussion  of  several  topics  which 
had  claims  to  his  attention.  He  would  barely 
name  some  of  them. 

1st.  The  question  of  equivalents. 

2d.  The  Treasury  side  of  the  subject — the  items 
of  profit  and  loss. 

3d.  The  quality  and  value  of  the  soil  of  Florida 
and  Texas ;  acre  per  acre. 

4th.  The  live  oak  of  each  province,  especially 
of  Texas,  and  its  great  value  for  naval  purposes. 

The  ports  and  harbors  of  Florida  and  Texas 
ought  to  be  omitted.  It  was  his  opinion  that  we 
ought  to  hold  both  provinces,  and  it  was  not  his 
intention  to  disparage  either.  He  would  not  tha«- 
fore  compare  the  ports  and  harbors,  although  those 
of  Texas  would  hear  a  contrast ;  our  charts  of  both 
coasts  were  too  imperfect  to  be  relied  on,  and  the 
recent  correction  of  mistake  as  to  the  depth  of 
water  on  the  outer  bar  at  Mobile  Point  and  Dau- 
phin Island,  would  caution  him  against  hastily 
admitting  the  facts  reported  by  submarine  explcners. 
What  efiiect  will  the  surrender  of  the  ports  of  Texas 
have  upon  our  carrying  trade?  Let  our  Rastem 
shippers  and  tonnage  holders  look  to  that ;  it  is 
theur  immediate  interest.  It  belonss  to  navigation. 
Get  the  ports  of  Gralveston  and  Matagorda,  and 
you  get  the  carrying  trade  of  Vera  Cmz.  It  is  a 
branch  of  our  coasting  trade,  and  if  wisely  followed^ 
will  draw  after  it  the  entire  carrying  trade  of 
Mexico,  or  New  Spain.  Bvery  alienation  on  the 
Gulf  will  so  far  at  least  diminish  your  prospect  of 
securing  the  carrying  trade  upon  those  seas.  Will 
gentlemen  from  the  East  suffer  the  phantisies  and 
delusions  of  a  moment,  to  deprive  them  of  such 
lasting  and  valuable  advantages  ?  A  safe  and  sure 
trade  upon  the  Gulf  is  as  much  the  interest  of  the 
Eastern,  as  the  Western  States ;  will  they  pnmit 
local  feelings,  founded  on  visions  and  airy  nodiings, 
to  govern  them  in  questions  of  such  genoal  and 
substantial  benefit?    He  would  hope  not    For 
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his  part,  he  mrould  never  so  far  degrade  his  station 
here,  as  to  suffer  local  interests  to  govern  him  upon 
questions  of  great  national  concern.  He  thought 
it  his  duty  to  strengthen  the  cohesion  of  the  Union. 
He  had  loraaerly  voted,  and  he  should  again  vote 
to  encourage  domestic  manufactures,  tie  had  al- 
ways voted  for  every  bill  intended  to  protect  our 
commerce,  and  place  it  on  an  equal  footing  with 
that  oi  other  nations ;  and  he  intended  still  to  do 
so,  always  ^ving  the  preference  to  agriculture; 
aod  holding  the  balance  even,  if  he  could,  between 
commerce  and  man  uiactures.  He  would  ask  East- 
ern gentlemen  to  name  an  instance,  in  which  West- 
ern members  had  arrayed  themselves  against  the 
interests  of  the  Kast  Vet  they  oueht  to  know  that 
we  are  not  misled  hy  the  explodea  doctrine,  "  that 
commerce  can  best  protect  itself."  We  have  too 
many  bills  before  us  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, to  believe  one  word  of  it.  This  is  the  age 
of  maritime  restrictions,  and  we  know  verv  well 
that  commerce  will  come  to  nothing,  if  we  "leave 
it  to  protect  itself." 

The  value  of  Texas  as  a  coffee  country,  would 
claim  brief  notice.  It  was  a  subject  richly  deserv- 
ing tke  attention  of  a  statesman.  The  primary 
policy  of  this  nation  is,  to  make  itself  independent 
of  the  commercial  world ;  particularly  so  far  as 
relates  to  the  common  necessaries  of  life.  This  is 
the  basis  of  every  argument  in  favor  of  domestic 
manuiactares.  Is  it  not  equally  as  strong  in  fa- 
vor of.  all  articles  of  sustenance,  especially  cofiee, 
which  has  become  the  common  and  daily  bievera^e 
of  aU  classes  of  society  1  Ought  the  supply  to  de- 
pend upon  a  foreim  market  ?  Such  is  our  depen- 
dence now,  and  luways  has  been;  and  the  vicis- 
situdes of  trade,  and  war,  and  restrictions  upon 
commerce,  have  made  us  pay  dearly  for  what  we 
have  consumed.  Our  soil  produces  all  the  neces- 
saries oi  life,  each  climate  yielding  its  indigenous 
supplies ;  Imt  it  so  happens  that  Texas  is  the  only 
coBee  land  we  have,  or  ever  can  have,  unless  we 
conquer  Mexico,  or  engage  in  the  colonial  system, 
either  of  which  would  be  worse  than  madness. 
This,  is,  therefore,  the  last  and  only  chance  we 
shall  ever  have,  to  cut  the  cable  of  commercial 
vassalage,  by  creating  a  home  supply  for  domestic 
uses. 

These,  if  there  weise  i^o  other  olyections  to  the 
treaty,  would  induce  him  as  an  American  statesman 
to  reject  it  He  would  leave  them  and  pursue  his 
course;  his  object  was  the  high  domain. 

His  great  objection  to  the  treaty,  one  which  in 
his  opinion  was  decisive,  had  not  vet  been  pressed 
or  am^ified.  The  argument  haa  chiefly  rested 
upon  tne  treaty-making  power,  and  the  power  of 
this  House ;  and  upon  title,  ana  equivalents.  His 
friend  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Arcuer)  had  debated 
the  question  of  power,  with  an  ability  which  did 
him  hoDor.  There,  Mr.  T.  would  let  it  rest.  The 
view  which  he  would  take  of  the  subject  made  it 
of  little  importance  whether  the  first  resolution 
should  be  affirmed  cnt  not.  He  would  vote  for  the 
second,  with  the  utmost  freedom. 

Title  and  equivalents  apart,  ought  this  nation  to 
accept  the  limits  settled  by  Uie  treaty,  and  surren- 
der Texas? 


The  boundary,  in  his  opinion,  was  the  main 
question.  Most  of  the  other  stipulations  were  re- 
troactive ;  had  reference  only  to  the  interests  of  a 
few.  But  this  is  entirely  prospective  in  its  opera- 
tion. It  concerns  every  citizen  of  the  Republic, 
and  especially  those  of  the  West,  whose  barriers 
were  about  to  be  surrendered ;  the  shield  of  whose 
commerce  was  about  to  be  broken,  and  the  empo- 
rium of  their  trade  exposed  to  surreptlon  and  to 
plunder.  It  was  of  no  consequence,  be  said,  whe- 
ther we  had  title  or  no  title  to  the  province  in  dis- 
pute. Not  that  he  intended  to  yield  our  claim  of 
title — far  from  it.  He  saw  no  room  for  doubt ;  the 
argument  upon  title  was  conclusive  in  our  favor. 
That  g^ve  us  the  "  vantage  ground;"  but  he  would 
waive  it  entirelv,  because  he  intended  to  sustain 
himself  upon  otner  facts  and  principles,  and  would 
endeavor  to  show  that  the  surrender  of  Texas 
would  be  in  every  respect  improvident  and  dan- 
gerous. 

This,  he  said,  was  a  Treaty  of  Limits.  The 
Fath^  of  the  Universe,  in  his  peculiar  providence, 
had  given  natural  boundaries  to  every  continent 
and  kingdom — ^permanent,  nhysical,  imperishaUe 
barriers,  to  every  nation,  to  shield  it  from  invasion. 
Man,  in  his  mad  career  of  glory,  his  thirst  for  do- 
minion, had  rejected  as  useless  the  great  and  per- 
manent boundaries  of  nature,  and  sought  out  ideal, 
perishable  limits  of  his  own  creation.  Look  at  the 
great  profile  of  every  continent,  and  you  find  them 
partitioned  by  the  hand  of  Providence  into  por- 
tions and  allotments  convenient  for  the  purposes 
of  social  happiness ;  and  these  allotments  are  every 
where  protected  by  barriers  and  defences.  Spain 
herself  is  an  instance.  She  is  bounded  by  two 
seas  and  one  mountain—- the  Atlantic  and  Medi- 
terranean, and  the  Pyrennees.  Hundreds  of  wars 
have  arisen  upon  questions  of  ideal  boundarv,  and 
millions  of  human  beings  have  been  slaugntered 
to  beat  back  ambitious  nations  into  their  natural 
limits.  Compacts  and  paper  boundaries  are  men 
of  straw  in  the  hands  of  aomination.  It  is  phy- 
sical barriers  alone  that  check  encroachment,  and 
g[ive  repose  to  feeble  nations.  In  Europe,  ques- 
tions of  boundary  are  settled  by  the  law  of  accident, 
of  conquest,  of  aecessity,  of  weakness — by  the  law 
called  "  the  balance  of  power."  Density  of  pcm- 
lation,  conflicting  interest,  and  long  established 
usages,  preclude  all  hope  of  voluntary  change. 
Ours,  on  the  contrary,  is  a  new  world,  spazsily 
settled,  (partly  unpeopled,)  inhabited  by  oatioas  in 
a  state  of  pupilage.  We  alone  have  risen  from 
minority  to  manhood.  We  have  fought  one  war 
for  independence;  another  for  ^^free  trade  and 
sailprs'  rights ;"  and  another  must  be  fought  for 
barriers  and  boundaries,  if  you  ratify  this  treaty. 
We  are  acting  on  a  new  theatre,  under  new  au- 
spices, and  new  principles. 

What  ought  to  be  the  confines  of  our  Union? 
That  was  the  ajeat  question  confided  to  our  Min- 
ister. No  pubuc  functionary  ever  held  a  higher 
trust,  or  filled  an  office  more  responsible — the  sa- 
cred trust  of  giving  limits  to  the  only  free  nation 
in  existence.  Called  as  he  was  to  that  high  trust; 
holding  as  he  did  in  his  hands  the  destiny  of  mil- 
lions ;  animated,  as  he  surely  was,  by  all  the  mo- 
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tires  that  could  stimulate  his  lore  of  country,  he 
should  have  spurned  the  higgling  policy  of  Kings, 
the  truck  and  traffic  of  European  despots,  and  their 
ambidextrous  Ministers,  and,  mounting  upwards 
to  first  principles,  demanded  at  once  our  natural 
limits,  the  rarriers  of  our  country,  and  yielded 
with  equal  promptitude  all  claims  beyond  them. 
Nations  are  indi?iduais  in  relation  to  each  other ; 
and,  as  self-defence  is  the  first  law  of  man,  so  is 
national  defence  the  first  law  of  society.  The 
boundaries  of  States  and  Kingdoms  should  be  set- 
tled with  reference  to  their  military  defence  and 
maritime  protection.  Every  nation  should  possess 
the  military  positions  which  defend  its  frontier, 
and  the  keys  which  protect  the  emporiums  of  its 
commerce.  These  barriers  are  hostages  for  the 
pe&ce  of  nations ;  and  no  people  can  neglect  them 
with  impunity,  or  surrender  them  with  safety.  It 
is  b^r  acquiring  these,  in  times  of  peace,  that  prejH 
aration  is  best  made  for  war.  These,  said  Mr.  T., 
are  maxims  established  by  experience  and  sanc- 
tioned by  all  history.  Are  they  found  in  this 
treaty  ?  Do  they  sanction  its  stipulations,  or  had 
they  been  forgotten  in  the  lapse  of  diplomacy  f 
he  was  mistaken  if  they  were  not.  He  would 
conjure  gentlemen  not  to  mislead  themselves  with 
doubts  about  the  title.  We  were  purchasing  terri- 
tory, and  fixing  limits.  Title  was  nothing.  Boun- 
dary and  barriers  were  every  thing.  There  lies 
the  pith  and  marrow  of  the  subject. 

1st.  Where  are  the  natural  limits  and  barriers  of 
the  Republic? 

2d.  Was  it  in  our  power  to  obtain  a  cession  for 
those  limits? 

3d.  Were  the^  necessary  or  desirable  for  mili- 
tary purposes — ^for  protection  and  defence? 

4tb.  Were  they  wanted  as  safeguards  to  our 
commerce  and  commercial  depots? 

5th.  If  we  transfer  our  claim,  be  it  bad  or  good, 
shadow  or  substance,  may  not  some  hostile  Power, 
some  jealous  adversary,  occupy  the  province,  and 
use  it  to  assail  New  Orleans,  and  destroy  our 
Western  commerce,  or  load  it  with  exactions? 

These  were  inouiries  of  first  magnitude,  and 
claim  our  cool  deliberation.  The  Rio  del  Norte, 
the  Puerto,  and  the  Apachee  mountains,  and  Si- 
erra Obficura,  (dark  mountains,)  are  our  national 
limits,  on  that  side  of  the  confederacy.  Examine, 
if  you  please,  a  map  of  our  country;  compare  it 
with  that  of  other  nations.  Like  France,  we  are 
bounded  by  two  seas  and  two  mountains — ^the  At- 
lantic and  th^  lakes  on  those  sides,  and  by  the 
mountains  West  and  South.  The  Rio  del  Norte 
is  to  tts  what  the  Rhine  is  to  France,  and  Texas 
is  our  low  country — our  vNetherlands.  Spain  au- 
thorized her  Minister  to  cede  all  as  far  as  the  Rio 
del  Norte;  wherefore  shall  we  surrender  ail  beyond 
the  Sabine?  The  Minister  had  full  powers,  and 
his  secret  instructions  permitted  him  to  cede  much 
farther  than  he  did — ^rumor  says,  a  large  portion 
of  New  Spain ;  meaning  '^  Louisiana,  as  it  should 
be,"  to  the  Rio  del  Norte.  Why  did  we  yield? 
Why  not  adhere  to  every  acre?  The  Spaniard 
had  fears,  and  our  interests  were  set  ofi"  against  his 
fears—our  barriers  and  defences,  to  save  his  head. 
The  commercial  interests  of  eight  States,  two  Ter- 


ritories, parts  of  two  States,  and  all  the  transmon- 
tane  regions  surrendered,  now  and  forever,  to  save 
a  Spaniard  from  potential  dans^er. 

New  Orleans,  he  said,  was  the  only*«iitrepot  for 
the  commerce  of  the  Mississippi  and  its  waters. 
No  city,  of  ancient  or  modern  times,  possessed  the 
same  advantages ;  certainly  none  of  ours  had  equal 
prospects  for  the  future.  It  was  destined  to  become 
the  great  emporium  of  the  new  world.    It  was  the 
heel  of  Achilles — our  vulnerable  point.    Vloridz, 
Texas,  and  Cuba,  are  the  great  military  and  naval 
positions  which  defend  the  city  and  its  commerce, 
or  threaten  it  with  invasion.    It  is  peculiarly  ex- 
posed to  combined  operations — ^to  simultaneous  at- 
tacks by  land  and  water.    Let  it  be  taken,  and  the 
tree  is  belted ;  the  country  above  it  will  deaden 
and  decay.    We  have  no  other  market    Our  pro- 
duce will  perish  on  our  hands.    Expose  New  Or- 
leans, and  you  expose  our  interests  in  the  same 
proportion.    A  place  of  such  importance  should 
oe  guarded  by  positions  which  bid  defiance  to  as- 
sault.   The  three  positions  he  had  named  beions 
properly  to  our  continent.  Cuba,  said  he,  we  shalJ 
never  get ;  and  the  treaty  ofiers  to  surrender  Tex- 
as, leaving  us  Florida,  the  weakest  of  the  three,  to 
defend  the  city.     He  would  say  the  weakest,  be- 
cause he  should  hazard  nothing  in  afllrmins  that 
Orleans  is  most  vulnerable  on  its  riffht  flank — on 
the  side  of  Texas ;  and  always  would  be  so,  until 
that  province  is  settled  by  our  people.     From  Flo- 
rida and  Cuba  the  line  of  attack  upon  New  Orleans 
is  by  water;  the  land  route  from  Kast  Florida  be- 
ing impracticable  for  any  arm]r  of  invasion.    The 
enemy  would  have  to  debark  itself  in  the  face  of 
defensive  armi^,  an  operation  never  desirable,  and 
almost  always  dangerous.    But  the  base  of  a  cam- 
paign against  Orleans,  laid  in  Texas,  and  aided  by 
the  fine  norses  of  that  country,  and  the  facilities  of 
descent  by  the  Red  river  and  Mississippi,  would 
insure  success ;  and,  even  if  defeated,  the  men  and 
means  of  that  defeat  would  cost  this  country  moT^ 
than  twice  the  sum  which  would  at  this  day  pur- 
chase the  whole  province.    This  line  of  attack 
unites  all  the  advantages  of  land  and  water  move- 
ments.   A  fleet  could  activdy  operate  upon  the 
Gulf,  and  famish  the  invading  anny  with  supplies, 
by  the  rivers  and  bayous  of  the  country.    All  this 
was  so  clear  to  him,  so  palpable,  that  he  marvelled 
greatlv  at  those  who  coula  not  see  it.    He  would 
ask,  ii  New  Orleans  had  nothing  to  fear  from  a 
transfer  of  Texas  to  England?    Nothing  from  a 
coalition  between  England  and  New  Spam  ?  No- 
thing from  tKe  ambition  of  a  Creolian  Emperor  of 
Mexico,  possessing  the  very  sinews  of  war,  the 
mines  and  precious  metals,  and'  stimulated  by  the 
love  of  domination  ? 

England,  he  said,  had  fought  us  two  wars,  and 
committed  the  same  errors  in  each.  It  was  not  for 
him  to  expose  her  blunders ;  experience  woald  not 
be  lost  upon  her;  she  could  feel  for  a  soft  place  as 
well  as  other  nations.  It  is  said  she  urges  Spain 
to  ratify  the  treaty ;  and  it  is  also  saiif  that  she 
holds  a  secret  treaty  of  cession  for  the  island  of 
Cuba ;  that  has  been  denied.  Perhaps  it  is  only  a 
cession  of  Texas,  in  part  remuneration  for  subsi- 
dies furnished  during  the  war  in  the  Peninsula 
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against  Napoleon  and  King  Joseph.  Next  to  Cuba, 
it  is  the  most  important  acquisition  she  could  make 
upon  our  borders;  especially  if  she  intends  to  fight 
us  another  war.     She  would  then  hold  the  iMir- 
Tiers  of  our  country  on  each  flank — on  the  North 
and  SoQth;  and  while  we  besiege  Quebec  she 
would  plunder  Orleans.    If  she  demands  the  pro- 
Tinee,  can  Ferdinand  refuse?     Where  was  he, 
and  what  his  condition^  in  February  last?    At 
Madrid,  surrounded  by  discord  and  confusion ;  his 
cofiers  empty ;  his  subjects  mutinous ;  and  his  army 
in  rebellion.     Where  is  he  now?    Perhaps  wing- 
ing his  aerial  flight  after  his  cousin  the  Duke  of 
Berri ;  perhaps  an  exile  from  his  native  land,  liv- 
ing upon  the  bounty  of  the  allies ;  perhaps  a  rugi- 
ti?e,  houseless  and  friendless  in  his  own  dominions ; 
perhaps  a  tenant  in  his  own  dungeons,  the  com- 
panion of  State  criminals,  the  victims  of  his  mad 
policy. 

Mr.  T.  rejoiced  that  he  was  a  son  of  the  new 
world;  a  citizen  of  a  free  government;  a  com- 
panion of  freemen.     Had  his  lot  been  cast  else- 
where, Ireland  of  choice  should  have  been  his  birth- 
place, the  land  of  hospitality  and  heroes,  of  patriots 
and  martyrs  *,  and,  next  to  Ireland,  France.    The 
French,  said  be^  are  a  brave  and  generous  people ; 
heroic,  magnanimous,  and  lofty ;  their  renown  in 
arms  will  be  remembered,  when  the  dynasties  of 
the  Bourbons  and  Napoleons  are  forgotten.    Thev 
deserved  to  enjoy  a  bright  day  of  liberty,  of  whicn 
they  saw  only  the  twilight.     The  holy  alliance 
may  persuade  Louis  XVlII  to  abolish  the  law  of 
elections,  the  freedom  of  the  press,  and  the  trial  by 
jury,  and  to  revive  the  Utlresde  cachet;  but  the  king 
should  beware.     The  spirit  of  freedom  in  France 
is  unbroken — it  only  sleeps — the  ultras  will  ruin 
him.  Even  now  his  power  totters  to  its  base.  But, 
as  Co  his  cousin  Ferdinand,  he  dare  not  send  him 
!(ubsidies.  He  dare  not  march  an  army  into  Spain. 
Frenchmen  may  fight  to  build  up  a  constitution, 
they  will  not  fight  to  put  one  down.    What  can 
Ferdinand  do?     Where  can  he  turn  for  succor? 
What  are  his  means  to  purchase  it  ?    His  colonies 
are  torn  away  hj  revolution,  never  to  re-unite.  He 
has  nothing  left  but  Cuba,  and  Porto  Rico,  and 
Texas.    New  Spain  is  notning,  because  Apodaca 
will  be  Emperor  of  Mexico,  whenever  time  and 
chance  will  favor  him.  Cuba  is  the  brightest  sem 
upon  the  Crown ;  that  comes  to  the  hammer  Fast. 
What  has  he  left  but  Texas,  which  is  available  to 
purchase  subsidies?     Like  other  bankrupts,   he 
must  surrender  his  efiects,  and  England   must 
take  Texas  for  a  shilling  in  the  pound.    The 
purchase  would  give  her  commercial  advantages 
and  military  strength.    Would  she  value  it  for 
military  purposes?    He  could  state  a  fact  which 
would  serve  him  as  an  argument.  No  one,  he  said, 
nad  forgotten  theafiair  of  the  Chesapeake ;  on  that 
occasion  the  war  whoop  resounded  through  all 
parts  of  the  Union;  England  heard  it,  and  began 
to  prepare  for  probable  events. 

An  officer  was  sent  to  New  Orleans,  to  make 
topographical  reports  of  the  country,  and  furnish 
plans  or  campaign  against  the  city.  That  officer 
^ggested  three  plans.  1st.  By  Lake  Borgne,  and 
the  Missisaippi.    This  was  the  assault  in  front,  or 


direct  line  of  attack.  2d.  By  Lake  Borgne,  Pon- 
chartrain,  Maurepas,  and  the  Iberville  river,  de- 
scending by  water  upon  New  Orleans.  This  was 
the  attack  by  the  left  and  rear.  3d.  By  laying 
the  base  of  the  campaign  in  Texas,  and  crossing 
that  province,  descend  the  Red  river  and  Missis- 
sippi, and  strike  the  city.  This  was  the  line  of 
assault  by  right  and  rear.  In  each  plan  the  front 
was  to  be  held  in  check  by  the  co-operation  of  a 
fleet  upon  the  Gulf.  General  Pakenham  adopted 
the  first  plan,  with  what  success  need  not  be  told ; 
the  world  and  history  would  long  remember  it. 
The  second  plan  might  have  conducted  him  to 
victory:  but  the  third  was  then,  and  ever  will 
be,  the  best  and  most  certain  of  success,  because 
the  lines  of  approach  are  so  numerous  that  it  is 
impossible  to  fortify  against  them;  and,  if  the 
attack  is  made  at  the  same  season  of  low  water, 
when  supplies  and  reinforcements  cannot  descena 
the  Ohio,  Orleans  would  fall  beyond  a  doubt — 
nothing  but  accident  and  mischance  could  sare 
it.  Let  gentlemen  look  at  a  map  of  that  country, 
and  mark  the  plans  referred  to,  and  the  facilities 
of  each,  and  compare  them  with  the  phpical 
means  of  resistance  which  the  country  furnishes. 
Let  them  combine  the  efiects  of  positions  on  each 
other,  their  action  and  re-action.  Let  them,  above 
all,  remember  that  the  best  possible  plan  of  campaign 
is  that  in  which  the  invading  army  (without  weak- 
ening itself  by  detachments;  performs  en  masH  the 
double  operation  of  intercepting  supplies  and  rein- 
forcement, at  the  same  time  that  it  presses  a  siege, 
or  makes  an  escalade,  and  they  will  have  to  ad- 
mit that  Orleans  has  most  to  fear  from  the  pro- 
vince of  Texas. 

He  said,  he  had  no  intention  to  deceive  himself 
or  to  mislead  others.  He  had  no  complaint  to 
make  against  the  Cabinet  for  having  assented  to  the 
treaty.  He  was  sure  the  President  intended  to  do 
every  thing  he  could  in  favor  of  that  section  of 
the  Union,  consistent  with  his  general  duties  to  the 
nation,  and  that  it  would  give  him  peculiar  ploi- 
sure  to  put  the  finishing  touch  to  the  great  Missis- 
sippi question,  in  the  management  of  which  he 
had  b^n  so  conspicuous  from  its  origin  to  this 
day,  and  for  whicn  distinguished  services  he  de- 
served all  the  applause  which  the  nation  had 
awarded  him.  Mr.  T.  knew  well  enough  that 
members  residing  at  difierent  parts  of  the  Union 
might  have  difierent  views  of  tne  subject.  It  was 
his  settled  opinion  that  Texas  was  worth  more 
than  Florida,  and  he  would  express  his  sentiments 
with  the  frankness  of  a  freeman.  It  was  worth 
more  for  agricultural  purposes ;  for  military  de- 
fence ;  for  maritime  protection ;  for  a  hostage  of 
peace  between  us  and  Mexico.  As  a  colony  of 
England,  we  should  find  it  a  whip  of  scorpions. 
With  it  we  surrender  the  control  of  the  Coman- 
ches,  the  Lepens,  the  Tetans,  and  various  tribes 
of  Indians  who  inhabit  its  plains  and  mountains ; 
the  most  powerful  and  warlike  Indians  on  the 
continent — numbering  from  ten  to  twentv-fivc 
thousand  warriors,  of  great  muscular  strength  and 
vigorous  constitutions — ^monnted  upon  the  finest 
horses  in  our  country — the  Andalusian  blood  cross- 
ed with  Arabian.    These  wild  men  are  the  uncon* 
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quered  desceodaats  of  Montezuma,  iohabiting  the 
Switzerland  of  New  Spain :  a  detennined,  vigil- 
ant, and  crafty  race — fruitful  in  stratagem,  skiuul 
in  arms  and  norsemanship,  and  fierce  in  battle. 
Theyr  are  the  Cossacks  of  America ;  the  Spartans 
of  modem  times.  Let  no  man  despise  the  chil- 
dren of  the  Sun  I 

What  if  England  should  get  the  province,  subsi- 
dize the  natives,  and  establish  a  line  of  posts  along 
our  Southern  border?  Is  experience  lost  upon 
us  ?  Have  we  forgotten  the  rude  lessons  of  last 
war  ?  Here  we  are,  contesting  the  point  of  honor 
about  the  Missouri  expedition ;  listening  to  wise 
counsellors,  who  teach  us  the  value  of  Northwest- 
ern posts ;  of  holding  checks  upon  the  Indians  in 
that  quarter^  and  counterchecks  upon  the  x influ- 
ence of  British  traders,  and  at  the  same  time  ad- 
vise us  to  surrender  Texas ;  a  countrv  of  rich  soil 
and  mild  climate,  about  one  hundred  leagues  wide, 
and  extending  more  than  seven  hundred  miles 
along  our  Southern  frontier;  exposing  us,  thought- 
lessly and  carelessly,  to  the  vexations  and  daiu;ers 
of  Indian  warfare  on  that  border,  but  carefully 
and  promptly  creating  counterguards  elsewhere. 
Here  we  protect  you  against  the  ruthless  savaee ; 
there  we  expose  you  to  his  tender  mercies.  The 
contrast  struck  nim  with  amazement.  France 
had  a  cordon  of  posts  around  us  while  we  were 
colonies ;  she  had  forts  from  Cluebec  up  the  Lakes, 
and  down  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  to  New  Or- 
leans. The  effect  was  not  forgotten.  In  the  war 
of  '56,  she  brought  the  Indians  upon  our  frontier 
from  Lake  George  to  the  swamps  of  Florida. 
The  blood  of  our  people  was  shed  in  copious 
streams ;  thousands  of  lives  were  sacrificed,  and 
millions  of  money  spent  in  repelling  the  barbarous 
invaders.  Ensland  pursued  the  same  policy  dur- 
ing the  Revolution,  and  again  the  savages  laid 
waste  our  frontier  from  the  Mohawk  to  the  Oco- 
nee and  St.  Mary's,  in  Georgia. 

We  had  barely  recovered  from  this  blow,  when 
the  Mississippi  question  struck  us  with  consterna- 
tion and  dismay.  He  alluded,  he  said,  to  the 
famous  proposition  to  surrender  the  transmontane 
country  to  Spain.  We  shall  find  it  upon  the 
secret  journal ;  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina (Mr.  Pinckngy)  had  told  us  so  from  his 
?lace  in  this  House,  and  he  was  a  member  of  that 
*ongress.  We  of  the  West  were  to  have  been 
pruned  off  from  the  Tree  of  Liberty ;  our  soil 
rented  to  a  foreign  despot ;  leased  for  a  term  of 
years ;  ourselves  threatened  with  the  insolence  of 
Spanish  power,  and  the  horrors  of  Spanish  tyranny, 
who  would  have  been  our  Viceroy  or  Captam 
General?  One  of  our  own  countrymen?  No, 
sir,  a  foreigner,  some  royal  parasite ;  a  myrmidon 
of  power ;  a  bloody  and  merciless  Morillo.  with 
inquisition  at  his  heels,  to  crush  the  spirit  ot  inde- 
pendence or  drive  us  from  the  country  ;  our  hardy, 
fearless  woodsmen,  after  surmounting  the  perils 
of  migration,  and  subduing  the  Spartans  of  the 
forest,  must  have  bowed,  siknt  and  sullen,  to  the 
yoke  of  Spain,  or  paid  tne  forfeit  of  resistance  in 
lingeringitorments  to  glut  the  vengeance,  of  unholy 
altars ;  and  our  heroic,  enterprising  females,  after 
breasting  the  tomahawk,  and  scalping-knifeof  sav- 


age war,  would  have  been  spared,  only  to  witness  the 
horror-breastinff  scenes  exhibited  not  long  since  in 
Valencia ;  the  blood  of  maiden  innocence,  gushing 
from  its  naked  limbs,  and  dripping  from  the  tor- 
ture and  the  rack.    That  thunderbolt  went  by ; 
and  now  another  comes.    Our  barriers  are  sur- 
rendered— bartered  away.  Tbe  equivalent  is  noth- 
ing; barriers  have  no  equivalents;  they  are  above 
its  standard ;  they  are  the  gift  of  God  to  nations ; 
the  shield  and  buckler  of  defence ;  the  guards  and 
counterchecks  against  invasion.    The  great  En- 
gineer of  the  Universe  has  fixed  the  natural  limits 
of  oinr  country,  and  man  cannot  change  them; 
that  at  least  is  above  the  treaty-making  power. 
To  that  boundary  we  shall  go ;  "  peaceably  if  we 
can,  forcibly  if  we  must;"  &yond  it,  all  to  us  is 
worthless ;  we  would  not  have  it  as  a  fifi ;  not  if 
Spain  would  give  a  dowry  with  it :  that  would 
lay  the  foundation  of  pei^tual  collisions;   the 
otner  would  exdude  them  so  far  as  human  wis- 
dom can  avert  the  danger.    Boundaries  fix  the 
destiny  of  nations  for  peace  or  trar.    The  primary 
law  ot  ail  communities  is  self-defence,  protection 
from  assault,  shelter  from  invasion,  safeguards 
for  commerce,  and  commercial  depots.    Thqi  who 
surrender  barriers,  betray  themselves ;  it  is  hi|rh 
trea^n  against  posterity }  the  evil  ends  not  with 
time  present;  it  operates  m  perpetuity.    Why  sell 
the  birthright  of   our  country?    Our  ancestors 
left  us  a  goodly  herita^ ;  let  us  preserve  it  unim- 
paired ;  we  are  responsible  for  the  estate,  and  its 
abutments  and  defences ;  not  to  those  who  have 
passed  away,  and  sleep  with  their  fathers ;  no, 
sir,  to  ourselves ;  to  this  nation,  the  oiily  free  one 
on  the  globe ;  to  a  long  line  of  succeeding  genera- 
tions;  to  the  cause  of  freedom  and  humanity 
itself.    Will  you  hazard  a  failure  of  this  great  po- 
litical experiment,  "in  the  full  tide  of  its  suc- 
cess?"   Will  you  jeopardize  the  integrity  of  the 
nation  by  surrendering  its  saf(^uards,  and  thereby 
inviting  forei^  Powers  to  seize  our  emporium^ 
and  smite  us  with  disunion  ?    No  act  of  h»  shooid 
create  even  potential  danger  of  that  sort;  his  vote 
should  be  against  such  measures  so  long  as  he 
had  a  place  in  the  councils  of  the  Union.    His 
solemn  protest  was  against  the  treaty;  it  cedes 
without  equivalents ;  takes  private  pio]^rty  for 
public  purposes,  and  repays  only  a  moiety;  ex- 
patriates allodial  citizens;  surrenders  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Multnomah ;  girts  u$  closehr  up  with 
a  line  of  posts;  barters  away  our  coffee  land; 
surrenders  our   natural   boundary^  our    barriers 
against  Mexico;  exposes  the  emporium  of  western 
commerce,  and  violates  all   primary  principles 
which  govern  the  establishment  of  boundaries  and 
limits. 

Mr.  Amperson,  of  Kentucky,  said  that  he  re- 
gretted very  much  to  see  the  course  in  which  the 
gentlemen  who  had  preceded  him  had  thought 
proper  to  indulge  themselves.  A  course  which 
went  in  every  way  to  depreciate  Florida,  and  to 
eive  to  Texas  such  exaggerated  advantages  as  he 
believed  no  country  ever  possessed.  He  had  never 
heard  until  lately  that  the  acquisition  of  Flofida 
was  not  eminently  desirable  to  this  country;  not 
only  on  account  of  its  positive  advantages,  but  for 
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tbe  purpose  of  excluding  from  all  oMmership  any 
foreign  Power,  whose  neighborhood  would  always 
be  unfriendly,  and  particularly  for  prerenting  its 
occupation  by  a  Power  which  had  a  strong  naral 
force.    The  complete  natural  boundary  which  its 
possasion  would  gi^e  us,  its  fine  ports,  the  com- 
maud  of  the  Gulf7(an  advantage  always  in  the 
recollection  of  those  whose  productions  passed  to 
market  through  the  channel  of  the  Mississinpi,) 
Bad  formed  the  reasons  which  induced  the  Ame- 
rican people  to  desire  it.    Without  having  any 
particmar  information  on  the  subject,  which  was 
not  common  to  everv  gentleman,  Mr.  A.  said  that 
he  had  yielded  to  tnose  reasons  which  seemed  so 
obvioos,  and  had  partaken  of  the  general  anxiety. 
Public  sentiment  had  decided  on  the  importance 
ofthe  acquisition,  and  the  Executive  department 
of  the  Government  has  been  stimulated  by  a  know- 
ledge of  the  universal  wish  that  Florida  should 
belong  to  us.     It    may  be  safely  affirmed  that  for 
many  years  the  people  have  never  looked  to  a  set- 
tlement of  our  dinerences  with  Spain,  without  com- 
bining with  that  adjustment  tne  acquisition  of 
Florida.    So  strongly  had  it  seized  on  the  public 
mind  that  the  original  cause  of  our  negotiation 
with  Spain  had  become  only  an  incident  in  pub- 
lic sentmient.    This  ^neral  anxiety  was  connect- 
ed, too,  with  a  beiief  that  its  purchase  was  essential 
to  the  complete  suppression  of  the  Indian  hostilities, 
which  haa  so  long  vexed  our  Southern  citizens. 

During  the  long  and  tedious  negotiations  which 
preceded  the  treaty  of  February,  1819,  this  gen- 
eral behef  had  been  cherished  and  augmented. 
Nothhigwas  said  or  published  to  divert  the  public 
attention,  nor  to  show  the  people  or  the  Gtovern- 
meat  that  tluy  attached  to  the  country  an  impro- 
per value.   Bat  it  is  now  becoming  the  fashionable 
opinion  that  if  the  treaty  is  ratified,  we  shall  have 
acquired  nothing  valuable ;  that  Florida  is  a  sand- 
bank; that  it  is,  at  any  rate,  what  we  can  do  very 
well  without  at  present.    All  the  value  which  We 
have  heretofore  attached  to  that  country  is  now 
transferred  to  Texas ;  the  climate  of  Texas,  its  soil, 
its  relation  to  the  Gulf,  its  fine  port,  its   high 
maritime  importance,  have  been  spoken  of  in  lan- 
guage of  the  highest  praise.    Mr.  A.  said  that 
much  of  this  may  be  true ;  the  map  showed  to  him 
the  climate,  and  ne  had  heard  that  there  was  much 
fine  land.    But  the  nature  and  accuracy  of  the 
information  of  the  gentlemen,  he  presumed,  de- 
pended upon  authority  very  much  like  his  own  j 
ne  had  seen  very  few  people  who  had  ever  been 
there.    And  as  rt  regarded  the  naval  importance 
of  tht  country  and  the  fine  port  spoken  of,  he  would 
observe  that  he  considered  the  statements  of  the 
gentlemen  wholly  wrong.    The  general  opinion, 
founded  on  the  uncontradicted  statements  of  our 
naval  ofi&cers  and  others,  was,  that  there  is  no 
port  on   the   whole   coast;    and  he  could  say 
that  he  had  never  heard  of  it,  until  it  was  men- 
tioned yesterday  by  his  friend,  the  Speaker.   It  had 
been  frequently  mentioned  as  a  peculiarity  and 
a  commercial  misfortune  attending  the  coast  of 
the  Gulf,  for  a  very  great  distance  to  the  south- 
ward of  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  that  there 
was  not  even  a  tolerable  harbor. 


Mr.  A.  said  he  thought  it  peculiarly  unfortunate 
that  gentlemen  should,  under  existing  circum- 
stances, when  the  acquisition  had  been  made  so 
far  as  tne  authorities  of  our  Government  extended, 
depreciate  that  which  we  had  gotten,  and  for  the 
payment  of  which  our  constituents  mieht  soon 
be  called  on  to  contribute,  and  should  endeavor  to 
enhance  the  value  of  that  country  which  the  same 
authorities  had  determined  did  not  belong  to  us. 
He  thought  such  a  course  mi^ht  have  a  very  un- 
happy effect  on  the  public  mind  \  and  he  depre- 
cated very  much  every  thing  which  would  now 
tend  to  produce  dissatisfaction  towards  a  treaty 
which  we  had  ourselves  promoted  and  ratified. 

On  the  subject  of  our  power  to  interfere,  in  the 
way  proposed,  Mr.  A.  said  he  had  no  difficulty. 
He  believed  that  it  was  competent  to  the  House  of 
Representatives,  on  any  occasion  in  which  they 
might  constitutionally  interfere,  to  bring  to  punish- 
ment the  betrayers  of  the  public  trust,  or  which 
they  might  be  ultimately  called  on  to  aid  by  an 
appropriation  of  money,  to  anticipate  the  case,  and 
to  avert  the  evil,  whicn  they  foresaw  was  about  to 
fall  on  the  country.  He  believed  that  this  House, 
on  every  great  occasion,  might  so  far  imbody  and 

five  expression  to  public  sentiment,  as  to  declare 
y  resolution  its  opinion,  for  the  purpose  of  avert- 
ing a  great  national  calamity  which  the  treaty- 
making  power  or  any  other  department  was  about 
to  bring  on  the  country.  A  right  ultimately  to 
prosecute  the  offenders  seemed  itself  to  give  a  power 
to  avert  the  ofi*ence,  by  forewarning  the  agents. 
But,  while  he  had  no  doubt  of  the  right  of  the 
House  to  act  in  this  case,  in  which,  if  the  treaty 
were  made,  they  would  be  called  on  to  make  the 
appropriations  to  fulfil  it,  he  strenuously  contended 
that  no  case  had  been  nuide  out  to  justify  our  in- 
terference. The  utmost  ingenuity  of  gentlemen 
had  been  exerted  to  ascertain  whether  the  treaty 
were  a  good  or  a  bad  one.  Where  differences  of 
oninion  might  exist  as  to  its  policy,  it  was  essential 
that  the  treaty-making  power  should  be  uncon- 
trolled; that  tne  department  which  had  the  power 
to  act  should  act  on  its  own  responsibility ;  that 
the  exercise  of  this  power  should  in  no  way  he  con- 
trolled, nor  its  responsibility  shared  by  us.  With 
these  sentiments,  ne  could  have  wished  that  the 
resolutions  had  not  been  introduced.  If  they  had 
tended  towards  another  purpose,  to  which  an  allu- 
sion had  been  made  in  the  course  of  the  debate, 
they  should  have  had  his  cordial  support.  He 
would  most  cordially  co-operate  in  any  public 
measures  which  should  go  to  establish  between 
this  country  and  the  independent  Governments  of 
South  America  those  relations  which  he  believed 
the  feelings  of  our  citizens  and  the  just  claims  of 
those  Governments  required — ^rdations  which  he 
believed  would  soon  exist  with  the  approbation  of 
every  one. 

Tnere  is  another  consideration  which  shoidd 
make  this  House  cautious  in  adopting  the  resolu- 
tions before  us — cautious  in  abandoning  the  high 
ground  we  have  obtained  by  our  forbearance  and 
magnanimity.  The  course  of  this  protracted  ne- 
gotiation has  gained  to  us  much  honor  in  the  eyes 
of  the  world.    Although  we  have  failed  as  yet  ia 
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getting  a  recompense  for  the  wron^  done  to  us, 
we  have  acquired  a  character  which  was  worth 
much  more.  We  have  shown  to  the  world  that 
we  sought  justice,  not  ag^ndizement ;  we  have 
shown  that  we  could  abstam  from  war,  even  when 
our  adversary  had  given  to  us  the  amplest  justifi- 
cation. We  have  defeated  the  malicious  predic- 
tions of  the  politicians  of  Europe,  who  declared 
that  we  only  sought  an  apology  for  seizing  on  Flor- 
ida. The  present  state  of  the  negotiation  has  just 
brought  those  Courts  to  the  acknowledgment  (a 
proud  one  for  us)  that  we  sought  only  peace  and 
a  fair  settlement. 

But,  if  we  pass  these  resolutions,  we  suddenly 
relinquish  this  high  ground^  and  assume  the  sta- 
tion of  our  adversary.  For  fourteen  vears  we  have 
been  urgent,  Spain  reluctant ;  we  nave  pressed, 
Spain  has  receded ;  but  now,  when  there  is  an 
indication  of  peace,  we  suddenly  change  sides — 
Spain  presses,  and  we  recede.  We  thereby  defeat 
all  our  declarations  of  anxiety  for  peace ;  we  charge 
as  unequal  the  terms  which  for  several  months 
have  been  regarded  as  the  terms  of  peace,  and 
which  have  been  sanctioned  by  all  the  authorities 
of  the  Government.  This  course  would  present 
the  American  Government  in  a  point  ol  view 
wholly  diJSerent  from  the  one  in  which  her  con- 
duct throughout  the  n^otiation  had  placed  her. 
It  would  manifest  a  variableness  of  public  counsel 
— an  instability  of  decision — in  no  way  calculated 
to  maintain  our  character  among  foreign  nations, 
or  among  our  own  citizens.  Such  a  political  fic- 
kleness would  create  at  home  and  abroad  a  distrust 
of  the  permanence  of  all  our  public  measures.  It 
must  be  borne  in  mind,  too,  that  this  House  has 
approved  the  treaty  in  the  most  solemn  manner  in 
which  it  can  act — by  the  passage  of  a  law.  A 
bill  was  introduced  and  passed  for  the  purpose  of 
executing  the  treaty,  in  all  those  parts  which  were 
susceptilue  of  immediate  execution^  and  for  estab- 
lishing a  provisional  government  m  Florida.  It 
has  been  said  that  this  bill  passed  without  discus- 
sion. This  was  true,  only  oecause  there  was  no 
objection  or  dissent.  The  forms  of  our  Govern- 
ment do  not  admit  any  further  ratification  than 
this  treaty  has  received.  It  received  the  approba- 
tion of  that  department  to  which  sucb  duties  are, 
in  the  first  instance,  assigned.  The  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives then  originated  and  the  Congress 
passed  a  law  for  carrying  it  into  effect.  He  did 
not  contend,  for  a  moment^  that  the  treaty  was 
now  binding  on  us — the  King  of  Spain  iiaving 
failed  to  ratifv  it  within  the  time  prescribed.  But, 
Mr.  A  said,  ne  could  not  consent  so  soon  to  con- 
tradict the  formal  declarations  which  we  have 
made  to  the  world,  and  now  declare  to  our  own 
citizens  that  we  have  ratified  a  treaty  which  was 
not  only  unequal,  but  unconstitutional.  He  would 
leave  to  the  President  and  Senate  the  further  ne- 
gotiation of  the  subject;  and,  whether  any  recent 
circumstances  had  occurred,  which  would  induce 
them  to  reject  those  terms  of  settlement  to  which 
th^  had  lately  assented,  he  would  submit  to  them, 
and  let  rest  on  their  responsibility  the  duty  of 
making  such  an  adjustment  as  our  rights  demanded. 

Mr.  A.  saw  nothing  in  the  whole  course  of  this 


transaction  which  called  on  us  for  oar  interference. 
He  did  not  think  that  the  circumstance  of  the  Pres- 
ident and  Senate  having  made  one  treaty,  which 
we  did  approve,  gave  any  evidence  that  they  would 
now  mate  one  which  we  did  not. 

He  would  now  proceed  to  consider  the  resolution 
presented  by  the  Speaker,  in  reference  to  its  appli- 
cation, without  attending  closely  to  thephraseoiogv. 
In  its  operation,  it  contained  a  denial  of  the  ri^ht 
of  the  treaty-making  power  to  declare  the  Sabine 
river  as  the  western  Bmit  of  Louisiana.  Although, 
in  form,  the  first  member  of  the  resolution  pur- 
ported to  be  a  declaration  that  the  President  and 
Senate  could  not  cede  any  of  the  territory  of  the 
United  States,  still  its  meaning  is  so  far  explained 
bv  the  second  resolution  and  the  speech  of  the 
Speaker,  that  it  was  fair  to  consider  it  in  its  opera- 
tion, and  not  in  its  abstract  form.  This  Tiew  of 
the  subject  would  save  him  from  a  most  laborious 
discussion,  which  an  examination  of  the  question 
of  ceding  territorybelonging  to  the  United  States 
would  involve.  Whether  ue  power  to  acquire 
territory  does  include  a  power  to  cedel  Whether 
territory  be  as  much  under  the  regulation  of  treaties 
as  other  property  7  Whether  there  be  any  limita- 
tion of  the  treaty-making  power,  in  relation  to  ter- 
ritory, produced  by  any  special  exception  in  the 
Constitution ;  and,  indeed,  what  are  the  limitations 
to  this  power  ?  are,  singly,  questions  of  great  mag- 
nitude ;  some  of  which  will  probaUy  produce  much 
unpleasant  contention  before  they  are  finally  settled. 
He  was,  however,  happy  to  think  that  the  present 
case  required  no  such  discussion.  It  was  sufficient 
for  him  to  show  that  the  treaty,  as  concluded,  was 
within  the  powers  of  the  department  which  made 
it,  without  indulging  in  any  speculations  on  the 
construction  of  the  Constitution  on  other  contro- 
verted points.  His  single  aim,  then,  was  to  show 
that  the  President  and  Senate  might  safely  declare, 
in  a  treaty  of  limits,  that  the  disputed  province  of 
Texas  was  not  included  within  the  possessions  of 
the  United  States,  without  at  all  assuming  the 
power  to  cede  any  of  the  public  territory. 

To  present  the  proposition,  with  distinctness,  to 
the  Committee,  it  may  be  stated  that  there  are  three 
situations,  in  one  of  which  the  province  of  Texas 
must  be  placed : 

1st.  It  may  belong  to  Spain  certainly  ; 

2d.  Or  to  us ; 

3d.  Or  it  may  be  disputed  territory. 

In  the  first  mentioned  state  of  tne  case,  there 
could  be  no  difiiculty ;  there  could  be  none  in  re- 
cognisinjgf  that  which  previously  existed.    That 
supposition,  then,  will  be  no  fartner  pursued.  The 
second  case,  then,  produces  the  difficulty,  and  is 
the  only  one  on  which  the  resolutions  can  be  main- 
tained.   There  is  no  pretence  for  sustaining  the 
resolutions  until  it  is  first  shown  that  Texas  be- 
longs to  us ;  but  no  attempt  has  been  made  to  pore 
it.    The  very  ground  on  which  the  demand  of 
gentlemen  for  our  votes  must  be  supported  has  not 
been  touched.    The  debate  has  assumed,  as  a  fact, 
that  which  the  Spaniards  have  never  conceded,  and 
which,  in  fourteen  years  of  negotiation,  we  Aave 
never  been  able  to  determine.    It  has  assumed^  as 
a  fact,  that  which  we  may  all  believe,  but  which, 
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iaasmucb  as  there  is  do  standard  between  nations 
to  measure  the  respective  rights  of  each,  must  be 
uncertain,  so  long  as  both  parties  assert  their  claims. 
Probably  no  American  has  ever  read  the  long  dis- 
cussions on  this  subject,  which  have  been  conducted 
by  the  secretaries  of  the  two  countries,  without  an 
ardent  wish  to  find  proofs  to  sustain  tne  claims  of 
his  country  to  the  farthest  boundaries  contended 
for;  and  very  few  of  us  have  ever  read  without 
fiodiog  that  tor  which  we  all  looked.  But  these 
reasons  are  of  no  avail,  so  long  as  there  is  no  com- 
mon tribunal  to  enforce  them.  Mr,  A.  said,  then, 
that  he  should  not  go  into  the  ultimate  question  ox 
the  right,  which  he  considered  utterly  useless  to 
him  who  neld  the  negative  of  the  proposition  before 
the  House,  but  should  attempt  to  show  that  the 
country  relerred  to  was  in  the  third  class ;  or  was 
disputed  territory.  And  there  is  certainly  nothing 
wmch  falls  more  aptly  within  the  power  to  form 
treaties  than  the  settlement  of  the  limits  of  disputed 
or  undefined  territory. 

The  histonf^  of  the  transaction  shows,  that  the 
ownership  ot  this  province  has  never  ceased  to  be 
a  question.  That  there  never  has  been  a  moment 
of  time,  since  the  original  purchase  of  Louisiana, 
at  which  our  claims  were  admitted  by  the  other 
contracting  party.  There  are  three  facts,  which 
alone  must  assign  this  country  to  that  class,  in 
which  he  had  placed  it. 

Spain  has  never  agreed  that  it  belonged  to  us. 

We  have  never  had  possession. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  approved  the 
arrangements  made  by  the  American  officers  with 
the  Spanish  commandant,  in  1806,  by  which  the 
Spaniard  was  to  retire  with  his  forces  beyond  the 
Sabine;  and  neither  party  was  to  molest  the  other 
on  their  respective  banks.    This  arrangement  was 
made  by  the  military  officer  for  a  temporary  pur- 
pose, but  was  acquiesced  in  by  Mr.  Jefierson^  as 
appears  by  his  Message  at  the  succeeding  session, 
has  never  been  violated,  and  has,  to  every  purpose, 
been  heretofore  the  western  limit  of  our  purchase. 
U  would  be  difficult  to  devise  any  circumstances 
which  would  more  certainly  affix  on  this  country 
the  character  of  a  ^*  disputed  territory ;"  there  is 
no  trait  of  such  a  character  absent.    After  volumes 
have  b^n  written  by  the  agents  of  the  Govern- 
mentE^  to  maintain  their  respective  rights,  it  would 
now  indeed  be  extraordinary  to  declare  that  its 
ownership  was  not  a  subject  of  negotiation ;  for,  if 
the  final  settlement  is  not  within  the  power  of  the 
department  which  has  acted  on  it,  the  previous  ne- 
gotiation has  been  idle. 

We  hold  the  deed  of  cession,  which  we  declare, 
grants  the  country  to  us ;  while  Spain  holds  the 
country  and  denies  that  the  deed  embraces  it. 
When  it  is  remembered,  that  between  nations  there 
is  no  common  arbiter,  by  which  the  rights  of  each 
can  be  ascertained,  our  claims  will,  in  the  eyes  of 
the  world,  be  considered  equal,  unless,  indeed,  the 
possession  of  our  adversary  should  create  in  his  be- 
half a  presumption  against  us.  Our  own  convic- 
tions that  the  country  is  within  Louisiana  can 
have  no  efifect ;  as  there  is  no  test  by  which  it  can 
be  demonstrated.  An  American  statesman  may 
rise  and  declare,  that  "  Texas  belongs  to  us ;  1 


Ipow  it ;  I  can  prove  it ;"  but  it  is  a  vain  declara- 
tion ; — of  what  avail  can  it  be^  when  the  Spaniard, 
standing  on  the  land,  says  "it  is  mine:  I  hold  it, 
and  there  is  no  judge  between  us?"  It  is  a  matter 
not  susceptible  of  demonstration ;  and  there  is  no 
tribunal  to  which  either  is  bound  to  submit  The 
result  certainly  is,  that  the  western  limit  of  Louisi- 
ana has  ever  been  so  uncertain,  that  its  adjustment 
is  clearly  within  the  power  which  has  acted  on  it. 
It  seems  to  have  been  admitted,  that,  where  the 
extent  of  a  purchase  of  territory  was  undefined, 
the  President  and  Senate  could,  by  treaty,  define 
its  boundaries.  Nothing  can  be  more  plain,  than 
that  the  same  power  which  can  acquire  territory, 
can  define  the  extent  of  the  acquisition;  or,  m 
other  words,  declare  how  much  it  did  Durchase. 

There  is  nothing  which  can,  under  the  distribu- 
tion of  powers  in  our  Constitution,  be  more  cer- 
tainly assigned  to  the  President  and  Senate,  than 
the  settlement  of  disputed  boundaries.  Probably, 
there  is  no  single  subject  on  which  so  many  trea- 
ties have  been  made.  None  which  is  more  pecu- 
liarly the  attribute  of  the  department  to  which  be- 
longs the  peace-making  power.  From  the  very 
great  extent  of  our  territory^,  and  the  undefined 
state  of  its  limits,  on  several  sides,  this  power  must 
be  frequently  called  into  exercise.  Its  frequent 
operation  on  the  settlement  of  differences  of  this 
kind^  must  have  been  contemplated  by  the  con- 
vention ;  and  it  could  never  have  been  intended, 
that,  in  a  general  grant  of  the  power,  it  should  be 
construed  not  to  apply  to  cases,  which  had  been 
invariably,  in  all  countries,  the  subjects  of  its  ope- 
ration. In  the  short  course  of  our  history,  treaties 
have  been  made,  in  which  boundaries  theretofore 
uncertain,  have  been  fixed ;  and  territory  before 
uncertain  as  to  its  ownership,  has  been  declared  to 
belong  to  us.  or,  to  the  other  contracting  party,  as 
it  should  fall  on  the  one  or  the  other  side  ot  the 
designated  line. 

It  has  been  contended,  although  the  Senate 
might  Constitutionally  declare  the  boundaries  of 
a  territory  till  then  uncertain,  that  in  the  present 
case  there  was  a  cession  of  territory.  A  little  ex- 
amination of  the  subject  will  show  that  this  treaty 
was,  like  all  others,  made  for  the  purpose  of  settling 
limits. 

The  usual  mode  of  settling  disputed  bounda- 
ries, is  by  appointing,  in  the  treaty,  commission- 
ers for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  and  settling  the 
lines  left  uncertain  in  some  previous  treaty ;  this 
was  the  mode  prescribed  by  the  Treaty  of  Ghent. 
But  it  is  perfectly  plain  that  the  two  contracting 
parties  might,  without  the  intervention  of  commis- 
sioners, have  declared  what  were  the  limits  of  the 
territory.  The  substitution  of  commissioners  is 
used  as  a  matter  of  convenience  only.  In  the  pres- 
ent case,  they  mif  ht  have  been  appointed  to  ascer- 
tain what  were  tne  true  boundaries  of  Louisiana ; 
but  it  is  e9ually  certain,  that  the  parties  may  them- 
selves decide  and  declare  the  limits.  If  these  agents 
had  been  appointed,  and  had  agreed  upon  the  same 
line  which  the  late  treaty  contemplates,  there 
would  then  have  been  no  doubt  of  the  power  of 
the  Senate  to  ratify  the  decision.  Can  there  be 
any  more  doubt  of  the  power  of  the  Senate  to  de- 
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clare  that  the  Sahine  is  the  true  line,  without  any 
reference  to  commissioners  ?  Whenever  a  coun- 
try is  granted  by  name,  as  was  the  case  in  the  in- 
stance of  Louisiana,  if  there  be  any  misunderstand- 
ing as  to  its  extent,  the  exercise  of  the  power  of 
denning  limits  is  indispensable.  Are  the  President 
and  Senate  to  be  restrained  from  declaring  that 
our  claim  does  not  extend  to  a  certain  part  of  the 
territory,  because  others  may  think  that  it  does  ? 
By  whose  opinion  shall  we  abide  ?  Shall  we  sub- 
mit to  his  judgment  who  says  that  we  own  the 
land  to  the  Colorado,  and  cannot  give  it  up  ?  or  to 
his,  who  only  claims  to  the  Trinity,  and  admits  that 
there  is  no  harm  in  declaring  that  the  balance  be- 
longs to  Spain?  Mr.  Chainnan,  there  is  but  one 
safe  guide.  The  power  which  acquired  the  coun- 
try must  declare  tne  extent  of  the  acquisition. 

The  language  of  the  treatv  has  been  referred  to, 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  tnat  a  cession  of  terri- 
tory was  in  the  contemplation  of  the  negotiators. 
Mr.  A.  said^  that  he  considered  the  treaty  as  he 
should  consider  any  other  written  instrument,  by 
its  legal  operation.  He  thought  that  the  word 
^^  cede,"  was  improperly  used ;  but  it  was  an  im- 
propriety only  in  phrase.  The  intention  of  the 
clatise  was.  clearly,  a  designation  of  boundary  only. 
If  the  result  was  within  tne  Constitutional  powers 
of  the  President  and  Senate,  it  would  be  unneces- 
sary cavilling  to  censure  the  language  in  which 
the  exercise  of  that  power  was  expressed. 

Mr.  A.  said  that  the  Treaty  of  Ghent  offered  a 
rert  strong  case  in  illustration  of  the  idea  which 
he  nad  endeavored  to  present  to  the  Committee  in 
the  course  of  his  observations.  The  doctrine  which 
prevailed  in  that  negotiation,  and  which  has  been 
sanctioned  by  every  depniTtment  of  our  Govem- 
meat,  establishes  the  position  that  territory,  which 
has  been  in  our  possession,  and  formed  a  part  of 
a  Btate,  may,  by  circumstances,  so  far  become 
disputed  territory,  as  to  be  placed  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  treaty-making  power.  Certain  islands 
in  the  Bay^  of  Passamaquoddy,  which  had  been  in 
our  possession  since  the  treaty  of  peace  in  1783, 
and  forined  a  part  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts, 
were,  by  the  fortune  of  the  late  war,  thrown  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemy.  At  the  making  of  the 
treaty  in  1814,  the  British  Commissioners,  m  behalf 
of  their  (Government,  set  up  a  claim  to  those  islands, 
which  they  asserted  had  belonged  to  them  during 
the  whole  time  that  we  had  possessed  them.  This 
dlaim,  so  stale,  was  still  considered  as  of  sufficient 
importance  to  form  the  subject  of  a  separate  stipu- 
lation, and  commissioners  were  appointed  "to  de- 

<  cide  upon  the  said  claims,  accordmg  to  such  evi- 
'  ddnce  as  should  be  laid  before  daemon  the  part  of 

<  His  Britannic  Majesty  and  the  United  States, 
'  respectively."  Here,  then,  is  a  case  in  which 
territory,  for  more  than  thirty  years  in  our  posses- 
sion, has  become  the  sdbject  of  negotiation.  No 
one  can  for  a  moment  doubt,  that  our  plenipoten- 
tiaries might,  if  they  had  considered  themselves 
sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  subject,  have  de- 
clared where  the  line  should  be,  or,  in  other  words, 
to  whom  the  islands  did  bdoxig,  without  substitut- 
ing commissioners  to  ascertain  it.  The  slij^htest 
consideration  will  show,  that,  in  every  pomt  of 


view,  Texas  has  many  mot^  features  of  a  disputed 
country  than  those  islands  had. 

The  late  convention  concluded  at  London  in 
1818,  shows  that  on  the  subject  of  wild  and  unde- 
fined boundaries,  even  a  liberal  construction  ha.s 
been  indulged,  for  the  purposes  of  promoting  tran- 
quillity in  the  settlement  of  conflicting  claims.  In 
the  treaty  of  peace  of  1783,  it  was  dechired  that 
the  northwestern  boundary  of  the  United  States 
should  be  a  line  drawn  "from  the  most  north- 
western point  of  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  on  a  due 
west  course,  to  the  river  Mississippi."  In  the  late 
convention,  that  line  is  rejected,  and  it  is  agreed 
that  a  line  from  the  same  point  on  the  Lake,  along 
the  49th  degree  of  north  latitude,  shall  be  the 
northern  boundary  of  the  United  States,  from  the 
Lake  of  the  Woods  to  the  Stony  Mountains. 
Under  this  reflation,  it  is  very  uncertain,  on  ac- 
count of  our  imperfect  knowledge  of  the  country, 
whether  we  shall  gain  or  lose  by  the  chanj^ ;  but 
it  is  very  certain,  that  the  ancient  limit  is  changed. 
In  the  case  now  under  debate,  we  do  not  contend 
for  a  power  to  change  the  boundaries,  but  merely 
to  declare  what  those  boundaries  are. 

But  do  gentlemen  see  with  clearness  the  conse- 
quence to  which  a  doctrine  would  lead,  which 
should  deny  to  the  President  and  Senate  the  pow- 
er of  determining  by  treaty,  that  Texas  or  any 
other  controverted  territory,  to  which  we  had  a 
claim,  but  never  had  possession,  did  not  belong  to 
us  ?  What  tribunal  would  they  propose,  to  set- 
tle the  controversy  ?  If  they  reject  the  one  which 
we  propose,  there  is  no  other  lest  but  the  sword. 
The  result  would  be,  that,  in  every  case  of  disput- 
ed lines,  unless  our  neighbour  would  uncondition- 
ally relinquish  to  the  full  extent  of  our  claims, 
our  pretensions  must  be  asserted  by  war ;  and  that 
war  could  not  be  abandoned,  however  disastrous 
it  might  be,  until  we  had  completely  succeeded. 
No  treaty  could  be  sooner  made,  because  it  would 
cede  a  part  of  our  territory.  And  in  the  case  of 
Texas,  how  long  should  we  fight  for  it  7  Until 
the  House  of  Representatives  sbaH  be  of  opinion 
that  it  does  not  belong  to  us  ?  The  very  moment, 
in  which  you  take  from  the  Senate  the  power  of 
determining  the  right  to  the  property,  you  are  on 
the  ocean  without  a  pilot.  The  opinion  of  each 
individual  in  the  community  is  entitled  to  equal 
weight  in  this  consideration.  To  the  man  who 
things  that  the  country  is  ours,  a  treaty  inrolvinf 
a  relinquishment  of  it  will  be  unconstitutiDnal. 
while  to  him  who  is  of  a  different  opinion,  it  will 
be  valid  and  without  obiection.  The  mtsclitefs  of 
that  construction,  which  must  be  to  substitute  the 
sword  for  the  Senate,  could  not  be  obviated  by  the 
arbitration  of  any  forei^  or  disinterested  Power. 
This  would  bfe  entirely  inadmissible,  as  the  Presi- 
dent and  Senate  could  not  refer  toothers  a  decision 
on  a  point,  which  they  themselves  had  no  au- 
thority to  decide. 

Mr.  A.  said  he  wished  it  understood,  that  he 
applied  his  arguments  onlv  to  a  countrv  situated 
like  Texas ;  a  country  wnich  was  realty  in  dis- 
nute,  one  to  which  we  had  a  claim,  but  which  we 
had  never  possessed. 

Mr.  Rhba  observed,  that  two  resolutions  had 
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been  submitted,  and  were  under  consideration,  to 
wit: 

'*  Resolved,  That  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  vests  in  Congress  the  power  to  dispose  of  the 
territory  belonging  to  them,  and  that  no  treaty  pur- 
porting to  alienate  any  portion  thereof  is  valid,  with- 
out the  eoncorrence  of  Congress/' 

This  resolution  seems  to  contain  several  propo- 
bition$,yiz:  that  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
Sutes  rests  in  Congress  the  power  to  dispose  of 
the  territory  belonging  to  them;  that  no  treaty 
purporting  to  alienate  any  portion  thereof  is  valid 
without  tne  concurrence  of  Congress ;  that  a  treaty 
purporting  to  alienate  any  portion  thereof  is  valid 
with  the  concurrence  of  Congress.  A  treaty  being 
a  compact  with  some  foreign  Power,  another  prop- 
osition presents  itself,  viz.,  that  the  Constitution  of 
tlie  United  States  vests  in  Congress  the  power  to 
alienate,  by  treaty,  to  any  foreign  Power,  any  por- 
tion of  their  territory. 

It  appears  as  if  the  first  resolution  endeavors  to 
bottom  itself  on  the  second  clause  of  the  third  sec- 
tion of  the  fourth  article  of  the  Constitution.  That 
clause  declares  that  '^Congress  shall  have  power 
^  to  dispose  of  and  make  all  needful  rules  and  regu- 
'  lations  respecting  the  territory  or  other  property 
'  belonging  to  the  United  States ;  and  nothing  in 
^  this  ConslitoCioa  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  pre- 
'  judice  any  claims  of  the  United  States  or  of  any 
^  particuJar  State." 

It  will  be  obsenred,  that  the  word  treaty  is  not 
u<:ed  in  this  clause,  in  relation  to  the  disposing  of 
the  territory  belonging  to  the  United  States ;  and, 
inasmnch  as  territories  are  not  disposed  of  or  trans- 
ferred by  any  power  to  a  foreign  Power,  otherwise 
than  by  treaty,  except  in  cases  of  conquest,  it  fol- 
lows that  the  first  part  of  that  clause  of  the  third 
5<?ction  only  empowers  Congress  to  dispose  of  and 
make  all  needftu  rules  and  regulations  for  surrey- 
ing  and  diTiding  into  such  portions  as  shall  hare 
been  jndfi^ed  proper  for  the  aisposition  and  sale^  to 
the  peotne  of^  these  United  States,  for  cultivation 
and  habitation,  the  territory  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  the  government  thereof,  in  territorial  form, 
and  no  more.  That  clause  of  the  Constitution 
cannot,  by  any  forced  interpretation,  be  so  con- 
strued as  to  em])Ower  Congress  to  alienate,  by 
treaty,  to  any  foreign  Power,  any  ])art  or  portion  of 
the  temtory  bdons in^  to  the  United  States ;]  and 
this  is  evident  by  the  last  part  of  that  clause,  which 
declares,  "and  noting  in  this  Constitution  shall 
be  so  construed  as  to  prejudice  any  claims  of  the 
United  States  or  of  any  particular  State."  It  is  to 
be  regretted  diat  that  sentence  in  the  second  clause 
of  the  third  section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the 
Constitittbn  has  not  been  made  a  separate  and 
distinct  article^  by  having  been  made  a  separate 
and  distitict  article,  it  would  have  been  more  con- 
spicuous; controlling  and  prohibiting  every  at- 
tempt to  dispose  of  and  make  rules  and  regulations, 
under  the  pretension  of  being  needful,  respecting 
the  territory  or  other  property  belonging  to  the 
United  States,  to  the  prejudice  of  any  claims  of 
the  United  States ;  that  is,  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  or  to  the  prejudice  of  any  claims  of 


any  particular  State ;  that  is,  of  the  people  of  any 
State,  either  generally  or  individually. 

The  power  vested  in  Congress  by  that  second 
clause  of  the  third  section,  "to  dispose  of  and 
^  make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting 
'  the  territory  or  other  property  belonging  to  the 
*  United  States,"  is,  notwithstanding  the  gener- 
ality of  the  terms  expressing  that  power,  restrained 
and  limited,  not  only  by  tne  verb  dispose,  which 
signifies  to  divide,  or  to  set  apart  separately,  but 
also  conclusively,  by  the  last  sentence  in  that 
clause,  declaring,  "  and  nothing  in  this  Constitu 
tion  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  prejudice  any  claims 
of  the  United  States  or  of  any  particular  State;" 
and  therefore  is  of  an  internal  and  economical 
nature  only,  and  not  in  any  manner  empowering 
Congress  to  alienate,  by  treaty,  to  any  foreign 
Power,  any  portion  of  tne  territory  belonging  to 
the  United  States. 

The  first  proposition  in  the  first  resolution  may, 
in  respect  to  the  object  of  that  resolution,  be  con- 
sidered as  relating  to  territory  absolutely  and  defi- 
nitely belonging  to  the  United  States,  and  this 
seems  to  be  the  principle  assumed  in  the  first  reso- 
lution. If,  then,  it  be  correct  that  territory  does 
absolutely  and  definitively  belong  to  the  United 
States,  I  do  not  admit,  said  Mr.  R.,  that  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  vests  in  Congress 
power  to  alienate,  by  treaty,  to  any  foreign  Power, 
any  portion  of  that  territoiy. 

To  alienate,  by  treaty,  to  any  foreign  Power, 
territory  absolutely  and  definitively  belonging,  pur- 
suant to  the  Constitution,  to  any  partictdar  State 
of  the  United  States,  will  prejudice  the  claims  of 
that  State,  and  is.  therefore,  prohibited  bv  the 
second  clause  of  tne  third  section  of  the  fourth 
article  of  the  Constitution.  To  alienate,  by  treaty, 
to  any  foreign  Power,  territory  absolutely  and  de- 
finitively belonging  to  the  United  States,  will  pre- 
judice the  claims  of  the  United  States,  and  is, 
therefore,  prohibited  by  the  second  clause  of  the 
third  section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. Hence,  it  is  concluded  that  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  does  not  vest  in  Congress  any 
power  to  alienate  by  treaty,  to  any  foreign  Power, 
territory  absolutely  and  definitively  belonging,  pur- 
suant to  the  Constitution,  to  any  particiuar  State 
of  these  United  States;  and  that  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  does  not  vest  in  Congress  any 
power  to  alienate,  by  treaty,  to  any  foreign  Power, 
territory  absolutely  and  definitively  belonging  to 
the  United  States,  or  that  has  been,  or  may  be  in- 
corporated into  this  Union.  The  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  does  vest  in  Congress  power  to 
dispose  of,  and  make  all  needful  rules  and  regula- 
tions respecting,  the  territory  or  other  poperty 
belonging  to  the  United  States  in  the  District  of  | 
Columbia;  but  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  does  not  vest  in  Congress  any  power  to 
alienate,  by  treaty,  to  any  foreign  Power,  any  part 
or  portion  of  the  territory  or  other  property,  be- 
longing to  the  United  States  in  the  Distnct  of 
Colmnbia.  The  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
does  vest  in  Congress  the  power  to  dispose  of,  and 
make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting 
the  territory  or  other  property  belonging  to  the 
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United  States  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  in 
the  territories  of  Missouri,  and  Arkansas,  and 
Michigan ;  but  the  Constitution  does  not  vest  in 
Congress  any  power  to  alienate,  by  treaty,  to  any 
foreign  Power,  any  portion  of  the  territory  or 
other  property  belonging  to  'the  United  States  in 
the  State  of  Louisiana,  or  in  the  territories  of 
Missouri,  Arkansas,  or  Michigan.  All  these  are, 
with  the  other  States  of  these  United  States,  in- 
corporated into  this  Union.  If  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  vests  in  Congress  the  power  to 
alienate,  by  treaty,  to  any  foreign  Power,  territory 
belonging  to  the  United  States,  the  Constitution 
does  then  vest  in  Congress  power  to  alienate,  by 
treaty,  to  any  foreign  Power,  the  territories  of 
Arkansas  and  Missouri,  and  the  State  of  Louis- 
iana, or  any  other  State  or  territory  of  these  United 
States,  notwithstanding  they  all  are  incorporated 
into  this  Union.  That  the  Constitution  does  vest 
in  Congress  that  power,  cannot  be  admitted;  and 
if  it  be  contended  that  the  Constitution  does  vest 
in  Congress  that  power,  let  it  be  manifested,  if 
it  can. 

Believing  that  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  does  not  vest  in  Congress  power  to  alienate, 
by  treaty,  to  any  foreign  Power,  the  territory,  or 
any  portion  thereof,  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
*  or  that  has  been  incorporated  into  this  Union,  I 
am,  said  Mr.  R.,  prepared  to  vote  on  the  first 
resolution. 

Second  resolution.   ^^ Resolved,  Tnat  the  equiva- 

*  lent  proposed  to  be  given  by  Spain  to  the  United 
'  States,  m  the  treaty  concluded  between  them,  on 

*  the  22d  day  of  Februarv,  1819,  for  that  part  of 
'  Louisiana  lying  west  oi  the  Sabine,  was  inade- 
'  quate;  and  tnat  it  would  be  inexpedient  to  make 

*  a  transfer  thereof  to  any  foreign  rower,  or  to  re- 
'  new  the  aforesaid  treaty." 

In  considering  this  resolution,  a  question  pre- 
sents itself,  that  is  to  say-^what  is  tnc  extent  of 
the  territory  lying  west  of  the  Sabine,  which, 
being  part  of  Louisiana,  does  absolutely  and  de- 
finitively belong  to  the  United  States?  Let  the 
limits  and  boundaries  of  Louisiana,  alienated  and 
transferred  to  the  United  States  bv  France,  by  the 
Treaty  of  Paris  of  April,  1803,  oe  expressly  and 
absolutely  ascertained,  determined,  and  dd&ned, 
and  then  it  will  be  to  be  manifested  that  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  does  vest  in  Con- 
gress power  to  alienate,  by  treaty,  to  any  forei£;n 
Power,  any  portion  of  Louisiana^  alienated  by 
France  to  the  United  States,  and  determined  and 
defined,  absolutely  and  definitively,  to  belong  to 
the  United  States.  The  Constitutional  prohibi- 
tion will  then  attach  to  Louisiana,  so  limited, 
defined,  and  determined  to  belong  to  the  United 
States,  and  will  prohibit  Congress  to  alienate  any 
*  portion  thereof,  by  treaty,  to  any  foreign  Power. 
In  that  case,  it  will  be  more  than  inexpedient  to 
alienate,  by  treaty,  to  any  foreign  Power,  any 
portion  of  Louisiana  belonging  to  the  United 
States ;  it  will  be  unconstitutional. 

The  territory  alluded  to,  lying  west  of  the  Sa- 
bine, is  presumed  to  be  the  province  or  territory  of 
Texas.  If,  then,  the  province  of  Texas  be  a  part 
of  Louisiana,  and  does  absolutely  and  definitively 


belong  to  the  United  States,  in  virtue  of  the  Treaty 
of  Paris,  of  April,  1803,  tne  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  does  not  vest  in  Congress  any  power 
to  alienate,  by  treaty,  to  any  foreign  Power,  the 
territory  or  province  of  Texas,  or  any  portion 
thereof.  Spain  has  not  ratified  the  late  treaty 
within  the  time  limited  for  that  purpose.  If,  for 
that  reason,  that  treaty  be  of  no  efiect,  the  claim 
and  right  of  the  United  States,  whatever  it  was, 
by  the  Treaty  of  Paris,  to  the  territory  or  provinct 
of  Texas,  remains  as  it  was ;  and  the  cfaim  and 
right  of  Spain,  whatever  it  was,  to  the  proTince 
or  territory  of  Texas,  remains  as  it  was.  There 
appear  to  be,  if  the  late  treaty  with  Spain  be  of 
no  efiect,  two  claims,  one  of  the  United  States,  the 
other  of  Spain,  for  the  territory,  that  is,  the  terri- 
tory or  province  of  Texas  lying  west  of  the  Sa- 
bine. How  is  this  diversity  of  claim  to  be  adjust- 
ed and  determined  ?  WiU  it  be  by  an  amicable 
adjustment  of  limits  made  by  the  parties  interest- 
ed ;  or  will  it  be  by  war  1  In  respect  to  obtaining 
the  territory  or  province  of  Texas  by  wai\  it  is  not 
necessary  to  speak  at  this  time,  inasm^ucn  as  that 
subject  is  not  now  directly  under  considaation. 

Equality  or  inequality  of  an  equivalent  is  known 
when  such  party  previously  knows  that  which  ac- 
tually and  absolutely  does  belong  to  him.  They 
who  made  the  late  ^treaty  between  the  United 
States  and  Spain,  are  presumed  to  have  understood 
the  claims  of  each  party  to  the  vast  territory 
through  which  the  line  described  in  that  treaty 
does  run  from  a  point  in  the  ocean  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Sabine,  to  the  Pacific  ocean,  in  latitude  forty- 
two  degrees  north.  That  line  is  presumed  to  have 
been  the  result  of  an  amicable  settlement  of  the 
adverse  claims  of  the  parties  in  relation  to  boun- 
dary and  limits  of  territory.  By  that  settlement, 
the  right  of  the  United  States  to  a  very  lai;ge  ex- 
tent 01  territory,  including  the  mouth  of  the  Co- 
lumbia river,  that  the  province  of  Louisiana  is  not 
said  to  have  included,  was  acknowl^red  by  Spain, 
and  the  boundaries  and  limits  of  the  United  States 
on  the  south  and  west  were  determined  and  de- 
fined, as  provided  for  in  that  treaty. 

Mr.  R.  observed  that  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  does  confide  the  treaty-miaking  pow- 
er to  the  President,  by  and  with  tne  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate ;  that  the  safety,  happines;>, 
peace,  and  welfare,  of  these  United  States,  recjuire, 
that  the  boundaries  and  limits  of  all  their  territory, 
on  every  side,  shall  be  determined  and  defined,  to 
the  end  that  hostility  and  war,  by  reason  of  con- 
tested and  disputed  territory,  with  any  foreign 
Power,  may  be  prevented.  To  the  end,  therefore, 
that  limits  and  boundaries  between  the  territory  of 
the  United  States  and  the  territory  of  Spain,  in 
America,  may  be  determined  and  defined,  5o 
that  peace  between  the  United  States  and  Spain 
may  be  preserved,  it  is  expedient  that  the  treat y- 
making  power  or  the  United  States  do  so  act  m 
respect  to  the  said  late  treaty  that  the  rights  of  the 
United  States  shall  be  retained,  and  peace  with 
Spain  be  preserved.  If  all  negotiation  with  Spain 
wiU  fail,  the  Constitutional  power  of  the  Unitcui 
States,  on  being  informed  thereof,  will  direct  the 
course  to  be  pursued.    If  they  to  whom  the  Con- 
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nitatioQ  had  confided  the  treaty-making  power 
will  make  a  treaty,  and  that  treaty  shall  be  pre- 
sented to  the  House  of  Representatives,  daring  the 
time  he  had  the  honor  of  being  a  Representative, 
he  trusted  that  he  would  be  prepared  to  give  a 
Constitutional  vote  thereon. 

The  great  and  wise  men  of  the  Convention  in 
which  Geaeral  Washington  presided,  who  formed 
the  Constitution  of  these  United  States,  do  not 
appear  to  have  contemplated  any  alienation  of 
territory  belonging  to  the  United  States  to  any 
foreign  Power,  by  treaty  or  otherwise.  They  do 
not  appear  to  have  had  any  idea  of  vesting  in  Con- 
gT^ss  power  to  make  an  alienation  of  territory  be- 
loDgine  to  the  United  States  to  any  foreisn  Power. 
Tbey  did  not  propose  any  Constitutionalprovision 
for  such  purpose  to  the  several  States.  Tnat  Con- 
vention formed  a  Constitution  for  the  government 
of  an  extensive  and  powerful  confederacy  of  sove- 
reign and  independent  States ;  and  the  people  of 
these  United  States  have,  by  adoption,  made  it 
their  own.  This  Constitution  provides  that  Con- 
gress may  admit  new  States  into  this  Union,  and 
therefore  contemidates  an  honorable  extension  of 
territory.  This  Constitution  provides  for  the  aug- 
mentatioa  and  enlargement  ot  this  nation,  but  not 
for  the  diminution  oi  this  nation,  nor  of  the  terri- 
tory absolutely  and  definitively  belonging  to  the 
0nited  States.  The  whole  extent  of  territory 
included  within  the  defined  boundaries  and  limits 
of  the  United  States  and  their  territories,  and  in- 
corporated into  this  Union,  or  absolutely  and  de- 
finitively belonging  to  the  United  States,  is  the 
property  and  domain  of  the  sovereign  people  of 
this  Uoion— an  indefeasible  inheritance  in  allodial 
sovereignty  to  them  and  their  posterity  forever. 

These  opinions,  said  Mr.  R.,  have,  after  mature 
and  ddiberate  consideration  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  impressed  themselves  on  my 
mind,  and  I  believe  them  to  be  correct ;  and  unless 
reason,  stronger  and  more  cogent  than  any  hereto- 
fore known  to  me  presents  itself  I  will  continue 
to  )\o\d  them ;  not  only  because  I  believe  them  to 
be  correct,  but  because  they  do  comport  with  the 
increasing  greatness,  the  comprehensive  extension, 
the  dignity,  and  augmenting  power  of  this  nation. 

Mr.  Brush  spoke  at  considerable  length  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  resolutions. 

Mr.  Clat  replied  to  those  who  had  opposed  the 
resolves  moved  b^  him. 

Mr.  Rbba  rejomed. 

After  which  the  Committee  rose. 

Previously  to  the  rising  of  the  Committee,  Mr. 
Clay  submitted  the  following  resolves,  with  au 
intimation  that,  should  the  business  of  the  House 
permit,  he  should  call  them  up  at  a  future  day: 

JSesohed,  That  it  is  expedient  to  provide  by  law  a 
suitable  outfit  and  salary  for  such  MmlBter  or  Minis- 
ters as  the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate,  may  send  to  any  of  the  Govern- 
ments of  Sooth  America  which  have  eatabliahed  and 
are  maintaining  their  independence  on  Spain. 

Resohtdt  That  provision  ought  to  be  made  for  re- 
qoesttog  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause 
to  be  presented  to  the  General  the  moat  worthy  and 
ditftingaishedp  in  his  opinion,  in  the  service  of  any  of 


the  independent  GoTernments  of  Sonth  America,  the 
sword  which  was  given  by  the  Viceroy  of  Lima  to 
Captain  Biddlc,  of  the  Ontario,  during  his  late  cruise 
in  the  Pacific,  and  which  is  now  in  the  office  of  the 
Department  of  State,  with  the  expression  of  the  wish 
of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  that  it  may  be 
employed  in  the  support  and  preservation  of  the  liber- 
ties and  independence  of  his  country. 

The  House  adjourned  at  5  o'clock. 


Weom£8day,  April  5. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Commerce, 
reported  a  bill  to^mend  an  act,  entitled  "An  act 
enrolling  and  licensing  ships  or  vessels  to  be  em- 
ployed in  the  coasting  trade  and  fisheries,  and  for 
regulating  the  same ;"  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WoonBRinoE,  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands  were  directed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  annexing 
the  lands,  of  which  the  Indian  title  has  been  re- 
cently extinguished  by  the  Treaty  of  Saguina,  to 
the  district  of  Detroit,  in  the  Territory  of  Michi- 
gan, in  order  that  the  same  may  be  brought  into 
market 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  this  House  of 
the  foUowini^  titles,  to  wit :  "An  act  making  fur- 
ther appropriations  of  money  for  continuing  the 
work  upon  the  centre  building  of  the  Capitol,  and 
other  public  buildings ;"  and  "An  act  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  support  of  Government  for  the 
year  1820."  with  amendments  to  each,  in  which 
they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  civil  ap- 
propriation bill,  and  the  amendment  to  the  bul 
maidng  appropriations  for  continuing  the  public 
buildings,  were  read,  and  the  first  committed  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  the  latter 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morton,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for 
an  earlier  commencement  of  the  next  session  of 
Coneress  than  the  stated  period,  with  leave  to  re- 
port hy  bill  or  otherwise. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Balowin  and 
supported  by  the  mover,  and  the  House  divided 
on  It — ^the  majority  in  favor  of  it  being  about  20 
votes. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  resolution  submitted  some  days  ago  by  Mr. 
Sawyer,  for  appointing  a  committee  to  inquire 
I  into  the  expediency  of  abolishing  certain  offices  of 
the  customs ;  and  the  same  being  so  modified  as 
to  refer  the  inquiry  to  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce, was  agreed  to. 

REMISSION  OF  DUTIES. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  certain  persons  who  have  paid  duties  on 
goods  imported  into  Castine,  and  the  amendments 
reported  thereto  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 

Means  were  agreeu  to.  ,   l    i-mi  t 

Mr.  Cocke  moved  further  to  amend  the  bill,  by 

adding  the  following  proviso : 
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*'Protdded,  also.  That  it  fhall  appear  that  the  da- 
ties  paid  by  said  claimants  to  the  United  States  were 
not  reimbursed  on  the  sale  of  said  merchandise." 

This  motion  was  negatived. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Cocke  that  the  bill 
be  postponed  indefinitely ;  and  the  question  there- 
on was  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  56,  nays  94, 
as  follows: 

YxAB — Messrs.  Alexander,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Ba- 
ker, Boden,  Bryan,  Burwell,  Campbell,  Cannon,  Case, 
Clagett,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Cuthbert,  Earle,  Edwards  of 
Connecticut,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Enrin,  Floyd, 
Forrest,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania,  Hall  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Hardin,  Hooks,  Hostetter,  Tones  of  Tennessee, 
Kinsey,  Linn,  McCoy.  Marchand,  R.  Moore,  Monell, 
Murray,  Overstreet,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Patterson, 
Phelps,  Philson,  Rankin,  Rhea,  Richards,  Richmond, 
Rogers,  Ross,  Russ,  B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Smith  of 
North  Carolina,  Southard,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Stroth- 
er,  Swearingen,  Tarr,  Tompkins,  Tucker  of  Virginia, 
Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Wendover,  and  Williams 
of  North  Carolina — 56. 

Nats — Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Allen  of  Massachu- 
setts, Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virgi- 
nia, Baldwin,  Ball,  Barbour,  Bateman,  Bayly,  Beecfaer, 
Bloomfield,  Brown,  Brush,  Bufiixm,  Burton,  Butler  of 
New  Hampshire,  Crafts,  Crawford,  Crowell,  Cul- 
breth,  C^lpeper,  Cushman,  DarUngton,  Dewitty  Dick- 
inson, Dowse,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Fay, 
Fieher,  Folder,  Foot,  Ford,  Fuller,  FuUerton,  Gamett, 
Gross  of  New  York,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  Dela- 
ware, Hemphill,  Hendricks,  Herricks,  Hibshman,  Hill, 
Holmes,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Kendall,  Kinsley,  Lathrop, 
Lincoln,  Livermore,  Lowndes,  Lyman,  Maclay,  Mc- 
Creary,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mason,  Meech,  Meigs, 
Metcalf,  S.  Moore,  Morton,  Moseley,  Neale,  Nelson  of 
Virginia,  Parker  of  Massachusetts,  Pitcher,  Plumer, 
Quarles,  Ridi,  Robertson,  Saiiapson,  Sawyer,  Sergeant, 
Settle,  Shaw,  SUsbee,  Sloan,  Smith  of  Maryland,  A. 
Smyth  of  Virginia,  Storrs,  Street,  Strong  of  New 
York,  Taylor,  Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Ty'«'»  V*»  Rensse- 
laer, Wallace,  Warfield,  Whitman,  and  Wood— 94. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time,  as  amended  in  this  House,  by  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  names  of  the  several  claimants,  and 
the  addition  of  a  proviso  that,  before  the  act  takes 
effect  for  their  benefit,  they  snaU  satisfy  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  thart  they  were  residents  of 
Gastine  or  Bucksport,  or  purchasers  or  consignees, 
from  residents,  ot  the  goods  on  which  duties  have 
been  imposed. 

MILITARY  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  amendments  of  the  Senate 
to  the  annual  Military  Appropriation  bill. 

[There  are  two  amendments :  the  first  increasing 
the  appropriation  for  clothing  from  three  hundr^ 
thousand  to  four  hundred  and  thirtv  thousand 
dollars;  and  the  second  increasing  tnat  for  the 
Quartermaster  General's  department,  from  four 
hundred  and  fifty-thousand  to  five  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars.] 

Mr.  Smith,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  moved  to  disagree  to  the  first 
amendment,  and  assigned  reasons  to  show  why  it 
tvas  not  necessary,  on  account  of  the  quantity  of 
clothing  at  present  on  hand. 


Mr.  Str  OTHER  opposed  the  motion,  on  th»j 
fi^ound  that  those  charged  with  the  responsibility 
for  the  due  management  of  the  Army,  were  th* 
best  md^es  of  wnat  was  necessary  for  it;  and. 
they  navmg  recommended  the  amount  of  appro- 
priation jproposed  by  the  Senate,  he  was  in  favor 
of  ffrantmg  it. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Smith's  motion  was  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative,  and  the  first  amendment 
was  therefore  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  Smith  then,  imder  the  instructions  of  tht^ 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  moved  that  the 
second  amendment  be  disacreed  to ;  declaring,  a: 
the  same  time,  that  he  dinered  on  this  question 
from  the  committee,  being  of  opinion  thai  tht 
amendment  ought  to  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Storks  supported  the  motion,  as  well  on 
the  score  of  its  expediency,  as  on  the  ground  of 
resisting  the  interposition  of  the  Senate  in  wha? 
he  considered  the  peculiar  province  of  this  Hou^e 
in  two  ])oints :  first,  as  it  regards  the  amount  of 
appropriations  to  be  made,  and,  secondly^  as  re- 
gards the  object  of  this  appropriation,  being  for 
military  purposes.  He  declared,  in  the  course  ol 
his  remarks,  that,  on  an  appropriation  bfll  for  the 
support  of  the  army,  origmating  in  Ac  House  of 
Representatives,  on  which  the  House  had,  after 
full  discussion,  deliberately  refused  an  extraordi- 
nary appropriation  for  an  object  which  tht!> 
deemed  it  inexpedient  to  prosecute,  they  should 
be  extremely  tenacious  of  their  opinion;  and,  a< 
the  immediate  Representatives  of  die  nation,  main- 
tain their  control  of  the  military  forces  of  the  na- 
tion, as  to  all  extraordinary  objects,  by  adhering 
scrupulously  to  the  exerciseof  their  prerogative, 
as  a  constituent  branch  of  the  Legislature,  in  de- 
termining  the  amount  of  public  moneys  which 
should  be  applied  to  the  support  of  the  AfiJiran 
Establishment. 

Mr.  Lincoln  delivered  his  sentiments  at  large 
arainst  the  prosecution  of  the  Missouri  expedition, 
which  it  was  the  object  of  the  Senate,  he  pre- 
sumed, to  authorize  bv  this  appropriation.  Hp 
considered  it  as  calculated  to  provoke  war,  and 
ultimately  to  hasten  the  extermination  of  the  In- 
dian tribes. 

Mr.  Brvin  spoke  in  support  of  the  expedition, 
on  the  ground  of  its  own  merit ;  on  that  of  the 
ssinction  eiven  to  it  by  previous  rotes  of  thi- 
House ;  of  its  correspondence  with  the  policy  ot 
this  Government,  in  respect  to  Indian  trade  and 
intercourse ;  and  of  a  due  regard  to  our  rvlatioa:? 
with  foreign  Powers. 

Mr.  Cobb  made  a  few  remarks  against  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  FifiiBGB  said,  on  the  present  occasion,  he 
should  have  observed  his  usual  course,  that  of  list- 
ening and  voting  in  silencCj  but  for  the  circum- 
stance of  having  changed  his  views  on  this  sub- 
ject since  it  was  last  before  the  House.  He  was 
then  of  opinion  that  the  expedition  ought  to  stop 
at  the  Council  BluflEs.  He  thought  now  that  the 
interest  of  the  country  required  that  it  should  pro- 
ceed to  the  Mandan  villages.  Mr.  F.  said  that  he 
would  brieflv  state  some  of  his  reasons  for  the  opin- 
ion which  he  now  entertained.    In  speaking  of 
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the  Yellow  Stone  Expedition,  a$  it  is  called,  the 
lirst  inqairy  that  presents  itself  to  the  mind  is — 
what  is  the  object  of  thb  expedition  ?  This  ques- 
lion  has  been  fully  answered  bv  the  Secretary  of 
War,  in  his  letter  of  the  29th  December,  commu- 
nicated to  this  House.  He  says :  "  The  expedition 
is  part  of  a  system,  of  measures  which  has  for  its 
objects  the  protection  of  our  Northwestern  fron- 
tier, and  the  greater  extension  of  our  fur  trade." 
These  being  the  objects,  said  Mr.  F.,  the  next  in- 
quiry isj  are  these  objects  of  sufficient  importance 
to  justify  an  expedition  of  this  kind,  ana  to  this 
eitentl  He  thought  they  were.  As  to  the  first 
(bject,  no  one  womd  deny  that  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  Government  to  afibra  protection  to  the  fron- 
lier.  The  only  question,  then,  that  could  arise  on 
this  part  of  the  subject  was,  whether  this  is  the 
best  way  to  furnish  that  protection?  He  thought 
it  would  so  appear  in  the  course  of  the  remarks  he 
was  about  to  make  on  the  other  object  proposed — 
the  extension  of  the  Indian  trade. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  F.,  the  ladian  trade  is  important 
10  us  in  the  same  respects  in  which  it  has  been 
valuable  to  the  British  GoTerninent.  Ist.  As  a 
means  of  controlling  the  Indians.  2d.  The  profits 
of  it.  That  the  firitish  Goyemment  set  great 
value  on  this  trade  may  be  proven  from  many  cir- 
cumstances. It  has  always  received  her  particu- 
lar fo$terin|[  care*  Of  such  high  importance  did 
she  esteem  it^  as  to  make  it  the  subject  of  s^ious 
ne^ouatiojis  m  her  treaties.  In  the  treaty  of  1794, 
called  Jay's  Treaty,  among  other  advantages  sur- 
rendered to  Great  fintain  as  equivalents  for  advan- 
tages gained,  was  the  right  of  trading  with  the 
Indians  withm  the  limits  of  our  territory.*  This 
right,  thus  acquired,  she  took  care  to  exercise  to 
tlie  greatest  extent,  even  to  the  present  time, 
thuui^h  the  right  itself  expired  with  the  commence- 
ment of  hostuities  in  1812.  It  has  always  been  a 
leading;  feaUixe  in  the  Canadian  policy  to  encour- 
age this  trade  with  the  Indians,  and  maintain  aa 
.atilueQce  over  them.  Hence  talks  were  peri- 
odically held,  and  presents  annually  distributed 
among  the  Indians,  t  Presents  were  sometimes, 
too,  received  from  the  Indians.  Mr.  F.  remem- 
bered reading  an  account  of  a  very  rare  present, 
some  years  ago,  from  the  chief  of  one  of  oar  Nor- 
thern tribes  to  the  royal  Qoveraor  of  Canada.  It 
consisted  of  eighty  or  one  hundc^  humaa  scalps, 
nicely  dried  and  hooped,  torn  from  the  heads  of 
men,  women,  aad  chudrea,  in  the  war  ii^  which 
Harmer  and  St  Clair  were  defeated.  Sir,  the 
Indians  hare  been  induced  every  year  to  visit  Mai- 
den and  other  posts  in  Canada.     From  these 

*  The  right  of  trade  with  the  Indisnt  was  first 
guarantied  to  each  other  by  the  English  and  French, 
m  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  as  early  as  the  year  1713. 
The  Nortbwcit  Company  was  established  in  the  year 

1793. 

tMftekeniie  says:  «8t.  Joseph's  Island  is  a  place 
of  no  trade,  wad  the  Indians  visit  there  only  to  receive 
the  preaeou  which  GovernneDt  aUows  them.  That 
tbe  Americans  pay  very  little  attention  to  the  Indians ; 
^ai  that  the  British  eommsnders,  in  the  name  of  their 
uther,  distribute  presents  aiaong  them. 


places  they  always  return  laden  with  presents, 
and  with  tneir  minds  poisoned  against  our  people. 
In  the  year  1815,  we  are  told,  that  between  three 
and  four  thousand  of  them,  from  our  Northern 
tribes,  visited  Maiden  and  Drummond's  Island 
alone ;  and,  at  these  two  places,  upwards  of  ninety- 
five  thousand  dollars,  in  presents,  were  distributed 
among  them.  Not  a  year  has  passed  since  1794 
but  presents  have  been  given  to  these  savages 
greater  in  amount  than  the  sum  asked  for  the 
prosecution  of  this  expedition,  and  this  course  of 
policy  has  ffiven  to  the  British  Government  com- 
plete control  over  the  numerous  tribes  of  warlike 
sava^  that  swarm  in  our  Northern  forests.  How 
this  mfluence  has  been  exercised  the  bloody  pages 
of  our  history  will  tell.  Sir,  every  Indian  war 
that  has  harassed  our  frontiers,  from  the  Revolu- 
tion down  to  the  present  time,  was  brought  upon 
us  by  this  influence.  Who,  that  is  at  all  conver- 
sant with  British  history  but  remembers  even  the 
debates  in  Parliament  upon  the  policy  of  employ- 
ing the  Indians  against  us,  when  a  few  with  souls 
awve  the  rest,  in  strains  of  indignant  eloquence 
denoanced  the  practice  as  cruel,  inhuman,  and 
diabolical.  *  Sir,  was  it  not  said  to  be  the  same 
kiad  of  influence  that  brought  on  the  war  which 
was  terminated  by  General  Wayne?  Was  it  not 
the  like  influence  that  turned  the  savages  loose 
upon  our  defenceless  frontiers  in  1811?  Is  it  not 
known  that,  at  the  battle  of  Tippecanoe  were 
found,  in  the  hands  of  the  Indians,  English  rifles. 
English  tomahawks,  and  scalping-knives  ?  Ana 
ammunition  was  supplied  from  me  same  source. 
All  this  took  place  before  hostilities  commenced 
with  Great  Britain  in  1812. 

This,  said  Mr.  F,  is  not  all.  This  same  influence 
brought  on  the  Creek  war  in  the  South  ;t  the  first 
spark  of  that  war  was  kindled  by  the  breath  of  the 
prophet  from  the  North ;  the  first  blood  spilt  was 
oy  the  hands  of  a  few  stragglers,  returning  from 
the  North,  where  they  had  caught  the  spirit  of  hos- 
tility. If  we  go  back,  even  beyond  tne  Revolu- 
tion, we  will  find  that  the  same  icind  of  influence, 
though  in  difiereat  hands,  always  moved  the  In- 
dians in  their  wars  against  us.  The  war  in  which 
Braddock  fell,  and  Washington  rose^the  war  in 
which  Putnam  sufiered,  were  produced  by  the 
same  means.  Now,  sir,  count  the  expenses  of 
these  wb;»  ;  estimate  the  cost  of  the  last  one  we 
had,  and  it  will  exceed  by  twenty-fold  the  cost  of 
the  expediiions  in  question.  And,  sir,  will  you 
make  no  effort  to  destroy  an  influence  so  prolific 
in  wars,  in  bloodshed,  and  destruction  1  Justice 
demands  it;  humanity  calls  for  it;  and  true  econ- 


•The  Earl  of  Chatham,  in  1777,  speaking  of  the 
Ministers,  said,  <<  They  have  let  the  savages  of  Amer- 
ica loose  upon  their  innocent  unofiiMiding  brethren ; 
loose  upon  the  wcakt  the  aged,  and  defenceless ;  on 
old  men,  women,  and  children;  on  the  very  babes 
upon  the  breast,  to  be  cut,  mangled,  sacrificed,  broiled, 
roasted ;  nay,  to  be  literally  eat.  These,  my  lord,  are 
the  allies  Great  Britain  now  has !" 

t  Lord  Tonyn,  when  Governor  of  Bast  Florida,  in 
a  proclamation,  oflered  a  reward  for  every  American 
scalp  delivered  to  persons  appointed  to  receive  them* 


1787 

H.  OP  R. 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1788 


Military  AppropriatioM, 


April,  1820. 


omy  dictates  it.  Sir,  it  is  a  matter  of  no  surprbe 
that  the  British  Go vemmeot  should  strive  to  retain 
this  influence;  it  has  been  of  too  much  conse- 
quence to  them  to  let  it  pass  out  of  their  hands 
without  a  struggle.  Hence  the  stand  that  was 
made  at  Ghent  upon  this  subject.  In  that  nego- 
tiation, they  asked  not  merely  for  a  renewal  of  the 
right  to  trade  with  the  Inaians  in  the  manner 
formerly  acquired  by  Jay's  Treaty.  No ;  that 
would  have  left  the  power  of  future  control  in  our 
hands ;  but,  by  fixing  a  boundary  between  us  and 
the  Indians,  their  influence  over  the  savages  would 
have  been  complete  in  their  hands ;  and  we  know 
how  it  has  been  exercised.  But,  sir.  the  scheme 
at  Ghent  failed ;  the  Indian  trade  within  our  lim- 
its was  lost  to  the  British ;  and,  sir,  the  object  of 
this  expedition  is  to  destroy  their  influence  too, 
and  thereby  afibrd  the  best  protection  to  our  fron- 
tiers. The  necessity  of  this  measure  was  seen  and 
felt  during  the  last  war,  by  the  Government,  and 
by  our  sufiering  settlements.  The  Fourteenth 
Cfongress  saw  it,  and  acted  upon  it :  they  passed 
an  act,  29th  April,  1816,  regulating  the  trade  with 
the  Indians,  bv  the  last  section  of  which  the  Pres- 
ident was  autnorized  to  use  the  military  forces  of 
the  nation  to  execute  the  law.  This  law  contains 
the  policy  of  this  expedition — it  is  a  wise  policy, 
and,  I  hope,  will  prove  a  successful  one. 

But  gentlemen  may  ask,  how  is  it  to  be  exe- 
cuted ?  Sir,  by  driving  out  the  British  traders, 
now  scattered  over  the  territory  within  our  limits, 
and  keeping^  them  out  b^  a  chain  of  posts.  Their 
most  valuable  trade  is  within  our  line ;  the  richest 
and  rarest  furs  on  this  continent,  it  is  said,  are 
produced  and  taken  on  the  head  waters  of  the 
Missouri.  This  is  confirmed  by  Lewis  and  Clarke. 
Several  of  the  trading  establishments  of  the  Hud- 
son Bay  Company  are  south  of  the  49th  parallel  of 
latitude.  Drive  out  these  traders,  and  turn  the 
trade  into  our  own  hands.  This  will  at  once 
ffive  us  the  control  of  the  Indians ;  for  whoever 
has  their  trade  holds  the  cord  that  binds  them. 
Trade  is  every  thing  to  them.  ^  Withhold  their 
trade,"  said  Colonel  Atkinson,  in  his  letter  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  "and  you  bring  them  to  any 
terms.  Afford  it,  and  you  make  them  do  any 
thing."  But,  gentlemen  may  say,  trade  is  a  civil 
pursuit ;  why  use  the  military  ?  Sir,  not  only  to 
be  able  to  drive  out  the  persons  just  allodea  to, 
but  also  to  make  a  display  of  our  power  to  the  sav* 
ages.  It  cannot  be  denied  but  tne  policy  of  the 
British  has  been  to  make  the  Indians  believe  that 
they  are  the  great  Power,  and  that  we  are  a  poor 
and  feeble  set  of  people.  In  this  these  tribes  should 
be  undeceived.  We  should  show  them  that  we 
too  have  forts,  soldiers,  and  bi|^  guns :  then  they 
will  tesLT  us  and  respect  uv.  Again,  the  military 
is  necessary  to  expd  another  class  of  traders ;  a 
vagabond  and  abandoned  set  ofmen,  from  Canada 
and  the  United  States,  called  private  traders. 

It  is  the  conduct  of  these  wretches  that  impresses 
the  Indians  with  mistaken  ideas  of  our  people : 
they  abuse  each  other,  cheat  the  Indians,  and 
foment  quarrels.  This  class  of  men  are  well  de- 
scribed in  a  very  sensible  letter  from  Major  Tho- 
mas Biddle  to  Colonel  Atkinson,  (from  which  Mr. 


F.  read  several  extracts.)  These  wretches  must 
be  driven  out  from  among  the  Indians,  and  the 
trade  confined  to  honest  and  fair  dealers.  There 
are  still  other  important  objects  that  may  be  ac- 
complished by  these  expeditions  up  the  Missouri 
and  Mississippi  rivers.  Some  of  tnem  are  stated 
in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  sub- 
ject. The  opposers  of  this  ^pedition  have  laughed 
at  these,  as  wild  and  chimerical.  For  bis  part, 
Mr.  F.  said,  he  saw  nothing  in  them  impracticable. 

Sir,  it  is  in  this  way  you  are  to  protect  your 
frontiers,  by  annihilating  the  very  causes  that 
hitherto  produced  the  Indian  wars ;  and  if  by  ac- 
cident an  Indian  war  does  come  upon  us,  they  will 
not  be  able  to  injure  us  as  much  as  formerly ;  for 
where  will  they  get  supplies  of  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion ?  Their  trade  with  Canada  is  cut  off,  and  we 
will  hardly  furnish  them  with  instruments  of  de- 
struction to  wield  against  ourselves. 

Sir,  a  few  words  as  to  the  value  of  this  trade :  that 
it  is  very  valuable  we  all  know,  but  the  amount 
of  its  profits  is  hidden  from  us.  It  is  valuable  to 
the  Bntish,  as  furnishinff  rich  materials  for  their 
manufoctures,  and  as  affording  an  article  of  com- 
merce in  their  Eastern  trade.  It  will  be  valuable 
to  us  in  the  same  way.  Bv  furnishing  materials 
for  our  manufactures.  It  will  be  the  best  protection 
they  could  ask ;  and  such  of  the  peltry  as  is  not 
used  in  our  own  country,  will  supply  the  place  of 
specie  in  the  China  trade.  We  hear  complaints 
from  every  quarter  that  the  China  trade  drains 
the  country  of  specie,  and  it  will  continue  to  do 
so  unless  we  can  find  a  substitute  for  Spanish 
milled  dollars ;  and,  sir,  here  is  a  substitute — ^to 
the  amount  of  this  article  supplied  in  that  trade. 
that  amount  in  specie  will  you  retain  at  home. 

Sir,  there  are  still  other  advantages  to  flow  to 
from  these  expeditions.  Science  will  receive  new 
lights ;  new  resources  of  our  country  may  be  dis- 
covered, and  every  department  of  natural  history 
may  be  enlarged.  To  the  friends  of  Indian  civil- 
ization it  opens  the  way  for  the  execution  of  their 
humane  plans.  The  Indians  will  be  brought  in 
contact,  as  it  were,  with  us,  and  from  the  inter- 
course that  follows  they  will  learn  some  of  the  hab- 
its and  arts  of  civilization. 

These  remarks,  said  Mr.  F.,  rmrd  only  the 
policy  and  expediency  of  this  expedition,  and  the 
advantaees  to  flow  from  it.  Much  fault  has  been 
found  of  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been  con- 
ducted: corruption  and  fiivoritism  have  heenal- 
le^d.  If  it  is  so,  I  will  only  say,  let  grentlemen 
bnng  the  actors  to  light ;  expose  and  punish  them  : 
but  let  them  not  urge  these  as  objections  to  the 
measure.  If  the  measure  is  ri^ht  in  itself^  error> 
in  its  execution  cannot  make  it  wrong.  Correct 
the  errors,  and  let  it  proceed. 

Mr.  CocKB  next  spoke,  at  considerable  length, 
against  the  further  prosecution  of  the  expedition. 
He  denied  the  advantages  calculated  to  result  from 
its  further  progress.  He  condemned,  also,  the 
manner  in  which  the  expedition  had  been  prose- 
cuted; contending  that,  if  necessary  at  aJJ^  it 
ought  to  have  been  by  the  way  of  the  Lakes,  at 
the  head  of  which  was  the  seat  of  that  fcHcign  in- 
fluence among  the  Indians,  which  it  was  the  prin- 
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cipal  alleged  object  of  this  expedition  to  counter- 
act,  Ax. 

Mr.  Brown  replied  to  some  of  the  remarks  of 
Mr.  Storrs.  Ir  it  had  been  intended  that  this 
House  alone  decide  on  questions  relating  to  ap- 
propria  tioos,  the  Constitution  would  have  so  pro- 
vided. But  it  does  not;  and  he,  therefore,  not 
considering  that  objection  which  appealed  to  the 
pride  of  opinion  of  this  House  as  of  any  weight, 
proceeded  to  show  why,  in  his  opinion,  it  was 
wise  to  extend  this  expedition  further,  Ike.  He 
considered  the  concurrence  of  the  views  of  the 
Senate  with  those  of  the  Executive  in  support  of 
this  measare  as  an  argument  in  its  favor,  rather 
than  against  it. 

Mr.  Warfield  next  addressed  the  House.  He 
considered  the  measure  unnecessary,  and  in  hos- 
tility to  the  best  interests  of  the  country.  He  dis- 
claimed any  intention  indiscriminately  to  oppose 
the  measures  proposed  by  any  Department  or  the 
Grovemment,  intimating  that  he  snould.  on  every 
such  question,  judge  and  act  for  himself.  But  he 
proceeded  to  ^ow,  by  a  variety  of  arguments, 
why  he  thought  that  the  advantages  which  had 
been  anticipated  from  this  expedition  would  not 
be  realized ;  and  why,  therefore,  he  could  not  vote 
in  favor  of  it.  He  was  of  opinion,  also,  that,  were 
the  ultimate  object  of  the  expedition  reached,  by 
its  arrival  at  the  Mandan  Villages,  the  whole  force 
would  be  in  imminent  danger  or  being  entirely 
cut  off  by  Che  Indians,  dtc. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  disagreeing 
to  the  amendment,  and  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive. 

The  Committtee  of  the  Whole  then  rose.  The 
House  concurred  in  the  disagreement  to  the  first 
amendment  without  a  division. 

The  question  on  concurring  in  the  disagree- 
ment to  the  second  amendment,  f  that  which  in- 
cludes a  supposed  appropriation  lor  the  further 
prosecution  of  the  Missouri  expedition,)  was  de- 
cided by  yeas  and  nays,  (which  were  required  by 
Mr.  SiamNS.)  The  result  was — ^for  concurring 
in  the  disagmment,  90;  against  such  concur- 
rence, 68,  as  follows : 

YsAS — Mtmnu.  Abbot,  Adamt,  Alexander,  Allen  of 
MassachiiMttSv  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Vir- 
ginia, Baker,  Ball,  Barboar,  Bateman,  Bayly,  Beech- 
er,  Bryan,  Buffom,  Burton,  Bnrwell,  Butler  of  New 
Hmmfihin,  Campbell,  Cannon,  Clegvtt,  Cobb,  Cocke, 
Cra^  Crawford,  Colbreth,  Cnlpeper,  Darlington,  Da- 
vidflon.  Bowse,  Earle,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut, 
Edwards  of  PennsyNania,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina, 
Fay,  Floyd,  Foot,  Garnett,  Gross  of  PennsyWania, 
Hall  of  Delaware,  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Hardin, 
Hemphill,  Heirick,  Htbehman,  Hooks,  Jones  of  Ylr* 
g^nia,  Kendall,  Lathrop,  Lincoln,  Linn,  Livermore, 
McCoy,  MeCreary,  Mallary,  Marchand,  Mercer,  R. 
Moore,  Ifonell,  Morton,  Murray,  Neale,  Nelson  of 
Masaacfcuaetts,  Orerstreet,  Phelps,  Pindall,  Plamer, 
Rankin,  Reed,  Richards,  Richmond,  Robertson,  Ross, 
Shaw,  Sloan,  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Southard, 
Storrs,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Terrell, 
Tomlioaon,  Tracy,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Tyler, 
Walker,  Wallace,  Warfield,  and  Williams  of  North 
Carolina* — 90, 

Nay* — Messrs.  AUen  of  New  York,  Allen  of  Ten- 


nessee, Anderson,  Baldwin,  Bloomfield,  Boden,  Brown, 
Brash,  Case,  Clark,  Cook,  Crowell,  Cashman,  Cutb- 
bert,  Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Ervin,  Fisher,  Ford,  Fnller- 
ton.  Gross  of  New  York,  Hsckley,  Hall  of  New  York, 
Hendricks,  Hill,  Holmes.  Hostetter,  Jones  of  Tennes- 
see, Kinsey,  Lowndes,  Lyman,  Maday,  McLean  of 
Kentucky,  Mason,  Meech,  Meigs,  Metcalf,  8.  Moore, 
Moseley,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Parker  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Parker  of  Virginia,  Patterson,  Philson, 
Pitcher,  Quarles,  Rhea,  Rich,  Rogers,  Sampson,  Saw- 
yer, Sergeant,  Settle,  Bilsbee,  Simkins,  Smith  of  New 
Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  A. 
Smyth  of  Virginia,  Street,  Strong  of  New  York, 
Strother,  Swearingen,  Tompkins,  Wendover  and 
Wood— 67. 

So  both  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  were 
disagreed  to. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  that  the 
House  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  respecting  an  uniform  mode 
of  election  of  electors  and  representatives,  dbc. 

The  House  refused  to  take  it  op,  and  then  ad- 
journed. 

Thursday,  April  6. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  which  was  referred  the 
amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  en- 
titled "An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  sup- 
port of  Government  for  the  year  1820,"  made  a 
report  thereon ;  which  was  readj  and,  together 
with  the  said  amendments,  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to-day. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  same  committee,  also  re- 
ported a  bill  lor  the  relief  of  John  Steele;  which 
was  read  twice  and  committed  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  last  appointed. 

Mr.  Bbboher  moved  that  the  House  do  now 
poceed  to  consider  the  resolution  submitted  by 
Mr.  Brush  on  the  23d  Febraarv  last,  in  relation 
to  the  northern  boundary  line  of  the  State  of  Ohio ; 
and  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative. 

The  resolution  from  the  Senate,  fixing  a  day  for 
the  adjournment  of  Congress  (tne  24th  instant) 
was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Gross,  of  New  York,  moved  to  refer  it  to 
the  committee  yesterday  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  fixing  on  an  earlier  than  the 
Constitutional  day  for  the  meeting  of  Congress. 

Mr.  TaTLOR  then  moved  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of  the  resolution  to  Monday  the  17th 
instant. 

After  some  debate,  this  motion  was  decided  in 
the  negative— -yeas  77,  nays  73. 

Mr.  Gross's  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Barbour  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for 
one  day : 

Resolved,  That  the  following  be  added  to  the  stand- 
ing rules  of  this  House,  to  wit :  "  No  petition  fhall  be 
received  at  the  first  session  of  any  Congress,  except 
within  the  first  ninety  days  thereof;  nor  at  the  second, 
or  any  sabeeooent  session, except  within  the  first  sixty 
days  thereof. 
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Mr.  CoBjB  moved  that  the  House  do  now  proceed 
to  consider  the  resolution  submitled  by  him  at  the 
present  session,  proposing  an  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  in  rdation  to 
appointments  to  office.  The  motion  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative. 

The  SpfiA.K£R  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  reports  of  the 
Chief  Engineer,  of  the  Colonel  of  Ordmance,  and 
of  the  Second  and  Third  Auditors,  with  sundry 
aecompanYing  documents,  which  contain  the  in- 
formation in  relation  to  contracts  which  have  been 
made  for  the  building  or  repairing  of  fortifications, 
arsenals,  and  magazines,  since  the  year  1815,  as 
required  by  the  resolution  of  this  House  on  the  1st 
instant ;  which  letter  and  reports  were  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

LOAN  OF  PUBLIC  MUNITIONS, 

Mr.  SsBOBAMT)  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, who  were  instructed,  on  the  lith  ultimo, 
to  inquire  whether  anv,  and,  if  any,  what,  ipea- 
sures  are  nece3sary  to  be  taken  for  the  gxeater  se- 
curity of  debts  due  to  the  United  States,  in  conse- 
quence of  certain  loans  of  powder,  lead,  and  other 
munitions  belonging  to  the  Government,  having 
been  made  to  private  citizens,  by  any  officer  of  the 
United  States,  made  a  report  thereon ;  which  was 
read,  and  the  resolution  therein  contained  was  con- 
curred in  by  the  House.     The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  the  Jadiciary,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred a  resolutiooi  of  the  14th  of  March^  directing 
them  to  inquire  whether  any,  anJ,  if  any,  what,  mea- 
sures are  necessary  to  be  taken  for  the  greater  security 
of  debts  due  the  United  States  in  consequence  of  cer- 
tain loans  of  powder,  lead,  and  other  munitions,  be- 
longing to  Government,  having  been  made  to  private 
citizens  by  any  officer  of  the  United  States,  report, 
That  they  have  had  the  said  resolution  under  consid- 
eration, and  have  examined  the  several  eases  to  which 
it  is  supposed  more  particularly  to  refor,  as  they  have 
been  communicated  to  the  House  by  the  Becretaiy 
of  War.  The  liability  of  those  who  have  beio  con- 
cerned in  these  loans  is  already  determined  by  the 
contracts  and  by  the  existing  laws ;  and  the  commit- 
tee believe  that  it  could  not  now  be  incressed  by  any 
act  of  legislation.  How  far  it  might  be  proper,  by  any 
expression  of  opinion  or  otherwise,  to  endeavor  to 
restrain  the  practice  for  the  future,  it  is  not  referred  to 
the  committee  to  consider.  If,  however,  any  provision 
on  this  part  of  the  subject  be  deemed  expedient,  the 
committee  would  respectfully  suggest  that  it  belongs 
more  properly  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Afbirs, 
who  have  the  best  means  of  judging  what  the  public 
service  may  in  such  cases  require. 

The  remedies  already  provided  by  law  for  the  recov- 
ery of  the  debts  growing  out  of  the  loans  appear  to 
the  committee  to  be  sitiSeient  for  the  parpoaa,  and 
the  application  of  them,  depending,  of  coune,  upon  a 
variety  of  cironmstances  unknown  to  Uie  cammittee, 
is  for  the  Executive  department  of  the  Governaent. 
They  therefore  submit  the  following  resolution : 

Resohed,  That  the  committee  he  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  subject. 

APPROPRIATION  BILLS. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  on  the  Senate's  amendments  to  the 


bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Gov- 
ernment ;  and  some  discussion  took  place  on  them. 

The  Committee  reported  to  the  House  their 
agreement  to  soine  amendments,  and  disagreement 
to  others. 

The  House  concurred  in  disagreeing  to  two  of 
the  amendments :  that  which  increases  the  salary 
of  the  Attornev  General's  clerk  from  800  to  $1000, 
and  that  whicn  proposes  an  appropriation  of  $15,- 
000  to  pay  certain  balances  due  tp  old  collectors 
of  the  internal  revenue. 

The  amendment  which  anpropriates  the  sum  of 
$15,000  to  indemnify  John  SteeLe,  Collector  of  the 
port  of  Philadelphia,  against  a  judgment  obtained 
against  him  for  a  certain  seizure  made  in  the  exe- 
cution of  his  public  duties,  was  stricken  out,  on 
recommendation  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  to  the  end  that  it  might  be  included  in  a 
separate  bill ;  the  committee  being  of  opinion,  as 
stated  by  the  chairman,  (Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,) 
that  such  claims  should  he  provided  for  by  separate 
bills,  and  no  longer  be  included  in  the  general  ap- 
propriation bills,  as  heretofore  the  practice. 

The  other  amendments  of  the  Senate  were 
agreed  to. 

The  bill  reported  this  morning,  by  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  for  the  relief  of  John 
Steele,  havmg  passed  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
was  also  reported  to  the  House.  The  question  was 
then  stated  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Baldwin  moved  to  lay  the  lull  on  the  table, 
on  the  ground  that  he  was  not  aUe  to  see  why  bills 
for  the  relief  of  collectors  should  be  allowed  to  pass 
as  matter  of  course,  when  the  claims  of  other  citi- 
zens ei|)erienced  a  fate  so  «itirely  difierent.  He 
was  desirous  to  place  all  claims  on  the  same  foot- 
ing as  to  the  mode  of  proceeding  on  Uiem. 

On  the  question  to  lay  the  bul  on  the  tahle,  the 
House  was  so  divided,  that  the  Speaker's  vote 
would  have  turned  the  scale.  He  was  opposed  to 
laying  the  bill  on  the  table,  and  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

The  Senate's  amendment  to  the  bill  maVipg  an- 
propriationsfor  the  public  buildings,  passed  throu^ 
a  Conimittee  of  the  Whole,  And  was  coocurred  m 
by  the  House.  [This  amendment  appropriates 
^,400  formakixig  alteration  in  the  Senate  Cham- 
ber.] 

MAU60LBUM  TO  GBN.  WA^INQTOfC. 

Mr.  EwiNG.  of  South  Carolina,  submiUed  the 
following  resolutions : 

Resoltfed,  hy  the  Senate  and  Hini^e  of  Kepreeen* 
taiivei  of  the  Untied  Statu  of  America  in  Cot^;re$9 
aeepnbkd.  That  the  Prepident  of  spud  States  be  ie» 
qaested  to  take  memsures  to  obtain  from  die  hononM 
Bushrod  Washington  the  body  of  tho  la^e  Gen«al 
Qeorge  Washington  ;  and,  if  obtained,  that  he  cause 
to  be  erected  over  it,  in  the  Capitol  aquara,  e«t  of  tho 
Cap^ol*  s  suitabte  mauaoleam,  with  inaenptio&s  em- 
blematical of  the  principal  ereaU  of  his  military  and 
political  life. 

Revived,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Statet 

be  authorised  to  give  the  sum  of dollars  &r  the 

best  plan  of  a  mausoleum ;  which  plan  of  a  ouuuo- 
leum,  and  the  inscriptions  Uiereon,  shall  be  spoored 
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by  the  President  of  the  United  St&tef,  the  Preiident 
of  the  Senate,  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repreient- 
ativee,  the  Chief  Justice,  the  Secretaries  of  the  differ- 
ent Departmenta,  and  the  Attorney  General,  or  a  ma- 
jority of  them. 

Be  it  further  resolved.  That  the  President  do  cause 
to  be  procured  an  equestrian  statue  of  bronze  of  Gen* 
eral  George  Washington,  to  be  executed  by  some  emi* 
nent  artist,  which  shall  be  placed  on  the  top  of  the 
said  fflausoieam,  in  the  centre  buiidiog  of  the  Capitol, 
or  in  any  other  place  within  the  public  sqoarsi  which, 
hf  a  majori^  of  the  persons  in  the  preceding  resolu- 
tion referred  to»  shell  be  deemed  most  suitable. 

And  be  it  further  reeoked.  That  a  committee  be 
appointed  to  bring  in  a  bili  to  make  the  necessary  ap- 
propriations of  money  to  carry  into  execution  the  ob- 
jects contemplated  in  the  preceding  resolutions. 

Mr.  Ervin  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  coBsider  it  among  the  fortunate 
incidents  of  my  life  that  I  have  the  honor  of  a  seat 
in  the  great  council  of  my  country^  and  enjoy  an 
opportunitj  to  vote  for  a  statue  and  monument  to 
General  George  Washington,  late  President  of 
the  United  States ;  not,  sir,  in  the  hope  to  confer 
honor,  or  to  perpetuate  the  fame  of  this  great  man, 
but  to  join  m  manifesting  to  the  worM  and  the 
latest  posterity  our  admiratbn  and  gratitude  for 
his  eminent  virtues  and  most  distinguished  ser- 
vices. 

It  is  not  my  intention ;  najr,  it  is  unnecessary 
to  repeat  any  considerable  portion  of  his  history  to 
this  enlightened  assembly — ^it  lives  in  our  memo- 
ories.  it  dwelb  upon  our  tongues :  or  his  virtues, 
for  they  are  embalmed  in  the  bosom  of  our  affec- 
tions. To  their  narration  I  can  impart  no  new 
ornament ;  for,  in  their  praise,  eloquence  has  poured 
forth  all  her  eulogiums,  and  even  panegyric  itself 
has  been  exhausted. 

Nor  is  it,  sir,  for  the  purpose  of  mere  idle  declama- 
tion that  I  hope  to  claim  the  attention  of  this  hon- 
orable body  to  the  resolutions  which  I  have  done 
myself  the  nonor  to  present.  Considerations  more 
momentous  have  innuenced  me.  The  storm  has 
not  yet  wholly  subsided  which  latelv  threatened, 
not  only  the  peace  and  tranquillity,  but  the  union 
of  these  States.  To  the  motives  of  common  secu- 
rity and  conunon  interest  which  have  so  happily 
and  gbriously  united  us,  I  wish,  if  possible,  to  add 
those  of  sentiment  and  kindred  sympathy ;  and  I 
know  of  nothing  more  calculated  to  oeget  the  one 
or  awaken  ^e  other,  than  to  entomb  the  father  of 
our  coontry  in  a  mausoleum,  with  inscriptions 
emblematical  of  the  great  events  of  his  political 
and  military  life,  erected  at  the  national  expense. 
Cold,  inaeed,  will  be  that  heart  which  could 
ever  approach  it,  without  exp^iencing  mingled 
emotions  of  veneration  and  respect.  The  wise, 
good,  and  oppressed  from  ev^y  clime,  will  come 
and  survey,  with  wonder  and  delight,  the  grati- 
tude oi  the  American  people  to  him  "  who  was 
first  in  war,  first  in  peace,  and  first  in  the  hearts 
of  his  countrymen." 

At  its  pedestal  the  ambitious  will  learn  the  vast 
difference  between  promoting  the  glory  and  hap- 
piness of  millions  of  freemen,  and  that  of  mere 
personal  aggrandizement.  Whilst  statues,  monu- 
ments, andthe  applause  of  unborn  millions,  will 
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be  the  soul-ennobling  reward  of  virtuous  ambition 
in  the  one  case,  they  will  behold  the  other  sitting 
upon  the  ruins  of  Carthage,  more  emblematical  of 
fallen  greatness  than  the  yery  ruins  which  sur- 
rounded it.  They  will  folbw  it  in  its  flight  from  the 
bloody  plains  of  Pharsalia,  and  behold  it  naked, 
lifeless,  friendless,  and  inurned  on  Egypt's  sultry 
shore ;  they  will  see  it  for  a  few  splendid  years 
awing  the  world — then  behold  it  stript  of  imperial 
power  and  splendor,  cut  off  from  all  the  endearing 
sympathies  of  our  nature,  our  consolation  in  mis- 
fortune, and  exiled  to  a  rock  in  the  great  Pacific 
ocean. 

Here,  sir,  when  we  who  are  now  guiding  the 
destinies  of  our  country  will  be  silent  m  the  dust, 
our  children  from  the  North  and  the  South,  from 
the  East  and  the  West,  will  meet  in  mournful  si- 
lence ;  the  great  events  of  the  Revolution  will  pass 
in  solemn  review  before  them;  the  disasters  of 
defeat,  and  the  triumphs  of  victory.  They  will 
behold  the  man  whose  cause  I  now  advocate,  jgui- 
ding  the  storm  and  directing  the  energies  of  an 
injured  people,  determined  to  be  free.  They  will 
remember  tne  joint  exertions,  the  kindred  blood 
which  flowed  to  purchase  our  freedom,  and  will 
kneel  around  it.  and  with  full  hearts  swear  to 
transmit  the  ricn  inheritance  unimpaired  to  their 
latest  posterity. 

All  the  enlightened  nations  of  antiquity  consid- 
ered it  a  duty  not  only  to  commemorate  the  vir- 
tuous deeds,  but  to  perpetuate  to  their  posterity  the 
very  form  and  appearance  of  their  illustrious  aead. 
To  this  end  all  their  literature  and  arts  were  equally 
subservient.  On  the  one  hand,  whilst  history  re- 
corded, and  eloquence  rendered  immortal,  their 
virtues  and  warlike  achievements;  on  the  other 
hand,  the  marble,  decorated  with  the  ornaments 
of  drapery,  seemed  to  breathe  under  the  chisel  of 
the  artist,  and  an  artificial  form  on  canvass  was 
almost  penciled  into  life— dividing  empire  with 
the  eraye,  and  handing  down  to  posterity  the  ven- 
erate imag[e  of  the  benefactors  of  their  country. 
Hence  the  incentive  to  ereat  actions ;  hence  that 
undaunted  courage  whicn  made  them  superior  to 
the  dangers  of  the  field ;  and  hence  that  noble 
emulation  which  stimulated  them  to  aspire  after 

fenerous  fame  and  everlasting  renown,  when  they 
new,  and  acted  under  the  influence  of  that  knowl- 
edge, that  they  would  survive  the  decay  of  nature, 
and  be  seen  and  venerated  in  other  times. 

Do  we  fear  the  amount  of  the  expenditure? 
Quadruple  the  sum  expended  whilst  debating  the 
Missouri  question,  wiu  cover  the  amount  neces- 
sary. But,  admitting  it  should  be  more,  will  my 
country  promise,  and  promise,  and  never  perform  ? 
On  the  17th  of  August,  1783,  in  the  moment  of 
triumph,  when  the  services  of  w  asbinoton  called 
forth  universal  expressions  of  grateful  feeling,  the 
Continental  Congress  unanimously  voted  him  ui 
equestrian  bronze  statue ;  but,  notwithstanding  his 
virtues  and  gr^t  achievements,  he  had  the  morti- 
fication to  outlive  the  gratitude  of  his  country,  for 
it  has  never  been  procured. 

In  1799,  after  having  done  all  the  good  in  his 
power,  and  he  was  summoned  to  join  the  general 
congress  of  virtue  above,  remember  the  pledge  that 
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was  given  to  this  mighty  people,  who  were  then  j 
in  tears.  Your  chair,  sir,  was  shrouded  in  black ; 
the  then  Congress,  in  a  body;,  waited  on  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  in  condolence  for  the 
national  loss.  They  requested  of  his  illustrious, 
disconsolate  consort,  the  body  of  the  Father  of  our 
Country,  which  was  assented  to ;  and  in  May  of 
the  subsequent  year  a  bill  was  introduced  into  this 
House  to  erect  over  it  a  mausoleum.  And  what, 
let  me  ask,  has  been  done  ?  Other  revolutionary 
claims  have  been  adjusted  ;  but  this  ^reat  national 
debt  of  gratitude  yet  remains  to  be  paid.  The  eyes 
of  the  world  are  upon  us.  The  affection  of  the 
American  people  demands  it ;  and  will  you  not 
gratify  them?  Will  you  justify  the  imputation 
of  the  charge  of  ingratitude,  whicn  history  informs 
us  is  the  vice  of  Kepublics  ?  Will  you,  in  mo- 
ments of  joy  or  sorrow,  when  the  soul  is  animated 
or  melted  with  the  noble,  generous  feelings  of  the 
heart,  decree  statues  and  monuments,  and.  when 
those  feelinp  have  subsided,  suffer  yourselves  to 
be  governed  by  motives  of  a  character  less  meri- 
torious? 

If  you  should  be  thus  unfortunately  influenced, 
authorize  a  national  subscription,  proclaim  to  the 
patriotism  of  the  American  people,  that  money  is 
wanting  to  procure  a  statue  and  erect  a  monument 
to  Washington  :  Riches  would  pour  forth  her 
treasures,  and  thepoor  Revolutionary  soldier,  whose 
heart  has  been  often  cheered  with  his  voice,  whilst 
fighting  the  battles  of  his  country,  will  perform 
his  last  pilgrimage,  and  give  all  he  has  to  give,  his 
tears. 

But,  sir,  I  know  I  may  be  told,  that  apprehen- 
sions are  entertained  for  fear  of  tne  danger  of  the 
precedent :  that  others  less  meritorious  may  wish 
the  like  distinction.  My  regret  is,  sir,  that  the 
annals  of  mankind  have  not  as  yet,  and  I  much 
fear  will  never  produce  such  another  subject  of 
commemoration.  But  if,  in  the  course  of  human 
events,  our  country  should  be  invaded,  and  liberty 
driven  to  her  last  entrenchments,  some  mighty 
genius  should  arise,  whose  victorious  arm  should 
beat  back  the  invading  foe — sweep  them  off  with 
the  besom  of  destruction,  and  redeem  the  sinking 
destinies  of  my  country,  I  would  commemorate 
his  exploits  by  everjr  expression  of  national  grati- 
tude, and  erect  to  his  memory  a  monument  more 
durable  than  the  pyramids  of  the  Nile.    All  these 

florious  exploits,  and  more,  have  been  performed 
y  this  illustrious  man ;  and  if  ever  man  deserved 
the  distinguished  evidence  of  a  nation's  love,  it  is 
Washington.  So  eminent  have  been  his  services, 
that  he  has  been,  and  will  be  throughout  every 
age,  the  theme  of  universal  panegyric. 

The  liberties  of  other  countries  have  been  ac- 
quired by  the  united  exertions  of  numbers ;  but 
whilst  I  justly  admire  and  duly  appreciate  the 
talents,  the  firmness,  and  integrity  of  other  illus- 
trious patriots  ot  the  Revolution,  I  appeal  to  his- 
tory to  saj,  whether  the  liberty  of  this  country  was 
not  acquired  as  much  by  his  skill  and  nrudence, 
as  by  the  force  of  numbers.  At  the  commence- 
ment and  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  remem- 
ber the  difficulties  he  had  to  encounter;  at  the 
head  of  militiamen,  undisciplined,  and  without 


any  motives  for  union  but  those  of  common  danger, 
he  dared  to  oppose  a  Power  whose  veterans  had 
recentl^r  conquered  in  every  clime,  and  whose  flag 
waved  in  proud  triumph  round  the  world.  Han- 
nibal like^  he  soon  converted  the  licentiousness  of 
freemen  mto  the  orderly  discipline  of  the  soldier, 
and  by  superior  military  skill,  drove  his  arrogant 
confident  foe  from  his  encampment  in  Boston. 
On  the  15th  of  November,  1776,  two  thousand 
seven  hundred  of  his  soldiers  were  captured  at  Fort 
Washington.  The  1st  of  Decembtt  of  the  same 
year,  their  term  of  service  having  expired,  twelve 
thousand  more  claimed  their  discharge,  and  left 
him  with  less  than  three  thousand  effective  men ; 
with  this  remnant,  in  the  dead  of  Winter,  and  in 
the  face  of  a  vastlv  superior  force,  he  kept  the 
field,  and  convincea  his  foe  that  although  his  phy- 
sical numbers  were  diminished,  hb  moral  lorce 
was  the  same,  and  that  he  might  destroy,  bfut  could 
never  conquer  freemen. 

At  this  awful  moment,  the  stoutest  hearts  were 
appalled ;  not  only  the  poor  and  humble,  but  the 
rich  and  influential,  gave  up  all  as  lost,  and  num- 
bers claimed  the  protection  of  a  powenul  enemy. 
Yes,  sir,  he  was  forsaken,  and  when  counselled  to 
make  his  own  peace,  he  indignantly  repelled  the 
advice,  and  declared  that  he  would  carry  the  war 
into  the  upper  part  of  his  native  State,  and  if  driven 
from  thence,  he  would  raise  the  standard  of  liberty 
beyond  the  mountains.  Oh  !  my  country,  be  was 
our  father — ^he  was  our  friend.  In  the  most  gloomy- 
moments  of  our  Revolution,  when  all  oar  prospects 
were  darkened — when  hope  herself  was  sinking  in 
despair,  his  great  mind  never  faltered.  No  matter 
what  disaster  befell  you,  no  matter  what  misfortune 
awaited  you,  he  was  faithful :  he  rose  superior  to 
the  one,  and  prepared  with  manly  fortitude  to  en- 
counter the  other;  and  after  enduring  trials  the 
most  afflicting,  and  encountering  dangers  the  most 
appalling,  he  succeeded  in  establishing  the  liberties 
of  his  country,  by  triumphing  over  the  hero  who 
was  nursed  in  arms  on  the  plains  where  Wolfe, 
Montcalm,  and  Montgomery  fell. 

At  the  close  of  the  American  Revolution,  be 
exhibited  to  the  world  a  spectacle  to  which  history 
furnishes  no  parallel.  His  country  was  exhausted ; 
without  union^  without  money,  and  without  cre- 
dit ;  flushed  with  victory,  and  a  gallant  army  at 
command,  like  other  conquerors  he,  tob^  might 
have  taken  advantage  of  the  times,  triumphed  over 
the  rights  of  the  people^  and  ascended  to  empire. 
But,  ambition  stop  thy  mad  career,  and  copy  the 
glorious  example.  Instead  of  fomenting,  he  ap- 
peased and  suppressed  the  discontent  of  an  en- 
raged soldiery ;  and  after  having  led  them  from 
victory  to  victory,  and  dispelled  the  horrors  of  a 
bloody  and  protracted  war.  and  there  was  nothing 
else  ta  conquer  but  himseltor  the  liberties  of  his 
country,  he  stripped  victory  of  her  chains,  em- 
braced tor  the  last  time  his  ofl&cers,  the  comoan- 
ions  of  his  glory,  and  with  tears  in  his  eyes  bid  his 
soldiers  an  everlasting  farewell ;  then  repaired  to 
the  Hall  of  Conmss,  and  resigned  bacs  to  the 
representatives  of  the  people  that  power  which  he 
had  used  on)^  to  redeem  them  and  their  country- 
men from  misery,  from  slavery,  and  from  death. 
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What  American,  within  the  hearing  of  my 
voice,  whose  heart  does  not  melt  with  gratitude  at 
the  name  of  Wasbington  !  What  lan^age  so 
barbarous  as  does  not  speak  his  name !  What  na- 
tion so  distant  as  does  not  resound  with  his  praise ! 
Eminent  without  magnificence;  superior  without 
vanity;  and  elevated  without  pride,  he  was  the 
admiratioD  of  an  astonished  world.  Faithful  to 
his  friends,  generous  to  his  companions,  and  a  phi- 
Ian  thropist  to  the  very  being  of  man,  he  lived 
lored  by  the  good,  caressed  by  the  ^reat,  and 
feared  and  respected  by  his  very  enemies.  Firm 
and  infiezible  m  the  pursuit  of  justice  and  truth, 
he  scorned  equally  simulation  and  detraction. 

Greece  may  tell  of  her  legislators ;  Rome  may 
tell  of  her  heroes,  but  what  age  or  country  can 
boast  a  Washington — a  man  so  renowned  both 
in  peace  and  war?  Leonidas  was  patriotic ;  Aris- 
tides  just;  Hannibal  was  patient;  Fabins  prudent; 
Scipio  was  continent;  Cesar  merciful;  Marcel- 
lus  courageous,  and  Cato  of  inflexible  integrity : 
yet,  these  virtues  yrhich  separately  distinguished 
those  mighty  men  of  antiauity,  were  all  united  in 
the  character  of  this  singular  peatman,  and  raised 
him  above  the  level  of  mankind ;  he  was  so  pre- 
eminent that  envy  never  dared  to  raise  its  malig- 
nant glance  to  the  elevation  of  his  virtues.  Other 
heroes  are  renowned  for  subjugating — ^he  for  liber- 
ating his  country.  Kings  and  Princes  derive  honor 
from  crowns  and  from  sceptres — he,  less  from  the 
splendor  of  station  than  the  dignitv  of  his  own 
mind.  Caesar  and  Pompey,  on  the  plains  of  Phar- 
salia,  competed  for  the  mastery  of  the  world — he, 
amidst  contemporaries  capableof  saving  and  enno- 
bling empires,  ran  his  splendid  career  without  a 
rival  or  competitor.  To  crown  all  his  other  great 
qualities,  and,  if  possible,  to  consecrate  human 
greatness,  he  was  a  christian — not  only  the  favorite 
of  the  earth,  but  we  humbly  hope  of  Heaven. 

WhOst  the  conduct  of  other  great  men  in  public 
life  tend  to  ennoble  the  hero  and  render  illustrious 
the  statesman,  in  private  it  is  cursed  with  every 
vice  which  degrade  the  man.  In  public  life, 
Wasbihqton 's  conduct  was  unrivalled ;  and,  in 
private,  diere  was  not  one  circumstance  of  his 
whole  Ufe  which  virtue  would  blush  to  own.  As, 
in  the  meridian  of  life,  religion  oave  dignity  to 
every  action,  so  in  the  evening  of  his  days,  when 
the  tnraUes  and  perils  of  life  were  past,  it  beamed 
resplendent,  like  the  rainbow  on  the  skirts  of  the 
storm  that  is  gone,  the  blessed  harbinger  of  eternal 
sunshine  in  t£s  realms  of  everlasting  day. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  estimate  still  more  cor- 
rectly the  character  of  this  great  man,  let  us  pause 
for  a  moment,  and  take  a  cursory  view  of  the 
present  unhappy  situation  of  other  countries  and 
people,  compared  with  our  own.  Look  through 
the  extensive  continents  of  Africa  and  Asia,  and 
there  is  not  the  least  vestige  of  learning*  or  lioerty 


*Mr.  E.  is  awtre  of  the  College  of  Fort  Wil- 
liam,  and  the  Bibliotheca  Biblica  In  Bengal,  the  Santa 
Casa  or  Holj  Office  at  Gtoa,  and  the  schools  establish- 
ed at  Sierra  I«eone,  by  the  British  on  the  western 
co«8t  of  Africa  ;  but  the  benefit  which  has  resulted 
from  thosa  eatabliriiments  is  not  yet  perceptible. 


to  be  found,  however  industrious  the  research. 
Egypt,  the  cradle  of  letters,  is  now  the  abode  of 
ignorance  and  fanaticism.  The  descendants  of 
Ham  are  sold  into  every  clime,  and  those  that  re- 
main wither  under  the  despotism  of  chieftains, 
who  consign  them  to  destruction  with  as  little  re- 
morse as  the  rude  storms  of  the  desert  which  rav- 
age their  native  clime. 

Assyria,  once  the  proud  mistress  of  Asia,  has 
long  smce  been  blotted  from  the  face  of  empire. 
Bablyon,  with  her  wall  which  proudly  defied  the 
Persian,  has  mingled  with  the  dust^  and  the  lonely 
traveller  weeps  over  the  ruins  of  Palmyra  witn 
scarcely  a  page  to  tell  its  name. 

Where  are  now  the  sons  of  Abraham,  once  the 
favorites  of  Heaven  ?  They  are  banished  from  the 
land  of  promise,  and,  as  was  prophesied,  are  "sifVed 
among  the  nations  of  the  earth.^' 

Look  into  humbled  Europe,  and  lo !  there  is  not 
one  azure  spot  to  cheer  the  gloom  of  the  political 
horizon.  The  Ottoman  slave  treads,  insensible, 
the  glorious  field  of  Marathon,  ano  despotism 
sways  her  iron  sceptre  at  the  very  Strait  of  Ther- 
mopylae. Persecuted  liberty  has  fled  from  Eng- 
land, the  country  of  Hampden  and  Sydney,  and, 
although  the  workshop  of  the  world,  she  is  cursed 
with  a  debt  which  no  industry  can  redeem.  Po- 
land, martyred  Poland,  with  sixteen  millions  of 
people,  forms  one  of  the  outposts  to  the  empire  of 
the  descendant  of  Magog !  Italy,  the  home  of  the 
Cassars,  and  the  grave  of  the  heroes  of  antiquity, 
cringes  under  the  domination  of  timid  Austria. 
Whilst  France,  generous,  gallant  France,  plun- 
dered and  exhausted,  weeps  over  the  recollection 
of  the  splendor  of  days  that  are  past. 

Then  turn  your  attention  to  this  happy  country, 
"  the  land  of  Washington  and  sky  ot  Franklin ;'' 
the  home  of  the  homeless ;  the  last  refuge  of  op- 
pressed humanity.  Here  agriculture  flourishes; 
our  commerce  whitens  the  ocean,  and  every  wind 
that  blows  wafls  into  our  ports  the  riches  of  every 
clime.  Here  we  find  an  empire  of  laws  whicn 
guards  our  rights,  both  civil  and  religious,  and 
which  knows  no  distinction  but  such  as  merit  con- 
fers and  virtue  approves.  Where  the  poor  man, 
in  the  tattered  garb  of  plebeian  humility,  sits  en- 
throned upon  the  altar  of  justice,  and  tnere  is  no 
titled,  fictitious  greatness  to  injure  or  oppress  him. 

Contrast  this  happy  situation  with  that  of  Eu- 
rope, Asia,  and  Africa :  contrast  it  with  your  own 
situation  under  colonial  servitude;  read  your  Dec- 
laration of  Independence^  and  realize,  if  you  can, 
the  black  catalogue  of  injury  and  oppression  under 
which  you  then  groaned ;  your  petitions  rejected — 
your  complaints  derided  and  suppressed — not  by  a 
redress  of  grievances,  but  by  menaces ;  a  whole 
people  outlawed,  and  given  up  to  military  despo- 
tism ;  then  ask  yourselves  who  neaded  your  armies, 
who  fought  your  battles,  who  most  contributed  to 
raise  you  from  that  state  of  misery  and  dependence, 
and  gave  you  rank  among  the  nations  of  the  earth. 
And  O  my  country,  I  blush  to  think  this  our  great- 
est earthly  friend,  almost  within  sight  of  the  very 
walls  in  which  we  deliberate,  reposes  under  the 
humble  clod  of  the  hill,  without  one  national  stone 
to  tell  posterity  where  he  lies.  I  call  upon  the  ren- 
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erable  patriots  of  the  Revolution,  some  of  whom  I 
yet  see  mingling  in  the  deliberations  of  my  coun- 
try; I  call  upon  the  friends  of  Warren  and  of 
Greene,  of  Mercer.  Sumter.  Marion,  and  Mont- 
ffomery ;  nay,  I  call  upon  tne  Representatives  of 
the  whole  American  people  to  redeem  my  country 
from  such  deep  ingratitude;  and  if  any  remnant  of 
affection  for  Washington  still  lingers  about  the 
heart,  I  know  I  will  not  call  in  vain.    When  did 
your   country  ever  call,  and  he  did  not  obey? 
When  did  it  ever  want  his  aid,  and  he  did  not 
readily  yield  it  his  assistance?    What  is  your 
whole  history?    It  is  but  little  more  than  the  rec- 
ord of  his  obedience,  his  virtues,  and  his  services ; 
and,  painful  to  think,  this  same  history,  whilst  it 
will  record  the  unfeeling  ingratitude  of  his  coun- 
try, will  inform  posterity  that,  for  that  Y&ry  coun- 
try, he  staked  his  life,  determined  to  redeem  it  from 
slavery  or  perish  in  the  attempt    And  can  you-— 
will  you  refuse  to  bury  him?    Oh  no !  Let  us  rise 
up  at  once,  and  with  united  acclaim  decree  him  a 
statue.    Let  us  outstrip  the  march  of  ages,  and 
erect  a  monument,  not  merely  equal  to  our  present 
condition,  but  commensurate  with  the  splendid 
destiny  which  awaits  us.    He  is  the  Father  of  our 
Country ;  let  us  demand  his  body,  and  erect  over 
it  a  mausoleum  at  which  Time  m  his  passage  to 
eternity  will  point  and  tell  to  every  aee  the  elorious 
gratitude  of  the  American  people.    And  when  the 
national  sympathy  shall  be  forgot,  and  the  mem- 
ory of  man  faded  away ;  when  tradition  itself  shall 
have  had  an  end,  and  history  be  regarded  as  the 
splendid  fiction  of  fancy  or  tale  of  romance,  this 
monument  shall  stand  throughout  every  age,  the 
imperishable  evidence  of  his  virtues  and  a  nation's 
love. 

When  Mr.  E.  had  concluded,  the  question  was 
taken  that  the  House  do  now  proceed  to  consider 
the  said  resolves,  and  it  was  decided  in  the  neg- 
ative. 

SAVANNAH  SUFFERERS. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  for  the 
relief  of  certain  sufferers  by  the  late  fire  at  Savan- 
nah. 

Mr.  Reid  moved  to  amend  the  bill  (which  pro- 
poses to  remit  one-fourth  of  the  amount  of  duties 
on  imported  goods  destroyed  by  the  fire)  so  as  to 
provide  for  the  remission  of  the  whole  amount  of 
sueh  duties. 

In  support  of  this  motion,  Mr.  Reid  delivered  a 
speech  or  some  length,  sustaining  himself  by  pre- 
cedents adduced  from  the  statute  book,  as  well  as 
by  arguments  going  to  show  the  equity,  and  ex- 
pediency of  Legislative  interposition,  to  the  extent 
which  he  had  proposed.  He  described  the  extent 
of  this  calamity  in  glowing  terms,  and  invoked  the 
justice  of  this  House,  to  rSieve  tne  sufferers  from 
the  additional  loss  of  the  amount  of  duties  on  goods 
destroyed. 

Mr.  CoTHBERT,  of  Greorgia,  delivered  the  fol- 
lowing observations: 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  entirely  approve  of  the  motion 
before  the  Committee,  and  should  have  proposed 
it  myself,  had  I  not  been  anticipated  by  my  friend 


and  colleague.  Every  reason  which  should  in- 
duce Congress  to  remit  one-fourth,  with  the  same 
force  requires  us  to  remit  the  whme  of  the  duties 
under  consideration.  In  order  to  show  the  pro- 
priety of  remitting  these,  I  will  draw  the  attention 
of  the  Committee,  for  a  moment,  to  the  designs 
with  which  duties  are  imposed.  One  object  in- 
tended to  be  accomplished  by  them  is  the  encour- 
agement of  domestic  manufactures. 

In  more  populous  countries  labor  is  cheaper,  and 
manufactures  are  in  ^peneral  executed  with  less 
expense  than  in  the  United  States.  The  merchant 
might  import  foreign  fabrics  with  so  little  cost  as 
to  sell  them  at  a  price  that  would  be  ruinous  to 
the  domestic  manufacturer.  To  guard  agamst 
this  evil^  to  prevesit  the  domestic  manufacturer 
being  driven  from  the  market,  to  enable  him  to 
enter  into  the  competition  with  a  hope  of  success, 
a  duty  is  laid  on  the  foreign  &bric,  intended  to 
raise  its  price  to  a  level  with  that  ai  which  the 
domestic   manufacturer  may  afford   to  sell   his 


wares. 


The  other  design  of  duties  is  to  raise  a  revenue 
in  a  mode  the  least  unpleasant  and  burdensome  to 
the  people.  The  importer  pays  the  doty  to  the 
Government,  and  adcb  it  to  the  price  at  which  he 
might  otherwise  have  sold  his  goods.  The  bur- 
den is  thus  transferred  to  the  coosumer.  He 
knows  the  price  before  he  makes  the  purchase,  and 
his  purchase  is  an  act  of  his  own  will.  He  does 
not  feel  that  he  is  paying  a  tax  to  the  Govern- 
ment in  addition  to  the  natural  price  of  the  article. 
He  is,  at  his  own  discretioUjConsultiiig  only  his 
own  individual  happiness.  The  mass  of  the  peo- 
ple know  that  vast  funds  are  acquired  by  the  ma- 
chinery of  Government ;  but  they  do  not  feel  that 
they  are  daily  contributing  to  raise  this  revenue. 

When  goods  are  imported,  not  to  remain,  but  to 
be  exported  to  some  third  country,  both  of  these 
reasons  for  imposing  the  duty  cease  to  operate. 
When  foreiffn  goods  are  thus  exp(»ted,  they  are 
withdrawn  from  the  competition  with  d<»nestic 
manufactures.  Their  existence  can  no  longer  pre- 
vent the  sale,  or  reduce  the  price  of  wares  fabri- 
cated within  our  country,  and  a  duty  on  them  can 
have  no  influence  in  encouraging  domestic  manu- 
factures. And  in  this  case  the  collection  of  a  duty 
on  them  would  not  be  that  least  unpleasant  and 
burdensome  mode  of  raising  a  revenue,  which  we 
have  noticed.  On  the  contrary,  it  would  be  an 
insupportable  burden  on  the  merchant,  consuming 
his  profits,  impairing  his  oiergy,  and  repressing 
hiif  spirit  of  enterprise. 

The  reasons  of^the  dutv  having  ceased,  it  ought 
not  to  be  collected,  and,  by  a  g^eneral  provision  of 
the  law,  in  all  such  cases  it  is  remitted.  Then 
does  the  merchant  pay  for  the  privileee  of  import- 
ing ?  No.  For  it  he  imports  goods,  and  then 
exports  them,  he  i>ays  no  duty.  The  duty  pays 
for  something  additional  to  the  right  of  importing ; 
it  pays  for  the  right  of  importing  and  selling  m. 
the  country.  In  the  cases  which  the  present  bill 
is  designea  to  cover,  the  goods  have  not  been  ex- 
ported ;  they  have,  while  in  the  possession  of  the 
importers,  oeen  destroyed  by  an  overwhelming 
calamity,  which  no  mortal  prudence  could  avert, 
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whose  desolatiog  fury  no  human  activity  or  eoor- 
aee  could  arrest,  and  which  has  hiid  in  ashes  one 
01  our  finest  cities. 

The  merchants  have  had  only  the  privileffe  of 
importing;  they  have  not  the  possibility  of  seuinff. 
The  reaimis  ot  the  duty  have  as  entirely  ceased, 
as  if  the  goods  had  be^i  exported.  Are  they  not 
withdrawn  from  a  possibility  of  injuring  the  sale 
of  domestic  mannlactures?  Do  thev  not  cease  to 
aflbrd  the  least  unpleasant  and  burdensome  mode 
of  mising  a  refvenue  ?  On  the  contrary,  would 
not  the  coUection  of  a  duty  on  them  be  an  insup- 
portable harden,  weighing  down  to  the  earth  un- 
fortunate men,  who  are  now  tottering  under  the 
stroke  of  Heaven  ?  Yes,  air.  The  reasons,  the 
equity  6t  the  duty  have  as  much  ceased  as  if  the 
goods  had  been  ex]x>rted — the  collection  of  it 
would  be  an  act  of  injustice  and  oppression. 

Do  you  doubt  yoiur  power?    You  have  power 
to  impose,  and  have  you  not  equal  power  to  take 
offdaties?    In  numerous  instances,  in  which  the 
interests  of  religion,  or  of  the  fine  alts,  were 
thought  to  be  concerned.  Congress  has  remitted 
duties ;  it  has  remitted  duties  in  several  cases  pre- 
cisely parallel  to  the  present.    By  the  act  of  Aug- 
ust 4th,  1790,  the  duties  were  remitted  on  salt,  de- 
stroyed by  a  flood  at  Annapolis.    Two  importa- 
tions of  coffise,  iBto  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth,  were 
destroyed  by  fire ;  by  the  act  of  May  9th,  1794,  the 
duties  on  these  were  remitted.    By  the  act  of  /une 
7i[i,  1794,  the  duties  were  remitted  on  spirits  de- 
stroyed by  fire  in  Vermont.    By  the  act  of  March 
3d,  1804,  duties  were  remitted  on  tea,  destroyed  by 
fire  at  Providence.    Such  has  been  the  repeated 
practice  of  the  Government.    But  the  gentleman 
from  Noftk  Carolina  says,  that  the  Constitution 
has  given  us  no  power  to  remit  duties.    Does  he 
look  into  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  for 
authority  to  act  with  fairness,  equity,  and  honor? 
I  hope  tnat  the  members  of  this  body  have  suffi- 
cient instructions  in  their  own  bosoms  thus  to  act, 
and  that,  for  principles  of  equity  and  honor^  we 
ha?e  no  reason  to  resort  to  written  constitutions. 
The  same  ^eatleman  has  said,  that  the  present 
appUeation  is  contrary  to  the  estaUished  princi- 
ples of  trade.    He  Has  said,  (I  use  his  own  lan- 
guage,) if  A  sells  to  B  jpoods,  which  are  destroyed 
by  any  casualty,  while  m  the  possession  of  the  lat- 
ter, as  well  mignt  he  request  A  to  release  him  firom 
the  debt  incurred  by  his  purchase.    This  case  is 
not  paraiel  to  that  of  the  api^cants  of  Savannah. 
On  the  supposition  of  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina,  the  bond  given  by  B  to  A  was  the  equiv- 
alent for  goods  which  A  had  parted  with.   B.  can- 
not restore  to  A  the  consideration,  the  property, 
for  which  die  bond  had  been  given.    Widely  dif- 
ferent is  the  case  of  the  mercmtnts  of  Savannah. 

The  Govermnoit  has  not  parted  with  any  prop- 
erty, 'nie  bonds  or  other  specialties  given  as  an 
equivalent  for  the  goods  destroyed  are  still  due, 
and  must  be  paid  to  merchants  in  Philadelphia, 
New  Yoik,  Boston,  and  England.  That  con- 
sideration, for  which  the  bonds  that  you  hold 
were  given,  has  returned  to  you  entire  and  unim- 
paireo.  The  conflagration  nas  produced,  in  the 
supply  for  Qeorgia,  a  chasm  which  ¥rill  be  filled 


up  by  a  subsequent  importation.    That  very  privi- 
lege of  importing  and  selling  goods  to  the  amount 
destroyed  by  fire,  for  which  the  bonds  in  question 
were  given,  has  been  taken,  by  the  irresistibly  hand 
of  Providence  in  a  dreadful  calamity,  from  the 
unfortunate  merchants,  and  will  be  sold  by  you 
to  other  importers.    If  the  tariff  should  be  raised, 
as  proposed  by  a  bill  on  the  table,  this  second  sale 
wiO  yield  you  a  sum  greater  than  the  amount  of 
the  bonds ;  and  even  after  you  have  remitted  the 
bonds,  your  Treasury  will  have  gained  by  the 
burning  of  Savannah.    Does  any  one  still  believe 
that  the  revenue  will  be  impaired  by  the  passage 
of  this  bill  ?    I  will  endeavor  to  make  the  subject 
a  little  more  clear.    That  part  of  the  revenue 
which  arises  from  imports,  is  proportioned,  not  to 
the  goods  imported,  but  to  the  goods  usea  in  the 
country.    It  is  then  proportioned  to  the  domestic 
demand  for  goods.    The  annual  revenue  arising 
from  imports  in  Gkorgia,  is  proportioned  to  the 
average  annual  consumption  in  that  State.    This 
proportion  may  not  exist  in  every  year  separatdy, 
out  in  a  series  of  years  it  will  not  fail  to  be  pre- 
served.   Suppose,  for  example,  that  the  annual 
consumption  of  foreign  merchandise  in  that  State 
amounts  to  a  million  of  dollars,  and  that  the  duties 
on  that  amount  are  two  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
By  unavoidable  misfortune  one-fourth  of  this  mer- 
chandise is  destroyed  in  the  stores  of  the  import- 
ers, and  on  the  merchandise  thus  destroyed  Gov- 
ernment holds  bonds  for  duties  to  the  amount  of 
fiAy  thousand  dollars.    The  goods  saved  from  de- 
struction are  less  by  one-fourth  than  the  annual 
consumption,  and  tne  demand,  to  the  extent  of 
that  deficiency,  will  be  supplied  by  anodier  im- 
portation.   On  this  new  importation  duties  will 
accrue  to  the  amount  of  fifty  thousand  dollars.    If 
Government  exacts  the  payment  of  the  bonds  given 
on  the  importation  of  the  goods  destroyed,  instead 
of  its  average  annual  revenue  of  two  nundred 
^ousand,  it  will  in  this  year  receive  two  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars.    What  will  be  the 
cause  of  this  increase  of  your  revenue?    The 
losses  of  the  merchants  of  Savannah.    Who  will 
pay  this  extra  duty  on  goods  not  used  in  the 
country  ?    The  unfortunate  applicants  of  Savan- 
nah, most  of  whom  have  in  one  night  been  re- 
duced to  poverty.    If  you  exact  the  payment  of 
the  bonds,  you  willgain  some  addition  to  your 
revenue  from  the  suf&ings  of  your  citizens,  Uom 
the  burning  of  one  of  your  cities.    Can  this  be 
jo\a  desire  ?    Do  you  not  look  with  abhorrence 
on  such  an  acquisition  ?  Shylock  may  demand  his 
pound  of  flesh,  but  I  hope  that  the  Government  of 
my  country  is  actuated  by  different  feelings.    If 
you  remit  the  bonds  you  will  only  consent  not  to 
gain  by  the  losses  of  your  citizens,  and  your  Trea- 
sury  will  be  in  the  situation  in  which  you  would 
have  seen  it  if  the  terrific  flames  had  not  swept 
Savannah  with  the  besom  of  destruction. 

This  Congress  is  distinguished  by  a  laudable 
zeal  for  economy  j  a  spirit  which  should  charac- 
terize our  Government  at  all  times,  and  whi^h  is 
peculiarly  necessary  in  the  present  condition  of 
our  finances.  But  I  hope  that  this  zeal  for  econ- 
omy will  not  lead  us  to  an  indiscriminate  retrench- 
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ment  of  expenditures  which  are  necessary  to  the 
honor  and  prosperity  of  our  country  \  nor  excite 
in  us  a  passion  for  unhallowed  gain.  The  Gov- 
ernment should  never  pursue  a  course  which  would 
be  disgraceful  to  an  individual.  If  we  see  an  in- 
dividual refusing  expenditures  within  his  power, 
which  are  necessary  to  his  health  and  honor,  we 
do  not  admire  his  prudence — we  despise  his  par- 
simony. If  we  see  an  individual  grasping  at 
every  thing  within  his  reach,  and  availing  him- 
self of  the  letter,  while  he  violates  the  spirit 
of  a  contract,  to  extort  the  last  farthing  from 
his  unhappy  debtor,  we  detest  his  unprincipled, 
hard-hearted,  cruel  avarice.  I  am  aware  that 
when  men  are  acting  in  behalf  of  the  Govern- 
ment, they  have  not  that  regard  for  reputation, 
that  sense  of  honor,  that  tenderness  of  conscience, 
which  the  same  men  would  feel  if  acting  for  them- 
selves. Under  a  consciousness  that  tney  are  in- 
fluenced by  no  narrow  selfishness,  and  tnat  they 
are  watching  over  the  great  interests  of  their  coim- 
try,  they  believe  that  public  virtue  consists  in 
guarding  the  public  purse,  and  they  fed  not  a 
scrupulous  respect  for  the  just  claims  of  individ- 
uals. I  entreat  mv  friends  in  the  Committee  not 
to  yield  to  this  illusion.  The  reputation  of  our 
country  should  be  as  dear  to  us  as  our  individual 
honor ;  we  .  hould  be  as  careful  to  guard  our  coun- 
try from  i.\  imputation  of  injustice  as  to  preserve 
ourselves  Uom  this  foul  reproach.  And,  indeed, 
he  who  .'uffers  iniustice  from  the  Government, 
feels  more  deeply  than  if  he  had  suffered  the  same 
injustice  from  an  individual.  In  the  latter  case 
he  may  liate  the  avarice,  he  may  resent  the  dis- 
honest y^  of  his  fellow-citizen.  But  when  with  the 
sense  at  injustice  he  connects  the  idea  of  the  irre- 
sistible power  of  the  Government,  exerted  to  op- 
press him,  while  he  broods  over  an  injury  for 
which  there  is  no  redress,  he  feels  a  deeper  hatred. 
He  detests  both  the  injustice  and  the  tyranny  un- 
der which  he  suffers.  I  hope  that  Congress  will 
always  carefuUy  avoid  those  acts  of  iniustice  to- 
wards individuals,  which  are  calculated  to  excite 
this  gloomy  and  deep-rooted  hostility  to  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

If  my  judgment  were  consulted  in  this  case,  the 
Government  should  not  merely  be  just,  it  should 
be  liberal.  It  should  not  only  refrain  from  op- 
pressiogj  it  should  show  a  ]paternal  solicitude  for 
the  weSare  of  its  suffering  citizens.  With  an  arm 
no  less  bountiful  than  powerful,  it  should  comfort 
the  afflicted — ^it  should  sustain  the  sinking — ^it 
should  be  foremost  to  shelter,  and  feed,  and  clothe 
those  who,  in  consequence  oi  one  severe  visitation 
of  Heaven,  are  houseless,  and  hungry,  and  naked. 
But  we  seek  no  charity  \  we  appeal  not  to  your 
|;enerosity ;  we  ask  only  a  liberal  and  enlightened 
justice.  When  we  recommend  the  remission  of 
duties,  the  reasons  and  equity  of  which  have 
ceasea,  we  propose  to  you  to  cancel  a  debt  which 
you  cannot  collect  witnout  visiting  the  habitations 
of  distress  with  iniustice  and  oppression. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  North  Carolina,  reluctantly  op- 
posed the  amendment  Were  he  governed  by  his 
leelinp  alone,  to  which  this  case  so  strongly  ap- 
jiealed,  he  should  vote  for  the  bill,  and  even  for 


the  proposed  amendment  to  it ;  bat,  obeying  the 
impulse  of  duty,  he  could  find  no  power  in  Con- 
gress to  disburse  the  public  moneys  in  acts  of 
charity  or  generosity,  or  for  other  purposes  than 
those  designated  in  tne  Constitution.  He  denied 
that  this  bill  rested  on  justice  for  its  support,  how- 
ever sympathy  and  feeling  might  recommend  it 
He  argued  that  this  case  could  not  be  distinguished 
from  other  losses,  from  casualties  of  various  sorts, 
&C.,  and  he  could  see  no  difference  between  re- 
mitting this  duty  and  taking  so  much  money  from 
the  Treasury,  which  he  contended  Congress  had 
no  right  to  do,  and  not  havinj^  the  right,  he  denied 
the  force  of  precedent  to  justify  it 

Mr.  Cobb  replied  to  Mr.  Smith.  Where,  he 
asked,  was  the  scruples  he  now  expressed,  when, 
the  ouer  day,  a  bill  passed  to  remit  the  duties  on 
a  statue  of  Washingtoii,  imported  by  the  State 
of  North  Carolina ;  and  what  was  there  in  that 
case  to  make  it  stronger  than  this  ?  Mr.  C.  Uien 
proceeded  to  make  a  number  of  remarks  in  sap- 
port  of  this  bill  and  of  the  amendment  i^oposed 
to  it  Many  of  these  importers  he  said,  were 
rendered,  by  their  losses,  absolutely  penniless^  and 
were  from  every  consideration  entided  to  relief. 

Mr.  Foot,  ot  Connecticut,  said,  he  presumed  it 
would  be  unnecessary  for  any  memW  of  this 
House  to  state,  that  his  sympathies  toward:^  our 
unfortunate  fellow-citizens  of  Savannah  were 
strongly  excited.  We  commiserate  their  suffer- 
ings ;  but,  sir,  we  are  not  to  legislate  under  the 
influence  of  sympathy.  The  power  of  Congress 
is  a  delegated  power ;  and,  sir,  I  find  no  authority 
to  extend  the  hand  of  charity :  my  iaBtructions 
contain  no  such  power.  The  question  now  before 
the  Committee  is  on  the  amendment  proposed  by 
the  eentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Reid,)  to  the 
bill  irom  the  Senate,  extending  to  the  remission  oT 
all  the  duties,  instead  of  one-fourth,  as  proposed 
in  the  bill. 

Sir,  I  am  opposed  to  that  principle  of  the  bill 
which  remits  any  portion  of  the  duties,  on  the 
ground  that  Congress  can  no  more  remit  these 
duties,  which  have  become  a  debt,  than  appropri- 
ate a  sum  of  money  from  the  Treasury,  in  charity. 
The  principle  is  the  same  in  both  cases.     But  I 
am  opposed  to  the  amendment  on  other  grounds. 
Will  not  the  amendment  embrace  the  whole  amount 
of  duties  which  have  accrued  within  from  nine  to 
eighteen  months  ?    It  will  be  impossible  to  ascer- 
tain the  amount  remaining  on  hand  unsold.    IT 
the  principle  of  the  bill  be  correct,  it  is  but  fair  to 
presume  that  not  more  than  one-fourth  of  the 
goods  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  importer, 
and  of  course  the  amount  proposed  to  be  remitted 
by  the  bill,  would  probably  emorace  the  amount  of 
the  goods  destroyed  in  the  hands  of  the  importer. 
Sir,  I  am  disposed  to  grant  all  the  relief  in  oar 
power,  consistent  with  our  duty,  and  shall  offer  an 
amendment  to  extend  the  time  of  credit  on  those 
duties,  when  this  amendment  is  rejected. 

In  answer  to  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr. 
Cobb,)  who  asks,  where  have  been  our  Constim- 
tional  scruples  on  former  occasions  ?  the  ^ende- 
man  will  recollect  that,  with  me,  this  principle 
has  always  been  maintained.    He  will  recollect 


1805 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1806 


April,  laSO. 


Proceedmffi. 


H.  OP  R. 


my  opposition  to  the  bill  granting  land  to  the  deaf 
and  dumb  asylam,  upon  the  same  principle.  My 
course  has  been  uniform.  The  gentleman  calus 
upon  us  to  exercise  our  reason.  This,  sir,  we  in- 
tend to  do,  and  I  ask  him  to  do  the  same.  I  highly 
apfdaod  the  zeal  of  the  gentleman  in  favor  oi  the 
uniortonate  sufferers  of  his  own  State ;  but  he 
must  recollect  that  we  are  to  sympathize  as  amu, 
hut  not  as  Ugitlators. 

The  gentleman  bess  of  us  some  better  reason 
for  opposing  the  bill  than  Constitutional  doubts ! 
This  is  sumcient  for  me,  sir ;  but  there  are  other 
and  cogent  reasons  which  would  induce  me  to 
Tote  against  oae  of  the  principles  of  the  bill.  If 
it  is  to  be  considered  an  act  of  charity^  it  ought  to 
be  distributed  equally ;  if  of  justice^  impartiality 
is  indispensable.  But,  sir,  this  bill  is  confined  to 
the  importers  merely.  Why  not  extend  it  also  to 
the  purchaser  ?  He,  sir.  has  already  paid  to  the 
importer  the  amount  of  auty,  and  of  course  would 
hare  a  stronger  claim  to  relief. 

But,  sir,  the  importer,  who  has  jirudently  insured 
his  property,  and  paid  his  premium,  receives  no 
relief.  Are  we,  sir,  to  be  incorporated  into  an  in- 
surance company,  with  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  (Nresident,  as  was  lately  proposed  to 
establish  a  turnpike  company  on  the  Cumberland 
road? 

Gentlemen  claim  on  the  ground  of  former  pre- 
cedents. If  they  will  rest  their  claim  on  this 
ground,  they  wul  find^  on  examination^  the  bal- 
ance or  precedents  against  them.  True  it  is,  that, 
in  some  instances,  such  relief  has  been  granted ; 
but,  sir,  it  is  equally  true  that,  in  most  cases,  relief 
has  been  refused. 

Do  gentlemen  propose  to  open  the  doors  of  the 
Treasury  to  reraunerate  for  all  the  losses  by  fire? 
Sir,  your  Treasury  would  be  beggared;  your 
boasted  twenty-seven  millions  annually  would 
scarcely  remunerate  the  losses  which  are  annually 
sustained  by  this  destructive  element.  Sir,  you 
would  soon  find  a  more  alarming  deficit  than  now 
exists  in  your  Treasury. 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  the  Senate 
on  this  suDJect  having  been  read — 

Mr.  Pi  NO  ALL  delivered  his  sentiments  in  favor 
of  the  bill,  and  of  the  motion  now  depending. 
No  case  could  be  stronger  *,  and  even  those  who 
opposed  the  proposed  remission  were  obliged  to 
admit  there  were  precedents  in  point  on  the  statute 
book,  it  was  inileed  said  that  Congress  had  re- 
fused to  remit  duties  in  similar  cases ;  but  those 
cases  had  not  been  specified  or  enumerated,  as 
those  of  remission  had  been.  The  Constitutional 
objection,  he  intimated. ^n  the  course  of  his  speech, 
was  entitled  to  but  little  weight;  as  it  could 
scarcely  be  doubted  that  Congress  had  power  to 
repeal  or  modify  its  own  revenue  laws,  and  the 
measure  proposed  was  but  a  modification  or  repeal 
of  them  as  to  a  particular  case. 

Mr.  CoTHBSRT  again  spoke,  in  reply  to  Mr. 
Smith  and  Mr.  Foot.  To  refuse  this  equitable 
provision  would,  in  an  individual,  he  contended 
be  disgraceful ;  and,  in  his  view,  every  citizen, 
and  particularly  every  member  of  this  House, 
ought  to  cherish  the  reputation  of  the  country  as 


he  would  his  own .  This,  and  other  considerations, 
he  urged  on  the  attention  of  the  Committee  in 
favor  of  the  amendment  and  the  bill. 

Mr.  Walker  made  some  remarks,  earnestly  in 
favor  of  the  bill  and  amendment. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  Mr.  Rbid,  and  decided  in  the 
negative,  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  Foot  then  moved  an  amendment  to  the 
bill,  the  object  of  which  was  to  strike  out  so  much 
of  the  bill  as  proposes  to  remit  25  per  cent,  of  the 
amount  of  duties  (and  thus  confine  the  bill  to  a 
simple  extension  of  the  credit  on  the  bonds  for 
two  years.) 

Tne  motion  was  agreed  to — 63  to  53. 

Mr.  Clay  then  moved  to  add  a  new  section  to 
the  bill,  the  object  of  which  was  to  appropriate 
fifty  thousand  dollars  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers 
by  the  late  calamitous  fire  at  Savannah,  to  be  ap- 
plied under  the  direction  of  the  Mayor  and  Alder- 
men of  that  city. 

This  motion  was  negatived  by  a  considerable 
majority. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the 
amendment  which  had  been  made  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Cobb  made  some  remarks,  by  way  of  re- 
monstrance against  a  concurrence  in  the  amend- 
ment made  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole.  Mr. 
Foot  replied  to  the  observations  particularly  ad- 
dressed to  him  on  this  subject.  Mr.  Cobb  re- 
joined. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  concurring  in 
the  amendment  made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  decided  in  the  afi&rmative— 70  to  63. 

The  amendment  was  then  further  amended,  so 
as  to  extend  the  term  of  credit  on  goods  destroyed, 
from  tvo  to  few  years. 

Thus  amended,  the  bill  was  passed  to  a  third 
reading. 

After  spending  some  time  in  Committee  on  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Walter  Manning,  the  House 
adjourned. 


Friday,  April  7. 

Mr.  LivERMORE,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  OfiSice  and  Post  Roads,  who  were  instructed 
to  inq^uire  into  the  expediency  of  affording  some 
pecuniary  relief  to  the  T^dow  of  John  Heaps,  de- 
ceased, made  a  report,  which  was  read;  wnen, 
Mr.  L.  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow 
of  John  Heaps ;  which  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Cook  moved  that  the  House  do  now  proceed 
to  consider  the  bill  authorizing  the  Governor  of 
Illinois  to  obtain  certain  abstracts  of  land  from 
certain  public  offices.    The  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Barbour  moved  that  the  House  do  now 
proceed  to  consider  the  amendment  submitted  by 
nim  yesterday  to  the  standing  rules  of  the  House. 
The  motion  was  negatived. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  recede  from  their  first  amendment 
to  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations 
for  the  military  service  of  the  United  States  for 
the  year  1820,''  and  insist  on  their  second  amend- 
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ment  to  the  said  bill,  and  ask  a  conference  upon 
the  subject  of  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two 
Houses  on  the  said  amendment,  and  have  ap- 
pointed managers  at  the  said  conference  on  their 
part ;  and  the/  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  to  wit:  An  act  providing  for  the  better 
organization  of  the  Treasury  Department;  an 
act  further  to  amend  the  judicial  system  of  the 
United  States ;  and  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
legal  representatives  of  Tench  Francis,  deceased ; 
in  whicn  bills  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this 
House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  for  the  relief  of  cer- 
tain sufferers  by  the  late  fire  at  Savannah,  was 
read  a  third  time  as  amended,  and  passed;  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Walter  Channine  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  finally  passed ;  the  bul  for  the  re- 
lief of  John  Steel  was  read  a  third  time,  passed, 
and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

The  following  bilb,  which  originated  with  the 
committees  of  this  House,  to  wit :  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Jacob  Konkopot  and  others  of  the  nation 
of  Stockbridge  Indians ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Elkanah  Finney ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  James 
Mackay,  of  the  Territory  of  Missouri;  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Fielding  Jones ;  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Captain  Stanton  sholes ;  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  John  Wells  j  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Beck  and 
Harvey;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lewis  Joseph  de 
BeauUeu:  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Christopher 
Miller ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  B.  Beall ; 
the  bill  confirming  the  title  of  the  Mohiccan  or 
Stockbridge  tribe  of  Indians ;  the  btU  for  the  relief 
of  certain  settlers  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  who  re- 
side within  the  Vincennes  land  district ;  »the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Martha  Flood ;  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Charles  S.  Jones  and  Richard  Buckner,  jr., 
administrators  of  William  Jones;  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  heirs  and  representatives  of  Isaac  Mel- 
chior,  deceased;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  William 
ColOin  and  others ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  James 
Merrill ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  D.  Carter : 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  King  ^  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Jos.  W.  Skiniier ;  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  John  B.  Regnier ;  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  John  Law  and  Jonathan  Elliot,  citizens  of 
Washington — 

These  bills  severally  passed  through  Commit- 
tees of  the  Whole,  and  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading,  with  the  exception  of  tne  two 
following:  The  bill  confirming  the  title  of  the 
Mohiccan  and  Stockbridge  tribe  of  Indians ;  and 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  King.  The  two 
last  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


Saturdat,  April  8. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  on  the  District 
of  Colupabia,  reported  a  bill  to  alter  the  times  of 
the  session  or  the  circuit  and  district  courts  in  the 
District  of  Columbia ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  on 
Tuesday  next. 

^  Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciarv,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Peter 
Cardelli,  reported  a.  bill  to  encourage  the  art  of 


making  new  models,  and  casts  of  busts,  and  other 
things  therein  mentioned ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 

Mr.  S.,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  State  to  issue 
letters  patent  to  Henry  Burden ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  S.  also  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Susannah  Stewart ;  which  was  read  twice^  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Wajrs  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  for  the  rdief 
of  Daniel  Bickley  and  Uatharine  Clark,  adminis- 
tratrix of  John  (jlark,  deceased ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Linn,  the  Committee  on 
Military  Afiairs  were  directed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing,  by  law,  a  more  effectual 
remedy  to  prevent  duelling  in  the  Army  and  T^ary 
of  the  United  States  and  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Cocxe,  that  the 
House  do  now  proceed  to  consider  the  resolution 
submitted  by  him  on  the  6th  of  March  last,  for  an 
inquiry  into  the  expediency  of  reducinjg  the  Naval 
Establishment ;  and,  the  question  being  taken,  it 
was  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
providing  for  the  better  organization  of  the  Trea- 
suiv  Department,"  was  read  twice,  and  referred 
to  me  Cfommittee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^<An  act 
further  to  amend  the  Judicial  System  of  the  Uni>, 
ted  States,"  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act  for 
the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Tench 
Francis,  deceased,"  was  read  twice,  and  referred 
to  the  select  committee  appointed  on  the  7th  of 
February,  on  the  memorial  of  William  TiJghman, 
administrator  of  Tench  Francis,  deceased. 

The  House  took  up,  and  proceeded  to  consider, 
the  message  from  the  Senate,  asking  a  conference 
upon  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses,  on 
the  second  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  entitled  *^An  act  making  appropriations 
for  the  military  service  of  the  Unit^  States  for 
the  year  1820:"  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  insist  on  their  dis- 
agreement to  the  said  amendment,  and  agree  to  the 
conference  asked  by  the  Senate,  on  the  subject 
matter  of  the  said  amendment,  and  that  managers 
be  appointed  to  attend  Che  said  conference  on 
their  part. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Cocke,  Taylor,  Wab- 
HELD,  Beecher,  and  Tyler,  be  appointed  man- 
agers on  the  part  of  this  House. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit : 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  Louis  Joseph  de  Beanlieu; 
an  act  for  the  relief  of  Beck  and  Harvey  j  an  act  for 
the  relief  of  William  CoflSn  and  others ;  an  act  for 
the  relief  of  Fielding  Jones ;  an  act  for  the  relief 
of  Captain  Stanton  Sholes ;  an  act  for  the  relief 
of  Christopher  Miller;  an  act  for  the  relief  of 


1809 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS, 


1810 


Apbil,  1830. 


District  Banks. 


H.  OP  R. 


Samud  6.  Beall ;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  certain 
settlers  in  the  State  of  Illinois^  who  reside  within 
the  Vincennes  land  district ;  an  act  for  the  relief 
of  Martha  Flood ;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  James 
Merrill ;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  8.  Jones 
and  Richard  Buckner,  jr.,  administrators  of  Wil- 
liam Jones;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  John  D.  Car- 
ter ;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  repre- 
sentatires  of  Isaac  Melchior^  deceased;  an  act  for 
the  relief  of  Joseph  M.  Skmner,  administrator  of 
George  Skinner,  deceased ;  an  act  for  the  relief  of 
John  B.  Regnier ;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
Law  and  Jonathan  Elliot ;  an  act  for  the  relief  of 
Jacob  Konkopot,  and  others,  of  the  nation  of 
Stockhridfie  Indians ;  and  an  act  for  the  relief  of 
Elkanah  Pinnev — ^were  severally  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

An  ensrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Mac- 
kay,  of  me  'Territory  of  Missouri,  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  the  question  was  stated.  Shall  it 
pass;  when 

Mr.  PiNDALL  moved  that  the  said  bill  be  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims, 
with  instructions  so  to  amend  the  same  as  to  pro- 
ride  for  a  trial  of  the  validity  of  the  claim  of 
James  Mackay  before  a  judicial  tribunal. 

Mr.  Rhea  then  mov^  that  the  said  bill  be 
postponed  indefinitely ;  which  latter  motion  was 
rejected ;  and  the  question  was  then  taken  on  the 
motion  to  recommit  the  bill,  with  instructions; 
and  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Wells, 
was  read  the  third  time ;  and,  and  on  motion  of 
Mr.  LowNDEs^he  bill  was  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navv,  transmitting  sun- 
dry documents,  containing  tne  information  re- 
quired by  the  resolution  submitted  by  Mr  Lowndes 
on  the  30^  ultimo,  in  relation  to  the  conduct  of 
Captain  Biddle,  and  the  cruise  of  the  Ontario  in 
the  Pacific  ocean ;  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table 


Monday  April  10. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  additional 
documents  in  relation  to  the  cruise  of  the  sloop  of 
war  Ontario ;  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  SiLSBBB,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
A&irs,  madean  unfavorable  re|K)rt  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Captain  Bamoel  C.  Reid.  in  behalf  of 
himself  and  the  other  officers  and  crew  of  the 
private  armed  brig  General  Armstrong ;  which 
was  read,  tod  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Sbrgeant,  from  the  Committee  to  which 
was  referred  the  biU  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
Tench  Francis,  deceased,"  reported  the  same,  with- 
out amendment,  and  it  was  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  PiNDALL  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

JUiohedt  That  a  committee  beappomtedto  inquire 


into  the  expediency  of  proTidtngp  by  law  for  the  pay- 
ment of  penaioni  in  the  counties,  partBhes,  or  town- 
ahipa,  in  which  the  pensioners  reside. 

The  resolution  was  read ;  and,  on  the  question 
to  agree  thereto,  it  was  determined  in  the  nega- 
tive. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  was  directed  to  transmit  to  this  House 
an  account  of  the  annual  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures of  the  Department  for  Indian  Affairs  within 
the  District  of  Columbia,  from  its  establishment 
to  the  present  time,  with  a  statement  of  the  nature 
and  extent  of  the  contracts  entered  into,  and  with 
whom ;  also,  the  amount  of  moneys  due  to  the 
said  establishment,  and  by  whom  due. 

Mr.  Smyth,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  who  were  instructed,  on  the  28th  January 
last,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing 
by  law  for  the  allowance  ol  bountv  land  to  soldiers 
who  enlisted  in  the  late  war,  ana  who  procured 
substitutes,  made  a  report,  that  it  is  not  expedient 
to  provide  for  the  allowance  of  the  said  bounty ; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Warpibld,  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency,  of  providing  by  law  for  the 
payment  ol  any  balances  due  by  the  Qovemment 
to  collectors  of  the  internal  revenue. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Case,  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Buildings  were  directed  to  inquire  into  thje 
practicability  of  rendering  the  Hall  of  Represent- 
atives convenient  for  the  transaction  of  public 
business. 

Mr.  Hardin  moved  that  the  select  committee 
to  which  is  referred  the  resolution  from  the  Senate 
fixing  a  period  for  the  ternunation  of  the  present 
session  of  Congress,  be  disehargjed  from  the  further 
consideration  Uiereof.  The  motion  was  nmtived. 

Mr.  Cobb  then  moved  the  following  order : 

Orderedt  That  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  reaolation  from  the  Senate,  on  the  subject  of  the 
adjonrament  of  Congress,  be  directed  to  report  there- 
on to-morrow. 

The  question  was  taken.  Will  the  House  nov/ 
proceed  to  consider  the  same,  and  determined  in 
the  negative  ? 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  William  Pancoast|^  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed.  * 

The  Spbakbr  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
sundry  statements  in  relation  to  the  operations  of 
the  mmt  of  the  United  States ;  which  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

DISTRICT  BANKS. 

The  House  then,  according  to  the  order  of  the 
day,  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
(Mr.  Storrb  in  the  chaii^  on  the  bill  concern- 
ing the  District  Banks.    [This  bill  provides— 

Sec.  I.  That  the  charters  of  all  the  incorporated  banks 
that  now  pay  specie  on  demand  be  extended  until  the 
16th  June,  1825. 

Sec.  2.  Should  any  of  said  banks  refuse  to  pay  spa- 
cie  or  lawfnl  currency  of  the  United  States  on  demand, 
they  are  to  pay  an  interest  of  10  per  cent  per  annum 
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nntil  payment  of  soch  demand  m  made,  and  Congreaa 
ia  empowered  forthwith  to  revoke  their  charten,  and 
proTide  fur  settling  their  acoounta. 

Sec  n.  No  bank  to  ieaae,  re-iaaue,  or  receive  in  pay- 
ment or  deposite,  any  bill,  note,  dec.,  under  five  dol- 
lars, after  the  1st  January  next,  except  to  receive  such 
note  or  notes  as  may  have  been  issued  before  that  time 
in  exchange  for  current  coin  or  a  debt  due  such  bank* 
Charter  forfeited  for  offending. 

Sec.  4.  Any  officer  of  a  bank  who  shall  conceal, 
embeszle,  or  connive  at  the  concealment  or  embexzle- 
ment  of  any  property  of  a  bank,  to  be  adjudged  a  felon, 
and  imprisoned  not  more  than  ton  years,  and  fined 
not  less  than  1,000  nor  more  than  20,000  dollars — 
one  moiety  to  the  United  States,  the  other  to  the  in- 
former— all  debts  due  by  him  to  said  bank  being  first 
satisfied. 

Sec.  6.  Any  bank  ceasing  to  pay  on  demand — no 
officer  or  director  of  aaid  bank  permitted  to  buy  up,  in 
person  or  by  agent,  or  receive  in  payment  any  note  or 
bill  of  said  bank  at  a  less  price  or  value  than  its  &ee 
purports  it  to  be  worth — for  each  offimoe,  to  be  impris- 
oned for  one  month,  and  pay  thrice  the  value  of  such 
bill  or  note. 

Sec.  6.  The  present  charter  of  the  Bank  of  Colum- 
bia revoked  on  the  Ist  January,  18S2,  aqjd  recharlered 
on  the  same  footing  of  the  other  District  banks,  until 
the  16th  Jane,  1840. 

Sec  7.  Revokes  the  charter  of  the  Franklin  Bank 
of  Alexandria,  and  provides  for  settling  their  accounts. 

Sec  8.  The  president  end  directors  of  each  bank  to 
file  their  declaration  in  writing  in  the  office  of  the 
SecreUry  of  the  Treasury,  within  six  months,  assent- 
ing to  the  terms  hereby  granted,  or  to  forfeit  their 
dharter,  and  settle  their  accounts,  as  allowed  the  Frank- 
lin Bank  of  Alexandria. 

Sec  9.  Prohibits  any  corporation  within  the  District 
of  Columbia,  other  than  said  banks,  issuing  or  dis- 
counting notes  or  bills  afier  the  first  of  Januaiy  next 
— any  mayor,  alderman,  councilman,  dec,  for  each 
offence  to  pay  not  less  than  100  nor  more  than  1,000 
dollan. 

Sec  10.  Any  person  who,  shall  sig^,  countersign, 
or  endorse,  any  note,  bill,  dec,  as  aforesaid,  in  addition 
to  said  penalty,  to  be  imprisoned  not  less  than  three 
nor  more  than  twelve  months* 

Sec  11.  Declares  null  and  void  all  drafts,  biUs,  dbc, 
given  in  payment  for  money  discounted  by  any  corpo- 
ration, contrary  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  whether 
such  bills  are  made  payable  to  such  corporation,  or  to 
any  person  as  agent  or  tustee. 

Sec  12.  Any  mayor,  fflderman,  councilman,  clerk, 
drc,  that  shall,  after  the  1st  of  January  next,  issue 
and  pass  into  dreulation  any  bill  or  note  as  aforesaid, 
to  incur  all  said  penalties,  notwithstanding  aaid  note 
may  be  aigned  prior  to  the  said  1st  day  of  January. 

Sees.  13  and  14  provides  for  the  consolidation  of  the 
banks  of  Alexandria  into  two  banks,  with  a  capital  of 
one  million  of  dollars  each,  to  take  place  by  written 
artidea  of  association,  prior  to  the  16th  of  June,  1826 ; 
provided  they  continue  until  that  period.  Charters  to 
extend  to  the  16th  June,  1840,  aubject  to  the  present 
rules,  conditions,  dec,  of  the  Farmers'  Bank  of  Alex- 
andria, and  also  to  the  rules,  conditions,  dbc,  of  this 
act. 

Sec  16  provides  in  a  similar  manner  for  the  consol- 
idation of  the  banks  of  Georgetown,  other  than  the 
Bank  of  Columbia,  into  one  bonk,  with  a  capital  which, 
added  to  the  capital  of  the  Bank  of  Columbia,  ahall 


make  the  sum  of  two  millions  of  dollar*,  and  no  more, 
aubject  to  the  present  rules,  conditions,  dec,  of  the 
Farmera  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Georgetown,  and 
also  to  the  rules,  dec,  imposed  by  this  act. 

Sec  16  contaios  like  provision  for  th^  coosoUdatioo 
of  the  Bank  of  Washington  and  the  Patriotic  Bank, 
with  a  capital  of  one  million  of  dollars. 

Sec  17  in  like  manner  extends  the  charter  of  the 
Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  with  permission  to  augment 
their  capital  to  one  million  of  dollaxv. 

Sees.  18  snd  19  prescribe  the  modes  of  proceeding 
of  such  banks  and  atockholders  as  may  or  maj  not 
accept  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Sec  20.  All  banks  in  the  District,  except  the  Frank- 
lin Bank  of  Alexandria,  from  and  after  the  1st  Janu- 
ary, 1820,  to  pay  one-eixth  of  one  per  centum  on  its 
capital  stock,  after  netting  six  per  centum  to  its  stock- 
holders,  to  constitute  a  school  fund  for  the  education 
of  indigent  children  in  each  town.  Each  bank,  semi- 
annually, on  paying  their  dividends  and  the  aforesaid 
one-sixth  of  one  per  centum,  to  render  an  exact  account 
of  its  condition  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnrj.  On 
fiulure  thereof,  or  an  attempt  to  defiand  the  fund 
aforesaid,  Congress  have  power  to  declare  the  charters 
null  and  void. 

Sec  21.  This  act  to  be  in  force  fi-om  and  after  the 
passage  thereof.] 

Mr.  Cobb  moved  to  amend  the  bill  bv  striking 
out  the  whole  of  it,  except  the  enacting  clause^  and 
inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  following : 

**  That,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  cereral  bank- 
ing institutions  within  the  District  of  Columbia  to  does 
their  business  and  concerns,  the  several  charters  of  the 
said  banking  institutions,  as  the  same  now  exist,  shall 
be  and  the  same  are  hereby  extended  for  and  during 
the  term  of  -»—  years,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of 
June  next ;  from  and  after  which  day,  the  said  several 
charters  of  each  and  eveiy  banking  institution  within 
the  said  District  shall  cense  and  determine." 

Mr.  Cobb  delivered  his  sentiments  at  some  length 
in  favor  of  this  proposition. 

When  the  reporter  entered  the  hall — 

Mr.  Mebcer  was  on  the  floor.  He  was  exam- 
ining the  condition  of  the  banks  of  the  District, 
and  comparing  it  with  that  of  others  in  the  United 
States ;  to  which,  he  contended,  they  stood  in  no 
disadvantageous  comparison.  He  then  proceeded 
to  reply  to  an  observation  which  had  been  made,  to 
the  effect  that  the  Branch  Bank  of  theUnited  Sutes 
was  competent  to  do  all  the  actual  transaction  busi- 
ness of  tue  District  This  be  denied  on  Tarious 
ffrounds :  the  evils  of  a  moneyed  aristocracy  ;  the 
distinction  of  interests  in  the  District,  requiring 
separate  institutions  for  each ;  the  impracticability 
of^  calling  in,  within  any  reasonable  period,  the 
amount  of  debt  due  to  the  banks,  especially  with- 
out substituting  for  it  something  Hke  an  equal 
amount  of  bank  capital — ^which  it  could  not  be 
expected  that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  would 
draw  from  the  commercial  cities  where  it  is  now 
employed. 

Mr.  Wabfield  followed,  on  the  same  side  of 
the  question.  He  denied  that  the  bank  capital  o£ 
the  District  is  too  large,  when  we  take  into  view 
the  great  extent  of  country  in  Virginia,  and  that 
portion  of  Maryland  depending  on  the  District  for 
a  market  for  its  produce.    No  fraud,  or  misconduct^ 
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or  want  of  punctuality,  on  the  part  of  the  banks, 
had  been  alleged ;  no  petition  had  been  presented 
from  any  part  of  this  District,  or  from  any  portion 
of  the  United  States,  against  a  renewal  of  the 
charters  of  the  banks.  In  no  part  of  the  Union 
had  the  increase  of  population  or  the  progress  of 
improTement  been  more  rapid  than  in  this  District. 
The  inhabitants  were  an  enterprising  people,  and 
had  doaemuch  within  a  short  time.  Theu*  enter- 
prise ought  not  to  be  cramped,  nor  their  exertions 
paraip^  by  the  destruction  of  the  banks,  &c. 
Tlie  branch  bank  here,  he  contended,  could  not 
be  competent  to  the  business  of  the  District ;  nor 
would  it  be  wise,  he  said,  to  make  the  interests  of 
the  banks  exclusively  dependent  on  that  institution. 
iuc.  For  these,  and  other  reasons,  he  was  opposed 
to  the  motion  before  the  Committee. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Cobb's 
motion,  and  decided  in  the  negative  by  a  large 
majority. 

Mr.  McLean,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  by  adding  to  it  a  provision  to  make  the  in- 
dividual property  of  the  stockholders  of  the  banks 
liable  for  all  the  debts  of  the  banks. 

Mr.  Mercer  remarked  that  this  provision  was 
unprecedented  in  any  other  bank  cnarter  in  the 
United  States ;  which,  itself,  was  a  strong  argu- 
ment against  the  amendment. 

Mr.  McLean  defended  his  amendment.  The 
constitution  o£  one  of  the  States,  he  said,  con- 
tained a  provbion  that  no  bank  should  ever  be 
incorporated  therein  without  such  a  fundamental 
condition.  If  to  be  found  in  the  charter  of  no  other 
bank,  it  was  high  time  the  principle  should  be  es- 
tablished, for  reasons  which  he  urged  at  large; 
and  neither  here,  nor  anywhere  else,  would  he  vote 
for  the  charter  of  any  bank  which  did  not  contain 
sDch  a  pro  vision. 

Mr.  Brusb  objected  to  the  tx  post  facto  opera- 
tion of  this  proposition,  as  it  would  go  to  change 
the  nature  of  existing  contracts.  He  had  no  ob- 
jection, he  said,  to  modify  it  so  as  to  operate  pro- 
spectivelv. 

Mr.  Wahfield  spoke  against  the  motion. 

Mr.  McLean  modified  ms  motion  so  as  to  make 
it  take  effect  from  and  after  the  expiration  of  the 
present  charters  of  the  banks. 

Mr.  Mercer  made  some  observations  to  show 
that  such  a  provision  was  unnecessary,  and  would 
be  oppressive,  and,  therefore,  ought  not  to  be  in- 
corporated in  the  bill. 

Mr.  McLean  replied.  Among  other  arguments, 
he  likened  banks  to  associations  or  partnerships  for 
carrying  on  mercantile  or  trading  business,  of 
which,  no  one  ever  doubted  that  every  partner  in 
the  concern  was  liable  for  the  debts  of  tne  firm,  &c. 

Mr.  Mercer  aflain  spoke  in  reply  to  Mr.  Mc- 
Lean, and  in  vindication  of  the  present  provisions 
of  the  hill  for  securing  the  due  administration  of 
the  banks,  &«. 

Mr.  CuAT^  after  expressing  his  indisposition  to 
amend  this  bill,  understanding  it  had  be^  arranged 
according  to  tne  wishes  of  the  people  of  the  Dis- 
trict, made  some  remarks  in  favor  or  a  prompt  dis- 
position of  this  question,  and  a  curtailment  of  de- 
bate, with  a  view  to  the  shortness  of  the  remainder 


of  the  session,  which  would  be  left  for  the  consid 
eration  of  other  important  subjects. 

Mr.  Cobb,  in  the  course  of  some  remarks  in  re- 
ply to  Mr.  Clay,  said  that  the  Speaker  was  under 
a  mistake  in  supposing  that  this  bill  was  framed  in 
accordance  with  the  general  wishes  of  the  people 
of  the  District 

Mr.  Campbell  spoke  in  favor  of  the  amendment, 
and  Mr.  Tucker,  of  Virginia,  also  made  a  few  re- 
marks upon  it. 

Mr.  Mercer  spoke  in  reoly  to  the  suggestion  of 
Mr.  Cobb,  above  stated,  with  a  few  exceptions 
in  Alexandria,  and  the  exception  of  a  single  gen- 
tleman on  this  side  of  the  District,  he  had  heard  of 
no  dissatisfaction  of  the  people  of  the  District  with 
the  provisions  of  this  bill. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  McLean's  mo- 
tion, and  decided  in  the  negative  by  a  large  ma- 
jority. 

Various  other  amendments  were  proposed  and 
successively  rejected,  on  which  debate  took  place, 
in  the  course  of  which  Mr.  Mercer  distinguished 
himself  in  defence  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Clay  then  made  a  motion  to  amend  the  bill 
by  adding  thereto  a  new  section,  as  follows,  viz : 

^  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  nothing^  herein 
contained  shall  prevent,  or  be  constroed  to  prevent 
Cottgreis  from  repealing  or  modifying  the  whole  or 
any  part  of  this  act,  whenever  they  shall  think  proper." 

This  motion  was  agreed  to  without  debate  or 
opposition. 

Mr.  Metcalf  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  first 
section  of  the  bill,  with  a  view  to  destroy  it. 

Mr.  Metcalf  spoke  as  follows : 

I  am  aware,  said  he,  of  the  exhausted  patience 
of  the  Committee ;  but,  as  I  am  not  in  the  habit  of 
speaking  often,  and  do  not  intend  to  speak  long,  I 
am  induced  to  claim  the  indulgence  of  members 
for  the  purpose  of  givingj  as  concisely  as  possible, 
my  views  of  this  interestmg  subject. 

W  ith  my  re&ipected  colleague,  who  thinks  it  un- 
necessary at  this  time  to  enter  deeply  into  the  great 
principles  upon  which  those  institutions  are  found- 
ed, I  cannot  agree ;  and  only  regret  that  my  incli- 
nation is  not  Mtter  supported  by  the  qualifications 
necessary  for  the  investigation  of  those  principles. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  very  zealously 
entreats  us  to  recharter  these  banks  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  them  time  to  vind  up  their  business. 
But,  since  the  rejection  of  the  amendment  which 
was  just  now  offered,  the  object  of  which  was  to 
bind  the  property  of  individual  stockholders,  I  am 
apprehensive  that  they  are  to  wind  up  without 
taking  in  their  notes,  as  some  other  banxs  of  the 
District,  which  have  been  named  by  the  gentle- 
men from  Virginia  in  debate,  have  done. 

Daring  this  discussion,  we  have  been  called  on 
by  gentlemen  from  various  quarters  to  regard  very 
sacredly  the  ri{^hts  of  the  people  of  this  District, 
and  not  to  suflSr  our  friendly  teelings  for  the  Uni- 
ted States  Bank  to  influence  us  against  those  of 
the  District. 

It  is  my  sincere  desire  to  deal  tenderly  with  the 
rights  of  these  citizens,  and  in  all  things  to  do  them 
at  least  ample  justice,  because  they  have  no  other 
tribunal  to  whom  they  can  look  for  legislative 
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protection ;  but  I  am  unwilling  to  extend  to  them 
a  privilege  which,  in  my  opmion,  should  never 
again  be  extended  to  any  portion  of  the  citizens  of 
this  Republic.  And  it  is  quite  certain  that  I  am 
not  influenced  by  feelings  of  friendship  for  the 
United  States  Bank.  From  this  institution  I  an- 
ticipate the  most  serious  evils  to  my  country.  Per- 
haps these  evils  may  never  be  found  to  exist,  ex- 
cept in  my  own  imagination ;  but  I  cannot  help 
viewing  the  United  States  Bank  as  the  darkest 
speck  which  at  this  time  is  to  be  seen  on  the  es- 
cutcheon of  American  liberty.  . 

But,  sir,  if  the  able  writers  and  eloquent  states- 
men who  have  lately  disrobed  these  wicked,  these 
insidious  spectres,  and  exposed  them  naked  to  pub- 
lic view  in  all  their  deformity,  together  with  tneir 
practical  effects  on  society,  as  have  been  of  late 
years,  and  are  now  so  obviously,  so  manifestly  ex- 
perienced, do  not  flash  conviction  on  the  minds 
of  the  multitude,  and  arouse  them  in  opposition  to 
those  brazen-fronted  corporations,  it  will  fill  the 
enemies  of  free  government  with  joy  to  think  that 
they  have  at  least  a  plausible  pretext  for  the  asser- 
tion which  they  have  so  of^en  and  so  maliciously 
reiterated,  *'  that  a  community  of  individuals  are 
incompetent  to  the  task  of  self-government.'' 

Some  of  the  ablest  pens,  and  of  the  most  elo- 
quent statesmen  and  orators  that  adorn  the  present, 
and  would  have  adorned  any  other  age,  have  at- 
tempted a  generous,  a  manly,  a  noble  resistance  to 
banking  systems  such  as  we  have  established  in 
this  Government,  with  no  one  principle  of  equity 
or  of  justice  in  tnem.  Sparks  of  fire  have  been 
elicited  and  sent  forth  in  burning  streams  among 
the  people.  And  is  it  true  that  they  cannot  l^ 
aroused  from  their  apathy  ?  I  hope  it  is  not  true. 
I  trust  the  materials  are  combustible,  and  that  a 
sacred  glow  of  patriotism  will  at  last  liffht  up  their 
souls  I  and  that  a  love  of  virtue,  oi  justice,  of 
equabty.  and  of  all  the  genuine,  but  violated  prin- 
ciples or  this  happy  Grovernment,  will  determine 
them  to  resist  the  bold  and  daring  encroachments 
made  upon  their  rights  by  banking  corporations. 

In  the  flrst  place,  it  does  appear  to  me  that  one 
of  the  principal  causes  of  the  many  blunders  com- 
mitted by  American  statesmen  arises  from  this 
plain  ana  simple  circumstance.  They  are  too  apt 
to  look  beyond  the  waters  for  example.  They 
bring  all  their  materials  from  abroad ;  they  go  to 
monarchies,  aristocracies,  and  hierarchies ;  exam- 
ine minutely  and  critically  every  pin  and  wheel 
in  the  whole  machinery  by  which  those  Govern- 
ments operate ;  and,  as  I  think,  without  due  reflec- 
tion, attempt  the  introduction  of  this  unsuitable, 
this  unappropriate  and  unhallowed  kind  of  ma- 
chinery into  this  free  Grovernment.  They  pluck 
from  Governments  which  were  established  for  the 
special  and  exclusive  benefit  and  advantage  of 
tnose  who  govern,  of  their  minions  and  privueged 
orders,  all  tne  materials  with  which  they  propose 
to  set  in  motion  a  Government  that  seeks  to  ex- 
tend its  benefits  and  advantages  alike  to  all  its 
citizens  without  distinction— «3l  the  materials  out 
of  which  they  propose  to  build  the  grandest,  the 
noblestj  the  most  stupendous  work  of  human  lib- 
erty, of  human  wisdom,  and  of  human  happiness. 


This  is  a  mighty  error,  and  one  that  a  little  expe- 
rience ought  to  correct.  Can  it  be  expected  tnat 
such  adverse  principles  will  harmonize?  Can  it 
be  supposed  that  such  discordant  elements  will 
commingle  and  settle  down  in  a  placid  union  ?  To 
produce  such  a  reconciliation  would  require  all 
the  nice,  the  subtle,  the  keen-eyed,  the  hairsplit- 
ting, and  technical  refinement  of  tne  present  day ; 
but  I  am  sure  it  would  baflle.  completely  baffle, 
^ood  old-fashioned,  practical,  solid  common  sense ; 
by  the  standard  of  which  it  would  be  found  to  be 
utterly  contrary  to  the  nature  of  things. 

European  writers,  it  is  true,  have  attempted  to 
prove  the  utility  ot  banking  institutions  by  the 
^ood  effects  which  they  are  pleased  to  say  resulted 
trom  them,  in  various  parts  of  the  old  world,  for 
the  last  six  or  seven  hundred  years.  In  Venice, 
G^oa,  Amsterdam,  France,  England,  and  in 
many  other  places,  they  have  made  the  experi- 
ment. And  thougn  it  is  acknowledged  that  at 
one  time  the  most  serious  and  distressing  calamity 
was  brought  upon  the  French  nation  by  one  of 
these  deceptive  institutions,  yet  it  is  insisted  that, 
with  this  exception,  and  that  of  the  South  Sea 
Company,  and  perhaps  a  few  others  of  a  similar 
character,  they  were  not  found  to  be  mischievous. 

They  tell  us  that  facilities  were  afforded  to  com- 
merce, and  it  flourished;  that  towns. and  cities 
sprang  up  as  if  by  magic,  and  all  this.  But  they 
do  not  tell  us  that  these  wonder-working  institu- 
tions extended  alike  to  all  classes  of  the  citizens, 
under  those  Gk>vemments,  the  same  benefits,  com- 
forts, and  advantag^,  to  the  m!:dtitude  who  com- 
posed the  physiciu  strength  of  these  nations,  as 
well  as  to  tne  few  who  govern  them.  No !  their 
history  would  contradict  the  assertion.  We  know 
that  the  multitude  were  degraded,  poor,  and  mis- 
erable, without  either  the  prospect  or  hope  of  re- 
lief; and  at  their  expense  the  tew  rioted  ra  excess 
and  in  the  most  luxurious  enjoyments. 

Then,  if  it  be  true  that  those  are  the  best  Grov- 
ermnents  that  dispense  the  greatest  portioa  of  hu- 
man happiness,  it  does  seem  to  me  that  there  was. 
and  is,  a  great  deficiency  in  the  €k)veriunents  of 
which  I  have  spoken,  their  banking  corporations 
notwithstanding. 

A  nation  may  erect  the  most  splendid  temples — 
walls  and  towers  of  the  most  costly  workmanship : 
pyramids,  if  you  please,  of  invisible  height.  Or  it 
may  vest  its  millions  and  millions,  as  we  have 
done,  in  one  proud  Capitol,  supported  on  its  numer- 
ous and  lofty  columns  of  polisned  marble,  and  still 
this  is  no  proof  of  a  nation's  prosperity,  or  of  the 
happiness  of  the  people.  So  may  towns  and  cities^ 
spring  up  by  unjustly  concentrating  the  labor  and 
resources  or  a  whole  community,  and  appjlying  it 
to  that  particular  purpose.  But,  I  repeat  i^  that, 
instead  of  this  being  a  proof  of  a  nation's  prosperi- 
ty, or  of  the  happiness  of  the  people,  the  cootrar^s 
in  the  general,  is  precisely  the  fact.  These  monu- 
ments of  a  nation's  folly  and  extravagance,  almost 
always  take  root  in,  and  grow  out  or,  oppression. 
Just  such  oppression  as  the  banks  of  iirtucii  I 
have  spoken,  and  all  others  which  may  hare  been 
established  on  similar  principles,  had  the  power  oi 
inflicting,  and  did  inflict  on  the  multitude. 
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To  what  class,  according  to  political  writers, 
does  this  privileged  order,  who  are  incorporated 
into  a  paper  aristocracy,  or,  if  you  please,  into  a 
moneyed  anstocracy,  belong?  Suruy  not  to  the 
productive  classes.  They  produce  nothing  sub* 
stantially  or  intrinsically  valuable  to  the  commu- 
nity, we  all  know.  They  barely  serve  to  put  in 
motion  a  machine,  which,  by  its  silent  and  secret 
manoeuveting  and  contrivance,  has  the  power 
most  artfully  to  transfer  the  substance,  Uie  earn- 
ings, and  property,  of  those  who  are  productive,  to 
the  sole  use,  benefit,  and  behoof  of  themselves,  and 
of  other  idle  consumers. 

As  a  late  and  able  writer  of  Virginia  has  very 
justly  said  on  this  subject,  "  These  corporations 
'  have  the  power  to  appTy  their  law-chartered  tubes 
^  to  the  great  body  ot  those  whose  labor  is  produc- 
'  tive,  and,  unp«rceived^  to  draw  away  their  sub- 
^  stance,  as  the  vampire  is  said  to  suck  the  blood  from 
^  those  who  are  asleep."  Dr.  Smith,  however,  has 
amused  us  with  a  veiy  ingenious  and  fanciful  de- 
scription of  banks.  And  as  he  is  from  beyond  the 
waters — a  salnect  of  the  good  old  mother  country — 
consequently  his  work  must  be  more  entitled  to  our 
serious  consideration  than  the  work  of  the  writer 
of  whom  I  have  just  now  spoken,  than  the  son  of 
Virginia — that  truant  daughter  ot  this  same  good 
old  mother. 

The  right  fanciful  Doctor  has  told  us  of  roads 
leading  to  and  from  the  banks,  through  the  air, 
where  carriages  might  run,  (and  I  presume  he 
might  have  said  with  at  least  the  raindit^  of  a 
velocipede.)  But  these  doctrines  are  not  suited  to 
a  plain,  homespun,  matter-of-fact  republican  peo- 
ple. Is  it  not  less  hazardous  for  republicans  tOi 
travel  on  the  groimd  ?  Be  it  mountainous  or  level, 
rocky  or  smooth,  give  me  good  old  terra  firma. 

Besides,  I  do  not  think  it  fair  that  the  multitude 
should  be  taxed  for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  a 
balloon,  and  gas,  and  whatever  else  may  be  neces- 
sary for  these  airy  travellers,  without  participating 
in  their  enjoyments ;  and  I  do  most  seriously  dread 
the  consequences  about  the  time  they  are  aoomed 
to  li^t !  For  human  bodies  to  fly,  is  nothing — 
nothmg  at  all.  Perhaps  a  republican  might  fly. 
But,  how  is  he  to  light  ?  There  lies  the  rub ! 
And,  depend  upon  it,  that  sooner  or  later,  these 
aoial  voyagers  must  light :  and  a  sore  fall  they 
will  have  of  it,  either  to  themselves  or  to  those 
upon  whose  heads  they  happen  to  descend,  or  to 
both. 

However,  in  a  government  composed  of  privile- 
ged orders,  and  set  in  motion  by  that  awkward  and 
ill  contrived  machinery  called  checks  and  balances, 
a  bankinff  institution  might  be  less  mischievous. 
If  properly  poisoi,  it  might  enable  the  commercial 
interest  to  check  the  usurpations  of  a  feudal  aris- 
tocracy. But  even  then  it  would  soon  become  the 
task-master  of  the  manufacturer,  and  all  others 
under  its  control,  as  the  feudal  baron  is  the  task- 
master of  the  actual  tiller  of  the  soil. 

Again,  sir :  I  hold  the  doctrine  which  I  have 
somewhere  seen  to  be  undeniably  true :  "  that  all 
those  who  identify  themselves  with  banks  not 
founded  on  principles  of  mutual  iustice  and  secu- 
rity, have  an  interest  adverse  to  tne  interest  of  the 


balance  of  society ;  that  from  the  very  nature  of 
such  an  institution  it  is  doomed  to  make  continual 
and  unceasing  war  upon  the  just  rights  of  the  bal- 
ance of  society."  Now,  man  is  said  to  be  the 
creature  of  motive,  and  avarice  a  strong  and  almost 
irresistible  passion.  If,  then,  you  would  excite 
those  who  are  high  in  power  to  useful  action,  give 
them  no  interest  separate  and  distinct  from  the 
interest  of  the  balance  of  society.  Lead  them  not 
into  temptation',  for  if  you  do  you  have  not  the 
power  to  deliver  them  from  evU.  And  those  who 
are  thus  situated  will  soon  become  too  arrosant  to 
ask  that  deliverance  from  Him  who  alone  has  the 
power  to  grant  it.  By  the  establishment  of  a  bank, 
such  as  this  which  we  have  nicknamed  (if  it  be 
not  treason  to  mention  it)  the  "United  States 
Bank,"  with  its  various  branches  extending  to  the 
different  States,  the  interest  of  the  highest  oflScers, 
Executive,  Legislative,  and  Judicial,  both  of  the 
Goieral  and  State  Governments,  may  become 
identified  with  the  bank,  and  consequently  inimi- 
cal to  that  of  the  people.  Now,  I  confess  that  I 
do  not  like  to  see  the  most  exalted  and  virtuous 
characters  thus  situated;  and  I  consider  it  very 
bad  policy  so  to  place  them. 

Tnere  is  anotaer  objection^  and  one  which,  in 
my  humble  opinion,  ou^ht  of  itself  to  be  sufficient 
to  prevent  the  introduction  of  banks  into  any  coun- 
try :  I  allude  to  banks  established  on  similar  prin- 
ciples, and  vestins  the  managers  with  similar  pow- 
ers to  those  which  have  heretofore  been  established 
by  this  or  by  any  of  the  State  governments,  as  far 
as  my  knowledge  of  them  extends.  They  destroy 
all  stability  in  me  price  or  value  of  property.  The 
managers  of  these  mints  can  mingle,  alloy,  or  pu- 
rify the  currency  at  pleasure ;  they  can  enhance 
or  depreciate  the  value  of  property  at  will :  they, 
and  they  alone,  know  when  to  buy  and  when  to 
sell,  so  as  to  make  the  most  advantageous  specula- 
tions :  they  may  keep  the  prices  of  property  con- 
tinually cnanging  and  fluctuating,  the  better  to 
deceive,  cheat,  and  defraud  the  citizen  out  of  that 
property.  Not  to  have  a  uniform  standard  of 
weights  and  measures  is  a  most  distressing  evil  in 
any  country ;  but  by  no  means  so  distressing  as 
that  of  a  fluctuatinff  bank  currency.  No,  I  know 
of  no  evil  so  coropucated,  or  of  equal  magnitude 
to  that  which  is  so  snugly  wrapt  up  in  a  legal 
mantle ;  so  completely  hidden  and  concealed  from 
public  security.  How  are  your  industrious  and 
productive  classes  to  ^ard  against  the  effects  of 
these  terriUe  institutions?  They  cannot  repose 
in  safety  under  them:  they  must  abandon  tneir 
useful  avocations,  and  keep  their  eyes  (if  I  may  be 
permitted  to  use  a  military  phrase)  continually 
turned  upon  the  fuffleman ;  they  must  become  in- 
timately acquainted  with  the  arts  and  manage- 
ment of  this  (kxtrous  jusgler,  by  way  of  self-de- 
fence ;  and  in  doing  so,  they  cease  to  be  virtuous, 
useful,  or  productive :  they  become  infected  with 
poison,  and  in  their  turn  begin  to  cheat  and  swin- 
dle— and  thus  the  whole  society  becomes  corrupt. 

If  you  would  have  a  virtuous  and  patriotic  peo- 
ple, create  no  privileged  orders.  Protect  individ- 
ual industry  and  enterprise.  Give  no  one  class  of 
your  citizens  any  advantages  over  the  next ;  and 
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they  will  all  of  them  rally  around  the  standard  of 
liberty  and  equality  in  times  of  danger.  Yes ;  of 
liberty  and  equality,  terms  much  abused  here,  as 
well  as  they  have  been  in  France  and  elsewhere ; 
but,  like  the  Christian  reliction,  which  has  also 
been  much  abused  everywhere ;  yet  it  is  not  the 
less  true  or  the  less  righteous  in  itself,  on  that  ac- 
count. Then  do  not  mfer  that  I  am  in  favor  of  a 
system  of  levelism  as  it  it  is  called.  Or  that,  like 
ambitious  Cssar.  I  would  be  in  favor  of  the  pas- 
sage of  agrarian  laws.  I  would  not  take  one  cent 
from  the  mdustrious  and  frugal  economist  for  the 
purpose  of  dividing  it  with  the  idle  and  worthless 
prodigal.  No;  but  I  would  have  the  Government 
to  speak  to  all  its  citizens,  as  the  just  parent  does 
to  all  his  children ;  where  there  are  no  laws  of 
primogeniture,  of  the  good  things  of  this  life,  give 
to  each  an  equal  portion ;  the  same  protection,  the 
same  benefits  and  advantages  in  all  thinss,  to  each 
should  be  generously  extended ;  and  under  Provi- 
dence let  the  success  and  prosperity  of  each  de- 
pend upon  himself.  These  are  the  principles  that 
constitute  the  pride  and  the  glory  of  the  American 
Republic — ^principles  that  ought  to  be  cherished, 
that  ought  to  be  engraven  on  the  heart,  that  ou^ht 
to  be  indelibly  impressed  on  the  mind  of  every  sin- 
cere friend  to  the  perpetuation  of  republican  lib- 
erty in  its  puritv. 

When  Mr.  M.  had  concluded — 

The  question  was  taken  on  a^eein^  to  his  mo- 
tion, and  decided  in  the  negative  without  a  di- 
vbion. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  bill 
to  the  House  as  amended. 

The  amendment  (moved  by  Mr.  Clay)  agreed 
to  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  McLean  renewed  the  amendment  which 
he  proposed  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with  this 
variance,  that  the  individual  liability  of  the  stock- 
holder was  now  proposed  to  be  confined  to  the 
amount  of  stock  held  oy  him. 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  some  debate,  in  which 
Messrs.  McLean,  Mercer,  Brush,  and  Hardin, 
tookpart 

After  which  the  motion  was  negatived ;  and  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read- 
ing without  any  other  amendment  than  that  moved 
by  Mr.  Clay. 


Tuesday,  April  11. 

Mr.  Andersoi^,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  annex  certain 
lands  within  the  Territory  of  Michigan  to  the  land 
district  of  Detroit ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  on 
Monday  next. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Margaret  Perry ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  providing  for  the  better 
organization  of  the  Treasury  Department,"  re- 
ported the  same  without  amendment,  and  the  bill 


was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Smyth,  from  the  Military  Committee,  who 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
providing  a  more  effectual  remedy  against  duel- 
ling in  the  Army  and  Navy  and  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  made  a  report,  in  which  they  state, 
"  that  they  consider  the  existing  law  as  amply 
sufi&cient,  if  executed,  to  repress  doeliiiig  in  the 
Army,"  and  they  therefore  ask  to  be  discharged 
from  further  inquiry  on  the  subject.  The  report 
was  adopted  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Smyth,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
report  on  the  memorial  of  Nathaniel  Hall  Lor- 
ing,  Thomas  Ragland,  Charles  Rutledge  Holmes, 
Charles  R.  Vinin^,  and  Wilson  M.C.  Fairfax,  late 
cadets  at  the  Military  Academv  at  West  Point ; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  petition  of  Joseph  B,  Bloomfield,  on  be- 
half of  Richard  S.  Hackley,  made  report  thereon  ; 
which  was  read,  when  Mr.  S.  reported  a  biU  for 
the  relief  of  Richard  S.  Hackley ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to-morrow. 

Mr  Robert  Moore,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  petition  of  John  Webster,  made 
a  report  thereon,  which  was  read ;  when  Mr.  M. 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  said  John  Web- 
ster ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  to  wit :  "An  act  to  authorize  the  erection  of 
a  lignthouse  on  one  of  the  Isles  of  Shoals  near 
Portsmouth,  in  New  Hampshire ;"  and  *'An  act 
declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the 
State  of  Georgia,"  passed  the  19th  of  December, 
1818 ;  in  which  bills  they  ask  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

The  said  bills  were  read  twice  and  sevenlly  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Commerce. 

Ordered^  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to 
which  is  committed  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  en- 
tided  ''An  act  to  continue  in  force  the  act  passed 
on  the  20th  day  of  April,  1818,  entitled  'An  act 
supplementary  to  an  act  entided  An  act  to  regulate 
the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage," 
passed  the  second  dav  of  March,  1799,"  be  db- 
charged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  said 
bill ;  and  having  amended  the  same,  the  amend- 
ment was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill 
read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entided  "An  act  to  alter  the 
times  of  the  session  of  the  circuit  and  district 
courts  in  the  District  of  Columbia,"  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of  die  Co- 
lumbian Institute,  established  for  the  promotion  €ff 
arts  and  sciences  in  the  City  of  Washington.  The 
bill  was  reported  with  an  amendment,  which  was 
read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Cook  moved  further  to  amend  the  said  bill 
by  adding  thereto  the  following  proviso : 
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^Andpfavided  Jufiker,  That  whenever  the  9uat 
may  be  Teqnired  fi>r  the  public  viae,  that  their  right 
shall  cease  and  expire." 

And  on  the  question  to  agree  thereto,  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  negative.  The  bill  was  then 
further  amended :  when  Mr.  Cocke  moved  that  the 
said  bill  be  postponed  indefinitely ;  which  motion 
being  rejected,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  rest  of  the  day  was  occupied  in  Committees 
of  the  Whole,  in  which  tbe  following  mentioned 
bills  were  taken  up  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
tiiird  readinp  to-morrow,  viz:  A  bill  lor  the  re- 
lief of  Stephen  Baxtor ;  a  bill  authorizing  the  sale 
of  a  part  of  the  fflebe  of  Rock  Creek  Church ; 
a  bill  for  the  refief  of  John  McOrew,  Richard 
Cravat,  Hardy  Perry,  and  Beley  Cheney ;  a  bill 
for  the  rdief  of  the  representatives  of  Henry  Wil- 
lis;  a  biU  for  the  relief  of  Angus  O.  Frazer  and 
others;  a  bill  giving  the  right  of  pre-emption  to 
James  Shields ;  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Josepn  Bruce ; 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ann  Mclntire,  admmbtratrix 
of  Andrew  Mclntire ;  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  of  Abijah  Hunt  and  William  O.  Forman ; 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Withers ;  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Daniel  Converse  and  C^eoree  Miller; 
a  biU  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  of  Jonn  Heaps, 
deceased ;  a  hill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Bickiey 
and  Catherine  Clark ;  a  bill  for  issuing  letters  pat- 
ent to  Henry  Burden. 

The  following  mentioned  bills  also  passed  through 
Committees  of  the  Whole,  and  were  subsequently 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  in  the  House,  viz :  A 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Margaret  Hall,  late  Margaret 
McKenzie ;  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Berryman  Green, 
administrator  of  Samuel  Kerby,  deceased ;  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Greneral  James  Wilkinson. 

Mi.  Cocke,  from  the  managers  at  the  confer- 
ence, on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses 
on  one  of  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
military  appropriation  bill,  reported  that  the  com- 
mittee of  conference  had  met,  conferred,  and  were 
unable  to  come  to  any  agreement  on  the  subject. 
The  report  was  reaa,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 


Wbdkesdat,  April  12. 

Mr.  Baldwin  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Society  for  the  encouragement  of  Ameri- 
can manufactores,  praying  that  further  motection 
and  encouragement  may  l^  extended  to  the  manu- 
facturing interest  of  the  country  generally;  which 
was  referred  to  a  Committee  ol  tne  Whole. 

Mr.  PiNCKNBY  presented  a  memorial  and  peti- 
tion of  sundry  merchants  and  underwriters,  of  the 
city  of  Charleston,  in  South  Ca^lina,  prayin^^ 
compensation  for  spoliations  committed  on  their 
lawtul  commerce,  by  cruisers  under  tbe  French 
fla^,  between  the  year  1793  and  the  year  1800, 
their  claims  to  wblch,  upon  the  Government  of 
France,  for  indemnity,  were  abandoned  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States,  in  the  convention  of  the 
^th  of  September,  1800;  which  memorial  and 
petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 


that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act 
supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  concern- 
ing navigation ;"  in  which  bill  they  ask  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 
continue  in  force  the  act  passed  on  the  20th  day 
of  April,  1818,  entitled  <An  act  supplementary  to 
an  act  entitled  An  act  to  regulate  the  collection  of 
duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  passed  the  2d  day 
of  March,  1799,"  was  read  the  third  time  as 
amended.  Whereupon,  the  said  bill  was  further 
amended,  by  unanimous  consent.  The  question 
was  then  talcen,  Shall  the  said  bill  pass,  as  amend- 
ed ?  and  passed  in  the  affirmative.  The  title  of 
the  bill  was  then  amended,  by  adding  thereto  the 
words :  "and  for  other  purposes.'' 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit : 
An  act  for  the  benefit  of  the  Columbian  Institute, 
established  for  the  promotion  of  arts  and  sciences, 
in  the  City  of  Washington ;  an  act  to  authorize 
the  sale  of  part  of  the  glebe  of  Rock  Creek  Church, 
in  the  county  of  Washington,  in  the  District  of 
Columbia ;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Stephen  Bax- 
ter, late  paymaster  of  the  third  regiment  of  New 
York  volunteers;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
McGrew,  Richard  Cravat,  Hardy  Perry,  and 
Beley  Cheney;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Ansus  O. 
Frazer,  and  others ;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph 
Bruce ;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Abijah 
Hunt,  and  William  Grordon  Forman ;  an  act  for 
the  relief  of  Thomas  C.  Withers ;  an  act  for  the 
relief  of  Daniel  Converse  and  George  Miller;  an 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  of  John  Heaps,  de- 
ceased ;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Bickley 
and  Catharine  Clark,  administratrix  of  John  Clark, 
deceased ;  an  act  authorizing  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  issue  letters  patent  to  Henry  Burden — ^were 
severally  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  giving  the 
right  of  pre-emption  tb  James  Shields,"  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  the  question  was  stated,  shall 
it  pass?  When  Mr.  Cocke  moved  that  the  said 
bill  be  postponed  indefinitely ;  which  motion  being 
rejectea,  the  question  was  then  taken,  Shall  the 
bill  pass  ?  and  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

The  engrossed  bills  for  the  relief  of  the  Icsal 
representatives  of  Henry  Willis,  and  for  the  refief 
of  Ann  Mclntire,  were  severally  read  a  third  time ; 
and  the  first  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Robebtsoh, 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table;  and  the  second,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Campbell,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  report  made  yesterday  by  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs,  on  the  memorial  of  Nathaniel 
Hall  Loring,  Thomas  Ra^land,  Charles  Rutledge 
Holmes,  Charles  R.  Vinmg,  and  Wibon  M.  C. 
Fairfax,  late  cadets  at  the  Military  Academy  at 
West  Point,  was,  on  motion,  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  John  H.  Piatt,"  in  which  they 
ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  said  bill  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 
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Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  Judiciary  Committee, 
offered  the  following  report: 

The  Committee  on  the  Jadicitry,  to  whom  wms 
referred  the  bill  from  the  Senste  '*fuitfaer  to  amend 
the  judicial  system  of  the  United  States,"  report,  that 
they  have  had  the  same  under  consideration.  The 
bill  pzoposes  to  form  the  district  of  East  Tennessee 
and  that  of  West  Tennessee  into  one  circuit;  and  to 
appoint  a  judge  for  the  same  circuit,  with  a  salary  of 
three  thousand  dollars  a  year,  and  with  all  the  powers 
of  a  circuit  judge  within  the  circuit  so  established. 
The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  inex- 
pedient to  make  such  an  innoratton  upon  the  existing 
judicial  system.  It  will  probably  become  necessary, 
at  no  very  distant  time,  to  make  some  general  chenge, 
and,  in  the  mean  time,  the  committee  think  no  par- 
tial alteration  ought  to  be  permitted  essenliany  iaoon- 
sistent  with  the  present  arrangement,  and  difficult  to 
reconcile  with  any  future  systematic  measure.  Such 
would  be  the  proposed  establishment  lor  the  districts 
of  Tennessee.  The  committeet  therefore,  respect- 
fully recommend  to  the  House  not  to  concur  in  the 
said  bilL 

The  bill  and  report  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
uble. 

DISTRICT  BANKS. 

The  bill  ^^  coQcerniog  the  banks  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,"  was  read  a  third  time;  and  the 
question  being  stated — "  Shall  the  bill  pass  ?" 

Mr.  Foot  moved  to  postpone  the  bill  until  the 
next  session  of  Congress^  on  the  ground  as  well  ot 
opposition  to  incorDoratme  anew  so  much  bank 
capital,  as  of  a  douot  whetlier  the  bill  was  accept- 
able to  the  people  of  the  District  j^nerally.  He 
added  that  there  was  no  occasion  lor  haste  on  the 
subject,  inasmuch  as  none  of  the  charters  of  the 

S resent  banks  would  expire  before  the  4th  dav  of 
farch  next ;  and  there  would  be  time  enough  at 
the  next  session  of  Congress  to  act  upon  the  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  CuLPEPER  hoped  the  motion  for  postpone- 
ment would  not  prevail.  It  was'true,  he  said,  that 
the  charters  of  the  banks  would  not  expire  before 
the  next  session  of  Congress ;  but  it  was  equally 
true,  that,  under  the  apprehension  that  the  clmrtens 
would  not  be  renewea,  curtailments  of  their  debts 
would  necessarily  be  made,  which  in  these  times 
would  produce  much  distress  among  the  people. 
It  had  been  said,  that  the  Branch  Bank  of  the 
United  States  could  fomish  sufficient  baak  acoom- 
modation  for  the  people  of  the  District  Mr.  C. 
said  it  could  not  do  it,  and,  if  it  could,  he  was  not 
willing  to  put  the  people  of  the  District  wholly 
into  the  power  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
Mr.  Mercbr  opposed  the  postponement,  with 
the  same  earnestness  which  he  had  shown  in  the 
previous  debate  on  this  subject.  With  reroect  to 
the  sense  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  District,  he  said 
it  was  almost  unanimous  in  fiivor  of  the  bill.  He 
had  scarcely  heard  the  voice  of  complaint  against 
it ;  and,  he  supposed  enough  had  appeared  to  satisfy 
any  man,  that  a  large  majority  ot  the  people  were 
in  favor  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  Cobb  said,  he  was  opposed  to  this  bill,  in 
any  shape:  but  was  further  opposed  to  it  because 
he  believed  it  was  not  generaUy  acceptable  to  the 


people  of  the  District.  So  far  as  it  respected  the 
merchants,  bank  directors,  and  that  class  eenerally 
being  in  favor  of  this  bill,  he  had  no  doulit  of  the 
fact.  It  is  their  bill,  said  Mr.  C.--it  is  to  their  in- 
terest that  it  should  p&ss.  But^  if  he  were  to  re- 
capitulate all  that  he  had  heard  against  the  bill,  it 
would  take  up  more  time  than  he  was  willinp[  to 
consume.  He  knew  the  gentleman  from  Virgmia 
was  mistaken,  when  he  said  there  was  no  dissent- 
ing voice,  on  this  subject,  among  the  peoj>Ie  of  the 
District.  Mr.  C.  said  he  had  spoken  with  as  re- 
spectable men  as  any  in  the  District,  who  had  told 
him  there  was  now  too  much  bank  capital  in  the 
District,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  reduced.  Objec- 
tions to  this  bill,  indee^had  reached  him  in  various 
ways ;  he  had  received  a  variety  of  anonymous 
letters  on  the  subject,  and.  so  far  from  every  person 
being  in  favor  ot  it,  he  oelieved  there  were  very 
many  opposed  to  it. 

Mr.  C.  then  proceeded  to  take  a  general  view 
of  the  question  involved  in  the  bill.  jFIe  adverted 
to  the  dissatisfactionwhich  had  generally  pre  vailed 
in  regard  to  the  state  of  the  currescv ',  which,  it 
was  universaUy  admitted,  had  proceeoed  from  the 
multitude  of  banks  of  recent  creation  in  the  coun- 
try, whose  paper  did  not  circulate  beyond  their 
immediate  vicmity.  And, yet,  what  was  the  House 
about  to  do  ?  To  renew^  in  tlus  District,  the  causes 
which  iiad  produced  this  derangement  of  the  cur-> 
rency.  Nay,  more,  it  was  proposed  by  this  bill,  to 
increase  the  capital  of  these  banks  from  &ve  and  a 
half  to  six  millions  of  dollars.  Let  us,  said  he, 
set  the  example  of  a  better  policy  than  that  of  the 
adjoining  States ;  and,  by  the  by,  he  said,  it  iwas 
distinctly  understood  tl^y  were  getting  sick  enough 
of  this  bank  system.  And  what,  he  asked,  comd 
the  people  of  this  District  possibly  want  with  so 
mucn  bai^  capital  ?  Not  for  commerce — a  hogs- 
head of  tobacco,  or  a  load  of  flour,  in  this  city, 
would  gratifv  any  man's  eyes.  Commerce  here 
was  out  of  tJie  question :  every  thing  done  here 
was  a  mere  huckstering  business.  But,  he  said,  if 
this  bank  capital  was  granted,  it  must  be  tamed  to 
profit,  and  employed  in  something  else  besides 
commerce.  &«.  He  had  heard,  indeed,  that  almost 
all  the  valuable  property  in  the  city  was  already 
mortgaged  for  bank  accommodation.  Mr.  C.^s 
plan,  in  fine,  was,  to  let  the  charters  of  these  banks 
expire,  allowins  them  five  years  to  wind  up  their 
affairs.  The  jSnxxctk  of  the  United  States'  Bank 
could  issue  capital  enough  for  the  circulation  and 
business  of  the  Distfict.  He  should,  he  said,  if 
the  Bank  of  ^the  United  States  were  now  before 
the  House,  vote  against  its  establishment,  because 
he  had  serious  doubts  about  the  constitutionality 
of  it ;  but  that  was  p^haps  the  only  reason— &r, 
say  what  you  please,  its  paper  is  tne  only  paper 
that  will  answer  your  purposes,  being  everywhere 
at  par.  The  paper  of  all  other  banks  w<s  uncur- 
rent  at  a  certain  distence  from  their  localion  \  and 
he  was  unwilling,  by  voting  for  this  bill,  to  do  any 
thing  to  perpetuate  such  a  state  of  things. 

Mr.  Warhsld  expressed  his  sufprise  at  tbe  dis* 
cussion  on  the  third  reading  of  this  bill,  afbr  what 
had  taken  place  on  it  in  Committee  of  die  Whole. 
He  disclaimed  any  interest  in  the  bill,  bat  that 
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which  arose  from  his  observation  of  the  extensive 
business  of  this  District,  and  his  knowledge  of  the 
meritorious  character  of  its  population,  which  in- 
duced him  to  suppovt  this  bill.  Nor  had  the  ar- 
guments of  the  gentleman  from  Geoiigia  at  all 
affected  his  views  of  the  subject.  With  regard  to 
the  disorder  of  the  circulating  medium,  Mr.  W. 
went  on  to  say,  it  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  jpaper 
of  this  District,  m  which  there  was  so  much  con- 
fidence that  it  circulated  everywhere  freely,  as 
far  as  his  knowledge  extended.  With  regard  to 
the  business  and  trade  of  this  District^  certainly 
the  ^ntleman  could  not  have  given  himself  the 
trouble  to  ascertain  the  real  fact.  The  exports 
from  this  District,  he  believed,  exceeded  those  of 
the  State  df  Connecticut.  During  the  Winter 
season,  as  many  as  ten  thousand  barrels  of  flour 
had  arrived  at  mi^  place  in  the  cotirse  of  one  day ; 
and  the  citizens  wiere  extensively  engaged  in  tne 
trade  of  that  and  other  articles  for  exportation. 
He  bad  not  prepared  himself  with  statements  to 
prore  it,  but  ne  knew  it  might  be  shown  that  this 
capital  was  necessary — ana,  being  now  in  exist- 
ence, he  was  sure  it  would  be  productive  of  great 
inconvenience  to  abolish  it,  &c.  With  regard  to 
the  opinion  of  the  people  of  the  District  on  the 
subject  of  this  biU,  he  believed,  from  the  conversa- 
tions he  had  held  with  them  on  the  subject,  that  a 
large  majority  of  them  were  in  favor  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Browh  s^d.  if  the  capital  had  been  re- 
duced to  a  reasonable  amount,  he  should  have  no 
objection  to  muting  new  charters  for  so  many 
banks  as  should  appeat  necessary.  But  he  thought 
the  proposed  amount  too  large;  and,  as  the  char- 
ters of  the  present  banks  would  not  expire  until 
the  end  of  tne  next  session  of  Congress,  he  could 
see  no  great  inconvenience  which  was  likely  to 
resuJt  from  the  postponement  of  the  bill.  He  was 
therefore  in  favor  or  postponing  it. 

Mr.  Robertson  was  in  favor  of  the  passage  of 
this  bill,  believing  it  to  be  the  wish  of  a  large  ma- 
jority of  the  people  of  this  District  that  it  should 
■  pass.  With  respect  to  those  who  had  been  so  im- 
portunate against  it  in  their  letters  to  Mr.  Cobb, 
why,  Mr.  R.  asked,  if  their  motives  were  correct, 
had  they  withheld  their  names  ?  Mr.  R.  assigned 
various  reasons  why,  in  his  opinion,  the  bill  ought 
to  pass.  If  it  did  not  pass  at  the  present  session, 
he  said,  it  would  become  tha  duty  of  the  banks  to 
call  in  their  debts,  and  thus  oppress  the  people. 
Was  the  House,  he  asked,  disposed  to  increase  the 
distress,  which,  from  the  pressure  of  the  times,  the 
people  of  this  District  feel  in  common  wiA  their 
fclJow-citizcns?  As  to  postpone  this  bill  to  the 
next  session  would  be  to  inflict  an  irreparable  in- 
jury on  the  people  of  this  District,  he  relt  himself 
bound  to  oppose  the  motion  for  postponement 

Mr.  Foot  said,  if  he  believed  it  would  be  to  the 
interest  of  the  people  of  this  District  to  extend  the 
cdaners  of  the  banks,  he  would  vote  for  doing  so. 
He  would  do  it  even  if  he  believed  it  to  be  ineir 
'^^ish.  His  acouaintance  in  the  District  was  not 
'^xteiisive,  but  he  had  not  heard  a  single  voice  in 
favor  of  the  bill.  And  why  had  not  the  voice  of 
'  M  people  been  heard  ag^ainst  it  ?  Have  you  ever 
heard,  said  he,  the  voice  of  the  people  raised 
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against  a  bank  placed  in  the  midst  of  them  ?  No. 
Under  such  circumstances  they  are  held  in  "dur- 
ance vile;"  the  banks  hold  a  rod  over  them,  and 
their  opinions  are  suppressed.  His  object  was  to 
give  the  people  an  opportunity,  during  the  recess, 
to  examine  tnis  subject  and  judge  for  themselves. 
The  amount  of  bank  capital  in  this  District  was 
excessive.  If  gentlemen  would  cast  their  eyes 
over  this  city  they  would  find  that  the  interest  of 
the  people  had  not  been  much  benefited  by  it — the 
city  beinc;  covered  with  premature  ruins  and  half- 
finished  houses,  dbc. — ^wnich  he  attributed  to  the 
quantity  of  bank  capital  employed  in  it.  No  in- 
jury, he  said,  could  result  from  a  postponement  oi 
this  subject  till  the  next  session  of  Congpress.  It 
was  true,  it  had  been  said,  that  some  of  the  char- 
ters would  expire  at  the  end  of  the  next  session  of 
Congress.  Congress  would  no  doubt  givfe  the 
banks  more  time ;  but  should  four  of  the  charters 
be  then  permitted  to  expire,  there  would  yet  re- 
main nine  banks  in  the  District,  which  he  tnought 
was  quite  enough. 

Mr.  Hardin  was  opposed  to  the  postponement 
of  this  bill.  If,  said  he,  the  banks  are  not  to  be 
rechartered,  tell  the  people  so  now.  For  what 
object  is  the  bill  to  be  postponed  ?  That  the  peo- 
ple of  the  District  may  examine  the  subject  and 
embody  their  opinion,  nas  been  said.  How  long, 
said  Mr.  H.,^  has  this  subject  been  before  the  House 
at  this  session?  About  four  months.  In  some 
shape  or  other,  it  was  also  before  Congress  at  its 
two  last  sessions.  Three  years  it  has  been  agi- 
tated. If  this  was  not  time  enough  for  the  people 
to  make  up  their  minds  on  it,  the  few  months  of 
the  recess  would  not  afibrd  them  time.  This  mo- 
tion for  postponement  was  in  fact  nothing  but  a 
left-handed  way  of  defeating  this  biU.  The  conse- 
quence of  its  success  would  be  oppression  and  ruin 
on  a  large  portion  of  the  people,  and  inordinate 
speculations  would  be  made,  on  the  other  hand,  by 
tnose  who  were  not  willing  to  give  their  names  to 
the  gentleman  from  Cfeor^ia,  (Mr.  Cobb.)  Men 
may  be  able  to  pay  what  they  owe  by  selling  their 

Property ;  but  when  all  are  sellers  and  none  are 
uyers,  property  must  be  sacrificed  at  least  fifty 
per  cent,  below  its  value — and,  in  a  few  years,  in- 
stead of  this  city  looking  like  an  assemblage  of 
ruins,  as  one  gentleman  had  said  of  it,  we  shall 
hardly  be  able  to  find  where  it  is.  Mr.  H.  said  he 
had  not  been  long  acquainted  with  the  city ;  but, 
since  he  had  known  it,  it  had  greatly  improved, 
and  he  hoped  before  long  to  see  it  as  splendid  a 
city  as  the  capital  of  a  commercial  and  acricul- 
tural — and,  as  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
(Mr.  Baldwin)  would  have  it,  manufacturing 
country  ought  to  be.  If  this  were  a  question,  in 
the  first  instance,  whether  these  banks  should  be 
chartered,  he  should  vote  against  it.  If  it  were  a 
question  whether  a  bank  should  be  chartered  with- 
in the  United  States,  he  should  vote  against  it. 
But  that  was  not  the  question.  These  banks  have 
been  chartered,  some  of  them  twenty  years ;  the 
commerce  and  business  of  the  District  is  predi- 
cated on  this  amount  of  bank  capital.  If  it  were 
abolished,  ruin  must  follow.  This  capital  was 
not,  he  said,  confined  to  the  District,  but  extended 
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its  benefits  to  the  neighboring  counties  of  Virginia 
and  Maryland.  Capital,  he  said  further,  would 
regulate  itself;  and  no  apprehension  need  be  enter- 
tained that  more  capital  would  be  employed  in 
banking  than  could  be  profitably  employed. — 
Again:  Mr.  H.  said  he  was  in  favor  of  recharter- 
ing  these  banks  for  a  political  consideration.  He 
had  been  opposed  to  chartering  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States — he  thought  it  too  great  an  engine 
of  power — a  ^reat  mammoth,  which,  at  some  day 
or  other,  would  trample  under  foot  tne  liberties  of 
the  country.  As  long  as  this  was  in  operation,  he 
would  keep  in  being  these  banks — which  Congress 
had  undoubted  power  to  do — within  the  District 
of  Columbia ;  and,  as  long  as  they  continued  spe- 
cie payments,  they  would  form  a  sort  of  counter- 
current  to  the  overwhelming  influence  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  Let  every  other  bank 
in  the  country  be  destroyed,  and  we  are  bound 
hand  and  foot  at  the  altar  of  this  stupendous  in- 
stitution. There  was,  in  the  charter  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  he  said,  a  clause  providing 
that  Congress  should  not,  during  its  existence,  in- 
corporate any  new  bank.  Let  Uiese  banks,  then, 
aaia  Mr.  H.,  go  out  of  existence,  and  the  power  of 
counteracting,  in  any  degree,  the  influence  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  has  passed  out  of  vour 
hands  forever.  With  respect  to  the  sense  ot  the 
people,  Mr.  H.  said,  he  had  corresponded  and  con- 
versed with  many  persons  in  the  District  on  the 
subject,  and  he  had  never  heard  a  single  objection 
to  this  bill ;  but,  as  far  as  it  had  been  spoken  of,  it 
had  been  thought  the  best  plan  for  rechartering 
the  banks. 

Mr.  Mercer  spoke  to  the  question  regarding 
the  public  opinion,  and  stated  various  lacts  to 
show  that  from  Alexandria  there  was  evidence 
that  a  large  majority  of  the  population  was  in 
favor  of  the  bill;  that  from  Georgetown  not  a 
whisper  of  disapprobation  had  been  heard ;  and 
that  from  Washington  he  had  heard  but  one  dis- 
sentient voice  on  the  subject.  With  regard  to  the 
observation  of  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut, 
that,  if  the  charters  of  four  banks  were  suffered  to 
expire,  there  would  yet  remain  nine,  Mr.  M.  said 
it  was  specious  rather  than  solid.  This  bill  pro- 
posed indeed,  to  reduce  them  to  six  in  numoer ; 
out  if  the  reduction  were  efiected  by  the  process 
suggested  by  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut,  the 
whole  of  the  debtors  of  particular  banks  would  be 
oppressed  perhaps  to  rum,  while  the  debtors  of 
other  banks  would  wholly  escape  their  fate.  Con- 
gress had  better  refuse  to  charter  any ;  because  all 
would  then  stand  on  the  same  footing.  With  re- 
gard to  the  supposed  oppression  of  tne  people  by 
the  banks,  was  it  oppression,  Mr.  M.  asked,  for 
the  creditor  to  indulge  the  debtor?  Such  was 
the  course  of  the  banks,  and  which  the  postpone- 
ment of  this  bill  will  compel  them  to  change. 
The  gentleman  from  Connecticut  had  talked  about 
the  ruins  spread  over  this  city.  Now,  Mr.  M. 
undertook  to  say,  that  there  was  no  ruin  in  this 
city  but  what  tnat  gentleman's  predecessors  had 
made.  In  passing  daily  between  the  Capitol  and 
his  lodgings  in  Georgetown,  he  had  noticed  but 
one  ruin,  and  that  was  the  ruin  of  the  building  in 


which  the  War  Ofi&ce  had  been  placed,  and  con- 
sumed by  fire  twenty  years  ago.  He  knew  of  no 
other  ruins  in  the  city,  except  one  which  arose 
from  the  improvident  speculations  of  an  individ- 
ual attempting  to  build  houses  he  was  not  able  to 
finish,  before  there  was  a  bank  in  the  city — and 
the  ruins  of  the  Capitol,  which  might  perhaps  be 
traced  to  the  failure  of  tnose,  who  then  represented 
the  gentleman's  constituents,  to  provide  toe  mean^ 
for  its  defence. 

Mr.  MosELfiY  spoke  against  the  nostponemeot. 
He  should  not  have  risen,  he  said,  but  for  the  re- 
marks of  his  colleague  and  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  one  of  whom  could  see  nothing  but 
hucksters'  ^bops  in  the  city,  and  the  other  nothing 
but  the  ruins  of  Carthage.  He  then  made  a  brief 
statement  of  the  extent  of  the  commerce  of  thi& 
District ;  the  purport  of  which  was,  that  the  ex- 
ports from  the  District  were  double  the  amount  of 
the  exports  from  the  State  of  Connecticut,  and 
that  they  were  greater  in  amount  than  those  of 
five  of  tne  States  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  LivERMORE  was  opposed  to  the  postpone- 
ment, but  was  also  opposed  to  the  bill.  He  did 
not  believe  it  could  be  at  all  necessary  to  have  a 
bank  capital  of  six  millions  of  dollars  m  a  district 
of  the  extent  of  this,  consisting  of  several  small 
towns  or  villages,  which,  put  them  together,  did 
not  amount  to  a  very  large  trading  town.  The 
adjoining  country  was  not  very  extensive,  how- 
ever fertile,  and  however  respectable  the  people. 
He  would  act  upon  this  bill,  he  said^s  if  he  were 
a  member  of  a  legislature  for  this  District  *,  and 
in  that  view,  he  could  never  consent  to  vote  for  it. 
In  the  course  of  some  other  observations  against 
the  bilK  he  enumerated  the  uses  which  the  people 
of  the  District  had  for  money,  to  pay  their  judicial 
expenses,  &.C.,  and,  in  this  city,  he  added,  they 
wanted  money  to  keep  the  rs^ged  boys  and  girh 
from  the  doors  of  the  Capitol,  importuning  all  who 
passed  in  and  out,  to  the  disgrace  of  the  District,  &c. 

Mr.  Kent  next  spoke  against  the  indefinite  post- 
ponement of  the  bill.  If  that  motion  prevailed,  it 
woidd  destroy  the  credit  of  the  banks  within  inb 
District,  and  would  be  the  signal  of  oppression  to 
the  people.  But,  it  had  been  said,  that  the  United 
States'  Bank  would  furnish  capital,  if  the  Hou:*^' 
would  consent  to  put  down  the  oanks  proposed  to 
be  re-chartered  by  the  bill  before  us.  The  United 
States'  Bank,  Mr.  K.  said,  has  not  the  capital  to 
spare.  It  has  been  engaged  for  some  time  in  leda- 
cmg  its  discounts ;  curtail,  curtail,  is  the  cry  from 
every  part  of  the  country.  Had  the  mother  bank 
capital  to  part  with^  it  would  have  sent  more  of  it 
here,  where  its  business  has  been  conducted  in  a 
correct,  satisfactory,  and  profitable  manner.  And^ 
as  highly  as  he  respected  the  talents  and  integrity 
of  the  gentleman  who  presided  over  that  institu- 
tion, he  feared,  from  the  mismanagement  of  its 
early  administration,  it  would  be  some  time  before 
it  will  be  able  to  furnish  capital  for  every  part  of 
the  country.  But,  said  he,  what  is  the  fact  i  You 
have  a  branch  here,  with  what  capital  the  wother 
bank  can  conveniently  part  with,  and,  ootwith- 
standine  that  and  the  number  of  banks  now  in  ex- 
istence here,  there  is  one  bank,  if  no  more,  within 
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this  District,    that  is  at  this  time  transacting  a 
business  as  beneficial  to  the  community,  at  least 
that  part  of  it  within  its  sphere,  and  as  advan- 
tageous to  its  stockholders,  as  any  local  hank  in 
the  United  States:  and  is  it  possible  that  this  House 
^v^ill  consent  to  put  down  an  institution  thus  sit- 
uated, to  make  the  people  of  this  District  depen- 
dent upon  a  foreign  institution,  with  the  directors 
of  whom  they  have  no  acquaintance,  of  whom  they 
have  no  knowledge,  and  who  have  not  a  common 
interest  with  them  in  the  property  and  prosperity 
of  the  place  ?     For  one,  I  should  be  unwilling  to 
make  my^  immediate  constituents,  if  they  wanted 
bank  capital,  dependent  on  a  distant  corporation 
for  it,  WDO  could  grant  or  withhold  it  at  pleasure ; 
and  i  am  equally  unwilling  to  impose  upon  this 
unrepresented  people  any  measure  that  I  should 
resist  being  extended  to  those  I  i%present.    The 
capital  of  six  millions  of  dollars,  Mr.  K.  said,  was 
provided  for  this  District  in  the  charter  granted  by 
Congress  to  the  United  States'  Bank,  and  he  could 
not  suppose  it  reprehensible  in  the  committee  to 
^ire  them  the  amount  of  capital  that  had  by  law 
been  apportioned  for  them.    Again ;  those  who 
vest  their  money  in  bank  capital  expect  something 
in  return  for  it ;  and,  if  it  is  not  wanting,  it  will 
yield  no  profit,  and  they  will  withdraw  it,  for  which 
the  bill  provides.    But  a  much  larger  capital  can 
be  enxployed  in  this  District  than  gentlemen  sup- 
pose.    The  cities  within  it  are  all  young,  and  large 
sums  are  required  to  build  houses  and  bridges,  and 
make  roads,  streets,  and  canals;  and  the  export 
trade  of  the  District  amounts  to  upwards  of  two 
millions.     Probably,  Mr.  K.  said,  the  bill  was  as 
satisfaetoiy  as  the  committee  could  make  it ;  a  con- 
Fention  oi  the  banks  of  the  District  recommended, 
at  the  last  session,  the  reduction  of  the  banks  to 
two  in  each  citj,  and  that  part  of  the  bill  which 
related  to  the  City  of  Washmgton  was  a  transcript 
from  the  bill  of  last  year.    Most  of  the  banks  men- 
tioned in  the  bill  were  in  existence  at  the  same  time 
as  the  old  United  States' Bank,  which  had  a  branch 
here,  and  which  did  a  good  business,  and,  he  was 
told,  wound  up  without  loss,  and  that  too  among 
a  people  who  are  said  to  have  no  profitable  em- 
ployment for  bank  capital ;  and,  if  tney  have,  they 
have  always  had  too  much.    This  fact  established 
the  contrary. 

Mr.  SiMKiRs  said,  until  we  had  other  data  to 
^o  upon,  and  a  different  experience  from  that  of 
every  day,  he  must  believe  that  the  sentiments  of 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia  respecting  excessive 
issues  of  bank  paper  were  not  so  wild  as  some  ap- 
peared to  apprehend  them  to  be.  What,  he  asked, 
had  caused  the  pecuniary  distress  of  the  country, 
but  the  excess  of  banking  capital,  which  it  was 
DOW  proposed,  as  far  as  regards  this  District,  to  re- 
charter  and  continue  in  oj)€ration  ?  The  present 
necessities  of  the  people  might  call  for  it,  but  the 
ultimate  effect  of  such  a  measure  must  be  to  de- 
preciate the  value  of  property,  dec.  The  process 
of  collection  of  debts  due  to  the  banks  might,  he 
<>aid,  pinch  the  debtors  at  this  day :  but,  as  legisla- 
tors for  them,  it  became  Congress  to  legislate  not 
for  their  momentary  but  their  permanent  interest. 
It  was  farcical,  be  said,  to  talk  of  six  millioDs  of 


capital,  when  there  was  not  a  third  of  the  amount 
in  specie.  Nay,  he  asked,  did  any  gentleman  be- 
lieve there  was  a  million  of  dollars  in  the  vaults 
of  the  banks  of  the  District?  And  was  it  sound 
policy  to  incorporate  institutions  with  capitals 
amounting  to  six  millions,  when  it  is  known  that 
thev  cannot  produce  more  than  half  a  million  of 
dollars  in  specie — perhaps  not  more  than  three 
hundred  thousand.  Mr.  S.  contended  that  it  was 
an  imposition  to  say,  that  six  millions  of  banking 
capital  could  be  justifiably  employed  on  so  smau 
a  ioundation  of  specie,  dbc.  It  was  generally  ad- 
mitted, Mr.  S.  went  on  to  argue,  that  Congress 
had  the  power  to  regulate  the  ciu'rency  of  the 
country.  Would  it  te  doing  so  to  pass  tnis  bill  7 
Would  it  not  rather  be  the  means  of  disordering 
the  currency?  In  reply  to  the  argument,  that 
nearly  thb  amount  had  been  used  advantageously 
for  twenty  years.  Mr.  S.  said,  that  would  appear 
more  satisfactorily  when  all  the  debts  to  the  banks 
should  be  called  in.  He  knew  that,  in  proportion 
as  men  could  get  money,  they  would  run  in  debt. 
It  was  human  nature  to  do  so.  But,  said  he,  let 
the  debts  due  to  the  banks  be  paid  off,  and  see  whe- 
ther the  people  will  be  in  the  houses  they  have 
built — see  wnether  they  are  the  true  owners— see 
whether  the  interest  ol  the  people  has  been  pro- 
moted by  the  numerous  banks.  Mr.  S.  said  not. 
They  might  indeed  eive  a  facility  to  borrowmoney, 
but  it  was  this  very  facility  which  the  House  ought 
not  to  sanction.  He  was  disposed  to  allow  to  the 
District  not  more  than  one  bank  in  each  of  the 
three  towns,  with  a  reasonable  capital  ^  but  he  was 
not  disposed  to  grant  charters  for  this  enormous 
fictitious  capital.  He  was  not  for  postponement, 
though  against  the  bill,  because  he  wished  the  peo- 
ple to  understand  now  what  they  might  expect. 

Mr.  Cook  called  upon  gentlemen  to  reflect  what 
they  were  about  to  vote  for — for  a  bill  for  incor- 
porating within  this  District  six  banks  with  a  cap- 
ital of  a  million  of  dollars  each.  He  requested 
them  also  to  examine  the  details  of  the  bill.  The 
charters  of  the  present  banks  were  referred  to,  as 
containing  the  rules  by  which  the  new  banks 
should  be  governed .  Few  gen  tlemen^  he  presumed^ 
had  examined  these  rules;  and,  for  himself,  he  was 
not  prepared  to  vote  for  the  bill  until  they  were 
exhibited.  He  was  opposed  to  this  bill,  because  it 
proposed  too  large  an  amount  of  bank  capital  for 
this  District,  and  the  effect  of  which,  within  this 
District,  was  not  confined  to  the  District.  The 
lavish  effusion  of  paper  currency  within  the  Dis- 
trict, had  the  effect  to  enhance  the  price  of  every 
article  of  life,  and  thus  to  compel  Congress  to  in- 
crease the  salaries  of  the  public  officers,  ^.,  and 
tax  the  pockets  of  the  people  of  the  United  States 
generally.  After  some  other  remarks,  he  said,  he 
was  in  favor  of  extending;  the  present  charters  of 
these  banks  to  give  them  time  to  wind  up  their  busi- 
ness ;  and  should  vote  against  the  postponement, 
in  the  hope  of  an  amendment  being  made  to  that 
effect. 

Mr.  McCoy  would  not  vote  for  the  indefinite 
postponement  of  the  bill :  but  he  was  not  in  favor 
of  the  bill  in  its  present  shape.  Six  millions  of 
capital,  he  said,  could  not  be  necessary  to  do  the 
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Iwaiiiess  of  the  people  of  this  District ;  it  was  iar- 
cioal  to  say  that  it  was.  This  question,  he  said, 
was  argued,  as  if  nobody  had  any  interest  or  con- 
cern in  these  banks  but  the  people  of  this  District. 
For  one,  he  declared  he  had  no  confidence  in  these 
banks.  He  had  hoped  some  gentleman  would  have 
told  the  House  how  some  of  these  banks  had  swin- 
dled the  people.  The  ps^per  of  one  of  these  banks, 
he  said,  had  been  at  from  ten  to  twenty  per  cent, 
discount  for  some  months;  and,  when  Congress 
assembled,  was  at  eight  per  cent,  discount.  By 
this  bin,  itte  Franklin  Bank  was  permitted  five 
yeajrs  to  wind  up  its  concerns.  Mr.  M.  said  he  was 
willing  to  allow  all  the  banks  the  same  time.  The 
paper  of  the  Franklin  Bank,  he  said,  was  now  at 
fifty  per  cent  discount.  Those  p^sons  who  sold 
produce  in  the  District  were  obliged  to  take  such 
paper  as  was  in  circulation,  whidi  was  the  J^pcr 
of  the  banks  of  the  District  of  Columbia.  Some 
of  these  banks,  he  said,  had  been  very  badly 
mana^d ;  and  he  was  not  willing  to  give  them 
six  millions  of  capital  for  twenty  years.  If  the 
amount  of  capital  had  been  lessoned  in  the  same 
nroportion  as  the  numb^  of  the  banks,  he  should 
nave  voted  for  the  bill.  Three  banks  with  a  mil- 
lion of  capital  each  would  be  abundantly  sufllcieat. 

Mr.  Rhea  then  delivered  his  sentiments  ag^ainst 
the  motion  to  postpone,  and  in  favor  of  the  bill,  at 
some  length.  If  other  banks  in  the  States  were  to 
be  put  down,  he  said,  let  the  District  banks  also  be 

Sut  down.    But  he  saw  no  reason  for  putting  them 
own  exclusively,  to  the  great  prejudice,  and  in- 
deed to  the  utter  ruin  of  the  District,  &c. 

The  question  to  postpone  the  bill  was  then 
taken,  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive :  For  the  postponement  45,  against  it  109,  as 
follows: 

Yeas  —  Messrs.  Alexander,  Archer  of  Virginia, 
Brown,  Bofium,  Burwell,  CampbeU,  Clagctt,  Clark, 
Cobb,  Crawford,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Fay, 
Floyd,  Foot,  Ford,  Forrest,  Gamett,  Gross  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  Delaware,  Hall 
0^  North  Carolina,  Herrick,  Hostetter,  Jones  of  Yh- 
ginia,  Little,  Linn,  Maclay,  MeLean  of  Kentucky. 
Metoaif,  R.  Moore,  8.  Moore,  Morton,  Patterson,  Phil- 
■on,  Rankin,  Rosa,  Sampson,  Settle,  Shaw,  Sloan, 
B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Tarr,  Tyler, 
and  Williams  of  North  Carolina. 

Nats— Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Allen  of  Maasaoha- 
setts,  Allen  of  New  York*  Allen  of  Tennessee.  Archer 
of  Maryland,  Baker,  Baldwin,  Ball,  Barboor,  Bateman, 
Bao^Jy,  Beecher,  Bloomfield,  Boden.  Brash,  Bryan, 
Case,  Cook,  Crafts,  Crowell,  Culbreth,  Culpeper, 
Cushman,  Cuthbert,  Darlington,  Davidson,  Dennisoo, 
Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut, 
Ervin,  Fisher,  Folger,  Fullerton,  Gross  of  New  York, 
Hardin,  Hazard,  Hemphill,  Hendridu,  Hibshman, 
Heister,  Hill,  Holmes,  Hooks,  Jones  of  Tennessee, 
Kendall,  Kent,  Kinsey,  Kinsley,  Livermore,  Lowndes, 
Lyman,  McCoy,  McCreary,  McLane  of  Delaware, 
Mallary,  M^rcband,  Mason,  Meech,  Meigs,  Mercer, 
Monell,  Moseley,  Murray,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Overstreet, 
Parker  of  Massachusetts,  Park«r  of  Virginia,  Pinck- 
ney,  Pindall,  Pitcher,  PIam«r,  Reed,  Rhea,  Rich, 
Richards,  Richmond,  Robertson,  Rogers,  Sawyer,  Ser- 
geant, Simkinii,  Slocumb,  Smith  of  New  JerMy,  Smith 


of  Maryland,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Stevens,  Street, 
Strong  of  New  York,  Swearingen,  Taylor,  TerreD, 
Tomlinson,  Tompkins,  Tacker  of  Virginia,  Tndcer  of 
South  Carolina,  Van  Rensselaer,  Walker,  Wsilaoe, 
Warfield,  Wendover,  Whiftmao,  WiUtams  of  Virginia, 
and  Wood.      • 

So  the  bill  was  not  postponed. 

Mr.  SiMKiNS  then  moved  to  recommit  the  bill, 
with  instructions  to  the  committee  to  bring  in  a 
bill  to  establish  three  banks,  with  a  capital  not  ex- 
ceeding one  million  each^  one  in  Washington,  one 
in  Georgetown,  and  one  m  Alexandria. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Mbbcbk,  and 
supported  by  Mr.  Simkins. 

The  question  was  taken  on  it,  and  the  presiding 
officer  counted  73  votes  'for  the  motion,  and  72 
against  it,  pronouncing  the  motion  carried. 

A  second  cdunt  was  called;  and  it  was  then 
ordered  that  the  question  be  ddcea  by  yeas  and 
nays. 

Mr.  Wakpuld  delivered  an  animated  appeal  to 
the  House  against  the  prc^iosition  of  Mr.  Sim xiir a. 

Mr.  Merc  BR  followed,  also  in  opposition  to  the 
motion,  with  his  usual  zeal  for  what  he  believed 
to  be  the  interest  of  the  District. 

Mr.  Little  moved  to  add  to  the  instmetions  a 
provision  requiring 

'*That  the  names  of  the  presidents  and  directon  of 
said  banks  voting  for  each  and  every  diridend  made 
and  declared  by  them  respectively,  shall  be  recorded 
in  booka  kept  for  the  pnrpose  by  them,  al  the  time  of 
making  or  declaring  such  dividends ;  and  if  made  con- 
trary to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  the  preaident  and 
directors  giving  their  assent  to  such  divtdand  shall  be 
held  liable  to  their  iodividoal  private  capacity." 

And  on  the  question  to  agree  to  this  amend- 
ment, it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
recommit  the  bill,  with  the  iastructions  proposed 
by  Mr.  Simkinb,  and  determined  in  the  negative — 
yeas  66,  nays  89,  as  foUovtrs: 

Teas — Messrs.  Abbott^  Alexander,  Ball,  Barboor, 
Bateman,  Brown,  Bnffum,  Borwcll,  Butler  of  New 
Hampshire,  Campbell,  Cannon,  Clagett,  Clark,  Cobb, 
Cook,  Crafts,  Crawford,  Cuthbert,  Darlington*  Bd- 
wards  of  North  Carolina,  Pay,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Feid, 
Forrest,  Hall  of  Now  Tori[,  Hall  of  Deiawarvs  Hall 
of  North  Carolina,  Hemphill,  Hendrioka,  Hcirnck, 
Heiator,  Hosistter,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Kinsey,  Little, 
Linn,  Maclay,  McCoy,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Met- 
oaif, R.  Moore,  Morton,  Murray,  Newton*  PattemNi, 
Pbilaon,  Plumer,  Richards,  Ross,  Sampson,  Settle, 
Shaw,  Siffikina,  8locumb,B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  South- 
ard, Stevens,  Tarr,  Terrell,  Tompkins,  Tracy,  Wal- 
lace, Wendover,  Williams  of  North  Carolina,  and 
Wood. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Massachusetts, 
Allen  of  New  Vork,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Anderson, 
Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Baker,  Bald- 
win, Bayly,  Beecher,  Bloomfield,  Boden,  Brush,  Bryan, 
Case,  Cocke,  Crowell,  Culbreth,  Culpeper,  Cnshman, 
Davidson,  Dennison,  Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Eddy.  Ed- 
wards of  Connecticut,  Ervin,  Folger,  Foot,  Fuller, 
Fullerton,  Gross  of  New  York,  Gross  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Hardin,  Hazard,  Hibshman,  Hill,  Hofmos, 
Hooks,  Jonas  of  Tennessee,  Kendall,  Kent,  LswndeB, 
Lyman,  M«Creary,   McLane  of  Delaware,  BlaUary, 
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MarchADd,  MaM>n.  Meech,  Meigv,  Mercer,  S.  Moore, 
Moseley,  NeaJe,  Neleon  of  Massachuselte,  Nelioa  of 
Virginia,  Oventreet,  Parker  of  Maiaachaiettii,  Parker 
of  Virginia,  Pinckney,  Pindall,  Pitcher,  Reed,  Rhea, 
Ricby  RiduBond,  Robertson,  Rogers,  Sawyer,  Ser- 
geant, Silsbee,  Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of 
Maryland,  Street,  Strong  of  New  York,  Swearingen, 
Taylor,  Tomlinaon,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of 
South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Van  Rensselaer,  Walker,  Wtr- 
fieid.  Whitman,  and  Williams  of  Virginia. 

So  the  House  refused  to  recommit  the  bill ;  and, 
without  further  question,  the  bill  was  passed,  and 
sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 


Thursday,  April  13. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  SecreUry  of  War,  transmitting  a  report 
of  the  Superintendent  of  Indian  Trade,  showing 
the  amount  of  goods  furnished  annually,  since  the 
peace  of  1815,  to  each  Indian  trading-house,  with 
the  articles  received  in  exchange  or  payment 
therefor,  together  with  an  account  of  sales  of  such 
articles,  dec,  made  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of 
this  House ;  which  letter  and  report  were  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, to  whicA  was  referred  the  biU  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  erection 
of  a  lighthouse  on  one  of  the  Isles  of  Shoals, 
near  Portsmouth,  in  New  Hampshire,"  made  a  re- 
port thereon,  proposing  sundry  amendments  there- 
to, which,  together  with  the  bill,  was  committed 
to  a  Corainittee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  to  wit :  An  act  to  incorporate  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  Citf  of  Washington,  and  to  repeal  all 
acts  heretofore  passed  for  that  purpose;  An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Alexander  Milne ;  An  act  to  increase 
the  allowwaee  to  the  Judges  of  the  Orphans'  Court 
in  the  counties  of  Washington  and  Alexandria ;  An 
act  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  ascertain  and  designate  certain  bocmdaries ;  An 
act  to  establish  the  district  of  Pearl  River ;  and 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  Solomon  Prevost ; — in 
which  bills  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Li  VERM  ORB  moved  to  discharge  the  Com- 
mittees of  the  Whole  from  the  fbrther  considera- 
ticm  of  the  htil  for  the  alteration  of  the  present 
tariff  of  duties  on  goods  imported,  with  a  view  to 
its  postponement.  Bat  the  motion  was  declared 
not  to  be  in  order  before  the  reading  of  the  follow- 
ing biQ : 

Therennon  Mr.  Barbour  moved  to  lay  that  bill 
on  the  tame ;  which  motion  was  negatived. 

NAVIGATION  BILL. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  supplementary  to  the 
act  ''coneernin^  navigation,'^  was  twice  read,  and 
was,  ou  motion  of  Mr.  Hill,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  then  moved 
to  postpone,  until  to-morrow,  the  other  orders  of 
the  day  preceding  that  referred  to  by  Mr.  Liver- 
more,  With  a  Tiew  to  then  moving  to  postpone 
that  bill  until  the  next  session  of  Congress. 


In  support  of  this  motion,  Mr.  W.  said  thie  aab- 
ject  was  one  of  great  importance  j  that  a  proper 
consideration  of  it  would  occupy  the  attention  of 
the  House  exclusively,  for  at  least  a  month,  and 
would  for  so  long  protract  the  session  beyond  the 
time  necessarily  to  be  devoted  to  the  consideration 
of  other  subjects.  The  question  ought,  therefore, 
to  be  now  determined,  whether  the  Hoose  wonla 
or  would  not  act  upon  the  snbject^at  the  present 
session. 

Mr.  Lowndes  said  he  concurred  so  fully  in  the 
views  of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  that, 
if  he  now  persevered  in  his  motion,  he  should  cer- 
tainly vote  for  it.  But,  as  the  decision  of  the 
question  would  in  fact  be  a  decision  on  the  main 
question  of  the  bill  for  the  present  session,  he 
wished  the  motion  could  be  deterred  until  to-mor- 
row, that  the  members  of  the  House  might  be  all 
aware  of  its  agitation.  Mr.  L.  said  he  did  believe 
that,  unless  it  was  passed  without  debate,  the  bill 
in  qjuestion  could  not  be  acted  on  at  the  present 
session. 

Mr.  Williams,  assenting  to  the  wish  of  Mr. 
LowNOBs,  withdrew  his  motion,  with  the  intima*- 
tion  that,  if  no  one  else  moved  it,  he  should  him- 
self renew  the  motion  to-morrow. 

GENERAL  WILKINSON. 

The  House  took  up  and  proceeded  to  consider 
the  bill  for  the  relirf  of  Qeneral  James  Wilkinson, 
(for  the  indemnification  of  General  W.  from  a 
judgment  obtained  against  him  in  one  of  the  courts 
of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  in  an  action  for  false 
imprisonment,  during  the  alarm  of  Burr's  con- 
spiracy^ 

Mr.  Rankin  spoke  at  large  in  favor  of  the  bill. 
He  took  an  historical  view  of  the  circumstances 
of  the  case,  which  he  conceived  entitled  General 
Wilkinson  to  the  relief  proposed  to  be  given  to 
him  by  this  bill. 

Mr.  RoBBATsoN  spoke  against  the  bill,  not  so 
much  with  a  view  to  ^e  demerit  of  the  claimant, 
as  that  its  passage  might  serve  to  impress  the  pubtie 
mind  unfavorably  to  General  Adair,  as  supposing 
the  verdict  of  the  court  in  his  favor  to  have  been 
oppressive  and  unjust.  Mr.  R.  took  a  brief  view 
of  the  events  of  General  Adair's  life ;  he  thought 
he  had  suffered  unjustly,  and  that  the  peesage  of 
this  bill  might  serve,  bv  implication,  to  inflict  npon 
him  further  injury,  &c.,  and  at  a  moment,  too, 
when  he  was  a  candidate  in  his  own  State  for  the 
popular  suffrages  in  an  important  election.  Mr. 
R.  concluded  hy  moving  that  the  bill  be  postponed 
to  the  next  session  oi  Congress. 

Mr.  Brush  followed  on  the  same  side  of  the 
question.  He  had  no  personal  knowledge,  he  said, 
of  General  Adair:  but  he  was  his  fellow  citizen, 
and,  lirom  all  the  evidence  he  had  seen,  he  had 
been  most  oppressively  and  unjustly  dealt  by.  He 
was  not  willing,  therefore,  to  extend  the  hand  of 
the  Government,  to  take  money  from  the  Treasury 
to  indemnify  him  from  whom  General  A.  had  sus- 
tained the  injury,  &c. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Mary^land,  supported  the  bill. 
He  allowed  ail  the  merit  due  to  Q&neM  Adair, 
but  expressed  his  great  regret  that  this  bill  should 
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have  been  supposed  to  have  any  the  least  connexion 
with  his  fame,  which  it  certainly  had  not.  He 
took  a  eeneral  view  of  the  case,  the  leading  fea- 
tures of  which  were,  that  what  General  Wilkin- 
son had  done,  he  had  done  in  dischar^  of  his 
duty ;  that  he  was  not  able  to  pay  this  judgment 
against  him ;  and,  if  this  bill  did  not  pass,  he  who 
had  devoted  his  whole  life  to  the  service  of  the 
country  must,  in  his  old  age,  become  the  tenant  of 
a  prison,  because  of  his  zeal  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duty. 

Mr.  LivERMOBE  was  in  favor  of  the  postpone- 
ment, because  be  did  not  think  Congress  were 
under  any  obligation  to  pay  the  money.    This 

auestion,  he  conceived,  had  nothing  to  do  with 
tie  relative  merits  of  Greneral  Wilkinson  and  Gen- 
eral Adair,  which  he  did  not  undertake  to  canvass. 
With  regard  to  the  arrests  made  under  the  orders 
of  General  Wilkinson,  he  said,  incidentally,  that 
they  savored  too  much  of  the  general  warrant,  dbc. 
and  ought  not  to  be  countenanced  by  any  decision 
of  Congress  to  indemnify  him  who  made  them. 

Mr.  riNDALL  took  the  same  ground  as  had  been 
taken  by  Mr.  Brush,  and  enforced  it  by  a  variety 
of  elucidations,  that  there  was  no  evidence,  even 
had  suspicion  itself  been  imbodied  in  an  affidavit, 
which  would  have  justified  the  civil  authority, 
much  less  the  military,  in  arresting  General  Adair. 
He  argued  also  that  it  was  not  the  province  of  this 
House  to  interfere  with  a  decision  of  the  supreme 
judicial  tribunal  of  a  State,  and  indemnify  those 
against  whom  a  verdict  had  been  awarded,  after 
full  investigation,  and  with  all  the  facts  before 
them,  by  a  jury  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Cocke  opposed  the  postponement  of  the  bill, 
for  reasons  whicn  he  assigned  at  large.  From  the 
situation  of  the  country  at  the  time  of  the  arrest 
of  General  Adair,  it  was  necessary  that  formality 
should  be  dispensed  with,  prompt  action  being  ne- 
cessary. Greneral  Wilkinson,  he  said,  was  on  that 
occasion  placed  in  this  situation  :  if  he  obeyed  the 
orders  he  nad  received  from  the  Executive,  a  prose- 
cution hung  over  him,and  iudgment  would  follow. 
If  he  did  not  obey  them,  ne  was  to  be  arrested, 
punished,  and  disgraced.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, he  thought  the  Grovernment  ought  to  in- 
demnify General  Wilkinson,  dec. 

Mr.  Walker  spoke  at  some  length,  and  decided 
in  favor  of  the  bill;  and  Mr.  Nealb  also  spoke  at 
large  in  support  of  it. 

Mr.  CuLBRBTH  assigned  the  reasons  why  he 
should  vote  for  the  postponement  of  the  bill ;  not 
that  he  was  opposed  to  the  principle  of  the  bill, 
but  because  he  had  never  heard  that  the  collection 
of  the  iud^ent  was  proposed  to  be  enforced  on 
General  Wilkinson ;  and  the  passage  of  the  bill, 
therefore,  appeared  to  him  to  be  unnecessary. 

The  question  had  been  for  some  time  loudly 
called  for,  and  was  at  length  taken,  on  the  proposed 
postponement,  and  decided  in  the  negative— -86  to 
58.  The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
« third  reading. 
SURVIVING  REVOLUTIONARY  OFFICERS. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
•tee  of  the  Whole  on  the  following  bill : 

Be  it  enacted,  4«.,  That  the  accoanting  officers  of 


the  Treasury  Department  be,  and  they  hereby  are, 
directed  and  required  to  adjust  and  aettlc  the  claim  of 
each  and  erery  surviving  officer  of  the  Army  of  the 
Revolution,  who,  by  the  eeveral  resolves  of  Congress, 
made  on  or  before  the  2 1st  of  October,  1780,  was  en- 
titled to  half  pay  for  Hie,  and  who  shall  apply  for  sach 
settlement  within  — ^  months  from  the  date  of  this 
act,  by  deducting  from  tho  arrearages  of  such  half 
pay,  computed  from  the  redaction  of  the  Army,  five 
years  full  pay ;  and  the  balance  of  saeh  arrearages 
being  thus  ascertained,  a  certificate  ahail  iaaoe  for  the 
aame,  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  ceoL  per 
annum,  redeemable  at  the  pleasaro  of  the  Govern- 
ment: Provided^  That  if  the  whole  amount  of  the 
balances  so  to  be  ascertained  shall  exceed  one  million 
of  dollars,  they  shall  be  respectively  and  rateably  re- 
duced, 80  that  the  aggregate  of  the  certificates  to  be 
issued  shall  not  be  more  than  the  said  aum  of  one  mil- 
lion of  dollars. 

8xG.  2.  And  be  it  farther  enacted^  That,  from  and 
after  the  date  of  the  said  certificate,  each  and  every 
officer  to  whom  it  is  issued  shall  be  placed  on  the  half 
pay  pension  list  of  the  United  States,  and  ahail  be 
entitled  to  receive  the  half  pay  in  half  yearly  pay- 
ments, for  and  during  the  term  of  hia  natural  life  : 
Provided,  That  if  the  aggregate  of  the  aaid  half  pay 
shall  exceed  forty-five  thousand  dollars  per  annum, 
the  same  shall  be  reduced,  by  a  rateable  deduction,  so 
as  not  to  amount  to  more  than  that  sum. 

The  bill  having  been  read  through — 

Mr.  Seegeant  delivered  his  sentiments  in  favor 
of  the  bill,  and  enforced  them  with  eloquence  and 
argument. 

Mr.  Rhea  delivered  a  speech  of  considerable 
length  against  the  bill ;  when, 

A  motion  to  that  effect  having  been  made,  the 
question  was  taken  on  striking  out  the  first  section 
of  the  bill  and  decided  in  the  affirmative  by  a 
majority  of  about  twenty  votes. 

This  decision  (vitally  affecting  the  hili)  was 
reported  to  the  House ;  when,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Nelson,  of  Virginia,  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  in 
order  that  it  might  be  finally  acted  on,  in  full 
House ;  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Friday,  April  14. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Commerce, 
to  which  was  committed  the  bill  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled 
'An  act  concerning  navigation,''  reported  the  same 
without  amendment ;  and  the  bill  was  committctl 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  which  is  com- 
mitted the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
to  authorize  the  erection  of  a  light-house  on  one 
of  the  Lsles  of  SShoals,  near  Portsmouth,  in  New 
Hampshire. 

Mr.  Alexander  Smyth,  from  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs,  to  which  was  committed  thcur 
report  on  the  memorial  of  Nathaniel  Hall  Lorin^, 
Tnomas  Ragland,  Charles  Rutledge  Holmes, 
Charles  R.  Vining,  and  Wilson  M.  C.  Fairfax, 
late  cadets  at  the  Military  Academy  at  ^^est 
Point,  reported  the  same  without  amendment 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  ; 
when, 
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Mi.  Cockb  moved  a  sabstitate  for  the  report 
more  £aivoiBble  to  the  cadets  than  the  original  re- 
port, and  less  so  to  the  officers  having  charge  of 
the  academy. 

Mr.  Foot  moved  to  isj  the  report  and  amend- 
ment on  the  table — negatived. 

And  they  were  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  copies  of 
ail  contracts  made  and  entered  into  by  the  Com- 
missary Qeneral  of  Porchases,  for  supplying  the 
Army  with  provisions,  dbc.,  rendered  in  pursuance 
of  a  resolution  of  this  House ;  which  letter  and 
its  accompanying  documents  were  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  let- 
ter from  the  Postmaster  General,  transmitting  a 
list  of  unproductive  post  routes,  for  the  year  1819 ; 
which  letter  and  list  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Robertson  submitted  to  the  House  the 
articles  of  compact,  made  and  entered  into  be- 
tween the  States  of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  in 
relation  to  the  boundary  line  between  the  said 
States ;  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  district  court  in  the  State 
of  Alabama  was  taken  up,  amended  so  as  to  re- 
duce the  salary  of  the  Jud^e  from  two  hundred  to 
one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading. 

The  following  bills  from  the  Senate : — 

A  bill  to  amend  and  prolong  the  charter  of  the 
City  of  Washington ;  a  bill  concerning  the  Or- 
phans' Court  of  the  District  of  Columbia ;  a  bill 
to  authorize  the  survey  of  the  boundary  line  be- 
tween the  States  of  Indiana  and  Illinois ;  a  bill  to, 
establish  the  collection  district  of  Pearl  river,  (Mis- 
sissippi ;)  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Solomon  Pro- 
vost ;  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Alexander  Milne ; 
were  severally  twice  read,  and  referred  to  various 
committees. 

The  en^ossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  General 
James  Wilkinson  (appropriating  ^3,000  to  indem- 
nify him  from  a  certain  judgment  obtained  against 
him  by  General  John  Adair;  was  read  a  third  time 
and  passed  by  a  vote  of  70  to  54,  and  was  sent  to 
the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  per- 
sons holding  certain  unlocated  claims  to  land  in 
the  State  of  Illinois ;  the  object  of  which  was  ex- 
plained by  Mr.  Campbell,  and  the  bill  was  re- 
ported to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

WAYS  AND  MEANS. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  to  which  was  referred  so  much 
of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  ses- 
sion, as  relates  to  the  subject  of  Revenue,  made  a 
detailed  report  thereon,  accompanied  by  a  bill  to 
authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
borrow  two  millions  of  dollars,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses ;  which  bill  wais  committed,  with  the  said 


report,  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
htate  of  the  Union.    The  report  is  as  follows: 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  has 
been  referred  so  mach  of  the  Preaident's  Message  aa 
relates  to  the  revenue  of  the  United  Btatea,  respect- 
fully submit  the  following  report : 
The  total  net  receipts  into  the  Treasury*  during  the 
year  1819,  were  -  -  -  -$24,812,419  09 
The  payments  from  the  Treasury,  du- 
ring that  year,  amounted  to   -        -    24,044,568  77 


Leaving  a  balance  of  income,  ailer 
paying  all  expenses,  of  - 


$767,860  32 


State  of  the  Treasury^  PubUe  Revenite,  and  Appro- 
priations  made  for  the  service  of  the  year  1820. 

Ist — STATS  0»  THE  TRXASURT. 

The  amount  of  money  in  the  Treasuiy,  on  the  Ist 

day  of  January,  iocladiog  the  second  instalment 

from  the  bank  of  600,000  dollars,  paid  that  day, 

was $2,642,293  27 

From  which  the  following  deductions 

must  be  made,  to  wit : 
1st.  Special  depositee  of 

notes  of  banks  which 

will  not  be  available 

daring    the    present 

year,    but    roost    of 

which,  it  is  believed, 

willultimatelybepaid  $610,376  59 
2d.  Amounts  remaining 

to  be  paid  of  the  Lou- 
isiana   stock,   which 

was  payable  in  1818 

and  1819,andnotyet 

demanded         •        -  1,646,117  42 
3d.  Other  claims  on  the 

year  1810,  and  not 

then   paid,  eiclusive 

of  the  balance  due  the 

Commissioners  of  the 

Sinking  Fund  -        -       40,133  91 

Total  2,296,627  92 

Leaving  available  funds  in  the  Treas- 
ury, on  the  1st  of  January,  the 
sum  of $245,665  36 

2d«— PUBLIC  nsvaxus  roa  1820. 

Customs,  (as  estimated 
at  the  Treasury,}      -  $19,000,000 

Public  lands,  aame      -        2,000,000 

Arreara  of  internal  du- 
ties and  direct  taxes  460,000 

Instalment  due  by  the 

United  Sutes  Bank  -  500,000 

Incidental  receipts        -  50,000 

Dividend  from  the  Uni- 
ted Sutes  Bank  will 
probably  be  6  per  cent, 
certainly  4  per  cent  ^0,000 

— 22,280,000  00 

Aggregate  amount  of  means  availa- 
ble for  the  service  of  the  year  1820     22,525,665  35 

3d. — AXOUXT    09    TBS     8BTSBAI.    AP- 
PBOPBTATIOBS  MADB  FOB  1820. 

Ist.  Permanent  appropriations — 
For  the  Sinking  Fund    $10,000,000 
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Brought  over    - 

$10,000,000 

Gradual  increase  of  the 

Navy       -        -        - 

1,000,000 

Arming  the  militia 

200,000 

Annuities    to    Indian? 

under  treaties  - 

149,725 

Trading-houses  witli  the 

Indians    ... 

19,250 

Civilization  of  Indians 

10,000 

$11,378,975 

2d.   Temporary  expenditures  agree- 
ably to  appropriations,  to  wit : 

For  the  service  of  the 
Navy       -        -        - 

For  the  Military  Estab- 
lishment ... 

Civil  and  Diplomatic   - 

Public  buildings  • 

Private  claims,  estima- 

'   ted  at      -        -        -  50,000 


$2,538,040 

8,119,580 

2,306,444 

222,916 


For  payment  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  Mississip- 
pi stock,  to  be  paid  by 
order  of  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Sink- 
ing Fund,  on  the  15th 
of  May  next    - 

Arrearages  for  the  De- 
partment of  the  Navy, 
agreeably  to  the  act 
passed  December  last, 
amount  drawn  subse- 
quent to  1st  January 


13,237,880 


-   1,239,259  30 


443,050  00 
1,682,309  30 


Total  amount  of  expen- 
ditures authorized  by 
law  for  1820    -        -  26,299,164  30 


Leaving  a  deficiency  of  means  for  the 
year  1820,  of        -        -        • 


-  $3,773,49$  95 


And  of  the  Sinking  Fund  for  the 
year  1820 : 

Annual  appropriation  -  $10,000,000 

Payable  by  the  Treasu- 
ry thereout : 

Residue  of  the  Louisi- 
ana stock  redeemable 
this  year-        -        -2,216,462  77 

Six  per  cent,  stock        -  80,000 

Reimbursement  of  the 
deferred  stock  -        -     603,196  94 

Interest  of  the  funded 
debt,  payable  this  year       4,9 1 1,843 

7,711,502  71 


Leaving  a  balance  which  may  be  ap- 
plied to  satisfy  part  of  the  deficit,  of 


Leaving  an  actual  deficit  of  funds  to 
meet  the  expenditures  authorized 
by  law,  for  1820,  of 


2,288,497  29 


.   $1,485,001  66 


Customs 

Land  -        -        . 

Arrears  of  direct  tax 
and  internal  duties   • 

Incidental  receipts 

Dividend  from  the  Uni- 
ted States  Bank,  six 
per  cent.  -        -        . 


The  committee  farther  submit  "An  estimate  of  the 
receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  y^ar  1821,  founded 
on  information  received  from  the   several  Depart- 


ments : 


1st.  ReeeipU, 

'    $16,000,000 
3,000,000 


250,000 
50,000 


420,000 


$19,720,000  00 


2d.  Expenditurea, 

Permanent,  to  wit : 

Reimbursement  of  de- 
ferred stock      •        -  $534,033  08 

Interest  on  the  funded 
debt         -        -         -  4,773,787  68 

Gradual  increase  of  the 

Navy       .        -        .  1,000,000  00 

Arming  the  militia       -     200,000  00 

Annuity  to  Indians     -     149,725  00 

Trading-houses  with  In- 
dians      .        -        -        19,250  00 

Civilization  of  Indians       10,000  00 


6,686,745  76 

Temporary,  agreeably 
to  the  amount  of  the 
several  appropriation 
bills  for  1821    -        - 18,237,880  00 

To  which  must  be  ad- 
ded the  amount  of 
unexpended  balances 
in  the  hands  of  the 
Treasurer,  and  which 
Vas  applied  to  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  year 
1820 


358,154  00 


From  which  appropria- 
tions for  1820,  there 
may  be  deducted  the 
following  items, which 
will  not  be  required 
for  1821,  and  the  parts 
of  items,  which  are 
either  unnecessary, 
or  may,  without  in- 
jury to  the  pubUc 
service,  be  apAred,  to 
wit: 

For  completing  several 
arsenals  • 

Arrearages  prior  to  1818, 
for  Military  Academy 

Arrearages  ... 

Half-pay  penaions  to 
widows  and  orphans 
(part)       - 

Revolutionary  pensions 

Balances  due  certain 
States      -        -        - 

Taking  the  census 

Cumberland  road 

Holding  of  Indian  trea- 
ties-       ... 


$20,288,779  76 


$60,650 

21,428 
200,000 


75,000 
650,000 

250,000 
240,000 
141,000 

70,000 
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Claims  of  the  inhabi- 
UnU  of  the  late  piov- 
iDceof  Weet  Florida 

Payments  for  outatand- 
ing  debenturea  for 
internal  duties  - 

Balance  due  M.  Poirey 
and  M.  de  Vienne   - 

Forti£citioii8 


Deduct  therefrom  for 
expenditure!  that  may 
be  required  for  the 
service  of  the  year 
1821,  and  which  can- 
not be  foreseen 

Leaving  an  amount 
charged  in  the  year 
1820,  and  which,  it 
is  believed,  will  not  be 
required  for  the  year 
1821 


$24,231 


20,000 

4,481 
100,000 

$1,856,790 


256,790 


1,600,000  00 


Estimate  of  eipenditure 
for  the  year  1821      -  18,682,779  76 

Estimated  excess  of  re- 
ceipts over  the  ex- 
penditures of  the  year 
1821        -        .         -    1,037,220  24 


$19,720,000  00 


The  committee  also  submit :  That  no  part  of  the 
principal  of  the  fiinded  debt  becomes  payable  until 
the  year  1825,  except  the  aanual  reixobursement  of 
the  deferred  stock;  and  they  present  the  following 
view  of  the  sums  annually  reimbursable  on  the  pub- 
lic funded  debt,  for  the  years  1825,  1826,  1827,  and 
1828,  to  wit: 

Year  1825,  six  per  cent. 

stock,  per  act  of  14th 

March,  1812  -  -  $6,187,006  44 
Do.  do.  6th  July  -2,668,974  99 
Do.     Treasury    notes, 

funded  per  act  24th 

Febraaiy,  1815        -  1,419,125  61 


10,276,107  44 
Seven  per  cent.  do.  do.  8,595,298  27 

1826,  six  par  cent,  stock, 
per  act  of  8th  Febru- 
ary, 1813         -        -  15,521,136  45 

Do.   do.  August  2,  do.    6^36,232  39 

1 827,  six  per  cent,  stock, 
per  act  of  24th  March, 
1814 

1828,  do.  do.  Mar.  3, '15 


$18,870,405  71 


22,357,368  84 


13,011,437  68 
9,490,099  10 


The  committee  further  state  that,  from  the  1st  of 
January,  1801,  to  the  1st  of  January,  1808,  inclu- 
sive, there  was  redeemed  of  the  principal  of  the 
public  debt,  the  sum  of-        -        -$32,257,84110 

And  between  the  1st  of 
January,  1817,  and  the 
1st  Jan.,  '20,  the  sum  of         -        -  $32,086,750  17 


An  act  passed  on  the  3d  March,  1617,  "  to  provide 
for  the  redemption  of  the  public  debt."  That  act  vests 
in  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  the  sum  of 
ten  millions  of  dollars,  to  be  applied  yearly  by  them  to 
the  payment  of  the  interest  and  charges,  and  to  the 
reimbursement  or  purchase  of  the  public  debt ;  and 
provides  that  the  said  annual  appropriation  shall  be 
paid  from  the  proceeds  of  the  duties  on  merchandise, 
the  tonnage  of  vessels,  internal  duties,  and  sales  of 
Western  lands.  Although  that  act  is  not  considered  as 
k  pledge  of  those  funds,  yet  it  is  understood  at  the 
Treasury  that  the  appropriation  for  the  Sinking  Fund 
has  a  preference  over  every  other,  and  must  (if  re- 
quired by  the  Commissioners)  be  first  paid.  The  docu- 
ments before  the  House  show  that  there  is  no  part  of 
the  principal  of  the  public  debt  payable  during  the 
years  1821,  1622,  1823,  1824,  except  the  reimburse- 
roent  of  the  deferred  stock. 

The  Sinking  Fund  can  operate,  of  course,  during 
those  years  only  in  manner  following,  (unless  the 
United  States  stock  should  he  purchased  at  par,)  to 
wit : 

1821,  interest  and  reimbursement  pay- 
able this  year        -        -        -        - 

1822,  do.             do.  do.    - 

1823,  do.  do.  do.  - 
182^1,  do.  do.  do.  - 
And  for  the  present  year  of  1820,  as 

already  stated        .... 


$6,307,770  76 
6,307,770  76 
5,307,770  76 
6,023,126  24 

7,711,602  71 


Total  of  actual  demand  on  the  fund  -  $28,657,941  23 
Leaving  the  sum  of  $21,342,068  77  for  those  years 
which  cannot  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  princi- 
pal of  the  debt  in  any  other  way  than  by  purchase. 
No  purchase  can  be  made,  agreeably  to  the  act,  unless 
the  same  can  be  effected  at  or  under  par.  The  present 
market  value  of  the  United  States  six  per  cent,  stock 
is  known  to  be  three  and  a  half  to  four  and  a  half  per 
cent  above  par,  and  it  is  believed  will  continue  above 
par  during  the  years  1821  and  1822,  and  perhaps 
longer.  Under  those  circumstances  it  is  submitted, 
whether  it  is  not  more  for  the  interest  of  the  United 
States  to  authorize  the  Treasury  to  transfer  to  the 
surplus  fund  the  balance  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  which 
may  remain  unexpended  on  the  31st  December,  1820, 
than  that  the  same  should  remain  in  the  Treasury  un- 
employed. 

The  unexpended  balances  of  the  Sinking  Fund  are 
transferable  (under  the  existing  laws)  to  the  surplus 
fund,  two  years  after  the  calendar  year  for  which  the 
appropriations  have  been  made,  in  like  manner  as  all 
unexpended  balances  for  other  objects  of  expenditure 
are  transferable. 

The  preceding  statement  shows,  that  the  expendi- 
tures authorized  by  law,  for  the  year  1820,  will  exceed 
the  receipts  into  the  Treasury,  of  that  year,  the  sum 
of  $3,773,498  95;  that  sum  may  be  reduced  to 
$1,485,001  66,  by  the  application  of  the  balance  of 
$2,288,497  29,  which  will,  agreeably  to  the  preceding 
view,  remain  unexpended  of  the  Sinking  Fund  on  the 
1st  January,  1821.  In  recommending  the  application 
of  the  surplus  of  the  Sinking  Fund  to  the  current  ex- 
penses of  the  present  year,  your  committee  deprecate 
a  recurrence  to  a  like  resort  in  future  years,  if  the 
same  can  with  any  propriety  be  avoided ;  and  it  is 
hoped  that  such  retrenchments  will  be  made  in  the 
public  expenditures  as  may  render  a  recurrence  to  that 
fund  unnecessary. 

A  resort  to  Treaeury  notes,  to  meet  the  deficit,  ap- 


1843 


HISTORY  OF  C0NGRBS8. 


1844 


H.  OF  R. 


Ways  and  Means, 


April,  1820. 


peared  to  yoar  committee  inexpedient.  Such  notes 
could  not,  in  their  opinion,  become  a  medium,  unlece 
the  banks  should  be  authorized  to  tender  them  in  pay- 
ment for  any  demands  made  on  those  institutions; 
without  such  authority.  Treasury  notes  would  be  sold 
and  bought  in  the  market,  for  the  purpose  of  paying 
the  public  dues ;  and,  when  paid  into  the  bank,  could 
be  considered  by  the  bank  only  as  a  special  deposite  of 
the  Treasury,  on  which  it  would  not  be  bound  to  pay 
either  its  own  notes  or  specie. 

It  appearing  to  your  committee  inexpedient  to  resort 
to  Trrasury  notes,  and  it  being  impracticable  (if  no  ob- 
jections existed  against  the  adoption  of  such  a  course) 
to  carry  into  effect  a  system  of  internal  duties  in  time 
to  meet  the  deficit  of  the  present  year,  your  committee 
had  only  to  choose  between  a  loan  of  a  temporary 
character  or  one  of  longer  duration.  They  have  pre- 
ferred the  latter,  because  it  carries  the  time  beyond 
that  in  which  other  debts  are  payable,  and  becausa  it 
is  believed  that  the  loan  will  thereby  be  obtained  on 
decidedly  better  terms  than  on  one  of  a  shorter  dura- 
tion. By  authorizing  the  subscription  of  the  Missis- 
sippi stock,  of  which  two-thirds  must  otherwise  be  re- 
deemed during  the  currentyear,itis  inferred  that  little 
new  debt  will  be  created.  Conformably  with  those 
views,  the  committee  respectfully  submit  a  bill  to  au- 
thorize a  loan  of  $2,000,000. 

The  committee  have  deemed  it  useful  to  present  a 
view  of  the  probable  receipts  for  the  year  1831,  and  of 
the  expenditures  which,  under  the  existing  laws,  are 
indispensably  chargeable  thereon.  They  have  founded 
their  statement  of  expenses  on  the  appropriations  actu- 
ally made  for  1820 ;  and  have  shown  that  therefrom  a 
variety  of  items,  amounting  to  $1,856,790,  (which  will 
not  be  required  for  1821,)  may  be  deducted;  at  the 
same  time,  they  are  ready  to  admit  that  new  and  un- 
foreseen demands  may  arise,  which  may  show  that  too 
much  ri  liance  ought  not  to  be  placed  upon  an  expec- 
tation of  an  expenditure  less  than  that  of  the  current 
year.  The  view  for  1821  is  founded  on  the  indispen- 
sable expenses,  and  does  not  include  the  amount  of 
principal,  which  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  are  bound  to  purchase,  if  the  same  can  be  bought 
at  or  under  par.  Taking  that  view,  the  estimates  of 
receipts  and  expenditures  will  be  shown  by  the  follow- 
ing statement,  to  wit : 

Permanent  expenditures      .        -        -   $11,378,975 
Temporary 13,596,034 

24,975,009 
From  which  deduct  items  not  required 

(as  specified)  for  1821       -         -         -         1,600,000 

23,375,009 
Estimated  amount  of  receipts  for  1821, 
per  statement 19,720,000 


Leaving  a  deficit,  in  1821,  of 


$3,655,009 


Tour  committee  having  assigned  the  reasons  which 
have  led  them  to  recommend  the  bill  herewith  re- 
ported, beg  leave  respectfully  to  present  their  views 
of  the  necessity  which  exists  for  retrenchment  and 
economy  in  the  public  expenditures.  They  approach 
this  subject  with  feelings  which  the  House  can  duly 
appreciate.  A  Government,  like  individuals,  will  gen- 
ersily  increase  its  expenditure  in  proportion  to  its  in- 
crease of  means.  The  revenue,  after  peace,  had  swol- 
len to  an  amount  surpassing  all  former  experience ; 
and  passing  from  a  state  of  war,  during  which  expen- 


sive establishments  were  indispensably  necessary,  it 
was  not  to  have  been  expected  that  we  could  have  im- 
mediately made  such  reductions  as  a  state  of  profound 
peace  would  render  prudent  and  proper.  The  war 
pointed  our  attention  to  the  weak  points  of  the  nation  ; 
and  the  appropriations  of  former  years  have  been  in- 
creased by  objects  of  great  national  importance,  which 
have  added  to  our  security,  and  by  an  act  of  benevo- 
lence towards  the  survivors  of  the  army  of  the  Rev- 
olution. 

Large  outstanding  claims,  resulting  from  the  war, 
to  an  amount  exceeding  thirty  millions  of  dollars,  have 
been  discharged ;  and  the  aum  of  $32,085,750  of  the 
public  debt  has  been  redeemed  since  the  first  day  of 
January,  1817.  Establishments  have  been  created 
under  the  sanction  of  law,  which  to  maintain  and  ad- 
vance, will  make  it  necessary,  either  to  resort  to  an- 
nual and  successive  loans,  or  to  a  system  of  internal 
revenue.  As  to  the  first  of  those  alternatives,  it  can- 
not be  necessary  to  urge  any  observatioiu ;  their  na- 
tural tendency  to  involve  the  nation  in  debt  is  obvious ; 
and  they  will  be  avoided  when  they  are  not  indispen- 
sably necessary.  We  are  warned  against  the  effects 
of  a  large  and  accumulating  debt,  by  the  experience 
of  other  nations.  A  nation  laboring  under  the  pressure 
of  a  large  debt,  no  more  than  an  individual,  can  be 
considered  independent.  Money  is  power ;  and  that 
nation  will  become  powerless  who  shall  mortgage  its 
resources,  without  the  prospect  of  relieving  them  by 
discharging  its  engagements. 

Reasons,  powerful  and  cogent,  exist  against  m  resort 
to  internal  duties  and  direct  taxes,  to  aupply  m  defici- 
ency occurring  during  a  state  of  profound  tranquillity, 
and  ought  to  be  avoided  if  the  necessity  be  not  evi- 
dent and  pressing,  and  such  has  heretofore  been  the 
policy  of  the  nation.  We  have  been  accustomed  to  a 
system  of  taxation  which,  in  its  operation,  has  been 
paid  without  being  perceptibly  felt,  and  will  reluc- 
tantly resort  to  one  of  a  different  character  in  times  of 
profound  peace. 

From  the  extraordinary  depression  of  commerce 
within  the  last  three  years,  the  stagnation  of  oar  navi- 
gation, the  depreciation  in  the  value  of  our  exports, 
the  corresponding  depreciation  in  the  value  of  property 
of  every  description,  and  the  serious  embarrassmenu 
under  which  every  branch  of  industry  now  labors, 
economy  and  retrenchment  in  expenditures  of  every 
citizen  are  imperiously  required.  The  finances  of  the 
nation  being  seriously  affected  by  those  causes,  there 
would  seem  to  arise  a  correspondent  obligation  on  the 
Government  to  retrench  its  expenditures  and  ecoao> 
mise  its  means.  In  the  infancy  of  our  institutions  our 
expenses  were,  in  the  general,  limited  by  our  receipts. 
We  have  been  satisfied  to  advance  gradually  in  fur- 
thering the  system  of  national  security  and  independ- 
ence. '  Our  pace  has  been  greatly  quickened  towards 
the  accomplishment  of  those  objects  since  the  restora- 
tion of  peace  by  the  great  accession  of  our  revenue. 
From  that  period  our  revenue  has  been  in  what  mty 
be  considered  a  forced  state.  We  are  now  getciog 
back  to  a  condition  more  congenial  with  our  popula- 
tion and  national  wealth. 

The  committee  believe  that  wisdom  requires  us  to 
recur  also  to  the  policy  which  has  heretofore  governed 
us.  Our  nation  is  still  in  its  infancy ;  its  resources  ore 
daily  increasing.  If,  then,  we  ahould  keep  pace  I'o  the 
building  up  of  our  national  establishments  with  the 
revenue  of  the  country,  we  shall  have  consummated 
all  our  wishes  without  oppression  to  the  citizen. 
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Therefore,  resoived.  That  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted 6tAte<  be  requested  to  cause  such  a  plan  to  be  pre- 
pared as  will  enable  Congress,  at  its  next  session,  to 
make  such  reductions  in  the  various  branches  of  pub- 
lic ezpcoditnre,  as  may  be  required  by  the  state  of  the 
finances  and  the  public  good. 

KEVOLUTIONARY  OFFICERS. 

The  HoQse  took  up,  and  proceeded  to  consider, 
the  bill  for  the  reliel  of  the  surviving  officers  of 
the  Revolution  ;  and,  the  question  beini;  stated 
and  taken,  to  concur  in  the  amendment  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  strike  out  the  first 
nection,  which  section  is  as  follows: 

Be  ii  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
stntaiives  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  Con- 
gress assembled..  That  the  accounting  officers  of  the 
Trcasoiy  Department  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  di- 
rected and  required  to  adjust  and  settle  the  claim  of 
each  and  every  sorviviiig  officer  of  the  Army  of  the 
Revolotion,  who,  by  the  aoveral  resolves  of  Congress, 
made  on  or  before  the  3ist  of  October,  1780,  was  en- 
titled to  half  pay  for  life,  and  who  shall  apply  for  such 
Mitlement  within  twelve  months  from  the  date  of  this 
act,  by  deducting  from  the  arrearages  of  such  half 
pay,  computed  from  the  reduction  of  the  Army,  five 
years'  full  pay ;  and  the  balance  of  such  arrearages 
being  thus  ascertained,  a  certificate  shall  issue  for 
the  same,  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent. 
per  annum,  redeemable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Gov- 
ernment: Provided,  That,  if  the  whole  amount  of 
the  balances  so  to  be  ascertained  shall  exceed  one  mil- 
lion of  dollars,  they  shall  bo  respectively  and  rateably 
reduced,  so  that  the  aggregate  of  the  certificates  to  be 
issued  shall  not  be  more  than  the  said  sum  of  one  mil- 
lion of  dollars. 

Whereupon  a  debate  of  considerable  interest 
arose,  in  which  Messrs.  Livermore,  Nelson  of 
Virginia,  Gross  of  New  York,  Hemphill,  Cush- 
MAN,  Meigs,  and  Warfield,  advocated  the  bill, 
aQd  Messrs.  Haroin  and  Southard  opposed  it. 

The  question  on  concurring  in  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  strike  out  the  first 
section  of  the  bill,  was  then  decided  by  yeas  and 
nays,  as  follows : 

Ykas — ^Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Alexander,  Ander- 
son, Archer  of  Maryland,  Baker,  Barbour,  Bateman, 
Beecher  Brown,  Bofium,  Borweil,  Butler  of  New 
Hampshire,  Campbell,  Cannon,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Crafts, 
Darlington,  Dennison,  Dewitt,  Eddy,  Edwards  of 
Connecticut,  Edwarda  of  North  Carolina,  Fay,  Fisher, 
Folger,  Foot,  Gamett,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania,  Hall  of 
New  York,  Hall  of  Delaware,  Hall  of  North  Carolina, 
Hardin,  Hazard,  Herrick,  Hibshman,  Holmes,  Hooks, 
Hostetter,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Jones  of .  Tennessee, 
Kinsley,  Linn,  Lowndes,  Maclay,  McCoy,  McLean  of 
Kentucky,  Mallary,  Marchand,  Meech,  Metcalf,  R. 
Moore,  Morton,  Murray,  Parker  of  Maasachusetts, 
Parker  of  Virginia,  Phelps,  Pbilson,  Pindall,  Pitcher, 
PInmer,  Reed,  Rhea,  Rich,  Richards,  Richmond,  Russ, 
Sampson*  Sawyer,  Settle,  Shaw,  Simkins,  Slocumb, 
B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Smith  of 
North  Carolina,  Southard,  Stevens,  Strong  of  Vermont, 
Tarr,  Terrell,  Tompkins,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virgi- 
nia, Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Walker,  Wal- 
lace, Wendover,  Williams  of  Virginia,  Williama  of 
North  Carolina,  and  Wood~94. 

Nat*— -Messrs,  Allen  of  Massachusetts,  Allen  of 


New  York,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Archer  of  Virginia, 
Baldwin,  Ball,  Bayly,  Bloomfield,  Boden,  Brush, 
Bryan,  Burton,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Case,  Clark, 
Cook,  Crawford,  Crowell,  Culbreth,  Culpeper,  Cush- 
man,  Cuthbert,  Dickinson,  Dowse,  Earle,  Ervin, 
Floyd,  Ford,  Forrest,  Fuller,  Gross  of  New  York, 
Hackley,  Hemphill,  Hendricks,  Heister,  Hill,  Kendal], 
Kent,  Kinsey,  Little,  Livermore,  Lyman,  McCreary, 
Mason,  Meigs,  Mercer,  8.  Moore,  Monell,  Moseley, 
Neale,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Nelson  of  Virginia, 
Newton, Pinckney,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Rogers,  Rosa, 
Sergeant,  Silsbee,  Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith 
of  Maryland,  Storrs,  Street,  Strong  of  New  York, 
TomlinsoD,  Tracy,  Van  Rensselaer,  and  Warfield — 70. 

So  the  first  section  was  stricken  out,  and  the 
bill  of  course  rejected. 

DUTIES  ON  IMPORTS. 

Mr.  Livermore  then  moved  to  discharge  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  from  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  which  proposes  to  change  the 
tarifi"  of  duties  on  goods  imported,  with  a  view  to 
move  its  indefinite  postponement.  He  proceeded 
to  assign  the  reasons  for  his  motion.  This  bill, 
he  said,  had  for  its  object  essentially  to  change 
our  revenue  system,  and  to  change  it,  in  his  opin- 
ion, for  the  worse.  The  time,  too,  for  making  this 
experiment  was,  he  said,  of  all  times  the  most  un- 
fortunate, at  a  moment  when  it  is  known  that  the 
Treasury  is  drained  to  the  very  dregs. 

Mr.  Speaker  here  arrested  Mr.  Liverhore^s 
speech,  by  declaring  that  debate  on  the  merits  of 
the  bill  was  not  in  order  on  this  motion,  according 
to  the  rules  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Barbour,  with  a  view  to  bring  the  question 
into  a  shape  susceptible  of  debate,  moved  to  amend 
Mr.  Li  VERM  ore's  motion,  so  as  to  add  to  it  a  pro- 
vision to  postpone  the  bill  indefinitely. 

This  motion,  and  debate  on  it,  were  also  pro- 
nounced irregular,  for  reasons  which  Mr.  Speaker 
assigned. 

After  some  observations  on  the  point  of  order, 
from  Messrs.  Barbour,  Livermore,  and  Lowndes, 

The  question  on  Mr.  Livermore's  motion  was 
taken  without  debate,  on  the  merits  of  bill,  and 
decided  as  follows: 

YxAS — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Tennes- 
see, Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virgi- 
nia, Ball,  Barbonr,  Bayly,  Bryan,  Buffiim,  Burton, 
Barwell,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Butler  of  Louis- 
iana, Cannon,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Oralis,  Crawford,  Crow- 
ell, Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Davidson,  Earle,  Edwards  of 
North  Carolina,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Oarnett,  Hall  of  North 
Carolina,  Hardin,  Holmes,  Hooka,  Jones  of  Virgi- 
nia, Kent,  Livermore,  Lowndes,  McCoy,  McCreary, 
Meech,  Neale,  Nelson  uf  Massachusetts,  Nelson  of 
Virginia,  Overstreet,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Pinckney, 
Pindall,  Rankin,  Reed,  Rhea,  Richards,  Ringgold, 
Robertson,  Settle,  Silsbee,  Simpkins,  Slocumb,  B. 
Smith  of  Virginia,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Smith  of 
North  Carolina,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Swearingen, 
Terrell,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Caro- 
lina, Tyler,  Walker,  Warfield,  Whitman,  Williama 
of  Virginia,  and  Williama  of  North  Carolina— 71. 

Natb— Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  MasaachuaetU, 
Allen  of  New  York,  Baker,  Baldwin,  Bateman, 
Beecher,  Bloomfield,  Boden,  Brown,  Brush,  Camp- 
bell, Case,  Clark,  Cook,  Culbreth.  Cushman,  Darling- 
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ton,    Donnison,   Dewitt,    Dickinson,    Dowae,  £ddy, 
Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Folger,  Foot,  Ford,  Forrest, 
Fuller,  Gross  of  N.  York  Gross  of  Pennsylvania,  Hack- 
ley,  Hall  of  New   York,  Hall  of  Delaware,  Hazard, 
Hemphill,   Hendricks,  Herrick,   Hibshman,   Heister, 
Hill,  Hostetter,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kendall,  Kinsey, 
Kinsley,   Little,  Linn,  Lyman,  Maclay,  McLane  of 
Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mallary,  Marchand, 
Mason,  Meigs,  Metcalf,  R.  Moore,  8.  Moore,  Monell, 
Morton,  Moseley,  Murray,  Newton,  Parker  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Patterson,  Phelps,  Philson,  Pitcher,  Plumer, 
Rich,  Richmond,  Rogers,  Ross,  Russ,  Sampson,  Saw- 
yer, Sergeant,  Shaw,  Sloan,   Smith  of  New  Jersey, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Southard,  Stevens,  Storrs,  Street, 
Strong  of  New  York,  Tarr,  Tomlinson,  Tompkins, 
Tracy,  Trimble,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Wendover, 
and  Wood— 96. 

So  the  I|ouse  refused  to  discharge  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  from  the  consideration  of  the 
said  bill.    Whereupon, 

Mr.  Storrs  offered  the  following  resolution, 
and  moved  that  it  be  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union : 

^  Ruolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  provide,  by  law 
for  the  establishment  of  a  system  of  internal  revenue.'* 

This  resolve  was  referred,  as  moved,  without 
debate. 

MILITARY  LAND  WARRANTS. 

The  bill  supjplementary  to  the  act,  providing  for 
cases  of  lost  military  land  warrants,  passed  through 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Hill  in  the  chair. 

[The  bill  is  to  extend  the  provisions  of  the  law 
to  Canadian  volunteer  land  warrants.! 

Whilst  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  a  motion 
was  made  by  Mr.  Campbell  to  amend  the  bill  so 
as  to  embrace  in  its  provisions  the  assignees  of 
military  land  warrants  as  well  as  the  original 
holders ;  but  this  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Mc- 
Lean, of  Kentucky,  and  Mr.  Nelson,  ol  Virjfinia, 
on  the  ground  of  its  opening  a  door  to  evasion  oi 
the  law  for  the  benefit  of  the  Canadian  Tolonteers, 
and  was  negatived. 

The  bill  next  in  order  was  the  bill  to  establish 
an  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy.  Mr.  Sergeant 
moved  that  the  House  do  now  resolve  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  that  bill.  This  mo- 
tion was  negatived,  56  to  47  ;  and  the  House  being 
thin,  and  the  hour  late,  the  House  adjourned. 


Satubday,  April  15. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bryan,  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs  were  directed  to  inc^uire  into  the 
expediency  of  repealing  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 
making  provision  for  the  civilization  of  the  Indian 
tribes  aajoining  the  frontier  settlements,^'  passed 
the  3d  day  of  March,  1819. 

Mr.  ALEXANnER  Smyth  submitted  the  follow- 
ing resolution : 

^IReaoivedf  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to 
prepare  a  statem«nt  of  the  whole  number  of  militia  in 
service  daring  the  late  war  against  Great  Britain, 
showing  the  periods  of  their  service,  their  pay,  and 
from  what  States  and  Territories  drawn,  to  be  laid 
bcfixre  this  Honae  at  the  next  session  of  Congress. 


Mr.  CocKE  moved  that  it  lie  on  the  table; 
which  being  rejected,  the  resolution  was  then 
agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PI^CKN£Y,  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary  were  directed  to  report  on  the 
expediency  of  so  far  altering  and  amending  the 
Judiciary  system  as  to  enable  defendants,  in  all 
suits  originally  brought  in  the  district  courts  of 
the  United  States,  to  have  the  same  right  of  appeal 
to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  as  tbey 
would  have  been  entitled  to  had  the  suits  against 
them  been  originally  instituted  in  the  circoit  courts 
thereof. 

Mr.  Meigs  mored  that  the  House  do  now  pro- 
ceed to  consider  the  resolution  submitted  by  him 
on  the  5th  of  February  last,  in  relation  to  the 
abolition  of  slavery  within  the  United  States. 
The  motion  was  determined  in  the  negative 

A  message  from  the  Senate  infonned  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  to  wit :  1.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Rod* 
riguez ;  2.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Pierre  Denis  de 
la  Ronde ;  3.  An  act  to  establish  the  district  of 
Blakriey ;  4.  An  act  to  establish  additional  land 
offices  in  the  State  of  Alabama ;  and  5.  An  act 
relative  to  the  Arkansas  Territory ;  in  which  bilb 
they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  said  bills  were  severally  read  twice,  and 
the  first  and  second  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims,  the  third  to  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce, the  fourth  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  and  the  fiAh  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time  on  Monday  next. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "Aa  act  to 
establish  a  district  court  in  the  State  of  Alabama,^' 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit : 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  persons  holding  confirmed 
unlocated  claims  for  lands  in  the  State  of  Hiinois  ; 
and  An  act  supplementary  to  "An  act  provid- 
ing for  cases  of  lost  military  land  warrants,  and 
discharges  for  faithful  services;^'  were  severally 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  took  up,  and  proceeded  to  consider, 
the  resolution  giving  the  consent  of  Congress  to  a 
compact  concluded  between  the  States  of  Ken- 
tucky and  Tennessee,  for  the  settlement  of  their 
boundary  line ;  whereupon,  it  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  thurd  time. 

The  House  took  up,  and  proceeded  to  consider, 
the  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  reliei^ 
of  the  legal  representatives  of  Henry  Willis,  de- 
ceased." And  the  question  recurred,  Shall  this 
bill  pass  ?  And  being  taken,  it  passed  in  the  af- 
firmative. 

Mr.  LowNnEs  submitted  the  foUowing  reso- 
lution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Man u factum  be 
instructed  to  report  to  this  House  each  evidence  or 
estimates  as  it  may  be  in  their  power  to  present*  blow- 
ing the  several  rates  of  wages  given,  and  expense  of 
all  kinds  incurred  in  the  different  branches  of  moao* 
facture  which,  in  their  opinion,  require  additional  en- 
couragement, with  the  prices  of  their  product,  ao  as  to 
exhibit  the  profit  which,  at  the  present  prices  of  sub- 
sistence, materials,  and  labor,  and  die  present  value 
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of  laii<3,  boildiQgs,  and  machinery,  may  be  obtaintd 
in  such  manafiictore,  akilftUly  and  economically  con- 
ducted. 

The  RsolTition  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Mr.  Cobb  then  moYed  that  the  House  do  now 
proceed  to  consider  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  on  a  res- 
olution sabmitted  by  him,  nroposin^  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  or  the  United  States  in 
relation  to  a|>pomtment8  to  office. 

And  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  passed 
in  the  aflbmatiTe^— yeas  71,  nays  69. 

Mr.  Cobb,  of  Geor^a,  addressed  the  Chair  as 
follows^ 

Mr. Chairman:  Having  had  the  honor  to  be 
the  morer  of  this  resolution,  it  will,  no  doubt,  be 
expected,  that  I  should  support  its  propriety  by  a 
few  remarks.  Yet,  m  &Tor  of  a  measure  so  plain 
in  itself,  and  fbimded  upon  principles  now  so  fa- 
miliar and  well  understood  as  to  hare  assumed  the 
nature  of  uDdeniable  axioms  in  all  free  gOYem- 
ments,  little  original  matter  can  be  urged,  without 
extending  my  views  into  particulars  in  which  per- 
haps I  o<|gfat  not  to  be  tolerated.  Nor  am  I  so 
Tarn  as  to  believe  that  I  possess  the  talent  of  giving 
to  an  old  afgument  a  new  dress,  which  will  make 
it  appear  more  attractive.  The  proposed  amend- 
ment of  th^  Constitution  is  not  a  novel  one.  More 
^  than  once  heretofore  its  principle  has  been  brought 
to  the  consideiBtion  of  the  nation .  It  vms  discussed 
in  the  Federal  Convention ;  and,  at  a  later  period, 
it  has  been  renewed  upon  the  floor  of  Congress,  in 
a  shape  not  differing  materially  from  the  one  in 
which  it  is  now  presented.  In  both  instances,  and 
especially  the  latter,  it  seems  to  have  been  well  re- 
ceived ;  and  yet  was  rejected,  for  causes  not  now 
easy  to  be  traced  or  understood.  Upon  each  of 
these  occasions,  it  was  supported  vrith  an  ability 
to  which  I  make  no  pretensions.  The  principal 
argameniB  ureed  on  the  last  have  been  preserved, 
andl  have  no  nope  of  adding  to  their  number,  their 
strength,  or  their  beauty. 

The  proposition,  as  submitted,  is  very  general  in 
its  natwe.  I  made  it  so,  designedl^Tj  that  the  Com- 
mittee might  not  be  forced,  in  their  deliberations, 
to  confine  their  attention  to  a  single  insulated  point ; 
but  that,  afler  a  full  and  free  discussion,  it  might 
receive  such  amendments  and  modifications  as  will 
make  it  best  answer  the  purposes  for  which  it  is 
intended.  It  is  now,  in  substance,  and  almost  in 
the  very  words,  in  which  it  was  proposed  by  two 
of  the  States  (Virginia  and  New  York)  at  the 
ti  ine  of  their  ratification  of  the  Constitution.  There 
is  one  amendment  which  I  shall  myself  ofi^  before 
I  take  my  seat ;  but  it  is  such  an  one  as  I  hope 
will  not  be  unacceptable  to  the  friends  of  the  mo- 
tion. Yet  I  bope  that  the  measure  will  not  be 
smothered  in  iCsnirtfa^  by  the  kindness  of  its  friends, 
in  vainly  attempting  to  give  it  too  great  a  degree 
of  perfection. 

The  object  of  the  motion  will  be  obvious.  It  is, 
to  secure  more  effectually  the  independence  of  the 
legislative  branch  of  the  Qovemment.    How  very 


desirable  it  is,  that  those  who  are  the  immediate 
representatives  of  the  people — "  the  guardians  of 
the  sword  and^  the  purse"  of  the  nation,  and  to 
whom  are 'Confided  the  preservation  of  the  Consti- 
tution itself,  should  be  placed  above  all  control, 
save  that  of  their  responsibility  to  their  constituents, 
and  the  honest  dictates  of  their  own  consciences, 
is  a  point  that  all  will  concede,  and  requires  no  ar- 
gument to  prove. 

The  separation  of  the  great  departments  of  the 
Government,  to  wit :  the  Legislative,  the  Executive 
and  Judiciary,  and  the  independence  of  each,  but 
especially  the  first,  has  become  an  undeniable  prin- 
ciple. It  is  indeed,  the  basis  of  liberty,  and  is  now 
received  as  one  ot  those  political  truisms  so  in- 
grafted upon  the  very  nature  of  free  governments, 
9A  that  they  cease  to  be  free  without  it.  The 
amalgunation  of  these  departments,  into  whatever 
hands,  (whether  one  or  two  hundred,  is  iramaterid.) 
has  been  aptly  given,  by  the  authors  of  the  Federal- 
ist, and  others,  as  a  cofrect  definition  of  despotism. 
If,  of  the  three,  any  one  ought  to  be  placed  above 
tbe  influence  of  the  others,  it  is  the  Legislature ; 
for,  upon  this  branch  deper*  tie.;ery  thing.  It  em- 
anates from  the  source  o^e  un^s  ^^er — ^ue  people. 
It  is  composed  of  those  by^-l^  ^b^j^^  interests,  the 
wishes,  and  the  circumstaFl^^  ^.  the  nation  are 
presmned  to  be  best  unde«e  ^  ^^.  \  am  far  from 
contending  that  they  shouldFuit  placed  bevond  all 
control.  The  Legislature  n&)r  err ;  and  tnerefore 
a  check  has  been  provided  by  the  creation  of  the 
other  two  departments,  not  dependent  upon  the 
Legislature  for  the  gift  or  tenure  of  their  offices. 
Against  this  Constitutional  check  upon  legislative 
excess,  I  ur^e  nothing.  My  wish  is  to  prevent  an 
unconstitutional  and  illicit  control  upon  the  legiti- 
mate exercise  of  legislative  will  and  opinion ;  to 
increase,  and  to  render  permanent  and  safe,  that 
confidence  in  those  to  whom  are  intrusted  the  most 
important  interests  of  the  people,  which  constitutes 
the  *^  strength  of  the  Government."  So  long  as 
these  shall  be  placed  above  all  influence,  except 
that  of  their  own  virtue  and  intelligence,  all  mil 
be  safe.  But,  if  ever  they  become  "  identified  with 
the  will  of  the  Executive,"  and  the  submissive  ser- 
vants of  his  wishes,  whether  by  open  corruptico, 
or  the  more  concealed  instrumentality  of  the  dis- 
tribution of  offices  and  honors^  ''the  spirit  of  lib« 
erty  is  goae  ^"  its  form  will  scarcely  remain,  and 
the  whole  machinery  of  govemment  becomes  a 
feeble  and  nerveless  mass,  ue  sport  of  intrigue  and 
ambition,  and  the  curse  of  the  nation. 

In  our  Government,  and  indeed  in  every  other 
in  which  this  separation  of  the  departments  con- 
stitutes a  principle,  that  branch  into  which  their 
consolidation  is  most  to  be  apprehended  is  the  one 
in  which  the  power  of  nomination  to  office  is 
vested.  It  is  a  prodigious  engine,  and,  if  skilfully 
used,  can  be  wielded  to  the  utter  prostration  of 
those  virtues  that  give  dignity  to  the  citizen.  Even 
where  the  other  departments  are  placed  beyond 
its  reach,  it  is  sufficientlv  fearful  in  its  operations 
upon  the  great  body  of*^  the  people,  and  cannot, 
therefore,  be  watched  with  too  much  jealousy. 

Under  the  Federal  Constitution,  this  dreaded 
instrument  is  confided  to  the  hands  of  the  Exeeu- 
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tive,  subject  to  very  little  restraint.  I  say  little 
restraint,  because  the  Senate,  intended  to  control 
it  within  proper  bounds,  is  itself /left  within  the 
sphere  of  Us  influence ;  and  I  shall  not  be  guilty 
of  the  folly  of  admitting  that  there  is  to  be  found 
in  that  body  a  degree  of  integrity  greater  than 
pervades  this  House^  or  the  nati|6n  at  large,  or  that 
it  is  in  any  manner  better  pra>tected  against  the 
danger  of  corruption.  / 

A  glance  at  the  Official  Register,  placed  during 
the  present  session  on  our  dq^ks,  will  afiford  ample 
cause  of  jealousy  of  the  pat^ronage  thus  placed  in 
the  gift  of  the  Executive./  It  forms  a  volume  of 
about  two  hundred  and  j^renty  pages,  in  a  small 
print,  and  containing  butAittle  else  than  the  names 
and  salaries  of  the  officers  appointed,  directly,  or 
indirectly,  by  the  President.  What  is  the  amount 
of  salary  annually  paid!  to  this  long  list  of  officers  I 
have  never  pretended^to  calculate,  nor  do  I  know 
that  it  would  rewann  the  curiosity  of  him  who 
should  undertake  the  task.  Judging  from  the  decla- 
rations of  others,  he^tofore  made,  f  should  presume 
that  the  aggregate  ^um,  inclusive  of  the  Post  Of- 
fice EstablishnvOtf  tf^uld  be  little,  if  any  thing, 
short  of  ten  m^aonf^  /dollars.  If  this  prodigious 
sum  is  at  all  tit  ;es  dl  ?sed  for  the  public  interests 
alone,  it  will  i[ndee4  le  fortunate  for  the  nation. 
But  it  is  not  difficulV ^  conceive  the  possibility  of 
it  being  use^Tor  the  worst  purposes.^ 

We  shall  have  prdnted  but  little  by  revelation, 
history,  or  /our  observations  upon  mankind,  if  we 
are  now  blind  to  human  frailty.  In  all  ages,  and 
in  all  Governments,  man  has  ever  shown  himself 
to  be  the  same  yielding  victim  of  temptation. 
That  the  citizens  of  our  own  country  are  tne  most 
virtuous  and  enlightened  of  any  upon  the  face  of 
the  earth,  and  our  own  form  of  government  the 
most  perfectly  adapted  to  promote  their  happiness, 
are  sentiments  flattering  to  our  pride,  and  which 
we  shall  most  reluctantly  yield.  Such  sentiments 
are  worthy  of  being  cherished,  and  all  our  politi- 
cal measures  should  aim  at  their  preservation. 
They  will  imperceptibly  enter  into  our  national 
character,  and  eventually  contribute  much  to  give 
reality  to  that  which,  at  one  time,  had  much  the 
appearance  of  affectation.  I  hope  I  shall  be  the 
last  to  destroy  them,  even  were  they  illusions. 
But,  let  us  not  be  misled  by  our  faith  in  this  virtue 
and  perfection.  Let  us  not  forget  that  the  citizens 
of  our  country  are,  at  last,  but  men,  the  issue  of  a 
depraved  stock,  and  that,  consequently,  our  Cvov- 
ernment  may  not  prove  to  be  incorruptible.  If  w« 
have  any  real  cause  to  boast,  it  is  not  that  we  are 


*In  the  sesMon  of  1810-U,  a  representative  in 
Congress  from  Massachusetts  stated  (upon  what  au- 
thority 18  not  known,  unless  it  be  actual  calculation) 
that  there  was  ** annually  distributed,  from  the  great 
departments,  an  amount  not  less  than  $5, .500, 000, 
and  from  the  Post  Office  Establishment  not  less  than 
$4,600,000,  making  an  aggregate  of  $10,000,000." 
It  is  believed  that  this  calculation  was  intended  to 
embrace  salaries  and  emoluments  only.  Whether 
correct  or  not  is  not  known  ;  but  this  is  certain,  that 
neither  the  number  or  emoluments  of  officers  have 
undergone  any  diminution  since  that  period. 


perfect,  but  that  we  are  not  so  corrupted  as  other 
nations.  To  us,  as  to  the  people  of  all  other  conn- 
tries,  the  love  of  honors  and  distinctions  is  so  great 
as  to  appear  natural,  and  our  sacrifices  of  principle 
will  be  proportioned  to  our  desires  to  obtain  them. 
Hence  the  eagerness  manifested  in  their  pursuit 
Let  us  not  flatter  ourselves  that  a  seat  upon  this 
floor  will  defend  us  against  the  contagion  of  thi& 
universal  desire.  We  are  no  better,  perhaps,  afto 
a  short  period,  not  so  good,  as  those  by  whom  we 
are  sent*  We  boast  no  greater  peifcction;  we  pass 
through  no  ordeal  by  which  our  integrity  is  more 
refined.  Indeed,  it  will  be  wonderful  if  we  are 
not  less  secure  from  contamination  than  our  con- 
stituents. Placed  just  at  the  great  fountain;  daily 
witnesses  of  the  profuse  distribution  of  offidal 
favors ;  observers  of  the  dignity  and  consequence 
acquired  by  the  fortunate  solicitor^  and  the  rapid 
and  advantageous  change  made  m  kb  strle  and 
appearance;  it  would  afford  an  unexampled  test 
of  dbinterestedness  if  our  desires  were  not  in- 
creased to  run  the  same  glorious  raoc^  when  the 
prize  is  importance  and  fortune,  and  the  only  price 
required  is  a  proper  degree  of  sabsenrioice.  The 
proposed  amendment  will  go  very  far  to  check 
this  inordinate  passion,  by  removing  the  tempta- 
tion. ^^  Place  it  out  of  the  power  of  the  Executive 
to  buy  us,"  and,  by  the  same  operation,  '^  we  shall 
j^ace  it  out  of  our  own  power  to  be  bought."  In 
uttering  these  sentiments,  I  set  up  no  pretensions 
to  peculiar  integrity.  It  mar  be  that  I  should 
prove  not  more  inaccessible  than  other  nien.  I 
know  not  what  effect  such  a  temptation  might 
make  upon  me.  I  can  only  say  that  it  has  not 
been  presented,  and  I  have  not  soueht  it 

I  therefore  advance  the  opinion  that  office  hunt- 
ing pervades  the  nation,  and  that  even  in  this 
House  it  is  to  be  found.  The  means  of  success 
has  become  so  much  a  matter  of  re^lar  science, 
that  the  candidate  for  favor  is  distinguishable 
without  difficulty  by  his  conduct  If,  indeed,  the 
members  of  the  National  Legislature  could  be 
withdrawn  from  the  crowd  that  year  aAeryear 
infest  this  city,  the  danger  would  be  lessened.  But 
the  appointment  of  these  is  a  growing  practice. 
To  quote  instances  would  be  an  unproouble,  per- 
haps an  invidious  task.  We  have  only  to  tax  our 
recollections  in  a  silent  manner,  and  cases  will 
arise  by  the  dozen.  By  proceeding  in  this  manner, 
a  friend  and  myself  have  pointed  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  twelve  Senators,  and  about  douUe  that 
number  of  Representatives,  to  offices  of  one  kind 
or  another,  and  probaUy  these  do  not  constitute 
one-half. 

The  inquiry  would  not  prove  unprofitable  to  ex- 
amine with  some  scrutiny  into  the  political  opin- 
ions of  such  as  have  received  appointments  under 
the  several  administrations  of  this  QoTernment. 
I  think  it  would  result  in  an  acknowledgment, 
that,  with  very  few  exceptions,  they  will  prove  to 
have  been  the  uniform  friends  and  admirers  of  the 
Executive  Magistrate  at  whose  hands  promotion 
was  received;  and  that,  in  most  of  the  cases,  it 
was  bestowed  after  a  course  of  the  warmest  sup- 
port of  their  favored  chief.  Cannot  our  m«inoriee 
at  this  time  furnish  many  of  us  with  cases  of  this 
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kind?  Have  none  of  us  observed,  from  conduct 
sufficient  to  leave  no  doubt  upon  the  mind,  in- 
stances of  servility  under  the  mask  of  affected  in- 
dependence? Can  we  remember  no  solicitations 
by,  and  recommendations  given  to,  members  of 
CoDgress?  Have  we  never  heard  of  a  wish  to 
obtain  a  seat  first  upon  this  floor,  and  thence  a 
promotion  to  the  Senate  as  bringing  them  nearer 
to  the  object  of  their  desires  by  a  kmd  of  regular 
march  to  the  summit  of  honor  ?  In  short,  can  we 
remember  no  appointments  being  actually  made 
of  these  importunate  solicitors  ?  Short  as  has  been 
my  political  life,  I  have  thought  that  I  have  wit^ 
nessed  something  of  this  kind. 

To  supDOse,  tnen,  a  seat  in  Congress,  and  the 
rei>ponsibility  of  the  member  to  his  constituents, 
are  effectual  barriers  a^nst  corruption,  is  rdying 
too  much  upon  a  perfection,  that  experience  con- 
tradicts. As  I  have  said,  it  onlv  brings  us  within 
view  of  the  tempting  bait.  The  clause  in  the 
Federal  Constitution,  to  which  the  amendment 
more  particularly  attaches^  is  itself  founded  upon 
the  possibility  of  corruption  in  the  Legislature. 
Its  defect  is,  as  I  will  hereafter  attempt  to  show, 
that  it  does  not  provide  a  sufficient  guard  against  it. 

The  history  of  this  Grovemment  noints  to  the 
necessity  of  tms  amendment.  From  this  we  know 
that,  in  times  past,  the  spirit  of  party  has  run  into 
extremes  in  search  of  offices  and  dignified  stations. 
We  have  heard  of  the  creation  of  offices  hy  an  ex- 
piring faction,  just  sinking  under  public  mdigna- 
tion,  to  be  filled  by  themselves  or  tneir  friends,  in 
the  hope  of  yet  retaining  power  in  some  of  the 
departments  of  Grovemment.,  Nay,  the  time  has 
been  when  the  Executive  has  been  reduced  to 
great  difficulty  by  being  forced  to  choose  between 
two  legislative  friends  in  search  of  the  same  nomi- 
nation. And  here  I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood 
as  hinting  that  there  have  been  open  cases  of  bar- 
gain between  the  Executive  and  an  individual 
for  office.  I  know  of  no  such  case ;  and,  if  I  did, 
prudence  ^would  induce  me  to  forbear  mentioning 
It.  But,  ^where  the  Executive  can  give,  and  the 
individaal  wishes  to  receive,  there  are  a  thousand 
ways  in  which  matters  can  be  understood,  and  yet 
neTer  a  word  spoken,  la  cases  of  this  kind  the 
Executive  is  certain  to  lose  one  friend,  if  he  ap- 
points either,  and,  if  he  refuses  both,  ne  forfeits 
the  support  of  both.  Bv  the  adoption  of  the  pro- 
posed amendment  of  the  Constitution,  all  these 
evils  and  difficulties  will  be  prevented.  It  will  do 
more ;  it  will  afford  to  our  constituents  the  best 
possible  evidence  of  the  purity  of  our  motives  and 
regard  for  their  interests,  unconnected  with  selfish 
considerations. 

It  ma^  be  uieed  that,  if  the  amendment  is 
adopted,  it  will  abridge  the  rijsrhts  of  the  Repte- 
sentatirej  by  debarring  him  from  that  to  which 
every  citizen  in  the  Renublic  is  entitled  to  aspire. 
This  would  indeed  be  the  case  for  a  certain  term, 
to  wit:  "during  the  time  for  which  he  was  elected." 
But,  if  it  is  bSieved  that,  to  secure  the  purity  of 
legislation,  such  an  abridgement  of  right  is  proper, 
then  the  Representative  has  no  ri^ht  to  complain, 
after  he  shau  have  consented  to  take  upon  him  the 
legislative  function,  with  a  knowledge  of  such  a 
provision  in  the  Constitution. 


A  more  common  argument  against  it  is,  that  it 
will  place  beyond  attainment  the  best  talents  of 
the  country — for  that  these  can  only  be  developed 
on  the  floor  of  Congress.  Whatever  weight  such 
an  objection  might  have  had  in  the  early  history 
of  the  nation,  it  has  now  very  little.  At  this  day 
offices  can  be  as  well  filled  out  of,  as  in,  Congress. 
The  very  equal  distribution  of  property  through- 
out the  country,  (when  compared  with  what  it  is 
in  other  countries,)  and  the  very  few  splendid  for- 
tunes owned  by  those  who  have  had  seats  in  either 
House  of  Congress,  united  with  other  causes,  among 
which  the  free  and  frequent  exercise  of  the  elective 
franchise  may  be  stated,  have  produced,  and  will 
continue  to  produce,  a  rapid  change  in  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Legislature.  I  have  not  observed  thas 
those  who  have  retired  are  less  worthy,  or  less 
wise,  than  those  who  have  succeeded  them. 

As  before  hinted,  the  Constitution  does  not  now 
provide  a  sufficient  guard  against  the  exercise  of 
Executive  influence  upon  the  deliberations  of  Con- 
fess. At  present  its  only  provision  upon  the  sub- 
ject is,  that  "  No  Senator  or  Representative  shall, 
^  during  the  time  for  which  he  was  elected,  be  ap^^ 
'  pointed  to  any  civil  office  under  the  authority  of 
'  the  United  States,  which  shall  have  been  cre- 
'  ated,  or  the  emoluments  whereof  shall  have  been 
'  increased  during  such  time ;  and  no  person  hold- 
'  ing  any  office  under  the  United  States,  shall  be 
'  a  member  of  either  House  during  his  continu- 
'  ance  in  office."  Here  the  evil  anticipated,  and 
against  which  provision  was  made^  was  the  mul- 
tiplication of  offic^es,  and  the  exorbitancv  of  sala- 
ries. The  clause  does  not  obstruct  members  froxn 
obtaining  offices  previously  created,  and  with  the 
salaries  of  which  they  may  be  satisfied.  What  is 
the  number  of  these  I  have  before  hinted.  That 
we  can  move  within  their  tempting  vortex  with 
less  danger  to  our  integrity  than  would  arise  from 
the  open  creation  of  omce  for  our  own  benefit,  is 
scarcely  credible.  In  truth,  the  proposed  amend- 
ment is  necessary  to  the  perfection  of  the  clause 
read.  It  is  true  that,  to  create  a  perfect  ^uard 
against  all  corrupt  motives  in  legislation,  is  not 
possible;  for  instance,  it  is  possible  a  man  might 
be  swerved  from  correct  conduct  by  the  wish  to 
obtain  offices  for  his  relatives.  In  such  cases  we 
know  not  where  to  stop.  At  what  degree  of  rela- 
tionship shall  this  desire  be  said  to  cease?  The 
question  admits  of  no  certain  answer.  But  it  is 
not  difficult  to  provide  against  selfish  temptations; 
and,  when  this  is  effected,  we  shall  have  done 
much. 

The  amendment  as  proposed  has  one  defect.  It 
does  not  defeat  the  possibility  of  obtaining  appoint- 
ments  at  the  moment  of  retiring  from  Congress. 
Between  appointments  while  a  member,  and  at 
the  moment  of  ceasing  to  be  so,  there  is  little  dif- 
ference. The  evil,  if  any,  is  as  great  in  the  one 
case  as  in  the  other,  if  bestowed  as  the  reward  of 
obedience  to  Executive  will.  There  should,  there- 
fore, be  a  period  fixed  within  which  the  member 
may  again  mix  with  the  great  mass  of  the  people 
before  his  eligibility  to  office  is  restored.  During 
this  term,  his  capacity  and  qualifications  will  be 
undergoing  a  process  of  probation  and  refinement 
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If  possessed  of  neither  talents  nor  integrity,  he  will 
sink  into  obscurity,  "the  world  forgetting,  and  by 
the  world  forgot."  If,  on  the  contrary,  he  docs 
possess  them,  like  the  Roman,  he  will  be  invited 
afi^ain  from  his  retreat,  and  drawn  into  the  service 
01  his  country.  I  shall^  therefore,  propose  to 
amend  the  resolution  by  mserting  the  words,  '^  or 
within  one  vear  thereafter." 

Before  taiing  my  seat,  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
all  the  information  I  can  upon  a  subject  of  so 
much  consequence,  I  will  advert  to  the  attempts 
heretofore  made  for  a  similar  principle  as  that 
under  consideration.  In  the  Federal  Convention, 
a  similar  clause  was  early  introduced,  as  well  in 
the  profet  submitted  by  Mr.  Randolph,  of  Virginia, 
as  in  that  of  an  honorable  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  now  a  member  of  this  House,  (Mr. 
PiNCKNEY.)  Notwithstanding  the  yarious  modi- 
fications and  revisions  of  the  Constitution,  in  that 
b6dy,  before  its  final  adoption  in  its  present  shape, 
this  clause  was  retained  until  almost  its  last  read- 
ing. In  the  ratification  of  the  Constitution  by  the 
States  of  New  York  and  Virginia,  and  perhaps  by 
some  other  States,  it  was  recommended  as  one  of 
the  amendments  proposed  by  those  States.  Fi- 
nally, in  1810,  a  distinguished  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  now  a  member  of  the  Senate, 
(Mr.  Macon,)  made  an  attempt  to  incorporate  the 
principle  into  the  Con:^titution,  by  proposing  it  as 
an  amendment,  in  Congress.  After  considerable 
discussion,  it  was  recommitted  to  a  sdfct  commit- 
tee for  amendment,  who  gave  it  the  following 
form:  "No  Senator  or  Repres^tft^tive  diall  be 

*  appointed  to  any  civil  office,  place,  or  appoint- 

*  ment,  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States, 

*  until  the  expiration  of  the  Presidential  term  in 
'  which  such  person  shall  have  served,  as  a  Sen- 

*  ator  or  Representative."  In  this  shape  it  was 
rejected,  for  the  want  of  very  few  votes,  in  order  to 
make  a  Constitutional  majority.  The  difierence 
between  that  proposition  and  the  one  under  con- 
sideration will  be  readily  perceived.  That  left 
the  whole  of  the  United  States  open  to  each  new 
President  to  select,  according  to  his  pleasure^  such 
as  he  deemed  qualified  for  any  office  wtthm  his 
nomination ;  but  that,  after  a  Senator  or  Repre- 
ientative  shall  have  once  served  in  Congress,  if 
but  for  a  day,  he  was  ineligible  during  that  Presi- 
dential term  in  which  he  shall  have  done  it.  In 
their  object,  to  wit,  the  securing  of  legislative  in- 
dependence, the  effects  of  the  two  nropositiotis  will 
be  found  to  differ  more  in  words  than  substance. 

In  the  remarks  I  have  made  I  hope  I  have  done 
injury  to  the  feelings  of  no  one.  1  certainly  did 
not  intend  it.  I  shall  also  regret  very  much  that 
any  one  should  suspect  me  of  alluding  more  to  the 
present  than  past  Administrations  or  the  Govern- 
ment. I  disavow  every  such  intention,  and  have 
carefully^  avoided  a  compariscrn  between  them.  On 
this  subject,  there  is  little  difference  between  them. 

When  Mr.  Cobb  had  concluded,  the  amend- 
ment reported  to  the  said  resolution  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
was  then  read  and  concurred  in  by  the  House,  and 
the  said  amendment,  as  amended,  is  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit : 


**  No  Senator  or  Repreftentative  in  the  Congreei  of 
the  United  States  shall,  daring  the  time  for  which  he 
was  elected,  or  within  one  year  thereafter,  be  ap- 
pointed to  any  civl!  olBee  under  the  aatbority  of  the 
United  Ststes." 

On  the  question  to  order  the  resolution  to  a  third 
reading,  a  debate  arose,  which  occupied  about  two 
hours.  The  gentlemen  who  engaged  in  the  debate 
were  Messrs.  Pindall,  Brush,  SiMKiNfir,  Neale, 
Cobb,  Robertson^  Sergeaict,  and  Cubhman. 

Mr.  SnfKiNs,  of  South  Carolina,  said : — Not- 
withstanding, Mr.  Speaker,  the  aversion  of  the 
House  to  see  its  preeious  time  consumed  in  speeches, 
yet  an  imperious  sense  of  duty  constrains  me  to  call 
attention  to  a  measure  extraordinary  in  its  nature 
and  consequences.  Sir^  the  proposed  amendment 
is  bottomed  upon  an  imprxmr  and  unfounded 
distrust  of  the  members  of  Congress — a  distrust 
not  warranted  by  any  thing  past  or  present  in  our 
l^islative  history.  The  proper  selection  of  all 
omcers  in  the  power  of  the  Executive  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  depends  on  a  correct  and  perfect  knowl- 
edge of  the  persons  to  be  appointed.  This  knowl- 
edge, in  a  country  so  extensive  and  so  diver^fied 
as  ours,  is  hard  to  be  obtained.  How  can  it  be 
most  accurately  obtained  ?  is  the  true  question  now 
to  be  discussed  and  decided.  My  opinion,  most 
unequivocallv,  is,  that  it  can  be  had  with  more 
precision  ana  more  certainty  from  the  legislative 
hall  of  the  nation  than  from  an^  other  quarter 
wjiaterer.  Here  every  member  is  in  the  eye  of  the 
nation,  and  on  its  most  interesting  theatre.  Here 
it  is  that  a  man  becomes  not  on^  better  known, 
but  more  perfectly  identified  "«^ith  the  history, 
measures,  and  successes  of  the  National  Grovern- 
ment,  instituted  to  secure  the  prosperity  and  pro- 
mote the  happiness  of  the  whole  nation.  Here  it  is 
that  a  man's  political  principles,  honesty,  and  tal- 
ents, are  more  thoroughly  tested  and  tried  than 
in  any  other  situation  ;  and  here  it  is  that  knowl- 
edge to  see,  and  experience  to  inquire  the  public 
good,  can  be  most  certainly,  usefully,  and  easily 
obtained. 

If  the  President,  in  making;  choice  of  important 
officers,  not  only  for  his  Cabinet,  but  for  foreign 
mission.^  and  a  great  many  other  important  ob- 
jects, is  cut  off  from  members  of  Congress,  as  the 
present  amendment  contemplates,  where  is  he  to 
look,  or  from  what  sources  can  ne  collect  infor- 
mation to  direct  him  1  Can  he  look  to  the  dif- 
ferent State  Legislatures  ?  If  he  does,  how  few 
can  he  find  there  who  have  so  pre-eminently  dis- 
tinguished themselves  as  to  be  sufficiently  known 
to  the  President  or  the  nation.  Is  he,  dien,  to  rely 
on  the  representations  of  factious  and  partisan 
newspapers  ?  or,  if  not,  on  the  representations  of 
men  equally  fectious  and  partial,  endeavoring  to 
promote  the  views  of  some  connexion  or  personal 
favorite,  who  may  or  who  may  not  have  merit  ? 
Sir,  the  information  obtained  in  this  wav  would 
be  not  only  vague  and  uncertain,  but  would  come 
often  through  a  stream  so  polluted  and  muddy  as 
to  be  of  a  most  dangerous  character. 

But  it  may  be  said  that  members  of  Congress 
mav  be  appealed  to  for  a  history  of  the  character 
ana  quahncations  of  those  fit  to  be  appointed. 
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Admitted ;  bat  this  introduces  a  mischief  infinite' 
ly  more  alarming  than  your  amendment  can  rem* 
edy.    Yon  compel  the  President  to  receive  their 
information,  which  must  often  be  personal,  partial, 
and  sometimes,  of  course,  unfounded,  instead  of 
giving  him  an  opportunity  of  judging  for  himself 
of  men  immediately  in  his  view,  and  upon  his 
own  responsibility.     When  a  member  serves  in 
this  body  for  years,  if  he  has  talent  and  industrv, 
he  most  becoiae  useful,  prominent,  and  distinsfuish- 
ed.    He  is  not  only  tried  in  talent,  but  in  political 
honesty  and  consistency.    He  becomes  national 
property,  and  the  President  is  driven  to  no  second 
Land,  to  no  uncertain  or  doubtful  channel  for  char- 
acter or  information.    He  is  enabled  to  judge  for 
himself. 

Bat  this  is  not  the  only  inoonrenienee  in  being 
compelled  to  receive  recommendalionB  through 
members  of  Congress.  Yon  thereby  make  mem- 
bers partisaiis  and  intriguers  for  offices  for  theJr  per- 
sonal friends.  You  increase  the  evit  your  amend- 
ment pmports  to  remedy.  You  contaminate  and 
debase  the  very  source  wnich  yon  aflect  to  preserve 
pure.  You  set  the  artftd  and  ambitious  among  the 
people  to  electioneer  for  members  of  Congress,  to 
enable  them  thereby  to  obtain  offices ;  and  you  set 
members  of  Congress  to  intriguing  for  offices,  that 
they  noay  promote  and  insure  their  elections. 

The  member  from  Georgia  who  proposed  this 
amendment  said,  that,  in  turning  his  attention  for 
a  few  years  back,  he  found  that  the  Presidents  bad 
taken  ten  or  twelve  members  from  the  Senate, 
and,  perhaps,  double  that  number  from  the  House 
of  Representatives,  to  fill  offices  within  his  gift. 
Agreed,  sir ;  and  what  does  the  ecntleman  prove 
by  this  1    Has  he  shown  us  that^tnese  offices  have 
been  disgraced,  or  the  National  Legisiatare  injured 
by  this  course  1     Can  he  say  that  the  offices  have 
been  not  well  filled  and  their  duties  faithfully  per- 
formed 1    I  aver  that,  in  general,  this  has  been  the 
case ;  and,  if  he  wishes  to  draw  any  inferences 
favorable  to  his  amendment,  he  ought  to  have 
showii  this.     It  was  his  duty  to  have  jpioved  to 
this  body  the  dangerous  consequences  arising  from 
the  facts  he  states.    Sir,  we  have  seen  no  sucn  con- 
sequences, nor  do  I  believe  we  ever  shall.    In- 
trigues and  designs  belong  more  to  ambitidus.men 
out  of  Congress  than  in  it,  aad  many  instances 
could  be  mentioned  to  prove  this  assertion.    Mcooe 
bers  of  Congress  are  iqx)n  their  good  behavior  he» 
fore  the  whole  nation.    They  obtain  a  political 
standing  and  character  in  the  eyes  of  their  coon- 
try,  which  become  sanctioned  and  consecrated,  and 
this  character  and  standing  can  only  be  retained 
by  a  steady,  honest,  and  consistent  political  course ; 
and  let  me  tell  the  House,  that  the  President  would 
lessen,  and  eventually  desttoy  his  own  character, 
if  he  did  not  appoint  men  of  tried  patriotism,  un- 
questionable experience,  and  distin^ished  talents. 
His  own  reputation  is  identified  with  that  of  the 
officers  of  ms  own  creation. 

But,  suppose  you  adopt  the  amendment,  where 
will  he  go  for  his  distinguished  officers?  We 
have  already  seen  that  there  are  very  few  men 
whose  talents  are  so  exalted,  or  whose  career  is  so 
bright,  as  to  introdace  them  to  the  view  of  the 
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President  whilst  they  act  in  the  comparatively 
narrow  compass  of  a  State. '  He  must,  then,  resort 
principally  to  his  diplomatic  corps  in  foreign  coun- 
tries tor  nis  appointments;  and  can  those  who 
have  resided  anroad  for  years,  removed  from  the 
habits,  political  institutions  and  government  of 
their  own  country,  and  who  may  imperceptibl]^  to 
themselves  have  imbibed  a  slight  tinge  oi  foreign 
habits  and  notions,  if  not  principles — I  say,  is  it 
safe  to  confine  the  President  to  those,  principally, 
to  fill  his  highest  offices  ? 

Sir,  I  am  not  disposed  to  degrade  Congress  in 
the  manner  this  amendment  contemplate;^,  l  have 
seen  often  much  reason  for  admiration  of  the  con- 
duct of  very  many  members;  and,  so  far  from  this 
illiberal  distrust,  1  have  confidence  in  the  body  of 
whom  I  have  the  honor  to  be  a  member — I  deem 
the  members  honorable  and  fit  for  any  trust,  and 
this  is  the  theatre  on  which  to  try  their  integrity 
and  usefulness;  and  permit  me  to  say  they  wiu,  in 
proportion  to  their  services  here,  be  more  and 
more  fitted  for  the  higher  and  more  honorable 
offices,  if  there  are  any  such. 

Sir,  it  may  be  said  that  members  should  feel  a 
delicacy  in  opposing  this  amendment,  because  it 
soes  to  destroy  their  chance  for  offices.  I ^  for  one, 
feel  no  such  aeiicacy — I  seek  not,  nor  do  P  expect 
promotion<~-but,  for  the  good  of  the  nation,  I  would 
not  confine  the  President  in  his  choices,  and,  least 
of  all,  would  I  cut  him  ofi*  from  a  body,  from  its 
very  nature,  better  calculated  to  afibrd  good  offi- 
cers than  any  other.  I,  then,  see  no  reason  for 
thus  disfranchizing  members  of  Congress,  and 
stigmatizing  them  m  the  eyes  of  the  nation;  and, 
Mr.  Speaker,  permit  me  to  say  that,  if  I  were  com- 
pelled either  to  exclude  memoers  altogether,  or  to 
choose  from  among  them  alone,  I  would  prefer  the  . 
latter  alternative. 

It  is,  therefore,  I  think,  evident  that  it  would  be 
unwbe  to  exclude  the  £>xecutive  from  his  choice 
among  members  of  Congress,  because  they  are, 
from  their  very  situation,  better  knovm  to  the 
President  and  tne  nation. 

Because  their  political  and  moral  integrity  will 
be  more  thoroughly  tried; 

Because  they  will  acquire  greater  experience 
aad  knovded^e  on  a  theatre  at  which  almost  all 
men  of  promise  aim ;  and 

Because,  by  a  {irobation  on  thk  theatre,  men 
become  more  national,  more  attached  to,  and 
identified  with  the  Constitution  and  measures  of 
their  Gfovernment;  and  because  they  become,  in 
truth,  more  truly  American. 

Mr.  CusHMAN,  of  Massachusetts,  said^  when  the 
resolution  was  first  submitted,  he  wan  inclined  to 
view  it  with  benignant  sensations ;  but,  upon  re- 
flection, he  now  viewed  it  with  less  complacency. 
The  amendment  would  not  answer  the  purpose 
contemplated^  That  ambition  must  be  short- 
sighted, indeed,  which  did  not  look  ahead  beyond 
two  or  even  six  years.  And,  supposing  a  man  ca- 
pable of  being  moved  by  any  influence  that  might 
be  exerted  upon  him,  he  would  make  his  calcula- 
tion of  being,  for  the  limited  term,  a  good  and 
faithful  servant;  and  then  waiting,  in  humble  as^ 
surance,  after  a  short  period,  of  entering  into  the 
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joys  of  his  political  lord.  But,  contended  Mr.  C.> 
should  the  amendment  proposed  lessen  the  chance 
of  Executive  influence,  as  was  the  avowed  object 
of  the  honorable  mover,  be  apprehended  more  in-' 
jury  from  the  diminution  than  benefit.  The  Ex- 
ecutive he  conceived  to  be  the  weakest  co-ordi- 
nate branch  of  the  Grovernment.  He  was  unwil- 
ling to  abridge  any  of  its  Constitutional  preroga- 
tives, or  to  impair  the  influence  of  any  patronage 
which.  b]r  the  Constitution,  might  be  attached  to 
it.  Tne  influence  of  the  Executive,  to  his  know- 
ledge, never  had  been  improperly  exerted ;  it  had 
fi^enerally  been  salutary  in  its  effects.  There  could 
be  no  just  objection  to  this  legitimate  influence, 
that  its  benefits  had  been  usually  experienced  by 
the  friends  of  the  Chief  Magistrate.  Who  should 
be  benefited  in  preference  to  hb  friends  ?  who,  in 
his  opinion,  must  also  be  the  friends  of  the  nation. 
Other  thin^  beine  equal,  a  preference  should  be 
ffiven  to  friends.  Wo  be  to  tne  man  who  neglects 
nis  friends  and  courts  his  enemies,  and  relies  on 
their  attachment  for  his  support !  It  was  said  of 
Charles  II.,  of  England,  that,  when  he  passed  an 
act  of  indemnity  to  his  enemies,  he  consigned  his 
friends  to  oblivion. 

Mr.  C.  hoped  that  no  supreme  Executive  of  the 
UnitedBtates  would  ever  incur  a  similar  reproach. 
Gentlemen,  conscious  of  human  frailty,  were  of 
opinion  that  the  safety  of  human  virtue  depended 
materially  on  its  exemption  from  trial.  He  was 
not  disposed  to  dispute  the  justness  of  the  senti- 
ment. They  had  enforced  their  doctrine  by  the 
highest  authority :  "  Lead  us  not  into  temptation." 
He  acknowledged  its  pertinence — he  felt  its  force. 
But  virtue,  Christian  virtue,  as  pure  as  it  is  in  its 
source,  does  not  usually  flourish  without  the  hope 
of  receiving  its  appropriate  rewards.  Will  patri- 
otism attain  its  full  vigor  if  denied  all  nourish- 
ment, every  motive  that  may  serve  to  water  its  root 
and  expand  its  germ?  GenUemen  had  enforced 
and  adorned  their  reasoning  by  Scripture  Lanspage. 
He  trusted  he  -abo,  without  any  unfavoraUe  im- 
putation, might  be  indul|;ed  in  a  similar  liberty. 
*'  Be  not  weary  in  well  doing ;  for  in  due  time  you 
shall  reap,  if  you  faint  not."  The  motive  here 
contained  b  no  less  useful  to  animate  the  patriot 
than  it  is  the  man  of  piety.  The  proposed  amend- 
ment, as  it  was  not  calculated  to  answer  the  end 
proposed — and  if  it  were,  the  effect  would  not  be 
salutary,  as  it  would  lessen  a  motive  to  extraordi- 
nary exertion  for  the  public  good — ought  not,  in 
hb  opinion,  to  be  adopted. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  Shall  the  said 
resolution  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  ?  and 
determined  in  the  negative^— yeas  72,  nays  87,  as 
follows : 

YsA8 — Messrs.  Abbot,  Adam«i,  Aleiander,  Allen  of 
Massachusetts,  Allen  of  New  York,  Allen  of  Ten- 
nesfeo,  Archer  of  Virgioia,  Baker,  Ball,  Barbour,  Bay- 
ly, Beecher,  Boden,  Burwell,  Butler  of  New  Hamp* 
shire,  Butler  of  Loubiana,  Cannon,  Cobb,  Cocke, 
Crafls,  Crawford,  Crowell,  Culpeper,  Enrlo,  Edwards 
of  North  Carolina,  Fay,  Floyd,  Garnelt,  Gross  of  New 
York.  Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  North  Carolina, 
Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hcblcr,  Hooks,  Jones  of  Virginia, 
Jones  of  Tennefsee,  Kendall,  Kent,  Little,  Marchand, 


Meigs,  Mercer,  Metcalf,  Monell,  Morton,  Murray, 
Neale,  Overstreet,  Phelps,  Pindall,  Plumer,  Reed,  Ross, 
Russ,  Sawyer,  Sloan,  Slocamby  B.  Smith  of  Virginia, 
Stons,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Swearingen,  Tarr,  Terrell, 
Tracy,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Sooth  Carolina,  Tyler, 
Van  Rensselaer,  Whitman,  Williams  of  Virginia,  and 
Williams  of  North  Carolina. 

Nats — Messrs.  Archer  of  Maryland,  Baldwin,  Bate- 
man,  Bloomfield,  Brown,  Brush,  Bryan,  Buffiim, 
Campbell,  Case,  Clagett,  Clark,  Cook,  Culbneth,  Cush- 
man,  Cathbert,  Darlington,  Davidson,  Dennison,  De- 
witt,  Dowse,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Erviiit 
Fisher,  Folger,  Foot,  Ford,  Fuller,  Gross  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Hackley,  Hall  of  Delaware,  Hardin,  Hazard, 
Hibshman,  Holmes,  Hostetter,  Kinsey,  Kinsley,  Linn, 
Livermore,  Lowndes,  Lyman,  Maclay,  McCoy,  Mc- 
Creary,  McLane  of  DeUware,  McLean  of  Kentucky, 
Mallary,  Mason,  R.  Moore,  S.  Moore,  Moaeley,  Nd- 
son  of  Maasadiasetts,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton, 
Parker  (if  Btanachusetts,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Patter- 
son, Philson,  Pitcher.  Rankin,  Rhea,  Ridi,  Richards, 
Richmond,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Rogers,  Sampson, 
Sergeant,  Settle,  Shaw,  Silsbee,  Simkins,  Smith  of 
New  Jersey,  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  SoatbanI,  Ste- 
vens, Street,  Strong  of  New  York,  Taylor,  Tomlioson, 
Tompkins,  Wallace,  Wendover,  and  Wood. 

And  so  the  said  amendment  was  rejected. 


MoNOAY,  April  17. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland^  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  which  was  committed  the 
engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ann  Mclntire,  widow 
and  administratrix  of  Andrew  Mclntire,  deceased, 
reported  the  same,  without  amendment.  And  on 
his  motion  the  bill  was  postponed  indefinitely. 

Mr.  Smith,  froifi  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  also  committed  the  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief 
of  John  Wells,  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
men  t.  Mr.  S .  mored  that  the  bill  be  also  nostpon ed 
indefinitely;  when,  it  was  ordered  to  he  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Morton,  from  theselect  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  resolution  from  the  Senate  fixing 
a  period  for  the  termination  of  the  present  session 
of  Congress,  made  a  report  in  part,  which  was 
read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Hardin  mored  that  the  sdect  committee  to 
which  is  referred  the  resolution  from  the  Senate 
fixing  a  period  for  the  termination  of  the  preftent 
session  of  Congress,  be  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  thereof,  which  was  decided  in  the 
neflmtive—yeas  68.  nays  71. 

Mr.  Slocdmb  tnen  moved  that  the  House  do 
now  proceed  to  consider  the  resolution  submitted 
by  him  on  the  sixth  ultimo,  to  fix  a  period  for  the 
termination  of  the  present  session. 

And  the  question  was  then  taken,  by  yeas  and 
nays.  Will  the  House  now  procei'd  to  consider  the 
said  resolution  ?  and  was  decided  in  the  negaliFe — 
yeas  86,  nays  70. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke, 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
War  transmitting  copies  of  contracts.  &c.,  entered 
into  at  the  War  Department,  since  tne  year  1815, 
for  the  building  and  repairing  arsenals,  magazines, 
and  armories,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee; 
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and,  Messrs.  Cockb,  Simkinb,  and  Storrs,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Lowndes  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
C.  N.  Back,  in  relation  to  the  case  of  the  Danish 
brigantine  Henrick;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to  which  is  committed  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  on 
that  case.  • 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  rel- 
ative to  the  Arkansas  Territory,"  was  read  a  third 
time  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  annex 
certain  lands  within  the  Territory  of  Michigan  to 
the  land  district  of  Detroit,"  was  read  a  third  time 
and  passed. 

"A  resolution  giving  the  consent  of  Congress  to 
^  compact  concluded  between  the  States  of  Ken- 
tucky and  Tennessee,  for  the  settlement  of  their 
boundary  line,"  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Storks  moved  that  the  House  do  now  pro- 
ceed to  consider  the  bill  confirming  the  title  orthe 
Mohiccan  or  Stockbridge  tribe  of  Indians  to  certain 
lands.    The  motion  was  negatived. 

STATE  OF  MANUFACTURES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lownoes,  the  House  proceed- 
ed to  consider  the  resolution  submitted  by  him,  on 
Saturday^  calling  on  the  Committee  of  Manufac- 
tures to  report  certain  information  respecting  the 
state  of  mannfactures  in  the  United  States. 

On  this  proposition  arose  a  short  debate,  in  the 
course  of  which  the  motion  was  supported  and 
opposed  as  follows:  Affirmative — Messrs.  Lown- 
des, Tyler,  Barbour,  and  Culpbper  ;  negative, 
Messrs.  Baldwin,  Sergeant,  Poller,  Gross,  of 
New  York,  and  Little. 

Those  who  supported  the  motion  argued,  that 
encouragement  was  demanded  for  our  manufac- 
turers by  increased  duties,  on  the  ground  that  they 
were  now  oppressed  and  ruined;  that  it  was  neces- 
sary to  have  these  facts  to  know  how  far  these 
allegations  were  true  or  otherwise — to  know  whe- 
ther the  distress  complained  of  was  in  fact  real  or 
supposititious. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  was  argued,  that  the  revi- 
sion of  the  tariff  had  been  proposed  by  the  Com- 
naittee  of  Manufactures  from  considerations  of  na- 
tional policy,  and  not  from  a  minute  investigation 
of  detads ;  that  the  information  asked  was  not  such 
as  a  committee  of  this  House  ought  to  be  required 
to  give,  and  which  each  mem^r  could  as  well 
procure  for  himself  as  a  committee  for  him ;  and 
that  the  adoption  of  the  resolve  would  serve  the 
purpose  of  delay,  dec. 

The  question  oeing  taken,  by  yeas  and  nays,  on 
agreeing  to  the  resolve,  there  were — For  the  resolu- 
tion 72,  against  it  90,  as  follows; 

Yjbas — Mcasrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Tennes- 
see, And«noB9  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia, 
Ball,  Barbour,  Bryan,  bufium,  Burton,  Burwell,  Batler 
of  New  Hampshire,  Boiler  of  Louisiana,  Cannon, 
Clagett,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Crafts,  (>rawford,  Crowe! I, 
Cuipeper,  Cuthbert,  Davidson,  Edwards  of  North  Car- 
olioa,  Ervio,  Fisher,  Floyd,  FalJer,  Garnett,  Hall  of 
North  Carolina,  Hardin,  Hill,  Holmes,  Hooks,  Jones 
of  Virginia,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kent,  Livermore,  Mc- ; 


Creary,  Meech,  Mercer,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Massachu- 
setts, Nelson  of  Virginia,  Overstreet,  Parker  of  Vir- 
ginia, Pinckney,FindaU,Plumer,  Rankin,  Reed,  Rhea, 
Ringgold, Robertson,  Settle,  SiUbee,  Simkins,  Slocnmb, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Smith  of 
North  Carolina,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Swearingen, 
TerreII,Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina, 
Tyler,  Walker,  Williams  of  Virginia,  and  Williams  of 
North  Carolina. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  New  York,  Baker, 
Baldwin,  Bateman,  Beecher,  Bloomfield,  Boden, 
Brown,  Brash,  Campbell,  Case,  Clark,  Cook,  Culbreth, 
Cushman,  Darlington,  Dennison,  Dewitt,  Dickinson, 
Dowse,  Edwards  of  Connecticol,  Edwards  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Fay,  Foot,  Ford,  Forreit,  Gross  of  New  York, 
Gross  of  PenntylTsnia,  Hackley,  Hall  of  New  York, 
Hall  of  Delaware,  Hazard,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hibsh- 
man,  Heister,  Hostetter,  Kendall,  Kinsey,  Kinsley, 
Little,  Linn,  Lyman,  Maclay,  McLano  of  Delaware, 
McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mallary,  Marchand,  Mason, 
Meigs,  Metcalf,  R.  Moors,  8.  Moore,  Monell,  Morton, 
Mosclay,  Murray,  Newton,  Parker  of  Massschuoetts, 
Patterson.  Phelps,  Philson,  Pitcher,  Rich,  Richards, 
Richmond,  Rogers,  Ross,  Russ,  Sampson,  Sawyer, 
Sergeant,  Shaw,  Sloan,  Smith  of-New  Jersey,  Southard, 
Stevens,  Storrs,  Street,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Tomlinson, 
Tompkins,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace, 
WendoTcr,  and  Wood. 

So  the  resolution  was  rejected. 

SEMINOLE  WAR. 

The  House  then  rcsolred  itself  into  a  Commit^ 
tee  of  the  whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
officers  and  volunteers  engaj^ed  in  the  late  campaign 
against  the  Seofiinole  Indians,  Mr.  Campbell  in 
the  chair. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Cankon  made  a  few  observations  in  favor 
of  the  bill. 

Mr.  PiNDALL  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table, 

with  the  view  of  obtaining  information  whether 

or  not  these  men  received  meir  forty  cents  per  day 

I  for  the  use  of  the  horses,  after  those  horses  were 

I  dead,  until  the  end  of  the  campaign. 

This  motion  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Pindall 
and  Hardin,  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Cann0N| 
Jones,  and  Allen,  of  Tennessee. 

It  was  decided  in  the  affiriQative^ — 70,  to  63.  So 
the  bill  lies  on  the  table. 

SALE  OP  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  extending  the  time  for 
the  redemption  of  lands  sold  to  pay  the  direct  tax 
in  certain  cases. 

Mr.  Sergeant  moved  an  amendment  to  provide 
how  deeds  shall  be  made  to  purchasers  of  lands  sold 
for  the  payment  of  the  direct  tax,  where  there  is 
no  collector  now  to  do  it. — Agreed  to. 

No  other  debate  or  proceeding  took  place  on  this 
bill.  To  the  same  Committee  of  the  Whole  was 
referred  two  or  three  other  bills;  among  them, 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  making  further  provision 
for  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  (for  changing  the 
system  from  a  credit  to  cash  payments.) 

Mr.  Anderson  delivered  a  speech  of  half  an 
hour's  length  in  favor  of  the  bill. 
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Mr.  Jones  delivered  his  sentiments  at  consider- 
able length  against  the  bill. 

Mr.  Urowell,  of  Alabama,  followed,  also  in  op- 
position to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Brush,  of  Ohio,  snoke  in  support  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Kentucky,  followed  in  opposition 
to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Fuller,  of  Massachusetts,  spoke  in  support 
of  the  bill ;  wnen,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Robertson, 
the  Committee  rose,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  April  18. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the 
inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Washington,  and  to 
repeal  all  other  acts  upon  that  subject,"  reported 
the  same  with  amendments  \  which  were  read,  and, 
together  with  the  bill,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, the  Secretary  of  War  was  directed  to  lay  be- 
fore this  House  the  proceedings  of  the  court  martial 
on  the  late  trial  of  William  King,  colonel  of  the 
fourth  regiment  of  United  States'  infantry. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  disagree  to  the  first  amendment 
proposed  by  this  House  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  establish  a  district  court  in  the  State  of  Alaba- 
ma ^"  and  they  agree  to  the  second  amendment  to 
the  said  bill,  with  an  amendment.  They  have 
passed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit :  "An 
act  to  provide  for  clothing  the  Army  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  and  "An  act 
to  provide  for  the  expense  of  surveying  certain 
parts  of  the  coast  of  North  Carolina,  and  for  other 
purposes ;" — ^in  which  amendment  and  bills  they 
ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  enclosing  a  copy  of 
the  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  called 
for  by  a  resolution  introduced  by  Mr.  Pinuall, 
some  days  ago,  entitled  "An  act  to  prevent  kid- 
napping.^' It  was  referred  to  the  select  committee 
appointed  on  the  subject  of  reclaiming  fugitives 
from  labor. 

The  bill  this  day  received  from  the  Senate,  for 
clothing  the  Army  in  domestic  fabrics;  and  the 
bill  from  the  Senate  to  provide  for  the  expense  of 
surveying  the  coast  of  North  Carolina ; — ^were  sev- 
erallv  read  twice,  and  referred. 

Tne  engrossed  bill  extending  the  time  allowed 
for  the  redemption  of  land  sold  for  direct  taxes, 
and  purchased  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  was 
read  the  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate 
for  concurrence. 

PUBLIC  EXPENDITURES. 

Mr.  SiMKiNs,  from  the  Committee  on  PuUic 
Expenditures,  made  a  report  in  obedience  to  the 
resolution  directing  them  "  to  inquire  and  report 
the  amount  of  the  several  items  which  are  charged 
upon  the  contingent  fund,  and  whether  in  their 
opinion  the  expenditures  may  not  in  future  be  di- 
minished, consistently  with  the  public  interest  and 
the  accommodation  of  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 


gress;" which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table.    The  report  is  as  follows: 

The  Committee  of  Pablic  Expenditaree,  who  were 

required,  by  a  resolution  of  this  Houee  of  the day 

of  December  last,  **  inquire  and  report  the  amount  of 
'  the  several  items  which  are  charged  upon  the  con- 
'  tingeot  fund,  and  whether,  in  their  opinion,  the 
'  expenditures  may  not  in  future  be  dimioiahed,  con- 
*  sistently  with  the  public  intereat  and  the  acrommo* 
'  dation  of  the  two  Housea  of  Coogreac,"  beg  leave  to 
report: 

That  they  immediately  took  into  conndenitioo  the 
above  resolution,  and,  although  strictly  vpeaking  their 
inquiry  might  seem  to  h%ve  been  directed  to  the  con- 
tingent expenses  of  the  House,  of  which  they  are 
members,  yet  they  thought  it  embraced  withiu  the 
scope  of  the  resolution  to  go  further.     In  conformity 
thereto,  they  promptly  addressed  a  letter  to  each  of 
the  heads  of  the  Executive  Deparunenta,  vix.:  the 
Secretary  of  State,  the  Trea»ury,  of  War,  and  of  the 
Navy,  of  whicft  the  paper  marked  A  is  a  copy,     'iliat, 
from  the  first,  they  received  the  letter  and  documenta 
contained  in  the  envelope  marked  B ;  from  the  Qw:Te'-' 
tary  of  the  Treasury,  they  received  the  letter,  docu- 
ments, and  vouchers  marked  C ;  from  the  Secretary 
of  War,  the  letters  and  documents  contained  in  the 
envelope  marked  D ;  and  from  the  Secretaiy  of  the 
Navy,  the  letters  and  items  contained  in  envdope  E  ; 
which  letters,  documents,  and  vouchen  contained  all 
the  in£9rmation  of  importance,  touching  the  aatd  nm^ 
lution,  which  could  be  obtained  from  theee  Dcpsrtr 
menta. 

It  ia  true  that  tbo  attention  of  the  committte  haa 
been  directed  to  some  charges  of  abuaea  alleged  to 
have  taken  place  in  the  Navy  Department*  aome  two 
or  three  years  ago.  That  to  these  cfamrgaa  the  com> 
mittee  directed  the  attention  of  the  Secretary  of  ch0 
Department,  whose  peculiar  province  and  duty  the 
committee  deemed  it  to  be  to  supervise  and  regulate 
his  Department,  and  correct  abuser,  if  any  eiiaUd 
therein. 

Upon  the  whole,  this  part  of  the  traoaaction  haa 
ended  in  charges  on  the  one  hand,  and  details  on  thm 
other,  many  of  which  were  of  a  private  and  individual 
character;  and,  inasmuch  as  no  practical  result  could, 
in  the  opinion  of  yonr  committee,  grow  out  of  a  lur- 
ther  perseverance  in  an  investigation  of  such  a  nature^ 
they  think  it  best  to  leave  the  affair  with  tlie  head  of 
the  proper  Department,  considering  that  abuses  (if 
any  have  existed)  will  be  promptly  and  effectually 
corrected. 

Your  committee,  in  turning  their  attention  to  the 
contingent  expenses  of  this  House,  (for  with  those  of 
the  Senate  they  did  not  feel  it  their  duty  to  inter* 
fere,}  applied  to  the  Clerk  for  information,  who,  with 
promptness,  gave  his  personal  attention  before  your 
committee  at  two  different  tiroes,  and  afibrded  all  the 
information  in  his  power ;  the  substance  of  which  is 
contained  in  a  letter  from  him,  herewith  submitted 
and  marked  F. 

That  the  existence  of  impositions  to  a  certaio  but 
perhaps  unavoidable  extent,  in  the  quality  and  even 
quantity  of  stationery  and  other  articles  furnished  this 
House,  and  in  the  wood  provided  for  its  consumptioa, 
are  not  only  possible,  but  even  probable,  although  the 
committee  have  not  been  able  to  designate  any  per- 
ticular  case,  and  beg  leave  to  suggest  that  the  oorfpct 
management,  safety,  and  economy  of  all  these  aiticies 
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Bfoat  mainly  depend  upon  the  Tigihnce  and  ^delity 
of  the  ofBoera  of  the  House. 

After  the  moat  dili^nt  inYeatigation  which  your 
committee  have  been  enabled  to  make,  their  inquiries 
have  reraited  in  not  being  enabled  to  detect  any 
abases,  if  any  have  existed,  or  do  exist;  nor  have 
they  been  able  to  discover  how,  or  in  what  manner, 
the  expenditures  upon  the  contingent  fond  of  this 
House  can  be  diminished,  consistently  with  the  public 
interest,  or  its  comfortable  accommodation. 
The  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
The  House  took  up  the  bill  to  establish  a  distric)^ 
court  in  Alabama,  and  insisted  on  their  amend- 
menL  redocing  the  salarv  of  the  judge  from  2,000 
to  1^500  dollars,  which  nad  been  disagreed  to  by 
the  Senate,  and  disagreed  to  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate  adding  fifty  dollars  to  the  salary  of  the  dis- 
trict attorney. 

arrocKBRiDGE  Indians. 

The  House  took  up  the  bill  to  confirm  the  title 
of  the  Mofaic«an  or  Stockbridge  Indians  to  certain 
lands  lying  on  White  river,  in  Indiana ;  upon 
which  much  discussion  arose,  and,  after  several 
amendments  had  been  proposed,  some  of  which 
were  adopted  and  others  rejected,  the  question  was 
taken  on  the  en^ossment  of  the  bill  for  a  third 
reading  and  decided  in  the  negative  by  veas  and 
says — ^Tor  the  engrossment  52,  against  it  93 : 

Yrab — Messrs.  Allen  of  Massachusetts,  A)len  ot 
ICew  Yorir,  Areher  of  Virginia,  Baker,  Biyan,  Bntler 
of  New  Hampshire,  Clark,  Crawford,  Coshman,  Cuth- 
hert,  BaTidson,  Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Dowse,  Edwards  of 
FennayfranJa,  Ford,  Forrest,  Gross  of  New  York, 
HaeUey,  Jotfea  of  Yirgima,  Kent,  Kinsey,  Livermoie, 
Lowndes,  Xtyman,  Maday,  McCreaiy,  Mason,  Meigs, 
Meicer«  Monell,  Neale,  Nebon  of  Massachiisells,  Nel- 
son of  Vbrginia,  Pinekney,  Pindall,  Pitcher,  Kwhmood, 
JZobeitson,  Settle,  ^uthard,  Storrs,  Strong  of  New 
York,  Taylor,  Tomlinson,  Tompkins,  Tracy,  TrimUe, 
Tucker  of  Sooth  Carolina,  Van  Rensselaer,  Williams 
of  North  Carolina,  and  Wood. 

Nats — ^Measn.  Alexander,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  An- 
derson, Archer  of  Maryland,  Baldwin,  Ball,  Barbour, 
Bateman,  Beecher,  Bloomfield,  Boden,  Brown,  Bruah, 
BufiiuQ,  Burton,  Burwell,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Camp- 
bell, Cannon,  Case,  Clagett,  Cobb,  Cook,  Crafts,  Cul- 
breth,  Culpeper,  Darlington,  Denniaon,  Barle,  Eddy, 
'Edwards  of  Connectieut,  Fay,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Folger, 
Foot,  QrosB  of  PennsyWania,  Hall  of  Delaware,  Hall 
of  Noffth  Carolina,  Hardm,  Hazard,  Hendricks,  Her- 
rick,  Hildiainn,  Heister,  Hill,  Holmes,  Hooks,  Hos- 
tetter,  JottM  of  Tennessee,  Kendall,  Kinsley,  Little, 
Linn,  MeCoy,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mallary,  M«tealf, 
fi.  Moore,  Morton,  Murray,  Newton,  Overstreet,  Par- 
ker of  Massaeinuetts,  Parker  of  Virghna,  Patlerson, 
Phelps,  Philson,  Plomer,  Rhea,  Rich,  Richards,  Ring- 
gold, Rogers,  Ross,  Sampson,  Silsbee,  Simkins,  Sloan, 
Sloeumb,  Smith  of  New  JenMy,  B.  Smith  of  Virginia, 
Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Sterexis,  Strong  of  Vermont, 
Tarr,  TerreU,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tyler,  Walker,  Wal- 
lace, WendoYor,  and  Williams  of  Virginia. 

And  so  the  said  bill  was  rejected. 

8ALBS  OF  PUBLIC  LANDS. 
The  House  then  reKolred  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate 
tedueing  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  and  estab- 
liahiiig  cash  payments  therefor. 


Mr.  Robertson,  of  Kentucky,  addressed  the 
Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.  R.  said,  that  it  was  with  reluctance  and  un- 
feigned diffidence  he  had  taken  the  floor  to  offer 
to  the  Committee  any  thing  which  he  would  be 
able  to  say  on  the  interesting  subject  under  con- 
sideration. He  was  not  friendly  to  apologetical 
speeches,  nor  in  the  habit  of  maKing  them.  But 
he  owed  to  the  Committee  an  apology  for  his  ina- 
bility, owioff  to  the  circumstances  under  which  he 
appeared  before  them^  to  make  them  any  adequate 
return  for  their  kind  mdulgence  in  rising,  on  his 
motion,  to  give  him  a  full  opportunity  to  delirer 
bis  sentiments.  Laboring  nnoer  severe  indisposi- 
tion, he  was  totally  incapacitated  to  do  justice  to 
the  Committee,  or  to  the  subject  which  he  was 
about  to  discuss.  Under  this  emlmrrassment,  well 
aware  of  the  magnitude  of  the  subject,  and  of  the 
delicate  and  interesting  considerations  involved  in 
its  discussion,  and  the  mat  interest  to  be  affected 
by  its  decision,  he  would  not,  if  permitted  to  con- 
sult his  feelina^,  obtrude  himself  on  the  Commit- 
tee, but  would  surrender  the  floor  most  cheerfuUy 
to  some  other  member  who  could  entertain  them 
more  profitably  and  acceptably  than  he  could  hope 
to  do  under  the  most  favorable  circumstances.  But 
the  peculiar  situation  in  which  he  happened  to 
stand  left  him  no  such  discretion.  He  felt  himself 
constrained,  by  a  sense  of  duty  to  his  State  and  to 
himself,  to  give  some  of  the  reasons  which  would 
influence  his  vote. 

Having  introduced,  early  in  the  session,  a  reso- 
lution instructing  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
to  inquire  into  the  ezpedieiicy  of  the  measure  now 
cmder  consideration,  it  was  necessary,  lest  he  might 
be  suspected  of  a  dereliction  of  duty,  to  defend  the 
policy  of  the  system  he  had  recommended.  And, 
having  the  misfortune  not  to  be  supported  by  the 
co-operation  of  some  of  his  colleagues,  who  op- 
posed the  bill  firotn  an  apprehension  that  it  would 
mjure  the  Western  country,  (part  of  which  he  rep- 
resented,} and  aimed  a  blow  at  its  prosperity  and 
influence,  he  felt  imperiously  called  upon,  by  con- 
siderations which  he  could  not  resist,  and  obliga- 
tions from  which  he  should  not  shrink,  to  vindi- 
cate the  policy  of  his  course,  and  endeavor  to 
maintain  the  rectitude  of  his  opinions  and  the  in- 
tegrity of  his  motives. 

lie  said,  that  he  was  not  so  vain  as  to  suppose 
that  he  would  be  able  to  offer  to  the  Committee 
any  considerations  in  fkvor  of  the  bill  which  had 
not  occurred  to  them,  but  he  did  hope  and  believe 
that  he  should  be  able  successfully  to  defend  his 
opinions  with  the  nation,  and  even  the  Western 
country.  Crude  and  uninteresting  as  the  d^ultory 
observations  he  should  make  must  necessarily  be, 
he  hoped  the  Committee  would  hear  him  pa- 
tiently. No  one  could  be  Insensible  to  the  im- 
portance of  the  subject,  or  to  th?  necessity  of  se- 
rions  and  sober  deliberation  in  deciding  on  it.  It 
was  a  question  in  which  not  only  the  government 

but  the  people — not  only  the  West  but  the  East 

not  only  the  present  generation  but  posterity — was 
in  some  degree  interested.  He  feared  that  its  im- 
portance was  not  sufficiently  feit^  nor  its  character 
and  its  tendencies  fully  understood. 
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He  would  not  attempt  to  ^ive  it  any  factitious 
importance.  It  was,  intrinsically,  as  interesting 
to  the  people  as  any  subject  that  engaged  the  at- 
tention ol  Congress  during  the  present  session. 
Whether  regarded  in  its  efiects  on  the  fiscal  con- 
cerns of  the  Government,  or  the  strength,  pros- 
perity, and  independence  of  the  West^  or  its  mev- 
itable  moral  and  political  tendencies,  it  had  strong 
claims  to  the  most  dispassionate  consideration. 

Having  bestowed  on  the  subject,  said  Mr.  R., 
all  the  reflection  that  its  importance  and  a  due  re- 
spect for  the  opinions  of  otners  required  and  his 
limited  means  permitted,  and  having  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  passage  of  the  bill  was  de- 
manded by  considerations  of  policy,  which  he 
thought  a  statesman  could  not  safely^  resist,  he 
could  not  hesitate  to  give  it  his  vote,  disregarding 
the  consequences  that  had  been  threatened.  He 
felt  bound  to  discharge  his  duty  impartially,  and 
he  should  do  it  fearlessly. 

He  said  he  regretted  that  he  could  not  co-operate 
with  his  colleague,  (the  Speaker,)  whose  feelings 
on  this  subject  ne  admired,  but  with  whose  opin- 
ions he  could  not  concur. 

But  he  must  be  permitted,  on  this  as  well  as  all 
other  occasions  of  public  duty,  to  pursue  the  dic- 
tates of  his  own  conscience  and  judgment.  He 
acted,  he  said,  on  his  own  responsibifity ;  and,  if 
he  was  wrong,  it  was  sufllcient  for  him  that  he 
believed  he  was  right.  And  on  this  subject,  he 
said,  others  might  think  as  they  pleased,  but  he 
felt  a  strong  conviction  that  the  adoption  of  the 
cash  system  would  promote  not  only  the  interest 
of  the  General  Government,  and  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States,  but  the  substantial  ancf  perma- 
nent interest  of  the  Western  country. 

Mr.  R.  said,  that  the  question  was  not  whether 
the  plan  for  selling  the  public  lands^  now  proposed 
as  a  substitute  for  the  one  in  operation,  was  unex- 
ceptionable^ or  would  effectually  prevent  the  re- 
currence of  all  the  abuses  and  difficulties  which 
it  was  acknowledged  had  resulted  from  defects  in 
the  latter,  but  only  whether  it  be  more  perfect  and 
better  suited  to  the  purposes  for  which  the  old  sys- 
tem was  establisheo. 

He  said,  that  the  Senate's  bill,  like  all  other 
human  productions,  however  perfect  in  theory, 
would  no  doubt  in  its  execution  be  found  liable  to 
some  objections.  But  these,  he  felt  sure,  would  be 
comparatively  insignificant ;  and  he  thought  that 
the  proposed  law  was  not  only  better  than  the  ex- 
isting one,  but  as  perfect  as  the  experience  of 
twenty  years  and  the  circumstances  of  the  times 
and  the  country  would  enable  Congress  to  make  it. 

He  said,  that,  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  it  had 
been  urged  that  the  present  system  was  a  venera- 
ble one,  and  not  to  be  changed  unless  practical 
men  should  pronounce  the  change  necessary.  He 
did  not  profess  to  be  a  very  "practical  man,''  or  to 
know  more  on  this  subiect  than  others,  but  he 
thought  that  no  one  should  be  denounced  as  a  rash 
or  unskilful  innovator,  who  should,  after  an  experi- 
ment of  twenty  years,  endeavor  to  correct  abuses 
and  prevent  difficulties  which  it  had  disclosed, 
and  which  might  produce  consequences  which,  if 
not  averted  by  timely  interposition,  might  embar- 


rass the  Grovemment  and  dbturb  society.  He 
thought  that  if  the  system  which  had  been  m  ope- 
ration twenty  years  was  known  to  be  defective,  it 
should  be  amended :  and  that,  if  the  argument  of 
innovation  was  applicable  now,  it  never  would  be 
inapplicable.  As  to  "practical  men,"  he  said,  he 
did  not  precisely  comprehend  its  import.  But  he 
supposed  that  tnose  who  had  observed  and  felt  the 
operation  of  the  present  svstem,  from  its  didopiion 
until  now.  might  be  considered  sufficiently  ''practi- 
cal" for  all  the  purposes  of  the  bill ;  and,  aluougli 
he  was  unwilling  to  adopt  the  opinions  of  others, 
merelv  because  he  mi^ht  consider  them^mactical 
men  ,'^  he  would  tell  the  ^ntleman  &om  Tennes- 
see (Mr.  Jones)  that  he  believed  the  most  pTacti> 
cai  men  in  the  United  States,  on  land  subjects, 
were  in  favor  of  the  change  proposed  in  the  bill 
under  consideration.  He  woula  ask,  who  was 
more  "  practical "  on  all  subjects  that  concerned 
the  public  lands,  than  a  late  Senator  from  Ohio  ? 
TMr.  Morrow.)  And  whose  opinions  had,  and 
deserved,  more  universal  influence  7  He  had  been 
well  called,  by  a  Senator  from  Kentucky,  in  a  dis- 
cussion on  this  subject  last  session,  (Mr.  Crittex- 
den)  the  Palinurus  of  the  Senate.  And  was  it  so 
soon  forffotten  that  he  wished  to  make  the  ado]^ 
tion  of  the  system  now  proposed  the  last  act  of  his 
long  political  life  ?  That  he  felt  and  avowed  the 
necessity  of  reforming  the  present  system?  And, 
said  Mr.  R.  the  voice  of  the  people  will  applaud 
him. 

By  the  law  now  in  operation,  said  Mr.  R.,  the 
public  lands  are  sold  in  quantities  not  le»  than 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  and  at  a  price  not 
less  than  two  dollars  per  acre,  one-fourth  paid  at 
the  time  of  sale,  and  the  remainder  in  four  years  ; 
with  interest,  if  not  punetoally  paid,  and  the  land 
forfeited  if  the  whole  consideration  ne  not  paid  in 
five  years.  The  bill  before  the  Committee  prt^ 
poses  to  sell  the  public  lands  for  cash,  at  a  price 
not  less  than  one  dollar  twenty-fire  cents  per  acre, 
and  in  tracts  containing  not  less  than  eighty  acres. 

The  first  system,  he  said,  having  been  tried 
twenty  years,  was  ascertained  to  be  defective* 
The  last  is  intended  to  remedy  the  defects  of  the 
first,  which,  it  was  believed,  might  be  efifectualiy 
and  safely  done.    The  first,  it  was  true,  had  been 
prepared  with  great  care,  and  was  considered, 
when  adopted,  better  adapted  than  any  other  that 
could  be  devised  to  the  ends  for  which  it  was  in- 
stituted.   These  ends  were,  1st,  revenue ;  and  2d, 
the  promotion  of  the  general  and  substantial  in- 
terests of  society,  by  extending  population,  and 
encouraging  industry^and  the  domestic,  social,  and 
civic  virtues.  But,  said  he,  consistently  with  those 
purposes,  it  is  ascertained  that  it  cannot  be  fully 
executed.    The  experience  of  twenty  years  had 
demonstrated  its  inefficiency,  and  its  tendency, 
from  abuse  and  accident,  to  consequences  unfore- 
seen and  mischievous.    Instead  of  proving  a  sure 
resource  of  revenue,  he  believed  that,  ere  lon^,  the 
Treasury  could  not  rely  on  it ;  instead  of  meliorat- 
ing the  condition  of  the  poor,  it  had  been  fre- 
quently an  instrument  in  the  hands  of  the  ricli,  by 
which  they  were  enabled  to  oppress  th^  and 
enrich  themselves ;  instead  of  strengthening  the 
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Union,  and  enriching  the  country,  he  feared  that, 
if  persisted  in,  it  would  tend  to  weaken  the  one, 
and  embarrass  the  other ;  instead  of  increasing  the 
resources  of  the  West  he  believed  it  would  tend  to 
their  snbduction;  in  short,  he  believed  that  it 
could  not  long  be  continued  in  operation,  without 
creatuigthe  most  unpleasant  embarrassments  in 
the  Government,  and  among  the  people.  That  it 
was  defective,  he  said,  he  bdieved  all  acknowledg- 
ed. Bat,  in  regard  to  the  nature  and  extent  of  its 
defects,  their  operation,  and  ultimate  tendency, 
and  their  remedies,  there  was  a  diversity  of  opin- 
ion. However,  for  all  his  purposes,  it  would  only 
be  necessary  to  show  one  radical  defect,  and  that 
the  proposed  substitute  would  remedy  it,  without 
prodncing  any  bad  effects  that  legislation  could 
prevent. 

Tlus  radical  defect,  he  said,  he  found  in  the 
credit  given  to  the  purchaser,  and  he  believed  that 
the  most  serious  difficulties  tnat  had  occurred,  or 
would  occur,  under  the  operation  of  the  credit  sys- 
tem, might  be  ascribed  to  the  credit. 

Mr.  R.  said  that  he  should  not  venture  to  state 
that  the  revenue  had  been  diminished  by  the  sale 
of  public  lands  on  credit.  It  was  impossible  to 
ascertain,  with  certainty,  whether  there  had  been 
diminution  in  its  amount,  as  the  cash  system  had 
never  been  tried ;  but,  he  would  venture  to  predict 
that  there  would,  in  a  few  years^  be  a  loss  inevita- 
bly, unless  the  bill  before  the  Committee  should 
become  a  law.  It  was  well  known,  he  said,  that 
applications  had  been  made,  by  purcnasers  ol  pub- 
lic lands,  for  many  years  successively,  for  indul- 
gence, and  that  laws  had  been  repeatedlv  passed, 
exempting  from  forfeiture  lands  which  nad  been 
purchased  un  credit,  and  for  which  the  purchasers 
nad  failed  punctually  to  pay.  This  kind  of  indul- 
fifence  had  almost  become  a  matter  of  course.  It 
had  been  extended,  with  a  few  exceptions,  annual- 
ly, for  more  than  ten  years.  He  believed  it  had 
never  been  refused,  and  he  doubted  whether  it  ever^ 
would  be.  A  bill  had  been  engrossed  this  morn- 
ing, extending  the  indulgence  one  year  longer; 
and  it  was  obvious  that  a  similar  law  must  pass 
at  the  next  session,  and  for  many  consecutive  years, 
or  the  debtors  for  the  public  lands  must  be  suoject- 
ed  to  great  distress,  and  many  of  them  to  ruin. 
Mr.  R.  said  that  he  did  not  wish  to  be  understood 
as  intimating  that  the  indulgences  heretofore  given 
were  unnecessary  or  improper.  On  the  contrary, 
he  was  sure  that  they  had  been  proper,  and  that  it 
would  be  necessary  to  renew  them.  But.  he  thought 
that  that  policy  must  be  unwise  whicn  subjected 
the  National  Legislature  and  the  people  to  such 
vexatious  embarrassments,  and  that  any  system 
which  required  such  temporary  and  mitigating  ex- 
pediaits  in  its  operation,  must  be  radically  de- 
fective. The  necessity  of  continued  indulgence 
indicated  very  clearly  the  necessity  of  changing 
the  system  wnich  produced  it.  Indeed,  said  he, 
every  argument  that  has  been,  or  could  be,  urged 
in  favor  of  indulgence,  tends  strongly  to  show 
the  propiety  of  refusioff,  in  future,  that  credit, 
which  has  rendered  such  arguments  proper  and 
necessary. 

He  said  that  he  had  heard  it  frequently  stated, 


and  his  friend  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  JoNEa)  had 
reiterated  it,  that  the  accumulation  of  the  debt  for 
the  public  lands,  and  the  inability  of  the  debtors 
to  discharge  it,  resulted  from  temporary  and  acci- 
dental causes,  and  that  it  was  not  probable  that 
the  indulgence  thereby  rendered  necessary  would 
lone  be  reouired. 

He  would  not,  he  said,  enter  into  an  examina* 
tion  of  those  circumstances  alluded  to  by  the  gen- 
tleman in  support  of  that  opinion,  because  meir 
character  rendered  a  minute  investigation  of  them 
unnecessary.  He  thought  it  easily  demonstrable 
that  the  causes  of  the  accumulation  of  the  debt 
were  neither  accidental  nor  temporary :  they  existed 
in  the  nature  of  the  system,  and  would  continue 
to  produce  their  results  as  long  as  it  should  be  kept 
in  operation.  The  circumstances  mentioned  by 
the  gentleman  may  have  had  some  influence  on  the 
extent  of  the  increase,  but  if  they  had  never  oc- 
curred the  debt  would  have  grown,  and  indulgence 
have  been  necessary.  The  debt  nad  been  gradu- 
ally accumulating  for  many  years :  in  good  times, 
and  in  bad  times,  and  under  all  circumstances. 

It  could  not  reasonably  be  expected  that  a  man 
who  should  be  able  to  pay  only  the  first  instalment 
for  a  tract  of  land,  could  transplant  himself  and 
family  in  the  Western  wilds,  open  a  farm,  build 
his  houses,  support  his  family,  and  be  able  in  four 
years  to  save,  by  the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  as 
much  as  would  pay  the  remaining  three-fourths  of 
the  consideration.  Under  the  most  auspicious 
circumstances,  some  of  the  purchasers  must  una- 
voidably become  delinquent  But  if  misfortune 
or  calamity  should  fall  on  the  public  debtor,  or  the 
currency  should  be  deranged,  or  the  seasons  un- 
pronitious,  or  the  market  for  affricultural  products 
dull  or  unprofitable,  how  would  the  debt  be  punc- 
tually discharged  ?  But,  said  he,  add  to  these 
considerations  the  exorbitant  prices  which^the  ad- 
vantages of  credit  tempt  the  speculator  to  promise, 
(and  which  is  the  most  fruitful  source  of  accumu- 
lation,) and  which  it  is  impossible  that  he  can 
ever  pay,  and  how  inevitable  is  the  growth  of  the 
land  deof?  It  must  continue  to  increase  as  long 
as  credit  shall  be  given. 

Such  a  system,  said  he,  liable  to  so  many  con- 
tingencies, must  be  intrinsically  defective.  It  could 
not  long  be  continued  in  operation  without  defeat- 
ing the  ends  of  its  institution.  It  could  not  be  ex- 
ecuted. He  would  not  say  that,  if  persisted  in,  it 
would  eventually  create  a  debt  so  large  that  it 
never  could  be  paid ;  but  he  would  say,  and  was 
bound  to  believe,  that  the  debt  would  become  so 
much  augmented,  that  its  entire  collection  would 
be  difficult,  remote,  doubtful,  and  perilous.  And 
he  should  not  attempt  to  dis^ise  his  apprehension 
that  it  never  woula  be  entirely  collected ;  or,  if 
collected,  that  it  would  be  done  under  circumstan- 
ces whicn  would  prove  that  it  would  have  been 
better  that  it  had  never  been  either  contracted  or 
coerced.  He  felt  compelled  to  believe  that,  if  the 
credit  be  continued  much  longer,  the  Government 
would  necessarily  lose  a  great  part  of  the  proceeds 
of  sales,  or  would  have  to  secure  them  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  best  interests  of  the  Union. 

He  was  unable  to  perceive  how  such  a  dilemma 
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could  be  avoided.  The  people  could  not  pay  the 
debt  now  due :  that  debt  must  increase ;  the  causes 
)  are  permanent,  and  the  effects  inevitable.  When, 
and  hoWj  he  asked,  would  it  be  collected  1  If  it 
will  be  difficult  or  impossible  to  collect  twenty-two 
million,  how  much  more  so  will  it  be  to  collect, 
with  safety,  one  hundred  million  ?  Will  you,  said 
he,  refuse  further  indulgence,  and  thereby  subject 
the  land  to  forfeiture?  Then,  passing  by  other 
consequences,  you  distress  and  ruin  many  of  the 
purchasers ;  and,  in  that  event,  it  will  have  been 
unfortunate  for  them  that  you  had  given  them 
credit.  If  vou  refuse  indulgence,  confusion,  disaf- 
fection, ana  oppression,  wiO  follow :  if  you  grant 
it,  the  Government  loses  revenue.  Uentlemen 
might  choose  their  alternative.  But  it  was  cer- 
tainly the  province  of  an  enlightened  policy  to 
prevent  this  dilemma,  when  it  mi^ht  be  possible, 
ny  opportune  interposition.  This,  he  thought,  was 
now  practicable ;  but  no  one  could  say  how  loog 
it  would  be  so.  And  if  by  such  interposition  the 
Government  should  sell  its  lands  for  thirty-four 
cents  per  acre  less,  (the  difference  between  cash 
payments  under  the  two  systems,)  it  will  be  more 
than  compensated  by  certainly  getting  the  whole 
amount  oi  sales. 

Mr.  R.  said  that  it  was  useless  to  talk  to  him  of 
the  security  the  Government  possessed,  by  holding 
the  title  to  the  land.  This  security  was  only  nom- 
inal. For,  while  by  holding  it  with  a  heavy  and 
nunous  deU  impending  over  your  land  deotors, 
•you  keep  them  comparatively  in  a  state  of  depend- 
ence and  tenancy,  you  will^  at  the  same  time  be 
unable  or  unwilling  to  evict  them,  and  sell  their 
houses  to  hungry  speculators  and  strangers.  But, 
if  you  should,  it  would  be  an  event  that  might  be 
de^ly  felt  and  long  deplored. 

The  home  of  a  freeman,  said  he,  is  dear  to  his 
heart  ;^it  is  sacred ;  it  is  the  centre  of  his  affections 
and  of  his  happiness  |  it  is  the  sanctuary  of  his 
'  wife  and  children ;  it  is  consecrated  by  being  his 
home,  and  often  endeared  to  him  by  being  the 
birthplace  of  his  little  ones.  Will  you  venture,  for 
a  paltry  consideration,  to  tear  this  from  him,  and 
thereby  strike  into  wild  and  discordant  commotion 
all  those  tender  things?  He  felt,  he  said,  that  he 
was  touching  a  delicate  subject,  on  which  it  would 
be  painful  to  dilate :  he  woula  therefore  not  pur- 
sue it,  but  content  himself  by  having  hinted  at  it, 
and  barely  opening  the  door  to  the  view  of  some 
of  the  consequences  that  would  attend  the  credit 
system. 

Mr.  R.  said,  that  all  his  observation  and  experi- 
ence taught  him  to  believe  that  any  permanent 
system  of  credit,  national  or  individual,  was  per- 
nicious. It  vras  unnatural  and  seductive,  and  ^^- 
erally  brought  on  those  concerned  in  its  operations, 
distress,  and  not  uafrequently  ruin.  It  was  na- 
ticmally  a  Pandora's  box.  What  else^  he  asked, 
was  the  more  fruitful  source  of  the  distress  with 
which  the  people  of  the  United  States  were  now 
so  much  afflicted  ?  And  what  else  is  the  cause  of 
the  magnitude  of  the  land  debt,  and  its  concomi- 
tant embarrassments  ?  Would  not  the  people  now 
be  in  a  better  condition  if  it  had  never  been  in- 
dulged?   And  would  not  the  Western  country. 


particularly,  be  more  prosperous  and  independent 
if  credit  had  never  been  given  on  the  public  lands? 
Would  it  not  be,  in  relation  to  the  Ueneral  Gov- 
ernment, out  of  debt  ? 

But,  in  addition  to  the  objections  he  had  men- 
tioned, he  said  there  were  many  others  to  the  land 
credit.  It  deceived  and  embarrassed  the  pur- 
chaser; it  compelled  him  frequently  to  promise  too 
high  a  price  for  his  land ;  it  tempted  him  to  so 
beyond  nis  means ;  it  placed  the  oecopant  in  the 
power  of  the  non-resident  speculator,  and  it  sub- 
jected the  purchasers,  of  every  description,  to  the 
control  of  circumstances  which  they  could  not 
foresee  or  avert,  to  the  caprice  of  fortune,  and  to 
the  mercy  of  Gvovemment. 

The  purchaser,  said  he,  if  there  were  no  credit, 
would  not  have  to  complain  of  the  vitiated  pa^r 
currency,  nor  to  reproach  the  Grovernment  with 
refusing  to  receive  of  him  such  depreciated  paper 
as  he  had  been  compelled,  in  his  transactions,  to 
receive;  nor  would  the  capitalist  be  able  to  un- 
house  the  poor  mam  with  his  family,  who  had  en- 
hanced the  value  of  the  soil  by  improvements,  and 
who,  without  his  fault,  had  become  unable  to  pay 
the  whole  price  for  it  punctually ;  nor  would  the 
ears  of  Congress  be  assailed  witn  reports  of  nefa- 
rious speculations,  in  fraud  of  the  Government, 
and  to  the  iniury  of  the  poor.  Look,  said  he,  to 
Alabama.  What  but  credit  was  the  cause  of  the 
exorbitant  prices  bid  there  for  land,  or  of  the  great 
speculations  that  had  been  there  made  and  at- 
tempted ?  Would  not  many  who  purchased  there 
be  unable  to  pay  ?  Was  not  the  magnitude  of  the 
debt  alarming?  He  did  not,  he  said,  wish  to  pur- 
sue this  part  of  the  subject ;  he  had  no  doubt  he 
was  sufficiently  understood. 

Mr.  R.  here  observed  that  the  objections  to  the 
credit  system  which  had  most  influence  with  him, 
were  or  a  character  different  from  those  which 
were  merely  financial  or  personal,  and  of  infinitely 
>more  consequence  in  the  view  of  wise  policy  and 
enlightened  patriotism.  They  grew  out  of  the 
moral  and  p(4itical  tendencies  of  credit  between 
the  people  and  their  Government.  This  wns,  he 
said,  an  embarrassing  topic ;  but  his  duty  would 
not  excuse  its  pretermission.  He  could  not  avoid 
it.  It  lay  across  his  way.  He  should,  theref(M«, 
give  his  opinion  in  regard  to  it  without  disgiuise. 

History,  and  a  knowledge  of  the  nature  of  re- 
publican government,  proved,  that  the  relation  of 
creditor  and  debtor  ought  not  to  exist  between  the 
Government  and  the  people.    It  begets  ohliga- 
tions,  and  interests,  and  feelings,  incoeapatiole 
with  the  genius  of  free  institutions.    If  the  citizen 
must  stand  in  that  relation  to  his  (Soventment,  it 
is  best  that  he  should  be  the  creditor.    If  he  stand 
in  the  attitude  of  debtor,  his  interest  may  not  be 
the  interest  of  the  Government,  and  his  feeimgs 
may  not  alway^B  be  in  accordance  wkh  his  doty. 
But  the  objections  to  such  a  relaticm  are  greatly 
multijdied  and  stren|thaied  when  it  is  pemitted 
to  eiitt  between  the  Government  and  entire  com- 
munity, or  a  lar^e  portion  of  the  whole  popnbtion. 
It  is  then  that  the  Government  nMy  be  con^rfled 
to  feel  its  impotency  and  the  supremacy  of  those 
passions  which  it  was  instituted  to  control.    And 
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it  is  then  that  it  may  be  in  danger  of  decfenerating 
into  a  government  of  men  and  not  of  laws;  of 
passions,  and  not  princij^es;  of  arbitrary  force, 
and  not  enlightened  nublic  opinion. 

He  said,  that  it  had  been  very  seldom  the  policy 
of  governments  to  encourage  or  permit  this  odious 
and  dangeroas  relation  permanently ;  and  most  of 
those  that  ever  did,  had  left  striking  memorials  of 
its  impolicy.  In  Great  Britain  it  exists  to  a  great 
extent ;  and  there,  it  is  true,  it  is  not  deprecated 
by  those  who  administer  the  GoTemment,  but  is 
considered  as  the  bulwark  of  the  constitution.  It 
fortifies  the  GoTernment,  bv  making  it  the  interest 
of  the  opulent  and  the  innuential  to  maintain  it. 
In  this  merc«iary  way  public  sentiment  is  stifled, 
and,  instead  of  beinfi^  endangered,  the  Government 
is  almost  impregnably  entrenched  behind  wealth 
and  aristocracy.  Therefore^  in  England,  the  pub- 
lic debt  is  considered  a  public  blessmg. 

But  for  the  same  reasons,  he  believed  that,  in 
free  Governments,  it  would  be  considered  the 
greatest  curse.  What  would  be  the  condition  of 
England,  if,  instead  of  being  the  debtor,  she  was 
the  creditor  of  her  subjects?  Who  would  then  be 
the  ministerial  champions  ?  Who  would  preserve 
the  Government  from  revolution  ? 

Mr.  R.  said  that  he  did  not  mean  to  argue  that 
the  creation  of  a  large  land  debt  would  eventuate 
in  the  disruption  of  our  happy  Confederacy,  bat 
its  tendencies  would  be  towanls  disunion.  If,  said 
he,  in  England,  it  is  necessarv  to  the  existence  of 
the  Government  that  it  shoula  be  deeply  indebted 
to  its  subjects,  he  would  submit  it  to  serious  con- 
sideration, wnether,  in  the  United  States,  the 
Union  would  be  strengthened,  or  cemented,  by 
permitting  the  citizens  to  be  largely  indebted  to 
the  Cvovemment. 

Ifj  in  England,  the  indebtedness  of  the  people  to 
the  Government  would  endanger  its  stability, 
would  it  be  wise  or  safe  to  maintain  the  converse 
of  the  proposition  here  ?  He  thought  no  argu- 
ment could  be  derived  from  the  peculiar  character 
of  the  American  institutions  or  people  sufficiently 
strong  to  render  it  good,  or  even  prudent  policy 
here,  to  eacourage  or  permit  a  lai^  body  of  the 
commanify  to  become  largely  indebted  to  the 
Crovemment.  On  the  contrary,  he  believed  that 
a  practical  or  philosophic  view  of  the  peculiar 
contexture  of  the  American  institutions,  would 
show  that  such  an  experiment  would  be  as  peril- 
ous here  as  elsewhere.  In  this  free  country,  said 
Mr.  R..  puMic  opinion  is  the  substratum  of  the 
political  nbric,  and  the  attachment  and  confidence 
of  the  people  the  cement  which  increases  its 
strength  and  preserves  its  symmetry.  Without 
the  stipport  of  the  first,  the  whole  superstructure 
is  prostrate;  forfeit  the  last,  and  the  fairest  and 
most  sacred  temple  of  liberty  on  earth  is  in  dilapi- 
dation. It  is  not  indestructible.  It  depends  more 
on  moral  than  political  principles. 

The  peculiar  conformation  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment being  ^  imperium  in  imperio,"  enhanced 
the  value  of  public  sentiment,  and  rendered  it  more 
'  necessary  to  the  stability  of  Constitutional  author- 
ity that  popular  confidence  should  be  preserved, 
and  the  whole  moral  strength  of  the  body  politic 


undivided  on  the  side  of  the  Union.  The  Union 
of  the  States,  he  said,  was  the  first  object  of  the 
Constitution.  Nothing  should  be  encouraged  that 
weaken  its  ties.  They  are  few  and  weak  enough. 
Local  feelings  and  sectional  jealousies  were  already 
sufficiently  strong  and  numerous.  He  feared  it 
might  be  unsafe  to  increase  them.  It  might  do  mis- 
chief; it  could  not  possibly  do  good.  He  repeated, 
that  he  did  not  mean  to  insinuate  that  the  Western 
debt,  if  augmented  to  even  one  hundred  millions, 
would  endanger  the  Union.  He  could  not  utter 
such  a  sentiment ;  but  he  did  mean  to  say  that 
such  a  debt  would  inevitably  tend  to  inspire  feel- 
ings, and  generate  interests,  at  war  with  the  fun- 
damental principles  of  union.  He  hoped  that  there 
would  always  be  too  much  virtue  and  good  sense 
in  society  to  permit  any  circumstances  to  produce 
such  an  awful  catastrophe  as  dissolution. 

But  he  was  an  unsafe  guardian  of  the  Constitu- 
tion who  would  do,  or  permit  to  be  done,  while  he 
could  prevent  it,  any  thing  that  might  provoke 
any  attempt  or  even  inclinatioQ,  towards  its  de- 
struction. Mr.  R.  said  he  felt  devoted  to  Western 
interests,  and  had  great  confidence  in  Western  vir- 
tues, moral  and  political ;  but,  on  a  national  ques- 
tion, which  should  be  decided  on  national  princi- 
Eles,  he  would  be  guilty  of  dereliction  of  duty  if 
e  were  to  act  under  the  influence  of  local  or 
sectional  feelings.  He  was  not  so  Grodwinian  in 
his  opinion  of  human  nature^  nor  so  Utopian  in  his 
political  principles,  as  to  legislate  on  the  supposed 
perfectibility  or  the  one.  or  the  practical  infallibil- 
ity of  the  otner.  Legislation  should  be  adapted  to 
men  and  things  as  they  are,  and  every  legislator 
should  regard  the  pa^ions  as  well  as  the  virtues 
of  human  nature.  Why  was  it,  said  he,  that  man- 
ners govern  laws  ?  Why  was  it  that  Solon,  when 
asked  whether  his  laws  were  as  perfect  as  he  could 
make  them,  replied,  that  they  were  as  good  as  the 
peo^e  would  bear  ? 

Mr.  R.  said,  that  the  people  of  the  West  were 
attached  to  the  Government :  he  did  not  wish  to 
see  that  attachment  alienated.  They  were  patri- 
otic: he  did  not  wish  to  have  that  patriotism 
chilled  by  a  system  of  public  policv  which,  he 
feared,  if  pmisted  in,  might  have  that  elTect.  Tneir 
fedings,  said  he,  are  with  the  Union :  do  not  pro- 
voke indifierence ;  do  not  excite  their  jealousies 
or  their  fears,  but  encourage  their  confidence,  by 
deserving  it.  Then,  indeed,  they  would  always 
be  found  among  the  first  in  your  councils  and  m 
your  fields.  Then  you  do  not  weaken,  but  stren^hen 
the  ligaments  that  bind  the  body  politic,  and  you 
difibse  health  and  vigor  through  the  sptem. 

But,  said  he,  how  different  may  be  its  condition 
if,  by  continuing  the  credit  system.  Congress  should 
compel  the  West,  in  selfnlefence,  to  oppose,  in  a 
body,  the  passage,  or  resist  the  execution  of  laws 
which  it  may  l^  the  interest  and  wish  of  the  East 
to  enact  anu  to  enforce ;  should  give  the  East  an 
engine  with  which  they  might  annoy  and  oppress 
the  West,  and  should  distract  and  pervert  the  pub- 
lic councils,  and  array  the  East  and  the  West 
against  each  other?  Should  this  state  of  things 
ever  occur,  (and  that  it  must^  sooner  or  later,  tra- 
der the  present  system,  if  continued,  seemed  to  him 


1875 


fflSTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1876 


H.  OF  R. 


Sales  of  PMic  Lands. 


April,  1820. 


as  inevitable  as  the  decrees  of  fate.)  no  man  could 
shut  his  eyes  to  the  consequences  that  must  follow. 
He  would  not  portray  them ;  but  the  effect  that 
would  be  produced  on  the  feelings  and  policy  of 
the  West,  and  on  the  legislation  of  Congress,  not 
to  look  to  ulterior  results,  must  be  seen  by  all 
who  were  acquainted  with  human  nature,  or  the 
history  of  the  world.  Would  not  the  West  be  in- 
terested deeply  in  indulgence,  while  the  other 
members  of  the  Union  might  be  inclined,  or  even 
necessitated,  to  coerce  payment  ?    Mignt  not  a 


Western  party  be  created,  (and  it  would  be  formi- 
dable.) with  anti-national  interests  and  feelings  ? 
Would  not  the  people  of  the  West  expect  and  re- 
quire indulgence?  Might  they  not  be  willing,  or 
compelled,  to  make  sacrifices  to  obtain  it  ?  If  op- 
posed, might  they  not  be  exasperated  ?  If  defeated, 
might  they  not  feel  it  their  duty  to  resist?.  Might 
not  indulgence  become  a  prominent  feature  in 
Western  policy  ?  Might  not  members  of  Congress 
be  elected  solely  with  a  view  to  the  indulgence  ? 
Might  they  not  oe  willing  to  make  legislative  com- 
promises to  attain  the  only  end  of  their  election  ? 
Would  not  the  East  have  an  ascendency,  almost 
irresistible,  over  the  West  ?  From  such  a  humili- 
adnff  and  perilous  predicament,  Mr.  R.  said  he 
would,  while  it  was  yet  possible,  rescue  the  West- 
em  country.  The  mammoth  land  debt,  if  permit- 
ted to  grow,  would  be  sufficiently  calamitous  if  it 
should  only  lead  to  some  of  the  consequences  at 
which  he  had  hinted.  Such  consequences  it  was 
the  duty  of  every  citizen  to  endeavor  to  avert. 

He  knew,  he  said,  that  he  would  be  told,  that 
the  people  of  the  United  States  were  too  virtuous 
and  enlightened  to  permit  a  sectional  debt^  bow- 
ever  large,  to  influence  their  political  feelings  or 
conduct.  But  he  was  not  yet  prepared  to  believe 
that  human  nature  was  so  far  sublimated  in  the 
United  States,  as  to  be  exempt  from  the  influence 
of  interest,  jMission,  or  ambition.  He  said  that,  if 
any  illustration  were  necessary  to  show  the  effect 
of  a  land  debt  on  legislation,  and  local  parties,  an 
experiment  had  been  made  in  Kentucky,  which 
furnished  a  very  apposite  exemplification. 

In  that  State  there  was  a  large  body  of  the  peo- 
ple indebted  to  the  Govern ment  for  lands  pur- 
chased south  of  Green  river,  on  credit.  The  debt 
has  been  due  many  years ;  but  at  every  session  of 
the  Legislature  indulgence  had  been  granted  since 
the  debt  became  due.  Members  had  been  elected 
to  the  Legislature,  with  instructions  to  obtain  a 
further  inoTulgence.  A  promise  to  procure  it,  or 
the  belief  that  they  would  make  all  necessary 
efforts,  was  generally  a  "*mi«  qua  non^^  to  their 
election.  The  Green  river  country  had  become 
very  strong,  and  its  indulgence  had  become  a  sort 
of  party  question— a  political  hobby.  It  is  be- 
lieved that  it  has  been  frequently  the  subject  of 
<<  legislative  compromise,"  the  consideration  for 
other  laws,  and  other  laws  the  consideration  for 
that.  He  believed  that  it  was  now  considered 
almost  a  matter  of  course  and  of  riffht.  He  had 
no  doubt  that  it  had  frequently  been  granted 
against  the  free  consent  of  the  Legislature,  and 
had  been  the  means  of  passing  laws  that  other- 
wise would  not  have  been  enacted.    The  State 


had  not  eot  the  debt  in ;  he  had  doubts  whether  it 
ever  would,  the  prospect  being  no  better  now  tkn 
it  was  many  years  ago. 

He  said  tnat  he  Klieved  that  the  Green  riTei 
indulgence  had  been  sometimes  necessary,  and  be 
did  no^  know  that  it  was  not  even  yet  proper; 
but  he  had  alluded  to  it  to  show  the  effect  of  a 
land  debt  on  revenue,  on  party  elections,  and  oq 
legislation.  If,  said  he,  such  hare  been  the  fate 
and  the  effects  of  a  Green  river  land  debt  in  Ken- 
tucky, what  must  be  the  consequences  in  the 
United  States  of  a  Western  debtl  Are  the  citi- 
zens south  and  north  of  Green  river  less  united  in 
interest  and  feeling  than  the  people  west  and  cast 
of  the  Allegfhany  mountains?  Are  the  citizens 
of  Kentucky  less  attached  to  their  State  constitu- 
tion than  the  Western  people  are  to  the  General 
Grovernment?  He  said  that  the  nature  of  th.e 
Confederacy  would  prove  that  a  Federal  hind  debt 
was  infinitely  more  mischievous  than  any  State 
debt,  under  any  circumstances,  on  account  of  the 
magnitude  of  the  debt,  and  the  confliction  of  po- 
litical interests,  and  feeling  and  obligations,  not 
merely  in  the  West,  but  in  the  Rast,  and  the 
North,  and  the  South. 

He  said  that,  if  he  should  be  compelled  to  select 
any  portion  of  the  population  of  the  United  States 
to  defend  the  Union,  in  any  emergency,  he  should 
look  to  the  West. 

He  concurred  fully  with  his  colleague,  (Mr. 
Brown,)  that  the  people  of  the  West  were  as 
much  devoted  to  the  general  interests  of  the  Uniop, 
and  would  make  as  many  sacrifices  to  maintain 
them,  as  any  other  portion  of  the  American  popu- 
lation ;  and,  if  it  would  not  be  deemed  inridiou5, 
he  would  say  more.  They  have  given  many,  and 
signal  proofs  of  it.  But  this,  he  said,  was  do  arp- 
ment  in  favor  of  the  credit  system— a  system  that 
would,  in  its  ultimate  tendencies,  couflict  with 
those  national  feelings  that  now  animated  them— 
but,  on  the  contrary,  was  a  persuasive  one  against 
it.  Having  now  tne  warm  and  cordial  support  of 
the  West,  it  would  not  be  wise  to  persist  in  a 
course  of  measures  that  must  inevitably  tend  to 
stifle  those  moral  impulses  which  prompted  it 
He  would  invigorate  the  arm,  and  distend  the 
heart  of  Western  patriotism;  and  not  paralj-ze 
the  one  and  contract  the  other;  or  nerve  the  one 
and  steel  the  other  against  the  common  interests 
He  would  repeat  that  he  did  not  believe  that,  u 
the  land  debt  should  increase  to  any  amount,  the 
Western  people  would  resist,  by  force,  its  collec- 
tion, or  desire  the  subversion  of  the  GovernmeDt 
to  avoid  its  payment.  But  he  asked  if  itcouia 
be  prudent,  in  a  government  depending  for  it?  ex- 
istence ana  support  on  public  opinion,  to  make  it 
the  interest  of  the  people  to  emtuirrass  its  r^i^^^ 
operations,  or  resist  its  laws?  And,  said.fl^j 
might  not  a  large  debt,  hansing  over  one  moiety 
of  the  nation,  create,  tnroughout  the  whole,  vDje'- 
ests,  and  feelings^  and  conduct,  not  calculated  to 
advance  the  happiness  of  the  people,  or  strengtiien 
Constitutional  authority  ? 

Every  Government  that  ever  had  toencountep 
a  large  popular  debt,  had  felt  it  to  be  a  potent  ana 
unwieldy  adversary.    Why  did  Lycurgus  m 
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Solon  abolish  all  debts,  in  the  organization  of 
their  systems  of  goverament  1  Why  did  the  Ro- 
man plebeians,  after  being  oppressed  by  their 
patrician  creditors,  raise  the  standard  of  revolt, 
and  retreat  to  Mons  Sacer?  And  why  did  the 
patricians  ultimately  submit?  And  what  were 
the  progress  and  effects  of  the  long  struggle  ?  If, 
said  he,  the  land  debt  be  permitted  to  accumulate, 
and  its  enforcement  be  attempted,  the  West  may 
not  resist ;  they  may  not  murmur ;  they  may  not 
evince  sensation  ;  but  the  debt  mi^ht  not  be  col- 
lected ;  and  he  did  not  wish  to  see  Uic  experiment 
made.  There  was  no  necessity  to  make  any  ex- 
periment on  the  temper  of  the  West.  They  would 
never  willingly  "  give  up  the  ship ;"  they  would 
never  secede,  unless  provoked  by  those  who  ought 
to  be  their  friends.  And,  if  they  ever  should  re- 
treat to  the  sacred  mountain,  he  hoped  there 
would  be  at  least  one  Menenius  and  one  Valerius 
among  them,  who  would  be  able  to  rally  them 
again  under  the  standard  of  the  Union. 

Bat  it  could  not  be  the  interest  of  the  United 
States  to  persist  in  a  system  which  could  produce 
any  consequences  which  it  was  the  duty  of  every 
enlightened  and  patriotic  statesman  to  prevent ;  a 
system  that  would  engender  discord  and  party 
feuds,  and  excite  jealousies  and  discontents,  and 
perhaps  insubordination. 

Every  consideration  which  could  operate  on  his 
mind,  he  said,  strengthened  his  conviction  that 
the  credit  system  could  not  be  executed^  or,  if  exe- 
cuted, that  it  would  do  much  mischief.  In  its 
execution,  it  would  defeat  some  of  the  ends  for 
which  it  was  established ;  and  he  thought  it  re- 
quired no  argument  to  show,  that  a  system  whose 
operations  were  incompatible  with  its  designs,  and 
subversive  of  the  first  purposes  for  which  govern- 
ment was  instituted,  and  which  counteracts  the 
policy  of  wise  legislation,  ought  to  be  abolished. 
That  the  credit  svstem  yras  such  an  oncL  he  had 
endeavored  to  show.  It  ought,  therefore,  he 
thought,  to  be  repealed,  if  one  less  exceptionable 
could  be  substituted.  He  thought  that  the  bill 
under  consideration  furnished  such  an  one.  It 
remained,  therefore,  for  him  to  offer  some  reasons 
to  show  that  the  mode  proposed  was  better  than 
that  in  operation. 

Mr.  R.  said  that,  if  he  had  been  successful  in  his 
attempt  to  prove  tnat  the  credit  system  was  defec- 
tive because  it  was  a  credit  system,  it  would  be 
unnecessary  to  consume  time  by  an  effort  to  show 
that  the  cash  system  was  preferable,  so  far,  because 
it  was  a  cash  system.  As  the  strongest  general 
considerations  which,  in  his  opinion,  conduced  to 
show  the  superiority  of  the  cash  over  the  credit 
system  had  sdready  oeen  anticipated  in  his  endea- 
vor to  exhibit  some  of  the  objections  to  credit  in 
the  foregoing  part  of  his  argument,  he  would  not 
reiterate  them.  If  he  had  shown  the  defectiveness 
of  credit,  it  would  necessarily  follow  that  the  pro- 
posed system  was,  quo  ad  hoe,  preferable. 

Upon  that  ground  he  was  willing  to  rest  the 
comparative  merits  of  the  two  systems,  so  far  as  it 
might  depend  on  the  two  leading  and  characteris- 
tic features  of  credit  and  cash.  These  were  so  im- 
portant and  controlling,  that  a  comparison  of  the 


more  minute  traits  was  unnecessary;  because, 
whatever  might  be  its  results,  tbev  could  have  no 
influence  in  the  decision.  But,  it  such  a  compar- 
ison could  be  at  all  material,  he  was  sure  it  would 
result  in  showinj^  the  superiority  of  the  existing 
system  in  every  feature  in  which  they  differed. 

The  principal  of  these,  in  addition  to  the  credit 
and  casn,  were  the  minimum  quantity  of  land  and 
of  price.  The  reduction  of  each  in  tne  bill  under 
consideration,  was  intended  to  remove  the  objec- 
tions that  had  been  urged  to  the  substitution  of 
cash  for  credit.  And  in  this  it  was  singularly  and 
completely  successful. 

He  thought  it  was  fair  to  conclude  that  the  bill 
ought  to  pass.  That  it  ouffht  there  could  be  no 
doubt,  unless  objections  coula  be  urged  to  it  more 
formidable  than  those  to  which  the  existing  law 
was  liable,  or  arguments  against  it  stronger  than 
those  which  were  pressed  against  the  latter. 

He  said  he  haa  heard  only  two  objections  to 
the  proposed  system.  First,  that  it  would  oppress 
the  poor  man,  by  giving  the  capitalist  and  specu- 
lator an  unreasonable  and  unjust  advantage  over 
him.  Second,  that  it  would  retard  the  population, 
and  diminish  the  influence  of  the  Western  coun- 
try. He  believed  no  other  objections  that  were 
even  plausible  had  been  or  could  be  made ;  and 
these  he  considered  by  no  means  formidable.  He 
thought  that  a  very  slight  examination  would  be 
sufficient  to  show  that  they  were  both  evanescent. 
He  expected  results  from  the  cash  system,  in  its 
operation  on  the  poor,  the  rich,  and  the  Western 
country,  the  opposite  of  those  apprehended  by  its 
opposers,  which  he  would  endeavor  briefly  to  ex- 
hibit, in  the  course  of  the  notice  he  should  take  of 
the  objections. 

But  it  should  not,  said  Mr.  R.,  escape  notice 
that,  if  the  objections  are  in  themselves  true,  they 
constitute  no  sufficient  argument  to  prevent  the 
passage  of  the  bill.  For,  if  the  interest  of  the  Gov- 
emment  and  of  the  body  of  the  people  require  its 
passage,  it  would  be  unreasonable  to  demand  or 
permit  its  rejection^  merely  because  a  particular 
class  of  the  community,  or  district  of  country,  might 
be  injured  by  it.  Otherwise,  all  legislation  would 
not  only  be  nugatory,  but  unjust ;  because  every 
general  law,  however  much  it  may  promote  the 
interests  of  the  majority,  must  be  incompatible 
with  some  individual  rights  or  interests  in  society. 
Therefore  the  political  axiom,  that  private  int^- 
ests  should  be  sacrificed  on  the  altar  of  the  public 
good,  would  be  a  sufficient  answer  to  the  objec- 
tions, if  they  were  founded  on  correct  hypotheses. 

But,  he  said,  if  it  were  material  to  take  more 
particular  notice  of  the  objections,  he  thought  it 
wasas  nearly  demonstrable  as  any  moral  or  political 
proposition  from  its  nature  could  be,  that  the  cash 
system  would  not  only  diminish  and  embarrass 
speculation,  but  promote  the  interests  of  the  poor, 
and  the  permanent  and  substantial  welfare  of  the 
Western  country. 

He  believed  that  no  other  system  would  tend 
more  to  those  results,  unless  it  should  be  one  by 
which  the  pubUc  lands  should  be  gratuitously  dis- 
tributed. And  for  such  a  one  he  was  unwillmg  to 
believe  that  there  would  be  any  serious  advocates. 
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If  there  were  any  such  he  would  recommend  to 
them  the  immediate  abroenation  of  the  credit  sys- 
tem, and  the  substitution  of  an  agrarian  law.  But, 
said  he,  the  public  land  being  a  common  fund, 
and  Congress  being  its  depository,  it  is  their  duty 
to  dispose  of  it  in  such  a  manner  as  to  promote  the 
common  interest.  They  are  bound  bjr  their  trust 
to  sell  it.  and  to  those  who  can  pay  for  it.  And 
he  thougnt  it  could  not  be  matter  of  complaint  that 
Congress,  and  not  any  particular  class  of  prirate 
individuals,  should  prescribe  the  terms  of  sale,  and 
that  such  terms  should  be  offered  as  would  produce 
the  most  general  good.  Neither  the  poor  nor  the 
rich  have  any  right  to  complain,  if  credit  should 
be  refused,  if  they  are  unwilling  to  purchase  the 
public  lands  on  the  terms  proposed,  they  will  re- 
tain their  money,  and  the  public  its  lana,  and  no 
injury  is  done  to  either. 

jBy  the  poor,  he  said,  he  understood,  as  regards 
the  argument,  not  that  class  of  society  who  are  in 
a  state  of  pauperism,  but  those  who  are  compara- 
tively in  a  state  of  mediocrity,  and  are  unable  to 
purchase  land  for  any  other  purpose  than  to  oc- 
cupy it.  Under  the  credit  system,  a  man  who  has 
no  money  cannot  purchase ;  to  be  able  to  buy  pub- 
lic land,  ne  must  have  funds,  and  as  much  as  will 
be  required  by  the  cash  system.  Gentlemen,  he 
said,  had  argued  against  the  bill  as  if  they  believed 
that,  under  the  credit  system,  a  poor  man  with- 
out money  could  purchase  a  home,  and  that,  there- 
fore, he  will  be  excluded  from  all  participation  in 
purchases  of  public  lands.  But  he  is  already  ex- 
cluded. Who  can  purchase  now  that  maynot 
buy,  and  as  easily,  under  the  cash  system  ?  Who 
will  be  excluded  1  Not  the  man  without  money ; 
he  cannot  purchase  now.  Not  the  man  who  is 
now  barely  able  to  pay  the  first  instalment  for  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres,  at  the  minimum  price ; 
for  he  would  proceed  to  show  that  the  same  indi- 
vidual might  purchase  with  more  certainty  and 
more  to  his  advantage,  under  the  proposed  system. 

Under  the  existing  law,  a  man  cannot  purchase 
for  himself  a  home,  even  if  there  were  no  compe- 
tition^ unless  he  is  able  to  advance  eighty  dollars ; 
and,  if  he  be  a  prudent  man,  he  will  not  purchase 
at  all^  if  that  eighty  be  the  whole  amount  of  his 
pjecuniary  resources ;  for.  before  he  can  procure  a 
title,  he  must  pay  two  nundred  and  forty  dollars 
more,  in  three  instalments,  or  forfeit  his  land,  with 
his  eiffhty  dollars  advanced,  if  he  should  be  unable 
to  msike  punctual  payment  of  the  whole  price.  If 
the  credit  should  tempt  him  to  make  the  purchase, 
under  the  expectation  of  making  money  to  dis- 
charge the  deht  he  incurs,  or  of  indulgence  if  he 
should  fail,  he  subjects  himself  to  loss  and  embar- 
rassment that  may  result  from  accident,  or  from  the 
fluctuation  and  oepreciation  of  the  currency,  and 
places  himself  in  the  power  of  the  usurer,  the  specu- 
lator, and  the  Grovemment.  The  land  would  not  be 
his^  and  he  could  not  be  considered  an  independent 
citizeUj  in  the  sterling  import  of  those  words.  The 
little  pittance  he  may,  by  industry  and  economy, 
be  able  to  save,  he  cannot  consider  his  own  until 
he  shall  have  paid  for  his  land ;  the  land  is  not  his 
tmtil  he  can  get  his  patent ;  he  may  be  dependent 
on  the  capitalist  for  money  to  procure  the  title  and 


save  his  home  from  forfeiture,  or  must  supplicate 
the  indulgence  of  Congress ;  and,  at  last,  after  hav- 
ing removed  his  family  many  hundred  miles,  and 
improved  land  which  he  considered  his  own,  either 
the  hungry  speculator  may  take  it  from  him,  or  the 
humanity  of  the  Government  must  interpose.  And, 
if  he  should  die  before  he  shall  have  made  com- 
plete payment,  he  leaves  his  helpless  family  in  a 
strange  and  foreign  land,  without  a  home. 

But  the  credit  induces  speculators,  ns  irell  as 
others,  to  bid  a  higher  price  at  the  sales  than  would 
be  given  in  cash,  anci  frequently  more  than  the 
value  of  the  land ;  hence,  the  poor  man,  with  his 
eighty  dollars,  is  almost  entirely  excluded  from  the 
sales.  He  is  afraid,  or  unable,  to  compete  with 
the  rich  man,  or  witn  the  speculator.  The  conse- 
(^uence  is,  that  the  rich  and  adventurous  monopo- 
lize the  best  land,  and  leave  only  the  refuse  to  the 
other  class. 

The  speculator  buys  as  much  land  as  he  can 
make  the  first  payment  for,  under  the  expectation 
of  bein^  able,  before  the  expiration  of  nve  years, 
to  sell  It  for  a  higher  price.  He  has,  by  law,  ^vt 
years,  within  which  to  make  this  expermient,  and 
as  much  longer  as  he  can  prevail  on  Consress  to 
indulge  him ;  hence,  it  so  ohen  happens  that  the 
first  is  the  last  payment,  and  that  indulgence  be- 
comes so  necessary  and  so  frequent,  and  that  the 
land  revenue  fails.  If  the  purchaser  for  specula- 
tion can,  while  the  Government  will  indulge  him, 
sell  the  land  to  the  man  who  wants  a  home,  but 
who  was  not  able  to  bid  against  him  at  the  public 
sale,  at  a  higher  price  than  he  promised,  by  giving 
long  credit,  ne  transfers  his  certificate,  and  inter- 
poses the  poor  man  between  himself  and  the  Qor- 
ernment,  with  liability  to  pay  the  remaining  in- 
stalments, with  all  the  accumulation  of  interest, 
and  with  all  other  liabilities  Incident  to  the  credit. 
If  he  cannot  sell  for  more  than  he  promised  to 

five,  he  repeats  his  application  to  Confess  for  in- 
ultfence,  and  they  continue  to  grant  it  But,  if 
it  should  be  refused,  and  the  Umd  forfeited,  the 
adventurer  will  only  have  lost  the  anioant  of  the 
first  payment  which  he  had  advanced. 

What  better  terms  can  the  speculator,  said  he, 
desire?  What  can  more  encourage  speculation, 
or  oppress  the  poor  and  honest  man,  than  the  credit 
system  f  It  increases  the  facilities  and  induce- 
ments to  speculation ;  it  increases  the  means  and 
number  or  speculators.  This  is  obserred  every 
day.  Alabama  speaks  a  language  that  cannot  be 
misunderstood. 

But,  Mr.  R.  said,  the  cash  system  now  ofifered  U 
better  for  the  honest  purchaser,  not  only  because  it 
enables  him  to  get  land  with  more  certainty  and 
with  more  security,  and  better  land,  but  bemuse  it 
would  put  it  in  his  power  to  get  it  cheaper,  for 
two  reasons — 1st.  The  mimibum  price  ts  less; 
and,  2d,  land  will  sell  on  credit  for  a  price  higher 
than  the  cash  value,  by  more  than  the  interest  of 
that  value. 

Under  the  proposed  system  a  man  can  purchase 
eighty  acres  of  land  if  he  can  pay  one  hundred 
ddlars :  he  gets  his  patent,  and  nas  a  home.  He 
is  an  independent  citizen,  not  in  the  power  of  the 
capitalist  or  the  Gcremme&t,  in  regard  to  his  title. 
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Even  if  credit  would  not  enhance  the  price,  it  is, 
neverthdess,  a  fact  worthy  of  notice,  that,  under 
the  cash  sjstem,  a  purchaser  can  buy  a  home  for 
only  one-mth  more  than  the  fourth  of  the  credit 
price,  which  fourth  must  be  advanced.  It  is  true 
that  he  will  only  get  half  the  quantity,  but  he  does 
not  give  half  the  price ;  and  the  smaliness  of  the 
tract  is  no  objection,  but  a  strong  argument  in 
favor  of  the  proposed  system,  as  it  regards  the 
poor.  For  thereby  a  man  will  be  enabled  to  pro- 
cure a  home  who  could  not,  or  ought  not,  to  at- 
tempt it  now  j  and  those  who  can  purchase  more 
than  the  minuimm  quantity  will  have  the  libeity 
to  do  so. 

Bat,  the  best  land  is  sold  at  the  public  sales  to 
the  highest  bidder,  and  the  credit  mil  cause  it  to 
sell  for  a  higher  price  than  it  would  for  cash  by 
at  least  one-fi^.  This  is  the  difference  between 
the  price  of  eighty  acres  purchased  under  the  cash 
system,  and  the  fourth  ot  the  price  of  one  hundred 
and  sixtv  on  credit  The  consequence  is,  that  a 
man  will  be  able>  under  the  proposed  system,  to 
boy  eighty  acres  at  public  sale  for  the  amount  of 
only  one^xburth.  of  the  price  of  one  hundred  and 
six^  on  credit.  In  the  one  case  the  purchaser  has 
parted  with  a  certain  sum  of  money,  and  obtained 
m  exchange  a  titk  to  eighty  acres  of  land ;  in  the 
other,  he  &s  disbursed  the  same  sum,  as  only  one- 
fourth  of  the  pace  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres, 
to  which  he  has  no  title,  and  for  which  he  cannot 
ohtBin  a  patent  until  he  shall  have  paid  the  re- 
maining three-fourths.  Which  would  the  poor, 
the  honest,  the  free  man  prefer?  Could  there  be 
any  hesitancy  in  the  option  1  Would  he  not  choose 
the  cash  system  7  And  would  not  the  speculator, 
for  the  same  reasons^  prefer  the  credit  system? 

But,  said  Mr.  R.,  it  has  been  urged  bv  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Jon£s,)  tuat,  by  re- 
quiring cash^  too  much  power  is  given  to  money ; 
thai  the  capUaliat  will  buy  all  the  good  land,  be- 
cause the  poor  man  will  be  unable  to  bid  against 
him  beyond  the  small  sum  he  may  have.  This 
argument,  he  said,  was  more  plausible  than  sound, 
and  had  been  already  anticipated  and  answered. 
But  the  imposing  manner  in  which  it  had  been 
exhibited  entitled  it  to  a  direct  reply. 

Mon^,  said  he,  will  have  power  as  lonff  as  it  is 
money.  It  is  that  which  j^ives  it  value.  Its 
power  cannot  be  destroyed  without  destroying  its 
value.  But  he  fi^t  sure  that  its  influence  in  rela- 
tion to  the  paUic  land,  and  its  purchasers,  will 
not  be  ausmeatiML  but  greatly  diminished,  by  the 
passage  of  the  bill  under  consideration,  by  the  re- 
duction vHiich  it  would  effect  in  the  numbw  of 
speculatora,  and  the  extent  of  their  purchases. 
The  credit  increases  the  number  of  speculators, 
and  the  extent  of  their  purchases,  in  a  ratio  of  at 
least  three  to  one,  and  reduces,  in  a  correspondent 
ratio,  the  number  of  other  purchasers,  and  the  ex- 
tent of  their  purchases.  UnSer  the  credit  system, 
a  speculator,  with  fifty  thousand  dollars,  will,  at 
the  minimum  price,  purchase  one  hundred  thou- 
sand acres  of  land,  the  amount  of  his  money  being 
sufficient  to  complete  the  first  instalment  on  that 
quantity.  Under  the  cash  system,  he  will  be  able 
to  purchase  only  forty  thousand  acres.    The  same 


quantity  of  money,  then,  will  purchase  almost 
three  times  as  much  land  under  the  credit,  as  it 
will  under  the  cash  system.  The  advantages  of 
credit  to  purposes  of  speculation  will  ^ive  the  same 
sum  the  power  to  purchase  the  full  triple  quantity. 
To  purcnase  one  hundred  thousand  acres  under 
the  cash  system,  there  will  be  required  five  men 
with  $25,000  each ;  under  the  credit  system  it 
will  be  purchased  by  two  men  with  the  same  sum. 
If  credit  did  not  increase  the  price,  then  two  spec- 
ulators can  monopolize  as  much  land  under  the 
credit  system  as  five  men  can  under  the  cash  sys- 
tem ;  and  the  same  quantity  of  money  in  circula- 
tion would,  therefore,  increase  the  number  of  spec* 
ulators,  and  the  extent  of  their  purchases^  in  the 
proportion  of  &Jfe  to  two^  by  allowing  credit;  and. 
as  Wore  stated,  the  effect  of  credit  would  swell 
the  number  to  the  proportion  of  three  to  one.  Can 
any  one,  said  he,  fail  to  perceive  the  efiect  which 
credit  has  in  increasing  the  number  and  power 
of  speculators,  and,  thereby,  the  power  of^  their 
money  ?  Will  not  the  poor  man  have  a  greater 
number  of  competitors?  Will  there  not  be  less 
land  left  for  him  to  purchase?  And  will  not  his 
chances  of  buying  good  land  be  diminished  ?  And 
would  not  the  number  of  purchasers  for  use  be 
greatly  diminished,  and,  thereby,  the  population  of 
the  W  est  be  retarded  ?  Under  the  credit  system, 
the  capitalists  can  monopolize,  with  the  same  sum, 
more  land  than  they  coiud  for  cash,  in  the  propoi^ 
tion  of  a  hundred  to  forty.  The  capital,  then, 
which  would  purchase  100,000  acres  on  credit, 
would,  on  cash  payment,  leave  60,000  acres  unap- 
propriated, whicn  the  settlers  could  purchase  with- 
out competition  with  the  non-resident  moneyed 
men.  As  to  that  part  of  the  argument  which  as- 
sumes that,  in  a  contest  for  a  particular  tract  of 
land,  an  advantage  is  given  to  the  rich  over  the 
poor  man  by  requiring  cash,  he  said  that  the  same 
objection,  would  apply  with  equal  force  to  credit. 
For,  if  the  poor  man  could  not  compete  with  the 
rich  man,  alter  he  had  gone  in  his  bid  to  the  ex- 
tent of  his  funds,  when  the  whole  amount  is  to  be 
advanced,  he  must  be  in  the  same  predicament  if 
only  one-fourth  of  the  amount  be  required.  In 
the  latter  case,  after  he  had  been  forced  up  by  the 
capitalist  to  as  much  as  he  could  pay  the  first  in- 
stalment of,  he  could  bid  no  higher.  But  the  ob- 
jection, he  said^  would  have  much  more  force  in 
It  if  urged  against  the  credit  system ;  because,  by 
requiring  caah^  the  number  of  speculators  is  re- 
duced, and  most  of  their  schemes  and  contrivances 
ba£9ed. 

If  any  further  illustmtion  on  this  subject  were 
necessary,  he  said  that  the  gentleman  who  made 
the  objection  had  himself  furnished  a  very  striking 
one.  That  gentleman  had  said,  that,  if^  the  cash 
system  should  be  adopted,  the  United  States  would 
never  collect  the  debt  due  for  land  which  had  been 
sold,  because  that  system  would  depreciate  the  value 
of  the  land  for  which  the  debt  was  contracted. 

This  argument,  said  he,  is  a  ^^/elo  de  *c;"  it  cuts 
its  own  throat.  For  why  will  the  cash  system 
tend  to  depreciate  the  land  sold  under  the  credit 
system  ?  It  is  because  it  gives  more  advantages 
to  the  purchaser ;  because  it  is  a  better  system  for 
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the  purchaser.  This  is  the  reason,  and  the  only 
one.  It  does  give  more  advantages  to  the  pur- 
chaser; not  the  speculator,  but  the  man  who  may 
desire  to  buy  for  his  own  use ;  it  gives  him  more 
good  land  to  make  his  choice  in,  at  a  less  price, 
with  less  competition,  with  more  certainty,  and 
less  embarrassment. 

'  Mr.  R.  said  that  everv  view  he  could  take  of 
the  subject  helped  to  snow  that  the  objection  to 
the  cash  system,  which  was  founded  on  the  asser- 
tion that  it  will  not  be  so  advantageous  to  the  poor 
man,  is  indefensible,  and  that  the  system  was 
strongly  recommended  by  the  advantages  it  se- 
cured to  all  classes  of  purchasers,  except  the  spec- 
ulators. These  could  not  entirely  be  put  down ; 
to  frustrate  them  is  only  a  secondary  object.  But, 
if  it  were  a  primary  one,  a  more  effectual  method 
than  the  casn  system  could  not  well  be  devised. 

The  only  remaining  topic,  he  said,  was  the  ef- 
fect that  the  cash  system  would  produce  in  the 
Western  country.  He  repeated,  that  its  effect  on 
the  substantial  interest  of  the  West,  would  be  ben- 
eficent. But,  if  it  should  be  detrimental,  by  check- 
ing population,  he  could  not,  for  that  cause  alone, 
vote  against  it.  The  effect  could  not  change  his 
opinion  of  duty,  but  would  only  tend  to  diminish 
his  solicitude  for  the  passage  of  the  bill.  He  did 
not  come  here  to  legislate  for  any  particular  section 
of  countrv,  or  portion  of  people  of  the  Union,  but 
for  the  wnole.  The  laws  which  his  vote  might 
contribute  to  pass,  would  operate  on  all,  and,  there- 
fore, it  was  but  right  that  the  wishes  and  interests 
of  all  should  be  consulted.  As  a  citizen,  he  might 
delight  to  obey  the  dictates  of  his  local  feelings  or 
personal  wishes,  but,  as  a  legislator,  he  was  bound 
to  submit  his  conduct  to  the  guidance  of  other  and 
higher  considerations. 

But,  be  said,  that,  if  he  were  at  liberty  to  act  on 
selfish  principles  to  promote  local  interests,  it  would 
be  his  first  and  paramount  duty  to  look  to  his  own 
State,  and  to  confine  his  views  within  her  peri- 
phery. For,  if  he  represented,  exclusively,  any 
local  interest,  it  was  that  of  Kentucky.  And,  if 
such,  he  said,  were  his  condition,  and  such  his  duty, 
and  it  were  true  that  the  cash  law  would  check 
population,  he  would  not  hesitate  to  support  the 
iHli :  he  would  hail  its  passage  with  acclamations 
of  joy.  For,  what  would  more  promote  the  pros- 
perity of  Kentucky,  than  a  system  which  would 
stop  that  efflux  of  money  and  of  population,  which 
had  already  so  much  exhausted  her,  and  which 
was  the  effect  of  the  system  in  operation  ?  In  so 
far  as  the  cash  system  would  diminish  migration 
and  sales,  it  woiild  tend  to  diminish  the  drain  of 
people  and  of  money  from  Kentucky.  But,  he 
said,  he  was  sure  that  the  law  would  not  have  any 
deleteriousoperation  on  Western  interests,  by  check- 
ing any  population  or  preventing  any  sales  that 
would  redound  to  the  advantage  of  the  West.  If 
his  onlv  object  were  the  aggrandizement  of  the 
West,  he  would  vote  for  it.  He  believed  that 
nothing  which  Congress  could  do  by  legislation 
would  more  certainly  promote  the  prosperity  and 
independence  of  the  West. 

The  member  from  Tennessee,  ^r.  Jones,)  had 
expressed  astonishment  that  the  Western  members 


should  differ  in  their  opinion  on  thb  subject  He 
said,  he  felt  as  much  surprise  at  it  as  the  gentleman 
could  feel.  He  could  not  perceive  how  the  appre^ 
hension  could  be  entertained  by  a  Western  man, 
that  the  cash  system  would  injure  the  Western 
country.  He  was  as  much  devoted  to  Western 
interests  as  any  of  its  Representatives.  He  claimed 
it  as  his  duty  to  be  so.  He  had  been  charged,  ob- 
liquely, since  it  was  known  that  he  was  in  favor 
of  the  cash  system,  with  anti-Western  feeJings  and 
policy.  He  was  as  sensitive  on  this  subject  as  on 
anv  other;  and  he  would  not  say  he  was  impertur- 
bable, but  he  would  say  that  such  charges  or  in- 
sinuations fulminated  from  the  press  or  the  stunap 
could  not  alter  his  opinion. 

He  was  not  to  be  driven  from  his  purpose,  or 
deterred  from  doing  his  duty  by  denunciation,  or 
a  threat  of  defection  of  friends.  He  said  he  re- 
spected, as  much  as  any  Representative  should  do, 
the  deliberate  and  temperate  Toice  of  public  sen- 
timent. But,  he  believed  that  public  sentiment,  in 
Kentucky,  was  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  cash  sys- 
tem. However,  he  must  say,  that  the  only  way 
to  change  his  vote  was  to  change  his  opinion. 

Did  his  colleiu^es,  he  asked,  suppose  that  they 
gave  evidence  of  more  attachment  to  the  West  by 
their  votes,  than  he  felt  ?  He  hoped  they  would 
do  him  the  justice  to  believe  that  ne  was  as  much 
devoted  to  the  West  as  any  of  its  citizens.  Why 
should  he  not  be  ?  He  had  as  great  a  stake  bej'ond 
the  mountains  as  any  other  man,  and  he  was 
bound  to  the  West  by  as  many  and  a!^  tender  ties. 
Was  it  not  the  country  of  his  birth — the  home  of 
"  wife,  children,  and  friends  ?"  Did  it  not  embosom 
all  that  he  held  most  dear?  And  did  it  not  con- 
tain the  sacred  spot  in  which  the  relics  of  his  father 
reposed  ?  He  could  yield  to  none  in  devotion  to 
its  soil  and  its  interests.  He  loved  it  not  only  in- 
stinctively, because  it  was  his  birthplace  and  his 
home,  but  rationally,  because  it  was  the  fidrest  por- 
tion of  the  globe.  Its  soil  is  luxuriant,  its  climate 
salubrious,  its  population  is  virtuous  and  hospitable, 
its  men  are  brave,  and  its  women  chaste  Bound 
to  him  by  such  ties,  and  thus  deserving*  his  affec- 
tion, he  wduld  never  desert  its  cause.  As  long  as  he 
should  continue  in  its  service,  he  would  be  faithful 
to  its  interests — he  would  advocate  and  promote 
them,  and  he  believed  he  was  doing  it  by  support- 
ing the  cash  bill ;  for  he  believed  that  the  West 
never  would  attain  the  high  destinies  before  it,  if 
the  syjitem  of  credit  whicn  had  already  so  much 
embarrassed  and  enfeebled  it,  should  be  continued. 
Why  is  it,  said  he,  that  that  country  is  now  so 
much  in  debt?  Whv  is  the  balance  of  trade  so 
much  against  it  ?  Whv  its  currency  so  much  de- 
ranged and  depreciateo  ?  Why  such  a  languor 
pervading  that  rich  and  resourceful  country  ? 

He  knew  that  these  were  the  effects  of  more 
causes  than  one ;  the  general  system  of  credit  was 
one;  but  he  had  no* doubt  that  one  of  the  most 
prolific  sources  of  the  calamities  with  which  the 
West  is  afflicted,  is  the  credit  on  the  puUic  lands. 
This  had  tempted  men  to  go  beyond  their  means, 
and  contract  debts  which  they  could  not  pay ;  it 
had  depreciated  the  Western  paper  currency,  and 
had  tended  to  augment  and  vitiate  that  cunency. 
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Could  any  one  fail  to  see  its  operation  in  prodncing 
these  effects  ?  He  would  ask  his  colleagues  whe- 
ther the  Western  country  would  not  now  be  in  a 
better  condition,  if  there  nerer  had  been  any  credit 
given  in  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  ?  Would  it 
not  be  more  independent,  and  have  more  and  bet- 
ter money  ?  Would  it  not  owe  922,000,000  less  ? 
He  said  that  that  country  nerer  could  be  restored  to 
its  naturally  healthy  and  prosperous  state,  as  long 
as  saeh  an  immense  debt  is  suspended  over  it.  It 
lies  on  it  like  an  incubus ;  it  paralyzed  its  b^t  fiscal 
and  moral  energies.  Was  it  not  desirable  to  ex- 
tricate it  from  this  condition?  Was  it  not  the 
duty  of  its  friends  to  make  the  effort  ?  He  said  that 
he  did  not  knom^  any  thing  which  Conmss  could  do, 
that  would  tend  more  to  this  result,  than  the  adop- 
tion of  the  cash  system.  That  will  prevent  the 
accumulation  of  the  debt,  and  tend  to  correct  and 
restore  the  'Western  currency.  If  it  should  be 
adopted,  those  who  might  migrate  from  the  East, 
and  transplant  themselves  in  the  West,  would  buy 
only  as  much  land  as  they  could  pay  for ;  the  pur- 
chase money  they  would  carry  with  them  from  the 
East,  and  ail  they  make  on  the  land  for  four  years 
would  add  to  the  resources,  and  swell  the  currency 
of  the  West,by  beinff  distributed  among  the  people. 
But,  if  this  system  be  rejected,  then  the  Eastern  ■ 
emigrants  will  only  make  the  first  payment  with 
their  ESastem  funds ;  they  will  generally  purchase 
as  much  land  as  they  can  make  the  first  payment 
for ;  the  remaining  three-fourths,  for  which  they 
get  credit,  must  be  made  in  the  West,  and,  when 
paid,  abstracted  from  its  resources.  Is  there  not  a 
great  difference  between  adding  the  three-fourths 
to  the  funds  of  the  West,  and  abstracting  them 
from  them  1  Will  not  the  credit,  then,  always 
oppress  the  West,  render  good  money  scarce,  and 
increase  the  amount  of  bad  money  1  Under  the 
credit  system,  not  only  is  an  immense  sum  annually 
withdrawn  from  the  West,  which,  under  the  casn 
system,  would  be  retained,  but  that  sum  consists  of 
the  specie  or  best  paper  of  the  West.  The  with- 
drawal of  this  makes  a  vacuum,  which  must  be 
filled  by  an  augmentation  of  bank  paper.  This 
augmentation  depreciates  and  vitiates  tne  currency ; 
this  currency  the  public  debtor  must  take,  but  tne 
Government  will  not  receire  it  from  him.  In  ad- 
dition to  those  considerations,  he  said,  it  should  be 
recollected,  that  the  same  quantity  or  land  which 
would  draw  from  the  West  ^00,000,  under  the 
credit,  would  only  take  ^00,000,  under  the  cash 
system.  Was  he  not  justified  in  saying  that  the 
substitution  of  the  cash  system  would  m^iorate  the 
condition  of  the  West  ?  It  would  enable  it  to  owe 
less,  have  fewer  banks,  and  more  money. 

He  said,  there  was  another  aspect  of  the  subject 
entitled  to  the  serious  consideration  of  the  real 
friends  of  the  West.  It  was  the  influence  which 
the  credit  system  would  give  the  East  over  the 
West.  Some  of  the  causes  of  this  influence  had 
been  sufficiently  explained  in  considering  the  other 
topics  of  discussion.  He  hoped  gentlemen  would 
recollect  them,  and  make  the  proper  application 
of  thetn. 

He  would  only  add,  that  a  large  Western  debt 
would  give  the  Eastern  politicians,  in  a  struggle 


for  power,  a  powerful  weapon.  It  would  render 
it  impossible  that  the  West  could  hare  a  fair  and 
equal  contest.  It  would  be  the  talisman,  whose 
I  spell,  in  the  hands  of  dextrous  men,  might  be  sub- 
juffation  or  dissolution.  Such  men  would  not 
only  have  the  advantage  derived  from  the  debility, 
languor,  and  distress,  which  a  laree  debt  would 
produce  in  the  West,  but  they  could  hold  the  ap- 
palling sum  in  terrorem  over  the  devoted  West, 
and  say  pay  or  submit  Then,  said  he,  might  you 
see  enforced  the  maxim,  ^^Parcere  subfectis,  debeuaire 
8tipeH)08."  He  said  he  hoped  that  these  conse- 
quences would  never  be  realized ;  but,  as  a  West- 
ern man,  he  was  anxious  to  render  their  occur- 
rence impossible,  and  to  rescue  the  West  from 
danger  before  it  might  be  too  late.  He  said,  if  he 
were  an  Eastern  man,  and  desired  supremacy  over 
the  West,  and  labored  under  such  a  destitution  of 
principle  as  to  resort  to  leeblative  power  to  effect 
It,  he  knew  nothing  whicn  he  would  so  strongly 
advocate  as  the  continuance  of  the  credit  system. 
He  would  make  the  debt  as  large  as  possible.  To 
counteract  such  policy,  he  desii^  the  cash  bill  to 
pass ;  and,  in  advocating  it,  he  felt  sure  he  was 
vindicating  the  best  interests  of  the  West.  He 
said,  let  the  Western  people  get  out  of  debt,  and 
leave  their  posterity  free,  and  then  they  would 
have  power,  and  wealth,  and  independence.  Na- 
ture had  decreed  it.  They  will  then  preserve  their 
influence,  their  rank,  and  their  public  spirit ;  they 
will  then  move  and  act  in  the  majesty  of  their  na- 
tive and  characteristic  independence;  they  will  be- 
a  KresiL  a  powerful,  and  a  happy  people. 

Uentiemen  need  not  fear  the  march  of  Western 
power  or  of  ponulation  would  be  retarded  bv  the 
cash  system.  If  the  view  he  had  taken  or  the 
whole  subject  was  correct,  the  effects  of  the  system 
would  be  very  different.  He  could  not  see  how 
the  system  would  impair  the  power  or  diminish 
the  population  of  the  West.  Would  it  impair  the 
strength  of  the  West  to  get  it  out  of  debt,  and  add 
to  its  resources?  Or  would  it  diminish  or  obstruct 
the  current  of  emigration  to  the  West  to  offer  to 
the  emigrants  terms  of  purchase  more  advanta- 
geous to  them  and  to  the  country  to  which  they 
wish  to  go,  than  those  now  offered  ?  Or  would  it 
check  population  to  prevent  the  monopoly  of  large 
tracts  of  good  land  by  speculators,  who  would  not 
settle  on  them?  He  said  that,  if  the  cash  system 
would  prevent  the  emi^tion  of  any  class  of  citi- 
zens to  the  West,  (which  he  did  not  believe,)  it 
would  be  a  class  that  would  not  be  a  very  valuable 
accession  to  the  strength,  the  morals,  or  wealth  of 
the  West ;  but  who  would  only  increase  the  West- 
em  debt,  and  diminish  the  real  and  substantial  re- 
sources of  the  Western  country. 

He  said,  that  the  Western  country  would  popu- 
late soon  enough ;  men  would  go  there  whenever 
it  should  be  their  interest  to  go.  It  was  not  good 
policy  to  invite  or  decoy  them  there  sooner.  Let 
the  principle  of  population  and  the  rules  that  regu- 
late and  control  it  have  their  natural  operation. 
Do  not  endeavor  to  increase  its  fecundity  or  ac- 
celerate its  results  by  artificial  expedients.  It  was 
not  desirable  to  have  a  mushroom  population. 
Let  it  grow  gradually  and  naturally,  and  it  will 
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be  homo^neous,  and  happy,  and  strong.  Let  the 
body  politic  worK  its  own  cure,  if  disea^.  There 
is  a  recuperatiTC  spirit  in  it.  via  medicatrix  naiura^ 
that  will  preserve  its  healta  and  vigor.  He  did 
not  profess  to  know  mach  of  political  pathc^ogy, 
but  he  thought  there  could  be  no  doubt  that  Uie 
resources  and  ultimate  power  of  the  West  were 
certain,  if  its  friends  would  forbear  their  prescript 
tions  and  let  things  regulate  themselves. 

Let  the  population  of  the  West  fro  won  its  own 
natural  resources,  without  t  le  artmctal  and  delu- 
sory aid  of  credit.  The  surest  way  to  increase  an 
efficient  population,  whicli  alone  will  strengthen 
the  resources  and  power  of  the  West,  is  to  expel 
luxury  and  speculation,  by  stifling  tkeir  paadef, 
credit,  and  encourage  industry,  virtue,  and  econ- 
omy. The  first  step  towards  this  policy  If  to  ex- 
tricate the  West  from  debt,  with  all  its  ]^ara|iher- 
nalia ;  to  coniine  its  ex[>enditur«s  within  its  actual 
means^  and  n^e  its  citizenii  independent  cultiva- 
tors of  the  soil,  and  not  the  tenants  of  the  specu- 
lator or  the  Government.  The  cash  systenii  so 
far  as  it  could  operate,  would  tend  to  these  whole- 
some results,  by  distributing  the  lands  in  small 
tracts  among  toe  people  for  their  own  use,  and 
by  frustrating  speculation,  and  preventing  monop- 
olies. He  expected  much  good  from  it ;  he  feared 
no  mischief.  He  could  not  perceive  any  solid  ob- 
jection to  it.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  it  would 
De  adopted. 

He  had,  in  a  crude  and  unmethodical  manner, 
he  said,  offered  some  of  the  considerations  which 
would  influence  his  vote.  He  had  endeavored  to 
show  that  the  cash  system  was  required  by  the 
fiscal  and  political  interests  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, by  the  advantages  it  would  afibrd  to  the 
bona  fide  purchaser,  and  by  the  substantial  and 
permanent  welfare  of  the  Western  country.  Whe- 
ther he  had  been  successfnl,  would  appear  from 
the  decision  of  the  Committee.  Whatever  that 
decision  should  be^  he  would  be  content.  He  had 
discharged  his  duty  to  himself  and  his  country. 
If  he  had  erred,  he  should  be  supported  by  the  ap- 
probation of  his  conscience,  and  the  clearest  con- 
victions of  public  duty  $  and  he  believed  he  would 
be  sustained  by  the  opinions  of  his  fellow-citizens, 
and  the  verdict  of  posterity.    If  the  bill  should 

Eass,  he  hoped  that  his  friends,  who  differed  with 
im  on  this  interesting  subject,  and  especially  the 
Speaker,  (who  would  follow  him  in  debate,)  might 
live  lon^  enough  to  witness  and  to  enjoy  the  mn- 
efits  which  he  believed  would'  result  from  it,  not 
only  to  the  Union  and  to  the  poor  and  actual  set- 
tler, but  to  the  great  interests  of  the  West — ^to  its 
strength,  prosperity,  and  power,  and  to  the  inde- 
pendence and  happiness  of  its  people. 

When  Mr.  Robertson  conducted,  the  Com- 
mittee rose^  and  the  House  adjourned. 

^■^.•^.^.■^ 
WEONEaoAY,  April  19. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Commerce, 
to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  ''An  act  to  estaUish  the  district  of  Pearl 
River,"  reported  the  same,  without  amendment, 
and  it  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to-morrow. 


A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  foUowins 
titles,  to  wit :  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  leg^ 
representatives  of  Gabriel  Berzat,  decetsed ;"  '^An 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Edmnad  McCar- 
ty;"  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Tbonas  Hanter;*' 
"An  act  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to  cer- 
tain acts  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Slate  of  North 
Carolina ;''  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ebenezer 
Stevens  and  Austin  L.  Sands,  legfUrqieseotatives 
of  Richardson  Sands,  deceased,  and  others;"  and 
"An  act  authorizing  the  settlement  of  the  accounts 
between  the  United  States  and  Bicbard  O'Brien, 
late  American  Consul  at  Algtei*  f--i&  which 
bills  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  said  bills  were  read  twice^  aad  refencd-- 
the  first  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  ClaiioS} 
the  second  to  the  Committee  of  Claiois,  the  third 
to  the  CoHuniUee  on  Military  Afiaiis,  the  fourth 
to  the  Committee  oi  Coramerc&  the  fifth  to  the 
Committee  on  Pcnsionaand  Revoltttioaarf  Claims^ 
and  the  sixth  to  the  Committee  on  Foieigs  A&iis. 

DienacT  op  Columbia. 

Mr.  Sbrgbant,  from  the  Coomittee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  the  sobject  had  been  referred. 
reported  a  bill  to  enable  the  mhabiCantsof  the  Dis- 
tnct  of  Colombia  to  form  a  frame  of  government-, 
which  was  read  twice,,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Wh<^e  to-morrow.  The  billis  u 
follow! : 

Be  it  enaded,  4t$.,  Thai  the  inhdUlanU  of  theDit* 
trict  of  Colambia  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  sBthorized 
to  hold  a  ootivantioii,  to  deterniiDe  whether  it  iriU  be 
for  their  benefit  to.  have  the  righU  of  ttlffOTemiMBt 
extended  to  them,  so  fiu  as  the  eanie  mayooaitttatieo- 
ally  be  done ;  and,  if  they  shall  be  of  such  opinioii,  to 
form  a  framo  of  goverament,  to  be  snbnuUed  to  Goih 
greas  for  their  approbalion. 

8x0.  2.  And^  be  U  /wither  enaeied,  That  IM  wd 
conyention  shall  be  ooaaposed  of  twelve  ifpreeeaU* 
tivea  for  the  City  of  Wasbiogton,  and  that  put  of  Uw 
coonty  of  Washington  east  of  Rock.  Caeek;  of  eight 
representatlTcs  for  the  town  of  Georgetown,  ind  thit 
part  of  the  coanty  west  of  Rock  Creek;  andoC  viM 
repreaentativet  from  the  town  and  cooo^  of  Aleian* 
drla.  The  said  representatives  to  bo  free  white  tut- 
ble  males,  inhabitants  of  said  Disthct,  above  the  age 
of  twenty-one  yean,  who  shall  be  chosen  by  ballot  bf 
the  free  white  taxable  males,  inhabHants  of  laid  Dv 
triet,  above  the  age  of  twenty-one  yean,  oa  the  —- 

day  of next,  under  the  superiBteDdeaoe  of  mm 

jadgea,  at  atioh  place  in  each  of  the  aaid  towns,  tad 
aobjeet  to  anch  other  direotiona,  aa  the  PreAdeotof  tM 
United  States  may  piesoribe. 

8x0. 3.  Andbe  ii  fitrtkcr  enaeled,  lliat  the  fff 
sons  to  choaen  ahall  convene  in  the  City  of  WaihuiK- 
ton,  at  such  place  as  shall  be  fixed  by  the  Prtndeot  o 

the  United  8tates»  on  the day  of ,  and  jW 

orgatoixe  themaelves  by  the  appointmeot  of  a  prtficuo? 
officer,  and  such  other  officen  as  may  be  naeetfVT* 
A  majority  of  the  memben  shall  conatitate  aqoori^t 
and  their  proceedings  shall  be  commonicated  to  tne 
President  of  the  United  SUtes,to  be  by  him  laid  befc» 
Congress  at  their  next  session. 

TARIFF  BILL. 
Mr.  JoNBB,  of  Virginia,  submitted  the  foUo^"? 
resolution  for  consideration : 
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RfjolMef,  That  the  Secrettry  of  the  Treasarj  be 
requested  to  communictte  to  this  House  his  opinion 
respecting  the  probable  effects  which  will  be  produced 
upon  the  Reventie,  shonld  the  bill  to  regulate  the  da- 
tie*  on  imports,  and  fiir  other  purposes,  now  pending 
before  ibis  House,  be  enacted  into  a  law. 

This  motion,  and  the  proceedings  on  it,  gave 
rise  to  a  considerable  debate. 

Mr.  Brcsh  moved  an  amendment,  (but  subse- 
quently withdrawn,)  to  instruct  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  report  to  this  House  when,  in  his 
opinion,  Confess  might  be  able  to  terminate  tbe 
present  session. 

In  the  discussion  of  this  motion,  some  warmth 
was  displayed.     In  the  end — 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to  lay 
tbe  resolntion  on  the  table ;  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to — yead  71^  nays  67,  as  follows : 

Txis — ^Messrv  Abbot,  Adams,  Allen  of  New  York, 
Baker,  Batetnan*  Boden, Campbell,  Case,  Clark,  Crafts, 
Crawford,  Cashman,  Dennison,  Dcwitt,  Edwards  of 
Conoeetieat,  Edwards  of  Pennsyltania^  Pay,  Floyd, 
Folger,  Gross  of  New  York,  Hackley,  Hall  of  New 
York,  Hall  of  I>elaware,  Hazard,  Hemphill,  Hendricks, 
Hibshman,  Hill,  Kendall,  Kinsey,  Kinsley,  Linn,  Mc- 
Lean ofKeoUickyy  Marehaod,  Mason,  Meigs,  R.  Moore, 
8.  MoorSf  Motton,  Parker  of  Massackosetts,  Patterson, 
Phelps,  Piteber,  Plnmer,  Rich,  Rkbtrds,  Riohahond, 
Ro^er^  Rot%  Rnae,  8BmpsoR,8awyor,  Sergeant,  Smith 
of  New  Jetae^f  Smith  of  Korth  Caroliaa,  Starrs,  StMet, 
Btroog  of  Vermoaty  Strong  of  New  Yoric,  Taylor, 
TomlinsoB,  Tompkins,  Van  Rensselaer,  Walker*  Wal- 
lace, Woodover,  WiJliaois  of  North  OaroUaa,  Wood. 

N  ATS — Messrs.  A  leisnder,  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Ball, 
Barbour,  Bayly,  Bloomfield,  Brush,  Bryan,  Buffam, 
Borwell,  BaUer  of  New  Hampshire,  Butler  of  Louisi* 
ana.  Cannon,  Clagett,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Cook,  Crowell, 
Culbrctb,  Culpeper,  Cnthbert,  Dickinson,  Earle,  Ed- 
wards of  N.  Carolina,  Foot,  Fuller,  Fullerton,  Oar- 
nett.  Gross  of  Pennsylvania,  Hall  ot  North  Cerolina, 
Hardin,  Holraos,  Hooks,  Hoatetter,  Jones  of  Virginia, 
Jones  of  Tennessee,  Little,  Livermore,  Lyman,  Mc- 
Coy, MeCreaty,  Mallary,  Meech,  Neale,  Nelson  of 
Mfessacliasetts^  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Overstre«t»  Parker 
of  Virginia,  Philson,  Pindall,  Rankin,  Reed,  Rhea, 
Ringgold,  Settle^  Silsbes,  Sloan,  Sloouiab,  B.  Smith  of 
Virginia,  Stavens,  Swearingsn,  Tra^,  Tucker  of  Soath 
Carolina,  Tyler,  WbHman.  and  WUIiama  of  Viigtnia, 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  bill  making  further 
provision  for  the  sale  of  the  public  lands. 

In  the  further  debate  which  took  took  place  on 
this  bill,  the  main  object  of  the  bill  (to  reduce  the 
price  of  the  public  lands  from  the  present  price  to 
one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  and  to 
abolish  credits  thereon)  was  supported  and  op* 
posed  by  the  following  gentlemen :  JMrmaiive — 
Messrs.  Anderson,  BARBocR^HARDiN^SLOAN.and 
Stoahs.  Nt^^ative — ^Messrs.  Clay,  Brown,  But- 
ler of  Louisiana,  Cook,  Hendricks,  Jones  of 
Tennessee,  and  MoLean  of  Kentucky. 

Some  other  gentlemen  incidentally  engaged  in 

the  discussion  on  amendments,  dbc. 

Mr.  Sloan,  of  Ohio^  spoke  as  follows — 

Mr.  Chairnian:  It  is  with  extreme  reluctance 

that  I  rise  to  address  you  on  the  present  occasion* 

U&accQstomed  to  public  speaking,  I  am  well  award 
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that  I  shall  fail  to  express  myself  in  such  manner 
as  the  importance  of  the  subject  requires.  Indeed, 
sir,  nothin|^  but  the  circumstance  of  my  represent- 
ing a  district,  in  a  high  degree  interestea  in  the 
decision  of  the  question  now  under  discussion, 
could  have  induced  me  to  make  the  attempt.  Sir, 
I  have  been  a  witness  of  the  operations  of  this  cre- 
dit system,  as  it  is  called,  ever  since  the  commence- 
ment of  its  existence,  and  I  must  be  permitted  to 
say,  that  the  evils  arising  under  it  have  been  great- 
ly overrated,  and  that  the  results  anticipated  from 
its  continuance,  are  not  such  as  are  reasonably  to 
be  apprehended.  On  this  subject  there  is,  unques- 
tionably, a  very  great  misapprehension.  Sir,  there 
is  no  danger  of  a  dissolution  of  this  Union  frobi 
allowing  the  Western  people  to  purchase  your  lands 
on  credit ;  I  trust  I  know  that  people  too  well  to 

five  in  to  such  an  opinion.  Twenty  years^  resi- 
ence  among  them  has  convinced  me  that  all  such 
fears  may  safely  be  discarded.  Nor  is  the  debt, 
now  owing,  of  such  an  enormous  amount  as  has 
been  supposed  by  some  gentlemen  who  have  spoken 
on  the  subject.  They  appear  to  consider  the  laws 
which  have  been  passed,  irom  time  to  time,  grant- 
ing indulgence  to  purchasers,  as  applying  to  the 
whole  debt  contracted.  This  is,  indeed,  a  vefy 
great  error.  The  honorable  Speaker  has  calcu- 
lated that  the  whole  debt  owing  in  the  triangle 
northwest  of  the  Ohio,  composed  of  the  States  of 
Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  and  the  Territory  of 
Michigan,  which  will  be  affected  by  the  law  of  the 

S resent  session,  will  not,  perhaps,  exceed  three  huh- 
^  red  thousand  dollars.  This,  calculation^  1  think> 
is  very  likely  a  correct  one,  notwithstanding  it  has 
been  considered  as  vastly  too  low  by  gentlemen 
who  have  replied  to  the  Speaker's  arguments. 

Sir,  I  have  paid  some  attention  to  this  subject, 
ahd,  although  it  is  impossible  to  come  at  the  exact 
sum,  yet  I  am  convinced  that  the  amount  is  much 
less  than  has  been  supposed — a  sum  entirely  too 
trifling  to  excite  the  alarm  which  appears  to  pre- 
vail in  the  case.  Tbe  whole  amount  owing^  for 
(and  purchased  in  the  tract  of  country  to  which  I  * 
have  alluded,  is  something  more  than  seven  mil- 
lions eight  hundred  thousand  dollars — a  sum  little 
more  than  that  received  from  the  same  district  for 
each  of  the  last  four  years.  But,  in  order  to  judge 
more  correctly  on  this  subject,  let  us  examine  tCe 
forfeitures  of  the  year  1817,  one  in  which  no  ia- 
dulgence  was  given,  and  we  will  find  tbat  the 
amount  of  forfeitures  of  that  year  was  twenty- 
seven  thousand  dollars.  From  my  knowledge  on 
this  subject,  I  know  that  but  a  small  quantity  of 
the  land  is  sold  when  exposed  to  sale  for  non-pay- 
nient,  but  that  it  reverts  to  the  United  States,  and 
is  stated  in  the  amount  of  forfeitures.  But  suppose 
that  one  half  of  iL  in  that  year,  was  sold,,  and  the^ 
amount  not  paid  lor  to  be  $60,000,  and  even  sun- 
pose  the  average  of  the  three  last  years  at  double 
that  amount,  it  would  only  be  $360,000 ;  whilst 
gentlemen  have  been  treating  this  question  as  if 
they  had  been  from  year  to  year  granting  indul- 
gence for  several  millions  of  dollars,  and  as  though 
tlie  several  laws  which  have  been  passed  have  ap- 
plied to  the  same  purchasers;  when, in  fact^  all 
the  land  purchased  prior  to  the  year  1813,  has  el- 
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ther  been  paid  off  or  reverted  to  the  United  States, 
and  much  of  that  which  has  been  prevented  from 
forfeiture  by  the  laws  of  1818  and  1819,  has  also 
been  paid  off,  and  is  daily  paying  off. 

So  much,  sir,  for  this  vast  debt,  and  the  dangers 
which  are  apprehended  from  its  accumulation.  So 
much  has  been  said  on  the  subject  of  the  laws 
granting  indulgence,  that  I  will  bes  leave  to  ex- 
amine, very  briefly,  the  history  of  3ie  present  sys- 
tem, and  the  causes  which  led  to  the  passage  of 
ihose  laws,  and  see  whether  the  same  objection 
might  not  with  equal  propriety  apply  to  almost 
every  part  of  our  financial  system.  The  law  lay- 
ing the  foundation  of  the  present  system  of  dispos- 
ing of  the  public  lands,  was  passed  in  1800,  and, 
for  a  considerable  time,  no  lands,  except  those  in 
the  State  of  Ohio,  were  brought  into  market.  At 
this  time  the  currency  was  sound ;  we  were  not 
then  annoyed  by  banks  in  every  part  of  the  coun- 
try ;  every  kind  of  money  was  then  current,  and 
received  in  payment ;  commerce  was  then  brisk, 
and  payments  were  regularly  made.^  This  state  of 
things  continued  without  interruption  until  1808. 
wben  the  embargo  took  place ;  which  prostrated 
trade,  stopped  nearly  every  kind  of  business,  and 
produced  general  embarrassment ;  to  this,  in  1809. 
was  9dded  the  non-intercourse,  which  continuea 
with  little  interruption  until  the  declaration  of 
war  in  1812.  Sensible  of  the  influence  of  this 
state  of  things  on  those  who  were  indebted  to  the 
public^  Congress,  in  1808,  passed  a  law,  extending 
a  credit  on  a  certain  description  of  revenue  bonds, 
and  the  next  year  it  was  extended  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  embargo. 

Having  granted  this  fhvor  to  the  mercantile 
class  of  our  citizens,  I  presume  it  was  considered 
nothing  but  fair  to  extend  equal  indulgence  to  the 
purchasers  of  public  lands,  inasmuch  as  this  gene- 
ral embarrassment  grew  out  of  measures  which 
the  Government  considered  that  the  interest  and 
honor  of  the  nation  required  to  be  pursued.  Ac- 
cordingly in  March,  1809.  a  law  was  passed,  giving 
longer  time  to  the  purcnasers  of  public  lands  to 
complete  their  payments. 

In  1810  a  law  of  a  like  nature  was  passed :  but, 
in  1811,  no  such  law  passed,  and  all  tne  lands^  the 
payments  for  which  were  due  in  that  year,  were 
either  sold  or  reverted  to  the  United  States.  In 
1812  and  1813^  laws  similar  to  those  before  enacted 
'Were  passed,  with  this  exception,  that  those  who  had 
arailed  themselves  of  former  la  ws^  should  not  be  em- 
braced in  them.  The  same  provisions  were  made  in 
the  laws  which  passed  in  1814  and  1815.  In  April, 
1815,  a  law  was  passed  in  favor  of  the  purchasers 
in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  but  no  law  was  pass^ 
ill  favor  of  purcnasers  northwest  of  the  Ohio  until 
1818 ;  consequently  all  the  lands  on  which  the  pay- 
ments became  due  in  1816  and  1817  were  forfeit- 
ed. Since  which  time  laws  have  yearly  been 
passed,  applying  equally  to  all  parts  of  the  country. 

Prom  this  view  of  the  subject,  it  will  be  per- 
ceived that  the  debt  now  owing  is  not  of  that  Ions 
standing  which  some  gentlemen  have  supposed, 
and  that  the  failure  to  pay  has  not  arisen  out  of 
any  disposition,  on  the  part  of  the  purchasers,  to 
rely  on  the  indulgence  of  the  Government,  but  has 


been  in  consequence  of  the  situation  of  the  coun- 
try, produced  by  the  measures  of  the  GoTermnent 
It  cannot  have  escaped  your  recollection  that,  dur- 
ing the  war,  and  i;DQLmediatelv  after  its  tennioatioo, 
the  Crovernment  experienced  very  great  embariass- 
ment  in  its  fiscal  operations ;  that  the  credit  of  the 
Government  was  much  reduced  and  Treasury 
notes  were  at  a  great  discount.  In  this  state  of 
things,  and  with  a  view  to  remedy  the  Bril^  the 
Treasury  Department  submitted  propositions  to  all 
the  banks  in  the  Union,  as  well  those  which  had 
received  charters  of  incorporation  from  the  State 
governments,  as  those  established  without  author- 
ity. These  propositions  offered  to  the  hanks  that, 
in  case  they  would  agree  to  receive  and  re-issue 
Treasury  notes,  the  Government  would  receWc 
their  notes  in  payment  for  all  debts  due  to  thepuh- 
lic.  Thus  it  was,  that  a  credit  was  given  to  all 
the  banks  of  the  Union,  almost  equal  to  a  charter 
granted  by  this  Governnient.  In  this  state  of 
thin^  many  persons  became  the  purchasers  of 
public  lands,  not  doubting  but  that  the  notes  of 
State  banks  would  continue  to  be  received  in  pay- 
ment. The  banking  business  was  not  understood 
by  the  people  at  large,  and  but  few  persons  could  an- 
ticipate the  sudden  explosion  of  that  system,  which 
a  sudde^i  return  to  specie  payments  produeed.  The 
purchaser,  whose  hopes  ware  fbunaed  on  the  pros- 
pect of  paying  for  his  land  in  the  paper  of  State 
banks,  was  completelv  disappointed,  as  few  of  that 
description  of  notes  nare  been,  for  a  ^t  part  of 
the  time  since  the  resumption  of  specie  paTments, 
received.  Thus  situated,  it  has  been  found  impos- 
sible to  meet  the  payments  promptly,  as  they  be- 
came due. 

These  sir,  are  some  of  the  causes  which  hare 
operated  to  produce  the  present  state  of  the  debt 
owing  for  public  lands,  but  which,  I  humbly  con- 
ceive, ought  not  wholly  to  be  charged  to  the  im- 
perfections of  the  present  system.  It  has  arisen 
from  causes  which  cannot  operate  oa  future  pur- 
chases, and  which,  I  trust,  will  never  again  exist 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  well  satisfied  that  the  pie- 
sent  system  is  a  jgood  one,  and  that  the  feaia  enter- 
tained of  the  disastrous  consequences  are  by  to 
means  well  founded.  I  baTe  seen  oae  of  the  most 
important  States  in  this  Union  grow  up  suddenly 
from  the  wilderness,,  under  the  influence  of  tlus 
svstem ;  yet  I  cannot  but  feel  myself  impressed  by 
the  strong  prejudice  that  appears  to  prevail  agautf^ 
it.  I  am  well  aware  that  it  is  beUeved  that  the 
Western  people  have  enjoyed  peculiar  favors,  and 
that  great  speculations  have  been  made  at  the  pub- 
lic expense.  But  let  me  assure  you,  sir,  that  m 
is  not  the  case,  there  is  but  a  very  small  iDduc^ 
,  ment  to  speculation  in  public  lands ;  the  Goverfl- 
meijt  is  too  large  a  landnolder  for  any  one  to  come 
in  compeUtion  with  it.  Sir»  it  is  the  industry  oi 
the  Western  people  which  has  led  to  any  decree 
of  prosperity  which  they  may  be  supposed  to  ajjor 
lely  that  the  Western  people  shouifl 
as  wishing  to  live  by  the  bouay  o^ 
the  General  Government.  I  regret  that  the  dele- 
gation from  the  Atlantic  section  of  the  Uflwo  are 
so  much  opposed  to  the  present  land  lavs-,  ana  i 
is  this  opposition  which  induces  me  to  consent  to 


I  regret  extremely  that  the 
be  considered  '  '  * 
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the  change  proposed  in  Ihis  bill.  I  consider  it  of ' 
importance  that  all  jealousy  against  the  Western 
country  should  be  allayed;  and,  as  this  bill  pro- 
poses an  equivalent  for  the  credit  heretofore  mat- 
ed, I  may  come  to  a  determination  to  vote  Tor  it, 
and  hope  it  may  pass. 

Mr.  McLean,  of  Kentucky,  spoke  as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  was  not  my  intention  to  have 
detained  the  Committee  on  this  subject,  althoup;h 
an  important  one,  and  one  on  which  theprospenty 
of  the  Western  country  much  depends.  But,  as  fre- 
quent reference  has  been  made  to  the  mode  adopted 
by  the  Legislamre  of  Kentucky,  in  disposing  of 
her  vacant  lands,  and  the  consequences  growing 
out  of  that,  to  prove  the  propriety,  or  rather  the 
necessity,  of  passing  the  bill  on  your  table,  and  as 
I  TejArMeat  a  rart  of  ihat  section  of  the  fiNate  which 
has  been  settled  under  the  operation  of  the  Ken- 
tocky  tysfefli,  (as  tt  has  been  called,)  and  pre- 
sume I  am  08  well  aequainted  with  the  operation 
of  that  system  as  my  colleagues  who  have  animad- 
verted upon  itj  I  hope  I  shall  be  indulged  a  ieW 
moments  on  this  ijliportant  subject.  ^  Mr.  Chair- 
man, what  wns  that  sy^em  ?  Before  any  person 
was  permitted  to  locate  a  piece  of  vacant  land, 
he  wns  required  to  produce  aatislaclory  proof,  fo 
the  proper  aufhority,  that  he  was  an  actnal  and 
hmapk  settler  on  the  land  he  wished  to  enter.  If 
he  oflered  this  proof,  he  was  entitled  to  a  certif - 
cate  for  four  hundred  acres  of  land,  in  which  was 
particularly  described  the  land  he  was  settled  on ; 
and,  upon  his  paying  into  the  Treasury  at  the  rate 
of  twenty  cents  per  acre,  io  four  annual  instal- 
ments, he  was  entitled  to  a  patent  for  his  land, 
agreeably  to  his  survey  made  on  said  certificate. 

The  Legislature  of  Kentucky  appeared  to  be 
more  desirous  of  having  the  country  settled  than 
to  make  money  out  of  their  soil,  and  their  expec- 
tations were  rally  realized.  What  has  been  the 
effect  of  this  ayslem  1  Owing  to  the  inducements 
held  oat  to  all  elassess,  both  rich  and  poor,  by  the 
low  pirtce  of  the  land,  and  the  easy  terms  of  nay- 
meat,  togcAer  with  the  excellent  quality  or  the 
soil,  the  etmntry  settled  with  a  rapidity  unexam- 
pled. Farms  and  villages  sprung  up  tnroogh  the 
eonntry  as  if  by  magic,  and  a  portion  of  that  coun- 
try is  at  thb  time  in  as  high  a  state  of  cultivation 
as  any  part  of  the  State,  and  sends  to  foreign  mar- 
kets as  much  surplus  produce.  That  country 
which  in  ^96  was  a  wilderness,  entirely  frontier, 
in  which  there  was  scarcely  a  white  man,  in  1800 
was  entitled  to  one  member  on  this  floor;  in  1810 
to  three ;  and,  I  have  no  doubt,  at  the  next  a^ 
portionment  of  representation,  (unless  the  ratio  is 
raised,)  will  be  entitled  to  five. 

It  msLj  be  somewhat  surprising,  yet  it  is  never- 
theless true,  that,  although  me  land  was  sold  upon 
such  easy  terms,  thousands  of  persons  settled  on 
it  who  were  unable  to  comply  with  the  terms  of 
sale,  and  the  Legislature  has  been  compelled  to 
extend  her  parental  indulgence  to  them  from  year 
to  jear,  and  the  whole  of  the  debt  is  not  yet  extin- 
gntshed.  But,  sir,  has  the  State  been  injured  by 
this  lenity  ?  I  answer,  no ;  far  from  it.  She  has 
the  pleasing  reflection  of  having  increased  her 
popfalation  and  influence,  and  is  now  deriving 


wealth  from  the  labor  of  her  citizens,  who  are 
literally  sitting  under  their  own  vine  and  fig  tree, 
cultivating  their  own  land,  and,  by  their  industry, 
supporting  their  families.  I  am  personally  ac- 
quamted  with  many  persotis  who  were  unable  to 
nay  for  their  land  when  they  settled  on  it,  who, 
by  their  industry,  have  raiseu  the  means  to  pay 
for  it  out  of  the  land  itself,  and  are  now  indepencl- 
ent,  good  livers.  Under  the  operation  of  this  law, 
the  settler  became  a  tenant  to  the  State,  and,  by 
means  of  his  industry,  he  paid  for  his  land,  add 
reaped  the  reward  of  his  labor,  by  enjoying  the 
advantages  of  his  impovement ;  whereas,  if  this 
land  had  not  been  sold  upon  a  credit,  he  must  have 
become  a  tenant  to  an  overbearing  landlord,  and, 
after  making  a  farm,  and  valuable  improvements 
for  another,  he  would  be  com{>elled  to  leave  it,  and 
go  again  into  the  forest.  I  think  there  is  no  man 
who  will  say  the  system  adopted  by  the  &tate  of 
Kentucky  was  a  bau  one.  My  colleagues  who  are 
in  faYor  of  the  bill  on  your  taUe^  say,  that  the 
Oroen  river  debt  has  had  a  pemicioos  effect  on 
the  legislation  of  the  State.  1  must  confess  I  have 
never  witnessed  it,  or  been  under  its  influence; 
and  I  am  satisfied  neither  of  my  honorable  col- 
leagues will  be  willing  to  acknowledge  that  it  has 
caused  either  of  them  to  do  that  Ivhich  they  be- 
lieved to  be  wronff.  Neither  am  I  willing  to  ad- 
mit that,  if  this  bill  should  not  be  passed,  and  the 
old  system  shotdd  be  adhered  to,  that  it  ever  will 
hate  an  undue  influence  on  the  members  of  this 
House. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  believe  the  interest  of  this  nation 
will  be  promoted  by  disjiosing  of  the  public  lands 
in  such  a  way  as  to  put  it  in  the  power  of  erery 
man,  both  rich  and  poor,  who  wishes  to  cultivate 
the  soil,  to  obtain  a  part  of  it.  If  you  take  care  of 
the  poor,  and  enable  them  to  procure  lands,  there 
is  no  danger  of  the  rich ;  they  can  and  will  take 
care  of  themselyes.  Our  Gk)vemment  rests  upon 
the  intelligence,  independence,  and  equality  of  its 
citizens.  All  measures  which  are  calculated  to 
keep  your  citizens  on  an  equality,  not  only  as  to 
personal  rights,  but  as  to  property^  tend  to  sujmort 
and  preservejrour  republican  institutions;  ana  all 
measures  wKich  are  calculated  to  make  the  rich 
richer,  and  the  poor  poorer,  tend  directly  to  aristo- 
cracy. In  vain  do  you  say,  when  a  portion  of 
your  citizens  are  rich,  and  a  part  of  them  poor, 
and  dependent  on  the  rich,  that  they  are  all  upon 
an  equality. 

I  hope  I  shall  not  be  understood  to  say,  that  the 
Government  ouj^ht  to  deprive  a  man  of  that  which 
he  has,  to  give  it  to  the  poor;  but  I  do  say,  that 
the  Government  ought  to  adopt  no  measure  which 
is  calculated  to  benefit  the  wealthy  part  of  the 
community  alone,  which  I  conceive  the  bill  on 
your  table  will — ^because  it  will  readily  be  perceiv- 
ed that  no  man^  under  the  operation  of  tnis  law, 
can  procure  a  title  to  any  of  your  lands,  unless  he 
can  advance  one  hunared  dollars.  Uentlemen 
are  not  aware  of  the  many  difficulties  which  at- 
tend moving  to,  and  settling  a  new  country.  The 
expense  of  travelling  is  considerable;  and  a  whole 
year's  provisions  has  to  be  laid  in,  and  generally 
at  a  high  pribe ;  when  this  ia  done,  the  poor  man^ 
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funds  are  exhausted,  and  he  has  nothing  left  to 
purchase  even  a  half  of  a  quarter  section  of  land, 
what  must  he  do?  He  must  not  only  labor  to 
Support  his  fa  mil  V,  }ml  labor  to  pay  his  landlord 
for  the  use  of  his  land.  Gentlemen  need  not  tell 
me  that  any  man  who  ought  to  own  land  can 
raise  100  dolUrs.  If  they  were  in  a  situation  to 
tee  many  individuals  who  move  to  the  Western 
country,  they  would  change  their  opinion.  Do  we 
not  know  toa't  many,  very  many,  youpg  persons 
unite  together  in  marriage,  who  are  not  able  to 
'pi|rcbase  the  necessary  articles  for  housekeeping 
ftnd  have  100  dollars  in  cash  left  to  purchase  a 
iract  of  land  7  In  vain  you  tell  me  that  this  cash 
jtystemis  not  for  the  benefit  of  the  man  who  has 
cash^  and  to  the  prejudice  of  the  poor  mgn  who 
}iasUnot. 

'  '  iurentlemen  do  not  reason  fairly  when  they  at- 
|£mpt  to  prove,  that  it' is  better  to  purchase  land 
fit  onedollar  and  twenty-fiye  cents  per  acre  for  cash, 
^n  two  dollars  upon  credit.'  If  the  present  price 
is  too  high,  reduce  it  to  the  price^  proposed,  and 
ih^n  tell  me  whether  it  is  not  easier  to  purchase 
land  upon  the  present  credit  than  by  paying  the 
whole  down,  and  whether  it  will  not  enaole  many 
MTsons  to  purchisjB  land  w^o  yrUl  not  be  able  to 
do  so  if  this  biU  jmsses. 

lylr.  Chairman,  if  the  ^endment  which  I  had 
the  honor  tpofier  (which  was  to  permit  the  per- 
■on  who  i^  settled,  or  should  settle  on  the  land  to 

g*  ater  one  quarter  section  on  a  credit,  as  heretofore) 
ad  prevailed,  I  would  have  no  objection  to  the  pas- 
sage of  t)iis  hilli  fis  it  would  have  encouraged  the 
i^tt)ement  of  the  country^  and'  put  a  stop  to  that 
aystem  of  speculation  which  has  and  will  prevail 
to  such  an  injurious  extent.  Ypur  best  land  is  gen- 
erally purchased  by  itpef  ulators  who  have  money, 
not  with  ^  view  ot  cultivating  it  themselves,  but 
to  keep  it  until  the  settlement  of  the  country  en- 
hapces  the  valu^  ^n4  then  sell  it  to  sopae  person 
fit  an  adyanced  price.  Companies  are  fofmed  in 
Tarious  parts  of  t)ie  U^ign.  whoseni)  their  agents 
io  the  Western  couiitry,  wno  enter  )|vhole  town- 
ships merely  with  a  view  of  spequlation ;  and 
thereby  the  land  is  taken  out  of  the  market  until 
the  price  shall  advance  and  Afi  settlement  of  the 
country  retarded. 

Butj  l^r.  Chairman,  I  have  little  hopes  that  this 
biU  will  either  be  amended  or  be  prevented  from 
passing.  My  colleagues  hare  advanced  an  argu-^ 
xnent  which  I  believe  to  be  entirely  without  fbunda- 
t^n,  yet,  being  urged  by  gentlemen  from  the  West, 
It  will  have  w^iffht  with  meinbers  of  the  Hoii^j 
iif,  spite  of  any  thing  which  can  be  said  against  it: 
i  m^n  the  argument,  t)iat,  if  this  credit  system  is 
permitted  to  go  on,  the  people  of  ^he  West  will 
loaff  their  afiection  for  the  (iovernment/  and  ^it 
Qovernment  will  finally  lose  the  money,  and  the 
Jaad  too.  If^  indeed,  there  appeared  to  be  a  spirit 
rising  in  the  Wes^  inimical  to  this  iGrovernmeht,  it 
would  have  been  more  agreeable  to  me  for  it  t() 
have  been  announced  by  member^  from  other  sec- 
tions of  this  Union  tbap  from  the  West.  But,  I 
wiU  ask,  where  is  the  evidence  of  disafiectiosi  to- 
wards the  Government  in  the  Western  country  t 
ty  hen  has  the  ipoyemment  called  pn  thisf  people^ 


either  for  money  or  men,  and  caUed  in  vaini  I 
think  it  would  be  difllcim  for  any  person  to  point 
but  the  instance.  I  am  sure  it  was  not  in  the  last 
war.  We  then  paid  our  taxes  cheerfully,  and,  at  the 
beat  of  the  drum,  the  whole  country  was  ready  to 
rally  around  the  standard  of  their  country.  Sir, 
as  it  was  not  my  intention  to  have  addressed  you 
on  this  subject,  and  as  the  merits,  oi  rather  de- 
merits, of  this  bill,  have  been  so  ably  pointed  out 
hy  the  honorable  Speaker,  I  will  detain  you  no 
ionjg^er ;  but  express  a  hope  that  the  bill  will  be 
either  amended  or  reiected  by  the  House. 

^fter  the  bill  had  Been  reported  by  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  a  variety  of  propositions  were 
made  to  amend  it,  among  which  were  the  follow- 
ing. 

The  question  was  taken,  by  yeas  ^Di  nays,  on 
concurring  with  tlie  Committee  of  the  Whole  in 
refusipg  to  strike  out  the  second^  third,  Umthf  fifth, 
and  sixth  sections  of  the  bilL  being  that  part  of  the 
bill  which  requires  the  whole  paymen^  on  the 
purchase  of  a  tract  of  Und,  to  be  paid  in  cash ; 
and  the  result  was  as  follows : 


Ybas— Mevrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Aknndcr,  AUen  of 
Msssacbosotts,  AUoa  of  Now  York,  AadoiMBiArcbor 
of  Morylsnd,  Archor  of  Vintnia,  Bsker,  BsU^, 
Qtrbour,  BpitemaD,  Bayly,  Bo^dior,  Boden.  Bnuhi 
jBortoD,  Butler  of  New  Hampphiro,  CampbeU,  Cue, 
CUgett,  Clark,  Cocko,  Crafts,  Crawford,  Cnlbretb, 
Cushman,  Catbbert,  Darlington,  DavidaoD,  DeaoiMO, 
Dickinson,  Dowsa.  Eddy,  Gdwards  of  Connecticttt, 
Edwards  of  rennsylvanis,  Edwards  of  North  Ctrolini, 
Ervin,  Fay,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Folger,  Foot,  Forrest,  Ful- 
ler, Fullerton,  Garnett,  Gross  of  New  York,  Grou  of 
Pennsylvania,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  Deltwirc, 
Hatl  of  North  Carolina,  Hardin,  Hemphill,  Herrick, 
Hibshman,  Heister,  HitI,  Holmes,  Hooks,  I^oatetter, 
Jones  of  VirginiB,  Kent,  Kinsey,  Kinsley,  Little,  Linn, 
Livermore,  Lowndes,  Lyman,  Maclay,  McCoy.  Mc- 
Lane  of  Delaware,  Maltary,  Msrcband,  Mtson,  Meigs, 
Mereer,  R.  Mooror^.  Moore,  Mod«11,  Morton,  Mamy, 
Ne^te,  Nelfoo  df  Massachatetta,  Newton,  Overttreet, 
Parker  of  MaMaohosetts,  Parker  ot  Viigioia,  Psttewn, 
Phihou,  Piackney,  PiodaU,  Plumcr,  Baokia,  BMd, 
Rhea.  Rich,  Richards,  Richmond,  Riagfold,  RobcitMs, 
Rogers,  Rpeif,  Rus^SampeoUy  Seigaant,  Settle,  Shfw, 
6ilsl)ee,  Sim  kins,  Sloan,  filno\|mb,  H^i  A  of  Mf  ryiaad. 
B.  Smith  of  Viiginia.  SffiitFofNorth  Caiotina,  Soath- 
ard,  Storrs,  Street,  Strong  of  Vormoot,  Strong  o(  New 
York,  Swearingen,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Terrell,  Toropkin*, 
Tracy,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Van  (teotfe- 
laer,  Wcndover,  Whitmsn,  Williams  of  Virginia,  Wil* 
lisms  of  North  Carolina  and  Wood — 125.' 

Nays — Messrs.  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Ball,  Brovo, 
Bryain,  Burwell,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Cannon,.C9oK 
Crowell,  Ford,  Hendricks,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Mc- 
Creary,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Metcalf,  Nelson  ofVir- 
ginia,  Stevens,  Trimble,  and  Tucker  of  Viigtnia^lS. 

Mr.  Hendricks  thea  mored  to  amend  tlte  bill 
by  adding  to  the  fourth  section  the  fpllowiog  pro- 
viso: 

'•  Andprmidtd,  further.  That  the  actoal  settler  of 
the  soil  ahall  be  entitled  to  the  privilege  of  mikiog 
payment  fur  his  land,  if  the  same  shall  not  excee«i  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres,  in  instalmenta^  agrcctbiy  to 
the  present  credit  »yfftem,  as  to  time  of  pajneot,  tod 
forfeiture ;  which  setUement  fhall  k^  aacarl^u^^  sod 
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determined  agreeably  to  scieh  rales  and  regoladoni  as 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  prescribe." 

And,  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  McLean,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  amend 
tiie  bill  by  inserting  after  the  word  oMce^  where  it 
occurs  for  the  last  time  in  the  second  section,  the 
following  words : 

*'  Unless  he  shall  produce  satisfactory  proof  to  the 
register  of  the  public  hinds  that  he  is  an  aetaal  and 
bona  fide  aeltler,  with  his  family,  on  the  lands  proposed 
to  be  entered ;  and  shall,  also,  make  oath,  that  he  has 
not  preriooalj  entered  any  other  lands  belonging  to 
the  United  States  ;  then  the  said  person  shall  be  en- 
titled to  enter  one  quarter  section,  including  bis  said 
settlement^  upon  credit,  aa  heretofore." 

And,  the  question  being  taken  thereon',  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative. 

*  Mr.  Cook  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking 
out  the  second  section,  and,  in  lieu  thereof,  to  in- 
sert the  foUowiDg : 

<*Sxc.2.  And  be  ii  further  enaciedy  That,  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  July  next,  credit  shall  not  be 
allowed  for  the  porchlse  money  on  the  sale  of  any  of 
the  pnbtic  lands  sold  at  public  sale,  bat  every  pur- 
chaser of  land,  which  may  be  sold  thereailsr  at  public 
sale,  shall,  on  the  day  of  purchase,  make  complete 
peyment  tbereftir ;  and  if  any  person,  being  the  highest 
bidder  at  public  sale,  for  a  tract  of  land,  shall  fafl  to 
make  payment  therefor  on  the  day  on  which  the  same 
vras  purchased,  the  tract  shall  be  again  offered  at 
public  sale,  on  the  neit  day  of  sale,  and  such  person 
shall  not  be  capable  of  becoming  the  purchaser  of  that 
or  any  other  tract  of  land  at  such  pablic  sales.  And 
from  and  after  tbe  period  aforesaid,  whenever  the  pur- 
chaser of  any  of  the  public  land,  at  private  sate,  shall, 
at  the  time  of  making  such  purchase,  make  complete 
payment  therefor,  the  price  shall  be  one  dollar  and 
twenty-five  cents  per  acre :  Prooided^  however.  That 
this  ptoviaion  akall  not  be  so  construed  a^  to  prevent 
tha  porc&aae  upon  credit,  as  heretoforel  sit  private 
sale." 

And|  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr,  Scott  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  insert- 
iiur  therein  two  new  sections,  to  come  in  as  the 
fifth  and  sixth  sections  thereof,  to  vrit: 

*Sic.  6.  Bt  it  ehdttedi  ^.,  That  every  persoii, 
or  the  legal  representatives  of  eve/y  p)»rsdn,  who  hai 
actnaUy  inhabitedf  and  cultivated,  and  Who  now  re* 
sides  open  any  tract  of  land  lying  iof  any  district 
established  for  the  sale  of  public  lands^  whidi  tract  is 
not  rightfiiiry  claimed  by  any  other  person,  such  per* 
son,  so  residing  as  aforesaid,  or  his  legal  representa- 
tives, shall  be  entitled  to  a  preference  in  becoming  tha 
purchaser  from  the  United  States  of  such  tract  of 
land,  at  private  sale,  upon  the  same  terms  and  condi- 
tions, in  every  reapect,  as  have  heretofore  been  pro- 
vided by  law  for  the  sale  of  other  lands  sold  at  private 
sale :  Provided,  That  no  more  than  one  quarter  sec- 
tion of  lands  shall  be  sold  to  any  one  individual  in 
virtue  of  this  act,  and  the  same  section  shall  be  bounded 
by  the  sectional  and  divifdonsf  lines  run,  ol*  to  be  run, 
according  to  laVr:  Provided,  alto,  That  no  landr  re- 
served fi«m "sAle  by  former  aeti,  ot  lands  which  have 


been  directed  to  be  sold  in  town  lots,  shall  be  sold  un- 
der this  act. 

«8bc.  6.  Be  it  furth^  enacted.  That  every  per^n 
claiming  a  preference  in  becoming  the  purchaser  of  a 
tract  of  land  in  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  make  known 
his  claim  by  delivering  a  notice,  in  writing,  to  the 
register  of  the  land  office  for  the  district  in  which  the 
land  may  be,  wherein  he  shall  particularly  designate 
the  quarter  section  he  claims ;  which  notice  the  register 
shall  file  in  his  office,  on  receiving  twenty.five  cents 
from  the  person  delivering  the  same.  And,  in  every 
case  where  it  shall  appear  to  the  satisfaction  of  the^ 
register  and  receivers  of  public  moneys  of  the  Ian4! 
office  that  an^  person,  who  has  delivered  his  notice  of 
claim,  is  entitled,  according  to  the  provisions  of  this^ 
act,  to  a  preference  in  becoming  the  purchaser  of  a 
quarter  section  of  land,  such  person,  so  entitled,  shall 
have  a  right  to  enter  the  said  quarter  section,  or  half 
thereof,  with  the  register  of  the  land  office,  on  pro- 
ducing bis  receipt  from  the  receiver  of  public  moneys 
for  at  least  one*twentieth  part  of  the  purchase  money, 
as  in  case  of  other  lands  sold  at  private  sale :  Pror 
vided,  That  all  lands  to  be  sold  under  this  act,  whfeh 
shall  not  have  been  previously  eipoeed  to  public  sale, 
ahall  be  entered  with  the  regiater  at  least  two  weeks 
before  the  time  which  may  be  appointed  for  the  com* 
mencement  of  the  public  sale  thereof.  And  every 
person,  having  a  right  of  preference  in  becoming  the 
purchaser  of  a  tract  of  land,  who  shall  foil  to  make 
his  entry  with  the  register  within  the  time  prescribed, 
his  right  shall  be  forfeited,  and  the  land  by  him  claimed 
shall  be  offered  at  public  sale  with  the  other  public 
lands  in  the  district  to  which  it  belongs." 

And,  the  question  being  taken  to  agree  to  ameiid 
the  bill  by  inserting  these  sections,  it  was  dette- 
miped  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  CroWell  then  moved  to  add  to  the  bill  the 
following  section : 

**  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  where  any  per* 
son  has  heretofore  purchased  more  than  one  quarter 
section  of  land,  or  more  than  one'  fractional  quarter 
section,  and  has  not  made'  complete  payment  there- 
for, such  person  shall  be  permitted  to  surrender  to  the 
register  of  the  land  office  of  the  district  in  which  sucli 
purchase  or  purchases  have  been  made,  any  of  the 
quarter  sections,  or  fractional  quarter  sections,  which 
he  or  she  may  have  purchased ;  and  the  sum  or  sums 
which  such  person  may  have  paid  upon  the  land  so 
surrendered,  shall  be  carried  to  his  or  her  credit  upon 
those  quarter  sections,  or  frat;tiona1  quarter  sections,' 
vrhlch  be  or  she  may  choose  16  retain  $  and  the  land 
so  suHendered  shall  ba  considered  as  reverted  te  the 
United  Btates,  attd  shall  ba  disposed  ot,  in  all  respeds 
whstever,  like  other  reveiftadf  or  forfeited  lands." 

And^  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  witf 
determmed  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  BuTLEiR,  of  Louisiana,  moVed  that  the  bill 
be  amended  by  adding  thereto  the  following  sec- 
tion: 

**And  be  it  /urlher  enaetid,  Thatth^  ptovisibns 
of  this  act  shall  not  e intend  to  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
but  the  public  tandr  within  that  State  shall  .be  ifili- 
posed  of  according  td  the  laws  now  in  force." 

And,  the  quMion  being  takto  thefeon",  it  w^ 
determined  in  the  tftoitive. 

And  the  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read'a  third 
time  i6-itt<yrrOW.  wirhottt  amtodmehf,  tM  the 
Hduse  adjdityhW.  ~       
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Thursdat,  April  20. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Marylaad.  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  wnteh  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  '*An  aet  to  provide 
for  the  expense  of  surveying  certain  parts  of  the 
coast  of  North  Carolina,  and  fbr  other  purposes," 
reported  the  same  without  amendment;  and  it 
was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Senate's  bill  aur 
thprizing  the  designation  of  the  boundary  between 
the  States  of  Inj£ana  and  Illinois,  reported  the 
same  without  amei^ilment,  and  then  moved  that 
the  same  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  Cook,  with  a  viewio  aeting  indefioilely  go 
the  bill,  moved  to  lay  the saioie  on  the  table;  but 
the  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  HfiMDRiCKsthea  opposed  the  indefinite  post- 
ponement of  tl^  biM,  an4  Mr.  AmnaeoN  advo- 
cated it ;  when, 

On  motion  of  Blir.  Woodbridgb,  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  establish 
la^d  offices  in  the  State  of  Ala^bama,  reported  the 
same  with  amendments,  embracing  the  establish- 
ment of  a  land  office  in  Indiana :  and  the  bill  and 
amendments  were  referred  to  a  Cooynittee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Brush,  from  the  Committee  on  the  £zpen- 
ditares  in  the  War  Department,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  subject  of  the  loan  of  guopowder,  by  the 
officers  of  the  War  Department,  to  StuU  and  Wil- 
liams, made  report  thereon ;  which  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  fallowing 
titles,  to  wit :  '^An  act  to  provide  relief  for  sick 
and  disabled  seamen,"  and  '*An  act  granting  to 
the  State  of  Ohio  the  rieht  of  pe-emption  to  cer- 
tain quarter  sections  of  land ;"  in  which  bills  they 
ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  bill  for  regulating  the  manner  of  settling 
the  accounts  of  the  several  deputy  surveyors  in  the 
Missouri  and  Arkansas  Territories  passed  through 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whde  took  up  for  con- 
sideration the  several  bills  concerning  land  offices; 
and,  having  risen  and  made  report  thereon — 

The  amendment  to  the  bill  for  the  establishment 
of  additional  land  offices  in  the  State  of  Illinois, 
was  read ;  and. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cook^  the  bill  was  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Amendments  reported  to  the  bill  to  designate 
the  boundaries  of  districts  and  establisih  land  offices 
for  the  disposal  of  the  public  lands  not  heretofore 
offered  for  sale  in  the  States  of  •Alabama  and 
Indiana,  were  read,  and  part  concurred  in  and 
IMtrt  disagreed  to  by  the  House;  and  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  reiid  a  third  time  to* 
morrow. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  to  establish  addi- 
tional land  offices  in  the  State  of  Alajbama,"  was 


ordered  to  lie  oa  the  table,  the  provisions  of  it 
having  been  comprised  in  the  lull  aboFe  men- 
tioned to  establish  additional  land  offices  in  Illi- 


nois. 


Mr.  Brush  moved  that  the  House  do  now  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  the  resolution,  submit- 
ted by  him  on  the  23d  Februarjr  last,  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  ascertaining  tne  northern 
boundary  of  the  State  of  Ohio ;  which  modon  was 
rejected  by  the  House. 

Mr.  CoBR  moved  that  the  House  da  now  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  the  biM  from  tiie  Sen- 
ate, entitled  ''An  act  to  ineoipocatetheinbalMtaBtft 
of  the  City  of  Washington,  and  to  repeal  the  sev- 
eral acts  heretofore  pasnsd  for  Unt  purpose  f*  which 
motion  was  also  rejected  by  die  House. 

Bills  from  th^  Senate  of  the  following  tilies,  to 
wit:  ''An  act  to  provide  relief  for  sick  a^id  dsa- 
bled  seamen,"  and  "An  act  granting  to  the  State 
of  Ohio  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  certain  quarter^ 
sections  of  land>'^  were  severally  read  twice,  and 
referred-^the  first  to  the  Conunittee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  and  the  second  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Poblic  Lands. 

THE  MILITIA 

The  bin  to  provide  for^lothing  the  militia  wbea 
called  into  the  service  <yf  the  Unifed  Slates ;  the 
bill  to  establish  an  uniform  mode  of  dimpliae  and 
field  exercise  for  the  militia  of  the  United  States ; 
and  the  bill  firom  the  Senate  "to  provide  for  cloth- 
ing the  Army  of  the  United  States  in  domestic 
manufactures,"  passed  through  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  were  reported  to  the  House. 

The  first  of  these  bills  being  taken  up— 

Mr.  Merger  moved  to  amend  it  by  strikii&g  out 
that  part  of  the  first  section  which  provides  that 
the  militia,  who  may  hereafter  be  called  into  the 
service  of  the  United  State&  "shall,  in  addition  to 
the  pay  and  emoluments  neretofore  allowed  by 
law,  be  entitled  to  and  receive  the  value  of  a  full 
suit  of  clothing,  in  all  cases  where  they  shall  pet^ 
form  a  six  months'  tour  of  duty,  and  furnish  them- 
selves with  clothing  sufficient  for  said  term  of  ser- 
vice ;  and  in  all  cases  where  they  shall  be  called 
on  for  a  shorter  period,  or  shall  be  discharged  from 
the  service  before  the  expiration  of  the  time  for 
which  they  had  been  required,  they  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  receive  such  proportion  of  the  value  of  a 
suit  of  clothing  as  may  be  equal  to  the  lime  they 
may  have  been  in  service.;"  and,  ia  lieu  thereoi^  to 
insert  a  provision  that  any  one  who  takes  the  fi!eld 
for  a  tour  of  duty  of  not  less  than  six  naK>nths, 
shall,  in  addition  to  the  pav  and  oaolttments 
heretofore  allowed  by  law,  oe  entitled  to  and 
receive  each  a  fnH  suit  of  uniformi  including  t 
blanket,  dte. 

This  amendment  was,  together  with  the  btJi, 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  amendments  reported  by  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to  the  bill  to  establish  an  uniform  mode 
of  discipline  and  field  exercise  for  the  militia  wai 
taken  up ;  when, 

Mr.  Foot  moved  to  amend  the  hill  by  striking 
out  the  second  section,  which  provides  "  that  so 
much  of  the  act  of  Congress,  approved  the  8th  of 
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May,  1792,  as  approres  and  establishes  the  rules 
and  discipline  or  the  Baron  De  Steuben,  and  re- 
quires them  to  be  observed  by  the  militia  through- 
out the  United  States,  be,  and  the  same  is  herd)y, 
repealed.** 

This  motion  was  ne^tired,  and  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

PUBLIC  LAND& 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  for  changinjg  the  mode 
of  disposing  of  the  public  lands,  was  then  read  a 
third  time;  and  on  the  question,  ^'Shall  the  bill 
pass?"  the  vote  was — For  the  passage  of  the  bill 
133,  against  it  23,  as  follows : 

Ybab — Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Aleztnder,  Allen  of 
MtsaachuMtts,  Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Baker, 
Baldwin,  Barbour,  Bateman,  Bayly,  Beecber,  Boden, 
Brash,  Boflfiim,  Campbell,  Case,  Claggett,  Clark, 
Cobb,  Crafts,  Crawford,  Cnlbreth,  Cnshman,  Cnth- 
bert,  Darlington,  Davidson,  Dennison,  Dewitt,  Dickin- 
son, Dowse,  Eftrle,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut, 
Edwsrds  of  Pennsylvmnta,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina, 
Fay,  Fishar,  Floyd,  Folger,  Foot,  Forrest,  Fuller,  Ful- 
Icrton,  Garnett,  Gross  of  New  York,  Gross  of  Penn* 
lylyania.  Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  Dolaware,  Hall  of 
North  Carolina*  Hardin.  Haaard,  HompluU,  Harrick, 
Hibahman,  HicaUr,  Hill,  HolmM,  Hooks,  Hostetter, 
Kendall,  Kinsej,  Little,  Lion,  Ltvermore,  Lyman, 
McCoy,  McLana  of  Delaware,  Mallary,  ^archand, 
Mason,  Meecht  Jdeigs,  Mercer,  R.  Moore,  8.  Mopre, 
MoDeil,  Morton,  Moseley,  Murray,  Neale,  Nebon  of 
Maasschosetts,  Kewton,  Overslreet,  Parker  of  Massa- 
chuietts,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Patterson,  Phelps,  Pbil- 
aon,  PJDckney,  Pindail,  Pitcher,  Plumer,  Rankin,  Reed, 
Rhea,  Rich,  RicbarJa,  Richmond,  Robertson,  Rogers, 
Ross,  Rass,  Sampson,  Bawyer,  Sergeant,  Settle,  Shaw, 
Silibee,  $imkins,  Sloan,  Slocamb,  Smith  of  New  Jer- 
sey, Smith  of  Maryland,  B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Smith 
of  North  Caialins,  Southard,  Storrs,  Strong  of  New 
York,  Swenringen,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Tomlinson,  Tomp- 
kins, Tracy,  Taeker  of  Sooth  Carolina,  Tyler,  Van 
Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Wendover,  Williams  of  Virginia, 
Williams  of  North  Carolina,  and  Wood. 

Nats — Ueasrs.  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Bail,  Bloom- 
field,  Brown,  Bryan,  Barwell,  Bntler  of  Loaisiana, 
Cannon,  Cook,  Crowell,  Culpeper,  Ford,  Hackley, 
Hendricks,  iohason,  Jones  of  Tenneaaee,  McCreary, 
McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mctcalf,  Stevens,  Trimble, 
Tucker  of  Virginia,  and  Walker. 

CLOTHING  FOR  THE  ARMY. 

The  Senate's  bill  to  provide  for  clothing  the 
Army  of  the  United  States  in  domestic  qaanufac- 
tures  was  taken  up. 

UnsQcees5fttl  motions  were  made  to  lay  it  on 
the  tablej  and  postpone  it  to  the  first  day  of  May. 

Amonfl^  other  motions  to  amend  the  bill  was  one 
by  Mr.  Holmes,  to  strike  out  the  proviso,  that  the 
domestic  goods  can  be  procured  at  the  same  prices 
as  goods  of  the  same  kind  and  quality  of  foreign 
manufacture. 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  considerable  debate^ 
and  was  at  length  decided  by  yeas  and  nays — 85 
to  73,  as  follows : 

YsAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Massachusetts, 
Allen  of  New  York,  Baker,  Baldwin,  Beecher,  Boden, 
Brown,  Brush,  Campbell,  Case,  Clark,  Cook,  Cash- 
nan,  Darlington,  Dennison,  Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Eddy, 


Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania, 
Ervin,  Fay,  Folger,  Foot,  Forrest,  Gross  of  New 
York,  Grois  of  Pennsyivanis,  Hall  of  New  York, 
Hall  of  Delaware,  Hasard,  Hemphill,  Hendricks, 
Herrick,  Hibshman,  Heister,  Hill,  Holmes,  Hostetter, 
Kendall,  Kinsey,  Kinsley,  Lyman,  Maclay,  McLane 
of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Marchand,  Ma- 
son, R.  Moore,  8.  Moore,  Monell,  Morton,  Murray, 
Newton,  Parker  of  Massachusetts,  Parker  of  Virginia, 
Phelps,  Philion,  Pitcher,  Rich,  Richmond,  Rogers, 
Ross,  Russ,  Sampson,  8awyer,  Sergeant,  Shaw,  Sils- 
bee,  Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Southard,  Stetens, 
Storrs,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Strong  of  New  YoA, 
Tarr,  Taylor,  Tomlinson,  Tompkins,  Trimble,  Van 
Rensselaer,  Wallace,  WendoTer,  and  Wood. 

Nats — Messrs,  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Ten- 
nessee, Anderson,  Archer  of  Maiyland,  Archer  of 
Virginia,  Ball,  Barbour,  Bateman,  Bayly,  Bloomfield, 
Bryan,  Baffom,  Burton,  Burwell,  Butler  of  New 
Hampshire,  Cannon,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Crafts,  Crswford, 
(yulbreth,  Culpeper,  Cathbcrt,  Davidson,  Earle,  Ed- 
wards of  North  Carolina,  Fisher,  Floyd,  FuUerton, 
Garnett,  Hardin,  Hooks,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginia, 
Jones  of  Tenn.,  Kent,  Little,  Livermore,  Lowndes, 
McCoy,  McCreary,  Maeoh,  Meroer,  Neale,  Nelson  of 
Massachuaelta,NfiIson  of  Virginia,  Overstreet,  Pinck- 
ney,  PindaU,  Plumer,  Rankin,  Reed,  Rhea,  Richards, 
Ringgold,  Settle,  Simkiips,  Slocumb,  Smith  of  Mary- 
land, B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North  Caro« 
Una,  Sipearingen,  Tracy,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tuckar 
of  South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Walker,  Warfield,  Wbii- 
man,  Williams  of  Virginia,  Williams  of  North  Car- 
olina. 

Mr.  Flotd  then,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  what 
premium  was  to  oe  paid  for  goods  of  domestic 
manufacture,  beyond  the  price  at  which  articles 
of  the  same  quality  of  foreign  fabric  could  be 
purchased,  moved  to  insert  in  the  bill  a  provi^, 
that  no  contract  should  be  made  for  good^,  nor 
any  goods  purchased  for  the  clothing  of  the  Army, 
at  a  price  more  than  ten  per  cent,  above  that  at 
which  articles  of  the  same  quality  imported  from 
a  foreign  country  could  be  purchased. 

Mr.  KiNSBY  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  insert* 
ing  "  five"  per  cent,  instead  of  '^  ten"  per  cent 

Mr.  Flotd  accepted  the  amendment  as  a  modi- 
fication of  his  own  motion. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Floyd's  motion  was  then 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  in  the  affirm- 
ative— 82  to  78,  as  follows : 

Ykas — Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Alexander,  Allen  of 
Tennessee,  Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of 
Virginia,  Ball,  Barbour,  Bateman,  Bryan,  Burton^ 
Burwell,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Butler  of  Loa- 
isiana, Cannon,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Crafts,  Crawford,  Cul* 
peper,  Cuahman,  Cutbbert,  Deoniaon,  Earle,  Ed- 
wards of  North  Carolina,  Ervin,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Foot, 
FuUerton,  Gsrnett,  Hall  of  Delaware,  Hardin,  John- 
son, Jones  of  Virginia,  Jones  of  Tenne»see,  Kendall, 
Kent,  Kinsey,  Kinsley,  Litile,  Linn,  Lowndes,  Mc- 
Coy, McCreary,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mallary, 
Meecb,  Mercer,  Monell,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Massachu- 
setts, Nelson  of  Virginia,  Overstreet,  Parker  of  Mas- 
sachusetts,  Parker  of  Virginis,  Pinckney,  Pindail, 
Plumer,  Rankin,  Reed,  Richards,  Ringgold,  Settle, 
Shaw,  Simkins,  filocurab,  Smith  of  Maryland,  B.  Smith 
of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Bwearingen, 
Tarr,  Tracy,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South 
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Cwolina,  Tyler.  Walker,   Warfield,  Whitman,  Wil 
liams  of  Virginia,  and  Williams  of  North  Carolina. 

Nats — Mesars.  Allen  of  Maaaachusette,  Allen  o£ 
New  York,  Baker,  Baldwin,  Beecher,  Bloomfield,  Bo- 
den,  Brown,  Brush,  Bufium,  Campbell,  Caae,  Clark, 
Cuibreth,  Darlington,  Dewitt,  Dickinaon,  Eddy,  Ed- 
wards of  Conneclicut,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Fay, 
Folger,  Forrest,  Gross  of  New  York,  Gross  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Hall  of  New  York,  Hazard,  Hemphill,  Hen- 
dricks, Herrick,  Hibshman,  Helster,  Hill,  Holmes, 
HoBtetter,  Lyman,  Maclay,  AfcLane  of  Delaware, 
Marchand,  Mason,  Meigs,  R.  Moore,  S.  Moore,  Mor- 
ton, Murray,  Patterson,  Phelps,  Pbilson,  Pitcher, 
Rhea,  Rich,  Richmond,  Rogers,  Ross,  Ross,  Sampson, 
Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  South- 
ard, Stevens,  Storrs,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Strong  of 
New  York,  Taylor.  Tomlinson,  Tompkins,  Trimble, 
Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Wendover,  and  Wood. 

The  amendments  were  then  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  North  Carolina,  moTed  that  the 
House  do  now  proceed  to  consider  the  resolution 
from  the  Senate,  "  proposing  an  amendment  to  the 
<  Constitution  of  the  United  States  as  it  respects  the 

*  choice  of  Electors  of  the  President  and  Vice  Pres- 

*  ident  of  the  United  States,  and  the  election  of 

*  Representatives  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 

*  States." 

Mr.  Smith  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  resolution  before  us  is  one 
of  more  than  ordinary  importance.  It  proposes 
nothing  less  than  to  amend  that  instrument  wnich, 
to  erery  American,  mast  be  considered  the  palla- 
dium of  his  liberty — the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States — and  a  part  of  it,  too,  which  the  citizen 
of  a  Republic  should  esteem  far  the  most  valuable 
and  important — I  mean  that  part  which  regulates 
the  elective  franchise. 

Sir,  I  am  aware  of  the  ground  on  which  I  stand. 
I  am  aware  of  the  magnitude  of  the  subject  before 
me.  That  the  people  of  these  States  have  for  this 
instrument  the  most  devoted  attachment  and  pro- 
found reverence,  must  be  obvious  to  the  most  su- 
perficial observer.  They  view  it  as  the  most  noble 
"vCork  of  their  ancestors,  and  every  attempt  that 
may-  be  made  to  alter  or  amend  it,  will  excite  dis- 
trust and  jealousy. 

But,  sir,  every  da^^'s  experience  teaches  us  the 
fcailty  and  imperfection  ot  all  human  productions. 
When  we  take  a  retrospective  view  of  the  works 
of  roan,  we  cannot  deny  the  vast  improvements 
that  have  been  made  in  science,  in  the  mechanics, 
and  in  everjr  department  of  human  industry.  We 
look  back  with  astonishment  at  the  vague  and  vis- 
ionary theories  that  were,  in  their  day,  considered 
the  most  happy  efforts  of  human  geniusl  Although 
I  believe  that  this  Constitution  sur^sses  ail  other 
constitutions,  as  far  as  the  sun  does  m  s()lendor  the 
smallest  star  in  the  heavens,  yet  I  am  compelled 
to  believe  that  it  is  capable  of  amendment  I  am 
not  one  of  those  that  oelieve  that  our  fathers  had 
more  virtue  and  talents  than  the  present  genera- 
tion, I  admire  the  political  sa^city*  of  the  wise 
iQen  who  framed  the  Coni^titution  of  the  United 
States ;  and  if  there  is  any  thing  about  it  that  ex- 


cites surprise,  it  is,  that  the  work  should  have  been 
at  that  day  made  as  perfect  as  it  is.  When  we 
view  that  thing  called  a  great  man  at  a  dis^ 
tance  he  appears  to  us  as  a  giant,  but  as  yoo  ap- 
proach him.  you  find  him  dwindle  down  to  a  pig- 
my ;  like  the  distant  horizon,  he  appears  above 
us,  although  we  may  occupy  a  point  much  more 
elevated  than  the  one  to  which  our  eyes  are  di- 
rected. 

In  reconcilmg  the  various  and  conflicting  inter- 
ests of  thirteen  States,  dissimilar  in  dimate,  popu- 
lation, and  extent  of  territory,  the  conventionalists 
had  a  difficult  task  to  perform;  and,  being  them- 
selves conscious  that  the  instrument  would  require 
ainendment,  they  provided  a  way  by  which  it 
might  be  amended  in  part,  without  submitting  the 
whole  to  the  discretion  of  a  convention. 

if  the  proposition  before  you  proposed  the  adop- 
tion of  a  new  principle,  I  should  be  ready  to  shrink 
from  so  pernicious  and  dangerous  an  undertaking. 
But  such  is  not  the  fact,  ft  only  goes  to  regulate 
established  principles,  and  to  place  them  upon  a 
ground  more  congenial  with  the  true  spirit  and  ge- 
nius of  a  r^ublican  government. 

Nearly  aft  the  States  in  the  Union  haTe  exer- 
cised the  privilege  of  the  elective  franchise,  at  some 
one  period,  in  the  way  now  pointed  oat  in  the  res- 
olution on  your  table. 

This  amendment  proposes  that  each  State  shall 
be  laid  out  into  as  many  districts  as  such  a  State 
shall  be  entitled,  under  the  Constitution  and  laws 
of  the  United  States,  to  elect  Representatives  to 
Congress,  and  that  each  district  shall,  as  nearly  as 
can,  DC  composed  of  contiguous  territory,  and  the 
same  district  shaU  elect  one  Elector  to  vote  for 
President  of  the  United  States  and  for  Vice  Pres- 
ident. The  other  two  Electors  to  which  each  Stale 
shall  be  entitled^  shall  be  elected  by  the  States 
in  such  manner  as  the  Legislature  thereof  shall 
direct; 

I  am  aware  that  we  shall  be  told  that  this  Con- 
stitution does  not  require  any  amendment ;  that  it 
is  ^d  enoneh,  and  that  under  it  the  people  have 
enioyed,  to  the  fullest  extent,  their  liberty ;  that 
it  has  guided  us  through  peace  and  war  for  thirty- 
two  years  past ;  and  that,  under  it,  th^  nation  has 
grown  great  and  powerful.  This  is  true,  and  the 
reason  for  it  may  besought  and  found  in  the  peo- 
ple themselves.  Such  a  bravc^  high-minded,,  and 
virtuous  people,  ^unhackneyed  m  the  intrigues.and 
vices  of  foreign  countries  and  foreign  courts^  could 
have  gotten  on  almost  without  the  form  of  a  writ- 
ten constitution. 

And  it  is  true  that,  at  this  day,  when  all  is  calm 
and  tran(^uil  as  the  morning,  when  there  are  no 
parties  in  hostile  array  aaainst  each  other ;  that 
the  reasoninffs  that  would  in  other  days,  and  at 
other  times  of  party  rage  and  violence,  nave  had 

great  influence  and  effect  on  the  minds  of  men» 
ave  now  but  little  or  no  effect.  And  it  will  be 
contended,  no  doubt,  by  those  that  are  opposed  to 
any  amendment,  that  if  there  is  ever  a  necessity  of 
amending  this  instrument,  the  day  is  very  remote. 
Sir,  we  all  view  danger  at  a  great  distance  from 
us  with  perfect  indifference ;  but  the  mo&t  hardy 
amongst  us  begin  to  feel  its  effects  as  it  approaches 
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near  to  us.  Nothing  can  constitute  a  more  im- 
portant Quality  in  a  statesman  than  that  he  should 
have  political  sagacity  to  see  danger  threatening 
his  country  at  a  distance,  and  skill  to  provide  be- 
fore its  approach  the  means  of  averting  it.  If,  then, 
there  is  any  defect  to  be  found  in  this  instrument, 
why  should  we  not  apply  the  remedy  at  this  time  ? 
Do  gentlemen  expect  that  a  more  favorable  mo- 
ment crer  can  present  itself? 

As  before  hinted,  there  was  a  time  when  many 
of  the  States  in  this  Union  acted  on  the  plan  now 
proposed  from  their  own  sense  of  propriety.  But 
as  soon  as  parties  of  different  political  characters 
began  to  spring  up,  and  when  the  two  great  con- 
tending parties  that  have  for  some  years  past  agi- 
tated the  minds  of  the  people  so  much,  had  formed 
themselves  under  their  respective  leaders,  and  had 
put  themselves  in  hostile  array  against  each  other; 
and  when  the  contest  for  power  and  ascendency 
was  yet  doubtful,  each  party,  anxious  to  augment 
its  scope  of  influence,  lost  no  opportunity  to  make 
erery  thin^  yield  that  could  be  made  to  yield,  to 
their  ambitious  views.  When  it  was  ascertained 
that  one  party  had  a  few  hundred  votes  of  a  ma- 
jority in  a  State,  that  party  would  resort  to  that 
mode  of  electing  Electors  that  would  promise  most 
eJSectually  to  stifle  the  voice  of  the  minority,  and 
at  the  same  time  give  the  greatest  majority  in  fa- 
vor of  the  dominant  party.  No  other  considera- 
tions than  these  seemed  to  have  had  any  inflaence 
on  the  minds  of  the  respective  leaders  throughout 
that  arduous  struggle.  But  now,  when  things 
have  resumed  their  usual  channel,  and  when  the 
minds  of  men  are  lel\  free,  and  can  be  acted  upon 
by  reason  and  a  sense  of  justice  and  propriety,  why 
should  we  not  consider  coolly  and  dispassionately 
whether  this  amendment  might  not  with  safety  be 
made? 

In  changing  from  one  system  to  another,  for  the 
purposes  just  enumerated,  great  heat  and  confusion 
was  often  generated.  The  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
in  one  of  those  great  struggles,  came  very  near 
losing  her  entire  vote ;  the  Legislature  was  nearly 
equaUy  divided,  and  the  contest  doubtful :  in  that 
case  each  party  had  to  make  the  best  barnin  that 
they  cotdd.  Now^  in  a  struggle  of  this  kind^  the 
voice  of  the  people  was  not  heard,  nor  their  wishes 
consulted.  The  leaders  of  each  party  were  doing, 
in  fair  bargain  and  sale,  the  best  they  could  for 
their  own  interest,  together  with  that  of  their 
friends;  and  we  must  calculate  upon  more  than 
the  ordinary  scope  of  human  imperfection  will 
justify,  if  we  may  not  suppose  that  the  state  of 
things  will  again  occur^  and  continue  to  recur,  so 
long  as  it  shall  be  left  in  the  power  of  the  State 
Legislatures  to  change  from  one  mode  to  another, 
as  their  interest  may  dictate  at  the  moment 

Massachusetts,  at  one  time,  for  the  purpose  of 
effecting  her  purpose  in  the  r residential  election, 
divided  herself  into  districts  to  suit  the  sectional 
residence  of  the  dominant  party :  districts  were 
made  of  territory  not  contiguous;  towns  were  added 
that  were  in  parts  of  other  districts.  I  remember, 
the  shape  of  those  districts  were  so  singular  that 
they  gave  to  them  the  name  of  Gerrymanders,  and 
called  the  new  mode  of  dbtricting  Gerrymandering. 


The  State  of  New  Jersey  elected  by  s^eneral 
ticket ;  but,  just  before  a  Presidential  election,  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  met,  and  finding  that  if 
the  electors  were  chosen  bv  general  ticket  the  vote 
would  not  be  such  as  would  please  them,  they  re- 
pealed the  law,  and  at  once  proceeded  to  take  the 
power  into  their  own  hands,  and  chose  such  from 
among  themselves  as  promised  to  serve  their  views. 
Can  mere  be  stronger  evidence  than  this  of  the 
defect  of  such  a  system  ?  In  this  case  the  people 
of  New  Jersey  had  no  more  to  do  in  that  election, 
and  their  voice  was  as  little  heard,  as  was  that  of 
the  citizens  of  Canada.  At  the  time  of  voting  for 
Representatives  the  voter  never  dreamed  of  such 
a  result ;  he  supposed  that,  at  the  proper  time,  he 
would  again  give  his  vote  for  electors. 

Sir,  these  are  so  many  avenues  left  open  to  in- 
trigu^  fraud,  and  corruption,  and  if  they  are  not 
made  the  common  passways  of  the  day,  it  is  be- 
cause the  inducements  to  travel  them  are  at  this 
time  not  sufficiently  strong. 

The  chief  Executive  office  of  this  great  and 
growing  Republic  is  a  very  important  one.  An 
office  o?  great  trust  and  of  great  patronage ;  and 
so  guarded  should  the  road  to  that  office  be,  that 
none  should  pass  thereto  without  being  able  to 
show  a  passport  from  the  people  themselves — from 
a  majorUy  of  all  the  people.  But,  sir,  under  the 
present  system,  it  is  possible,  by  a  species  of  league, 
of  bargam  and  sale,  to  place  a  person  in  this  high 
office,  who  shall  only  have  the  votes  of  three-tenths 
of  the  people,  contrary  to  the  wishes  and  the  inter- 
ests of  seven-tenths  of  the  peojde  of  the  United 
States. 

I  will,  to  make  myself  understood,  illustrate  this 
in  this  way :  Suppose  that  the  parties  that  we  have 
had  in  this  counti^*  still  existed,  and  were  known 
by  the  same  names  of  Federalists  and  Republicans, 
and  that  the  parties  in  each  of  the  States  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Virginia, 
and  North  Carolina,  should  be  equal,  or  nearly  so, 
to  the  Federalists,  having  a  very  small  majority 
in  each  State :  now,  by  tne  general  ticket  plan,  or 
by  the  plan  of  dec  ting  electors  by  the  Legislature, 
each  or  these  States  can  give  the  whole  numbof 
to  which  they  are  entitled  for  the  Federal  can- 
didate. 

The  number  of  Senators  in  the  twenty-two 
States  is  44;  the  number  of  Representatives  is 
186 — ^making,  in  all,*230;  which  would  be  the 
whole  number  of  votes  given  for  a  President :  a 
majority  of  230  is  116,  which  happens  to  be  ex- 
actly the  number  of  votes  to  which  the  five  States 
above  mentioned  are  entitled.  Now,  suppose  that 
every  man  in  the  seventeen  States  not  mentioned, 
should  be  republican,  and  nearly  one  half  of  the 
^ye  States  enumerated  republican  also,  does  it  not 
appear  clearly  that  seven-tenths  are  defeated  by 
three-tenths  of  the  people  1 

Again,  the  census  of^  1810  gave  the  population 
of  the  United  States  at  7,500,000.  The  five  large 
States  have  one  half  of  that  number,  say  3,750,000; 
now,  as  the  federal  majority  was  a  bare  majority 
in  these  States,  there  will  be  only  in  these  States 
1,870,000  Federalists  who  will  have  elected  the 
President,  to  the  exclusion  of  a  candidate  having 
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the  united  roice  of  seventeen  States,  and  almost 
a  majority  of  the  other  five,  and  against  the  voice 
of  6.630,000  of  the  people. 

Tnis  IS  actual  demonstration ;  there  is  no  de- 
ception in  it.  Is  it,  then,  a  good  system  that  can 
admit  of  such  abuses  as  might  thus  be  practised  7 
That  the  majority  shall  rule  is  the  vital  principle 
of  all  Republics.  But,  sir,  that  principle  does  not 
seem  to  be  secured  by  the  present  mode.  But  gen- 
tlemen will  say  that  this  is  an  extreme  case,  not 
likely  to  occur.  I  admit  that  it  is  an  extreme  case, 
and,  though  it  might  not  occur  exactly  in  the  form 
here  poin^  out.  yet  it  may  occur,  with  some 
modincation,  ana  the  effect  would  oe  about  the 
same. 

May  not  the  day  come  when  such  attempts  may 
be  made?  Sir,  we  have  seen,  during  the  short 
existence  of  this  Republic,  attempts  made  to  sub- 
vert the  very  spirit  and  meaning  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  in  r^ard  to  the  election  of  Chief  Magis- 
trate too.  I  allude  to  the  first  election  of  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson. Aaron  Burr  was  run  at  the  same  time  for 
Vice  President,  and  the  number  of  votes  was  equal. 
The  Constitution  was  not  sufficiently  definite  on 
that  subject;  no  distinction  was  required  in  the 
vptes,  and  the  frieads  of  Burr  contended  that  his 
claim  was  equal  to  that  of  Mr.  Jefferson  to  the 
i'residency ;  and  the  House  of  Representatives 
had  to  proceed  to  ballot,  according  to  the  mode 
pointed  out  in  the  Constitution,  for  a  President, 
and  it  was  not  until  thirty-six  separate  and  distinct 
ballotings  had  taken  place  that  a  choice  was 
made.  Tfow,  sir,  in  that  case  it  was  notorious 
that  not  one  man  had  voted  for  Burr  with  the 
view  of  making  him  President.  But  if  that  de- 
fect had  been  ix)inted  out  previous  to  that  time, 
the  advocates  tor  the  Constitution,  without  any 
amendment,  would  have  cried  out  that  it  was  an 
extreme  case,  and  not  likely  to  occur. 

The  people  learn  from  experience.  No  sooaer 
did  this  occurrence  take  place  than  the  people  did 
resolve  to  amend  the  Constitution,  so  as  to  s^uard 
in  future  against  such  occurrences  and  such  abuses. 
One  of  the  strong  arguments  used  aj^ainst  the 
proposed  amendment  is,  that  it  is  interfering  with 
State  rights.  The  large  States  may  be  deprived 
of  some  of  their  power  and  influence  in  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  and  States  are  like  individuals ; 
they  dislike  to  part  with  any  portion  of  their 
power.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  there  should 
have  been  si|ch  a  want  of  equality  in  the  size  and 
population  of  the  States.  If  they  had  been  about 
the  same  size  we  would  have  but  little  State  jeal- 
ousy compared  with  what  we  have  at  this  day, 
and  the  only  method  that  I  can  discover  to  remedy 
this  evil  is  by  adontinjg  the  amendment  proposed. 
At  this  day  it  is  the  mterest  of  the  large  States, 
they  contend,  to  retain  all  this  influence.  It  is 
true  that  the  large  States  may,  by  a  kind  of  bar- 
gaining, obtain  some  more  than  a  due  proportion 
of  the  offices  of  the  General  Grovernment;  but  this 
is  but  little  calculated  to  make  the  condition  of 
the  gjeat  mass  of  the  people  happy.  It  may  suit 
the  views  of  a  few  aspiring  men. 

But  it  is  at  all  times  difficult  to  persuade  men 
that  they  have  in  their  hands  more  than  a  due 


proportion  of  power  and  influence;  or,  if  you  can 
mate  them  sensible  that  they  do  possess  more  than 
a  due  proportion  of  weight  in  the  afikirs  of  the 
State  or  Union,  yet  it  will  be  by  far  more  difficult 
to  get  them  to  abandon  it  Ot  this  we  have  con- 
stant examples ;  and  here  permit  me  to  notice  one 
or  two.  In  North  Carolina,  that  tract  of  country 
immediately  on  the  seaboard  and  for  some  distance 
back,  was,  m  the  first  settlement  of  the  country, 
laid  out  into  small  counties;  and  the  tract  of  coun- 
try bacJc,  toward  the  mountaiiis,  was  laid  out  into 
counties  of  a  much  larger  extent  of  territory. 
The  Constitution  of  the  State  gives  to  each  county 
one  Senator  and  two  Representatives.  The  effect 
of  this  is  to  give  a  preponderance  in  the  Legisla- 
ture to  the  eastern  portion  of  the  State.  Although 
the  number  of  the  population  in  the  western  coun- 
ties is  almost  double,  this  cannot  be  altered  with- 
out a  convention,  and  a  convention  cannot  be 
called  without  the  consent  of  the  Legislature. 
Now,  sir,  attempts  have  been  made  to  call  a  con- 
vention, from  time  to  tim^  but  in  vain.  The  peo- 
ple cry  out  for  county  ri^nts.  and,  although  every 
man  of  candor  must  admit  tnat  they  are  enjoyiof 
more  than  an  equal  proportion  of  the  power  and 
influence  of  the  State,  yet,  so  sweet  is  power,  that 
they  hold  on  with  the  iron  grasp  of  death.  I  be- 
lieve that  Virginia  is  in  the  same  situation,  and 
equally  without  a  remedy. 

Mr.  Chairman,  nothing  can  be  more  true  than 
that  aU  the  citizens  of  a  State  should  enjoy  equal 
privileges,  and  thaJt  mutual  concession  and  good 
will  should  exist  in  aU  its  pirts ;  but  this  never 
can  be  the  case  if  one  portion,  by  a  forced  con- 
struction of  the  written  compact  imder  which  they 
live,  are  always  endeavoring  to  exercise  powers 
that,  in  justice,  are  not  their  own,  and  which  be- 
long to  another  portion  in  part 

Sir,  the  proposed  amendment  will  aot  afiect  the 
rights  of  tae  States;  the  federative  principle 'is 
preserved.  There  was  not  any  part  of  the  Con- 
stitution, in  its  formation,  that  was  so  diflicait  to 
fix  upon  as  the  part  relative  to  the  election  of  a 
Chief  Executive  Magistrate.  At  one  time  it  was 
proposed  to  elect  the  President  directly  by  the 
people,  on  the  popular  principle ;  that  was  objected 
to  (if  I  am  correctly  informed)  on  the  ground  that 
the  federative  principle  should  likewise  be  pre- 
served ;  that  the  Chief  Magistrate  would  preside 
over  the  States,  in  their  federal  character,  as  well 
as  over  the  people ;  and  that  to  elect  by  the  people 
directljr  would  destroy  that  important  feature, 
which  it  was  thought  to  be  important  to  preserve. 
It  was  proposed,  in  the  next  place,  that  the  Presi- 
dent should  be  elected  by  the  joint  vote  of  both 
Houses  of  Congress;  and  this  proposition  was 
adopted  under  the  belief  that,  in  that  form,  the 
federative  and  popular  principle  would  be  pre- 
served ;  and  it  remained  fixed  and  determined  unoi 
near  the  rise  of  the  Convention,  when  doubts  be- 
gan to  arise  whether  the  Confess  was  the  proper 
body  to  elect  the  Chief  Magistrate.  Those  that 
douDted  the  policy  of  confiding  to  that  body  this 
important  trust,  contended  that,  from  the  acqoaint- 
ance  and  intimacy  that  would  exist  between  the 
President  and  the  members  of  Congress,  they 


1909 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS, 


1910 


April,  1820. 


Amendment  to  the  ConstUution. 


H.  OF  R. 


miglit  be  biased  in  their  judgment  towards  the 
incumbent  of  the  Executive  chair.  But  no  objec- 
tion was  mfide  to  the  principle  on  which  such  a 
choice  could  be  founded.  It  was  determined,  then, 
to  gi?e  to  each  State  in  the  Union  a  riffht  to  choose 
a9  many  persons  as  such  State  ^ould  have  Rep- 
resentatives and  Senators  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  Slates,  who,  when  thus  chosen,  should,  by 
ballot,  in  th(eir  respective  States,  choose  a  Chief 
Magistrate. 

This  mode  combined  the  popular  and  the  feder- 
ative principle,  and  guarded  against  the  objections 
of  bias  that  were  brought  against  the  Legislature, 
as  the  Electors  thus  chosen  would  be  stransers  to 
the  Chief  Magistrates  and  would  be  most  likely  to 
make  a  correct  and  impartial  choice.  The  Con- 
vention, after  due  delib^ation,  adopted  this  form, 
and  it  became  a  part  of  the  Constitution. 

The  mod«  being  fixed>  the  next  thing  wa3  to 
provide,  in  thie  event  of  two  or  mpre  candidates 
havincr  an  equal  number  of  votes,  who  or  what 
body  should  decide  the  contest.  It  was  first  pro- 
posed that  the  Senate  shpuld,  by  ballot,  decide; 
but  this  was  objected  to,  because  this  would  be 
making  the  President  on  the  federal  principle  en- 
tirely. It  was  then  proposed  that  tne  House  of 
Representatives  should  decide;  this  was  objected 
to,  on  Uie  ground  that  it  would  be  making  the 
choice  solely  on  the  popular  principle ;  but  to  avoid 
this  ol^ection,  it  w^s  im)ved  that  tne  House  should 
ballot  hy  Stales,  eacn  State  having  one  vote, 
which  would  combine  both  principles*^  apd  in  this 
form  it  was  agreed  to. 

I  have  used  this  to  prove  that  the  Conven^pn, 
throughout,  were  determined  to  guard  against  the 
encroacbmeuta  of  the  States  on  one  hand,  and  of 
the  people  on  the  other ;  and  that  the  amendment 
propobed  is  no  ▼iolatlon  of  first  principles. 

Sir,  adopt  the  proposed  amendment,  and  jrou 
will  give  the  people  a  fair  opportunity  of  being 
heard  in  the  choice  of  that  important  omcer — the 
Chief  Ma^trate  of  the  Union.  The  majority  and 
the  minority  in  the  respecjtive  States  wul  have  a 
fair  opportunity  of  being  heard.  If  thiere  are  po- 
litical parties,  they  can  be  fairly  heard ;  if  the  con- 
test is  about  men,  and  if  there  are  no  political  par- 
ties, a  fair  expression  of  the  public  mind  can  be 
had.  It  will  guard  and  protect  the  people  against 
intriguing  and  designing  men.  They  will  not  be 
able  to  carry  their  infiuehce  into  everv  county  and 
neighborhopd  in  a  lar^e  State;  but  tney  can  into 
those  assemblies  called  caucuses,  which  are  gotten 
up  about  the  seats  of  the  State  Legislatures,  during 
their  sessions.  If  you  will  adopt  the  proposed 
amendment,  and  the  States  shoula  ratify  it,  which 
I  am  confident  they  will,  the  people  will  not  want 
from  the  State  Legislatures  a  caucus  to  say  who 
shall  be  electors.  They  will  he  able,  in  their  re- 
spective districts,  to  choose  a  man  with  whom 
they  are  acquainted,  on  whose  intelligence  and 
virtue  they  can  rely^  for  the  choice  of  a  Chief 
Magistrate.  You  will  bring  the  election  near  to 
the  people,  and,  consequently,  you  will  make  them 
place  more  value  on  the  elective  franchise,  which 
is  all-important  in  a  republican  form  of  Gpvem- 
a^ent 


As  to  the  modes  of  election  now  practised,  they 
are  equally  exceptionable.  If  the  Legislature  elect 
the  electors,  you  are  heaping  on  them  duties  foreign 
to  their  duties  as  State  legislators;  and  by  this 
mode  you  make  your  system  more  complex.  When 
the  citizen  is  about  to  vote  for  a  fit  person  to  rep- 
resent him  in  the  State  Legislature,  ne  must  recol- 
lect also  that  the  same  person  is  authorized  to  vote 
for  electors,  who,  when  thus  chosen,  has  a  right 
to  vote  for  a  Chief  Ma£[istrate.  Tne  members, 
when  they  convene  at  their  Legislatureafwill  then 
have  their  caucus ;  and  a  fair  opportunity  is  offered 
for  intrigue:  they  will  make  the  electors  from 
their  own  body,  calculated  to  serve  their  own 
views.  If  the  election  is  by  general  ticket,  the 
Legislature  indirectly  elect  the  electors.  They 
form  a  caucus,  and  make  out  a  ticket  to  suit  the 
doioinant  piurtv  in  that  State,  with  as  many  nanies 
on  it  as  tne  State  is  entitled  to  choose  electors ; 
and  this  is  sent  out  to  the  people.  Now,  sir,  this, 
in  fact,  is  electing  the  electors ;  for  the. subsequent 
voting  by  the  people,  whatever  naay  be  said  of  it, 
is  a  mere  form,  the  '^  shadow  of  a  shade."  For, 
sir,  if  the  ticket  displeases  a  great  portion  of  the 
State,  yet  they  cannot  well  alter  it.  Who  can 
resist  this  tremendous  caucus  recommendation? 
If  there  are  political  parties  in  the  State,  the  voice 
of  the  minority  is  entirely  stifled  by  this  system. 
And  is  this  the  system  that  will  secure  State 
rights ;  that  system  with  which  gentlenoten  axe  so 
delighted? 

Sir,  let  the  people  have  the  election  brought 
near  to  them,  unmixed  with  other  elections,  that 
they  may  know  what  they  are  doing  when  they 
give  in  their  votes.  Do  not  be  fearful  of  trusting 
them  with  what  belongs  to  themselves.  They  are 
hones^  and  it  only  remains  for  them  to  know 
what  is  right,  and  they  will  do  what  is  ri^ht. 

But,  sir,  some  say  tnat  this  is  an  election  that 
the  people  do  not  attend — one  that  they  care  but 
little  about ;  that  they  care  but  little  whether  you 
elect  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  United  States  in 
one  or  the  other  modes  mentioned.  If  this  be  true, 
it  is  only  where  you  have  made  the  system  so  com- 
plicated that  the  people  do  not  comprehend  it,  that 
they  are  indifferent  about  it. 

I  recollect  that  when  the  Le^lature  of  the 
State  from  which  I  come,  at  a  period  not  very  re- 
mote, thought  proper  to  take  from  the  people  the 
right  of  choosing  their  electors  in  the  accustomed 
way,  by  districts,  and  took  the  election  into  their 
own  hands,  that  it  produced  a  state  of  excitement 
never  equalled  in  that  State. 

The  people  viewed  it  as  a  flagrant  encroach- 
ment on  their  rights.  This  took  place  when  party 
spirit  run  high,  and  at  a  time  when  the  Repubh- 
can  party  were  threatened  with  an  overthrow,  and 
the  advocates  contended  that  it  was  a  niatter  of 
expediency ;  that  in  that  way  alone  the  Republi- 
can party  could  give  their  fuO  weight  in  the  then 
approaching  Presidential  election;  and  that  the 
measure  was  republican.  But,  sir,  this  vvould  not  ap» 
pease  the  wratn  of  a  people  that  considered  them* 
selves  deprived  of  an  important  right.  If  this  be  your 
republicanism,  said  they,  away  with  iL  You  nave 
deprived  us  of  the  right  of  exercising  one  of  our 
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most  important  political  rights,  and  a  privilege 
that  we  deem  sacred  ;  no  apology  will  or  can  be 
received.  And,  sir,  they  displaced  most  of  the 
supporters  of  this  measure  with  a  high  hand. 

Sir,  it  is  well  to  cherish  thi*  high-minded  spirit 
in  the  people,  and  to  impress  on" their  minds  the 
value  and  importance  of  these  high  privileges. 

Mr.  Chairman,  if  this  amendment  shall  prevail, 
and  be  ratified  by  the  States,  your  President  will 
be  the  choice  of  a  majority  of  the  whole  people  of 
the  Unitfc  States.  He  will  be  chosen  for  his 
virtue  and  intelligence,  and  not  because  he  may 
ha  most  likely  to  bestow  his  favors  on  a  few  con- 
spicuous persons  in  a  lew  of  the  lar^e  States.  He 
will  sit  easy  in  his  place,  conscious  tnat  the  people 
are  on  his  side.  He  will  remember  that  he  de- 
rived his  support  from  every  portion  of  the  Union, 
and  will  have  an  eye  to  the  interest  of  the  whole 
Union.  The  large  States  will  be  deprived  of  the 
power  of  combining  and  bargaining  for  the  high 
offices  of  the  General  Government.  Sectional 
feelings  will,  in  some  degree,  be  broken  down,  and 
union  and  harmony  will  be  efifectually  preserved. 

Sir,  if  ever  there  be  a  time  when  a  subject  of 
this  kind  can  be  acted  on  with  propriety,  it  is  now. 
The  question  can  be  put  to  the  States  when  all  is 
tranquil ;  wheni  there  is  no  party  feeling  to  distort 
and  sway  the  minds  of  men.  It  is  a  time  when 
the  subject  can  receive  a  candid  and  dispassionate 
examination,  and  a  time  when  men  of  all  parties 
can  mingle  in  the  discussion  without  jealotisy  or 
suspicion. 

The  States  will  not  be' surprised  at  the  paissage 
of  the  resolution  on  your  table.  The  subject  is 
not  new  to  them :  the  States  of  North  Carolina, 
New  Jersey,  New  York,  Massachusetts,  Vermont, 
Virginia,  and  Pennsylvania,  and  some  others  that 
I  do  not  recollect,  have  all  given  their  consent, 
by  their  respective  legislatures,  to  the  proposed 
amendment. 

And  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  have  passed 
this  resolution  the  second  time.  Should  all  this 
have  no  weight  with  us?  It  is  only  for  u$  to  put 
the  question  to  the  States,  and,  if  they  reject  it, 
then  it  is  at  an  end. 

And  let  it  be  remembered  that  we  do  not  possess 
all  the  power  on  the  subject  of  anieildin^  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States.  That  instrument 
rflrovides  another  method,  or  way,  by  which  it  may 
be  amended.  Two-thirds  of  the  States  have  the 
power  to  demand  of  us  a  convention  for  that  pur- 
pose; and  w6  have  no  poWt^r  to  refuse  such  a  de- 
mand. 

NbWj  sir;  is  it  not  better  for  us  to  propose  to 
amend  the  Constitution  in  a  siiigie  point  than  to 
be  forced,  by  the  States,  to  call  a  convention, 
which,  wnen  convened,  will  have  the  power  to 
make  the  whole  instrument  pass  in  review  ?  Sir, 
I  think  there  are  but  few  atnongst  us,  that  are 
v^illing  to  submit  that  instrument  to  the  hands  of 
any  set  of  men  at  this  day:  I  mean  the  whole  in- 
strument. 

Sir,  I  am  done.  I  thaUk  the  Committee  for 
their  attentibn  whilst  I  have  endeavored  to  sub- 
mit the  few  reasons  which  induce  me  to  give  the 
vote  which  I  shall  give  on  this  subject.    The  re- 


marks that  I  have  submitted  have  been  very  de- 
sultory. I  had  not  thought  of  speaking  on  this 
subject  before  a  day  or  two  past,  and  I^ould  not 
have  troubled  you  at  this  time,  but  from  a  belief 
that  some  person  should  bring  up  the  subject; 
and  knowing,  as  I  do,  that  the  State  that  I  in  part 
represent  has  felt  some  interest  on  this  subject,  I 
felt  it  somewhat  my  duty  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Committee  to  it;  bdieving  that,  when  the 
subject  was  brought  before  them,  that  ii  was  one 
that  would  call  to  its  aid  gentlemen  of  more  ability 
and  experience  than  myself. 

Mr.  SsriTH^s  motion  was  rejected  by  the  House. 

The  House  theb  adjourned. 


Friday.  April  21. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Wap  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Ambrose  Vasse ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  increase  the  allow- 
ance of  the  judges  of  the  orphans'  court  in  the 
counties  of  Wieishington  and  Alexandria"  re- 
ported the  same  without  amendment,  and  it  was 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Kent  moved  that  the  House  do  now  pro- 
ceed to  consider  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  to  incorporate  the  inhabitants  of  the  city 
of  Washington,  and  to  repeal  ail  other  acts  here- 
tofore pasiseu  for  that  purpose;"  which  motion tws 
rejected  hf  the  House. 

The  bin  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 
provide  for  clothing  the  Army  of  the  United 
States  in  domestic  manuikctures,  and  for  olhet 
purposes,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as 
amended. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  establish 
an  uniform  mode  of  discipline  and  field  exercise 
for  the  militia  of  the  United  States,"  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill,  regulating  the  manner  of  set- 
tling the  accounts  of  the  several  deputy  survcjroB 
in  the  Missouri  ahd  Arkansas  Territories,  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  rejected. 

An  engtossed  bill,  to  designate  the  boundaries 
of  districts,  and  establish  land  offices  for  the  di^ 
posal  of  the  public  lands,  not  heretofore  ofiked 
for  sale  in  the  States  of  Alabama  and  Indiana, 
was  read  the  third  time ;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Linn,  it  was 

Ordered;  That  the  said  bill  be  recommitted  to 
the  Coniniittee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  sale  of  thirteen  sec- 
tions of  land  in  Canton  district,  in  the  State  of 
Ohio,  passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  WijOl^ 
and  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  thito 
reading: 

A  message  from  the  Senhte  informed  the  Hoo* 
that  the  Senate  have  p&ssed-  bills  of  thefollo^mg 
titles,' to  wit:  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  L. 
Ogden,  and  others ;  an  act  to  authorize  the  dU"<^ 
ing  of  a  certain  number  of  small  vessels  of  ^^> 
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an  act  for  the  relief  of  Matthew  McNair ;  an  act 
for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Leiper ;  and  an  act  con- 
firming the  proceediDgs  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
village  of  Cahokia,  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  in 
laying  oat  a  town  on  the  commons  of  said  vil- 
la^: in  which  bills  they  ask  the  concurrence  of 
thisHoose. 

REVISION  OP  THE  TARIFF. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bills  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Manafactores,  and  the  Committee  de- 
termined to  take  up,  first  in  order,  (he  bill  "to 
regulate  the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  and 
for  other  purposes.''  This  biU  propose?  changes  in 
relation  to  the  duties  on  gooos  imported,  in  the 
proportions  which  are  denoted  in  t^  foUpifing 
table,  copied  from  that  compiled  apd  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  House  of  Repi:eiientiaiFe» : 

A  eompsrative  view  of  the  existing  Tariff  of  Dutiiss  on 
foods  importad  from  foreign  coaDtriee  »s  ee t^blif bed 
by  the  act  of  87th  April,  1816,  enUUed  ••An  act  to 
regulate  the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,"  as 
amended  bj  the  act  of  the  SQth  of  April,  1818,  en- 
titled **An  ael  to  increaae  the  dotiea  on  certain  man* 
nfiMtuied  articles  imported  in  the  United  States/* 
and  that  proposed  by  the  bill  now  depending  in  tbe 
Honee  of  RepreeenUtivee  of  the  United  States,  ^'to 
regnlate  the  dtttiee  on  imports  end  for  other  par- 


ABTICLSe. 


Old  tariff. 


Rate  of 
New  tariAladdition'l 


First  daee  of  articles, 
per  cent.  $007  1-8 

Second  16 

Third  80 

Fourth  and  fifth  class- 
eflyvia: 

Woollen  msniilbctiires      85 

Cotton  do.,  and  cotton 
twist,  not  fom  India       86 

Ditto,  de.  from  India  36 

Linen  manufaetares  16 

Clothing,  ready  made    ^ 

Bonnets,  bats  and  caps  I  ^ 
of  wooU  ^"^U  leather,  f  ^ 
•traw,  chip,  or  silk    [  J 

Silk  maanfactares  from 
India 

Printed  books 

Painted  or  stained  pa- 
per, and  paper  hang- 
ings I 

Clocks  and  time-pieces  "^ 

Umbrellas,  slicks,  and 
sppsiataa  foe  ua^* 
bieJiss 

Bonnets  and  cepe,  not 
otherwise  taxed 

Fans,  feathers*  fiow.ers, 
millinery,  perfames, 
wsshes 

Painted  fioor  cloths,  oi) 
clutbs,  mate,  salad.  oil| 
capers,  mQstard,  ol- 


16 
16 


80 


$0  lli 
80 
86 


33 

33 
40 
86 

40 


30 
36 


86 


Slljl-3 


2^^ 


35 


doty. 


8-3 
1-3 
1-4 
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ives,  prescrTcs,  wa- 
fers, sweetmeats 
Manofadores  of  wood. 

coarse  Uce,csrriages, 

snd  farniture  for  do. 
Leather,    and     menu 

factores   of   leather, 

brashe«»  canee 
Gilt  and  plated  ware 
Cnt  glass 
China,  earthen,  stone 

were,  snd  crockery 
Manofaetares  of  marble 

and  alabaoter 
Ale,  beer,  and  porter,  in 

bottles,  galls. 

Do.  not  in  bottlee  do. 
Alnm,  cwt 

Almonde,  lb. 

Bl'kglaee  bottles,  grosa 
Booti,  pair 

Bristles,  lb. 

Plsying  csrds,       pack 
Tsrred  cabtee,  snd  cord 

age  lb. 

Untsrred,  ditto,  twine 

and  thread  Ih* 

Candle«i  tallow        do. 

wax  and  sperm.,   do. 
China  Caaiia  do. 

Cinnamon  da 

Clovee  do. 

Cbefee  do. 

Choeolate  do. 

Cocoa,  do. 

Coal,  heaped      buahel 
Copperas,  cwt. 

Copper    rode,    spikes, 

botts,  snd  qaiis,  end 

composition,  do.    lb. 
Corks,  do. 

Coflee,  do. 

Cottpn  do« 

Currants,  do. 

Pigs,  do. 

Fish,  fbr'n  caught,  qntl. 
Mackerel,  bbl. 

Salmon,  do. 

All  other  pick'd  6iih,do. 
Windowglase,8byl0, 
100  sq.ft. 

Ditto,     10  by  18,  do. 
OTSI 10  by  18,  do. 
Plain  uicut  flint 

glass,  lb. 

OIne,  do. 

Gunpowder,  do. 

Hempi  cwt. 


Old  Uriff. 


«080 
30 

80 

16 

16 

10 

800 

03 

144 

160 

03 

30 

.03 

04 
03 
06 
06 
86 
86 
00 
03 

Q8 
06 

100 


9eyl-as; 


Iron  and  steel  wire 
notoverNo.  18,  lb. 
over  No.  18,         do. 

^on  in  bars  and  bolta, 
mannfactared  ex- 
cept by  Volling,   cwt 


04 
16  per  ct. 

06 

03 

03 

03 

9100 

160 

800 

100 

860 
876 
386 

30  pec  p|. 
06 
08 
160 

06 
09 


76 


Rate  of 

NewUriff. 

addition*! 

duty. 

• 
10  »6  \ 

36 

Included 

in  two 

36    f 

preced'g 

clsMoe. 

36 

80 

1-3 

16 

1-8 

3  00 

1-8 

04 

1-3 

8  00 

1-4 

8  00 

1-3 

03      j 

Free, 

36 

1-6 

04 

1-3 

06 

1-4 

06 

8-3 

06 

1-3 

IQ 

8-3 

8Si 

36 

3-6 

P9 

04 

03 

1-3 

06 

8  00 

Double. 

04 

16 

06 

1-6  do. 

06 

Double. 

04 

1-3  do* 

04 

1-3  do. 

1  00 

1  60 

8  00 

1  00 

3  00    1 
3  86     ' 

1-5  do. 

8  76  J- 

10 

10 

Double. 

10 

1-4  do. 

8  60 

8  3  do. 

06 

09 

1  35 

8-?p.ct 
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STATEMENT— Continued. 


ARTICLES. 


Old  tariff.  New  Uriff. 


Iron  in  sheets,  rods, 
and  hoops,  do. 

Iron  in  bars  and  bolts, 
manufkctured  by  rol- 
ling, cwt. 

Anchors,  do. 

Iron  in  pi^,  do. 

Iron  castings,  do. 

8pbdes  &  shovels,  each 

Slate  and  tiles  for  baild- 
ing,  ndt  over  13  inch- 
es sqaare,  per.    IdOO 

13  to  14  in.  sq.     do. 

14  to  16  do.  do. 
16  to  18  do.  do. 
18  to  30    do,        do. 

Paper,  folio,  pot,  qatrto 

post,  crown,  dec,  lb. 

royal,  imp.,  &c.,  do. 

printing,  and  cop* 
per  plate,  do. 

other  eoarse  do. 

Screws  of  wire,    gross 
Ginger,  rough,  lb. 

ground,  do. 

preserved,  do. 

Silk,  sewing,  and  silk  dt 

worsted  twist         lb. 
Indigo,  do 

Lead  in  pigs  dc  bars,  do. 

sheets,  do. 

shot  of  lead,         do. 

red  and  white,  dry 


$354 


166 
806 
66 
76 
30  per  ct 


do. 
do. 
ftl. 
lb. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


or  in  oil 
Mace, 
Molasses, 
Nails,  of  iron. 
Nutmegs, 
Pepper, 
Pimento, 
Plums  and  prunes,  do. 
Raisins,  in  j«rs  or 
boxes,  lb. 

All  olher  kinds,  do. 
Salt,  bushel  of  66  lbs. 
Ochre,  dry,  lb. 

in  oil,  do. 

Steel,  cwt 

Cigars,  lOOO 

Spirits,  from  grain,  first 

proof,  43  cts.;    8d, 

45;  3d,  46;  4th,  63; 

6th, GO;  over 6th, 76 

From  other  materials, 

let,  38 ;  Sd,  38 ;  3d. 

43;4tb,  48;  5th,  67; 

over  5th,  70 
Shoes  &  slip's,  sUk,  pr. 

leather,  do. 

for  children,  do. 

Spikes  of  iron,  lb. 

Soap,  lb 

Sugar,  brown,  do. 

white,  clayed,  and 


30perct 


16—8-10 


16  per  ct. 
16 
01 
01 
03 

03 
$100 
05 
04 
60 
06 
08 
08 


$3  00 


3  00 
3  00 

75 
1  60 

35 


3  00 

3  00 

4  00 

5  00 

6  00 

30 

16 

13i 
10 
8  to  30 
1,  say  3 
04 
10 


03 
08 
30 

01 
01  1-3 


.$100 
360 


same 


same 
30 
25 
15 
03 
03 
03 


1 

6 


04 

03 

85 

01 

Oli 

60 

00 


sane. 


same. 
60 
50 
36 
04 
04 
04 


1 


Kate  of 

addition  *1 

duty. 


1-5  do. 


1-3  do. 

1-3  do. 
Double. 


l-8p.Gt. 

1-4  do. 
Double. 
1-4  p.  ct. 
1-4  do. 
1-3  do. 
1-3  do. 
1-3  do. 

1-3  do. 
1-3  do. 
1-4  do. 


1-3 
Double. 


1-3 
Double. 
3-3 
1-3 
1-3 


STATEMENT— Continued. 


AftTicxas. 


Old  toriff. 


I  tUteof 
New  tsrilT.' addition*! 
I    d«ty. 


13 

85 
Vt 

50 

40 
88 


10 


01 


powdered, 
lump, 

loaf,  dc  sugar  oan- 
dy,  do. 

Snuff,  do. 

Tallow,  do. 

Tea,   from   China,   in 
American  vessels,  bo- 
hea,  lb. 

Souchong  &  ail  other 
black  teas,  34  lb. 
Byson  Skin,  do. 
rmp6rtal,Guiip6wder, 
dc  Gome«,  681b.! 
Hyson,  and  Young' 
Hyson,  56  IbJ 

Other  green,     38  lb.' 
Tobaeeo,  manufactured,' 
other  than  snuff  and 
cigars,  lb. 

WbitlDg,     and     Paris' 
white  lb; 

Wines,  Burgundjr,  Ma- 
deira, Tokay,  Cham- 
paign, and  Rhen- 
ish, ffftUs. 
Sherry  and  St.  Lu-' 
oar,                ^aBs.' 
Liabon,  Oporto,  and 
others,of  Portugal,' 
and  Sicily,     galls.; 
Teneriffe^Fftyal,  and! 
other  West   India 
isles,  galls.      40 
all  other  kinds,  galla.       16 
do.  in  bottles  or  cises  30  per  ct. 
Russia  duek,  ps.  $300 
Ravens    do.             do.    136 
Holland  do.             do.    850 
Spermaceti  ml,  of  for- 
eign ftheries,    gallt^l      86 
Whale  oil.                do.       16 
Olive  oil,  in  casks,    do.      86 
Linseed  oil,             do.  16  per  ct. 

say  16cts. 

AD  TALOEBX. 

Blue  vitriol,  lb. 

Oil  of  vitriol,  do. 

Nitric  add,  do. 

Muriatic  acid,  do. 

Sugar  of  lead,  do. 


85         IHouble. 


86 
86 


100 
60 


50 


40 
88 


to 

01 


8 
1 
8 


I 


00 
86 
50 

36 
15 

36 


06 
05 
06 
04 
06 


t 


The  bill  haying  been  read  throng^--- 
Mr.  Baldwin,  of  Penntsf Ivania,  said :« 
senting  thb  bill  to  the  conaderation  of  the  House. 
it  is  pro|>er  that  the  views  of  the  ComniitMe  ot 
Manufalctures  shoold  be  fully  ezplftined.  Th«  task 
assigned  to  them  bas  bee&  one  of  no  ordinary  in- 
terest: the  subjects  on  which  it  has  been  ikeii 
duty  to  act  may  ha?e  an  important  bearing  on 
the  whole  internal  policy  of  this  Government ;  and 
the  mea^res  recOmmeoded  are  such  as,  m  their 
opinion,  Will  essentially  benefit  the  nation.    In  ma- 
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turmg  them,  the  committee  bare  not  (as  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts.  Mr.  Fuller,  seemed 
to  thinl[)  considered  themselves  a  private  commit- 
tee, acting  on  the  private  petitions  of  individuals, 
who  sought  support  and  encouragement  from  Gov- 
ernment, at  the  expense  of  the  nation.  They  have 
not  examined  the  petitions  or  statements  of  manu- 
facturers, with  a  view  of  ascertaining  whether  their 
establishments  are  productive  or  losing.  Their 
interest  has  not  been  a  leading  motive  in  our  minds : 
it  was  of  little  inaportance ;  and  if  this  bill,  either 
in  its  general  principles  or  its  details,  cannot  be 
supported  on  national  principles,  we  are  willing 
that  it  should  fall,  and  that  its  fate  shall  be  ours. 
We  have  thought  that  this  nation  can  never  be 
flourishing  or  independent,  unless  it  can  supply 
from  ib  own  resources  its  food,  its  clothing,  and 
the  means  of  defence ;  that,  to  be  dependent  on 
foreign  nations  for  the  articles  essential  for  these 
purposes,  is  inconsbtent  with  true  policy  }  and  that 
the  system  which  has  entailed  on  us  tnis  depend- 
ence, must  be  radically  changed.  In  a  matter 
which  involved  so  many  interests^  we  found  many 
embarrassments — among  not  the  least  of  them, 
those  which  arose  from  the  duties  assigned  to  the 
diflexent  committees  of  thb  House.  The  Commit- 
tee of  Manufactures  was  a  new  one ;  its  powers 
and  duties  were  undefined  by  any  rule;  the  various 
subjects  referred  to  them  related  as  well  to  the  rev- 
enue and  commerce  of  the  country,  as  its  manu- 
factures. It  was  our  wish  that  each  committee 
should  act  on  its  appropriate  subjects,  not  to  en- 
croach on  the  jurisdiction  of  either.  It  was  our 
first  intention  to  have  reported  a  bill  which  should 
have  related  only  to  the  manufactures  of  the  coun- 
try. But  the  House  will  recollect  that,  at  a  very 
early  period  of  the  session,  a  resolution  was  passea, 
calling  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  report 
the  effect  on  the  revenue  of  a  prohibition  of  wool- 
lens, cottonsi  and  iron ;  that  his  reply  was,  that  an 
increase  of  duty  on  those  articles  would  impair  the 
revenue,  and  tend  to  introduce  smuggling.  This 
was  a  subject  on  which  we  luiew  the  House  was 
sensitive ;  a  deficit  in  the  receipts  of  this  year  of 
five  million&K  had  been  oiScidly  announced  by  the 
Treasury.  The  Committee  or  Ways  and  Means 
had  reported  no  bill,  had  recommended  no  means 
of  filling  the  Treasury,  and,  to  our  repeated  cdls, 
had  answered  that  none  would  be  adopted  by  them. 
Yon  DOW  find  that  the  result  of  adl  their  delibera- 
tions has  ended  in  the  Inll  on  your  table,  author- 
izing a  loan  of  four  millions — two  directly^  and 
two  from  the  Sinking  Fund,  to  meet  the  ordmary 
expenses  of  the  year.  I  did  not  approve  of  the 
resolution  which  nad  thus  called  on  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  take  a  part  in  this  great  national 
controversTy  and  thought  it  not  right  in  gentlemen 
to  call  in  tne  influence  of  that  department  against 
a  large  portion  of  the  illation,  struff^ling  against 
what  they  conceived  to  be  the  indilerence  of  our 
own,  and  the  efforts  of  foreign  Grovemments.  To 
have  framed  a  bill  confined  to  the  sole  object  of 


promoting  the  manufactures  of  the  nation,  hy  im- 
posing a  high  duty  on  those  of  others,  the  efiectof 
which  would  have  been  still  further  to  diminish  a 
revenue  already  incompetent  to  our  ordinary  ex- 


penses, would  have  thrown  us  in  the  way  of  the 
very  difficulty  which  gentlemen  had  so  early  fore- 
seen, so  carefully  provided  against.  The  cry  of 
revenue,  the  Treasury,  and  smuggling,  would  have 
efiectuaily  defeated  all  our  projects.  There  was 
no  other  committee  disposed  to  act  in  concert  with 
us.  Left  thus  alone — ^the  Treasury  report  against 
an  increase  of  duties ;  the  Treasury  itself  empty ; 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  unwilling  to 
assist  in  filling  it,  and  yet  called  upon  by  the  peti- 
tions of  thousands  of  individuals  to  do  sometning 
to  protect  the  industry  of  the  nation — the  commit- 
tee had  no  alternative  but  to  abandon,  subject  to 
certain  destruction,  the  great  interest  confided  to 
their  care,  or  to  go  the  extent  of  their  jurisdiction, 
and  report  a  system  which,  while  it  would  not  in- 
jure the  commerce,  should  aid  the  revenue,  and 
save  the  manufacrures  of  our  country.  In  recom- 
mending a  general  revision  of  the  existing  tariff, 
we  are  sensible  of  being  exposed  to  the  imputation 
of  encroaching  on  the  province  of  other  commit- 
tees ;  but,  as  tney  have  declined  or  refused  to  aet, 
I  hope  no  objections  on  this  score  will  come  from 
them.^  From  the  House  1^  anticipate  none— confi- 
dent in  the  hope  that  they  will  inquire,  not  so 
much  from  what  committee  this  bill  emanated,  as 
whether  its  provisions  will  promote  the  general 
welfare.  ^  And  if,  in  the  opinion  of  the  House,  this 
measure  is  called  for  by  the  dbtresses  of  the  coun- 
try ;  if  it  will  tend  to  their  relief,  and  to  restore 
the  nation  to  its  former  prosperity ;  if  it  b  essen- 
tial that  such  encouragement  should  ever  be  given 
to  national  industry  as  will  enable  us  to  supply  the 
articles  of  our  own  consumption,  you  have  the  au- 
thoritv  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  saying 
that  tnis  is  the  proper  time.  In  his  annual  report 
on  the  finances,  he  tells  you  this  in  the  most  expli- 
cit language ;  ne  tells  you,  too,  that  your  present 
revenue  b  insufficient — you  must  increase  it,  or 
dimitiish  your  expenditure. 

Thb  b  a  time  of  profound  neace,  when  our 
expenses  are  those  only  of  an  ordinary  Peace  Es- 
tablishment ;  no  national  calamity  has  befallen  us ; 
yet  a  loan  is  necessary  for  the  present  year;  and  a 
larger  one  will  be  required  for  the  next.  When  a 
system  of  revenue  has  thus  completely  failed,  and 
from  the  operation  of  plain  and  natural  catises ; 
when  we  cannot  flatter  ourselves  that,  in  the  pres- 
ent state  of  the  World,  it  can  become  better,  but  are 
certain  that  it  must  become  worse,  it  b  time  to  look 
to  our  situation^  and  retrace  our  error.  It  is  an 
unpleasant  duty  m  any  committee  to  be  obliged  to 
examine  existing  systems,  and  recommend  a  change, 
but  it  will  be  at  once  perceived  that  the  nation 
which  relies  for  the  means  of  paying  its  expenses 
solely  on  imposts,  must  encourage  the  importation, 
and  not  the  manufacture,  of  its  article  of  consump- 
tion. Whilst  thb  b  its  policy,  its  internal  industry 
must  be  confined  to  articles  of  export,  to  pay  for 
foreign  fabrics  which  are  imported.  With  impor- 
tations, revenue  must  diminish ;  and  this  has  been 
the  reason  why  all  attempts  to  promote  our  own 
manufactures  have  hitherto  failed.  Now  the  sys- 
tem must  be  changed ;  you  must  either  make  per- 
petual loans,  or  open  new  sources  of  revenue,  by 
giving  a  new  torn  to  the  labor  of  the  nation.    At 
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all  events,  I  beg  gentlemen  to  consider  that,  to  me, 
the  danger  to  the  Treasury  is  no  answer  to  this 
bill :  if  it  is  empty^  it  is  not  my  fault.  Two  short 
years  since,  I  was  m  a  proud  minority  of  five  that 
opposed  the  repeal  of  those  taxes  which,  if  con- 
tinued, would  have  given  you  an  abundant  revenue. 
If,  in  their  abolition,  the  encouragement  of  manu- 
factures has  been  retarded,  let  no  inconsistency  be 
charged  upon  me ;  if  the  system  has  failed,  it  is  not 
because  it  has  not  had  its  full  and  fair  operation, 
but  because  it  is  inconsistent  with  the  present  sit- 
uation of  this  country  and  Europe.  You  may 
resort  to  temporary  expedients ;  but  the  people  of 
this  country  will  not  consent  to  a  continual  accu- 
mulation of  debt,  in  order  to  protract  a  system  which 
can  alone  heal  the  general  distress.  What  must 
be  done  should  be  done  soon.  The  able  and  intd- 
lil^ent  officer  at  the  head  of  your  finances  tells  you 
this  is  the  time ;  and  I  tell  you.  that  you  may  as 
well  avoid  the  approaches  of  old  age,  or  the  stroke 
pf  death,  as  a  change  in  your  financial  svstem. 
Ypu  ngtust  not  wait  tul  the  voice  of  the  people  calls 
for  it  in  language  which  you  cannot  resist,  and 
when  the  revulsion  wiU  be  so  sudden  as  to  shake 
to  its  foundation  the  system  to  which  gentlemen 
now  cling  so  eagerly.  If  this  miserable  system  of 
impost,  as  the  exclusiye  .source  of  revenue,  is  ne- 
cessary for  the  support  of  commerce ;  if  the  internal 
industry  of  the  country  is  to  be  checked  and  pro- 
tracted till  public  opinion  demands  the  change,  let 
gentlemen  oeware  lest  all  parts  of  the  system  go 
together. 

Those  who  now  complain  that  the  Committee 
of  Manufactures,  propose  too  much,  will,  when 
that  day  arrives,  (ana  come  it  musQ  regret  the 
rejection  of  this  bill,  which  proposes  a  change — 
gradual,  but  necessary  for  the  prosperity  of  the 
country.  In  proposing  it,  the  committee  are  aware 
thatjfrom  one  side  of  the  House,  weshaU  be  assailed 
with  the  cry  of— you  will  ruin  commerce ;  from 
the  other,  agriculture;  and  from  all,  smuggling 
and  revenue.  In  telling  us  that  commerce  supports 
the  Qovernment  and  furnishes  its  revenues^  gen- 
tlemen must  not  deceive  themselves  in  thinking 
that  the  people  of  this  country  do  not  know  that 
the  consumer  of  foreign  goods,  and  not  the  for- 
eigner or  importer,  pays  the  impost.  The  con- 
sumption of  ioreign  produce,  and  not  its  importa- 
tion, is  the  source  of  the  revenue ;  a  kind  of  taxa- 
tion the  more  oppressive  on  the  people,  because, 
by  employing  the  merchant  or  collector,  the  con- 
sumer pays,  not  only  the  amount  of  duties,  but  the 
accumulated  profits  of  all  the  merchants  through 
whose  hands  the  article  passes,  from  the  custom- 
house to  the  consumer.  If  the  committee  are  cen- 
sured for  speaking  thus  plainly  of  a  system  on 
which  this  Cfovemment  has  hitherto  rested  for  its 
support,  the  House  must  recollect  that,  at  its  organ- 


mills,  duties  on  refined  sugar,  licenses  to  retailers, 
carriages,  auctions,  and  a  stamp  act  and  land  tax, 
were  imposed.  Let  it  not  be  forgotten  that,  in  the 
preamble  to  the  act  for  laying  an  impost,  the  en- 
couragement of  domestic  manufactures  was  one  of 
the  avowed  objects  of  the  law.  This  was  the 
revenue  system  of  the  founders  of  our  Government 
We  do  not  attack,  but  rest  upon  it ;  it  is  the  only 
one  on  which  this  nation  can  rely  for  permanent 
protection  in  a  time  of  European  peace;  we  must 
recur  to  it,  unless  another  l^eat  convulsion  should 
again  derange  all  the  institutions  of  the  civilized 
world.  The  policy  of  this  Qovernment  was  changed, 
not  because  it  was  found  unwise,  but  because  the 
continuance  of  the  wax  in  Europe  rendered  it  un- 
necessary. Then  other  nations  wanted  our  pro- 
visions ;  their  price  was  such  that  the  labor  of  this 
country  was  diverted  from  its  natural  course.  In- 
stead of  makixig,  we  imported  die  articles  of  com- 
mon consumption.  The  impost  was  found  sufficient 
for  all  our  wants.  But,  in  the  change  of  events.  En- 
rope  can  now  feed  herself^  and  can  compete  with 
us  in  other  markets  for  our  provisions.  Those 
nations  from  whom  we  import  the  most,  now 
refuse  to  receive  our  produce  at  any  price.  Thus 
there  has  been  a  radical  change  in  those  relations 
^with  other  nations,  which  gare  the  turn  to  our 
national  industry.  A  wise  legislature  will  and 
must  shape  its  internal  policy  to  meet  the  changes 
which  make  a  revision  necessary.  The  present  is 
not  a  forced,  but  the  natural  and  settled  state  of 
this  country.  The  event<;  of  the  last  thirty  years 
have  been  unparalleled  in  history;  we  must  not 
expect  their  recurrence,  at  least  m  our  time.  It 
reauires  no  reasoning  to  prove  that  measures  cal-* 
culated  on  a  general  war  in  Europe,  wiU  not  sm't 
a  general  state  of  peace ;  they  must  and  will  be 
controlled  by  circumstances.  We  ipost  look  to 
facts,  and  profit  by  experience.  BLfiTeets  wUl  tfow 
from  causes ;  they  cannot  be  averted  or  avoided ; 
we  must  meet  them  sooner  or  later.  It  is  best  not 
to  attempt  to  conceal  from  ourselves  or  the  nation 
the  necessity  of  coming  back  to  the  original  system 
on  which  this  Government  first  commenced  iu 
operations.  In  proposing  the  measures  which  the 
committee  have  reported,  we  have  thought  it  best 
to  avow  the  intention  to  be  such  a  change  in  our 
internal  policy  as  will  gradually  lead  the  people  ot 
this  country  to  be  independent  of  any  other  for  the 
essential  articles  of  subsistence,  and  the  means  ol 
defence.  We  well  know  it  is  a  thankless,  nngn- 
clous  task.  The  manufactnrers  complain  that  too 
little,  the  merchants  that  every  thing,  and  I  well 
know  that  here  it  is  thought  that  too  much  has  been 
done.  These  measures  have  caused  much  excite- 
ment. This  is  not  the  time  to  expect  that  justice 
will  be  done  to  our  motives.  But  the  commirree 
have  this,  and  it  is  no  small  satisfaction,  dat. 


ization,  impost  was  only  one,  not  the  exclusive   though  they  have  not  pleased  others,  they  have 
source  of  revenue.    As  soon  as  the  debts  of  the!  pleased  themselves.  Their  system  has  been  matured 


Revolution  were  assumed  by  the  New  Congress, 
a  system  of  excise  and  internal  taxation  was  re- 
sorted to,  as  a  paramount  means  of  paying  the 
interest  of  the  National  Debt.  Daring  tne  admin- 
istration of  General  WAftHmoTON  andhia  immedi- 
*te  successor,  an  exci«Q  on  spirits,^  snuffj  and  anuff 


with  much  miins,  and  with  the  most  anxious  desire 
to  relieve  alike  all  the  sufiering  interests  of  the 
country.  How  far  this  bill  is  so  calculated,  the 
House  will  Judge,  from  an  examination  and  com- 
parison with  the  existing  tariff,  which  I  vnB  now 
explain,  hegging  that  gentlonen  will  not  forget 
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one  thing — that  the  present  tariff  was  a  revenue 
bill,  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  more  to  aid  the  Treasury  than  to  protect 
the  industry  of  the  country.  The  report  of  Mr. 
Dallas  was  strongly  in  favor  of  domestic  manufac- 
tures 5  yet,  in  that  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  it  is  remarkable  that  the  word  manufac- 
tures is  not  mentioned.  I  presume  that  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  who  was  then  the 
chairman  of  that  committee,  had  then  the  same 
opinion  on  this  subject  that  he  now  entertains. 
\vhen  gentlemen  complain  of  the  extra  va^nt  pro- 
tection that  this  bill  affords  to  national  industry, 
they  are.  perhaps,  not  aware  that,  in  general,  it 
exceeds  Imt  in  a  small  degree  that  recommended, 
in  1816,  from  the  Treasury,  almost  exclusively  for 
revenue.  They  must  not  think  it  Strang  if  a 
Committee  of  Manufactures,  combining  this  with 
other  great  national  objects,  snould  have  felt  it  their 
duty  to  propose  some  changes  necessary  to  meet 
the  calls  of  the  country. 

The  bin  proposes — 

A  dnty  or  12A  per  cent,  ad  valorem  on  the  arti- 
cles enumerated  m  the  first  class,  and  20  per  cent, 
on  all  not  enumerated^  which  embrace  many  man- 
ufactures, but  which  It  was  thought  best  not  to 
particularize.  In  the  present  tariff,  these  were  at 
7^  and  15  per  cent.  The  committee  could  discern 
no  good  reason  for  leaving  them  at  this  low  rate 
of  duty,  and  were  abundantly  convinced  that,  for 
the  double  purpose  of  revenue  and  manufactures, 
the  proposed  rates  were  proper.  It  would  be  goine 
too  much  in  detail  to  trace  the  various  rates  of  ad 
valorem  duties  from  1739  to  1804.  In  that  year 
they  'were  permanently  fixed  at  12^,  15,  and  20 ; 
with  the  addition  of  the  Mediterranean  Fund,  they 
were  15, 17},  and  22},  and  continued  so  duriuf^  the 
most  proroerotts  period  of  our  commerce  and  re- 
venue, tilL  in  1812^  when  the  permanent  duties 
were  douUed,  making  27},  32},  and  42}.  They 
continued  so  until  1815,  after  the  peace,  when  the 
Mediterranean  Fund  ceased,  ana  the  duties  re- 
mained till  July,  1816,  at  the  rates  of  25,  30,  and 
40  per  cent  ad  valorem.  Had  they  remained  so, 
you  would  not  have  been  assailed  by  general  cries 
of  distress  from  all  parts  of  the  nation :  we  should 
have  enjoyed,  not  a  nominal,  but  a  real  independ- 
ence^ our  resources  would  not  have  been  sent 
abroad  to  protect  and  reward  the  industry  of  others, 
to  the  ruin  of  our  own  merchants,  manufacturers, 
and  formers.  But  it  was  thought  proper  to  reduce 
the  duties ;  and  the  fear  of  smuggling,  it  seems, 
is  assigned  as  the  reason.  I  am  not  enough  ac- 
quainted with  the  mysteries  of  commerce  to  know 
i^hat  Ls  the  smuggling  point. 

Gentlemen  may  talk  about  it  as  they  please; 
there  is  no  evidence  that  our  duties  have  ever  been 
^o  high  that  there  has  been  smuggling  to  any  great 
extent.  From  1804  to  1812  the  lowest  rate  of 
duties  was  12}  per  cent.;  we  heard  no  complaints 
then;  durinjg  tne  year  1815,  and  the  first  six 
months  of  1816,  the  lowest  duty  was  25  ^t  cent. 
The  importation  of  ad  valorem  articles  in  1815, 
amounted  to  eighty-six  millions  of  dollars,  and 
gentlemen  are  called  on  for  the  proof  of  smug- 
gling.    They  must  give  reasons  better  than  the 
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mere  suggestion  of  this  danger,  against  this  small 
increase  of  duties;  which  is^  in  efiect,  only  com- 
ing back  to  the  old  rates  before  the  war.  We  are 
not  to  be  deterred  by  threats  of  this  kind ;  and, 
judging  from  experience,  have  no  fears  that  an 
mcrease  of  duties,  even  to  the  war  rates,  would 
produce  this  effect ;  but  if  there  was  danger,  it  is 
no  argument  to  us  to  be  told  that  this  Government 
is  unable  to  enforce  measures  which  are  adopted 
as  necessary  to  the  general  welfare.  We  are  not 
so  weak;  our  laws  are  not  so  insufficient;  the 
rates  proposed  have  been  collected,  and  they  can 
and  will  be  collected  if  enacted.  When  the  dan- 
ger becomes  realized,  it  will  be  time  to  apply  the 
remedy.  While  it  is  merely  fanciful,  and,  as  I 
believe,  held  out  to  defeat  the  salutary  provisions 
of  this  bill.  I  shall  not  deem  it  worthy  of  further 
notice.  Tne  next  rate  of  duty  is  25  per  cent.;  in 
the  present  tariff  these  articles  are  rated  at  20,  but 
in  the  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  they  were  recommended  at  22.  I  hope 
it  will  not  be  thought  extravagant  that  we  pro- 
pose an  addition  of  three  per  cent.  Articles  of 
copper  are  at  present  at  25  per  cent.  One  expres- 
sion is  changed,  which  will  be  found  to  apply  to 
most  of  the  ad  valorem  articles  in  this  bill ;  m  the 
old  tariff  it  is  *' material  of  chief  value;"  this 
creates  great  difficulty  at  the  custom-house,  where 
an  article  is  composed  of  materials  payiujo^  a  dif- 
ferent rate  of  duty  :  it  is  generally  entertamed  as 
made  of  that  whicn  pays  lowest ;  thus  defrauding 
the  revenue  and  injuring  the  manufacturer.  To 
avoid  this,  the  committee  have  adopted  the  ex» 
pression  "  component  materiay  so  tnat  any  arti- 
cle composed  of  mixed  materials  pays  the  duty  of 
the  highest.  The  House  will  observe  that  there 
is  in  this  clause  a  drawback  of  the  duties  on  sheet 
copper,  used  in  building  or  repairing  ships ;  in  the 
present  tariff '^  copper  and  brass  in  pigs,  bars,  of 
plates,  suited  to  tne  sheathing  of  ships,''  is  duty 
free.  Under  this  clause  all  sheet  brass  and  cop- 
per imported,  for  whatever  purpose,  is  embraced, 
to  the  great  injury  of  one  class  of  manufactures, 
and  the  diminution  of  the  revenue.  While  the 
committee  are  fully  disposed  to  protect  that  most 
noble  manufacture,  a  ship,  they  are  unwiUing  that 
any  other  advantage  should  be  taken  of  a  provi- 
sion intended  solely  for  this  purpose.  It  is  believed 
that  this  object  is  fully  answered  by  the  proposed 
drawback.  It  has  been  submitted  to  intelligent 
and  experienced  merchants,  and  no  objections  have 
occurred.  While  on  this  subject,  I  must  no- 
tice some  publications  in  which  the  committee 
are  charged  with  hostility  to  commerce  and  ship- 
building, in  raising  the  duty  on  sheathing  copper 
and  sail  duck.  The  best  answer  to  the  cnarge  is, 
that  it  is  not  true;  in  fact  this  bill  proposes  no 
change  on  either ;  the  duck  is  an  important  article 
of  manufacture,  for  which  we  ought  not  to  be  de- 

Eendent  on  any  other  nation,  and  which  ought  to 
e  encouraged ;  yet  the  Committee  were  unwilling 
to  interfere  with  it.  We  expect  much  abuse  and 
have  received  no  little ;  but  let  me  give  one  word 
of  advice  to  those  inclined  to  bestow  it  so  liberally ; 
read  before  you  write. 

The  next  clause  proposes  a  duty  of  thirty-three 
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per  cent,  on  woollens.   In  Mr.  Dallas's  tariff  it  was 
proposed  at  twenty-eight.    On  cottons,  of  thirty- 
three  ;  the  same  as  proposed  by  him.    Both  are 
now  at  twenty-five.    These  being  among  the  most 
important  items  in  the  bill,  the  House  must  in- 
dulge me  in  going  fully  into  the  reasons  which 
have  induced  the  committee  to  propose  the  addi- 
tional duty.    It  would  seem  almost  unnecessary 
to  convince  this  House,  that  the  interest  of  the 
nation  required  that  it  should  clothe  itself;  that  it 
ought  to  feed  itself,  will  not  be  denied ;  yet  food 
is  not  more  necessary  than  raiment ;  and  I  cannot 
see  how  anv  people  can  be  independent  who  must 
look  abroaa  for  that.    At  all  events,  the  committee 
have  thought  that,  in  bottoming  this  bill  on  this 
national  principle,  that  we  ought  to  feed,  clothe, 
and  be  aole  to  defend  ourselves,  we  placed  it  on 
ground  that  could  not  easily  be  shaken.    Our  mo- 
tives rise  higher  than  the  interest  of  manufacturers; 
whether  they  make  or  lose  money  now ;  whether 
it  tends  to  enrich  one  or  another,  or  all  classes  of 
society.has  scarcely  entered  into  our  considera- 
tion.   The  nation  must  command  its  own  con- 
sumption, its  own  means  of  defence.    The  last 
war  found  us  destitute.    I  beg  the  House  to  re- 
member what  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  told 
U3  the  other  day ;  that  our  eallant  soldiers  were 
destitute  of  clothing,  until  the  Government  con- 
niyed  at  smuggling,  to  procure  cloth  from  the  na- 
tion with  whom  we  were  contending.    National 
i'eeling,  if  not  interest,  should  forbid  the  recurrence 
\>f  such  a  scene ;  it  snail  not  be  charged  on  the 
Committee  of  Manufactures.    If  it  was  right  in 
C1816  to  impose  a  duty  of  twenty-five  per  cent,  on 
Woollens  and  cottons,  principally  witn  a  view  to 
Irevenue,  there  will  be  found  a  strong  reason  for  its 
increase  in  the  duties  now  imposed  by  the  British 
Ofixovernment,  of  six  pence  sterling  on  every  pound 
K)f  wool,  and  six  per  cent,  eui  valorem  on  cotton 
iwool,  imported  after  the  5th  January,  1820.  Wool 
lias  been  an  article  of  export  from  this  country  to 
England.    The  new  duty  excludes  it ;  the  ports 
are  now  shut  against  your  provisions ;  they  will 
not  permit  its  importation  till  the  price  of  wheat 
is  ten  shillings  sterling  a  bushel.    Let  those  who 
complain  so  much  that  the  agricultural  interest, 
will  suffer  by  this  bill,  reflect  on  these  facts.   Let  the 
farmer  decide  whetner  it  is  most  for  his  interest 
to  purchase  his  clothing  from  the  foreign  manu-. 
facturer,  who  will  purchase  neither  his  wool  nor 
his  provisions;  or  the  domestic  one,  who  will  give 
him  a  market  for  both,  in  his  anxiety  to  guard 
against  the  profits  which  may  accrue  to  his  neigh- 
bors and  countrymen,  by  the  success  of  their  man- 
ufactures.   Let  him  be  sure  that  he  falls  into  bet- 
ter hands  by  trusting  himself  to  the  liberality  of 
foreigners.    It  is  feared  that  there  will  be  a  mo- 
nopoly and  a  desire  of  speculation,  if  our  own  coun- 
trymen can  supply  our  demands ;  yet  there  seems 
to  be  no  fear  that  our  course  of  policy  should  give 
that  monopoly  to  the  British  manufacturers.  Hun- 
dreds, thousands  of  our  citizens,  are  out  of  employ- 
ment; they  would  add  infinitely  to  the  national 
wealth,  to  our  independence,  and  save  its  resources 
at  home,  if  their  labor  was  employed  in  converting 
our  raw  materials  into  fabrics  tor  our  own  use. 


But  it  is  contended  that  our  true  policy  is  to  employ 
the  labor  of  other  nations,  pay  tnem  the  profits  of 
their  manufactures,  for  tlie  purpose  of  directing 
the  industry  of  ours  to  productions  which,  can  find 
no  market  abroad,  and  have  no  value  at  home. 
These  new  duties  imposed  in  England  on  wool 
and  cotton,  ought  to  awaken  us  to  our  situation ; 
no  part  of  the  country  ought  to  be  more  alire  to 
their  effects  than  that  from  which  the  opposition  to 
this  measure  is  the  greatest.  England  does  not 
wish  to  encourage  the  cotton  of  America.  She 
gives  you  unequivocal  indications  of  her  policy. 
She  will  take  it  till  her  colonies  can  furnish  her 
supplies.  Though  her  best  customer,  though  she 
now  depend  on  us  for  the  raw  material  to  support 
her  manufactures,  she  takes  wool  from  the  conti- 
nent, cotton  from  us ;  but  imposes  beary  import 
duties,  which  are  paid  by  us  who  consume  the 
manufactured  articles.  We  thus  famish  her  Gov- 
ernment with  revenue,  her  laborers  with  employ- 
ment, while  ours  are  idle. 

I  am  afraid  we  are  not  aware  of  the  faoid  and 
dangerous  experiment  we  are  trying.  We  are  now 
to  decide  on  the  course  of  internal  policy  which 
shall  best  develope  die  resources,  promote  the  in- 
dustry, and  secure  the  independence  of  the  coun- 
try. Is  there  not  some  danger  of  our  errine, 
by  adopting  the  system  which  liest  accords  wim 
the  views  of  the  British  Government  ?  If  it  were 
submitted  to  them  to  choose  a  set  of  measures  for 
us  which  would  best  promote  their  interest,  we 
well  know  it  would  be  such  as  would  secure  to 
their  merchants,  manufacturers,  and  mechanic:^, 
the  supply  of  all  our  articles  of  consumption  and 
defence ;  to  give  to  them  the  employment  of  the 
labor  and  the  profits  of  converting  the  raw  ma- 
terials into  fabrics  for  use.  It  is  the  source  of  their 
national  greatness ;  the  great  object  to  which  all 
their  efforts  are  directed ;  their  policy  is  most  un* 
yielding  and  unbendingi  It  has  existed  for  ages, 
and  been  completed  by  a  steady  and  uniform  series 
of  legislation ;  they  have  not  left  things  to  **  resu- 
late  themselves ;"  this  has  not  been,  it  will  not  be, 
their  maxim;  but  th^  wish  to  see  it  adopted  by 
those  who  are  to  be  the  dupes  of  their  policy. 
What  is  sound  political  economy  there,  is,  it  seems, 
here  the  ra  vingof  madness,  the  result  of  empiricism  *, 
yet  it  would  excite  some  sensation  in  this  House  if 
the  Ministers  of  England  should  formallT  present 
us  with  a  plan  for  our  adoption;  we  snould,  at 
least,  inquire  whether  it  was  the  result  of  their 
friendship  to  us.  and  whether  it  would  not  be  as 
safe  to  trust  to  the  opinion  and  advice  of  our  own 
statesmen.  To  import  only  our  raw.  materials  and 
provisions,  to  be  our  exclusive  merchants  and  car- 
riers, was  their  colonial  policy  before  the  Revolu- 
tion. The  great  men  whose,  wisdom  carried  u> 
through  that  struggle,  did  not  then  think  that  the 
system  of  interniu  policy  whieh  was  best  calcu- 
lated to  secure  our  independence  and  to  coerce 
England  to  respect  our  rights,  was  to  afford  em- 
ployment to  her  citizens,  encouragement  to  her 
artificers,  to  the  impoverishment  of  our  own. 

The  immortal  Congress  of  1774,  entered  into 
an  agreement  not  to  export  any  produce  to  Eng- 
land, to  import  no  goods  from  that  country,  to 
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consame  none  made  there ;  and  denounced,  as  en- 
emies to  American  libertr,  any  person  who  would 
iriolate  this  agreement.    It  has  nerer  been  charged 
on  Bonaparte  that  he  was  deficient  in  foresight, 
or  did  not  imderstand  the  mode  of  attacking  his 
enemy.    His  continental  system  was  not  aimed  at 
the  ijmaence  or  political  power  of  England,  but 
against  her  manufactures.    That  he  knew  to  be 
t£e  source  of  her  power,  and  there  he  attacked 
her.    To  save  them,  Bndand  fought  and  subsi- 
dized all  Europe.    There  has  been  a  strange  rev- 
ohition  in  the  moriil  world,  if  the  connexion  be- 
tween causes  and  effects  is  now  dissolred ;  if  the 
measures  whieh,  in  1774,  were  necessary  to  se- 
cure, would  now  be  destructive,  of  the  great  inter- 
eAsof  this  nsuion.    We  have  been  taught  to  look 
with  veneration  to  that  Congress ;  it  is,  indeed,  a 
change,  when  we  forget  .their  nfrnxims ;  and,  in 
eontencKiig  with  the  same  nation,  for  the  same 
rights,  reject  amd  spurn  their  principleis  as  wild 
ami  ruinous,  anxious  to  adopt  those  recommended 
by  the  Iffinistry  and  poHtical  economists  of  Eng- 
land.   Thb  is,  at  an  evehts,  a  dangerous  expen- 
tt^nt ;  before  we  trust  too  much  on  it^  we  ought 
te  be  sure  that  the  solid  interests  of  the  country, 
afid  not  its  destmetion,  is  their  governing  princi- 
ple;   If  will  be  said  that  more  liberal  ideas  are 
now  adopted  by  other  nations ;  that  the  principles 
of  political  eeonomy*are  now  better  understood. 
France  has  been  ihentioned ;  but  when  her  tariff 
is  examined,  it  will  be  found  to  be  more  rigid — ^to 
contain  more  prohibitions  than  that  of  England. 
As  to  us,  it  contains  some  provisions  which.  I 
tfadnk,  cvmiot  fail  to  alarm  the  amculturists,  the 
cotton  planters  of  this  country.    It  is  worthy  the 
attention  of  this  House  to  look  at  their  import 
duties  on  eottoa  wool : 

From  India,  30  t  per  100  kil^  equal  to  $3  per  cwt 
Other  countries   out  of  Europe,  40  f.  per  100  kil., 

e^ttal  to  $4  per  cwt. 
Bnt^epoti^  60  f.  per  100  kil.,  equal  to  $5  per  cwt. 
Tarkey,  15  £  per  100  kil.,  equal  to  $1  ftO  per  cwt. 
Ffftneh  eotonies,  10  f.  per  100  kil.,  equal  to  $t  per 

This  short'  item  contains  much  information  and 
insttuelioii.    Their  whole  tariff  breathes  against 
yocnr  agrieulttire  and  commerce  a  spirit  of  hostil- 
ity as  unequiTOcal  as  any  regulation  of  England ; 
as  to  cotton  more  so ;  it  is  a  duty  of  four  dollars 
pifr  100  pounds ;  equal  to  30per  cent,  ad  valorem, 
OR  the  raw  nu&terial,  while  England  imposes  only 
& ;  that  it  is  aimed  at  this  country  is  evident  from 
its  htmg  f8  50  per  100  pounds,  more  than  on  cot- 
ton from  Tni^e3r,  and  one  dollar  more  than  from 
India.    If  it  is  a  reason  why  the  cotton  of  Tur- 
k^  should  he  preferred  on  account  of  the  profits 
of  her  tf^de;  it  cannot  extend  to  India,  to  which 
they  export  little ;  but  ought  to  bear  lightly  on  us, 
as  we  are  one  of  the  best  customers  of  France  for 
her  wines,  brandy,  silks,  cotton,  and  small  wares. 
She  requires  our  cotton  now,  but  this  duty  is  an 
earnest  of  wliat  you  may  expect  from  her  when 
she  can  procure  a  supply  from  her  colonies  or 
other  countries.     She  receives  your  tobacco,  but 
takes  care  to  exclude  us  from  all  chance  of  a  com- 
petition in  the  market,  by  compelling  a  sale  to  the 


Government,  who  buy  at  their  own  price.  Rice, 
from  India,  pays  one  dollar  per  100  j  from  Amer- 
ica, two  dollars.  Thus,  we  find  the  two  nations 
with  whom  our  intercourse  is  the  greatest,  pursue 
the  same  policy  as  to  our  great  agricultural  pro- 
ducts, the  only  ones  they  receive  from  us :  tney 
are  enriched  oy  the  manufacture  of  it — ^we  pur- 
chase immense  quantities  of  their  cottons,  and 
woollens,  and  silks ;  ^these  favors  produce  no  re- 
laxation on  their  part.  Our  agriculture  and  man- 
ufactures are  now  prostrate,  and  commerce  goes 
next.  With  England  it  is  safe,  not  because  it  can 
regulate  itself,  but  because  it  is  regulated  by  a  con- 
vention, to  the  observance  of  which  the  national 
faith  is  pledged.  With  France  we  have  none. 
Your  ships  are  now  said  to  be  virtually  excluded 
from  their  ports.  This  part  of  your  commerce  is 
now  to  be  protected  by  reflations — by  a  bill  now 
on  your  taole,  laying  a  duty  of  eighteen  dollars 
per  ton  on  Frencn  shippin|^.  This  code,  remem- 
Der,  is  not  the  offspring  of  the  age  of  benighted 
iffuorance,  prejudice,  or  exploded  theories,  or  of 
the  man  against  whom  all  Europe  combined ;  but 
in  1817,  by  the  Government  which  has  been  re- 
stored by  a  common  struggle,  existing  in  all  the 
effulgence  of  the  light  whicn  has  been  shed  on  the 
subiect  by  their  own  and  English  writers  on  polit- 
ical economy,  who  are  not  reg^arded  by  the  Gov- 
ernments where  they  live;  whose  books  are  for 
exportation,  not  for  nome  consumption,  and  now 
for  sale  in  your  lobby,  to  enlighten  you  on  the 
merits  of  this  bill.  It  is  a  matter  of  much  regret 
to  me  to  find  their  opinions  quoted  with  respect 
here,  when  they  are  disregarded  where  they  are 
known.  There  is  no  country  but  this  that  studi- 
ously leaves  her  great  concerns  to  regulate  them- 
selves. They  are  all  guarded  and  preserved  by 
regulations  of  the  most  rigorous  kind.  Yet  it 
seems  to  be  expected  that,  when  our  establish- 
ments are  obliged  to  contend  with  those  of  other 
countries,  the  latter,  aided  by  all  the  force  and  in- 
fluence of  public  opinion  and  legislation,  ours  can 
succeed  against  this  unequal  competition,  the  ne- 
glect of  Government  and  public  prejudice.  If  the 
nations  with  whom  we  vie  wouid  adopt  the  same 
maxims,  then  the  industry  of  the  country  would 
protect  Itself.  All  that  is  asked  is  to  meet  regti- 
lation  by  regulation,  and  thus  make  the  competi- 
tion fair  and  equal.  Apply  to  their  products  the 
same  rule  that  they  apply  to  ours ;  if  they  tax  our 
raw  materials,  tax  their  manufactures  to  the  en- 
couragement of  ouris ;  if  they  exclude  our  provis- 
ions, exclude  their  products;  let  our  legislation 
keep  pace  with  theirs  j  then  our  industry  will  be 
protected,  foreign  nations  will  be  compelled  to  ob- 
serve, practically,  the  rule  which  they  discard  from 
iheit  code,  but  press  into  ours — "  let  things  regu- 
late themselves."  I  shall  be  satisfied  with  any 
course  if  it  is  uniform.  No  regulation,  or  regula- 
tion against  regulation.  If  these  views,  or  any  of 
them,  are  correct,  it  will  not  be  thought  unreason- 
able that  the  committee  have  recommended  an  ad- 
ditional duty  on  cotton  and  woollens  of  eight  per 
cent. ;  it  is  not  so  much  a  protecting  as  a  counter- 
vailing duty,  to  counteract  the  new  duties  imposed 
in  France  and  England  on  our  cotton  and  wool. 
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Had  these  duties  existed,  or  been  known  at  the 
time  of  forming  our  present  tariff,  it  is  but  reason- 
able to  believe  that  the  duty  would  have  been 
higher.    The  proposed  addition  is  certainly  mod- 
erate, and  consistent  with  every  principle  of  na- 
tional   interest.    The  minimum    has   not   been 
changed.    It  is  proper  here  to  remark  that,  by 
estimating  all  cotton  goods  to  have  cost  25  cents 
a  yard,  and  assessing  the  duty  on  that  sum,  the 
coarser  cottons  of  India  have  been  excluded  ;  and 
I  beg  the  House  not  to  lose  sight  of  one  fact, 
which  is  admitted  by  all  to  be  true,  that  coarse 
domestic  cottons  are  now  made  cheaper  than  they 
were  ever  imported.    The  remark  is  equally  true 
of  nails,  and  every  other  article  of  which  this 
country  commands  the  consumption.    The  do- 
mestic competition  will  have  this  effect  on  every 
article.    This  fact  oufht  to  quiet  the  fears  of  gen- 
tlemen who  affect  to  think  that  the  encouragement 
of  domestic  industry  tends  to  take  from  the  many 
a  bounty,  for  the  benefit  of  the  few.    Such  has 
been  the  case  in  all  other  countries — those  which 
exclude  the  importation  of  foreign  fabrics,  always 
undersell  those  who  leave  thin^  to  regulate  them- 
selves.   The  experience  of  nations,  for  ages,  can- 
not deceive  us ;  it  is^  at  all  events,  not  safe  to 
adopt  theories,  and  reject  the  lights  of  history  and 
experience.    Let  us  follow  the  course  which  has 
lea  other  nations  to  greatness;  it  will  be  time  to 
prefer  theory  to  fact,  to  adopt  the  dreams  of  spec-  I 
ulative  writers,  when  we  shall  have  discovered 
that  the  principles  which  make  others  rich,  will 
impoverish  us:  that  the  path  which  conducts 
others  to  wealth  and  power,  will  lead  us  to  pov- 
erty and  colonial  dependence.    In  a  word,  that  if 
we  sell  more  than  we  buy,  if  our  income  exceeds 
our  expenditure,  we  are  ruined.    That,  if  the  far- 
mer buys  his  goods  from  those  who  buy  his  pro- 
duce, and  gives  it  a  value  at  home  which  it  has 
not  abroad,  he  pays  a  bounty  to  the  manufacturer. 
It  will  be  observed  that  this  bill  recommends  an 
additional  duty  on  cottons  from  beyond  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  of  seven  per  cent,  and  of  ten  on 
silks.    It  was  done  for  these  reasons:  that  the 
countries  whence  these  articles  are  imported  con- 
sume none  of  our  raw  materials,  afford  no  market 
for  our  produce,  employ  none  of  the  labor,  and 
exhaust  the  specie  oi  the  country.    It  is  but  fair 
that  a  preference  should  be  given  to  the  fabrics  of 
those  nations  who  receive  from  us  something  in 
return.    There  was  an  additional  reason  why  the 
committee  thought  it  best  to  make  this  discrimi- 
nation.   It  is  a  matter  of  serious  complaint  that 
the  duties  imposed  by  the  French  Government  on 
American  tonnage  have  nearly  destroyed  our  com- 
merce with  France.    It  is  now  said  to  be  cheaper 
to  send  a  cargo  there  in  a  French  ship  and  pay 
freight,  than  in  one  of  ours  and  pay  none;  the 
difference  of  the  duties  and  charges  is  estimated 
at  about  three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  a 
voyage.    This  is  another  consequence  of  the  peace 
in  Europe ;  every  nation  is  now  desirous  of  re- 
claiming its  own  commerce,  of  carrying  its  own 
productions,   and    bringing  back   the  articles  it 
wants.    Wc  have  had  the  carrying  trade  of  the 
world;  the  protection  of  our  flag  was  wanted; 


now  every  flag  protects  itself;  the  commerce  of 
other  nations  will  be  increased  at  the  expense  of 
ours.    Regulations  which  are    to    produce  this 
effect  cannot  be  called  hostile  or  unfriendly ;  they 
result  from  the   desire  which  all  Governments 
ought  to  feel  of  protecting  their  own  interest ;  it 
is  equally  vain  for  us  to  expect  our  commerce  to 
be  what  it  has  been,  as  that  the  nations  of  Europe 
will  give  ours  a  preference  to  their  own ;  (these 
are  maxims  reserved  for  our  adoption.)    How  to 
shape  our  course  of  legislation  on  this  sabject  is  a 
matter  of  extreme  difficulty.    Committees  of  Che 
House  have  different  plans ;  a  system  of  conuner- 
cial  warfare  is  recommended,  in  the  hope  that 
France  will  relax  in  hers.    We  have  thought  it 
safest  to  make  an  appeal,  not  to  her  feais,  but  to 
her  interest ;  to  give  her  a  peace  offering  by  pire- 
ferrine  hers  to  the  fabrics  oi  India^  rather  than  to 
provoke  by  excluding  her  ships  from  our  ports. 
As  it  affects  merely  the  manufactures  of  the  coon- 
try,  the  latter  would  be  the  course  to  be  pursued ; 
for  iL  in  the  prosecution  of  this  war  of  legislation, 
she  should  exclude  our  cotton,  the  raisers  of  it 
will  join  us  in  creating  a  market  at  home.    In 
thus  recommending  the  measure  which  is  opposed 
to  the  interest  of  those  for  whose  exdusire  benefit 
the  committee  are  said  to  be  acting,  we  hope  to 
avoid  the  imputation  of  hostility  to  commerceL 
The  navi^tion  acts  on  your  table  are  bold  mea- 
sures, designed  to  compel  the  two  most  powerful 
nations  of  Europe  to  give  up  their  favorite  sys- 
tems of  commercial  and  colonial  policy,  not  the 
expedients  of  yesterday  or  the  moment,  but  settled, 
matured,  and  acted  on  for  more  than  a  century ; 
which  have  entered  into  aU  their  favorite  i^ans  of 
commercial  and  naval  greatness.    In  such  a  con- 
test there  is  much  risked ;  if  these  measures  pro- 
duce the  desired  effect,  I  shall  not  be  amoog  the 
last  to  rejoice ;  but  if  they  fail,  if,  instead  of  sav* 
ing  they  destroy  your  commerce;  if,  instead  of 
producing  a  relaxation,  they  only  add  rigM^  to  the 
regulations  they  are  intended  to  counteract,  it  shall 
not  be  charged  on  the  Committee  of  AfonutacUues 
that  it  was  a  part  of  their  system.    Had  these 
navigation  acts  emanated  from  us,  I  well  know- 
the  clamor  which  would  have  been  excited ;  as 
they  have  come  from  the  Commercial  Committee, 
they  will  be  hailed  by  the  mercantile  interests  as 
the  means  of  restoring  commerce,  and  I  hope  they 
may  prove  so;  but,  having  a  different  opinion, 
fearful  that  this  measure  would  recoil  upon  us, 
destroying  what  it  was  intended  to  save,  we  have 
inserted  this  feature  in  the  hill.    A  duty  of  25  per 
cent,  is  proposed  on  linen  and  a  minimus  of  25 
cents.    The  rate  proposed  by  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  in  1816,  was  20 ;  it  was  fixed 
at  15.    This  is  one  of  the  most  important  items 
of  domestic  consumption ;  flax,  the  raw  maienal, 
raised  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  is  not  an  article 
of  export  to  any  extent ;  linen  is  one  of  the  most 
favored  manufactures  of  England,  it  pays  no 
excise  for  home  consumption ;  and  the  Govern* 
ment  pays  a  custom-house  bounty  of  25  per  cent. 
(on  coarse  fabrics)  when   exported.     Wooflena 
and  plain  cottons  receive  none ;  the  duty  on  them, 
therefore,  operates  for  the  double  purpose  of  reve- 
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nue  and  a  preference  of  ours  orer  the  imported 
article.  Bat,  as  to  linen,  the  present  duty  only 
operates  as  a  tax  on  our  own  consumption,  being 
10  per  cent,  less  than  the  British  export  bounty ; 
affording,  contrary  to  all  principles  of  a  wise 
policy,  a  decided  preference  for  a  foreign  manu- 
facture. It  is  impossible  to  imagine  any  sound 
reason  for  leaving  this  most  important  article  so 
wholly  unprotected.  In  the  present  tariff,  if  the 
committee  hare  erred,  it  is  in  not  proposing  a  still 
higher  rate  of  duty ;  on  coarse  linen  it  only  equals 
the  boanty ;  and  then,  so  far  as  respects  the  com- 
petition with  our  fabrics,  makes  it  duty  free ;  on 
the  finer,  it  has  some  small  operation  as  a  protect- 
ing duty.  This  increase  ol  duty  on  linen  has 
caused  much  complaint.  The  House  will  now 
judge  w^ith  what  reason  this  bill  is  called  an 
extraTagant  one.  The  other  objections,  when 
examined,  will  be  found  to  have  no  more  founda- 
tion than  this. 

The  next  clause  proposes  a  duty  of  30  per  cent, 
on  silk  from  India,  20  from  other  places :  it  now 
pays  15.     No  good  reason  could  be  discovered  for 
so  low  a  rate ;  it  is  an  article  used  mostly  by  the 
rich ;  there  is  less  danger  of  smuggling  than  on 
most  others ;  it  is  imported  only  in  Targe  and  val- 
uable ships,  and,  if  irom  India,  is  allowed  to  be 
landed  only  in  specified  ports.    A  very  intelligent 
merchant  mm  6oston  recommended  a  duty  of  33 
per  cent,  (m  all  kinds,  from  every  country  alike: 
there  will  probaUjr  be  no  objection  to  the  proposed 
increase.     Raw  silk  is  made  duty  free  in  this, 
^otigh  in  the  present  tariff  it  paid  the  same  duty 
as  the  manufactured.    Printen  books  are  at  35—- 
the  same  as  proposed  by  Mr.  Dallas  in  1816 ;  they 
pay  15  at  present.    Paper  and  leather — ^the  raw 
materials  are  now  at  30 ;  the  manufactured  article 
should  be  higher,  as  it  gives  employment  to  much 
of  the  labor  and  a  market  for  many  of  the  prod- 
ucts of  the  country.    If  imported  for  colleges,  &c., 
they  are  duty  free ;  if  for  common  sale,  they  are  a 
most  important  article  of  consumption,  and,  like 
others,  showikl  be  made  at  home ;  if  tor  mere  amuse- 
ment or  works  of  taste,  they  are  fair  subjects  of 
.  revenue :  none  can  better  afford  to  pay  taxes  than 
men  of  leisure  and  wealth.     If  any  gentleman 
thinks  a  discrimination  ought  to  be  made,  so  as  to 
impose  a  lower  rate  of  duty  on  works  of  science 
ana  hteratnre,  there  will  be  no  objection.     The 
other  items  in  this  clause  are  generally  at  35  jger 
cent. — the  same  as  recommended  by  Mr.  Dallas — 
and  in  the  present  tariff  are  rated  at  30.    The 
House  will  tnus  perceive,  that  on  articles  paying 
an  ad  valorem  duty,  the  proposed  increase  is  gen- 
erally from  5  to  10  per  cent.    If  the  only  protection 
ofiered  by  this  bill  to  the  national  industry  consist- 
ed in  the  mere  rate  of  duties,  they  will  be  found 
not  to  come  up  to  what  are  generally  called  pro- 
ieetinffj  but  would  be  justified  for  the  mere  purpose 
of  revetme.     The  committee  were  sensible  that  if 
all  the  protection  necessary  was  in  the  imposition 
of  high  duties,  that  the  crv  of  extravagance  and 
sttkuggling  might  defeat  tneir  measures.     They 
have  thought  the  object  could  be  better  accom- 
plished hy  adding  such  provisions  to  the  bill  as 
would  efitectoaUy  secure  the  collection  of  the  du- 


ties imposed,  and  so  to  apportion  them  as  to  pro- 
duce not  only  revenue  by  the  consumption,  but  be 
in  some  measure  a  discrimination  between  the  for- 
eign and  domestic  manufacture.  In  this  view  we 
hope  that  all  will  concur. 

The  mode  of  ascertaining  the  value  of  goods  on 
which  a  duty  is  to  be  assessed,  has  been  attended 
with  much  uifficulty — an  almost  constant  war  be- 
tween the  merchants  and  the  officers  of  the  cus- 
toms, and  has  been  of^en  changed.  The  original 
mode  of  ascertaining  the  value  ^^  at  the  time  and 
place  of  importation,'^  prescribed  by  the  act  of 
1790,  was  the  fairest  and  most  equitable ;  as  an 
ad  valorem  duty,  it  was  in  fact  what  it  purported 
to  be-^o  much  per  cent,  on  the  value.  But,  as  a 
different  standard  of  valuation  has  long  since  been 
adopted,  it  was  thought  best  not  so  much  to  alter 
as  to  modify  it.  The  mode  proposed  in  this  bill 
has  been  pursued ;  but  the  Committee  are  not  te- 
nacious on  this  point.  There  is,  however,  one 
feature  in  this  clause  which  is  deemed  of  infinite 
importance  to  the  manufacturing  interests,  and 
which  the  House  must  indulge  me  with  explain- 
ing. It  is  the  addition  to  the  valuation  of  all  draw- 
backs, bounties,  premiums,  and  allowances,  which 
are  paid  by  foreign  Governments  on  exportation, 
and  assessing  the  ad  valorem  duty  on  the  aggre- 
gate value  thus  ascertained.  It  is  somewhat  sin- 
gular that  our  system  of  imports,  which  is  avow- 
edly for  the  double  purpose  of  revenue  and  the 
protection  of  our  own  manufactures,  should  have 
overlooked  this  provision,  which  is  indispensable 
for  the  latter.  The  House  will  at  once  perceive 
that,  if  the  foreign  export  bounty  equals  our  im- 
post duty  on  the  saine  article,  tne  duty  is  only  a 
tax  on  the  consumption  of  our  own  citizens ;  the 
foreign,  article  comes  into  the  market  on  the  same 
terms  as  the  domestic ;  this  is  fully  exemplified  in 
the  article  of  linen.  The  British  Government  pay 
the  exporter  25  per  cent,  bounty ;  ours,  charging 
the  importer  25  per  cent,  import  duty,  it  thence  be- 
comes duty  free.  At  the  present  auty  of  15  per 
cent,  the  importer  has  a  clear  profit  of  10  per  cent, 
after  paying  our  duty.  This  is  certainly  left- 
handed  protection  to  manufactures.  Hence  it  is. 
that,  witnout  inquiry  into  the  cause,  we  are  tola 
you  fie  unreasonable ;  no  duties  will  satisfy  you. 
The  great  reason  why  many  of  the  present  ones 
are  incompetent  is.  that  they  are  checked  and  ren- 
dered unavailing  oy  this  artful  and  masterly  sys- 
tem of  bounties  and  drawbacks.  It  is  the  true 
secret  by  which  to  account  for  the  immense  wealth 
and  power  of  a  nation  whose  population  but  little 
exceeds  our  own.  She  is  too  wise  to  trust  to  im- 
posts as  the  sole  source  of  revenue — commands 
her  own  consumption,  draws  the  chief  support  of 
her  Government  by  an  excise  on  her  manufac- 
tures ;  they  afford  materials  and  open  new  sources 
of  commerce ;  her  system  of  bounties  enables  her 
to  undersell  other  nations  in  their  own  ports,  while 
her  political  economists  mislead  us  by  their  specu- 
lative and  ruinous  theories.  The  article  of  linen 
folly  illustrates  her  policy.  Though  her  taxes  and 
expenses  are  enormously  oppressive  on  the  people, 
yet  the  makers  of  linen  pay  none,  no  excise  on 
their  materials  or  manufacture ;  to  encourage  this 
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fabric,  which  unites  the  three  great  interests  of  as- 
ricultiire,  commerce,  and  manufactures,  she  wisely 
apportions  the  burdens  of  her  Grovernment  so  as  to 
leave  this  unembarrassed.  This  accounts  for  the 
cheapness  of  the  article  at  home,  and,  added  to  the 
enormous  bounty  on  the  export,  gives  the  true  rea- 
son for  underselling  us.  Let  the  British  abolish 
this  system,  let  an  article  pay  tjhe  same  price  for 
home  consumption  as  for  exportation,  it  will  then 
be  seen  there  is  not  much  difference  betwieen  man- 
ufacturing here  ^nd  there.  One  article  pays  an 
enormous  excise,  another  none ;  let  them  be  equal- 
ized, and  neither  have  an  exnort  bounty,  in  the 
aggre^te  it  will  be  found  tnat  we  could  meet 
them  m  market^  if  not  without  any,  with  a  small 
rate  of  protectmg  duty.  Let  cottons,  woollens, 
and  linens,  pay  the  same  excise  as  glass,  beer,  and 
spirits,  ana  cost  to  the  consumer  in  this  countrv  as 
much  as  they  do  in  Elngland,  you  would  becalled 
on  for  little  further  protectiou  to  our  industry.  The 
manufacture  of  these  articles  pays  no  part  of  the 
expenses  of  their  Government,  is  burdened  with 
no  taxes,  because  they  are  the  sources  of  their 
greatness^  the  machinery  by  which  they  draw  to 
themselves  the  resources  oi  all  nations  who  pur- 
chase them:  retaining  us,  their  commercial,  naval, 
and  political  rivals,  i  n  a  state  of  colonial  vassal^e.  It 
would  be  right  and  fair  to  aim  at  once  at  this  sys- 
tem, by  adding  to  the  ad  valorem  a  specific  duty 
equal  to  the  bounty  paid,  and  drawback  of  excise 
allowed  on  the  exportation.  Then  our  duties  mkrht 
be  called  protecting  ones,  and  be  said  tp  afford  effi- 
cient protection  to  our  manufactures;  then  the 
competition  would  be,  on  national  and  individual 
grounds,  a  fair  one;  but  the  committee,  aware 
that  this  is  the  first  attempt  to  introduce  such  a 
principle  into  our  code,  that  it  would  not  be  pru- 
dent tQ  attempt  too  much  at  once,  only  propose 
to  consider  the  bounty  and  draw^ck  as  a  part  of 
the  original  cost  on  which  the  duty  is  to  be  as- 
sessed. To  exemplify  this — on  lineu  a  duty  of  25 
per  cent  would  only  counteract  the  bounty ;  we 
recommend  the  addition  of  only  one-fourth  of  that 
amount.  It  is  not  to  introduce  a  war  of  legisla- 
tiouj  but  in  some  measure  to  countervail  the  asso- 
ciation of  their  system ;  increased  duties  will  be 
imperative  when  they  are  evaded  by  increased 
bounties. 

I  hope  these  principles  will  meet  the  approbation 
of  the  House;  if  they  do  not,  all  our  laws  will  be 
vain;  we  had  better  say  at  once  to  those  who  want 
protection, "  let  things  regulate  themselves."  If 
It  is  proper  to  act  at  sul,  we  must  act  efficiently ; 
the  interests  of  our  country  are  assailed  by  an  ene- 
my deep  in  his  designs^  persevering  in  their  execu- 
tion, governed  by  a  spirit  ever  awake  and  watch- 
ful, oeterred  by  no  opposition,  subdued  by  no 
difficulties— -the  wisdom  and  tae  resources  of  a 
mighty  empire  directed  to  one  great  object,  the 
supply  of  foreign  nations  with  the  articles  of  con- 
sumption. Great  as  she  is,  we  can  meet  her  in  open 
war,  can  beat  her  on  the  land,  the  water,  and  in 
the  Cabinet  but  succumb  in  legislation ;  become 
the  dupes  or  her  policy,  quietly  indifferent  to  the 
exhaustion  of  our  resources,  which  flow  to  her  in 
one  constant  increasing  current.    Our  dependence 


on  her  almost  daily  increasing,  she  exulting  i&  Ok 
successful  operations  of  her  policy,  relieTd  ftm 
the  expense  of  governing  us,  enjoyiog  ail  the  bene- 
fits we  could  anbrd  her  as  colonies. 

When  other  interests  are  endangeied  by  foreign 
powers  or  regulation^  you  are  not  baekward  in  l^ 
sisting  them  at  the  risk  of  a  war ;  if  a  slup  or  cargo 
is  seized,  a  seaman,  native  or  naturalize^,  in- 
pressed,  or  discriminating  duties  impoied  on  ton- 
nage,  you  do  not  leave  things  to  "n^golate  them- 
selves:" every  thing  is  protected,  eT«iy  thing 
defended,  but  manufactoiea— thjose  alone  an  un- 
worthy of  national  protection.  Pecnttandorders 
in  council  that  embarrass  commerce  an  not  suf- 
fered to  onerate  unmolested,  but  a  system  of  boun- 
ties and  drawbacks,  destructive  not  only  of  inter- 
ests equally  important,  but  in  their  cowequences 
involving  all  m  one  common  destmction,  m 

f»racticauy  opposed  only  by  the  fkvorite  auuimt 
eave  us  alone,  let  them  rcjzulate  thcmselres.  1 
hope  we  shall  extend  it  to  au,  or  be  coafkleQtand 
f^>ply  it  to  none.    We  are  ind^[wndent  in  name, 
have  the  powers  of  self-government,  hot  tamely 
content  ourselves  with  being  dependent  on  our 
rival  for  articles  of  necessity  and  the  means  of 
defence.    We  cannot  clothe  or  arm  our  iddieis, 
build  or  equip  ^  navy. '  without  procuriag  fmn 
£lnffland  the  means.    Natio^  pride  and  koiwr 
ou^t  to  revolt  at  the  demding  mection.  1  hope 
to  see  the  dav  when,  in  aiU  command  of  our  coo- 
sun4>tion  and  means  of  defence,  our  resouices  re- 
tained at  home,  our  great  interests  safe  from  fof- 
eign  competition,  we  shall  be  in  fact,  as  well  via 
name,  free  and  independent  Slates.    This  coa- 
summation  will  not  bjs  brought  about  by  folding 
our  arms  and  leaving  the  industry  of  the  ooaatiy 
to  re||gulate  itself.    It  was  not  thus  that,  in  thefint 
Punic  war,  you  eo^erged  from  colonial  depeadeooe; 
that,  in  the  second,  you  successfully  defended  four 
dearest  national  rights.    Before  we  can  be  what 
our  resources  enable  us  to  attain,  you  must  wage 
the  third  Punic  war,  not  of  arms,  but  of  l«gislition; 
assail  our  rival  where  she  is  vulnerable,  in  the 
source  of  our  greatest  daiiger ;  her  aysteott  of 
bounties,  drawbacks,  and  premiums,  and  in  h^ 
manufactures,  where  \he  Congress  of  1774  assaded 
her;  go  at  hast  as  far  as  aei/-defence  wiU  author- 
ize— protect  our  oiim. 

The  bill  proposes  an  additiouul  duty  on  hemp 
of  twenty  dollars  per  ton ;  it  was  deemed  ncces^ 
that,  for  an  article  of  the  first  necessity,  ^oot 
which  we  could  iieither  build  nor  equip  a  ship,  we 
should  not  be  dependent,  as  we  now  are,  for  the 
i^upply  on  foreign  nations.  In  case  of  a  war,  aJl 
our  naval  preparations  mifht  be  suspended  until  it 
could  be  produced  here.  It  is  so  essential  for  na- 
tional defence,  that  we  m,ust  comiuand  enouehior 
our  own  consumption.  View^  as  anagricmtuisl 
production,  which  was  formerly  raised  ia  gn^^ 
quantities  in  the  Western  States,  but  whieh  has 
been  destroyed  by  foreign  competition,  or  as  a 
manufacture,  it  equally  deserves  protection;  at  a 
time  when  our  provisions,  excluded  from  ^fif^ 
markets,  do  not  command  a  price  which  pap  ^ 
expense  of  cultivation,  when  the  agriculnue  w 
the  country  is  as  depressed  as  its  manufactoic^  ^^ 
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needs  at  least  so  much  pfX)tection^as  to  enable  it  to 
compete  with  foreign  productions.  These  reasons, 
it  is  noped,  will  exempt  the  duty  on  this  item  from 
the  charge  of  hostility  to  apiculture.  This  article 
now  pays  a  dutv  of  thirty  dollars  a  ton,  the  whole- 
sale price  of  wnich  is  two  hundred  and  forty  dol- 
lars, equal  to  twelye  and  a  half  per  cent,  ad  valo- 
rem ;  the  proposed  increase  will  be  twenty-one  per 
cent.  If  considered  as  a  manufactured  article,  es- 
sential for  consumption  and  defence,  it  is  hoped 
that  the  propriety  of  the  increased  duty  will  be 
apparent,  as  it  can  be  raised  to  an  amount  far  be- 
yond the  demand ;  the  domestic  competition  will 
make  the  increased  price  on  the  imported  article 
but  temporary.  The  same  apply  to  the  additional 
duty  on  ootton,  and  the  further  one,  which  must 
meet  with  general  assent,  that,  if  the  manufactu- 
rers of  cotton  supply  the  country  with  their  fabrics, 
they  oa|;ht  to  use  our  own  raw  material,  and  not 
import  It  from  India.  The  cotton  planters  must 
not  indulge  in  fancied  security.  In  1817,  the  for- 
eign cottcm  imported  and  consumed  in  the  United 
States  was  1,700,000  pounds ;  in  1818,  4,000,000 ; 
in  1819^  it  amounted  to  6,700,000;  when  they  find 
it  thus  mereasing,  and  France  and  Bn^land  im- 
posing hish  duties  on  its  importation,  mey  ou^ht 
to  be  awucened  to  the  necessity  of  at  least  securing 
the  domestic  market,  not  trusting  entirely  to  the 
foreign.  The  day  may  not  be  tery  distant,  when 
they  will  find  from  experience  that  their  fayorite 
maxim  of  "  let  t»  alone"  will  apj^y  as  little  to  agri- 
culture as  it  now  does  practically  to  commerce. 

I  now  come  to  two  items  on  which  the  House 
will  not  only  expect,  but  require  me  to  say  some- 
thing— glass  and  iron;  one  infinitely  interesting 
to  the  district,  the  otiier  to  the  State  I  represent. 
It  is  best  not  to  mince  matters,  but  to  speak  plainly. 
This  has  been  called  a  Pittsburg,  a  cut-glass  biU, 
local,  partial  in  its  ofiefations ;  and  I  haye  been 
char^  with  framing  it  from  interested  motiyes. 
Gtenuemen  had  better  be  cautious  how  they  use 
the  word  Pittsbmg  as  a  name  of  re]^ach ;  it  may 
be  like  the  tenn  whig — one  of  pride,  and  not  of 
disgrace.    I  teil  the  House  frankly,  that  I  haye  not 
lost  sight  of  the  interest  of  Pittsmirg,  and  would 
ney^  perjure  myself  if  I  had;  but  the  charges 
shall  be  met  plainly,  and  if  you  are  not  conyinced 
that  the  interests  of  that  place  are  identified  with 
the  natba ;  that  cut  glass  can  be  defended  on  na- 
tional grounds,  then  I  agree  that  Pittsbure,  its 
Representatiye,  its  fayorite  manufacture,  and  the 
tariff^  may  go  tcM^ther.    I  will  rest  the  whole  bill 
cm  tins  item,  and  freely  admit  that  the  increase  of 
duty  on  glass,  plain,  not  cut,  is  among  the  greatest 
proposed.    In  selecting  articles  worthy  of  national 
protection,  none  are  more  eminently  deiserying  of 
It  than  those,  the  raw  materials  or  which  are  of 
no  yalue  for  exportation ;  the  conyetsion  of  which 
into  articles  for  use,  produces  something  out  of 
nothing — turns  into  manufactures  of  the  greatest 
yalue  and  beauty  the  worthless  produce  of  the 
earth-^fomishes  a  market  for  the  productions  of 
the  farmer — giyes  employment  not  only  to  labor- 
ing men,  but  boys  who  would  otherwise  contract 
habits  of  idleness  and  yice.    The  foreign  material 
bears  to  the  manufactured  article  the  proportion  of 


twenty-fiye  cents  to  one  hundred  dollars ;  the  rest 
is  the  product  of  our  own  soil :  smadl  quantities  of 
ashes,  and  lead,  the  principal  material — sand,  which 
is  fit  for  no  other  purpose,  not  even  to  make  mor- 
tar— stone  coal,  tne  machinery.    In  the  days  of 
our  prosperity  we  haye  made  to  the  amount  of  a 
quarter  of  a  million  of  dollars  worth  in  a  year.    It 
was  so  much  money  extracted  from  the  bowels  of 
the  earth  by  the  labor  of  hundreds,  adding  to  the 
wealth  and  comfort  of  all  within  the  sj^ere  of  ita 
action.    Now  we  make,  I  may  say,  none.    Will 
gentlemen  tell  me  who  has  profited  by  the  change—^ 
the  farmer,  the  laborer,  our  country,  or  the  foreign 
manufacturer  ?    Plain  glass  now  pays  an  impost 
duty  of  twenty  per  centum ;  it  is  proposed  to  raise 
it  and  make  it  specific,  ten  cents  a  pound.    In 
£fngland  the  impost  duty  amounts  to  a  prohibition ; 
made  there,  it  pays  for  hom6  consumption  an  ex- 
cise of  £4  IBs,  sterling  on  the  100  weight— -on  ex> 
portation  there  is  a  drawback  of  the  excise,  and  a 
custom  bounty  of  one  pound  fiye  shillings  sterlingi 
making  in  all  sil  pound  three  shillings,  equal  to 
twenty-eight  cents  a  pound  between  the  price  to 
the  consumer  in  England  and  here.    The  custom- 
house bounty  alone  amounts  to  neair  six  cents  a 
pound ;  and  from  this  document,  taken  from  the 
custom-house  in  Boston,  it  appears  that,  in  an  in- 
yoice  amounting  to  one  hundred  and  twenty-nine 
pounds  in  yalue,  ^e  British  bounty  amounts  to 
one  hundred  and  twenty  dollars,  our  import  duty 
of  twenty  per  cent,  to  one  hunared  and  fourteen} 
leay  ing  a  clear  profit  of  six  dollars.    With  the  ad- 
dition of  the  excise  drawback  on  an  inyoice  of 
fiye  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  sterling,  the  importer, 
afler  paying  all  export  duties,  freight,  insurance^ 
commission,  and  all  charges,  makes  a  clear  profit 
of  fifty-one  pounds.    Has  not  this  article  peculiar 
claims  on  us  for  protection  ?    The  present  duty  is 
a  mere  tax  on  the  consumer ;  it  operates  as  no  dis- 
crimination between  ours  and  the  industry  of  other 
foreign  nations,  but  leayes  it  to  struggle  against 
the  efiects  of  a  positive  premium  on  importation. 
The  proposed  incre^ewill  not,  as  a  protecting 
duty,  amount  to  more  than  twenty  per  cent  ad 
yalorem ;  on  cut  glas^  it  is  only  proposed  to  add 
five  per  cent.;  the  duty  is  now  thurty.    I  am  aware 
of  ODJections  to  the  duty  on  plain  glass,  and  am 
sorry  to  find  them  come  from  manufacturers,  fflass 
cutters,  not  makers,  but  importers  of  plain  glass, 
who  are  not  satisfied  with  thirty  per  cent,  on  cut 
glass,  and  represent  plain  as  a  raw  material^  which 
ought  to  be  duty  tree.    In  Pittsburg  it  is  both 
made  and  cut.  and  the  House  will  jud^e  who  is 
most  actuated  oy  national  principles,  which  plan 
adds  most  to  the  sum  of  national  wealth,  industry, 
and  resources.    Gentlemen  are  mistaken  in  sup- 
posing mine  an  iron  making — ^it  is  an  iron  buying, 
iron  consuming  district.    The  time  has  been  when 
six  thousand  tons  were  purchased  annually,  not  one 
of  which  was  made  in  the  district ;  but  to  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance ;  it 
is  her  staple  manufacture ;  to  the  nation  the  all 
essential  article  for  priyate  consumption  and  pub- 
lic defence.    It  ought  to  be  less  interesting  to  us, 
whether  it  requires  protection,  whether  the  estab- 
lishments for  its  manufacture  are  declining  or 
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prosperous,  we  can  and  must  suppljr  ourselves. 
Elvery  part  of  the  Union  abounds  with  the  raw 
material;  it  is  perfectly  worthless  for  all  other 
purposes — not  fit  for  roads.  The  w^orking  of  it 
not  only  employs  much  of  the  labor,  but  furnishes 
a  market  for  much  of  .the  produce  of  our  soil. 
These  good  eficcts  are  not  confined  to  a  small 
space.  An  instance  of  this  occurs  in  the  fact  that 
the  iron  works  in  the  interior  of  our  State  are  sup- 
plied with  bacon  from  Kentucky.  The  remark  is 
true  of  this,  as  of  all  other  manufactures,  that  the 
farmer  is  among  those  who  derive  the  most  profit 
from  their  success.  It  i:i  a  matter  of  most  perfect 
astonishment  that  so  important  an  article  should 
have  been  not  only  so  perfectlv  and  wantonly 
abandoned  by  the  present  tariff,  out  pointedly  se- 
lected for  reprobation  by  a  strange  policy,  which, 
whilst  it  raised  the  duties  on  most  other  articles, 
reduced  that  on  iron  nearly  one  hundred  per  cent. 
From  1804  until  1815,  it  was  at  seventeen  and  an 
half  per  cent.,  and  until  1816,  at  fifteen — a  duty 
which  might  hare  been  saved  these  interesting 
establishments,  thus  apparently  destroyed  by  de- 
sign. Pigs  and  castings,  in  1816,  paid  fifteen  per 
cent,  ad  valorem ;  bar  iron  nine  oollars  per  ton, 
equal  to,  say  nine  per  cent,  ad  valorem ;  m  1818, 
the  duties  were  increased  to  fifty  cents  a  hundred 
on  piffs,  seventy-five  on  castings  and  bar  iron.  In 
this  House  it  was  raised  to  twenty  dollars  a  ton 
by  a  majority  of  forty-seven,  but  reduced  in  the 
Senate  to  filteen.  Had  the  duty  been  a  propor- 
tionate one  in  1816,  a  rate  lower  than  the  one 
now  proposed  would  have  been  sufficient  to  have 
insured  a  domestic  supply ;  but  the  reports  of  the 
Treasury  present  us  with  facts  which  call  for  im- 
mediate and  efficient  interference.  In  1818,  the 
importation  of  bar  iron  exceeded  sixteen  thou- 
sand tons ;  in  1819,  it  amounted  to  near  twenty 
thousand.  The  decrease  of  ad  valorem  importa- 
tions in  this  year  has  exceeded  $19,000,000,  while 
the  increase  of  bar  iron  has  been  near  four  thousand 
tons.  Comparing  it  with  cotton,  there  are  many 
more  national  reasons  for  its  protection :  the  mate- 
rials of  one  can  be  exported,  ^ut  the  other  cannot ; 
we  send  out  of  the  countrv  near  $2,000,000  an- 
nually, for  an  article  we  could  make  at  home,  and 
out  of  materials  perfectly  worthless  in  themselves. 
The  rate  of  duty  is  not  unreasonable  in  itself,  or 
dbproportionate  to  other  items  in  this  bill  or  the 
old  tariff.  On  the  first  of  this  month  the  whole- 
sale price  of  it  was^  according  to  the  New  York 
and  Philadelphia  prices  current,  from  one  hundred 
to  one  hundred  and  ten  dollars  a  ton.  Calculating 
on  the  price  at  the  place  of  importation,  the  fair- 
est mode  of  fixing  an  ad  valorem  duty,  it  would  be 
onlv  twenty-five  per  cent.,  the  same  as  on  cottons 
and  woollens  now,  and  eight  per  cent,  less  than  is 
proposed — five  less  than  on  leather  and  paper,  in 
the  present,  and  ten  less  than  is  proposed  m  this 
bill  on  the  former.  Considering  it  as  an  article 
abandoned  in  the  former  tariff— -tnat  what  will  re- 
store the  declining  will  not  reanimate  the  dead — 
that,  in  the  embarrassment  and  distress  of  the  last 
year,  the  importations  have  rapidly  increased, 
while  others  diminish,  I  confidently  nope  that,  in 
affording  to  this  a  protection  equal  to  other  arti- 


cles, no  objectiAi  will  or  can  be  made  by  thobe 
who  profess  to  be  friendly  to  the  system. 

Iron  is  certainlv  an  article  of  necessity,  but  not 
more  so  than  clothing.    It  is  called  a  raw  mate- 
rial ;  we  would  as  soon  apply  this  term  to  a  bidl 
of  cotton  yarn  or  a  piece  of  broad  cloth.     This 
word  raw  material  is  strangely  misunderstood. 
The   glass-cutter   calls   plain   glass;  the    iron- 
founder  pi^s ;  the  rope-maker  hemp  and  flax ;  the 
copper-smith  and    brazier   brass  and  copper  in 
sheets  and  still  bottoms,  raw  materials ;  whUe  the 
makers  of  these  articles  call  them  manufactures, 
and  petition  for  protection.    I  believe  the  safer 
rule  IS  to  consider  that  which  is  taken  from  the 
earth  as  the  raw  material,  and  every  change  in  its 
form  or  value,  by  labor,  as  a  manufacture,  equally 
entitled  to  encouragement.    It  is  certainly  true 
policy  to  afford  it  to  every  thine  which  can  be 
made  at  home,  especially  when  the  material  can 
never  become  an  article  of  export ;  the  extent  of 
the  protection  to  be  regulated  by  the  amount  of 
importation — the  deficiency  of  revenue  supplied 
by  an  excise  on  the  manufacture  protected.     The 
increased  duty  on  molasses  has  excited  much  op- 
position and  some  feeling  of  those  who  seem  to 
consider  it  partial  and  oppressive.     I  must  ask  a 
candid  review  of  the  principle  on  which  this  bill 
has  been  framed,  the  situation  in  which  the  com- 
mittee has  been  placed,  and.  with  an  assurance 
that  no  feelings  oi  mine  can  be  gratified  by  bear- 
ing hard  on  my  native  country,  oeg  them  to  look 
at  this  item  on  national  grounds.    Pressed  with 
petitions  from  every  class  of  manufactures,  pray- 
ing for  high  duties  on  foreign  articles  which 
interfered  with  theirs;  sensible   that  something 
ought  to  be  done,  yet  beset  with  difficulties  on  all 
sides,  unaided  and  alone,  we  were  thrown  on  a 
forlorn  hope.    A  partial,  local  system  would  have 
insured  its  own  defeat ;  a  general  one  might  im- 
pair the  revenue.    To  avoid  that,  to  shape  our 
course  to  meet  the  interests  of  a  nation  so  widely 
extended  as  this,  one  mi^ht  almost  say  twenty* 
two  different  nations,  divided  at  least  mto  great 
sections,  some  engaged  almost  exclusively  in  asti- 
culture,  some  in  commercial  and  manunictunng 
pursuits,  and  some  in  all,  was  attended  with  un- 
common trouble.    We  are  not  disappointed  is 
finding  other  motives  attributed  to  us,  but  dis- 
claioaed,  which  are  not  founded  on  the  general 
principles  avowed  by  us.    In  proposing  increased 
duties  on  the  various  articles  in.  this  bill,  there 
seemed  few,  if  any,  on  which  so  many  reasons 
could  be  brought  to  bear.    The  article  is  bulky, 
cannot  be  smuggled,  and  aids  the  revenue*     The 
transportation  of  it  from  the  South  employs  as 
much  shipping  as  from  the  West  Indies.    It  can* 
not  injure  commerce ;  still  less  so.  if  you  adopt 
the  navi^tion  9Ct  which  stops  the  intercourse 
with  theluritish  islands.    View  it  as  a  produce  of 
the  soil  or  a  manufacture,  it  is  as  much  entitled 
to  protection  as  any  other.    This  bill  tends  to 
essentially  aid  the  manufactures  of  the  Northern 
and  Middle  States;  it  is  but  fair  that  they  should 
exchange  them  for  the  productions  of  the  Sooth; 
buy  from  their  customers,  their  friends,  and  coun- 
trymen.   As  an  article  of  domestic  consomptioa, 
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it  is  not  of  much  importance ;  to  a  family  which 
consumes  twenty  gallons  in  a  year,  the  increased 
daty  is  one  dollar.  The  wages  of  the  child  em- 
ployed  in  a  factory  put  in  operation  by  this  bill, 
which  would  otherwise  be  idle,  would  pay  it  in 
two  days.  If  distilled,  and  the  spirits  exported, 
there  is  a  drawback  of  the  duty ;  it  for  home  con- 
sumption, the  fairness  of  the  duty  is  at  once  appa- 
rent. 

The  pr^nt  duty  on  a  gallon  of  the  lowest 
proof  rum  is  42  cents ;  if  distilled  from  molasses, 
it  now  pays  7^  ;  at  the  proposed  rate,  15 ;  there 
can  be  no  rational  reason  for  this  jprreat  difference, 
when  an  article  of  consumption  is  made  from  a 
foreign  material  which  can  be  produced  at  home. 
If  the  domestic  product  is  encouraged,  the  spirit 
distilled  is  duty  tree.  With  these  strong  reasons, 
the  committee  could  not  overlook  this  article;  my 
mind  is  not  better  satisfied  with  any  one  in  the 
bill.  We  could  not,  with  any  justice  to  ourselves, 
recommend  to  the  House  a  system  which  should 
not  embrace,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  interest  of 
ali  alike ;  it  is  in  vain  to  expect  the  concurrence 
of  such  a  body  as  this  to  any  measure  of  partial 
operation.  Take  any  one  item  in  this  bill,  some 
part  of  the  country  will  object  to  it,  and  if  con- 
nned  to  one  alone,  there  would  be  a  majority 
against  every  one. 

Gentlemen  must  look  to  the  whole,  and  not 
confine  their  inquiries  to  what  bears  hard  on  sec- 
tional interest;  extend  them  to  the  benefits  de- 
rived ;  viewed  in  this  light,  the  balance  will  not 
be  found  against  the  part  of  the  country  from 
which  the  opposition  to   this    duty  principally 
comes.    An  increased  duty  of  five  cents  a  bushel 
is  proposed  on  salt ;  most  of  t&e  reasons  which 
apply  to  others  will  to  this  article,  but  there  are 
some  which  do  so  exclusively ;  if  it  is  at  all  sound 
pohcy  to  command  the  consumption  of  our  arti- 
cles of  necessity,  it  is  emphatically  so  of  this, 
which  can  be  made  anywhere,  and  for  which,  in 
a  cessation  of  commercial  intercourse,  a  most  enor- 
mous price  is  imposed.    It  b  a  manufacture,  the 
raw  material  of  which  is  the  ocean,  the  principal 
machinery  the  fire ;  nature  does  the  greatest  part 
of  the  labor.    It  is  an  important  item  of  revenue. 
The  present  price  in  the  interior  is  from  one  dollar 
to  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  bushel ;  on  the  sea- 
coasL  say  70  cents ;  it  is  said  that  such  a  duty 
should  be  laid  as  may  t^d  in  some  measure  to 
equalize  the  cost  to  the  consumer.*    The  duty 
on  spirits  is  not  altered :  it  is  an  important  source 
of  revenue,  and  cannot  be  spared ;  tne  present  rate 
is  high ;  the  conomittee  wished  to  have  increased 
it  to  prohibition ;  but  it  was  not  in  their  province 
to  submit  an  excuse  to  supply  the  deficit  of  reve- 
nue.    We  well  know  that  to  take,  in  one  item, 
2,500,000  dollars  from  an  already  exhausted  trea- 
sury, would  destroy  the  whole  bill;  yet  I  feel 
autnorized  to  say  that  none  would  more  cheerfully 
concur  in  the  prohibition  of  foreign  spirits,  and 
an  excise  on    domestic,  than  the  Committee  of 


*  The  bounties  on  the  fisheries  were  increMed  by  an 
smeDclmeni  to  the  bill,  26  per  cent,  on  aceonnt  of  the 
increased  dotj  on  salt. 


Manufactures.  It  may  be  proper  here  to  observe, 
that  that  committee  did  not  act  on  the  items  in  the 
bill  printed  in  italics,  except  brown  sugar  and  mo- 
lasses ;  this  list  was  furnished  to  us,  with  a  view 
to  revenue,  by  a  gentleman  whose  situation  brought 
that  subject  under  his  consideration ;  for  any  other 
purpose  we  have  no  anxiety  to  retain  them. 

The  fourth  section  allows  a  drawback  of  the 
duty  on  tin  and  copper  when  made  up  and  exported ; 
this  is  a  new  feature  in  our  system,  but  deemed 
necessary  for  the  double  purpose  of  aiding  the 
manufactures  and  commerce  of  the  country.  It 
would  have  been  extended  to  other  articles,  but  it 
was  thought  better  not  to  make  the  bill  too  com- 

Sicated,  or  to  go  too  much  into  detail.  The  foun- 
Ltion  once  laid,  it  can  be  built  on  hereafter.  The 
manufacture  of  these  articles  for  the  West  India 
market,  would  be  a  source  of  employment  to  our 
labor,  and  profit  to  the  employer,  if  enabled  to  com- 
pete with  the  same  articles  made  and  imported  by 
others.  With  a  duty  of  twenty  per  cent,  our  work- 
men would  be  excluded ;  with  this  drawlmck,  they 
come  in  on  equal  terms.  These  articles  present 
the  commencement  of  a  system  which  we  must 
some  day  adopt,  and  which  will  make  the  fotmda- 
tion  of  our  prosperity  unshaken.  It  consists  in 
imposing  such  an  import  duty  as  will  secure  us 
our  home  consumption ;  an  excLse  on  consumption, 
(for  revenue ;)  on  the  exportation,  a  drawback  of 
excise  ;  thus  making  the  manufacture  of  one  ar- 
ticle exemplify  the  policy  and  all  the  great  objects 
oi  Government.  The  remainder  of  the  bill,  except 
the  9th  and  10th  sections,  is  copied  from  the  pres- 
ent law ;  those  sections  have  been  inserted  with 
the  sole  view  of  guarding  against  frauds  which 
exist  to  a  very  great  extent,  and  which,  if  not 
checked,  will  completely  counteract  principles  of 
vital  importance  to  the  system  we  nave  recom- 
mended. Fears  have  been  entertained  that  the 
10th  section  will  be  injurious  to  the  fair  commerce 
of  the  country.  It  is  not  so  intended,  and  can  be 
so  modified  as  to  secure  the  objects  of  the  com- 
mittee, without  injuring  an  interest  equally  worthy 
of  national  protection  as  the  one  I  am  advocating. 
If  it  cannot,  I  will  consent  to  strike  it  out,  for  I  am 
no  enemy  to  commerce.'^  This  is  not  the  time  to 
make  professions;  they  will  not  be  believed  till 
the  excitement  occasioned  by  this  and  the  other 
biUs  reported  by  the  committee  shall  hare  subsided ; 
when  they  are  calmly  examined,  there  will  be 
found  no  evidence  of  a  disposition  to  protect  one 
at  the  expense  of  the  other  great  interests  of  the 
nation :  ail  are  alike  depre^ed,  presenting  equal 
claims  on  a  government  designed  for  the  common 
benefit;  struggling  against  foreign  competition 
and  regulations ;  all  parts  of  the  country  require 
your^  protection.  The  committee,  adopting  the 
opinion  of  the  Treasury^  that  this  was  tne  proper 
time  to  effect  a  change  m  our  internal  relations, 
have  not,  in  recommending  this  measure,  over- 
looked these  interests.  It  makes  ample  provision 
for  revenue ;  if  the  imports  continue  the  same  as 
in  1818,  the  increased  duties  add  $5,800,000.    It 


*  This  section  was  stricken  oat  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  B. 
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must  be  matter  of  coDJecture,  how  far  the  dimin- 
ished importatioa  will  equal  or  exceed  the  increased 
duties ;  if  the  system  of  imports  is  alone  to  be  re- 
lied  on,  if  you  will  resort  to  no  other,  it  is  your 
duty  to  make  the  most  of  it ;  not  to  attempt  to  sup- 
port it  by  loans  and  taking  the  Sinking  Fund,  «s 
proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
If  you  will  ding  to  it,  I  hope  you  will  not  rdect 
this  bill  because  it  aids  manu&etures  as  well  as 
i«Tenue;  that  those  who  are  so  sensitiTe  on  the 
state  of  the  Treasury,  and  object  to  Ihb,  will  pro- 
pose a  belter  mode  of  apportioning  the  burdens  on 
the  consumer.  Pass  this  bill,  reduce  the  credits 
of  the  custom-house,  impose  a  duty  on  auction 
sale8-*vou  want  no  loan ;  the  cry  ot  revenue  will 
be  hushed  by  an  union  of  those  who  wish  to  fill 
the  Treasury  and  protect  our  own  industry.  But 
we  undovtand  each  other  very  well :  reyesue  is 
one  of  the  alarm  bells  to  defeat  this  bill ;  those 
who  raise  it,  well  know,  that  for  the  present  it 
makes  ample  provision,  but  that  for  the  future  a 
new  system  must  be  adopted ;  one  which  must 
combine  the  protection  of  the  great  interest  which 
they  oppose.  As  it  is  inevitable,  it  is  better  to 
come  to  it  gradually ;  if  j^tponed  till  the  voice  of 
the  country  makes  an  imperative  call,  do  not 
blame  us  it  the  revulsion  is  sudden,  and  the  shock 
violent. 

In  five  short  years  your  impost  has  diminished 
fzom  thirty-six  millions  to  sixteen,  more  than  three 
millions  of  which  is  now  in  suit.  Your  expendi- 
tures 9xe  twenty-six  millions  in  a  stale  of  neace. 
It  requires  no  f^it  of  prophecy  to  tell  thait  the  in- 
come will  not  meet  the  expenses ;  you  must  resort 
to  new  means;  to  internal  taxes,  to  excise.  In 
using  these  words  I  will  not  be  misunderstood :  by 
internal  taxes  I  mean  not  direct  ones  on  land,  but 
on  auctions,  pleasure  carriages,  watches,  expensive 
furniture,  &c. ;  in  other  words,  those  taxes  on  the 
rich  and  money-making  classes  of  society,  which 
were  repnealed  two  years  ago,  when  a  temporary 
ov^owing  of  the  Treasury  induced  yon  to  aban- 
don the  original  financial  system  of  revenue,  and 
trust  alone  to  imposts.  By  excise  I  mean  a  tax 
on  the  domestic  manufacture  which  is  protected 
from  foreign  competition.  Bxcise  has  been  an 
odious  term,  but  it  will  soon  be  understood  and 
divested  of  its  terrors.  To  the  consumer  it  makes 
no  difference  whether  he  pays  to  the  merchant  two 
dollars  impost  on  a  pair  of  boots,  or  the  same 
amount  or  excise  to  a  shoemaker ;  to  a  &rmer, 
whether  he  pays  five  dollars  iinpost  on  his  coat,  or 
five  dollars  excise  to  the  manufacturer.  There  is, 
indeed,  one  difference,  and  that  contains  the  sum 
and  stdbstance  of  political  economy— iie  can  .pay 
the  manufacturer  in  wool  and  provisions.  The 
merchant  he  must  pay  in  money ;  he  must  remit 
it  to  England ;  she  excludes  our  produce  and  raw 
materials.  This  illustrates  the  difference  between 
impost  and  excise;  the  first  turns  the  whole  at- 
tention of  the  Government  to  encourage  the  im- 
portation of  foreign  productions,  as  the  means  of 
imposing  a  tax  on  the  consumer.  If  the  country 
commands  its  own  consumption,  importation  and 
imposts  cease ;  now  every  thing  becomes  subser- 
vient to  revenue  and  to  commerce,  as  the  means 


of  tranqiorting  the  instruments  of  taxation.  Such 
a  system  necessarily  cheeks,  if  not  destroys,  oar 
internal  industry.  Domestic  manufactures  paying 
no  tax,  the  encowagement  of  f(M«ign,  is  the  ine- 
vitable consequence. 

Whether  this  system  is  beneficial  to  the  nation, 
is  no  longer  a  matter  of  opinion,  bat  of  history. 
The  late  war  tofidly  destroyed  the  inqxMts ;  you 
were  left  without  revenue;  foreign  importation 
ecasinff,  the  manofitctures  of  the  country  sprung 
up  and  flourished.  Amid  all  the  pressuK  and  pri- 
vations of  the  war,  the  people  grew  rich  and  were 
able  to  pay  taxes  to  the  amount  of  91^000,000  in 
one  year.  How  much  could  they  a&rd  to  pay 
now?  The  peace  found  the  national  resources 
untouched,  the  nation  strong,  and  the  people  con- 
tented :  while  the  war  duties  continued,  tkere  were 
no  complaints ;  revenue  was  abundant:  conuDeree 
flonriwed ;  manufactures  proq[>ered ;  famers  rolled 
in  wealth ;  not  a  murmur  was  heard  against  taxes ; 
even  when  you  repealed  them,  there  was  but  one 
solitary  petition  on  your  table  pKa3ring  for  the  mea- 
sure. It  was  most  strange,  after  this  experience  of 
the  salutary  eflfects  of  the  tnen  state  of  things,  that 
there  should  have  been  a  recurrence  to  Hie  old 

rem,  which  must  be  again  abandoned  on  every 
taation  of  our  commerce  and  forei^  rations, 
which  can  never  be  permanent,  but  is  m  its  nature 
temporary ;  resisting  from  the  chapter  of  accidents, 
relied  on  by  no  nation  but  ours,  and  by^  us  found 
insufiBctent  by  experience.  Bven  at  this  moment, 
when  our  opponents  are  so  alarmed  about  it,  we 
have  made  up  our  minds  to  vote  for  a  loan  after 
this  bill  should  have  been  defeated,  for  fear  it  will 
impair  this  noble,  and  beautiful  system  of  impost 
You  will,  before  you  adjourn,  contradict  your  de- 
claration, that  the  system  is  good,  an4  the  revenue 
sound,  by  a  '^  be  it  enacted,"  and  the  IcgnUtive 
declarations  of  the  three  branches  of  (Sovernment 
pronounce  that  it  is  found  wanting.  Thb  b  no 
time  for  concealment ;  the  House  will  not  under- 
stand me  as  attempting  to  disguise  my  views  on 
this  sulneet.  If  national  industry  is  ever  to  be 
protected  J  if  we  are  ever  to  command  our  own 
consumption;  the  system  of  revenue  must  be 
changed ;  part  impost,  part  excise.  While  yoa 
rely  exclusively  on  the  first,  it  is  in  vain  to  expect 
that  sound  measures  of  national  policy  can  ever  be 
adopted.  A  temporary  check  on  foreign  importa- 
tion may,  for  a  tune,  G;ive  a  favorable  turn  to  the 
labor  of  the  nation ;  but,  in  their  recurrence,  our 
establishments  must  fall.  Do  nothing,  or  do  some- 
thing permanent  and  efficient,  so  that  there  mav 
be  some  assurance  that  the  national  industry  will 
not  be  exposed  to  abandonment  by  every  varying 
motion  of  foreiipi  policy.  Restore  a  confidence 
now  destroyed :  bottom  your  revenue  on  the  man- 
ufactures ot  the  country ;  then  both  are  placed  on 
a  foimdation  which  combines  the  support  of  the 
Qovemment  with  the  best  interests  or  the  nation. 
We  are  told  that  this  bill  will  destroy  coamkcrce : 
this  is  not  an  unexpected  alarm;  it  was  raised 
when  the  last  tariff  was  passed  ;  it  is  equally  loud 
when  any  measure  is  proposed  which  adds  a  cent 
or  a  dollar  to  a  duty  on  importation.  Joined  with 
smuggling  we  shall  always  hear  the  cry  repeated. 
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when  any  measure  is  proposed  not  tending  to  the 
exdusive  benefit  of  that  interest.  I  had  indulged 
a  hope,  that,  at  this  time,  when  the  commerce  of 
the  country  was  as  prostrate  as  our  manufactures, 
when  both  are  pressmg  us  for  protection  from  the 
same  dangers,  that  its  friends  would  have  made 
common  cause,  and  joined  in  a  common  struggle 
forself-preserFation.  The  hope  was  not  a  sangume 
one ;  commerce  has  been  too  long  a  pet,  the  spoiled 
child  of  Go7emment,  to  think  there  are  any  other 
interests  worth  protecting.  The  mere  creature  of 
I^isiation.  raised  to  importance  by  our  laws  and 
the  expenditure  of  a  groit  portion  of  our  revenue 
for  its  support,  commerce  has  presented  herself  as 
the  Atlas  which  supports  the  Government,  the 
country,  and  all  its  great  interests ;  now,  it  seems, 
she  cannot  support  herself.  Yet,  while  approaching 
you  in  a  snppiiant  posture,  praying  for  a  bankrupt 
law,  to  save  her  merchants,  navigation  acts,  her 
shinpinff,  she  still  retains  the  spirit,  still  thinks  that 
all  leeiuation  must  be  for  her  benefit ;  boldly  claim- 
ing tne  rights  of  primogeniture ;  loudlr  protesting 
that  any  thing  done  for  the  other  ohildren  of  the 
nation  is  her  destruction.  While  this  is  oonunerce, 
« I  am  against  it  ;'^  but  if  she  claims  equal  protec- 
tion, or  even  a  double  portion  in  her  favor,  1  will 
ffo  as  far  as  any  m^n  in  this  House  to  support  the 
fair  trade  of  the  country. 

Important  as  I  think  niaauiactures,  co9H9eice 
is  no  less  so ;  but  I  must  be  un4a:8tood  as  not 
meaoing  that  commerce  which  is  confined  to  tlie 
export  of  raw  i^terials  and  the  import  of  mana- 
&ctures  for  home  consumption,  whien  adds  nothing 
to  the  labor  and  wealth  of  the  nation ;  only  draws 
from  the  consumer  what  he  ought  to  retain  at 
home — our  resources  to  enrich  other  nations  $  but 
that  commerce  which,  by  the  carrying  trade,  the 
export  of  foreign  produce,  and  our  own  manufac- 
tures, draws  wealth  from  others  to  us;  equally 
nromotinff  the  great  interests  of  the  country.  The 
friends  of  commerce  mav  boast  of  its  importance 
and  profits,  vet  they  well  know  that  even  to  the 
mercaant,  the  export  of  provisions,  and  import  of 
soods  for  domestic  consumption,  has  been  a  losing 
business.  Examine  their  lagers  for  the  last  thirty 
years ;  they  will  find  it  would  have  been  cheaper 
to  have  bonglit  bills  than  to  remit  produce.  I  well 
know  that  the  export  of  produce  down  the  Ohio 
has  been  unproductive ;  tne  first  price  has  never 
came  back  to  our  country.  The  history  of  the 
country,  the  public  documents  on  your  table,  prove 
the  lact  as  to  the  seaports,  that  the  only  prontable 
commerce  baa  been  the  carrying  trade;  the  re- 
export, the  drawback  system,  tne  same  for  which  a 
permanent  foundation  nas  been  laid  in  this  bill. 

It  is  admitted  that  the  fiourishing  period  of  our 
commerce  was  from  1802  to  1813^  toe  best  years 
1806  and  1807 ;  it  has  been  deehaing  since  the 
peace — 1816  and  1817  very  bad  years ;  the  worst 
was  1818 ;  yet  the  average  amount  of  exports  lor 
the  first  period  was  less  than  in  1818  by  one  mil- 
lion.   There  was  this  remarkable  diflference: 

From  1902  to  1812  the  sversge  exports  smouBt«d  to 

$69,171,000 

Domestic  produce,  $38,167,000 ;  foreign    81,014,000 

1818,  whole  amount  of  exports  70,14S,000 


ItomssUc  prod,   f  60^976/)0O ;  foreign   f  19,16^000 

1806,  net  rovonue     16,081,000;   drawb'ks    9,709,000 

1807,  16,493«000;  '«  9,996,000 
1818,  reTeoue  recM  26,832,000 ;  drawb'ks    3,343,000 

1816,  32,786,000;  **         4,830,000 

1817,  22,092,000;  *'         3,937,000 

These  facts  present  you  with  a  history,  and  ac- 
count for  the  rise  and  decline  of  compierce  as  well 
as  manufactures;  they  require  no  comment,  but 
aflbrd  much  for  reflection :  they  show  the  kind  of 
commerce  worth  protecting,  in  which  1  will  be 
behind  no  one  at  all  hazards,  even  of  a  war.  Left 
now  only  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  enort  of  our 
produce  and  the  importation  of  articles  for  eon* 
sumption,  we  are  losing  the  carrying  trade — not  for 
the  want  of  laws  to  protect  it,  out  for  this  evident 
reason^  that  the  commercial  nations  of  Europe  can 
be  their  own  carriers,  import  directly  from  their 
own  colonies :  they  are  not  to  be  diverted  by  naviga- 
tion acts ;  other  means  must  be  adopted  to  restore 
our  commerce  and  give  employment  to  our  ship- 
ping-  We  must  do  as  all  other  nations  have  done — 
make  ourselves  cairiers  by  creating  materiab  for 
trade.  None  ever  become  so  by  being  the  consu*- 
mers  of  the  manufiietttres  of  others.  In  a  settled 
state  of  things,  commerce  cannot  exist  without 
matMufactaies— 4he  one  is  the  basis  and  afibrds  the 
materials  of  the  other.  While  it  is  thought  bad 
poUcy  to  supply  ourselves,  we  cannot  expect  to 
supply  others :  it  is  in  vain  to  hope  for  employment 
for  our  ships  when  we  have  nothing  to  export 
which  will  pay  expenses ;  equally  vain  to  place 
oiir  faith  in  measures  intended  to  coerce  its  em- 
ployment by  other  nations,  in  opposition  to  their 
interest,  ships,  commerce,  and  colonies,  is  their 
maxim.    It  would  be  ours  m  like  circumstances. 

The  agricnltarai  dass  of  the  country  seem 
alarmed  at  this  bill ;  with  what  reason  it  is  cer- 
tainly difficult  to  divine.  Their  situation  is  not 
more  envialde  than  that  of  the  other  g[reat  inter- 
eets.  The  ports  of  Rurope  and  the  British  West 
Indies  are  dosed  against  their  provisions:  some 
aie  actually  imported  for  our  own  consumption. 
Havana  has  been  a  good  market :  the  last  accounts 
from  that  place  represent  the  market  completdy 
dotted  witn  provistoos.  Rice  dull  at  five  doUars ; 
flour  thirteen  dollars,  duties  niue  dollars ;  upwards 
of  twenty  thousand  oarreU  had  arrived  there  fr(»m 
ports  in  Franee,  and  from  St.  Andero,  in  Spain, 
and  further  supplies  expected  from  the  same  quar- 
ter. Wheat  in  the  interior  thirty-seven  and  a  half 
cents  a  bnshd ;  flour  at  your  &rms  three  dollars, 
and  four  dollars  in  the  seaports ;  excluded  from 
foreign  markets,  you  complam  that  we  are  about 
creating  a  domestic  one. 

Thus  it  ii  when  the  time  has  arrived  in  which 
all  the  great  interests  in  the  country,  being  equally 
prostrate,  and  one  general  scene  of  distress  per- 
vading all  its  partSj  there  was  a  reasonable  hope 
of  a  union  of  sentiment,  and  a  common  effort  to 
restore  us  to  what  we  were.  When  the  path  we 
propose  is  consistent  with  the  experience  of  all 
nations  as  well  as  our  own,  we  are  met  on  all 
sides  vrith  the  chilling  cry  of— X**  tis  aUme  ;  leave 
U8  to  nffukUe  ontidm.  You  have  regulated  your- 
sdves  till  legislation  is  necessary  to  restore.    Re- 
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member,  if  the  rerenue  has  failed,  if  commerce  is 
without  employment,  and  agriculture  has  no 
market,  manufactures  have  not  caused  it.  One 
would  think,  in  hearing  the  various  cries  of  danger 
from  this  source,  that  they  were  progressing  with 
giant  strides  till  their  interest  had  become  a  Brob- 
dignagian  among  the  Lilliputs.  It  seems  to  be 
forgotten  that  it  is  writhing  almost  in  the  agonies 
of  death ;  far  from  being  sible  to  injure  others,  it 
cannot  save  itself;  and  it  is  as  low  as  its  worst 
enemies  could  wish  it.  All  have  alike  sunk  beneath 
the  effects  of  foreign  policy,  and  your  indifference : 
laid  low  alike,  struggling  side  by  side.    The  three 

freat  interests  of  the  country  are  to  be  restored  only 
y  your  interference ;  they  call  on  you  in  scpul- 
cnral  tones,  equally  to  warn  you  of  past  errors  and 
imploring  for  future  aid.  But,  sir,  listen  to  all 
alike ;  do  not  let  revenue,  crying  for  a  loan,  com- 
merce for  bankrupt  and  navigation  act<«,  drown  the 
voice  of  manufactures,  asking  for  protection.  Do 
not,  after  imparting  your  favors  with  a  liberal  hand 
to  the  others,  reply  to  the  calls  of  this  great  inter- 
est— ^**  regulate  yourselves."  You  will  not  say  so 
to  commerce :  you  will  give  her  regulations,  and 
enter  on  a  legislative  commercial  war  for  her  pro- 
tection. But  you  will  poorly  answer  to  the  nation 
for  your  partiality — that  it  is  of  no  national  im- 
portance who  produces,  raises, or  makes  our  articles 
of  consumption;  that  may  regulate  itself:  it  is 
alone  wortny  of  our  interference,  who  shall  brins^ 
them  here  from  foreign  countries.  That  we  wiU 
regulate. 

We  have  been  called  on  by  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  for  the  evidence  on  which  the 
committee  have  acted.  Of  the  description  re- 
ferred to  in  his  resolution  we  have  none ;  and  I 
tell  the  gentleman  plainly,  that  the  Committee  of 
Manufactures  have  not  acted,  and  would  not  act,  on 
the  statement,  or  even  the  affidavits^  of  interested 
persons.  Others  may  make  motives  for  us — but  we 
shall  not  avow  what  we  disdain.  I  refer  him,  for 
the  information  on  which  we  have  acted,  to  the 
commercial  codes  of  other  countries — our  own  offi- 
cial documents  from  the  Treasury;  to  the  able 
reports  of  the  Committee  of  Conmierce.  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  to  one  wnich  de- 
serves particular  notice,  from  being  presented  by 
himselr ;  the  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  in  1816.  I  repeat  it,  that  the 
pronts  of  manufactures  had  not  been  our  leading 
motive,  but  the  public  national  interest ;  this  na- 
tion must  command  its  own  consumption  and  the 
means  of  defence.  The  Treasury  report  tells  us 
that  the  ad  valorem  imports  of  1818,  are  $58,000.- 
000,  our  domestic  exports  only  $50,000,000.  This 
must  be  changed ;  we  must  buy  less  than  we  sell. 
There  is  one  domestic  work  on  pnolitical  economy, 
better  than  any  imported ;  containing  more  sound 
political  maxims  than  any  I  ever  read.  The  alma- 
nacs of  "  Richard  Saunders."  He  says,  <^  if  you 
keep  takinff  out  of  the  meal  chest  and  put  nothing 
in,  it  will  become  empty." 

This  is  the  state  of  the  nation ;  an  enormous 
flood  of  importation  has  swept  before  it  the  indus- 
try of  the  country ;  $36,000,000  of  imports  a  year 
have  exhausted  its  resources ;  it  is  Literally  empty. 


Look  where  you  will  you  will  find  property  de- 
pressed, produce  declining,  laborers  seeking  employ- 
ment ;  nothing  increasing  but  debts  and  sails,  and 
forced  sales.  The  sound  of  a  hammer  does  not 
disturb  you,  unless  the  constable^s,  sherifTs,  or  auc- 
tioneer's. If  the  petitions  on  your  table  do  not 
give  you  the  true  cause  of  this ;  if,  when  manu- 
facturers and  farmers  are  joining  in  their  applica- 
tions for  the  protection  of  national  industry,  you 
want  other  evidence  of  the  general  distress;  let 
each  member  of  this  House  say  what  is  the  situa- 
tion of  his  own  district.  Many  of  them  hare  seen 
manufactures  flourish ;  did  farmers  then  suffer  ? 
Has  their  practical  operation  ever  been  injurious 
to  any  portion  of  the  country  ?  We  have  tried 
the  systems  of  supplying  ourselves  and  depending 
on  foreign  nations ;  those  who  have  seen  the  effects 
of  both  can  best  judge  of  the  merits  of  this  bill. 
But  if  you  want  other  evidence  of  the  cause  of 
this  universal  distress,  and  to  find  out  an  effectual 
remedy,  do  not  disregard  the  unanimous  opium 
of  the  Legislature  of  New  York,  expressed  in  in- 
structions to  her  delegation  here.  This  is  the 
voice  of  3,200,000  freemen.  When  a  nation  thus 
complains,  we  are  not  to  inquire  if  women  and 
children  cry.  Pennsylvania  speaks  in  a  still  more 
decided  tone ;  not  of  instruction  or  comnlaint,bui 
of  a  stop  law  to  prevent  the  sale  of  real  and  per- 
sonal property  in  execution,  unless  it  sells  for  two- 
thirds  of  Its  appraised  value.  It  is  time  to  refleirt 
when  such  a  State  speaks  in  language  like  this. 
Five  years  ago  she  was  the  richest  in  the  Union ; 
her  property  was  valued  under  your  authority  at 
346  millions;  New  York  at  273  milhons;  she 
has  been  and  yet  is  a  proud  State ;  fertile  in  r^ 
sources,  strong  in  her  institutions,  she  stood  the 
shock  of  the  Revolution,  the  consequent  peace^ 
the  embargo,  and  the  late  war,  unhurt.  Bat  she 
could  not  withstand  the  destruction  of  her  manu- 
factures, the  prostration  of  her  industry,  the  deluge 
of  importation,  your  enormous  imposts ;  she  has 
yielded  to  the  pressure  of  general  distress,  and,  for 
the  first  time  m  her  history,  has  been  obliged  to 
resort  to  a  step  lav  to  save  the  persons  and  property 
of  her  citizens.  All  must  regret  the  necessity; 
the  other  States  have  not  resorted  to  the  same 
measure ;  they  may  have  as  much  necessity.  One 
county  in  Virginia.  I  see  by  the  paper  of  to-day, 
has  passed  a  stop  law  of  its  own.  by  refusing  to 
appomt  any  officers  to  enforce  tne  collection  of 
debts.  Sir,  thb  state  of  thing  afibrds  abundant 
evidence  of  the  necessity  of  your  acting.  Yoa 
have  tried  the  present  system  till  all  the  interests 
of  the  country  are  alike  destroyed.  Gire  this  one 
a  fair  trial ;  you  can  be  no  worse,  unless  you  p^- 
severe  in  a  policy  which  was  founded  on  a  state  of 
things  which  no  longer  exists ;  which  wiO  in- 
crease the  national  distress  in  proportion  to  it^ 
continuance.  Adopt  a  system  founded  on  those 
plain  practical  principles  which  have  been  sanc- 
tioned by  experience,  and  can  never  be  destroyw 
by  a  storm,  which  wiU  pass  the  country  unhurt 

[JVWe- — ^The  navigation  acts  have  been  pa»«^  ♦  ^^ 
West  India,  with  one  dissenting  vote  in  the  ^^^ 
in  the  House,  by  a  vote  of  ayes  94,  noei  ^\  ^^ 
French,  vrithoat  dilwuHion,  or  even  a  dinaion  ineitiMr 
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House ;  there  was  no  one  heard  in  the  House  of  Rep- 
resenUtives.     This  famishes  r  good  practical  com- 
mentary on   the   fikvorite  msxim   of  **  leave  things 
alone";  it  cannot  be  expected  to  pass  without  com- 
ment.   No  subject  will  better  explain  the  actual  policy 
of  this  Government  in  relation  to  their  internal  con- 
cerns.   The  French  navigation  act  has  been  called  for 
by  the  great  body  of  merchants,  who  complain  that 
the  French  tariff  excludes  entirely  the  employment  of 
American  shipping ;  to  counteract  this  we  have  im- 
posed a  doty  of  eighteen  dollars  a  ton  on  French  ves- 
sels arriving  after  the  1st  of  July  next.    It  is  well  to 
compare  the  discriminating  duties  of  the  two  nations. 
Our  tonnage  dnty  is  fifty  cents  light  money,  the  same 
in  all ;  one  dollar  a  ton  on  foreign  ships ;  the  French 
is  ninety  ceaU;  ten  cents  less  than  her  ships  pay  here. 
The  French  duty  most  complained  of  is  on  the  import 
of  our  prodace ;  we  impo^  an  addition  to  the  rates  of 
duties  of  ten  per  cent,  on  all  goods  imported  in  foreign 
vessels  of  those  nations  who  have  no  convention  whh 
us.    France  imposes  on  cotton  a  duty  of  four  dollars 
a  hundred  imported  in  French  ships,  five  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  in  foreign ;  if  from  an  entrepot,  five  in 
French,  five  dollars  and  fifty  cents  in  foreign  vessels. 
Tobacco,  in  French  ships,  free ;  foreign,  one  dollar  a 
hundred.     To  ascertain  who  is  the  aggressor  in  this 
contest,  who  fint  began  this  discrimination  on  ton- 
nage and  goods,  whether  it  ib  in  self-defence  or  from  a 
spirit  of  monopoly,  and  on  which  side,  may  be  some 
time  worthy  at  least  of  examination.    If  the  conduct 
of  France  had  been  unprovoked ;  if  she  first  began  this 
warfiu'e,  and  we  are  on  the  defensive,  and  prefer  retal- 
iation to  redacement,  there  are  two  modes  of  counter- 
acting it ;  n  tonnage  duty  which  would  exclude  French 
■hipping,  or   a  dnty  on  their  manofacturea,  which 
would  compel  them  to  reduce  theira  on  our  vaw  mate- 
rial.   The  firat  has  been  adopted ;  its  operation  is  only 
in  favor  of  the  merchant ;  the  lecond  was  rejected ;  it 
would  have  benefited  the  manufacturer  and  the  far- 
mer, and  been  of  equal  service  to  commerce.    The 
heavy  discriminating  doty  is  on  our  produce,  not  ton- 
nage.    The  principle  of  equal  protection  should  have 
embraced  all  interests  alike ;  it  has  been  confined  to 
the  carrier,  the  producer,  and  the  manufacturer  has 
been  overlooked.    The  rights  of  primogeniture  have 
been   snccessAilly  asserted,  and  unanimouily  sanc- 
tioned.    Will  France  give  way,  or  reuliste  1    In  the 
latter  event,  let  the  agriculturist  look  to  the  exclusion 
of  hie  prodace ;  the  shipping  interest  can  only  be 
reached  through  the  prodncts  which  give  it  employ- 
ment; the  cotton  planters  have  unanimously  opposed 
the  protection  of  manufactures,  and  advocated  the 
navigatlcm  acts ;  they  have  thrown  their  entire  weight 
into  the  scale  of  commerce.    The  consumption  of  their 
cotton  was  unworthy  of  their  notice.    The  carrying 
nf  it  haa  induced  them  to  join  in  a  commercial  war 
which  may  terminate  against  their  interests.     Mr. 
Gallatin  sUtes  that  we  imported  **  60,000,000  of  the 
produce  of  French  industry,  more  than  two-thirdi  the 
produce  o£  modes  and  luxuries  manufactured  at  Paris, 
and  of  Lyons'  silks,  exported  from  Havre,  exclusive 
of  wines,  brandies,  end  dried  fruits,  and  other  articles 
of  that   natnre."     One  would   think  that  this  fact 
would  have  assnred  to  a  statesman  the  point  in  which 
to  attack  France.     Exclude  her  manufactures  from 
our  market,  or  impose  a  duty  equal  to  hers.    That, 
however,  seems  not  to  be  consistent  with  the  rules  of 
political  economists;  it  would  give  em|Joyment  to  our 
laborers,  infnse  life  and  new  spirit  into  our  manufac- 
turars.     A  redaction  of  import  duties  would  increase 


the  price  of  the  raw  material  to  the  farmer,  duninbh 
it  to  the  consumer  of  the  manufacture ;  these  are  con- 
siderations which  have  excited  no  attention.  The 
great  national  contest  now  is,  whether  the  duties  shall 
be  the  same,  whether  imported  in  French  or  American 
veisels.  Let  the  cotton,  tobacco,  and  rice  planter, 
look  out  The  day  may  come  when  the  sugar  planter 
may  find  it  would  have  been  as  well  to  have  excluded 
the  produce  of  the  British  iilands  as  the  carrying  of  it 
in  British  vessels.] 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  rose,  after  Mr.  Bald- 
win concluded,  and  expressed  his  views  of  the  tar- 
iff, in  general  opposition  to  those  of  Mr.  B.,  as  re- 
^ds  the  ments  of  the  system  of  revenue  from 
imports,  but  without  denying  that  some  of  the 
present  duties  might  require  to  be  increased.  He 
did  not  however  go  far  into  the  general  question, 
having  risen  to  move  an  amendment  in  the  fol- 
lowing clause : 

<*  First  A  duty  of  12^  per  centum  ad  valorem  on  all 
dying  drugs,  and  materials  for  composing  dyes,  not 
subject  to  other  rates  of  duty  ;  gum  arable,  gum  Sene- 
gal, saltpetre,  jewelry,  gold,  silver,  and  other  watches, 
and  parts  of  watches ;  gold  and  silver  lace,  embroideiy , 
and  epaulets ;  precious  stones,  and  pearls  of  all  kind, 
set  or  not  set ;  Bristol  stones  or  paste  work,  snd  all 
articles  composed  wholly  or  chiefly  of  gold,  silver, 
pearl,  and  precious  stones ;  and  laces,  lace  veils,  lace 
shawls,  or  shades,  of  thread  or  silk." 

The  amendment  was  to  strike  out  the  word 
**  twelve,"  in  the  first  line,  for  the  purpose  of  insert- 
ing in  lieu  thereof  the  word  "  seven." 

Mr.  Clay,  after  paying  a  high  compliment  to 
the  ability  and  substantial  character  of  the  speech 
of  Mr.  Baldwin,  said  that,  until  an  answer  was 
to  that  speech  at  least  attempted,  he  should  abstain 
from  enjpging  in  the  support  ot  the  general  prin- 
ciples of  the  bill.  At  present,  he  only  rose  to  say 
that  it  became  the  friends  of  the  manufacturing 
system  not  to  lend  themselves  with  too  much  fa- 
cility to  alterations  proposed  in  the  system  which 
has  Deen  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Manufac- 
tures. That  committee  had,  with  a  patience  and 
industry  never  surpassed  in  this  House,  prepared 
and  repiorted  a  general  system.  Its  provisions  were 
no  doubt  the  result  of  much  calculation ;  and,  if 
the  friends  of  the  general  features  of  it  listened  to 
every  application  which  should  be  made  to  change 
this  or  that  particular  item,  the  effect  would  be, 
that  they  would  lose  the  whole.  Mr.  C.  then  made 
some  remarks  against  this  particular  motion. 

The  ({uestion  was  taken  on  Mr.  Smith's  motion, 
and  decided  in  the  negative  without  a  divisioa. 

Mr.  SiLSBEE  next  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
striking  out  the  proviso,  which  is  in  the  following 
words: 

"  Provided,  That  all  cotton  cloths,  or  cloths  of  which 
cotton  is  a  component  material,  the  cost  of  which  at  the 
place  whence  imported,  with  the  addition  of  20  per 
centum,  if  imported  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  or 
from  places  beyond  it;  and  10  per  centum  if  imported 
from  any  other  place,  shall  be  less  than  35  cents  per 
square  yard,  shall,  with  such  addition,  be  taken  and 
deemed  to  have  cost  S6  cents  per  square  yard,  and 
shall  be  chuged  with  dnty  accordingly." 

Thb  motion  was  negatived— ayes  45. 
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Mr.  Smith,  of  Marjrland,  then  moved  to  strike 
out  the  followiag  proviso  of  the  bill : 

"  Provided,  That  all  linen  cloths,  or  cloths  of  which 
linen  is  a  component  material,  from  whatever  place, 
the  cost  of  which  at  the  place  whence  imported,  with 
the  addition  of  10  per  centum,  shall  be  less  than 
25  cents  per  square  yard,  shall,  with  such  addition,  be 
taken  and  deemed  to  have  cost  25  cents  per  square 
yard,  and  shall  be  charged  with  duty  accordingly." 

Mr.  Smith  said  incidentally,  (and  he  and  other 
gentlemen  repeated  the  suggestion  afterwards,) 
that  he  nwde  this  motion,  not  from  any  expecta- 
tion of  succeeding  in  the  proposition,  for,  from  the 
intimation  thrown  out  bv  the  honorable  Speaker, 
he  perceived  that  the  bill  must  be  taken  as  it 
stands,  and  that  it  was  in  vain  to  propose  any 
amendment. 

After  some  observations  from  Mr.  Clay  and 
Mr.  Baldwin  against  the  motion,  and  Mr.  Smith 
and  Mr.  Lowndes  in  favor  of  it — 

The  <^uestion  was  taken  on  Mr.  Smith's  motion, 
and  decided  in  the  negative — ayes  48. 

Mr.  SiLSBEE  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  so  as  to 
reduce  the  proposed  duty  on  imported  coffee  from 
six  to  five  cents  per  lb.,  and  spoke  in  support  of  the 
motion.  After  some  remarlra  from  Mr.  McLkam, 
of  KentuckjT)  against  iu- 

This  motion  also  was  negmtived. 

Mr.  Mbios  moved  to  increase  the  duty  on  iron 
castings  from  one  dollar  and  a  half  to  three  dollars 
per  hundred  weight. 

This  motion  also  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Holmes  moved  to  reduce  the  duty  on  iron 
bare  and  bolts,  except  iron  manufactured  by  rolling, 
frorn  the  proposed  amount  of  one  dollar  and  twen- 
ty-five cents  per  cwt.  to  one  dollar. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Kinsey,  and 
was  also  negatived. 

Mr.  Meios  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  insert- 
ing a  duty  on  steam  machinery  imported,  of  three 
doTiars  per  hundred  weight. 

This  motion  was  also  negatived. 

Mr.  Kendall  moved  an  amendment,  the  object 
of  which  was  slightly  to  vary  the  duty  on  paper ; 
which  also  was  negatived. 

Mr.  SiLSBEE  moved  to  reduce  the  proposed  duty 
on  imported  molasses,  frCHn  ten  to  nve  cents  per 
gallon. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Clay,  and 
supported  by  Mr.  Holmes,  with  much  good  humor 
on  both  sides.  It  was  also  supported  by  Mr.  Foot 
and  Mr.  Whitman,  and  opposed  by  Mr.  BtJTLEH, 
of  Louisiana.  It  was  negatived  by  a  large  ma- 
jorilv. 

The  Committee  then  rdse,  reported  progress,  and 
obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 


Saturday,  April  22. 

Mr.  PiNCKNEY  offered  a  joint  resolution  direet- 
ing  the  Secretary  of  State  to  transmit  one  copy  of 
the  Journal  of  tne  Convention,  which  formed  the 
Federal  Constitution,  to  each  of  the  members  of 
that  Convention,  who  are  now  living. 

Mr  Pinoknby's  reason  for  offering  this  resolu- 
tion was,  that  the  surviving  members  of  tlie  Con- 


vention no  doubt  desired  to  have  copies  of  the 
Journal,  but  none  were  to  be  purchased;  and  he 
therefore  thought  it  proper  that  they  should  be 
furnished  from  the  copies  printed  for  the  pablic 
use. 

The  resolution  was  twice  read,  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  nm.  am, 

Mr.  Van  Rensselaer,  from  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  to  which  was  refared  the  bill 
from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  aet  for  the  relief 
of  Thomas  Hunter,"  reported  the  same  withoot 
amendment,  and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 
establish  additional  land  omces  in  the  State  of 
Alabama,"  was  recommitted  to  the  Comisittee  o& 
the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^'An  act  to  provide 
rdief  for  sick  and  disabled  seameti,"  reported  the 
same  with  amendments,  which  were  read,  and, 
together  with  the  bill,  ordered  to  lie  on  die  table. 

cills  from  the  Senate,  of  the  followiQe  titles,  to 
wit:  1.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  UOgden 
and  others;  2.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Matmew 
McNair ;  3.  An  act  authorizing  the  building  of 
a  certain  number  of  small  vessds  of  war ;  4.  Ad 
act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Leiper;  and,  5.  An 
act  confirming  the  proceedings  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  village  of  Cahokia,  in  the  State  of  Illinois, 
in  laying  out  a  town  on  the  commons  of  said  vil- 
lage ;  were  severally  read  twice  and  referred :  the 
first  and  second  to  the  Committee  of  Claims;  the 
third  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Alfoirs;  tbefoortb 
to  the  Conunittee  on  Pensions  and  Rerdotiooarir 
Claims ;  and  the  fifth  to  the  Committee  on  iHit 
Public  Lands. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  '^An  act  to 
increase  the  allowance  to  the  judges  of  theornbans' 
court,  in  the  counties  of  Washington  and  Alexan- 
dria," was  read  a  third  tim&  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  ainfaorizing 
the  sale  of  thirteen  sections  of  land  Ipng  within 
the  land  district  of  Canton,  in  the  Stale  of  Ohio/, 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  peraaed. 

REVISION  OF  THE  TARIFF. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  regulate 
the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage. 

Mr.  Sampson,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  by  reducing  the  proposed  duty  often  cents 
pdr  gallon  on  molasses  to  seven  cents;  which  mo- 
tion was  negatived  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  Clark,  of  New  York,  moved  to  amend  the 
bill  by  inserting  a  duty  on  butter,  of  nine  cents  per 
pound ;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Holmes  moved  to  reduce  the  proposed  duty 
on  imported  salt  from  twenty-five  to  twenty  cents 
per  bushel. 

This  motion  was  supported  at  some  length  by 
the  mover,  and  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Smitb,  of 
Maryland,  and  Sawter,  of  North  Carolina.  M«s^* 
CI.AY  and  McCoy  made  some  incidental  xtfssxth 
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the  former  adrerse,  the  latter  favorable  to  the  mo- 
tion. 

The  motion  was  negatived — ajres  56. 

The  bill  was  amen&d,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bald- 
win, so  as  to  provide  for  the  use  of  such  hydrome- 
ters, in  determining  the  proof  of  spirits,  as  the 
President  shall  prescribe. 

Mr.  Wendover  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
adding  to  the  duty  on  shoes  of  leather,  silk,  &c., 
on  shoes  or  slippers  of  prunella,  or  other  materials, 
a  duty  of  forty-five  cents  per  pair.  This  motion 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Strong,  of  New  York,  moved  to  increase 
the  duty  on  spirits  of  the  different  proofs  twenty 
cents  per  gaUon;  the  bill  proposes  from  thirty* 
eight  to  seventy  cents  per  gallon,  according  to  the 
proof. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  opposed  the  motion 
(HI  the  ground  that  it  woold  amount  to  a  prohibi- 
tory duty,  which  it  was  not  proposed  at  present  to 
adopt    The  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Strong  then  moved  an  increase  of  ten 
cents  per  gallon;  which  motion  was  also  nega- 
tived. 

Mr.  SiLjBBEE  moved  to  reduce  the  proposed  duty 
on  hyson  skin,  souchong,  and  aU.  other  black  teas, 
from  twenty-five  ^o  twenty  cents  per  poimd. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maxyland,  submitted  a  number 
of  statements  and  facts  to  show  that  the  existiDg 
discrimination  in  the  duty  on  bohea  and  black  teas 
permitted  an  evasion  of  the  higher  duty,  and  that 
the  duty  ooght  to  be  the  same  on  all  tbiose  teas,  to 
prevent  frauds,  dbc.  He  was  in  favor  of  Mr.  Silb* 
bee's  motion. 

The  motion  was  negatived — ayes  34. 

Mr.  Wen  DOVER  moved  to  make  a  discriminating 
duty  on  these  teas,  by  making  the  duty  on  hyson 
skin  twenty-eight  cents  per  pound;  which  was 
n^tived. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  to  prevent  the  frauds 
carried  on.  under  the  words  "  and  other  green  teas," 
moved  to  include  "  other  green  teas"  with  h3rson 
and  young  hyson  in  a  duty  of  forty  cents  per  pound ; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

The  Committee  then  proceeded  to  fill  up  the 
blanks  left  in  the  bill  for  fixing  the  doty  4>n  wines; 
and,  after  a  good  deal  of  discussion,  and  the  rejec- 
tion of  various  other  sumsy  th^;  UaalKs  were  mled 
to  read  as  follows : 

'H>n  M«daira»  Bnigmdy,  Ohttt^gn,  Rhonsh,  and 
Tokay*  $1  pep  gidlon ;  on  Bbetiy  sod  St.  Luean  00 
cents  a  faOa» ;  oa  other  winsi  npt  enanMcated,  when 
imported  ia  bottles  or  cases,  30  cents  per  gallon ;  oa 
Lisbon,  Oporto^  and  oa  other  wines  of  Portagsl,  and 
tbooo  of  Sicilj,  60  cents  a  gallon ;  on  Teaorifib}  Fajal> 
and  other  wines  of  the  Western  Islands,  80  cents ;  on 
ail  other  winea*  when  imported  olherwise  than  in  cases 
sod  bottles,  15  cents." 

Mr.  Kemoaj«l  moved  to  strike  out  the  duty  of 
five  cents  per  pound  on  oil  of  vitriol,  so  ae  to  leave 
the  importation,  of  it  free,  as  heretofore;  which 
was  n^atived. 

Mr.  Whitman  moved  so  to  amend  the  bill  as  to 
reduce  the  proposed  duty  on  printed  books  from 
twenty-five  to  twenty  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  and 
supported  his  motion  at  some  length.    The  reduc- 


tion was  supported,  also,  by  Mr.  Haroin,  who  was 
opposed  to  any  duty  on  the  importation  of  litem- 
ture,  and  by  Mr.  ^ivbbmobb,  and  was  opposed  by 
Messrs.  Kinsey.  Baldwin,  and  Cult,  on  the 
ground,  principally,  that  it  was  so  far  not  a  tax  on 
literature,  as  loreign  books  were  allowed  by  the 
bill  to  be  imports!  duty  free,  for  philosopmcal 
and  litemry  societies,  academies,  colleges,  &c., 
and  that  the  proposed  duty  was  necessary  to  pro- 
tect the  business  of  printing  and  publishing  in  this 
country.  Mr.  Seroeant  enterea  into  the  discus- 
sion on  incidental  points,  and  was  in  favor  of  the 
motion. 

The  motion  was  finally  agreed  to — ayes  69, 
noes  53. 

Mr.  Whitman  next  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
by  reducing  the  duty  on  plain  flint  glass  from  ten 
cents  to  seven  cents  per  pouad^  under  a  conviction, 
from  information  he  had  received,  that  the  latter 
duty  would  be  an  ample  protection  of  the  domestic 
fabric. 

Mr.  Balowin  opposed  the  motion,  and  eirteicd 
into  various  statement)  and  references  to  the  Bri- 
tish and  other  tariis,  ^.,  to  show  that  the  duty 
of  Xkd,  per  cent,  was  as  low  as,  with  a  just  regard 
to  our  own  pEoduetion  of  the  artiok,  could  possi- 
bly be  fixed,  and  to  prevent  the  glass  estdblish- 
ments  of  the  country  from  being  placed  entirely 
at  the.  mercy  of  the  British  manufacturer:  aigning 
that  it  was  a  manufacture  whieh,  of  all  othcta, 
ought  to  be  encouraged,  inasmuch  as  it  was  the 
product  of  materials  which  were  of  no  value  for 
any  other  purpose^ 

The  motion  was  negatived,  without  a  division. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BoTi.Ba,  of  Louisiana,  the 
article  of  copper,  manufactured  into  sugar  boilers, 
was  inserted  among  the  articles  entitled  to  draw- 
back. 

For  the  reaaon  that  he  did  not  understand  it^ 
and  that  it  might  be  dangeroua,  as  far  as  he  could 
foresee  its  operation,  w.  Smith,  of  Marvland, 
moved  to  strike  out  toe  following  clause  of  tne  9th 
seelioaof  theb^: 

**And  that  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  which 
shall  be  ioiported  in  any  ship  or  vessel  from  any  for- 
eign port  or  place^  or  which  m  her  voyage  shall  have 
tooohed  at  any  fbreiga  nost  or  pkss,  shall;  to  all  in- 
tents and  pnrpeaes,  be  doaned  and  taken  to  be  of:  fia* 
eiga  giawth,  piodtteo,  and  manufsaturs*" 

The  motion  was  supported  by  Messrs.  SiLsasa 
and  Whitman  ;  and  Mr.  Baldwin  replied,  that 
the  clause  was  intended  to  guard  against  frauds 
on  the  revenue  from  Canada  by  the  Lakes,  dbc. ; 
but  he  was  willing  to  meet  any  proper  views  on 
theeul^ecti  and,  on  a  conference  with  the  gentle* 
men  opposed  to  it,  had  no  doubt  it  might  be  tramed 
to  the  general  satisfaction,  if  the  motion  were 
withdrawn. 

Mr.  Sm»[tb,  for  the  present,  consented  to  with- 
draw his  motion. 

The  bill  having  been  gone  through — 

Mr.  Tyler,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  strike  out  the 
first  section  or  the  bill,  and  was  prepared  now  to 
go  into  the  remarks  wnich  he  intended  to  offer  in 
opposition  to  the  bill,  if  it  were  the  pleasure  of  the 
Committee  to  listen  to  an  argument  on  its  general 
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merits  i  but,  as  the  Committee  had  been  engaged 
for  several  hours  in  a  laborious  and  fatiguing  con- 
sideration of  its  details,  he  moved  that  the  Com- 
mittee now  rise. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  reported  progress, 
and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce, presented  to  the  House  a  mass  of  corre- 
spondence derived  from  the  Executive  department 
between  the  Ministers  of  our  Grovemment  and 
those  of  France  and  England,  respecting  our  trade 
with  the  British  American  colonies,  and  the  ^n- 
eral  intercourse  between  France  and  the  United 
States ;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Monday,  April  24. 

Mr.  Wendover  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
American  Society  of  the  city  of  New  York  for 
the  encouragement  of  domestic  manufactures,  com- 
plaining of  the  system  of  credit  given  for  tne  du- 
ties on  the  importation  of  foreisn  manufactures, 
and  of  free  sales  at  auction ;  and  praying  that  the 
bill  now  pending  before  Congress,  regulating  the 
pavment  of  duties  on  merchandise  imported ;  the 
Dili  imposing  duties  on  certain  sales  at  auction ; 
on  imports  and  tonnage,  may  be  passed  into  laws, 
previous  to  the  termination  of  the  present  session 
of  Congress ;  which  was  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  to  which  the  said  bills  are 
committed. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  presented  a  petition 
of  sundry  innabitants  of  tne  city  of  Baltimore, 
praying  that  measures  may  be  adopted  to  prevent 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  from  engaging 
in  the  business  of  privateering,  under  the  flags  of  the 
Governments  of  South  America :  and  that  certain 
ports  in  the  United  States  may  be  designated,  in 
which,  only,  the  cruisers  of  those  Governments 
may  be  permitted  to  enter,  and  that  those  lying 
the  waters  of  the  Chesapeake  Bay  may  be 


among  those  which  may  be  prohibited;  wnich 
petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs. 

Mr  Sloan  presented  a  letter  from  George  Jack- 
son, of  Zanesville,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  charg- 
ing Samuel  Herrick,  a  member  of  this  House  from 
that  State,  with  having  improperly  received  money, 
for  his  services  in  procuring  a  pension  for  a  certain 
Robert  Cue,  and  enclosing  the  evidence  of  the 
said  charge ;  which  letter  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Van  Rensselaer,  from  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  who  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  reducing  or  suspending  the 
expenditures  on  fortifications,  made  a  report  there- 
on ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

An  engrossed  *'  resolution  for  the  distribution  of 
certain  copies  of  the  Journal  of  the  Convention 
which  formed  the  Constitution,"  was  read  the 
third  time^  and  passed. 

On  motion  ofMr.  Lowndes, 

Ke9olvtd^  That  the  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  of  the  7th  April,  1820,  with  the  documents 
which  accompanied  it,  be  referred  to  the  Com- 


mittee on  Naval  Affairs ;  and  that  they  be  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  proTiding  by 
law  that  no  commander,  or  otner  officer  in  the 
naval  service  of  the  United  States,  shall  receire 
on  board  his  vessel  any  gold,  silver,  or  jewels, 
without  orders  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  or  the  Navy  Department ;  and  that  no  of- 
ficer, without  such  orders,  shall  transport,  as  a  pas- 
senger, any  person  in  the  naval  or  military  service 
of  a  foreign  Government  engaged  in  war ;  and  the 
Committee  of  Naval  Affairs  are  also  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  determining,  bv 
laWj  whether  any  compensation  or  freight  shall 
be,  m  any  case,  permitted,  for  articles  transported 
in  vessels  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  WooDBRiDGE  Submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rqpraentsr 
fives  of  the  tinUed  States  ofAmerUa  in  Congreu  at 
sembled.  That  the  line  heretofore  cauBed  to  he  f  orrej- 
edy  marked,  and  designated,  from  the  soathcm  extreme 
of  Lake  Michigan,  due  east,  in  porsuanee  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act,  entitled  '<An  act  to  luthorise  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  afcertatn  tad  de- 
signate certain  boundaries/*  passed  May  It,  1812,  to 
far  as  the  same  eztenda  dne  east  from  the  veitem 
boundary  line  of  the  Sute  of  Ohio,  be  and  remtin  the 
established  boundary  line  between  the  raid  State  of 
Ohio  and  the  Territory  of  Michigan. 

The  resolution  was  read  twice  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  LAnds. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  from  this  Hoose 
entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Steel,  with  an 
amendment.  And  they  have  passed  bills  of  the 
following  titles :  An  act  panting  certain  privi- 
l^es  to  ue  Ocean  Steamship  Comnanr  of  New 
York;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Sm/th; 
and  an  act  to  provide  for  the  building  an  addition 
to  the  custom-nouse  now  erecting  in  the  city  ffl 
New  Orleans,  for  the  use  of  the  district  court  of 
the  United  States  for  the  State  of  Louisiana.  In 
which  amendment  and  bills,  they  request  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 

REVISION  OF  THE  TARIFF. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itsdf  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  regulate 
the  duties  on  imports. 

A  motion  to  strike  out  the  first  seetion  of  the 
bill  (to  reject  it)  being  under  consideration— 

Mr.  Ttlbr  said,  that  he  sincerely  mingled  his 
regreto  with  those  which  had  been  repeatedly  «• 
pressed  by  others,  that  this  all-important  subj^ 
should  be  urged  to  a  decision  at  this  late  penod. 
The  languor  attendant  on  a  long  session  rartjy 
fails  to  produce  a  r^tlessness  and  impatience  ad- 
verse to  a  full  and  free  investigation.  If  we  ar- 
rive, said  he,  to  a  precipitate  conclusion,  one  ad- 
verse to  the  best  interests  of  this  nation,  he  meant 
not  that 
devolve  on 


any  share  of  the  responsibUity  should 

a  him.    He  considered  that  he  Wda 

high  duty  to  discharge,  and  trusted  the  House 
would  bear  with  him  wnile  he  discharged  it. 

Some  gentlemen  have  been  pleased  to  coosifl^ 
the  bill  on  the  table  a  mere  experiment.   "C 
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should  be  cautious,  Mr.  ChairmaD,  how  we  adopt 
experiments  of  a  vague  and  uncertain  character; 
but  more  especially  ought  we  to  be  so,  when  the 
two  great  branches  of  national  industry,  com- 
merce and  agriculture,  are  materially  interested  in 
that  experiment.     Shall  we  make  an  hasty  exper- 
iment on  our  best  interests  ?    Shall  we  precipi- 
tately adopt  a  system  from  which  the  most  serious 
and  destructive  results  may  arise  ?    I  repeat,  that 
great  deliberation  and  renection  are  required  of 
us.    And,  sir,  what  is  the  character  of  the  exper- 
iment which  is  about  to  be  made  t   One  which  is 
to  give  a  nei^v  direction  to  the  capital  and  labor  of 
the  country.     The  clamor  which  has  been  raised 
in  support  of  what  is  called  naiional  industry,  has 
this  lor  its  object  and  nothing  else.    This  is  the 
inevitable  consequence  of  the  bill  on  your  table 
should  you  adopt  it.    Are  the  present  manufac- 
turers in  the  United  States  realfy  entitled  to  your 
aid  ?    Where  is  the  proof  of  it  1    We  have  asked 
for  the  proof,  and  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
frankly  acknowledged  that  he  did  not  passess  it. 
All  classes  labor,  at  this  time,  under  serious  em- 
barrassments.    The  gentlemen  from  Pennsylva- 
nia (Mr.  Baldwin)  has  ascribed  these  embar- 
rassments to  the  badness  of  our  present  system. 
Not  so,  said  Mr.  T.,  the  causes  are  plain  and  ob- 
vious.   The  present  extraordinary  condition  of 
the  world,  almost  all  Christendom  being  now  at 
peace,  is  one  of  the  great  causes.    The  demand 
tor  the  productions  of  our  soil  is  diminished  by 
the  circumstance  of  the  inhabitants  of  Europe 
being  now  permitted  to  pursue  the  vralks  of  in- 
dustry, uninterrupted    by  the    turmoil    of  war. 
They  are  no  longer  dependent  on  us  for  those 
large  supplies  which  they  lately  required.    There 
is  another  cause  equally  operative,  and  it  is  to  be 
found  in  that  hot-bed  tenking  system,  which,  like 
the  present  bill,  when  introduced,  was  made  to 
promise  us  such  potent  blessings.    I  repeat,  that 
all  classes  are  greatly  oppressed.  For  one,  I  wanted 
such  information  as  would  have  enabled  me  fairly 
to  contrast  the  condition  of  the  manufacturing 
with  the  other  interests  of  the  country.    I  wanted 
to  be  informed  whether  that  interest  onlv  suffered 
in  the  same  ratio  with  the  others,  and  whether  its 
sufferings  were  produced  by  similar  causes.    In 
the  absence  of  tnis  information,  I  am  left  to  con- 
clude that  it  is  now  deemed  expedient  to  hold  out 
rewards  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  new  direction 
to  the  capital  and  labor  of  ue  nation. 

If  ^ndemen  imagine  that  by  this  bill  they  are 
securing  the  permanent  interests  of  the  manufac- 
turers ;  if  they  believe  that  this  is  all  which  will 
be  required  at  the  hands  of  the  Legislature^  they 
are  most  grossly  deceived.  This  is  but  the  incip- 
ient measure  of  a  system.  I  venture  to  predict 
that,  after  the  lapse  of  a  very  few  years,  we  shall 
be  assailed  by  as  urgent  petitions  as  those  which 
have  poured  in  on  us  at  tne  present  session. 

What  will  be  the  effect  of  this  measure  ?  It 
proposes  a  rate  of  duties  sufficiently  high  to  ena- 
ble our  artists  to  undersell  the  foreign  artist  in  the 
markets  of  this  country.  For  a  short  time,  it  will 
have  that  effect,  but  it  cannot  long  continue.  It 
adds  to  the  profits  of  those  who  at  this  time  have 
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their  capitals  invested  in  manufactories;  and  while 
other  classes  will  labor  under  severe  pecuniary 
embarrassments,  they  will  enjoy  comparative  pros- 
perity. What  will  be  the  consequence  ?  Why, 
sir,  there  is  no  principle  in  political  economy  more 
universallv  true,  than  that  capital  will  flow  into 
those  employments  from  which  it  can  derive  the 
greatest  profits.  This  bill,  then,  will  have  the 
efifect  of  causing  new  investitures  of  capital.  Thus 
a  spirit  of  competition  will  have  been  generated, 
and  in  the  course  of  a  few  years,  the  profits  of 
these  capitalists  will  have  settled  down  to  their 
present  level.  The  supply  will  always,  after  a 
short  time,  suit  itself  to  the  demand,  and.  from 
being  at  first  deficient,  will  often  exceed  it.  Again: 
The  advocates  of  this  system  have  attempted  too 
much.  They  have  clasped  in  their  embrace  too 
many  favorites  to  yield  a  permanent  benefit  to  any 
one.  There  will  exist  an  inequality  of  profits  in 
the  various  branches  of  manufacturing  mdustry ; 
and  this  circumstance  will  aid  greatly  in  proau- 
cinj^  the  result  which  I  have  deduced.  To  sim- 
plify my  argument,  let  me  present  to  you  a  sup- 
posititious case:  Take  the  case  of  the  tailor  and 
shoemaker.  If  the  tailor  makes  a  greater  profit 
in  his  trade,  then  you  will  have  more  tailors  than 
shoemakers ;  more  labor  will  be  employed  by  the 
one  than  the  other.  The  shoemaker,  in  order  to 
retain  his  laborers  in  his  employment,  will  be 
forced  to  give  higher  wages ;  and  the  tailor,  in 
order  to  counteract  this  enect,  will  find  himself 
compelled  to  increase  the  wages  of  his  laborers. 
And  thus,  the  competition  between  them  will  urgje 
them  on  to  the  imposition  of  high  prices  on  their 
diflferent  fabrics.  While  the  wages  of  labor  are 
continually  advancing,  they  will  find  their  profits 
constantly  diminishing,  and  their  resort  to  high 
prices  for  their  products  will  resemble  the  desper- 
ate efifort  of  the  gambler,  whose  hopes  are  all 
staked  on  the  la&t  throw  of  the  dice.  The  conse- 
quence is  inevitable.  This  bill  secures  them  not. 
The  foreign  competitor  again  enters  your  market, 
and  again  will  our  ears  be  deafened  with  cries  for 
relief. 

If  any  thing  more  was  wanting  to  satisfy  us  of 
the  trutn  of  these  deductions,  the  case  of  the  man- 
ufacturers of  bar  iron  would  be  conclusive.  The 
gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  (Mr.  Kinsey,)  the 
other  day  very  candidly  confessed  that  in  1816  he 
did  believe  that  the  duty  then  laid  on  that  article 
would  have  been  in  all  respects  sufficient ;  but  he 
then  labored  under  a  deception,  and  an  additional 
duty  is  now  proposed.  How  has  this  been  pro- 
duced ?  It  may  clearly  be  traced  to  the  causes 
which  have  already  been  suggested.  The  manu- 
facturer of  bar  iron  had  to  go  into  a  market  for 
the  purpose  of  procuring  laborers,  where  he  met 
with  the  farmer  and  merchant  as  his  competitors. 
The  competition  operated  disadvantageously  to 
him,  and  he  again  presents  himself  to  you  for 
relief  In  a  country  tnickly  populated,  sucn  effects 
would  gradually  and  almost  imperceptibly  devel- 
ope  themselves.  Where  a  surplus  population  ex- 
ists, each  branch  of  industry  will  be  well  supplied 
with  laborers ;  the  bidding  is  on  the  part  of  the 
laborer  for  employment,  and  not,  as  in  a  new 
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country,  by  the  undertaker  for  the  laborer.  But 
where  you  have  an  extensive  wilderness  yet  to 
settle,  where,  from  the  paucity  of  hands,  the  wases 
of  labor  must  necessarily  be  high,  where  the  la- 
borer feels  and  knows  the  value  which  is  set  on 
him,  as  sure  as  man  is  man,  the  effects  which  I 
have  anticipated  will  result.  If,  then,  you  intend 
to  stop  here,  you  only  hold  out  a  false  lure ;  one 
promising  permanent  benefit,  but,  unless  pressed 
to  prohibition,  resulting  in  ruin.  I  take  it,  then, 
for  granted  that  no  gentleman  will  vote  for  this 
measure  who  b  not  prepared  to  go  on  to  prohi- 
bition. 

Let  us,  then,  look  to  the  effects  of  such  a  mea- 
sure. Remember  the  history  of  your  banks,  and 
vou  will  have  the  picture  of  the  effects  to  flow 
Irom  prohibitions.  By  such  a  measure  the  other 
interests  of  the  community  are  thrown  prostrate 
at  the  feet  of  the  manufacturers.  The  dread  of 
comoetition  from  abroad  will  no  longer  afford  a 
check  to  unreasonable  demands.  It  would  be  idle 
to  expect  that  they  would  be  satisfied  with  modc^ 
erate  profits.  Such  is  not  in  the  nature  of  man, 
nor  do  I  venture  to  utter  a  complaint  against  it 
Immense  fortunes  will  be  realized  before  such  fur- 
ther investment  of  capital  shall  take  place  as  to 
destroy  the  monopoly.  But,  sir,  such  investments 
will  in  time  take  place ;  large  investments  will  be 
invited ;  we  shall  then  have  become  a  manufac- 
turing nation,  and  fabrics  to  a  greater  amount 
than  will  be  required  for  home  consumption  will  be 
produced.  Again,  then,  you  will  have  to  resort  to 
expedients.  Let  us  not  disguise  the  fact.  By  the 
time  you  have  reached  this  stage,  that  class  of  so- 
ciety will  be  too  numerous  to  supplicate.  No, 
thev  will  speak  in  the  tone  of  dictation.  They 
will  tell  you  that,  invited  by  the  legislation  of 
Congress,  they  have  invested  millions.  They  will 
tell  you  that  tne  home  market  is  overstocked  with 
their  fabrics ;  that  their  surplus  products  are  rot- 
ting on  their  hands :  and  that  rum  awaits  them, 
unless  you  extend  further  protection.  They  will 
enter  no  foreign  market  without  your  aid,  for  there 
they  will  come  in  competition  with  the  artisans  of 
other  nations.  What,  then,  could  you  do?  You 
would  have  to  encourage  the  exportations  by 
bounties.  This  is  the  inevitable  effect ;  and  what 
would  be  the  effect  of  the  premium  ?  Sir,  it  opei^ 
ates  beneficially  to  the  foreign  consumf r,  and  inju- 
riously to  your  own  citizen.  One  of  the  objects  of 
a  bounty  is  to  keep  up  the  home  price.  If  the 
manufacturers  cannot  afford  to  maxe  a  yard  of 
cloth  for  less  than  five  dollars,  and  the  supply 
should  be  greater  than  the  demand,  it  is  obvious 
that  the  cloth  would  fall  below  that  price,  and, 
without  the  interposition  of  the  Government,  ruin 
would  await  him.  If,  in  the  foreign  market,  op- 
erated on  either  by  the  tariff  of  duties  there  exist- 
ing, or  other  causes,  his  cloth  would  not  sell  at  a 
profit,  the  Government  finds  itself  compelled  to 
mterpose,  and  make  up  by  its  bounty  the  difference 
between  the  market  irice  and  that  at  which  the 
manufacturer  can  afford  to  sell  at  a  reasonable 
profit.  Thus,  then,  we  shall  supply  the  foreign 
at  a  less  price  than  tne  domestic  consumer.  Every 
other  class  pays  then  a  tax  for  the  support  of  this 


class  of  citizens,  for  the  bount]f  operates  ts  a  tai, 
and  a  heavy  one  often,  on  the  citizens  of  the  coun- 
try. These  demands,  too,  will  be  constantly  un- 
dergoing a  change,  and  will  depend,  not  on  your- 
selves, but  on  the  regulations  of  foreign  countries. 
Thus,  then,  have  we  arrived  at  the  laods-eod 
of  this  svstem.  You  have  now  reached  the  ulti- 
mate ena  of  your  journey.  Let  gentlemen  now 
pause  and  reflect.  If  they  shall  ha?e  imagined  it 
to  be  a  voyage  over  an  unrufAed  ocean,!  tell  them 
that  they  are  deceived.  In  fitting  out  this  new 
and  favorite  ship,  do  they  forget  tut  it  is  probable 
that  those  bottoms  which  have  heretofore  borne 

?'ou  on  to  happiness,  advanced  your  wealth,  af- 
brded  strength  and  security,  are  rouing  and 
decaying  on  your  hands  ?  what  becomes  of  ac- 
rieulture?  I  contend  that  the  first  and  ineTitaUe 
effect  of  this  bill  is  to  reduce  the  value  of  land; 
to  diminish  the  value  of  the  capital  of  the  farmer. 
Manufacturing  labor  and  capital,  or  by  far  the 
greater  portion,  will  be  subducted  from  agricul- 
ture. Men  will  pursue  their  true  interests,  and 
you  will  have  made  it  their  interests  to  abandon 
their  fields,  and  to  invest  their  caoital  in  manu- 
facturing establishments.  The  adTance  of  im- 
provement will  be  in  a  great  measure  stooped.  A 
portion  of  the  soil  will  be  thrown  out  of  culiWa- 
tion,  and  the  remit  is  obvious.  This  oonclusion 
is  drawn  from  principles  so  dear,  that  to  press  it 
further  would  be  an  unnecessary  waste  of  time. 

But,  sir,  what  will  be  the  effects  while  thb  tran- 
sition of  capital  is  uking  place  ?  It  must  be  some 
time  before  society  can  accommodate  itself  to  any 
sudden  chanee.  America  is  now  the  granary  of 
the  world  ;  she  supplies  the  wants  of  foreign  na- 
tions as  they  arise.  It  is  tme  that  the  toreign 
market  at  this  moment  is  almost  glutted ;  but  shall 
we  be  denied  the  advantage  of  pro6ting  by  a 
change  in  that  market?  Do  not  all  producers 
experience  fluctuations  in  their  markets?  To- 
day, from  tbe  deficiency  of  the  supplyr,  high  prices 
are  obtained;  to-morrow  the  market  is  b^ter sup- 
plied, and  a  diminution  in  the  value  of  the  product 
takes  place.  These  are  calculations  which  all 
men  must  make,  in  whatever  branch  of  industry 
they  may  be  employed.  Who  can  tell  how  long 
the  causes  which  now  operate  to  our  injury  may 
continue  to  exist?  All  human  afiairs  are  con- 
stantly undergoing  a  change ;  and  even  wbiie  1 
am  now  addressing  you,  new  causes  of  disputes 
among  the  Powers  of  Europe  may  be  unfoldiBg 
themselves.  The  speck  which  is  now  scared^ 
discernible  on  the  horizon,  the  next  moment  may 
swell  into  a  cloud,  dark  and  portentous.  Will 
you  not,  by  this  system,  deny  to  us  all  benefit  from 
any  change  whicn  may  occur  ?  Yes,  sir,  1  con- 
tend that  you  will  have  done  so.  Society  li^^ 
on  exchanges ;  exchange  constitutes  the  very  soul 
of  commerce.  Under  present  circumstances  tD<^ 
merchant  purchases  the  products  ol  the  country, 
ships  them  abroad,  and  receives  in  exchanp  »•"' 
cles  which  the  country  furnbhes  to  which  be 
makes  his  shipment.  But  can  vou  expect  tbai 
foreign  nations  will  buy  of  you  for  any  m^  f^ 
time,  unless  you  buy  or  them  ?  You  cannot  w 
so  visionary.   But  suppose  they  could,  what  wooio 
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you  receive  ia  retarn  ?    Gold  and  silver,  articles 
of  no  value,  but  as  a  medium  of  exchange.    At- 
tempts have  been  made  by  some  nations  to  retain 
all  the  gold  and  silver  that  flowed  in  upon  them. 
The  attempt  has  been  regarded  as  indicative  of 
the  highest   folly.    So  would  also  be  a  system 
which  should  look  to  a  constant  importation  of 
the  precious  metals.    1  repeat,  that  the  great  use 
of  money  is  to  serve  as  a  medium  of  exchange 
among  nations  and  among  men;  and,  to  suppose 
an  extreme  case,  if  we  could  goon  until  we  obtained 
dli  the  money  in  the  world,  we  should  still  be  like 
the  miser  of  a  be^r  in  the  midst  of  it.    You 
would  then,  bv  this  cruel  system,  have  diminished 
the  value  of  the  land,  the  capital  of  the  farmer, 
and  have  shut  him  out  almost  eatirely  from  all 
foreign  marketi. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  are  promised  a  home 
market  for  our  products.    Are  gentlemen  serious 
when  they  urge  such  arguments?    Would  you 
add  1^  this  bill  to  the  number  of  oonsumers  in 
the  United  States  ?    I  speak  of  the  agrioulturel 
interest,  as  it  now  exists,  before  sufficient  time 
shall  liave  elapsed  to  enable  the  farmer  to  desert 
his  field,  and  give  a  new  direction  to  his  labor.    I 
ask,  tftien,  if  your  manufactures  shall  prosper;  if 
you  succeed,  as  you  unquestionablv  will,  in  build- 
ing up  large  manufacturing  establishments,  will 
vou  add  to  the  number  of  consumers  ?    Who  will 
-be  fbnod  in  them  ?    Men  who  must  be  fed  whether 
they  are  there  or  elsewhere — ^laborers.    Will  this 
be  to  furnish  a  new  market  ?    Take  the  case  of 
large  mercantile  cities ;  they  would  furnish  a  par- 
alJeJ.    ^y  coocentrating  the  population,  you  con- 
centrate the  number  of  purchasers,  but  you  do  not 
therein  increase  their  number.     Whether  your 
fifty  merchants  be  in  a  city,  or  dispersed  over  the 
country,  they  do  not  lose  their  character  of  pur- 
chasers.'  They  must,  in  either  event,  be  fed.    So 
too  with  the  laborers  employed  in  a  manufactory. 
But  look  to  the  list  of  agricultural  exports,  and 
lell  me  how  long  it  will  take  you  to  furnish  a  nome 
market  for  them  ?    They  amounted  last  year,  if  I 
do  not  mistake,  to  something  like  (50,000,000,  and 
this  was  made  up  of  the  portion  of  product  which 
remaioedafter  satisfying  the  home  demand.    The 

K'opositioB,  sir.  is  futile;  nay,  a  perfect  mockery, 
or  are  we  to  oe  deceived  by  the  apparent  regard 
which  the  Ck>mmittee  of  Manufactures  has  evinced 
in  our  behalf.    The  chairman  (Mr.  Baldwin)  has 
been  pleated  to  report  a  duty  on  cotton  and  tobacco, 
imported  into  this  country.    Did  he  really  imagine 
that  the  members  from  Georgia  and  South  Caro- 
lina were  to  be  entrapped  by  the  first,  or  the  mem- 
bers from  Virginia  bv  the  last  ?    I  feel  assured  that 
my  hoDoraUe  friend  did  not  intend  to  practise  a 
deception  upon  us.    He  would  spurn,  with  indig- 
nation,  any  such  resort.    But  I  ask  him  serioudy 
to  say  whether  he  thinks  that  the  South  requires 
this  tax  on  cotton,  or  Virginia  this  tax  on  tobacco? 
Look  at  the  list  of  annual  exports  of  cotton,  and 
tell  me  if  the  cotton  planter  here  has  any  thing  to 
fear  from  foreign  competition  1    And  is  it  not  well 
known  that  the  Virginia  tobacco  planter  fears  no 
competition  on  earth?    No  other  tobacco  comes 
into  competition  with  it.    France  admits  none 


other  than  that  raised  in  Virginia  ;  and  the  anxiety 
of  foreign  purchasers  to  obtain  our  tobacco,  is  the 
best  evidence  of  its  decided  superiority  over  the 
similar  production  of  any  other  country.  As  well 
might  the  gentleman,  it  he  had  been  legislating 
for  Newcastle,  to  use  a  familiar  illustration,  have 
laid  a  high  duty  on  coal  thereinto  imported. 

But,  sir,  we  must  moreover  be  taxed,  and  highly 
taxed,  to  support  this  system.  Do  you  require 
proof  of  the  truth  of  this  assertion  ?  The  bill  on 
your  table  furnishes  the  evidence.  Sir,  I  thank 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  for  having  ad- 
dressed us  in  a  plain  and  intelligible  manner. 
Aware  that  the  high  duties  imposed  by  the  bill  on 
the  greater  number  of  articles,  would  produce  a 
deficit  in  the  revenue,  he  has  proposed  to  remedy 
thb  evil  by  exacting  higher  duties  on  articles  of 
the  first  necessity.  On  sugar,  coffee,  molasses,  and 
salt,  a  large  revenue  is  proposed  to  be  raised. 
Who  will  have  to  pay  it  ?  Inasmuch  as  the  agri- 
cidtural  class. is  the  most  numerous,  they  will  have 
to  pay  the  greater  portion  of  it.  Shr,  it  operates 
as  a  direct  tax  on  them. 

You  extort  for  a  time  from  their  necessities,  but 
they  cannot  long  bear  the  exaction,  and  if  you  do 
not  experience  a  large  deficiency  of  revenue  this 
year,  you  will  the  next  Although  these  articles 
enter  into  the  general  consumption  of  the  country, 
yet  an  increase  of  prices  will  have  the  effect  of  di- 
minishing their  consumption.  The  poorer  classes 
will  be  forced  to  resort  to  cheap  substitutes.  It  is 
not  a  time  to  be  loading  the  country  with  additional 
burdens ;  it  is  already  suflSciently  oppressed.  We 
should  administer  relief  to  the  people,  as  far  as 
practicable,  by  retrenching  the  expenses  of  the 
Government ;  and,  sir,  if  the  gentleman  had  looked 
over  the  whole  report  of  the  Committee  of  Wavs 
and  Means,  he  would  have  discovered  that,  so  far 
from  that  committee  deeming  it  necessarf  to  resort 
to  a  system  of  internal  revenue,  strong  reasons  were 
urged  by  them  aaainst  such  a  course.  The  gen- 
tleman nas  called  the  present  system  of  revenue  a 
rotten  system.  And  how  does  he  propose  to  get 
rid  of  it  ?  By  adopting  a  system  of  excises.  And 
when  does  he  propose  to  resort  to  that  system  ? 
Dane  you  resort  to  it  until  you  have  reached  pro- 
hibitions? Would  it  not  do  away  the  effect  of 
high  duties?  The  manufacturer  would  have  to 
impose  the  amount  of  the  excise  on  the  price  of 
his  fiibrics,  and  thus  the  ef&ct  of  the  duty  would 
be  completely  neutralized.  You  can  only  adopt 
a  system  of  direct  and  heavy  taxation.  And  shall 
all  other  classes  be  taxed  to  uphold  this  favorite — 
manufacturers  ?  When  the  gentleman  talked  of  a 
rotten  system,  I  had  hoped  that  he  would  have 
given  us  something  of  a  purer  and  more  healthy 
character.  However  despicable  it  may  be,  I,  for 
one,  shall  cling  to  it  with  the  most  persevering 
obstinacy.  So  far,  under  its  influence,  we  have 
gone  on  prosperously  and  happily.  The  weight 
of  government  has  not  been  felt  by  the  citizen. 
He  has  been  left,  as  far  as  possible,  what  God  cre- 
ated him,  a  free  agent.  The  revenue  has  been 
raised  by  his  voluntary  subscriptions,  and,  in  its 
greatest  extent,  from  bis  imaginary  wants.  The 
system,  as  it  now  exists,  may  be  esteemed  the  le* 
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fitimate  source  of  revenue  for  this  Government. 
*he  States  passed  over  to  us  this  the  most  produc- 
tive source  of  income,  and  retained  only  the  right 
to  resort  to  direct  taxes.    Although  they  conferred 
on  thisGroveroment  the  power,  under  circumstances 
of  urgent  necessity,  of  taxing  the  same  articles 
with  themselves,  yet  the  policy  of  the  Government 
heretofore  has  been  to  avoid,  in  time  of  peace,  a 
resort  to  the  exercise  of  such  a  power.    But  the 
gentleman  is  exceedingly  dissatisfied  with  this 
system,  because  of  the  fluctuation  which  takes  place 
in  the  amount  of  the  revenue ;  and  what  is  his  ul- 
timatum 1    Excises.    And  are  they  less  liable  to 
fluctuation  in  amount  7    No,  sir.    When  we  shall 
have  become  a  great  manufacturing  people ;  when 
we  shall  have  attained  this  spreat  desideratum,  will 
not  the  state  of  foreign  marKets  produce  a  similar 
condition  of  things  with  that  which  now  exists? 
The  amount  of  your  bounties  on  exportation  will 
be  constantly  fluctuating,  and  an  increase  of  reve- 
nue during  one  year  comd  not  be  relied  on  for  the 
ensuing  year.    The  gentleman  has  been  pleased, 
also,  to  complain  of  the  necessity  which  we  are 
now  under  to  resort  to  a  loan  of  92,000,000.    What 
is  the  fact  in  reference  to  this  loan  ?    It  does  not 
add  to  the  debt  of  the  nation.    During  this  year, 
two-thirds  of  the  Mississippi  stock  wcomes  re- 
deemable.   The  bill  from  the  committee  authorizes 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  accept  subscrip- 
tions of  that  stock  in  satisfaction  of  the  loan.    If 
subscribed,  that  debt  will  be  postponed  for  a  limited 
time ;  and  if  not  subscribed,  a  new  debt  will  be 
created  in  its  place,  and  it  redeemed.    So  that  it 
is  obvious  the  engagements  of  the  Gk)vernment  are 
not  augmented,  but  merely  postponed. 

I  think,  then,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  I  have  ren- 
dered in  some  measure  the  efiects  which  will  flow 
from  this  bill  manifest.  It  will  diminish  the  value 
of  our  land  ;  it  will  shut  us  out  from  the  foreign 
market ;  it  cannot  substitute  a  home  market,  as  is 
erroneously  contended ;  and,  finally,  it  subjects  us 
to  a  heavy  burden  of  taxation.  Is  it  necessary 
that  I  should  go  on  to  show  its  efiects  on  com- 
merce ?  Agriculture  and  commerce  are  twin  sis- 
ters. You  cannot  inflict  a  wound  on  the  one  with- 
out injuring  the  other.  Our  foreign  trade,  I  have 
already  attempted  to  show,  would  be  greatly  and 
most  seriously  curtailed.  And,  sir,  when  the  gen- 
tleman excepts  from  duty  copper  used  for  sheath- 
injg  of  ships,  he  takes  care  to  limit  this  application 
ofthat  article  bv  striking  a  destructive  blow  at  the 
vessel  itself.  That  noble  spirit  of  enterprise  which 
has  heretofore  been  our  chief  boast,  will  be  in  a 

great  measure  destroyed,  and  your  navigation  will 
e  confined  to  your  own  bays  and  creeks.  Tell 
me  not,  then,  of  the  embarrassments  which  now 
prevail  in  this  land.  Qo  on  with  this  Chinese 
system;  carry  this  strange  fallacy  into  effect,  and 
we  shsdl  present  a  contrast  as  striking,  between 
our  present  and  our  then  situation,  as  that  which 
is  exhibited  in  the  case  of  a  child  who  has  lost  his 
plaything,  and  of  the  man  whose  house  is  wrapt 
in  flames,  and  the  fruits  of  a  long  life  of  industry 
in  a  moment  destroyed. 

Man  is  never  satisfied,  from  his  cradle  to  his 
grave.     When  in  his  infancy,  he  sighs  to  attain 


the  years  of  manhood ;  and  when  old  age  over- 
takes him,  he  casts  "  a  longing,  lingering  iook^ 
behind  him,  and  weeps  for  the  return  of  the  days 
of  his  youth.    So  is  it,  too,  with  nations.     Wis- 
dom would  admonish  them  of  the  folly  attendant 
on  their  wishes;  but,  sir,  they  oflen  press  on  with 
too  much  solicitude  to  the  attainment  of  maturitv, 
and  thereby  bring  on  themselves  a  premature  old 
age.    Shall  we  adopt  this  wicked  and  injurious 
course  of  policy?    Have  we  any  reason  to  be  dis- 
satisfied with  our  condition  ?    Look  to  the  past : 
a  wilderness  has  been  reclaimed ;  and,  notwith- 
standing the  difficulties  and  embarrassment  atten- 
dant on  our  early  history,  we  have  now  a  fair  and 
extensive  garden  spread  before  us,  abounding  in 
the  choicest  gifts  ot  a  bountiful  Providence,  and 
inhabited  bv  upwards  of  ten  millions  of  souk. 
Our  march  has  been  most  rapid ;  but  are  we  not 
still  in  our  infancy  ?    Does  there  exist  any  neces- 
sity for  us  to  resort  to  artificial  means  to  hasten 
our  growth  ?    Do  we  require  the  nostrums  of  gen- 
tlemen to  secure  our  health  ?    No,  sir,  I  do  stiJI 
hope  that  we  shall  not  resort  to  expedients  which 
bloat  the  body  politic,  and,  in  the  end,  enervate 
and  destroy. 

To  show  the  fallacy  of  such  a  course,  let  me 
imagine  that  a  gentleman  should  rise  in  his  place 
and  propose  to  you  forthwith  to  build  up  a  navy 
equal  to  that  of  England,  what  would  you  think 
of  him?    And  yet  he  might  appeal  to  your  na- 
tional pride ;  he  mis^ht  poii^t  to  the  security  which 
it  would  afibrd  to  the  nation  in  the  event  of  con- 
flicts with  foreign  nations.    But  you  would  not 
hesitate  to  say  to  him,  "Sir,  be  not  so  impatient; 
wait  the  process  of  time,  and  in  its  fulness,  all 
your  wishes  will  be  accomplished.''    So^  too,  will 
I  say  to  the  advocates  of  the  present  bill — sufler 
things  to  take  their  own  course,  and  the  time  will 
arrive  when  manufactures  will  flourish  without 
the  factitious  aid  of  the  Government.    Natural 
causes  will  produce  this  result.    Nature  governs 
man  by  i^o  principle  more  fixed  than  that  which 
leads  him  to  pursue  his  interest    When  it  shall 
correspond  with  the  interest  of  this  nation  to  be- 
come a  manufacturing  nation,  such  will  it  become. 
I  will  venture,  however,  the  opinion  that  such  will 
not  be  the  case  while  we  have  a  wilderness  to  peo- 
ple.   What  is  the  object  of  all  labor ;  to  obtain 
the  means  of  sustaining  life  in  comfort,  and  secur- 
ing for  one's  posterity  an  independence?    The 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Baldwin) 
has  told  us  of  the  great  importance  of  converting 
sand  into  glass  and  old  rags  into  paper ;  of  render- 
ing that  which  is  unproductive,  productive.    But 
can  the  labor  of  society  be  directed  with  greater 
benefit  to  the  nation,  to  the  world  at  large,  or  to 
the  laborer,  than  in  rendering  the  useless  forest 
lands  of  this  country  productive  and  fertile?  How 
much  does  this  process  add  to  the  comforts  and 
conveniences  of  civilized  man !    How  extensive 
and  how  variously  supplied  a  table  does  it  not 
present!    Regarded  in  a  national  point  of  view, 
no  process  can  add  more  rapidly  to  the  wealth  of 
society ;  regarded  as  afiecting  the  laborer  and  cap- 
italist, the  same  result  takes  place.    Ask  yourselves 
if  you  are  parents,  if  every  principle  or  parental 
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loTe  would  not  invite  you  to  expend  your  surplus 
capital  in  an  inheritance  for  your  children,  which 
war  cannot  destroy  or  fire  consume?  And  yet 
this  hill  proposes  a  new  direction  to  the  capital 
and  industry  of  your  citizens.  By  holding  out  a 
douceur  you  are  attempting  to  arrest  this  tide  of 
things  and  turn  it  into  a  channel  dug  by  your- 
selves. Again,  I  ask,  why  are  we  to  do  this? 
Can  we  hope,  or  could  we  wish,  to  advance  more 
Tepidly  in  the  road  of  national  wealth  than  we 
have  done  ?  Our  population  doubles  in  every 
twenty-five  years,  and  our  resources  keep  a  proper 
pace  with  our  population. 

Sir,  gentlemen  may  tell  me  what  they  please 
about  their  rotten  manufactories ;  but  I  call  upon 
them  to  compare  tbe  advance  of  our  nation  with 
that  of  any  other  that  ever  existed,  under  like  cir- 
cumstances, and  to  deduce,  if  they  can,  an  unfa- 
Yorable  conclusion  towards  us.  True,  a  cloud 
now  rests  over  us,  but  it  is  one  arising  from  causes 
plain  and  palpable.  It  would  be  unreasonable  to 
expect  that  we  should  always  experience  sunshine. 
I  tell  the  gentleman,  then,  that  we  want  no  change, 
and  least  of  all  the  change  that  he  would  give  us. 
To  expose  still  further  this  fallacy,  suffer  me  to  ask 
you  what  would  have  been  thought  by  intelligent 
men,  if  our  early  settlers  at  Jamestown,  at  Ply- 
mouth, and  elsewhere,  had  adopted  this  system, 
and  resolved  to  have  erected  manufactories  among 
them  ?  The  attempt  would  have  been  esteemed 
prosperous  and  idle.  And  what  is  our  situation 
m  comparison  to  the  old  nations  of  £urope,  takinji^ 
into  the  estimate  the  undefined  boundaries  of  thb 
mighty  empire  7  I  will  not  occupy  the  time  of 
the  CoDunittee  by  answering  the  question.  All 
may  draw  the  deduction. 

But,  sir,  we  must  become  independent  of  foreign 
nations.  This  is  the  basis  of  this  theory ;  a  theory 
which  aims  to  subvert  the  ordinances  of  Heaven 
itself.  I  was  near  pronouncing  it  an  impious 
theory. 

Mr.  Chairman,  man  is  dependent  on  man  and 
nation  on  nation.  Nature  has  written  this  truth 
in  characters  that  cannot  be  misunderstood.  Over 
one  portion  of  the  ^lobe  the  seasons  are  genial  and 
mild,  and  the  earth  pours  forth  its  most  abundant 
productions;  over  another.  Winter  maintains  its 
reign.  One  produces  cotton  and  breadstuffs,  while 
another  is  only  inhabited  by  graziers.  Would 
you,  to  render  Massachusetts  independent  of  South 
Carolina,  undertake  there  the  culture  of  cotton  ? 
Yet  this  might  be  done  in  hot-beds,  and  by  holding 
out  high  rewards.  Or  would  South  Carolina  be 
so  blind  to  her  interest  as  to  abandon  the  culture 
of  cotton,  and  attempt  to  rival  Massachusetts  in 
raising  stock?  It  would  be  folly  for  her  to  do  so, 
and  yet  it  might  possiblv  be  accomplished.  But, 
in  neglecting  to  do  so,  sne  would  proceed  on  the 
true  principle  that  she  could  purchase  much  cheaper 
than  she  could  rai^e.  And  yet  we,  the  legislators 
of  this  great  nation,  proceed  on  a  different  jprinci- 
ple.  and  assume  it  to  be  correct  to  manuiacture 
articles  which  might  be  obtained  on  much  better 
terms  from  abroad.  But  press  this  idea  of  national 
independence  still  further,  and  what  are  the  con- 
sequences?    Suppose  every  nation  on  the  face  of 


the  earth  should  adopt  this  notion,  what  would 
shortly  become  the  condition  of  the  world  ?  The 
advance  to  literary  attainment  would  be  without 
a  scaffolding  to  support  it.  Each,  instead  of  draw- 
ing from  a  common  stock,  would  have  to  rdy 
alone  on  its  own  capacity.  Those  arts  which  im- 
prove and  embellisb  life  would  gradually  decay, 
and  the  world  would  relapse  into  another  state  of 
vandalism.  But,  sir,  whatever  may  be  the  direc- 
tion of  your  industry,  this  cannot  be  the  case. 
The  intercourse  with  foreign  nations  will  be  car- 
ried on  to  a  certain  extent,  as  I  have  before  shown ; 
and  it  remains  to  be  inquired  whether  a  manufac- 
turing or  an  agricultural  nation  be,  in  truth,  the 
most  independent  of  others  ?  I  contend  that  Uie 
latter,  in  this  point  of  view,  has  the  decided  advan- 
tage. A  manufacturing  nation  is,  in  every  sense 
of  the  word,  dependent  on  others.  Look  to  Eng- 
land !  Cut  off  rrom  the  markets  of  the  world,  and 
misery  and  ruin  await  her.  Threaten  to  close 
your  ports  acrainst  her,  and  she  becomes  forthwith 
alarmed.  Close  them,  and  a  great  portion  of  her 
population  are  thrown  out  of  employment  and  re- 
duced to  begffary.  How  is  it  wim  an  agricultural 
nation  ?  Other  nations  are,  in  a  great  measure, 
dependent  on  it  for  food.  They  may  d  ispense  with 
your  silks  and  gewgaws,  but  bread  they  must 
nave.  And  when  its  foreign  trade  is  destroyed, 
that  very  circumstance  operates  beneficially  to  the 
poorer  classes,  for  they  are  then  enabled  to  obtain 
the  necessaries  of  life  in  greater  abundance,  on 
much  cheaper  and  much  better  terms.  This  im- 
aginary good,  then,  cannot  be  obtained  without 
warring  with  the  fiat  of  Omnipotence  itself,  and, 
if  obtamed,  would  be  productive  of  crying  evils. 
Nor  do  you,  in  any  manner,  benefit  a  nation  by 
converting  it  from  an  agricultural  into  a  manu- 
facturing nation. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  made  a  strong 
appeal  to  our  honor ;  he  said  that  that  honor  re- 
quired us  to  meet  France  and  England  with  their 
own  weapons ;  whenever  the  honor  of  this  nation 
shall  be  implicated,  I  trust  I  shall    require  no 

Erompter  to  tell  me  my  duty.  But  what  grievance 
ave  we  to  complain  of?  Why,  sir,  we  com- 
menced the  war  by  laying  high  duties  on  English 
fabrics,  and  what  enormous  offence  has  she  heen 
guilty  of?  Why,  to  counteract  the  effect  of  our 
duty,  she  has  imposed  a  duty  on  our  cotton.  Is 
this  any  thing  more  than  a  measure  of  self-preser- 
vation ?  Have  we  any  cause  to  quarrel  with  her 
for  so  doing?  But  the  gentleman  complains  also 
of  her  bounties  on  her  exports,  and  informed  us 
that  the  bounty  had  the  efiect  or  enabling  our  mer- 
chants to  sell  some  of  her  fabrics  in  this  country 
at  first  cost.  Now,  sir,  if  the  gentleman  is  disposed 
to  go  to  war  with  England  for  this,  1  am  not.  And 
why  should  we  make  war  on  France  through  this 
bill?  Why,  because  France  lays  a  higher  duty 
on  our  cotton  than  on  the  Turkey  cotton  ?  And 
why  does  she  do  so?    The  {gentleman  himself 

fave  the  reason ;  our  cotton  is  indi^iensable  to  the 
'rench  manufactures;  not  so  with  the  Turkey 
cotton ;  the  one  yields  a  greater  and  more  certain 
revenue  than  the  other.  The  one  may  be  taxed 
high  for  the  purpose  of  revenue,  whereas  a  high 
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tax  on  the  other  would  keep  it  out  of  the  market. 
She  resorts  to  the  duty  tiien  for  a  legitimate  object, 
and  we  hare  no  right  to  complain.  But  what  does 
the  gentleman  propose  as  a  remedy  for  this  evil  ? 
Why,  sir,  he  proposes  an  almost  entire  loss  of  the 
French  markets.  Will  the  cotton  planters  thank 
him  for  this  manifestation  of  his  friendship  ?  No, 
sir,  if  that  be  his  friendship,  thry  will  most  ardently 
supplicate  to  be  deliFered  from  it.  Sir,  it  is  a 
friendship  which,  while  it  smiles  in  the  face,  strikes 
to  'the  vitals ;  a  friendship  which^  instead  of  up* 
holding,  prostrates  in  the  oust ;  a  friendship  which 
bears  Uie  port  and  attitude' of  the  most  inveterate 
hostility. 

On  wiiat  then,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  this  system 
founded  ?  Gentlemen  will  pardon  me  for  saying 
that  it  is  based  on  narrow  and  ooatracted  prmci- 
ples ;  it  is  fbuadal  on  a>  desire  to  engross  all  wealth 
to  ourselves,  and  to  begrar  others ;  it  looks  not 
abroad'  throu^  the  world  of  man:,  but  confines 
itself  to  homej  and  even  there  it  bli^ts  and  de- 
stroys ;  it  oveiiookfl  the  plainest  prmciples  of  polit- 
ical economy.  Por  one,  I  should  be  pleased:  tof  see 
all  the  nai^ons  of  Ae  earth  prosperous,  and  happy, 
and  rich;  for  it  would  furnish  to  me  the  best  evi* 
dence  of  the  prosperity  of  my  native  land.  Were 
you  a  merchant  would  yon  settle  yourself  ina  rich 
or  poor  neighborhood  ?  Btr,  you  would  not  be  so 
blind  as  to  locate  yourself  amoog  persons  who 
would  not  be  able  to  purchase  your  ooods.  So 
with  nations  with  whom  we  trade.  Let  us  then 
not  run  after  babbles ;  let  us  learn  contentment,  and 
not  deceive  ourselves ;  let  us>  then  not  rudely  and 
heediessly  throw  from  vsf  the  rich  biasings  which 
Providence  has  bestowed  upon  us ;  letother  nations 
press  on,  if  they  please,  to  that  point  when  they 
will  lose  their  agricultural,  and  assume  a  manufac- 
turiog  character ;  so  mocn  the  better  for  us ;  our 
market  will  thus  be  increased  for  the  products  of 
our  soil,  and  wealth  and  happiness  will  await  us. 

I  thank  the  Committee  for  their  attention ;  and 
although  I  might  urge  many  more  considerations 
upon  &em,  yet  an  anxiety  to  see  the  session  ter- 
minate, and  knowing  that  others  have  to  follow 
me  who  will  embrace  in  their  difi'erent  views  all 
that  is  imnorta!Bt  to  bring  us  to  a  correct  eonclu* 
sion,  I  shall  add  nothing  more  than  the  erpressioa 
of  an  anxious  desire  that  we  may  not  now  lay  the 
cornerstone  of  this  ruinous  system  of  policy. 

Mr.  StoRRs  delivered  a  speech  of  about  an  hour's 
length,  in  reply. 

Mr.  Or 008  said,  that  the  proposition  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  TvbER): 
must  have  originated  in  a  conviction,  on  his  part, 
ot  the  impolicy  of  the  bill^  considered  in  relation 
to  the  principles  upon  which  it  has  been  framed, 
and  not  in  a  mere  dissatis&ction  with  its  details. 
In  the  latter  case,  candor  and  patriotism  would 
have  concurred  in  pointing  the  honorable  gentle- 
man to  a  course  very  di&rent  from  the  one  he 
had  adopted.  He  would  have  proposed  amend- 
mcx&ts  rather  than  have  submitted  a  motion  to  de- 
stroy the  bill.  What  reasons  doea  he  offer  to  induce 
10  to  fittpport  his  motion  ?  I  confess,  said  Mr.  G., 
that  1  should  think  him  in  favor  of  the  bill,  did  I 
take  hia  remarks  instead  oC  his  motion,  as  tne  test 


of  his  sentiments.     He  ackaovdedges  that  the 

Ceral  pacification  of  Europe,  and  the  conseqaent 
of  a  market  for  our  agncultural  productions, 
is  the  cause  of  the  present  distress.    The  honorable 
gentiemaa,  sir,  is  perfectly  right.    We  may  talk 
abontbanks  and  extravagance  asmuoh  as  we  please$ 
but  they  are  not  the  cause  of  our  mii^brtuaea 
They  are  rather  the  evidences  of  oar  former  pros- 
pen^.    When  every  thin^  which  car  soil  produced 
commanded  a  high  price  u  the  Europctn  wMrketB, 
and  when  we  were  the  caniens  for  all  nalaons,  we 
could  aflbrd  to  be  extravagant.    Intod^  sir,sini^ 
pie  industry,  was  sufficient  to  secnre  toeveiy  indi- 
viduaL  the  necessaries  and.  conwrnenecs  of  life. 
The  mechanic  found  abundant  emplovaMat ;  tbe 
planter  and  farmer  enjoved  a  ready  marietfw  their 
produce:  and  the  mercnant  became  wealthy.  The 
case  is  altered  now,  sir.    ThemecbaMc is withoat 
business,  the  farmer  finds  no  market,  and  the  cap- 
italist, instead  of  growing  licfa  hv  the  interest  of 
his  money,  is  forci^  to  live  upon  tne  prinei|«k  un- 
less he  choose  to  fatten  on  the  misfortuaei  m  his^ 
neighbors*  Can  all  this,  sir,  be  the  efl^t  of  hurary  ? 
BxtravagftBce  makes  money  change  itt  owBer») 
but  does  not  banish  it  from  aooumtry,  if  that.eoiw- 
try  be  otherwise  in  a  flourishing  condidoa.   We 
must  abandon,  it  is  true,  our  htibitr  of  show  sad 
parade,  in  order  to  accoflMnodate  ounelves  fe»  oof 
presentreduoed  condition :  but  if  there  bene  naiket 
for  the  produce  of  our  soil)  and  no  demand  for  oar 
labor^  our  eflbrts  will  barel^^  enable  us  to  stdaist 
To  arrest  the  progress  of  this  evil,  and  to  pveveat 
the  enormous  exportation  of  specie,  it  seems  to  me 
that  we  should  furnish  ourael ves  with  those  ar^des 
for  which  we  have  heretofore  sent  our  money  across 
the  Atlantic. 

But  let  us  inquire,  said  Mr.  GK,  what  remedy  liie 
honorable  gentleman  proposes  for  the  evib  wiiidi 
oppress  us.  Why,  sir,  he  seems  to  hare  diseoreied 
a  ^  speck  of  war"  in  the  European  horizon,  a  little 
cloud,  no  bigger  at  present  than  a  man's  hasd,  bet 
which  he  devoutly  hopes  and  believes  will  iacretse 
and  overshadow  the  whole  eastern  continent.  Has 
it  indeed,  Mr.  come  to  this?  An  we  to  oonioe 
ourselves  exclusively  to  the  cullivatian  of  the  soil, 
even  when*  its  prcKlQce  will  not  procure  us  die  re- 
fuse trash  of  Europe  ?  Are  we  to  wait  in-  oar 
pMsentsitttation  until  a  war  in  Burrae  shell  woi^ 
our  deliverance?  The  hope  of  such  an  event  is 
impious.  But  suppose  it  should  actually  happen, 
where  is  our  security  for  its  contiouanee?  Must 
our  prosperity  forever  depend  on  the  misfortunes 
of  Europe  ?  Shall  vre  be  condemned  to  mouni 
whenever  peace  shall  bless  her  shores  ?  Where  is 
the  representative  who  is  prepared  to  leave  bis 
country  in  such  a  state  of  vassalage  and  deneBd- 
ence  ?  We  have,  sir,  at  a  vast  expeMe  of  Uoed 
and  treasure,  established  and  maintained  our  poiif- 
ical  independence ;  but  if  the  present  stateof  thii^ 
be  without  remedy,  or,  if  we  have  not  spirit  enoo^ 
to  adopt  a  plan  of  reform  in  our  internal  pojipf^ 
we  may  as  well  renew  our  allegiance  to  the  Britin 
Crown,  and  save  the  trouble  and  expense  of  gpf- 
emiog  ourselves. 

The  honorable  gentleoEian,  said  Mr.  O.,  seeosto 
concur  with  the  celebrated  Dr.  Smith,  that  '^ 
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ought  not  to  accommodate  oar  pursuits  to  our  cir- 
cumstances. Wiiat  else  can  he  mean  bj  wamiojgf 
us  not  to  change  the  direction  of  the  national  capi- 
tal ?  The  learned  doctor  informs  his  readers  that 
"the  taSor  does  not  attempt  to  make  his  own 
'  shoes,  but  buys  them  of  the  shoemaker.  The 
(  shoemaker  does  not  attempt  to  make  his  own 

<  dotlhes^  but  em]doys  the  tailor.  The  farmer,'^ 
he  eontmues,  "attempts   to    make   neither   the 

<  one  nor  the  other,  but  employs  those  different 
'  artificers."  And  what  is  the  reason  which  the 
doctor  gtyes  for  all  this  ?  It  is.  according  to  him, 
because  ^  all  these  find  it  for  their  interest  to  em- 
'  ploy  their  whole  industry  in  a  way  in  which 
^  they  have  some  advantage  orer  their  neighbors, 
^  and  to  purchase  with  a  {Mirt  of  its  produce,  or, 
'  what  is  the  same  thing,  with  the  price  of  a  jiart 
*  of  it^  whatever  dse  they  may  have  occasion  ror." 
Will  any  one  deny  the  correcmess  of  these  re- 
marlcs?  Yet,  sir,  if  they  be  designed  as  an  argu- 
ment against  the  present  bill,  there  are  not  more 
sophistical  and  Jesuitical  sentences  in  the  SngUsh 
langoage.  Th^  aie  founded  on  the  assumed  fact 
that  the  tailor,  the  shoemaker,  and  the  farmer,  de- 
pend flBotaally  on  each  other  for  the  particular 
ar^^es  whieh  their  indnstry  prodhices..  nut  let  us 
sttppose,  fix  a  Baomen%  that  the  farmer  has  no 
longer  any  '^advanta^  over  his:  neighbor,"  the 
tailor,  faf  the  cidtivatioa  of  the  soil.  Let  us  take 
it  for  granted  that  he  cannot  dispose  of  his  pvo- 
yistoos ;  that  the  shoemaker  is  supplied  from  an- 
other quarter,  and  that  the  tailor- supplies  himself. 
Let  us  imagine,  moreover,  a  very  iRY>bable  case, 
tluU,  for  the  want  of  a  market,  he  cannot  purchase, 
with  the  price  of  a  part  of  his  produce,  the  shoes 
and  coats  of  his  neighbors;  what  shall  he  do 
under  these  circumstances  1  Shall  he  remain  an- 
clothed  and  unshod  for  fear  of  inteifering  with 
Dr.  Smith's  system  of  economv  ?  Shall  he  pvefer 
the  cultivatioo  of  the  soil,  naked  as  he  is,  which 
can  yield  him  no  profit,  to  those  mechanical  arts 
which  will,  at  least,  secure  him  from  the  in- 
clemency 01  the  weatner,  and  pres^ve  him  from 
debt? 

The  boacMrable  gentleman>  said  Mr.  G.,  informs 
us  that  manufactures  are  no  more  depressed  than 
other  classes  of  the  community.  True,  sir ;  but 
shall  we,  for  this  reason,  abandon  the  country  to 
its  fate?  Yes,  says  the  honorable  gentleman,  let 
every  thin^  re|[ulate  itself,  and  manufactures  will 
gradually  De  mtroduced  from  necessity.  I  am 
satisfied,  said  Mr.  G.^  that  they  will  be  established, 
whether  we  pass  this  bill  or  not :  for,  by  permit- 
ting things  to  take  their  natural  course,  whilst 
every  otfae  mation  is  intermeddling  with  commer- 
cial matters,  we  are  reduced  to  the  necessity  of 
su^iendinff  almost  entirely  our  foreign  importa- 
tiona  We  are  compelled  to  provide  a  home  mar- 
ket for  OH?  provimns  and  raw  materials.  For  my 
part^  sir,  I  am  willing  to  aid  the  effects  of  our 
loolish  policy,  while  they  tend  to  work  their  own 
remedy.  Tne  ^ood  sense  of  the  community  is 
awake.  A  spirit  of  inquiry  has  gone  forth,  and 
the  progress  of  public  opinion  in  favor  of  a  change 
of  poltcy  is  not  to  be  arrested ;  but^  if  the  Govern- 
ment does  notfiing,  years  of  suffering  and  embar- 


rassment may  pass  away  before  the  evil  will  be 
completely  cured.  Let  us  not  permit  the  dis- 
tresses of  our  fellow-citizens  to  be  the  sole  cause 
of  reformation  ;  the  skilful  physician  follows  the 
indications  of  nature,  and  assists  all  its  operations 
in  throwing  off  the  disease.  Let  us  follow  the 
example,  and  afford  a  seasonable  encouragement 
to  the  manufacturing  interest,  which  is  now  strug- 
gling between  hope  and  despair. 

But  the  honorable  gentleman,  said  Mr.  G.,  fore- 
sees an  excise  duty,  if  we  pass  this  bill.  After 
proving  that  such  will  be  the  result,  I  cannot  see 
that  he  will  have  gained  much  ground.  What 
has  his  own  system  produced?  A  deficit  of  five 
millions,  and  a  yearly  decrease  of  revenue.  As  to 
the  revenue,  the  two  systems  are  the  same ;  but  in 
regard  to  tne  internal  prosperity  of  the  country, 
the  advantage  is  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  new 
plan  of  economy.  The  old  policy  has  ruined  the 
revenue  by  impoverishing  the  people ;  the  present 
bill  proposes  to  exclade  a  portion  of  foreign  com- 
modities^ in  order  to  encourage  the  industry  of  our 
own  citizens.  Let  us  look  back  to  the  late  war, 
and  to  the  measures  of  Government  at  its  close. 
At  the  commencement  of  the  contest  we  expe- 
rienced the  evils  of  a  want  of  manufacturing  es- 
tablishments in  the  most  sensible  manner;  the 
capitalist  beg[an  to  turn  his  attention  to  the  sub- 
ject ;  but,  before  a  supply  could  be  furnished^  the 
Government  was  compelled  to  submit  to  the  dis- 
grace of  conniving  at  a  violation  of  its  own  laws, 
and  of  countenancing  smuggling,  for  the  sake  or 
clothing  the  army.  The  youth  of  our  establish- 
ments, their  small  number,  and  the  consequent 
want  of  competition,  caused  the  high  prices  for 
which  our  manufacturers  have  been  so  oflten  re- 
proached. A  few  years  would  have  remedied  the 
evil.  The  lesson  taught  us  at  that  time  ought  not 
so  soon  to  have  been  forgotten.  We  ought  to 
have  learned  that  it  was  essential  to  our  independ- 
ence to  be  able,  at  all  times^  to  furnish  ourselves 
with  many  of  the  articles  which  we  now  import 
ftom  abroad. 

But,  on  the  receipt  of  the  news  of  peace,  the 
country  seemed  mad  with  joy.  Without  refiect- 
ittg  on  the -altered  situation  of  Europe,  and  not 
considering  that  our  produce  could  no  longer  be 
disposed  oi  in  that  quarter,  Congress  formed  a 
tariff  on  the  honorable  gentleman's  plan.  They 
enacted  a  treasury  tariff,  a  revenue  tariff,  without 
the  least  re^rd  to  the  situation  of  the  country. 
Need  I  mention  the  result  ?  The  low  duties  which 
were  imposed  brought  upon  the  nation  a  perfect 
deluge  of  foreign  articles.  Our  infant  manufac- 
turing establishments  were  prostrated ;  but  the  in- 
dividual distress  of  their  proprietors  was  unno- 
ticed amidst  the  general  joy  at  seeing^  the  National 
Treasury  filled  to  overflowing.  What  is  the  re- 
sult ?  This  system  has  operated  like  an  exhilar- 
ating poison,  which,  at  first,  increased  the  animal 
powers,  but  finally  sinks  them  to  the  grave.  This 
system  has  been  pursued  to  the  present  lime.  Will 
any  one,  at  this  day,  call  it  a  revenue  system  ?  It 
deserves  a  different  title.  We  have  purchased 
foreign  commodities  until  the  country  is  reduced 
to  the  utmost  distress.    We  can  purchase  them  no 
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longer.  The  revenue  has  declined,  and  will  con- 
tinue to  decline.  Even  now  we  have  a  bill  upon 
our  tables  to  provide  for  a  part  of  the  Treasury 
deficit  by  a  loan,  and,  for  the  balance,  the  Lord 
knows  how;  and  yet  the  honorable  gentleman 
warns  us  against  a  change  of  policy,  for  fear  of 
affecting  the  revenue;  that  miserable  remnant,  I 
suppose  he  means,  which  our  blessed  revenue  sys- 
tem has  not  destroyed.  Can  that  policy  be  wise 
which  renders  war  a  blessing  ?  I  appeal  to  the 
recollection  of  every  member  of  this  House,  if  the 
last  war,  with  all  its  taxes,  pressed  so  heavily  on 
the  country  as  the  present  peace  ? 

I  believe,  said  Mr.  G..  that  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman will  find  it  difficult  to  prove,  what  he  seems 
to  have  no  hesitation  in  asserting,  that  this  bill 
will  lessen  our  exportations.  What  do  England 
and  France  purchase  of  us  at  present,  which  they 
can  possibly  do  without  ?  If,  therefore,  we  should 
encourage  the  industry  of  our  citizens  by  manu- 
facturing a  portion  of  our  own  raw  materials,  it 
will  by  no  means  interfere  with  the  sale  of  the  re- 
mainaer. 

It  is  insisted  by  the  honorable  gentleman,  said 
Mr.  G.,  that  this  bill  will  induce  capitalists  to  en- 
gage in  manufacturing,  and  that  the  result  will  be 
a  competition  at  home,  which  will  reduce  the  prices 
of  manufactured  articles  to  a  level  with  those  of 
foreign  nations.  He  even  predicts  that  the  time 
may  come  when  the  introduction  of  foreign  com- 
modities of  a  certain  description  will  be  prohibited. 
Does  the  honorable  gentleman  believe  this?  Does 
the  House  believe  it  ?  Sir,  I  should  hail  such  an 
event  as  the  era  of  the  complete  independence  of 
this  country.  The  example  of  England  is  con- 
tinually presented  to  our  view.  We  are  told  of 
her  continual  wars,  of  her  immense  debt,  and  of 
the  starving  condition  of  the  lower  class  of  her 
citizens.  Sir,  said  Mr.  G.,  I  am  not  an  advocate 
for  the  principles  by  which  she  has  been  governed. 
The  honorable  gentleman  says  that  her  vast  popu- 
lation has  compelled  her  to  resort  to  the  manufac- 
turing system  for  their  support ;  but  I  say,  sir,  that 
her  manufacturing  system  has  produced  her  vast 
population.  By  manufacturing  for  exportation, 
she  has  subjected  herself  to  the  same  inconvenien- 
ces to  which  we  are  liable,  by  not  manufacturing 
at  all.  She  has  rendered  nerself  dependent  on  a 
foreign  market  for  the  sale,  not  of  tne  produce  of 
her  husbandmen,  but  of  her  mechanics.  To  pre- 
serve this  foreign  market,  she  has  for  a  century 
kept  Europe  involved  in  war.  She  has  oppressed 
Ireland,  enslaved  India,  and  cheated  the  rest  of  the 
world.  The  only  difference  between  her  and  our- 
selves is,  that  we  are  dependent  on  foreign  coun- 
tries for  the  purchase,  and  she  for  the  sale  of  man- 
ufactured articles.  But  is  there  no  medium  be- 
tween being  dependent  on  foreigners  for  the  pur- 
chase or  the  sale  of  the  necessaries  of  life?  Could 
we  permit  our  industrious  citizens  to  furnish  a 
sup^y  for  home  consumption,  we  should  be  de- 
pendent on  neither  the  one  nor  the  other.  Must 
we  of  course  manufacture  for  exportation,  if  we 
encourage  the  system  at  all  ?  By  no  means.  The 
effect  of  a  judicious  encouragement  of  the  mechan- 
ical arts  will  be  to  retain  in  the  country  the  cash 


which  is  now  paid  to  foreigners.  Will  this  be 
nothing,  sir  ?  Is  it  nothing  to  prevent  the  annual 
exportation  of  thirty  millions  of  specie  ?  This  bill 
will  enable  us,  in  peace  and  in  war,  to  set  at  defi- 
ance the  worst  possible  state  of  the  European  mar- 
kets, and  leave  us  free  to  profit  by  every  change  in 
our  favor.  I  am  not  disposed,  said  Mr.  G.,  to  sound 
an  alarm  on  every  trifiing  occasion ;  but  I  cannot 
help  believing  that  if  we  pursue  our  present  course 
of  policy,  it  will  require  no  prophet  to  foretel  the 
extensive  ruin  which  awaits  us.  A  moneyed  aris- 
tocracy, the  most  odious  of  all  the  forms  of  tyran- 
ny, is  making  rapid  strides  to  universal  dominion. 
The  late  prosperity  of  our  affairs,  and  the  present 
state  of  our  resources,  have  enabled  the  capitalist 
to  reap  an  extensive  harvest  of  gain. 

I  am  well  satisfied, said  Mr.  G.,  that  there  is  a  de- 
cided majority  in  the  House  who  approve  of  the 
principles  upon  which  this  bill  has  been  framed. 
They  all  acknowledge  that  our  policy  must  be 
changed.  It  is,  evident,  however,  that  certain 
items  of  its  detail  are  unsatisfactory  to  some  of  its 
friends.  For  myself,  sir,  I  can  assure  the  House 
that  no  private  consideration  shall  induce  me  to 
vote  against  the  passage  of  the  bill.  It  has  a  na- 
tional object  in  view,  and  individual  considerations 
should  be  laid  aside.  We  have  heard  much  wrang- 
ling from  a  quarter  whence  it  should  have  been 
least  expected.  The  very  people  who  are  most 
interested  in  the  passage  ofthis  bill,  and  whose 
demands  for  the  encouragement  of  their  peculiar 
industry  have  almost  uniformly  been  conaplied 
with,  are  clamorous  about  a  miserable  tax  of  five 
cents  the  gallon  on  molasses.  My  immediate  con- 
stituents, sir,  are  deeply  interested  in  the  proposed 
increase  of  dutv  on  bar  iron ;  but  I  am  proud  to 
believe  that,  snould  it  be  stricken  out,  I  should 
forfeit  their  confidence  by  voting  against  the  bill. 
I  trust,  sir,  that  the  motion  of  the  honoraUc  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  will  be  rejected. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  strikins^out  the 
first  section  of  the  bill,  and  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive, 73  votes  to  48. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  then  took  up  the 
other  bill  referred  to  it,  by  the  title  of  "A  bill  re- 
flating the  payment  ot  duties  on  merchandise 
imported,  and  for  other  purposes." 

[This  bill  provides,  that,  from  and  after  a  cer- 
tain date,  the  duties  laid  on  all  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  imported  into  the  United  States,  ex- 
cept dying  drugs,  and  materials  for  composing 
dves,  gum  arable,  gum  Senegal,  and  all  other  arti- 
cles used  solely  for  mediciii^al  purposes,  cassia, 
cinnamon,  cloves,  chocolate,  qocoa,  coffee,  indigo, 
mace,  molasses,  nutmegs,  petoper,  pimento,  salt, 
ochre,  sugar,  tea,  shall  fc«  paid  nefore  a  permit  shaii 
be  granted  for  landing  the  samle,  unless  entmd  for 
exportation  or  deposited  in  pLblic  store  houses. 
On  the  excepted  articles,  dutiesVnot  exceeding  one 
hundred  dollars  in  amount  to  I  be  paid  in  cash; 
and,  if  exceeding  that  sum,  sLall  be  allowecf  a 
credit,  on  one  half  for  three  m^ths,  and  on  the 
other  naif  for  six  months — exclppt  tea,  liie  dutiesi 
on  which  are  to  be  payable,  in  v^oal  payments,  at 
three,  six,  and  nine  months.] 
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Mr.  Baldwin  rose  and  addressed  the  Chair  as 
follows : 

In  commencing  its  operations,  our  Goremment 
justly  deemed  it  of  great  importance  to  giFe  every 
facility  to  the  commerce  ot  our  country.  There 
w^as  then  peace  in  Europe.  Commerce  was  prin- 
cipally in  the  hands  of  two  nations,  whose  capital 
was  so  abundant  that,  in  Holland,  it  was  said  not 
to  be  a  bad  business  for  a  merchant,  by  his  labors 
and  the  enoployment  of  his  money,  to  realize  6  per 
cent  In  England,  an  unequivocal  evidence  of 
the  extent  of  unemployed  capital  was,  that  their 
3  per  cent,  stocks  were  in  the  market  at  93  per 
cent.  It  was  no  part  of  the  policy  of  these  nations 
to  give  aid  to  commerce  byafforaing  credits  at  the 
custom-houses,  on  the  importation  of  goods — it 
was  not  necessary.  In  this  country  the  case  was 
different.  The  period  which  immediately  suc- 
ceeded the  Revolution,  was  one  of  unexampled 
embarrassmeot,  from  wnich  we  were  just  recover- 
ing when  the  Government  was  organized.  There 
was  but  little  capital  in  the  country.  Its  com- 
merce Was  mostly  carried  on  by  foreigners,  whose 
superior  capital  gave  them  great  advantages  in 
their  competition  with  our  citizens— it  thus  be- 
came necessary  to  divert  trade  from  its  accustomed 
channels,  by  every  possible  facility.  Imposts  were 
the  principal  source  of  revenue — ^mercnants  the 
agents  to  collect  from  the  people.  Credits  for  the 
duties  were  allowed  them,  not  only  to  give  time  to 
collect  from  consumers,  but  as  a  means  of  increas- 
iDg  their  capital,  by  retaining,  and  having  the  use 
of  the  money,  until  their  bonds  became  due.  In 
1789,  the  credit  allowed  on  goods  from  the  West 
Indies,  was  four  months;  on  Madeira  wines,  twelve 
months ;  on  all  other  goods,  six  months.  In  1790, 
a  credit  was  given  on  teas  from  China,  of  twelve 
months.  In  1795,  the  credit  on  goods  from  the 
West  Indies  was  altered  to  three  and  six  months ; 
from  Europe  to  eight,  ten,  and  twelve  months. 
In  1799,  a  general  system  was  adopted ;  from  the 
West  Indies,  half  in  three,  half  in  six  months ; 
salt,  nine  months ;  wines,  twelve  months ;  from 
Europe,  one-third  each  in  eight,  ten,  and  twelve 
months ;  other  than  from  Europe,  half  in  six  and 
one-fourth,  each  in  nine  and  twelve  months ;  teas, 
as  other  goods,  or,  at  the  option  of  the  importer, 
to  be  deposited,  and  bonds  given  at  two  years, 
and  to  be  sold  for  the  duties,  if  the  bonds  were  not 
duly  paid.  In  1805,  all  importations  from  the 
eastern  coast  of  America,  north  of  the  equator, 
were  allowed  the  same  credits  as  those  from  the 
West  Indies.  In  1818,  the  credit  on  such  importa- 
tions was  extended  to  six  and  nine  months ;  on 
those  from  other  countries  than  Europe  and  the 
West  Indies,  (salt,  wines,  and  teas  excepted,)  to 
eight,  ten,  and  eighteen  months,  one-third  being 
payable  at  each  of  these  periods.  No  alteration 
has  since  been  made,  so  that  the  credits  now  are : 

On  the  duties  on  importations  from  the  West 
Indies  and  north  of  the  e(}uator,  (excepting  Eu- 
rope,) half  in  six  and  half  in  nine  montns. 

From  Euro]>e,  one-third  in  eight,  one-third  in 
ten,  and  one-third  in  twelve  months. 

From  the  East  Indies,  one-third  in  eight,  one- 
third  in  ten,  and  one-third  in  eighteen  months. 


Of  wines,  twelve  months. 

Of  salt,  nine  moiiths. 

Of  teas,  one-third  in  eight,  one-third  in  ten,  and 
one-third  in  twelvemonths ;  or,  if  deposited,  twenty- 
four  months. 

While  our  commerce  was  struggling  to  compete 
with  that  of  other,  nations,  there  were  good  rea- 
sons for  allowing  liberal  credits  on  the  duties; 
but,  when  the  French  revolution  threw  the  com- 
merce of  the  world  into  our  hands ;  when  the  cap- 
ital of  foreigners  was  employed  by  our  merchants, 
the  use  of  it  being  amply  compensated  by  the  pro- 
tection of  our  flag,  there  would  seem  to  have  been 
no  very  powerful  reasons  for  taxing  the  consumers 
to  create  or  enlarge  the  capital  of  merchants ;  for 
such  is  the  immediate  efiect  of  custom-house  cre- 
dits. It  is  understood  to  be  the  custom  of  mer- 
chants to  calculate  their  profits  on  the  aggregate 
cost  of  goods,  including  cnarges  and  duties.  The 
amount  of  duties  is,  in  efiect,  a  loan  from  the  Gov- 
ernment to  the  merchant^  without  interest,  which 
becomes  a  part  of  his  capital,  and  is  as  productive 
as  the  money  he  has  actually  remitted  in  payment 
for  his  goods.  It  would  seem  then  to  be  as  rea- 
sonable that  he  should  furnish  this,  as  that  he 
should  furnish  the  other  portion  ot  his  capital. 
When  the  credit  on  the  duties  exceeds  that  allowed 
on  sales  to  retailers,  it  afibrds  to  the  importer  the 
further  advantage  of  the  active  use  of  the  money 
which  has  been  drawn  from  those  who  really  pay 
the  duties.  > 

It  would  have  seemed  more  consistent  with  gen- 
eral principles,  if,  in  the  infancy  and  during  the 
hard  struggle  of  our  commerce,  liberal  credits  had 
been  given,  and  they  bad  been  gradually  dimin- 
ished, as  there  was  less  occasion  for  them.  The 
reverse,  however,  has  been  our  policy.  Though, 
during  the  period  of  short  credits,  our  commerce 
was  constantly  and  rapidly  increasing,  and  not 
content  with  a  fair  division  with  other  nations, 
was  attaining  a  monopoly,  yet  the  credits  were 
extended  in  proportion  as  the  real  necessity  for 
them  diminished.  Even  so  late  as  1818,  when 
our  East  India  merchants  had  acquired  vast  wealth, 
abundant  capital,  and  were  without  foreign  com- 
petition, their  credits  were  in  part  extended  to 
eighteen  months— a  longer  period,  I  will  venture 
to  say,  than  they  give  their  customers.  The  con- 
sequence of  this  system  is,  that,  by  selling  at  auc- 
tion for  cash,  or  on  short  credit,  for  notes  which 
can  be  discounted  at  bank,  the  amount  of  duties 
thus  loaned  may  be  invested  in  a  new  voyage. 
Generally  one,  and  often  two  adventures,  may  be 
completed  before  the  duties  on  the  first  are  due. 

We  have  lately  heard  much  of  the  favorite  com- 
mercial maxim :  ^'  Let  us  alone^  let  trade  regulate 
itself."  The  practical  application  of  this  maxim 
is  developed  by  this  custom-house  system.  Our 
legislation  upon  this  subject  has  been  uniformly 

f>rogressive.  n^^lation  has  indeed  followed  re^u- 
ation ;  but  it  has  been  to  give  additional  facilities 
to  commerce.  The  credits  at  the  custom-house 
have  been  often  altered ;  but  in  every  case  they 
have  increased.  Our  statute  book  does  not  con- 
tain a  solitary  instance  of  a  credit  diminished. 
This  system  having  been  coeval  with  our  Govern- 
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ment,  followed  up  by  a  uniform  series  of  acts  for 
thirty  years,  is  now  viewed  as  the  natural  and  es- 
tablished order  of  things ;  as  a  matter  of  right,  not 
of  favor.  Extending  the  credit  means,  '^  let  us 
alone  ;^'  to  reduce  it  to  the  old  terms  is  to  destroy 
the  commerce  of  the  country*  It  is  worth,  while 
to  look  at  the  practical  illustration  of  this  rule  in 
the  act  of  1818,  the  last  law  on  the  subject,  passed 
on  the  last  day  of  the  session.  The  Kast  India 
ciedito  were  extended  Uy  eighteen  months,  in  the 
last  line  of  the  last  clause  in  the  last  section  of  a 
bill  for  the  deposite  of  wines  and  spirits,  and  for 
other  purposes.  It  might  be  well  to  inquire  into 
the  evidence  on  which  this  measure  was  reported. 
It  is  at  least  to  be  hoped  that,  from  whatever  other 
qoaf  ter  it  may  come,  the  doctrine  of  '*  letting  things 
r^ulate  themselves''  will  not  again  be  heard  from 
those  who  owe  so  much  to  regiuation. 

In  speaking  thus  plainly  of  these  credits,  I  must 
not  be  undentood  as  objecting  so  much  to  their 
expediency  at  the  time  of  their  adoption,  as  to  their 
bein^  continued  and  enlarged  after  the  reasons  for 
which  they  were  granted  have  ceased,  and  when 
their  effects  have  become  injurious  to  all  parts  of 
the  country.  They  were  granted  for  the  benefit  of 
American  commerce,  and  as  facilities  to  Ameri- 
can merchants ;  but  they  now  operate  to  the  de» 
struction  of  the  one  and  tne  impoverishment  of  the 
other.  Prom  a  careful  examination  of  the  weekly 
abstracts  of  merchandise  entered  at  the  custom- 
house in  New  York,  in  the  year  1819,  it  appeara 
that  there  were  entered  32,958  packages  of  dry 
goods,  of  which  24,650  were  on  foreign,  and  8,299 
only  on  American  account.  Thus,  in  the  proud 
emporium  of  our  commerce,  where  capital  is  abun* 
dant,  and  in  vain  seeking  profitable  employment, 
thne-fourths  of  the  importations  appear  to  be  on 
foreign  account,  the  sates  of  which,  for  the  most 
part,  are  by  auction.  This  is  no  forced,  but  the 
plain  and  evident  effect  of  obvious  causes.  The 
nations  of  Europe,  to  whom  England  allied  her- 
self, and  whom  she  subsidized  to  destroy  the  conti- 
nental system,  having  accomplished  the  object  of 
putting  down  its  author,  retained  or  readopted  the 
system  itself.  That  nation,  who  fought  the  com- 
mon battles  of  herself  and  other  nations,  and  who 
Eaid  them  for  fighting  for  themselves,  now  finds 
er  manufactures  mostly  excluded  from  the  Conti- 
nent ;  her  merchants  and  manufacturers  seeking 
rather  for  some  market  than  for  a  ffood  one.  Few 
nations  will  buy  from  them  at  all;  none  but  this 
will  furnish  them  with  a  capital  without  interest 
on  a  long  credit.  Other  nations  regulate  this  mat- 
ter ;  they  require  prompt  payment  of  duties,  or  de- 
posite of  goods.  We  leave  things  to  regulate  them- 
selves, and  allow  foreigners  to  avail  themselves  of 
three-fourths  of  the  benefits  of  our  credits.  De- 
pressed at  home  for  the  want  of  a  market  as  well 
as  of  capital,  they  eagerly  look  to  us  as  affording 
both.  During  the  wars  m  Europe  they  could  not 
improve  these  facilities ;  but  now  they  hold  out 
inuucements  and  offer  temptations  which  will 
lead  to  a  ^eat  increase,  and  a  final  monopoly  of 
our  trade  m  such  hand«.  Anordinanr  trading  voy- 
age to  England  may  be  completed,  tne  goods  sold 
by  means  of  auctions,  notes  discounted,  and  the 


proceeds  ready  to  be  remitted  back  in  four  months. 
By  the  Liverpool  packets  much  less  time  will  suf- 
fice. But,  allowing  three  operations  in  a  year,  I 
find  that  our  custom-house  credits  on  cottoos  and 
woollens  will  double  the  capital  employed  in  the 
first  year,  and  increase  135  per  cenUui  at  the  end 
of  the  second  year.  la  this  mode  a  lota,  perpetual 
and  increasing  in  a.  steady  ratio,  is  mads  by  our 
Government  to  the  foreign  meiehut;  who,  while 
he  thus  obtains  it  without  interest,  iscMUed  to  con- 
tiaue  his  operattons;  and,  to  a7oid  the  notary  he 
looks  more  to  his  credit  than  to  his  profits^  and 
will  continue  hia  business  though  it  may  be  a  losing 
oneu  What  to  the  American  merehaat  would  be 
a  losing  is  to  him  a  gmiiiui  trade.  The  Ameriean 
importer  becomes  a  more  caterer  to  the  foreign 
manufacturer.  The  orders  sent  out  by  him  indi- 
cate the  quantity^  kind,  and  quality  ot  goods  re- 
auired  at  our  different  ports.  The  mano&ctuKr. 
lias  advised  of  the  dematuL  sends  ainilsr  articles 
to  the  same  market.  Ifl  attsr  deducting  eharges, 
he  can  receive  in  New  i  ork  the  price  at  his  man- 
ufaetory^  he  has  the  uaoal  profit  and  aa  merease  to 
his  capital  by  the  custom-house  ceediiB.  The 
American  morchant  po^ys  the  manaiactiDfr  his 
price  ia  Bngiaad^  and  must  sell  hcRat  an  ad- 
vance, or  decline  basiness.  It  ia  theiefoie  not  a 
matter  of  surprise  that  so  large  a  proportion  of  im- 
portations should  be  oa  foreign  aeoonnt,  but  rather 
that  there  shouldf  be  any  other. 

This  at  once  aocovnts  for  the  ctics  of  distress 
which  assail  us  from  the  commeicial  cities^  nor 
ploring  us  to  abolish  credits  on  unpotts,  and  im- 
pose heavy  duties  oa  auelion  sales.  TheoperatioQ 
of  these  two  causes  on  all  the  great  mterests  of  the 
countrv,  shows  their  intimate  eonneiioo,  their 
mmtaal  dependence.  I  hope  all  will  unite  in  affiird- 
ing  a  remedy.  It  will  be  truly  uneipeoted  if  gen- 
tlemen shall  be  found  willing  to  have  theicre&ue, 
conmierce,  and  agriculture,  abandoned  to  their 
fale,  because  the  only  naeasuie  which  can  »re 
them  will  likewise  benefit  manu&ctureL  The 
occasion  is  now  fairly  presented  to  the  Hoiise. 
This  bill  has  been  called  for  from  the  seaports.  U 
has  been  reported,  puUished  inthecoanting-rooms 
of  merchants  for  three  months,  and  not  a  soiitsiT 
petition  against  it  from  in^viduals  has  been  pre- 
sented. Called  for  by  all,  and  1  miy  almost  say 
opposed  by  no  part  of  the  country,  necessary  to 
correct  existing,  not  fancied,  evife;  erils  which  aie 
felt,  and  threaten  to  be  greater  in  fotare,  I  caaaot 
but  feel  some  confidence  thai  even  the  t^ppnents 
of  the  ,tariff  will  be  in  favor  of  this  bill  For  the 
revenue  it  is  almost  indispensable,  as  weB  for  se- 
curity as  for  convenience.  On  the  first  of  ^^^ 
of  tfaie  present  year  the  amount  of  revenue  boB<c 
actually  in  suit  exceeded  three  millions  of  dofuis- 
On  the  first  of  this  month  (April)  it  was  cesswer- 
ably  increased— say  to  $3,120,000.  On  the  first  oi 
January,  1819,  it  was  only  $1,740,000. 

That  the  increase  of  custom-house  deliiupi»ci« 
has  kept  pace  with  the  increase  of  importttwas  «> 
foreign  account,  is  not  only  apparent  fro"*J5»!lfh 
tureof  the  case,  but  from  this  document,*  wtacn 
•An  official  retara  of  the  ^mw^nX  in  suit  in  ^*  ^° 
ferent  ports  in  the  Unttsd  States. 
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in  itself  eoutmios  the  most  ooDelusive  eyidenee  of 
the  fact.  Salem,  one  of  our  proudest  commercial 
towns,  owns  one-fourth  of  the  East  India  shipping 
of  the  United  Slates*  The  longest  credits  are  on 
Elast  India  goods^  and  the  security  for  the  duties 
is  most  liatSe  to  be  impaired  hj  the  casualties  of 
trade.  Salem  haa^  probably,  a  greater  amount  of 
commerce,  in  proportion  to  its  population,  than 
any  other  fowa  in  the  Union ;  but  it  is  prosecuted 
on  American  acoount.  The  bonds  in  suit  there, 
at  the  last  returns,  amounted  only  to  $4,366 ;  in 
Boston,  the  amount  was  9174,000 ;  in  New  Yorlc, 
$844,000;  in  Philadelphia,  9471,000;  Baltimore, 
$445,000;  Norfolk,  351,000;  Charleston,  210,000 ; 
Savannah,  $25 1 ,000.  These  are,  as  to  revenue,  the 
eSects  of  a  change  of  the  imports  of  the  country 
to  foreieness.  American  merchants  are  idle ;  they 
offer  to  loan  yon  their  money  at  fixe  per  centum  on 
a  long  loan.  They  are  fixed  in  the  country^-^their 
property  and  cbavacter  are  security  for  the  payment 
of  duties  doe  from  them.  It  is  not  so  with  the 
transient  foreigner*  His  cargo  gives  him*  credit, 
and  makes^hina  a  goed  man- at  the  cuitom4iouse. 
One  is  surely  for  another.  They  sell  their  goods 
at  auc^ofr,  and  go  off  and  leave  their  bonds  un*- 
paid.  Tbe  maney  is  lost  to  the  Treasury,  but  is 
taken  from  the  poekets  of  our  citizena.  Tnus,  this 
credit  ^altm  tends  strongly  to  the  exhaustion  of 
oar  resouMes,  to  the  oppressioa  of  our  own,  and 
the  encouragement  of  foreign  industry.  When, 
in  addition  to- tlMBe  credits,  t&  importations  of  for- 
eigners aro  sold  by  auetioAeers^  smd  one  man  does 
the  business  of  one  hundred,  we  have  only  to  cal- 
culate the  effects  on  the  merchant,  the  mechanic, 
all  the  inhabitants  of  a  seaport,  and  the  farmers 
of  the  sunouB^ng  country ;  one  hundred  houses, 
one  hundred  stores  unoccupied ;  one  hundred  set» 
of  clerks  and  servants  unemployed ;  one  hundred 
families  less  to  feed  and  clothe,  to  pay  general  and 
local  taxes,  to  eoatribute  to  the  support  of  the  G}ov- 
ernment,  and  the  defence  of  the  country.  To  this 
list,  and  to  esabnee  all  classes  of  society,  I  hope 
I  may  add  the  manufocturer,  in  whose  lavor  im- 
port doties  cease  to  be  discriminating,  the  credit 
having  the  eifect  of  a  positive  bounty  on  the  im- 
portation of  foreij^  fabrics.  The  credit,  averaging 
twelve  months,  is  equal  to  six  per  centum  to  the 
needy  foret^  maniHaeturer,  who.  in  hope  of  bet- 
ter times,  IS  willing  to  keep  up  his  credit  at  any 
loss.  The  loan  thus  obtained^  may  be  worth  the 
whole  amount  of  duties,  the  highest  rate  of  which 
is  but  thirty  per  centum^  say  two  and  a  half  per 
cent,  a  month— 4.  rate  of  interest  not  unheard  of^in 
times  of  comnercial  embarrassment,  even  in  this 
country. 

To  guud  against  these  general  and  increasing 
evils,  and  to  combine,  as  much  as  possible,  the 
protection  of  all  the  great  interests  of  the  coun- 
try, the  bill  proposes  to  allow  on  drugs,  dye  stuflb, 
and  what  are  generally  called  groceries,  except 
wines  and  ardent  spirits,  a  credit  of  three  and 
Hx  months ;  on  teas,  three,  six,  and  nine  months ; 
manufactoied  articles  to  pay  the  duties  on  their 
arrival,  or  to  be  deposited  in  warehouses  for  six 
months,  ukd  then  to  be  sold  by  auction,  if  the  du- 
ties are  not  paid.    Though  all  the  petitions  on  the 


subject  (and  the  House  will  remark  that  most  of 
them  are  from  merchants,)  prayed  for  an  indis- 
criminate abolition  of  credits,  the  committee  ap- 
prehended that  this  would  cause  a  change  in  the 
commerce  of  the  country,  which,  in  its  present  de- 
pressed state,  it  could  not  bear.  Strange  as  it  may 
seem,  and  little  as  I  well  know  they  will  be  cred- 
ited, even  for  the  existence  of  the  motive,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Manufactures  did  anxiously  desire,  and 
took  great  pains  to  shape  this  bill  so  as  to  answer 
all  the  common-  objects,  and  yet  save  the  mer- 
chants from  the  ill  effects  of  granting  the  entire 
prayer-  of  their  own  petitions.  Had  we  done  that, 
we  should  have  been  justly  exposed  to  the  imputa- 
tion of  attending  to  only  one,  and  not  considering 
the  other  matters  refemd  to  us  by  the  House. 
The  West  India  trade  was  in  the  hands  of  Ameri- 
can merchants,  and  did  not  operate  injuriously  to 
the  principal  manufactures ;  we  did  not  intend  to 
touch  these  credits,  and,  I  think,  by  sound  construc- 
tion of  the  law,  we  do  not.  This  requires  expla- 
nation. In  1799,  these  credits  were  enlarged  from 
four  to  three  and  six  months.  In  1805,  the  impor- 
tations from  countries  north  of  the  equator,  on  the 
eastern  coast  of  America,  and  the  islands  adjacent, 
were  allowed  the  same  credit  as  importations  from 
the  West  Indies;  thus  making  two  distinct  de- 
scriptions of  places  or  countries,  the  one  not  in- 
cluding the  other.  In  the  famous  law  of  1818,  the 
credits  on  importations  from  north  of  the  equator 
(using  the  same  words  as  the  law  of  1805,)  were 
extended  to  six  and  nine  months.  The  construc- 
tion given  to  this  act  at  the  custom-houses  has 
been,  that  it  extends  to  the  West  India  credits.. 
Believing  this  to  be  erroneous,  and  that  neither  the 
intention  nor  the  words  of  tiie  act  will  embrace 
the  case,  we  feel  satisfied  that  they  remain  as  fixed 
in  1799.  If  we  are  mistaken,  it  at  least  shows 
the  necessity  of  watching  provisions  of  this  kind, 
which  have  any  important  oearinf  on  the  revenue, 
and  the  impropriety  of  inserting  them  in  laws,  the 
titk  of  which  would  not  lead  the  House,  on  the 
last  day  of  a  session,  to  examine  all  its  details. 
On  the  importation  of  goods  imported  from  the 
East  Indies,  it  has  not  l)«en  thought  necessary  to 
give  a  longer  credit  than  on  the  same  when  im- 
ported in  the  West  Indies :  our  views  having  a  ref- 
erence rather  to  the  articles  imported  than  to  the 
place  whence  derived. 

No  jB^ood  reasons  presented  themselves  for  givinf^ 
facilities  to  importations  from  countries  with  whicn 
our  trade  was  a  losing  one,  and  which  afforded  no 
market  for  our  produce.  It  appears  that,  in  the 
years  1817  and  1818,  our  exports  to  China  alone 
amounted  to  97,240,000 ;  of  which  ^5,600,000  were 
in  specie^  ^l^l2fiG^  in  foreign,  and  only  974,896 
in  American  produce.  The  exports  of  products  to 
Asia  were^  American  9^1,000,  foreign  9^11,000; 
amount  of^  specie  not  known.  In  1818  and  1819, 
the  amount  of  specie  exported  to  China  exceeded 
97,000,000.  Desirous  not  to  bear  too  hard-  upon, 
and  unwilling  to  encourage  this  trade,  the  credits 
were  reduced  to  such  a  term  that  a  new  voyage 
could  not  be  completed  on  the  capital  furnished 
by  the  duties  on  a  former  one.  This  was  carried 
on  mostly,  if  not  wholly,  by  men  of  great  wealth. 
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who  could  require  no  facilities  except  in  reeard  to 
importation;  and  these,  it  is  belie?ed,are  lioerally 
provided  for  by  the  third  section  of  this  bill.    But 
there  were  imperious  reasons  for  abolishing  the 
credits  on  manufactured  ^oods,  especially  from 
Europe.     The  security  of  tne  revenue,  the  protec- 
tion of  American  commerce  and  industry,  seemed 
to  concur  in  demanding  such  a  change  in  the  sys- 
tem, that  the  goods  should  not  come  into  the  mar- 
ket till  the  duties  were  paid.    It  was  much  wished 
to  discriminate  between  importations  on  foreign 
and  domestic  account ;  but  the  objection  seems  to 
be  insuperable  against  refusing  to  the  foreigner  a 
right  to  deposite  on  the  same  credits  we  were  wil- 
ling to  allow  to  our  own  merchants.    A  refusal 
in  the  first  case  would  have  destroyed  the  little 
that  remains  to  us  of  the  carrying  trade  in  Europe. 
France  and  England  allow  us  to  deposite  all  arti- 
cles, even  those  which  are  not  admitted  to  entry, 
untU  an  eligible  market  can  be  found.    They 
would  refuse  us  what  we  denied  to  their  subjects. 
In  the  other  case,  a  refusal  would  violate  our  con- 
vention with  England ;  for,  though  the  rates  of 
duty  be  nominally  the  same,  yet  the  difference  in 
time  would  make  the  difference  in  effect.    I  con- 
sider that  convention  so  important  and  beneficial 
to  the  commerce  of  this  country,  that  from  interest 
alone  we  ought  to  observe  it  with  the  most  scru- 
pulous ^ood  faith,  as  a  means  of  preserving  our 
navigation.    Witnout  it  you  would  be  called  on  for 
protection,  as  you  now  are  in  relation  to  France. 
Though  it  is  now  not  only  presumptuous,  but  al- 
most criminal,  for  Western  men  to  interfere  in 
the  regulation  of  commerce,  I  bee  those  in  that 
interest  to  reflect  what  would  be  the  state  of  their 
trade  with  England  if,  as  in  the  case  of  that  with 
France,  it  had  been  left  to  "regulate  itself?'^    I 
speak  it  with  pride,  it  was  not  only  regulated,  but 
saved  by  Western  men. 

A  very  obvious  defect  in  our  present  system  of 
credits  is,  that  it  makes  no  differeoce  between  im- 
portations for  home  consumption  and  for  re-expor- 
tation. In  reducing  the  credit  on  some,  and  abol- 
ishing it  on  others,  the  committee  foresaw  that 
their  plan  would  operate  severely  on  that  kind  of 
commerce  which  they  thought  deserving  of  pro- 
tection and  every  facility,  unless  a  discrimination 
was  made.  The  bill  provides  for  that  in  a  man- 
ner which  will  effectually  repel  every  imputation 
of  hostility  to  commerce.  It  leaves  it  to  the  option 
of  the  importer  to  avail  himself  of  the  present  sys- 
tem of  drawbacks,  bv  giving  his  bond  for  the  du- 
ties and  taking  the  oebenture  on  exportation ;  or 
to  declare  his  intention  at  the  time  of  entry,  giving 
his  bond  with  security,  to  export  and  not  reland 
the  goods ;  or,  in  lieu  of  such  surety,  to  deposite 
them  in  a  warehouse.  [The  time  of  exportation 
is  left  blank  in  the  form  of  the  bond.]  No  bond 
for  the  duties  is  required.  It  is  only  for  his  integ- 
rity, that  the  revenue  may  not  be  defrauded.  He 
may  deposite,  and  take  three  months  within  which 
to  make  his  election  whether  to  try  the  domestic 
or  a  foreign  market,  without  making  a  declaration 
of  his  intention  to  export.  The  section  in  relation 
to  deposites  contains  substantially  the  same  pro- 
visions as  are  in  the  existing  laws  respecting  the 


deposite  of  teas — varied  only  so  as  best  to  connect 
the  convenience  of  the  merchant  with  the  security 
of  the  revenue.  On  examining  it,  the  House  will 
perceive  that,  in  the  whole,  it  leaves  the  credits 
substantially  as  they  were  in  1790;  that  it  is  not 
so  much  an  alteration  as  a  restoration  of  the  old 
system.  The  changes  which  have  been  made  are 
indispensable. 

The  credit  on  manufactured  goods  tends  so 
strongly  to  do  away  all  discrimination  in  our 
present  tariff,  between  imported  and  domestic 
articles,  that  efi&cient  encouragement  cannot  be 
given  without  abolishing  them.  We  have  used 
our  endeavors  to  do  it  in  the  manner  least  injurious 
to  commerce. 

It  is  not  without  much  surprise  that  I  have  heard 
the  various  objections  to  this  bill.  Not  that  an 
alarm  should  nave  been  raised  about  revenue,  com- 
merce, and  smuggling ;  these  are  always  expected, 
when  any  measure  is  proposed  which  tends  to  the 
benefit  oi  manufactures.  It  is  a  matter  of  course 
to  hear  them.  Local  and  personal  reflections  have 
been  made  on  the  committee  who  have  reported  it. 
Gentlemen  seem  to  forget  that  a  majmty  of  that 
committee  represent  commercial  places,  and  ought 
to  be  as  much  alive  to  theii  interest  as  those  who 
represent  districts  which  have  no  commerce,  and 
wno  seem  so  much  alarmed  by  the  injury  with 
which  this  bill  threatens  it  It  is  strange  that 
merchants  are  not  only  eassy  on  this  subject,  but 
desirous  of  its  adoption ;  that  it  has  beea  reported 
on  their  petitions,  and  by  their  immediate  repre- 
sentatives. But  it  seems  that  they  do  not  know 
their  own  interest;  that  their  friends  and  new 
allies,  in  the  fervor  of  their  zeal  and  friendship, 
must  take  them  under  their  guardianship.  I  thiiik 
I  can  duly  appreciate  the  reason.  It  is  not  be- 
cause they  are  so  friendly  to  commerce^  but  un- 
friendly to  manufactures.  This  bill  combines,  with 
the  other  objects,  the  protection  of  this  great  in- 
terest, and  hence  arises  their  great  hostiuty  to  it. 
I  am  not  insensible  of  the  impression  made  in  the 
House  by  the  powerful  opposition  it  has  met  with, 
and  that  I  am  put  on  the  defensive.  You  must 
allow  me  to  answer  the  objections,  to  have  it  un- 
derstood. The  Committee  are  charged  with  at- 
tempting to  destroy  the  setded  system  of  com- 
merce, which  has  been  so  long  in  operation,  and 
under  which  this  country  has  attained  to  its  pre- 
sent greatness ;  and  gentlemen  speak  of  those  long 
crediu  as  coeval  with  the  Government,  when  they 
well  know  they  have  been  the  work  of  later  days. 
It  is,  at  any  rate,  a  singular  objection  that  the 
Committee  of  Manufactures,  in  framing  this  bill, 
are  charged  with  having  consulted  the  interests  of 
the  wealthy  merchants.  This,  from  capitalists,  is 
certainly  unexpected.  They  must  be  hard  to  please, 
when  their  great  opposition  to  this  measure  arises 
from  its  tendency  to  promote  their  interest.  If 
this  is  true,  it  ought  to  please  all.  The  small 
dealers  do  not  complain ;  they  are  satisfied,  nay, 
desirous  of  its  adoption ;  chambers  of  commerce 
and  East  India  merchants  are  its  only  ojqxuients, 
and  that  because  it  does  too  much  for  them.  They 
must  excuse  me,  if  I  attribute  their  disposition  to  a 
much  less  disinterested  motive.     The  craft  is  in 
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danger;  the  charm  is  about  to  be  dispelled  by 
which  the  people  and  Government  of  this  country 
have  been  ted  to  believe  that  foreign  importations 
are  the  sources  of  revenue  and  wealth.  The  Trea- 
sury is  empty,  the  people  are  impoverished ;  the 
cause  is  seen  and  felt  to  be  the  prostration  of  na- 
tioDal  industry,  the  encouragement  of  foreign. 

This  objection  was  not  urged  by  the  same  gen- 
tleman a  few  days  ago,  when  you  made  a  total 
and  complete  change  of  the  system  for  the  sale  of 
the  public  lands.  It  had  been  tried  for  twenty 
years,  had  never  been  changed  or  altered,  and 
was  attended  with  no  inconvenience — not  a  cent 
had  been  or  could  be  lost.  You  had  profited  by 
it — had,  by  forfeitures,  made  a  clear  pront  of  $400,- 
000.  There  was  not  a  petition  in  favor  of  its 
abolition.  But  these  were  fancied  evils ;  you  ap- 
prehended danffer ;  you  thought  a  change  would 
be  uaefuly  ana,  by  almost  an  unanimous  vote, 
have  passed  a  law  by  which  a  poor  man,  desirous 
of  securing  to  himself  and  family  the  means  of 
support,  must  pair  all  cash  for  his  title  to  eightv 
acres  of  land.  Now  we  find  the  advocates  oithis 
measure  so  wonderfully  attached  to  the  system  of 
impost  and  enormous  credits,  that  they  will  not 
consent  even  to  reduce  them;  and,  while  they 
affect  so  mncb  fear  for  agriculture,  commerce,  and 
revenue,  are  willing  to  permit  the  foreign  mer- 
chant to  have  his  twelve  and  eighteen  months 
credit  on  his  cargo  of  half  a  million  of  manu- 
factured goods,  the  poor  farmer  must  pay  cash 
for  his  land — ^the  foreigner  may  not  only  have 
a  credit  on  his  goods  without  interest,  but  be  al- 
lowed to  double  his  capital  by  the  loan  thus  ob- 
tained from  our  own  citizens.  You  see  by  this 
system  that  one-fifth  of  your  revenue  is  at  this 
moment  in  suit.  You  know  that  the  greatest  por- 
tion of  delinquencies  is  by  foreigners ;  that  much 
of  it  will  be  lost;  that  the  duties  are  taken  from 
the  pockets  of  the  consumer,  which  do  not  and 
never  will  go  into  the  public  Treasur)^,  but  to 
foreim  countries ;  that  this  evil  is  increasing  most 
rapidly ;  that  the  amount  in  suit  has  doubled  in 
the  last  Year,  and  is  at  this  moment  greater  than 
ever.  You  must  borrow  money  to  make  up  the 
deficiency  thus  caused,  and  yet  listen  to  the  cry 
of  "  you  will  destroy  the  revenue" — ^you  arc  at- 
tacking ancient  and  venerable  systems.  Trace 
these  mdits  through  vour  laws,  and  you  will  find 
that  this  bill  is,  in  substance,  coming  back  to  the 
old  system  of  1790 — that  it  only  does  away  inno- 
vations of  later  years.  Much  is  said  about  the 
small  losses  in  the  revenue  for  thirty  years ;  this 
only  proves  that  the  bonds  of  our  merchants  are 
good ;  but  will  any  one  say  that  their  bond  is  bet- 
ter or  safer  than  their  money  ?  But,  though  the 
bonds  of  the  American  merchant  are  safe,  ^ou 
have  here  official  evidence  that  those  of  foreign- 
ers are  not.  Suits  increase  with  foreira  importa- 
tions, and  you  must  not  be  surprised  ii  the  losses 
of  the  last  two  years  are  more  than  all  the  pre- 
ceding ones.  Fancied  evils  made  you  take  away 
the  credit  on  the  public  lands,  but  realized  ones  do 
not  induce  yon  to  reduce  them  on  importations. 
Commerce  is,  it  seems,  in  danger — ^yet  it  is  well 
known  that  these  credits  have  been  tne  means  of 


throwing  it  into  the  hands  of  ioreifi;ners.  Ask  the 
American  merchant  if  this  bill  will  injure  him — 
the  merchant,  the  house  owner  of  the  seaport, 
who  sufiers  by  long  credits  and  auction  sales.  Let 
the  rate  of  rents,  the  price  of  labor,  the  unem- 
ployed houses,  stores,  clerks,  laborers,  and  ship- 
ping, answer.  We  have  been  told  that,  if  foreign 
importations  do  not  give  employment  to  labor, 
value  to  property,  and  markets  for  proviNions  and 
materials  here,  they  do  in  some  other  countries. 
Here  1  understand  the  gentleman  who  has  made 
this  remark,  and  thus  points  out  the  difierence  be- 
tween his  principles  and  mine.  I  do  not  profess 
those  broad  and  comprehensive  principles  of  phi- 
lanthropy which  enaole  me  to  lo6k  unmoved  at 
the  general  distress  which  pervades  our  whole 
country,  and  find  consolation  in  the  reflection  that, 
though  our  policy  destroys  the  industry  and  pros- 
pects of  our  own,  it  encourages  that  of  otiier  na- 
tions. We  are  sent  here  to  legislate  for  our  own 
citizens;  their  interests  should  be  our  ^peculiar 
care — let  others  take  care  of  themselves ;  their 

Sislators  do  not  leave  things  to  regulate  them- 
res.  When  they  are  called  on  for  protection  to 
any  of  their  great  interests,  other  Governments 
do  not  say,  if  you  have  no  employment  here,  if 
your  manufactures  are  abandoned,  your  seaports 
depopulated,  your  farmers  without  markets,  and 
vour  revenue  m  suit — it  is  better  somewhere  else. 
No  member  of  this  House  can  be  ignorant  of  the 
fact,  that  our  commerce  is  rapidly  declining,  and 
by  means  of  these  credits ;  the  friends  of  the  mer- 
cantile interest  are  certainly  liberal  in  the  extreme 
in  insisting  on  their  continuance,  when  not  a  na- 
tion in  the  civilized  world  gives  a  credit  but  ours. 
Is  it  sound  policy  thus  to  impart  to  others  benefits 
ruinous  to  ourselves,  when  there  is  no  reciprocity  ? 
It  has  been  said  toat  other  Governments  encour- 
age importations,  and  that  this  bill  contains  less 
liberal  principles  than  their  codes.  The  commer- 
cial experience  of  the  gentleman  has  taught  him 
better;  he  must  think  us  strangely  ignorant  of 
their  regulations,  not  to  know  the  total  incorrect- 
ness of  the  remark.  He  knows  iL  that  all  other 
nations  discourage  importations  for  home  con- 
sumption ;  they  encourage  them  for  deposite,  as 
auxiliary  to  the  carrying  trade.  We  afibrd  the 
solitary  exception  of  the  reverse ;  not  a  prohibited 
article  in  our  tarifi*,  no  discrimination  between  im- 
ports for  consumption  or  export,  except  the  draw- 
t)ack  of  duties.  This  bill  makes  it ;  it  gives  facil- 
ities for  export  which  were  never  ofiered  before ; 
it  will  aid  American  commerce,  which  is  worth 
pursuing ;  it  will  take  it  from  foreigners,  who  now 
almost  monopolize  it.  I  am  not  tenacious  of  the 
details  of  this  bill ;  the  great  object  is  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  credits  on  manufactured  goods ;  if  too 
much  is  asked,  let  gentlemen  say  what  will  suit 
their  ideas.  Will  they  agree  to  any  modifications, 
will  they  give  up  a  little^  or  do  they  insist  on  re- 
taining the  whole — ^willmg  that  commerce  may 
be  destroyed,  if  manufactures  are  not  benefited  ? 
It  would  have  much  better  suited  mv  ideas,  if  we 
had  endeavored  so  to  modify  the  bill  as  to  answer 
our  common  objects.  But  it  seems  that  we  have 
been  mistaken  in  our  expectations  of  conciliation ; 
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nothing  will  satisfy  the  gentleman,  but,  by  striking 
out  the  first  section)  the  total  dejfeat  of  the  bill ; 
there  must  be  no  modification,  no  alteration,  no 
reduction  of  credits.  Not  satisfied  with  what  they 
call  the  old  system,  they  cling  to  the  memorable 
act  of  1818,  as  eagerly  as  if  the  whole  commerce 
of  the  country  depended  on  it.  True  to  the  com- 
mercial maxim,  '^  Jieep  what  you  have  got,  and 
get  what  you  can,"  while  regulations  are  progres- 
sive,, adding  to  your  benefits,  call  that  the  natural 
order  of  things ;  but  when  the  least  attempt  is 
-made  to  touch  even  a  skirt  of  your  system,  fold 
up  your  hands  and  say,  "  let  us  alone,"  let  us  reg- 
ulate ourselves.  If  we  adopt  your  maxim,  and 
ofier  to  divest  commerce  of  even  the  ruinous  trap- 
pings of  its  reffulations,  then  the  cry  ^^  revenue 
and  smuggiinf^,"  comes  to  your  aid,  and  keeps  off 
•this  most  odious  thing  called  resulatioD.  i  un- 
derstand it ;  it  will  be  understood  by  the  oountr^r ; 
-we  are  always  regulating  cDmmeEee->^you  will 
this  session :  it  is  necessary  to  save  it,  if  the  peti- 
tions -for  navigation  acts  are  to  be  believed. 

Let  the  House  not  foiget  one  celebrated  regula- 
tion in  the  late  war,  when  goods  to  an  immense 
amount  had  been  imported,  in  violation  of  your 
non-'iatereoitrBe  acts;  when  the  merchants  had 
given  bonds  to  the  amount  of  twdve  -millions  of 
doUaiB,  which  were  forfeited,  which  they  added 
to  the  price  of  their  goods,  and  received  from  the 
people  of  the  country,  the  consumers,  on  the  ground 
that  they  were  obliged  to  pay  them  to  the  Gov- 
•emment.  You,  by  one  ^^regidation,"  remitted 
them ;  and,  at  the  expense  of  the  treasury  and  the 
•nation,  put  the  money  in  the  pockets  of  men  who 
.now  say — ^^'let  us  alone."  When  half  as  much  is 
done  for  manufactures,  I  will  admit  that  they  may 
jregulate  themselves.  1  do  not  urge  these  matters 
•from  hostiUty  to  commerce,  bat  to  let  its  friends 
see  that  not  the  want,  but  the  excess,  of  regulation 
has  now  made  it  necessary  even  for  them  to  do 
•away  some  part  of  their  system,  to  induce  them  to 
.make  a  common  cause  witii  the  other  great  inter- 
ests of  the  country,  to  save  themselves.  Our  ex- 
port of  produce,  and  import  of  soods  for  home 
consumption,  has  ever  been  unprofitable;  the  only 
valuable  part  of  our  commerce,  the  carrying  trade, 
is^now  leaving  us;  it  can  only  be  brougnt  Uiok  by 
regulations.  It  is  not  denied  that  the  importations 
aie  now  mostly  on  foreign  account.  Imwxters 
will  be  exporters ;  those  who  bring  you  goods,  will 
take  away  your  produce ;  if  there  is  a  surplus  of 
imports,  foreigners  will  take  them  to  other  mar- 
kets. Merchants  must  see  this ;  they  now  foel  it ; 
the  situation  of  your  seaports  abumlBntly  proves 
the  fact.  The  pride  of  opinion  most  be  aban- 
doned. Commerce  is  no  longer  what  it  was— the 
change  in  the  relations  of  the  civilized  world  has 
been  the  cause — ^measures  must  he  changed  with 
the  times ;  and,  when  we  can  trace  to  a  definite 
source  a  great  portion  of  all  the  embarrassments 
of  the  treasury  and  the  people,  we  are  called  on 
by  every  motive  which  ought  to  influence  a  na 
tional  Legislature  to  join  in  the  remedy.  In  ask- 
ing for  the  abolition  of  credits  on  manufactured 
goods,  it  is  not  any  bounty  or  even  encouragement 
of  domestic  manufactures.    It  is  only  wX  you 


take  away  the  bounty,  the  premiums  on  imported, 
the  inducements,  the  temptations  that  the  needy 
foreigner  cannot  resist — tnat  you  shall  not  take 
money  from  the  people  of  this  coantry,  and  lend 
it,  without  interest,  and  often  without  security,  to 
the  foreign  importer.  Apply  the  favorite  com- 
mercial maxim,  not  as  practised  on,  but  accord- 
ing to  its  real  meaning ;  take  away  the  credits, 
rescind  the  regulations  which  give  them;  then 
thinffs  will  regelate  themselves;  now  your  laws 
reffiuate  them. 

The  duties  imposed  by  the  oistiDg  laws  are 
said  to  be  sufficient  protection ;  aad  so thev  might 
be,  if  the  operation  of  the  system  made  mem,  to 
the  amount^  a  discrimination  between  the  foreign 
and  domestic  fabrics.  When  impelled  hy  the  gen- 
eral distress,  the  prostration  of  all  sources  of  na- 
tional industry,  to  complain  of  its  insufficiency, 
and  propose  remedies,  one  gentleman  charges  the 
committee  with  obtaining  their  object  by  indirect 
means,  and  tells  us  to  increase  the  rate  of  duty, 
another  tells  us  thb  will  be  tmavailinff  hy  the  in- 
crease of  smuggling.  I  had  thought  that  the  last 
charge  brought  against  the  Committee  of  Mann- 
faetures  woald  have  been  that  their  objects  were 
indirect.  If  tlie  biUs  they  have  reported  do  not 
on  their  &ce  <explaxn  their  objects,  the  observa- 
tions of  their  chaimum  have  not  lefi  their  views  s 
matter  of  conjecture.  If  the  bills  pass,  there  will 
not  be  much  doubt  about  their  direct  effect;  it 
any  rate,  they  are  meant  to  be  effieioit  1  thini 
it  not  very  honorable  to  the  mercantile  character 
of  this  countrv  to  be  told  by  experienced  mer- 
chants, we  will  smuggle  if  you  touch  our  system; 
raise  a  duty  or  diminish  a  credit,  we  will  riolati^ 
your  laws.  Let  me  entreat  them  to  put  too  hi^b 
a  value  on  their  reputation  to  hold  out  to  this 
House  threats  of  this  kind. 

As  to  high  duties,  the  gentleman  and  I  ooder- 
stand  each  other  very  wdl;  but  neither  on  this. 
or  his  resolution  calling  for  evidence,  is  the  com- 
mittee to  be  caught.  High  duties  are  not  the  effi- 
cient means  of  protecting  our  indistry^hadwe 
proposed  them,  we  should  have  defeated  om  own 
measures;  the  triumph  would  have  heen  the 
mater,  as  we  should  have  destroyed  ourselves,  by 
falling  in  the  snares  of  our  opponents.  Moderate 
duties,  but  so  imposed  as  to  be  ooUeetcd,  so  v  to 
afford  a  real  and  not  a  mere  nondial  prefeience 
to  our  industry,  are  what  we  aim  at  At  present, 
they  are  merelv  a  tax  on  the  consumer,  and  operate 
in  a  very  small  degree  for  any  other  purpose 

Calculate  the  bounties,  premiums,  and  diav- 
backs  of  other  Governments,  on  the  exportation  oi 
goods,  our  custom*house  credits,  and  mI®  at  anc- 
tion,  it  will  be  found  there  is  little,  if  m,  ^^ 
crimination  in  favor  of  our  manuifactures;  toe 
duties  are  balanced  by  these  advantages,  i}^ 
been  more  our  object  to  remove  these  prefl"""^ 
on  importations  than  to  raise  the  rate  of  dutiw- 
Wc  are  told  that  one-third  of  the  shipping  ot  tne 
United  States  is  idle—it  is  certainlv  troe.  1  «i" 
thank  the  gentleman  to  give  us  the  J^^J^. 
knows  it  is  not  the  prosperity  of  our  JO^^^!!?  our 
that  the  trade  of  the  country  is  passing  ft«p^ 
merchante;  if  ours  is  idle,  foreign  ahipmg^s^* 
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ployed — that  the  custom-house  credits  are  the  main 
cause  ;  yet  he  will  not  agree  to  the  change.  I  am 
bound  to  hope  it  is  not  because  this  bill  aids  other 
interests  as  well  as  commerce.  Had  it  been  re- 
ported by  another  committee,  had  the  provisions 
of  the  thud  section  been  offered  by  any  other  than 
the  Goths  and  Vandals  of  the  West,  I  think  they 
would  hare  been  retained;  it  is  not  impossible 
that  even  the  European  credits  would  have  been 
reduced.  But  nothing  from  the  Committee  of 
Manufactures  will  be  accepted;  even  fiLVors  from 
them  will  be  rejected.  I  am  glad  that  I  voted 
against  the  separation  of  the  Committees  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures.  I  well  knew  that  it 
would  hold  out  to  the  House  and  the  country  the 
idea  that  their  interests  were  opposed ;  it  was  my 
belief  then,  and  is  now,  that  they  are  the  same.; 
experience  will  show  it :  both  are  declining,  not 
only  going,  but  gone;  the  same  measures  are  ne- 
cessary to  redeem  both. 

The  ooDuaittee  well  knew  that  they  were  un- 
dertaking an  ungraeioBs  task  in  acting  on  all  the 
subjects  referrea  to  them.  How  lar  thev  have 
acted  impartiallj  ean  best  be  judged,  not  t>y  pro- 
fessions, but  their  acts.  I  am  wiluQg  it  shoula  be 
tested  by  this  bill,  confident  that  when  this  excite- 
ment shall  pass  away,  it  will  remain  as  evidence 
of  our  disposition  to  do  as  much  for  commerce  as 
for  manuuctnres-— equally  confident  that  the  time 
will  come  when  its  loss  will  be  regretted  by  those 
who  now  oppose  it,  not  only  as  to  parts,  but  the 
whole— who  will  now  agree  to  no  amendjonent,  no 
modificationi  but  hold  on  to  the  old  system  in  all 
its  changes.  All  seem  to  admit  that  the  commerce 
of  the  country  is  rapidly  declining,  but  we  are 
promised  a  change  in  1822.  I  would  be  indeed 
thankful  for  the  information  on  which  this  predic- 
tion is  made,  hap|^  to  know  the  means  by  which 
it  is  to  he  realized.  Does  the  gentl^nan  judge  by 
experience,  from  facts,  or  does  he  rely  on  tne  chap- 
ter of  accidents?  Let  me  warn  him  not  to  in- 
dulge in  delusive  hopes ;  to  look  to  causes  and 
effects,  and,  while  there  is  a  oemmerce  to  protect, 
not  to  dday  the  means  of  its  aeatoraiion.  Above 
all,  let  him  befware  how  he  presses  on  us  his&vor- 
ite  rnaigim — of  let  thiaflfs  regulate  themselves. — 
This  nation  may  not  always  apply  it  exclusively 
to  manufaetores. ;  even  here  equality  may  be  equity, 
and  this  favored  child  of  legislation  may  be  left 
to  regulate  itself.  When  1822  arrives,  and  the 
gentleiQan's  predictions  turn  out-dreams,  we  shall 
perhaps  have  learned  that  Government  is  insiti- 
tated  to  protect  more  than  one  interest ;  that  laws 
to  favor  eomonerce  are  not  to  be  claimed  as  mat- 
ters of  right ;  for  manufaetures,  to  be  implored  as 
charities,  gratuitous  favorsrflowing  from  your  good 
grace ;  that  one  part  of  Ihe  nation  is  not  to*ciaim 
a  monopoly  of  protection  and  protest  a^inst  its 
being:  granted  to  anothcir,  as  an  usurpation  of  its 
prerogatives.  How  will  he  like  to  hear,  to  the 
prayers  of  commerce  supplicating  aid  against  for- 
cig-n  laws,  and  competition,  and  domestic  indiffer- 
ence, the  appalling  answer  of  "  regulate  your- 
selves ]''— if  you  are  not  doing  wellj  commerce  is 
doing  well  somewhere  else ;  your  relief  will  injure 
manufactures,  the  revenue,  and  lead  to  smug- 


gling; we  have  adopted  another  child,  and  leave 
you  in  the  enjoyment  of  your  own  principles. 
This  dav  may  come,  but  it  is  not  our  fault :  we 
have  held  out  our  hands  in  friendship^  but  have 
met  with  a  cold  repulse.  If  commerce  is  now  left 
to  itself  by  a  repeal  of  all  our  regulations  in  its 
favor — ^the  bounties  on  fisheries,  navigation  acts, 
coasting  trade,  tonnage  duties,  discrimination  on 
imposts,  light  money--^ow  would  its  friends  like 
this  "  being  let  alone  ?"  Let  them  then  think  how 
we  feel  at  receiving  this  answer  when  asking  for 
some  portion  of  the  benefits  of  Government,  by  a 
measure  which  is  called  for  by  all  parts  of  the  na- 
tion, and  is  necessary  for  the  security  of  the  rev- 
enue. To  prepare  for  the  reception  of  the  tariff 
in  this  Hou8e,_you  adopted  a  resolution  calling  on 
the  Treasury  Department  for  information  as  to  its 
effects ;  those  who  are  now  so  alarmed  about  the 
revenue  had  better  call  to  know  the  effect  of  long 
custom*house  credits,  and  the  propriety  of  a  change. 
They  seem  unwilling  to  do  it ;  it  is  not  for  us  to 
ask  It,  but  we  can  easily  judge  from  the  amoimt 
-of  revenue  bonds.  On  tne^rst  of  January  last, 
those  outstanding,  not  due,  were  $16,100,000 ;  if 
the  same  amount  should  be  in  auit  this,  as  was  the 
last  year,  after  deducting  the  expenses  of  collection 
and  drawbacks,  you  can  calculate  the  state  of  the 
Treasury  from  imposts,  and  decide  whether  it  is 
better  to  take  the  money  H}r  trust  to  the  bonds  of 
foreigners.  You  will  not  trust  your  own  citizens 
one  da)r  for  any  portion  of  the  purchase  money  for 
their  pittance  ox  land — ^how  will  you  answer  to 
them  for  trusting  to  foreigners  millions  of  your 
revenue  after  you  find,  by  experience,  that  they  do 
not  pay?  How  will  you  answer  to  the  nation  for 
the  continuance  of  a  system  which  is  confessedly 
ruinous  to  agriculture,  commerce,  manu&ctures, 
and  revenue ;  which  is  dailv  adding  to  the  dis- 
tresses of  all  the  country,  and  the  embarrassments 
of  the  Treasury,  which  are  increasing,  and  mu»t 
increase,  during  European  peace,  can  only  be 
checked  by  some  such  measure  as  is  now  pro- 
posed. 

I  am  sorry  to  hear  it  still  repeated,  that  isom- 
meroe  provides  all  the  resources  of  tne  Goretn- 
ment.  Those  who  ring  ^is  in  our  ears  must 
surdy  think  us  very  simple;  that  the  peof^areao 
easily  duped  as  not  to  know  that  the  duty,  with 
aceumulated  profits,  b  added  to  the  price  of  every 
article,  and  paid  by  the  consumer ;  that  the  mer- 
chant is  only  the  collector,  and  is  well  paid  for 
collating  the  taxes  ^*  the  people  pay  them  on 
every  Ibreign  article  they  eat,  drink,  wear,  or  use. 

Bui,  sir,  this  biU  is  totally  misapprehei^ed ;  it 
does  not  change  the  system  of  imports,  it  only 
makes  it  effectual  by  preventing  losses ;  it  aids 
your  Treasurv  by  brining  to  it  the  money  instead 
of  bonds  on  long  credit ;  it  makes  your  system  in 
some  measure  uniform  and  consistent,  applying 
the  same  rule  to  piirchaseR  of  land  and  goods.  If 


•  A  dtiien  of  New  York  was  once  boasting  to  Mr. 
Jefferson,  that  that  eity  paid  one*third  of  the  whole 
rtvenne.  He  was  stlsDeed  by  this  reply ;  **  Remove 
the  custom-house  across  the  Hudson,  and  the  city  of 
Jersey  would  pay  it." 
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the  bill  proposed  a  total  abolition  of  credits,  it 
would  be  justly  exposed  to  the  attacks  I  am  en- 
deavoring to  repel ;  but  it  goes  no  further  than  to 
make  the  duties  payable  in  cash  or  the  articles  to 
be  deposited,  whicn  interfere  with  our  national 
industry,  and  principally  afi'ects  that  part  of  our 
trade  which  is  in  the  hands  of  foreigners.  It  is 
objected,  that  it  will  tend  still  further  to  produce 
that  effect,  and  to  exclude  small  capitalists  from 
importations  on  their  own  account.  These  objec- 
tions hare  long  since  been  anticipated ;  they  have, 
in  my  mind,  been  completely  answered  by  the  let- 
ters in  my  hand  from  the  most  intellie^ent  mer- 
chants of  New  York  and  Baltimore.  The  foreign 
merchant  and  manufacturer,  who  send  their  goods 
here,  are  generally  needy;  the  regular  course  of 
trade  does  not  give  them  a  market,  or  they  would 
not  force  their  way  to  one  here  bv  auction  sales ; 
our  credits  operate  as  a  loan,  ana  increase  their 
capital  to  carry  on  their  operations  at  home :  this 
is  a  ^eat  temptation  to  continuing  the  trade;  the 
loan  is  perpetually  increasing ;  every  new  consign- 
ment adds  to  the  amount ;  it  is  unlimited  as  to 
time,  and  thus  it  will  progress  till  you  depend  on 
foreigners,  not  only  for  supply  and  defence,  but 
revenue.  As  one  old  bond  is  paid  off,  a  new  credit 
isjpven  for  an  increased  sum.  No  other  nation 
anords  these  facilities;  hence  our  market  is  re- 
sorted to.  But  take  them  away,  take  from  any 
consignment  twenty-five  per  cent,  for  duties,  in- 
stead of  adding  that  amount  by  a  loan ;  compel 
the  consigner  to  send  the  money  for  duties,  or  pay 
a  short  bul,  it  would  effect  sucn  a  total  change  in 
his  business  that  he  could  not  continue  it;  then  he 
must  take  from  his  capital  at  home  to  pay  his  way 
abroad :  now  you  add  to  it  by  lending  iiim  money 
to  use  tor  twelve  months.  It  is  the  difference  be- 
tween a  premium  and  a  tax — a  bounty  and  a 
burden. 

There  is  no  mystery  in  this:  even  the  back- 
woodsmen can  understand  it.  It  would  indeed  be 
mysterious,  if  long  credits  encourage  foreign  con- 
signments, that  short  ones  should  increase  them. 
Cash  payments  give  them  the  monopoly.  I  can- 
not dwell  long  on  reasoning  of  this  kind;  it  is 
much  like  the  other  objection,  that  capitalists 
will  engross  all  the  trade.  This  deserves  some 
examination ;  if  true,  it  presents  a  serious  objec- 
tion to  the  bill — ^if  not  true,  the  House  will  be 
able  to  decide  on  the  character  of  the  opposition. 
This  and  the  auction  bill  are  necessarily  and  closely 
connected,  the  one  an  auxiliary  to  the  other ;  the 
petitions  for  both  mostly  from  merchants  and  mer- 
cantile towns — ^whether  from  large  or  small  capi- 
talists, can  best  be  judged  by  those  who  know  tne 
signers,  and  will  examine  the  number  of  those 
petitioners.  Here  is  a  petition  from  New  York, 
praying  for  the  auction  bill ;  there  are  more  than 
seven  thousand  names  to  it.  It  must  be  a  wealthy 
place  indeed,  if  these  are  all  capitalists.  Here  is 
one  praying  for  a  general  abolition  of  all  credits 
on  all  importations^  signed  by  near  five  hundred 
merchants  of  that  city.  No  one  will  pretend  they 
are  capitalists — no  one  has  a  right  to  say  they  do 
not  understand  their  own  interest.  Tney  have 
asked  for  this  bill,  as  essential  to  their  protection ; 


they  have  made  common  cause  with  the  friends 
of  manufactures,  to  check  an  evil  destniciive  to 
both.  Merchants  of  all  classes  have  united  in  its 
favor,  small  as  well  as  large  dealers.  It  has  been 
opposed  by  no  individual  petitions— no  small  capi- 
talist has  objected,  or  now  objects,  to  its  passage. 
The  only  opposition  has  been  from  your  chambers 
of  commerce,  some  of  whom  have  sent  and  direct- 
ed their  memorials  to  us;  others  have  sent,  btit 
not  directed  them — circulated  secredy— their  ef- 
fect felt,  but  the  power  not  tangible.  I  can  hear 
of  it,  but  it  is  not  on  our  tables— we  cannot  ex- 
amine it.  These  bodies,  it  seems,  are  the  guardians 
of  commerce.  Merchants  undertake  to  judge  for 
themselves,  and  ask  us  for  a  measure— a  chamber 
of  commerce  remonstrates  against  it,  as  injurious. 
I  do  not  well  understand  who  these  chambers  of 
commerce  are ;  they  are  generally  understood  to 
be  men  who  are  to  settle  disputes  among  merchants. 
In  New  York,  I  find,  they  are  incorporated  for 
charitable  purposes — ^that  they  received  the  thanb 
of  the  Assembly  of  that  State  for  their  pamotic 
conduct  in  importing  no  goods  from  Great  Britain, 
until  she  would  repeal  the  stamp  act  I  would  re- 
joice now  to  find  chambers  of  commerce  leaning 
against  foreign,  and  encouraging  domestic,  in- 
dustry and  commerce ;  and  in  times  past  it  would 
have  been  gratifying  if  some  of  our  citizens  would 
not  have  carried  on  commercial  intercourse  with 
England  during  embargo,  non-intercourse,  and 
war.  I  believe  the  members  of  these  bodies  are 
not  generally  composed  of  small  capitalists  of  the 
first  respectability — they  are  of  the  most  wealthy. 
It  is  matter  of  some  suspicion  to  find  them  guard- 
ing the  small  trader  with  so  much  care,  and  so 
fearful  that  the  trade  of  the  country  will  be  thrown 
into  their  own  hands — a  suspicion  that  is  not  di- 
minished, when  I  find  the  merchants  of  Salem 
laboring  under  the  same  fears  as  to  benefits  which 
this  bill  will  five  to  the  large  capitalists,  and  dwell 
so  much  on  the  injury  to  the  young  and  enterpris- 
ing. Here  is  something  unaccountable  to  me. 
In  1818,  the  last  extension  of  credits  was  made  on 
the  petition  of  the  East  India  merchants  of  Boston 
and  Salem,  headed  by  William  Gray  and  others, 
the  greatest  capitalists  of  the  country.  There  were 
no  petitions  from  any  other  place ;  smaU  dealers 
did  not  ask  for  eighteen  months'  credit,  and  small 
dealers  are  not  much  concerned  in  the  Kast  India 
trade.  This  law,  it  seems,  was  thus  passed  on  the 
petition,  and  for  the  benefit,  of  the  wealthiest 
merchants  in  the  Union.  I  must  be  allowed  to 
ask.  how  the  extension  and  shortening  of  credits 
will  produce  the  same  efiecU?  I  think  too  well 
of  the  gentlemen  whose  names  were  to  those  P^ 
titions,  to  believe  they  did  not  understand  iheif 
own  interests,  or  would  designedly  impose  on  yoo. 
The  gentleman  who  so  aBly  represents  one  of 
these  towns,  must  permit  me  to  say,  that,  while 
he  is  contending  that  this  bill  will  injure  the  smaU 
trader,  he  is  contradicting  the  petition  presented 
by  himself,  praying  for  long  credits.  Two  short 
years  cannot  have  made  such  a  change  in  the  prin- 
ciples of  commerce.  What  would  benefit  capi- 
talists in  1818,  will  do  so  now.  Long  credits  wiu 
produce  the  same  effects  now  as  then.   When  oD- 
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jections  are  made  to  short  ones,  they  must  he  tangi- 
ble. I  must  know  where  to  find  our  opponents — 
they  must  not  now  play^  thus  fast  and  loose.  If 
short  credits  were  injurious  to  capitalists  in  1818, 
they  will  not  give  them  a  monopoly  now.  We 
are  not  to  be  thus  amused  with  reasons  which  can 
be  adapted  to  suit  any  measure — they  are  sure  pre- 
texts to  defeat  this  bill,  not  because  it  will  injure 
the  small  merchants,  but  because  it  will  benefit 
the  manufacturer.  It  will  take  the  bounty  from 
importations,  keen  the  money  of  the  Government 
at  home,  prevent  loans  to  merchants  from  produc- 
ing new  importations  on  the  capital  furnished  by 
the  duties  on  the  old.  We  have  given  the  reasons 
and  the  evidence  on  which  this  bill  has  been  re- 
ported. I  would  thank  the  then  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  for  the  evidence 
on  which  he  extended  the  credits  to  eighteen 
months.  In  examining  the  efiects  of  this  change,  I 
cannot  see  the  injurious  efiects  on  the  small  trader ; 
he  can  as  easily  pay  the  duties  on  a  small  impor- 
tatiQn  as  the  lai]^  trader  on  a  larse  one.  Merch* 
aots  adventure  in  proportion  to  their  capital  and 
credit ;  the  duties  are  in  proportion  to  what  they 
import ;  the  small  dealer  can  often  procure  a  small 
loan  when  a  larffe  one  could  not  be  obtained.  The 
American  merchant  has  a  credit  in  bank,  when 
the  foreigner  has  none ;  we  may,  therefore,  feel 
ourselves  safe  in  acceding  to  the  petitions  of  those 
who  have  asked  for  this  measure,  that  they  have 
not  asked  chambers  of  commerce  or  East  India 
merchants  to  become  their  guardians. 

Let  it  be  remembered,  too,  that  the  small  dealers 
are  mostly  in  the  West  India  trade,  which  is  not 
afiected  by  this  bill — the  East  India  and  European 
trade,  which  will  be  deprived  of  one  of  its  facilities, 
is  in  the  hands  of  capitalists  and  foreigners — ^this 
accounts  for  their  alarm,  and  a  desire  to  guard 
their  exclusive  interests  under  the  pretext  of  pro- 
tection to  the  small  dealers.    When  the  latter  com- 
plain, I  will  then  think  the  objection  may  have 
some  weight — ^till  then,  it  will  be  considered  as  a 
pretext  to  cover  opposition  to  a  system  indispen- 
sable for  all  the  great  objects  of  Qovemment, 
merely  because  it  comes  in  aid  of  manufactures. 
I  must  not  be  blamed  for  indulging  this  belief  when 
there  is  such  a  settled  determination  evinced  not  to 
touch  any  part  of  the  present  credits,  when  the  same 
cry  is  raised  whether  we  offer  to  touch  the  act  of 
1818,  or  to  abolish  the  whole.    It  is  at  all  times 
amusing  to  hear  these  same  alamfe  rung  on  every 
occasion.    The  tariff  brought  them  out — ^this  bill 
has  increased  them — ^^  it  will  ruin  commerce^  agri- 
culture, revenue,"  and  even  the  country  itself! 
They  must  be  weak  indeed  when  they  rest  on  Eu- 
ropean and  East  India  credits ;  we  got  along  very 
well  before  1818;  there  were  no  very  imperious 
calls  on  us  to  extend  them  then;  if  they  were 
shortened  now,  I  think  the  sun  would  still  shine, 
and  water  run !    This  is  not  the  first  time  this 
country  and  all  its  interests  have  been  ruined.    The 
proclamation  of  neutrality,  the  British  treaty,  the 
French  war,  ruined  us  forever;  the  embargo  and 
non-intercourse  law  were  death ;  so  was  the  late 
war :  yet  the  country  has  survived  all ;  it  bears  a 
great  deal  of  ruin,  and  bears  it  very  well,  for  one 
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who  has  been  ruined  so  often.  After  surviving 
such  shocks,  I  think  the  little  ruin  which  will  be 
added  by  employing  our  own  labor,  our  own  ma- 
terials, giving  a  value  to  our  own  property,  carrying 
on  our  own  commerce,  and  receiving  into  the 
Treasury  all  the  money  that  the  people  pay  for 
taxes,  will  not  be  too  much  to  bear !  If  this  is  ruin 
it  is  of  the  kind  which  will  restore  us  to  prosperity. 
There  must  be  a  striking  analogy  between  two 
opposite  systems,  agreeing  in  no  one  feature,  yet 
producing  the  same  effects — each  attended  with 
ruin  absolute  and  irretrievable.  You  have  tried 
imposts  till  your  revenue  has  left  you  five  millions 
short  of  your  expenses ;  credits  till  one-fifth  is  in 
suit;  importations  on  foreign  accounts,  till  your 
commerce  is  destroyed;  auction  sales,  till  your 
merchants  are  idle  (their  hopes  resting  in  a  bank- 
rupt law ;)  forei^  j^oods,  till  your  manufactures 
are  abandoned ;  ioreigjn  markets^  till  your  farmers 
find  their  produce  rotting  on  their  hands :  and  yet 
it  is  contended  that  the  continuance  of  this  condi- 
tion of  the  country  is  necessary  for  its  welfare ; 
that  a  change  will  be  ruinous.  I  hope  gentlemen 
will  ask  themselves  if  ever  there  was  a  time  wheik 
there  was  such  a  scene  of  universal  distress.  If  it 
cannot  be  easily  traced  and  satisfactorily  accounted 
for,  when  called  on,  as  you  have  been  this  session, 
by  the  people  of  the  country,  they  will  expect  some 
better  answer  to  their  petitions  than  these  alarms, 
which  are  always  raised  whenever  there  has  been 
any  attempt  to  adopt  measures  of  vital  importance. 
When  you  urge  them  you  must  give  reasons ;  show 
how  the  present  system  will  restore,  how  the  pro- 
posed one  will  injure  us ;  show  how  internal  in- 
dustry will  injure  internal  prosperity ;  how  idleness 
promotes  national  strength  or  individual  wealth  ; 
and,  above  all,  satisfy  the  farmer  for  whose  interest 
there  is  so  much  anxiety,  how  he  is  to  be  injured 
by  buying  his  clothing  from  those  who  will  pur- 
cnase  his  produce.  Now  the  surplus  of  his  farm 
will  not  clothe  his  family  and  procure  him  his 
utensils ;  now  he  understands  what  is  meant  by 
buying  cheap :  that  it  does  not  consist  in  the  price 
of  the  article  he  wants,  so  much  as  in  the  price  of  the 
article  with  which  he  is  to  make  pavment.  When 
cloth  is  at  ten  dollars  a  Y&f d,  and  nour  at  ten  dol- 
lars a  barrel,  one  pays  tor  the  other — cloth  at  six 
dollars  and  flour  at  three,  the  cloth  to  the  farmer 
has  doubled  in  price  ;  the  barrel  of  flour  procures 
but  half  a  yard  of  cloth.  These  things  will  be  un- 
derstood ;  there  is  no  mystery  in  political  economy ; 
it  is  a  plain  simple  calculation  of  what  is  bought 
by  the  least  labor  and  the  smallest  quantity  of 
produce. 

That  article  is  the  cheapest  which  the  consumer 
pays  for  the  easiest.  What  encouragement  does 
the  importer  or  retailer  of  foreign  goods  now  give 
the  farmer ;  what  injury  has  a  manufacturer  in  his 
neighborhood,  or  a  market  at  his  own  door,  ever 
done  him  1  Is  it  better  for  him  to  seek  it  by  nav- 
igation of  three  thousand  miles,  when  found  glutted 
by  supplies  from  other  sources,  the  price  less  than 
at  home ;  the  home  market  destroyed  by  the  eager- 
ness fora  foreign ;  shall  all  competition  be  destroyed, 
our  produce  left  at  the  mercy  of  other  nations,  who 
have  agricultural  interests  of  their  own  to  protect? 
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Are  they  better  friends  to  the  American  farmer  than 
even  our  own  Government ;  theirs  than  our  own 
citizens  ?  These  are  questions  which  must  be  an* 
swered  in  some  other  way  than  "  you  will  ruin  the 
country."  Sir,  the  country  is  ruined  if  you  perse- 
vere in  your  present  policy.  It  must  and  will  be 
changed.  Such  radical  and  fatal  errors  will  be 
cheeked  by  the  general  voice  of  the  country,  if  not 
here.  It  had  better  be  done  while  moderate  mea- 
sures will  be  sufficient — such  as  are  proposed  by  this 
bill,  which  does  not  increase  the  duties,  imposes  no 
burden  on  commerce;  but,  merely  taking  away 
the  bounty  and  premium  on  foreign  manufactures, 
so  as  to  leave  the  duties  which  are  laid  on  impor- 
tation a  discrimination  in  favor  of  ourown  industry, 
and  the  trade  of  the  country  in  the  hands  of  our 
own  merchants. 

Mr.  SuusBBE,  of  Massachusetts,  addressed  the 
Committee  as  follows — 

Mr.  Chairman :  Beiiur  an  inhabitant  of  a  com* 
mercial  district  of  the  United  States,  I  feel  com- 
pelled, by  a  sense  of  duty  to  my  constituents,  to 
make  a  few  remarks  upon  the  biU  now  under  con- 
sideration. 

It  seems  to  be  generally  admitted,  sir,  that  every 
interest  of  the  country  is  depressed  at  this  time ; 
and  what  does  this  bul  propose--^mea3ures  for  the 
relief  and  benefit  of  all  ?  No,  sir ;  its  object  seems 
to  be,  to  impose  new  restrictions  and  additional 
burdens  upon  that  interest  which,  at  this  moment, 
is  more  depressed  than  any  other.  I  mean  the 
commercial  and  navigating  interest.  In  the  course 
of  the  past  year  a  loss  has  been  sustained  by  the 
merchants  of  this  country,  of  at  least  twenty-five 
per  cent,  of  the  whole  capital  employed  in  foreign 
trade,  and  the  prospects  of  the  present  year  are  not 
more  flatterine  than  those  of  the  past.  There  will 
not  be  so  much  capital  employed  this  year  as  there 
was  last,  because  there  is  not  so  much  to  employ ; 
but  in  that  which  is  employed  the  loss  (judging  from 
present  appearances)  will  be  as  great,  or  greater, 
than  it  was  the  last  year.  If  gentlemen  have  at- 
tended to  the  memorials  which  have  been  read  in 
this  House,  from  the  manufacturin|^  interest,  they 
will  have  learnt  from  them  somethmg  of  the  pre»- 
ent  state  of  our  navigation  and  commerce.  We 
have  been  informed  by  these  memorials  that  our 
ships  are  rottinj^  at  the  wharves;  that  they  are  not 
worth  half  their  cost ;  that  a  large  portion  of  the 
merchants  are  already  bankrupts ;  and  that  others 
are  almost  daily  added  to  the  list.  If  this  be  true, 
(and  no  one  who  has  recently  visited  our  seaports 
will  be  inclined  to  doubt  it)^if  this  be  true,  I  say, 
is  it  wise,  or  is  it  just,  further  to  depress  this  inter- 
est at  this  time  ? 

The  bill  under  consideration  proposes  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  present  system  of  credits  on  revenue 
bonds,  and  tne  adoption  of  an  entire  new  system. 
The  present  system  has  been  in  operation,  with 
some  alterations,  from  the  commencement  of  the 
present  Government.  By  the  act  of  the  4th  of 
August,  1790,  the  credits  for  duties  on  imports 
were  fixed  as  follows ,  On  goods  from  the  yVest 
Indies,  at  four  months ;  on  teas  from  China,  at 
twelve  months ;  on  Madeira  wine,  at  twelve  months ; 
on  all  other  goods,  at  six  months.    At  this  time 


sales  of  goods  were  generally  made  for  cash,  or  at 
very  short  credits ;  but,  as  the  business  of  the  coun- 
try increased,  longer  credits  to  purchasers  became 
usual ;  and  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  it  was  the 
encouraffement  of  this  increase  of  trade  which  in- 
duced the  Government  to  extend  these  credits,  as 
they  have  done  at  different  periods  since  1790. 

By^  the  act  of  May,  1792,  the  credit  for  duties 
on  salt  was  fixed  at  nine  months ;  on  other  West 
India  goods,  at  four  months ;  on  all  other  goods, 
(except  wines  and  teas,)  half  in  six,  a  qaarter  in 
nine,  and  a  quarter  in  twelve,  months.  By  the 
act  of  January  29th,  1796,  the  credit  on  importa- 
tions from  the  West  Indies  was  extended  to  three 
and  six  months ;  and  on  importations  ftom  Europe, 
the  credit  was  fixed  at  eight,  ten,  and  twelve 
months ;  one-third  cash.  By  the  act  of  the  3d  of 
March.  1799,  the  credits  were  fixed  as  follows:  on 
West  India  products,  (except  salt,)  half  in  three, 
and  half  in  six  montas ;  on  salt,  in  nine  months ; 
on  wines,  in  twelve  months ;  on  teas  from  China 
or  Europe,  the  same  as  other  goods  fiom  these 
countries,  unless  deposited  in  G&venuaeot  stores, 
in  which  case  the  credit  not  to  exceed  two  years ; 
on  articles  from  Europe,  one-third  in  eight,  one- 
third  in  ten,  and  onMhurd  in  twelve  montl^ ;  on  all 
eoods  from  any  other  place  than  Europe  and  ^e 
West  Indies,  (other  than  salt,  teas,  and  wines,) 
half  in  six,  a  quarter  in  nune,  and  a  qiwrter  in 
twelve  months.  These  credits  hare  not  been 
changed  since  March,  1799,  except  that,  by  the 
act  of  April  20,  1618.  the  credit  on  West  India 
products  was  extendea  from  three  and  six,  to  five 
and  nine  months ;  and  on  articles  from  the  East 
Indies,  South  America,  d^c,  from  half  in  six,  quar- 
ter in  nine,  and  a  quarter  in  twelve  naonths,  to 
one-third  in  eight,  one-third  in  ten,  and  one-third 
in  eighteen  months. 

These  credits  are  given  on  bonds,  with  one  or 
more  sureties,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  colkctor, 
in  double  the  amount  of  duties ;  or,  in  lien  of  the 
sureties,  the  collector  may  accept  a  deposite  of  so 
much  of  the  goods  as  shall,  in  his  opinion,  be  a  suf- 
ficient security  for  the  amount  of  the  duties,  (not 
the  whole  goods,  as  is  required  by  the  bill  now 
under  consideration,)  whicn  depostle  is  to  be  held 
till  the  bonds  become  due,  at  which  time,  if  tlie 
bonds  are  not  previously  paid,  the  goods  are  to  be 
sold,  and  the  surplus,  after  paying  the  bonds  and 
charges,  to  be  paid  over  to  the  importer  of  the 
goods.  This  is  the  substance  of  our  present  system 
of  credits,  which  to  this  time  has  been  foiond  as 
satisfactory  and  sufficient  as  it  is  simple. 

The  system  proposed  by  the  bill  under  consider- 
ation, if  1  understand  it,  it  is  this :  On  the  arrival 
of  goods  liable  to  the  payment  of  duty,  the  importer 
may  elect  whether  to  enter  them  for  exportation 
or  for  consumption ;  if  he  enters  them  for  expsita- 
tion,  he  is  to  give  bond,  with  sufi^cient  sureties,  to 
the  whole  amount  of  the  goods,  that  they  shall  be 
exported,  and  not  relanded  in  the  United  States. 
It  is,  however,  provided  that  the  importer  may. 
subse()uently,  re-enter  his  goods  for  consumptioii ; 
but  this  indulgence  is  extended  only  to  three  mon^s 
from  the  date  of  importation,  and  on  condition 
that  the  duties  are  all  paid  before  the  ex|Niation  of 
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that  time.  If  the  goods  are,  at  the  time  of  import 
tation,  entered  for  consumption)  and  are  sueh  as 
named,  as  excepted,  in  the  first  section  of  the  bill, 
they  are  to  be  entitled  to  a  credit  on  one-half  .the 
amount  for  three  months,  and  on  the  other  naif 
for  six  months,  except  teas,  on  which  the  credit  is 
to  be  three,  six,  and  nine  months ;  one-third  cash. 
On  all  other  ^ods,  of  every  description,  the  duty 
is  to  be  paid  in  cash ;  or,  in  default  of  such  pay- 
ment, the  floods  (not  merely  enough  to  secure  the 
payment  oi  the  duty,  as  under  the  present  system, 
but  the  whole  goods)  are  to  be  deposited  in  stoies 
selected  by  the  coUecter,  and  retained  in  his  cus- 
tody for  SIX  months,  when,  if  the  duty  is  not  pre- 
viouslv  paid,  so  much  of  the  goods  are  to  be  sold 
as  will  pay  the  duty  and  charges.  Now,  sir.  if  the 
GoTemment  had  large  and  oonTenient  warenouses 
established  in  all  our  seaports,  as  is  the  case  in 
most  parts  of  Europe,  to  which  access  could  readily 
be  had  doring  the  usual  hours  of  business,  this 
might  not  be  considered  so  great  an  inconvenience; 
but  this  is  not  the  case — and,  should  importers 

fenerallv  store  their  goods  instead  of  paying  the 
aties,  almost  every  store  in  oor  commercial  towns 
would  be  jBon verted  into  a  government  store,  and 
unless  the  Grovemment  should  forthwith  appoint  a 
host  of  stordteep^rs,  it  will  be  found  extremelv 
difficult,  if  not  impracticable,  to  get  along  witn 
this  part  of  this  new  system.  U  will  at  feast  be 
found  so  inconvenient  and  perplexing  that  few,  if 
any,  who  can  pay  the  duties  on  importation,  will 
submit  to  it.  I  must,  therefore,  consider  the  duties 
on  all  the  non-excepted  articles  as  liable  to  cash 
payment. 

The  revenue  from  the  customs,  in  1818,  (the  last 
year  for  which  returns  have  been  made,)  was  $21,- 
828^451 ;  of  which  $5,410,320  accrued  on  articles 
which  are  to  be  entitled  to  a  credit,  according  to  the 
provisions  of  this  bill ;  and  $16,631,852  were  de- 
rived from  articles  which  are  to  be  liable  to  cash 
payment  of  duties.  So  that  less  than  one-fourth 
part  of  the  amount  of  duties  are  to  have  the  bene- 
fit of  a  credit  of  three  and  six  months,  and  more 
than  three-quarters  of  the  duties  are  to  be  paid  in 
cash. 

Sir,  the  merchants  of  the  United  States  are  at 
this  time,  and  at  all  times,  under  bonds  to  the 
Grovemment  for  the  pay^ment  of  about  twenty 
millions  of  dollars  within  a  year.  Should  this 
bill  pass,  and  not  lessen  the  amount  of  duties  that 
would  otherwise  accrue,  it  will  require  from  the 
merchants  a  further  payment  of  ten  or  fifteen 
millions  more,  making  thirty  to  thirty-five  mil- 
lions within  a  year  from  the  time  this  bill  takes 
effect. 

Now,  can  the  commercial  interest  bear  an  addi- 
tional assessment  of  fifty  to  seventy-five  per  cent., 
at  a  time  when  they  find  it  all  but  impossible  to 
comply  with  their  present  engagements?  And  if 
such  requisition  could  be  complied  with,  would 
any  interest  of  the  country,  either  public  or  private, 
be  benefited  by  withdrawing  from  circulation 
such  an  additional  sum,  when  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  it,  at  least,  would  lay  dormant  in  the 
Treasury,  or  in  the  bank,  for  the  greater  part  of  a 
year?     It  would,  to  be  sure,  give  us  an  overflow- 


ing Treasury  for  the  first  year,  but  a  very  impov- 
erished one  for  several  succeeding  years. 

I  have  heard  it  said,  on  this  floor,  that  credits 
for  duties  are  not  allowed  by  any  of  the  commer- 
cial nations  of  Europe.  This,  if  apparently,  is 
not  really,  the  case.  Entrepots,  or  public  ware- 
houses, are  established,  I  believe,  by  every  com- 
mercial nation  .in  Europe;  certainly  by  most  of 
them,  and  most  goods  may  remain  in  entrepot 
until  they  are  sold  for  consumption,  before  the 
payment  of  duties  is  required;  even  goodb  pro- 
tiibited  for  consumption  may  remain  in  depot 
until  some  foreign  market  offen  a  demand  for 
them. 

The  English,  French,  and  Dutch,  may  be  con« 
sidered  the  principal  commercial  nations  of  Eu- 
rope. 

In  England,  I  believe,  all  goods  may  remain 
some  months,  and  most  of  them  may  remain  from 
two  to  five  years,  in  the  public  warehouses,  with- 
out bond,  except  such  as  are  liable  to  excise,  which 
must  be  bonded  when  put  into  the  warehouses, 
and  on  prohibited  goods,  bonds  must  be  given  to 
export  tnem:  the  payment  of  duties  may  be  de- 
layed until  the  goods  are  taken  out  of  the  ware- 
houses for  consumption.  In  France,  ffoods  may 
remain  in  entrepot  tweive  months,  wiui  the  priv- 
ilege of  further  time,  by  special  permission;  on 
taun^  them  out  for  consumption,  the  duties  must 
be  pa^d,  either  in  cash  or  by  bond  with  sureties  at 
four  months;  but  goods  are  generally  sold,  in 
France,  in  entrepot,  and  the  duty  paid  by  the  pur- 
chaser, as  he  takes  them  out  for  consumption. 

In  Holland,  goods  may  remain  twelve  months 
in  entrepot,  on  bond,  after  which  prohibited  goods 
must  be  exported,  but  other  goods  must  remain 
longer,  by  pNermission  of  the  board  of  licenses. 

In  Spain,  the  payment  of  duties  is  required 
when  goods  are  taken  from  the  custom-house,  but 
I  don't  know  how  long  they  are  permitted  to  re- 
main there. 

In  the  ports  of  Italy,  all' goods  are  sold  in  entre* 
pot;  the  duties  are  paid  by  the  purchaser  when 
taken  out  for  consumption. 

In  Denmark,  the  duties  are  not  paid  until  the 
goods  are  soM  to  the  consumer. 

It  will  therefore  be  seen,  that,  although  the 
European  systems  difier  from  ours,  yet,  that  those 
systems  afibrd,  really,  even  longer  credits  than  are 
allowed  by  our  Government ;  with  this  difference, 
however,  tnat  there,  in  most  cases,  the  goods  them- 
selves afibrd  the  security  for  the  payment  of  the 
duties,  and  if  the  goods,  by  any  casualty,  are  lost 
to  the  owner,  the  duty  is  lost  to  the  Grovemment. 
With  us,  instead  of  holding  the  goods,  bonds  with 
sureties  are  taken,  and,  although  goods  are  lost  by 
any  casualty  whatever,  (whicn  not  unfrequently 
happens)  yet  the  duties  are  paid  to  the  Govern- 
ment. And  I  am  confident  that,  to  this  time,  the 
Government  have  been  great  ^iners  by  the  adop- 
tion of  our  own  system  in  preference  to  any  of  the 
European  ones.  Under  our  present  system  the 
merchants  know  when  their  payments  to  Govern- 
ment become  due,  and  prepare  to  make  them ;  but, 
under  the  system  contemplated  by  this  bill,  they 
cannot  be  so  prepared  ;  their  ships  may  arrive  two 
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or  three  months  earlier  than  expected,  at  a  mo- 
ment when  they  have  just  used  so  much  of  their 
means  and  so  much  of  their  credit,  upon  some 
new  adventure,  as  to  be  unable  to  raise  twenty, 
thirty,  or  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  at  short 
notice ;  but  if  their  ships  should  not  arrive  so  soon, 
by  two  or  three  months,  as  may  be  expected,  the 
funds  which  they  may  have  provided  for  the  pay- 
ment of  duties  will,  m  such  case,  remain  unpro- 
ductive. A  large  portion  of  our  imports  are  made 
in  the  Spring  months  of  March  and  April,  conse- 
quently the  cash  payments  required  at  this  time 
will  be  so  large  as  to  cause  a  pressure  in  the  mo- 
ney market,  at  that  time,  and,  as  the  banks  will 
be  apprized  of  this,  they  will  rather  lessen  than 
increase  their  accommodations,  at  a  time  when 
they  will  be  most  wanted.  There  is  already  much 
complaint  of  the  scarcity  of  money ;  the  passage 
of  this  bill  will  not  lessen  this  complaint. 

This  bill  discourages  importations  generally; 
this  policy  is  the  reverse  of  every  thing  seen  in  Eu- 
rope. It  is  the  policy  of  other  nations  to  encourage 
the  importation  of  almost  every  article,  even  if 
prohibited  for  consumption ;  this  is  done,  not  solely 
with  a  view  to  benent  the  revenue,  and  to  keep 
down  prices,  but  also  for  the  further  purpose  of 
sustaining  the  carrying  trade ;  and  we  ought  to  do 
the  same,  at  least  so  far  as  respects  articles  with 
which  we  cannot  supply  ourselves. 

It  has  also  been  said  on  this  floor  that  the  cre- 
dits now  given  operate  as  a  loan  to  the  merchants. 
It  will  not  be  denied  but  this  may  be  the  case  in 
some  instances,  but  equally  true  that  in  many, 
and  I  believe  I  may  say  in  most  cases,  the  duty  is 
paid  to  the  Qovernment  before  it  is  received  from 
the  consumer ;  and  I  think  it  may  be  said,  without 
fear  of  contradiction,  that,  on  an  average,  the  du- 
ties are  paid  before  they  are  realized  from  the  sales 
of  goods.  So  far  as  my  own  experience  has  ena- 
bled me  to  judge,  this  has  certainly  been  the  case. 
I  have  some  goods  now  on  hand,  the  duties  on 
which  have  been  paid  naore  than  three  years.  If 
merchants  are  compelled  to  pay  the  duties  before 
they  can  reali/e  them  from  the  proceeds  of  the 
eoods,  it  must  be  seen  that  the  efijct  will  be  to 
lessen  their  business,  and,  consequently,  to  lessen 
the  revenue. 

It  has  also  been  said,  that  great  losses  must  have 
been  sustained  by  the  Government,  in  consequence 
of  these  credits  on  revenue  bonds.  Have  we  ever 
heard  any  such  complaints,  even  from  the  Trea- 
sury Department  or  elsewhere'?  No,  sir,  we  have 
not  heard  any  such  complaint,  because  no  such 
losses  have  happened.  The  revenue  which  has 
accrued  from  the  customs,  from  the  4th  of  March, 
1799,  (the  commencement  of  the  present  revenue 
«ystem)to  the  end  of  the  year  1819,  is  $351,329,799, 
upon  which  there  has  oeen  a  loss  of  $1,037,355, 
and  a  further  sum  of  $540,969  which  may  be  lost, 
in  whole  or  in  part ;  but,  supposing  the  whole  to 
be  lost,  the  amount  of  losses  will  be  $1,578,324 — 
a  little  short  of  45-lOOths  of  one  per  cent.  In  the 
district  in  which  I  live, although  the  trade  from  that 
district  is  such  as  is  entitled  to  the  longest  credits 
given  by  our  laws,  the  losses  have,  I  believe,  been 
less  than  1-lOOth  part  of  a  per  cent. ;  and  in  the 


district  of  Boston,  in  which  immense  sums  have 
been  bonded,  the  losses  have  not^  I  think,  exceeded 
1-1 0th  of  a  per  cent.  The  official  report  from  the 
Treasury  Department  shows  that  the  whole  losses 
throughout  the  United  States  have  been  less  than 
half  a  per  cent.  Now,  I  ask,  if  another  instance 
can  probably  be  found  in  the  world  of  a  Govern- 
ment, or  even  an  individual,  having  sustained  so 
small  a  loss  upon  its,  or  upon  his  credits,  or  upon 
any  class  of  credits,  for  a  space  of  thirty  years,  in 
the  course  of  which,  it  should  also  be  noticed, 
that  a  foreign  war,  embargoes,  and  other  restric- 
tive measure  have  taken  place,  which  have  essen- 
tially affected  the  interest  of  those  people  who 
have  had  these  payments  to  make?  There  is,  I 
think,  no  hazard,  in  saying,  that  in  no  country  on 
earth  has  the  revenue  from  customs  been  so 
promptly  paid  as  in  this. 

Under  the  present  system,  the  officer  at  the  head 
of  the  Treasury  Department  is,  at  all  times,  en- 
abled to  make  his  calculations  with  great  accuracy, 
and  without  fear  of  disappointment,  of  the  amount 
to  be  received  into  the  Treasury  for  any  ensuing* 
year,  by  estimating  the  amount  of  bonds  on  hand ; 
and  we  are  thereby  enabled  to  limit  our  expendi- 
tures accordingly ;  but  how  can  he,  or  bow  can 
any  man,  under  a  s3rstem  of  cash  payments,  form 
any  correct  estimate  as  to  future  receipts?  He 
cannot  do  it — it  is  impossible.  And  in  the  event 
of  a  war  with  a  powerful  maritime  nation,  the 
revenue  from  commerce  would  almost  instantly 
stop,  under  the  system  contemplated  by  this  bill; 
whereas,  under  the  exit^ting  system,  the  Grovem- 
ment  will  always  have  bDnds  in  hand  for  the 
amount  of  about  $20,000,000,  to  be  paid  within  a 
year  after  such  an  event  should  take  place. 

It  h  said  that  some  mercantile  people  are  advo- 
cates for  cash  payments  of  duties,  and  that  memo- 
rials to  this  enect  have  been  presented  to  os.  This 
is  true,  sir,  and  it  is  also  true  that  our  own  capital- 
ists, as  well  as  the  agents  of  foreign  capitalists, 
would  be  benefited  by  such  a  measure ;  bat  the  less 
wealthy  merchant  will  be  injured  by  it,  and  all 
the  young  and  enterprising  ones,  of  small  property 
and  limited  means,  will  be  driven  from  their  irasi- 
ness,  or  their  business  will  be  driven  from  them 
into  the  monopolizing  hands  of  the  capitalists; 
and  if  we  are  disposed  to  gratify  them,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  great  bulk  of  the  mercantile  people, 
and  at  the  expense  also  of  the  consumers,  we  shall 
pass  this  bill,  but  if  we  look  to  the  good  of  the 
maAy,  in  preference  to  that  of  the  few,  we  shall 
not  pass  it. 

Amongst  the  signatures  to  the  memorials  against 
discontinuing  credits,  we  find  the  names  of  many 
capitalists,  who  would  be  benefited  by  such  dis- 
continuance as  is  contemplated ;  but,  to  their  great 
credit,  they  are  willing  to  yield  such  advantages 
to  the  public  good. 

If  these  credits  had  been  productive  of  heavy 
losses  to  the  Government,  this  would  be  a  strong 
and  sufficient  reason  for  discontinuing  them;  but 
this  has  not  been  the  case. 

If  the  object  of  this  bill  is  to  aid  the  manufac- 
turing interest^  I  must  say  that,  in  my  humble 
opinion,  that  aid  ought  to  be  sought  in  some  other 
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way  than  by  coercing  people  to  abandon  com- 
merce (by  making  it  more  unprofitable  to  them) 
for  the  purpose  ot  indnciug  them  to  devote  a  por- 
tion of  their  capital  to  manufacturiDg  purposes ; 
and  really  it  is  only  in  this  way  that  I  can  per- 
ceive any  benefit  wul  be  afibrded  to  the  manufac- 
turing interest  by  this  bill.  It  will  not  have  much 
if  any  effect  upion  the  importation  of  European 
man ufact ores,  because,  if  the  greater  part  of  those 
importations  are  made  by  the  agents  of  foreign  es- 
tablishments, as  we  have  been  repeatedly  assured 
is  the  case,  those  agents,  on  the  arrival  of  their 
goods,  have  only  to  sell  a  bill  of  exchange  on  their 
principal  in  £arope  for  as  much  money  as  is  need- 
ed to  pay  their  duties ;  and  these  bills  of  exchange 
are  always  a  cash  article  in  the  market.  This  de- 
scription of  importations  will  therefore  be  less 
afiected  by  the  provisions  of  this  bill  than  any 
other. 

If  I  know  myself  I  am  a  friend  to  manufacturing 
establishments,  and  am  disposed  to  afford  to  that 
interest  every  aid  and  encouragement  that  can  be 
given,  consistently  with  due  regard  to  the  other 
great  interests  of  the  country.  The  other  day  I 
gave  my  vote  freely  and  satisfactorily  in  favor  of 
clothing  the  army  with  our  own  manufactures, 
without  restriction  as  to  price;  but,  at  a  time  of  gen- 
eral depression,  I  cannot  consent  to  build  up  any 
one  interest  of  the  country  upon  the  rums  of 
another. 

If  hiffher  duties  are  necessary  for  the  protection 
of  our  domestic  manufactures,  I  have  no  objection 
to  a  reasonable  increase  of  such  duties,  but  I  have 
always  considered  the  imposition  of  duties  upon 
a  minimam  price,  to  be  an  incorrect  wav  of  as- 
sessing them ;  it  is  a  mode  which  has  not,  I  believe, 
ever  been  ad<^ted  by  any  other  nation.  I  was 
therefore  induced  the  other  day  to  move  that  the 
proviso,  in  the  contemplated  tariff,  relative  to 
coarse  cotton  goods,  be  stricken  out ;  not  however 
with  a  view  of  lessening  the  duty  on  such  goods, 
but  for  the  purpose,  as  I  then  stated,  of  chan^inc 
the  manner  of  assessing  that  doty  from  a  nominal 
to  an  actual  per  centage ;  and  whether  this  had 
been  fixed  at  50  or  150  per  cent.  I  should  not  have 
objected  to  it. 

I  am  unwilling  to  believe  that  the  framers  of 
this  hiU  are  so  unfriendly  to  commerce  as  its  pro- 
Tisions  seem  to  indicate ;  and  if,  under  an  impres- 
sion that  we  yet  have  too  much  commerce  and  too 
much  navigation,  they  think  that  a  further  reduc- 
tion would  be  beneficial,  I  ask  them  to  look  at  the 
Treasury  report  of  the  district  tonnage  for  the  last 
year,  and  see  if  the  reduction  there  exhibited  is  not 
sufficiently  rapid,  either  for  public  or  private  good. 
That  report  will  show  a  reduction  of  over  one- 
fourth  part  of  the  tonnage  of  the  United  States, 
employed  in  foreign  trade,  within  a  year ;  and  the 
report  of  next  year  will,  I  apprehena^  show  a  still 
farther  redaction ;  if  it  does  not,  it  will  be  because 
we  can  neither  seU  nor  give  away  our  ships.  In 
consequence  of  this  reduced  and  depressed  state  of 
our  foreign  trade,  the  wages  of  our  seamen  have 
declined  to  one  half  what  they  were  a  year  or  two 
since  ;  and  should  this  and  the  tariff  bill  pass,  they 
must  decline  still  further;  and  shall  we,  Mr.  Chair- 


man, deprive  of  their  daily  bread,  shall  we  drive  to 
our  poor-houses  those  brave  men  whose  recent  and 
I  may  add  renowned  achievements  have  given 
such  imperishable  fame  to  our  country?  I  hope 
not. 

Sir,  we  are  now  called  upon  to  decide  whether 
we  will,  at  this  moment  of  general  depression  and 
distress,  abandon  a  system  which  has  oeen  in  suc- 
cessful operation  for  more  than  thirty  years ;  a  sys- 
tem which  has  been  productive  of  immense  wealth 
to  the  nation,  and  been  universally  acquiesced  in 
until  this  time,  and  adopt  a  new  one  of  untried  ope- 
ration and  effect,  one  which  imposes  such  condi- 
tions as  are  not  imposed  by  any  other  commercial 
nation,  and  such  as  ought  not  to  be  imposed  by 
this,  unless  we  are  disposed  to  aid  the  nations  of 
Europe  to  build  up  their  commerce  and  naviga- 
tion, upon  the  downfall  of  our  own. 

The  passage  of  this  bill  will  make  the  foreign 
trade  or  the  country  a  monopoly  in  the  bands  of 
the  capitalists  and  foreign  agents,  will  injure  if  not 
ruin  all  the  young  and  enterprising  merchants  of 
moderate  propertv,  will  enhance  the  price  of  for- 
eign articles  to  tne  consumer,  not  only  by  lessen- 
ing the  importations,  but  by  placing  them  in  the 
hands  of  capitalists  who  can  and  who  will  hold 
them  for  high  prices,  will  have  a  tendency  to  lessen 
the  price  of  our  own  products  by  lessening  the 
number  of  purchasers  lor  exportation,  will  lessen 
the  revenue  at  least  for  several  vears  to  come ;  and 
what  is  worse  than  this,  it  would  be  productive  of 
smuggling  and  other  fraudulent  practices,  the  temp- 
tations to  which  ought  to  be  more  cautiously  avoia- 
ed  in  this  country  than  in  any  other,  because  our 
extensive  seacoast  and  innumerable  rivers,  bays, 
and  creeks,  afford  ereater  facilities  for  these  prac- 
tices than  are  found  in  any  other  country. 

Engaged  as  I  am  in  commercial  pursuits,  it 
may,  and  probably  will,  be  supposed  that  I  am 
induced  by  motives  of  self-interest  to  oppose  the 
passage  of  this  bill ;  for  the  purpose,  therefore,  of 
preventiiig  the  effect  of  such  a  supposition,  I  as- 
sure the  Committee  that,  as  an  individual,  I  feel 
rather  indifferent  than  hostile  to  the  provisions  of 
the  bill.  My  own  private  interest  would,  I  think, 
be  rather  benefited  than  injured  by  the  passage 
of  it ;  but  knowing  as  I  think  I  do  that  it  will  be 
productive  of  much  public  as  well  as  private  inju- 
ry, and  that  the  present  state  of  commerce  will  not 
bear  it,  I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  oppose  it. 

Mr.  Chairman,  we  have  neard  much  about  the 
''balance  of  trade,"  which  is  said  to  have  been 
very  much  against  this  country  for  a  number  of 
years  past ;  and  gentlemen  seem  to  have  made  up 
their  opinions  on  this  subject  from  the  custom- 
house returns  of  imports  and  exports,  and  to  have 
concluded  that  the  excess  of  the  latter  over  the 
former,  proves  a  balance  to  this  amount  against 
us.  In  the  first  place,  these  returns  are  very  im- 
perfect, and,  if  they  were  otherwise,  would  not 
(as  they  are  now  made)  afford  a  correct  means 
whereby  to  ascertain  the  balance  of  trade  of  this 
country ;  these  returns  might  guide  us  to  a  tolera- 
bly correct  conclusion,  if  our  exports  were  sold  and 
our  imports  purchased  on  our  own  shores.  But 
these  alone,  however  correctly  made,  are  not  suffi- 
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cient  for  a  commercial  nation.  We  are  the  car- 
riers of  the  greater  part  of  our  owb  exports  and 
imoorts;  therefore,  all  the  advantage  of  freight 
and  profit  (when  there  is  any)  is  to  he  hrought 
into  the  calculation.  Until  the  late  embarrass- 
ments of  commerce  we  had  upwards  of  eight  hun- 
dred tons  of  shippififf  employed  in  the  foreign 
trade ;  the  freight  of  wnich  tonni^  aloae,  at  twen- 
ty-five dollars  per  aimum,  (which  is  the  lowest 
price  at  which,  in  ordinary  times,  the  vessels  can 
be  supported,)  would  amount  to  twenty  millions  of 
dollars,  and  would  pay  that  apparent  balance  of 
tmde  against  us ;  and  I  will  endeavor  to  show  diat 
the  imports  may  exceed  the  exports,  even  much 
beyond  this,  without  creating  a  balance  against 
us.  To  illustrate  this,  let  us  suppose  the  amount 
of  exports  for  the  present  year  to  be  one  hwMiced 
millions  of  dollars,  which,  in  consequence  of  bad 
markets  abroad,  produoes  only  eKhtymiUkNis,  and 
that  this  eighty  roillions,  invested  abroad  in  fof  eign 
articles,  produces,  on  return  to  the  United  States, 
in  consequence  of  other  bad  markets,  only  sixty 
millions.  This,  accoidiag  to  the  theory  oi  some 
gentlemtn^  would  be  a  very  profitable  trade,  be- 
cause the  imports,  according  to  the  custom-house 
returns,  would  be  less  than  the  exports.  Bat,  I 
aak,  bow  long  could  we  sustain  sneb  a  proilabfe 
trade  as  this  f  Why,  sir.  in  the  short  spae^of  two 
years  and  a  half  we  should  sink  the  whole  amount 
of  our  annual  exports. 

Now,  let  us  further  sappose  the  same  amount  of 
one  hui^red  millions  of  dollars  to  be  exported  the 
next  year,  which,  owing  to  better  foreign  markets, 
produces  one  hundred  and  twenty  millions^  ana 
that  one  hundred  millions  of  this  are  invested  in 
merchandise  and  twenty  millions  in  specie ;  and 
that  this  one  hundred  millions,  on  return  to  thb 
country,  in  conaequence  of  more  ftvoraUe  mar- 
kets, is  worth  one  hundred  and  twenty  millions, 
which,  with  the  twenty  millions  in  specie,  would 

give  OS  one  hundred  and  fotty  miiliotts  for  the  one 
uadred  millions  exported.  This,  according  to  the 
satoe  llieory,  would  be  a  very  destructive  basiness, 
because,  according  to  the  custon-house  returns, 
^as  these  returns  are  now  made,)  it  would  leave  a 
"  balance  of  trade"  of  twenty  millions  against  us; 
and  if  those  returns  were  made  to  indude  thie  spe- 
cie, the  balance  would  appear  to  be  forty  miMions 
against  us.  But  who,  I  ask,  do  we  owe  for  this  ? 
Is  it  not  so  much  gained  by  domestic  indastaty  and 
enterprise "?  Most  assuredly  it  is.  And  this  is  such 
a  balance  of  tmde  as  I  should  always  be  willxne 
to  be  concerned  in ;  and  I  am  indined  to  thioE 
that  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Bald- 
win) would  have  no  objection  to  a  share  of  it, 
the  custom-house  rep<Mrts  to  the  cMitrary  notwith- 
standing. 

The  accounts  of  the  Treasury  Department  show 
that  the  exchange  has  been,  almost  universally,  in 
favor  of  this  country  for  the  last  twenty  years,  and 
that  a  large  gain  has  been  realised  on  the  public 
remittances  to  Europe  within  that  time ;  and  this 
alone  is  sufficient  to  refute  the  doctrine  which  lus 
be«a  advanced  by  some  gentlemen  on  this  subject 

The  East  India  trade  has  also  been  spoken  of^ 
aad  by  some  gentlemen  who  are  not  perfectly  ac- 


quainted with  it.  They  seem  to  think  tkat  the 
importations  from  thence  aie  prineipaUy  manu- 
factured  articles,  which  is  not  the  case.  It  b  true, 
that  large  importations  of  coarse  cottons  were  foi- 
merly  made ;  but  the  present  duty  has  opented  as ' 
a  prohibitory  one  apoA  that  article  for  kome  con- 
sumption,  and  the  very  smaUparoels  tkat  are  nofw 
broughtare  for  exportation.  There  have  been  lai]|^ 
importations  of  sUk  goods  from  China,  aad  some 
nanke<«is  are  yet  bnMight  from  thcaoe;  and  these 
may  be  said  to  be  almost  the  only  nrnvfactwed 
articles  now  imported  fsom  beyond  the  Ga|K  of 
Good  Hopeu  Our  catgoes  from  thence  aie  ptbci- 
paUy  of  sugar,  coiee,  tea,  pepper,  and  other  spioes. 
A  year  or  two  rast,  mw  cotton  was  hnrai^t  from 
thence  for  the  jSumean  markols;  bat  I  pn«ne 
there  was  not  a  sin^  bale  imported  the  last  ycai. 
These  articles  are  paid  for  thieiy,  though  not 
entirely,  with  specie.  Some  investments  made  in 
Bengal,  Java,  and  China,  aee  paid  for  in  skins, 
cop^,  sandal  wood,  and  other  articks  from  the 
Pacific  ocean ;  in  wines  and  other  liipmi;  qnicfc- 
silver^  opium,  and  olher  artides  from  this  and 
other  couBtrtcs;  and  by  drafts  on  Europeand  the 
United  Stales.  Aad  of  the  specie  annuaUy  seat 
to  Iftdia  and  China,  it  mmsf  be  estimated  that  one- 
third  to  two-fifths  of  it  is  paociuredinaaddupped 
from  Europe.  And  bo  inooasiderable  jpoitioa  (£ 
this  specie  is  raised  from  ^e  proceeds  ox  oor  own 
products  which  are  shipped  to  Europe  for  that 
purpose.  And  it  may  be  added  that  a  part-«apd 
a  very  coosiderebte  part,  too«^  the  specie  ibb- 
ped  from  the  United  States,  is  imported  speciaUy 

for  that  purpose. 
I  bdieve  unttheannaai  sales  of  IndiaandChina 

goods  in  Eurqpe  uaually  exceed  the  amouit  of 
specie  taken  from  this  cofontry,  and  sonic^es  ex- 
ceed the  whole  amount  taken  by  o«  vesds  &m 
Euwoe  to  this  coontry.  A  part  of  these  goods 
whicn  are  sold  in  finrone  are  takm  directly  theie 
from  India  and  China,  but  the  larger  part  are  fim 
brought  to  this  ootrntry,  and  such  as  ne  not  wanud 
in  our  markets  are  aubseqacntly  shipped  to  m- 
rof^  So  that  thia  tracte  is  neither  so  destrQctire 
or  injonotts  aa  aome  ganliemen  seem  to  ima^nne; 
if  it  were,  it  must  and  would  have  terminated  lonf 
since. 

But  for  this  tmdcL  we  ahould  have  had  to  pay 
much  higher  prices  mr  sugar,  coffee,  tea,  and  ma- 
ny other  artiMes  of  common  conwiinption  in  this 
country. 

This  trade  produeeaalarge  revenue  to  the  Gov- 
ernment;  it  emnloyn  from  three  to  four  dunsand 
seamen;  is  the  nest  nuraery  for  tkat  class  of  m^ 
and  the  very  best  one  for  omoeis  of  any  branch  a 
our  foreign  trade,  and  haa  tended  more  than  any 
other  bmnch  to  improve  the  structure  of  our  mps 
and  the  skill  of  mu  navigatonrs.  _^ 

Although  this  tmde,  like  every  other^  is  depics^ 
at  this  time,  vet  it  is  more  safe  than  any  other 
now  pursued  trom  the  United  States.  And  uit^ 
wished  to  paralyze  the  commerce  and  conmo^Jp 
enterprise  of  the  country,  it  cannot  so  dkei^ 
be  done  in  any  other  way  as  by  restraints  upon  ^^ 
India  trade.  .. 

It  was  my  intention  to  have  explained  mot^^^^ 


1997 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1998 


April,  16S0. 


RtviHcn  0/  the  Tariff, 


H.  or  R. 


my  Tiews  in  relation  to  this  trade,  bot  I  find  my- 
self too  tmwdl  to  proceed.  Before  I  resume  myr 
seat,  however^  I  more  yon,  sir,  to  strike  out  the 
first  section  of  the  bill. 

Blr.  LowifDEs  also  assigned  the  reasons  whv  he 
also  was  opposed  to  the  bill,  and  particnlany  to 
the  TOOTiaons  which  contemplate  restrictions  on 
the  East  India  trade. 

Mr.  Clat  spoke  in  Nplv  to  Mr.  Bilsbbb  and 
Mr.  LowNDSs,  and  urgea  tne  adoption  of  the  pro- 
visions of  this  bill. 

Mr.  LowNDBs  again  spoke ;  and  Mr.  Olat  re- 
joined. 

Mr.  Baldwin  was  speaking  earnestly  in  support 
of  the  bill ;  "when  an  alarm  of  fire,  m  the  city, 
indnced  the  Committee  to  rise  (at  four  o'clock) 
and  the  House  adjoamed. 


TuEsnAir,  Aphl  25. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
PaUic  Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  '*An  act  to  estaUish  additional 
land  offices  in  ^e  State  of  Alabama,"  reported 
the  same  with  amendments;  which  were  read, 
and  concarred  in  by  the  House,  and  the  amend- 
ments were  ordered  to  be  engtossed,  and  the  bill 
read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  Whitman,  the  Committee 
on  ForeigB  Rdations  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  t)ie  expediency  of  imposing  a  duty  on  plaster 
of  Paris  imported  from  certain  parts  of  the  province 
of  New  Brunswick,  to  eountervail  a  duty  latdy 
imposed  by  the  legislature  of  thatprorince  on  that 
article  when  exported  from  certam  other  parts  of 
the  same  province. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tyler,  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  so  amending  the  law  establishing  a 
collection  district  at  Richmond^  in  the  State  of 
Virginia,  as  to  cause  said  district  to  include  all 
the  waim,  4be.,  from  the  mouth  of  Chicahomony 
TiTer  up  to  the  mouth  of  Apomattox  river,  or  its 
junction  with  James  river. 

Bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  following  titles,  to 
wit:  1.  *' An  act  granting  certain  privileges  to  the 
Ocean  Steamship  Company,  of  ?iew  York;"  and 
2.  <<An  act  for  the  reiiet  of  Richard  Smyth  f 
were  severally  read  twice  and  referred,  the  former 
to  the  Committee  of  Commerce,  and  the  latter  lo 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act  to 
provide  for  the  building  an  addition  to  the  custom- 
house now  erecting  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans, 
for  the  use  of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States 
for  the  State  of  Louisiana,"  was  read  the  first  time. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Steele," 
was  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Ordertdj  That  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
of  the  bfll  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  au- 
thorizing tl^  settlement  ot  the  accounts  between 
the  United  States  and  Richard  O'Brien,  late  Ame- 
liean  Consul  at  Algiers,"  and  that  it  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 


REVISION  OP  THE  TARIPF. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  « 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bilk  concerning 
the  duties  on  imports  and  the  mode  of  their  collec- 
tion. 

The  bill  now  under  consideration^  is  the  bill  re- 
{;ulating  the  payment  of  duties  on  merchandise 
imported,  and  for  other  purposes. 

The  question  immediately  before  the  House  be- 
ing on  Mr.  Silsbee's  motion  to  strike  out  the  first 
section  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Baluwin  resumed  and  concluded  the  speech 
which  he  yesterday  began,  in  support  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  bill. 

Mr.  JoHNBON,  of  Virginia,  followed  in  decided 
opposition  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Whitman,  of  Massachusetts,  said,  he  was 
opposed  to  this  bill.  I  am  opposed,  said  he,  to  the 
whole  of  this  grand  scheme  of  the  Committee 
on  Manufactures,  constituting,  as  their  chairman 
(Mr.  Balowih)  has  declared,  a  great  system  for 
the  encouragement  of  national  industry.  That 
gentleman  has  distinctly  announced  that  this,  to- 
gether with  the  tarifi*  bill,  now  laid  aside  for  die 
moment,  and  a  bill  laying  duties  on  sales  at  auc- 
tion, constitute  this  grand  system.  And,  sir,  they 
are  all  from  the  same  standmg  committee,  and  are 
all  referred  to  the  same  Cotmnittee  of  the  whole 
House,  and  all  tend  manifestly  to  one  ol^eet,  as 
has  been  distinctly  avowed  by  the  g^tleman  from 
Pennsylvania.  It  b,  indeed,  impossible  not  to  see 
that  the  ar^ments  which  will  ftpply  to  the  prin- 
ciple, that  is,  to  the  main  scope  and  design  oi  one 
bill,  will  apply  equally  to  that  of  the  other  two.  I 
shall  therefore  follow  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, and  consider  the  subject  at  larse. 

It  is  not  a  little  singular  that  we  should,  at  this 
period  of  our  Government,  for  the  first  time  have 
a  standing  Committee  on  Manufactures.  What 
originatea  the  Government  of  the  United  States? 
Was  it  constituted  with  a  view  to  manufactures? 
Is  there  any  specific  delegation  of  power  in  our 
Constitution  tor  this  object?  Have  we  even  any 
direct  control  over  manufacturing  establishments? 
Can  we  legislate  directly  in  reeara  to  them?  Have 
not  the  individual  States  exclusive  and  absolute 
control  over  every  establishment  of  this  kind  within 
its  own  limits  ?  Hitherto  we  conducted  the  affairs 
of  this  nation  with  some  view  to  the  original  de- 
sign of  this  Government.  We  have  been  content 
generally  to  do  that  which  we  were  distinctly  and 
explicitly  authorized  to  do,  viz.,  to  regulate  com- 
merce— external  commerce  and  commerce  between 
the  States.  This  was  the  primtnn  mobUe  which 
pushed  the  Constitution  into  existence  3  and,  while 
we  have  been  content  to  pursue  this  object,  the 
effects  have  been  singularly  fortunate. 

If  we  lode  back  to  the  period  anterior  to  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution,  and  contrast  it  with 
that  which  has  succeeded  iu  shall  we  find  that 
there  ever  was  an  instance  of^  any  thin^  like  this 
contrast  in  any  period  or  in  any  nation  in  the 
world  besides?  Prom  the  most  abject  national 
poverty  and  distress ;  from  a  total  inability  to  pay 
any  portion  of  a  Revolutionary  debt — ^the  price  of 
our  independence — of  one  hundred  and  tnirty  or 


1999 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


2000 


H.  OF  R. 


Revisum  of  the  Tariff. 


April,  1820. 


one  hundred  and  forty  millions  of  dollars ;  with  a 
scarcity  of  circulating  medium,  which  rendered  it 
impossible  for  the  citizens  in  our  States  to  pay 
even  the  paltry  taxes  levied  upon  them  for  the 
support  of  the  State  governments,  and,  in  some 
instances,  insurrections  existing  on  account  of  it ; 
from  this  miserable  and  degraded  condition  we 
have,  by  the  mere  force  of  commercial  regulations,  ■ 
authorized  by  the  Constitution,  become  wealthy,  i 
powerful,  and  happy.  j 

From  commerce  we  have  derived  nearly  all  the  | 
xevenue  for  our  great  national  purposes.  In  the 
short  period  of  thirty  years,  we  have  derived  from 
it  $318,731,161,  whicn  has  preserved  our  credit, 
and  enabled  us  to  pay  the  pnncipal  and  interest  of 
our  national  debt,  to  the  amount  of  $260,450,022  75. 
And  all  this  almost  without  being  perceptible  to 
the  people. 

The  mdividuals  of  the  community  have,  at  the 
same  time,  kept  pace  with  the  Government  in  the 
acquisition  of  wealth,  in  the  increase  of  agricul- 
ture, in  the  extension  of  our  settlements,  in  the  en- 
largement of  our  cities,  and  in  the  embellishment 
of  our  country. 

And  now  we  are  about  to  contemn  commerce, 
to  cripple  and  oppress  it,  and,  if  possible,  destroy 
it — and  for  what?  It  is  for  the  purpose  of  aiding 
a  premature  and  unnatural  growth  of  certain  large 
manufacturing  establishments. 

I,  sir,  am  in  favor  of  manufactures  to  a  reason- 
able extent,  and  would  go  any  legitimate  lengths 
for  their  encouragement.  But  I  would  not  sacri- 
fice other  great  and  leading  interests,  and  those 
especially  which  are,  "by  the  Constitution »*confided 
to  our  guardianship  and  protection,  to  that  of  any 
other  interest  whatever.  "  Live  and  let  live,"  it 
has  been  well  remarked,  is  the  maxim  of  our  Qov- 
ernment.  All  the  great  interests  are  to  be  equally 
protected  and  encouraged. 

Manufactures  must  and  will  flourish  in  New 
England,  when  they  will  flourish  anywhere  in 
the  Union.  Oar  habits  of  industry,  the  ruggedness 
of  our  soil,  the  severity  of  our  climate,  and  the 
compactness  of  our  population,  peculiarly  fit  us  for 
becoming  a  manufacturing  people. 

If  there  be  any  portion  of  industry  deserving  of 
encouragement,  it  is  that  employed  in  agriculture. 
It  b  that  which,  with  the  inechanic  arts  attached 
to  it,  and  growing  with  it,  insures  us  a  plenty  of 
the  necessaries  of  life,  and  without  which  we  can- 
not even  subsist.  It  will  secure  us  against  famine, 
and  prepare  us  to  encounter  the  severest  reverses 
of  fortune.  It  is  that  in  which  nine-tenths  of  the 
people  of  this  country  are  solely  interested.  What- 
ever, then,  will  subserve  the  purposes  of  this  great 
leading  interest,  must  not  be  neglected.  In  fact, 
everv  other  interest  should  lean  towards  the  support 
of  tnis,  and  should  have  no  encouragement  what- 
ever when  it  has,  in  any  degree,  a  contrary  tendency. 

For  the  promotion  of  agriculture  and  the  ordi- 
nary mechanic  arts,  there  is  nothing  to  be  com- 
nired  to  commerce.  The  life  of  these  depend  on 
nnding  a  market  for  their  surplus  products.  Com- 
merce furnishes  this  market.  The  great  manufac- 
turing scheme  can  never  do  it  to  an  extent  in  any 
degree  comparable. 


Our  great  seaports  are  wholly  dependent  on 
commerce ;  and  the  country  is  not  less  dependent 
on  seaports  to  furnish  a  ready  market.  The  mer- 
chant contributes  most  efiectually  to  general  in- 
dustry, and  the  activity  of  the  circulating  me- 
dium, and  to  the  life  and  spirit  of  business.  He 
sets  to  work  more  mechanics  than  the  largest 
manufacturer  ever  can.  He  has  in  his  train  those 
who  raise,  cut,  and  procure  the  wooden  materials 
for  building  his  ships;  his  ship  carpenters,  his 
blacksmiths,  his  ropemakers,  his  riggers,  his  caulk- 
ers and  gravers,  his  sailors  and  laborers — a  train 
oftentimes  amounting  to  from  one  hundred  to  one 
thousand  men,  constantlv  employed  at  very  ad- 
vantageous rates.  All  tnese  are  furnished  with, 
and  consume  the  agricultural  products.  Be&»ides 
all  this,  the  exports  to  foreign  countries,  annually, 
of  agricultural  products,  is  very  large.  For  the 
last  year,  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  December  last, 
the  authentic  documents  from  the  Treasury  show 
the  amount  to  have  been  over  $46,000,000.  These 
exports  cannot  be  made  unless  we  can  import  at 
the  same  time,  and  we  cannot  import  if  duties  are 
so  high  that  we  cannot  sell  but  at  a  loss.  No  na- 
tion will  take  our  products  without  we  will  take 
theirs  in  return. 

If  this  anti-commercial  project  should  succeed, 
the  agriculturist  is  to  have,  here  and  there,  a  large 
manufacturing  establishment,  which,  at  its  own 
price,  will  take  from  him,  possibly,  a  quarter  part 
as  much  as  those  depending  on  a  single  merchant, 
and  without  any  chance  for  the  exportation  of  the 
residue,  or  of  that  which  would  otherwise  be  ex- 
ported. Thus  it  is  that  this  scheme  is  entirely  to 
ruin  one  class  of  men  and  impoverish  another  of 
infinitely  more  importance  than  all  others  to  the 
nation. 

Who  are  these  manufacturers  that  are  so  clam- 
orous for  protection '?  Not  those  now  established 
and  doing  well;  they  are  silent.  Nor  the  me- 
chanics, viz.,  the  Uacksmiths,  the  shoemakers,  the 
tailors,  the  shipwrights,  the  joiners,  the  masons, 
the  tanners,  d&c.,  dec.,  that  have  srown  with  the 
growth  of  commerce  and  aericiuture.  The  in- 
terests of  these  are  to  be  sacrificed. 

The  number  that  calls  for  this  sacrifice  of  com- 
merce is  comparatively  small;  they  are  but  the 
dust  in  the  balance.  And  what  do  they  require  of 
us?  It  is,  that  we  should  consent  to  pay  from 
one-fifth  to  one-third  more  for  many  of  the  great 
necessaries  of  life  than  we  otherwise  should,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  to  depress  the  price  of  labor  and 
of  the  native  products  of  our  country,  exclusively, 
for  their  benefit.  DX)  not  our  people  understand  that 
this  is  to  render  one  portion,  and  a  thousand  times 
the  largest  portion  of  our  people,  tributary  to  the 
other? 

I  had  believed  that  every  country,  understand- 
ing its  true  interests,  had  considered  it  most  for 
the  interest  of  the  citizens  generally,  that  labor 
should  have  a  destination  to  that  species  of  em- 
ployment which  is  naturally  the  most  productive. 
If  any  one  species  of  industry  needs  a  contribu- 
tion, and,  in  that  way,  a  subduction  from  tkat  of 
another,  or  of  all  others,  it  is  very  clear  that  it  is, 
excepting  in  a  few  instances,  unworthy  of  en- 
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couragement ;  and  that  those  engaged  in  it  should 
be  left  to  change  their  occupations. 

It  b  certainly  not  for  the  int;^re8t  of  this  nation 
to  make  any  one  class  of  men  a  privileged  order, 
and  allow  them  to  live  by  extracting  assistance 
from  the  hard  earnings  of  others.  There  may  be 
a  description  of  manufactures,  which  it  may  be 
necessary  we  should,  at  all  events,  manufacture. 
They  are  those  which  cannot  be  procured  in  a 
time  of  peace,  preparatory  to  a  time  of  war,  if  any 
such  there  be.  Fire-arms  and  implements  of  war 
have  been  considered  as  of  this  description.  We, 
therefore,  manufacture  our  small  arms  at  an  ex- 
pense, perhaps,  double  of  that  at  which  we  could 
import  them.  There  may  be  other  descriptions  of 
manufactures  which  it  may  be  wise  and  politic  to 
encourage  b)r  bounties,  or,  which  is  the  same  thing, 
by  laying  high  duties  on  the  imported  article. 
They  are  such  as  we  cannot,  at  once,  carry  on  for 
want  of  competent  skill,  and  which,  with  a  little 
eocoaragement,  we  would,  in  a  short  time,  ac- 
quire. A  temporary  encouragement  in  such  cases 
would  be  wise.  But  it  can  never  be  wise  to  force 
the  growth  of  manufactures  that  will  always  re- 
quire extraordinary  aid  to  keep  them  in  operation, 
and  which  are  not  essential  to  our  defence  in  time 
of  war.  The  labor  employed  in  such  manufacto- 
ries would  be  more  productive  if  employed  else- 
where; and  we  have  no  interest  in  diverting  the 
natural  and  most  productive  course  of  industry  to 
that  which  is  less  so. 

Whatever  is  reasonable  and  politic  I  am  willing 
to  do  in  aid  of  manufactures.  Yet,  I  have  no  de- 
sire to  see  the  energies  of  this  Government  wielded 
solely  in  aid  of  great  manufacturing  establish- 
ments. I  have  no  desire  to  see  that  kind  of  en- 
couragement given  here,  at  present,  which  is  given 
in  Europe.  There  is  no  reason  for  it.  The  dif- 
ferent situations  of  two  countries  demand  a  dif- 
ferent course  of  policy.  England,  which  we  are 
so  triumphantly  called  upon  to  imitate,  furnishes 
no  similitude  in  this  particular ;  she  has  a  popula- 
tion which  is  her  strength,  and  with  which  she 
cannot  part  but  with  her  existence,  and  which 
cannot  be  there  employed  in  agriculture.  Hence 
she  is  under  the  necessity  of  giving  extraordinary 
encouragement  to  manufactures,  in  order  to  retain 
her  people,  constituting  her  physical  strength,  at 
home.  Had  she  uncultivated  lands  without  limit, 
and  of  the  most  extraordinary  fertility,  can  we 
believe  that  she  would,  or  that  it  would  be  wise 
for  her,  to  afford  these  extraordinary  encourage- 
ments to  large  manufacturing  establishments  ? 

Great  manufacturing  estamishments  are  not  de- 
sirable in  our  country.  They  would  have  an  in- 
fluence over  the  people  that  is  to  be  dreaded,  espe- 
cially in  a  country  like  ours.  Ours  is  a  Govern- 
ment of  sentiment.  Whatever  the  people  wiU,  at 
any  particular  moment,  must  be  done.  These 
great  manufacturing  establishments  have  but  one 
interest.  It  is  an  interest  adverse  to  commerce, 
and  oppressive  to  agriculture.  The  owners  of 
these  estaUiahments  can  instantly  unite,  and  will 
tmite,  from  one  extreme  of  the  country  to  the 
other  to  accomplish  any  favorite  purpose;  and 
even  in  monarchies,  in  strong  Grovemments,  we 


have  seen  that  they  are  with  difficulty  kept  from 
an  undue  influence. 

In  this  country  we  have  a  specimen,  even  now, 
in  their  infancy,  of  what  they  can  do  here.  An 
association  in  rhiladelphia,  calling  itself  a  Soci- 
ety for  the  Promotion  of  National  Industry,  has 
its  branches  in  every  part  of  the  Union,  with 
which  it  corresponds,  and  which  it  directs,  and 
instigates,  and  sets  in  motion,  by  the  means  of 
pamphlets  and  newspaper  essays.  Its  inflamma- 
tory and  unfounded  statements  have  pervaded 
every  part  of  the  Union.  Each  member  of  the 
present  Congress  has  been  favored  with  enough jto 
make  two  large  volumes  at  least.  And  these 
have,  for  a  moment,  deluded  the  people,  and  made 
them  believe  it  is  wise  to  annihilate  commerce,  in 
order  to  build  up  great  manufactories.  "If  they 
can  do  this  in  the  gristle,  what  will  they  do  in  the 
bone?"  The  more  you  grant,  the  more  they  will 
require.  Avarice  is  never  satibfied.  If  you  yield 
to  them  now,  it  will  but  furnish  motives  to  come 
again. 

After  destroying^  commerce,  you  must  resort  to 
direct  taxation.  But  you  must  not  tax  the  great 
manufacturer.  This  would  be  against  the  en- 
couragement of  national  industry.  The  farmer 
and  the  common  mechanic  must  defray  all  charges. 
Your  twenty  millions  of  dollars  annually  must  be 
levied  on  agriculture  or  agricultural  products.  If 
we  should  yield  any  thing  like  what  is  so  much 
desired ;  if  we  should  plant  large  manufacturing 
establishments  all  over  our  country,  and  assimilate 
our  policy  to  that  of  England,  we  shall  find  out, 
when  it  is  too  late,  that  we  have  reared,  in  a  hot- 
bed, an  engine  that  can  and  will  be  brought  to 
bear  upon  us,  and  will  be  wielded  in  a  way  that 
we  do  not  dream  of.  This  wide-spread  combina- 
tion, guided  by  the  dictates  of  a  common  interest, 
will  do  as  they  have  done — the^  will  move  heaven 
and  earth  to  accomplish  their  designs.  I  beg 
leave  to  quote  a  book  which  has  been  written  by 
one  of  the  most  iuj^nious  and  critical  observers 
of  men  and  thin^  in  his  own,  or,  perhaps,  in  any 
other  country.  Speaking  of  the  manufacturers  in 
England,  he  says:  "  They  are  aware  of  their  own 
<  numbers.  The  moral  feeling  which,  in  the  peas^ 
'  ant,  is  only  blunted,  is,  in  these  men,  debauched. 
'  A  manufacturing  population  is  always  ri])e  for 
*  rioting.  The  direction  which  it  may  take  is  ac- 
'  cidental.  In  1780  it  was  against  the  Catholics; 
'  in  1790,  against  the  Dissenters.  Governments 
^  who  found  their  prosperity  upon  manufactures 
'  sleep  upon  gunpowder." 

It  has  been  remarked  by  the  honorable  Speaker, 
that  "merchants  have  been  the  pet  of  this  coun- 
try." It  is  true  that  we  have  done  much  in  rela- 
tion to  them  j  but,  sir,  we  have  only  done  what 
the  Constitution  required.  But  have  we  not  de- 
rived from  this  pet  ample  remuneration  for  all  our 
care  and  pains?  From  what  other  class  of  citi- 
zens could  we  have  derived  three  hundred  and 
eighteen  millions  of  revenue  in  the  short  space  of 
thirty  years ?  Would  the  manufacturers  have  con- 
sented to  have  been  thus  exclusively  taxed  ?  Could 
we  even  have  derived  such  a  revenue  from  the 
agriculturists,  numerous  as  that  body  is  ?    But  it 
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will  be  said  that  the  consumer  pays  this  tax.  That 
is  true,  and  the  same  would  be  the  case  if  it  were 
assessed  upon  manufacturers.  They  must  sell 
proportionably  higher,  according  to  the  tax  levied; 
and  the  farmer  must,  in  order  to  derive  the  regu- 
lar profit  from  his  land  and  kbor,  in  case  he  is 
taxed,  add  to  his  products  in  proportion  to  the  tax. 
In  relation  to  either  of  these  Uu«e  dasses,  in  pro- 
portion as  you  tax  them,  you  deprive  them  of 
ability  to  make  a  jnrofit.  If  you  tax  the  products  of 
the  merchant  hiffh,  his  anility  to  grow  rich  is 
diminished  also ;  because  the  articles  taxed  must 
bpcome  dearer,  and  deamess  diminishes  coosomp- 
tion.  The  same  is  the  case  with  aU  other  classes. 
If  you  require  high  taxes  of  the  fJEvmcr,  his  pro- 
ducts must  become  proportionably  dear,  and  no 
more  will  be  consumed  than  is  aosolutely  neces- 
sary for  sustenance,  and  none  will  be  exported. 
The  farmer,  indeed,  has  the  advantage  of  the  other 
classes.  What  he  raises  consists  almost  whpUy 
of  the  necessaries  of  life,  and  must  be  had  to  a 
certain  extent,  be  the  prices  what  they  may.  It 
is  otherwise  with  the  products  of  the  merchant. 
They  are  almost  wholly  of  articles  which  people 
can  subsist  without.  High  taxes  upon  him,  there- 
fore, are  more  certain  to  work  his  ruin.  Yet  al- 
most all  our  revenue  has  been  derived  from  the 
products  of  the  merchant ;  and  it  has  been  derived 
m  a  manner  that  nobody  complained  of,  in  a  form 
in  nowise  oppressive  or  burdensome ;  and,  indeed, 
almost  without  knowing  that  we  paid  any  tax 
at  all. 

In  levying  our  tax  upon  the  merchant,  we  have 
been  guided  by  scarcely  aay  other  consideration 
than  that  of  deriving  fifom  him  the  most  we  could 
get  We  have  asked  ourselves  but  this  question, 
^^How  much  would  the  article  bear  without 
amounting  to  a  prohibiticm.  and  without  furnish- 
ing such  an  inducement  to  smuggling  as  would  de- 
feat the  collection  of  the  tax?"  .  And  by  this  rule, 
until  lately,  have  we  been  governed.  We  have 
had  experience  enouf  h  of  the  inconveniences  of 
any  other  mode  of  collecting  a  revenue.  We  have 
collected,  since  the  formation  of  the  Qovemment, 
^12,560,130  from  land  taxes,  and  but  $21,715,967 
from  excise.  Tet  the  difficulties  of  collecting 
these  sums  have  been  extremely  embarrassing  and 
perplexinff.  The  collection  of  the  whole  9318,- 
731,161,  derived  from  imports,  has  been  attended 
with  no  difficulties  or  perplexities  whatever  to  the 
public,  however  it  may  have  been  to  the  importer, 
m  comparison  with  what  has  been  experienced 
from  the  land  tax  alone.  Yet,  this  wild  scheme 
of  high  duties,  for  the  purpose  of  esduding  im- 
p(»rtations,  will  inevitably  drive  us  to  land  taxes 
and  to  excises. 

Trade  is  extremdy  depressed,  as  well  as  every 
thing  else.  The  merchants  have  been  losing  con- 
tinually for  several  years.  The  changes  in  for- 
eign afiairs  has  affected  them  extremely;  and, 
tluough  them,  all  the  other  classes  of  the  com^ 
munity.  It  certainly  does  not  become  us  now  to 
add  to  their  depression.  All  the  gentlemen  advo- 
ca^fing  this  manufacturing  scheme  have  spoken  of 
this  extreme  depressed  state  of  trade— of  the  nu- 
merous failures  and  distresses  among  the  mer- 


chants, and  some  of  them,  I  am  sorry  to  say  it, 
with  seeming  deliffhL  We  should  have  expected 
rather  that  someuing  would  have  been  done  for 
their  relief;  that  their  sufferings  would  have  been 
commiserated ;  and  least  of  sdl  should  we  expect 
that  the  manufactaro's  would  pounce  apon  them 
at  this  moment,  and  endeavor  to  oomjMete  their 
ruin.  It  savors  too  much  of  what  we  too  fire- 
quendy  meet  with  in  common  life.  It  is  an  o^ 
saying  that,  ^^when  a  man  gets  to  ^ng*  down 
hiU,  every  one  stands  ready  to  hit  him  a  kick." 
We  have^  surely,  something  like  it  heie. 

If  the  mercnants  have  been  the  pet  of  this 
country,  it  is  in  a  way  that  no  other  class  of  the 
community  would  l^e  to  be  its  peL  Whenever 
we  have  oad  occasion  to  collect  revenue,  it  has 
been  from  the  merchant,  to  the  utmost  that  he 
could  bear.  Whenever  we  have  had  oceasion  to 
make  sacrifices,  it  has  been  of  the  interest  of  the 
merchuit.  Look  at  the  restrictive  sjrstem,  con- 
tinued from  1807  to  1812,  with  oeeasKwal  inter- 
missions. Look  at  the  condition  of  the  merchant 
dwing  the  war.  The  merchant  is  brooght  up  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  be  unfit  for  any  otho-  callmg. 
He  lays  himself  out  to  the  extent  of  his  means  in 
wharves,  stores,  ships,  and  their  cargoes.  Thus 
situated,  ^e  restrictive  mtem  was  ealbrced  with 
the  utmost  rigor ;  and  the  merchant  was  cat  up 
root  and  branch ;  and  not  only  his  panonal  exer- 
tions were  at  a  stand,  but  his  property,  of  the 
most  perishing  nature,  was  left,  eveiywhere,  to  rot 
upon  his  hands.  After  a  perseverance  in  this 
course  of  jkAusj  for  almost  five  years,  a  war  was 
declared,  tne  disasters  of  which  fell  almost  ezdu- 
sivdy  upon  the  merchant  But  more  yet ;  the 
Government  has  not  only  in  this  way  made  the 
merchants  a  pet,  as  the  honoraMe  Spo^Der  would 
have  it,  but,  afWr  spoliations  had  been  committed 
by  the  French,  to  the  amoant  of  many  millions, 
the  Government  relinquished  the  whole,  in  part 
payment  for  Louisiana ;  not  a  doll^  of  which, 
notwithstanding  the  numerous  petitions  that  have 
been  presented,  has  ever  been  paid  to  the  mer- 
chant And,  again,  the  spdiations  which  were 
committed  mr  Spain,  amonntinff,  as  is  siqiposed, 
to  at  least  fiueen  miUions,  has  heen  amed  to  be 
relinquished  for  the  Floridas ;  five  milfioBs  alone 
g[  the  consideratm  for  which,  did  we  agree  to 
pay  over  to  the  individual  soierers. 

And  now,  after  sofibring  every  ^aasler,  and 
bearing  every  burden,  and  aftor  such  a  change  in 
the  afiairs  of  the  world,  as  has  sabverted  the  for- 
mer calculations  of  merchants,  and  overwhelmed 
them  in  a  vride-spread  ruin,  you  will  now,  I  sop- 
pose,  by  way  of  eontiaaing  mem  to  be  jaar  pet, 
snpmod  insufferable  duties,  and  instant  cash  pay- 
ments. 

The  credit  heretofore  extended  to  them  for  du- 
ties, is  complained  of  as  a  favor.  You  first  re- 
quired of  them,  ailmost  exclusively,  to  smbmit  to 
be  taxed  for  the  entire  suj^iort  of  Gk>vemmeat— a 
tax  as  heavy  as  it  was  in  any  degree  pmeneibie 
to  collect  ot  them,  and  now  complain  (hat  they 
were  allowed  any  time  to  pay  it ;  and  now  wiU 
exact  cash  payments,  exciting  on  a  §ew  articles, 
on  which  you  graciously  condescend  to  give  a  very 
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short  credit.  You  will  now  assail  the  merchant 
just  at  a  time  when  he  can  scarcely  keep  his  head 
above  water,  by  adding  new  burdens,  and  de- 
manding payment  in  cash,  instantly.  When  the 
credit  system  was  formed,  it  was  predicated  upon 
an  idea  that  it  would  enable  the  merchant  to  pay 
more,  aad  the  amount  levied  was  proportlonably 
increased.  The  honorable  Speaker  says,  that  the 
merchanls  alone  have  reaped  the  benefit  of  this 
credit.  This  is  a  mistake.  The  merchants,  hav- 
ing a  credit  from  €k>vemment  for  the  duties,  have, 
not  only  for  the  duties,  bat  for  the  whole  amount 
of  the  articles,  given  an  equally  extended  credit 
to  the  retailer,  and  the  retailerj  in  his  turn,  to  the 
consumer.  All  classes,  therefore,  have  reaped  the 
advantage^  and  equally,  too,  with  the  merchant. 
I  know  this  to  have  been  the  case  in  the  town  in 
which  the  honorable  Speaker  lives.  I  once  spent 
some  time  there ;  and  tiie  traders  there  purchased 
large  quantities  m  goods,  and  brought  them  there 
from  Phikuielpllie^  whollv  on  credit. 

h  is  of  no  mconsideraole  impOTtance  for  us  to 
maintain  some  degree  of  steadiness  in  our  com- 
mercial regulations.  An  old  regulation  to  which 
we  are  aeeustomedj  is,  oftentimes,  much  better 
than  a  novd  reguifttion,  howevef  good  it  may  be, 
to  which  we  have  not  been  accustomed.  The 
present  system  of  giving  credit  has  been  practised 
upon  fer  thirty  years:  it  is  well  understood;  all 
the  arraflgemeiits  of  tne  merchants  are  adapted  to 
it.  The  proposed  regulation,  in  this  point  of  view, 
if  it  were  a  good  one,  which  it  is  far  from  being, 
is  extremely  odious. 

But  gentlemen  have  undertaken  to  assert  that 
commerce  is  wholly  cut  up ;  and  allege  that  we 
mast  not  look  to  it  any  longer  as  a  source  of  em- 
ployment, and  as  affording  a  system  of  revenue. 
One  genaeman  (Mr.  Stours)  has  called  it  a  rot- 
ten system.  We  have  here  a  prediction,  i  sup- 
pose, the  fuU&lnient  of  which  the  proposed  course 
of  measures  is  intended  to  secure.  Some  men  will 
predict  evil,  and  are  so  anxious  to  justify  their  pre- 
tensions to  the  gift  of  prophecy  that  they  use  their 
endeavors  to  verify  the  prediction.  But  I  trust  the 
people  will  consider,  whatever  gentlemen  here  may 
do,  that  what  has  taken  place  will  afford  no  war- 
rant for  their  predictions. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasvt y  has  calculated  on 
sixteen  millions  of  revenue  from  commerce  alone 
for  the  vear  to  come;  and  his  en)ectation8  will  be 
realized  if  gentlemen  here,  by  their  mad  projects, 
in  order  to  secure  the  fulfilment  of  their  predic- 
tions, should  not  succeed  in  their  schemes.  A  com- 
merce which  will  secure  sixteen  millions  of  reve- 
nue, is  not  to  be  despised  by  the  Government  of 
this  or  any  other  country. 

Gentlemen  have  indulged  themsdves  in  many 
phtlippies  against  the  India  tmde.  I^ocanoe  is 
often  full  of  eril  surmises.  It  is  said  it  drains  the 
country  of  specie.  True  it  is,  that  much  specie  is 
empWed  in  this  trade ;  but  we  do  not  so  distinct- 
ly see  how  much  specie  this  trade  ultimatdy  re- 
stores to  us.  One  thing  we  know ;  and  that  is,  that 
the  India  merchants  have  accumulated  immense 
capitals,  and  have  seldom  or  never  failed  in  busi- 
Besfi ;  and  whenever  they  choose  to  retire  from  bu- 


siness, have  the  largest  command  of  specie  of  any 
description  of  merchants.  If  we  understood  the 
nature  of  the  India  trade,  we  should  not,  except  in 
hostility  to  merchants  and  commerce  generally, 
cry  out  against  it.  There  is  no  branch  of  traae 
that  ever  has  enriched  the  country  like  the  influx 
of  this  wealth  of  the  Indies ;  and,  at  the  same  time, 
no  branch  of  trade '  that  has  ever  paid  a  higher 
revenue  to  €}overnment.  These  are  certainly  very 
desirable  objects. 

The  course  of  the  India  trade  is  misconceived. 
Gentlemen  merely  know  that  immediately  afler 
the  war  five  or  six  millions  of  specie  were  exported, 
to  be  employed  in  the  India  trade,  and  they  do  not 
see  in  what  wav  this  is  ever  to  return .  Th^  do  not 
consider  that  tais  was  the  capital  of  the  Inma  mer- 
chants, ^tiiich  thejr  had  before  employed  in  this 
very  trade,  and  which  had,  in  consequence  oi  the 
restrictive  system  and  war,  been  accumulating  on 
their  hands  in  this  country  for  seven  or  eight  years ; 
and  that,  as  soon  as  the  war  was  over,  and  the 
freedom  of  trade  restored,  the^  re-employed  their 
capital  as  before.  If  their  business  were  aMin  to 
meet  with  a  simihir  check,  their  specie  would  again 
resume  ks  inactivity,  and  be  found  to  have  aug- 
mented very  considerabl]r  during  the  time  it  had 
been  empbyed.  While  inactive,  it  would  be  in 
the  country,  and  would  gratify  the  eye  of  a  miser, 
but  ft  would  be  making  no  augmentations.  Like 
ev^ry  other  species  of  capital,  it  must  be  employed, 
in  order  to  be  productive. 

The  India  trade  is  carried  on  in  various  ways. 
No  inconsiderable  portion  of  our  large  ships,  with 
comparatively  no  specie,  and  with  an  equipment 
consisting  of  eewgaws  and  trinkets,  visit  the  North- 
west coast  of  America,  and  there  trajffic  with  the 
natives,  and  furnish  themselves  with  pdtries  and 
things  valuable  in  China,  to  which  they  proceed, 
and  ultimately  bring  home  large  cargoes  of  teas, 
spices,  sugars,  coffee,  &c.  Others  carry  out  cargoes 
to  Burope,  and  there  lade  with  European  products, 
and  proceed  from  thence  to  India.  But  some  carry 
out  specie  almost  entirely,  direct  to  India,  and 
return  with  cargoes.  But  gentlemen  do  not  un- 
derstand that  the  ^eater  part  of  these  India  car- 
goes are  not  sold  m  the  United  States,  but  they 
are  reshipped  to  various  quarters  of  the  globe.  Not 
probably  more  than  one-thhd  of  all  that  is  import- 
ed from  India  has  been  consumed  in  the  United 
States,  and  that  third  at  least  has  been  the  earn- 
ings of  the  ships  and  capital  employed.  The 
amount  of  capital  in  the  United  States  is  thereby 
ultimately  increased. 

A  trade  that  enriches  all  concerned  can  never 
be  a  bad  trade.  The  ship-builder,  the  iron  manu- 
facturer, the  cordasfHOiaker,  and  hemp-grower,  the 
pro^cer  of  the  ^ip^mber,  the  sailmaker.  the 
mariner,  and  the  merchant,  are  all  enriched  by  it. 
And  who  is  injured  ?  Certainly  no  one.  The 
consumer  is  not  injured,  because  he  would  other- 
wise have  to  pay  dearer  for  the  same  articles.  If 
a  trade,  then,  wnich  iniures  nobody,  and  benefits 
such  vast  numbers,  and  produces  such  a  vast  por- 
tion of  revenue  to  Government,  be  not  a  good  trade, 
I  know  not  what  is. 

I  take  it  for  granted  that  no  man  is  wild  enough 
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to  deny  that  indiyidual  wealth  is  public  wealth 
and  a  public  blessing :  that,  to  have  large  capitals 
in  the  nands  of  individuals  is  to  make  the  country 
powerful ;  and  that  it  increases  its  resources  in 
time  of  danger. 

The  merchants  are  depended  upon  by  the  Gov- 
ernment, almost  exclusively,  in  time  of  distress,  for 
loans ;  and  none  have  loaned  more  than  have  the 
India  merchants.  The  town  in  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Silsbee)  resides, 
affords  the  most  plenary  proof  of  the  advantages 
of  the  India  trade,  of  the  resources  it  produces,  and 
of  the  value  of  these  resources  to  Government. 
That  town  has  been  more  engaged  than  any  other 
of  its  size  in  this  trade.  The  consequence  is,  that 
it  has  the  most  wealth,  according  to  its  population, 
of  any  in  the  United  States;  and  in  the  same  pro- 
portion has  it  afforded  its  aid  to  Government. 

There  is  one  part  of  the  scheme  of  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  that  I  would  assent  to.  If  the 
auction  sales  can  be  regulated  by  an  excise,  so  as 
to  prevent  frauds  and  impositions  upon  the  revenue, 
I  snould  cheerfully  vote  for  it.  But  as  to  his  mad 
schemes  for  depressing  commerce,  and  ruining  the 
merchants,  and  burdening  agriculture,  I  can  but 
abhor  them.  He  says  these  schemes  have  not  come 
from  Pittsburg.  I  care  not  where  they  come  from. 
He  says,  too,  that  his  proposed  cash  payments  for 
duties  have  been  recommended  by  the  merchants. 
A  few  capitalists — ^men  desirous  of  engrossing  the 
whole  of  the  mercantile  business,  to  the  exclusion 
of  all  the  young,  the  active,  and  the  enterprising, 
who  depend  on  their  personal  resources  for  their 
success — men  who  are  base  enough  to  regard  noth- 
ing but  their  own  mercenary  views,  I  grant  him, 
have  recommended  his  scheme.  But  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Silbbeb,)  who  is 
in  a  situation  to  derive  as  much  benefit  from  cash 

Eayments  as  any  man  in  the  United  States,  has 
onestly  disclosed  what  will  be  the  effects  of  such 
a  system ;  and  every  honorable  merchant  will  tell 
you  the  same.  No  man  can  fail  to  see  the  effects 
of  this  scheme  who  will,  for  a  moment,  look  at  the 
subject.  I  had  supposed  it  to  be  the  policy  of 
every  Government,  and  especially  of  ours,  to  cher- 
ish enterprise,  to  encourage  the  active,  to  enable 
the  poor  to  become  rich,  and  not  guard  the  rich  so 
that  the  means  of  acquiring  wealth  should  be  ex- 
clusively with  them.  Have  we  not,  in  thb  country, 
an  aversion  to  aristocracy  ?  And  vet,  here  is  to  be 
erected  a  moneyed  aristocracy — ^the  worst  of  all 
aristocracies. 

I  deprecate  this  monstrous  stride  in  favor  of 
manufactures  on  another  account.  If  I  know  my 
own  heart,  I  am  a  friend  to  the  reasonable  and 
healthful  growth  of  manufactures  in  our  country, 
but  not  that  bloated  growth  which  tends  to  apop- 
lexy. It  is  in  the  nature  of  all  extremes  to  vibrate. 
If  we  now  £[ive  manufactures  a  premature  srowth, 
the  wind  wul  change  and  they  will  beoverwhelmed 
in  utter  ruin.  We  are  now  running  into  one  ex- 
treme. The  people  of  the  country  wUl  understand, 
ere  long,  that  they  are  taxed,  and  taxed,  too,  not 
for  their  own  benefit,  but  for  the  benefit  of  a  priv- 
ileged class ;  that  their  earnings  are  taken  from  them 
and  given  to  the  manufacturer.    The  people  now, 


some  of  them  at  least,  are  deluded  with  the  notion, 
that  it  is  a  fine  thing  to  have  our  manufactories 
among  ourselves.  But  they  will  awake  from  this 
dream,  when  they  not  only  find  that  they  have  to 
pay,  but  to  pay  dearly,  for  this  whistle.  The  con- 
sequence will  be,  that  we  shall  be  set  to  work  to 
retrace  our  steps,  and,  when  set  to  going,  we  shall 
go  to  the  other  extreme,  and  undo  au  that  has  been 
done  for  manufactures.  We  are  very  apt,  in  this 
country,  to  be  running  mad  after  9ome^^is/€Uwu 
or  other.  We  are  now  running  mad  after  manu- 
factures; we  shall  next  be  running  mad  against 
them.  Let  there  be  an  excise  laid  on  whiskey  for 
the  support  of  manufactures,  and  then  see  what 
the  constituents  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania will  say. 

In  setting  ourselves  to  work  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  manufacturers,  we  should  carefully  ieel 
our  way.  We  should  go  no  farther  than  we  can 
go  with  a  prospect  of  being  steady  in  our  support 
Keliance  upon  the  permanency  of  our  encourage- 
ment will  be  more  valuable  than  any  increase  of 
our  favor  without  such  reliance.  A  versatile  pol- 
icy is  always  destructive.  We  had  better  be  con- 
tent as  we  are,  than  seek  for  that  which  we  cannot 
retain.  It  is  an*  old  saying,  that  "  Better  is  the 
enemy  of  Well."  We  are  always  uneasy ;  always 
thinkinff  we  can  do  better ;  and  always  letting  go 
our  hold  upon  '^  Well,"  and  looking  for  "  Better;'' 
and  in  this  wav  working  our  own  ruin.  The  man- 
ufactories of  New  England  now  have  a  moderate, 
but  a  reasonable,  encouragement.  We  are,  never- 
theless, as  is  natural,  uneasy,  and  want  something 
better.  We  may  obtain  what  we  presently  wish. 
But  I  beg  to  be  permitted  to  warn  mv  friends 
against  their  delusive  hopes.  It  will  suoserve  the 
purposes  of  their  rivals,  and  bring  them  prematurely 
into  competition,  and  finally  overwhelm  both  as 
and  them  in  one  irretrievable  ruin. 

Mr.  Trimble  then  delivered  his  sentiments  in 
favor  of  the  bill. 

There  was  then  some  conversation  on  the  pro- 
priety of  reporting  the  bill  for  increasing  the  du- 
ties on  imports  forthwith,  that  it  might  be  finally 
acted  on,  and,  if  it  passed  this  Hoose^  that  it  might 
be  .before  the  Senate  whilst  the  discussion  was 

?[oing  on  here  on  the  bill  now  under  consideration, 
or  requiring  cash  payments  on  certain  duties,  and 
on  the  other  bill  before  the  same  committee,  for 
imposing  a  duty  of  ten  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of 
sales  at  auction.  Nothing,  however,  was  fiunaUy 
settled  on  this  head. 


Weonesoat,  April  26. 

Mr.  EowARDS,  of  Pennsylvania,  presented  a 
petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Philadelphia, 
praying  that,  for  the  present,  real  estate  may  be 
exempted  from  taxation,  and  that  an  excise  may 
be  levied  on  domestic  distilled  spirits,  both  as  a 
source  of  revenue  to  the  nation,  and  as  a  protec- 
tion to  public  morality ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief 
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of  Richard  Smyth,"  reported  the  same,  without 
amendment;  and  the  bill  was  commilted  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Southard,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  who  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  repealing  the  act  entitled  "  An  act 
making  provision  for  the  civilization  of  the  Indian 
tribes  adjoining  the  frontier  settlements,"  passed 
the  3d  of  Marcn,  1819.  reported  that  it  would  be 
inexpedient  to  repeal  tne  said  act.  Laid  on  the 
ta  bie. 

Mr.  McCoT,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate  enti- 
tled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  H.  Piatt," 
reported  the  same,  without  amendment ;  and  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joshua  Newsom. 
Peter  Crook,  and  James  Rabb ;  which  was  reaa 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Mac  LAY,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions 
and  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred 
the  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  "  An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Thomas  Leiper,"  reported  the  same,  with- 
out amendment ;  and  it  was  committed  to  a  Com- 
mitteo  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  SiLSBEE,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Afiairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  entitled  "  An  act  authoriziner  the  building 
of  a  certain  number  of  small  vessels  of  war,"  re- 
ported the  same,  with  an  amendment;  which  was 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to 
which  is  committed  the  bill  to  amend  the  act  en- 
titled "  An  act  to  authorize  the  employment  of  an 
additional  naval  force." 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  "  An  act  to 
provide  for  building  an  addition  to  the  custom- 
house now  erecting  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans, 
for  the  use  of  the  district  court  of  the  United 
States  for  the  State  of  Louisiana,"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate  entitled  "  An  act  confirming  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  inhabitants  of  the  village  of  Caho- 
kia,  io  the  State  of  Illinois,  in  laying  out  a  town 
on  the  commons  of  said  village,"  reported  the 
same,  without  amendment ;  and  it  was  ordered  to 
be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

OHIO  AND   MICHIGAN   BOUNDARY. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  Land  Committee,  re- 
ported, without  amendment,  the  joint  resolution, 
referred  to  them,  for  establishing  the  boundary 
line  betwen  the  State  of  Ohio  and  the  Territory 
of  Michigan.  The  question  being  stated  on  or- 
dering the  resolve  to  be  engrossed — 

Mr.  Brush  moved  to  lay  the  resolve  on  the 
table,  desiring  time  to  examine  it,  not  having 
been,  from  accident,  present  when  the  resolve  was 
fifbt  moved. 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  a  short  debate,  in 
which  it  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Anuerson,  Mr. 
WoooBRiDGB,  and  Mr.  Sloan,  on  the  ground  of 


the  lateness  of  the  session,  and  the  improbability 
that,  if  laid  on  the  table,  it  would  be  again  taken 
up  at  the  present  session.  It  was  supported  by 
Mr.  Ross  and  Mr.  Brush,  on  the  ground  that  the 
line  proposed  by  the  resolve  was  not  the  proper 
line,  but  would  be  injurious  to  the  interests  of  the 
State  of  Ohio,  without  being  at  all  beneficial  to 
Michigan.  It  was  important,  it  was  admitted, 
that  the  line  should  now  be  established;  but  it 
was  equally  important,  that,  when  it  is  established, 
it  should  be  the  proper  line. 

The  resolve  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  by 
a  vote  of  60  to  44. 

REVISION  OF  THE  TARIFF. 

The  House  then  again  resumed  the  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  regulating  the  mode  of  collecting 
the  duties  on  imports,  &c.  Mr.  Silbbeb's  motion 
to  strike  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill  being  yet 
under  consideration. 

Mr.  Alexander  said,  he  hoped  he  should  claim 
the  indulgence  of  the  Committee  for  a  short  time, 
while  he  expressed  the  reasons  that  would  influ- 
ence his  mind  in  the  decision  of  the  subject  then 
before  it.  He  was  aware  of  the  disadvantages 
under  which  he  labored,  and  trusted  that  he  might 
be  pardoned  in  assuming  to  himself  any  part  of 
the  discussion  on  so  important  a  question.  His 
apology,  however,  in  throwing  himself  upon  the 
patience  of  the  Committee  would  be  found  in  the 
very  brief  remarks  that  he  should  submit  to  its 
consideration. 

I  cannot  permit  myself,  said  Mr.  A.,  to  remain 
satisfied  that  the  present  is  merely  "a  bill  to  regu- 
late the  duties  on  imports,"  which  would  have  jus- 
tified my  silence  on  the  occasion,  but  that  it  is 
something  more,  as  clearly  appears  from  the  latter 
part  of  its  title,  and  it  would  more  properly  be  en- 
titled, "  a  bill  for  the  encouragement  of  domestic 
manufactures,"  the  avowed  object  of  its  advocates. 
Nor  can  I  persuade  myself,  continued  he,  notwith- 
standing the  ingenious  and  imposing  manner  in 
which  the  subject  has  been  placed  by  the  honora- 
ble gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Baldwin,) 
who  opened  the  debate,  that  the  other  great  inter- 
ests of  the  country  have  been  associated  and  iden- 
tified with  it  in  principle,  while  all  due  regard  has 
likewise  been  paid  to  the  revenue  of  the  Govern- 
ment, no  less  im^rtant.  Here  we  find  ourselves 
unfortunately  at  issue,  and  it  becomes  us  calmly  to 
deliberate  and  weigh  well  the  effects,  before  we 
yield  our  assent  to  the  truth  of  a  position,  which, 
to  say  the  least  of  it,  is  extremely  problematical. 
The  gentleman  who  was  first  in  the  debate  (Mr. 
B.)  has  openly  denounced  the  present  system  of 
revenue,  (derivable,  by  much  the  greatest  part, 
from  duties,)  as  unsound  and  inadequate  for  the 
purposes  of  Government ;  and  he  declares  his  read- 
iness to  adopt  a  more  permanent  one,  operating 
directly  as  a  tax  upon  the  people.  In  this  opinion, 
he  fortifies  himself  under  the  Message  of  the  Pre- 
sident upon  the  opening  of  the  session  of  Congress, 
and  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on 
the  state  of  the  finances.  So  far  as  these  can  add 
strength  to  his  argument,  (and  no  one,  I  am  per- 
suaded, is  more  disposed  to  give  weight  to  their 
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character  than  myself,)  he  is  folly  entitled  to  their 
benefit.  But,  if  a  negative  can  anv  wise  grow  out 
of  an  affirmative  expression,  I  thins  it  may  be  fair- 
ly inferred  in  both  cases. 

In  the  one,  the  President  informs  us  that  ''it  is 
'  deemed  of  great  importance  to  encourage  domes- 
'  tic  manuiactures ;  but  how  far  it  may  be  practi- 
'  cable,  paying  due  regard  to  the  other  great  inter- 
'  ests  of  the  nation,  is  submitted  to  the  wisdom  of 

<  Congress.''  In  the  other,  the  Secretary  observes : 
''  It  is  believed  that  the  present  is  a  favorable  mo- 
'  ment  for  affording  efficient  protection  to  that  in- 
'  creasing  and  important  interest,  (meaning  man- 
'  ufactures,)  if  it  can  be  done  consistently  with  the 
'  general  interest  of  the  nation."  Now,  as  far  as 
my  ''  wisdom"  is  concerned  in  the  consideration,  I 
am  for  affording  them  no  further  encouragement, 
«  paying  due  regard  to  the  other  great  interests  of 
the  nation ;"  nor  do  I  think  ''  it  can  be  done  con- 
sistently with  the  general  interests  of  the  nation." 
And  as  thev  use  terms  corresponding  so  precisely 
to  express  tneir  opinions  upon  the  subject,  it  is  but 
fair  to  presume  they  must  entertain  corresponding 
ideas  as  to  the  effects  of  the  system. 

Now,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  further  re- 
marks: "It  is  not  probable  that  any  modification 
'  of  the  existing  tariff  can  supersede  the  necessity 
'  of  resorting  to  internal  taxation,  if  the  expendi- 

<  tore  is  not  diminished."  This,  I  believe,  has  not 
been  done  in  any  case,  saving  the  Yellow  Stone  ex- 
pedition, and  the  little  item  that  seems  to  have  been 
considered  as  the  paraphernalia  of  the  Attorney 
General.  "  Should  Congress,"  continues  he, "  deem 
'  it  expedient  to  modify  the  present  rate  of  duties, 
'  with  a  view  to  afibrd  that  protection  to  our  cotton, 
'  woollen,  and  iron  naanufactures,  which  is  neces- 
'  sary  to  secure  to  them  the  domestic  market,  the 
'  necessity  of  resorting  to  a  system  of  internal  tax- 
'  ation  will  be  au^ented."  / 

Surely  the  President  did  not  intend  to  recom- 
mend a  measure  that  would  result  in  a  system  of 
iaternal  taxation,  without  recommending  it  like- 
wise, who,  upon  its  repeal,  professed  his  readiness 
to  propose  its  adoption  again,  whenever  a  proper 
occasion  should  occur.  The  opinion  of  the  Sec- 
retary, then,  may  be  regarded  as  opposed  to  the 
argument  employed  by  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, (Mr.  Baldwin^)  to  show  that  the  reve- 
nue would  suffer  no  diminution  in  consequence  of 
a  modificcUion  of  the  existing  duties,  so  as  to  give 
additional  aid  to  the  domestic  mdustry  of  the 
country. 

But,  said  Mr.  A.,  it  has  lately  been  discovered 
that  the  present  mode  of  supplying  a  revenue  for 
the  Grovernment,  is  unwise,  impolitic,  and  was 
never  a  favorite,  although  it  has  existed  ever  since 
its  commencement.    If  any  thing  were  wanting  to 


The  situation  of  Holland  may  be  adduced  in  sup- 
port of  the  fact,  that,  while  the  capital  of  the  coun- 
try has  been  employed  in  the  profits  of  stock,  in- 
stead  of  increasing  the  productive  labor  of  the 
nation,  she  has  sufl&ed  her  trade  to  decay,  and  her 
manumctures  to  become  annihilated,  l^  a  ruinous 
and  oppressive  taxation,  even  upon  the  necessaries 
of  life.  The  same  cause  may  be  traced  to  the  Al- 
cavala  in  Spain,  whose  attention  being  more  di- 
rected to  the  protection  of  her  colonies,  and  the 
working  of  her  mines,  than  to  the  improved  con- 
dition of  the  wealth  ot  her  society,  by  a  total  ne- 
glect of  agriculture,  she  presents  at  this  time  a  poor, 
slavish,  and  degraded  people,  without  commerce, 
without  manufactures,  witkout  industry. 

It  will  be  perceived,  then,  said  Mr.  A.,  that  I  as- 
sume, as  the  basis  of  my  argument,  that  the  branch 
of  industry  which  is  capable  of  supporting  the 
greatest  quantity  of  capital,  is  most  advantageous 
to  the  community,  and  consequently  to  the  nation, 
and  should  remain  unfettered,  uniestnkied,  in  ex- 
clusion of  the  claim  of  any  other  towards  aieourage- 
ment :  or,  in  other  words,  that  nations,  like  indi- 
viduals, mi|^t  be  permitted  to  pursue  their  own 
interests  in  their  own  way.  Leaving  the  channel 
of  trade  perfectly  free  and  natural,  there  can  remain 
but  little  doubt  out  that,  like  the  fluid  which  sives 
health  to  the  system,  it  will  seek  its  proper  level, 
and  contribute  to  the  mutual  benefit  of  each  branch  \ 
and  wherever  the  wealth  of  individuals  has  been 
promoted,  that  of  the  society  will  be  ausnmented 
in  an  equal  degree.  But  depress  it  by  force  of 
causes,  and  it  immediately  bcK^omes  like  the  stag- 
nation of  blood  in  the  body,  and  there  b  danger  of 
an  apoplexy. 

Statesmen,  Mr.  A.  said,  were  never  more  use- 
lessly employed  than  in  attempting  to  direct  the 
avenues  of  trade,  by  producing  an  equal  division 
of  labor  among  them.  These  depend  upon  cir- 
cumstances as  variable  and  undefinable  as  the 
causes  that  operate  upon  the  circulating  medium 
of  a  country,  which,  since  no  human  ingenuity^ 
law,  or  punishment,  has  ever  yet  been  abk  to  reg- 
ulate, so  neither  are  they  within  thecontnA  of  any 
S)wer,  without  detriment  to  the  public  interest, 
ut  it  has  been  said,  that  national  pride  should  in- 
duce us  to  adopt  a  policy  countervailing  that  of 
foreign  Powers,  by  which  we  throw  off  a  state  of 
dependency  altogether  in  favor  of  the  citizen,  to 
become  subjected  to  a  greater  and  more  intolerable 
degree  of  servitude. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  A.,  I  should  be  extremely  sorry  to 
see  our  pride  so  far  get  the  better  of  our  judgmenu, 
as  to  lead  to  a  course  ruinous  to  the  best  interests  of 
the  country ;  little  eke,  in  fact,  I  humbly  conceive, 
than  an  act  of  political  infanticide,  and  for  the  en- 
couragement of  manufactures,  which,  like  faJi« 


disprove  an  argument  so  entirely  fallacious  in  it-  j  pride,  always  places  true  beauty  in  the  back  ground, 
self,  it  is  furnished  by  the  very  circumstance  of  the  |  That  cases  may  arise  where  it  becomes  necessary- 
long  duration  of  the  system,  which  is  the  best  evi-  i  to  resort  to  retaliatory  measures  I  shall  not  preten  J 
dence  of  its  popularity,  and  least  objectionable  I  to  deny,  but  mean  only  to  say,  that  this  is  not  one 


character.  That  system  which  can  carry  on  the 
operations  of  Government  with  the  least  expense 
to  the  nation,  while  it  promotes  its  industry,  must 
be  preferable  to  one  where  all  its  efforts  are  para- 
lyzed, by  being  attended  with  excessive  burdens. 


of  that  character ;  and  even  then  they  should  not 
be  adopted  without  proper  caution  and  delibcmtion. 
and  wnere  there  was  a  probability  of  removing  the 
evil  complained  of,  because  their  efforts  are  fHt  in 
a  greater  or  less  degree  at  home. 
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Even  England  herself,  whose  policy  is  always 
made  the  fatal  example  of  reasoning,  (and,  unless 
we  depart  somewhat  from  the  track  she  has  mark- 
ed out,  I  fear  we  shaU  find  ourselves  at  last  in  the 
same  wretched  condition  of  poverty  and  distress 
which  she  at  present  exhibits,  groaning  under  a 
burden  of  excessive  taxation,  which  is  but  ombres- 
sion  under  the  best  of  governments^)  has  not  found 
it  to  her  advantage  to  exclude  entirely  foreign  ar- 
ticles, many  of  which  she  is  capable  of  producing 
to  a  high  degree  of  perfection.  Although  high 
duties  are  imposed,  both  by  England  and  Prance, 
upon  the  respective  manufactures  of  each,  dictated, 
not  so  much  from  a  spirit  of  national  aggrandize- 
ment as  national  ammosity,  goaded  on  by  the 
clamors  and  insatiable  avarice  of  monopolizing 
merchants  and  manufacturers,  yet,  trade  is  stifl 
carried  on  between  them,  under  the  most  odious 
and  demoralizing  of  all  traffics.  And  when  we 
call  the  worst  passions  of  men  into  action,  it  is  rea- 
sonable to  apprehend  like  consequences  in  our  Gor- 
ernment,  wnose  basis  rests  on  the  moral  character 
of  its  citizens.  It  mav  be  said  that  the  same  effect 
will  not  be  prodoeed  nere,  because  they  are  not  in- 
tended to  be  prohibitory.  I  shall,  however,  con- 
sider them  presently  in  this  point  of  view,  and 
endeavor  to  show,  unless  they  are  so  to  a  certain 
degree,  no  advantage  can  be  derived  from  the  in- 
crease, but  it  must  operate  entirely  as  a  tax  upon 
the  consmnption  of  the  country.  The  wines  of 
France  are  permitted  to  be  imported  into  England, 
although  it  is  well  known  that  certain  parts  of  her 
kingdom  might  be  made  favorable  to  the  growth 
of  the  grape ;  and  with  equal  propriety,  under  the 
idea  of  encomnginff  domestic  industry,  ouffht  you 
to  extend  this  benefit  to  the  inhabitants  of  vevay, 
or  any  other  portion  of  our  Southern  country, 
whose  soil  and  climate  are  peculiarlv  suited  to  the 
caltivation  of  the  vine,  because  you  naTeit  in  your 
power  to  supply  the  wnole  United  States.  China, 
(who  treats  tne  commerce  of  the  rest  of  the  worla 
as  beggarly,  and  where  the  laborer  exalts  his  situ- 
ation little  less  than  that  of  the  Mandarin  himself, 
in  claiming  a  portion  of  the  soil  as  bis  own,)  is  not 
shut  out  irom  the  markets  of  England  with  her 
rich  fabrics,  although  many  of  them  are  soccess- 
fully  promoted  within  her  own  dominions.  Yet, 
even  toese  people,  for  the  want  of  a  more  liberal 
foreign  intercourse,  present  the  most  abject  state  of 
poverty,  ignormnce,  and  barbarism ;  and,  in  truth, 
It  may  be  said,  that  the  laborer  here  is  not  alvrays 
"  worthy  of  his  hire." 

The  policy  cannot  be  otherwise  than  founded  in 
the  best  of  all  possible  reasons :  that  there  can  be 
no  justice  in  causing  fifty  or  an  hundred  times  as 
much  ciqNtal  and  labor  to  be  employed  at  home, 
in  the  production  of  an  article^  that  would  be  re- 
quired to  purchase  the  same  ot  foreign  manufac- 
ture. There  are  advantages  possessed  by  some 
countries  in  a  greater  degree  than  others;  so  much 
so,  that  it  wouTd  be  danfferous  to  come  in  compe- 
tition with  them,  and  folly  in  the  extreme  to  pro- 
secute a  policy,  where  would  be  seen  failure  in  the 
very  attempt,  and  total  annihilation  in  the  end. 

This  brings  me  to  consider  the  situation  of  our 
country  witn  regard  to  England  in  such  a  contest. 


where  she  would  occupy  entirely  the  '*  vantage 
ground."  I  take  it  to  be  a  correct  principle  for  the 
interest  of  a  nation,  to  augment  as  much  as  possi- 
sible  its  rude  products,  and  to  exchange  them  for 
foreign  commodities;  and  that  which  is  ffood  econ- 
omy among  private  families,  can  hardly  be  bad 
among  nations,  to  buy  of  others  what  we  cannot 
make  so  cheaply  ourselves.  For,  if  a  Grovemment 
can  increase  the  Quantity  of  its  annual  experts, 
whatever  is  gained  in  the  way  of  exchange  is  so 
much  added  to  the  capital  of  the  society,  and,  of 
course,  to  its  own  wealth;  and  it  is  not  correct  to 
say,  that,  whatever  is  purchased  abroad  when  it 
can  be  made  at  home,  is  one  man's  loss  and  ano- 
ther's gain ;  the  difference  of  price  in  bringing  the 
articles  to  market  forming  the  differenee  in  value» 
which  niay  relatively  be  m  favor  of  each. 

Such  is  the  very  purpose  for-  which  society  was 
established^  and  what  would  be  the  use  of  trade 
among  individuals,  were  they  to  manufacture  with- 
in th^oselves  all  tnat  their  wants  might  require? 
The  mechanic  of  one  description  finds  it  to  hisad- 
▼antajge  to  buy  of  that  of  another,  and  thus,  by  the 
combined  exertions  of  each,  society  becomes,  as  it 
were,  a  machine  to  carry  on  all  the  various  opera- 
tions of  labor,  too  great  for  the  power  of  any  one 
individual  to  accomplish;  and  if  nations  were 

governed  by  the  same  selfish  and  contracted  views, 
le  trade  and  commerce  of  the  world  would  soon 
be  at  an  end^  and  all  the  advantages  arising  from 
them  be  entirely  destroyed. 

But  it  is  as  essential  to  the  prosperity  of  a  nation 
to  encourage  foreign  trade,  as  it  b  for  individuals 
the  industry  of  each  other,  bv  a  proper  division  of 
labor.  Considering  the  rest  ot  the  world  as  a  man- 
ufacturing people,  it  is  more  important  to  us  that 
our  capital  should  be  employed  in  the  channel 
through  which  it  at  present  flows,  in  the  improve- 
ment of  agriculture,  than  that  of  any  other.  Nor 
do  I  conceive  the  argument  of  my  honorable  col- 
league, (Mr.  Tylbr,)  to  prove  that  we  stood,  in 
relation  to  the  rest  of  tae  world,  as  a  sranary, 
which  Egypt  once  was  to  Europe,  and  Sicily  to 
Italy,  at  all  shaken  by  that  employed  by  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Storrb,) 
to  show  that,  if  it  were  a  granary,  it  was  that  sort 
of  granary  which  permitted  all  our  grain  to  remain 
upon  our  hands.  For,  let  me  ask  the  honoraUe 
gentleman,  if  we  were  cut  off  from  the  extensive 
market  that  is  now  opened  for  the  reception  of  our 
Moduce,  and  confined  to  the  limits  of  the  United 
States,  would  we  not  be  more  properlya  granary 
in  the  sense  in  which  he  used  it?  England,  pos- 
sessing advantages  peculiar  to  herself  in  this  re- 
spect, where  her  pop«ilation  is  dense^  and  wages  of 
labor  are  comparatively  small,  find  it  to  her  mter- 
est  to  manufticture  for  tnegreater  part  of  the  world ; 
whereas,  on  the  other  hand,  we^  whose  population 
is  sparse,  and  price  of  labor  is  hi|fh,  find  that  great- 
er profits  are  derived  from  agriculture.  Such  is 
the  fair  and  honest  course  of  trade  that  should  ex- 
ist among  nations, 'that,  while  one  should  be  man- 
ufacturers, the  other  should  become  the  growers  of 
the  raw  material ;  and  thus,  the  competition  of  the 
whole  world  being  brought  to  a  particular  market 
for  the  rude  products  of  the  soil,  a  monopoly  to  a 
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certain  extent  is  obtained  in  the  one  case,  while 
it  is  diminished  in  the  other.  The  trade  which  is 
carried  on  in  this  way,  consists  in  an  exchange  of 
the  rude  for  the  manufactured  article,  and  the 
smaller  the  quantity  of  one  which  is  required  to 
purchase  a  greater  quantity  of  the  other,  will  be 
the  proportionate  value  of  the  two.  Whatever 
tends  to  diminish  the  value  of  the  former,  by  high 
duties  or  prohibitions,  opnerates  injuriously  m  two 
ways:  firstly,  by  enhancing  the  value  of  the  for- 
eign commodity,  the  price  of  the  surplus  produce 
of  the  land  is  diminished,  and  a  monopoly  is  given 
to  the  home  manufacturer  and  artificer,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  landed  interest,  by  diverting  a  portion 
of  its  capital  to  another  employment.  And  it  would 
be  an  absurdity  to  say^  tne  market  of  the  world 
is  open  to  you,  when  it  must  be  manifest,  unless 
you  export  something,  you  can  bring  nothing  in 
return. 

This^  then,  I  take  to  be  the  case,  said  Mr.  A., 
which  is  intended  to  be  produced  by  the  present 
measure ;  and,  let  me  ask  if  it  is  just,  if  it  is  de- 
sirable, that  the  most  valuable  branch  of  industry 
should  suffer,  or  be  made  to  contribute  to  the  pro- 
tection of  any  other,  than  in  the  natural  way  ? 
For  one,  I  am  prepared  to  say  that  it  is  not,  gen- 
erally speaking ;  and  as  agriculture  was  the  first 
among  the  Greeks  and  Romans  in  their  best  days, 
who  regarded  all  others  as  meniaL  from  being  un- 
favorable to  the  exercises  of  the  Gymnasium  and 
Campus  Martins,  so  should  it  be  the  last  to  be  for- 
saken by  us.  For,  if  such  be  not  the  effect  of  the 
system,  I  take  it  for  granted  the  expected  result 
will  not  take  place.  If  the  duty  be  not  so  high  as 
to  diminish  tne  revenue  of  the  country,  the  en- 
hanced value  of  the  foreign  will  only  give  an  equal 
advance  to  the  home  manufacture ;  and,  standing 
precisely  in  the  same  relation  to  each  other,  the 
superior  quality  of  the  former  will  give  it  a  pre- 
ference over  the  latter,  and  it  can  operate  only  as 
a  tax  upon  the  industry,  without  a  corresponding 
benefit.  I  take  the  fact  to  be.  said  Mr.  A.,  that 
the  manufacturing  interests  of  tnis  country  require 
a  greater  quantity  of  capital,  in  order  to  i  arry  on 
their  operations,  than  it  is  within  their  power  to 
command. 

It  then  follows,  that  all  the  capital  of  the  nation 
is  employed  in  the  most  natural  and  advantageous 
way  in  which  it  can  be  used.  The  deficiency  can 
be  supplied  in  only  one  of  two  ways — either  by 
diverting  a  portion  of  it  from  one  bninch  of  trade 
to  another,*  or  sufiering  all  the  sources  to  remain 
uninterrupted  and  free,  until  they  are  filled,  and 
then  the  surplus  will  turn  itself  to  that  employ- 
ment which  brings  in  the  next  greatest  revenue, 
and  will  afibrd  the  proper  encouragement  to  in- 
dustry. I  am  disposed  to  adopt  the  latter  expe- 
dient, because  it  is  not  forced,  and  no  unnatural 
convulsions  are  likely  to  arise  out  of  it  to  the  com- 
mercial world,  and  to  avoid  the  former  as  alto- 
gether in  favor  of  the  producer  and  against  the 
consumer.  And  I  must  confess',  that  I  do  not  un- 
derstand this  way. of  taxing  the  right  hand  to  sup- 
port the  left.  Let  nature  have  her  course,  and  she 
will  work  out  her  own  safety.  For,  I  lay  it  down 
as  an  incontrovertible  position,  said  Mr.  A.,  that 


the  general  industry  of  a  society  can  never  exceed 
the  capital  which  it  employs,  and  increases  in  pro- 
portion to  the  increase  of  its  capital.  Whenever 
this  takes  place,  it  immediately  seeks  and  finds  oat 
new  and  different  objects,  to  which  it  is  directed, 
and  adds  to  the  productive  labor  of  the  country. 

If  the  fixed  capital  of  the  existing  manufactures 
be  sufi&cient  to  sustain  them,  I  contend  that  they 
require  no  further  support,  as  they  possess  superior 
advantages  over  any  foreign,  and  much  greater 
than  can  be  expected  to  be  enioyed  by  new  ones 
coming  in  competition  with  them ;  and  if  it  be 
intended  to  raise  up  new  manufactures,  not  by  the 
creation  of  new,  but  by  the  diversion  of  old  capi- 
ital,  it  must  operate  as  a  tax  upon  the  consumption 
of  the  country,  amounting  to  a  prohibition  of  all 
foreign  productions. 

It  is  in  vain  for  the  friends  of  the  system  to  say 
that  such  is  not  their  design;  when  we  reason 
from  cause  to  effect,  and  view  the  interests,  pas- 
sions, and  prejudices,  that  lead  men  to  action,  we 
cannot  but  distrust  the  consequences,  and  look  to 
the  ultimatum  of  which  it  is  capaUe.  Suppose, 
for  a  moment,  that  it  should  succeed,  to  the  admi- 
ration of  its  advocates.  Can  it  be  expected  to 
bring  the  manufactures  of  our  country  ^ which 
of  all  other  trades  requires  the  most  extensive  cir- 
culation) in  competition  with  those  of  foreign 
Powers,  where  labor  is  cheap,  and  who  are  many 
centuries  before  us.  or  is  it  intended  to  confine  their 
circulation  to  the  nome  market  ?  If  the  former  be 
the  intent,  it  cannot  be  executed ;  and  the  latter 
must  equally  faU,  since,  for  all  valuable  purposes, 
the  agricultural  part  of  the  community  are  a  man- 
ufacturing class,  and  want  only  those  richer  and 
finer  fabrics,  which  it  is  impossible  for  us,  widiin 
any  short  time,  if  ever,  to  bring  to  any  sort  of  per- 
fection. And  then  will  the  American  tar,  the 
honest  defender  of  "  free  trade  and  sailors'  rights," 
become,  like  the  Chinese  boatman,  without  a  hovel 
to  breast  him  from  the  storms  of  the  ocean,  lying 
upon  his  oars,  in  the  bed  of  his  own  waters. 

But,  sir,  said  Mr.  A.,  there  is  a  point  of  view  in 
which  this  subject  excites  more  tlan  ordinary  con- 
cern ;  and  I  tell  you,  and  I  tell  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  (Mr.  Gross,)  there  is  a  state  of  de- 
pendency more  intolerable,  "  more  unprincipled," 
approacninf  very  nearly  to  that  colonial  bonda^^e 
which  our  fathers,  in  the  majesty  of  their  strength, 
resolved  to  put  off.  It  is  that  interest  which  will 
be  created  in  society  as  powerful  and  ungovern- 
able as  the  waves  of  the  sea,  whose  very  scowl, 
we  are  told,  like  the  rude  tenipest^  carries  terror  to 
the  heart,  and  holds  a  British  rarliament  in  duress. 
And  whenever  that  interest  shall  predominate,  the 
little  liberty  that  we  now  breathe  becomes  as  the 
taper  of  lite — "out.  out,  brief  candle !"  You  tax 
them ;  they  make  tne  people  pay  it. 

[Here  Mr.  A.  read  a  passage  from  1st  vol.,  p. 
182,  of  Smith's  Wealth  of  Nations,  to  show  its 
influence  on  Governments.] 

I  speak  not  of  those,  either  here  or  elsewhere^ 
who  advocate  the  system,  but  of  the  system  itself. 
I  will  pursue  the  subject  no  further ;  but,  it  is  my 
last  hope,  never  to  see  that  interest  reared  up,  a 
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the  expense  of  the  rest,  which  is  likely  to  rule  the 
destinies  of  my  country. 

Mr.  Archer,  of  Virginia,  said,  that  the  whole 
merits  of  the  bill  being  presented  by  the  motion 
under  consideration,  he  would  offer  nimself,  for  a 
siiort  period,  to  the  notice  of  the  Committee.  He 
had  no  design  of  abusing  the  patience  he  solicited, 
by  going  at  large  into  the  discussion  of  the  ques- 
tion, which  was  one  of  the  most  extensive  in  the 
science  of  political  economy.  His  purpose  was 
limited  to  the  narrow  object  of  a  briei  exposition 
of  some  of  the  more  considerable  of  those  views  of 
the  question,  and  topics  connected  with  it,  which 
appeared  to  him  to  be  the  best  entitled  to  claim 
aLtention,  or  the  most  calculated  to  attract  it. 

The  first  objection  to  the  bill  related  to  its  ap- 
parent inefficacy  in  reference  to  its  avowed  object. 
The  augmentation  of  the  duties  on  imports  which 
had  been  made  when  the  subject  had  been  last 
under  the  consideration  of  Congress,  in    18X6, 
amounted,  Mr.  A.  believed,  to  an  average  of  about 
twenty-five  per  cent.    The  additional  augmenta- 
tion contemplated  by  the  present  bill  would  amount, 
he  had  been  informed — -he  had  not  himself  made 
the  estimate — to  an  average  of  not  more  than  seven 
or  eight  per  cent.    Had  the  former  augmentation 
produced,  in  any  degree,  the  effect  whidi  was  now 
designed  of  protection  to  domestic  manufactures  ? 
No.     We  were  told  by  the  friends  of  the  protect- 
ing system  that  our  manufacturing  establishments 
have  gone  to  absolute  ruin,  under  the  protection 
which  had  been  heretofore  afforded  them.    If  this 
representation  were  correct,  could  the  increase  of 
duties  now  proposed  be  considered  sufficient  for 
the  retrieval  from  ruin,  and  efficient  protection  of, 
these  establishments  ?    If  it  could,  the  imposition 
which  it  created  must  be  refi;arded  as  unreasonably 
hi^h  and  oppressive,  in  relation  to  all  classes  of 
the  community  other  than  that  which  was  in- 
tended to  be  protected.    But  if  this  increase  could 
not  be  considered  adequate  to  the  effect  which  had 
been  stated,  then  the  imposition  was  nugatory  to 
its  alleged  object.    Take  it  either  way,  and  this 
imposition  would  either  be  excessive,  or  else  inad- 
equate.    In  either  character  it  was  eaually  inde- 
fensible.   Mr.  A.  was  aware  that  an  obiect  larf;er 
than  the  allied  object  of  the  bill,  had  been  im- 
u  ted  to  the  fmmers  and  supporters  of  it.    It  had. 
e  knew,  been  supposed,  that  their  design  extendeu 
to  the  inception  ot  a  system,  which  was  to  be  ren- 
dered gradually  progressive  to  positive  prohibition 
on  the  admission  of  forei^^n  manufactured  articles, 
or  to  a  rate  of  duties  so  high  as  to  be  tantamount 
to  prohibition  in  its  effects.    It  was  alleged,  in 
evidence  of  the  entertainment  and  possible  success 
of  such  a  design,  that  the  same  topics  of  argument 
derived  from  the  supposed  advantage  and  pro- 
priety of  the  protective  policy,  whicn  were  em- 
ployed in  recommendation  of  the  augmentation  of 
duties   now  proposed,  would    be  of  equal,  and 
greater,  efficacy  in  the  recommendation  of  further 
augmentations  which  might  hereafter  be  demand- 
ed  from  the  force  of  the  obvious  connected  consid- 
eration (which  would  not  fail  to  be  relied  on)  of 
the  necessity  of  these  further  impositions  to  pre- 
vent the  cost  and  effect  of  the  former  from  being 
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thrown  away.  Mr.  A.  was  himself  far  from  im- 
puting any  such  view  as  had  been  stated;  nor,  if 
such  a  system  of  policy  ever  should  be  proposed, 
could  he  have  any  fear  of  its  success,  founded,  as 
he  conceived  it  to  be,  in  an  obvious  principle  of 
injustice  and  inequality,  as  respected  its  operation 
on  the  different  interests  of  the  community,  and 
condemned,  as  it  unquestionably  was,  by  an  uni- 
form experience  of  fruits  of  mischief  and  suffering 
in  every  country  in  which  an  experiment  had  been 
made  of  it.  Without  connecting  the  bill  under 
consideration  with  any  odious  policy  of  this  sort, 
it  stood  sufficientlv  divested  of  title  to  support,  by 
reference  to  the  demerit  of  its  real  objects  and 
proper  operations. 

While  upon  this  topic,  the  objects  of  the  bill, 
frankness  required  Mr.  A.  to  state,  that  he  did  not 
consider  it  as  directed  to  the  attainment  of  any 
object  of  public  policy  at  all.  He  considered  it 
as  one  of  the  instances  of  that  practice  of  appeal 
to  public  authority  for  the  relief  of  private  distress, 
the  remarkable  prevalence  of  which  was  the  un- 
happy characteristic  of  the  period  in  which  we 
were  called  upon  to  deliberate.  A  general  depres- 
sion  and  distress  affected  all  classes  of  the  commu- 
nity, the  result,  as  was  conceived,  of  commercial 
over-action,  and  the  operation  of  that  system  of 
paper  currency,  of  which  some  species  of  necro- 
mancy must  have  dragged  us  into  the  adoption. 

The  manufacturing  class  was  supposed  to  par- 
take, in  a  peculiar  degree,  of  this  distress,  and  the 
present  bill  was  a  project  for  the  relief  of  their 
private  adversity,  through  the  medium  of  a  legis- 
lative intervention.  Mr.  A.  considered  himiielf 
justified  in  regarding  the  subiect  in  this  view, 
both  from  the  inadequacy  of  tne  bill  to  any  pur- 
pose of  public  policy,  (which  had  already  been 
adverted  to,)  and  the  nature  of  the  representations 
employed  in  its  support.  What  were  these  repre- 
sentations ?  Did  they  relate  to  any  inherent  dis- 
advantage, or  incapacity,  affecting  domestic  fab- 
rics, in  maintaining  competition  with  the  imported 
for  the  domestic  market?  Not  at  all.  Tne  de- 
pression affecting  domestic  manufacturing  estab- 
lishments^ which  was  made  the  foundation  of  the 
demand  for  relief,  was  referred  to  causes  acciden- 
tal entirely  in  their  access,  or  temporary  in  theii 
operation.  Excessive  importations  of  foreign  man- 
ufactored  articles,  the  unusual  reduction  of  their 
price,  and  of  that  of  the  labor  employed  in  pre- 
paring them;  the  undue  extension  of  domestic 
Dusiness,  disproportionate  investments  of  capital 
in  a  fixed  form,  (buildings,  machinery,  ^.,j  the 
effects  of  a  general  restoration  of  peace,  and  the 
operation  of  the  paper  system  on  markets  and  in- 
dustry: these  were  the  causes  assigned  as  the 
sources  of  manufacturing  distress,  and  the  grounds 
of  legislative  interposition  for  its  remedy.  But 
did  Uiese  grounds  disclose  anv  object  of  general 
permanent  policy,  requiring  tne  adoption  of  the 
measure  which  was  pressed  for  adoption  ?  Mr. 
A.  could  not  perceive  that  they  did.  He  consid- 
ered the  present  bill  as  belonging* to  the  same  class 
of  character  with  the  bankrupt  bill.  The  distinc- 
tion, indeed,  was  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  pres- 
ent Dill,  in  the  comparison.    A  baiikrupt  act  oper- 
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ated  only  a  particular  injustice.  The  sacrifice  of 
interest  which  it  involved  affected  only  a  peculiar 
class,  (the  creditors  of  bankrupts.)  It  might  be 
considered  too,  as  a  contingent,  and  was  not  a  con- 
tinuing sacrifice.  But  the  imposition  which  the 
present  bill,  if  it  passed,  would  create,  would  not 
only  be  a  general  burden  on  the  community,  for 
the  benefit  of  a  peculiar  class  of  it,  but  would  be  a 
certain,  and  was  designed  to  be  a  permanent,  im- 
position. 

The  impairment  of  manufacturing  capital,  fur- 
nished no  sufficient  reason  for  the  adoption  of  the 
bill.  The  preservation  of  manufacturing,  could 
not  be  more  important  than  of  commercial  capital. 
The  fund  which  supplied  consumption  could  not 
be  considered  of  greater  consequence  than  that 
which  afforded  the  means  of  disposal  for  produc- 
tion. No  person,  however,  would  think  of  a  mea- 
sure of  the  character  of  that  now  proposed  for  the 
relief  of  commercial  distress.  If  the  commercial 
capital  of  the  country  were  entirely  annihilated, 
DO  factitious  incitement  or  aid  to  the  operation  of 
capital,  in  this  direction,  would  be  tnought  of. 
And  why?  Because  occasions  for  the  employ- 
ment of  capital  were  known  always  to  attract 
capital,  or  create  it,  in  pretty  nearly  the  exact  pro- 
portion of  the  exigency  of  these  occasions.  An 
occasion  so  essential  as  the  disposal  of  the  produc- 
tions of  a  country  which  were  elsewhere  in  demand, 
could  not  fail  of  finding  means  for  its  discharge. 
Even  could  a  state  of  circumstances  be  imagined, 
in  which  there  was  no  subsisting  accumulation  of 
capital,  and  no  description  of  public  currency,  yet 
credit,  or  an  artificial  substitute  of  some  kind,  would 
be  found  to  supply  their  place,  in  ministering  to 
the  operations  of  commerce.  The  remark  was  not 
less  inevitably  true  in  relation  to  the  occasions  of 
a  country  for  manufactures.  No  fear  was  to  be 
entertained  of  any  serious  or  lasting  defect  of  the 
essential  facilities  for  their  supply.  The  capital 
for  this  purpme  might  not  indeed  oe  derived  from 
domestic  sources;  but  this  circumstance  did  not 
present  a  consideration  with  which  the  community 
were  in  any  material  degree  concerned.  It  was 
the  certainty,  not  the  source  of  supply,  which 
formed  the  principal  subject  of  their  interest,  and 
was  entitled  to  claim  the  chief  exercise  of  their 
solicitude. 

We  had  come  to  realize,  in  our  public  conduct, 
the  justice  of  an  expression  used  m  reference  to 
another  and  more  important  subject  of  human  in- 
terest. We  confessea  truth  with  our  lips,  but  in 
practice  we  denied  it.  There  was  scarce  any  per* 
son^  perhaps,  who  did  not  admit  the  abstract  prop- 
osition, that  capital,  in  the  pursuit  of  the  mooes  of 
employment  most  productive  of  profite  to  its  pro- 
prietors, fell,  unassisted,  into  those  which  were 
calculated  to  produce  the  most  beneficial  results  to 
the  community.  This  was  one  of  the  principles 
the  least  liable  to  controversy  or  qualification, 
which  were  presented  by  the  theory  of  a  just  polit- 
ical economy.  Yet,  it  was  in  the  direct  contra- 
Tention  and  overthrow  of  this  indisputable  princi- 
ple, that  the  foundations  of  the  policy,  which  was 
at  present  recommended  to  us.  were  laid. 

The  reason,  too,  which  explained  this  principle, 


it  was  material  to  understand,  both  on  account  of 
its  own  illustration,  and  the  importance  of  the  de- 
ductions to  which  it  led  in  the  discussion.  The 
reason  was  to  be  found  in  the  tendency  of  capital, 
uninfluenced  by  public  authority,  to  be  determined, 
as  respected  the  modes  of  its  employment,  by  de- 
mand, which  furnished  the  standard  at  the  same 
time  of  the  utility  of  its  employment  The  expen- 
diture of  capital  was  directed  by  obvious  consider- 
ations (relative  to  the  interest  of  its  proprietors)  to 
subjects  of  the  greatest  and  most  general  request; 
and  these  were  the  subjects  and  the  employments 
of  labor  and  capital  which  procured  them  the  em- 
ployments which  had,  in  a  general  view,  the 
strongest  presumptions  of  utility  in  their  favor. 
Demand  was  the  index  of  the  beneficial,  as  it  was 
of  the  unbiassed,  direction  of  capital. 

The  inference  from  this  proposition  was  of  sin- 
gular importance.  It  was,  that  no  direction  of 
capital,  relatively  useful,  could  require  adventitious 
encouragement.  Whv?  Because  this  character 
of  utility  was  the  infallible  source  of  adequate  de- 
mand for  the  productions  of  capital  employed  in 
this  direction,  and  adequate  demand  for  the  pro- 
ductions of  any  employment,  dispensed  from  the 
necessity  of  its  adventitious  encouragemenL  The 
converse  of  the  last  proposition  was  equally  true, 
that  no  employment, requiring  factitious  encourage- 
ment could  be  relatively  useful.  Why  t  Because 
this  occasion  for  encouragement  demonstrated  a 
defect  of  adequate  demand  for  its  productions; 
and  the  defect  of  adec^uate  demand  for  its  produc- 
tions was  evidence  of  its  want  of  relative  utility. 
The  force  of  these  conclusions,  in  their  application 
to  domestic  manufacturing  establishments,  was  in 
no  degree  obviated  by  the  suggestion,  that  the  exist- 
ence of  adequate  aeraand  for  their  productions 
was  prevented  by  the  interchange  of  foreign  com- 
petition ;  because  this  suggestion  only  proved  that, 
althoug[h  in  a  different  condition  of  circumstances, 
in  which  a  deficiency  in  'the  supply  of  foreign 
manufactured  articles  was  experienced,  the  estab- 
lishments in  question  would  he  useful ;  yet,  under 
existing  circumstances,  in  which  no  such  deficiency 
was  experienced,  they  could  assert  no  pretension 
to  this  character  of  utility. 

The  proposition  which  had  been  stated,  of  the 
voluntary  tendency  of  capital  in  a  course  of  un- 
biassed aistribution,  to  conform  to  the  order   of 
employment  which  public  utility  would  prescribe, 
was,  in  its  general  acceptation,  perhaps  the  most 
familiar  trash  in  the  science  of  political  economy. 
We  were  told,  in  every  book  of  elements  on  the  sub- 
ject, that  the  natural  and  most  advantageous  course 
of  the  distribution  of  capital  was,  in  a  progressive 
succession,  from  agriculture  to  internal  trade,  and 
thence  to  a  foreign  trade  of  exportation  ;  to  manu- 
factures, or  to  indirect  forei^  trade,  as  peculiar 
circumstances  might  determine.    Could  any  ade- 
quate reason  be  assigned  for  the  contravention, 
with  a  view  to  the  peculiar  encouragerafnt  of 
manufactures,  of  the  general  laws  of  the  distribu- 
tion of  capital  ?    The  ground  of  such  a  proceeding 
was  to  be  found,  not  in  sound  policy,  but  prepos- 
session. 

It  was  an  evident  proposition,  that  an  employ* 
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ment  which  required  factitious  encouragement 
must,  in  a  pecuniary  view,  be  a  losing  one.  If, 
therefore,  encouragement  was  due  to  domestic 
manufactures,  it  could  not  be  in  an  economical 
view,  but  from  their  supposed  subserviency  to  some 
collateral  object,  regarded  as  important — as  na- 
tional independence,  for  example.  The  question, 
in  this  aspect,  would  present  itself  for  examination 
in  a  succeeding  part  of  the  discussion. 

The  freedom  which  had  been  used,  in  speaking 
of  the  reasonings  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  author- 
ized Mr.  A.  in  indulging  the  frankness  of  saying, 
that  the  argument  employed  in  its  support  appeared 
to  him  to  be  founded  in  a  series  of  fallacies.  It 
was  irrelevant,  as  respected  several  of  the  princi- 
pal propositions  sought  to  be  established.  It  was 
miscoQceived,  as  respected  the  time  and  circum- 
stances to  which  it  was  applied.  It  was  erroneous, 
as  respected  the  topics  or  reasoning  it  employed. 
A  person  would  be  led  to  suppose,  from  the  course 
of  observation  adopted  on  the  other  side,  that  the 
question  related  to  the  importance  and  necessity 
of  adequate  supplies  of  manufactured  articles,  or 
to  the  abstract  advantage  attending  the  possession 
of  domestic  establishments  for  the  attamment  of 
these  supplies.  But  these  were  propositions  not 
liable  to  controversy.  The  question  related  not  to 
the  necessity  or  value  of  supplies  of  manufactured 
articles,  but  to  the  relative  advantages  of  different 
methods  of  procuring  them — to  the  choice  to  be 
exerted  between  obtaming  them  at  a  cheaper  rate 
from  foreign,  or  at  a  higher  price  from  domestic 
sources.  Neither  did  the  controversy  refer  to  any 
abstract  superiority  of  domestic  over  foreign  sources 
of  supply,  but  to  tne  mode  and  time  of  their  estab- 
lishment— to  the  choice  between  an  artificial  in- 
troduction of  domestic  establishments  at  an  earlier 
period,  attended  with  the  charge  of  a  burdensome 
system  of  protective  duties  for  their  support,  and  a 
natural  spontaneous  growth  of  these  establishments, 
at  a  more  advanced  period,  unattended  with  any 
system  of  regulation,  or  charge  for  their  encouraga- 
ment 

But  there  was  no  part  of  the  argument  employed 
in  recommendation  of  the  proposed  system,  which 
appeared  so  egnregiously  ezfrased  to  criticism,  as  that 
in  which  the  favorable  character  of  the  present  pe- 
riod for  its  introduction  was  asserted.  The  con- 
dition of  general  distress  which  characterized  the 
existing  period  was  admitted,  and  yet  it  was  con- 
ceived to  present  a  favorable  occasion  for  the  ex- 
periments of  a  policy  involving  an  addition  to 
the  ordinary  and  necessary  sources  of  expense,  by 
which  all  classes  of  the  community  would  be 
affected.  The  peculiar  characteristic  of  the  dis- 
tress complained  of,  related  to  the  depression  in 
the  price  of  whatever  there  was  to  sell.  One 
strong  circumstance  of  relief,  however,  had  been 
found,  in  the  corresponding  depression  in  the  price 
of  the  most  material  articles  we  had  to  buy.  In 
such  a  condition  of  things,  what  was  the  policy 
recommended  ?  An  operation,  by  which  the  only 
circumstance  of  relief  which  the  situation  of  the 
country  presented,  was  to  be  cut  off— by  vyhich 
the  prices  of  all  the  most  essential  articles  of  pur- 
chase would  be  enhanced,  whilst  those  of  our 


vendible  commodities  (to  state  the  case  in  the 
most  favorable  view)  were  to  remain  unaltered. 
Beneath  the  picture  of  a  policy  of  this  sort,  it  could 
not  be  necessary  to  write  the  name.  Mr.  A.  had 
been  describing  the  operation  of  the  bill,  as  tend- 
ing to  a  mere  purpose  of  private  relief.  But  this 
description  diu  not  express  the  full  character  of 
its  demerit.    It  was  a  bill  against  public  relief. 

The  principal  advantages  anticipated  from  the 
success  of  the  proposed  system  were  referable  to  two 
general  heads,  the  establishment  of  domestic  sources 
of  supply  of  manufactured  articles,  and  the  estab- 
lishment or  extension  of  a  domestic  market  for 
the  surplus  of  agricultural  productions.     The  first 
of  these  advantages  was,  in  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances of  our  situation,  rather  nominal  than  real; 
or,  in  the  most  favorable  statement  of  the  case, 
far  less  important  than  had  been  represented.   The 
point  in  which  the  public  were  interested  in  this 
respect,  related  principally  to  the  character,  not 
the  source,  of  the  supply  of  manufactured  articles. 
Their  interest  required  that  this  supply  should  be 
^ood,  cheap,  abundant,  regular.    But  the  supply 
from  domestic  would  not  be  of  better  quality  than 
from  foreign  sources.    It  would  not  be  of  cheaper, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  of  dearer  price,  by  the  amount 
of  the  difference  which  would  be  created  by  the 
proposed  increase  of  duties.    It  would  not  be  more 
abundant  or  regular.    In  both  these  respects  the 
supply  from  foreign  sources,  except  in  the  contin- 
gency of  a  disturbed  state  of  the  foreign  relations 
of  the  country,  could  be  the  subject  of  no  com- 
plaint.   The  only  real  advantage^  then,  attending 
the  possession  of  domestic  establishments  for  the 
supply  of  manufactured  articles,  related  to  periods 
of  war,  which  might  be  expected  very  rarely  to 
occur.    By  the  policy  recommended,  we  were  to 
be  subjected  to  a  constant,  permanent  monopoly- 
price  of  the  most  essential  articles  of  consumption, 
for  the  purpose  of  being  guarded  against  a  price 
somewhat  higher,  in  a  contingent,  remote,  unfre* 
quent  event.  A  considerable  enhancement  of  price 
was,  in  this  respect,  the  sum  of  the  evil  which 
could  be  involved  in  the  event  of  war ;  for  the 
supply  of  no  essential  article  was  liable,  in  such  a 
contingency,  to  be  absolutely  cut  off.    Nor  was 
the  evil  consequence  to  be  apprehended  from  war, 
liable  to  be  incurred  in  any  other  than  the  single 
instance  of  a  war  with  Great  Britain.    The  con- 
curring interests  of  the  supplying  countries,  and 
the  superiority  of  our  public  and  commercial  ma- 
rine, would  be  a  safeguard  against  the  material 
obstruction  of  supply,  from  the  effect  of  war  with 
any  other  Power.    The  feeling  of  resentment  pre- 
vailing agkinst  Great  Britain,  the  result  of  the  per- 
severing and  malignant  character  of  her  hostility, 
was  strong  and  general  in  this  country,  but  this 
feeling  was  not,  it  was  to  be  hoped,  of  a  nature  to 
be  susceptible  of  misdirection,  to  an  unrequited 
and  essential  sacrifice  of  public  interests.     The 
abundance  of  the  materials  of  manufacture,  and 
the  facility  of  conversion  to  a  manufactured  form, 
which  the  most  important  of  them  admitted,  would 
preclude,  even  in  a  war  with  Great  Britain,  injury 
from  the  obstruction  or  enhanced  price  of  supply, 
in  any  degree  commensurate  with  the  cost  oi 
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the  means,  which  were  recommended  as  security 
against  the  chances  of  it.  More  injury,  in  disturln 
ing  the  regularity  of  supply,  was  to  be  apprehended 
from  the  effect  of  the  proposed  policy,  m  impair- 
ing the  regularity  of  our  demand  for  that  supply. 

Arguments  were  rendered  palpable  by  example. 
There  were  few  articles  of  more  essential  necessity 
than  salt.  From  this  characteristic  of  it,  and  our 
habit  of  reliance  on  external  sources  for  supply, 
there  was,  perhaps,  no  article  liable^  in  a  higher 
degree,  to  enhancement  in  price  in  time  of  war. 
But  salt  was  susceptible  of  supply  from  domestic 
sources,  to  an  indehnite  amount.  Would  any  man 
be  found  to  recommend  the  protection  of  domestic 
establishments  for  the  preparation  of  salt,  by  such 
a  sy»>tem  of  duties  as  would  insure  their  operation 
in  time  of  peace  ?  Yet  the  supply  of  no  article 
was  more  important.  Why  should  the  policy  sur- 
rendered in  relation  to  this  article,'  be  proper  in  re- 
lation to  others  ?  If  the  material,  in  the  instance 
of  any  other  article,  were  of  indigenous  growth,  the 
same  reliance  might  be  had  on  tne  resource  of  do- 
mestic fabrication  in  time  of  war,  with  which  we 
were  content  in  case  of  salt.  Or,  if  the  material  were 
not  indigenous,  then  the  supply  of  it  would  not  be 
less  liable  to  obstruction,  in  a  season  of  war,  than 
that  of  the  wrought  article.  In  either  event,  the 
resort  to  high  protective  duties  for  the  encourage- 
ment or  preservation  of  the  domestic  manufacture, 
appeared  to  be  equally  unadvisable.  The  argu- 
ment derived  from  the  different  preparations  of 
machinery  or  skill,'  required  in  different  depart- 
ments of  manufacture,  was  not  of  sufficient  force 
to  obviate  or  impair  the  correctness  of  the  con- 
clusion. 

The  principal  reliance,  however,  of  the  argu- 
ment in  favor  of  the  protective  system,  rested  on 
its  tendency  to  the  formation  of  a  domestic  market 
for  agricultural  productions.  The  e^eat  and  en- 
larging amount  of  our  agricultural  labor  and  pro- 
ductions, might  be  expected  in  the  lapse  of  a  short 
period.  It  was  said,  to  render  these  productions 
redundant,  in  relation  to  their  present  markets, 
and  an  obvious  policy,  therefore,  required  the  im- 
mediate substitution,  through  the  medium  of  man- 
ufacturing establishments,  of  a  domestic  market ; 
which,  by  its  projjressive  extension,  might  have 
the  effect  of  obviating,  or  providing  a  remedy  for, 
such  a  condition  of  affairs.  The  answer  to  this 
representation  was  attended  with  no  difficulty.  It 
was,  that  the  remedy  sought  to  be  provided,  in  the 
mode  proposed,  would  be  found  available  without 
any  occasion  for  legislative  regulation,  by  the  ne- 
cessary ultimate  operation  of  the  very  circum- 
stances which  were  thought  to  call  for  this  regu- 
lation. 

The  population  of  the  country  being  progressive 
with  its  means  of  subsistence,  would  continue  to 
observe  the  proportion  which  it  now  did,  to  pro- 
duction. Production,  therefore,  could  be  expect- 
ed to  exhibit,  relatively  to  domestic  demand,  no 
greater  redundancy  than  it  did  at  present.  The 
redundancy  anticipated,  must  refer  to  foreign  de- 
mand entirely. 

But  the  labor  and  capital  which  it  would  be  the 
effect  of  this  supposed  redundant  state  of  agricul- 


tural productions  to  disengage  from  agricultural 
employment,  must  find  some  other  mode  of  occu- 
pation.   They  could  not  remain  unemployed ;  and 
m  what  direction  could  employment  he  found  for 
them  ?    Not  in  commerce^  for  the  capacity  of  com- 
merce to  furnish  occupation  to  labor  and  capital 
was  determinable  by  the  operation  of  foreign  de- 
mand for  their  productions,  and  this  demand,  un- 
der the  circumstances  supposed,  most  be  excluded. 
There  was  left  but  one  resort  for  the  employment 
of  this  disengaged  labor  and  capital,  and  tliat 
was  in  manufactures.    Not  only  without  aid  or 
direction,  but  by  an   impulse  which  could  not 
be  controlled,  they  must  flow  to  fulfil  this  des- 
tination.   The  manufactures  thus  established,  (it 
was  to  be  further  observed,)  from  the  coniiguity 
and   abundance  of  materials,  and  the  depressed 
price  of  these  materials,  wnich  the  hypothesis 
supposed,  must  of  necessity  be  enabled  to  main- 
tarn,  unassisted  by  positive  encouragement,  a  suc- 
cessful competition  with  fabrics  of  foreign  origin. 
Here,  then,  was  the  effect  desired,  realized,  inde- 
pendently of  any  occasion  for  regulation.   The 
object  proposed  was,  through  the  medium  of  a  com- 
plicated and  burdensome  system  of  duties,  to  pro- 
vide a  remedy  for  an  anticipated  contingency,  and 
this  contingency  was  found,  upon  inquiry,  to  in- 
troduce in  Its  occurrence,  the  ver\'  remedy  pro- 
posed, without  necessityr  for  any  dutv  whatever. 
This  effect  was  in  consistency  with  the  order  of 
nature,  in  which  evils,  whether  of  physical  or 
social  character,  resulting  from  her  unforced  op- 
erations, were  invariably  found  to  generate  their 
proper  remedies.    It  was  the  eternal  effort  of  poli- 
ticians to  supersede  this  salutary  order,  which 
formed  the  source  of  half  the  mischiefs  by  which 
mankind  were  afflicted. 

The  attempt  had  been  made  to  show,  that  the 
artificial  introduction  of  a  domestic  market,  through 
the  medium  of  manufactures,  was  superfluous,  as 
this  market  would,  at  the  proper  season,  be  intro- 
duced, without  exertion  or  expense,  by  a  spon- 
taneous operation.  But  suppose  the  contrary  to 
be  the  fact,  still  the  advantage  of  the  proposed 
policy  was,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  equivocal.  There 
was  no  accession  contemplated  as  the  result  of  this 
policy,  to  the  amount  of  capital  or  labor  The  ef- 
lect  contemplated  in  this  respect,  was  confined  to 
a  mere  change  of  destination,  as  related  to  a  por- 
tion of  this  amount.  Nor  was  the  diversion  ex- 
pected to  be  made  to  a  more  productive,  but  only 
(as  was  supposed,)  to  a  more  convenient,  employ- 
ment. This,  however,  was  the  slightest  form  of 
the  objection.  If  it  appertained  to  the  schemeof  our 
foreign  policy  to  prosecute  commercial  intercourse 
at  allwith  other  nations,  our  account  must  be  laid 
in  the  calculation  of  a  general  equality  in  the  re- 
spective amounts  of  our  foreign  sales  and  pur* 
>  chases. 

We  had  been  accustomed  to  hear  a  grw^  ^^ 
said  on  the  subject  of  the  importance  oithe  pres- 
ervation of  a  favorable,  or  at  least  of  a  just,  bw- 
ance  of  foreign  trade.    There  was  no  topic  con- 


nected with  the  knowledge  of  national  economy  sp 
little  perplexed  and  difficult  in  its  nature,  vnicn 
appeared  to  be  so  inadequately  understood  as  this* 
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of  the  degree  of  interference  which  was  required,  by 
good  policy,  to  be  exerted  in  adjusting  the  results  of 
foreign  commerce.  The  truth  was,  that  the  balance 
of  trade,  foreign  or  domestic,  not  only  required  no 
exertion  of  care  for  its  preservation,  but  was  not 
the  subject  of  possible  permanent  derangement. 
Any  temporary  inclination  which  might  be  occa- 
sionally communicated  to  this  balance,  was  liable 
to  immediate  and  inevitable  self-correction.    The 
continuance,  for  any  considerable  period,  of  an 
unequal  state  of  the  foreign  balance,  (\i  such  a 
condition  of  things  were  of  possible  contmuance,) 
would  operate  as  a  mischief,  instead  of  a  benefit, 
to  the  nation  in  whose  favor  it  prevailed,  inas- 
much as  the  ability  of  the  countries  against  whom 
the  balance  was  found,  to  discharge  the  debts 
created  by  their  purchases,  must,  in  such  circum- 
stances, become  exhausted. 

The  supposed  advantageous  balance  would  be 
speedily  ascertained  to  constitute  a  source  of  loss, 
and  would  inevitably  derive  its  corrections  not 
from  the  party  to  whose  injury  it  promised  to  re- 
dound, but  the  party  to  whom  it  had  been  ap- 
parently fraught  with  advantage  in  the  outset.    A 
general  unfavorable  balance  of  trade  could  have  a 
permanent  exbtence  against  no  other  country  than 
one  placed  in  the  condition  of  a  colony  ;  and  the 
reason  of  its  possible  existence  in  the  case  of  a  col- 
ony was,  that  in  this  situation,  the  gain  and  loss 
of  the  operation  were  equalized  and  invalidated 
hy  the  circumstance  of  their  falling  both  on  the 
same  party,  namely,  the  country  which  was  the 
proprietor  of  the  colony.    So  that  this  case  of  ex- 
ception (as  was  the  fact  universally  of  exceptions 
to  just  roles,)  tended  not  to  the  impeachment,  but 
confirmation  of  the  principle  relied  on.    Although, 
however,  the  preservation  of  an  enduring  favor- 
able balance  of  foreign  trade  was  neither  practi- 
cable nor  desirable,  there  was  nothing  more  easily 
practicable  than  the  reduction,  to  any  extent,  of  the 
amount  of  foreign  commerce,  or  its  total  annihila- 
tion, as  respected  particular  countries,  provided 
regulations  fraught  with  this  result  could  be  found 
susceptible  of  efiectual  execution.     The  first  of 
these  effects  it  was  the  tendency  of  the  proposed 
policy  to  produce,  nor  did  there  appear  any  cir- 
cumstance to  foroid  its  being  attended  witn  the 
last  of  them.     The  reduction  of  demand  for  for- 
eign fabrics,  -which  it  would  be  the  effect  of  the 
introduction  of  domestic  sources  of  supply  to  pro- 
duce, must  be  attended  with  a  correspondent  aim- 
Inution  in  the  foreign  demand  for  our  productions, 
from  the  operation  of  the  considerations  which 
had  been  adverted  to.    So  that,  whatever  might 
be  the  amount  of  the  advantage  expected  to  be  re- 
alized from  the  operation  of  the  contemplated  sys- 
tem, in  the  establishment  or  extension  oi  a  domes- 
tic market,  an  equal  amount  of  advantage  must 
be  estimated  to  be  lost  in  the  reduction  of  the  ex- 
tent of  foreign  markets  consequent  on  the  opera- 
tion of  the  system. 

Let  the  susceptibilities  of  development,  attrib- 
utable to  our  resources  of  production,  be  rated  at 
what  they  might,  the  foreign  market  could  not  be 
retained  in  the  same  extent  at  the  same  time  with 
the  proposed  establishment  or  extension  of  a  do- 


niestic  market,  because  the  essential  characteris- 
tic of  the  source  of  introduction  or  extension  of 
the  domestic  market,  was  its  effect  to  produce  a 
proportionate  impairment  of  the  demand  for  for- 
eign articles,  the  unreduced  operation  of  which 
demand  formed  the  condition  of  an  unreduced  ex- 
tension of  the  foreign  market.  The  sole  advan- 
tage would  consist  in  the  introduction  of  a  partial 
change  as  respected  its  location.  In  a  considera- 
tion of  acquisition,  the  relative  amounts  of  gain 
and  loss  would  be  balanced.  But  an  extension  of 
the  same  view  of  the  subject  would  materially 
varv  this  conclusion.  When  once  we  had  em- 
barKed  in  this  policy  of  drivinc^  the  countries  with 
which  we  enioyed  relations  of  commercial  inter- 
course, by  reduction  of  our  demand  for  their  ex- 
ports, to  a  system  of  dependence  on  other  sources 
than  ourselves,  for  the  supply  of  their  occasions  of 
importation,  what  was  the  security  that  it  would 
not  be  eventually  extended  beyond  the  amount 
rendered  necessary  by  our  withdrawal  of  demand, 
so  as  to  comprehend  the  whole  mass  of  their  occa- 
sions of  importation  ? 

A  resort,  in  particular,  to  the  cultivation  of  do- 
mestic resources  of  supplv.  was  almost  invariably 
found  to  present  irresistible  temptations  to  its  ex- 
tension. Kesentment,  produced  by  the  pursuit  of 
a  supposed  illiberal  policy  on  the  part  oi  a  former 
customer,  was  a  motive  of  obvious  occurrence  in 
co-operation  with  inducements  of  this  description. 
The  result,  then,  of  the  policy  recommended  to  us 
in  relation  to  the  introduction  of  a  domestic  mar- 
ket, through  the  medium  of  the  encouragement  of 
manufactures,  besides  involving  the  certainty  of  a 
loss  in  the  extent  of  the  foreign  market,  equivalent 
to  the  acquisition  of  domestic  market,  led  to  an  ex- 
posure to  the  loss  of  a  much  larger  proportion,  or 
the  whole,  of  the  foreign  market.  In  the  best  re- 
sult of  the  policy,  there  could  be  no  gain  in  the 
extent  of  market.  In  a  different  result,  a  great 
deal,  of  every  thing,  in  this  respect,  might  be  lost. 
A  course  of  policy  of  this  character  could  set  up 
no  pretensions  to  the  award  of  an  impartial  judg- 
ment in  its  favor. 

Let,  then,  a  fair  account  be  stated  of  the  relative 
amount  of  advantage  or  disadvantage  to  be  antici- 
pated from  the  proposed  system,  and  how  would 
the  balance  stand  ?  In  reference  to  the  supposed 
importance  of  the  introduction  of  domestic  sources 
of  supply  of  manufactured  articles,  the  whole  ad- 
vantage had  been  shown  to  be  contingent  on  a 
particular,  and  not  probable  or  frequent  event.  In 
reference  to  the  supposed  importance  of  the  intro- 
duction or  extension  of  a  domestic  market,  through 
the  medium  of  manufacturing  establishments,  the 
advantage  had  been  shown,  in  the  most  favorable 
view  of  it  to  be  equivocal. 

What  were  the  items  of  offset  to  be  stated  ?  A 
considerable  and  permanent  imposition  on  many 
of  the  articles  of  most  essential  consumption ^  in 
the  amount  of  the  proposed  increase  of  duUes; 
subduction  from  agricultural  production  to  the 
amount  of  the  accession  to  manufactures ;  deduc- 
tion from  the  foreign,  equivalent  to  the  acquisition 
of  domestic  market ;  exposure  to  the  hazard  of 
greater  and  indefinite  deduction  from  the  extent 
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of  the  same  market ;  and,  finally,  the  amount  of 
the  direct  or  other  taxation,  which  would  be  ren- 
dered necessary,  by  the  deficit  in  the  revenue, 
which  it  woulcl  be  the  efiect  (as  was  admitted^  of 
the  adoption  of  the  proposed  system  to  occasion. 
How  striking  was  the  disproportion  of  objection 
to  the  .system  which  this  statement  exhibited !  Nor 
did  this  statement  exhibit  the  whole  obiections. 

It  was  to  be  observed  further,  that  all  the  items 
of  charge  which  the  statement  presented,  were 
exclusive  charges  upon  the  a^^ricultural,  that  is  to 
say,  upon  the  predominating  mterest  of  the  com- 
munity. The  justice  of  the  position  would  not 
be  denied  in  relation  to  any  other  than  the  last  of 
these  charges — the  addition  which  would  be  re- 
quired to  taxation ;  nor  was  it  less  incontrovertible 
in  relation  to  this  one.  That  no  part  of  this  addi- 
tion could  be  derived  from  excise  on  the  manufac- 
tures designed  to  be  protected,  was  obvious,  from 
the  consideration  that  the  effect  of  such  an  impo- 
sition would  be  to  countervail,  in  the  proportion 
of  its  amount,  the  operation  or  the  protection.  A 
resort  to  it,  therefore,  contemporaneouslv  with  the 
retention  of  the  protecting  duties,  would  be  mani- 
festly an  exercise  of  preposterous  legislation. 
Taxes  of  excise  were  not  to  be  anticipated  either 
from  the  genius  of  our  legislation,  which  was  en- 
tirely averse  to  them,  nor,  if  resorted  to,  from  the 
mode  and  place  of  imposition,  which  the  same 
consideration  would  prescribe,  could  they  fall  else- 
where than  on  the  class  of  consumers  of  the  arti- 
cles which  were  made  the  subjects  of  them.  The 
taxation  in  question,  therefore,  would  be  found  in 
no  degree  to  affect  the  manufacturing  interests  of 
the  country,  but  would  operate  as  an  exclusive 
burden  on  its  other  interests,  for  the  benefit  of  this 
peculiar  one.  The  most  influential  recommenda- 
tion of  a  resort  to  protective  duties,  in  any  instance, 
had  been  invariably  found^  in  its  alleged  tendency, 
to  an  ultimate  reduction  in  the  price  of  the  arti- 
cles in  whose  favor  it  was  proposed.  No  indem- 
nification of  this  kind,  however,  could  be  antici- 
pated in  the  circumstances  now  under  considera- 
tion. Reduction  of  price  had  but  one  source — 
augmentation  in  the  proportion  of  the  supply  of 
its  subject  to  the  demand  for  it.  In  the  case  or  the 
articles  for  which  protection  was  proposed,  the 
total  amount  of  supply  could  experience  no  in- 
crease, but,  on  the  contrary,  must  sustain  diminu- 
tion, if  left  to  exclusive  dependence  and  domestic 
resources.  And  in  the  fall,  or  in  a  greater  propor- 
tion than  the  augmentation  from  domestic,  the 
supply  from  foreign  sources  must  be  reduced.  On 
this  part  of  the  subject,  there  was  the  argument  of 
a  fact  which  was  conclusive.  There  were  various 
articles  comprehended  in  one  subsisting  tariff  on 
which,  at  a  very  early  period  in  the  history  of  our 
Government,  duties  so  heavy  had  been  charged  as 
to  have  the  effect  of  prohibition  on  their  importa- 
tion, as  respected  any  purpose  of  a  general  supply. 
The  articles  alluded  to  were  those  which  consti- 
tuted the  first  class  in  the  distribution  of  the  former 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Mr.  Dallas,  in  his  report 
upon  the  subject  laid  before  Congress  in  the  year 
1816^  when  the  sul^isting  tariff  had  been  under 
consideration.    Had  these  articles  (manufactures 


of  which  the  principal  material  was  leather  or 
wood,  for  example,)  undergone  reduction  of  price 
at  any  time  posterior  to  the  imposition  of  the  ex- 
traordinary duties  for  their  protection?  On  the 
contrary,  had  they  not  maintained  the  dispropor- 
tionately high  price  which  they  derired  from  the 
imposition  of  those  duties,  in  a  state  continually 
progressive  with  their  operation?  These  were 
articles,  too,  in  relation  to  which  it  was  to  be  ob- 
served that  the  materials  were  neither  attended 
with  any  uncommon  diflSculty  in  the  procurement, 
nor  the  preparatory  acquisitions  of  skill,  or  imple- 
ments, required  for  their  manufacture,  of  any  con- 
sideraole  importance.  The  argument  of  a  fact 
like  this,  admitting  no  dispute,  had  no  occasion 
for  reinforcement,  and  left  no  room  for  the  con- 
tinuance of  controversy. 

There  was  a  peculiar  consideration  affecting 
the  condition  of  the  larger  portion  of  foreign  man- 
ufactures, which  rendered  the  error  of  attempting 
to  substitute  the  supply  of  them  from  domestic 
sources,  susceptible  of  being  placed  in  a  striking 
point  of  view.  This  consideration  related  to  the 
necessary  advantage  which  these  manufactures 
enjoyed  in  comparison  with  the  domestic,  as  re- 
spected the  important  characteristic  of  cheapness. 
The  principal  element  in  the  price  of  any  article 
was  derived  from  the  value  of  the  labor  employed 
in  producing  it.  The  principal  circumstance  de- 
termining the  value  of  labor,  was  the  valae  of  the 
subsistence  required  for  its  support.  The  last  value 
was  determined,  in  its  turn,  by  a  consideration  not 
merely  of  the  kind  and  style  of  subsistence  to 
which  the  classes  employed  in  labor  were  accus- 
tomed. 

But  in  these  respects  the  operation  of  artificial 
social  arrang^ements,  and  of  their  own  dispropor- 
tionate multiplication,  in  reference  to  the  regu- 
lar occasions  of  employment,  had  sunk  the  condi- 
tion of  the  laboring  classes,  in  the  countries  with 
which  we  enjoyed  the  largest  share  of  commercial 
intercourse,  to  a  very  low  point  of  depression. 
From  the  causes  stated,  and  perhaps  some  others, 
their  modes  of  subsistence,  as  respected  both  the 
quantity  and  description  of  its  supply,  had  become, 
to  the  last  degree,  penurious.    The  amount  of  their 
pecuniary  compensation  had  been  of  course  pro* 
portionately  affected.    A  laborer  in  those  coun- 
tries was  in  the  practice  of  receiving  scarcely  a 
greater  number  of  pence  than  one  engaj^  in  a 
similar  mode  of  occupation  in  ours  required  shil- 
lings, in  remuneration  of  his  labor.     The  neces- 
sary result  of  the  operation  of  these  circumstances 
had  been  the  depression  of  the  real  value,  as  well 
as  pecuniary  price,  of  the  productions  of  labor  in 
such  countries,  below  the  just  standard  of  the  value 
and  price  of  productions  of  the  same  denomination 
and  quality  m  our  country.    Here  was  a  peculiar- 
ity, creating  a  source  of  recommendation  of  for- 
eign manufactures,  of  which  sound  policy  would 
teach  us  rather  to  endeavor  to  avail  ourselves  of 
the  advantage,  than  obstinately  to  contend  against 
it.    A  further  source  of  similar  advantage  was 
found  in  the  peculiar  character  and  latitude  of  the 
commercial  regulations,  entirely  inconsisteot  with 
the  genius  of  our  institutions,  of  which  the  forms 
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of  government  and  polity  prevailing  in  other 
countries,  admitted  the  adoption  and  eDforcement ; 
regulations^  of  which  the  policy  was  to  keep  down 
the  price  of  the  raw  material  of  manufacture,  (like 
that  by  which  the  price  of  wool  was  reduced  fifty 
per  cent,  in  Great  Britain j)  or  of  which  the  desie;n 
was  to  force  an  extraordinary  production  of  the 
raw  material,  like  many  of  the  regulations  of 
France,  were  exemplifications  of  the  remark.  If 
the  question  related  to  the  propriety  of  availing 
ourselves  of  the  physical  advantages  of  other  coun- 
tries in  giving  direction  to  our  commercial  policy, 
instead  of  engaging  in  an  injurious  competition 
with  these  ad  vantages,  there  would  be  no  diversity 
of  opinion  as  to  the  course  to  be  pursued.  It  could 
not  be  made  a  question,  for  example,  whether  there 
would  be  policy  in  availing  ourselves  of,  or  in  con- 
tending with,  the  advantages  of  France  for  the 
growth  of  wines  and  olives  (supposing  that  our 
soil  and  climate  admitted  of  beinff  forced  to  the 
growth  of  such  products,)  or  of  the  West  Indies, 
for  the  supply  of  tropical  productions.  What 
greater  reason  could  there  be  for  refusing  to  avail 
ourselves  of  the  benefit  of  political  or  social  pecu- 
liarities, presented  by  the  circumstances  of  other 
countries,  or  for  insisting  on  contending  with 
them?  It  might  be  afi^rmed  without  difficultv  that 
no  adequate  reasons  for  such  a  policy  could  be 
assigned. 

The  £ast  India  trade  had  been  supposed  to  fur- 
nish conclusions  opposed  to  those  which  had  been 
stated.  But,  admitting  the  injurious  character  of 
this  trade,  it  was  indebted  for  this  character  to 
circumstances  of  peculiar  operation  in  no  degree 
affecting  the  general  results  of  the  reasoning  which 
bad  been  reaed  on.  The  India  trade  was  inju- 
rious, because,  from  not  taking  our  own  immedi- 
ate productions,  it  was  in  fact  an  indirect  trade, 
and  because  it  was  unusually  remote  in  its  returns, 
and  not  in  consequence  of  its  supposed  tendency 
to  deprive  us  of  specie,  or  because  it  was  a  losing 
trade,  from  creating  an  unfavorable  balance. 

The  situation  of  this  country,  as  respected  its 
commercial  relations,  was  peculiar,  and  extremely 
fa7orable.  Our  surplus  resources  of  agricultural 
productions  were  extraordinary,  and  we  enjoyed, 
in  a  large  admission  of  our  productions  into  foreisn 
ports,  tne  most  advantageous  facilities  for  the 
de^elopement  of  these  resources.  Were  we  pos- 
sessed of  any  indefeasible  security  for  the  preser- 
vation of  this  advantageous  situation  from  the 
peculiar  character  of  our  productions,  rendering 
them  the  subjects  of  indispensable  supply  to  foreign 
nations?  This  was  so  far  from  being  the  fact, 
that  there  was  perhaps  scarcely  one  of  our  products 
of  exportation  whicn  the  countries  we  were  ac- 
customed to  furnish  did  not  enjoy  capacities  of 
producing  for  themselves,  to  the  full  extent  of  their 
respective  occasions  of  consumption.  For  the  lib- 
eral opportunities  allowed  us  of  supplying  them, 
we  were  indebted  principally  to  a  circumstance 
foreign  altogether  to  any  peculiar  character,  or  in- 
dispensable occasion  for  tne  supply  of  our  produc- 
tions, namely,  habits  of  commercial  intercourse, 
generated  from  the  original  colonial  relation  of  all 
American  settlements  to  European  countries.    No 


eventual  disseverance  of  connexion  having  been 
apprehended,  the  industry  of  the  nations  of  Europe 
had  taken  its  directions  from  a  policy  of  precaution 
against  interference  with  the  proauctions  of  the 
colonies.  It  was  the  continuance  of  these  direc- 
tions of  industry  in  European  countries,  produced 
chiefly  by  the  characteristic  reluctance  ofindustry 
to  change,  as  respected  the  modes  of  its  employment, 
which  formed  the  tenure  by  which  we  held  our 
sinffular  advantages  in  the  commercial  intercourse 
with  Europe.  This  tenure  was  readily  liable  to 
rupture,  and  the  tendency  of  the  policy  at  present 
recommended  to  us  was  calculated  to  try  its 
strength.  And  what  was  the  character  of  the  con- 
sideration for  which  the  experiment  of  this  perilous 
policy  was  required  to  be  nazarded  ?  The  unat- 
tainable object  of  placing  ourselves  in  a  situation 
in  which  we  should  be  enabled  to  supply  our  pro- 
ducts to  foreign  nations,  without  proportionate 
purchases  of  their  productions  in  return.  Had  an 
instance  ever  occurred  in  which  advantages  so 
considerable  had  been  put  to  hazard  on  an  issue  so 
extravagant  ? 

There  was  a  single  consideration  which  merited 
to  be  regarded  as  conclusive  against  the  policy  of 
contributing  the  proposed  encouragement  to  man- 
ufactures, and  that  was  derived  irom  the  fact  of 
their  inability  to  maintain  themselves,  indepen- 
dently of  artificial  support,  in  the  neighborhood  of 
the  most  abundant  supply  of  their  most  essential 
materials.  If  they  required  further  advantage  in 
the  competition  with  foreign  fabrics,  than  was  sup- 
plied by  exemption  from  tne  multifarious  expenses 
incident  to  the  transport  of  the  material,  and  re- 
transport  of  the  wrought  article  between  Europe 
and  til  is  country,  the  inference  was  irresistitue 
against  the  claims  which  were  set  up,  in  their 
behalf,  to  extraordinary  encouragement. 

One  of  the  most  persuasive  topics  of  argument 
employed  in  support  of  the  system  of  encourage- 
ment, was  derived  from  the  alleged  efficacy  of  this 
policy,  in  forwarding  a  condition  of  independence 
of  otner  nations  as  respected  all  purposes  of  supply 
of  essential  commodity.  This  argument  (as  was 
the  case  of  many  others  of  influence  in  the  world) 
derived  its  efficacy  entirely  from  its  vagueness. 
It  had  already  been  shown,  that,  if  commercial 
intercourse  were  to  be  prosecuted  at  all  with  foreign 
nations,  it  could  not  oe  exempt  from  a  condition 
of  our  receiving  the  productions  of  their  soil  or 
industry  to  an  equal  amount  in  value  with  those 
with  which  wc  supplied  them.  Absolute  indepen- 
dence, therefore,  of  other  nations,  for  purposes 
either  of  the  vent  of  our  productions,  or  of  the  sup- 
ply of  our  wants,  was  an  object  unattainable,  except 
oy  the  annihilation  of  foreign  commerce.  There 
was  no  person,  however,  who  designed  a  sacrifice 
of  this  extent,  to  the  pnantom  which  had  been 
conjured  up  with  the  name  of  national  indepen- 
dence. The  peculiarities  of  physical  and  moral 
character  and  condition,  which  distinguished  dif- 
ferent countries  and  nations,  bound  them  in  an 
indissoluble  chain  of  commercial  intercourse^  af- 
fording, at  the  same  time,  value  to  their  various 
productions,  and  supply  to  their  reciprocal  wants, 
land  exercise  to  their  diversfied  capacities.    Any 


2031 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


2032 


H.  OP  R. 


Revision  of  the  Tariff. 


Afhil,  1820. 


considerable  and  designed  obstruction  of  this  in- 
tercourse would  involve  the  grossest  contravention 
of  reason.    Of  the  advantages  of  a  contrary  policy, 
the  United  States  presented  the  most  striking  ex- 
ample in  human  history.     It  was  to  the  singular 
freedom  of  circulation  which  had  been  permitted 
to  the  productions  of  their  industry  and  soil,  that 
their  unparalleled  prosperity  was  to  be  principally 
ascribed.    How  egregiously,  then, did  those  persons 
appear  to  be  misled  who  were  disposed  to  convert 
to  a  Chinese  stagnation  the  current  of  this  liberal 
and  beneficial  policy.    The  fact  was,  however, 
that  the  policy  in  question  was  endued  with  no 
tendency  of  the  character  of  that  imputed  to  it.   Its 
real  tendency  was  the  reverse.    An  extended  man- 
ufacturing system  led  directly  to  the  most  injurious 
condition  ot  commercial  dependence.    The  modes 
of  the  production  of  this  effect  were  several.    The 
most  oDvious  was,  the  influence  of  the  system  in 
the  abstraction  of  capital  and  labor  from  agricul- 
tural employment.    A  further  medium  of  the  same 
result  was  found  in  the  influence  of  an  extended 
manufacturing  population,  by  the  extraordinary 
demand  it  created  for  less  essential  articles  of  con- 
sumption, (meats,  &c.,)  to  occasion  an  undue  di- 
version of  land  from  the  production  of  corn,  the 
principal  element  of  subsistence,  as  well  as  many 
of  the  most  important  materials  of  manufactures. 
Capital,  labor,  and  land,  the  sources  of  supply, 
were  all  diverted,  in  undue  and  injurious  propor- 
tions, from  the  production  of  the  most  essential 
subjects  of  supply,  by  the  operation  of  an  extended 
system  of  manufacturing.     Such  a  system  was, 
tnerefore,  in  the  highest  degree,  unfavorable  to  a 
condition  of  national  independence,  as  respected 
occasions  of  importation.    It  was  no  less  so  as 
respected  those  of  exportation.    The  natural  ad- 
vance of  countries  engaged  in  supplying  others 
with  agricultural  productions,  by  the  correspondent 
growth  of  population  and  domestic  demand  for 
these  productions,  which  accompanied  that  advance, 
led  to  a  progressive  diminution  in  the  amount  of 
the  supply  for  external  purposes.    The  occasion 
and  demand  of  these  countries,  too,  for  foreign 
products,  must  undergo  reduction  in  proportion  as 
the  domestic  was  found  available,  and  came  to  be 
relied  on.    Both  the  supply,  then,  of  the  subsistence 
and  materials  of  industry,  from  such  countries  to 
the  manufacturing  countries  depending  on  them, 
and  their  consumption  of  the  manufactures  of  these 
last  countries,  must  be  liable  to  a  declension  per- 
petually progressive^  as  respected  their  amounts. 
The  operation  of  this  state  of  things  on  the  man- 
ufacturing countries  required  no  explanation.   Let 
the  occasional  influence  of  unfavorable  seasons  on 
political  vicissitudes,  in  affecting  the  regidarity  of 
commercial  supply  and  demand,  be  regarded,  in 
addition,  and  the  true  character  of  the  policy  under 
discussion,  in  the  relation  in  which  it  was  now 
examined,  would  be  presented  in  a  just  point  of 
view.    The  effects  of  this  policyr  were  not,  indeed, 
susceptible  of  complete  realization,  as  respected  a 
country  of  the  immense  and  almost  boundless  extent 
and  capacity  of  production  of  the  United  States. 
The  dev elopement  of  its  operation  would,  however, 
be  complete  as  respected  the  different  sections  of 


the  country,  considered  in  their  relations  to  each 
other.  The  sections  in  which  the  manufactaring 
system  should  come  to  prevail  extensively,  (the 
northern,  &c.,)  must  be  subjected  to  a  dependence, 
such  as  had  been  described,  on  the  quarter  which 
would  remain  exclusively  engaged  in  agriculture, 
(the  southern  section.)  If  the  parts  were  destined 
to  a  disseverance  of  their  present  political  confed- 
eracv,  the  disadvantage  ofsuch  a  state  of  things  as 
had  been  described,  to  the  northern  section,  would 
be  aggravated  beyond  its  effect  in  the  case  of  an 
ordinary  foreign  nation,  by  the  infloence  of  inevi- 
table political  jealousies,  and  the  fe^ings  generated 
by  the  rivalry  of  neighborhood.  If  the  confede- 
racy were  to  continue,  on  the  other  hand,  a  pre- 
dominating influence  would  be  acquired  to  the 
southern  section  in  the  General  Council  and  Ad- 
ministration. Such  an  inclination  of  the  balance 
of  influence  would,  (in  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Archer,) 
be  attended  with  tar  less  hazard,  of  an  abusive  or 
injurious  employment  of  the  power  it  would  con- 
vey, than  an  inclination  in  the  contrary  direction. 
Inclination  in  any  direction,  however,  produced 
by  artificial  means,  was  no  subject  for  approbation. 

But  the  objection  of  greatest  force  to  an  ex- 
tended manufacturing  system  related  to  the  char- 
acter of  the  population  it  had  a  tendency  to  form. 
What  kind  of  population  was  it?  A  population 
distorted  and  decrepid,  as  respects  both  oodily  and 
mental  endowments,  equally  marked  by  ioibeciiity 
and  abasement.  How  unlike  our  ancestors  achiev- 
ing the  Revolution,  or  meriting  the  splendid  eu- 
logy which  described  them  as  pursuing  the  objects 
01  commercial  enterprise,  with  equal  intrepidity, 
sagacity,  and  perseverance,  under  every  variety  of 
difficulty  and  climate,  beneath  the  equinoctial 
heats,  or  amid  the  tumbling  mountains  of  ice, 
under  the  frozen  serpent  or  the  pole!  In  large 
manufacturing  establishments,  the  worst  evils, 
physical  and  moral,  found  their  source  or  refuge. 
It  was  in  such  nurseries  that  pestilence  was  most 
accustomed  to  take  its  birth  and  collect  its  venom. 
It  was  in  these  armories  that  death  best  delighted 
to  forge  his  arrows,  and  made  the  first  and  most 
effectual  essay  of  their  virtue.  The  moral  evils 
derived  from  the  same  sources  were  of  a  character 
no  le^s  conspicuous.  It  was  not  less  true  of  moral 
than  it  was  of  material  subjects,  that,  when  col- 
lected and  kept  in  groups  and  masses,  they  were 
prone  to  undergo  a  fermentive  process,  and  to  as- 
sume a  putrefactive  condition.  Among  civilized 
nations,  accordingly,  the  heated  and  surcharged 
atmosphere  of  extensive  manufacturing  establish- 
ments was  found  to  present  the  situation  most  un- 
avorable  to  moral  nanity. 

It  was  in  a  political  view,  however,  that  the 
evil  of  an  extended  manufacturing  population  was 
the  most  striking.  This  portion  of  population  was 
not  to  be  excluded  from  political  rights.  And  what 
was  their  qualification  likely  to  prove  for  the  ex- 
ercise of  such  rights  ?  In  the  most  favorable  gene- 
ral estimate,  depending  for  the  means  of  occupa- 
tion and  subsistence  on  the  class  of  employers,  they 
were  to  be  regarded  as  liable  to  become  the  mere 
instruments  of  that  class,  in  the  discharge  of  politi- 
cal functions.    This  was  no  ordinary  evil.    But, 
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let  occasions  of  sev.cre  general  distress,  or  political 
excitement,  be  taken  into  view,  and  in  what  light 
was  this  population  then  to  be  regarded  ?  As  an 
element  of  civil  distemper,  distributed  through  the 
State,  liable,  with  the  slightest  incitement  from 
accident  or  mismanagement,  to  be  awakened  into 
paroxysm.  Nor  were  the  disorders  to  which  this 
description  of  population  was  prone  by  any  means 
the  most  injurious  of  the  evils  attendant  on  it.  A 
far  worse  characteristic  was  its  tendency,  through 
the  medium  of  this  liability  to  disorder,  to  give  oc- 
casion to  an  arbitrary  administration  of  Gcrvern- 
ment,  and.  finally,  to  injurious  modifications  of 
the  form  oi  it.  By  the  frequent  recurrence  of  civil 
disorders,  or  manifestation  of  disposition  to  them. 
Government  became  supplied  with  incitements 
and  opportunity  for  the  exercise  and  permanent 
assumption  of  dangerous  powers,  and  their  sub- 
jects with  inducements  for  submission  to  them, 
as  a  refuge  ag^ainst  more  intolerable  calamities. 
These  views  Tvere  neither  visionary  nor  question- 
able. They  derived  abundant  connrmation  from 
the  suggestions  both  of  reason  and  experience. 
Other  nations,  indeed,  had  not  always  had  it  in 
their  power  to  avoid  the  admission  of  a  manufac- 
turing policy  to  a  considerable  extent.  Th^re 
were  circumstances  distinguishing  the  physical  or 
political  condition  of  some  countries,  ana  a  stage 
in  the  progress  of  society,  of  which  an  extensive 
prevalence  of  the  manufacturing  system  was  to  be 
considered  the  natural  result  or  attendant.  The 
peculiarity  of  the  error  of  which  we  evinced  a  dis- 
position to  be  guilty,  would  consist  in  the  volun- 
tary, artificial,  and  premature  introduction  of  this 
system,which  other  nations  had  wanted,  and  we  our- 
selves misht  eventually  want,  the  power  to  escape 
from.  "With  those,  however,  who  entertained  a  dif- 
ferent opinion  as  respected  the  value  of  the  system, 
the  objection  to  premature  introduction  ought  to 
have  an  undiminished  weight,  as  this  mode  of  in- 
troduction could  not  fail  to  be  attended  with  an 
impairment,  both  of  its  stability  and  advantages. 

The  true  operation  of  this  manufacturing  policy 
was  so  clearly  evinced,  in  the  greater  liability  of 
the  manufacturing  classes  to  suffering  in  seasons 
of  distress,  that,  if  the  question  could  be  entirely 
disconnected  from  sympathy  for  subsisting  or  re- 
cent distress,  the  expectation  was  no  anlair  one, 
that  the  room  for  diversity  of  opinion  would  be 
materially  diminished.  In  relation  to  this  part  of 
the  subject,  however,  it  was  to  be  recollected,  that 
the  occasion  furnished  no  proper  scope  for  the  in- 
dulgence of  sympathy;  and,  in  a  juster  view  of 
the  question,  it  could  not  be  good  policy  to  main- 
tain, by  the  force  of  legislation,  a  system  which  it 
would  not  be  good  policy  to  originate. 

On  the  view  of  the  proposed  policy  which  re- 
lated to  its  probable  operation  on  tne  revenue, 
(which,  in  its  general  results,  was  perhaps  suffi- 
ciently obvious,)  Mr.  A.  would  only  make  the 
single  remark,  that  when  the  interests  of  revenue 
and  manufactures  were  both  admitted  to  be  suf- 
fering under  severe  depression,  the  policy  must,  to 
say  tne  least  of  it,  be  questionable,  which  proposed 
the  sacrifice  of  one,  and  that  not  the  least  impor- 
tant, of  these  interests,  for  the  promotion  of  the  other. 


Upon  the  whole,  Mr.  A.  regarded  the  bill  as  in- 
volving an  imposition  considerable  in  amount,  and 
which  was  neither  just  in  its  principle  nor  equal 
in  its  operation.  The  beneficial  results  antici- 
pated from  its  adoption  he  considered  as  illusory, 
and  conceived,  on  the  contrary,  that  its  operation 
would  be  found  fraught  with  no  ordinary  detri- 
ment to  the  most  essential  interests  of  the  com- 
munity. He  could  not  but  hope,  therefore,  that 
it  would  obtain  the  singular  testimony  to  its  merit 
which  the  chairman  ol  the  committee  (Mr.  Bald- 
win) had  spoken  of  as  the  most  conclusive  and 
unquestionable,  viz:  that  of  giving  dissatisfaction 
to  every  part  of  the  House.  This  praise  it  had 
already  earned,  as  respected  one  quarter  of  the 
House;  and  it  was  attended  by  the  hearty  good 
wishes  of  Mr.  A.  for  .similar  success  in  every  other 
quarter.  To  the  general  principle  of  this  meas- 
ure, he  could  not  express  his  objection  more  aptly 
than  in  the  reason  assigned  by  an  ancient  English 

f>atriot,  when  called  to  expiate  his  attachment  to 
iberty  on  the  scaflfold,  for  resistance  to  an  arbi- 
trary Government.  He  said  he  had  never  been 
able  to  discover  that  "  some  men  came  into  the 
world  with  saddles  on  their  backs,  and  others 
booted  and  spurred  to  ride  them."  Neither  could 
Mr.  A.  admit  that  parties  came  into  the  Federal 
Union  in  any  such  relative  conditions.  And  he 
would  take  occasion  to  warn  gentlemen  who 
thought,  by  means  of  the  present  or  any  other  in- 
justice, to  mount  upon  the  backs  of  the  Southern 
people,  that  they  would  find  their  seats  neither 
pleasant,  nor  so  entirely  secure  but  that  they  might 
chance  to  encounter  a  fall,  from  the  effects  of 
which  it  might  not  be  easy  to  recover. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  addressed  the  Chair  as 
follows : 

Mr.  Chairman,  whatever  may  be  the  value  of 
my  opinions  upon  the  interesting  subject  now  be- 
fore us,  they  have  not  been  hastily  formed.  It 
may  possibly  be  recollected  by  some  gentlemen 
that  I  expressed  them  when  the  existing  tariff  was 
adopted;  and  that  I  then  urged  that  the  period  of 
the  termination  of  a  war,  during  which  the  man- 
ufacturing industry  of  the  country  had  received  a 
powerful  spring,  was  precisely  that  period  when 
Government  was  alike  impelled,  by  duty  and  in- 
terest, to  protect  it  against  the  free  admission  of 
foreign  fabrics,  consequent  upon  a  state  of  peace. 
I  insisted,  on  that  occasion,  tnat  a  less  measure  of 
protection  would  prove  more  efficacious,  at  that 
time  than  one  of  greater  extent  at  a  future  day. 
My  wishes  prevailed  only  in  part;  and  we  are 
now  called  upon  to  decide  whether  we  will  cor- 
rect the  error  which,  I  think,  we  then  committed. 

In  considering  the  subject,  the  first  important 
inquiry  that  we  should  make  is,  whether  it  be  de- 
sirable that  such  a  portion  of  the  capital  and  labor 
of  the  country  should  be  employed,  m  the  business 
of  manufacturing,  as  would  furnish  a  supply  of  our 
necessary  wants?  Since  the  first  colonization  of 
America,  the  principal  direction  of  the  labor  and* 
capital  of  the  inhabitants  has  been  to  produce  raw 
materials  for  the  consumption  or  fabrication  of 
foreign  nations.  We  have  always  had,  in  great 
abundance,  the  means  of  subsistence,  hut  we  nave 
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derived  chiefly  from  other  countries  our  clothes 
and  the  instruments  of  defence.  Except  during 
those  interruptions  of  conmierce  arising  from  a 
state  of  war,  or  from  measures  adopted  Tor  vindi- 
cating our  commercial  rights,  we  have  experienced 
no  very  great  inconvenience  heretofore  trom  this 
mode  of  supply.  The  limited  amount  of  our  sur- 
plus produce,  resulting  from  the  smallness  of  our 
numbers,  and  the  long  and  arduous  convulsions  of 
Europe,  secured  us  good  markets  for  that  surplus 
in  her  ports  or  those  of  her  colonies.  But  those 
convulsions  have  now  ceased^  and  our  population 
has  reached  nearly  ten  millions.  A  new  epoch 
has  arisen,  and  it  becomes  us  to  deliberately  con- 
template our  own  actual  condition,  and  the  rela- 
tions which  are  likely  to  exist  between  us  and  the 
other  parts  of  the  world.  The  actual  state  of  our 
population,  and  the  ratio  of  its  progressive  increase 
when  compared  with  the  ratio  of  the  increase  of 
the  population  of  the  countries  which  have  hith- 
erto consumed  our  raw  producer  seem  to  me  alone 
to  demonstrate  the  necessity  of  diverting  some  por- 
tion of  our  industry  from  its  accustomed  employ- 
ment. We  duplicate  our  population  in  about  the 
term  of  twenty-five  years.  If  there  be  no  change 
in  the  mode  ot  exerting  our  industry,  we  shall  du- 
plicate, in  the  same  term,  the  amount  of  our  ex- 
portable produce.  Europe,  including  such  of  her 
colonies  as  we  have  free  access  to,  taken  alto- 
gether, does  not  duplicate  her  population  in  a 
shorter  term  probably  than  one  hundred  years. 
The  ratio  of  the  increase  of  her  capacity  oi  con- 
sumption, therefore,  is  to  that  of  our  capacity  of 
production  as  one  is  to  four.  And  it  is  manifest, 
from  this  simple  exhibition  of  the  powers  of  the 
consuming  countries,  compared  with  those  of  the 
supplying  country,  that  the  former  are  inadequate 
to  the  latter.  It  is  certainly  true,  that  a  portion  of 
the  mass  of  our  raw  produce,  which  we  transmit 
to  her,  revert  sto  ns  in  a  fabricated  form,  and  that 
this  return  augments  with  our  increasing  popula- 
tion. This  is,  however,  a  very  inconsiderable  ad- 
dition to  her  actual  ability  to  afford  a  market  for 
the  produce  of  our  industry. 

I  believe  that  we  are  already  beginning  to  ex- 
perience this  want  of  capacity  in  Europe  to  con- 
sume our  surplus  produce.  Take  the  great  arti- 
cles of  cotton,  tobacco^  and  breadstufls.  For  the 
latter  we  have  scarcely  any  foreign  demand.  And 
is  there  not  reason  to  believe  that  we  have  reached, 
if  we  have  not  passed,  the  maximum  of  the  for- 
eign demand  for  the  otner  two  articles?  Consid- 
erations connected  with  the  cheapness  of  cotton, 
as  a  raw  material,  and  the  facility  with  which  it 
can  be  fabricated,  will  probably  make  it  be  more 
and  more  used  as  a  substitute  for  other  materials. 
But  after  you  allow  to  the  demand  for  it  the  ut- 
most extension  of  which  it  is  susceptible,  it  is  yet 
limited — ^limited  by  the  number  of  persons  who 
use  it,  their  wants,  and  their  ability  to  supply  them. 
If  we  have  not  reached,  therefore,  the  maximum 
of  the  foreign  demand — as  I  believe  we  have — we 
must  soon  fully  satisfy  it.  With  respect  to  to- 
bacco, that  article  afforded  an  enjoyment  not  ne- 
cessary, as  food  and  clothes  are,  to  human  exist- 
ence, the  foreign  demand  for  it  is  still  more  preca- 


rious, and  I  apprehend  that  we  have  already  passed 
the  limits  of  it.  It  appears  to  me,  then,  that  if 
we  consult  our  interest  merely,  we  ought  to  en- 
courage home  manufactures.  But  there  were  other 
motives  recommending  it,  of  not  less  importance. 
The  wants  of  man  may  be  classed  under  three 
great  heads — food,  raiment,  and  defence.  They 
are  felt  alike  in  the  state  of  barbarity  and  in  that  of 
civilization.  He  must  be  defoided  against  the 
ferocious  beasts  of  prey  in  the  one  conditioo,  and 
against  the  ambition,  violence,  and  injustice,  inci- 
dent to  the  other.  If  he  seeks  to  obtain  a  supply 
of  those  wants,  without  giving  an  equivalent,  he 
is  a  beggar  or  a  robber ;  if,  by  promising  an  equiv- 
alent which  he  cannot  give,  he  is  fraudulent ;  and 
if  by  a  commerce,  in  which  there  is  perfect  free- 
dom on  his  side,  whilst  he  meets  with  nothing  but 
restrictions  on  the  other,  he  submits  to  an  unjust 
and  degrading  inequality.  What  is  true  of  indi- 
viduals is  equally  so  of  nations.  The  country, 
then,  which  relies  upon  foreign  nations  for  either 
of  those  great  essentials,  is  not  in  fact,  independent. 
Nor  is  it  any  compensation  for  our  dependence 
upon  other  nations,  that  they  also  are  dependent 
upon  us,  if  it  were  true.  Every  nation  should  anx- 
iously endeavor  to  establish  its  al^lute  independ- 
ence, and,  consequently,  to  feed  and  clothe  and 
defend  itself.  If  it  rely  upon  a  foreign  supply, 
that  may  be  cut  off  by  the  caprice  of  the  nation 
making  it,  by  war  with  it,  or  by  war  even  with 
other  nations.  But  it  is  not  true  that  any  other 
nations  depend  upon  us  in  a  degree  any  thing  like 
equal  to  that  of  our  dependence  upon  them,  for  the 
great  necessaries  to  which  I  have  referred.  Every 
other  nation  seeks  to  supply  itself  with  them  from 
its  own  resources ;  and  so  strong  is  the  desire  which 
they  feel  to  accomplish  this  purpose,  that  they  ex- 
clude the  cheaper  foreign  article  lor  the  dearer 
home  production.  Witness  the  English  policy  in 
regard  to  corn.  So  selfish,  in  this  respect,  is  the 
conduct  of  the  other  Powers,  that,  in  some  in- 
stances, they  even  prohibit  the  produce  of  the  in- 
dustry of  their  own  colonies,  when  it  comes  into 
competition  with  the  produce  of  the  parent  coun- 
try. All  other  countries  but  our  own  exclude,  by 
high  duties,  or  absolute  prohibitions,  whatever 
they  can.  respectively,  produce  within  themselves. 
The  trutn  is,  and  it  was  in  vain  to  disguise  it,  that 
we  are  a  sort  of  independent  colonies  of  England — 
politically  free,  commercially  slaves.  Gentlemen 
tell  us  the  advanta&^es  of  a  free  exchange  of  the 
produce  of  the  world.  But  they  tell  us  of  what 
never  has  existed,  does  not  exist,  and  perhaps 
never  will  exist.  They  invoke  us  to  give  perfect 
freedom  on  our  side,  whilst,  in  the  ports  of  every 
other  nation,  we  are  met  with  a  code  of  odious 
restrictions,  shutting  out  entirely  a  great  part  of 
our  produce^  and  letting  in  only  $o  much  as  they 
cannot  possibly  do  without.  I  will  hereaAer  exa- 
mine their  favorite  maxim,  of  leaving  things  to 
themselves,  more  particularly.  At  present  1  will 
only  say,  that  lam,  too,  a  friend  to  free  trade,  but  it 
must  be  free  tra  de  of  perfect  reciprocity.  If  the  gov- 
erning consideration  were  cheapness ;  if  national 
independence  were  to  weigh  nothing ;  if  honor 
nothmg ;  why  not  subsidize  foreign  Powers  to  de- 
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fend  us  ?     Why  not  hire  Swiss  or  Hessian  armies  | 
to  protect  us  ?    Why  not  get  our  arms  of  all  kinds, 
as  vre  do,  in  part,  the  blankets  and  clothing  of  our 
soldiers,  trom  abroad  ?    We  should  probably  con- 
sult economy  by  these  dangerous  expedients. 

But,  say  gentlemen,  there  are  to  the  manufac- 
turing system  some  inherent  objections  which 
should  induce  us  to  avoid  its  introduction  into  this 
country;  and  we  are  warned  by  the  example  of 
England,  by  her  pauperism,  by  the  vices  of  her 
population,  her  wars,  &c.  It  would  be  a  strange 
order  of  Proridence,  if  it  were  true,  that  he  should 
create  necessary  and  indispensable  wants,  and  yet 
should  render  us  unable  to  supply  them,  without 
the  degradation  or  contamination  of  our  species. 

Pauperism  is,  in  the  general,  the  effect  of  an 
overflowing  population.    Manufactures  may,  un- 
doubtedly, produce  a  redundant  population;  but 
so  may  commerce,  and  so  may  agriculture.    In 
this  respect  they  are  alike;  and.  from  whatever 
cause  the  disproportion  of  a  population  to  the  sub- 
sisting faculty  of  a  country  mav  proceed,  its  effect 
of  pauperism  is  the  same.    Many  parts  of  Asia 
would  exhibit,  perhaps,  as  afflicting  effects  of  an 
extreme  prosecution  of  the  agricultural  system,  as 
England  can  possibly  furnish  respecting  the  man- 
ufacturing.   It  was  not,  however,  fair  to  argue 
from  these  extreme  cases,  against  either  the  one 
system  or  the  other.    There  are  abuses  incident 
to  every  branch  of  industry,  to  every  profession. 
It  would  not  be  thought  very  just  or  wise  to  ar- 
raign the  honorable  professions  of  law  and  physic, 
because  the  one  proauces  the  pettifogger,  ana  the 
other  the  quack.    Even  in  England,  it  nad  been 
established  by  the  diligent  search  of  Colquhoun, 
from  the  most  authentic  evidence,  the  judicial  re- 
cords of  the  country,  that  the  instances  of  crime 
were  much  more  numerous  in  the  agricultural, 
than  in  the  manufacturing  districts;  thus  proving 
that  the  cause  of  wretchedness  and  vice,  in  that 
country,  was  to  be  sought  for,  not  in  this  or  that 
system,  so  much  as  in  the  fact  of  the  density  of 
its    population.    France  resembles  this  country 
more  tnan  England,  in  respect  to  the  employments 
of  her  population ;  and  we  do  not  find  that  there 
is  any  thing  in  the  condition  of  the  manufacturing 
portion  of  it  which  ought  to  dissuade  us  from  the 
mtroduction  of  it  into  our  own  country.    But  even 
France  ha^  not  that  great  security  against  the 
abuses  of  the  manufacturing  system,  against  the 
effects  of  too  great  a  density  of  population,  which 
we  possess  in  our  waste  lands.     Whilst  this  re- 
source exists  we  have  nothing  to  apprehend.    Do 
capitalists  give  too  low  wages ;  are  the  laborers 
too  crowd^,  and  in  danger  of  starving?    The 
unseated  lands  will  draw  off  the  redundancy,  and 
leave  the  others  better  provided  for.    If  an  unset- 
tled province,  such  as  Texas,  for  example,  could, 
by  some  convulsion  of  nature,  be  watted  along 
side  of,  and  attached  to,  the  island  of  Great  Britain, 
the  instantaneous  effect  would  be,  to  draw  off  the 
redundant  portion  of  its  population,  and  to  render 
more  comfortable  both  the  emigrants  and  those 
whom  they  would  leave  behind.    I  am  aware  that, 
whilst   the  public  domain  is  an  acknowledged 
security  against  the  abuses  of  the  manufacturing. 


or  any  other  system,  it  constitutes,  at  the  same 
time,  an  impediment,  in  the  opinion  of  some,  to 
the  success  of  manufacturing  industry,  by  its  ten- 
dency to  prevent  the  reduction  of  ine  ^vages  of 
labor.  Those  who  urge  this  objection  have  their 
eyes  too  much  fixed  on  the  ancient  system  of  man- 
ufacturing, when  manual  labor  was  the  principal 
instrument  which  it  employed.  During  the  last 
half  century,  since  the  inventions  of  Arkwright, 
and  the  Ions  train  of  improvements  which  fol- 
lowed, the  isLDor  of  machinery  is  principally  used. 
I  have  understood,  from  sources  of  information 
which  I  believe  to  be  accurate,  that  the  combined 
force  of  all  the  machinery  employed  by  Great 
Britain,  in  manufacturing,  is  equal  to  the  labor  of 
one  hundred  millions  of  able-bodied  men.  If  we 
suppose  the  aggregate  of  the  labor  of  all  the  indi- 
viduals which  she  employs  in  that  branch  of  in- 
dustry to  be  equal  to  tne  united  labor  of  two  mil- 
lions of  able-bodied  men,  (and  I  should  think  it 
does  not  exceed  it.)  machine  labor  will  stand  to 
manual  labor,  in  tne  proportion  of  one  hundred  to 
two.  There  cannot  be  a  doubt  that  we  have  skill 
and  enterprise  enough  to  command  the  requisite 
amount  of  machine  power. 

There  are,  too,  some  checks  to  emigration  from 
the  settled  parts  of  our  country  to  the  waste  lands 
of  the  West.  Distance  is  one,  and  it  is  every  day 
becoming  greater  and  greater.  There  exists,  also, 
a  natural  repugnance  (felt  less,  it  is  true,  in  the 
United  States  than  elsewhere,  but  felt  even  here) 
to  abandoning  the  place  of  our  nativity.  Women 
and  children,  who  could  not  migrate,  and  who 
would  be  comparatively  idle  if  manufactures  did 
not  exist,  may  be  prontably  employed  in  them. 
This  is  a  very  ^reat  benefit.  I  witnessed  the  ad- 
vantage resulting  from  the  employment  of  this 
description  of  our  population,  in  a  visit  which  I 
lately  made  to  the  Waltham  manufactory,  near 
Boston.  There  some  hundreds  of  girls  and  boys 
were  occupied  in  separate  apartments.  The  great- 
est order,  neatness,  and  apparent  comfort,  reigned 
throughout  the  whole  establishment.  The  daugh- 
ters of  respectable  farmers — in  one  /instance  I  re- 
member the  daughter  of  a  Senator  in  the  State 
Legislature — were  usefully  occupied.  They  would 
come  down  to  the  manufactory,  remain  perhaps 
some  months,  and  return,  with  their  earnings,  to 
assist  them  throughout  the  year.  But  one  in-' 
stance  had  occurred,  I  was  informed  by. the  intel- 
ligent manager,  of  doubtful  conduct  on  the  part 
of  any  of  the  females,  and  after  she  was  dis- 
missed, there  was  reason  to  believe  that  injustice 
had  been  done  her.  Suppose  that  establishment 
to  be  destroyed,  what  would  become  of  all  the 
persons  who  are  thus  engaged  so  beneficially  to 
themselves,  and  so  usefully  to  the  State?  Can  it 
be  doubted  that,  if  the  crowds  of  little  boys  and 
girls  who  infest  this  Capitol,  and  assail  us  every 
day,  at  its  very  doors,  as  we  come  in  and  go  out, 
begging  for  a  cent,  were  employed  in  some  manu- 
facturing establisnment,  it  would  be  better  for 
them  and  the  city?  Those  who  object  to  the 
manufacturing  system,  should  recollect,  that  con- 
stant occupation  is  the  best  security  for  innocence 
and  virtue,  and  that  idleness  is  the  parent  of  vice 
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and  crime.  They  should  contemplate  the  labor- 
ing poor  with  employment,  and  ask  themselves 
what  would  be  their  condition  without  it.  If  there 
are  instances  of  hard  taskmasters  among  the  man- 
ufacturers, so  there  are  in  agriculture.  The  cause 
is  to  be  sought  for,  not  in  the  nature  of  this  or 
that  system,  but  in  the  nature  of  man.  If  there 
are  particular  species  of  unhealthy  employment  in 
manufacturing,  so  there  are  in  agriculture  also. 
There  has  been  an  idle  attempt  to  ridicule  the 
manufacturing  system,  and  we  have  heard  the 
expressions  "spinning  jenny  tenure."  It  is  one 
of  the  noblest  inventions  of  human  skill.  It  has 
diffused  comforts  among  thousands  who  would 
have  never  enjoyed  them  but  for  it ;  and  unborn 
millions  will  bless  the  man  who  invented  it. 
Three  inventions  have  distinguished  the  last  half 
century,  each  of  which,  if  it  had  happened  at 
long  intervals  of  time  from  the  other,  would  have 
been  sufficient  to  constitute  an  epoch  in  the  pro- 
gress of  the  useful  arts.  The  nrst  was  that  of 
Arkwright ;  and  our  own  country  was  entitled  to 
the  merit  of  the  other  two.  The  world  is  indebted 
to  Whitney  for  the  one,  and  to  Fulton  for  the 
other.  Nothing  is  secure  against  the  shafts  of 
ridicule.  What  would  be  thought  of  a  man  who 
should  speak  of  a  cotton  gin  tenure,  or  a  steam- 
boat tenure?  In  one  respect  there  is  a  great  dif- 
ference in  favor  of  manufactures,  when  compared 
with  agriculture.  It  is  the  rapidity  with  which 
the  whole  manufacturing  community  avail  them- 
selves of  an  improvement.  It  is  instantly  com- 
municated and  put  in  operation.  There  is  an 
avidity  for  improvement  in  the  one  system,  an 
aversion  from  it  in  the  other.  The  habits  of  gen- 
eration after  generation  pass  down  the  long  tract 
of  time,  in  perpetual  succession,  without  the  slight- 
est change  in  agriculture.  The  ploughman  who 
fastens  his  plough  to  the  tails  of  his  cattle,  will 
not  own  that  there  is  any  other  mode  equal  to 
his.  An  agricultural  people  will  be  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  other  communities  who  have  made  the 
greatest  progress  in  husbandry,  without  advancing 
m  the  slightest  degree.  Many  parts  of  our  coun- 
try are  one  hundred  years  in  advance  of  Sweden 
in  the  cultivation  ana  improvement  of  the  soil. 

It  is  objected,  that  the  effect  of  the  encourage- 
ment of  home  manufactures,  by  the  proposed 
tariff,  will  be,  to  diminish  the  revenue  from  the 
customs.  The  amount  of  the  revenue  from  that 
source  will  depend  upon  the  amount  of  importa- 
tions, and  the  measure  of  these  will  be  the  value 
of  the  exports  from  this  country.  The  quantity 
of  the  exportable  produce  will  depend  upon  the 
foreign  demand ;  and  there  can  be  no  douot  that, 
under  any  distribution  of  the  labor  and  capital  of 
this  country,  from  the  greater  allurements  which 
agriculture  presents  than  any  other  species  of  in- 
dustry, there  will  be  always  a  quantity  of  its  pro- 
duce sufficient  to  satisfy  that  demand.  If  there 
be  a  diminution  in  the  abilitjr  of  foreign  nations 
to  consume  our  raw  produce,  in  the  proportion  of 
our  diminished  consumption  of  theirs,  under  the 
operation  of  this  system,  that  will  be  compensated 
by  the  substitution  of  a  home  to  a  foreign  mar- 
ket, in  the  same  proportion.    It  is  true,  that  we 


cannot  remain  in  the  relation  of  seller  only  to 
foreign  Powers,  for  any  length  of  time ;  but  if,  as 
I  have  no  doubt,  our  agriculture  will  continue  to 
supply,  as  far  as  it  can  profitably,  to  the  extent  of 
the  limit  of  the  foreign  demand,  we  shall  receive 
not  only  in  return  many  of  the  articles  on  which 
the  tariff  operates,  for  our  own  consumption,  but 
they  may  also  form  the  objects  of  trade  with 
South  America  and  other  Powers^  and  our  com- 
forts may  be  multiplied  by  the  importation  of 
other  articles.  Diminished  consumption,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  augmentation  of  duties,  does  not 
necessarily  imply  diminished  revenue.  The  in- 
crease of  the  duty  may  compensate  the  decrease 
in  the  consuniption,  and  give  you  as  large  a  reve- 
nue as  you  before  derived. 

Can  any  one  doubt  the  impolicy  of  Govern- 
ment resting  solely  upon  the  precarious  resource  of 
such  a  revenue  ?  It  is  constantly  fluctuating.  It 
tempts  us,  by  its  enormous  amoimt,  at  one  time, 
into  extravagant  expenditure;  and  we  are  then 
driven,  by  its  sudden  and  unexpected  depression, 
into  the  opposite  extreme.  We  are  seduced  by  its 
flattering  promises  into  expenses  which  we  might 
avoid ;  and  we  are  afterwards  constrained,  by  it^ 
treachery,  to  avoid  expenses  which  we  ought  to 
make.  It  is  a  system  under  which  there  is  a  sort 
of  perpetual  war  between  the  interest  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  the  interest  of  the  peofde.  Large 
importations  fill  the  coffers  of  Government,  and 
empty  the  pockets  of  the  people.  Small  importa- 
tions imply  prudence  on  the  part  of  the  people, 
and  leave  the  Treasury  empty.  In  war  the  reve- 
nue disappears ;  in  peace  it  is  unsteady.  On  such 
a  system  the  Government  will  not  be  able  much 
longer  exclusively  to  rely.  We  all  anticipate  that 
we  shall  have  shortly  to  resort  to  some  additional 
supply  of  revenue  within  ourselves.    I  was  op- 

r)scd  to  the  total  repeal  of  the  internal  revenue, 
would  have  preserved  certain  parts  of  it  at  least, 
to  be  ready  for  emergencies,  such  as  now  exists. 
And  I  am.  for  one,  ready  to  exclude  foreign  spir- 
its altogether,  and  substitute  to  the  revenue  levied 
on  them  a  tax  upon  the  spirits  made  within  the 
country.  No  other  nation  lets  in  so  much  of  for- 
eign spirits  as  we  do.  By  the  encouragement  of 
home  industry  you  will  lay  a  basis  of  internal 
taxation,  when  it  gets  strong,  that  will  be  steady 
and  uniform,  yielding  alike  in  peace  and  in  vrsii 
We  do  not  derive  our  ability  from  abroad  to  pay 
taxes.  That  depends  upon  our  wealth  and  our 
industry  :  and  it  is  the  same,  whatever  may  be  the 
form  01  levying  the  public  contributions. 

But  it  is  urged,  that  you  tax  other  interests  of 
the  State  to  sustain  manufacturers.  The  business 
of  manufacturing,  if  encouraged,  will  be  open  to 
all.  It  is  not  for  the  sake  of  the  particular  indi- 
viduals who  may  happen  to  be  engaged  in  it  that 
we  propose  to  foster  it,  but  it  is  for  the  general  in- 
terest. We  think  that  it  is  necessary  to  the  com- 
fort and  well  being  of  society,  that  fabrication^  as 
well  as  the  business  of  production  and  distribution, 
should  be  supported  and  taken  care  of.  ^ow^  if 
it  be  even  true  that  the  price  of  the  home  fabric 
will  be  somewhat  higher,  in  the  first  instance,  than 
the  rival  foreign  article,  that  consideration  ought 
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not  to  preveot  our  extending  reasonable  protection 
to  the  nome  fabric.  Present  temporary  inconve- 
aicQce  may  be  well  submitted  to,  for  the  sake  of 
future  permanent  benefit.  If  the  experience  of  all 
other  countries  be  not  utterly  fallacious;  if  the 
promises  of  the  manufacturing  system  be  not  ab- 
solutely illusory,  by  the  competition  which  will  be 
elicited  in  consequence  of  your  parental  care,  prices 
will  be  ultimately  brought  down  to  a  level  with 
the  foreiga  commodity.  Now,  in  a  scheme  of 
policy  which  is  devised  for  a  nation,  we  should 
not  limit  our  views  to  its  operation  during  a  single 
year,  or  for  even  a  short  term  of  years.  We  should 
look  at  its  operation  for  a  considerable  time,  and 
in  war  as  well  as  peace.  Can  there  be  a  doubt, 
thus  contemplating  it,  that  we  shall  be  compen- 
sated by  the  certainty  and  steadiness  of  the  supply, 
in  all  seasons,  and  the  ultimate  reduction  or  the 
price,  for  any  temporary  sacrifices  we  make? 
Take  the  example  of  salt,  which  the  ingenious 
gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Archer)  nas  ad- 
duced. He  says  during  the  war  the  price  of  that 
article  rose  to  ten  dollars  per  bushel,  and  he  asks 
if  you  would  lay  a  duty,  permanent  in  its  duration, 
of  three  dollars  per  bushel,  to  secure  a  supply  in 
war.  I  answer  no,  I  woula  not  lay  so  high  a  duty. 
That  which  is  now  proposed^  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  the  domestic  production,  is  only  five  cents 
per  bushel.  In  forty  years  the  duty  would  amount 
only  to  two  dollars.  If  the  recurrence  of  war  shall 
be  onJy  after  intervals  of  forty  years  peace,  (and 
we  may  expect  it  probably  oftener,)  and  if,  when 
it  does  come,  the  same  price  should  again  be  given, 
there  will  be  a  clear  saving  of  eight  dollsu^^  by 
promoting  the  domestic  fabrication.  All  society 
is  an  affair  of  mutual  concession.  If  we  expect  to 
derive  the  benefits  which  are  incident  to  it,  we 
must  sustain  our  reasonable  share  of  its  burdens. 
The  great  interests  which  it  is  intended  to  guard 
and  cherish,  must  be  supported  by  their  reciprocal 
action  and  reaction.  The  harmony  of  its  parts  is 
disturbed — ^the  discipline  which  is  necessary  to  its 
order  is  incomplete,  when  one  of  the  three  great 
and  essential  brancnes  of  its  industry  is  abandoned 
and  unprotected.  If  you  want  to  find  an  example 
of  order,  of  freedom  from  debt,  of  economy,  of  ex- 
penditure falline  short  of  ratner  than  exceeding 
income,  you  wiu  go  to  a  well  regulated  family  of 
a  farmer.  You  will  go  to  the  hoUse  of  such  a 
man  as  Isaac  Shelby.  You  will  not  find  him  re- 
sorting to  taverns,  engaged  in  broils,  prosecuting 
ao^y  law  suits.  You  will  behold  every  member 
of  his  family  clad  with  the  produce  of  their  own 
hands,  and  usefully  employea — the  spinning  wheel 
and  the  loom  in  motion  by  day-oreak.  With 
-what  pleasure  will  his  wife  carry  you  into  her  neat 
dairy,  lead  you  into  her  store-house,  and  point  to 
the  table  cloths,  the  sheets,  the  counterpanes,  which 
1  ie  on  this  shelf  for  her  daughter  Sally,  or  that  for 
Nancy,  all  prepared  in  advance,  by  her  provident 
care,  for  the  day  of  their  respective  marriages.  If 
you  want  to  see  an  opposite  example,  go  to  the 
nouse  of  a  man  who  makes  nothing  at  home,  whose 
family  resorts  to  the  store  for  every  thing.  You 
xs'iW  find  him,  perhaps,  in  the  tavern  or  the  store 
sLt  the  cross  roads.    He  is  engaged,  with  the  rum 


grog  on  the  table,  taking  depositions  to  make  out 
some  case  of  usury  or  fraud ;  or  perhaps  he  is  fur- 
nishing to  his  lawyer  the  materials  to  prepare  a 
long  bill  of  injunction  in  some  intricate  case.  The 
sheriff  is  hovering  about  his  farm  to  serve  some 
new  writ.  On  court  days  (he  never  misses  at- 
tending them)  you  will  find  him  eagerly  collecting 
his  witnesses  to  defend  himself  against  the  mer- 
chants' and  doctors'  bills.  Go  to  his  house,  and. 
after  the  short  and  giddy  period  that  his  wife  and 
daughters  have  flirted  about  the  country  in  their 
calico  and  muslin  gowns,  what  a  scene  of  discom- 
fort and  distress  is  presented  you  there !  What 
the  individual  family  of  Isaac  Shelby  is,  I  wish  to 
see  the  nation  in  the  aggregate.  But  I  fear  we 
shall  shortly  have  to  contemplate  its  resemblance 
in  the  opposite  picture.  If  statesmen  would  care- 
fully observe  the  conduct  of  private  individuals  in 
the  management  of  their  own  affairs,  they  would 
have  much  surer  guides,  in  promoting  the  interest 
of  the  State,  than  the  visionary  speculations  of 
theoretical  writers. 

The  manufacturing  system  is  not  only  injurious 
to  agriculture,  but,  say  its  opponents,  it  is  injurious 
also  to  foreign  commerce.  We  ought  not  to  con- 
ceal from  ourselves  our  present  actual  position,  in 
relation  to  the  other  Powers.  During  the  long 
war  which  has  so  much  convulsed  Europe,  and 
which  will  probably  be  succeeded  by  a  long  peace, 
we  transacted  the  commercial  business  of  other 
nations,  and  largely  shared,  with  England,  the 
carrying  trade  of  the  world.  Now,  every  other 
nation  is  anxiously  endeavoring^  to  transact  its 
own  business,  to  rebuild  its  marine,  and  to  foster 
its  navigation.  The  consequence  of  the  former 
state  of  things  was,  that  our  mercantile  marine 
and  our  commercial  emplovment  were  enormously 
disproportionate  to  the  excnangeable  domestic  pro- 
duce of  our  country.  And  the  result  of  the  latter 
will  be,  that,  as  the  exchanges  between  this  coun- 
try and  other  nations  will  hereafter  consist  princi- 
pally, on  our  part,  of  our  domestic  produce,  that  ma- 
rine and  that  employment  will  be  brought  down  to 
what  is  necessary  to  effect  those  exchanges.  I  regret 
exceedingly  this  reduction.  I  wish  that  the  mer- 
cantile cuLss  could  enjoy  the  same  extensive  com- 
merce that  thev  did  formerly.  But,  if  they  cannot, 
it  would  be  a  folly  to  repine  at  what  is  irrecover- 
ably lost,  and  we  should  rather  seek  to  adapt  our- 
selves to  the  new  circumstances  in  which  we 
find  ourselves.  If,  as  I  think,  we  have  reached  the 
maximum  of  the  foreign  demand  for  our  three 
great  staples,  cotton,  to&aicco,  and  flour,  no  man 
will  contend  that  we  should  so  on  to  produce  more 
and  more,  to  be  sent  to  the  glutted  foreign  market 
and  consumed  by  devouring  expenses,  merely  to 
give  employment  to  our  tonnage  and  our  foreign 
commerce.  It  would  be  extremely  unwise  to  ac- 
commodate our  industry  to  produce,  not  what  was 
wanted  abroad,  but  cargoes  for  our  unemployed 
ships.  I  would  give  to  our  foreign  trade  every 
legitimate  encouragement,  and  extend  it  wherever 
it  can  be  extended  profitably.  Hitherto  it  had 
been  stimulated  too  highly,  by  the  condition  of  the 
world,  and  our  own  policy  acting  on  that  condi- 
tion.   And  we  are  reluctant  to  believe  that  we 
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must  submit  to  its  necessary^  abridgment.  The 
habits  of  trade ;  the  tempting  instances  of  enor- 
mous fortunes  which  had  been  made  by  the  suc- 
cessful prosecution  of  it,  were  such  that  we  turn 
with  regret  from  the  pursuit  of  it ;  we  still  cherish 
a  lingering  hope;  we  persuade  ourselves  that 
something  will  occur,  how  or  what  it  may  be  we 
know  not,  to  revive  its  former  activity ;  and  we 
would  push  into  every  untried  channel,  grope 
through  the  Dardanelles  into  the  Black  Sea,  to 
restore  its  former  profits.  I  repeat  it,  let  us  pro- 
claim to  the  people  of  the  United  States  the  in- 
contestable truth,  that  our  foreign  trade  must  be 
circumscribed  by  the  altered  state  of  the  world ; 
and,  leaving  it  in  possession  of  all  the  gains  which 
it  can  now  possibly  make,  let  us  present  motives 
to  the  capital  and  labor  of  our  country  to  employ 
themselves  in  fabrication  at  home.  There  was 
no  danger  that,  by  a  withdrawal  of  that  portion 
which  IS  unprofitably  employed  on  other  objects, 
and  an  application  of  it  to  fabricatjon,  our  agri- 
culture would  be  too  much  cramped.  The  pro- 
duce of  it  would  always  come  up  to  the  foreign 
demand.  Such  were  the  superior  allurements  1^ 
longing  to  the  cultivation  or  the  soil  to  all  other 
branches  of  industry,  that  it  would  always  be  pre- 
ferred when  it  can  be  probtably  followed.  The 
foreign  demand  would,  in  anv  conceivable  state  of 
things,  limit  the  amount  of  tne  exportable  produce 
of  agriculture.  The  amount  of  our  ezportations 
would  form  the  measure  of  our  importations,  and, 
whatever  these  may  be,  they  will  constitute  the 
basis  of  the  revenue  derivable  from  customs. 

The  manufacturing  system  is  favorable  to  the 
maintenance  of  peace.  Foreign  commerce  is  the 
great  source  of  foreign  wars.  The  eagerness  with 
which  we  contend  for  every  branch  of  it ;  the  temp- 
tations which  it  offers,  operating  alike  upon  us  and 
on  foreign  competitors,  produce  constant  collisions. 
No  country  on  earth,  by  the  extent  of  its  superficies, 
the  richness  of  its  soil  the  variety  of  its  climate,  con- 
tains within  its  own  limits  more  abundant  facili- 
ties for  supplying  all  our  rational  wants  than  ours 
does.  It  is  not  necessary  or  desirable,  however,  to 
cut  off  all  intercourse  with  foreign  Powers.  But, 
after  securing  a  supply,  within  ourselves,  of  all  the 
great  essentials  of  life,  there  will  be  ample  scope 
still  left  for  preserving  such  an  intercourse.  If  we 
had  no  intercourse  with  foreign  States,  if  we 
adopted  the  policy  of  China,  we  should  nave  no 
external  wars.  And  in  proportion  as  we  diminish 
our  dependence  upon  them,  shall  we  lessen  the 
danger  of  the  recurrence  of  war.  Our  late  war 
would  not  have  existed  if  the  councils  of  the  man- 
ufacturers in  England  had  been  listened  to.  They 
finally  did  prevail,  in  their  steady  and  persevering 
effort  to  produce  a  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council ; 
but  it  was  too  late  to  prevent  the  war.  Those 
who  attribute  to  the  manufacturing  system  the 
burdens  and  misfortunes  of  that  country,  commit 
a  great  error.  These  were  probably  a  joint  result 
of  the  operation  of  the  whole  of  her  systems,  and 
a  larger  share  of  it  was  to  be  ascribed  to  her  foreign 
commerce,  and  to  the  ambition  of  her  rulers,  than 
to  any  other  cause.  The  war  of  our  Revolution, 
in  wnich  that  ambition  displayed  its  monstrous 


arrogance  and  pretensions,  laid  the  broad  founda- 
tion of  that  enormous  debt  under  which  she  now 
groans. 

The  tendency  of  reasonable  encouragement  to 
our  home  industry  is  favorable  to  the  preservation 
and  strength  of  our  Confederacy.    Now  oar  con- 
nexion is  merely  political.    For  the  sale  of  the 
surplus  of  the  produce  of  our  agricaltural  labor,  all 
eyes  are  constantly  upon  the  markets  of  Liverpool. 
There  is  scarcely  any  of  that  beneficial  intercourse, 
the  best  basis  of  political  connexion, which  consists 
of  the  exchange  of  the  produce  of  oar  labor.    On 
our  maritime  frontier  there  had  beea  too  much 
stimulus,  an  unnatural  activity;  in  the  great  inte- 
rior of  the  country,  there  exists  a  perfect  paralysis. 
Encourage  fabrication  at  home,  and  there  would 
instantly  arise  animation  and  a  healthful  circula- 
tion throughout  all  the  parts  of  the  RepoUic.   The 
cheapness,  and  fertility,  and  quality,  of  our  waste 
lands,  offer  such  powerful  inducements  to  culti- 
vation, that  our  countrymen  are  consttodjr  engag- 
ing in  it.    I  would  not  check  this  disposition  by 
hard  terms  in  the  sale  of  it.    Let  it  be  easily  ac- 
cessible to  all  who  wish  to  acquire  it   But  1  would 
countervail  this  predilection  by  presenting  to  cap- 
ital and  labor  motives  for  employment  in  other 
branches  of  industry.    Nothing  is  more  uncertaia 
than  the  pursuit  of  agriculture,  when  we  mainly 
rely  upon  foreign  markets  for  the  sale  of  its  surplus 
produce.    In  the  first  place,  it  is  impossible  to  de- 
termine, a  priori,  the  amount  of  this  surplus ;  and, 
in  the  second,  it  is  equally  impossible  to  anticipau 
the  extent  of  the  foreign  demand.    Both  the  one 
and  the  other  depend  upon  the  seasons.   From 
the  fluctuations  incident  to  these,  and  from  other 
causes,  it  may  happen  that  the  supplying  couDtry 
will,  for  a  long  series  of  years,  have  employed  a 
larger  share  of  its  capital  and  labor  than  is  wi5e, 
in  production  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  consum- 
ing countries,  without  becoming  sensible  of  its  d^ 
feet  of  policy.    The  failure  of  a  crop,  or  the  failure 
of  a  market,  does  not  discourage  the  eoltirator. 
He  renews  his  labors  another  year,  and  he  renews 
his  hopes.    It  is  otherwise  witn  manufacturing  in- 
dustry.   The  precise  quantum  of  its  produce,  at 
least,  can  with  some  accuracy  be  previously  esti- 
mated.   And  the  wants  of  foreign  countries  can 
be  with  some  probability  anticipated. 

I  am  sensible,  Mr.  Chairman,  if  I  have  even 
had  a  success,  which  I  dare  not  presume,  in  the 
endeavor  I  hare  been  making  to  show  that  sound 
policy  requires  a  diversion  of  so  Buch  of  the 
capital  and  labor  of  this  country  from  other  em- 
ployments as  may  be  necessary,  b?  a  different  ap- 
plication of  them,  to  secure,  witnin  oorsdrcs.* 
steady  and  adequate  supply  of  the  ereat  necesan^*, 
of  life,  I  shall  hare  only  established  one-hiif  ^ 
what  it  '\fi  incumbent  upon  me  to  prove,  ft  will 
be  still  required,  by  the  other  side,  that  a  second 
proposition  be  supported,  and  that  is,  that  Govern- 
ment ought  to  present  motives  for  a  diversion  aa<i 
new  application  of  labor  and  capital,  by  that  spe- 
cies of^  protection  which  the  tariff  holds  out.  wen- 
tlemen  say,  we  ap-ee  with  you ;  you  are  r^"^  *°, 
your  first  proposition,  but  "  let  things  alone,  and 
all  will  come  right  in  the  end.    Now,  1  ap*  ^^"^ 
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them  that  things  would  ultimately  get  right;  bat 
Dot  aatil  after  a  long  period  of  disorder  and  dis- 
tress, terminating  in  the  impoverishment,  and  per- 
haps ruin  of  the  country.  Dissolye  Government, 
reduce  it  to  its  primitive  elements,  and,  without 
any  general  effort  to  reconstruct  it,  there  would 
arise,  out  of  the  anarchy  which  would  ensue,  par- 
tial combinations  for  the  purpose  of  individual  pro- 
tection, which  would  finally  lead  to  a  social  form, 
competent  to  the  conservation  of  peace  within,  ana 
the  repulsion  of  force  from  without.  Yet  no  one 
would  say,  in  such  a  state  of  anarchy,  let  things 
alone !  If  gentlemen^  by  their  favorite  maxim, 
mean  only  that,  withm  the  bosom  of  the  State. 
things  are  to  be  left  alone,  and  each  individual 
and  each  branch  of  industry,  allowed  to  pursue 
their  respective  interests,  witnout  giving  a  prefer- 
ence to  either,  I  subscribe  to  it.  But  if  they  give 
it  a  more  comprehensive  import ;  if  they  require 
that  things  are  to  be  left  alone,  in  respect  not  only 
to  interior  action,  but  as  to  exterior  action  also; 
not  only  as  regards  the  operation  of  our  own  Gov- 
ernment upon  the  mass  of  the  interests  of  the  State, 
but  as  it  relates  to  the  operation  of  foreign  Govern- 
ments likewise  operating  upon  that  mass,  I  dissent 
from  it. 

The  maxim  in  this  enlarged  sense  is  indeed 
everywhere  proclaimed,  but  nowhere  practised. 
It  is  truth  in  the  books  of  European  political  econ- 
omists. It  is  error  in  the  practical  code  of  every 
European  State.  It  is  not  applied  where  it  is  most 
applicable ;  it  is  attempted  to  be  introduced  here, 
where  it  is  least  applicable ;  and  even  here  its 
friends  propose  to  limit  it  to  the  single  branch  of 
manufacturing  industry,  whilst  every  other  inter- 
est is  encouraged  and  protected,  according  to  the 
policy  of  Kurope.  The  maxim  would  best  suit 
Europe,  where  each  interest  is  adjusted  and  ar- 
ranged to  every  other,  by  causes  operating  during 
many  centuries.  Every  thing  there  has  taken  and 
preserved  its  ancient  position.  The  house  that  was 
built  centuries  ago  is  occupied  by  the  descendants 
of  its  original  constructor.  If  one  could  rise  up, 
after  the  uipse  of  ages,  and  enter  a  European  shop, 
he  would  see  the  same  hammer  at  work  on  the 
same  anvil  or  last,  and  almost  by  the  same  hand. 
There  every  thing  has  found  its  place  and  its  level, 
and  every  thing,  one  would  think,  might  there  be 
safely  let  alone.  But  the  policy  of  the  American 
States  b'otherwise.  Here  every  thing  is  new  and 
unfixed.  Neither  the  State  nor  the  individuals 
who  compose  it  have  yet  settled  down  in  their  firm 
and  permanent  positions.  There  is  a  constant 
tendency,  in  consequence  of  the  extent  of  our  pub- 
lic domain,  towards  production  for  foreign  mar- 
kets. The  maxim,  in  the  compurehensive  sense  in 
which  I  am  considerin£[  it,  requires,  to  entitle  it  to 
observation,  two  conditions — neither  of  which  ex- 
ists—first, that  there  would  be  perpetual  peace; 
and,  secondly,  that  the  maxim  should  be  every- 
where respected.  When  war  breaks  out,  that  free 
and  general  circulation  of  the  produce  of  industry 
among  the  nations  which  it  recommends  is  inter- 
rupted, and  the  nation  that  depends  upon  a  foreign 
supply  of  its  necessaries  must  be  subjected  to  the 
greatest  inconvenience.    If  it  be  not  everywhere 


observed,  there  will  be,  between  the  nations  that 
do  not  and  the  nation  that  does  conform  to  it,  an 
inequality  alike  condemned  by  honor  and  by  inter- 
est. If  tnere  be  no  reciprocity — if  on  the  one  side 
there  is  perfect  freedom  of  trade^  and  on  the  other 
a  code  of  odious  restrictions — wdl  gentlemen  still 
contend  that  we  are  to  submit  to  such  an  unprof- 
itable and  degrading  intercourse  ?  Will  they  re- 
quire that  we  shall  act  upon  the  social  system, 
whilst  every  other  Power  acts  upon  the  selfish  7 
Will  they  demand  of  us  to  throw  widely  open  our 
ports  to  every  nation,  whilst  all  other  nations  en- 
tirely or  partly  occlude  theirs  against  our  produc- 
tions? It  is  indeed  possible  that  some  pecuniary 
advantage  might  be  enjoyed  by  our  country  in 
prosecuting  the  remnant  of  traue  which  the  con- 
tracted poficy  of  other  Powers  leaves  to  us.  But 
what  security  is  there  for  our  continuing  to  enjoy 
even  that?  And  is  national  honor,  is  national 
independence,  to  count  for  nothing  ?  I  will  not 
enter  into  a  detail  of  the  restrictions  with  which 
we  are  everywhere  presented  in  foreign  countries. 
I  will  content  myself  with  asserting  that  they  take 
nothing  from  us  which  they  can  produce  them- 
sdves,  even  upon  worse  terms  than  we  could  sup- 
ply them.  Take  a^ain  as  an  example  the  Engli^ 
com  laws.  America  presents  the  image  of  a  fine 
generous-hearted  youn^  fellow,  who  has  just  come 
to  the  possession  of  a  nch  estate— an  estate  which, 
however,  requires  careful  management.  He  makes 
nothing ;  he  buys  every  thing.  He  is  surrounded 
by  a  pared  of  Jews,  each  holding  out  his  hand 
with  a  packet  of  buttons  or  pins,  or  some  other 
commodity,  for  sale.  If  he  asx  these  Jews  to  buy 
any  thing  which  his  State  produces,  they  tell  him 
no ;  it  is  not  for  our  interest ;  it  is  not  for  yours. 
Take  this  new  book,  says  pne  of  them,  on  political 
economy,  and  you  will  there  perceive  it  is  for  your 
interest  to  buy  from  us,  and  to  let  things  alone  in 
your  own  country.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
to  whom  I  have  already  referred,  has  surrendered 
the  whole  argument  in  the  example  of  the  East 
India  trade.  He  thinks  that,  because  India  takes 
nothing  but  specie  from  us ;  because  there  b  not  a 
reciprocal  exchan^  between  us  and  India,  of  our 
respMBCtive  productions ;  that  the  trade  ouffnt  to  be 
discontinued.  Now,  I  do  not  agree  with  him  that 
it  ought  to  be  abandoned,  though  I  would  put  it 
under  considerable  restrictions^  when  it  comes  in 
competition  with  the  fabrics  ot  our  own  country. 
If  the  want  of  entire  reciprocity  be  a  sufficient 
ground  for  the  total  abandonment  of  a  particular 
branch  of  trade,  the  same  principle  requires  that, 
where  there  are  some  restrictions  on  the  one  side, 
they  should  be  countervailed  by  equal  restrictions 
on  the  other. 

But  this  maxim,  according  to  which  gentlemen 
would  have  us  abandon  the  nome  industry  of  the 
country  to  the  influence  of  the  restrictive  system 
of  other  countries,  without  an  effort  to  protect  and 
preserve  it,  is  not  itself  observed  by  the  same  gen- 
tlemen, in  regard  to  the  great  interests  of  the  na- 
tion. We  protect  our  fisheries  by  bounties  and 
drawbacks.  We  protect  our  tonnage,  by  exclud- 
ing or  restricting  foreign  tonnage,  exactly  as  our 
tonnage  is  excluded  or  restricted  by  foreign  States. 
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We  passed,  a  year  or  two  a^jo,  the  bill  to  prohibit 
British  navigation  from  the  West  India  colonies  of 
that  Power  to  the  United  States,  because  ours  is 
shut  out  from  them.  The  session  prior  to  the  pas- 
sage of  that  law,  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina and  h  almost  alone,  urged  the  House  to  pass 
it.  But  the  subject  was  postponed  until  the  next 
session,  when  it  was  passed  by  nearly  an  unani- 
mous vote ;  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
and  the  two  gentlemen  from  Virginia,  (Messrs. 
Barbour  and  Tvleh,)  voting  with  the  majority. 
We  have  now  upon  our  table  other  bills  connected 
with  that  object,  and  proposing  restrictions  upon 
the  French  tonnage,  to  countervail  theirs  upon 
ours.  I  shall,  with  pleasure^  vote  for  these  meas- 
ures. We  protect  our  foreign  trade,  by  consuls, 
by  foreis;n  Minsters,  by  embargoes,  by  non-inter- 
course, by  a  navy,  by  fortifications,  bv  squadrons 
constantly  acting  abroad,  by  war,  and  by  a  variety 
of  commercial  regulations  in  our  statute  books. 
The  whole  system  of  the  General  Government, 
from  its  first  formation  to  the  present  time,  con- 
sists almost  exclusively  in  one  unremitting  en- 
deavor to  nourish,  and  protect,  and  defend  the  for- 
eign trade.  Why  have  not  ail  these  neat  interests 
been  left  to  the  operation  of  the  sentfemen's  favor- 
ite maxim?  Sir,  it  Ls  perfecUy  right  that  we 
should  have  afforded  this  protection.  And  it  is 
perfectly  right,  in  my  humble  opinion,  that  we 
should  extend  the  principle  of  it  to  home  industry. 
I  am  a  friend  to  foreign  trade,  but  I  protest  against 
its  being  the  monopolist  of  all  the  favor  and  care 
of  this  Grovernment. 

But,  sir,  friendly  as  I  am  to  the  existence  of  do- 
mestic manufactures,  I  would  not  give  to  them 
unreasonable  encouragement  by  protecting  duties. 
Their  growth  ought  to  be  gradual,  but  sure.  I  be- 
lieve all  the  circumstances  of  the  present  period 
highly  favorable  to  their  success.  But  they  are  the 
youngest  and  the  weakest  interest  of  the  State. 
Agriculture  wants  but  little  or  no  protection  against 
the  regulations  of  foreign  Powers.  T  he  ad  vantages 
of  our  position^  and  the  cheapness,  and  abundance, 
and  fertility  of  our  land,  afibrd  to  that  greatest  in- 
terest of  the  State  almost  all  the  protection  it  wants. 
As  it  should  be^  it  is  strong  and  flourishing;  or.  if 
it  be  not,  at  this  moment,  prosperous,  it  is  not  oe- 
cause  its  produce  is  not  ample,  but  because,  de- 
pending as  we  do  altogether  upon  a  foreign  mar- 
ket for  the  sale  of  the  surplus  of  that  produce,  the 
foreign  market  is  glutted.  Our  foreign  trade  Lav- 
ing almost  exclusively  engrossed  the  protecting 
care  of  Government,  wants  no  further  legi^ative 
aid.  And  whatever  depression  it  may  now  expe- 
rience, is  attributable  to  causes  beyona  the  control 
of  this  Government.  The  abundance  of  capital,  in- 
dicated by  the  avidity  with  which  loans  are  sought, 
at  the  reduced  rate  of  five  per  cent ;  the  reduction 
in  the  wages  of  labor ;  and  the  decline  in  the  price 
of  property  of  every  kind,  as  well  as  that  of  agri- 
cultural produce,  all  concur  favorably  for  domestic 
manufactures.  Now,  as  when  we  arranged  the 
existing  tariff,  is  the  auspicious  moment  for  Gov- 
ernment to  step  in  and  cheer  and  countenance 
them.  We  did  too  little  then,  and  I  endeavored 
to  warn  this  House  of  the  effects  of  inadequate 


protection.  We  were  called  upon,  at  that  time, 
by  the  previous  pledges  which  we  had  given,  by 
the  inundation  of  foreign  fabrics  which  was  to  be 
anticipated  from  their  uee  admission  after  the  ter- 
mination of  the  war,  and  by  the  lasting  interests  of 
this  country;  to  give  them  efficient  support.  We 
did  not  do  it;  let  us  not  now  repeat  the  error.  Our 
great  mistake  has  been  in  the  irregularity  of  the  ac- 
tion of  the  measuures  of  this  Government  upon 
manufacturinfi^  industry.  At  one  period  it  is  stim- 
ulated too  high,  and  then,  by  an  opposite  course  of 
policy,  it  is  precipitated  into  a  condition  of  de- 
pression too  low.  First,  there  came  the  embargo ; 
non-intercourse  and  other  restrictive  measures  fol- 
lowed, and  then,  that  greatest  of  all  stimulus  to  do- 
mestic fabrication,  war.  During  all  that  long  time, 
we  were  adding  to  the  positive  effect  of  the  meas- 
ures of  Government,  all  the  moral  encouragement 
which  results  from  popular  resolves,  legislative  re- 
solves, and  other  manifestations  of  the  public  will, 
and  the  public  wish  to  foster  our  home  manufac- 
turers, and  to  render  our  Confederacy  independent 
of  foreign  Powers.  The  peace  ensued,  and  the 
country  was  flooded  with  the  fabrics  of  other  coun- 
tries ;  and  we^  forgetting  all  our  promises,  coolly 
and  philosophically  talk  of  leaving  tilings  to  them- 
selves; maxing  up  for  our  deficiency  of  practical 
good  sense,  by  the  stores  of  learning  whicn  we  col- 
lect from  theoretical  writers.  I,  too,  sometimes 
amuse  myself  with  the  visions  of  these  writers,  (as 
I  do  with  those  of  metaphysicians  and  novelists,) 
and,  if  I  do  not  forget,  one  of  the  best  among  them 
enjoins  it  upon  a  country  to  protect  its  industry 
against  the  iniurious  influence  operating  upon 
it  of  the  prohiEitions  and  restrictions  of  foreign 
countries. 

Monuments  of  the  sad  effects,  upon  our  manu- 
factures, of  the  fluctuating  policy  of  the  councils 
of  the  Union  in  regard  to  them,  abound  in  all 
parts  of  the  country.    Villages,  and  parts  of  Til- 
lages, which  sprung  up  but  yesterday  in  the  West- 
ern country,  under  .the  excitement  to  which  I  bare 
referred,  are  perishing  and  abandoned.    la  New 
England,  in  passing  along  the  highway,  one  fre- 
quently sees  large  spacious  buildings,  with  the 
f lass  broken  out  of  the  windows,  the  shutters 
hanging  in  ruinous  disorder,  cheerless,  without 
any  appearance  of  activity,  and  surrounded  by  a 
solitary  gloom.    Upon  inquiring  what  they  are, 
you  are  almost  always  iniormed  that  they  were 
some  cotton  or  other  factory,  which  their  proprie- 
tors could  no  longer  keep  in  motion  against  the 
overwhelming  pressure  of   foreign  competition. 
Gentlemen  ask  tor  facts  to  show  the  propriety  of 
protection  to  our  manufactures.    Do  they  want 
stronger  evidence  1    They  ask  why  the  manufac- 
turing industry  is  not  resumed  under  the  encour- 
aging auspices  of  the  present  time?    Sir,  there  is 
general  dismay ;  there  is  want  of  heart ;  there  is 
the  greatest  moral  discouragement    A  man  who 
enga^  in  manufacturing  business  is  thought  by 
his  friends  to  be  deranged.    Who  will  go  to  the 
site  on  which  lie  the  ruins  of  Carthage  or  Baibec 
to  rebuild  there  a  city  1    Let  Government  com- 
mence a  systematic,  but  moderate,  support  of  this 
important  branch  ot  our  industry.    Let  it  announce 
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the  fixed  purpose,  that  the  protection  of  it,  against 
the  inflaence  of  the  measures  of  foreign  Govern- 
ments enters  into  the  scope  of  our  national  policy. 
Let  us  substitute  to  llie  irregular  action  of  our 
measures  one  that  shall  be  steady  and  uniform ; 
and  hope  and  animation  and  activity  will  again 
revive.   The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
Lowndes)  offered  a  resolution,  which  the  House 
rejected,  having  for  its  object  to  ascertain  the 
profits  now  made  upon  capital  employed  in  man- 
ufacturing.    It  is  not,  I  repeat  it,  the  individuals, 
but  the  interest  we  wish  protected.    From  the  in- 
finite variety  of  circumstances  under  which  differ- 
ent manufacturing  establishments  are  situated,  it 
IS  impossible  that  any  information,  such  as  the 
gentleman  desires,  could  be  obtained,  that  ought 
to  guide  the  judgment  of  this  House.    It  may 
happen,  that,  of  two  establishments  engaged  in  the 
same  species  of  fabrication,  one  will  be  prospering 
and  the  other  laboring.    Take  the  example  of  the 
Waltham  manufactory  near  Boston, and  the  Bruns- 
wick in  Maine.     The  former  has  the  advantages 
of  a  fine  water  situation,  a  manager  of  excellent 
ID  formation,  enthusiastically  devoted  to  its  success, 
a  mechanist  of  a  most  inventive  genius,  who  is 
constantly  making  some  new  improvement,  and 
who  has  carried  tne  water  loom  to  a  degree  of  per- 
fection which  it  has  not  attained  in  England,  and 
such  as  to  reduce  the  cost  ol  weaving  a  yard  of 
cloth,  adapted  to  shirting,  to  less  than  one  cent  per 
yard;  and  it  is  abundantly  supplied  with  capital 
by  several  rich  capitalists  m  Boston.     These  gen- 
tlemen have  the  most  extensive  correspondence 
with  all  parts  of  the  United  States.    Owing  to 
this  extraordinary  combination  of  favorable  cir- 
cutnstances,  the  Waltham  establishment  is  doing 
pretty  well.     Whilst  that  of  Brunswick,  not  pos- 
sessing all  of  them,  but  perhaps  as  many  as  would 
enable  it,  under  adequate  protection,  to  flourish,  is 
laboring  hard.     Would  gentlemen  infer,  from  the 
success  of  a  few  institutions  having  peculiar  ad- 
vantages, which  form  exceptions  to  the  languish- 
ing condition  of  manufacturing  industry,   that 
there  exists  no  necessity  for  protection  ?    In  the 
most  discouraging  state  of  trade  and  navigation, 
there  wo^  no  doubt^  always  some  few  individuals 
who  were  successful  m  prosecuting  them.    Would 
it  be  fair  to   argue,  from  these  rare  instances, 
against  any  measure  brought  forward  to  revive 
their  activity  1 

The  gentleman  from  Massa  chusetts  (Mr.  Whit- 
man^ has  manifested  peculiar  hostility  to  the  tariff, 
and  has  allowed  himself  to  denominate  it  a  mad, 
quixotic,  ruinous  scheme.  The  gentleman  is  dis- 
<>atisfied  with  the  quarter  (the  West)  from  which 
it  comes.  To  give  higher  tone  and  more  effect  to 
:he  g'entleman's  declamation,  which  is  vague  and 
mdefinite,  he  has  even  assumed  a  new  place  in 
this  House.  Sir^  I  would  advise  the  gentleman  to 
return  to  his  ancient  position,  moral  and  physical. 
It  was  respectable  ana  useful.  The  honorable  gen- 
tleman professes  to  be  a  friend  to  manufacturers ! 
And  yet  he  has  found  an  insurmountable  Consti- 
tutional impediment  to  their  encouragement^  of 
which,  as  no  other  gentleman  has  relied  upon  it.  I 
chall  leave  him  in  the  undisturbed  possession.  Tne 
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honorable  gentleman  a  friend  to  manufacturers ! 
And  yet  he  has  delivered  a  speech,  marked  by  pe- 
culiar emphasis,  the  whole  of  which  is  against 
their  protection.  The  honorable  gentleman  a 
friend  to  manufactures  !  And  yet  he  requires  (if 
his  Constitutional  difficulty  could  be  gotten  over) 
such  an  arrangement  of  the  tariff  as  shall  please 
him,  although  every  one  else  should  be  dissatisfied. 
The  intimation  is  not  new  of  the  presumptuous- 
ness  of  Western  politicians  in  endeavoring  to  con- 
tribute to  give  to  the  policy  of  this  country  such  a 
direction  as  will  assert  its  honor  and  sustain  its 
interests.  It  was  first  made  whilst  the  measures  pre- 
paratory to  the  late  war  were  under  consideration, 
and  it  now  probably  emanates  from  the  same  quar- 
ter. The  predilection  of  the  school  of  the  Essex 
Junto  for  foreign  trade  and  for  British  fabrics  (I 
am  far  from  insinuating  that  other  gentlemen  who 
are  opposed  to  the  tariff  are  actuated  by  any  such 
spirit)  is  unconquerable.  We  disregarded  the  in- 
timation when  it  was  first  made :  we  shall  be  un- 
influenced by  it  now.  If,  indeed,  there  were  the 
least  color  for  the  assertion  that  the  foreign  trade 
is  to  be  crushed  by  the  tariff,  is  it  not  strange  that 
the  whole  of  the  representation  from  all  of  our 
great  commercial  metropolises  should  unite  to  de- 
stroy it  ?  The  member  from  Boston,  (to  whose 
national  and  disinterested  course  I  am  happy  on 
this  as  on  many  other  occasions  to  be  'able  to  testi- 
fy;)  the  representatives  from  the  city  of  New  York, 
from  Philadelphia,  and  from  Baltimore,  all  enterea 
into  this  confederacy  to  destroy  it,  by  supporting 
this  mad  and  ruinous  tariff.  Some  gentlemen  as- 
sert that  it  is  too  comprehensive.  That  it  leaves 
no  important  interest  unprovided  for  recommends 
it  to  me. 

The  same  gentlemen,  or  others,  if  it  had  been 
more  limited,  would  have  objected  to  its  partial 
operation.  The  general  measure  of  the  protection 
which  it  communicates,  is  pronounced  to  be  im- 
moderate and  enormous,  i  et  no  one  ventures  tp 
enter  into  a  specification  of  the  particular  articles 
of  which  it  is  composed,  to  show  that  it  deserves 
thus  to  be  characterized.  The  article  of  molasses 
has,  indeed,  been  selected  out,  and  held  up,  as  an 
instance  of  the  alleged  extravagance.  The  exist- 
ing tariff  imposes  a  duty  of  five  cents ;  the  pro- 
posed tariff  ten  cents,  per  gallon.  We  tax  very 
nigh  foreign  spirits,  and  yet  we  let  in,  with  a  very 
low  duty,  foreign  molasses,  which  ought  to  be  con- 
sidered as  rum  in  disguise,  filling  the  space  of  so 
much  domestic  spirits.  If  (which  I  do  not  believe 
will  be  immediately  the  case,  to  any  considerable 
extent)  the  manufacture  of  spirits  from  molasses 
should  somewhat  decline,  under  the  new  tariff,  the 
manufacture  of  spirits  from  the  raw  material  pro- 
duced at  home  will  be  extended  in  the  same  de- 
^ee.  Besides  the  incidental  advantage  of  increas- 
ing our  security  against  the  effects  of  seasons  of 
scarcity,  by  increasing  the  distillation  of  spirits 
from  grain,  there  was  hardly  any  item  in  the  tariff 
which  combined  so  many  interests  in  supporting 
the  proposed  rate  of  duty.  The  grain-growing 
country,  the  fruit  country,  and  the  culture  of  cane, 
would  be  all  benefited  b)r  the  duty.  Its  operation 
is  said,  however,  to  be  injurious  on  a  certain  quar- 
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ter  of  the  Union.  It  was  not  to  be  denied  that 
each  particular  section  of  the  country  would  feel 
some  one  or  more  articles  of  the  tariff  to  bear  hard 
upon  it,  during  a  short  period ;  but  the  compensa- 
tion was  to  be  found  in  the  more  favorable  opera- 
tion of  others.  Now,  I  am  fully  persuaded  that, 
in  the  first  instance,  no  part  of  the  Union  would 
more  largely  share  than  New  England,  in  the  ag- 
gregate, of  the  benefits  resulting  from  the  tariff. 
The  habits  of  economy  of  her  people,  their  indus- 
try, their  skill,  their  noble  enterprise,  the  stimula- 
ting effects  of  their  more  rigorous  climate,  all  tend 
to  msure  to  her  the  first  and  the  richest  fruits  of 
the  tariffl  The  Middle  and  the  Western  States 
would  come  in  afterwards  for  their  pjortion,  and 
all  would  share  in  the  advantage  of  internal  ex- 
changes and  circulation.  No  quarter  of  the  Union 
coula  urge,  with  an  iller  erace  than  New  England, 
objections  to  a  measure  harins  for  its  object  the 
acfvancement  of  the  interests  of  the  whole ;  for  no 
quarter  of  the  Union  participated  more  extensively 
in  the  benefits  flowing  from  the  Greneral  Govern- 
ment. Her  tonnage,  her  fiitheries,  her  foreign 
trade,  have  been  constantly  objects  of  federal  care. 
There  was  expended  the  greatest  portion  of  the 
public  revenue.  The  buildmg  of  the  public  ships ; 
their  equipment;  the  expenses  incident  to  their 
remaining  in  port,  chiefly  took  place  there.  That 
great  dram  upon  the  revenue,  the  Revolutionary 

rmsion  law,  tended  principally  to  New  Englana. 
do  not  complain  of  these  advantages  which  she 
enjoys.  She  is,  probably,  fairly  entitled  to  them. 
But  gentlemen  from  that  quarter  may  at  least  be 
justly  reminded  of  them  when  they  complain  of 
the  onerous  effect  of  one  or  two  items  of  the  tariff. 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  frankly  own  that  I  feel  ^reat 
solicitude  for  the  success  of  this  bill.  The  mde- 
pendence  of  my  country  on  all  foreign  States, 
as  it  respects  a  supply  of  our  essential  wants, 
has  ever  been  with  me  a  favorite  object.  The 
war  of  our  Revolution  effected  our  emancipa- 
tion. The  last  war  contributed  greatly  towards 
achieving  our  commercial  freedom.  But  our  en- 
tire independence  will  only  be  consummated  after 
the  policy  of  this  bill  shall  be  recognised  and 
adopted.  We  haveereat  difficulties  to  contend 
with ;  old  habits — colonial  usages — the  obduraey 
of  the  colonial  spirit — the  enormous  profits  of  a 
foreign  trade,  prosecuted  under  favorable  circum- 
stances, which  no  longer  continue.  I  wiU  not 
despair ;  the  cause,  I  verily  believe,  is  the  cause  of 
the  country.  It  may  be  postponed ;  itmaybefn^- 
trated  for  the  moment,  but  it  must  finally  prevnil. 
Let  us  endeavor  to  acquire  for  the  present  Congress 
the  merit  of  laying  this  solid  foundation  of  the  na^ 
tional  prosperity.    If«  as  I  think,  fatally  for  the 

Eublic  interest,  the  bill  shall  be  defeated,  what  will 
e  the  character  of  the  account  which  we  shall 
have  to  render  our  constituents  upon  our  return 
among  them?  We  shall  be  asked,  what  have 
you  done  to  remedy  the  disorders  of  the  currency  ? 
Why,  Mr.  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  made  us  a 
long  report  on  the  matter,  containing  much  valu- 
able information,  and  some  very  good  reasoning, 
but,  upon  the  whole,  we  found  tnat  subject  rather 
above  our  comprehension,  and  we  concluded  that 


it  was  wisest  to  let  it  regulate  itself.   Wbai  have 
you  done  to  supply  the  deficit  in  the  Treasury  ] 
We  thought  that,  although  you  are  all  endeavor- 
ing to  get  out  01  banks,  it  was  a  very  good  time 
for  us  to  go  into  them,  and  we  hare  authorized  a 
loan  ?     I  ou  have  done  something,  then,  certainly, 
on  the  subject  of  retrenchment.   H&e,  at  home, 
we  are  practising  the  greatest  ecoDomy,  and  our 
daughters,  no  longer  able  to  wear  calico  gowns, 
are  obliged  to  put  on  homespun.  Why,  we  hare 
saved,  by  the  indefatigable  exertions  ot  a  member 
from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Cocke,)  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars, which  were  wanted  for  the  Tdbv  Stone 
expedition.     No,  not  quite  so  much-,  for  thirty 
thousand  dollars  of  that  sum  were  still  wanted, 
although  we  stopped  the  expedition  at  theOooncil 
Bluffs.    And  we  have  saved  another  sam,  which 
we  hope  will  give  yon  great  satisikctioD.   After 
near  two  days"  debate,  and  a  division  between  the 
two  Houses,  we  struck  off  two  hundred  dollars 
from  the  salary  of  the  clerk  of  Mr.  Attorney  Gen- 
eral.   What  have  you  done  to  prot«ct  the  home 
industry  from  the  effects  of  the  contacted  policy 
ol  foreign  Powers  ?    We  thoughf  it  best,  after 
much  ddiberation,  to  leave  things  alone  at  hoine, 
and  to  continue  our  encouragement  to  foi«gn  in- 
dustry.   Well,  surely,  you  have  passed  some  law 
to  reanimate  and  revive  the  hopes  of  the  numerous 
bankrupts  that  have  been  made  by  the  extiaordi- 
nary  circumstances  of  the  world,  and  the  ruinou> 
tendency  of  our  own  policy  ?    No ;  the  Senate 
could  not  agree  on  that  subject,  and  the  bankrupt 
bill  failed !    Can  we  plead,  sir.  ignorance  of  the 
general  distress,  and  of  the  ardent  wishes  of  th^ 
community  for  that  protection  of  its  indn^trv. 
which  this  bill  proposes  ?    No,  sir,  daily  almos 
throughout  the  session,  have  we  been  receiring 
petitions,  with  which  our  table  is  now  loaded,  m- 
ploring  us  to  extend  this  protection.   Unanimou> 
resolutions  from  important  State  LegislatnTeshave 
called  upon  us  to  give  it,  and  the  people  of  ^hole 
States,  almost  in  a  mass--.of  New  Voiit,  New  Jer- 
sey, Pennsylvania,  and  Ohio — ^have  traosmiued  to 
us  their  earnest  and  humble  petitions  toencooiage 
the  home  industry.    Let  us  not  torn  a  deaf  ear  to 
them.   Let  us  not  disappoint  their  just  eipectatioDN 
Let  us  manifest,  by  tne  passage  of  this  bill,  that 
Congress  does  not  deserve  the  renroaches  wmca 
have  been  cast  on  it,  of  inaensibihty  to  the  want' 

and  sufferings  of  the  people. 
When  Mr.  C.hadconcluded--atoexplaiiator\ 

observations  between  Mr.  Clay  «»d  Mr.  Smit«. 
of  Maryland,  the  Committee  rose,  and  the  House 
adjourned. 


Thursoay,  April  27. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Coinmi«« 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  for  the  reUei 
of  Groeme  Keith  Spence ;  which  was  twice  read- 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  McCoy  that  it  «e 
on  the  table ;  which,  being  rejected,  the  m  ^^^ 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  n®^  ^^ 
morrow. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  same  committee,  also  re- 
ported a  bill  making  appropriations  for  carrYing 
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into  efl^t  the  treaty  lately  concluded  with  the 
Chippewa  nation  ot  Indians;  which  was  reed 
twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  better  regulation 
of  the  trade  with  the  Indian  tribes." 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  continue  in  force  'An  act  to  protect  the 
ccoimerce  of  the  United  States,  and  to  punish  the 
cnme  of  piracy,'  and  also  to  make  further  provision 
for  punishing  the  crime  of  piracy ;"  in  wnich  they 
ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 
Mr.  SroRRa  submitted  the  following  resolution : 
Resoivedt  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  RepresentO'- 
thes  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress 
asstmhled.  Thai  the  Pr«tident  of  the  Senate  and  the 
Speaker  of  the  Hoase  of  RupreMntativef,  for  the  time 
being,  be  and  tkey  are  hereby  anthoriaed  to  grant  the 
nae  of  the  books  in  the  Librtfry  of  Congress,  daring 
the  reeaH  of  its  sessions,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate 
and  Glerk  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  of  the  Uni* 
ted  States^  on  th«  terms,  and  under  the  rules,  regola- 
tiens,  leslf  ictiena,  and  penaltiea,  that  membeis  of  Con- 
gress are  allowed  to  ose  the  said  books. 

The  resolution  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "  to  continue  in  force 
'an  act  to  protect  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States,  and  punish  the  crime  of  piracy,'  and  also 
to  make  further  provision  for  punishing  the  crime 
of  piracy,"  was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  to  establish  certain 
land  offices  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  (so  amended 
in  this  House  as  to  include  also  Indiana  and  Illi- 
nois,) was  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and  returned 
to  the  Senate  for  concurrence  in  the  amendments. 

The  biU  from  the  Senate  to  confirm  certain  pro- 
ceedings of  the  inhabitants  of  Cahokia,  in  the 
State  of  Illinois,  in  laying  out  a  town  on  the 
commons  of  said  village,  was  read  a  third  time, 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Little  introduced  a  proposition,  the  object 
of  which  was,  that  the  House  should,  for  the  re- 
mainder of  this  session,  meet  at  11  o'clock  instead 
of  1 0,  the  present  appointed  hour.  In  support  of  this 
motion,  he  said  that  every  day  for  a  week  past  there 
•had  not  been  more  than  thirty  members  present 
at  the  hour  of  meeting,  and  the  chairmen  of  com- 
mittees were  not  present  to  make  their  reports,  but 
subsequently  came  into  the  House,  and  obtained 
leave  to  report.  He  therefore  thought  it  would  be 
a  saving  of  time  to  meet  at  the  hour  of  11,  and 
afibrd  time  to  the  committees  to  sit  in  the  morning, 
and  transact  business. 

.  This  motion  produced  some  little  discussion  be- 
tween Messrs.  Simkins,  Foot,  Campbell,  Tay- 
lor, and  McCoy.  Among  other  things,  it  was 
said  by  Mr.  McCoy  that,  though  there  was  a  large 
maionty  of  the  House  in  favor  of  meeting  at  an 
eaiiy  hour,  there  never  was  a  majority  present  at 
the  hour  oi  meeting.  He  was,  however,  opposed 
to  changing  the  hour  of  meeting,  which  had  al- 
ready been  chanffed  more  than  once  in  the  session. 
Tnc  motion  of  Mr.  Little  was  negatived. 


Mr.  Simkins  then  moved  this  resolution : 
Resolved,  That  the  House  will  not  adjourn  on  any 
day  before  the  hour  of  five  o'clock  in  the  aflemooUi 
whilst  any  question  before  it  is  in  discussion,  and  re- 
msins  undecided. 

And  this  proposition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table  for  one  day. 

JSEVISION  OF  THE  TARIPP. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  regulating  the 
duties  on  imports. 

The  question  being  on  the  Committee's  rising 
and  reporting  the  Uriff  bill  to  the  House,  the  de- 
bate thereon  was  resumed. 

Mr.  Barbour,  of  Virginia,  addressed  the  Com- 
mittee as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  feel  much  indebted  to  the 
Committee  for  their  goodness  in  rising  on  yester- 
day, to  afford  me  an  opportimity  of  expressing  my 
views  upon  this  subject. 

I  am  about  to  attempt  an  answer  to  the  member 
from  Pennsylvania  who  reported  this  bill,  and 
other  gentlemen  who  followed  him  in  its  support. 
Considering  the  arduousness  of  the  undertaking,  it 
might  perhaps  be  the  part  of  prudence  in  me  to 
decline  it ;  for  one  gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr. 
Trimble)  informed  us  that  he  had  demonstrated 
many  of  his  propositions,  and  thus  placed  them 
beyond  the  possibility  of  question,  although  moral 
and  political  questions  are,  in  their  nature,  inca- 
pable of  demonstration,  and  it  cannot  be  affirmed 
of  any  thing  short  of  demonstration  that  there  is 
no  possible  doubt ;  whilst  another  member  iVom 
Kentucky  (the  Speaker)  has  invited  the  opponents 
of  the  bill  to  attempt  an  answer  to  the  membei 
from  Pennsylvania ;  from  which  it  may  be  infer- 
red, that  the  advocates  of  the  bill  feel  something 
like  the  confidence  of  anticipated  triumph.  Ardu- 
ous however  as  the  andertakinfir  may  be,  fearful 
as  the  odds  may  be  against  me,  1  am  emboldened 
to  proceed,  from  the  consideration  that,  in  such  a 
conflict  as  I  find  myself  en^ged  in,  success  on  my 
part  would  be  cause  of  selt-gratulation,  whilst  de- 
feat would  not  be  attended  with  disgrace. 

The  Speaker,  in  the  close  of  his  remarks,  called 
upon  us  to  say  what  account  we  could  render  of 
our  stewardship  when  we  returned  to  our  consti- 
tuents ?  He  presented  to  us  the  following  train  of 
inquiry  in  detail :  What,  said  he,  have  you  done 
upon  the  subject  of  retrenchment?  I  shall  be 
ready  to  answer,  in  relation  to  that  subject,  that  I 
exerted  my  utmost  efforts  to  effect  a  considerable 
retrenchment ;  and  that,  if  I  did  not  succeed,  it 
was  because  I  was  overruled  by  a  majority  of  this 
House,  who  differed  from  me  m  opinion  as  to  the 
policy  of  continuing  to  its  full  amount  one  very 
large  item  of  public  expenditure.  What  have  you 
done  as  to  the  currency  of  the  country  ?  I  snail 
answer,  nothing,  because  nothing  was  necessary  to 
be  done.  The  channel  of  circulation  had  become 
too  Aill,  it  had  overflowed  its  banks.  The  flood  of 
circulating  medium  has  subsided ;  it  has  already 
sought,  or  is  tending  to  seek,  its  level,  almost  as 
the  waters  of  the  Potomac  seek  theirs.  As  physi- 
cal laws  govern  the  one,  so  the  laws  of  political 
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economy  goyern  the  other.  Self-regulation,  then, 
is  a  safer  and  better  reliance  than  any  act  oi  legis- 
lation. What  have  you  done  to  relieve  the  thou- 
sands of  unfortunate  oankrupts  in  the  country  ?  I 
shall  be  ready  to  answer  that,  whilst  I  sincerely 
sympathize  with  my  suffering  fellow-citizens  in 
tnat  situation,  I  could  not  vote  for  a  bankrupt  bill 
consistently  with  my  idea  of  the  immutable  prin- 
ciples of  justice.  I  do  not  speak  now  of  the  re- 
lease of  their  persons  from  confinement.  To  such 
a  proposition  my  objections  do  not  apply ;  but  I 
never  can  consent  to  cancel  the  obligation  of  con- 
tracts, and  to  exempt  after-acquired  property  from 
liability  to  the  payment  of  debts ;  because  the  rela- 
tion 01  debtor  and  creditor  cannot  exist,  until  the 
debtor  shall  have  received  something  of  value  from 
the  creditor,  and  then  to  cancel  the  obligation  of 
the  contract,  is  to  say  to  the  creditor,  who  has 

SBirted  with  value  we  cannot  restore  to  him,  that 
e  shall  not  receive  the  equivalent  which  the  debt- 
or promised,  and  without  the  expectation  of  which 
he  never  would  have  parted  with  what  constituted 
the  consideration  of  that  promise.  This,  sir,  is  a 
very  brief  account  of  my  stewardship  in  relation 
to  these  subjects,  with  which  I  shall  expect  that 
my  constituents  will  be  so  satisfied  as  to  say  that, 
as  it  respects  them,  I  have  been  a  faithful  servant. 
I  shall  not  ask  them  for  the  further  reward  of 
''  making  me  steward  over  many  things,  because  I 
have  been  faithful  over  a  few."  But,  sir,  what 
connexion  have  these  subjects  with  the  bill  now 
under  discussion  ?  Suppose  that  the  House  had 
decided  improperly  upon  all  these,  can  they  by  any 
possibility  affect  tne  decision  upon  this  question, 
which  must  rest  upon  the  basis  of  its  own  intrin- 
sic merits  1  But  what  have  you  done  in  favor  of 
domestic  manufactures?  Here  again,  sir^  I  am 
ready  to  answer,  nothing;  and,  as  this  inquiry 
brings  us  directly  to  the  very  subject  before  the 
Committee.  I  will  now  proceed  to  state  to  you, 
and  througn  you  to  my  constituents,  the  reasons 
which  have  produced  a  conviction  upon  my  mind 
that,  in  doing  nothing,  we  shall  act  wisely. 

Tne  avowed  object  of  this  bill  is,  by  means  of 
increased  duties  upon  imported  ^oods,  to  afford  en- 
couragement to  that  part  of  the  industry  of  the 
country  which  is  engaged  in  domestic  manufac- 
tures ;  and  the  question  is,  whether  such  a  meas- 
ure is  compatible  with  the  principles  of  justice,  or 
of  sound  policy  1  It  will  be  my  endeavor  to  prove 
that  it  is  not.  Before,  however,  I  go  particularly 
into  these  views,  I  beg  leave  to  answer  the  re- 
marks of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr. 
Baldwin,)  and  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
(Mr.  Storrs,)  of  a  general  nature,  in  relation 
to  our  system  of  revenue  from  imposts.  They  have 
characterized  it  with  epithets  of  the  severest  repro- 
bation. It  has  been  called  an  unsound,  a  rotten 
system.  So  far  from  thinking  that  these  epithets 
are  merited,  I  have,  for  my  part,  a  decided  prefer- 
ence for  the  impost  system,  and  I  will  proceed  to 
state  to  the  Committee  the  reasons  of  that  prefer- 
ence. The  whole  practice  of  the  Governmenr, 
from  its  commencement  to  the  present  moment, 
with  but  few  exceptions,  and  those  principally  in 
time  of  war,  has  been  to  rely  upon  imposts  for  the 


purpose  of  defraying  its  expenditures.   Of  this 
fact  I  make  the  double  use,  that  those  who  have 
administered    the   Government  have  considered 
this  mode  of  raising  revenue  most  consistent  with 
the  feelings  of  the  people,  and  that  the  people  them- 
selves, having  be^n  accustomed  to  it  for  thirty 
years,  would  nnd  it  more  agreeable  and  conreoient 
than  any  other.    I  would  not  innovate  upon  it, 
then,  unless  there  were  very  strong  reasons  for  a 
change.    So  far  from  this,  the  reasons  are,  in  my 
opinion,  strong  in  favor  of  its  continuance.  Let  us 
examine  them  somewhat  at  large.   This  mode  of 
raising  revenue  by  impost  is  the  least  ezpensiye  in 
its  collection,  and  of  course,  of  any  given  sum 
raised  by  taxation,  the  less  there  may  be  expended 
in  collection,  the  more  there  will  be  applicable  to 
the  purposes  of  the  Government.  Gentlemen  have 
said  that  the  excise  in  England  was  collected  at 
less  expense  than  any  other  tax.    Whatever  may 
be  the  case  in  England,  such  would  not  be  the  fair 
calculation  in  this  country.  In  England  the  popula- 
tion is  dense,  and  the  manufacturers  are  collected 
in  large  cities  and  towns,  which  would  make  the 
collection  much  less  expensive  than  in  the  United 
States,  where  the  population  is  comparatiYcly  very 
sparse,  and  the  manufacturers  scattered  oTer  a 
much  larger  surface.   But,  instead  of  detaining  the 
Committee  with  probabilities,  I  will  refer  them  to 
matter  of  fact.    The  report  from  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, of  December,  1801,  states  that  whilst  the 
expenses  of  collection  on  merchandise  and  tonnage 
did  not  exceed  four  per  cent,  thoseon  the  permanent 
internal  duties  amounted  to  almost  twenty  per  cent 
This  he  ascribed  to  the  dispersed  situation  of  the 
persons  paying  the  duties,  and  the  total  amount  of 
revenue  being  inconsiderable.  But,  sir,  let  us  come 
nearer  the  present  time.    It  appears,  from  official 
documents,  that  the  total  amount  of  duties  on  im- 
ports, for  the  years  1815, 1816, 1817,  andl8l8,was 
(not  regarding  fractions)  $118,383,000,  and  the 
whole  expense  of  collection  (in  like  manner  dis- 
carding fractions)  was  $2,771,000,  not  equal  to 
two  and  a  half  per  cent,  upon  the  whole  amount. 
From  the  same  source  I  derive  the  fact  that  the 
expense  of  the  collection  of  internal  duties,  m 
1816,  was  four  per  cent,  and  eight-tenths,  and  that 
of  the  collection  of  the  direct  tax  of  the  same  year 
was  five  per  cent,  and  three-tenths. 

A  second  advantage  in  favor  of  the  impost  sys- 
tem is,  that  there  is  much  less  loss  to  the  Govern- 
ment by  insolvency,  &c. ;  it  appears  that  the 
whole  loss  upon  customs,  from  the  commencement 
of  the  system,  amounting  to  the  enormous  sum  of 
$351,329,799,  is  not  quite  one-half  of  one  per  cent. 
Without  referring  the  Committee  to  themmutiKo! 
official  reports,  I  am  justified  in  saying,  generallfj 
that  the  loss  in  the  collection  of  internal  taxes  has 
been  much  greater,  and  for  this  obvious  rea»D> 
that  the  customs  are  collected  from  a  veryi<^ 
persons  in  comparison  with  those  from  whom  the 
other  taxes  are  collected.  A  third  advantage  ^h 
that  the  pavment  of  this  kind  of  tax  is  an  ad  of 
volition ;  tne  diity  becomes  a  part  of  the  price,  ana 
we  either  buy  or  not  as  we  choose ;  whereas,  as » 
as  internal  taxes  should  consist  of  direct  ^J^^ 
payment  would  be  matter  of  compulsion.  A  loO"" 
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advantage  is,  that  this  system  is  calculated  to  op- 
erate more  equally.  Toe  great  desideratum  m 
every  system  of  taxation  should  be  to  make  every 
citizen  contribute,  as  far  as  practicable,  in  propor- 
tion to  his  ability.  As  there  is  no  mode  ol  ascer- 
tainin|r  that  ability  with  precision,  without  too 
inquisitorial  a  scrutiny,  the  best  approximation 
which  we  can  make  to  it  is  to  act  upon  the  prin- 
ciple that  every  man's  expense  is  proportioned  to 
his  ability ;  the  few  examples  which  we  observe 
of  a  departure  from  this  principle,  in  prodigality 
or  extravagance,  do  not  disturb  the  general  truth ; 
the  present  system  has  this  principle  for  its  basis, 
as  the  buyer  of  goods  pays  a  tax  according  to  what 
he  purchases.*  Alt))ough  the  same  reasoning  would 
apply  to  excises,  vet  it  clearly  would  not  to  direct 
taxes ;  they,  by  tne  Constitution,  must  be  laid,  not 
according  to  wealth,  but  accorcjing  to  population ; 
thus,  in  case  of  a  direct  tax,  a  manufacturing  State, 
with  millions  of  capital  profitably  employed  in  that 
way,  would  pay  not  one  cent  more  than  another 
State  of  equal  population,  whose  wealth  was  even 
fifty  per  cent,  less  than  that  of  the  other ;  but  it  is 
not  only  thus  unequal  in  its  operation  between  dif- 
ferent States,  it  is  also  subject  to  enormous  in- 
equalities between  citizens  of  the  same  State. 

The  direct  tax  is  imposed  upon  land  with  its 
improvements  and  slaves.  Now,  sir,  it  might  hap- 
pen that  a  man  worth  ten  thousand  dollars,  if  it 
consisted  in  lands  and  slaves,  might  pay  more  di- 
rect tax  than  one  worth  half  a  million,  if  it  con- 
sisted of  certain  descriptions  of  property,  such  as 
bank  stock,  funded  debt,  d&c.,  for  this  kind  of  prop- 
erty pays  no  part  of  the  direct  tax.  A  fiAh  aavan- 
tage  in  adhering  to  this  system  is,  that  now  we 
have  one  set  of  ofl&cers ;  whereas,  if  we  introduce 
a  permanent  system  of  internal  taxation,  the  pres- 
ent svstem  must  still  be  also  continued,  and  thus 
we  snail  create  another  set  of  ofiScers,  whose  sala- 
ries and  perquisites  of  office  will  be  an  entire  loss, 
in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  besides  the  vexation 
produced  by  being  liable  to  the  demands  of  a  double 
set  of  tax-gatherers.  The  last,  but  not  the  least 
advantage  which  1  will  mention,  is,  that  the  power 
of  laying  imposts  is  taken  from  the  States  and 
given  exclusively  to  Congress.  One  of  the  strong- 
est objections  to  the  Constitution  was,  the  colli- 
sion which  might  arise  between  the  State  and 
Federal  Governments,  in  the  exercise  of  their  re- 
spective powers  of  taxation,  where  thej  were  con- 
current; but  in  this  particular  mode  ol  laying  du- 
ties on  imports,  and  in  this  only,  the  F^eral 
Grovernment  having  the  power  exclusively,  there 
is  a  complete  obviation  of  all  difficulties  which 
might  arise  from  colliding  jurisdiction. 

The  advocates  of  this  bill  have  told  us  that  we 
cannot  much  longer  get  on  without  the  aid  of  in- 
ternal taxation ;  mat  sooner  or  later  we  must  come 
to  that  point ;  and  that,  therefore,  we  had  better 
do  it  at  once.  My  first  remark  in  reply  to  this  is, 
that  if,  as  I  have  attempted  to  show,  the  system 
of  impost  be  a  better  and  more  equal  one  than  that 
of  internal  taxation,  then  the  argument  which 
would  persuade  us  to  adopt  the  latter,  by  antici- 
pation^ because  we  might  hereafter  be  obliged  to 
do  it,  IS  precisely  like  persuading  a  man  that,  be- 


cause he  must,  in  the  course  of  nature,  inevitably 
die,  it  would  become  him  to  anticipate  it  by  his 
own  act,  in  the  commission  of  suicide.  But,  say 
gentlemen,  the  revenue  from  imposts  is  unequal  to 
the  exigencies  of  the  Government  j  and  how  do 
you  propose  to  remedy  it?  Why,  it  would  seem, 
by  the  passage  of  a  bill,  the  effect  of  which  must 
be,  as  1  shall  presently  attempt  to  show,  to  dimin- 
ish that  very  revenue  which  gentlemen  say,  even 
now,  is  insufficient.  The  only  way  h^  which  thb 
apparent  inconsistency  can  lie  explained  is,  that 
this  subject  is  discussed  as  if  a  system  of  internal 
taxation  were  now  in  being ;  but  I  call  upon  gen- 
tlemen to  remember,  that  whatever  their  wishes  or 
opinions  as  to  the  relative  merits  of  the  two  sys- 
tems may  be,  the  impost  system  exists  now  in 
point  of  fact,  whilst  the  other  does  not ;  and  I  will 
add  my  wisn,  that  it  never  may,  until  it  shall  be- 
come indispensably  necessary,  not  by  our  forced 
legislation,  but  by  the  natural  course  of  events. 
1  have  just  said  that  I  would  attempt  to  show 
that  the  passage  of  this  bill  would  diminish  our 
revenue;  I  wiD  now  redeem  my  pledge,  or  en- 
deavor to  do  so. 

The  first  proposition  which  I  shall  lay  down  is 
this — that  it  will  lessen  the  amount  oi  importa- 
tions, upon  this  obvious  principle,  that  any  given 
quantity  of  the  exportable  produce  of  the  land  and 
labor  ot  the  country  will  purchase  fewer  commodi- 
ties at  a  higher,  than  it  would  at  a  lower  price. 
That  the  imposition  of  the  proposed  duties  will 
raise  the  price  of  the  commodities  imported  no 
gentleman  has  questioned.  Our  exportable  pro- 
duce remaining  the  same,  then,  will  purchase  less 
than  if  the  duty  were  not  raised;  and,  conse- 
quently, the  quantity  of  articles  must  be  dimin- 
ished. If  it  be  said  that  the  increased  duties  will 
compensate  for  the  diminished  consumption,  I  an- 
swer, that,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  mere  luxu- 
ries, the  great  bulk  of  imported  commodities  is 
consumed  by  that  portion  of  our  people,  who,  con- 
stituting the  middle  class  of  society  oetween  pov- 
erty and  wealth,  are,  with  various  decrees  of  prop- 
erty, only  independent  or  moderately  rich.  Though 
the  veiy  wealthy  man  might  still  continue  to  pur- 
chase his  luxuries  as  before,  without  regara  to 
price,  yet,  amongst  the  great  class  which  I  have 
mentioned,  ^the  very  bone  and  sinew  of  the  commu- 
nity,) there  is  a  spirit  of  prudence  and  calculation 
which  makes  them  value  their  comforts  and  pknt- 
sures  at  a  certain  price  only,  beyond  which  they 
wUl  not  go.  What  that  is^  it  is  impossible  to  say, 
with  any  thing  like  precision,  it  being  a  mere 
question  of  quantity,  of  more  or  less ;  I  venture, 
however,  to  say,  tnat  the  duties  now  proposed 
would  pass  this  limit,  and  consequently  cause  a 
great  diminution  of  consumption,  and  with  it  a 
diminution  of  comfort  to  our  citizens,  and  of  rer- 
enue  to  the  Government. 

1  pass  on  to  other  views.  The  increased  rate  of 
duty  will  furnish  a  strong  additional  temptation 
to  smuggling,  already  in  some  degree  practised 
with  the  existing  duties,  and  thus,  as  far  as  that 
practice  shall  extend,  defraud  the  Government  al- 
together. But  the  advocates  of  the  bill  themselves 
admit  that  there  will  be  a  diminution  of  revenue 
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as  to  many  of  the  most  important  afticles,  and 
have  attempted  to  supply  it  by  an  increase  of  duty 
WDon  iron,  sait,  sugar,  and  coffee-particles  either 
01  absolute  necessity,  or,  at  least,  of  ordinary  com- 
fort. Upon  this  I  must  take  leave  to  remark,  that 
if  these  articles  wiU  bear  an  increase,  we  ought, 
according  to  the  declarations  of  gentlemen  them- 
selves, to  have  the  benefit  of  it ;  for  they  tell  us 
that  our  revenue  is  deficient,  and  any  addition 
which  these  articles  will  bear  will  not  be  more 
than  the  Gbvemment  can  conveniently  dispose  of. 
At  a  time,  thuk,  when  all  the  revenue  which  we 
can  derive  from  imports  will  not  more  than  meet 
the  exigencies  of  the  Treasury,  it  surely  cannot  be 
right  to  adopt  any  i|olicy  which  would  diminish 
that  amount,  even  if  the  policy  proposed  to  be 
established  might,  under  other  circumstances,  be 
thought  a  coirrect  one. 

I  shall  now  endeavor  to  prove  that  it  isin  viola- 
ticMi  of  the  general  principles  of  pdUtical  economy 
to  build  up  a  maniunclurmg  system  by  the  forced 
means  of  legislative  interference,  and  that  there  is 
nothing  peculiar  in  the  situation  of  this  country, 
whether  considered  in  relation  to  its  political  char- 
acter or  oUierwise,  which  makes  our  case  an  ex- 
ception to  the  general  tule.  It  would  seem,  how- 
evtf ,  from  what  has  been  said  by  the  Speaker  of 
the  writers  on  political  economy,  that  he  repooes 
little  or  no  confidence  in  them,  lie  has  said,  that 
we  derive  our  visionary  theories  from  European 
writers,  whom  their  own  Governments  do  not  ac- 
knowled|pe  as  guides  in  legislation ;  thus,  that  cen- 
tlonan,  instead  of  meeting  and  refuting  the  doc- 
trines of  Stuart,  Smith,  and  others,  has  at  omte 
put  them  under  the  ban  of  his  denunciation  by  a 
sio^  contemptuoU3  remark.  Indaed,  it  might  be 
said  of  him,  as  was  said  of  another  distinguished 
man  upon  another  occasion,  "that  he  put  to  flight 
a  host  of  syllogisms  by  a  sneer."  After  all  his 
di^ara^ement  of  European  writers  on  the  science 
of  political  economy,  I  must  be  permitted  to  say. 
that,  if  theii:  manufactures  of  cottcm  and  wool 
exceed  ours  as  far  as  their  works  upon  this  inter- 
esting subject  suippass  ours,  then  indeed  we  cannot 
sustam  the  competition  to  which  we  aspire  by 
any  encouragement  which  we  can  afford;  and 
though  their  €K)vemments  do  not  follow  their 
counseLsL  that  surely  is  no  reason  why  we  should 
not,  if  tney  be  in  themselves  correct,  and  calcu- 
lated to  enhance  the  prosperity  of  the  country. 
As  well  miffht  it  be  said,  that  we  ought  not  to  re- 
spect any  of  their  prindples  of  ethics  or  morality, 
such,  for  example,  as  the  dootrtnes  of  Paley  or 
Rutherford,  because  they  do  not  pursue  them. 
There  is,  it  is  true,  no  demonstration  in  the  sciences 
of  morals  and  politics,  as  these  is  in  the  mathe- 
matics ;  but  there  are,  in  each  of  those  sciences, 
certain  truths  so  obvious  in  themsdves  and  so  uni- 
versally assented  to  by  mankind,  that  they  almost 
rank  in  the  class  of  axioms,  and  constitute  the 
basis  of  reasoning  in  questions  of  this  kind ;  such, 
for  sample,  is  the  principle^  that  the  maarket  price 
of  commodities  is  regulated  by  the  proportion  be- 
tween the  actual  demand  and  5iq)ply.  It  is  to 
principles  as  well  settled  as  this  that  I  shall  resort 
m  the  course  of  this  argument,  though  they  may 


even  be  drawn  from  European  writers.  Without 
further  remarks,  I  will  proceed  directly  to  the  gen- 
eral reasoning  against  legislative  interference  to 
create  and  sustain  a  maniuacturing  systesi. 

The  strength  of  every  country  coasists  in  the 
number,  the  character,  and  the  wealUi  of  its  popu- 
lation. First,  then,  let  us  compare  tiro  countnes, 
the  one  agricuhural,  and  the  other  atuo&ctaiio^, 
in  relation  to  numbers.  The  very  olgeet  of  aen- 
cultme  is  to  procure  the  means  of  sotaiite&ce;  bat 
it  is  agreed  on  all  hands  that  the  qmatity  of  sab- 
sisteace  is  precisel)r  the  measure  of  the  extent  of 
population,  since  without  it  they  cannot  eiist;  of 
eoBsequeace,  other  things  bein^  fl%^  the  eountry, 
which  is  agricultural,  and  which  not  only  makes 
its  own  subsistence^  ^t  a  surplus  for  eaq»rtition', 
which,  li^n  occasion,  may  be  applied  to  supj^ 
the  deficiency  of  any  year,  wiU  be  more  popcuons 
than  one,  a  great  part  of  whose  labor  is  applied  to 
manufactures,  and  which,  therefore,  ia  ordinary 
years,  scarcely  makes  a  sufficiency,  and,  in  any 
case  of  d^ciency,  depends  entirdv  uixm  a  foreij^n 
simply,  for  the  very  means  by  woioi  to  suppott 
life.  If  it  be  said  that  this  reasoning  does  not 
apply  to  the  present  situation  of  the  United  States, 
I  answer,  that  it  is  the  province  of  the  statesman, 
iK)t  to  l^ffislate  merdy  for  the  present  moment, 
but  to  look  forward  to  that  state  of  thiiu^  which, 
according  to  the  coiuse  of  human  afiam,  may 
fairlv  be  considered  as  ineviiable;  and,  aceoiding 
to  all  experienoe,  the  time  will  come  when  it  will 
apply  to  us  with  full  force  as  weU  as  to  other  na- 
tions. When,  for  example,  the  maiuifactareis,  to- 
gether with  their  £amilies,  shall  bear  a  krge  pro- 
portion to  the  remaining  population ;  for  let  it  be 
remembered,  that  while  food  only  ineieases  arith- 
metically, population  increases  jpeomeCricaliyi  an 
idea  which  I  shall  have  occasion  to  dwell  upon 
more  at  large  hereafter. 

Let  us  now  compare  the  same  two  aatuns  m 
relation  to  the  diaracter  of  their  population,  whe- 
thor  affected  by  moral  or  political  causes.  The 
agriculturist,  in  this  country,  culuvates  hb  own 
farm ;  he  looks  only  to  the  bexiefioence  of  the  De- 
ity, and  the  sweat  of  his  own  brow,  for  the  main- 
tenance of  himself  and  family ;  by  his  own  will 
he  regulates  his  conduct ;  he  knows  no  superior 
except  those  who  are  clothed  with  the  authont^^  ol 
the  mw;  he  thus  acquires  the  proud  spirit  of  an 
independent  freeman ;  he  has  the  port,  the  stature, 
the  dignity,  of  a  man.  On  the  contrary,  the  man- 
ufacturer has  no  source  of  revenue  but  his  labor, 
which  he  must  constently  sell  to  a  master ;  not  his 
own,  but  that  master's  will,  is  the  rule  of  his  con- 
duct. While  independence,  then,  is  the  charac- 
teristic of  the  agriculturist,  mere  servility  is  that 
of  the  manufacturer.  This  is  the  difference  m  me 
moral  effects ;  that  in  the  physical  is  just  asstruf 


ing ;  the  agriculturist,  from  the  very  nature  of  1^|^ 

mioys  the  light  and  air  of  Heaven,  id  ^ 

Its  purity ;  ne  has  his  r^^ular  periods  of  labor  m 


pursuits,  eni 


rest ;  he  has  that  strong  and  healthy  constituttan 
which  results  from  these.  The  manuiacturfr,  on 
the  contrary,  under  ^e  orders  of  an  >^^'^^?°^ 
task-master,  scarcely  knows  the  distinction  of  uay 
and  night.    The  hammers  of  Birmingham  ate 
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neyer  at  rest;  the  wheels  of  Manchester  never 
stand  still.  They  are  ])ent  up  in  task-houses  dtir- 
ing  the  day,  amid  noxious  effluvia,  and  crowded 
in  huts  at  night — ^that  is,  such  of  them  as  are 
allowed  to  sleep;  for  a  part,  in  alternate  succes^ 
sion,  pursue  their  toils  during  the  nij^ht.  Such  is 
the  condition  of  the  adults  engaged  m  these  estab- 
lishmentB.  That  of  the  children  is,  if  possible, 
still  more  deplorable ;  taken  at  an  early  perioa 
from  their  Daren ts,  they  are  cut  off  from  the  sacred 
morality  or  the  hearth,  and  lose  all  benefit  of  pa- 
rental instruction,  which  instils  the  lessons  of  wis- 
dom into  the  mind,  and  morality  into  the  heart ; 
thrown  together  into  a  crowd,  where  there  is  a 
promiscttofus  intercourse  between  different  a^es 
and  sexes,  fatigued  with  a  degree  of  labor  which 
they  can  scarcely  bear ;  without  the  aid  of  moral 
or  religious  instruction,  they  grow  up  uflfit  to  be 
members  of  society,  and  qualified  only  to  obey  the 
will  of  a  master  themselves,  and  to  transmit  that 
wretched  inheritance  to  their  posterity.  How  dif- 
ferent the  condition  of  the  children  of  the  ai^icul- 
turist !  The  virtue  and  independence  of  the  pa- 
rent are  learned  and  practised  by  them,  and  they 
become  qfualified  to  act  with  propriety  in  all  the 
varions  relations  in  which  they  stand  bound  to 
society.  But,  sir,  I  will  not  pursue  this  subject 
further.  I  refer  the  Committee  to  the  ieeling  de- 
scription oi  those  who  have  written  upon  it,  and 
particularly  to  that  of  the  celebrated  Ailcin. 

The  advocates  of  this  bill  contend,  that  it  will 
teDd  to  increase  the  national  wealth.  I  think  I 
shall  be  able  to  show  that  they  are  entirely  deceived 
in  this  calculation.  Wealth,  either  public  or  pri- 
vate, consists  in  the  excess  of  production  beyond 
consumption  ;  whatever  appropriation  of  capital, 
then,  wul  create  the  largest  mass  of  production, 
(the  consumption  remaining  the  same,)  will  create 
the  most  wealth  ;  if  an  appropriation  to  manufac- 
tures were  the  most  profitable,  we  may  be  assured 
that  individual  interest  will  give  it  that  direction. 
This  principle  of  interest  is  one  of  the  strongest 
of  our  nature ;  "  not  written  on  the  heart  by  pre- 
cept, but  engraven  by  destiny ;  not  instilled  oy  ed- 
ucation, but  infused  at  our  nativity  f  it  bums  with 
an  inextinjtiishable  li^bt,  like  the  fire  of  the  vestal 
virgins.  The  unceasm^  desire,  which  we  thus 
have,  to  better  otir  condition,  is  best  guided,  too, 
by  individual  sagacity,  which  always  points,  or 
endeavors  to  point,  to  the  object  or  our  wishes. 
Why,  then,  is  the  capital  of  the  countiy  not  ap- 
propriated to  manufactures  ?  Merely  for  the  reason, 
that  odier  appropriations  of  it  are  more  profitable ; 
this  is  proven,  incontestaWy,  by  the  very  circum- 
stance of  the  manufacturers  asking  for  aid ;  for, 
surely,  H  their  profit  were  equal  to  that  of  the  other 
pursuits  in  society,  they  would  not  need  it,  and  to 
giYe  it  would  be  tne  extreme  of  injustice.  But,  if 
the  appropriation  of  capital  to  manufactures  be 
thus  clearly  shown  to  be  less  profitable  than  in 
some  other  way,  then  it  follows  that  a  less  mass  of 
production  is  created ;  and,  as  national  wealth  has 
been  shown  to  consist  in  the  excess  of  production 
beyond  consumption,  consequently,  national  wealth 
is  diminished,  not  increased.  That  it  will  increase 
the  wealth  of  the  great  manufacturers,  no  one 


questions ;  but,  let  it  be  remembered,  that  the  in- 
quiry here  is,  whether  it  will  add  to  the  totality 
of  the  wealth  of  the  nation  ?  I  have  already  shown 
that  it  will  produce  a  contrary  effect ;  and  that, 
too,  by  a  direct  injury  to  the  whole  mass  of  ccm- 
sumers ;  for,  precise!^  as  you  enhance  the  price  of 
the  commodities  which  they  purchase^  you  dimin* 
ish  the  value  of  the  products  of  their  labor,  the 
value  of  which  consists  in  the  power  of  command- 
ing the  products  of  the  labor  of  others.  Another 
great  advantage  which  an  agricultural  country 
possesses  over  a  manufacturing  one,  is,  the  greater 
stability  of  its  wealth  ^  the  wealth  of  the  first  con- 
sists in  its  lands,  with  its  permanent  impovements, 
buildings,  melioration  or  soil,  d^c.  which,  amidst 
all  the  vicissitudes  of  events,  and  even  the  shocks 
of  war,  still  remain ;  that  of  the  other,  with  the 
exception  of  the  fixed  part  of  the  capital,  consists 
in  what  claims  no  country  for  its  home,  but  that 
in  which  the  greatest  profit  can  be  made ;  it  may 
rather  be  said  to  sojourn  for  a  while  in  any  country, 
than  to  be  domiciliated  there ;  one  conibmation  oi 
circumstances  located  it  in  a  particular  place ;  a 
different  combination  will  cause  its  removal.  The 
history  of  all  Europe  b  a  practical  commentary 
on  these  remarks ;  manufacttires  have  there  repeat- 
edly changed  their  abode ;  and  no  man  can  tell 
how  soon  England  may  cease  to  be  the  work-shop 
and  toy-shop  of  Europe  and  America. 

Another  aecided  recommendation  of  the  aj^ricul- 
tural  system  over  the  manu&cturing,  is  this :  the 
interest  of  the  agriculturist  is  precisely  identified 
with  that  of  the  community ;  that  of  the  manufac- 
turer is  not  only  not  identified,  but  is,  in  some  de- 
gree, opposed  to  it.  The  interest  of  the  manufacturer 
is,  to  narrow,  as  much  as  possible,  the  competition 
in  the  sale  or  his  commodities ;  the  interest  of  the 
community  is,  obviously,  to  widen  that  competition. 
"  Profit,  too,  is  naturally  low  in  rich,  and  high  in 
poor  countries ;  and  it  is  alvTays  highest  in  coun- 
tries which  are  goin?  fastest  to  ruin."  In  a  polit- 
ical point  of  view,  then,  it  is  well  worthy  of  con- 
sideration how  far  it  is  good  policy  to  create  and 
sustain,  by  artificial  means,  a  class  in  society  whose 
interests  are  thus,  in  some  degree,  necessarily  op- 
posed to  those  of  the  rest  of  the  society.  I  do  not 
mean  to  say,  that  manufactures  are  not  useful,  and 
even  necessary,  to  agriculture ;  but  I  do  mean  to 
contend,  that  it  is  better  to  let  others  manufacture 
for  us,  as  long  as  we  can  appropriate  our  capital 
in  a  way  which  will  be  more  profitable ;  and  I  do 
mean  to  contend,  that,  if  Government  attempt  to 
judge  of  this,-it  will  be  perpetually  subject  to  error, 
and  may,  by  the  aid  which  it  affords,  force  a  com- 
paratively unprofitable  appropriation  of  the  capital 
of  the  country ;  whereas,  if  it  be  left  to  individual 
sagacity,  the  thermometer  will  scarcely  mark  the 
variaticMis  in  the  temperature  of  the  weather  with 
more  accuracy  than  this  will  the  variations  in  the 
rate  of  profit ;  and,  consequently,  we  have  the  ut- 
most security  that  capital  will  be  applied  to  manu- 
factures, whenever  it  ought  to  be  so  applied ;  that 
is,  whenever,  by  such  an  application,  it  will  be 
more  profitable  than  by  any  other.  And  what 
equivalent  are  we  promised  for  submitting  to  a 
measure  subject  to  so  many  and  such  strong  ob- 
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jections  ?    Why,  it  is  said,  that,  if  we  will  protect 
manufactures,  as  soon  as  they  shall  be  firmly  es- 
tablished, they  will  afford  us  a  revenue  from  ex- 
cise.   In  the  first  place,  I  answer,  that,  if  that 
promise  should  be  realized,  the  period  would  be 
altogether  uncertain,  and,  in  tbe  mean  time,  there 
womd  be  an  acknowledged  deficiency  of  revenue 
arising  from  impost ;  and  further,  if  I  have  shown 
that  an  appropriation  of  capital  in  that  way  would 
be  less  profitaole,  there  would  be  an  actual  anni- 
hilation of  national  wealth,  to  an  amount  equal  to 
the  difference  between  the  profit  arising  from  that 
and  a  different  appropriation.    It  is  said,  however, 
that  manufactures  will  become  cheaper  than  they 
now  are :  this  is  a  downright  inconsistency ;  for,  at 
their  present  price,  we  are  loudly  called  upon  to 
save  them  from  sinking,  and  yet.  at  the  same  mo- 
ment, we  are  told,  that  they  will  actually  be  sold 
at  a  price,  hereafter,  less  than  that  for  which  they 
now  sell,  and  a  sale  at  which,  it  is  said,  will  pro- 
duce ruin.    There  is  no  inducement,  then,  in  this 
promised  equivalent.    I  have  already  shown  that 
the  proposed  measure  is  wrong,  upon  general  prin- 
ciples, and  I  will  now  attempt  to  show,  not  only 
that  there  is  nothing  peculiar  in  the  situation  of 
this  country  which  would  require  us  to  depart  from 
these  general  principles ;  but  that,  on  the  contrary, 
whatever  distmguishing  peculiarity  there  is,  either 
in  our  Grovernment,  people,  or  country,  it  contrib- 
utes rather  to  fortify  than  to  weaken  their  force, 
and  to  render  them  emphatically  applicable  to  us. 
Our  Government  is  Republican ;  next  to  the  virtue 
of  its  citizens,  equality  is  one  of  the  surest  founda- 
tions upon  which  such  a  Government  can  stand. 
Kquality  of  rights  is  actuallv  attainable,  and  is 
practically  enforced;  but  equality  of  property,  also, 
aa  far  as  it  can  be  effected  by  Constitutional  and 
legal  means,  is  also  greatly  desirable ;  it  is  with  a 
view  to  this  result,  that  the  principle  of  primogen- 
iture has  been  abolished  in  the  several  States,  which 
gave  to  one  member  of  a  family  the  whole  real 
estate ;  it  is  with  the  same  view  that  the  principle 
of  entails  has  been  abolished,  which  perpetu^t^ 
the  estate,  so  given,  in  the  particular  person,  and 
his  heirs  in  a  particular  line.    These  principles  are 
two  of  the  strongest  pillars  upon  which  a  monarchy 
rests,  because  thev  concentrate  the  property  of  the 
country,  and  witn  it  the  power  and  influence  of  a 
few ;  but  the  very  reverse  of  this  is  the  proper  pol- 
icy in  our  Government ;  with  us  not  concentration, 
but  the  most  extensive  and  universal  diffusion  is 
the  great  desideratum;  the  very  same  property 
which,  when    broken  into  small  parts,  spreads 
plenty,  comfort,  and  independence,  over  a  whole 
country,  when  accumulated  in  the  nands  of  a  few, 
begets  the  extremes  of  great  wealth  and  great  pov- 
erty ;  bv  this,  one  portion  of  the  society  is  too  much 
elevatea,  the  other  is  too  much  depressed ;  the  one 
feels  arrogance,  the  other  submission.    In  such  a 
state  of  things,  the  force  of  political  institutions 
would  be  continually  impaired  by  the  aristocracy 
of  wealth.    Inasmuch,  then,  as  I  believe  that  the 
effect  of  this  bill  would  be  to  produce  this  concen- 
tration of  wealth,  so  much  to  be  reprobated,  and 
thus  place  the  General  Government  in  the  attitude 
of  counteracting  the  policy  of  the  States,  which. 


as  I  have  said,  consists  in  promotins^  a  diffusion  of 
property — in  this  point  of  view,  I  think  there  is  a 
strong  political  reason,  derived  from  the  nature  of 
our  institutions,  in  aid  of  the  general  principles 
which  I  have  been  discussing. 

In  relation  to  our  people  they  have,  from  a  com- 
bination of  circumstances,  the  most  important  of 
which  is  the  immense  quantity  of  new  and  fertile 
land,  been  always  accustomed  to  the  pursuits  of 
agricultural  life.  The  force  of  habit,  then,  co- 
operates with  other  causes  to  give  them  a  prefer- 
ence to  that  kind  of  labor;  but  I  have  already  en- 
deavored to  prove  that  it  is  more  contributive  to 
the  health  oi  the  body  and  the  independence  of  the 
mind.  If  these  positions  be  correct,  and  especially 
the  last,  agriculture  is  a  pursuit  which,  more  than 
manufactures,  fits  the  people  for  the  Government 
under  which  they  live.  Surely  it  cannot  be  the 
part  of  a  statesman,  by  legislation,  to  hold  out  an 
inducement  to  the  people  to  abandon  that  pursuit 
which  qualifies  them  for  the  station  in  which  they 
are  placed  by  the  social  compact  under  which  they 
live ;  not  to  perform  the  part  of  mere  servile  obe- 
dience, but  to  fill  the  station  of  independent  free- 
men, who,  by  their  representatives,  them.selves 
make  the  laws  by  which  themselves  are  governed. 

In  relation  to  our  country,  let  it  be  remembered 
that  Europe,  particularly  the  manufacturing  part 
of  it,  is  well  peopled,  whilst  our  population  is  ex- 
tremely sparse.  The  population  oi  England,  in- 
cluding Wales,  in  1803,  was  169  to  the  square 
mile ;  in  France  it  was  174  to  the  square  mile.  In 
1810,  the  population  of  Connecticut,  the  mast  pop- 
ulous State  m  the  Union,  was  56.04  to  the  square 
mile ;  that  of  Virginia  only  13  and  a  fraction ;  aad, 
admitting  the  superficies  of  the  United  States  to 
be  two  millions  of  square  miles,  the  whole  popu- 
lation is  only  three  and  eighty-three  hundredths  to  a 
square  mile.  See  Sey&rt's  Statistical  Annals. 
The  whole  land  of  England  and  Wales  is  esti- 
mated by  Bristed  at  38,500,000  acres.  I  have  al- 
ready said,  that  Seybert  estimates  the  United  State^ 
at  2,000,000  square  miles ;  this,  reduced  to  acres, 
amounts  to  1,280,000,000  acres  of  land.  Now,  sir, 
it  seems  to  me,  that  it  would  be  almost  sufficient 
to  state  the  relative  population  and  territory  of  the 
two  countries,  to  convince  any  man  that  what  may 
be  a  correct  policy  in  relation  to  England,  would 
be  highly  improper  for  us  to  pursue. 

The  population  of  England  and  Wales,  in  1803, 
exceeded  that  of  the  United  States  in  1810,  and 
yet  the  territory  of  the  United  States  is  more  than 
thirty  times  that  of  England  and  Wales ;  whilst 
the  population  of  the  United  States,  to  the  square 
mile,  is  more  than  forty  times  less,  including  our 
whole  superficies.    Manufactures  suit  a  redundant 
population,  with  a  confined  territory ;  such  is  the 
case  of  England :  they  do  not  suit  a  sparse  pofNi- 
lation  and  a  redundant  territory ;  such  is  the  situ- 
ation of  the  United  States.    Manufactures,  if  not 
forced  into  existence  by  artificial  means,  are  the 
^  natural  result  of  an  overflowing  capital ;  it  never 
can  be  said  that  the  capital  of  any  country  can  be 
of  that  kind,  whilst  there  are  millions  and  tens  ot 
millions  of  acres  of  the  most  fertile  land  yet  un- 
cultivated; such  is  the  situation  of  the  United 
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States.     Whilst  there  is  land  of  this  sort  to  culti- 
vate, its  cultivation  is  the  most  profitable  appropri- 
ation of  capital.    Take,  for  example,  a  quarter 
section  of  land  at  its  present  price,  amounting  to 
two  hundred  dollars ;  let  but  one  half  of  this  be 
well  cultivated,  and  1  know  of  no  application  of 
the  same  capital,  unconnected  with  mere  specula- 
tion, which  would  yield  an  equal  result ;  the  mere 
maintenance  of  the  family,  which  would  be  derived 
from  ity  exclusive  of  the  produce  which  might  be 
soldf  imder  ordinary  circumstances,  to  an  amount 
equal  to  the  capital  invested,  would  be  more  than 
the  profit  of  any  other  appropriation  with  which  I 
am  acquainted.     What  is  true  of  one  quarter  sec- 
tion, is  equally  true  of  every  one  in  the  United 
States,  as  long  as  one  of  good  quality  remains  in 
an  uncultivated  state.    There  is  an  argument  de- 
rived from  the  influence  of  machinery  upon  man- 
ufactures, livhich  I  beg  leave  to  present  to  the 
Committee,  because  it  seems  to  me  to  be  entitled 
to  very  great  weight.    To  make  the  application,  I 
will  first  present  a  few  facts.    In  a  note  to  Lau- 
derdale, on  Public  Wealth,  pa^e  294,  it  is  said, 
that  a  machine  at  Derby  contained  26,586  wheels, 
and  97,746  movements,  that  work  73,726  yards  of 
silk  at  every  turn  of  the  wheel ;  that  is  to  say, 
318,504,960  yards  in  twenty-four  hours.    In  the 
same  book,  page  301,  it  is  said  that,  in  Scotland, 
it  was  estimated  that  a  still  could  be  discharged 
about  once  a  day*    In  thirteen  years  afterwards, 
they  had  arrived  at  such  perfection  as  to  discharge 
it  almost  twenty- two  times  in  an  hour — that  is, 
upwards  of  five  hundred  times  as  often.    These 
statements  appear  to  be  such  as  almost  to  startle 
credibility.     Let  us  take  some  much  more  moder- 
ate, and  which  will  answer  all  the  purposes  of  my 
argument.     In  Ganilh's  Political  Economy,  it  is 
said  that  Sir  Richard  Arkwright's  invention  of  the 
cotton-spinnins^  machine  shortened  that  kind  of 
labor  by  two-thirds,  and  rendered  it  twenty  times 
more  productive  than  it  had  been  before.    In  a 
supplement  to  the  Philadelphia  address,  of  1819,  it 
is  said  that  a  British  spinner  can,  by  the  interven* 
tion  of  labor-saving  machinery,  spin  as  much  by 
one  person  as  requires  in  India  sixty  persons.    Fi- 
nally, in  the  same  book,  it  is  said,  upon  the  au- 
thority of  a  British  writer,  that  the  whole  laboring 
population  of  Great  Britain  has  its  powers  multi- 
plied fourteen  times  by  machinery.    The  author 
makes  an  estimation  which  would  reduce  it  to 
about  twelvefold.    The  general  purpose  for  which 
I  have  made  these  quotations  is  this — to  present  to 
the  advocates  of  this  bill  a  dilemma  from  which  it 
seems  to  me  they  cannot  extricate  themselves.  The 
first  part  of  it  is,  that,  if  we  have  not  the  advantage 
of  labor-saving  machinery,  it  is  utterly  impossible 
to  sustain  a  competition  against  the  foreign  manu- 
facturer; the  other  is,  that,  if  we  have  that  ma- 
chinery, our  other  advantages  are  such  that  our 
inancdacCureTs  do  not  need  any  further  protection 
from  the  Government.    The  first  proposition  is, 
that  it  is  impossible  to  sustain  a  competition,  un- 
less we  have  the  advantage  of  machinery.    If  I 
were  to  take  the  case  of  the  still  which  I  have 
stated,  and  rely  upon  that,  it  would  be  so  striking 
that  the  mere  statement  of  the  fact  would  super- 


sede the  necessity  of  argument  or  comment ;  for 
all  will  agree  at  once  that  distillation,  carried  on 
by  a  still  discharged  once  a  day,  could  not  main- 
tain a  competition  against  that  carried  on  by  a 
still  discharged  five  hundred  times  a  day ;  that  is 
to  say,  could  not  maintain  a  competition  where 
the  odds  were  five  hundred  to  one. 

But,  sir,  I  will  not  call  this  extreme  case  to  my 
aid ;  I  will  not  even  use  the  much  more  moderate 
statement  of  the  British  machinery  making  one 
British  spinner  equal  to  forty  India  spinners,  be- 
sides an  allowance  for  the  expense  of  the  ma- 
chinery; I  will  take  the  minimum  estimates^  I 
will  suppose  that  the  physical  labor  is  multiplied 
twelve  times  by  machinery ;  and  I  will  ask  whe- 
ther, even  under  these  circumstances,  we  could 
possibly  sustain  a  competition  without  ourselves 
having  the  aid  of  machinery?  I  will  venture  to 
answer  the  question  for  the  Committee,  and  say, 
it  would  not  be  possible ;  for  the  obvious  reasons, 
first,  that  the  odds  are  twelve  to  one  against  us, 
with  the  exception  of  the  cost  and  expense  of  the 
machinery ;  and,  secondly,  that  if  we  attempted 
to  balance  it  by  eleven  additional  workmen,  we 
should  be  subject  to  the  enormous  comparative  dis- 
advantage of  paying  the  wages,  and  furnishing 
the  clothing,  fooa,  and  maintenance  of  eleven  per- 
sons, whereas  the  machines  require  no  food  or 
clothing,  the  only  accruing  cost  being  the  interest 
of  the  orginal  price,  and  the  wear  and  tear  of  the 
machine.  If  it  be  said  that  we  have  not  the  ma- 
chinery, then  I  answer  in  the  alternative,  that,  if 
our  manufacturers  have  the  capital,  and  will  not 
appropriate  it  in  that  way,  it  is  their  own  fault ;  if 
they  have  not  the  capital  which  would  enable 
them  to  buy  the  machinery,  then  the  Government 
cannot  furnish  it,  and  without  it  they  are  not  ready 
for  manufactures. 

The  second  proposition  is,  that  if  our  manufac- 
tures have  the  machinery,  their  other  advantages 
are  such  that  they  need  no  further  protection  from 
the  Government.  Take,  for  example,  the  two 
great  articles  of  cotton  and  woollen  goods ;  upon 
these  the  existing  duties  are  twenty<^five  per  cent.; 
when,  in  addition  to  this,  it  is  recollected  that  the 
raw  material  is  raised  here,  whereas  the  foreign 
manufacturer  has  to  purchase  it  at  a  considerably 
enhanced  price,  and  that  he  also  is  subject  to  the 
charges  and  risk  of  transportation  to  this  country, 
the  whole  advantage  of  the  domestic  manufacturer 
may  be  estimated  moderately  at  thirty-five  per  dent, 
or  more.  As  to  the  coarse  cotton  goods  beyond 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  it  is  greatly  more,  because 
the  duty  is  estimated  upon  them  as  if  their  mini- 
mum cost  were  twent)r-five  cents  per  yard,  wherer 
as,  in  point  of  fact,  it  is  not  more  than  ten  cents. 
If  with  this  advantage  we  cannot  sustain  the  com- 
petition, it  argues  such  a  want  of  skill  or  economv, 
or  something  else,  as  to  show  that  we  are  not  reauy 
yet  for  manufactures. 

But  I  will  not  detain  the  Committee  longer  with 
hypothetical  reasoning,  but  will  come  to  some  facts, 
which  will  show  that  it  is  the  want  of  perfect  ma- 
chinery, which  makes  the  great  difference  against 
us.  It  is  said,  in  the  supplement  to  the  address  of 
the  Philadelphia  Society,  which  I  have  before  re- 
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ferred  to,  that  we  have  beaten  England  out  of 
our  market,  in  hats,  shoes,  boots,  and  ail  manufac- 
tures of  leather ;  that  we  are  her  superiors  in  ship 
building ;  and  the  reason  assigned  in  that  work  is, 
that  these  are  all  works  of  the  hands,  where  labor- 
saving  machinery  gives  no  aid.  But  acain,  sir, 
in  the  same  address  we  are  presented  with  the  re- 
sults of  a  cotton  manufactory  near  Boston,  from 
which  it  appears  that  three  hundred  persons,  con- 
sisting of  lourteen  men  and  two  hundred  and 
eighty-six  women  and  children,  with  the  aid  of 
power4ooms  aud  other  machinery,  produce  at  the 
rate  per  annum  of  1,500,000  square  yards  of  cloth, 
amounting,  at  twenty-five  cents  per  yard,  to  $312,- 
500 ;  which,  after  deducting  the  price  of  the  raw 
material,  leaves  $240,000 ;  equal  to  eight  hundred 
dollars  to  each  hand*  This,  surely,  is  a  result 
which  any  capitalist  ought  to  be  content  with ; 
and,  accordingly,  we  are  informed  that  the  owners 
of  this  establishment  are  satisfied,  and  ask  no  pro- 
tection from  the  Grovernment.  In  the  same  address 
we  are  told,  upon  the  authoritv  of  a  report  of  the 
Committee  ol  Commerce  and  Manuiactures,  in 
1816,  that  in  the  year  1815,  there  were  engaged  in 
the  cotton  manufacture  about  100,000  persons,  con- 
sisting of  10,000  men,  66,000  women  and  female 
children,  and  24,000  boys,  who  madeonly  81,000,000 
yards  of  cloth. 

Now,  sir,  it  will  be  seen,  by  a  comparison  of  these 
two  statements,  that,  if  the  100^000  persons,  in  the 
year  1815,  had  made  a  quantity  ol  cloth  in  the 
same  proportion  to  their  num^^s,  as  the  manu- 
facturers near  Boston  did,  instead  of  81,000,000 
yards,  which  they  did  make,  they  would  have 
made  500,000,000  yards.  It  will  be  seen,  also,  that, 
taking  the  quantity  of  cloth  which  they  actually 
did  make,  to  wit,  61,000  000  yards,  and  allowing 
the  same  proportion  to  the  persons  eneaffed,  as  in 
the  manufactory  near  Boston,  (called,  I  believe, 
the  Waltham)  instead  of  100,000  persons,  there 
ought  only  to  have  been  16,200  engaged  in  the 
manufacture.  And  what,  let  me  ask,  is  the  cause 
of  the  enormous  difference  between  these  two  re- 
sults? Sir,  the  book  itself  assigns  the  reason, 
which  I  will  give  you  in  its  own  words :  speaking 
of  the  product  of  the  Waltham  Factory^  it  says, 
^'  the  reason  why  the  result  of  this  calculation  so  tar 
^  exceeds  the  proceeds  of  the  labor  of  the  100,000 
^  manufacmrers  in  1815,  as  stated  in  page  201,  is, 
'  that  the  machinery  of  the  establishment  near 
'  Boston  has  been  brought  to  the  last  degree  of 
'  perfection ;  and  the  power  looms,  which  afford 
^  immense  facilities  to  the  operations,  were  Yery 
'  rare  in  1815."  Here,  then,  is  the  very  prhkcifde 
for  which  I  am  contending,  namely,  that  when 
we  have  the  best  kind  of  machinerv,  we  do,  in 
point  of  fact,  a  prosperous  business.  It  that  foe  the 
case,  I  contend  that  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that 
we  can  furnish  the  capital  to  purchase  this  ma- 
chinery, when  it  is  not  owned ;  and  if  the  manu- 
facturer have  this  capital,  he  wants  not  i^vern- 
mental  aid,  but  only  the  appropriation  of  his  own 
money,  together  with  ordinary  care  and  prudence 
in  the  management  of  the  establishment.  I  forgot, 
sir,  to  mention  another  decided  advantage  in  favor 
of  the  American  manufacturer,  which  is  the  greater 


cheapness  of  provisions,  a  consideration  enuilcd  to 
considerable  weight  in  the  account.    If  it  be  said^ 
the  wages  of  labor  are  higher  in  the  United  States 
than  in  Europe,  I  answer,  first,  tbat  the  same  sap- 
plemeot  to  the  Philadelphia  address,  to  which  I 
have  so  often  referred,  seems  to  consider  the  rate 
of  wages  as  not  being  any  considerable  objectioD. 
But  it  is  indifferent  to  me  whether  tkewagesof  labor 
be  considered  too  high  or  not.    Gentlemen  may 
have  this  point  either  way.    If  they  be  considered 
not  too  high,  then  there  is  norea8(m,npon  this  ac- 
count, to  ask  for  protection ;  if,  (m  the  contrary, 
they  be  considered  so  high  as  to  make  it  difficult 
for  the  American  manufacturer  to  Bostam  a  com- 
petition against  the  European,  thou,  there  results, 
from  that  fact,  an  inference  almost  inenstible 
against  our  manufacturing  at  present   To  make 
myself  understood  upon  this  point,  I  most  ask  the 
attention  of  the  Committee  to  the  nature  of  the 
WB^s  of  labor,  and  the  drcumstances  which  make 
it  high.    Capital  will  never  long  be  appropriated 
to  any  business  which  does  not  yield  the  ordinary 
profit.    The  wages  of  the  laboring  men  employed 
must  always  be  siiMucted  before  that  nofit  can 
be  calculated.    If,  then,  those  wages  be  hi^h,  and 
the  business  y«t  carried  on,  it  appears  satisuictorily 
that,  after  the  payment  of  such  wages,  it  iseapaUe 
of  yielding  the  usual  profit.    Any  description  of 
bosmess  which,  whilst  it  yields  the  usual  profit  to 
the  capitalist,  affords  higher  wages  to  all  the  labor- 
ing men  employed,  dian  any  othv  business,  is 
more  promotive  of  the  public  and  private  prosper- 
ity of  the  country  than  that  other.    Bat,  fiirther. 
the  rate  of  waffes  depends  upon  the  demand  for 
labor ;  as  that  demana  is  increased  by  the  increas- 
ing wealth  of  the  country,  and  cannot  otherwise 
be  increased,  so  the  greatest  degree  of  demand  will 
be  for  that  description  of  labor  which  is  aiost  pro- 
ductive.   When,  therefore,  I  am  told  that  the  pres- 
ent pursuits  of  tne  country  afibrd  high  irages  to 
labor,  and  so  high  that  manufacturers  cannot  nay 
them ;  I  answer,  then,  that  manufactaies  are  Jess 
profitable  than  those  pursuits,  and,  conaeqnently; 
they  ought  not  to  be  sustained  at  the  expense  oi 
pursuits  yielding  more  profit  than  they  do.   M 
sir,  why  ao  I  pursue  this  investigation  farther  ?   » ^ 
have  been  told,  by  the  Speaker,  that  there  are  mil- 
lions of  capital  now  waiting  for  and  seeking  an 
employment.    I  will  add,  that  I  have  understood 
a  large  sum  could  be  borrowed  by  the  Government. 
at  five  per  cent.    We  have  been  told,  too,  and  the 
declaration  has  been  iterated  and  reiterated,  tbat 
there  are  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  in  ^^ 
United  States,  who,  for  want  of  empbynnenii  ^. 
unable  to  maintain  themselves  and  fiimihes.  li 
all  these  ideas  be  correct,  then,  I  appeal  to  the  can- 
dor of  the  Committee,  whedier  manu&ctores  ougni 
to  receive  any  legislative  protection.    From  rcpr^ 
sentation,  it  would  seem  that  capital  is  dcrm^  | 
laborers  out  of  employment,  of  course  that  a  small 
profit  would  be  satisfactory,  and  that  ^^.^ 
labor  would  be  small ;   and  we  know  the  ac 
which  I  have  stated  to  be  correct,  that  oar  pr<^^^' 
sions  are  cheap,  our  materials  raised  at  homC)  an  , 
in  short,  if  we  have  the  machinery  saited  to  vn 
purpose,  that  we  have  every  ad  vantage  in  owriavt 
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except  that  of  experience,  and  e7en  that  we  can 
command  from  abroad. 

Yet  we  have  heard  the  most  dokful  Jeremiads 
in  relation  to  the  condition  of  the  mannfactures  of 
the  countrv;  we  have  been  told  they  were  lying 
prostrate  /or  want  of  enconra^ement:  we  hare 
been  told,  by  the  Speaker,  that,  in  travelling  to  the 
North,  he  inquired,  what  ruinous  building  is  that? 
and  was  answered,  it  is  a  cotton  factory.    And 
what  is  that  ?    Another  cotton  factory.    Indeed, 
sir,  the  desolation  of  the  mannfacturinff  establish- 
meats  has  been  described,  by  that  gentleman,  in  a 
manner  almost  as  impressive  as  are  the  hails  of 
Balclatha,  mrhere,  we  are  told,  that  the  rank  grass 
grows  upon  the  wall,  and  the  fox  peens  out  of  the 
window.     But,  sir,  if  mannfactnres  oe  prostrate, 
so  also  are  commerce  and  agriculture  lying  equally 
low  themselves,  needing  some  reanimation,  and  in 
this  prostrate  and  almost  inanimate  condition,  in- 
steaa  of  breathing  new  life  into  them,  they  are  to 
be  still  mare  oppressed,  by  heaping  upon  them  ad- 
diti<mal  burdens  m  favor  of  manufactnre&<^I  had 
like  to  have  said,  by  inflicting  upon  them,  in  part, 
the  punishment  of  peine  forte  et  dt^r^-^diat  is,  put- 
ting upon  theon  as  much  as  they  ten  bear,  and 
more  than  they  can  bear.    In  ordet  10  understand 
and  duly  to  appreciate  the  complair  ts  of  the  man- 
ufacturers, it  behooves  us  to  take  a  tdiort  retrospect 
of  the  htftory  of  the  country;  that  retrospect  will 
show  as,  first,  that  the  apparently  unprosperous 
condition  of  manufactures,  compared  with  what 
it  was  a  few  years  ago,  is  the  result  of  adventi- 
tious circumstances,  and  that,  therefore,  it  is  not 
to  be  remedied  by  any  permanent  system  of  legis- 
lation ;  and,  secondly,  tnat  the  same  circumstances 
have  also  greatly,  if  not  equally,  afiected  the  other 
sreat  interests  of  society,  and  that,  therefore,  the 
remedy  for  the  sufferings  of  the  one  is  not  to  be 
found  in  a  system,  the  effect  of  which  will  be  to 
increase  the  sufferings  of  the  others.    Without  de- 
taining the  Committee,  to  inquire  minutely  into 
the  causes  that  led  to  it,  the  fact  is  of  universal 
notoriety  that,  during  the  late  war  with  Great 
Britain,  and  for  some  time  after,  the  channel  of 
circulation  in  the  United  States  was  filled  to  over- 
flowing with  a  paper  currency,  the  prevailing  one 
of  the  country.    One  of  the  immeoiate  causes  of 
this,  was  the  countenance  afforded  by  public  omn- 
ion  to  the  banks,  (the  paper  mints,)  m  suspending 
specie  payments,  and  thus  removing  the  only 
effectual  restraint  upon   the  cupidity  of  stock- 
holders.   This  led,  not  only  to  the  moltiplication 
of  new  banks,  but  to  the  excessive  issue  of  paper 
from  tHI  old  ones.    I  promised  the  Committee, 
however,  not  to  detain  them  with  an  inquiry  into 
the  causes,  and  I  will,  therefore,  proceed  with  the 
assumption  of  the  fiict,  that  the  country  was  de- 
luged with  an  inundation  of  paper  currency :  for 
the  amount,  I  refer  you,  sir,  to  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  from  which  it  will  be 
seen  that,  from  the  year  1816  to  the  close  of  the 
year  1819.  the  currency  of  this  country  had  been 
reduced  from  about  8110,000,000  to  about  46,- 
^KK),000. 

The  profits  of  manufacturing  had  been  such 
during  the  war,  that  many  were  allured  to  embark 


in  it,  and  a  ereat  portion  of  them  without  an  ade- 
quate capital  of  their  own,  but  deriving  resources 
from  the  facility  of  bank  accommodations.  The 
{preat  depreciation  of  the  currency,  on  account  of 
Its  excessive  quantity,  caused  every  description  of 
property  to  sell  extravagantly  hign.  This  would 
nave  been  nominal  only,  if  the  currency  had  con- 
tinued of  its  then  value ;  but  its  subsequent  great 
and  actual  appreciation  has  fatally  proven  that, 
what  was  only  a  nominal  high  price  in  the  com- 
mencement, has  turned  oot  to  be  aetaaUy  so,  to  the 
rum,  or  at  least  embarrassment  of  thousands. 
Thus,  a  considerable  portion  of  the  investments 
in  manufacturing  ettaolislifiEients  was  made  whilst 
every  thing  was  at  or  near  the  acme  of  extrava- 

Snt  price,  and  in  many  instances,  too,  upon  a 
rrowed  capital  This  was  not  confined  to  man- 
ufacturers; every  interest  in  the  country,  and 
amongst  others,  the  agticultoral,  has  been  deeply 
affectMl  by  this  state  of  things.  Whenever,  from 
any  cause,  the  circulating  medimn  of  a  country 
begins  to  undergo  a  itpid  depreciation,  the  imme- 
diate and  necessary  effect  is,  that  every  kind  of 
property  begins  to  be  represented  by  more  doUan, 
the  number  of  which  increases  as  the  depreciation 
increases.  This  is  almost  universally  considered 
a  rise  in  the  actual  value  of  property,  and  hence  a 
spirit  of  speculation  is  awakened  amongst  all 
classes  of  the  community;  purchases  are  made, 
contracts  are  entered  into,  as  if  the  present  prices 
were  not  only  to  continue,  but  to  increase.  Soon, 
however,  depreciation  reaches  its  height,  and,  ac- 
cording to  tae  course  of  human  affairs,  the  cur- 
rency begins  to  move  in  a  contrary  progress ;  ap- 
preciation now  marches  with  as  gigantic  strides 
as  depreciation  had  done  before ;  and  the  conse- 
quences are  seen  in  the  ruin  of  thousands,  who, 
but  yesterday,  as  it  were^  seemed  to  be  in  a  tide  of 
prosperity.  The  condition  of  the  United  States 
IS  a  practical  commentary  upon  this  reasoning. 
Within  three  or  four  years  past,  the  fiirmer  got 
two  dollars  per  bushel  for  his  wiieat ;  the  cotton 
planter  thirty  cents  for  his  cotton;  the  tobacco 
planter  from  twenty  to  thirty  dollars  per  hundred 
for  his  tobacco;  contracts  and  purchases  were 
made,  predicated  upon  this  state  of  things ;  lands 
which,  a  few  years  before,  had  sold  at  ten  and  fif- 
teen dollars  per  acre,  now  sold  for  twenty  and 
thirty ;  slaves,  who  had  sold  at  four  or  five  hun- 
dred, now  sold  for  eight  hundred  or  a  thousand ; 
and  so  of  all  the  other  transactions  in  society. 
The  great  bulk  of  society  cannot  distinguish  be- 
tween a  rise  in  price,  which  is  the  result  of  depre- 
ciation in  the  currency,  and  that  which  proceeds 
from  actual  appreciation  in  the  value  of  property. 
Now,  sir,  the  more  clearly  to  illustrate  my  idea, 
let  me  take  some  individual  contract  for  the  pay- 
ment of  one  thousand  dollars;  five  hundred  bu^- 
els  of  wheat,  at  two  dollars  per  bushel,  would  dis- 
charge it.  But  let  us  suppose  that,  though  wheat 
sold  at  this  price  when  the  contract  was  made,  it 
fell,  before  it  was  dischaiged,  to  one  dollar.  Here 
it  is  obvious  that  half  the  amount  remains  unpaid, 
though  the  resources  are  the  same.  Now  what  is 
true  as  to  this  single  transaction,  is  equally  true  as 
to  all  the  contracts  in  society ;  and  consequently, 
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upon  the  hypothesis  stated,  half  of  all  those  contracts 
would  remain  unsatisfied,  though  the  resources  in 
kind  were  as  great  at  the  period  for  completing  the 
contracts  as  when  they  were  made.  The  report  of 
the  Treasury  furnishes  a  pretty  good  standard  of 
the  actual  degree  of  embarrassment  in  complying 
with  the  contracts  of  society.  There  are  5>45,- 
000,000,  out  of  which  to  comply  with  engagements 
entered  into  when  the  circulatmg  medium  amounted 
to  $1 10,000,000.  Let  every  gentleman  bring  home 
to  himself  the  difficulty  which  he  would  feel  in  per- 
forming his  contracts,  if  his  cash  were  reduced  in 
the  proportion  of  from  $110  to  $45,  and  he  will 
at  once  realize  the  whole  embarrassment  of  all  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  whose  currency  is  re- 
duced, it  appears,  in  that  proportion.  In  this  em- 
barrassment the  manufacturers  participate,  in  com- 
mon with  their  fellow-citizens  of  every  other  class ; 
and  this  view  of  the  subject  will  show  that  the 
manufacturers  mistake  greatly  in  the  mode  in 
which  they  estimate  their  profits.  That  estimation 
should  be  made,  not  upon  the  nominal  amount  of 
their  capital  invested,  but  upon  what  it  is  now 
worth.  Sir,  I  know  that  this  change  has  operated 
severely  upon  them;  but  I  have  shown  that  it 
operates  equally  upon  the  agricultural  and  all  other 
interests  in  society.  Take  the  case  of  the  farmer. 
If,  sir,  we  were  to  estimate  the  profits  of  a  Vir- 
gfinia  farmer  upon  the  nominal  amount  of  his  cap- 
ital in  lands,  slaves,  dbc,  three  years  ago,  with  a 
sale  of  his  produce  at  the  present  prices,  none 
scarcely  would  make  two  per  cent.,  few  would 
make  one,  and  thousands  not  half  an  one. 

But,  sir,  I  wish  to  present  another  view  of  this 
subject,  which  will  meet  many  of  the  complaints 
which  have  been  urged.  This  view,  I  acKUOw- 
ledge,  does  not  apply  to  the  manufacturer,  who 
commenced  upon  a  borrowed  or  fictitious  capital, 
and  who  is  now  indebted  for  the  original  invest- 
ment ;  but  surely  it  is  not  the  purpose  of  any  gen- 
tleman to  fnrnisn  such  persons  the  means  or  reim- 
bursement of  the  capital  which  they  have  borrow- 
ed, and  injudiciously  invested:  that  would  be  to 
make  us  the  insurers  against  tne  losses  of  all  the 
improvident  speculators  in  the  country,  and  would 
be  as  unreasonable  as  to  relieve  the  farmers  of  the 
country  who  had  made  injudicious  purchases  of 
land.  Then,  sir,  let  us  take  the  case  of  a  manu- 
facturer, who  owes  nothing  for  his  manufacturing 
establishment,  which  I  will  suppose  to  be  paid  for 
with  his  own  funds,  and  I  will  show  that  a  much 
less  apnarent  profit  will  be,  to  him,  intrinsically  as 
valuable  as  a  greater  apparent  profit  would  have 
been  a  few  years  ago.  In  1816  cotton  sold  at  30 
cents  per  pound,  now  at  not  more  than  fifteen; 
provisions,  and  every  thing  necessary  for  the  main- 
tenance of  labor,  are  now  much  cheaper  than  they 
then  were.  See  the  operation  of  these  things; 
suppose,  in  1816,  a  bushel  of  wheat  sold  at  91  50, 
and  that  it  now  sells  at  one  dollar ;  if,  in  1816, 
cotton  cloth  sold  at  30  cents  per  yard,  and  now  it 
sells  at  20  cents,  it  is  substantially  lust  as  sood  a 
sale ;  for,  though  there  is  a  nominal  rail  of  fifty  per 
cent,  in  the  money  price,  yet  the  true  value  of  any 
thing  is  the  quantity  of  the  produce  of  other's  la- 
bor which  it  will  command ;  and  now  twenty  cents 


will  command  as  much  of  that  produce  as  ibirty 
did  a  few  years  affo. 

I  could  multiply  illustrations  of  this  kind,  but 
these  will  be  sumcient  to  show  that  a  part  of  the 
complaints  of  manufacturers  is  founded  upon  a 
mistaken  mode  of  estimating  their  profits,  and  an- 
other part,  upon  estimating  the  Bominal  or  money 
price  of  tneir  fabrics,  for  the  actual  or  iutrinsic 
value,  or  the  power  which  they  gire  in  command- 
ing the  labor  of  others.  Another  great  error,  in 
estimating  the  profits  of  manafactures,  is  this :  I 
have  already  shown  to  the  Committee,  that  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  estimated  the  number  of 
persons  engaged  in  the  cotton  manufactory  in  1815 
at  100,000.  1  have  also  shown  you  that,  with  the 
aid  of  machinery,  such  as  there  is  at  Waltham,and 
taking  the  number  of  hands  there  as  the  standard. 
16,200  persons  would  have  been  sufficient.  Now. 
sir,  supposing  that,  whilst  the  price  of  erery  thing 
else  has  fallen,  the  wages  of  labor  should  remain 
the  same,  and  supposing,  too,  what  I  think  extra- 
vagant, that  $150  each  ought  to  be  estimated  as 
the  wages,  though  nine-tenths  of  them  are  women, 
boys,  and  female  children^  yet,  in  this  item  alone, 
there  is  an  over-estimate  in  the  expenses  of  $12,- 
570,000. 

We  have  been  told,  however,  that  England  ha^ 
derived  her  immense  wealth  from  manufactures. 
and  we  have  been,  therefore,  much  pressed  with 
the  weight  of  her  example.  I  have  already  endea- 
vored to  show  that  in  this  country  a  different  ap- 
propriation of  capital  is  more  prrataUe,  and  that. 
therefore,  it  is  impossible  to  increase  the  national 
wealth  by  diverting  it  to  a  less  profitable  one.  If 
I  have  succeeded  in  this,  whatever  may  be  the  case 
in  relation  to  England,  ner  example  is  not  for  our 
imitation.  I  beg  leave,  however,  to  tell  gentlemen 
that,  although  England  has  derived  much  of  her 
boasted  wealth  from  manufactures,  yet  she  has 
derived  a  large  portion  of  it  from  various  other 
sources;  she  has  had,  for  a  lonpr  series  of  years, 
with  the  unavoidable  interruptions  of  war  onlj, 
the  most  extensive  foreign  commerce  in  the  world; 
she  for  a  long  time  had  the  monopoly  of  the  com- 
merce of  the  United  States,  then  her  colonies;  she 
now  has  it  of  her  American  and  West  India  colo- 
nies; but,  above  all,  she  has  derived  immense 
wealth  from  her  East  India  possessions.  What- 
ever may  have  been  the  fate  of  her  East  India 
Company,  the  nation  itself,  per  fu  avt  wfas,  by 
monopoly  and  oppression,  have  been  much  enrjcn- 
cd  from  that  extended  empire,  embracing  a  native 
population  of  forty  millions  of  people.  Let  us  for 
a  moment  inquire  into  this  somewhat  11  detail: 
Colquhoun,  a  modern  British  writer,  informs  us, 
that  the  gross  revenue  of  the  East  India  Gom^* 
ny's  possessions  amounts  to  upwards  of  ^^^'!^ 
000;  the  same  writer  states  that  there  are  6,0W 
British  people,  who,  as  civil  and  military  omco?, 
receive  salaries  of  from  £200  to  £10,000.  Besides 
the  East  India  Company,  there  are  in  their  terri- 
torial possessions  4,000  free  British  merchant; 
from  salaries,  and  from  the  profits  of  the  free  tm^i 
large  sums  are  accumulated  by  individual  ^J^^ 
find  their  way  to  the  mother  country.  1'  ^^  fT*^^ 
that  almost  all  the  gross  revenue  is  expended  "^ 
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the  company's  possessions ;  but  I  refer  the  Com- 
mittee to  the  history  of  that  suffering  country,  to 
conjecture  of  how  much  they  have  been  plundered 
by  the  natives  of  England,  who  return  to  their  na- 
tive land  to  riot  upon  the  spoils  which  their  rapine 
has  produced.  I  speak  upon  the  authority  of  Col- 
quhoun,  when  I  say  that  England  has  been  much 
enriched  from  that  source.  But,  after  all,  what  is 
this  boasted  wealth  of  England  ?  Is  it  distributed 
amongst  the  people  at  large,  so  as  "to  scatter 
pJcnty  over  a  smiling  land?"  No.  sir,  it  is  collect- 
ed into  the  hands  of  comparatively  a  few ;  in  the 
language  of  another,  "  it  sprouts  into  wens  and  tu- 
mors, and  collects  in  aneurisms  which  starve  and 
palsy  the  extremities." 

Sir,  the  emblem  of  England  is  a  painted  sepul- 
chre— fair  without,  but  carious  within.  View  that 
country  at  a  distance,  and  you  see  a  powerful  navy, 
an  extensive  commerce,  and  a  great  system  of 
manufactores,  promising  almost  boundless  wealth ; 
but  lift  the  curtain — take  a  nearer  view — and  you 
behold  mach  more  to  regret  than  to  admire.  Such 
a  view  will  present  to  you  the  following  picture :  the 
country  mortgaged  as  it  were  by  a  debt,  the  mere 
interest  of  which  is  greatly  more  than  the  principal 
of  our  national  debt;  this  interest  paid  to  the  public 
creditors,  who  are  less  than  one  million  in  number, 
whilst  the  whole  population  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  ia  between  sixteen  and  seventeen  millions. 
To  pay  this  interest  and  the  current  expenses  of 
Government  a  revenue  was  raised  for  the  year  1819, 
(which  for  that  single  year  was  £54,000,000  ster- 
^^%i)  equal  in  our  currency  to  considerably  more 
than  double  the  whole  capital  of  our  national  debt, 
and  then  leaving  a  deficiency  of  ^614,000,000.  The 
taxes  to  meet  this  enormous  expenditure,  supposed 
to  be  at  least  four  pounds  sterling  to  every  man, 
woman,  and  child ;  the  poor  rates  for  1815,  esti- 
mated at  X7,800,000,  equal  to  $34,632,000—^  sum 
considerably  largjer  than  the  whole  annual  expen- 
diture of  the  United  States'  Grovernment,  includ- 
in^  the  Sinking  Fmid  of  $10,000,000~the  paupers 
estimated  as  being  ^between  a  fifth  and  a  sixth  part 
of  the  whole  popomtion  of  England.  S  uch  are  some 
of  the  outlines  of  the  picture  which  England  pre- 
sents. There  is  indeed  much  wealth  in  the  country, 
but  so  distributed  as  to  make  extreme  riches  and  ex- 
treme poverty— a  state  of  things  which  I  ardently 
hope  never  to  see  existing  in  the  land  which  gave 
me  birth. 

Before  I  quit  this  part  of  the  subject,  I  cannot 
forbear  to  ^1  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to 
an  estimate  made  of  the  immense  productiveness 
of  znanufac tores,  in  the  Address  of  the  Philadelphia 
Society,  first  number  of  the  new  series.  It  is  there 
stated,  and  attempted  to  be  shown  by  calculation, 
that  the  cotton  manufacturers  of  Manchester,  with 
a  bale  and  a  half  of  cotton,  costing  only  seventy- 
five  dollars,  by  working  it  up  into  cotton  cloths, 
investing  the  proceeds  in  cotton,  manufacturing 
this  cotton  in  the  same  manner,  and  thus  carrying 
OQ  the  business  in  successive  operations,  can  in 
'20  raonths  create  a  product  equal  to  $62,428,000. 
Astonishing,  indeed !  If  this  calculation  be  cor- 
rect, Tvhat  pursuit  in  the  United  States  can  be  so 
profitable  as  manufactures  ?    None  can  approach 


it ;  and  therefore,  in  this  view,  the  aid  of  Govern- 
ment would  not  only  not  be  necessary,  but  the 
extreme  of  injustice. 

But,  say  gentlemen,  it  is  necessary  to  adopt  this 
policy,  with  a  view  to  render  us  independent  of 
foreign  nations.  Sir,  if  by  this  he  meant  that  we 
ought  to  have  within  ourselves  the  means  of  fur- 
nishing the  necessarv  ships,  munitions  of  war,  &c., 
then  we  are  independent.  But,  if  gentlemen  mean 
to  say  that  we  ought  to  be  independent  of  all  other 
nations  in  all  those  various  articles  which  minis- 
ter to  our  convenience  or  luxury,  then  it  is  equiv- 
alent to  a  declaration  that  we  ought  to  have  no 
commerce.  For,  what  is  commerce  but  an  ex- 
change of  equivalents — an  exchange  of  those  things 
between  nations  of  which  they  are  mutually  and 
reciprocally  in  need ;  and  as  to  which,  therefore, 
there  is  a  mutual  and  reciprocal  dependence  ?  The 
true  principle  of  political  economy  is  this :  make 
yourselves  entirely  independent  of  the  world,  as  it 
respects  what  is  wdispensable  to  your  safety  and 
defence.  As  to  every  thing  else,  the  single  inquiry 
should  be,  of  whom  can  it  be  purchased,  so  as  that: 
with  the  same  sum,  the  greatest  quantity  of  equal 
quality  can  be  gotten ;  that  is,  in  other  words,  where 
can  it  be  got  cheapest  ?  For,  if  we  pay  more  where 
we  could  ^et  it  for  less,  one  part  of  this  dilemma 
is  inevitable-^ther  the  purchaser  is  injured  to  the 
amount  of  the  difference  which  the  manufacturer 
receives  as  a  profit,  or  if  that  be  necessary  to  sus- 
tain the  manufacturer,  then  the  community  is 
injured,  by  this  forced  and  unprofitable  appropria- 
tion of  the  capital  of  the  country. 

We  have  been  told,  however,  that  all  the  Gov- 
ernments in  Europe  which  have  not  encouraged 
manafactures  have  fallen  into  a  state  of  poverty ; 
and  we  have  had  the  examples  of  Spain  and 
Poland  presented  to  us  as  completely  illustrative 
of  the  proposition.  Gventlemen  might  have  found 
a  much  stronger  reason  for  the  pjoverty  of  these 
countries,  in  toeir  history  and  political  institutions. 
Poland  is  now  blotted  from  the  map  of  Europe  \ 
but  even  during  its  existence  as  a  State,  we  know 
that  the  feudal  system  was  in  full  operation  ;  that 
there  was  on  the  part  of  the  nobles,  the  most  aris- 
tocratic oppression  and  tyranny,  and,  on  the  ^rt 
of  the  great  mass  of  the  people,  the  most  abject 
dependence  and  slavery.  The  peasantry  of  the 
country  labored  not  for  themselves,  but  for  others ; 
they  labored,  therefore,  without  the  only  great 
stimulus  to  exertion ;  and,  consequently,  there  was 
neither  the  industry  nor  skill  which  we  find  in  a 
country  where  the  people  are  free,  and  where  they 
are  protected  in  their  rights  of  person  and  prop- 
erty. The  feudal  system  once  prevailed  in  Spam 
also ;  but  even  since  its  abolition,  the  Government 
of  that  country  has  been  of  the  most  wretohed 
kind;  their  tax  upon  the  exportation  of  specie 
made  it  less  valuable  than  in  the  other  countries  of 
Europe,  except  Portugal;  they  greatly  impeded 
the  intercourse  among  the  different  parts  of  the 
Empire  by  a  tax  upon  transportation ;  but,  above 
all,  the  administration  of  justice  was  so  imperfect 
as  to  protect  the  debtor  against  the  demands  of  the 
creditor,  and  thus  "  make  the  industrious  part  of 
^  the  nation  afraid  to  prepare  goods  for  those 
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<  haughty  and  great  men  to  whom  they  dare  not 
^  refuse  to  sell  on  credit,  and  from  whom  they  are 
^  altogether  uncertain  of  payment.*' 

These  are  the  reasons  why  these  countries  are 
poor,  and  why  no  kind  of  pursuit,  and  particularly 
that  of  manunctures,  is  carried  on  there  with  the 
same  industry  and  perseverance  as  elsewhere. 
Look  at  the  history  of  England  herself,  while  the 
feudal  system  ealled  that  people  with  all  its  fet- 
ters, and  you  find  that  manufactures,  as  well  as 
every  other  pursuit,  made  but  slow  progress  in 
that  country  alsa  What  villein  will  labor  like  a 
freeman  ?  None;  until  human  nature  is  so  formed 
as  that  we  will  labor  with  as  much  ardor  for  th« 
benefit  of  others  as  we  do  when  we  ourselves  are 
to  reap  its  fruits.  But  when  England  had  eman- 
cipated herself  from  feudal  thrudom ;  when,  by 
means  of  commerce,  and  otherwise,  she  had  accu- 
mulated an  immense  capital ;  when,  above  all,  she 
had,  by  her  ingemiity  and  capital,  first  invented, 
and  then  put  into  active  operation,  the  finest  ma- 
chinery in  the  world ;  then  she  took  the  lead  of 
the  rest  of  the  worl4  in  manufactures.  Have  you 
any  doubt  as  to  the  extent  of  the  influence  of  ner 
capital  and  maehinery  1  As  late  as  1782,  the  cot- 
ton manufactute  was  among  the  humblest  of  the 
domestic  arts,  and  did  not  exceed  X2,000,000  ster- 
ling. We  learn  from  Colquhous  that,  in  1812, 
the  product,  including  the  material,  was  £29,- 
000,000. 

Gentlemen  have  conceded,  that  the  proposed 
system  would  be  improper,  if  it  was  not  that  the 
nations  of  Europe,  and  especiallv  England,  have 
pursued  the  plan  of  positive  pronibition,  or  high 
duties  almost  amounting  to  prohibition,  towards 
us,  and  they  call  upon  us  to  imitate  their  example. 
The  first  answer  to  this  is,  what,  I  believe,  nas 
been  already  urged,  that  it  wotild  be  strange  con* 
duct,  because  foreign  nations  have  injured  us  by 
prohibition  or  hi^h  duties,  we  should,  therefore, 
injure  ourselves  still  more  by  creating  a  monopoly 
in  favor  of  a  part  of  our  own  citizens,  at  the  ex 
pease  of  the  rest.  But  let  us  now  trace  the  course 
of  the  finsiish  policy,  and  the  reasons  which  led 
to  it,  together  with  the  point  at  which  it  has  now 
arrived,  and  I  think  I  shall  be  able  to  show  that  it 
oaght  to  be  avoided,  not  pursued.  Governments 
as  well  as  individuals  seem,  at  times,  to  have  their 
hoblnes ;  perhaps  there  are  few  subjects  in  Kla<» 
tion  to  which  the  hobby  has  been  oftener  changed 
than  that  of  political  economy,  or  the  art  of  mak- 
ing a  nation  rich ;  at  one  tisfte.  the  commercial  or 
mercantile  system  is  the  fashion  of  the  day;  at 
anotheff  time,  the  doctrine  of  the  French  econo- 
mists prevails,  that  agriculture  is  the  only  source 
of  wealth ;  now  it  seems  that  manufactures  alone 
can  save  us  from  ruin  and  bankruptcy.  But  I  re- 
turn to  the  English  policy,  and  the  reasons  which 
led  to  it.  During  the  prevalence  of  the  mercan- 
tile svslem,  the  general  idea  was,  that  wealth  con- 
sistea  in  gold  and  silver,  and  that  a  nation  having 
no  mines  could  only  get  them  by  exporting  more 
than  it  imported.  By  the  use  of  this  kind  of  rea- 
soning, persons  interested  in  the  monopoly  of  the 
home  market  induced  the  Parliament  either  to  pro- 
hibit or  lay  heavy  duties  on  importation;  and 


those  concerned  in  the  foragn  market  also  pre- 
vailed, so  as.  in  some  instances,  to  ^t  bounties 
upon  exportation.  For  some  time  this  was  isub- 
mitted  to,  but,  at  last,  the  countrv  ffentlemen  began 
to  perceive  these  operations,  wnile  they  benefited 
certain  classes,  were  directly  at  their  expeD^e. 
With  a  view,  then,  to  counteract  their  effects,  the\' 
have,  after  strugslin^  at  different  times,  procured, 
as  ofl^ets,  the  followiiig  provisioos:  the  total  pro- 
hibition, except  from  Ireland,  of  cattle  and  salted 
provision,  an  exclusion  of  all  foieigD  com,  unless 
when  the  scarcity  is  such  as  to  luse  the  price  to 
eiffhty  shillings  per  quarter,  a  moao|N)lypnce,aDd 
a  bounty  upon  the  exportation  of  taetr  own  com. 
Now,  sir,  I  ask  the  Committee  whether  a  system 
of  policy  can  be  worthy  of  our  imititioQ,  which. 
setting  out  upon  entirely  false  principles,  creates  a 
monopoly  in  favor  of  one  part  of  the  comrounity 
at  the  expense  of  the  other,  and  then  seeks  to  re- 
store the  equality  by  a  set  of  couatemiling  pro- 
visions in  favor  of  the  injured  party?  £quaiiu 
is  the  desideratum;  you  may,  after  faavio^made 
one  scale  much  heavier,  restore  the  eqnUibriiim  by 
putting  an  equal  weis[ht  in  the  other;  but  if  you 
put  a  weight  into  neither  scale,  the  equilibrium 
has  never  been  destroyed.  Thus  it  appears  that 
all  which  can  be  hoped  for.  after  piles  of  regula- 
tions as  high  as  Atlas,  woiud  be,  by  legislation  to 
restore  an  equality,  which,  by  Icgination,  we  haii 
destroyed.  My  course,  therefore,  is,  to  reman 
where  we  are,  and  not  disturb  the  balance  becau'^ 
we  may  afterwards  restore  it;  ifj  however,  wt 
must  imitate  the  English  system  in  nrtlhcpt 

gentlemen  will  give  it  aU;  apart  of  which  is  3 
ounty  upon  the  exportation  of  their  corn.  If  geQ- 
tlemen  will  give  us  a  sufficient  bounty  on  the  ei- 
portatioD  of  our  breadstufi^  that  wouM  restore  u> 
to  our  original  equality.    But,  it  is  said  that  £flg- 
land  imposes  a  duty  upon  our  wool.   Do  not  gen- 
tlemen see  that,  unless  that  duty  is  drawn  back, 
upon  exportation,  to  the  United  Sutes,  it  operates 
to  the  advantage  of  the  domestic  masafactorer, 
bw  increasing  the  cost  of  the  British  article?  And. 
if  it  be  drawn  back,  then  it  is  eatiiflr  neotialtzed. 
England,  also,  say  gentlemen  gives  oer  manufac- 
turers a  drawback  upon  exportation;  and,  in  some 
instances,  a  bounty.    It  requires  oatf  to  define  the 
terms  drawback  and  botmty,  to  see  that  there  is 
nothing  is  this  complaint.    The  drawback  apos 
the  English  manufacture  is,  where  an  excise  duir 
is  imposed  by  the  British  Govennefit,  wfajcli 
raises  the  pice  at  home ;  but,  as  they  cannot  re- 
late the  foreign  market,  therefore,  upon  the  ex- 
portation, they  draw  back  this  excise^  in  ordff 
that  their  people  may  come  into  foreign  cotnpeti- 
tion,  not  encumbered  with  this  increase  of  cost- 
The  case  of  the  bounty  ia,  if  possible,  still  pttifl'^5 
it  is  given  only  where,  without  this  aid;  thesrt'* 
cles  could  not,  upon  exportatwn,  withstand  » f^^""' 
eign  competition.    Any  article  thus  situaieo,  i^^ 
obvious,  cannot  injure  the  American  minoac- 
turer;  that  is,  if  the  bounty  be  not  too largej*^/^' 
if  it  be,  the  British  Government  has  «»JJ^  ! 
people  in  favor  of  a  particular  class,  and  tftfO/*^^ 
argument  is,  that  we  must  inflict  a  ii^  "*J"^^ 
upon  the  American  citizen,  in  favor  of  the  sam 
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class ;  an  argument,  the  weight  of  which  it  is ' 
submitted  to  the  Committee  to  appreciate. 

We  are  warned  by  gentlemen  that,  unless  we 
establish  domestic  manufactures,  to  the  exclusion 
of  foreign,  we  shall  import  more  than  we  export, 
and  thus  produce  national  bankruptcy.  That  may, 
and  actually  has,  happened  with  one  or  more  par- 
ticular countries.  Tnus,  for  a  series  of  years,  from 
1805  to  1811,  the  balance  of  trade  with  England 
was  against  us,  to  the  amount  of  upwards  of  $26,- 
000,000  per  annum.  Whilst,  however,  this  may 
be  the  case  as  to  one  or  more  countries,  it  is 
obvious  that  it  cannot,  for  any  length  of  time,  be 
the  case  in  relation  to  the  whole  circle  of  our  com- 
merce. If  the  whole  of  our  exports  for  any  con- 
siderable time  should  fail  short  of  the  wholc'of 
our  ioanorts,  a  debt  to  the  amount  <^  the  diffitrence 
would  be  created  against  us,  which  would  iniure 
us  by  afiecting  the  exchange  disadrantageousfy  to 
us.  It  would  iniure  our  credit,  too ;  and,  finiuly, 
even  if  we  would  go  on,  it  must  slop,  for  want 
of  credit ;  for,  as  ii^ividuals  will  not,  so  neither 
will  nations,  part  with  their  property  without  an 
equivaleat.  But,  sir,  another  enectnal  check  to 
this  is  in  otirsdves.  Amongst  every  people,  as 
there  will  be  some  misers,  so  there  will  be  some 
prodigals,  who  will  run  into  wild  and  excessive 
expa&ditnre;  bat  the  great  mass  of  every  com* 
munity  are  governed  by  pradential  considerations, 
and  wiil  confine  their  ex[)enditure  within  their  in- 
come; and  if,  from  any  miscalculation,  they  should 
outstep  the  proper  limits,  they  have  a  perpetual 
tendency  to  fail  again  within  them :  aceordmgly, 
sir,  you  will  find  this  hypothesis  confirmed  by  l<xut* 
iag  at  the  report  of  the  Treasury  Department ; 
from  that  you  will  find  that  the  customs  in  1815, 
amounted  to  upwards  of  $36,000,000 ;  in  1816,  to 
somewhat  more  than  927,000.000 ;  and.  in  1817, 
only  to  about  $17,000,000  and  a  half;  thus  prov- 
ing, ineontestably,  from  ofiScial  documents,  that 
our  imports  were  diminished  more  than  one-half 
between  the  years  1815  and  1817.  Let  not  gea- 
tlemeo,  then,  alarm  them<»elves  with  the  illusory 
apprehension  that,  withoul  this  system,  we  shaU 
bring  on  national  ruin  by  exoeasive  importation ; 
the  corrective  to  that  evil  may  be  safely  trusted  to 
the  people. 

The  advocaieaof  this  bill,  after baving  exhausted 
all  their  stores  of  argrument  in  its  favor,  as  apply- 
ing to  the  general  principles  upon  which  they  at-? 
temnc  to  support  it,  have  addreraed  themsdves  di* 
rectiy  to  the  agricultural  interest,  and  endeavored 
to  show  that  the  enoonragement  of  manufactures, 
by  legislative  aid,  is  indispensable  to  the  prosperity 
of  a^cultare.  Whilst  I  fori  oUi^d  to  them  foe 
the  nad  dispositions  they  have  manifested  towards 
thai  interest,  I  must  beg  leave,  for  myself  and  for 
my  coQstitaettts,  to  say,  that  we  choose  to  judge 
for  oorselTes  as  to  the  means  of  promoting  our 
individxial  prosperity ;  and  that,  as  we  think  they 
woi^d^  in  this  mstance,  (no  matter  how  good  the 
intenlftoft)  do  us  an  injury^  instead  of  a  benefit,  we 
most  be  excused  fordeclinmg  their  profiered  kind- 
ness. But  permit  me  to  examine  their  arguments 
upon  this  point.  They  remind  us  of  the  present 
very  low  price  of  agricultural  produce,  and  then 


tell  us  that  the  effect  of  the  encouragement  of  do- 
mestic manufactures  will  be,  to  give  us  a  sure, 
steady,  and  better  market.  In  the  first  place,  1 
wottla  remark,  that,  if  upon  this  point  we  are  con- 
tent, I  do  not  see  why  gentlemen  should  feel  so 
much  uneasiness  in  relation  to  our  interest ;  even 
more  than  we  should  feel  ourselves.  It  at  least  does 
not  belong  to  them  to  complain  of  the  low  price 
of  agricultural  produce,  which  I  have  alieady  had 
occasion,  in  the  progress  of  this  argument,  to  show, 
operates  directly  as  a  bounty  on  manufactures.  Bat, 
sir,  the  promise  of  a  better  market  at  home  than 
abroad,  is  perfectly  delusive,  as  I  will  now  attempt 
to  prove.  It  is  agreed  on  all  hands  that,  if  this  bill 
pass,  we  shall  pay  a  higher  price  for  manu&ictnred 
artides.  Now,  sir,  let  me  call  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  to  the  relative  price  of  wheat  and  do- 
mestic clothi  (which  I  some  time  since  noticed  lor 
a  diffesent  purpose,)  in  ordor  to  illustrate  my  pre- 
sent view.  Suppose  that  I  should  even  receive 
one  dollar  twenty-five  cents  for  the  bushel  of  wheat, 
for  wluch  I  now  get'  only  a  dollar ;  if,  in  conse- 
oaenoe  of  this  bill,  the  cloth,  which  I  formerly  got 
for  twenty  cents  per  yard,  be  raised  to  thirty,  the 
effect  will  be,  that,  wmlst  the  nominal  price  of  my 
wheat  win  be  raised,  its  aetnal  valne  will  be  di- 
minished ;  that  is  to  say,  the  same  quantity  will 
command  leas  of  the  jproduce  of  others'  labor, 
which  is  the  true  test  of^value 

The  Speaker  has  holden  out  to  us  a  discoursjir- 
ing  prospect  indeed,  in  relation  to  our  market  for 
agricultural  produce.  He  has  told  us  that,  as  we 
now  scarcely  have  any  market  abroad,  our  situa- 
tion, in  this  respect,  will  be  ccmtinually  becoming 
worse ;  that  our  surplus  will  increase  in  the  ratio 
with  our  increasing  population,  so  as  that  it  will 
be  impossible  for  us  to  command  a  foreign  market 
for  it.  Sir,  the  very  foundation  of  the  Speaker's 
arffument  fails  in  this,  that  our  suiplos  produce 
wul  not  increase  in  pronortion  to  our  increasing 
population.  The  principles  of  Malthus  upon  this 
subject,  I  hold  to  be  undeniably  true,  that  popula- 
tion has  a  perpetual  tendency  to  increase  beyond 
the  means  of  subsistence ;  and  that,  whilst  food 
increases  arithmetically,  it  is  of  the  nature  of  pop 
Illation  to  increase  geametrieaUy ;  that  is,  withm 
given  periods,  to  double  whatever  was  the  capital 
stock  at  the  last  preceding  period.  It  makes  no 
di£Gerence  that,  in  this  country,  our  population  is 
sparse,  and  our  territory  immense.  These  circum- 
stances only  prove,  that  the  time  will  be  more  dis- 
tant when  population  will  reach  the  limits  of 
food,  and  thereoy  be  impeded ;  but  they  do  not  at 
ail  a&et  the  truth  of  the  general  principles;  and, 
in  our  legislation  upon  this  great  question,  this  or 
the  next  year  should  not  constimte  our  horizon, 
but  we  should  look  along  the  hue  of  time,  and 
lenslate  for  futurity. 

Lict  us,  then^  bring  these  principles  to  a  practical 
test,  by  applying  them  to  the  United  Stiites.  It 
has  been  computed,  upon  the  best  statistical  data 
that  we  have,  that  our  population  is  duplicated  in 
every  period  of  twenty-three  years  and  a  fraction 
of  a  year.  Supposing,  then,  the  capital  in  the 
present  year,  1820,  to  be  ten  millions,  the  next  pe- 
riod of  twenty-three  years  would  give  us  twenty 


2079 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


2080 


H.  OP  R. 


Revision  of  the  Tariff. 


April,  1S20. 


millions,  and  the  next,  that  is,  in  the  year  1666, 
would  give  us  forty  millions.  Now,  it  is  palpable 
that  our  subsistence  will  not  increase  in  tne  same 
proportion.  I  speak  not  now  of  the  rich  lands  of 
the  West,  whose  productive  powers  are  such  that, 
as  far  as  they  extend,  they  would  tend  considera- 
bly to  supply  the  deficiency  of  the  old  States.  Let 
it  be  remembered  that  the  attachment  which  we 
feel  to  the  natcde  solum  is  so  strong,  that  but  few  of 
us  emigrate  to  the  wilderness  who  have  a  tolerable 
prospect  of  support  in  our  native  place.  Under 
the  influence  of  this  principle,  I  think  it  would  be 
a  large  calculation  to  suppose  that  one  per  cent, 
of  our  population  emigrate  annually ;  which,  sup- 
posing the  capital  to  he  ten  millions,  would  be  one 
nundred  thousand.  The  remaining  nine  millions 
nine  hundred  thousand,  then,  would  remain  upon 
the  soil  which  they  formerly  occupied ;  and  we 
know  by  experience  that,  without  great  industry 
and  application,  and  without  a  meliorating  system 
of  husbandry,  the  soil  not  only  does  not  improve 
so  as  to  double  its  productive  powers  in  about  twen- 
ty-three years,  but  that  it  does  not  improve  at  all ; 
nay,  that  it  will  be  in  a  continual  state  of  deterior- 
ation ;  the  direct  consequence  of  which  is,  that 
there  will  be  a  continually  increasing  necessity  for 
more  labor  to  raise  the  same  quantity  of  agricultu- 
ral produce ;  and  if,  even  with  the  best  system  of 
huscMindry,  the  produce  of  the  soil  could  be  dou- 
bled once  or  twice,  no  one  will  say  that  it  could 
go  on  increasing  indefinitely,  like  the  population 
to  be  fed  from  it.  in  a  geometrical  progression. 
This,  which  is  thus  far  hypothetical  reasoning, 
may  be  shown  to  be  a  fact  in  the  history  of  our 
country,  by  reference  to  the  Statistical  Annals  of 
Dr.  Seybert.  From  them  it  will  appear  that  the 
maximum  quantity  of  flour  ever  exported  from  the 
United  States,  was  in  the  year  1817,  being  one 
million  four  hundred  and  seventy-nine  thousand 
one  hundred  and  ninety-eight  liarrels;  that,  as 
early  as  1803,  there  were  exported  one  million 
three  hundred  and  eleven  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fif^y  three  barrels,  having  inceased  in  fourteen 
years  only  one  hundred  and  sixty-seven  thousand 
three  hundred  and  forty-five;  whereas,  to  have 
kept  way  with  the  supposed  increase  of  population, 
it  shoula  have  been  the  result  of  a  diversion  of  the 
labor  of  the  country  to  some  other  employment, 
then  I  answer,  that  supposition  equally  well  suits 
the  purposes  of  my  argument ;  for  it  proves  tfaAt 
the  people  of  the  country  know  their  own  interest 
sufl&ciently  well,  without  governmental  interfe- 
rence, to  chanse  the  employment  of  their  labor 
and  capital  whenever  their  interest  requires  it 
Let  it  be  left  with  them,  and  the  moment  which  is 
proper  for  the  change  will  be  indicated  by  their 
interest.  As  long  as  agriculture  affords  them  the 
same,  or  nearly  the  same,  profit  as  other  appropri- 
ations of  capital  and  labor  do,  they  will  pursue  it ; 
whenever  it  begins  to  fail  to  do  this,  at  that  pre- 
cise point  of  time,  without  the  Government  keep- 
ing watch  and  ward,  it  will  flow  over  into  some 
other  channel.  Look  at  the  clear  proof  that  the 
people  know  how  to  change,  and  that  they  will 
change,  the  application  of  their  capital  and  labor, 
in  the  Treasury  report  of  the  exports  of  1819.    It 


appears  from  that,  that  in  1819  we  exported  only 
750,660  barrels  of  flour ;  whereas,  as  I  have  just 
said,  but  two  years  sooner,  to  wit  in  1817,  we  ex- 
ported 1,479,198  barrels.  The  Committee  may 
rest  assured  that  the  capital  and  labor  of  the  coun- 
try were  not  idle,  but  were  employed  in  some  other 
way.  And,  indeed,  sir,  if  gentlemen  could  even 
imagine  a  state  of  things  in  which  we  could  not 
find  a  market  abroad  for  one  barrel,  we  could  yet, 
even  in  a  mere  change  of  taste,  find  an  obvious 
resource.  From  the  same  Treasury  report  it  ap- 
pears that  there  were  imported  into  the  United 
States,  in  the  year  1818,  6,052,453  gallons  of  for- 
eign spirits.  We  should  only  have,  in  the  last  re- 
sort, to  convert  our  grain  into  spirit,  and  thus  we 
should  at  once  dispose  of  nearly  four-fifths  of  all 
the  wheat,  the  flour  from  which  was  exported  last 
year.  And  whenever  the  time  arrives  that  we 
have  no  foreign  market,  or  from  other  causes,  it 
shall  become  our  interest  to  do  so,  1  tell  gentlemen 
we  shall  neither  need  the  advice  nor  the  coercion 
of  Gk>vemment  to  induce  us  to  do  it. 

It  has  been  said,  however,  and  insisted  on,  with 
much  earnestness,  that  agriculture  has  been  aided 
by  Qovemment,  and  that  the  very  bill  now  under 
discussion  guards  it  by  protecting  duties.    We 
are,  therefore,  called  upon,  in  the  name  of  justice, 
to  afford  a  reciprocal  protection  to  manufactures. 
One  single  fact^  and  the  consequences  palpably 
deducible  from  it,  furnish  a  conclusive  answer  to 
this  argument;  it  is  this,  that  our  agricultural  |n-o- 
ducts,  particularly  the  three  great  staples  of  the 
country,  cotton,  flour,  and  tobacco,  successfully 
sustain  the  competition  in  foreign  markets.     Now 
the  only  benefit  which  they  could,  by  possibility, 
derive  from  protecting  duties,  would  be  in  the 
home  market;  but  to  say  that  articles  which,  when 
exported,  and  when,  therefore,  they  can  derive  no 
aid  from  this  Gbvemment,  can  maintain  them- 
selves in  foreign  markets  af|;ainst  the  competition 
of  like  foreign  articles,  require  that  aid,  in  order  to 
maintain  themselves  against  the  same  articles, 
coming  into  competition  with  them  in  the  home 
market,  is,  to  advance  a  proposition  in  such  pal- 
pable hostility  with  every  principle  of  political 
economy,  that  it  needs  but  be  stated  in  order  to  be 
refuted.    It  cannot  be  necessary  to  undertake,  by 
serious  argument,  to  prove  that,  if  either  the  price 
at  which  we  can  afford  to  sell,  or  the  quality,  give 
us  the  preference  abroad,  that  preference  cannot 
be  lost  at  home,  when,  in  addition  to  these  adran- 
tages,  we  have  the  farther  advantage  of  being  ex- 
empt from  the  cost  of  exportation,  and  the  foreign 
articles  are  encumbered  with  the  disadvantage  of 
being  subject  to  the  cost  of  importation. 

Sir,  I  will  not  trouble  the  Committee  longer.  I 
have  attempted  to  prove  that  the  propose  system 
is  incompatible  witn  sound  policy,  because  it  will 
diminish  the  wealth  of  the  nation:  that  it  is  in- 
compatible with  justice,  because  it  will  promote 
the  interest  of  one  class,  at  the  expense  of  another 
class  of  the  community.  If  I  have  succeeded  in 
this,  it  follows  that  the  bill  ought  not  to  pass,  and 
such,  1  trust,  will  be  its  fate. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Massachusetts,  addressed  the 
Chair  as  follows: 


2081 


HISTORY  OF  CIONOIUSSS. 


2063 


APBi^  1820. 


ReviHon  uj  the  TaHff. 


H.  OF  R. 


Mr.  Chairioan:  To  comjilaiQ  is  tUe  stroagest 
propensity  of  the  human  mind,  and  evinces  the 
greatest  ingratitude.  We  look  at  history  and  view 
the  bright  side  only  of  the  past ;  witlT  confident 
hope  we  contemplate  the  future;  but  we  endure 
the  present  with  anxiety  and  r^et.  This  pre- 
disposition is  encouraged  by  others,  who  would 
conviooe  us  that  their  aid  is  necessary  to  relieve 
us  from  our  embarrassments.  The  doctor  must 
msLgoify  the  danger  of  his  patient,  that  he  may 
acquire  the  reputation  and  profit  of  the  cure. 
This,  and  a  confidence  in  ourselves  to  improve 
upon  the  wisdom  or  detect  the  follies  of  others, 
have  produced  all  the  projects,  schemes,  and  inno- 
vations, which  have  agitated,  embarrassed,  and 
distressed  the  ivorld.  Whence  those  rank  specu- 
lations w^ich  have  ended  in  distress  and  ruin? 
Whence  the  Mississippi  and  South  Sea  projects, 
Mr.  Law's  bubble,  and  the  Earl  of  Oxford's  iblly, 
and  the  other  wild  and  extravagant  schemes  which 
threatened  at  once  to  inundate  Europe  and  to  in- 
volve the  jpeople  in  one  universal  ruin?  From  an 
excess  of  legislaition,  which  tempted  and  provoked 
the  inquietude  of  the  people.  Nine  tenths  of  the 
evils  which  have  been  inflicted  upon  mankind, 
originated  in  governing  too  much. 

Look  at  the  people  of  the  United  States;  cast 
your  eye  over  ten  millions  of  freemen,  spread  over 
an  inunense  territory,  possessing  every  facility  of 
soil,  water,  and  climate.  Inquire  into  their  ne- 
cessities and  indinations,  and  ask,  what  is  the  re- 
lief which  they  most  need?  and  they  will  tell  you, 
to  be  let  alone. 

Sir,  there  is  not  a  country  in  the  world  where 
the  three  great  branches  or  industry,  agriculture, 
manufactures,  and  commerce,  can  engage  in  so 
equal  a  competition  as  in  the  United  States.  This 
doctrine  of  letting  the  branches  of  industry  alone, 
has,  6v  the  Speaker  and  others,  been  assailed  and 
ridiculed.  But  it  is  sound,  legitimate  doctrine. 
An  officious  intermeddling  m  the  affiurs  of  indi- 
viduals j  an  attempt  to  regulate  their  ordinary  em- 
ployments, or  divert  their  habitual  industry  from 
Its  usual  channel,  is  equally  impolitic  and  unjust. 
Every  man  understands  his  own  interest  and  will 
pursue  it.  Regulate^  therefore,  the  difierent  bran- 
ches of  industry  as  little  as  possible — I  say  as  lit- 
tle as  possible,  because  I  agree  that  the  maxim, 
"let  the  people  alone,"  admits  of  the  following 
exceptions  3  1st.  Aid  a  necessary  branch  of  indus- 
try in  its  infancy  according  to  your  means.  2d. 
Support  that  which  is  essential  to  national  safety. 
3d.  Countervail  foreign  restrictions  where  you  can 
do  it  with  a  prospect  of  success.  4th.  Impose  bur- 
dens for  the  support  of  Cxovernment.  The  three 
first  are  discretionary;  the  last  is  indispensable. 

But  as  the  Legislature  of  a  nation  cannot  create 
wealth,  and  as  every  aid  to  one  branch  equally 
subducts  from  the  others,  it  becomes  us  to  inquire 
into  the  relative  conditions  of  the  difierent  employ- 
ments in  the  United  States,  and  see  what  are  the 
necessities  of  our  manufactories  and  what  relief 
We  can  aflbrd  to  bestow. 

The  pretensions  of  this  class  of  people  is  urged 
in  the  most  piteous  strains.  To  read  their  peti- 
tions and  hear  the  arguments  of  their  advocates, 
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we  should  presume  that  manufactures  had  been 
excluded  from  all  favor,  and  cast  ofi'as  an  illegitir 
mate.  While  you  are  fostering  commerce  aa4 
agriculture,  say  gentlemen,  the  poor  depressed 
manufacturer  is  left  to  take  care  of  himself.  Is 
commerce,  then,  so  very  flourishing?  Is  agiicttL- 
ture  the  favorite  child  ?  No,  sir.  Asriculture  gets 
no  favors  here.  You  have  your  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  your  Committee  of  Manufacture^ 
who  ably  and  indefatigably  support  those  respect- 
ive interests.  But  where  is  your  committee  of 
agriculture  ?  Merchants  and  manufacturers  were 
never  over-modest  in  complaining  or  asking  for 
favors,  nor  very  delicate  in  ureing  their  meritori- 
ous services  upon  the  consideration  of  Govern- 
ment. But  the  farmers,  scattered  and  separated 
from  each  other,  doomed  to  a  life  of  constant  Iim- 
bor,  have  no  time  to  complain.  Nor  are  they  re- 
membered here,  except  when  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  seeks  the  avenue  that  leads  to 
their  pockets,  and  seizes  upon  the  products  of  theur 
industry,  to  pacify  the  importunities  of  manufacr 
turers. 

Sir,  the  manufacturers  of  the  United  States  are 
more  favored  and  better  protected  than  those  of 
any  other  country.  This  will  be  deemed  a  bold 
assertion.  But  I  invite  gentlemen  to  examine  for 
themselves.  Let  them  look  at  the  British  protect- 
ing duties,  and  deduct  from  these  encouragements 
the  poor  rates,  the  excise,  ai^d  other  burdens,  the 
British  manufacturer  has  to  endure,  and  then  an- 
swer the  question,  has  not  the  American  man^ 
facturer,  on  the  whole,  the  advantage? 

The  Speaker  has  given  us  a  melancholy  descrip- 
tion of  a  cotton  factory  which  he  saw  unoccupied 
and  with  the  windows  broken  out.  Indeed  1  A^d 
I,  tooj  have  passed  by  several  dwelling-houses  of 
very  industrious  farmers  that  never  had  any  win- 
dows in  them ;  and  the  reason  was,  that  the  Bos^ 
ton  and  Pittsburg  factories  had  been  so  well  pro- 
tected that  theseiarmers  could  not  a&rd  to  pu^ 
chase  the  glass. 

The  truth  is,  the  whole  country  is  distressed. 
The  manufacturers,  from  the  encouragement  givien 
hy  the  war,  and  your  protection  had  been  extrav- 
agant and  prodigal.  Rash,  unskilful,  and  imprn- 
dent  men,  with  nominal  capital,  had  commenced 
on  a  larffe  scale,  and  had  failed,  as  a  matter  <^ 
course.  Many  such  instances  can,  no  dou^t,  be 
cited;  and  these  are  the  cases  of  distress  whiph 
have  been  so  feelingly  described.  But  when  were 
the  facilities  to  manufacturers  ereater  than  at 
present  ?  One  gentleman  fron^  New  York  (Mr. 
Stours)  has  told  you  that  your  produce  is  rotting 
on  your  hands  that  your  commerce  is  at  an  end, 
and  you  can  sell  nothing  abroad.  Another  gen- 
tlenum  from  the  same  State  (Mr.  Gross)  has 

Si^en  you  to  understand  that  manufactures  will 
onrish  when  you  cannot  sell  your  surplus  pro- 
duce to  advantage  abroad.  If  these  premises  are 
true,  the  conclusion  seems  to  be  irresistible,  that 
the  present  is  a  most  favorable  time  for  your  man- 
ufactures. 
In  perfect  accordance  with  these  sentiments,  t,he 


Speaker  has  contended,  that  waqt  of  C4^tal  was 
the  root  of  tbe  evil,  and 


has  given  us  an  instant 
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where  great  capitalists  can  succeed  now  with  pro- 
fit and  advantage.  In  the  course  of  his  observa- 
tions he  admitted  that  there  was  a  redundancy  of 
capital  in  the  United  States,  inactive  and  lifeless, 
and  that  the  capitalists  of  Philadelphia  had  offerea 
the  Oovernment  a  loan  of  twenty  millions  at  five 
per  cent ;  and  yet  the  manufacturers  cannot  suc- 
ceed for  want  of  capital !  Sir,  I  don't  know  how 
these  contradictions  are  to  be  reconciled.  Ade- 
quate capital  and  a  prudent  management  will,  no 
doubt,  insure  success.  Money  can  he  had  on  most 
favorable  terms,  and  to  any  amount.  It  is,  more- 
over, a  fact,  that  the  manufacturers  have  now 
protections  and  facilities  that  are  not  realized  in 
any  other  country :  yet  they  are  not  satisfied.  The 
merchant  whose  ships  are  rotting  at  his  wharves, 
and  the  farmer  whose  produce  is  perishing  for 
want  of  a  market,  must  mcur  new  burdens  to  sat- 
isfy the  cupidity  of  these  manufacturers.  And.  as 
though  notnins  had  been  done,  they  ask  for  a  lit- 
tle relief.  A  Tittle  relief!  Then  you  have  done 
nothing  3^et.  Is  your  last  tarifif  nothing?  Is  the 
modification  made  two  years  ago,  to  their  full  sat- 
isfaction, nothing?  Pass  thb,  and  in  two  years 
more  this  will  be  nothing. 

The  obiect  of  a  protecting  duty  is  to  exclude 
foreign  fabrics,  and  to  give  a  monopoly  to  your 
own  manufacturers,  or  give  them  the  advantage 
in  the  market^  by  raisins  the  price  and  diminish- 
ing the  quantity  of  the  foreign  article. 

An  entire  exclusion  is  a  tax  on  the  consumer, 
and  leaves  him  to  the  mercy  of  the  manufacturer. 
A  partial  exclusion,  or  a  rise  in  the  price,  has  the 
same  operation  in  a  different  de^ee.  It  is  idle, 
indeed,  to  pretend  that  a  competition  at  home  will 
supply  the  want  of  foreign  competition,  and  soon 
produce  a  depression  of  price.  That  can  never 
take  place  until  your  market  is  amply  supplied  by 
your  own  artists — an  event  not  speedily  to  be  ex- 
pected. In  the  meantime  commerce  is  to  be  shack- 
led, and  the  farmer  to  be  subject  to  a  monopoly 
which  he  can  neither  resist  nor  counteract.  He 
has  a  surplus  for  which  there  is  no  brisk  demand. 
He  is  consequently  subjected  to  a  home  competi- 
tion, which  puts  his  own  produce  in  the  power  of 
the  manufacturer.  Bv  these  high  protecting  du- 
ties, therefore,  you  enaole  the  manufacturer  to  buy 
and  sell  upon  his  own  terms.  To  buy,  because 
the  farmer  has  competitors ;  to  sell,  because  the 
manufacturer  has  none. 

I  am  aware  that  it  has  been  contended,  that  the 
fanner  and  planter  who  produces  the  raw  mate- 
rial, will,  by  this  protection,  find  a  better  market 
at  home :  and  the  Speaker  has  told  us  that  this 
will  be  tne  case,  particularly  in  regard  to  cotton. 
But  the  cotton  planters  will  scarcely  swallow  this 
bait.  That  the  increase  of  your  cotton  factories 
^ives  an  additional  demand  for  the  raw  material 
m  the  home  market  is  readily  admitted.  But, 
what  is  to  be  the  efiect  of  a  tax  on  foreign  fabrics, 
the  raw  material  of  which  you  furnish)  Your 
cotton  fabrics  from  abroad  come  charged  with  an 
additional  duty;  if  the  increase  of  the  price  is 
equal  to  that  of  the  duty,  it  allows  of  a  correspond- 
ing increase  of  the  home  fabric,  and  this  will  con- 
stitute a  tax,  which  will  fail  on  the  consumer. 


Should  this  be  the  case,  the  raw  cotton  will  expe- 
rience no  diminution,  but  probably  a  small  a^ig- 
mentation,  of  price.    This,  however,  cannot  1^. 
By  bringing  the  home  and  foreign  fabrics  together 
into  the  market,  the  price  will  not  be  increased 
equal  to  the  impost,  and  the  foreign  manufacturer 
will  find  his  profits  diminbh  to  nearly  the  amount 
of  the  increase  of  the  impost.    He  must,  therefore, 
if  he  can,  remunerate  himself  for  this  loss  by  a  de- 
pression of  the  raw  material ;  as  his  capital  and 
the  nature  of  his  fabrics  will  enable  him  to  keep 
them  for  a  good  market,  and  the  planter  will  be 
driven  to  the  necessity  of  a  speedv  sale,  a  depres- 
sion of  the  price  of  raw  cotton  will  be  experienced, 
which  the  home  demand  will  not,  for  years,  com- 
pensate.   The  result  will  probably  be,  that  the 
price  of  the  foreign  fabric  will  be  augmented,  and 
that  of  the  raw  cotton  diminished,  and  that  the 
impost  will  be  divided  between  the  cotton  planter 
and  the  American  consumer  of  the  manufactured 
cotton. 

But,  exclude  entirely  or  partially  the  foreign 
fabric,  by  excessive  duties,  and  you  inevitably  en- 
courage smuggling.  Make  your  laws  as  you  will, 
they  will  be  violated  in  proportion  to  the  tempta- 
tion. The  severity  of  punishment  diminishes  the 
probability  of  conviction,  and  men  will  be  left  to 
calculate  between  probabilities  of  detection  and 
gain.  Although  it  would  be  paying  a  poor  com- 
pliment to  the  morality  of  the  people  to  extend 
this  observation  to  crimes  of  a  malignant  cast,  yet, 
as  it  regards  evading  revenue  laws,  experience 
proves  that  the  remark  is  just  It  is  not  from  a 
relaxation  of  morals  in  merchants  that  this  is  the 
case.  Merchants  are  like  other  men,  and  subject 
to  like  temptations.  The  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania (Mr.  Balowin)  and  the  Speaker  might 
have  dispensed  with  their  sarcasms  on  this  class 
of  men.  Was  it  liberal  to  throw  the  odium  of  the 
proceedings  of  Castine,  the  Essex  Junto,  and  Hart- 
ford Convention,  upon  the  whole  body  of  the  mer- 
chants ?  Sir,  it  is  with  mortification  that  I  am 
compelled  to  admit  some  disgraceful  tiansactions 
in  my  section  of  the  country :  but  I  trust  that  such 
transactions  are  by  no  means  limited  by  geographi- 
cal lines.  And  it  is  scarcely  prudent  for  membcfs 
of  the  same  family  to  engage  in  speaking  of  each 
other  dishonorable  truths.  It  mav  BSbra  amuse- 
ment to  their  neighbors,  who  would  heax  the  mu- 
tual charges  with  a  malignant  satisfaction,  but  it 
will  depreciate  the  rejHitation,  and  impair  the  har- 
mony of  the  family.  I  might  possibly  indulge  in 
a  few  retorts  to  put  gentlemen  on  their  suard. 
No  portion  of  the  country  is  without  its  faults. 
Even  Pennsylvania,  the  land  of  Penn,  of  Frank- 
lin, and  the  chairman  of  the  Manufacturing  Com- 
mittee. Pennsylvania,  proverbial  for  her  simpli- 
city and  unvarnished  morality,  has  some  stains 
upon  her  mantle.  If  I  do  not  very  much  misre- 
coUect,  something  of  an  insurgent  spirit  was  once 
exhibited,  not  far  from  the  district  represented  by 
the  chairman.  Whether  whiskey,  or  the  want  of 
it,  was  the  cause,  I  don't  remember,  but  it  has 
usually  been  termed  the  Whiskey  Insurrection. 
Another  case,  much  later,  of  a  spirit  of  oppuffua- 
tion,  was  witnessed  in  the  same  State.    I  don't 
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remember  the  particulars,  bat  it  related  to  a  United 
States  jadffment,  and  a  certain  General  Bright 
had  something  to  do  with  it.  It,  however,  was 
not  considered  as  a  verv  hrighi  affiiir.  And  even 
the  S{)eaker,  had  he  looked  at  home,  might  have 
found  instances  of  a  like  character,  without  casting 
a  sneer  at  the  northeast.  I  trust  he  has  not  for- 
gotten the  Washila  expedition,  and  the  interest 
that  certain  Kentuckians  were  suspected  to  take 
in  in  prosecution.  Our  memories  nave  been  re- 
freshed on  the  subiect  at  this  very  session.  I  will 
not  proceed  further.  These  are  familv  faults, 
which  should  not  be  mentioned  abroad.  They 
are  onlv  hinted  at  here  to  remind  gentlemen  of 
the  oldf  proverb — ^''Let  those  who  live  in  glass 
houses  take  care  how  they  cast  stones  at  their 
neighbors'  windows." 

But  I  as  little  agree  with  my  colleague  (Mr. 
Whitman)  in  his  eulogy,  as  witn  the  other  gen- 
tlemen in  their  censure  or  the  merchants.  I  was 
not  a  little  surprised  to  hear  his  ascription  of  the 
payment  of  three  or  four  hundred  millions  to  the 
merchants. 

There  is  no  principle  better  settled  or  understood 
than  that,  with  few  exceptions,  the  impost  falls  on 
the  consumer.  The  merchants  pay  it  sometimes 
in  advance ;  bat,  generally,  after  collection  from 
their  customers :  they  have  no  more  merit  for  the 

Payment  than  the  collector  who  transmits  it  to  the 
^reasunr.    The  former,  like  the  latter,  becomes 
responsiole  for  the  tax,  and  it  is  much  to  their 
credit  that  they  have  responded  with  ^eat  punc- 
tuality, and  that  the  Government  has  hitherto  lost 
but  forty-five  cents  in  the  hundred  dollars  by  their 
failures.    I  wish  I  could  say,  that,  after  the  money 
reaches  the  Treasury,  it  is  converted  to  its  proper 
purposes  with  no  greater  dilapidations.    Mercnants, 
as  well  as  others,  will  evade  the  laws^  when 
prompted  by  strong  temptations.    Such  is  man. 
^^  Lead  us  not  into  temptation,"  is  an  invocation 
prescribed  by  one  who  well  knew  the  frailty  and 
depravity  of  the  human  heart.    It  is  even  doubtful 
whether  our  best  and  firmest  men  would  wish  a 
trial    of  their  virtue  against  some  temptations. 
There  are  assailable  points  in  every  human  fortress. 
The  depravity  ana  misery  which  follow  a  habit 
of  smoming,  are  better  perceived  than  described. 
If  the  Coneress  of  the  United  States  have  no 
power,  hut  by  individual  example,  to  inculcate 
virtue,  they  should  at  least  take  care  how  they  in- 
dulge in  i^islation  which  shall  encourage  vice. 
Snact  laws  which  public  sentiment  shall  resist^  or 
cupidity  evade ;  let  such  evasion  become  familiar, 
and   detection  and  punishment  rare;  let  habit 
confirm  what  interest  and  inclination  suggested, 
and  it  becomes  at  once  an  example  and  a  signal  to 
despise  all  Icg&l  restraints,  and  hold  in  contempt 
the  authorit^f  irom  whence  they  emanated. 

But  this  is  not  all ;  smuggling,  to  a  degree  af- 
fecting the  market,  destroys  all  benefit  intended  for 
the  manufacturer,  and  throws  the  impost  off  the 
consumer  upon  the  merchant.  The  smuggler  can 
undersell  him,  and  deprive  him  of  the  power  to 
enhance  his  goods  to  the  amount  of  the  impost. 
The  foreign  goods  being  low  in  the  market,  the 
manufacturer  has  failed  of  his  object 


When  the  protecting  duty  is  successfully  laid, 
it  falls  on  the  consumer.  It  ought,  therefore,  to  be 
made  to  bear  as  equally  as  possible;  to  touch 
lightly  on  the  necessaries  of  life ;  and  by  no  means 
to  impair  the  national  defence.  What^  then,  is  the 
character  of  your  increase  upon  cofiee,  iron,  sugars, 
molasses,  and  salt  ?  These,  sir,  are  become  neces- 
saries of  life,  and  for  the  last  year  the  revenue  from 
them  amounted  to  four  millions.  You  propose  to 
increase  them  on  susar,  cofiee,  and  sheet-iron,  one- 
fifth  ;  salt,  one-fourtn ;  rolled  iron,  one-third ;  bar 
and  bolt,  two-thirds ;  and  molasses  and  castings, 
double.  Is  this  equal?  Iron  is  a  necessary  of 
life,  and  in  a  degree  a  raw  material.  A  tax  on 
this  is  borne  by  every  farmer  in  the  Atlantic  States. 
Not  a  nail  driven  into  the  shoe  of  his  horse,  but  is 
encumbered  with  the  impost.  It  is  also  a  tax  on 
manufacturers  of  hardware  generally.  Why  is  it 
necessary  ?  The  expense  ol  manufacturing  a  ton 
of  bar  iron,  including  a  fair  manufacturing  profit, 
and  excluding  the  stock  of  which  it  is  made,  is  not 
fifty  dollars.  Add  the  stock,  and  you  would  not 
bring  it  above  ninety.  Yet  these  manufacturers 
ask  a  duty  of  twenty-five,  equal  to  one-half  the 
making  and  profits,  and  to  more  than  one-fourth 
of  the  value.  When  the  tariff  was  modified,  two 
years  aeo.  the  manufacturers  were  satisfied  with 
fifteen  dollars,  and  they  now  ask  an  addition  of 
two-thirds  of  that.  When  will  they  be  satbfied  ? 
They  will  never  cease  to  ask  so  long  as  you  wiU 
continue  to  srant. 

Sugar  and  molasses  are  manufactured  in  but 
small  quantities  in  the  United  States,  in  proportion 
to  the  consumption;  the  land  is  cheap,  and  the 
planters  need  not  the  existing  duties  to  insure  them 

Erofits,  and  even  fortunes.  Thejpeople  of  the  East 
ave  a  large  trade  with  the  West  Indies.  Our 
provisions  and  lumber  are  exchanged  there,  prin- 
cipally for  these  articles.  The  molasses  is  distill^ 
into  rum ;  and  this  business,  hitherto  carried  on  to 
considerable  extent,  can  scarcely  survive  the  ex- 
isting duty.  This  must  be  abandoned — and  you 
destroy  the  West  India  trade,  and  drive  us  round 
the  Florida  Capes  and  up  the  Mississippi,  a  voyage 
equal  to  one  across  the  Atlantic,  to  purchase  these 
articles,  without  the  means  of  paying  for  them. 
And  for  what  purpose  ?  To  diminish  the  quantity 
of  spirits  distilled  from  molasses,  and  thereby  give 
bounty  on  the  whiskey  of  the  West. 


a 


But  the  most  outrageous  tax  is  that  on  salt— « 
necessary  of  life,  which  the  poor  man  must  use, 
even  more  than  the  rich.  The  existing  impost  is 
forty  per  cent,  upon  the  value,  and  this  must  be 
increased  one-fiftn  more. 

But  thb  is  not  all.  Your  fisheries  are  important 
to  theprosperity  and  safety  of  the  nation.  Why 
does  Great  Britain  give  such  an  enormous  tonnage 
bounty  on  her  fishing  vessels  ?  It  is  the  nurseir 
of  her  seamen,  whence  her  navy  is  supplied.  Such 
has  been  the  effect  of  this  bounty  in  years  of  scarcity, 
that  it  has  cost  the  nation  one  hundred  pounds 
sterling  for  every  barrel  of  fish.  Thebounty  which 
you  have  given,  is  only  intended  as  a  drawback  of 
the  duty  on  salt.  It  has  not,  hitherto,  proved  an 
equivalent,  and  the  balance  is  usually  against  the 
fishermen.    This  addition  falls  upon  them  without 
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9Xi  equivalent ;  and  this  tax  falls  almost  exclusirely 
on  the  Atlantic  States,  and  two-thirds  at  least  on 
New  England.  New  York  derives  a  revenue 
from  her  salt  works,  and  they  are  rented  upon  a 
condition  that  the  manufacturers  shall  sell  at  a 
stipulated  price.  The  West  will  never  feel  this 
tax.  The  Speaker  may  tell  me,  if  he  pieces,  of 
foreign  salt  at  Louisville.  Very  well.  Coals  also 
have  heen  sent  to  Newcastle,  and  British  manu- 
factures exported  from  the  United  States  to  Eng- 
land, and  sold  at  a  profit.  But  these  are  extra- 
ordinary cases,  and  prove  nothing.  I  ask  the 
8f)eaker,  or  any  gentleman  from  the  West,  whether 
it  is  not  a  settled  and  universal  opinion  there,  that 
they  shall  make  their  own  salt  ?  These  four  mil- 
lions, paid  upon  these  necessary  articles  of  con- 
sumption, fall  almost  entirely  on  the  Atlantic 
States,  and  yet  they  must  be  increased.  Sir,  let 
gentlemen  smile  at  our  molasses  and  codfish,  but 
let  them  not  smile  at  our  expense.  There  is  an 
inequality  and  injustice  in  this,  that  is  intolerable. 
Molasses  doubled,  and  playing  cards  increased  one- 
sixth  only  !  Sir,  I  do  Qot  know  but  these  are  a 
necessary  of  life.  They  are  probably  an  article  of 
considerable  consumption  in  the  West,  for  whose 
benefit  the  tariff  seems  well  calculated.  Tax  the 
bar  iron  :  thev  will  make  enough  of  their  own ;  tax 
molasses,  and,  consequently,  the  spirits  distilled 
from  it :  they  prefer  whiskey ;  tax  the  salt,  and,  of 
course,  the  codfish :  they  prefer  catfish.  Tnus,  you 
perceive,  the  gentlemen  oeyond  the  mountains  are 
very  willing  to  impose  burdens,  from  which  they 
ana  their  constituepts  are  wholly  exempt 

But  this  is  defended  as  a  countervailing  system. 
What  has  hitherto  been  the  success  of  your  coercion 
on  other  nations  ?  Your  bill  regulating  the  West 
India  trade — what  has  been  its  effect  ?  I  do  not 
rejoice,  nay,  I  regret,  that  my  predictions  of  its 
success  have  all  been  verified.  I  would  not  have 
begun — but  I  would  now  go  on.  It  would  be  mor- 
tifying, indeed,  to  retract  a  system  of  coercion 
which,  but  two  years  since,  was  adopted  with  so 
much  deliberation  and  unanimity.  When  the 
Speaker  cites  this  case  as  an  instance  of  the  pro- 
priety of  regulations,  and  of  the  inconsistency  of 
geotlemen  who  oppose  the  tariff,  he  neither  has 
me,  nor  proves  his  case.  I  opposed  the  measure, 
and  the  hopes  of  its  advocates  nave  been  hitherto 
disappointed. 

But  what  part  of  your  tariff  is  to  operate  as  a 
countervailing  system  ?  Ten  per  cent,  on  articles 
imported  in  foreign  vessels  is  a  distinct  affair,  and 
has  no  connexion  with  the  principles  of  your  tariff 
It  resembles  a  tonnage  duty,  which  the  Speaker 
conisiders  so  favorable  to  cpmmerce.  It  is  the  first 
time,  I  confess.  I  ever  heard  that  a  discriminating 
tonnage  duty  facilitated  commerce.  This  is  a  tax 
on  carrying,  which  inevitably  diminishes  the  value 
of  the  article  carried.  It  haps  the  carrier,  unless 
it  is  met  by  other  nations  with  a  similar  discrimi- 
nation ;  in  which  case,  the  carrier  loses  one  way 
^hat  he  gains  the  other.  The  whole  export  and 
import  trade  is  burdened,  and  the  tax  falls  on  the 
manufacturer,  grower,  consumer,  or  merchant, 
eitlier  or  all,  accord  mjj  to  the  circumstances  of  the 
markets.    It  may  be  m  favor  of  the  shipping  ^in- 


terest, bat  every  facility  of  transportation  must  be 
beneficial  to  commerce,  which  consists  wholly  i& 
a  system  of  exchange. 

But  how  is  this  to  affect  your  revenue  1  Upo& 
the  articles  of  first  necessity,  to  which  1  have  re- 
ferred, there  will  probably  be  an  increase,  after 
deducting  for  the  diminution  of  the  coDsumption. 
This  $4,000,000  might  probahlf  be  iiicrea3ed  to 
$4,650,000.  Upon  teas,  spirits,  wines,  and  duck, 
which  producea  $5,000,000  last  vear,  there  is  no 
material  addition.  Your  first  dass,  which  you 
propose  to  raise  from  7i  to  12)  per  cent,  and  which 
yielded  ^179,076  97,  consisting  of  jewelry  and 
other  articles  of  large  value,  in  proportion  to  their 
buU£,  will  be  easily  smuggled,  and  will  foroish  no 
addition. 

The  same  remarks  will  apply  to  your  second 
clafif,  including  silks  and  oUier  valuable  articles, 
which  you  propose  to  raise  from  15  to  30  jier  cent, 
which  afforded  $2,916,828  75 ;  andthe  third  class, 
including  hardware,  which  produced  (1,916,906 
20,  and  which  you  propose  to  raie  from  20  to  25 
per  cent.  The  Quantity  regularly  imported  wiU 
be  much  diminished  by  a  diminution  of  consump- 
tion and  illicit  importations,  and,  instead  of  a  ma- 
terial increase  of  revenue  on  these.  I  should  not  be 
disappointed  if  there  should  be  a  talliojg  off.  Cer- 
tain specified  articles,  such  as  ale,  raisins,  and  red 
and  white  lead,  had  increased  one-third,  and  cocoa 
one-half,  and  all  of  which  last  year  yielded  $226,- 
129  77,  might  afford  you  an  increase  of  $50,000. 
The  other  specified  articles  yield  but  a  trifle,  and 
at  best  would  produce  a  petty  sum.  Doubling  the 
duty  on  raw  cotton  will  operate,  as  was  prowbly 
intended,  as  a  total  prohibition,  which  diminishes 
your  revenue  $126,562  26.  The  fouith  class,  in- 
cluding woollens,  cottons,  and  linens,  and  which 
you  propose  to  increase  from  25  to  33  per  cent, 
with  the  regulations  in  regard  to  the  minimum 
price^  wiU  create  a  serious  depression.  The  aru- 
cles  included  in  this  class  yielded  you,  the  last 
year,  $6,201,049.  The  immense  duty  on  all,  espe- 
cially the  coarse  cottons  and  linens,  by  fixing  the 
minimum  price  so  high,  will,  I  am  preUy  sure,  di- 
minish your  revenue  to  the  tune  of  more  than  two 
millions  annually.  Your  tariff,  then,  as  it  is,  take 
annually  from  your  Treasury  two  millions.  A 
considerable  diminution  seems  to  be  expected  by 
the  chairman  of  the  Manufacturing  Committee 
and  the  Speaker ;  and  we  are  told  that  the  impost 
must  be  abandoned  as  a  rotten  system !  A  system 
that  has  carried  the  nation  through  prosperity  and 
adversity,  through  peace  and  war,and  under  which, 
for  thirty  years,  our  population  and  wealth  have 
increased  oeyond  example,  must  be  abandonw  as 
rotten,  and  we  are  to  be  set  afloat  on  the  sea  of  ex- 
periment and  speculation.  .    . 

But,  sir,  who  have  made  the  impost  insufficiCDtf 
Why  does  it  fail  this  year  to  satisfy  the  public  ex- 
igencies? Because  it  is  regulated  more  with  a 
view  to  the  protection  of  manufactures  than  to  tfie 
protection  of  revenue.  With  reasonable  and  eftc- 
tual  protection  to  manufactures,  the  revenue  ^o*"^ 
even  now  be  ample.  But  you  embarrass  com- 
merce, and  discourage  agriculture,  to  paci^)'  ^ 
manufacturers;  you  mutilate  and  break  down  lae 
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systcTQ,  and  then  coodemn  it  as  rotten.  Ton  tan- 
talize and  upbraid  it  for  woands  which  you  your- 
selves bave  inflicted.  You  put  the  paixonons  cup 
toiu  lips;  you  compel  the  draughty  its  deleterious 
influence  paralyses  and  prostiaics  its  constitution, 
and  ihm,  with  a  malignant  sneer,  you  detest  ihe 
object  for  imperfections  and  impurities  which  yon 
have  comrauDicBted. 

But  upon  what  hypothesis  is  your  impost  to  de- 
preciate t  Hare  gentlemen  fallen  into  the  opin- 
lOD,  so  fondly  entertained,  thai  Europe  is  settled 
down  in  per^tual  peace  7  And  what  is  the  foun- 
dation or  thia  opinion  ?  Whatever  may  be  om 
wishes,  faowerer  strong  onrhopeSjSurely  experience 
is  opposed  to  the  prospect  of  lasting  tranquillity.  If 
war  IS  not  the  natural  slate  of  men,  most  certainly 
it  is  the  usoal  condition  of  the  nations  of  Europe. 
Look  back  upon  them  two  oenluries,  and,  during 
the  whole  period  vou  will  not  find  forty  years  of 
general  peace.  Taeir  relative  positions  and  polit' 
ical  condition  are  sources  of  almost  perpetual  wars. 
The  balance  of  power,  which  they  are  always 
fighting  for  and  never  obtain,  was  never  in  greater 
jeopardy  than  at  present.  Uneasy,  restless,  fever- 
ish symptoms  are  making  their  appearance.  The 
legitimates  are  trembling,  and  Ine  people  begin- 
ning to  think  of  their  rignts.  Europe  appears  on 
the  eve  of  a  convulsion,  terrible,  I  fear,  in  its  ope- 
rations, but  happy,  I  trust,  in  its  result.  Il'  it  Were 
our  duty  to  wish  that  the  present  condition  of 
Europe  should  be  permanent,  and  that  the  calm 
of  despotism  should  be  endured  rather  than  the 
evils  of  a  revolution,  siill  we  ask,  what  is  the  pros- 

F!ct?  Look  at  Spain,  look  at  the  events  in 
ranee,  and  the  Symptoms  in  Germany,  and  then 
calculate  on  probabilities.  The  scenes  we  are  to 
witness,  however  distressing,  will  give  an  activity 
to  the  commerce  of  the  United  Slates,  and,  like 
those  which  are  past^  increase  our  strength,  and 
improve  otir  prosperity.  Those  who  calculate 
therefore  on  commerce  and  revenue  fVom  a  long 
and  general  peace,  are  contradicted  by  evidence 
and  experience.  Pursae,  then,  your  old  system; 
look  at  the  future  through  the  medium  of  the  past ; 
be  guided  by  the  compass  of  experience,  and  you 
are  safe. 

But,  shotild  We  embark  in  this  new  speculation, 
renlure  opon  this  untried  experiment,  and^  calcu- 
bting  that  each  nation,  in  perfect  peace,  is  to  re- 
pose upon  its  ovim  resoutces,  adopt  this  Chinese 
policy,  what  are  to  be  your  ulterior  measnies? 
Create  a  motive,  force  a  necessitr,  and  sailors,  and 
merchants,  and  farmers,  must  become  manufac- 
torers,  or  quit  their  country.    Pass  this  bill,  and  it 


is  the  wfndilig-sheet  of  your  navy.  The  flag  of 
jronr  conntry,  the  star-spangled  banner,  which 
has  so  often  waved  in  triumph  over  your  enemies, 


md  secured  to  youi  nation  such  lasting  renown, 
must  be  furled,  stowed  away  in  sofaie  garret,  with 
worms  and  cobwebs,  and  your  glory  is  to  be  — 
signed  to  forge  tfutness. 

I  ask  ag&iti,  what  are  your  ulterior  measures! 
Abandon  your  rotten  system,  and  what  is  yOiir 
fobstitute?  Follow  up  your  measures,  and,  while 
proTidiitg  to  drain  the  Treasury,  give  us,  at  '*■'■ 
same  tnii«,  yom  means  to  replenish  it. 


Will  you  tax  the  manufacturers  to  aid  mann- 
factures?  They  will  scarcely  thank  yon  for  ihe 
aid.  To  take  from  a  man  as  much  as  you  bestow, 
confers  on  him  no  fkvor.  If  the  manufactnrers 
cannot  exist  without  protection,  they  surely  can- 
not endure  a  tax  equivalent  to  the  protection  re- 
Suired.  But  postpone  Ibis  tax,  say  Ihey,  Until  we 
ave  commenced,  and  are  in  the  full  tide  of  suc- 
cessful experiment,  and  we  shall  then  be  able,  and 

on  as  we  are  able,  we  shall  be  willing  to  re- 

the  favor.  Wail,  borrow  some  twenty  mil- 
to  replace  the  bounties  which  you  pay  to 
manufacmrers ;  do  this  in  a  time,  too,  when  they 
great  facilities  in  the  cheapness  of  labor,  pro- 
iiaiuns,  and  stock:  and,  when  the  price  of  tnese 
articles  shall  double,  as  they  probably  will,  What 
then  will  be  their  language  anout  taxes'!  Not  only 
forbear  your  tax,  bQt  give  us  more  aid.  We  ex- 
pect that  that  which  you  have  furnished  will  be 
augmented  to  keep  pace  with  the  aug^nentation  in 
theprice  of  onr  articles  of  consumption. 

The  result  is,  that  the  deficiency  rau^t  be  sop- 
plied  by  a  direct  talx.  It  is  inevitablL'.  Whoever 
voles  for  this  bill  creates  a  necessity  for  a  land 
tax.  I  solemnly  declare  that  I  never  will  agree  to 
tax  the  land  to  support  manufactures.  We  have 
heard  much  of  tne  equivalent  givin  us  in  the 
Constitution  for  slave  representation.  Our  zealous 
advocates  of  restriction  from  the  North  insisted 
that  the  fVamcrs  of  the  Constitution  expected  that 
we  were  to  be  compensated  in  direct  taxes  for 
slave  representation,  apportioned  on  the  same  prin- 
ciple, I  did  not  then  expect  the  eijuivalent  was 
■o  come  so  soon.  For  myself,  and  ihu  people  I 
-epiesent,  I  do  not  feel  much  gratitude  for  the 
favor.  No,  sir,  I  repeat  it,  so  long  a.^  I  have  Ihe 
power  I  will  continue  to  protest  against  a  land  tax 
'    support  manufactures. 

Bat,  sir,  are  you  sure  the  forcing  system  will  not 

Dve  injurious  to  the  manufacturers  ihAnselves? 
You  attempt  too  much  ;  expectation  fails,  and  a 
reaction  is  produced.  Begin  when  they  least  need 
it,  and  witnhold  yotir  hand  when  the  necessity 
presses,  and  the  expectations  which  you  haverabed 
will  end  in  disappointment  and  ruin. 

For  twenty  years  past  youi  [Ji.uiufacluring  in- 
dustry has  flourished  and  iiTL|>r<  vid  more  ihan  the 
other  branches.  I  might  a^rim  recur  lo  the  de- 
pression of  commerce  and  :itTii'uliurc,  and  urge, 
~  detail,  their  wants  and  di.-ircisc- ;  but  the  pres- 

re  is  known  and  felt.  Th<.'  Ijunlins  on  these  ate 
already  intolerable.  Manufa<' hiring  esiablishmeols 
are  msiking  a  progress  suSc  i> mly  rapid.  Within 
twenty  years  at  least  one  humlti  d  maniifaciuring 
comKinies  have  been  incorpijr.Liod  wliliiu  the  sin- 
gle State  of  Massachusetts  -.  many  of  Ihese  with 
large  capitals;  and  those  whuJi  li^iv.:  been  man- 
aged prudently  have  succeeLlid.  I  hope  never  to 
witness  ihe  period  when  our  ninnufacturers  shall 
hold  the  pre-eminence.  Lei  i!i'^  induslrir  of  the 
people  follow  its  own  chanuii,  and  all  will  be 
well.  To  transfer  ihe  peopl'  fruni  one  employ- 
ment to  another  is  an  unuiiuir.Ll  iirocess;  its  suc- 
cess in  this  cotintry  very  douiiLrul,  and  its  result 
win  be  unfortunate,  if  not  ruinous.  Would  you 
perpetuate  your  liberties,  tlien  encourage  and  in- 
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enlcate  that  education  and  industry  which  wiU 
accomplish  the  object  What  is  the  effect  of  large 
manufacturing  establishments?  Ignorance,  fac- 
tion, and  depravity.  The  Speaker  has  giv^  us 
an  account  of  the  discipline  and  education  in  a 
cotton  factory  highlv  interesting  and  fascinating. 
From  his  eulogy,  1  should  expect  that  he  would 
be  willing  to  send  a  daughter  there  for  a  polite 
education.  If  cases  contrary  to  this  do  occur,  he 
infers  that  it  is  an  abuse  of  tne  system.  Sir,  these 
suggestions  are  creatures  of  a  vivid  imagination. 
Had  I  that  gentleman's  magic  toncue,  I  would 

g've  you  a  picture  of  the  morality  ofgreat  manu- 
cturing  establishments,  ''To  rear  the  tender 
thought  to  teach  the  young  idea  how  to  shoot," 
to  instil  into  the  minds  of  our  youth  the  princi- 
ples of  freedom  and  the  precepts  of  virtue  and  re- 
ligion, in  a  cotton  factory,  a  furnace,  or  a  fflass 
works !  In  that  religion  which  is  inculcated  by 
inspiring  terror  you  might  succeed,  for  your  pup;l 
would  always  have  a  picture  of  the  infernal  re- 
gions before  nim. 

This  is  to  be  the  future  policy  of  the  West — 
the  West,  which  presents  unlimited  demands  for 
agricultural  industry,  must  be  converted  into  a 
vast  workshop !  Immense  tracts  of  uncultivated 
land  call  for  the  labor  of  the  farmer.  Florida  is 
to  be  ours,  if  we  can  get  it;  and  Texas,  we  are 
told,  is  ours  already.  The  last  is  described  by  the 
Speaker  as  so  delightful,  that,  in  comparison,  Mil- 
ton's description  of  Paradise  is  faint,  weak,  and 
insipid.  Yet  this  Elysium,  with  all  its  beatitude, 
must  be  abandoned  for  manufacturing  establish- 
ments. The  children  of  the  West,  with  bodies 
sjvightly^  vigorous^  and  elegant,  and  minds  free 
and  elastic  as  the  air  they  breathe,  are  to  be  caged 
and  cooped  up  in  a  dismal  dungeon.  Our  sons 
and  daughters,  who  are  to  become  the  fathers  and 
mothers  of  a  iree  and  sovereifi;n  people,  are  to  be 
instructed  in  the  principles  of  liberty,  in  this  pure 
and  perfect  school.  You  take  the  child,  swathe 
and  bandage  the  mind  to  direct  all  its  energies  to 
the  important  object  of  a  pin's  point  or  a  needle's 
eye;  you  bend  and  distort  the  body,  and  crush 
down  its  energies ;  you  subject  it  to  the  discipline 
and  mechanical  direction  of  a  mercenary  master ; 
and  this  is  to  be  the  defender  of  your  country  and 
its  liberties,  and  the  parent  of  a  race  of  freemen. 
Look  at  the  manufacturing  establishments  of  Eu- 
rope ;  see  the  poor  wretches  there,  doomed  to  per- 
petual imprisonment,  inhaling  a  foetid  atmosphere, 

.-.L  _  v_^       ^     ,  ,       ,     ,     .1     contain- 

Wit- 


misery  wnicn  tms  system 
entails,  and  the  faction  and  treasons  it  engenders, 
and  say,  is  it  very  consistent  with  our  free  Gov- 
ernment to  copy  it  ? 

That  man  is  inclined  to  evil  as  the  sparks  are 
to  ascend,  that  his  heart  is  deceitful  above  all 
things,  and  desperately  wicked,  is  apparent,  with- 
out me  authority  of  revelation.  Every  day's  ex- 
perience proves  the  melancholy  truth.  Some  fa- 
vorite passion,  some  love  of  power,  of  wealth,  of 
splendor,  of  fame,  or  some  other  love,  operate  as 
delusions,  and  act  as  syrens  to  lure  us  upon  the 
Scylla  or  Charybdis,  while  we  are  navigating  the 


dangerous  channel  of  human  life.  Shall  we  ^eet 
the  people  into  the  paths  of  vice?  Let  man  be  pooT) 
ignorant,  and  enslaved,  he  has  yet  one  consolation 
while  he  is  innocent  Let  the  storais  of  adversity 
assail  him.  to  an  approving  conscience  he  can  r^ 
tire,  as  a  snield  from  the  storm,  and  a  covert  from 
the  tempest  An  awful  responsibilitf,  therefore, 
rests  upon  a  Legislature  which  directs  a  nation's 
industry  to  those  pursuits  which  lead  to  vice. 

Sir,  tollow  nature,  and  your  way  is  clear,  fiat 
the  desiffn  of  the  Creator  seems  to  he  stran^y 
perverted.  When  he  was  proceedins  in  his  worl^ 
and  had  pronounced  it  very  good,  ne  seemed  to 
regret  that  something  was  wantinc.  Not  that 
there  were  no  manufacturing  establishments  to 
fetter  and  chain  the  mind;  not  that  there  were  no 
merchants  to  exchange  luxuries  and  diffuse  poison; 
not  that  there  was  no  warrior  to  enslave  and  mur- 
der his  fellow-man;  but  that  there  '*was  not  a 
man  to  till  the  ground."  And  he  took  him  from 
the  dust,  that  his  origin  might  point  to  his  employ- 
ment, and  put  him  m  the  garden  to  "dress  it,^ 
But  man  soon  revolted;  and  it  is  wordky  of  re- 
mark, that  the  first  systematic  rebellion  against 
the  laws  of  Gk>d  was  by  a  combination  of  manufac- 
turers at  Babel,  and  that  he  punished  theii  folly  by 
confounding  their  language.  This  scrap  of  his- 
tory teaches  much.  From  that  period  to  the  date 
of  your  tariff,  as  soon  as  they  have  acquired  the 
power,  the  ability  to  combine,  the  manufacturers 
have  Seen  building  towers  to  overlook  all  other 
branches  of  industry,  and  overawe  every  govern- 
ment that  did  not  subscribe  to  their  demands.  The 
manufacturers  of  the  United  States  are  yoong,and 
yet  innocent,  and  it  is  important  to  keep  them  so. 
Give  them  tne  same  power  and  the  same  tempta- 
tions, and  they  will  probaUy  pursue  the  same 
course.  The  evil  may  be  easier  prevented  than 
corrected ;  keep  the  three  great  branches  of  nation- 
al industrv  balanced,  each  will  be  a  check  on  the 
other,  and  all  will  be  safe  and  prosperous. 

But  there  is  a  branch  of  manufacturiitf  industry 
strictlv  domestic,  which  your  large  establishments 
are  calculated  to  injure  and  subvert  I  mean  that 
which  is  carried  on  m  every  farmer's  family.  Most 
of  the  families  of  our  farmers  make  their  own 
clothes  and  cloth  furniture.  This  is  seldom  done 
in  the  vicinities  of  large  factories.  The  enuce- 
ments  are  so  strong  to  congregate  there,  that  Uie 
famiiv  is  deserted,  and  domestic  industry  aban- 
donea.  The  Spdiker's  rosy  buxom  country  girl, 
whom  he  so  feelingly  described,  going  to  market 
with  her  roll  of  linen  imder  her  arm,  (although  he 
seemed  to  think  more  of  the  girl  than  her  linenj 
is  transferred  from  her  father's  house  to  the  factory, 
in  which  school  she  would  prolxibly  soon  learn  to 
dispose  both  of  her  bloom  and  her  virtue.  Al- 
though I  am  friendly  to  a  due  encouragement  ot 
manufactures.  I  cannot  hesitate  to  believe  thai 
these  establishments  have  a  sensible  effect  to^- 
pair  the  species  of  industrv  of  which  I  have  been 
speaking.  I  intended  to  nave  given  otha  views 
of  the  subject,  but  time  is  precious,  and  diflBcmf® 
thicken  as  we  proceed.  We  seem  to  be  travcrsmg 
a  vast  and  pestilential  desert.  No  gentle  breeze, 
refreshing  shade,  or  cooling  stream,  to  cheer,  not 
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soiif  moon,  or  star,  to  guide  us  on  our  way.  But 
all  IS  dsiky  dreary,  and  dismal,  as  the  valley  of  the 
shadow  of  death.  I  hope  and  trust  we  shall  pause 
before  we  hazard  an  experiment  so  fraught  with 
difficulties  and  dangers; 

When  Mr.  H.  had  concluded,  the  Committee 
ros^  and  reported  the  bill  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Hardin  moved  to  postpone  the  bill  indefi- 
nitely, and  the  House  adjourned. 


Friday,  April  28. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Commerce, 
to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  ''An  act  granting  certain  privilms  to  the 
Ocean  Steamship  Company  of  New  li^rk,"  re- 
ported the  same  without  amendment,  and  it  was 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  this  House  of 
the  ibllowing  titles,  to  wit :  ''An  act  for  the  ben- 
efit of  Christopher  Miller ;"  and  "An  act  concern- 
ins  the  banks  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  for 
other  purposes ;"  with  an  amendment  to  each, — ^in 
which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Archbb,  of  Maryland,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing amendment  to  the  rules  of  the  House,  which 
lies  on  the  table  one  day  of  course: 

'*  Eveiy  diicQjsioa  on  any  bill,  motion,  or  resola- 
tioo,  shall  terminate  in  five  dsys  sfter  it  shall  have  eom- 
menced. 

"  No  member  shall  speak  upon  any  question  longer 
than  an  hour  at  one  time." 

Mr.  BoTLER,  of  New  Hampshire,  submitted  the 
following  resolution  for  consideration : 

Reaoi^edt  That  the  Committee  of  Manafactnres  be 
inatmcted  to  prepare  and  report  a  bill  laying  a  duty  of 
"—^  cents  on  aU  spirituous  liquors  distilled  from  grain 
and  other  domestic  materials. 

The  question  being  taken  whether  the  House 
would  now  consider  the  resolution,  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative — ayes  58,  noes  66. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Qrceme  Keith 
Spence,  late  a  purser  in  the  Navy,  (allowing  him 
certain  discount,  paid  by  him  during  the  late  war, 
in  passing  ofi*  Treasury  notes  received  from  Gov- 
ernment,; was  read  the  third  time ;  and,  after  some 
debate  on  the  merits  of  the  bill,  in  which  Mr. 
McCoT  opposed  and  Mr.  Livermore  advocated 
its  passage,  the  bill  was  |)assed — ayes  67,  noes  55 
— and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

REVISION  OP  THE  TARIFF. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  bill  to  regulate  the 
duties  on  imports,  and  the  amendments  reported 
thereto  by  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House. 

Mr.  Hardin's  motion  to  postpone  the  bill  indef- 
initely being  under  consideration — 

Mr.  H.  rose  and  delivered,  in  a  speech  of  nearly 
two  hours  in  length,  his  sentiments  in  opposition 
to  the  bill. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  addressed  the  Chair 
as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker :  I  am  too  sensible  of  the  value  of 
time,  at  this  protracted  period  of  the  session,  to 
task  the  patience  of  the  House  longer  than  may 


be  absolutely  necessary  to  submit  the  views  I 
entertain  of  this  subject.  When  efforts  so  zeal- 
ous, urged  as  they  are  both  by  the  force  of  indi- 
vidual character  and  best  talents  of  the  House^  are 
made  to  defeat  the  principal  object  of  this  bill,  I 
owe  it  to  that  quarter  of  the  country  which  I  rqs- 
resent,  and  which  is  deei>ly  interested  in  the  result 
of  this  question,  to  contribute  my  aid  in  behidf  of 
a  measure  which  I  believe  is  calculated  to  miti- 
gate the  national  distress,  and  promote  the  national 
prospcority. 

Besides  the  general  principles  which  are  in- 
volved in  this  subject,  there  are  other  considera- 
tions, to  which  I  will  beg  leave  first  to  refer,  why 
this  motion  should  not  prevail. 

1  am  free  to  say  that  I  do  not  entirely  approve 
of  the  bill  in  its  present  form.  It  emoraces  too 
many  subjects,  and  presents  a  combination  of 
objects  which,  I  fear,  will  counteract,  in  the  ex- 
tent of  its  range,  some  of  the  benefits  designed  to 
be  afforded  to  that  portion  of  the  nationtu  labor 
which  most  imperiously  requires  to  be  cherished. 
But.  though  it  may  be  m  some  measure  true,  that 
the  bill  proposes  more  than  the  state  of  the  coun- 
try absolutely  requires,  the  present  motion  does 
not  propose  enough.  If  the  bill  is  too  large,  and 
calls  upon  us  to  do  too  much,  it  is  no  reason  why 
we  should  do  nothing.  It  is  our  duty  to  modify 
it,  and  adapt  it  to  the  wants  and  condition  of  the 
country. 

And,  though  it  be  true,  as  has  been  ursed,  that 
we  are  now  near  the  close  of  a  protracted  session, 
we  should  remember  that  it  has  been  characterizecl 
by  few  of  those  measures  to  which  the  anxious 
eyes  of  the  nation  have  been  constantly  directed, 
and  that  the  subject  now  before  us  is  one  neither 
of  the  first  impression,  nor  hastily  got  up.  It  has 
been  before  tne  people  and  the  councils  of  the 
country  for  many  years,  and  forced  upon  the  re- 
flection of  the  least  considerate,  by  the  pressure  of 
the  private  and  public  distress  which  this  bill  pro- 
poses to  relieve.  The  subject  underwent  a  full 
mvestigation  when  the  existins  tariff  was  estab- 
lished; and  the  great  error  at  fliat  time  was,  that 
there  was  not  afiorded  a  decree  of  protection  com- 
mensurate with  the  evils.  The  inadequacy  of  the 
existing  tariff  has  been  fully  tested  by  past  expe- 
rience, and  throughout  the  present  session  our 
powers  have  been  invoked  to  supply  its  defects. 
We  have  already  expended  a  week  m  investiga- 
ting the  details  of  this  bill,  which  will  be  worse 
than  loss  of  time  if  we  separate  without  coming  to 
a  decision.  If  the  protecting  arm  of  the  Govern- 
ment is  to  be  extended  to  the  national  labor,  the 
policy  should  be  announced  without  delay;  other- 
wise it  may  prove  ineffectual  for  the  object.  Con- 
siderable capital  is  already  embarked  in  manufec- 
turing  establishments,  and  if  it  be  our  interest  to 
preserve  it  there,  and  to  cherish  its  employment, 
It  is  indispensably  necessary  that  we  should  inspire 
the  capitalists  with  confiaence  in  our  policy,  to 
prevent  them  from  withdrawing  it,  or  to  save  it 
from  actual  loss.  If  we  fail  to  do  so  now,  the 
remedy  may  be  administered  when  the  disease  has 
sunk  below  its  efficacy.  A  determination  to  foster 
this  particular  employment  of  the  national  capital, 
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tnay  prove  effectual  now,  even  with  an  inadequate 
tariff,  when,  without  such  a  determination,  it  may 
be  impossible  hereafter  to  repair  the  ruins  which 
might  have  been  prevented  by  seasonable  aid. 

f  am  willing  to  unite  with  gentlemen  in  paring 
down  this  bill  to  reasonable  limits,  provided  it 
shall  be  allowed  to  give  abundant  encouragement 
to  the  principal  articles  of  public  necessity,  and 
afford  ample  relief  to  the  exigencies  of  the  national 
tabor ;  but  I  will  take  it  as  it  is,  rather  than  get 
nothing.  U  is  our  duly  to  relieve  the  distress 
which  pervades  the  country,  and  there  is  much 
greater  danger,  in  my  opinion,  that  we  shall  do 
less,  than  more,  than  is  necessarjr. 

I  bee  leave,  also,  to  divest  this  subject  of  the 
particular  character  with  which  it  has  been  in- 
geniously attempted  to  stamp  it.  To  associate  it 
with  sectional  interests  and  particular  classes,  is 
treating  it  unfairly,  and  resembles  much  more  the 
indulgence  of  narrow  prejudices  than  the  pursuit 
of  a  liberal  policy  for  national  purposes.  It  is  cal- 
culated more  to  increase  a  common  evil  than  to 
pTomx)te  a  general  good,  or  to  conduct  us  to  an 
enlightened  decision.  The  object  is  purely  na- 
tional, embracing  the  best  interests  of  all  parts  of 
the  community.  It  is  to  promote  a  common  end. 
fbr  a  common  benefit;  to  cherish  the  national 
lubor  and  capital  wherever  they  may  be  found, 
and  to  conduct  them  to  profitable  ana  nationabie 
results.  If  the  encouragement  of  that  portion  of 
our  labor  which  can  be  employed  in  the  manu- 
filttures  of  the  country,  will  not  do  this,  it  oueht 
not  to  be  afforded.  I  claim  for  them  no  particular 
aid  beyond  what  may  contribute  to  the  good  of 
the  whole  mass  of  our  national  industry. 

Bnt  the  tariff  has  been  assailed  also  with  great 
Confidence,  and  particularly  by  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  who  spoke  a  few  days  ago, 
with  $0  mueh  ability,  (Mr.  Barbour,)  because  onts 
revenue  character.  It  is  said  it  increases  the  rate 
of  duty  on  fbreign  merchandise  generally,  includ- 
ing articles  of  necessity,  because  of  the  high  pro- 
hibitory duties  upon  tnose  which  are  designed  to 
be  more  particularly  encouraged,  and  that  it  wiH 
finally  lead  to  a  system  of  internal  taxation  or  ex- 
cise. I  confess  I  nave  not  much  reliance  upon  this 
bill  for  purposes  of  revenue.  I  do  not  advocate  it 
upon  this  ground.  I  value  it  only  for  the  protection 
it  would  afford  to  the  labor  of  the  country ;  and  I 
re^t  my  wish  that  it  had  been  confined  to  this 
object,  leaving  the  subject  of  revenue  to  its  appro- 
priate jurisdiction.  I  am  willing  to  look  to  a  sys- 
tem or  impost  as  the  chief  source  of  revenue, 
while  it  is  adequate  to  the  purpose;  but  gentlemen 
must  know  that  this  cannot  be  the  case  for  any  great 
length  of  time.  However  anxious  we  may  be  to 
avert  it,  the  day  will  soon  come  when  this  nation 
wiU  be  compelled  to  rely  upon  its  internal  re- 
sources for  its  fiscal  exigencies,  and  it,  therefore, 
becomes  our  'duty,  by  a  pruaent  foresight,  to 
strengthen  those  internal  resources,  that  we  may 
be  prepared  for  it  when  it  shall  come.  How  can 
We  expect  to  rely  upon  a  system,  whose  means 
are  diminishing  in  the  same  proportion  that  our 
demands  upon  it  are  augmenting  ?  The  first  fruits 
of  the  impost  system  were  poured  into  our  Treas- 


ury by  a  commerce  the  most  extensive  and  pros- 
perous, and  our  wants  were  those  of  a  young  na- 
tion, with  a  thin  population,  and  cheap  and  limited 
institutions.  But  the  growth  of  the  nation  has 
been  rapid  beyond  example ;  our  territory  has  been 
mueh  more  than  doubled,  and  our  institutions 
have  become  extended  in  proportion  to  the  limits 
of  our  territory  and  population.  We  hare  raised 
armies,  erected  fortincations,  and  planted  works 
of  defence  around  our  whole  frontier.  TVe  have 
built  and  equipped  fleets  which  are  indispensable 
guards  of  the  rights,  and  indissolubly  associated 
with  the  pride  and  glory  of  the  nation.  In  short, 
we  have  taken  a  high  rank  among  the  nations  of 
the  earth,  and  our  expenses  are  necessarily  more 
than  quadrupled,  and,  in  the  nature  of  things, 
must  continue  to  increase.  But,  in  all  this  time, 
while  our  national  progress  has  been  upon  this 
gigantic  scale,  our  foreign  commerce  has  fx>rne  no 
poportionable  augmentation ;  on  the  contrary,  it 
has  been  rather  wasting  away,  nntii  that  which 
could  formerly  overflow  your  Treasury,  cannot  be 
swoln  to  half  its  demands.  The  tariff,  however, 
so  far  from  abandoning  the  imposts,  proposes  to 
extract  from  it  larger  means ;  but  it  does  not  do 
this  altogether  on  account  of  the  encoaragement 
afforded  to  manufactures,  but  in  pursuance  of  the 
express  recommendation  of  the  Secretary  c^  the 
Treasury,  who.  with  the  enlightened  independence 
which  so  highly  distinguishes  his  public  conduct, 
has  candidly  exposed  the  extent  of  our  wants,  and 
the  inadequacy  of  the  supply.  I  request  permis- 
sion to  refer  to  his  report  at  the  present  session, 
as  conclusive  upon  this  subject.  The  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  after  particularly  exhilntiDg  the 
ordinary  estimates  of  such  a  report,  observes: 
« Under  all  the  circtnustanees,  it  is  ies|iceifoJiy 
'  submitted  that  the  public  interest  reqaues  that 
'  the  revenue  be  augmented,  or  that  m  expendi- 
'  ture  be  diminished.  Should  an  increase  of  reve- 
'  nue  be  deemed  expedient,  a  portion  of  the  deficit 
'  may  be  supplied  b^an  addition  of  the  duties  now 

<  knposed  upon  various  articles  of  foreign  mei- 
'  ehandise,  and  by  a  reasonable  duty  upon  sales 

<  at  auction ;  but  it  is  not  probable  that  any  modi- 

<  fieation  of  the  existing  tariff  can  supersede  the 
'  neeesnty  of  resorting  to  internal  taxation,  if  the 
'  expenditure  is  not  diminished.''    The  report  then 
proceeds  to  recommend  the  present  as  a  laYorable 
moment  to  afford  efficient  protection  to  our  cotton, 
woollen,  and  iron  interests,  if  it  can  be  done  con- 
sistently with  the  general  interests  of  the  nation. 
Our  session  is  now  about  to  close,  and  we  have 
not  diminished  our  expenditure,  nor  do  I  believe 
it  would  be  practicable  or  advisable  to  do  so.    I 
would  be  unwilling  to  reduce  the  Army  or  the 
Navy,  and  I  know  of  no  object  of  retrenchment 
which  would  not  weaken  our  strength  at  home, 
and  our  respectability  abroad.    A  resort  to  other 
means  of  supply  is,  therefore,  unairoidaUei    If  we 
should  be  obliged  to  draw  that  supply  from  oar 
home  labor,  it  might  be  drawn  saMy  and  effi* 
ciently,  if  we  now,  by  a  wise  policy,  reader  that 
labor  nourishing,  and  save  it  from  the  deidlf  info- 
ence  of  foreign  competition.    The  tariff  dees  iM>t 
create  the  necessity  of  this  resort,  but  is  aaxi] 
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to  the  supply :  it  draws  as  much  as  possible  from 
the  impost,  that  it  may  be  compelled  to  extract 
less  from  internal  means,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
it  wisely  augments  the  internal  means,  by  invig- 
orating the  arm  of  our  own  industry,  and  keep- 
ing at  home  that  large  amount  of  national  wealth 
which  is  now  perpetually  going  out  of  the  country, 
to  enrich  the  foreign,  and  impoverish  our  own 
labor.  Who  does  not  see  that  any  measure  which 
tends  to  augment  the  stock  of  the  national  wealth, 
most,  at  the  same  time,  increase  the  individual 
resources,  and  swell  the  national  supply  ? 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Barbour)  has  particularly  deprecated  a  system  of 
internal  taxation  or  exi-ise,  ana  principally  because 
of  the  expensiveness  of  its  collection.  1  have  no 
such  hostility.  I  believe  the  people  have  less  to 
apprehend  from  a  system  of  direct,  than  one  of  in- 
direct taxation.  In  the  former  they  see  and  feel 
the  weight  of  their  burden ;  in  the  latter  it  may  be 
multiplied  to  an  alarming  degree,  before  its  enor- 
mity can  be  detected.  A  moderate  system  of  in- 
ternal taxes  is  the  safest  and  most  certain  source 
of  supply,  and  in  its  nature  will  always  be  less  op- 
pressive than  any  other.  Nor  is  it  by  any  means 
clear  that  it  is  more  expensive  than  the  impost. 
The  revenue,  in  both  cases,  is  paid  by  the  consu- 
mer, who  also  pays  the  expenses  of  the  system.  In 
the  case  of  the  impost,  he  pays  the  merchant's  pro- 
fits in  addition  to  the  duty;  and  are  not  tnese 
equivalent  to  the  expenses  oi  a  system  of  internal 
taxes?  But,  sir,  unfortunately  for  the  consumer, 
under  the  impost  system,  he  pays  nearly  a  moiety 
of  his  price  for  the  benefit  ot  tne  forei^jn  laborer, 
and  thus  subtracts  from  the  fund  of  pubuc  wealth, 
that  which  should  be  kept  in  circulation  at  home. 
I  cannot  entertain  a  doubt  that  it  would  be  the  in- 
terest of  this  nation  to  foster  its  manufacturing 
labor  and  capital,  even  at  the  risk  of  a  temporary 
diminution  in  its  revenue.  The  labor  which  would 
thus  receire  encouragement  would  soon  attain  the 
capacity  to  bear  an  equivalent  proportion  of  the 
national  burdens,  and,  by  increasing  all  the  streams 
of  supply,  ultimately  enrich  the  public  treasury. 
If  it  be  necessary  now  for  the  Government  to  stretch 
forth  its  arm  to  shield  this  infant  branch  of  the 
national  labor  from  foreign  rivalship,  the  day  is 
not  distant  when,  in  its  turn,  It  will  give  vigor  and 
strength  to  the  national  sinews. 

Having  said  thus  much,  Mr.  Speaker,  in  regard 
to  the  objections  against  the  tariff  as  a  whole,  I 
will  proceed  now  to  consider  the  general  princi- 
ples upon  which,  I  think,  its  great  objects  may  be 
maintained  and  recommended  to  our  adoption. 

I  was  fully  aware  of  the  principles  of  the  Writers 
upon  political  economy,  wnich  nave  been  so  ear- 
nesthr  and  ably  relied  upon  by  the  opponents  of  the 
tarin;  and  though  I  am  by  no  means  disposed  to 
involve  in  a  common  censure  these  principles  and 
their  authors,  they  appear  to  me  to  be  utisafe  guides 
in  this  discussion,  -^ere  they  are  not  sanctioned 
by  experience,  and  tested  by  the  practical  opera- 
tion of  national  policy.  Much  of  the  numerous 
treatises  upon  political  economy  consists  in  plausi- 
Me  theories,  founded  upon  a  state  of  things  which, 
in  fact,  have  no  existence,  and,  with  regard  to  the 


most  of  these  theories,  the  greatest  difierence  of 
opinion  prevails  among  the  authors  themselves. 
Among  these  numerous  theorists  each  is  the  stout 
advocate  of  his  own  system,  and  the  world  has  not 
yet  finally  decided  between  them.  One  contends 
that  agricultural  labor  is  the  onlj  profitable  source 
of  wealth,  and  that  manufacturing  capital  is  un; 
productive ;  this  is  denied  by  another,  who  advo^ 
cates  some  other  favorite  branch  of  industry.  A 
third  is  the  advocate  of  commercial  canital ;  ano- 
ther prefers  the  home  trade ^  and  the  fifth  contends 
for  the  superiority  of  a  foreign  commerce ;  so  that 
scarcely  any  two  of  them  agree,  when  they  come 
to  carry  their  respective  systems  throughout  the 
details,  and  are  yet  litigatins^  many  of  the  princi- 
ples which  have  been  so  confidently  relied  upon  in 
this  debate.  Sir,  it  is  the  course  of  true  wisdom 
in  us  to  leave  them  to  their  employment,  and  adopt 
those  principles  only  which  we  find  in  practical 
and  successful  use.  With  these  as  our  data,  we 
must  adapt  our  measures  to  our  own  wants,  and 
the  actual  condition  of  the  world. 

Now,  sir,  whatever  contrariety  of  opinion  may 
prevail,  in  regard  to  the  mass  of  the  theories  upon 
this  subject,  there  is  a  common  foundation  for 
them  all ;  and  that  is,  that  the  source  of  individual 
and  national  wealth  is  labor,  and  that  the  degree 
of  the  former  will  be  in  proportion  to  the  activity 
of  the  latter.  We  may  also  disagree  as  to  the  par- 
ticular mode  of  employment  in  which  this  labor 
will  be  most  productive,  but  all  will  agree  that  it 
must  be  employed  in  some  way.  It  must  be  made 
active;  and,  ix  necessary,  must  be  stimulated  to 
activity.  The  evils  of  an  uiiemployed,  inactive 
labor,  are  alwavs  in  proportion  to  its  capacity,  and 
all  the  vices  wnich  follow  in  the  train  of  an  idle 
population  will  soon  chastise  a  nation  whose 
councils  are  inattentive  to  the  employment  of  its 
labor.  I  am  not  the  advocate  of  any  particular 
branch  of  labor.  I  believe  it  is  best,  in  general, 
that  it  should  be  diversified.  I  can  have  no  idea 
of  a  nation  purely  agricultural,  commercial,  or  man- 
ufacturing. Their  interests  are  mutual,  and  the 
advantage  of  each  is  always  promoted  by  encou- 
raging, to  a  certain  extent,  tne  prosperity  of  the 
others.  I  am  free  to  say,  however,  that,  in  the 
United  States,  the  preference  should  be  given  to 
the  agriculture  of  the  country.  This  should  be 
the  basis  of  our  strength,  the  great  fountain  of  our 
resources,  and  in  the  nature  of  things  it  always 
must  b^  so.  There  is.  therefore,  no  design  to 
change  the  agricultural  character  of  the  nation 
into  a  manufacturing  one,  as  has  been  so  seriously 
deprecated  in  this  debate.  Such  fears  are  alto- 
gether imaginary.  At  least  nine-tenths  of  the 
power  and  influence  of  this  country  are  agricultu- 
ral, and  it  is  utterly  impossible  tnat  i  course  of 
policy  can  be  pursued,  for  any  length  of  time, 
whicn  shall,  in  any  degree,  subvert  that  interest. 
The  agriculturist  understands  his  interests,  and 
will  not  be  slow  in  resisting  any  serious  encroach- 
ment upon  them.  In  a  popular  government  like 
ours,  his  resistance  will  always  be  prompt  and 
effectual.  Even  in  England,  extended  as  are  her 
manufkcturei,  the  agricultural  interest  is  alwav^ 
predominant ;  and  there  is  no  instance,  in  all  the 
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struggles  with  regard  to  the  grain  laws,  and  other 
measures  in  which  these  two  great  interests  have 
heen  opposed,  that  the  agriculturists  have  not  pre- 
vailed. 

It  is  clearly  among  the  first  duties  of  a  nation  to 
make  the  labor  of  its  citizens  active,  and  direct  it 
to  the  most  profitable  results.  Not  by  undue  means 
to  stimulate  any  particular  branch  of  labor,  to  the 
ruin  and  injury  of  any  other ;  but  to  stimulate  the 
aggregate  of  its  own  against  the  aggregate  of 
foreign  labor,  and  to  protect  any  particular  oranch 
of  its  own  labor  against  the  rivalship  of  foreign 
policy.  If  a  nation  expects  to  become  wealthy 
and  powerful,  it  must  exert  itself  to  supply  its 
wants  by  its  own  labor,  rather  than  depend  upon 
foreign  uibor  for  articles  of  the  first  necessity. 

The  principle  is  not  only  sound  in  theory,  but 
is  that  which  is  in  practical  operation  in  every 
nation  which  understands  its  own  interest.  They 
sell  all,  and  buy  nothing  with  which  their  own 
labor  can  supply  them.  Let  us  look  to  the  exam- 
ple of  England.  She  is  agricultural,  commercial, 
and  manufacturing.  The  state  of  her  agriculture 
b  equal  to  that  of  any  part  of  the  globe ;  her  man- 
ufacturing interests  more  extensive  than  in  any 
other.  Her  policy  uniformly  has  been  to  cherisn 
her  manufacturing  labor,  as  auxiliary  to  her  na- 
tional wealth,  and  to  resist  all  foreign  competition. 
It  is  manifested  in  the  earliest  dawninffs  of  her 
history.  She  began  with  encoura^ng  tne  manu- 
facture of  the  coarse  articles  which  constituted 
her  prime  wants,  and  afterwards  followed  up  her 
policy  with  an  unceasing  assiduity,  until  she  not 
only  shielded  her  own  labor  from  tne  competition 
of  other  nations,  but  in  a  great  measure  crippled 
their  labor  at  home,  and  be^me  the  source  of  sup- 
ply for  all  the  world.  Have  we  not  seen  the 
enects  of  this  policy  difiusing  themselves  through- 
out every  branch  of  her  industry,  and  over  every 
part  of  her  empire,  until  by  this  means  there  has 
oeen  reared  up  a  mass  of  wealth  and  power  almost 
irresistible  ?  It  is  true,  we  have  been  referred  to 
England  for  an  example  of  the  evils  of  what  has 
been  termed  the  manufacturing  system  and  her 
national  debt  \  her  insurrectional  temper  and  mass 
of  pauperism,  have  been  ingeniously  urged  in 
the  debate.  But  these  are  not  the  enects  of  her 
manufacturing  system.  They  are  the  result  of 
the  expensive  wars  in  which  she  has  been  perpetu- 
ally involved,  and  the  insupportable  weight  or  tax- 
ation consequent  upon  them ;  of  a  policy  which 
has  kept  her  continually  embroiled,  by  intermed- 
dling in  the  disputes  of  others,  when  she  had  none 
of  her  own  on  hand ;  a  policy  to  which  she  would 
long  since  have  fallen  a  victim,  but  for  those 
abundant  streams  of  wealth  which  her  active  labor 
continually  poured  into  her  lap,  and  which  she  so 
lavishly  drained  in  the  cause  of  her  .unhallowed 
ambition.  It  does  not  follow  that  we  are  to  imi- 
tate her  in  these  respects,  because,  like  her,  we 
afford  protection  to  our  home  labor ;  and  I  cannot 
believe  that  we  shall  be  likely  to  beget  treasonable 
insurrections  by  rewarding  tne  occumition  of  the 
citizen  with  ease  and  cheerfulness.  Insurrections 
are  the  fruits  of  an  idle,  discontented  population ; 
they  may  be  produced  by  the  neglect,  but  not  by  I 


the  watchful  protection  of  the  Government.    The 
same  policy  was  early  adopted,  and  has  been  ever 
since  pursued,  by  France,  Holland,  Prussia,  Italy, 
and  many  other  Powers  of  Europe ;  and  all  who 
are  at  all  conversant  with  their  history  know  that 
similar  effects  proved  the  wisdom  of  affording  na- 
tional encouragement  to  national  labor.      The 
famous  continental  system  of  Bonaparte  shows 
that  he  early  discerned  this  real  source  of  national 
wealth  and  power.    When  meditating  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  British  empire,  he  knew  very  well  the 
source  of  her  strength,  and  he  wisely  conceived 
the  policy  of  drying  it  up.    Had  his  ambition  been 
tempered  with  some  portion  of  patience,  and  he 
had  consented  to  wait  a  few  years  for  the  gradual 
success  of  his  policy,  it  would  have  been  more  om- 
nipotent than  nis  arms.    His  example,  however, 
has  not  been  lost  upon  the  other  nations  of  Europe; 
and  though  they  did  not  yield  to  his  schemes, 
Russia,  and  almost  every  other  nation,  excepting 
Spain  and  Portugal,  have  voluntarily  adopted  it. 
Tne  principle  of  the  Russian  tariff  is  to  receive 
nothing  from  abroad  that  she  possesses  skill  and 
labor  to  make  at  home.    Spain  and  Pcnrtugal  are 
the  victims  of  a  different  policy.    They  adopt  the 
principles  which  are  everjrwhere  written  and  no- 
where practised.    Spain  stands  a  solitary  beacon 
to  warn  us  of  her  fatal  example,  which  buried  the 
highest  spirit  and  best  capacity  in  the  miseries  of 
idleness  and  luxury,  and  drove  her  population  to 
seek  a  remedy  through  the  dangerous  paths  of  re- 
volt and  insurrection. 

If.  sir,  I  may  be  permitted  to  refer,  for  a  histori- 
cal tact,  to  the  book  from  Philadelphia,  as  it  has 
been  called,  in  which  the  zeal  and  ability  of  its 
author  have  imbodied  a  mass  of  the  most  useful 
and  important  information,  the  case  of  Portugal 
affords  the  most  striking  instance  of  the  eflecCs  of 
both  theories.    Portugcu  did  adopt  the  policy  of 
encouraging  her  manufacturing,  as  auxiliary  to 
her  national  labor,  and  those  who  are  acquainted 
with  her  early  history,  will  remember  the  success 
which  crowned  her  exertions;  but,  in  the  midst  of 
her  system,  she  was  persuaded  to  consent  to  the 
admission  of  British  merchandise,  as  the  price  of 
vending  her  port  wines  in  England.    Her  own 
labor  immediately  fell  a  victim  to  fore^  compe- 
tition, and  her  situation  afterwards  is  the  best 
lesson  we  can  draw  upon  the  subject    The  efforts 
of  England  to  prostrate  the  labor  of  other  coun- 
tries are  not  confined  to  Portugal — she  carries 
them  into  every  country,  and  she  practises  every 
expedient  calculated  to  subserve  her  purpose.    We 
know  that  her  agents  are  scattered  everywhere 
throughout  the  United  States,  and  that  they  are 
unwearied  in  their  exertions.    In  all  their  public 
speeches,  the  members  of  her  Parliament  betray 
tneir  jealousy  of  our  manufacturing  prosperity; 
and,  at  the  same  moment  that  her  nired  writers 
and  journalists  *  are  employed  to  assail  public  sen- 
timent here,  by  denouncing  the  evils  and  immoral 
tendency  of  manufacturing   establishments,  the 
Government  heaps  bounties  upon  them,  and  clier- 


*  See  the  works  of  Southey  and  othen,  especially 
the  letters  of  Espriella,  ascribed  to  Mr.  8. 
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ishes  their  growth  at  home,  while  they  are  send- 
ing their  fabrics  into  all  countries  as  auxiliaries 
to  their  writers. 

I  do  not  refer  to  the  practice  of  other  nations, 
howeyer,  merdy  for  proof  of  the  soundness  of  the 
principle  of  affording  national  encouragement  to 
national  labor ;  but  as  eyincing  the  necessity  of 
our  adopting  similar  regulations  to  counteract 
their  noLcy.  If  the  principle,  that  "  thin^  should 
be  left  to  regulate  themselves,"  be  true,  it  is  so  only 
when  all  nations  observe  it;  it  ceases  to  be  prac- 
ticable with  the  rest^  when  anv  one  disregards  it. 
If  we  were  entirely  insulated  from  the  rest  of  the 
world,  and  carried  on  all  our  transactions  within 
our  own  country,  it  might  be  urged  upon  us  with 
considerable  plausibility.  But  we  are  a  part  of 
the  community  of  nations  \  throughout  which  our 
intercourse  is  to  be  conducted,  and  all  our  ex- 
changes made,  and  we  are,  therefore,  sensible  to 
the  regulations  in  every  part  of  it.  If  the  same 
rule  were  universal  among  all  nations,  we  might 
caJcuiate  upon  an  equal  participation  in  all  com- 
mon advantages,  and  that  our  enterprise  would 
push  its  own  reward.  But,  if  the  regulations  of 
other  nations  interfere  with  the  natural  course  of 
things,  if  they  obstruct  the  ordinary  channeb  of 
business,  and  seek  to  confer  advanta^  on  their 
own  labor  which  it  would  not  otherwise  possess, 
we  must  either  adopt  countervailing  measures,  or 
become  the  victim  of  their  policy.  We  have  al- 
ready seen  the  extent  of  their  r^ulations,  pursued, 
tooj  with  the  express  view  of  cramping  the  natural 
spring  of  oar  enterprise.  If  they  receive  the  pro- 
ducts of  our  agriculture,  it  is  not  to  reciprocate 
the  exchange,  &t,  from  necessity,  to  suppfv  their 
own  wants ;  nor  are  they  driven  even  to  tnis  ex- 
pedient, until  the  scarcity  among  themselves  makes 
It  ia dispensable,  while  the  products  of  all  our  other 
labor  are  subjected  to  a  perpetual  exclusion.  The 
effect  of  this  policy,  on  the  part  of  foreign  nations, 
is  to  render  our  own  raw  products,  in  a  great  mea- 
sure, useless,  and  to  confer  on  the  foreign  labor  a 
monopoly  in  our  own  market.  These  are  unnatu- 
ral advantages,  which  must  be  counteracted  by 
similar  encouragements  to  the  home  industry.  If 
foreigners  stimmate  their  industry,  we  must  stimu- 
late ours  also;  if  they  preserve  a  preference  in 
their  market,  we  must  give  to  our  labor  a  prefer- 
ence in  ours ;  as  they  contract  their  want  of  us, 
we  must  contract  ours  of  them;  if  they  pursue 
undue  means  to  labor  for  us,  we  must  take  care  to 
labor  for  ourselves ;  a  contrary  policy  would  render 
us  dependent  upon  foreigners  for  every  thing, 
since,  bv  their  system  of  encouragement,  they  can 
undersell  us  in  any  thing. 

The  system  is  not  a  new  one  in  the  United 
States.  We  have  always  deemed  it  our  duty  to 
protect  the  home  labor  against  foreign  competi- 
tion. Our  duties  upon  the  agricultural  products 
of  foreign  countries  were  not  imposed  for  purposes 
of  revenue,  but  for  the  protection  of  our  own  agri- 
cultural industry.  And  although  gentlemen  may 
be  disposed  to  regard  these  regumtions  lightly  now, 
because  of  the  peculiar  condition  of  foreign  coun- 
tries heretofore,  they  are,  nevertheless,  indicative 
of  the  sense  we  entertain  of  our  true  policy ;  nor 


should  it  be  forgotten  that  East  India  cotton  is  al* 
ready  imported  into  the  United  States  cheaper 
than  it  can  be  procured  from  the  Southern  States; 
and  that  the  dajr  ma^  not  be  distant  when  the 
competition  in  this  article  will  be  mucn  more  for- 
midable. 

We  have  adopted  the  same  s^rstem  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  commercial  enterprise  of  the  country. 
The  heavy  foreign  tonnage,  the  high  rate  of  duties 
upon  merchandise  imported  in  foreign  vessels; 
bounties  allowed  on  the  exportation  of  fish ;  ton- 
nage and  drawback  granted  to  fishing  vessels;  the 
exclusion  of  foreign  vessels  from  the  coasting 
trade,  and  the  entire  system  of  navigation  laws, 
are  evidentljr  designed  to  give  a  preference  to 
American  ships  and  enterprise,  over  those  of  for- 
eigners. I  do  not  refer  to  these  in  the  spirit  of 
complaint ;  far  from  it ;  the  wisdom  of  the  policy 
is  apparent  in  its  effects.  Nor  do  I  refer  to  them 
to  show  that,  because  we  have  done  much  for 
commerce,  we  should,  therefore,  do  something  for 
manufactures ;  but  I  refer  to  them,  as  demonstrat- 
ing the  utility  of  the  doctrine,  of  leaving  things  to 
regulate  themselves ;  as  evincing  the  necessity  of 
national  protection  for  national  labor,  and  of 
counteracting  the  effect  of  foreign  competition 
upon  our  home  enterprise,  in  whatever  channel  it 
mav  be  employed. 

But,  if  the  encouragement  we  have  already  given 
be  insufficient  for  the  purpose ;  if  against  these  the 
foreign  policy  is  able  to  raise  its  arm  and  paralyze 
our  energies ;  if,  in  short,  the  labor  of  the  country 
M  now  idle  and  unemployed,  and  an  extension  of 
the  system  of  encouragement  be  necessary  to  ren- 
der it  active,  shall  we  stop  short  of  the  object,  or 
shall  we  not  rather  a^rd  it  the  utmost  stimulus'? 
What,  then,  give  me  leave  to  a^,  sir,  is  the  present 
condition  of  this  country?  Do  we  require  wit- 
nesses to  be  examined  here,  or  before  our  commit- 
tees, to  inform  us  of  the  want  of  employment,  and 
the  scenes  of  individual  distress  and  puolic  embar- 
rassment which  everywhere  prevail,  or  are  we  to 
sit  down  and  calculate  in  figures  their  weight  and 
extent?  We  are  assembled  here  from  all  quartos 
of  this  extensive  empire,  and  every  gentleman 
brings  with  him  a  knowledge  of  private  and  pub- 
lic suffering  beyond  example!  The  honorable 
Speaker,  in  the  doquent  speech  he  delivered  a  few 
days  ago,  described  to  us  the  condition  of  the  man- 
ufacturing establishments  in  the  East,  where  all 
admit  the  closest  economy  is  practised.  But  the 
East  is  not  singular  in  its  scenes  of  decaying 
houses,  deserted  establishments,  and  individual 
ruin ;  they  are  presented  wherever  manufacturing 
capital  has  been  employed,  and  every  one  must  see 
the  ruin  which  has  fallen  upon  thousands  of  our 
citizens,  who  formerly  obtained  their  living  in  this 
species  of  labor.  But,  sir,  I  do  not  confine  my 
observation  to  this  class  only ;  I  invite  gentlemen 
to  look  at  the  condition  of  tne  countr>[  at  large,  of 
all  classes  of  labor,  in  every  part,  for  it  is  to  this 
sickening  mass  of  general  suffering  that  the  remedy 
is  to  be  administered.  Consider  the  low  price  of 
property,  as  well  real  estate  as  every  description  of 
our  products;  look  at  the  decaying  towns  and  vil- 
lages which  are  every  where  presented;  at  the 
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thousands  of  the  lahoriog^  classes  of  the  community 
deprived  of  employment ;  at  the  numerous  bank- 
ruptcies, which  seem  to  blacken  your  cities,  and 
fill  them  with  dismay,  and  almost  despair;  at  the 
mass  of  enterprise,  and  skill,  and  science,  now  en- 
feebled and  borne  down  by  cares,  and  weeping  over 
a  state  of  deplorable  inactirity !  Consider  the  uni- 
rersal  stagnation  in  erery  branch  of  industry,  agri- 
cultural, commercial,  and  manufacturing !  How 
is  the  face  of  this  great  country  changed !  Where 
late  reigned  plenty,  and  was  heard  the  active  hum 
of  business,  now  meagre  scarcity  prevails,  and  idle- 
ness palsies  the  human  energies;  the  poor  are 
wretched,  the  man  of  large  real  estate  lives  only 
by  the  most  rig[id  economy  1 

And  what,  sir,  is  the  cause  of  all  this?  The 
answer  is  not  difficult.  The  artificial  state  of 
things  which  succeeded  our  Revolutionary  stmg- 
ffle,  and  which,  with  the  stimulus  given  by  our 
late  war,  has  hitherto  sustained  us.  has  suddenly 
changed ;  the  channels  of  our  wealtn  are  dried  up; 
our  labor  is  thrown  out  of  employment  by  foreign 
competition.  Qive  me  leave,  sir,  to  trace  these 
causes  more  particularly. 

Before  the  establishment  of  our  independence, 
we  relied  for  our  supplies  principally  upon  the  labor 
of  England,  whose  policy  it  was  to  preserve  that 
state  of  dependence,  and  discourage  all  efforts  in 
her  colonies  to  manufacture  for  themselves.  But 
Xht  successful  termination  of  that  memorable  con- 
flict defeated  her  policy,  and  gave  a  new  spring  to 
our  enterprise,  and  the  same  spirit  by  which  it 
was  achieved  dictated  a  resort  to  our  own  re- 
sources to  ffive  it  perpetuity.  The  subject  was 
almost  the  first  that  occupied  our  national  deliber- 
ations ;  and  the  report  of  the  illustrious  man  who 
then  presided  over  the  Treasury,  Mr.  Hamilton, 
portrayed  with  a  prophetic  hand  the  true  course 
of  national  policy.  It  would  have  been  pursued 
long  ago,  but  for  those  desolating  t<rars  which  soon 
afterwariis  broke  out  in  Europe,  and  which  have 
continued  ever  since,  until  very  recently,  with 
scarcely  anv  intermission,  and  cramped  both  the 
agricultural  and  commercial  enterprise  of  those 
natiotis;  Their  population  was  drawn  from  these 
employments  to  man  their  fleets  and  fill  the  ranks 
of  their  armies;  they  had  little  time  for  the  culti- 
vation of  the  peaceful  arts,  and  we  became  their 
ffrowers  and  carriers.  In  such  a  state  of  things, 
the  population  of  the  country,  at  that  time,  found 
full  employment  in  the  agricultural  and  comtner- 
ciftl  pursuits,  and  in  the  multiplicity  of  handi- 
oinft  and  other  employments,  to  whicn  a  flourish- 
ing state  of  those  two  great  branches  of  industry 
always  give  rise. 

The  demand  abroad  exce^ed  our  means  of  sup- 
ply;  we  received  high  prices  for  all  our  produce; 
our  commerce  penetrated  all  parts  of  the  world ; 
every  man  found  constant  demand  for  his  labor; 
and  the  capital  of  the  country  had  a  Inrisk  circula- 
tion ;  we  exchit&ged  all  our  products  for  the  fabrics 
of  foreign  countries,  under  great  advantages,  and 
increased  in  wealth  and  power  with  an  unexam- 
pled rapidity.  But  a  new  state  of  thing"  has  taken 
Slac^.  Those  wars  have  terminated,  and  the  world 
( at  peace.   The  populatioti  which  filled  the  fieMs 


and  armies  of  Europe  is  withdrawn,  and  is  now 
turned  to  agricultural  and  commercial  pursuits. 
We  no  longer  possess  the  exclusive  advantages  in 
these  respects ;  they  neither  require  our  ships  nor 
our  agricultural  products.  Their  demand  \ot  oar 
surplus  produce  will  diminish  annually ;  for  they 
are  rapidly  carrying  into  practical  operation  their 
policy  of  creating  their  own  supply.  We  all  know, 
too,  that  the  India  trade  never  did,  and  nerer  will, 
require  any  part  of  our  products ;  it  deals  princi- 
pally in  money,  and  cerates  as  a  perpetual  drain 
of  our  specie.  If^  in  connexion  with  these  causes, 
we  consider  our  increasing  population,  the  result 
is,  that  our  wants  of  Europe  are  augmenting  and 
theirs  of  us  are  diminishing.  As  we  can  export 
less,  vre  must  ratine  less ;  we  cannot  employ  the 
same  quantity  of  labor,  and  aH  those  industrious 
people  who  are  occupied  in  feeding  the  demands 
of  a  prosperous  state  of  agriculture  and  commerce 
are  cast  upon  society  without  the  means  of  subsist- 
ence. The  result  is,  also,  that,  as  foreign  nations 
will  not  take  our  surplus  produce  in  exchange  for 
the  articles  for  which  we  rely  upon  them,  we  must 
go  in  debt  for  the  amount,  and  without  any  means 
that  I  can  discover  of  making  payment.  The  bal- 
ance of  trade  against  us  last  year  was  twenty-eight 
millions  of  dollars ;  and  everyone  must  see  that,  as 
the  wants  of  foreign  nations  are  annuaUy  dimin- 
ishing, this  balance  must  increase  with  tne  .same 
proportion.  What,  though  it  may  be  true,  as  has 
been  contended,  that  the  present  embarrassments 
may  be  occasioned  in  some  decree  by  the  inordi- 
nate extension  of  the  bank  capital,  and  the  impru- 
dent speculations  of  individuals,  it  neither  makes 
the  evils  less,  nor  varies  the  remedy.  If  the  dis- 
tress be  at  all  ascribable  to  this  source,  \t  is  more 
because  of  the  capital  having  been  suddenly  with- 
drawn from  circulation,  than  because  it  was  ever 
thrown  into  use.  No  doubt  much  of  the  ind  Eviduai 
embarrasRment  which  now  prevails  would  have 
beta  spared,  if  such  an  accumulation  of  bank  cap- 
ital had  not  been  made.  But  it  cannot  be  dis- 
guised, that  this  capital  had  become  the  standard 
of  the  business  anu  transactions  of  the  country, 
and,  if  it  had  been  permitted  to  continue,  the  labor 
of  the  country  would  in  time  have  redeemed  it. 
It  has  been,  however,  suddenly  taken  cm — a  stag- 
nation of  business,  scarcity  of  a  circurating  me- 
dium, sacrifice  of  property,  and  want  of  employ- 
ment ensue.  The  necessity  for  the  interposition 
of  Congress  is  only  increased,  therefore;  and,  as 
we  refuse  to  create  a  national  currency,  the  duty 
becomes  more  impel'ious  to  provide  another  reme- 
dy. The  remedy  is,  to  foster  the  national  indus- 
try, to  create  a  market  at  home'  for  our  surplus, 
and  to  nuke  for  ourselves  what  we  should  be 
obli|red  otherwise  to  import  from  abroad. 

We  are  here  met  by  the  ofnection  that,  if  this 
necessity  exist,  labor  will  itself  take  the  direction 
without  our  interference. 

That  the  necessity  does  exist  no  one  cait  doubt; 
it  is  palpable ;  it  has  existed  for  some  years^  and 
y^t  the  tabor  has  not  taken  the  direction.  On  the 
contrary,  a  great  portion  of  the  capital  Ivieretofore 
embarked  in  almost  every  branch  of  toAof^rj^  is 
now  idle ;  the  distress  is  progressive,  and  Aeman- 
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ufacturing  labor  is  retrogradiog.  Tlie  memorials 
from  all  quarters  of  the  country  prove  this.  I  can 
speak  from  my  own  knowledge  of  that  part  of  the 
country  which  I  represent — the  manufacturing  in- 
terest, which  is  by  no  means  the  least  important. 
Of  the  state  of  manufactures  there  I  coulddraw  a 
picture,  without  the  aid  of  imagination,  of  the 
most  gloomy  nature ;  suffice  it  to  say,  however, 
that  more  than  a  moiety  of  the  labor  formerly  em- 
ployed in  these  establishments,  is  now  without 
ousjness ;  that  many  of  the  establishments  are  ac- 
tuaJiy  suspended  and  that  others  will  soon  follow, 
without  the  eacouraffement  now  contemplated.  I 
shall  not  deny  that  this  state  of  things  may  be  ow- 
ing, in  some  degree,  to  the  immense  quantities  of 
British  goods  with  which  this  country  has  been 
inundatd  bv  the  foreign  merchant  ana  manufac- 
turer; but  tnis  only  augments  the  evil;  it  is  a 
striking  illustration  of  the  effects  of  foreign  compe^ 
tition,  in  the  continuance  of  which  the  British 
manufacturer,  as  well  as  his  Government,  has  an 
immediate  interest.  The  honorable  gentleman 
from  Virginia  (Mr.  Barbour)  is  mistaken,  how- 
ever, in  supposing  that  the  American  manufacturer 
calculates  his  profits  upon  his  war  capital,  though, 
if  he  did^  as  he  was  encouraged  by  his  Govern- 
ment to  mvest  it,  it  would  afford  no  reason  why  he 
should  now  be  abandoned  in  the  day  of  his  adver- 
sity. Such  establishments,  no  doubt,  feel  the 
pressure  more  than  others ;  but  none  are  free  from 
It,  and  even  those  which  have  been  sacrificed  at 
public  sale,  and  passed  into  the  hands  of  new  own- 
ers, at  reduced  prices,  are  unable  to  resist  foreign 
competition. 

The  truth  i&  sir,  that  labor  and  capital  wiU  not 
of  themselves  become  immediately  or  extensively 
employed  in  manufactures,  without  the  fostering 
aid  of  Go vermnent,  especially  in  seasons  of  great 
distress.  They  are  not  so  immediately  productive 
in  these  occupations,  and  in  times  of  pressure  and 
embarrassment,  men  look,  and  are  obliged  to  look, 
more  to  an  immediate  profit  and  relief  than  to  ul- 
timate and  permanent  advantage.  In  times  of 
extreme  neea  our  daily  wants  must  be  satisfied ; 
we  dread  the  slow  progress  of  permanent  success. 
Besides  this,  the  cnanffing  from  one  business  to 
another  is  always  an  affair  of  time,  and  has  to  en- 
counter the  force  of  old  habits,  and  many  other 
impediments  extremely  difficult  to  surmount.  We 
see  the  force  of  habit  constantly^  exemplified  in  the 
stubborn  preference  which  is  given  to  foreign  fab- 
rics, whidi  we  have  long  been  accustomed  to  use, 
over  domestic  productions  of  an  eoual  or  even  su- 
perior quality.  The  knowledge  ot  such  a  preju- 
dice, too,  cannot  fail  to  deter  the  capitalist  from 
encountering  it.  The  first  impulse  of  such  neces- 
sity would  be  discerned  in  the  manufacturing  in 
families  for  their  home  consumption,  and  even 
this  is  slow.  But  manufacturing  establishments, 
which  are  to  afford  employment  to  the  labor  of  the 
country  upon  a  scale  commensurate  with  our  con- 
dition, require  both  capital  and  skill.  Property  of 
a  considerable  value  must  be  purchased,  improve- 
ments made,  and  costly  machinery  constructed, 
iphich  are  not  adapted  to  other  pursuits ;  and  in 
the  ac^uMtion  of  stdll  capital  also,  as  well  as  time, 


must  be  consumed.  Agriculture  may  be  pursued 
without  much  capital,  and  there  are  few  who  do 
not  possess  sufficient  knowledge  to  cultivate  the 
land,  in  which  but  little  risk  is  required ;  but  a 
failure  in  the  manufacturing  enterprise  is  frequent- 
ly attended  with  entire  ruin.  The  apprehension 
of  their  risks,  in  competition  with  the  foreigners, 
whose  skill  has  been  matured  by  a  century,  ana 
whose  capital  has  grown  up  under  the  invigorat- 
ing hand  of  national  encouragement  is,  of  itself, 
sufficient  to  forbid  the  experiment.  It  is,  more- 
over, the  result  of  the  experience  of  all  times  and 
ages  that  the  success  of  manufactures  has  depended 
upon  governmental  aid ;  they  have  never  flour- 
isned  any  where  without  it.  And  if  encourage- 
ment has  been  found  necessary  in  other  nations, 
and  in  early  periods,  how  much  mpK  is  it  requirea 
in  this  country,  where,  in  addition  to  the  general 
considerations  and  intrinsic  difficulties  already 
referred  to,  we  have  to  contend  with  the  bounties 
and  premiums  of  other  nations,  conferred  with  the 
express  view  of  stifling  our  iniant  enterprise,  and 
preserving  their  mature  ascendency.  Such  a  rival- 
ship  is  too  unequal  to  be  encountered.  Without 
public  aid  the  contest  would  be  hopeless. 

The  case  is  fairly  presented,  then,  sir,  in  which, 
from  various  causes,  our  home  productions  cannot 
stand  a  competition  with  those  of  foreign  nations 
in  our  market;  and  in  which  our  national  in- 
dustry is  incapable  of  being  stimulated  by  the 
rivalship  of  foreign  industry.  In  such  a  ease,  the 
best  writers  upon  political  economy  pronounce 
the  interposition  of  the  Government  necessary.  In 
such  a  case  the  most  liberal  aid  cannot  possibly  do 
harm,  since  it  only  accelerates  a  state  of  things 
whicn  it  is  necessary  for  the  interests  of  the  coun- 
try should  take  place.  Sir,  it  would  be  unwise  to 
await  the  slow  and  miserable  progress  of  our  un- 
assisted labor  in  such  a  conflict,  marked,  as  it 
would  be^  by  the  evils  of  individual  want  and  pub- 
lic imbecility.  Nor.  sir,  can  we  forget  our  obliga- 
tion to  those  who  nave  already  embarked  their 
fortunes  in  manufacturing  establishments,  in  the 
full  confidence  that  their  efforts  would  be  cherished 
and  sustained  by  the  national  protection. 

The  degree  in  which  the  encouragement  shall 
be  afford^  is,  then,  sir,  the  only  remaining  ques- 
tion. I  am  willing  that  this  should  be  measured 
by  the  capacity  of  our  labor^nd  the  obstacles  with 
which  it  has  to  contend.  But  it  should  be  suffi- 
cient to  produce  a  successful  rivalship,  and  secure 
the  preference  in  the  home  market,  i  do  not  advo- 
cate the  policy  of  prematurely  drawing  the  labor 
from  one  branch  ot  industry  to  another ;  by  extra- 
ordinary encouragement,  or  by  high  duties,  to  create 
a  capacity  which  is  to  be  useful  some  twenty  years 
hence.  But,  where  we  possess  the  capacity,  wniclu 
by  a  due  preference  in  our  own  market,  would 
supply  our  consumption  with  those  articles,  with 
the  raw  material  of  which  our  own  country 
abounds ;  there,  I  contend,  the  duty  becomes  im- 
perious to  cherish  the  capacity,  and  stimulate  it  to 
the  highest  activity.  It  is  in  this  point  of  view, 
among  others,  that  the  policy  of  the  friends  of  the 
tariff  avoid  the  narrow  construction  now  put  upon 
the  visionary  theories  of  political  economists ;  it  is 
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not  entirely  giving  a  new  direction  to  the  labor  of 
the  country,  or  creating  new  habits  or  employ- 
ments at  a  great  expense  upon  other  classes,  it 
finds  the  capacity  existing;  it  looks  to  the  direc- 
tion which  men's  own  dispositions  and  the  course 
of  events  have  given  to  tne  labor,  and  finding  it 
struggling  with  a  foreign  competition,  it  steps  in  to 
its  aid,  cherishes  its  resources,  and  secures  them 
the  scope  of  the  home  market.  But  the  relief 
should  be  prompt  and  efiectual.  If  the  first  tariff 
had  gone  to  the  extent  now  proposed,  many  of  the 
evils  of  which  we  now  complain  would  have  been 
avoided.  It  is  no  answer  to  say,  that  the  tariff  was 
then  deemed  sufficient ;  and  if  the  manufacturers 
then  believed  it  would  be^  it  only  proves  that  they 
desired  no  extravagant  aid.  One  thins;,  however, 
is  certain,  that  Congress  did  not  fix  the  duties  at 
as  high  a  rate  as  was  recommended  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  and  the  result  has  clearly 
proved  its  entire  inadequacy. 

Do  gentlemen  doubt  the  capacity  of  our  labor 
to  supply  our  home  consumption  with  all  the  ar- 
ticles of  prime  necessity — the  ^eat  object  of  every 
provident  government  1  I  refer  them  to  the  pro- 
gress which  has  been  already  made,  under  all  dis- 
advantages, in  the  manufacture  of  coarse  cottons 
and  woollens,  iron,  glass,  paper,  leather,  and  cord- 
age. In  quality,  they  are,  in  all  respects,  equal, 
and  in  many  instances  superior,  to  the  foreign  ar- 
ticle. Cramped  as  we  have  been,  we  have  manu- 
factured one-third  of  our  cotton  crop,  and  with 
the  few  hands  which  the  owners  of  these  establish- 
ments have  been  able  to  employ,  they  have  sup- 
plied clothing  for  the  Army  and  Navy,  and  grad- 
ually introduced  their  fabrics  into  most  parts  of  the 
interior  of  the  country.  Of  each  of  these  branches 
of  manufactures,  our  own  country  affords  the  raw 
materials  in  abundance,  and  for  the  raw  material 
of  iron,  glass,  leather,  and  cordage,  we  have  no 
demand  abroad.  The  raw  material  of  iron  and 
glass  is  entirely  worthless,  unless  used  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  fabrics  of  this  manufacture,  and 
are  by  that  means  constituted  a  new  and  exhaust- 
less  source  of  wealth  to  the  nation.  If,  therefore, 
we  depend  upon  the  foreign  supply  for  these  articles, 
besides  leavine  our  laror  idle,  we  abandon  this 
source  of  wealth  at  home,  and  pay  a  premium  to 
a  foreign  nation,  for  converting  unprofitable  mate- 
rials into  articles  of  great  profit  and  advantage  to 
their  labor,  at  our  expense!  And  yet  it  has  been 
said,  in  the  debate,  that  our  manufactures  contri- 
bute nothing  to  the  national  wealth!  Sir,  let  us 
consider  the  operation  of  manufacturing  labor  upon 
the  wealth  of  the  nation.  It  would  appear  to  my 
mind  to  be  a  proposition  too  clear  for  argument, 
that  a  nation  who  labors  to  supply  its  own  wants, 
instead  of  hiring  foreigners  to  do  it,  as  certainly 
grows  rich  by  the  operation,  as  does  an  individual 
who  pursues  the  same  process.  If,  instead  of  send- 
ing abroad  twenty  millions  of  dollars  annually,  to 
pay  the  British  manufacturer  for  his  fabrics,  we 
should  make  them  at  home,  by  labor  which  would 
be  otherwise  unemployed,  then  if  we  should  not 
save  to  the  country  that  twenty  millions  of  dollars, 
there  can  be  no  confidence  in  mathematical  cer- 
tainty.   I  invite  the  attention  of  gentlemen  to  a 


few  calculations  as  to  the  effect  of  employing  the 
home  labor  in  this  way. 

England  draws  the  raw  material  of  her  cotton, 
woollen,  and  leather  manufactures,  principaUy, 
from  otner  others,  and  yet  Colquhoan  estimates 
her  clear  gain  per  annum,  upon  these  three  arti- 
cles alone,  deducting  the  cost  of  the  raw  material, 
at  fifty-three  million  pounds  sterling.  This  is  the 
result  of  a  system  which  buys  the  raw  material 
and  sells  the  manufactured  article;  bat  in  this 
country,  where  we  should  work  up  otir  own  raw 
material,  which  we  cannot  easily  dispose  of  in 
any  other  way,  the  effect  would  be  still  more 
stnkinjg^.  We  have  already  made  sofficient  pro- 
gress m  this  country,  not  oniv  to  derelope  the 
capacity  of  our  labor,  but  to  illustrate  its  condu- 
civeness  to  individual  and  national  wealth.  The 
able  report  of  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Manufactures  of  1816,  states  that,  at  that  time, 
100,000  persons  were  employed  in  tne  cotton  estab- 
lishments alone,  in  the  United  States,  and  that  of 
these,  10,000  were  males  over  seventeen  yean, 
66,000  women  and  female  children,  and  24,000 
boys  under  seventeen  years  of  age.  They  em- 
ployed a  capital  of  940,000,000.  They  used,  of 
cotton,  27,000,000  pounds,  which, -at  thirty  cents. 
amounted  to  $8,000,000,  and  they  produced,  of 
yards,  81,000,000,  which,  at  thirty  cents,  would 
amount  to  $24,000,000,  and  yield  a  net  cain  to 
the  country  of  sixteen  million  two  htmdred  thou- 
sand dollars.  It  ought  to  be  remembered  that,  of 
this  sum,  at  least  fifteen  mUlions  of  dollars  went 
into  the  pockets  of  these  100,000  poor  people  em- 
ployed in  the  establishments,  and  blessed  them  with 
competence  and  honest  independence:  it  thus 
passed  into  general  circulation,  and  filled  up  the 
veins  throughout  the  body  of  the  nation.  What, 
give  me  leave  to  ask,  would  have  been  the  condi- 
tion of  these  100,000  people  had  they  not  been  so 
employed?  It  is  too  plam  that  they  would  have 
been  in  idleness  and  want — ^rather  the  objects  of 
public  charity  than  the  active  contributors  to  pub- 
lic wealth ;  while,  at  the  same  time,  the  sixteen 
million  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  would  bare 
passed  out  of  the  country,  and  gone  into  the  pocket 
of  the  foreign  laborer  and  capitalist  Le|  us  ex- 
tend the  calculation  to  our  actual  capacity,  and 
contrast  it  with  the  effects  of  a  foreign  soppiy- 

Our  exports  of  cotton,  in  one  year,  hare  been 
estimated  at  90,000,000  pounds,  which,  at  sateen 
cents,  would  be  worth  $13,400,000;  our  labor  is 
capable  of  manufacturing  this  at  home;  but  if  we 
procure  our  supply  from  a  foreign  country,  we 
should  take  270,000,000  yards,  which,  at  sixteen 
cents,  would  amount  to  $43,000,000,  and  weshouJd 
pay  to  the  foreign  laborer  $29,600,000,  which  we 
m^ht  have  paid  to  our  own. 

The  same  report  of  the  Committee  of  tom- 
merce  and  Manufactures  states  that,  in  the  y^ 
1816,  there  was  invested  in  the  establishments  w 
the  manufacture  of  wool,  including  buildings  m 
machinery,  a  capital  of  $12,000,000;  and  ^; 
mated  the  raw  material  consumed  at  V^fi^r^^ 
and  the  increased  value  of  manufacmnflg  a» 
$12,000,000.  By  these  establishments,  thereiore, 
even  upon  this  contracted  scale,  we  made  at  nm 
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$19,000,000  worth  of  woollen  goods,  which,  if  we 
had  brought  from  Europe,  would  nave  cost  the 
sum  of  912,000,000,  the  value  of  manufacturing. 
Nor  was  the  profits  of  these  operations  confined  to 
the  manufacturing  labor  immediately  employed ; 
the  capital  which  erected  the  establishments  and 
constracted  the  machinery  enriched  the  mechanic, 
and  that  which  purchased  the  raw  material  went 
into  the  hands  of  the  agriculturist,  which  is  an 
additional  illustration  of  the  universal  difiusion  of 
these  benefits  throughout  ail  classes  of  the  com- 
munity- 
Nothing  can  be  plainer,  sif,  than  that,  by  this 
operation  of  laboring  at  home,  we  add  a  clear 
gain  to  the  national  stock ;  and  the  force  of  the 
argument  is  not  weakened  by  the  remark  which 
has  been  made,  that  it  puts  nothing  more  into  the 

Eocket  of  the  cotton  grower  than  if  the  articles 
ad  been  procured  from  abroad.    It  takes  nothing 
from  him,  but,  while  it  ^ives  greater  scope  and 
certainty  to  his  market,  it  rewards  the  labor  of 
other  parts  of  the  country  which  otherwise  woidd 
be  imporerished.    And  can  it  be  denied  that  every 
addition  to  the  general  stock  redounds  to  the  com- 
mon benefit  1  Sin  the  wealth  thus  accumulated  hj 
the  individuals,  of  whose  immediate  exertions  it  is 
the  reward,  does  not  lie  idle  in  their  hands ;  it  goes 
directly  into  the  general  circulation.    It  becomes 
the  interest  of  every  class  to  render  the  earnings 
of  their  labor  immediately  and  extensively  profita- 
ble; they  are  laid  out  in  procuring  an  increased 
supply  of  articles  for  consumption;  m  the  purchase 
and  improvement  of  land ;  in  the  erection  of  build- 
ings, both  of  taste  and  utility  |  in  projecting  roads 
and  canals,  and  in  all  those  liberal  objects  of  pub- 
lic improvement  which  accompany  the  possession 
of  ease  and  riches.    These  again  open  and  pro- 
mote new  sources  of  labor  and  expenditure.    The 
agriculturist  feels  the  impulse  in  the  increased 
value  of  his  land  and  estate;  and,  together  with 
the  merchant  and  all  others,  m  the  abundance  of 
capital  and  facility  of  intercourse,  the  laborer  and 
mechanic  find  full  employment  and  liberal  prices ; 
specie  abounds  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  and 
ease  and  plenty  crown  the  exertions  of  every 
toinch  of  industry.    This  state  of  things  has  ever 
been  the  result  ot  a  fiourishing  state  of  manufac- 
turing labor  in  all  countries  and  times  in  which  it 
has  been  cherished.    I  can  assure  gentlemen  that 
1  have  witnessed  the  practical  illustration  of  this 
system  upon  that  part  of  the  country  in  which  I 
reside,  when  the  stimulus  of  the  late  war  had 
given  life  and  activity  to  its  industry,  and  put  the 
establishments  upon  the  banks  of  the  Brandy  wine 
in  full  operation.    And,  sir,  if  I  did  not  feel  too 
keenly  for  those  of  my  fellow-citizens  who  have 
felt  its  effects,  and  for  the  c(»idition  of  a  country, 
for  many  reasons  dear  to  me,  I  could  delineate  the 
melancholy  reverse  which  now  enfeebles  the  hand 
of  labor  and  paralyzes  every  species  of  enterprise. 
Nor.  Mr.  Speaker,  is  the  policy  proposed  by  the 
tariff  liable  to  the  objection  which  has  been  urged 
of  increasing  the  price  of  the  articles,  and  thus 
operating  as  a  tax  upon  the  consumer  for  the  en- 
couragement of  a  few  manufacturers.    The  man- 
ufactorers  do  not  ask  you  to  enaUe  them  to  sell 


higher,  but  to  sell  at  all ;  they  do  not  wish  you  to 
raise  the  price  of  their  articles,  but  to  enable  them 
to  sell  in  our  own  markets,  now  monopolized  by 
foreign  bounty.  The  profits  of  the  manufacturer 
depend  no  less  upon  the  quantity  sold  tlian  the 
price  obtained  for  it ;  and  give  the  American  man- 
ufacturer his  own  market,  and  he  desires  no  in- 
crease of  his  price.  Nor  could  he  calculate  upon 
such  an  increase,  when  the  effect  of  the  policy 
would  be  ultimately  to  reduce  the  price  in  a  con- 
siderable decree.  The  price  of  any  article^  whe- 
ther of  foreign  or  domestic  product,  must,  m  the 
nature  of  things,  be  regulated  by  the  proportion  of 
the  supply  to  the  demand.  If  tne  supply  be  abun- 
dant, the  price  will  be  low ;  and  if  high,  it  will  be 
scarce. 

The  foreigner  will  always  get  for  his  article  the 
highest  price  he  can.    The  liome  manufacturer 
wfll  do  no  more.  It  is  this  proportion  which  keeps 
down  the  price,  where  the  supply  is  a  foreign  one; 
and  why  will  it  not  produce  the  same  efiect  where 
it  is  domestic  ?    If  we  possess  the  capacity  to  sup- 
ply the  demand,  as  I  have  shown  we  do,  the  same 
principle  wUl  operate,  and  the  competition  at  home 
will  produce  the  same  effect  as  that  among  foreign- 
ers, Init  it  will  produce  even  a  greater  one.    Our 
opponents  are  obliged  to  admit,  as  especially  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  0 ar- 
bour,} who  has  ingeniously  attempted  to  render  it 
subservient  to  his  argument,  that  our  use  of  im- 
proved machinery  places  us  upon  an  equality  with 
foreign  nations  on  the  score  of  labor,  and  tnat  in 
all  ouer  respects  we  have  the  advantage.  If,  then, 
the  foreign  monopoly  were  done  away,  we  could 
bring  the  article  into  the  market  cheaper,  because 
we  save  the  expense  of  distant  transportation. 
We  place  the  manufacturer  and  consumer  by  the 
side  of  each  other,  by  which  means  the  articles  are 
brought  into  market  unattended  by  the  costs  of 
transportation,  freight^  insurance,  and  the  profits 
of  the  merchant.  But  if  I  were  to  concede,  tor  the 
sake  of  argument  merely,  that  the  price  would  be 
higher  for  a  short  time,  it  would  be  but  temporary, 
and  the  increase  of  the  price  immediately  tempt- 
ing the  further  emi^oyment  of  labor,  the  supoly 
would  at  once  become  proportionably  greater.  Tnis 
temporary  enhancement  of  price  would  not  only 
be  compensated  by  an  ultimate  reduction,  but  by 
an  immediate  addition  to  the  national  wealth,  as 
I  have  already  shown.    These  are  the  considera- 
tions which  render  the  apprehensions  on  the  score 
of  high  price  wordiless  in  the  eye  of  the  statesman 
who  looKs  to  the  lasting  and  substantial  interests 
of  his  country,  who  lays  the  foundation  of  her 
glory  and  independence  upon  a  firm  and  lasting 
basis,  and  compares  the  inconvenience  of  a  tem- 
porary privation  with  the  stren^h  and  durability 
of  her  future  progress.    I  am  willing  to  submit  to 
this  temporary  eimancemcnt  of  price,  if  it  is  to  be 
so,  and  I  am  willing  to  compel  my  constituents  to 
do  so. 

But  it  is  said,  and  with  a  seriousness  which 
would  indicate  it  as  the  chief  source  of  apprehen- 
sion with  our  opponents,  that  this  employment  of 
our  labor  will  be  prejudicial  to  our  agriculture  and 
I  commerce  I    From  the  ccmsiderations  I  have  al- 
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ready  endeavored  to  present,  in  the  course  of  ar- 
gument I  hare  adopted,  these  obieetions  would 
appear  to  me  to  be  groundless,  and  in  a  great  de- 
gree answered.  But  there  are  too  many  sound 
reflections  establishing  a  mutualLtv  of  interest  in 
the  three  branches  of  mdustry,  to  be  slightly  pass- 
ed by. 

I  nave  already  adverted  to  the  condition  of  our 
commercial  enterprise.  We  have  already  seen 
how  very  much  it  has  been  circumfcribed.  and 
that,  without  the  recurrence  of  events  which  we 
cannot  reasonably  anticipate,  it  can  never  expand 
to  its  former  dimensions.  In  contracting  our  wants 
of  foreign  labor,  therefore,  in  the  extent  to  which 
I  have  limited  my  views,  and  in  cherishing,  of  our 
own  manufacture,  articles  of  the  first  necessity,  we 
do  not  abridffe  the  commercial  enterpTise-*<we  pim- 
ply employ  we  labor,  which  it  cannot  do,  without 
injury  to  the  niition,  and  we  leave  it  an  amnle 
range  for  all  its  means,  in  that  portion  of  the  K)f- 
eign  trade  with  which  we  cannot  now^  a>od  per- 
haps never  can  dispense.  Sir,  this  abridgment  in 
the  commercial  txade  will  take  place  wimout  the 
tariff.  We  cannot  long  endure  the  destructive 
balance  of  tr^de  we  have  already  seen  accumulat- 
ing. We  shall  be  driven  to  contract  our  wants 
by  lessening  our  consumption ;  our  inability  to  pay 
for  them  will  oblige  us  to  curtail  our  foreign  im- 
portations, whether  we  nass  this  tariff  or  not. 

But  if  we  labor  at  home,  as  we  incretise  our 
means  we  shall  increase  our  ability  to  use  those 
articles  of  luxury,  for  which  we  rely  upon  the  for- 
etfn  trade,  and  thus  continually  enlarge  the  sphere 
of  commercial  capital,  and  give  a  new  spring  to 
its  activity. 

The  Gomiaercial  labor  and  capital  will  also  find 
additional  employment  in  an  enlarged  coasting 
trade,  to  whicn  an  improved  home  market  would 

S've  rise,  and  we  cannot  be  unmindful  that,  in  our 
ture  progress,  it  may  become  our  privilege  to  sell 
to  others  the  articles  which  we  are  now  compelled 
to  buy  from  them.  The  day  is  not  distant  when 
the  South  American  market  will  open  to  qs  a  vent 
for  all  our  s9rplM8,  in  which,  with  the  fos^ring  aid 
of  our  Government,  we  may  sustain  a  rivt^ship 
with  every  other  nation.  In  such  an  event,  our 
commereial  activity  would  have  the  most  ample 
scope. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  interest  of  the  agricultu- 
rist in  the  success  or  the  manufacturing  labor,  ap- 
pears to  me  so  manifest  that  I  cannot  suppress  my 
surprise,  that  ingenuity  itself  has  been  able  to  flame 
an  objection  upon  this  part  of  the  subject.  The 
benefits  conferred  upon  the  a^cultural  interest 
have  served,  more  than  any  thing  else,  to  fix  my 
conviction  in  favor  of  this  tariffl 

I  have  already  adverted  to  the  present  depressed 
and  embaFrassea  ^Ote  of  our  agriculture,  and  have 
endeavored  to  show  the  general  spirit  of  energy 
and  exertion  which  the  accumulation  of  wei^lui, 
by  the  employment  of  the  home  labor  must  pro- 
duce^ and  the  manner  in  which  its  first  spring 
would  be  felt  by  the  agricultural  interest  As  the 
agricultural  latlor  is  at  the  end  of  the  foundation 
of  every  other,  it  is  the  first  to  share  in  their  pros- 
perity ;  the  success  of  manufactories  cannot  s«bdue 


it  from  the  labor  employed  in  agricultate,  a^  has 
been  argued,  and  must,  therefore  only  impart  wk 
vigor  to  its  energies.  The  national  encourage- 
ment, confined  to  the  objects  which  I  iuiTe  speci- 
fied, would  do  no  more  (nan  employ  that  portioB 
of  labor  which  the  weakness  of  the  defl^and  renden 
useless  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  the  manufac- 
tures allud^  to  would  be  conducted  principally  by 
new  labor,  or  l^ibor  ^at  could  not  be  otiierwise 
employed,  but  would  be  idle  and  unproductiTe. 
We  have  seen  that  labor  in  manofactoring'  esiab- 
lishments  consists,  for  the  most  part,  in  machinery^ 
and  women  and  children,  and,  in  addition  to  the 
remarks  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia^ 

S^Mr.  Barbodr,)  demonstrating  the  wonderful  ti- 
ed of  machinery,  it  may  be  observed,  that  the 
use  of  it  is  a  clear  addition  to  the  national  labor, 
requiring  no  expense  to  support  it  The  use  of  this 
powerful  auxibary,  tweaks  up  all  the  foqndations 
upon  which  the  old  objection  rests,  that,  in  new 
OQimtries  and  a  thin  popujation,  manufoctnres  m 
injurious.  The  emi^oyment  oi  women  and  ciiil- 
dren  open  to  the  fhrmer  new  sources  of  piofit,  by 
offering  new  occupations  to  his  family,  and  con- 
tributing to  their  subsistence.  I  do  not  admit  the 
daqgerous  influfence  cf  i>uch  occupation  upon  the 
morals  of  the  children.  There  is  no  sound  theory 
which  authorizes  us  to  infer  that  coDstant  employ- 
ment, rather  than  idleness  imd  poverty,  injures  the 
moral  character ;  apd  my  own  obserTatuon  direct- 
ly contradict  the  assertion.  I  de  not  believe  there 
is  <iny  disuiet  of  country  in  which  there  is  less  vice 
and  criminality,  than  in  the  manufacturing  estab- 
lishments in  the  vicinity  of  my  residence,  and  par- 
ticularly those  located  upon  the  Brandywine.  Ia 
these  establiahinents  there  are  hundreds  of  poor 
children  employed,  and  I  am  sure  that  the  utmost 
attention  is  paid  to  their  moral  habits^  and  a  sys- 
tem of  schools  ajid  education  have  ben  founded, 
through  the  Ifterality  of  their  employers,  which 
yield  them  «^  fund  of  instruction  which  they  could 
never  hope  to  acquire  from  the  poverty  of  their 
parents. 

But  even  if  a  few  haads  should  be  lakeu  ^rom 
the  agricultunU  pursuits,  no  injury  could  result 
from  It.  We  ahready  rai^  more  than  we  can  send 
abroad,  and  the  effect  would  only  be  to  improve 
the  soil)  and  raise  more  from  fewer  »cks»  uid  mtb 
less  labor,  and  of  ccmsequence  with|re»ter  profit; 
a  system  of  cultivation  which,  I  bmTe,  it  ts  the 
interest  of  every  agriculturist  to  pursue.  We  cul- 
tivate too  mucn  poor  land,  and  waste  our  law 
upon  an  impoverished  soiL  .  . 

The  great  inteteat^  however,  which  the  igncol- 
tMrisft  has  in  the  success  of  manufactures,  is  the 
home  market  which  they  afford  for  his  sanv^ 
prodMcts;  a  consideration  in  which  is  involved 
every  motive  which  is  calculated  to  tavigort^ 
agricultural  Ubor,  and  secune  the  national  i&de- 
pendence.  . 

The  home  market  ip  both  of  greater  scope  and 
of  much  more  certainty  than  the  foreigit  ^^^^ 
it  increases  with  the  growth  of  the  country,  aw 
enlarges  with  the  sphere  of  our  .wants,  ^f  ^,  {* 
our  supidies  from  our  own  manufacturing  ^^^^ 
the  demand  for  the  raw  material  and  thetgncui- 
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tural  product,  would  pccserre  the  proper  propor- 
tion, and  insure  their  conflomption  witoout  a  de- 
pendence apon  foreign  demand.  The  state  of  a 
foreign  madket  depends  upon  the  wants  and  policy 
of  foreign  interests^  never  favorable  to  ours,  and 
often  c^iflicting  with  them.  It  is  completely  at 
the  mexej  not  only  of  the  disputes  of  foreign  na- 
tions with  ua,  but  also  of  their  particular  reuitions 
among  themselves,  which  we  cannot  either  avert 
or  control.  If  our  market  is  abroad,  the  arrival  of 
every  ship  will  produce  a  fluctuation,  and  either 
reduce  oar  prices^  or  raise  them,  to  be  again  sud- 
denly daprcsaod,  baffling  the  most  prudent  calcu- 
ktioBs  ol  the  farmer.  If  it  is  at  home,  the  vary- 
ing couoe  of  foreign  policy  cannot  affect  it ;  thiugs 
flow  on  in  an  erai  channel,  and  the  labcHrs  of  the 
agricultucifit  and  manufacturer  mutually  cheer 
each  other,  and  impart  new  vigor  to  the  home 
labor. 

I  do  not  attach  any  weight  to  the  argument 
which  lugea  the  inadequacy  of  the  home  market. 
If  the  bnmches  of  manufactures,  to  which  I  have 

grincipftUr  adverted,  were  in  full  operation,  their 
ibor  would  rely  entirely  for  their  supply  upon  the 
agricukoral  chisa,  iast^  of  raising  for  tbem- 
selvea,  as  they  are  now  eompeUed  to  do  from  ne- 
cessity ;  and  they  wiwld  certainly  consume  aiul 
require  as  much  as  the  foreign  labor.  The  con- 
sideration applies  with  peculiar  force  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  where  the  agrieultufal  labor,  from  the 
great  diversity  of  soil  and  dima^,  And  the  best 
profit  in  the  productbn  of  articles  peculiarly 
adapted  to  the  manufttcturing  demand*  The  de- 
mand of  the  agriculturist  for  the  products  of  the 
woollen,  cotton,  iron,  and  glass  manufacturer,  of 
the  maker  of  paper  and  leather,  of  the  hatters,  ful- 
lers, and  dvers,  and  the  numerous  other  trades  con- 
nected with  these,  is  extensive  and  constant,  and 
it  is  impossible  to  suppose  that  all  these,  when  in 
full  operation,  will  not  furnish  a  complete  market 
for  the  agricaltmral  produce  which  will,  of  neces- 
sity, be  Manied  to  the  demand,  by  which  means  a 
market  would  be  afforded  for  many  of  the  agricul- 
tural products  in  a  much  greater  extent  than  could 
be  othemdae  esqpected,  such  as  the  ores  of  iron  and 
glass,  coal,  fnel  of  all  kinds,  vegetables,  dye«fltuA, 
and  grain  itaeli',  wheie  it  is  used  in  some  oranehes 
of  manufacture  for  other  than  the  purpose  of  food. 
There  would  also  be  an  increased  and  inoreasing 
demand,  by  multiplying  the  number  of  consumers 
by  emigmtion  from  foreign  countries,  and  by  in- 
creasing the  capacity  to  consame.  Men  live  in 
proportion  to  their  mean^— ^bundanse  flows  in 
the  train  of  riches,  and  the  conamption  is  always 
in  proportion  to  the  wealth  of  the  consumers. 

But  the  home  market  wiU  also  be  more  perma- 
nent, since  it  will  always  depend  upon  our  own 
wants  and  condition.  Foretgn  nations  possess 
both  the  disposition  and  abiuty  to  depress  our 
a^cultoral  labor;  and  though  gentlemen  now 
afiect  to  attach  more  impOTtance  to  the  apprehen- 
sion of  their  capacity  to  undersell  us  in  our  own 
market,  they  should  not  overlook  a  danger  much 
more  inuoinent  and  equally  fatal — their  capacity 
to  dispense  with  our  productions  in  their  masfcet. 
When  snch  an  event,  to  which  the  whok  seopcv 
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of  foreign  jX)lioy  is  tendinff,  shall  happen,  the  im- 
portance of  the  home  market  will  be  taught  by  n 
necessity  which  a  wise  foresight  should  now  pro- 
vide against. 

I  have  already  adverted  to  the  redoadant  popu- 
lation which  the  present  state  of  Kurqpe  will  ne- 
cessarily employ  in  agricultural  pursuits,  which 
are  presented  in  the  wide  scope  of  territory  which 
each  of  those  Powers  possess.  England  hersdf 
has  much  land  which  she  may  yet  reduce  to  cul- 
tivation, so  that  every  year  they  will  diminidx 
their  wants  of  our  supply.  I  entreat  gentlemen 
from  the  South  to  consider  the  argument,  in  re- 
f[ard  to  the  single  article  of  cotton,  as  illustrating 
Its  fullest  force.  Foreign  nations  are  annually 
taking  less  of  this  article  from  the  United  States, 
and  using  every  means  in  their  power  .to  dispense 
with  our  si^^ly  altogether.  £ven  England,  from 
whom  we  must  proeure  our  fabrics,  umess  we  de- 
termine to  work  for  ourselves,  is  annually  incre^s^ 
ing  her  siwply  from  India  and  BrazU,  and  les- 
sening it  from  us ;  and  it  will  be  obseryedi  by .41 
reference  to  Seybert's  Statistics,  that,  whUe  her 
importations  ^om  the  United  States  aare  near]^ 
stationary,  those  from  India  and  Brazil  fire  qma- 
rupled,  and  yet  we  hesitate  to  provide  a  m^ket  ajt 
home,  and  counteract  a  foreign  policy  which  reass 
its  industry  upon  the  ruins  of  our  prosperity! 
Foreigners  rival  us  ifx  the  raw  material  of  cotton, 
wool,  iron,  glass,  and  paper;  th^y  rend^  qurs 
useless  at  home  by  refusmg  to  receive  them  from 
us,  and  yet  compel  us  to  pay  them  for  working  up 
their  own  for. our  use ! 

The  home  market  would  reconcile  the  in^rests 
of  every  section  of  the  Union,  and  convert  the  only 
diversities  which  ought  ever  to  exist  in  this.coua- 
try-^those  of  soil  and  climste-<*into  common  bles- 
sings and  sooroes  of  national  prosperity.  .  By  it  the 
three  great  branches  of  industry  would  equally 
redouM  to  the  general  eood ;  they  would  be  uuite^ 
by  the  same  bond  and  Tabor  for  the  same  purpo^ : 
their  nroflts  WQuld  flow  in  a  common  cha|in^,jano 
fructify  a  common  coai»tiy. 

Suppose  it  shotdd  be  conceded,  as  has  been  con- 
teudd,  that  the  mauiufaQturing  establishments 
would  be  prinAipaUy  located  in  the  £a#^^:xi  an^ 
Middle,  and  some  of  the  Western  StaJtes^  itbeir 
depeadence  upon  the  South  for  the  supply  oif  ,th|^ 
raw  malerial  would  necessarily  produce  a.ccimmoii 
iuterest  throughout  the  whole.  The  cottQQ,wool, 
indigo,  ihemp,  rice,  ai|d  sugar,  of  the  South  jind 
West,  would  be  exchanged  for  the  manufactured 
productions  of  the  other  parts  of  the  UnioUi  and 
thus  produce  a  course  of  trade  equ|iUy  beneliciSil 
;to  all  parts  of  the  community,  ana  not  less  jurqfit- 
able  than  any  foreign  commerce  upon  which  we 
can  calculate. 

If  I  had  not  already  consumed  more  than  my 
share  of  the  time  of  the  House,  I  codid  easily  show 
the  superior  advantases  of  the  employment  of  cap- 
ital in  the  home  trade,  to  the  extent  now  contem- 
plated, refeiring  to  both  England  and  France  for 
an  illustration.  It  will  be  suflSicient,  howevfsr, 
merely  to.  glance  at  the  course  of  such  a  trade  in 
the  United  States.  The  mercbsint  at  CharlestQU^ 
for  example,  would  lay  out  a  capital  of  tweoty 
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thousand  dollars  in  produce  purchased  of  the  West- 
em  farmer,  which  he  woula  sell  to  the  planters  of 
the  South  for  cotton  worth  twenty-four  thousand 
dollars.  This  he  would  ship  to  the  Eastern  or 
Middle  States,  and  exchange  it  for  twenty-eiffht 
diousand  dollars  worth  of  manufactured  articles, 
with  which  the  demands  of  the  South  would  be 
supplied.  It  must  be  perceived  at  once  that,  in 
eyery  step  of  this  progress,  the  home  labor  is  stim- 
ulated ;  the  ind^ustry  of  our  own  citizens  in  the 
North.  South,  and  West,  is  equally  benefited  to 
the  full  amount  of  the  capital  employed,  which  is 
kept  rapidly  and  constantly  circulating.  But  if  the 
merchant  of  Charleston  should  exchange  his  West- 
ern produce  or  Southern  cotton  in  Europe,  for 
foreign  goods,  the  labor  of  this  country  would  be 
benefited  onlv  to  the  extent  of  his  profits,  and  his 
capital  would  be  employed  as  much  for  the  benefit 
of  foreigners  as  that  or  our  citizens,  of  which  we 
are  every  day  feeling  the  evil  effects.  We  are 
sensible  of  the  evU,  and  we  cannot  mistake  the 
remedy. 

We  Dossess  a  country  highly  favored  by  Provi- 
dence^ nlled  with  resources  ample  for  all  our  wants. 
It  is  for  us  to  adopt  a  svstem  of  policy  which  shall 
draw  them  forth,  ana  make  them  active,  and 
which  shall  protect  the  home  labor  a^inst  foreign 
competition,  and  which  shall  provide  the  home 
marltet  accessible  by  roads  and  canals. 

I  owe  the  House  an  apology  for  having  con- 
sumed so  much  time,  and  will  only  repeat  my  hope 
that  the  motion  may  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Lowndes  said,  that,  after  the  view  which 
had  been  taken  of  the  question  before  the  House 
by  his  friends  who  had  already  spoken,  he  should 
not  attempt  a  systematic  exposition  of  the  grounds 
of  his  vote;  because,  in  doins  so,  he  would  be 
obliged  to  employ  arguments  which  they  had  stated 
more  clearly  and  strongly  than  he  could  do.  On 
this  account  his  observations  must  be  very  desul- 
tory. 

The  question  was  not  whether  manufactures 
were  useful;  a  great  deal  of  trouble  had  been 
taken  to  prove  what  nobody  denied.  Nor  was 
it  eren  the  question,  whether  it  was  the  policy  of 
the  Government  to  encourase  them  by  duties  upon 
foreign  importations.  His  friends  had  shown,  by 
mrguments  which  bad  not  been  answered,  that  that 
employment  of  industry  which  afibrded  the  most 
profit  to  the  individual,  would  ordinarily  conduce 
most  to  the  wealth  of  the  State,  and  that  the  du- 
ties or  nrohibitions  which  should  direct  any  portion 
of  the  labor  of  the  country  to  a  business  wnich  it 
could  not  otherwise  engage  in,  would  usually  be 
found  to  substitute  a  less  profitable  employment 
for  one  which  was  more  so.  If  they  are  rignt,  the 
present  bill,  which  proposed  a  larffe  additional  en- 
couraffement  to  particular  branches  of  industry, 
must  be  entirely  indefensible ;  but,  if  there  were 
doubt  as  to  the  correctness  of  opinions^  (which 
they  held  in  common  with  every  politicu  econo- 
mist, to  whose  work  time  had  given  its  sanction,) 
this  doubt  was  enough  to  dissuade  the  House  from 
further  interference  on  a  subject  on  which  they 
had,  perhaps,  already  gone  too  far.  While  his 
principal  object  would  be  to  show  that  the  en- 


couragement already  afforded  was  as  great  as 
could  reasonably  be  granted,  he  wished,  before  he 
engaged  in  an  inquiry  into  the  degree  of  encoo- 
raffement,  to  advert  to  some  general  princijdes 
which  he  supposed  to  be  involved  in  the  discussion. 

The  gentleman  from  Delaware,  (Mr.  McLane,) 
whose  argument  he  had  heard  with  as  much  atten- 
tion and  pleasure  as  any  of  those  who  most  fully 
concurreu  in  his  opinions,  had  proposed  no  partial 
or  sectional  objects.  He  wished  to  encourage  the 
industry  of  the  nation ;  to  raise  the  value  of  labor 
and  capital  employed  in  every  pursuit.  This  was 
very  patriotic,  but  very  impracticable.  We  can- 
not create  capital.  We  are  not  magicians  or  alchy- 
mists.  We  can  do  no  more  than  to  produce  a 
change  in  the  distribution  of  labor  among  the  dif- 
ferent employments  of  life ;  and,  if  we  increase  the 
profits  of  any  branch  of  industry  by  our  IcgudatioD} 
It  must  be  by  taking  from  one  class  vrhat  we  give 
to  the  other.  Perhaps  the  general  good  might  be 
promoted  by  such  an  act,  fhe  was  not  now  enter- 
ing into  this  question;)  perhaps  the  class  at  whose 
expense  the  interests  of  another  class  were  to  be 
promoted,  might  ultimately  be  indemnified  for  a 
temporary  sacrifice ;  but  the  expectation  must  be 
utterly  illusory,  that  a  bounty  could  be  given  to 
any  branch  or  industry  without,  at  least,  a  tempo- 
ranr  sacrifice  by  some  others. 

It  was  plain  that  the  defence  of  the  Inll  before 
the  House  implied  that  the  industry  employed  in 
manufactures  at  home,  should  be  more  encouraged 
by  the  Gk>vemment  than  that  which  was  engaged 
in  procuriuff  for  us  the  produce  of  foreign  coun- 
tries, in  exchange  for  the  labor  or  produce  of  our 
own.  The  first  was  called  the  home  industry,  and 
the  phrase  had  no  small  influence  in  the  discus- 
sion. In  purchasing  commodities  imported  from 
alnroad,  we  are  supposed  to  encourage  principally 
the  industry  of  a  roreign  State.  Plaosible  as  this 
view  might  appear,  he  thought  that  eren  a  slight 
examination  oi  the  subject  would  show  that  man- 
ufactures and  commerce  might  be  equally  produc- 
tive, and  might  equally  encourage  ''  home  indus- 
try." 

Between  the  results  of  commercial  and  manu- 
facturing industry,  the  difference  is  not  as  great  as 
it  has  been  represented.  In  manufiictures  a  ma- 
terial of  inferior  value  receives  a  change  in  its 
form  which,  adds  greatly  to  its  utility.  The  fabri- 
cation which  is  completed  in  our  country  aJffords 
a  profit,  which  is  equal  to  the  difference  m  value 
between  the  raw  material  and  tfa«  manufactured 
article,  after  deducting  the  expense  of  manufaetme. 
In  commerce  a  matenal  of  inferior  value  is  car- 
ried abroad,  and  converted  into  an  article  (or  ex- 
changed for  one)  which  to  us  is  .much  noore  valu- 
able. The  conversion  affords  us,  as  in  the  first 
case,  a  profit,  which  is  equal  to  the  difference  in 
value  between  the  original  article  and  the  ex- 
changed product,  after  deducting  the  expense  of 
the  exchange.  If  a  thousand  peoide.  in  a  comer 
of  our  country,  make  among  tnem  all  the  proFi- 
sions  which  they  consume,  and  in  addtcion  to 
these  furnish,  by  their  industry,  one  huadivd  thou- 
sand dollars  worth  of  broad  doth,  it  does  not  ap- 
pear that  they  add  more  to  tfaewedth  of  the  State 
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than  tke  same  number  of  pec^le  would  do  distrib- 
uted among  the  employments  of  merchants,  sailors, 
and  farmers,  who,  after  supporting  themselves, 
should  exchange  the  surplus  productions  of  a  part 
of  them  (enhainced  in  value  bv  the  other  part  which 
transports  and  exchanges  tnem)  for  the  same 
amount  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  broad 
cloth,  the  same  value  of  the  same  article.  If.  by 
high  duties  or  by  positive  laws  we  could  force  these 
merchants  and  seamen  to  stay  at  home,  and  their 
capital  and  industry  should  produce,  as  before,  the 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars  worth  of  broad 
cloth,  the  article,  although  fabricated  in  the  coun- 
try, would  not  more  be  uie  result  of  American  in- 
dustry (for  the  purpose  of  this  argument)  than  if 
it  had  been  obtamed  by  the  other  process  of  mari- 
time adventure.  It  is  quite  natural  to  consider  the 
foreign  manufacture  as  entirely  the  product,  and 
its  purchase  as  the  encouragement  of  foreign  in- 
dustry. But  how  did  we  set  it?  Whatever  may 
be  the  amount  of  foreign  tabrics  which  are  spread 
over  our  country,  if  it  be  the  industry  of  Europe 
which  produces,  it  is  the  industry  of  America 
which  acquires  them. 

The  industry  employed  in  commerce,  then,  is 
American  industrv,  and  the  acquisition  eveA  of 
forei^  fabrics  is  the  result  of  American  industry 
and  Its  encouragement.  He  should  have  an  op- 
portunity of  illustratmg  this  view  when  he  came 
to  treat  of  a  bnmch  of  trade  which  the  bill  before 
the  House  proscribed-^e  meant  the  East  India 
trade.  He  could,  for  the  present,  observe  only  that 
the  importation  of  foreign  faorics  acquired  by 
American  industry,  if  they  were  furnished  at  a 
lower  price  than  our  manufacturers  could  afford 
to  sell  at,  produced  the  same  loss  and  the  same 
benefit  as  the  introduction  of  any  new  machinery, 
or  of  any  simpler  process  which  would  lessen  the 
expense  of  fabrication.  In  employing  the  saw 
mul  or  the  spinning  jenny,  we  acted  upon  the 
same  principle  of  getting  what  we  wanted  as  cheap 
as  we  could,  and  we  produced  the  same  distress  in 
throwing  out  of  employment  the  persons  whose 
ruder  industry  could  not  stand  this  new  competi- 
tion. There  was  one  admission,  however,  which 
he  fraahly  made ;  the  effect  upon  home  industry 
was  the  same  of  improved  machinery  or  of  foreign 
trade*- but  the  trade  which  benefited  ourselves 
benefited  also  the  country,  whose  wants  we  sup- 
plied, or  whose  products  we  consumed.  Let  this 
objection  have  w^hatever  weieht  it  was  entitled  to. 
Its  principle  was  not  so  much  anti«commercial  as 
anti-social. 

In  encouraging,  then,  the  manufactures  of  the 
country  by  duties  upon  importation,  his  friend  from 
Delaware  would  do  the  very  thing  which  he  meant 
to  avoid— he  would  promote  one  branch  of  Amer- 
ican industry  at  the  expense  of  another.  But  whe- 
ther this  control  of  individual  industry  was  right, 
he  meant  to  leave  to  the  arguments  of  his  friends 
from  Virginia.  It  had  been  said  that  the  plan  of 
eocouragmg  particular  branches  of  industry  had 
been  applied  to  commerce  as  weU  as  manufactures. 
This  was  no  decisive  recommendation  of  it.  If 
the  nation  had  been  taxed  to  encourage  commerce, 
it  was  a  poor  indemnity,  (it  was  not  exactly  a 


compensation  of  errors.)  that  it  should  be  taxed  for 
the  support  of  manufactures.  There  was,  too^ 
some  litUe  difference  between  the  two  cases.  T 


for  the  support  of  Government  were  laid  upon  com- 
merce ;  these  were  paid  by  the  consumers  of  for- 
eign merchandise,  and  whatever  the  expenses  on 
account  of  commerce  may  have  been,  they  were 
expenses  which  commerce  herself  was  made  to 
pa]r.  The  merchant,  or  the  purchaser  of  foreign 
articles,  received,  if  you  please,  some  relief  fiom 
the  credit  which  was  allowed  upon  the  payment  of 
duties;  but  he  certainly  received  nothing  from  con- 
tributions which  were  paid  by  any  other  class  in 
the  community. 

Exclusive  advantages,  indeed,  have  been  given 
to  the  navigating  interest.  The  principal  interest 
o(  it  was  the  monopoly  of  the  coasting  trade.  This 
was  connected  witn  considerations  o7  defence,  not 
of  profit — ^to  support  not  our  merchants,  but  our 
navy.  But  what  was  the  extent  of  the  bounty? 
In  the  direct  trade  with  the  first  navigating  coua- 
try  in  the  world  (England)  our  ships  obtained, 
without  any  discrimination  in  the  duties,  the  larger 
part  of  the  navigation.  Could  the  ships  of  foreign 
nations,  unable  successfully  to  compete  with  ours 
in  foreign  trade,  have  carried  on  the  coasting  trade 
on  lower  terms  than  our  own?  No  other  interest 
has  contributed  a  bounty  to  commerce,  and  the 
discrimination  in  favor  q{  American  navigation,  in 
the  only  instances  in  which  it  could  be  expected 
to  operate,  (if  it  ever  operated  at  all,)  was  a  dis- 
crimination of  ten  per  cent. 

The  encourafi^ement  of  manufactures  in  the  mode 
proposed,  whemer  the  thing  were  right  or  wrong, 
must  produce  two  effects—the  one,  that  of  with- 
drawing labor  and  capital  from  commerce  or  ag^ 
riculture,  and  thus  enlarging  the  whole  amount 
employed  in  manufactures — the  other,  that  of 
effecting  the  distribution  of  labor  and  capital  among 
the  different  branches  of  manufactures  themselves^ 
He  would  say  nothing  of  the  first  effect,  but  the 
second  must  be  allowed  to  be  one  of  unmixed 
injury.  Admit  that  it  is  our  interest  to  manufac- 
ture articles  which  we  could  procure  at  cheaper 
rates  from  abroad,  it  must  bestul  more  our  interest 
to  manufacture  such  as  prove  themselves  adapted 
to  our  circumstances  by^  being  able  to  bear  foreign 
competition.  Our  capital  and  labor  are  limitedy 
and,  in  directing  the  largest  amount  of  these  ialo 
branches  which  require  most  encouragement,  we 
really  divert  them  from  those  into  which  they  would 
flow  with  most  advantage.  Thus,  eveiy  branch 
of  industry  which  is  entirely  safe  from  foreign  com- 
petition, and  in  respect  to  which  protecting  duties 
may  be  considered  as  nominal,  must  be  injured  by 
the  encouragement  of  those  which  draw  from  them 
their  resources  of  capital  and  labor.  We  ha^ve 
many  branches  of  industry  among  those  which 
may  be  expected  to  be  first  estabfished  in  every 
country,  which  seem  not  to  be  more  prosperous  now 
than  they  were  thirty  years  ago,  nor  are  the  articles 
which  they  furnish  by  any  means  at  so  low  a  price. 
What  are  called  the  mechanic  arts  are  g^erally 
in  this  class.  Why  is  this  so  ?  Because  QoTesii- 
ment,  in  fact,  bids  against  them ;  because  the  op- 
eration of  this  system  of  duties  must  be  relative^ 
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and,  in  encouraging  one  branch  of  industry,  we 
fiecessarily  discourage  another.  Look  at  the  iron 
manufactory  as  a  proof  of  this.  It  is  said  to  want 
yet  further  encouragement,  recently  as  the  duties 
nave  been  raised,  and,  it  is  true,  (he  had  the  proof 
of  it  upon  his  table,)  that  the  profits  of  the  iron- 
master were  greater  before  the  Revolution  than 
they  had  been  for  some  past  years ;  mater  when 
our  capital  and  population  were  small,  and  ford^ 
competition  unrestricted,  than  when  all  these  cir- 
cumstances were  changed  in  our  favor.  To  all 
tkat  industry,  whether  agricultural  or  manufactu- 
Xing,  which  is  safe  from  foreign  competition,  the 
system,  of  "  encouraging  domestic  industrv"  can 
give  no  advantage^  but  it  must  share  in  the  ourden 
without  participating  in  the  pr<^ts.  We  exported 
the  last  year,  he  believed,  mannfactured  (^oods  to 
the  amount  of  three  millions.  The  establnhments 
which  fumifihed  these  could  not  gain  by  duties 
upon  importation ;  but  their  expenses  would  be 
increased,  though  their  profits  could  not 

Mr.  L.  enlarged  for  sometime  upon  this  subject, 
and  attempted  to  show  that  the  eystem  of  laying  a 
high  duty  upon  every  process  of  manufiicture  must 
frequently  produce  this  efiect ;  tluit,  to  encourage 
a  manufacture  which  employs  but  a  small  numl^r 
of  hands,  and  is  comparatively  unim^rtant,  we 
may  raise  so  high  the  price  or  an  article  which 
samxnrtB  the  industry  and  subserves  the  comfort  of 
a  fea^  class  of  the  community,  as  to  produce  gen- 
eral mcon  venience.  He  appealed  not  to  theory  but 
to  fact  We  were  anxious  in  1816  to  encourage 
the  rolling  of  copper.  We  did  so,  and  laid  a  duty 
upon  copper  in  sheets.  Our  plan  has,  in  part,  suc- 
ceeded. Two  establi^ments  have  been  maintained, 
which  are  said  to  employ  fifty-four  workmen ;  and 
it  is  computed  that  four  thousand  industrious  men, 
the  braziers  who  work  up  this  copper,  (whose  in- 
dustry even  began  to  furnish  articles  for  exporta- 
tion,) have  suffered  heavy  and  general  injury, 
which  has  extended  to  all  their  customers — ^to  a 
lan^e  portion  of  the  community. 

The  view  on  which  peculiar  reliance  appeared 
to  be  placed  for  the  deleuce  of  this  bill  was  that 
which  was  connected  with  the  alleged  failure  of 
our  policy  hitherto  in  respect  both  to  the  industry 
and  revenue  of  the  country.  He  had  heard  these 
arguments  with  surprise.  He  should  hereafter 
iMHcesomeobservations  upon  a  comparison  between 
our  import  duties  and  those  of  the  nations  of  Europe. 
But,  Was  it  enough  to  condemn  our  policy  that  it 
WE8  not  Suropean  ?  It  is  yet  more  true  of^intemal 
taxes  than  of  impost,  that  the  nations  of  Europe 
are  very  far  in  advance  of  us.  Their  establish- 
ments of  other  kinds  differ  more  than  their  tariffi 
firom  those  of  the  United  States.  We  had  ventured, 
however  rash  it  might  be  thought,  <'  to  adopt  prin- 
ciples which  had  not  been  tested"  by  their  experi- 
ence. And,  had  we  suffered  for  our  temerity? 
Had  our  experiment  really  failed  ?  What  nation 
in  Europe  had  advanced  more  rapidly  to  prosperity 
and  wealth  by  the  most  successful  wars,  than  had 
the  United  States  without  a  conquest,  by  the  mere 
developnient  and  natural  grovnh  of  their  resources? 
Let  their  pdlcy  be  chan|^  if  it  must  be  so,  but  let 
hem  not  be  ungrateful  to  the  wisdom  which  had 


directed,  to  the  Providence  which  had  &7ored 
them.  The  nominal  value  of  propertf  mi^ 
change;  the  currency  might  rise  or  depreciate; 
but  a  population  quadruple  in  less  than  mty  yeus, 
and  a  production  increased  in  a  yet  burger  propor- 
tion, furnished  no  evidence  to  condemn  the  scheme 
under  which  secnritf  had  resulted.  IndependentlT 
of  the  protection  of^  property,  which  our  laws  u- 
forded,  the  principal  cause  or  a  growth  so  extra- 
ordinary most  be  found  in  the  high  rewards  of 
labor.  In  new  countries,  where  Inul  is  yet  oot 
fully  appropriated,  labor  always  ohuios  a  high 
price  in  tne  raw  produce  of  the  earth,  and  geneiaUy 
out  a  small  one  in  manufactured  articles.  It  hu 
been  the  happy  peculiarity  of  our  situation  and  of 
our  policy  that  the  laborer  has  obtained  as  larj^ 
an  amount  as  anv  where  else  of  the  necessaries 
which  agriouitare  furnishes,  and  a  much  larger  one 
of  the  comforts  which  nanufiicturef  provide.  The 
statesmen  may  mar  his  condition,  but  cannot  mend 
it.    He  cannot  raise  his  waffes  estimated  in  the 

E reduce  of  the  earth,  and  by  a la^  foreign  iia^rt 
e  must  lower  his  wages  if  you  estnnate  them  in 
the  manufactures  which  he  must  ooaMime. 

But  our  scheme  of  revenue  has  failed.  The 
House  would  have  hereaAer  a  better  opportanity 
of  examining  this  subject  than  they  now  have. 
He  would  not  represent  the  state  of  the  revenue 
as  prosperous — but  perhaps  it  was  a  proof  that  the 
prosperity  of  a  few  years  had  rendered  our  expec- 
tations unreasonable,  that  we  looked  almost  widi 
dismay  upon  the  finances  of  a  year,  in  which,  if 
we  deduct  what  we  propose  to  borrow,  from  what 
wepav  of  public  debt,  tl^ere  will  still  be  anamooiit 
of  debt  extinguished,  of  upwards  of  twomilliofls 
and  a  half  {[about  half  of  wnich  will  be  Mississippi 
stock.^  After  paying  every  current  expense,  and 
applying  large  sums  m  increasing  the  nary  and 
fortifications  of  the  country,  we  should  owe  less 
by  upwards  of  two  millions  and  a  half,  on  ^elst 
or  January,  1821^  than  we  did  on  the  1st  of  la^ 
January.*  He  did  not  think,  that  the  promts  of 
succeeaing  years,  (looking  to  the  avoageot  semu 
years)  were  as  bad  as  they  had  been  represented, 
unless  they  were  made  so  by  this  bill.  Ii  the  go- 
tkman  from  Penn^lvania  proposed  to  open  nrir 
sources  of  revenue,  his  scheme  would  descnrc  the 
examination  of  the  House.  But,  ifMr.  L.  under- 
stood his  plan,  it  was  fdnnded  on  a  notion  wh»h 
was  erroneous  in  its  principle,  and  most  be  oppres- 
sive in  its  application. 

The  revenue  which  the  impost  iiimi^  is  P>r 
by  the  consumer,  and  not  by  the  merchant   llK 

Said  in  the  enhanced  price  of  the  article  which  be 
nys.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  scans 
to  think,  that,  if,  by  ^eduding  this  article^  he  is 
forced  to  consume  only  the  domestic  fabric,  tne 
Goveftnment,  which  has  not  received  itsaocusiomed 
duty  upon  the  importation  of  foreign,  may  collect 
the  same  amount  by  an  excise  upon  domestic  ar- 

•  This  statement  was  founded  upon  the»^P<^° 
that  one  million  and  ahalf  wonid  be  borrowed,  uw 
loaoy  as  appears  now  to  be  probable,  •bonJdbeoi  tu«e 
millions,  the  actual  reduction  of  debt  in  ihej^  ^^^ 
will  be  only  one  mlUion. 
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tides.    "  The  money  has  not  been  carried  out  of 
the  coontry.'^    If,  indeed,  by  ceasing  to  import  the 
foreign  fabric,  the  domestic  article  is  furmshed  to 
the  consumer  at  a  lower  price,  he  may  pay  a  tax 
upon  it^-but  the  tax  which  was  paid  m  the  ^rice 
of  the  article  is  not  reduced  by  its  exclasion ;  it  is, 
indeed,  so  far  as  the  fanner  is  concerned,  increased — 
he  pays  more  for  the  articles  which  ne  buys ;  his 
expenses  are  greater;  his  clear  revenue  less.    Is 
there  any  leg^emain  by  which,  under  these  cir- 
eumstances,  his  ability  to  pay  taxes  can  be  in> 
creased  1     i  ou  tell  him  that  he  paid  before  a  cer- 
tain tax  to  the  GfoTemment,  and  that  he  does  not 
pay  it  now ;  he  answers  you,  that  he  pays  a  higher 
tax,  because  he  pays  a  hi^er  price  now  than  he 
^d  formerly,  and  that  it  is  not  his  fault  that  this 
tax  goes  into  the  pocket  of  the  manufacturer,  and 
not  into  the  public  Treasury.    If,  in  addition  to 
the  exclasion  of  the  foreign  article,  you  lay  an  ex- 
cise upon  the  domestic  product,  it  is  evident  that 
the  country  must  pay  a  double  tax,  although  the 
Government  will  not  receive  it.    It  is  hardly  pos- 
sible, however,  to  reason  upon  this  subject.    The 
ability  to  pay  taxes  must  be  diminished  by  every 
thing  which  adds  to  the  expenses  (as  the  exclusion 
of  foreign  goods  must  do)  of  those  who  are  to  pay 
them. 

Something  had  been  said  of  the  expenses  of  coi- 
lecting'a  duty  upon  domestic  goods,  and  the  higher 
expense  of  excluding  foreign  goods  seemed  to  be 
forgotten. 

Some  gentleinea  admit  that  the  proposition  of 
his  fitends  from  Virginia,  that  individuals  would 
pursue  that  course  of  industry  which  would  be 
most  profitable  to  themselves  and  the  countnr, 
would  be  true,  if  other  nations,  as  well' as  we,  would 
"  leave  trade  to  itself."  Then:  concession  was  in- 
judicious. If  all  nations  admitted  a  free  trade,  the 
arguments  for  restriction  on  our  part  would  be 
just  the  same  as  they  are  now.  What  would  be 
the  inducements  to  us  to  admit  this  trade?  That 
it  furnished  us  in  exchange  for  products  which  to 
us  were  worth  a  himdred  millions,  products  which 
were  worth  one  hundred  and  fif^  millions ;  that 
what  we  bought  was  worth  more  to  us  than  what 
we  sold ;  and  if  those  nations  could  not  or  wotdd 
not  buy  the  hundred  millions,  if  they  could  not  or 
would  not  buy  more  than  fif^  or  twenty  millions, 
the  argument  woqld  still  be  unchanged  even  in  its 
form.  However  reduced  might  be  the  amount  of 
trade^  it  must  still  consist  in  an  exchange  of  what 
we  wanted  less,  for  what  we  wanted  more.  In 
this  view  of  the  question,  which  appeared  to  him 
a  very  simple  one,  it  was  not  necessary  to  remark 
upon  the  argument,  that  our  supply  of  agricultural 
produce  would  grow  in  a  much  larger  proportion 
than  the  demand  of  Europe  or  its  population.  It 
might  be  better  for  us  that  their  demand  should 
grow  more  rapidly,  but  if  it  would  be  to  our  ad- 
vantage to  supply  a  ffreat  demand,  it  was  to  our 
advantage,  too,  thou^  in  a  smaller  degree,  to  sup- 
ply even  a  less  demand.  This  difference  however 
m  the  agricultural  produce  which  we  should 
export,  and  the  foreign  demand  for  it,  might  be 
expected  to  have  been  illustrated  by  experience,  as 
well  as  developed  by  theory.  What  was  the  fact? 


All  admit  that  the  proportion  of  our  industry,  em- 
ployed to  produce  breadstuffs  for  foreign  consump- 
tion, ought  to  bear  a  continually  lessening  propor- 
tion to  the  general  industry  of  the  country,  mt 
IS  it  necessary  that  the  Grovemment  should  inter- 
fere to  prevent  the  inordinate  increase  in  the  quan- 
tity of  provisions  which  we  export,  or  can  the  peo- 
^e  manage  that  matter  without  our  interference? 
Whoever  vrill  take  the  trouble  to  examine  the  ac- 
count of  our  exports  for  twenty  years  past  will  find 
diat,  while  the  products  of  our  industry  at  home 
have  probably  quadrupled,  our  exportation  of  pro- 
visions has  not  increased  at  all.  It  is  not,  then, 
necessary  that  we  should  force,  by  legislatioui  the 
industry  of  the  country  into  any  new  direction,  in 
order  to  prevent  it  from  glutting  the  com  market 
of  Ehirope. 

Mr.  L  said  that  he  would  return  for  a  moment 
to  the  consideration  of  the  question,  how  far  the 
propriety  '^of  leaving  things  to  themselves,''  was 
affected  by  the  opposite  svstem  which  was  pursued 
bv  foreign  Powers.  If  China  should  by  law  admit 
all  our  produce^  manufactured  or  agricultural,  it  is 
plain  enough  that  we  could  not  advantageously 
send  there  any  which  we  do  not  now  send.  In- 
deed, he  did  not  know  that  she  prohibited  any  of 
our  produce,  but  if  she  did  the  prohibition  was 
nominal,  and  it  was  evident  that  its  removal  could 
not  change  the  policy  which  it  was  our  interest  to 
pursue.  But  perhaps  China  belonfijed  to  a  sphere 
of  industry  too  different  from  ours,  for  the  applica- 
tion of  these  principles.  Would  the  admission  of 
the  products  of  our  industry  by  the  nations  of  Eu- 
rope justify^  in  the  estimation  of  the  friends  of  tlds 
bin,  the  reciprocal  admission  of  theirs?  Of  what 
avail  would  it  be  to  us  that  England  should  con- 
sent to  take  our  manufactures  ?  An  engagement 
to  do  so  would  "  keep  its  promise  to  the  ear,  but 
break  it  to  the  sense."  Our  breadstuffs  she  takes 
now  only  when  wheat  is  above  ten  shiUinj^,  when, 
by  the  by,  it  is  most  ottr  interest  to  sell  it.  Sup- 
pose her  laws  permitted  its  importation  when  the 
price  was  low ;  would  any  friend  of  the  bill  avow 
that  this  policy^  which  woidd  make  the  estaUish- 
ment  of  manufactures  here  a  matter  of  somewhat 
more  difficulty^  would  incline  him  to  dispense  witii 
protecting  duties  in  favor  of  our  manufactures? 
He  put  it  to  the  candor  of  his  friends  on  the  other 
side,  to  say  whether  they  would  consent  to  a  treaty 
by  which  the  raw  produce  of  America  and  the 
manufectures  of  England  should  be  exchan^ 
without  duty?  They  would  not.  Their  objec- 
tions to  an  intercourse  unburdened  by  duties, 
would  be  still  stronger  than  they  now  are,  if  Eu- 
rope, in  affording  a  hetter  market  for  our  agricul- 
ture, should  oppose  still  stronger  difficulties  to  the 
estanlishment  of  manufactures. 

Yet  it  was  true  that  Aose  who  wished  to 
impose  heavier  duties  or  prohibitions  upon  fore^ 
manufiictures,  alleged  that,  hjr  doing  so,  the  pnee 
of  agricultural  produce  would  be  raised.  It  was 
equafiy  true,  and  more  Strang,  that  a  great  many 
good  people,  interested  in  agnculture,  had  bdieved 
the  allegation.  The  error  was  susceptible  of  easy 
refutation.  If,  indeed,  the  allegation  were  jni^ 
I  the  manufkcturer  would   gain  nothing  by  the 
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eliange.  If  the  prices  of  what  he  buys  and  sells 
rise  in  the  same  proportion,  he  mi^ht  as  well  leave 
everything  as  it  is.  Bat  the  notion  that  the  en- 
couragement of  manufactures  will  give  a  ^ood 
Sice  to  the  productions  of  agriculture  is  entirely 
Uacious.  Whatever  may  he  the  domestic  de- 
mand for  our  ffrain^  the  supplv  will  exceed  it 

As  long  as  there  is  good  uma  occupied,  the  price 
of  its  produce,  if  there  be  no  foreifip  demand,  will 
ezoeea  by  very  little  the  value  of  the  labor  em- 
ployed* in  obtaming  it.  Such  must  be  the  case  of 
a  permanent  embarfl;o.  But  when  there  is  an  ex- 
port trade,  although  the  quantitv  exported  may 
Dear  a  small  proportion  to  that  wnich  is  consumed 
in  the  country,  tne  price  of  that  small  proportion 
most  determine  that  of  the  whole.  He  aid  not 
say  that  Uiis  was  a  reasonable  theory,  but  a  noto- 
xioos  fact.  It  was  a  plain  deduction  from  these 
principles  that^  in  an  extensive  and  thinly  peopled 
country,  restrictions  upon  trade  would  raise  the 
price  of  manufactures,  but  not  of  grain.  In  a  pop- 
ulous and  fully  cultivated  country  they  would  raise 
the  price  of  grain,  and  not  of  manufactures.  The 
last  18  the  situation  of  England ;  the  first  that  of 
the  United  Sutes. 

But  the  opinion  that  the  establishment  of  man- 
nlactures  would  secure  a  good  price  for  our  agri- 
(mltural  produce,  had  made  so  many  converts, 
Uiat  it  would  be  interesting  to  inquire  into  the 
causes  which  had  produced  it.  He  could  not 
dwell  upon  the  subject.  But,  when  manufactories 
and  banks  were  established  contemporaneously, 
(and  this  association  he  believed  not  to  beuncom- 
iBonO  when  manufactories  were  established  by  the 
aid  oi  borrowed  capital,  and  a  profuse  expenditure 
produced  a  local  depreciation,  the  same  effect  was 
produced  upon  prices  as  an  emission  of  paper 
money  would  have  done.  Everybody  waswiUmff 
to  wpead ;  everybody  besan  to  improve  and  build, 
and  industry  was  {Stimulated  to  extraordinary  ac- 
tivity, as  it  always  is.  by  a  depreciating  currency. 
The  remarks  which  ne  had  made  a  few  moments 
since,  were  enough  to  show  how  perfectly  illusory 
all  duties  upon  importation  must  prove  for  the  pro- 
tection of  our  agricultural  industry.  The  price 
of  our  agricultural  products  must  be  determined  by 
that  part  of  them  which  is  exported,  and  must  in 
consequence  be  absolutely  unaffected  by  duties,  or 
even  prohibitions.  Gentlemen  might,  therefore, 
lay  duties,  or  withdraw  them  from  cotton,  wheat, 
or  tobacco,  and  they  would  change  nothing  but 
the  words  of  their  statute  book. 

If  it  were  ever  ri^ht  that  Government  should 
impose  its  duties,  with  a  view  to  the  encourage- 
ment of  particular  branches  of  industry,  Mr.  L. 
said  he  had  always  believed  that  the  two  most 
reasonable  modes  of  doing  it  were  these:  either 
to  lay  a  very  small  and  equal  duty  upon  all 
maniuactures,  which  would  leave  the  relative 
inducement  to  engage  in  each  unchanged^  or  to 
determine  upon  a  v^ry  few  branches,  which  the 
Qovemment  supposed  to  be  best  adapted  to  the 
situation  of  the  country,  or  most  necessary  to  its 
inter^t,  and  leaving  others  untaxed,  (K  revenue 
pcnnitted  it,}  to  direct  the  capital  and  labor  of  the 
country  to  these  objects,  where  they  might  form  a 


sufficient  security  against  an  excessiTe  nae  of 
prices.  The  last  was  the  more  vigorous  plan*, 
perhaps  it  was  the  wiser  one.  Yet  it  was  best 
adapted  to  a  condition  very  different  firom  that  of 
the  United  States;  he  meant  that  of  an  eolight- 
ened  jgrovernment  and  an  ignorant  people. 

Whatever  were  the  encouragements  which 
should  be  afforded  to  manufactures,  it  had  always 
hitherto  been  supposed  that  these  were  required  to 
be  ^eatest  at  their  first  establishment  The  rea- 
sonmg  of  his  friend  from  Delaware  simported  this 
conclusion.  Mr.  Hamilton  had  mi  distinctly, 
that,  where  any  branch  of  industry  continued  long 
to  require  a  bounty,  it  afforded  proof  that  there 
were  obstacles  to  its  establishment  which  would 
make  it  unwise  to  persevere  in  it  Yet  our  system 
was  not  to  continue  bounties,  but  to  increase 
them. 

A  strong  argument,  in  the  opinion  of  many  gen- 
tlemen, was  deduced  from  Uie  large  excess  of 
importations  above  exportation^  in  order  to  show 
that  it  was  necessary  to  interfere,  and  prerent 
the  people  from  buying  more  than  they  could 
pay  tor.  tie  had  hoped  that  this  subject  had  been 
put  to  rest  by  his  friends  from  Yirgmia.  An  ex- 
cessive importation  may,  indeed,  tuce  place  for  a 
vear,  althoujgh  the  price  will  usually  be  so  muck 
lowered  by  it  that  the  amount  of  sales  of  a  large 
may  not  he  greater  than  would  have  been  those  of 
a  small  importation.  This  disproportion,  how- 
ever, between  the  supply  and  demand,  between 
the  sales  and  the  means  of  payment,  can  continue 
but  a  short  time.  The  price  of  American  stocks 
here  and  in  England,  the  present  rate  of  exchange, 
sufficiently  prove  that  oar  interference  is  unneces- 
sarv  in  fact  (as  it  must  always  be  wrong  in  prin- 
ciple) to  adjust  the  balance  or  paymoits  between 
the  two  countries. 

So  much  had  been  said  of  this  balance  of  im- 
portation above  exports,  that  he  might  be  acused 
for  another  remara.  Gentlemen  knew  the  cor- 
rections (and  among  them,  those  required  by  a 
consideration  of  the  profits  of  freight,  commission, 
and  trade)  which  ought  to  be  applied  to  our  costomr 
house  accounts.  These  corrections  would  Tsry  the 
balance  very  much,  but  they  would  leave  a  result 
in  which  he  should  feel  little  confidence.  There 
is,  indeed,  a  view  very  different  from  that  which 
the  friends  of  the  bill  have  taken.  The  balance  of 
importations  above  exports,  for  a  series  of  years, 
may  not  only  be  considered  as  the  proof  of  a  profit- 
able trade^  but  the  measure  of  its  profit  Our  trade 
with  foreign  nations  is  one  in  which  we  obtain 
their  produce  in  return  for  our  produce  or  our 
labor,  and  the  more  valuable  their  produce  is,  the 
better  bargain  we  have  made.  We  ^ould  not,  as 
individuals,  think  it  the  evidence  of  unsuccessfm 
business  that  we  obtained  in  exchange  for  an 
article  worth  but  ^1,000,  one  which  was  worm 
2,000.  Yet  this  is  exactly  the  thing  which  is 
called  by  politicians  an  imfavorable  balance  cu 
trade.  In  such  a  systeni,  if  the  vesseb  whicb 
carry  out  your  productions,  and  are  owned  of 
your  merchants,  are  sunk  in  the  sea.  or  caxriea  to 
a  market  where  their  sales  pay  only  their  expcB^ 
no  returns  can  be  made,  the  balance  becosus^^ 
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faTOiaiUe,  and  the  politieian  is  satisfied.  If  the 
cargoes  reach  a  market  which  enables  the  mer- 
chant to  bring  back  larse  returns,  the  balance  of 
trade  becomes  unfavorable.  A  permanent  balance 
of  importation,  (in  a  nation  that  has  no  mines,) 
must  always  be  referred  to  the  profits  of  its  busi- 
It  was  different  with  the  excess  of  a  single 


year.  This,  howoTcr,  when  it  required  correction, 
would,  as  his  friends  obsenred,  always  be  correctea 
bv  the  interests  of  trad&  without  the  interposition 
or  the  €h>Temment.  Could  it  be  necessary  that 
we  should  interfere  by  law  to  diminish  importa- 
tions, at  the  moment  when  we  see  that  an  unpar- 
alleled reduction  is  effecting  without  our  inter- 
foencel  The  importation  of  the  last  quarter  of 
the  year  1819,  was  not  more  than  two-thirds  of 
that  of  the  corresponding  quarter  of  '18. 

Mr.  L.  said  that,  in  the  detached  observations 
which  he  had  offered,  he  had  endeavored  to  re- 
move the  impession  which  some  of  the  general 
arguments  ot  the  friends  of  the  bill  had  made. 
The  propositions  which,  to  his  mind,  it  appeared 
necessary  that  they  should  establish,  thev  did  not 
prove — they  scarcely  noticed.  Grant  tnat  it  is 
right  that  the  Grovernment  should  encourage  all 
the  manufactures  of  the  country,  that  considerable 
duties  diioold  be  laid  upon  the  importation  of  every 
article  which  can  compete  with  our  own  fabrics. 
This  we  have  done,  already.  He  believed  that 
there  was  now  no  nation  in  the  world  which,  in 
proportion  to  its  income,  paid  so  great  a  bounty  to 
Its  manufacturers,  as  the  United  States.  Had  it 
ever  been  contended,  not  merelv  that  manufac- 
tures should  be  enoourased,  but  that  the  bounty  to 
be  given  should  not  be  limited  by  any  determined 
relation  to  the  necessity  of  the  manufacture,  or  the 
fair  profits  of  the  manufacturer?  This  mode  of 
defending  the  bill  was,  perhaps,  judicious;  it  was 
certainly  embarrassing  to  its  opponents.  You  say 
that  it  is  important  to  encourage  the  manufacture 
of  cotton.  Be  it  so.  We  know  that,  however  it 
be  disguised,  this  can  be  done  only  at  the  expense 
of  the  other  classes  of  society.  Is  it  not  proper  to 
inquire  what  expense  is  necessary;  what  would 
be  adequate  ?  The  operation  of  a  protecting  duty 
was  simple,  but  he  must  detain  the  House  for  a 
few  moments  upon  the  subject,  trite  and  familiar 
as  it  was.  Where  duties  are  laid  upon  the  im- 
portation of  articles  of  a  kind  which  is  not  pro- 
duced within  the  country,  the  additioiial  price 
which  is  paid  by  the  community  is  received  into 
the  public  treasury,  with  a  deduction  only  for  the 
costs  of  collection.  Where  a  duty  is  laid  upon  the 
importation  of  an  article  which  is  produced  within 
the  country,  it  will  cause  the  same  rise  in  its  price 
as  in  the  former  case;  but,  of  the  additional  sum 
which  is  paid  by  the  community,  a  part  will  be  re- 
ceived by  the  Government  and  a  part  by  the  manu- 
facturer or  producer  of  the  domestic  article.  If. 
for  instance,  one  hundred  million  of  pounds  of 
sugar  were  consumed  annually  in  the  United 
States,  and  three-fourths  of  this  amount  were  fur- 
nished by  domestic  industry,  an  additional  duty  of 
oae  cent  the  pound  would  cause  the  consumers  of 
sugar  tJuougnout  the  country  to  pay  one  million 
of  dollars  more  in  the  price  of  the  article,  than 


they  would  otherwise  do — would  impose  upon  the 
people  a  new  tax  of  one  million ;  but,  of  this  sum, 
less  tiian  0250,000  would  be  received  by  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  $750,000  by  the  sugar  planter. 

The  difference  oetween  the  gendeman  fronr 
Pennsylvania  and  himself,  in  respect  to  the  in-' 
formation  on  which  a  tariff  should  be  founded, 
was  explained  by  this  case.  He  thought,  if  Con- 
gress determined  to  encourage  the  production  of 
sugar  by  an  additional  bounty,  ^t  it  was  bound 
carefully  to  inquire  what  sum  was  necessary  for 
this  object.  To  justify  the  tax,  it  was  necessary 
to  determine  that  the  nation  had  such  an  interest 
in  the  establishment  of  the  additional  sugar  i^ui* 
tations  to  which  the  bill  was  expected  to  give  rise, 
that  it  was  worth  its  while  to  contribute  annually 
seven  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  to  their 
support,  and  that  a  contribution  of  less  than  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  would  not  cause 
their  cbtablishment.  If  the  bounty  in  question 
were  greater  than  the  value  of  the  object  justified, 
in  any  rational  view  of  public  policy,  we  applied 
the  money  of  the  country  injuoicioiuly ;  but  if  a 
less  bounty  would  produce  the  effect  which  we 
desired,  we  gave  it  away  without  object  and  with- 
out excuse.  It  vras  in  this  view  that  he  had  asked 
the  Committee  of  Manufactures  information  to 
show  what  were  the  duties  upon  foreign  importa- 
tion which  would  five  to  our  manmacturers  a 
reasonable  profit  on  Uieir  capital  and  labor.  Every 
thing  beyond  this  was  not  a  liberal  encouragement 
of  manufactures,  but  a  profuse  and  capricious  do* 
naticm  of  the  public  money.  Suppose  that  the 
seven  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  which, 
on  the  supposition  which  he  had  made,  were  given 
to  the  sugar  planters,  instead  of  beins  paid  to  than 
by  the  consumers,  were  raised  by  a  direct  lax,  and 
then  paid  as  a  bounty  out  of  4he  public  Treasury. 
This  would  form  no  distinction  in  thepinciple  of 
the  donation.  Mr.  Hamilton  had  said,  with  per* 
feet  correctness,  that  "  as  often  as  a  duty  upon  a 
'  foreign  article*  makes  an  addition  to  its  price,  it 
'  causes  an  extra  expense  to  the  community  for  the 
'  benefit  of  the  domestic  manufacture.  A  bounty 
*  does  no  more.''  The  informaticm  which  he  had 
wished  was,  whether  this  bounty  was  to  be  given 
to  men  whose  profits  and  wag^  were  now  less 
than  those  of  the  rest  of  the  community ;  and  what 
were  the  profits  which  it  was  estimated  that  this 
bounty  would  procure  them ;  in  a  word,  how  much 
more  public  money  we  should  nve,and  what  was 
the  necessity  of  givine  it.  TheHouse,  in  rejecting 
his  resolution,  had  determined  that  the  inquiry 
was  useless  or  impracticable.  They  had  retused 
all  evidence  as  to  the  proper  deffree  of  encourage- 
ment, and  left  the  defence  of  the  bill  to  the  same 
vague  considerations  which  would  support  a  duty 
of  one  hundred  per  cent  as  well  as  one  of  forty. 
They  took  they  knew  not  how  much  from  the 
people ;  they  gave  they  knew  not  how  much  to 
the  manufacturer. 

The  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Manufac^ 
tures  had  intimated  that  information  such  as  he 
had  asked  had  never  been  given.  He  might  an- 
swer that  it  ought  to  have  been.  But  the  chair- 
man was  mistaken.    It  had  been.    Mr.  L.  read 
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tke  fWilowing  sentences  from  Mr.  Dallas's  repon 
of  1816,  on  the  revision  of  the  tariff :  "  The  amount 
'  of  the  duties  should  be  such  as  will  enable  the 
manufacturer  to  meet  the  importer  in  the  Ameri<- 
can  maket  upon  equal  terms  of  profit  and  loss." 
^  There  still,  however,  remains  a  diversity  of 
opinion  as  to  the  amoimt  which  will  be  compe* 
tent,  and  the  aim  of  this  report  will  be  to  strike 
the  medium  which  appears  to  be  best  established 
firom'  all  the  infbrmation  which  has  been  collect- 
ed." This  sentence  proved  that  the  rates  of  duty 
proposed  in  the  report  of  1816  were  founded  on 
evidence  of  the  d^^ee  of  encouragement  which 
woold  enaible  "  the  manufacturer  to  meet  the  im- 
neiter."  That  evidence  was  laid  before  the  House, 
ft  contained,  subetantiallY,  and  indeed  much  more 
fully  than  he  should  require  itj  all  the  information 
in  respect  to  the  state  of  our  manufactories  in 
1816,  which  it  was  the  object  of  his  resolution  to 
obtain  in  1820.  He  should  have  occasion  to  ad^ 
vert  to  this  information  hereafter.  It  proved  at 
least  that  the  olrieet  of  his  resolution  was  practi- 
cablcy  and  had  nitherto  been  supposed  important 
and  necessary. 

The  practicAbiiity  of  its  object,  too,  although 
the  Speaker  Imd  appeared  to  doubt  it,  had  been 
pn)ved  by  the  statements  which  he  had  made  in 
respeat  to  two  Northern  manufactories.  If  the 
House  were  determined  to  sive  adequate  protec- 
tion to  any  breach  of  manuMctures,  the  same  kind 
ol  informaition  possessed  by  the  Speaker,  as  to  the 
mxoiufactorieB  of  which  he  had  spoken,  if  extended 
tO' fifteen  or  twenty  others  in  different  parts  of  the 
cffmtry,  would  enable  us  to  know  what  bounty 
was  necessary  and  adequate  to  their  support.  That 
bomity  oaght  not  to  be  increased  to  maintain  the 
Unikiaul  and  the  improvident,  and  he  admitted 
that* (if  granted  at  all)  it  ought  not  to  be  contract- 
eft' ao  as  to  afford  support  only  to  an  estaliliafament 
wiiich  had  peculiar  advantages  beyond  the  reach 
of  imitation.  He  did  not  knowj  howeverj  of  any 
such  in  the  United  States.  In  examining  the  de- 
gice  of  eoeouragement  which  it  is  proposed  in  this 
bitt.to  sxve  to  Anericaa  manufactures,  we  were 
itetuialnr  reminded  of  the  view  which  had  been 
taken  of^the  suWect  by  Mr.  Hamilton,  whose  prin- 
ondes  are  considered  as  sound,  even  by  the  frmds 
of  tlus  tariff.  He,  at  least,  was  able  to  elevate  his 
view  to  the  just  importenceof  manufacturing  iiv* 
d^Btrv.  Let  us  see  the  price  which  he  proposed- to 
pBf  lor  its  support  The  general  tenor  or  his  ar- 
wnloat,  and  mdeed  the  particular  quotation  which 
had  been  made,  sufficiently  prove  Mr.  Hamilton's 
ofinioii  to  have  been,  that,  whatever  bounties  w«re 
gnren  to  domestic  manufactures  should  be  highest 
at  fiist.  The  duties,  therefore,  which  he  proposed 
iithb  celebrated  i^iort  on  manufactures,  weresuoh 
aa  he  thought  simeieiit  then,  and  such  as,  accord- 
ing te  his  principles,  ought  to  be  sufiicient  now. 
In  foraaing  his  opinion,  he  did  not  ovarlook  the 
adyanteges  which  the  risk  and  expense  of  impor- 
tation from  abroad  give  to  the  American  manu- 
&etarer.  This  protection  of  distance  he  estimatea 
ftiMn  fifteen  to  thirty  per  cent.  Mr.  L.  said  he 
vronld  stete,  without  a  formal  comparison,  a  few 
of  the  duties  which  Mr.  Hamilton  proposed  for  ^e 


encouraffonent  of  manufinctures.  On  msin&o- 
tures  of  leather  he  proposed  a  duty  of  7|  per  c«UL 
He  was  wiilinff  that  cotton  goods  shoald  be  ^  raised 
to  7^  per  cent^'  On  glass,  he  considered  the  doty 
of  12*  per  cent  as  a  considerable  eneoaragemefit, 
and  mottght  that,  if  any  thing  further  wne  giren, 
It  ought  to  be  by  a  direct  bounty  oat  of  the  puUic 
troiauiy.  Ten  per  cent,  on  pap^and  gonpowder 
he  thought  a  competent  protectioa*,  and  lie  pro- 
posed the  same  du^  on  manufactures  of  iroo  and 
pirass.  His  principles  were  best  eqdained  bv  the 
application  which  he  had  himself  made  of  than ; 
and  the  enormity  of  the  bounty  which  it  was  now 
proposed  to  give  to  the  manufacturers  ooold  Dot  be 
more  stnmgfy  exhibited  than  by  compaiing  it  with 
that  which  vms  considered  as  adequate  by  soteaU 
ous  and  aUe  an  advocate  of  nnnnifactoring  iadu- 
try  as  Mr.  Hamilton.  Duties  four  times  as  great 
as  he  recommended  were  now  levied  upon  mta? 
of  the  most  important  articles,  and  were  discovered 
to  be  insufficient  and  nugatory. 

What  he  remtted,  Mr.  L.  said,  most,  ia  the 
course  pursued  by  the  Committee  of  Maaufiietores, 
w^  that  thev  suggested  no  standard  bf  which  the 
sumciencv  or  the  encouragement  whidi  they  pro- 
posed could  be  tested,  and  promised,  dierefore,  no 
limitation  te  the  burden  wnich  might  be  impoced 
upon  the  country.  The  chairman  of  that  eommii* 
tee  had,  indeed,  more  than  once  directed  oar  attri- 
tion to  the  duties  imposed  by  the  lam^  Rossia, 
France,  and  EnglancU-models  which  we  had  not 
yet  learned  to  imitate.  It  was  not  eKtraordinarf 
that  governments  which  were  obUged  to  draia 
every  resource  of  revenue,  should  lay  heavier  da- 
ties  upon  impoftetion  than  we  hadaooe.  There 
was  no  part,  nowever^  of  their  system  of  enetwo 
in  whicn  we  approached  so  near  then  aa  ia  onr 
duties  upon  couunevee.  In  attempting  ny  com- 
parison between  their  duties  and  those  «f  the  Uni- 
ted States,  it  was  obviously  necessary  to  consider 
die  difference  of  our  circumstances^ 

In  estimsttng  the  protection  afforded  to  national 
manuftctures  by  duties  upon  importation,  it  was 
not  the  absolute  amount  of  duty  that  eonstitated  a 
pMtection  to  the  home  manufaetarer,  in  the  case 
m  which  there  was  an  internal  doty  opon  the  ar- 
ticle, but  only  the  excess  of  the  foreign  over  the 
internal  duty.  Thus  if,  in  1786,  (before  the  com- 
mercial treaty  between  France  and  Engl»^))  f'l^ 
duty  payable  upon  the  importatioii  of  Enguah 
hardware  into  France  bad  been  fit^f  per  oeo^  !* 
the  internal  tex  upon  French  hardware,  if  h» 
memory  did  not  gready  deceive  him)  was  aboat 
thirty  per  cent,  on  its  value— tke  true  aneont  a 
the  protecting  duty  would  have  been  bat  vm^ 
per  cent.  The  inqukrer,  then,  who  should  wish  to 
know  the  r^l  encouregement  afforded  by  foreign 
duties,  must  apjkf  to  Sli  of  them  the  corr^^ 
deduced  from  this  pinciple;  and  it  would  pion' 
bly  reduce  many  ot  them,  which  appeared  greatlf 
to  exceed  our  own,  to  an  amount  less  dian  wtf 
exacted  even  under  the  present  law  in  the  Uoi*^ 
States. 

The  high  dudes  of  Ehiropean  nations,  whcfiu^ 
were  sot  counteracted  in  the  manner  »^*"*° 
he  had  t&eationed,^  wero  mitigated  by  an0thar  cv- 
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cumstaneej  which  shonld  not  he  neglected  in  an 
estimate  oi  their  burdens.  In  nations  of  the  same 
age,  not  rer^  unequal  in  the  density  of  jpopulation, 
and  in  their  improvement  in  the  arts,  iftrade  were 
perfectl3r  free,  a  large  proportion  of  tne  necessaries 
of  life,  including  nearly  all  the  coarser  manufac- 
tures, would  be  cheapest  at  home.  A  duty  upon 
these  would,  in  such  countries,  be  nearly  nominal 
Among  the  Eiuopean  naUons,  too,  if  trade  were 
free,  the  whole  amount  of  importations  would  bear 
a  mueh  less  profM>rtion  to  the  whole  income  of  the 
country  than  in  the  United  States.  He  supposed 
it  certain  that  ^e  importations  of  EngiAnd,  com- 
mereial  as  she  was,  were  not  half  as  great,  in  pro- 
portion to  her  income,  as  were  those  of  the  United 
States  at  present ;  nor  were  om*  importations  now 
by  any  means  as  lar^e,  in  proportion  to  our  wealth, 
as  in  an  earlier  penod  otour  existence.  The  du- 
ties which  we  pay  now  would  have  been  intolera- 
ble forty  years  ago,  and  European  duties,  however 
high,  upon  the  articles  imported,  do  not  fall  heavily 
upon  the  subject,  because  those  articles  form  but  a 
small  part  of  his  expenses. 

If  he  did  not  exaggerate  the  deductions,  which 
the  considerations  which  he  had  mentioned  re- 
quired us  to  make  from  the  duties  of  foreign  na- 
tions, in  comparing  them  with  our  own,  ne  be- 
lieved that  no  people  on  earth  would  be  found  to 
pay,  in  proportion  to  their  income,  so  large  a 
bounty  for  tne  sup^t  of  manufacturing  industry 
as  those  of  the  United  States.  He  had  not,  how- 
ev€r,  had  time  to  examine  the  details  of  the  sub* 
jeet  with  any  miauleness. 

Un^RT  as  the  comparison  between  the  duties  of 
foreign  natioBB  and  our  own  must  be,  ooless  tike 
oorreotions  which  he  had  adverted  to  were  made^ 
it  might  well  astonish  the  House  to  fSnd  that  there 
were  many  articles,  and  importsfnt  ones  tooj  our 
duties  on  which,  as  proposed  by  the  bill  before  the 
House,  might  vie  with  those  of  France  and  Eng- 
land, without  recurring  to  any  of  the  considera- 
tions of  which  he  had  spoken.  He  would  notice 
a  few  of  them. 

In  France,  machines  of  all  kinds,  int-ludin^ 
ploughs,  pay  fifteen  per  cent.;  by  the  proposed  btfl 
they  will  jiay  here  twenty  per  cent.  Wrought  an- 
chors pay  in  France  ten  francs  the  hundx^  kilo^ 
gammes;  by  the  proposed  bill  they  will  pav  here 
93  33  thecwt« — ^more  than  three  times  the  French 
duty.  Hosiery  is  in  France  two  firaaea  the  kilo* 
giamoie';  by  tne  proposed  bill  it  will  be  here  thir- 
ty-three per  cent. 

IVhatever  auiy  be  the  disposition  of  England  to 
sustain  her  mamifaetafes  by  proteeting  duties,  she , 
has  heen  ohliged  in  her  late  war  with  France  by 
necessity,  and  not  judgment,  fbn  the  support  of  her 
rerenue,  and  not  her  industiy,  to  make  tnese  duties 
sdll  hjgiier  than  they  were  before.  But  our  man- 
ufacturers might  be  gratified  by  discovering  that 
some  of  the  duties  now  proposed  were  higher  even 
than  those  of  England.  The  superior  liberality, 
at  leastj  of  this  country  can  haroly  be  denied  by 
them.  England,  assisted  by  a  most  rigorous  sys^ 
tern  of  collection,  has  raised  her  duties,  from  the 
necessity  of  increaeing  her- revenue,  by  all  possible 
The  United  States  propose  to  raise  theirs  * 


with  the  just  conviction  that  they  will  impairtheir 
revenue. 

In  England  the  duty  upon  cast  iron  is  £26  13  4, 
the  hunored  pounds  value;  by  the  proposed  bill  it 
will  be  $1  5u  the  cwt.;  (he  supposeti  about  forty  or 
fifty  per  cent  ad  valorem.)  Nankeen,  for  home 
consumption,  is,  in  England,  32j^  per  cent,  ad  va- 
lorem. By  theproposed  bill  it  wul  here  be  forty. 
Muslins  are  in  England  32},  and  cottons,  not  enu- 
merated, sixty-two  per  cent,  ay  the  proposed  bill  our 
duties  on  these  articles  will  be  from  40  to  130  per 
cent. 

Much  as  such  a  course  of  observation  had  been 
discountenanced,  he  must  now  advert  to  another 
topic.  What  were  the  duties  which  would  afiford 
to  the  manufat:turers  reasonable  wages  and  prof- 
its ?  If,  at  a  time  when  every  interest  in  the  State 
was  depressed,  it  was  right  that  all  the  rest  should 
contribute  to  me  support  of  one,  at  least  it  should 
be  only  to  its  necessary  and  reasonable  support. 
He  had  before  spoken  of  the  evidence  laid  before 
the  House  in  1816.  That  evidence  had  led  Con- 
gress to  the  conclusion  that,  where  the  capital  was 
prudently  invested,  and  the  manufactory  conducted 
with  common  skill,  a  duty  of  25  per  cent,  on  cot- 
ton and  woollen  manufactures  would  suflSciently 
protect  those  of  our  own  country.  But  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  times  now  make  the  duty  of 
25  per  cent,  much  more  effisctual  than  it  has  hith- 
erto been.  The  appreciation  of  our  money  is,  in 
this  view,  all  important.  In  the  specific  duties 
this  is  obvious.  If,  for  instance,  the  duty  of  three 
cents  upon  the  pound  of  sugar  were  a  competent 
protection  four  years  ago,  the  advanced  value  of 
money,  of  which  the  same  nominal  amount  would 
produce  much  more  of  every  article  of  consump- 
tion, must  make  it  now  much  higher  than  is  ne- 
cessary. But  even  in  relation  to  the  articles  which 
pay  a  duty  on  their  value,  if  the  &11  in  the  value 
of  our  produce  be  greater  (as  it  certainl^r  is)  than 
in  the  articles  which  we  import  from  foreign  coun- 
tries ;  although  the  nominal  duty  be  uncnanged. 
the  real  tax  is  much  larger  than  it  was.  We  still 
pay  six  and  a  quarter  cents  upon  a  yard  of  the 
coarsest  cotton ;  but  the  same  amount  will  pur- 
chase much  more  of  provisions  or  labor  than  it 
would  do  formerly.  The  duty,  then,  is  substan- 
tially increased ;  and  if  it  has  hitherto,  with  ex- 
aggerated prices  and  an  unsound  currency,  proved 
inadequate,  would  it  not  be  prudent,  now  that  a 
change  in  these  circumstances  jg^ives  to  the  present 
tariff  its  fair  operation,  to  wait  the  result  of  that 
operation? 

The  depression  in  the  price  of  property  and 
labor  was  confined  to  no  section  ol  the  country^ 
and  to  BO  branch  of  business.  The  manufacturer, 
like  the  fhnaer,  should  estimate  his  profits,  not  on 
the  suf^posed  value  of  his  capital  four  years  ago, 
not  on  what  it  then  cost,  or  w<Nild  have  then  have 
sold  for,  but  at  the  price  which  it  would,  now  cost, 
or  would  now  sell  for.  Against  this  general  de- 
pression we  GOoU'not  indemnify  him;  but  there 
was  a  loss  peculiar  to  manufaeturers,  from  which 
no  Government  could  insure,  them,  and  whieh 
many  of  them  fdt  very  severely  at  this  thne. 
While  an  improvement  in  machinery  is  useful  ^ 
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the  country  ia  which  it  is  made,  its  immediate 
effect  is  oflengreatly  to  impair  the  capital  of  maa- 
ufacturers.  The  oid  madiinery  most  be  aban- 
doned. What  relief  would  hieher  duties  give  to 
the  owners  of  manufactories  which  had  not  adopt- 
ed the  improved  machinery  ?  It  misht  encourage 
them  to  struggle  a  little  longer  with  inferior  ma- 
chinery, but  without  permanent  benefit,  even  to 
themselves ;  it  must  produce  a  real  waste  of  the 
capital  and  labor  of  the  nation. 

Among  the  causes  which  at  this  moment  de- 
press the  manufacturinff  industry  of  the  country, 
one  of  the  most  considerable  is  to  be  found  m 
that  general  diminution  of  income  which  affects 
the  demand  both  for  foreign  and  domestic  pro- 
ductions. The  carriage  masers,  for  instance,  suf- 
fer probably  as  much  from  want  of  employment 
as  any  other  class  of  manufacturers.  There  is 
here  no  foreign  competition.  It  is  a  distress  from 
which  our  tariff  can  give  no  relief.  On  the  con- 
trary, its  effect  must  be  by  increasing  the  expenses, 
and  diminishing,  therefore,  the  clear  income  of 
the  community,  greatly  to  increase  the  difficulties 
of  those  classes  of  manufacturers  who  suffer  from 
a  diminished  demand. 

His  friends  who  had  preceded  him  had  referred 
to  instances  of  manufactories  which  were  pros- 

Serous  even  now,  when  every  other  industry  was 
epressed,  and  particularly  to  that  of  an  establish- 
ment (at  Waltham)  which  was  understood  to 
have  divided  12  per  cent,  and  reserved  a  consid- 
erable surplus.  The  Committee  of  Manufactures, 
in  declining  to  give  any  detailed  statements  upon 
the  subject,  had  obliged  him  to  resort  to  the  sources 
of  information  which  were  within  his  reach.  He 
should  state  to  the  House  the  opinion  which  his 
inquiries  had  enabled  him  to  form,  and  he  should 
state  it  in  the  words  of  a  letter  written  by  a  man 
who  was  as  well  acquainted  with  the  subject  as 
any  other  in  the  United  States.  [Mr.  Balowin 
asked  the  name  of  the  writer,  which  Mr.  L.  de- 
clined to  give :] 

'*  Many  mtnafactureni  have  been  ruined,  and  many 
othera  lost  money ;  but  very  little  reflection  and  in- 
quiry will  make  the  cauee  evident.  Perhape  the  buai- 
neia  haa  been  conducted  to  the  best  advantage,  when, 
in  addition  to  the  want  of  capital  and  experience,  is 
added  that  of  incorporated  companies,  where  the  prin- 
cipal meaning  of  the  charter  is  to  exonerate  each 
holder  of  the  stock,  as  well  as  the  president,  director, 
and  agents,  from  individual  responsibility  for  any 
debts  dae  from  the  company.  Consequently,  in  all 
purchases  for  the  establishment,  the  sgent  would  be 
obliged  to  give  at  least  ten  per  cent  more  than  the 
mdividuals  could  purchase  it  on  their  own  respon- 
sibility. 

«  But  perhaps  a  greater  cause  of  loss  may  be  in  the 
general  fall  in  price  of  every  article  used  by  manufac- 
turers, and  in  all  kinds  of  manu&ctured  goods,  whe- 
ther foreign  or  homemade,  and  also  in  the  price  of 
labor  and  improvement  in  machinery,  oompelling  those 
that  did  not  sell  immediately  on  the  goods  being  fin- 
ialMd,  to  make  heavy  losses,  for  we  suppose  it  is  ad- 
mitted that  the  cost  of  making  any  goods  of  which 
cotton  or  wool  is  the  article  of  chief  value»  is  not 
more  than  half  the  cost  of  making  the  aame  goods  in 
1816." 


"  In  order  more  clearly  to  show  the  consequences  of 
not  immediately  selling,  we  give  the  following  exam- 
ple arising  in  our  own  business :  We  sapply  a  maker 
of  candlewick  with  cotton,  and  sell  all  the  wick  he 
makes ;  and,  during  the  year  1818,  the  busineas  hav- 
ing been  good  for  many  years,  he,  with  others  en- 
gaged in  the  same  business,  has  accumulated  a  con- 
siderable quantity  on  hand,  which,  during  tiie  year 
1818,  had  been  worth  fnm  five  to  fifty-five  cents  per 
pound,  when  the  raw  material  of  cotton  was  worth 
ftom  thirty  to  thirty-three  eeota,  paying  the  spinner 
an  average  of  twenty  cents  the  pound  for  his  labor 
and  expenses;  bat»  on  the  1st  of  August  taat,  the 
same  kind  of  cotton  ooold  be  porcfaaeed  in  this  market 
at  fifteen  cents  the  poandt  and  the  price  of  the  wick 
had  fallen  so  low  aa  thirty-one  cents,  but  yet  paying 
aixteen  cents  for  the  labor  and  expenses,  which,  we 
are  convinced,  is  a  profitable  business.     Hence,  on 
the  1st  of  August  last  year,  he  could  affiird  to  sell  hk 
wick  at  what  the  cotton  of  his  1818  wick  coat  him,  and 
at  the  time  we  were  selling  his  new  made  wick  at  a 
profit,  that  made  the  year  before  was  selling  at  a  loss 
of  the  whole  cost  of  making ;  and  many  other  kinds  of 
American  goods  have  fallen  in  nearly  the  same  pro- 
portion from  the  same  cause,  and  some  still  greater 
from  other  causes ;  for  instance,  we  suppose  the  price 
of  weaving  is  not  at  this  time  more  than  half  as  high 
as  it  was  in  1816,  owing  to  the  introdactaon  of  power- 
looms  and  the  general  low  price  of  living. 

**  Next,  let  us  examine  the  coet  of  four  yards  of 
American  brown  shirtings,  three-quarters  of  a  yard 
vride,  (which  may  be  considered  the  staple  of  Ameri- 
can cotton  goods,)  say  the  present  price  of  cotton  is 
sixteen  cents,  that  will  make  four  yarda  of  sluiting: 
Twelve  cents  for  spinning  the  same ;  eight  cents  for 
weaving  four  yards,  at  two  cents  per  yard ;  four  cents 
for  all  other  expenses,  aay  commlsaionai,  fireights,  cart- 
ages, packages,  Ac.  Added,  is  forty  cents  Sn  making 
four  yards,  equal  to  ten  cents  the  yard,  and  when  the 
same  goods  are  now  worth  from  twelve  to  twelve  and 
a  half  cents  the  yard  caah,  at  auction,  leering  a  profit 
to  the  manufacturer  of  at  least  twenty  per  centum ; 
and  when  we  reflect  that  the  coarsest  piece  of  cotton 
goods  of  the  same  size  cannot  be  imported  without 
paying  duty  at  the  rate  of  six  and  a  quarter  cents  per 
yard,  equal  to  $4  68}  cents,  or  within  about  one  and 
a  half  cents  of  the  whole  cost  of  making  die  same 
piece  of  goods ;  hence  we  must  be  satisfied  that  foreign 
competition  is  very  much  out  of  the  question,  for  the 
lowest  rate  of  duty  on  any  kind  of  cotton  or  woollen 
goods  (made  to  any  extent  in  this  conn  try)  is  twenty- 
seven  and  a  half  per  centum  on  the  value  at  the  place 
of  manufoctoiy. 

''  We  do  believe  that  manufacturing  establishments 
well  conducted,  and  the  goods  immediately  sold  at 
auction,  have  averaged  a  profit  of  at  least  ten  per 
centum  during  the  laat  two  years,  when,  at  the  same 
time,  imported  cotton  and  woollen  goods  have  averaged 
a  loss  of  at  least  fifteen  per  centum." 

Mr.  Lowndes  said,  that  he  would  say  no  more 
as  to  the  degree  of  additional  encouragement  which 
was  required  by  our  manufactories. 

But  he  had  a  few  observations  to  make  as  to 
the  principles  which  appeared  to  have  been  adopted 
in  th6  tariff  proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Muiu- 
factures. 

Among  the  most  obiectionahle  of  theet  was 
what  he  considered  as  the  proscriptioa  of  the  £ast 
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India  trade,  the  principal  articles  afforded  by  which 
were  subjected  to  a  duty  of  forty  per  cent 

The  ground  of  this  proscription  was,  that  the 
East  Indies  took  from  us  scarcely  any  article  of 
our  iffoduce. 

He  had  occasion  on  a  former  day  to  advert  to 
one  of  the  most  interesting  branches  of  this  trade — 
to  that  in  which  neither  specie  nor  produce  was 
exported,  but  in  which  the  enterprise  and  industry 
of  <mr  seamen  formed  the  capital  which  a  harsh, 
and,  he  thought,  a  mistaken  pouey  would  condemn 
to  inactivity.  They  took  nothing  from  your  coun- 
try ;  but  they  exfdoied  the  most  distant  seas — ^they 
dunbed  almost  inaccessible  rocks — they  pursued 
their  hardy  and  dangerous  employment  oetween 
the  ports  of  savage  nations,  and  earned  by  their 
freignts  a  capital  which  fortune  had  not  given 
them.  Yoo  would  encourage  manufacturing  in- 
dustry because  it  was  productive ;  but  the  industry 
of  the  brvre  men  of  whom  he  spoke  created  the  capi- 
tal which  they  brouf^ht  back  to  our  country.  They 
did  not  twirl  the  spmdle,  or  fling  the  shuttle ;  but 
when  they  brought  home  a  cargo  of  India  fabrics, 
(pecuUarljr  suit^  to  the  wants  of  the  poorest  class 
of  our  society,)  was  their  industry  less  worthy  of 
encouragement,  because  they  had  made  these  fab- 
rics on  tempestuous  seas,  or  because,  in  pursuins 
their  own  mterests,  they  acquired  and  perfected 
the  naval  excellence  which  made  them  our  pride 
and  our  defence  1  We  gave  them  the  hospitality 
of  our  ports ;  they  might  take  in  wood  and  water, 
and  sail  in  search  of  some  strange  land,  from 
which  these  products  of  American  industry  are 
not  yet  excluded !  The  policy  appeared  to  him 
unjust  and  cruel. 

But  the  other  branches  of  the  East  Indian  trade 
merited  encouragement  rather  than  prohibition. 
He  had  already  spoken  of  the  fallacy  which  rep- 
resented a  trade  to  be  injurious,  in  which  the  im- 
porU  exeseded  the  exports ;  and  the  East  Indian 
trade  furnished  a  ffood  illustration  of  the  fallacy. 
It  takes,  if  you  please,  nothing  of  domestic  pro- 
duce from  us ;  it  gave  to  the  consumption  of  the 
country^  in  the  year  when  he  had  last  examined 
the  subiect,  an  amount  of  gdbds  to  the  value  of 
five  millions.  How  were  these  ^oods  paid  for? 
Specie  had  undoubtedly  been  shipped  both  from 
America  and  Europe  for  their  purchase.  But  our 
sales  of  East  India  articles  in  foreign  countries 
had  exceeded  the  amount  of  our  purchases  in  India. 
Five  million  of  goods  then  consumed  in  the  Uni- 
ted States  were  paid  for  by  the  mere  profits  of  the 
trade.  Three  thousand  seamen,  supported  by  the 
requisite  capital,  added  in  one  year  five  millions 
to  the  clear  amount  of  national  income.  There 
was  no  exportation  of  our  produce  to  pay  for  these 
fabrics,  because  they  were  paid  for  already ;  they 
were  the  acquisitions  of  American  industry. 

He  would  not  detain  the  House  by  talking  of 
the  injury  which  the  Indian  trade  was  supposed 
to  do  us  by  draining  our  s|>ecie.  How  the  pur- 
chase of  merchandise,  either  in  India  or  anywhere 
else,  of  which  we  kept  the  part  that  we  wanted, 
and  sold  the  remainaer  for  more  than  we  gave 
for  the  whole,  could  lessen  the  specie  which  we 
retained,  it  would  be  a  little  difficult  to  explain. 


Another  characteristic  of  the  proposed  tariff 
is  its  raising  the  duty  on  articles  which  had 
been  lowered  in  the  act  of  1816,  because  from 
their  small  bulk,  in  proportion  to  their  value,  it 
had  been  found  inpracticable  to  prevent  their  be- 
ing smuggled  into  the  country.  Watches,  iew- 
elry,  and  laces,  had,  among  other  articles,  been 
reduced  to  seven  and  a  half  per  cent  The  reduc- 
tion had  been  proposed  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  adopted  by  the  House  on  this  ground. 
Had  any  examination  into  the  fact  been  made  by 
the  Committee  of  Manufactures  7  They  had  raised 
other  articles  also  which  were  known  even  at  the 
present  duties  to  have  been  introduced  clandes- 
tinely— for  instance,  coffee  from  five  to  six  cents, 
segars,  from  82  50  to  $5.  A  large  class  of  arti- 
cles, of  which  the  supply  is  almost  exclusively 
affoorded  by  the  industry  of  the  country,  and  on 
which  an  increased  duty  if  it  have  any  effect  at 
all  can  only  have  that  of  unnecessarily  increasing 
the  price,  is  taxed  in  the  proposed  tariff  consider- 
ably higher  than  now.  Thus,  carria^  and  fur- 
niture are  raised  from  thirty  to  thirty-five  per  cent. ; 
boots  from  (1  50  to  $2;  candles  from  three  to 
five  cents ;  molasses  from  five  to  ten  cents ;  nails 
from  four  to  five ;  soap  from  three  to  four ;  brown 
sugar  from  three  to  four.  He  might  make  the  list 
much  longer. 

It  might  have  been  expected  that  articles  essen- 
tial to  the  equipment  of  ships  would  have  been 
protected  from  an  increase  of  duties  by  a  double 
motive.  As  materials  of  our  most  important  man- 
ufacture, they  were  entitled  to  the  favor  of  the 
committee ;  out  there  was  in  re^rd  to  some  of 
them  another  reason  for  light  duties — that  it  was 
necessary  to  prevent  the  practice  of  ships  being 
sent  out  imperfectly  equipped  and  completing  their 
equipment  m  foreign  ports.  Even  under  the  pre- 
sent duties  this  was  sometimes  done.  The  com- 
mittee, however,  had  disreearded  both  these  consid- 
erations. As  instances  of  this,  iron  in  bars  was 
raised  from  seventy-five  cents,  to  $1  25;  iron 
spikes  from  three  to  four ;  hemp  from  $1  50  to 
82  50 ;  tarred  cables  and  cordaffe  from  three  tcr 
four.  The  tendency  of  the  whole  system  to  dis- 
courage our  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  and 
by  making  returns  more  difficult  to  sink  yet  lower 
the  price  of  every  article  of  our  produce,  could 
not  be  disguised.  He  would  not  enlarge  upon  it ; 
but  he  could  not  sit  down  without  adverting  to  a 
consideration  on  which  the  House  could  not  reflect 
too  seriously. 

The  best  security  for  the  fair  collection  of  the 
revenue  was  to  be  found  in  the  force  of  public 
opinion.  The  activity  of  our  little  Navy,  if  it 
were  to  be  employed  in  such  a  service,  would  fur- 
nish but  a  f>oor  substitute  for  it.  In  the  fair  col- 
lection of  the  public  revenue  the  interests  as  well 
as  the  principles  of  our  citizens  co-operated  with 
the  efforts  of  the  Greneial  Government.  They 
knew  that  they  must  contribute  to  the  support  of 
that  Government,  and  the  impost  was  the  easiest 
mode  of  contribution ;  to  evade  it  was  to  defraud 
the  Government  of  its  dues,  and  to  expose  them- 
selves to  the  necessity  of  a  much  more  inconve- 
nient contribution,    ^ut  could  it  be  expected  when 
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the  object  of  duties  was  not  to  obtain  revenue,  but 
to  enhance  the  profits  of  a  particular  class  ot  so- 
ciety, that  the  same  scruples  would  prevail  univer- 
sally ?  In  imrchasing  an  article  intended  to  be 
pronibited,  tne  loss  would  fall  upon  the  manufac- 
turer, who  might  be  considered  as  the  object  of 
unjust  and  inordinate  favor,  rather  than  upon  the 
revenue.  The  law  ought  to  be  obeyed  because 
it  was  the  law.  But  for  himself  he  had  no  hesi- 
tation in  expressing  the  opinion  that  the  present 
duties,  enforced  as  they  were  by  a  general  appro- 
bation of  their  objects,  famished  a  much  better 
encouragement  to  the  manufacturer  than  higher 
duties  woich  should  be  believed  by  half  the  nation 
to  be  partial  and  unjust. 

Mr.  L.  said  that  he  knew  he  had  trespassed 
quite  unreasonaldy  uoon  the  time  of  the  House, 
but  he  believed  the  bill  under  consideration  to  be 
injurious  to  the  Government,  oppressive  to  the 
people,  and  dangerous  to  the  stability  of  manu- 
facturing industry. 

Mr.  Baluwin  replied  to  Mr.  Lo  wn des  and  others. 

Mr.  Foot  observed,  having  spent  the  whole  of 
his  life  in  commercial  and  agricultural  pursuits, 
and  being  a  practical  friend  to  domestic  manufac- 
tures, he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  state  the  reasons 
whicn  induced  him  to  move  the  postponement  of 
this  bill  to  the  first  day  of  next  session. 

Sir,  this  subject  is-  not  only  very  important,  but 
very  intricate,  mvolving  the  interest  ot  every  por- 
tion of  the  community.  A  radical  or  very  mate- 
rial alteration  of  a  commercial  tariff  must  of  neces- 
sity produce  a  sensible  shook  in  every  communitv. 
It  ought  never  to  be  adopted  without  much  delib- 
eration, and  a  careful  attention  to  its  effects  upon 
the  several  interests  which  must  of  necessity  be 
affiected  by  any  change  in  the  system. 

If  the  Committee  of  Manufhctures  had  confined 
their  attention  to  the  several  articles  of  forei^ 
manufacture  which  interfere  with  our  domestic 
manufactures  alone,  the  bill  would  have  received 
my  vote  without  any  hesitation.  But,  sir,  when 
it  is  proposed  to  alter  the  whole  system^  ostensiUy 
"^or  tne  encouragement  of  American  manufactu- 
rers, and  proposes,  among  the  first  articles,  to  im- 
pose an  additional  duty  of  6^  per  centum  on  the 
dyinf^  materials  essential  to  our  own  manufacture, 
and  increases  the  duty  on  the  most  necessary  arti- 
cles, while  it  reduces  the  duty  on  winea  and  luxu- 
ries ;  and  when  we  are  fold  by  the  Chairman  that 
our  system  of  revenue  from  imports  is  rotten,  and 
that  our  dependence  on  commerce  aa  a  source  of 
revenue  must  be  abandoned, — sir^I  think  we  should 
pause  before  we  rashly  adopt  a  measure  calculated 
— -y«s,  sir,  and  even  avowed  as  a  measure— to  pro- 
hibit the  importation  of  many  articles  from*  which 
most  of  our  revenue  has  always  been  obtained,  to 
the-  amount  of  more  than  three  hundred  millions 
of  dollars ;  and  when  we  have  been  also  sarcasti- 
cally threatened,  that  if  we  complained  of  a  duty 
of  ten  cents  on  a  gallon  (^molasses,  because  of  its 
Unequal  asid  partial  operation  upon  the  interests  of 
our  constituents,  that  fifteen  cents  should  be  im- 
posed. Sir,  I  thmk  the  S3rstem,  as  well  as  the  views 
t^  those  who  advocate  it,  demand  our  seriotts 
•tCenUoB. 


Sir,  gentlemen  declare  this  measure  has  been 
requested  by  the  merchants  of  our  country,  and 
that  the  agricultural  interest  does  not  object  to  it 
If,  sir,  the  commercial  and  agricultural  interests  of 
this  country  had  as  many  Representatives  on  this 
floor  as  there  are  ffentlemen  of  one  jpfrtfeanom  in 
Congress,  yon  would  hear  their  voice  in  ''  tones  of 
thundo^'  against  the  passage  of  this  bili.     Would 
they  consent  to  pay  direct  taxes  to  the  amount  of 
twenty  millions  of  dollars  annually?    Who  must 
pay  your  additional  duties  ?    The  consumers,  all 
will  acknowiedee :  and  it  has  been  truly  said.  umX 
the  affricultural  interest  composes  nine-tenths  of 
the  whole  population.    If  gentlemen  iriio  so  stren- 
uously advocate  this  bill  would  enooorage  domes- 
tic manufactures,  by  usinff  them  in  their  dress, 
rather  than  those  very  articles  of  foreign  manufac- 
ture which  have  driven  the  American  manufac- 
turer to  ruin,  sir,  you  would  afford  them  mote 
efficient  aid  tnan  hy  any  legislative  provisions. 

Sir,  it  is  with  a  view  of  affording  to  those  who 
are  interested  in  this  subject  an  opportuoity  to  be 
heard,  and  for  a  fair  investigation  of  the  merits  of 
this  bill,  (which  has  been  before  the  public  but 
about  one  week ;)  and  as  at  this  late  pmod  of  the 
session  there  is  not  sufficient  time  to  digest  and 
mature  a  proper  system;  and  with  a  full  convic- 
tion that  this  bill  will  not  aid  the  manuiactiirer. 
but  will  materially  injure  the  two  great  interests 
of  agriculture  ana  commerce,  and  most  sensiblf 
affect  the  revenue  of  the  country, — ^that  this  mo- 
tion is  made.  And  I  do  hope  gentlemen  will  con- 
sent to  its  postponement  until  the  next  session. 

I  presume  a  large  majority  of  this  House  will 
support  the  bill  for  laying  duties  on  sales  at  auc- 
tion, which,  in  my  opimon,  will  afiord  essnitial 
«neouraffement  to  the  raanufoctming  interest  and 
the  regular  merchant,  without  any  material  injory 
to  any  portion  of  die  conalryi 

But,  sir.  I  am  not  prepared-  to  give  my  vote  in 
favor  of  this  bill,  which  will,  in  ray  opinion,  ma- 
terially affect  the  interests  of  the  agiicultural  and 
commercial  portion  of  the  Eastern  section  of  the 
Union,  by  its  unequal  operation  upon  the  Bast 
India  traae,  with  but  a  doubtful  prospect  of  benefit 
to  the  manufacturer. 

It  is  acknowledged  that  a  geneml  embarrass- 
ment pervades  every  class  of  our  citizeDs.  Re- 
peated calls  have  been  made  upon  this  Ckimmittee 
for  information  resmctiri g  the  real  sitnatiGn  of  the 
manufacturers,  and  what  encouia<enient  it  would 
be  proper  togive  them.  These  eaUshave  been  met 
with  the  assurance  that  this  bill  is  designod  for 
the  benefit  of  the  comoMmity  at  large,  as  well  as 
the  maaufhcturer.  Sir.  as  I  have  but  little  &itb 
in  the  effieaey  of  this  bill  to  aflbrd  aid  to  any  par- 
ticular class,  or  the  wholes  and  as  partieolar  reCwns 
of  the  state  of  manufactures  are  required  te  be 
made  by  the  census  bill,  it  would  seem  at  least  bat 
an  act  of  ordinary  prudence  to  postpone  this  sab- 
ject  until  those  returns  are  reeeiv«dw 

Mr.  SiLeBBB^  of  Massachusetts,  made  a  few  re- 
marks in  reply  to  Mr.  Baldwin-;  when — 

Mr.  SiMciNS'  moved  that  the  bill  and  amend- 
ments be  postooned'  until  the  first  day  of  the  next 
session.    In  mvor  of  which  motion,  Mr.  Haa- 
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DtN  withdrew  his  motion  for  indefinite  postpone- 
ment. 

Mr.  Parser,  of  Virffinia,  then  denuinded  the 
previoos  qaestion,  bat  toe  call  was  not  sustained 
by  a  majority  of  the  House. 

The  question  was  then,  about  six  o'clock,  taken 
on  the  motion  to  postpone  the  bill  until  uie  first 
day  of  the  next  session,  and  was  decided  in  the 
negatire,  by  the  following  vote : 

Ymab — Measfs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Tenoee- 
see,  And^noDy  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Vifginia, 
Ball,  Barbour,  Bayly,  Brevard,  Bryan,  Buflum,  Bar- 
ton, Borwell,  Batler  of  New  Hampahire^  Bntler  of 
Louisiana,  Cannon,  Cla§fett,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Crafts, 
Crawford,  Crowell,  Cnlpeper,  Cashman,  Cutfabert, 
BaTidaon,  Earle,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Fisher, 
Floyd,  Foot,  Fuller,  Gamett,  Hall  of  North  Carolina, 
Hardin,  Hfll,  Holmee,  Hooks,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Vir- 
ginia, Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kent,  Livermore,  Lowndes, 
McCoy,  McCreary,  Mallair,  Mercer,  Neale,  Nelson  of 
Massachusetts,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Orerstreet,  Parker 
of  Virginia,  Pinekney,  Plumer,  Rankin,  Reed,  Rhea, 
Richards,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Settle,  Sllsbee,  Simkins, 
Siocumb,  B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Strong  of  Vermont,  Swearingen,  Terrell,  Tacker 
of  Viiginim,  Tucker  of  South  Cwroiina,  Tyler,  Upbam, 
Walker,  Whitman,  WiUiams  of  Viigiais,  sad  WU* 
liams  of  Notth  Carolina— 79* 

Nats— Messrs.  Adams,  Alien  of  N.  Y.,  Baker,  Bald- 
win, Bsteman,  Beecher,  Bfeamfield,  Boden,  Brown, 
Brush,  Campbell,  Case,  Clark,  Cook,  Cnlbrsth,  Bar- 
Engton,  Dennisen,  Dewitt,  Dowse,  Eddy,  Edwards  of 
Connecticut,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Enrin,  Folger, 
Ford,  Forrest,  Fallerten,  Gross  of  New  York,  Gross 
of  PennsyWaaia,  Goyon,  Hackley,  Hall  of  New  York, 
Hall  of  Delaware,  Haiaid,  Hemphill,  Hendricks,  Her- 
rick,  Hibahman,  Heister,  Hostetter,  Kendall,  Kinsey, 
Kinsley,  Little,  Linn,  Lyman,  Maclay,  McLane  of 
Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentadcy,  Marchand,  Mason, 
Meigs,  Metealf,  R.  Moore,  S.  Moore,  Monell,  Morton, 
Moseley,  Murray,  Newton,  Parker  of  Massachusetts, 
Patterson,  Pheipe,  Philson,  Pitcher,  Rich,  Richmond, 
Rogen,  BmUf  Rass,  Sampson,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Shaw, 
Sloan,  daithof  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  South- 
ard, Stevens,  Storrs,  Street,  Strong  of  New  York,  Tarr, 
Taylor,  TomliBaon,  Tompkins,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Van 
Scttssalaer,  Wallace,  Wendorer,  and  Wood— 03. 

The  amendments  reported  from  the  Conmiittee 
of  Che  Whole  to  the  said  bill,  were  then  concurred 
in  by  the  House. 

Mr.  NELSOif^  of  Massachusetts,  mored  farther 
to  amend  the  bill,  by  adding  to  &e  end  of  the  first 
section  the  following  proviso : 

**  Provided^  Thai  no  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise, 
which  shall  be  imported  into  Uie  United  States,  on  or 
before  the  SOth  day  ef  April,  1831,  if  from  placea  be- 
yond the  Cape  of  Good  Hope ;  er,  en  er  before  the 
31at  day  of  October  next,  if  from  placea  not  situated 
beyond  the  Gape  of  Good  Hope,  in  ▼esaels  that  sailed 
from  the  United  States  before  the  passage  of  this  act, 
shall  be  subjected  to  any  higher  duty  than  is  required 
by  laws  now  in  force/' 

An^  on  the  question  to  agree  to  amend  by  ad- 
ding  toe  said  proYiso,  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative. 

Sir.  SiL«BBB  moved  farther  to  amend  the  said 
bill,  by  atrikiiigout  the  woni  ^' June,"  in  the  third 


line  of  the  printed  bill,  and,  in  lieu  thereof,  to  in- 
sert "  September,"  so  as  that  the  said  bill  com- 
mence and  be  in  force  from  and  after  the  30th  day 
of  September,  1820,  instead  of  the  SOth  of  June, 
1820. 

This  motion  was  rejected  by  the  Hoose. 

Mr.  BowABos,  of  North  Carolina,  then  moved 
further  to  amend  the  bill,  by  reducing  the  duty  on 
salt  imported,  from  twenty-five  cents  per  bushel  to 
twenty  cents  per  bushel. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  ordered  on  this  ques- 
tion, Mr.  Mbtoalp  moved  the  ptevioos  question, 
(the  effisct  of  which  would  be  to  dedde  forthwith 
die  main  qnestion,  viz.  the  engrossment  of  the 
bill  for  a  third  reading;)  but  the  call  was  negur 
tived— 71  to  60. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  reducing  the 
salt  duty,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  yeas 
and  nays — For  the  amendment  93,  against  it  71, 
as  follows: 


Ybas— Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  AUen  of  Ten- 
I,  Archer  of  Msryland,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Ball, 
Barboar,  B^Iy,  Buflum,  Bnrwell,  Butler  of  New 
Hampahire,  Gannon,  Ghigett,Cobb,  Crafts,  Crawlbrd, 
Crowell,  Culbrsth,  Cnlpeper,  Cushman,  Cuthbcrt, 
Pavidson,  Earle,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Conneeticat,  Ed- 
wards of  Penn^lvania,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina, 
Pisher,  Floyd,  Foot,  Forrest*  Fuller,  FuHerton,  Gar- 
nett,  Hall  of  Delsware,  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Haa- 
ardt  Hemphill,  Hibshman,  Heister,  HiH,  Holmes, 
Hooks,  Jobnsoo,  Jonoe  of  Virginia,  Kendall,  Kent» 
Kinsley,  Linn*  Livecmore,  McCoy,  McCreany,  Mal- 
kry,  Msison,  Mercer,  Morton,  Moseley,  Neale,  Nelson 
of  Maaaaehuaetta,  Nelson  of  Virgmia,  Overstveet,  Pai- 
her  of  Maaaachusetts,  Pheipe,  Plumer,  Bankia,  Bead, 
Bhea,  Bich,  Bichards,  Bogsrs,  Boss,  Sampaon,  Ser- 
geant, Settle,  Bilsbee,  fiimkws,  Blocumb,  B.  Smith  of 
Virginia,  Smith  of  Noith  Carolina,  Southard,  Strong 
of  Vermont,  Swearingen,  Terrell,  Tomlinson,  Tomp- 
kins, Tucker  of  Vifginia,  Tacker  of  South  Carolina, 
Tyler,  Upham,  Whitman,  WiUiams  of  ViiginU,  Wil- 
liams of  North  Carolina,  and  Wood. 

Nats— -Messrs.  AUen  of  New  York,  Anderson,  Ba- 
ker, Baldwin,  Bateman,  Beecher,  Bloomfield,  Boden, 
Brown,  Brush,  Bryan,  Bntlerof  LoBisiana,Campben, 
Case,  Clark,  Cocke,  Cook,  Darlington,  Bennison, 
Dewitt,  Dowse,  Folger,  Ford,  Gross  of  New  Tork» 
Gross  of  PennsyWanis,  Guyon,  Hackley,  Hall  of 
New  York,  Hardin,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hostetter, 
Jones  of  Tenn.,  Kinsey,  Little,  Lowndee,  Lyman, 
Maclay,  MeLane  of  Delaware,  MoLean  of  Kentucky, 
Marchand,  Meigs,  Metealf,  B.  Moore,  S.  Moora,  Mo- 
nell, Murray,  Nowton,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Patlenon, 
PhUaon,  Pitcher,  Bichmond,  Robertson,  Boss,  Saw- 
yer, Shaw,  Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of 
Maryland,  SteTons,  Storrs,  Street,  Strongof  New  York, 
Tarr,  Taylor,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Van  Bensselaer,  Wal- 
lace, and  Wendever, 

Mr.  Hill,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  by  reducing  the  duty  on  imported  molas- 
ses from  '*  ten"  cents  to  ^'  five''  cents  a  gallon ; 
on  which  motion  the  yeas  and  navs  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Pa«keb,  peioeiving  that  all  the  amend- 
ments which  had  been  disoussed  and  rejected  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole  woald  probably  be  again 
oflfered.  and  the  time  of  the- HoBseoceapaed  in 
the  tedious  process  of  deciding  •  them  again,  by 
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yeas  and  nays,  mored  again  for  the  prerioos 
question. 

The  call  for  the  previous  question  was  sus- 
tained by  a  vote  of  86  to  62 ;  and  the  previous 
question,  "  Shall  the  main  question  be  now  put  ?" 
was  stated  accordingly,  and  was  decided,  by  yeas 
and  nays,  in  the  affirmative — ayes  92,  noes  71,  as 
follows : 

YiAS — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  New 
York,  Alien  of  Tennessee,  Archer  of  MaryUnd,  Ar- 
cher of  Virginia,  Baker,  Baldwin,  Ball,  Barbour, 
Beecbtr,  Bloomfield,  Boden,  Brown,  Broth,  Bryan, 
Burton,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Campbell,  Cannon, 
Clark.  Cobb,  Cocke,  Cook,  Crawford,  Crowell,  Dar- 
lington, Davidson,  Dewitt,  Dowse,  Earle,  Ervin,  Fish- 
er, Floyd,  Folger,  Ford,  Garnett,  Grosa  of  New  York, 
Gross  of  Pennsylvania,  Guyon,  Hackley,  Hall  of  New 
York,  Hall  of  Del.,  Hendricks,  Hibdiman,  Hooks, 
Hosteller,  Kent,  Kinsey,  Little,  Lowndes,  Lyman, 
McCoy,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Marchand,  Mason, 
Metcalf,  R.  Moore,  MoneU,  Murray,  Parker  of  Vir- 
ginia, Patterson,  Phelps,  Philson,  Pitcher,  Rankin, 
Rhea,  Rich,  Richmond,  Rogers,  Ross,  Settle,  Sloan, 
Smith  of  New  Jersey,  B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Smith  of 
North  Carolina,  Stevens,  Street,  Strong  of  Vermont, 
Tarr,  Taylor,  Terrell,  Tompkins,  Trimble,  Tncker  of 
South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace, 
Wendover,  and  Williams  of  North  Carolina. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Anderson,  Bateman,  Bay- 
ly, Buffum,  Burwell,  Batler  of  New  Hampshire, 
Case,  Clagett,  Crafts,  Culbreth,  Culpeper,  Cushman, 
Cuthbert,  Dennisoo,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut, 
Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Edwards  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Foot,  Forrest,  Puller,  Fullerton,  Hall  of  North 
Carolina,  Hardin,  Hazard,  Hemphill,  Heister,  HiU, 
Holmes,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kendall,  Linn, 
Livermore,  Maclay,  McCreary,  McLane  of  Dela- 
ware, Mallsry,  Meigs,  Mercer,  S.  Moore,  ^Morton, 
Moseley,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Mastfachnsetts,  Newton, 
Overstreet,  Parker  of  Massachusetts,  Plumer,  Reed, 
Robertson,  Rose,  Sampson,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Shaw, 
Silsbee,  Simktns,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Southard,  Storrs, 
Strong  of  New  York,  Swearingen,  Tomlinson,  Tracy, 
Tucker  of  Virginia,  Upham,  Whitman,  WilUams  of 
Virginia,  and  Wood. 

The  said  main  question  was  then  put,  to  wit : 
Shall  the  bill  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time? 
and  passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  90,  nays  69, 
as  follows : 

YxAs — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  New  York*  Baker, 
Baldwin,  Bateman,  Beecher,  Bloomfield,Boden,  Brown, 
Brush,  Campbell,  Case,  Clark,  Cook,  Darlington, 
Dennison,  Dewitt,  Dowse,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Con- 
necticut, Edwards  of  Pennsjlvanla,  Ervin,  Fay,  Fol- 
ger, Ford,  Forrest,  Gross  of  New  York,  Gross  of 
Pennsylvania,  Guyon,  Hackley,  Hall  of  New  York, 
Hall  of  Delaware,  Hazard,  HemphUl,  Hendricks,  Her- 
rick,  Hibshman,  Heister,  Hostetter,  Kendall,  Kinsey, 
Kinsley,  Little,  Linn,  Lyman,  Maclay,  McLane  of 
Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Marchand,  Mason, 
Meigs,  Metcalf,  R.  Moore,  8.  Moore,  Monell,  Morton, 
Moseley,  Murray,  Newton,  Parker  of  Massachusetts, 
Patterson,  Pheipe,  Philson,  Pitcher,  Rich,  Richmond, 
Rogers,  Rosb,Ru88,  Sampson,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Shaw, 
Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Soutbwd,  Stevens,  Storm, 
Street,  Strong  of  New  York,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Tomlin- 
son, Tompkins,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Van  Rensselaer, 
WaUace,  Wendover,  and  Wood. 


Nats— Messrs.  Alexander,  Allen  of  Tenni 
Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virgiiua, 
Ball,  Barbour,  Bayly,  Bryan,  Bufibm,  Burton,  Bur- 
well,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Butler  of  Louisiana, 
Cannon,  Clagett,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Crafts,  Crawford, 
Crowell,  Culbreth,  Colpeper,  Cushman,  Cuthbert, 
Davidson,  Earle,  Edwards  of  N.  C,  Fiaher,  Floyd, 
Foot,  Fullerton,  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Hardin, 
HiU,  Holmes,  Hooks,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Tennessee, 
Kent,  LiYermore,  Lowndes,  McCoy,  McCreary,  Mal- 
lary,  Mercer,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Massadinsetts,  Orer* 
street,  Psrker  of  Virginia,  Plumer,  Rankin,  Reed, 
Rhea,  Robertson,  Settle,  Silsbee,  SimUns,  Slocumb, 
B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Swear- 
ingen, Terrell,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tudier  of  South 
Carolina,  Tyler,  Whitman,  Williams  of  Virginia, 
and  Williams  of  North  Carolina. 

The  House  then  (having  rejected  ten  or  twelve 
previous  motions  to  adjourn,  at  various  stages  of 
the  evening  proceedings)  adjourned  between  7 
and  8  o'clock,  after  a  sitting  of  more  than  nine 
hours. 


SaturuaTi  April  29. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  for  the  rdief 
of  the  legal  representatives  of  Conrad  Lanb,  de- 
ceased ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  McCoy  moved  that  the  House  do  now  pro- 
ceed to  consider  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  H.  Piatt  ;**  which 
motion  was  rejected  by  the  House. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  benefit  of  Christopher 
Miller,"  was  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  House  took  up  the  amendment  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  the  bill  concerning  the  banks  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Mercer  moved  that  the  House  disagree  to 
the  amendment;  which  motion  was  negatived; 
and  then  the  House  Agreed  to  the  amenmnent  of 
the  Senate  without  a  <uvision. 

The  bill  from  the ,  Senate  granting  certain  priv- 
ileges to  the  Ocean  Steamship  Company,  of  New 
York,  was  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill  was  opposed  by  Mr.  McLbax,  of  Ken- 
tucky} who  moved  to  recommit  the  bill,  and  by 
Mr.  FooT^  and  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Gross, 
of  New  York,  and  Newton  ;  and  after  some  re- 
marks from  Mr.  Smitb,  of  Maryland,  who  wished 
further  time  to  examine  the  bill;  it  was  recom- 
mitted. 

THE  NAVY. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  rose,  and 
said  he  should  take  the  liberty  to  submit  to  ^ 
House  several  propositions  growing  out  of  the 
vote  last  evening  on  the  tariff  bill.  If  that  bill 
passed  into  a  law,  of  which  he  thought  there  was 
little  doubL  since  the  vote  had  been  taken,  a  rad- 
ical, a  total  change  would  be  effected  in  the  sys- 
tem of  policy  heretofore  parsued.  It  appeos  to 
me,  sir,  that  we  have  been  happy,  that  «e  hm,re 
flourished,  in  a  preeminent  degree,  ondcr  the  op> 
erattont  of  the  system  so  much  rqnofasled  by  the 
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fhenda  of  the  new  tarifil  In  lieu  of  a  tax  on 
consumptioDs,  we  most,  it  seems,  now  resort  to  a 
system  of  internal  taxation.  The  gentleman  from 
FennsyWania.  (Mr.  Balowin,)  under  whose  aus- 
pices this  bill  was  ushered  into  the  House,  and 
carried  through  with  a  triumphant  majority,  had 
always  been  fayorable,  if  he  was  not  mistaken,  to 
a  system  of  internal  taxation.  That  gentleman 
voted  against  the  repeal  of  the  intend  duties, 
when  a  longer  contmuance  of  them  was  mani- 
festly unnecessary,  and  when  the  President  had 
recommended  their  abolition.  But  without  the 
former  votes  of  the  ^ntleman,  the  whole  of  his 
present  project  is  evidence  unequivocal  to  my 
mind  that  ne  wishes  to  re-establuh  a  system  of 
internal  taxation. 

The  gentleman  had  distinctly  said  that  the 
system  of  revenue  which  was  now  in  operation 
had  been  tried;  that  it  had  failed;  and  that  we 
must  chan^  it.  Mr.  W.  said  he  was  not  dis- 
posed to  think  or  to  act  with  the  gentleman  from 
rennsylvania ;  tliat  he  denied  to  the  gentleman 
the  force  of  his  argument,  founded  upon  the  inad- 
equacy of  our  present  system.  But  admitting  it 
to  be  inadequate,  Mr.  W.  denied  the  propriety  or 
policy  of  such  a  remedy  as  that  gentleman  pro- 
posed. Sir,  said  he,  wiiat  is  the  x&  cause  of^the 
deficit  in  the  revenue  ?  Is  the  deficiency  owing 
to  any  fault  in  the  system  itself,  or  does  it  proceed 
from  the  enormous  expenditures  of  money?  I 
say  it  boldly,  and  without  fear  of  contradiction, 
that  the  be^pared  condition  of  the  Treasury  arises 
from  the  improper  expenditures  of  money,  and 
not  from  any  faiut  in  tne  revenue  system.  The 
friends  of  tne  present  revenue  system  have  not 
been  disappointed.  It  has  produced  all  the  good 
they  expected  would  result  Irom  it  at  the  time  it 
was  adopted.  But,  sir,  many  heavy  expenditures 
have  since  been  authorized,  and  wnich  were  not 
contemplated  at  the  period  the  system  was  adopt- 
ed. This  is  the  real  cause  of  the  insufficiency  of 
funds  in  the  Treasury. 

No  doubt  a  portion,  and  perhans  a  serious  por- 
tion, too,  of  the  failure  arises  from  the  present 
deianged  state  of  the  circulating  medium ;  but 
this  is  no  fault  of  the  system ;  and  notwithstand- 
ing all  thioe  embarrassments,  it  would  have  an- 
swered every  purpose,  provided  the  expenditures 
had  not  been  unreasonable  and  improper.  The 
sentleman  from  Peniuylvania,  however^  had  uni- 
formly opposed,  Mr.  W .  said,  every  effort  to  re- 
trench, to  economise,  and  to  save  the  public  money. 
So  far,  then,  as  the  gentleman  from  rennsylvania 
was  concerned,  the  deficiency  of  revenue  had 
been  owing  more  to  the  course  of  policy  pursued 
by  him  in  this  House  than  to  any  defect  in  the 
system.  The  system,  Mr.  W.  repeated,  had  not 
failed;  it  had  answered  every  purpose  contempla- 
ted by  its  friends  at  the  p^iod  of  its  adoption. 
But  tne  Congress  of  the  United  States  had  failed, 
if  there  was  failure  anywhere.  They  had  author- 
ized excessive  expenditures,  not  contemplated. 
Had  the  Army  been  reduced,  as  often  proposed  in 
this  Hoose^  there  would  not  now  be  a  d^iency 
of  money  in  the  Treasury.  But  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  had  opposed,  at  all  times,  any 


reduction  of  the  Military  Establishment  Not 
only  so,  but  the  gentleman  had  opposed  every  at- 
tempt to  reduce  the  expenditures  appertaining  to 
the  Army.  Even  the  YeUow  Stone  ExpediUon, 
condemned  by  the  deliberate  judgment  of  this 
House,  as  not  only  useless  and  expensive,  but  dan- 
gerous, the  gentleman  supported  by  his  vote. 

Mr.  W.  said  it  was  a  source  of  some  little  con- 
solation at  least,  that,  if  the  tarifi"  bill  went  into 
operation,  the  Army  would  be  reduced  as  a  matter 
of  course.  It  would,  in  that  state  of  things,  be 
less  necessary  than  it  had  been,  and  ita  most  de- 
termined advocates  in  this  House  would  not  any 
longer  be  able  to  sustain  it.  In  any  difficulties 
we  might  calculate  on  vnth  Spain,  there  appeared 
to  be  no  occasion  for  the  Army  in  its  present  size. 
But  thinking  the  reduction  of  the  Army  would 
ensue,  as  a  matter  of  course,  upon  the  passage  of 
the  tariff  bill,  he  should  not  say  any  thing  more  on 
the  subject ;  nor  had  he  provided  any  resolution 
specifically  for  that  object.  The  next  branch  of 
public  expenditure  rendered  wholly  uzmecessary, 
if  the  bill  should  pass,  was  the  appropriation  for 
the  gradual  increase  of  the  Navy. 

Sir,  it  is  proposed  that  we  adopt  a  Chinese  pol- 
icy ;  that  we  shall  always  stay  at  home,  and  never 
ffo  abroad.  Of  what  use,  then,  can  be  your  Nary  ? 
The  Navy  was  created  to  defend  your  maritime 
and  commercial  rights.  If  you  have  no  com- 
merce of  what  use  can  be  your  Navy  to  defend  the 
very  rights  which  you  have  declared  you  will  not 
exercise?  Mr.  W.  said  he  would  never  agree  to 
tax  his  constituents,  in  the  firsrt  place,  to  support 
manufacturing  establishments,  and  then  to  sup- 
port an  army  and  a  navy,  renaered  wholly  useless 
and  unnecessary  by  the  policy  proposed  to  be 
pursued. 

Mr.  W.  said,  further,  that,  when  the  commer- 
cial interest  suffers ;  when  their  rights  are  inva- 
ded, petitions  flow  in  upon  us ;  are  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce,  and  by  that  committee 
are  duly  considered.  If  any  law  is  necessary  to 
provide  for  the  commercial  interests,  the  commit- 
tee report  a  bill,  and  it  is  passed  into  a  law.  Thus, 
the  commercial  interest  is  guarded  and  defended. 
At  this  session  we  have,  also,  a  distinct  Commit- 
tee on  Manufactures.  The  mass  of  petitions  and 
documents  laid  on  our  tables,  and,  above  all,  the 
bills  reported  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia, tend  to  show  the  great  vigilance  with  which 
the  manufacturing  interest  is  guarded.  Gentle- 
men say  that  there  are,  in  this  country,  three  in- 
terests^ the  agricultural,  commercial^  and  manu- 
facturmg.  iuid  how  happens  it,  sir,  that  the 
agricultural,  the  great  leading  and  substantial 
interest  in  this  country,  has  no  committee— no 
organized  tribunal  in  this  House  to  hear  and  de- 
termine on  their  grievances  ?  If  the  commercial 
or  manufiicturing  interests  are  affected,  the  cry 
resounds  throughout  the  country ;  remonstrances 
flow  in  upon  us ;  they  are  referred  to  committees 
appointed  for  the  purpose  of  guarding  them,  and 
ade(]uate  remedies  are  provided.  But,  sir,  when 
agriculture  is  opfHressea,  and  makes  complaint, 
what  tribunal  is  in  this  House  to  hear  and  deter- 
mine on  the  grievance? 
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Now,  I  suppose  affricultural  petitions  could  not 
be  referred  to  the  Coramtttee  on  Manu&ctores ! 
The  policy  pursued  by  the  gen^eman  irom  Penn- 
sylvania, who  is  at  tne  head  of  that  coBiinittee, 
8MW8  you  that  agriculture  can  get  nothing  from 
manttfactures.  Let  us,  then,  have  a  distinct  and 
separate  committee  on  agriculture^  to  hear  and 
determine  on  the  grievances  of  which  that  inter- 
est may  complain.  Sir,  I  wish  to  hear  the  agrir 
cultural  voice  of  the  country ;  let  the  farmers  and 
planters  speak.  They  constitute  an  interest  which 
to  all  other  interests  is  as  ten  to  one,  twenty  to 
one,  or  one  hundred  to  one.  They  are  patirat 
and  Icmg  suffering,  they  will  bear  a  great  deal 
without  murmur  or  complaint.  But  there  is  a 
point  beyond  which  they  cannot  bear.  Beyond 
that  point  I  fear  we  are  about  to  so.  For  the 
purpose,  therefore,  of  having  some  tribunal  before 
whom  the  agricultural  interest  may  afpear^  I  shall 
submit  a  resolution  to  estaUish  a  committee  on 
that  subject.  They  are  the  majority,  they  have  a 
right  not  onlv  to  be  heard,  but  to  control.  Op- 
press them  only  a  little  longer,  and  they  will  rise 
in  the  majesty  of  their  strength ;  they  must  and 
will  demand  suitable  relief.  Mr.  W.  concluded 
by  offiering  the  following' resolutions;  which  w&te 
read: 

Raobfed,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways-and  Means 
be  instructed  to  report  a  bill  repealing  any  law  or 
laws  making  appropriationfl  for  the  increase  of  the 
Navy  «f  the  United  Sutei. 

Reaoioed,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  MEeana 
be  instnieted  to  report  a  bill  calling  home  the  squa- 
dron in  the  Medtteranean 


Mr.  Williams  submitted,  also,  the  following 
resolution  to  amend  the  rules,  wnich  lies  on  the 
table  one  d^iy  of  course : 

Resolved,  That  an  additional  standing  committee 
be  appointed,  to  be  denominated  **  The  Committee  on 
Agricttltnre." 

THE  ARMY. 

Mr.  Flotp,  of  Virginia,  rose  and  said,  he  was 

fladto.see  the  course  taken  by  his  friend  from  North 
/arolina.  His  intention  was  to  ofier  another  res- 
olution, pressing  the  same  object  ^till  farther.  Mr. 
F.  had  no  hesitation  in  sayine^,  that  if  the  pseaent 
tariif  passedy  from  the  effiscts  ne  bdieved  it  would 
produce  \ipon  the  eouatry,  that  it  would  eause  a 
radical  change  in  all  his  opinions,  as  it  cegaxded 
the  Army  and  Navy  of  the  United  Stales.  He 
felt  it  due  to  himself^to  say,  that  heretofore  he  had 
been  friendly  to  the  Army  and  Navy ;  but  would 
rather  dispense  with  both  than  oppress  the  conntry 
with  a  system  of  excise  and  taxes.  He  knew  there 
was,  some  time  aso,  a  political  party  in  liie. Uni- 
ted States,  who  thought  that  method  most  wise 
and  best,  of  supporting  the  Government,  which 
looked  to  direct  taxes ;  but  he  was  not  one  of  that 
number  :his.antipathy  to  that  system  was  still  the 
same.  The  motion,  therefore,  which  he  was  about 
to  submit,  proceeded  from  a  strong  conviction, 
that,  unless  we  reduced  our  eiqienditures  in  this 
way,  this  oppcessire  and  ruinoas  aystem,  which 
we  are  threatened  with,  must  very  shortly  be 
brought  into  operation,  wnich  will  require  at  least 


eiehtor  tea  millions  animally  of  direct  tax-— 4 
wnich  the  community,  in  times  of  j^ftater  pros- 
perity, could  not  bear,  and,  in  these  tuaes  of  diffi- 
cuky  and  distress,  cannot  be  paid  unless  bv  a  sacri- 
fice of  pfoperty,  perhaps  at  less  than  a  finh  of  its 
value. 

Mr.  F.  bdieved  the  revenues  of  the  country 
would,  ibr  several  years,  be  less  and  less;  that 
each  year  would  show  a  still  greater  deficit,  until 
the  trade  of  the  world  settled  down  to  the  pn>per 
point,  which  the  wants  and  situatian  of  all  would 
Intimately  determine.  Whilst  a  navy  ooold  be  of 
no  use  to  us,  having  no  commerce  to  protect,  as 
we  were. about  to  become  a  nation  of  weavers,  he 
could  not  think  it  necessary  to  retain  that  which 
formed  so  large  a  part  of  our  expenditmes.  A  few 
small  vessels,  to  protect  our  coastins  trade,  whilst 
they  tof^  their  maanfactuies  to  the  South,  and 
returned  with  cargoes  of  cotton,  might  be  nsefol ; 
more  was  unnecessary  and  burdeaasomey  and  must 
in  a  short  time  decay,  and,  with  the  loonage  of 
the  country,  disappear. 

The  Army,  Mr.  F.  said,  twhieh  likewise  formed 
so  lai^  a  portion  of  enr  eiqiMOises,  could  with 
much  propriety  be  dispensed  with.  A  few,  very 
few,  were  necessary  to  take  care  of  the  fioitifica- 
tions  which  might  be  now  finished,  or  which,  by 
existing  oontmcts  or  appropriations,  may  soon  m 
so.  Tne  defence  of  every  oeuntry,  Mr.  tF.  said, 
depended  upon  ^  ^ecunty  of  a  few  important 
pomts,  leaving  the  intenaediate  parts  to  be  pro- 
tected by  movencnts  £com  these  ^^omts ;  ihflogb 
now,  he  believed,  there  would  be  stiil  Iws  cause 
to  appiefaend  aay  thmff  from  oonlaet  with  other 
nations,  as  we  were  about  to  become  maanfar- 
tarers. 

Mr.  F.  said,  he  did  not  see  the  ntusbujiLy  of  an 
excise  and  direct  taxes  at  the  present  tone,  |iar- 
tieularly  as  the  fiiends  of  the  preseat  measise 
seemed  disposed  to  adopt  the  Chinese  poiiey ;  an 
army  and  navy,  under  such  oircamstanoes,  coold 
only  serve  to  remind  us  of  what  we  onee  were. 
If  there  was  war,  or  any  neeessity  of  theooantry, 
not  resulting  from  a  measure  of  our  own,  at  this 
time,  kaowin^  it  to  lead  directly  to  a  system  of 
internal  tflvation,  he  would  vote  for  atax  as  high 
as  any  gentleman  would  desire;  but,  whenno  ne- 
ocssity^  in  his  opinion,  did  -exi^  he  ^was  averse  to 
any  thing  of  the  sort.  The  pamoulai  diatrMes 
of  the  country,  iostoid  of  prompting  to  impositions 
upon  the  people,  mquired,  in  his  opiaioii,  RMt 
care  and  eeonomy  in  the  management  of  a&irs, 
to  avoid  ntoessity  for  any  new  demands.  He 
could  not  see  the  wonderftil  benefits  which  were 
to  sesult  to  this  people,  ftom  thisGkiTenimeBt, 
when  they  were  made  to  fed  heaiqr  bnidens  io 
support  an  anoay  and  navy,  which  ooald  have  no 
oth^  employment  thanjurotectinff  the  .weavers. 
This  country,  said  Mr.  F.,  is  unLuce  any  other ; 
the  General  Qovemmeat  ean  have  no  subject  of 
expense,  but  such  as  is  truly  national ;  an  army, 
a  navy,  the  civil  list ;  the  eommeioe  of  the  ooaa- 
try  in  time  of  peace,  ou^t,  if  possible^  to  pay  that 
expense,  aad  not  harass  the  citizen  with  two  sys- 
tems-of  taxation.  If  things  were  penn^ted  to  re- 
main, the  revenue  of  the  coontiy,  wi&  psoper 
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ecoDomf,  would  be,  as  it  ought  to  be,  equal  to  all 
the  demands  upon  the  Treasury.  Mr.  F.  repeated, 
that  in  offering  this  'resolution,  he  had  no  leeling 
hostile  to  the  Army  or  Navy,  but  was  actuated  by 
a  desire  alone  to  reduce  the  expenditures  of  the 
nation,  that  if  possible,  the  heavy  taxes  with  which 
we  were  threatened,  by  the  friends  of  the  tariff, 
might  be  avoided:  He  said  he  had  still  a  hope 
that  this  hill^  fraught  with  evil^  which  he  conceived 
it  to  be,  which  he  saw  would  inevitably  pass  this 
House,  would  be  arrested  elsewhere.  Mr.  F.  then 
submitted  the  following  resolution,  which  was,  on 
bis  motion,  laid  on  the  table: 

Resolved,  Thtt  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
be  instracted  to  report  a  bill,  reducing  the  Army  of 
the  United  States  to  six  tbbaiand  men,  to  contiat  of 
a  due  proportion  of  infantry,  artillery,  and  riflemen. 

REVISION  or  THE  TARIFF. 

The  engrossed  biH  to  regulate  the  duties  on  im> 
ports  8nd^  tonnage  waa  read  the  third  tkne. 

Mr.  BALnwnr  remarked,  that  it  wouB  be  recol- 
lected the  bounty  on  pickled  fis^  export  hati 
been  increased  in  Comctiittee  of  the  Whole^  in 
consequence  of  an  increase  of  tie  duty  on  im- 
ported sale — the  duty^  on  salt  had  subsequently 
been  reduced,  but  it  had  been  omitted  at  the  same 
time  to  make  a  corresponding  change  tn  the  bounty 
on  pickled  fish.  He  presumed  tfa^re  could  be  no 
objection-  now  to  make  this  am^idment,  and 
moved  that  the  House  agre(e  thereto  by  general 
consent,  (by  which  only  an  amendmeiit  can  be 
made  to  a  bill  in  the  House  on  the  tiiird  reading.) 

The  motion  was  objected  to,  and  of  course 
failed. 

Mr.  Rbea  then  rose  and,  ^ke  about  an  hour 
against  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Slocumb.  of  North  Oafolina,  moved  to  re- 
commit the  bill,  with  instructions  to  reduce  the 
duty  on  imported  iron' in  bars,  dbc,  from  9^  ^  to 
75  cents  per  hundred  weight. 

This  motion  produced'  a  debi^  of  considerable 
duration,  touching  occasionally  on  the  general 
merits  of  the  bili^  as  wdl  as  on  tiie  e^rpediency  of 
committmg  the  bdl  for  the  purpose  proposed. 

The  motion  to  recomniit  the  bill  was  advocated 
by  Messrs;  Slocumb,  Piitckw^y,  Silbbbb,  Mer- 
cer, Nbi^son,  of  Massachusetts,  Morton-,  SiirrB, 
of  North  Carolina,  Livebmore,  F1.0YO,  Holhes, 
and  Foot,  and  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  KtRSET, 
Smitb,  of  Maryland,  BALbwiif,  StorRs,  Ser- 
geant, and  Qrosb,  of  New  York.  The  debate 
continued  until  about  four  oH;16ek. 

Mr.  KiN8Ey,of  New  Jersey,  addressed  the  House 
as  follows — 

Mr.  Speaker :  Did  I  believe  this  item  of  the  bill 
was  either  partial  in  its  operation,  or  local  in  its 
effects,  I  should  not,  at  present,  oppose  the  motion ; 
but,  believin|^,  as  I  do.  that  theincrdaseof  duty,as 
contemplated  by  the  Dill,  is  niot  more  than  neces^ 
sary  for  the  protection  of  one  of  the  most  valuable 
of  our  manufactures,  I  am  necessarily  compelled 
to  oppose  every  attempt  to  withdraw  from  them 
that  fostering  protectiofi  they,  at  this  time,  so  much 
require,  to  preserve  those  that  are  partially  in  ope- 
ration, and  resuscitate  those  that  have  gone  to  de^ 
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cay.  The  question,  whether  we  shall  give  efficii^nt 
protection  to  our  manufactures  of  iron,  is  not  con*- 
nned  to  local  or  sectitmal  districts,  but  spreads  itself 
over  the  whole  continent.  Nature  has  extended 
the  iron  region  through  every  State  in  greater 
quantity  and  superior  qualitv  than  to  any  other 

Sortion  of  the  globe ;  and  it  belongs  to  us,  as  the 
epository  of  the  nation's  highest  interests,  to  seize ' 
the  present  opportunity  to  call  into  operation  th& 
dormant  resourees  which  a  mistaken  policy  has 
discouraged  in  some  instances,  and  in  others  n^' 
glected,  to  give  energetic  efficiency  to  this  branch 
of  national  industry,  so  essential  to  our  stren^thj 
wealth,  and  independence.    "  To  be  independeht 
for  the  comforts  of  life,  we  must  febricate  them' 
ourselves,"  is  a  maxim  of  one  of  our  greatest  states- 
men ;  it  is  a  principle  of  national  economy,  self- 
evident,  and  admits  not  of  a  doubt ;  and  yet^  whibt- 
the  quantity  made  in  the  country  is  lessening,  antf' 
our  importations  have  very  considerably  increased, 
we  are  told  no  further  protection  is  necessary ;  and' 
several  geirtlemen  from  Massachusetts,  vnth  gte^tf' 
pkusibiuty  of  reasoning  and  apparent  accuracy  of 
calculation,  have  given  you  the  cost  of  making  a' 
ton  of  bar  iron,  and,  with  the  ore  brought  from 
New  Jersey,  have  stated  the  cost  at  less  than  ftRf^ 
dollars  a  ton ;  whilst,  on  the  other  hand,  gentle^ ' 
men  of  unh&peachable  veracity,  knowledge,  an#' 
integrity,  ^nd,  on  a  former  occasion,  under  thcf^ 
sanctity  of  an  oath,  declared',  that,  in  New  Jersey,  '■ 
it  cannot  be  produced  under  one  hundred  dollatv' 
per  ton.    Another  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,* 
denying  all  local  prejudices,  undertakes  to  show' 
the  impolicy  of  increasing  the  duty  on  iron,  as  it- 
must  operate  a^inst  the  interests  of  his  constitu- 
ents, in  manufacturing  nails,  sprigs,  and  bredi^, 
forgetting  that,  on  a  former  occasion,  the  duty  was ' 
raised  on  sprigs  and  brads,  on  his  own  motion^  - 
from  three  cents  per  pound  to  five-  cents  per  thou- 
sand, equal,  on  sprigs  of  one  thousand  to  the  ouncel 
to-  eighty  cents  per  pound,  being  an  increase  of 
seventy-seven  cents  per  pound.    This  was  aeaitP 
introduced  into  the  present  bill,  and  carried  by  a^ 
large  majority i    In  answer  to  those  gendemen' 
vHio contend  that  the  mantrfaetureof  iron  is  ap^o^ 
ductive  one,  and,  as  souk  haveattcikiptedUojprovi^j 
themt)st  profitable  of  any  other,  I  would  caH  their 
attention  to  the  quantity  annually  imported,  anif' 
the  decayed  and  dilapidated  state  of  the  wbite- 
wkich,  to  the  capitalist  or  adventurer,  are  llktt' 
beacons  to  wdrn  all  from  embarking  in  undeitliki' 
in^  wherein  so  many  have  been  shipwrecked,  and^ 
where  the  mouldering  monuments  of  political  e^ 
Tors  deter  the  industrious  adventurer  from  a  pur^ 
suit  which  has  involved  in  loss  and  bankruptcy^ 
three-fourths  of  the  individuals  engaged  in  those-' 
useful  and  necessary  establishments.    Those  dis^ 
tricts  which  may  be  properly  called  the  iron  di^ 
tricts,  and  which  for  many  years  have  supported' 
a  hardy,  indnstrious,  and  enterprising  race,  have| 
in  a  manner  become  depopulated,  and  where  the' 
busy  hum  of  industry  spread  happiness  and  plenty, 
:now  meagre  misery  and  want  have  usurped^  the 
nlsce 

To  those  who  contend  that  the  protection'  con* 
templated  by  the  present  bill  will  eventually  amount 
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to  a  prohibition,  and,  by  a  course  of  reasoning 
(whicn  I  confess  myself  incapable  of  understan<f 
ing)  undertake  to  prove  the  present  protection  is 
too  high,  I  have  only  to  answer,  we  have  imported 
the  last  year  twenty  thousand  tons,  and  the  present 
duty,  though  increased  from  forty-five  to  seventy- 
five  cents  per  hundred  weight,  has  had  no  effect  in 
increasing  the  price  to  the  consumer,  decreasing 
the  revenue,  or  lessening  the  quantity  imported, 
which  has  continued  to  increase  as  our  own  has 
diminished.  Thus,  it  is  evident,  contrary  to  the 
reasoning  and  cases  stated  by  gentlemen,  we  are 
annually  becoming  more  and  more  dependent  on 
Europe  for  an  article  the  most  essential  to  our 
comfort,  safety,  and  independence. 

In  travellinff  through  those  districts  where  once 
a  brave,  ruggd,  enterprising  population  thronged 
along  those  streams  and  rivers  that  propelled  the 
worJu,  and,  by  their  productive  labor,  added  to  the 
national  strength « and  wealth,  a  vigorous  activity 
was  manifest  on  every  side,  whilst  increasing 
prosperity  stamped  cheerfulness  on  every  counte- 
nance. At  present,  the  withering  blight  of  foreign 
competition  has  destroyed  establishments  which, 
for  half  a  century,  have  been  progressive,  but,  at 
present,  are  whoUy  abandoned,  and  we  have  be- 
come dependent  on  the  industry  of  Europe  for  two 
million  dollars  of  an  article  which  could  have 
been  produced  from  our  own  mines  and  mountains 
by  that  labor  whi<fh  has  been  lost  to  the  nation, 
and  thousands  of  individuals,  in  place  of  being 
profitably  employed,  are,  at  present,  ourdensome  to 
the  community,  and  an  industrious  race  of  men 
have  been  forced  from  the  place  of  their  nativity, 
poor  and  penniless,  to  seek  a  subsistence  in  other 
districts,  and  by  otner  avocations.  Their  knowl- 
edge in  that  art  in  which  alone  they  were  acquaint- 
ed^as  become  useless  to  theniselves,  and  lost  to  the 
nation.  Capitals  to  the  amount  of  millions  have 
sunk  from  society,  which  can  never  be  restored. 
Thus  has  one  ot  our  most  useful  branches  of  in- 
dustrjr  been  sacrificed  at  the  shrine  of  commercial 
cupidity,  whose  advocates,  not  satisfied  with  those 
ofierings  which  continue  to  paralyze  the  industry 
of  Uie  country,  still  insatiate,  cry,  give  !  give !  and 
tell  you,  by  mcreasing  duty  on  iron  you  increase 
the  expense  of  ship  building,  on  which  they  are 
desirous  to  make  profit.  Why  will  not  gentlemen 
apply  the  same  principles  and  doctrines  in  this  ai 
in  other  branches  of  labor,  and  buy  their  ships 
where  they  can  procure  them  the  cheapest  7  Must 
the  whole  interest  of  the  nation  continue  to  be 
taxed  to  support  this  commercial  mania?  It  is 
time  for  this  Government  to  turn  its  attention  to 
those  inestimable  establishments  resting  on  terra 
firma,  which  will  lay  the  permanent  basis  of  our 
future  jg^reatness  and  power  on  the  solid  foundation 
of  national  industry.  Too  long  has  this  unsub- 
stantial vision  of  commercial  advancement  misled 
the  nation.  She  deserted,  after  leading  us  into  a 
war ;  she  will  disappoint  our  expectations  now  we 
are  at  peace:  yet.  by  her  meretricious  arts,  she 
seeks  to  eogross  tne  whole  of  Governmental  pat- 
ronage, whilst  the  National  Legislature,  with 
maternal  solicitude,  seeks  to  shield  her  alone  from 
all  foreign  competition.    I  fear  the  atteinpt  will  be 


a  vain  one.  for,  like  the  unstable  element  on  which 
she  rests,  sne  will  always  continue  to  cast  up  miie 
and  dirt.  Is  Government  petitioned  to  aid  the 
manufactures  of  the  country — the  friends  of  com- 
merce exhibit  to  our  view  the  wretched  situation 
of  the  manufactures  of  England,  and  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  has,  with  a  glowing  fig- 
ure, represented  them  by  the  type  of  hell  itseB*. 
When  commerce  is  spoken  of,  we  are  again  pre- 
sented with  the  picture  of  the  fast-anchored  isle  as 
all-powerful  and  prosperous,  and  as  the  anchor  of 
the  world's  last  hope. 

From  whence  originates  this  national  sensibility 
to  rights  maritime^  and  this  astonishing  apattiy  to 
questions  of  the  highest  interest  ?    Let  the  least 
fibre  of  our  commercial  interests  be  but  approached, 
and  the  whole  seaboard  is  roused  as  by  touch  elec- 
tric ;  but  when  a  policy  is  silently  pursued,  by 
which  milhoAB  of  capital  are  lost  to  the  nation, 
and  thousands  of  individuals  reduced  to  bankruptcy 
and  want,  and  whilst  ruin  is  advancixig  with  ac- 
celerated pace,  the  most  stoical  indifference  is 
manifested  and  mpiny  gentlemen  have  manifested 
more  ingenuity  in  defining  and  describing  the 
causes  of  the  failures  of  manufactories,  than  they 
have  discovered  solicitude  in  seeking  a  remedy  for 
the  evil.    The  want  of  capital,  the  derangement 
of  business  on  the  withdrawal  of  the  circulatins 
medium — ^thase  causes  had  an  effect ;  but  the  real 
cause  was  the  want  of  support  a^inst  foreign  com- 
petition.   The  want  of  capital  is  disproved  by  the 
solicitude  for  loans  and  tne  low  rate  of  interest : 
it  arises  not  frofn  the  want  of  capital,  but  the  uu- 
certainty  of-  returns  of  capitals,  employed.    Wa^ 
confidence  restored  to  those  branches  of  industry, 
capital  would  again  revert  to  those  channels  which 
formerly  presented  a  certain  and  most  profitable 
return.     What,  then,  is  our  present  situation,  and 
what  can  be  done  to  call  into  operation  the  dormant 
resources  of  the  country?    Capital  cannot,  with 
any  prospect  of  success, joe  employed  in  commerce, 
from  the  univiersal  loss  that  has  followed  every 
speciesof  foreign  adventure;  it  cannot  be  employed 
in  agriculture  with  any  prospect  of  success,  from 
the  uncertainty  of  foreign  demand  -,  and  the  pros- 
pect of  hope  is  barred  in  the  channel  of  manufac- 
tures, from  the  threatened  ruin  awaiting  them  from 
foreign  competition.  .  We  cannot,  by  an^  act,  in- 
crease the  aemand  for  our  surplus  agricultural 
productions,  as  that  must  depend  on  the  necessities 
of  fo^eigp.  nations.    We  cannot  extend  foreign 
commerce^  as  that  depends  on  the  caprice  and  con- 
tingencies of  foreign  Governments.    But  we  can, 
and  it  is  a  duty,  iaeumbent  on  i»,  to  call  into  ope- 
ration millions  of  dormant,  sunken,  unproductive 
capital,  already  vested  in  the  decayed  and  dilapi- 
dated manufactories  of  our  country.    Confidence 
restored,  to  those  once  profitable  establishments,  the 
capitals  retired  frcm,commerceand  the  unproductive 
labors  of  agriculture  will  find  a  sure  ana  profitable 
employment  ^  will,  through  this  channel,  return 
and' give  activity  to  national  industry. 

Notwithstanding  the  improved  state  of  manu- 
factures in  England,  Adam  Smith  has  proven 
agriculture  to  be  the  most  sure  and  profitable  re- 
turn of  capital,  as  it  is  the  only  branch  o(  labor 
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orer  which  she  has  control ;  not  producing  suffi- 
cient for  her  own  subsistaioe,  she  is  enabl^  to  fix 
a  standard  ralue  to  the  productions  of  this  species 
of  industry  by  her  com  laws.    The  ezarame  of 
Britain,  as  it  regards  agriculture,  is  presented  to  us 
in  manofrctures;  it  b  with  us  the  only  branch  of 
industry  to  which  we  can  give  energy  and  effi- 
ciency, and  over  which  we  can,  for  many  years, 
possess  a  powerful  control.    At  the  same  time  we 
gire  to  the  home  trade  increased  activity  and 
power,  which  is  at  all  times  the  most  loeratiTe  and 
certain  portion  of  our  commerce.    As  in  the  trade 
with  foreign  nations^  founded  on  reciprocity,  the 
profits  must  be  divided ;  therefore,  one  half  the 
profits  on  the  labor  necessary  to  produce  the  article 
of  exchange  goes  to  the  foreign  merchant   Where- 
as, in  excha&ffes  between  one  State  and  another, 
the  whole  profit  is  saved  to  the  coootij.    Further, 
the  cajHtaf  required  to  carry  on  a  foreign  trade 
most  always  be  greater  than  that  necessary  for  the 
home  trade,  as  the  returns  must  be  much  slower, 
requiring  in  some  instances  one  or  two  years; 
whereas,  the  home  trade  gives  six  or  twelve  returns 
in  the  same  time.    Thus,  if  the  capitals  are  equal, 
the  home  tiade  will  give  twelve  or  even  twenty- 
four  times  more  encouragement  to  the  industry  of 
the  country  than  the  foreign  trade ;  or,  the  ooe- 
tenth  of  the  capital  employed  in  the  home  trade 
will  be  more  productiTe  than  ten  times  the  same 
amount  in  foreign  trade.    This  reasoning  is  proven 
to  be  correct  by  the  situation  of  our  country  during 
the  period  of  embargo,  non-intereourse,  and  war. 
During  the  year  1814.  when  the  exports,  foreign 
and  domestic,  -were  short  of  seven  millions,  the 
price  of  all  agricultural  productions  was  more  than 
double  the  pnce  the  last  year,  when  our  exports 
exceeded  seventy  millions.    During  the  period  first 
aUoded  to,  an  increased  activity  was  given  to  in- 
ternal industry ;  labor  of  all  kinds  was  in  demand 
and  amply  compensated ;  and,  though  foreign  com- 
merce was  prostrate,  the  price  of  land  and  all  kinds 
of  agricultural  productions  was  fiAy  per  cent,  above 
the  year  1819,  when  an  universal  torpor  seems  to 
pervade  everr  section  of  the  country,  and  a  paraly- 
se has  seized  on  all  kinds  of  business  and  industry. 
The  sympathy  expressed  bv  the  advocates  of  com- 
merce, for  the  interests  ot  agriculture,  is  wholly 
uanecessafy.    The  great  agricultural  States  of 
New  York  and  Pennsylvania,  ever  attentive  to 
their  true  interests,  and  well  acquainted  with  the 
sources  of  thcar  wealth,  have  instructed  their  repre- 
sentatives to  protect  manufactures.    The  States  of 
Ohio  and  New  Jersey  have  unanimously  done  the 
same.    Let  us  not  be  told  that  the  affriculturist  is 
opposed  to  manufactures ;  it  is  a  libefon  that  noble 
and  patriotic  portion  of  the  community.    When 
did  the  farmer  shrink  from  any  deprivation  or 
danger  when  the  independence  ot  his  country  was 
the  stake  to  be  contended  for?    Are  the  important 
events  in  our  history  so  soon  forgotten?    In  the 
last  contest  for  our  riffhts,  maritime  war,  with  all 
its  evils,  sacrifices,  and  deprivations,  was  submitted 
to,  and  met  with  a  cheerfulness  and  dignity  char- 
acteristic of  the  nation.    The  pride  of  indepen- 
dence, the  hope  of  future  prosperity,  in  imagina- 
tion,  painted  some  future  good  oeyond  the  horizon 


of  present  ill ;  he  was  willing  to  sacrifice  the  ex- 
pense of  personal  enjoyment  for  the  gratifying 
triumph  oi  national  superiority,  conscious  he  would 
sink  more  sweetly  to  tne  grave  by  leaving  to  his 
children  the  inheritance  of  liberty. 

Sir,  we  are  legislating  fbr  the  same  proud,  cal- 
culating, brave  yeomanry  now,  who  are  fully  com- 
petent to  estimate  every  act  that  increases  the  na- 
tional strength  or  advances  their  future  prospects. 
The  friends  of  manufactures  ask  no  sacrifices^  they 
are  alone  solicitous  to  recall  into  operation  millions 
of  dormant  sunken  capital,  which,  whilst  it  recalls 
into  active  operation  the  paralyzed  industry  of  the 
country,  calls  for  the  developement  of  the  sources 
of  national  wealth.  The  object  of  the  present 
tariff  is  to  make  this  country  independent  of  the 
world,  to  lay  the  foundations  of  its  future  greatness 
on  the  solid  basis  of  its  own  internal  strength,  and, 
from  the  profitable  employment  of  the  labor  of  the 
country,  create  durable  riches.  Keep  firmly  to 
your  purposes  and  the  voice  of  the  Republic  will 
sanction  the  act.  By  such  a  course  of  policy  we 
disconnect  ourselves  from  the  entangling  alliances 
of  Europe,  and  become  what  we  ought  to  be,  a 
nation  truly  American.  These  observations  were 
necessary,  m  answer  to  the  several  gentlemen  who 
have  endeavored  to  prove  the  interest  of  manufac- 
tures adverse  to  agriculture.  But,  with  respect  to 
the  question  immediately  before  the  House,  the  in- 
crease of  the  duty  on  iron,  it  may  be  necessary  to 
advert  to  the  progress  of  the  manufacture  of  that 
precious  metal  in  other  countries. 

In  Russia,  from  whence  we  derive  our  largest 
supply,  when  Peter  the  Great  came  to  the  empire, 
he  tound  the  iron  manufactories  in  the  possession 
of  British  agents,  and  the  trade  almost  wholly  mo- 
nopolized by  Enfflish  merchants.  Indignant  at 
an  usurpation  so  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  his 
empire,  he  descended  into  the  mines;  he  explored 
and  estimated  the  advantages  of  those  inexhausti- 
ble sources  of  wealth ;  he  became  a  practical  work- 
man at  the  fofve-hammer ;  he  appropriated  to  the 
nation  the  wealth  previously  usurped  by  foreigners,* 
and,  in  the  short  space  of  twenty-five  vean,  was 
enaUed,  after  supplying  the  wants  of  tne  nation, 
to  export  to  England  alone,  and  on  account  of 
Russian  merchants,  forty  thousand  tons  of  bar  iron. 
About  this  period.  Great  Britain  had  ceased,  in  a 
measure,  to  make  bar  iron,  and,  from  the  appre- 
hension of  the  destruction  of  the  timber  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  the  iron  works,  by  various  acts  of  Parlia- 
meD^  prohibited  the  making  of  iron  within  twenty 
miles  of  London,  thirty  miles  of  the  Thames,  and 
in  a  number  of  the  counties  throughout  the  xing^ 
dom ;  so  that,  thirty  years  ago,  England  manufac- 
tured not  more  than  eighteen  thousand  tons  of  bar 
iron.  But  when  it  was  discovered  that,  by  a  chem- 
ical preparation,  the  coal  of  her  mines  could  be 
appropnated  to  the  making  of  iron,  her  works  in- 
creased to  that  extent,  that  she  now  is  capable  of 
manufacturing  300,000  tons  annually.  The  his- 
tory of  this  important  manufacture,  as  now  cited, 
anu  the  progress  it  has  made  in  those  countries, 
ouffht  to  be  the  policy  of  this  Government.  The 
value  and  importance  of  the  article  is  too  well  un- 
dentood  to  undertake  to  prove  it ;  sufi&ce  it  to  say, 
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that,  in  a  national  point  of  view,  it  is  essential  to 
cor  independence  and  safety ;  indiridually,  it  is 
indispensable  to  tiie  existence  of  ciyilized  society. 
It  UDW  becomes  necessary  to  show  the  former  and 
present  situation  of  those  manu&ctories  whose  lan- 
guishing condition  threatens  their  total  overthrow; 
also,  that,  with  a  proper  encouragement,  the  works 
already,  erected  are  capable  of  furnishing  a  supply 
for  the  consumption  of  the  countrr. 

In  1810,  according  to  Cox's  taoles,  there  were 
one  hundred  and  forty  furnaces  in  the  United 
Slates;  producing  fifty-three  thousand  fire  hun- 
dred and  foirty  tons  per  annum ;  equal  in  value 

to 93^457,876 

The  number  of  forges,  in  Che  same  year, 
viiias459,  making  27,051  tons  bar  iron, 
eqml  in  vahae  to    -       -       -       -    3,104,697 

Making  a  total  product  of  -       -  86,562,573 

From  the  atateraeat  of  1810  and  the  present 
year,  in  New  Jersey,  it  appears  that  the  quantity 
made  last  year  is  less  than  the  former  by  upwards 
of  two  thousand  tons,  whilst,  at  the  same  time, 
the  increased  capacity,  if  sufficiently  protected 
against  fordffn  competition,  is  capable  oi  produc- 
ing nearly  three  times  the  quantity  produced  in 
1810,  and  it  is  fair  to  presume  the  same  will  be 
the  result  throughout  the  Union.  From  the  most 
acmirate  calculation  made  in  1816^  the  quantity  of 
bar  iron  required  for  the  consumption,  of  the  coun» 
try,  was  little  rising  forty-eifffat  thousand  tons; 
the  capacity  of  the  countij,  if  worked  to  the  best 
advantage,  was  equal  to  forty-five  thousand  tons. 
From  the  depression  of  commerce,  but  little  is  re- 
quired, for  ship-building ;  and,  from  the  depressed 
state  of  manufactures,  and  all  other  kinds  of  busi- 
ness, it  is  presumable  the  quantity  required  for 
consumption,  at  present,  is  short  of  forty  thousand 
tons.  The  quantity  imported  in  1816  was  twenty- 
one  thousand  five  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  in  the 
last  year  nearly  the  same  amount ;  it  is  evident, 
therefore^  the  quantity  imported  is  greater  than  the 

Snantity  produced  in  the  country.  Such,  then,  is 
le  sitnation  of  those  important  establishments  at 
present..  Such  are  the  gloomy  prospects  of  those 
who  are  compelled  to  pursue  a  business,  the  profits 
of  which  are  not  commensurate  with  the  toil  and 
aaxietv:  connected  with  so  laborious  an  avocation. 
But  all  <  the  property  they  possess  consists  in  their 
works,  mountains,  and  minerals.  They  have, 
therefore,  been  under  the  necessitY  of  keeping  so 
nmeh  in. operation  as  to  keep  together  a  few  work- 
men ;  conscious  that  the  inestimable  value  of  those 
establishments,  in  a  national  point  of  view,  would 
eventualljr  receive  that  support,  from  an  enlight- 
exM  Legislature,  as  would  render  them  condu- 
cive to  individual  advantage.  Had  those  useful 
establishments  received  the  early  patronage  of 
Government,  and  not  have  been  suffered  to  go  to 
decay,  it  is  true,  a  protecting  duty,  somediing  less 
than  is  now  comtemplated,  mi^ht  probably  have 
been  sufficient;  but: the  duty  laid  by  the  first  tarifif 
not  only  failed  in  protectioff,  but  hastened  to  ruin 
a  great  portion  of  those  usefol  works.  It  becomes 
necessary,  therefore,  at  the  present,  to  give  stimulus 


and  excitement  sufficient  to  recall  into  operation 
every  establishment  where  iron  can  be  made.  The 
protecting  the  making  of  iron  is  as  necessary  for 
our  national  sa£&ty,  as  the  erection  of  the  fortifica- 
tions along  the  seaboard,  or  the  increase  of  that 
proud  Navy  to  which  we  look  up  with  so  much 
confidence  and  pride. 

And  as  the  labor  necessary  to  produce  the  article 
must  eventually  fix  its  relative  value,  a  home  com- 
petition will,  in  a  short  time,  bring  the  article  to 
the  consumer  at  its  lowest  rate  possible;  and,  in 
place  of  being  dependent  on  foreign  nations  for 
one  of  the  first  necessaries  of  civilized  life,  we  will, 
in  a  short  time,  be  able  to  make  it  a  valuable 
article  of  eiqiort. 

Of  furnaces  we  have  sufficient  to  sqpply  ail  the 
pigs  and  castings  required  for  our  wants,  in  some 
instances^  of  a  quality  superior  in  tenacity  and 
excdlence  to  any  in  the  world.  It  becomes  us, 
then,  as  the  guardians  of  the  nation's  interests 
and  safety,  to  proceed  with  an  unfklteriog  hand, 
and  to  let  the  embarrassing  speculation  of  no  theo- 
rist affect  the  energy  of  our  purposes;  and,  by 
passing  the  present  tariff  entire,  assure  the  jlespond* 
ing  huting  manufacturer  the  strong  aim  of  the 
Qovernment  will  protect  him,  and  that  he  may 
advance  forward  with  a  confidence  of  success. 
Too  long  has  foreign  trade  assumed  a  credit  and 
distinction  which  it  never  was  entitled  to.  It  has* 
misled  the  policy  of  our  Legislatures,  and  turned 
their  attentioa  from  the  solid  strength  and  re* 
sources  of  the  country ;  and,  instead  of  exhibiting 
those  expanding  views  becoming  to  the  legislators 
of  a  great  empire,  they  have,  in  too  many  inatancesy 
drivelled  into  all  the  narrowness  of  counting-4ioiise 
calculators.  How  comes  it  that  commerce  or  for- 
eign trade  should  be. erected  into  a  kind  of  necea* 
sary  fabric,  that  we  must  not  touch  it,  or,  at. least, 
with  cautious,  trembling  delicacy? 

The  advocates  of  commerce  nave  unjustly  rep« 
resented  manufactures  as  unfavorable  to  agrtciu* 
ture  and  foreign  tnude.  This  is  not  the  case.  Maa- 
ufactures  are  the  surest  support  of  agriculture  j 
and  our  commerce  in  future  must  depend  on  the 
antecedmit  ability  of  the  consumer,  and  not  oa  the 
misery  and  convulsed  state  of  European  nations. 
The  profits  of  our  foreign  trade  must  resolve  itself 
into  the  previous  wealth  and  ability  of  the  com^ 
try.  The  merchant  must  be  paid  by  the  tnlaad 
consumer;  his  profits  must  be  derived  from  atn 
antecedent  wealth,  that  exists  independently  of 
himself,  which  wealth  must  depend  op  the  value 
of  the  labor  of  the  country ;  wnich  again  resolvea 
itself  into  the  absolute  valae  of  the  sanplus  product 
of  the  whole  labor  of  the  nation.  1^  therefore, 
the  value  of  the  exportable  surplus  be  reduced  to 
one  half  its  former  value,  the  amount  of  the  whole 
profit  of  the  foreign  trade  must  be  reduced  propor- 
tionably,  as  you  then  direct  the  labor  of  the  country 
to  a  more  profitable  and  extended  employment. 
By  the  extension  and  protection  of  manofactores^ 
you  increase  the  ability  and  capacity  of  the  coun- 
try for  commercial  enterprise.  The  wealth  of 
the  country  consists  in  the.  absolute  value  of  the 
amoun^  and  not  in  the  quantity,  of  its  psodncts. 
If  we  increase  the  amount  of  omr  agncukuzal 
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prodnetidi^  to  an  excess  OTer  what  we  can  dispose 
of  or  consume,  it  wouM  hare  been  better  they  had 
not  been  produced.  The  amount  df  our  imports, 
consequently,  depends  on  the  Value  of  our  exports, 
and  the  extension  of  our  commerce  must  be  regu- 
lated by  (he  capacity  and  wealth  of  the  consumer ; 
for  It  must  be  recollected  that  the  price  of  the  im- 
ported article  embraces  in  it  not  oply  the  profit  of 
the  merchant  importer,  but  that  of  the  different 
capitalists  engagea  in  manufactiariag  the  article  in 
foreign  countries:  the  profit. of  the  foreign  capi- 
talist eventually  resolves  itself  into  the  wealth  of 
the  consumer  in  this  country.  And  should  foreij^n 
trade  be  anmhilated,  this  wealth  would  remain  m 
the  country,  and  be  transferred  to  another  purpose. 

The  loss  of  our  foreign  trade,  to  which  some 
look  with  fearful  apprehension3,  whilst  it  annihil- 
ates the  exportation  of  our  surplus  produce,  anni- 
hilates, at  the  same  time,  the  foreign  article  of 
luxurious  accommodation.  If  the  want  of  a  profit 
on  our  export  trade  is  to  be  accounted  loss  to  the 
country,  the  reserving  that  -profit  which  we  paid 
away  to  foreign  capitalists  and  mamifactiirers 
most  be  calculated  a  great  gain  to  the  eoantry ; 
the  one '  balances  the  other,  and  there  is  no  loss. . 
The  pirofits  on  one- article  ot  exports,  which  here- 
tofore went  to  support  the  merchant,  mannfaetQ- 
Ter,  andfcxreign  capitalist,  in  those  countries,  firom 
which  twc  exports  are  at  present  excluded,)  are 
xeserred  at  home,  and  we  have  but  to  remove  the 
manufacturer  to  our  own  comitry,  and  the  whole 
profit  is  divided  between  the  manufacturer,  agvi- 
eultarist,  and  iaknd  consumer;  it  exists  in  the 
couftfry ;  it|;ives  to  national  industvyan  increas- 
ed effiaieney,  and  is  a  greater  source  of  wealth 
and  affluence  than  before.  Does  a  nation  beeone 
poorer 'b)r  the  loss  of  hs  foreign  trade?  It  deposds 
on  the  cause  to  which  that  loss  is  lo  he  attrimited. 
If  it  is  destroyed  by  a  voluntary  change  in  the  de- 
mand of  our  home  consumption*  from  articles -of 
foreign  to  articlea  of  home  Banufactare,  the  nation 
has  not  beoome  poorer. 

We  'lose  the  foi^gn  luxury  for  artioles  move 
adapted  to  our  wantsand  interests;  the  nation  has 
become  richer ;  it  has  increased  its. resources  mod 
enjoyflaenCs ;  it  has  directed  the  laber  of  the  coun- 
try to  articies  of  usefhlness,  and  emfaraees  the 
power  of  maintaining  a  greater  portion  of  labor 
than  before:  and  it  b  from  labor  issues  imperishii- 
ble  riches,  pure  enjo]rtDefi|s,  good  morfils,  social 
prosperity,  and  Individual  happiness.  Too  long 
nave  we  extended  our  views  beyond  the  horizon  of 
our  own  doontry  for  our  filture  prosperity  and 
fatness.  For  national  wealth,  we  must  call 
mto  operation  the  dormant  resources  of  the  fossil, 
mineral,  and  vegetable  kingdoms.  For  defence 
and  safety  we  must  depend  on  the  hard-fisted  yeo- 
manry, mechanics,  and  manufacturers  of  the  coun- 
try. For  our  weapons  of  war,  to  the  rich  iron 
mines  universally  extended  over  thb  wide-spread 
continent.  Is  the  proud  enloyment  of  safety  and 
independence  to  be  balancedf  by  dollars  aAd  cents  ? 
I  cannot  listen  With  patience  lor  a  moment  to  this 
mercantile  jper  cent,  calculation.  We  have  the 
^wer,  and  It  becomes  the  policy  and  duty  of  this 
House  to  save  from  the  cruel  ignominy  of  disgrace 


and'  pdrvertv  thonsaiyds  of  meritorious  individnals. 
How  cold-blooded  the  heart  that  can  behold  im- 
moved  the  distressing  scenes  that  every  mom^t 
and  from  every  direction,  press  u'pon  the  view,  and 
can,  with  unfeeling  hardihood,  reject  the  suppli- 
eatioiis,.and  refuse  to  listen  to  ,the  reasoning,  of 
those  numerous  petitioners  that  call  for  protection 
and  support!  Away  with  this  merciless  spirit; 
let  it  be  banished  to  the  cheerless,  grovelling  bo- 
som of  the  commercial  foreign  calculator.  It  be- 
comes us  to  elevate  our  views  in  -proportion  to  the 
vastness  df  oor  territory ;  to  caloulbte  the  .-sum  of 
our  enjoyments  from  the  variety  of  our  climates^ 
and  tlie  grandeur  of  oor  fotore  destiny  from  ithe 
mi^estic  conformation  of  our  empire,  to  the  justice 
and  wisdom  of  our  institutions  for  the  preservfition 
of  our  freedom,  and  to  the  God  of  Heaven  for  a 
continuance  or  our  union  and  happiness.  I  will 
not  be  led  further  into  debate,  but  vote  decidc^y 
against  striking  out  this  important  item  of  the  bill. 

The  motion  to  recommit  was  negatived  by  yeos 
and  nays — For  the  recommitment  70,  against  it 
90,  as  follows : 

T^AS-^Mesnrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Anderson,  Ball, 
Bsrboor,  Bayly,  Brevard,  Brysn,  Burwell,  Butler  of 
New  Hssapihire,  Cannon,  Clagett,  Cobb,  Codie, 
C^ftf,  Crawford,  Colpeper,  Citsraaan,  Cathbert,  IM- 
dy,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Floyd,  Foot,  FoRsr, 
•Follsrton>  Gtmett,  fiaU  of  Nofth  Carolina,  Hasaid, 
HiH,  Holmes,  Johnson,  Joacs  of  Virginia,  lonss  of 
Teni»ass#e«  Kent,  (Ktnaley,  Lowndes  McCoy,  Mo- 
•Creary,  Mercer,  Morton,  Netle,  Nelson  of  Massadm- 
Mlts,  Nelson  af  Virghiia,  Oventreet,  Parker  of  Vir- 
ginia, Pincknay;  PtusMr,  Rankin,  Raed,  Rhea,  Rich- 
•arda,  Ringf old,  •Robertaon,  Bampaon«  Silabec,  Birakins, 
•Bloeomb,  B.  Bmitb  of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North  Coro- 
lioa,  Bwcaringen,  Terrell,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker 
of  South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Upbam,  Walker,  Warfield, 
Whitman,  WUJiams  of  Virginia,  WiUiams  of  North 
Carolini. 

•NATS^-Mesars.  Adams,  Allen  af  New  York.  Archer 
of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virgioia,  Baker,  Baldwin, 
Batemaa,  Beecher,  BJoqmfield,  Boden,  Brown,  Bru^h, 
Burton,  Csmpbeil,  Case,  Clark,  Cook,  Barlingtoo, 
Daviflson,  DennisoD,  Bewitt,  Dickinson,  Edwards 
of  Connecticut,  Brvio,  Fi^,  Fisher,  Folger,  Ford,  For- 
rest, Gross  of  New  York,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania, 
Goyon,  HackU^,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  BelaP 
ware,  Hardin,  Hemphill,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hibdh- 
man,  Heister,  Hostetter,  Kendall,  Kiuaey,  Little, 
Linn,  Lyman,  Maday,  McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean 
of  Ksntnckj,  Marchand,  Maaon,  Meigs,  Metcalf;  R* 
Moore,  8.  Moore,  Mooeil,  Moeelay,  Murray,  Newton, 
Parker  of  Mamscbusetu,  PsUerson,  Philson,  Piuber, 
Rich,  Richmond,  Rogers,  Ross,  Rups,  Sergeant,  Settle 
Shaw,  Sloan,  Smith  of  .New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maqr- 
land,  SoBthard,  Ste^rans,  Storm,  Street,  Strong  of 
New  York,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Tomlinaon,  Tompkins 
Tracy,  Trimble,  Van  Rensselaer*  Wallace,  Wendo- 
▼er,  and  Wood. 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connectient,  then  moved  that  the 
bill  be  postponed  mittl  the  first  day  of  the  next 
session,  and  followed  his  motion  by  some  general 
remarks  against  the  bill. 

The  question  on  postponing  the  bill  was  decided 
in  the  negative,  by  yeas  and  nays — For  the  post- 
ponement 78,  against  it  90,  as  follows : 
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YsAt — Mean*  Abbot,  Alexaoder,  Andenoiit  Archer 
of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Ball,  Barbour,  Baj- 
ly,  Brevard,  Bryan,  Burton,  Burwell,  Butler  of  New 
Hampshire,  Butler  of  La.,  Cannon,  Clagett,  Cobb, 
Cocke,  Crafla,  Crawford,  Culbreth,  Culpeper,  Cuah- 
jnan,  Cuthbert,  Davidion,  Edwardi  of  North  Carolina, 
Fay,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Foot,  Fuller,  Gamett,  Hall  of  N. 
Carolina,  Hardin,  Hill,  Holmes^  Hooka,  Johnson, 
Jones  of  Virginia,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kent,  Liver- 
more,  Lowndes,  McCoj,  McCreair,  Mallary,  Mercer, 
Neale,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Nelson  of  Virginia, 
Overstreet,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Finckney,  PInmer, 
Rankin,  Reed,  Rhea,  Richards,  Ringgold,  Robertson, 
Settle,  Silsbee,  Simkins,  Slocumb,  B.  Smith  of  Vir^ 
ginia,  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Strong  of  Vermont, 
Swearingen,  Terrell,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of 
South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Upham,  Walker,  Warfield, 
Whitman,  WUUams  of  Virginia,  and  WiUiama  of  N. 
Carolina. 

Nats— Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  New  York, 
Baker,  Baldwin,  Bateman,  Beecher,  Bloomfield, 
Boden,  Brown,  Brush,  Campbell,  Case,  Clark,  Cook, 
Darlington,  Dennison,  Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Eddy, 
Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  Penn^lTsnia, 
Errin,  Folger,  Ford,  Forrest,  Fullerton,  Gross  of 
New  York,  Gross  of  PennsyWania,  Gnyon,  Hack- 
ley,  Hall  of  Delaware,  Haiard,  Hemphill,  Hen- 
dricks, Herrick,  Hibshman,  Heister,  Hoetetter,  Ken- 
dall, Klnsey,  Kinsley,  Little,  Linn,  L^man,  Maelay, 
McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mar- 
chand.  Mason,  Meigs,  Metealf,  R.  Moore,  S.  Moore, 
MooeU,  Morton,  Moseiey,  Murray,  Newton,  Piarker  of 
Massachusetts,  Patterson,  Phalson,  Pitcher,  Rich,  Rieh- 
mond,  Rogers,  Ross,  Ruas,  Sampson,  Sawyer,  Ser> 
geant,  Shaw,  Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  SnUth  of 
Maryland*  Southard,  StaTens,  Storrs,  Street,  Staong 
of  New  York,  Tair,  Taylor,  Tomlinson,  Tompkins^ 
Tracy,  Trimble,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Wendover, 
and  Wood. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  Shall  the  bill 
pass?  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — ^yea9  91, 
nays  78,  as  follows : 

YsAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  New  York,  Baker, 
Baldwin,  Bateman,  Beecher,  BloomiSeld,  Boden, 
Brown,  Brush,  Campbell,  Case^  Clark,  Cook,  Dar- 
lington, Dennison,  Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Dowse.  Eddy, 
Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  PennsyWsnia, 
Ervin,  Fay,  Folger,  Ford,  Forrest,  Gross  of  New 
York,  Gross  of  PennsyWania,  Guyon,  Hackley,  Hall 
of  New  York,  Hall  of  Delaware,  Hazard,  Hemphill, 
Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hibshman,  Heister,  Hostetter, 
Kendall,  Kinsey,  Kinsley,  Little,  Linn,  Maelay,  Mc- 
Lane of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Marchand, 
Mason,  Meigs,  Metealf,  R.  Moore,  8.  Moore,  Monell, 
Morton,  Moseiey,  Murray,  Newton,  Parker  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Patterson,  Philson,  Pitcher,  Rich,  Richmond, 
Rogers,  Ross,  Russ,  Sampson,  Sawyer,  Sergeant, 
Shaw,  Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Mary- 
land, Southard,  Sterens,  Storrs,  Street,  Strong  of  New 
Turk,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Tomlinson,  Tompkins,  Tracy, 
Trimble^  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Wendover,  and 
Wood. 

Natb — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Anderson,  Ar- 
cher of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Ball,  Barbour, 
Bayly,  Brevard,  Bryan,  Burton,  Burwell,  Butler  of 
New  Hampshire,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Cannon,  Clag- 
ett,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Crafts,  Crawford,  Culbreth,  Cd- 
peper,  Cuahman,  Cuthbert,  Davidson,  Edwards  of 
North  Carolina,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Foot,  Fuller,  Fuller- 


ton,  Garnett,  HaU  of  North  Carollns^  Hardin,  BUI, 
Holmes,  Hooks,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Virgima,  Jonea 
of  Tennessee,  Kent,  Livermore,  Lowndes,  McCoy, 
McCreary,  Mallary,  Mercer,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Nelson  of  Virginia,  Overstreet,  Parker  of  Vir- 
ginia, Finckney,  Plumer,  Rankin,  Reed,  Rhea,  Rich- 
arda,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Settle,  ^lAet^  Simkins, 
Slocumb,  B.  Sitnith  of  Virginia,  Smidi  of^orth  Can^ 
line.  Strong  of  Vermont,  Swearingen,  Terrell,  Tocher 
of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Upham, 
Walker,  Warfield,  Whitman,  WiUiaisa  of  Virgin, 
and  Williama  of  North  Carolina. 

So  the  bill  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate 
for  concurrence. 

Mr.  Rich  made  a  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  die  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the 
District  Bank  bill  was  this  morning  agreed  to ; 
but  before  the  question  was  taken,  a  motion  was 
made  to  adjourn ;  and,  about  5  o'clock,  the  Hotise 
adjourned. 


MoNUAT,  May  1. 

Mr.  DiCKiMSOR  presented  a  petition  of  sondry 
mercbaniB  and  traders  residing  in  raiioiis  places 
in  the  interior  of  the  State  of  New  Yon.  and 
other  States,  assembled  in  the  city  of  New  Vork, 
praying  that  a  duty,  not  exceeding  ten  per  centum, 
may  be  imposed  on  all  sales  at  auction ;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to 
which  is  committed  the  bill  laying  duties  on  sales 
of  merchaadise  at  auction  in  certain  cases. — Re- 
ferred. 

Mr.  SiiiEBT,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions 
and  Rerolutionaiy  Claims,  to  which  was  rderred 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Ebenezer  Stevens  and  Austin  L.  Smn^ 
legal  representatiyes  of  Richardson  Sands,  de- 
cttsed,  and  others,"  reported  the  same  without 
amendment,  and  it  was  committed  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  SiLBBEB,  from  the  Committee  on  Narai 
Afiairs,  reported  a  bill  to  prevent  the  commanders 
and  other  officers  in  the  naval  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  from  accepting  of  any  pvesent  or  emol- 
utnent,  of  any  kind  whaterer,  from  any  King, 
Prince,  or  foreign  State,  and  for  other  purposes ; 
which  was  read  twice,  amended  at  the  Clerk's 
table,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a 
third  time  to-morrow. 

BOARD  OF  NAVT  C0MMIS8I0NER& 

Mr.  Silsbee,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Afiairs,  who  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  so  modifyinc^  the  act  establishing  a 
board  of  Commissioners  of  the  Navy,  as  to  make 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  for  the  time  being,  the 
presiding  officer  of  that  board ;  and  also  of  so  limiting 
the  tenor  of  the  commissions  of  the  members  there- 
of, as  to  secure  the  accumulating  experience  and 
talents  of  our  naval  commanders  in  that  depart- 
ment, by  a  periodical  rotation  in  office,  made  a 
report  thereon,  stating  that  it  is  inexpedient  ar  (his 
time  to  make  any  modification  of  the  act  under 
which  the  said  lK>ard  of  Commissioners  is  estab- 
lished ;  which  report  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie- 
on  the  table. — The  report  is  as  follows : 
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The  Committee  on  NaT&t  AflTair*  have,  according  to 
order,  had  under  consideration  a  retotution  directing 
an  inqntry  *^  into  the  expediency  of  lo  modifying  the 
act  establishing   a  board  of  Commissioners  of  the 
Na^y,  as  to  make  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  for 
the  time  being,   the  presiding  officer  of  that  board ; 
and  aJso  of  so  limiting  tlw  tenor  of  the  oommis* 
siotts  of  the  members  thereof  as  to  seoore  the  ae- 
comoJating  experience  and  talents  of  our  naval  com- 
manders in  that  department,  h^  a  periodicaal  rotation 
in  office ;"  and  aubmit  the  following  report :  The  act, 
entitled  ''An  act  to  alter  and  amend  the  seToral  sets 
for  establishing  a  Navy  ]>epartment,  by  adding  thereto 
a  Board  of  Commissioners/'  provides  that  the  board 
«>  constituted  shall  be  attached  to  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and,  under  his  superintendence, 
shall  diacharge  all  the  duties  therein  specified;  and 
that  the  record  of  their  proceedings  shall  at  all  times 
be  subject  to  his  inspection. 

As  it  would  be  often  inconvenient,  and  sometimes 
impracticable,  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  meet 
the  Board  of  Commissioners,  as  their  presiding  officer, 
withont  neglecting  other  and  more  important  duties, 
and  as  the  Secretary  is,  by  the  aforesaid  act,  already 
vested  with  a  supervising  and  controlling  power  of  the 
acts  and  proceedings  of  the  B'oard  of  Commissioners, 
the  committee  do  not  perceive  the  necessity  of  such  a 
modification  of  the  saiid  act  as  b  contemplated  by  the 
first  inqoiry  directed  by  the  resolution,  or  that  the 
public  service  would  bo  benefited  theeeby. . 

The  committee  are  tho  more  disposed  to  this  opin- 
ion from  the  consideration  that  the  Itmita  of  juriMlio- 
tion  between  the  Secretary  and  Uie  B^ard  seem  to  be 
perfect^  nndeistood  by  each,  and  that  no  confiicting 
claims  exist  between  them  on  this  subject. 

The  committee  are  not  advised  whether  the  resolu- 
tion contemplates  the  Secretary  to  be  a  constituent 
part  of  the  board,  and  at  the  same  time  possessed  of 
the  control  snd  superintendence  of  its  proceedings,  or 
merely  the  presiding  officer,  with  a  casting  vote.  In 
ihe  latter  case,  the  benefit  to  be  derived  from  the  su- 
perintendence of  one  officer  over  others,  under  distinct 
responsibilities,  as  well  as  the  circomspection  naturally 
resulting  from  such  responsibility,  would  be  entirely 
lost.  In  the  former  case  tho  Commissioners  would  be 
little  more  than  advisoiy,  and,  in  that  proportion,  be- 
reft of  responsibiltty. 

In  relation  to'  the  second  inquiry  directed  by  the 
resolution,  vix : ''  of  so  limiting  the  tenor  of  the  commis- 
sions of  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners,  as 
to  secure  the  accumulating  experience  and  talents  of  our 
naval  commanders  in  that  department,  by  a  periodical 
rotation  in  office,"  thooommitteift-beg  leaive  to  remark, 
that  tho  dtttiea  of  the  Comminiononi  ofthe  Navy  Board 
are  not  merely  such  as  appettcin  tosi  mere  naval  officer, 
but  extend  to  other  and  infiortant  anljects,  with  wihich 
such  officers  cannot  be  supposed  lo  be  fspniUarly  ac* 
qnainted ;  tlioy  relate  not  only  to  the  contracting  for, 
and  procurement  of,  all  articles  necessary  for  the  ar- 
mamenty  equipment,  and  provisioning  of  the  public 
ships,  but  also  to  the  constructing  and  repairing  of 
those  ships,  to  e&ctuate  which  objects,  in  tne  cheap- 
est and  best  manner,  requires  a  full  knowledge,  not 
only  of  the  places  at  which  materials  and  every  thing 
needful  for  these  purposes  can  most  advantageously 
be  procured,  but  also  with  persons  in  different  sections 
ofthe  country  with  whom  they  can,  with  the  greatest 
retianee,  make  their  contracts.    The  investigation  of 
the  oommiltee  has  led  them  to  the  conclusion,  that  too 


much  time  has  not  yet  been  allowed  to  the  present 
Commissioners,  to  obtain  that  intelligence  and  expe* 
rience  which  is  desirable  to  the  most  advantageous  dis-^ 
charge  of  these  duties,  and  to  perfect  such  a  system  in 
their  department,  as  will  unfold  to  their  successors  all 
the  advantages  of  their  labors  which,  in  the  estimation 
of  the  committee,  have  been  such  as  are  honorable  to- 
themselves,  and  highly  beneficial  .to  the  public  in* 
terest. 

The  committee  would  only  add,  that  a  periodical 
rotation  in  office,  from  a  given  number,  would  pre-^ 
elude  choice.  Such  a  rotation,  instead  of  **  securing 
the  accumulating  experience  and  talents  of  our  naval 
commanders,"  might  possibly  endanger  the  board  with 
qualifications  opposite  from  those  intended. 

Under  these  impressions,  the  committee  are  of  opin- 
ion that,  although  occasional  changes  in  the  Board  of 
Commissioners  may,  and  probably  would,  be  prodoc* 
tive  of  public  benefit,  yet  that  these  changes  may  with 
safety  be  left  to  the  discretfon  of  the  Executive ;  aiid 
therefore  that  it  is  inexpedient  at  this  time  to  make 
any  modification  of  the  act  under  whidi  the  said  Board 
of  Commissionen  is  established. 

ADJOURNMENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Robertson,  that 
the  committee  to  which  is  referred  the  resolution 
from  the  Senate,  fixing  a  period  for  the  termina- 
tion of  the  present  session  of  Congress,  be  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  theieof; 
and,  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  said 
resolution,  when  Mr.  Robertson  moved  to  amend 
the  same,  by  striking  out  "  24th  day  of  April  next," 
and  inserting  "  8th  of  May,  instant.'* 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  insert  "16th 
of  May,  instant,"  instead  of  the  time  proposed  to 
be  stricken  out. 

Mr.  Taylor  then  moved  that  the  resolution  lie 
on  the  table ;  which  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Little  then  moved  to  postpone  the  isola- 
tion until  Monday  next;  when 

Mr.  Trimble  mored  that  it  lie  on  the  table; 
which  motion  was  negatived  by  yeas  and  navs^- 
76  votes  to  75. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Little,  that  the  resolution  be  postponed  until 
Monday  next,  and  decided  in  the  negative  bvyeas 
and  najrs — 98  voles  to  60. 

Mr.  fitALDWiN  then  moved  that  the  resolution  be 
recommitted  to  the  select  committee,  who  have 
been  this  day  discharged  from  its  further  consider- 
ation. 

Upon  this  motion,  and  those  which  preceded  it, 
there  was  a  great  deal  of  debate  on  the  points ; 
first,  whether  the  business  necessary  to  be  done 
could  be  transacted  by  Monday  next ;  and,  second- 
ly^ whether  the  fixing  a  day  for  the  adjournment 
of  Congress  would  have  a  tendency  to  accelerate 
the  progress  of  public  business.  The  latter  point 
was  generally  conceded,  but  the  discussion  ended 
in  the  motion  being  postponed  to  Wednesday,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Holmes,  on  the  ground  that,  m  the 
mean  time,  such  information  might  be  in  posses- 
sion of  members  as  would  enable  them  to  decide 
more  understandlngly  on  the  day  at  which  it  would 
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be  practicable,  with  a  due  regard  to  the  public  in- 
terest, to  adjourn. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  John 
H.  Piatt  was  called  up ;  but  on  the  question  the 
House  refused,  by  a  small  maiority,  now  to  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  the  bill. 

DISTRICT  BANKB. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  unfinished 
business.  The  first  subject  in  order  was  a  motion, 
made  on  Saturday  last,  to  reconsider  the  vote 
whereby  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  Dis- 
trict bank  bill  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Mercer  supported,  at  considerable  length, 
the  motion  for  reconsideration.  In  the  course  of 
his  speech,  though  he  admitted  there  was  some 
difference  of  opmion  among  those  interested  on 
the  subject  of  the  tell  which  passed  this  House,  it 
was,  he  contended,  such  a  dinerence  of  opinion  as 
would  exist  in  reg[ard  to  any  leeislatioA  which 
might  be  proposed  in  regard  to  these  banks,  and 
was  not  such  as  to  outweigh  the  considerations  in 
favor  of  the  bill,  &c.  He  examined,  in  detail,  the 
state  of  the  banks,  and  showed  it  to  be  such  as, 
.compared  with  .that  of  banks  in  other  parts  of  the 
Union,  was  highlv  favorable  to  them  He  was  of 
jopuuon,  on  the  wnole,  that  the  question  respecting 
$eae  banks  had  better  be  decided  now  than  post- 
poned to  the  next  session,  which  would  be  the  ef- 
l^ct  of  finally  accepting  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate. 

The  motion  for  reconsideration  was  opposed  by 
Messrs.  MoCoY  ^nd  Soutbard,  on  the  ground  that 
the  bill,  as  amended  by  the  Senate,  afforded,  on 
the  one  hand,  every  induiffence  the  banks  ha!d  a 
rijght  to  expect,  and  on  t^e  other  would,  if  the 
)»nks  wece  to  be  further  renewed,  allow  of  time  to 
devise  a  system  for  that  purpose,  which  should  be 
.g^eiEBlly  satisfactory  to  the  stockholders. 

The  question  for  reconsideration  was  decided  in 
the  negative— 63  to  54.  The  question  is,  there- 
fore, settled  in  both  Houses  of  Congress;  and  the 
Ull,  as  it  has  passed,  and  requires  only  the  aigna- 
.tureof  the  President  to  become  a  law,  is  in  the 
shape  in  which  it  was  put  by  the  Senate. 

CASH  DUTIES  ON  IMPORTS. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whdie,  on  the  bill  for  regulat- 
ing the  mode  of  collecting  duties  on  imports,  and 
.  for  other  purposes. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  the  first  section  of  the 
bill  being  under  consideration,  the  undernamed 
gentlemen  delivered  their  sentiments  for  and 
a^lnst  the  principle  of  the  bill,  viz : 

For  the  hiU — ^Messrs.  McLean,  of  Elentucky, 

fALDWiN,  and  Clay.  Agadnst  the  htil--Meisx», 
tfiTB,  of  Maryland,  Settu:>  Burton,  Sii^icinb, 
IIhea,  and  HAaniN. 

Mr.  Burton,  of  North  Carolina,  spoke  as  fol- 
lows: 

Mr.  Chairman,  as  this  may  be  viewed  as  a  part 
of  that  general  system  of  measures  on  which  there 
has  been  so  muen  discussion,  perhaps  an  attempt 
to  address  you  may  be  considered  an  unnecessary 
.consumption  of  your  time;  for  I  freely  confess 


that  neither  my  habits  or  pursuits  in  life,  oi  the 
local  situation  of  that  part  of  the  Union  which  1 
have  the  honor  to  rc^esent,  have  ever  led  me  to  a 
critical  examination  of  commercial  subjects.  We 
are  mostly  an  agricultural  people,  content  to  live 
of|on  the  product  of  the  soil.  But,  sUf  I  most  coa- 
soientiousLy  believe  that  we  have  arrived  at  that 
eventful  period  of  our  history  when  the  destiny  of 
diis  great  nation  is  to  be  fixed;  and  thisRcpuUic, 
which  has  hitherto  been  the  pnde  of  the  Amezacan, 
and  the  admiration  of  the  civiiized  world,  is  to  be 
shaken  to  its  centre.  Whether  it  will  survive  the 
shock,  time  alone  can  determine.  Cou\d  1,  by  any 
feeble  effort  on  my  part,  throw  but  a  dust  in  the 
scale  to  save  my  country,  it  is  all  to  which  my 
I  humble  talents  aspire. 

What  is  the  momentous  question  now  presented 
to  the  nation  ?  It  is  nothing  more  nor  less  than 
that  we  should  change  that  order  of  things  under 
which  the  most  of  us  have  been  raised,  and  for 
which  we  feel  a  parental  attachnient;  and^  like 
other  redoubtable  knights,  famed  in  story,  go  in 
quest  of  new  adventures.  And  I  beg  gentlemen 
to  remember  that  we,  too,  mav  come  m  contact 
with  windmills.  Do  we  not  know  that,  in  all 
material  changes,  in  any  system  of  government, 
we  have  contuiually  to  contend  with  the  preju- 
dices of  the  people ;  for  such  is  the  humsA  mind, 
what  at  first  may  be  viewed  almoat  with  indiffer- 
ence, in  process  of  -time  becomes  a  beaten  track, 
from  which  we  are  driven  with  the  greatest  diffi- 
coltv.  I  will  ask,  what  has  been  the  character  of 
the  leading  measures  of  the.present  session?  Have 
they  not  been  calculated  to  rouse  local  feelings  and 
jealousies?  Are  gendemen  determined  to  persist 
in  this  course  afc  the  risk  of  all  consequences  1  Are 
they  apprized,  that,  at  every  step  of  this  mode  of 
legislation,  we  are  weakening  the  bonds  by  which 
we  are  united?  For,  let  the  Crovernment  once 
lose  the  affections  of  the  people,  and  there  is  an 
end  of  its  existence.  Has  not  this  rock,  so  well 
calculated  to  destroy  our  political  ark.  been  dis- 
tinctly  pointed  out  by  that  able  j^ot,  the  Father 
of  his  Country  ?  And  if  his  warnuig  voice  cannot 
change  your  course,  could  I  speak  with  the  sound 
of  an  angel's  trumpet  it  would  be  in  vain.  I  am 
afraid,  sir,  we  have  too.nmch  of  that  restless  spirit 
Inherent  in  man,  ihe  common  lot  of  frail  humani- 
ty^ and,  like  the  ancient  Jews,  that  favored  nation 
of'^H^ven.  not  content  even  with  a  theocracy,  but 
led  astray  by  the.exaoftpleof  the  idolatnoos  nations 
by  which  the|r  were  annnundfid.  they,  too,  amst 
have  a  King*— we,  -  who  have  niiherto  spamed, 
with  disdain,  the  Qovenuncasts  and 


of  the 

Old  World,  as  tmfit  for  the  freehom  sons  oif  Ama- 
iea,  are  now  about  to  adoj)t  that  part  of  thdr  sys- 
tem which,  in  my  poor  judgment,  wiil  sap  the 
foundation  of  our  present  nappy  institutions. 

We  are  told  that  France  and  England  protect 
and  encourage  manufactories,  and  that  we  must 
become  manufacturers  as  the  road  to  wealth  aad 
independence.  Have  gentlemen  been  suffideotly 
attentive  to  passing  events,  to  be  serious  in  giving 
this  ad  V ice  ?  The  honorable  gentleman  torn  Del- 
aware has  told  ns  that  the  causes  of  the  present 
dUUessed  situatioii  of  JBngland  had  originated  in 
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the  numerous  wars  in  finropei  in  whidl  abe  had 
taken  such  a  conspicuous  part.  With  great  cheer- 
fulness I  bestow  my  pittance  of  applause  on  the 
learning  and  ingenuity  of  that  honorable  geoUo- 
man ;  but,  knowwg  the  fallibility  of  the  human 
understanding,  and  that  the  most  learned  men 
have  erred,  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  this  is  one 
of  those  few  cases  in  which  that  gentleman's  judg- 
ment has  failed  him. 

It  was  only  necessary  for  him  to  have  gone  a 
step  further  to  have  oiscovered  that  these  wars 
had  grown  out  of  a  system  of  measures  pursued 
by  the  individual,  who  then  ruled  the  destmies  of 
France^  to  exclude  from  the  continent  of  Eurqpe 
the  manufactures  of  Great  Britain.  So  that,  turn 
the  subject  as  you  will,  we  still  have  presented  to 
our  view  this  all-devouring  monster,  which,  like 
Aaron's  rod,  is  about  to  swallow  up  every  other 
interest  in  the  community. 

What,  then,  is  the  situation  of  England,  with 
all  her  protecting  duties,  premiums,  &c.  7  It  is 
(rue  there  are  individuals  who  have  ao^assed  great 
wealth  'y  but  it  is  equally  true  that  the  larger  pro- 
portion of  the  people  wno,  it  is  contended,  are  to 
De  benefited  by  manufactories,  are  Around  in  the 
dust.  Are  not  our  newspapers  filled  with  assassi- 
nations and  conspiracies  to  destroy  those  Govern- 
ments which  are  giving  their  sukjects  all  the  bles- 
sings of  immense  manufacturing  establishmeQts  ? 

It  has  b^n  stated  bv  the  homtfable  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  (Nu.  Balowin,)  who  has  cer- 
tainly ffiveu  us  an  excellent  speeiipen  of  that 
talent,  the  making  the  most  of  a  bad  (sause*  and 
to  which,  I  have  90  doubt,  he  is  in  some  smen  de- 
gree indebted  for  that  professional  reputatiou  to 
which  I  believe  him  justly  entitled,  that  c4H3[vnerGe, 
agriculture,  and  manulaQtuces  w^re  at  thar  fewest 
ebb,  and  that  this  was  an  evidence  of  the  roU^* 
ness  of  our  present  systefu;  and  froni  which  it 
would  seem  that  he  inierred  that  the  only  way  to 
retrieve  om*  situation  is  by  the  establishment  of 
manufactories.  To  say  nothuig  of  the  injusitice 
of  that  system  which  should  sacrifice  the  interest 
of  the  reudue  of  the  community  for  the  benefit  of 
any  particubur  class,  I  will  ask,  what  is  the  i^tua* 
tion  of  those  nations  who  have  turned  their  atten* 
tion  to  those  mines  of  wealth---manufacturing  es- 
tablishments? Are  they  in  a  better  sitiiation  than 
we  are?  Are  jiot  their  subjects  goaded  and  driren 
to  desperation?  Are  (hey  not  ready  to  turn  upon 
those  who,  gentlemen  would  indiice  us  to  believe, 
had  been  tl^  greatest  benefactors,  by  b<IBtowiflg 
upon  them  these  great  blessuigs,  this  source  of 
wealth  and  happiness  to  a  nation-^qiaaufactorips  ? 
Can  we  not,  then,  find  sofne  other  cause  for  o^r 
embarrassment,  independent  of  the  system  of  cev- 
enue  whic)i  has  been  adopted  by  the  Go?enime0t  ? 
May  it  not  be  fairly  ascritiable  to  that  sreat  revolu- 
tion whidb.  hadconvulsed  thenpitionsof  Eurppe»and 
more  or  less  had  its  effect  on  every  nation  through- 
out Christendom,  which  had  tmown  from  (heir 
channel  all  the  ordinary  pursuits  of  life ;  and  since 
the  happening  of  which  event,  they  have  not  agtin 
had  time  to  seek  their  pro^  level  ?  For  this  uix- 
natucal  state  of  things^  (if  it  mav  be  so  called,)  we 
have  1^  0umy  remedies  pceserioedr-^themost  con- 


spicuous of  which  was  (he  banking  system,  which, 
like  a  fairy  dream,  was  to  build  splendid  cities, 
without  capital,  and  we  were  to  live  in  the  most 
sumptuous  manner,  without  labor  and  without  ex- 
ertion. What  has  been  the  result?  Keed  I  state 
to  this  honorable  body,  when  we  have  been  as- 
sailed with  a  general  cry  for  a  bankrupt  law,  from 
Boston  to  New  Orleans,  and  there  is  a  imiveroal 
complaint  of  ihe  greatest  distress  from  Maine  to 
Lomsiana? 

And  what  security  have  we  that  this  new  scheme 
of  wealth  and  independence  may  not  psove  equally 
fallacious?  Is  this  the  time  lor  trying  expen- 
ments  ?  I  have  always  understood  that  when  an 
individual  was  hard  pressed  in  his  circumstances, 
that  nothing  but  economy  and  industry  would  save 
him :  and  will  not  (he  same  rules  which  are  appli- 
cable to  the  proper  management  of  the  afiairs  of 
an  individual,  apply  with  equal  justice  to  the  af- 
iJEurs  of  a  Grovemment  ? 

If,  like  many  new  btf  inners,  we  have  lived  be- 
yond OUT  income,  should  we  not  curtail  our  expen- 
diture, and  live  within  our  means?  No  prudent 
man  would  think  of  trying  experiments  until  he 
had  spare  capital ;  and  I  hope  tnis  nation  will  not 
depart  from  a  rule  founded  in  so  much  good  sense. 
It  was  my  indention  to  have  gone  more  at  l^igth 
into  an  examination  of  this  sidnect;  but,  sir,  as 
any  thing  I  could  say  might  only  nave  a  tendeacv 
to  obscure  those  lummous  views  of  the  subject  al- 
ready taken  by  the  honorable  ffeatlemeD  from  Vir- 
ginia.and  South  Carolina,  I  torbear  to  make  any 
additional  remark,  except  to  answer  an  argument 
used  in  (he  course  of  the  debate,  which  Eueis  not 
been  noticed  by  any  other  per$on :  that  is,  that 
this  protection  to  manufactures  might  be  consid- 
ered in  the  nature  pf  a  volimtary  tax,  at  the  option 
of  pur  citizens  to  pay  or  not.  To  which  I  will 
reply,  that,  during  tae  French  Hevolution,  it  was 
r^ocpimended  to  that  nati^i^  to  have  but  one  tax, 
and  that,  top,  should  be  entirely  voluntary — that 
isy  a  tax  Mpoo  breathiag.  Now,  sir,  although  a 
UMmber  of  these  articles  might  have  heen  luxuries'" 
in  the  first  in^Uinoe,  to  wit:  tea^  ^^^^'j  coffee, 
molasses,  dtc,  yet,  from  long  habit,  (if  I  may  be 
pardoAca  the  expression,)  they  may  now  be  con- 
sidered a  part  of  our  constitution,  and  we  should 
dmost  as  soon  think  of  liring  without  the  use  of 
air. 

Mr.  Sbttu:  rose,  and  said>  (he  bill  before  (he 
Committee  proposes  a  radical  change  in  the  system 
for  collecting  the  revenue,  by  di^ontinuinig  the 
ci^t,  hitherto  allowed  bylaw,  on  bonds  for  duties, 
in  most  cases;  in  others,  greatly  shortening  the 
time  of  credit.  He  said,  before  he  pcoceeded  to 
consider  the  hiatpry  of  the  piesent  system,  and  some 
01  (he  principal  bearings  and  conseouences  of  the 
proposed  change,  he  would  take  the  liberty  to  deny 
any  analogy  which  the  advocate  of  the  bill  had 
attempted  to  establish  between  (he  ease  of  credit 
for  public  lands  and  that  for  duties.  He  said,  in 
the  tptmer,  the  debt  of  the  Government  was  con- 
stantly increasing  with  great  rapidity,  and  annual 
applications  have  been  made,  and  wul  continue  to 
be  inade,  to  Congress,  for  a  further  extension  of 
credit.    This  extension  of  credit  we  have  hitherto 
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mnted.  In  the  latter,  if  the  debt  has,  in  a  small 
degree,  increased,  no  applications  have  been  made 
to  extend  the  credit,  except  in  some  few  extraordi- 
nary cases,  such  as  the  Savannah  sufferers,  when, 
he  said,  we  should  not  hare  done  injustice  by 
wholly  remitting  the  duties.  In  the  former,  by 
dividing  the  quarter  section  of  land^  the  poor  man 
is  enabted  to  procure  eighty  acres,  if  he  can  raise 
an  hundred  dollars ;  he  has,  therefore,  increased 
adyanta^  in  coming  into  the  market,  in  compe- 
tition with  the  adventurous  speculator.  Under  the 
proposed  change,  all  the  aorantages  which  laree 
will  give  over  sinall  capitals,  will  be  enjoyed  by  the 
large  capitalbt  over  the  young,  enterprising,  and 
industrious  merchants  of  our  country,  with  small 
capitals,  who  depend  as  much,  or  mor^  on  their 
skui  and  perseverance,  as  on  their  capitals;  and 
these  advantages  will  be  given  to  the  foreign  cap- 
italist over  all  the  merchants  of  our  country.  But, 
he  said,  the  principal  and  characteristic  difference 
between  the  two  cases  was  this:  in  the  former, 
when  the  people  in  those  States  and  Territories, 
in  which  the  Government  hold  lands,  became  gen- 
erally indebted  to  it,  and  when  a  wish,  produced 
by  the  principles  of  self-defence  and  self-interest, 
prevailed  amonest  those  people  to  obtain  a  further 
extension  of  credit,  then,  under  such  circumstances, 
the  land  itself  would  become  the  most  dangerous 
and  unsafe  security  the  Government  could  hold. 
The  friends  of  the  law,  changing  the  mode  of  dis- 

Sosing  of  the  lands  of  the  (^vernment,  have  en- 
eavored  to  prevent  the  possible  occurrence  of  such 
a  state  of  things,  without  inflicting  injury  or  in- 
convenience on  any  portion  of  our  citizens ;  none 
of  those  principles  wnich  argued  strongly  in  favor 
of  the  alteration,  in  that  law.  have  any  application 
to  the  present  bill.  He  said,  he  therefore  denied 
that  the  decision  of  the  House,  in  that  case,  was 
entitled  to  any  influence  on  our  deliberations  on 
the  present  question :  and  he  would  feel  much 
gratified  to  hear,  on  tnis  occasion,  from  the  same 
quarter,  the  eloquent  description  oi^  agriculture,  and 
the  superior  contentment,  happiness,  and  patriotism, 
of  agriculturists,  which  we  are  favored  with  on  the 
former. 

He  said,  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Manufactures,  (Mr.  BALnwiN,)  in  the  course  of 
his  remarks  on  this  bill,  some  days  since,  referred 
to  several  petitions,  of  sundry  merchants,  and  asked 
the  committee  if  the  merchants,  whose  interests 
was  so  warmly  defended,  miffht  be  permitted  to 
decide  this  question.  Mr.  S.  said,  he  believed 
those  who  opposed  the  bill  miffht  safely  answer, 
and  tell  the  honorable  member,  me  merchants  may 
decide,  but,  before  it  is  determined  that  the  decision 
is  binding,  it  should  be  ascertained  tiiat  a  majority 
of  the  merchants  have  expressed  an  opinion  favor- 
able to  the  proposed  change,  not  the  merchants  of 
one  or  two  cities  alone. 

Mr.  S.  said,  he  presumed  that  the  member  would 
not  pretend  to  say,  a  majority  of  the  merchants 
had  petitioned  for  the  change  proposed  by  this  bill. 
Then,  for  what  purpose  is  it  asked,  whether  the 
merchants  may  decide  this  question?  He  said, 
the  long  petition  which  had  been  presented  during 
this  discussion,  and  which  was  extended  from  one 


side  of  the  hall  to  the  other,  contains  no  prayer  or 
wish  for  the  contemplated  change,  but  only  a  prayer 
for  the  imposition  of  a  tax  on  sales  at  aactiun. 
Why,  then,  he  asked,  this  great  display  of  petitions, 
having  no  appli  cation  to  the  present  question  ?  He 
said  he  would  suppose,  for  a  moment  a  fact,  which 
did  not  exist,  that  the  majoritv  of  merchants  had 
expressed  an  opinion  favorable  to  the  provisions 
of  the  present  bill ;  he  then  vroold  ask,  if  the  bar- 
gain was  to  be  concluded  on  by  and  between  tht 
manufacturers  and  merchants,  withoat  consulting 
the  great  aCTicultural  interest  of  the  Union?  This 
interest  wul  be  materially  affected  by  the  opera- 
tions of  the  i»t>posed  change,  which,  he  said,  he 
hoped  would  not  take  place  until  that  interest  had 
an  opportunity  to  speak  and  be  heard.  Mr.S. 
said  the  system  which  is  now  offered  to  be  changed 
was  one  of  acknowledged  excellence,  and  whose 
utility  had  been  sanctioned  by  the  experience  of 
many  years ;  under  its  operations,  agriculture,  com- 
merce, and,  he  said,  he  would  add  manufactures, 
had  increased  and  prospered  to  an  unexampled  ex- 
tent. But  it  has  been  said,  by  the  adjocates  of 
this  bill,  the  Congress  have  at  various  times  inter- 
fered, and  changed  this  system.  Mr.  S.  said,  it 
was  true,  as  our  agriculture  and  commerce  in 
creased  and  as  the  latter  had  found  and  cutTarioos 
and  diversfied  channels.  Congress  have  interposed 
and  gradually  extended  the  credit  for  duties.  How, 
he  asked,  do  the  advocates  of  this  bill  wish  to  im- 

Erove  the  system  ?    He  said,  by  reversing  the  policy 
y  wiiich  the  Government  has  hitherto  been  in- 
fluenced. 

Mr.  8.  said  he  would  call  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  to  the  amount  of  the  revenue  collected 
under  the  present  system  from  customs.  He  swd 
the  Committee  had  been  referred  to  it  before,  in  the 
course  of  this  discussion,  and  he  made  the  call  only 
for  the  reason  that  he  believed  it  becwne  neccssan, 
in  passing  on  to  the  point  he  had  in  view.  He 
said,  from  the  4th  of  March,  1789,  to  30th  Jane, 
1819,  from  customs  alone  has  been  collected  the 
sum  of  f  318,738,161  02.  This  enormous  amount 
of  revenue  has  been  coUected  from  the  people,  and, 
owing  to  its  equality  and  justice,  they  hare  scarcelf 
felt  it ;  and  he  said  it  might  be  asserted,  without 
the  fear  of  contradiction,  that  it  has  been  coUecied 
with  less  loss  and  expense  under  the  present  system 
than  it  could  have  be«i  under  any  other.  He  said 
the  sum  collected,  within  the  same  period,  from 
internal  revenue,  direct  taxes,  postage  or  letters, 
sales  of  public  lands,  and  miscellaneons,  but  iitue 
exceeds  fifty-five  millions  of  dollars ;  and,  he  said, 
the  people  of  this  Union  had  evinced  infinitely 
more  discontent  under  the  collection  of  the  latter 
than  under  that  of  the  first  mentioned  sum.  w. 
S.  said,  he  would  here  ask  what  this  Governmffli 
had  been  enabled  to  do  with  the  revenue  coUectea 
principally  from  customs  ?  He  said,  he  would  say 
principally  from  customs,  because  the  ^^^\^' 
tected  from  every  other  source  is  little,  mdew? 
when  compared  to  that  collected  from  custom- 
He  said  it  must  be  answered,  with  it  the  Gor^' 
ment  has  been  enaWed  to  redeem  6ur  natiooa^  ccDi, 
which  we  owed  at  the  close  of  the  R<^^'^"^' 
with  unexam^ed  rapidity;  with  it  the  Govern- 
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meat  has  built  and  equipped  a  navy,  which,  in  its 
infiincy,  has  become  the  pride  and  boast  of  our 
country,  and  secured  for  us  the  respect  and  admi- 
ration of  the  world ;  with  it  the  Ooyemment  has 
been  enaUed  to  adopt  the  policy  of  France,  in  great 
and  ezpoosiTe  maritime  fortifications ;  and,  with 
it,  proTision  has  been  made  for  the  suryiring  offi- 
eers  and  soldiers  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  who 
are  poor,  at  an  expense  little  short  of  $3)000,000. 
He  said,  he  would  say  nothing  of  our  standing 
army,  the  ajdendid  and  costly  puolic  edifices  which 
have  been  erected,  and  our  ability  to  r<^ieve  the 
people  from  the  burden  of  taxation  at  the  close  of 
the  late  war;  but  would  content  himself  in  saving 
theOovernment  had  been  enabled  to  do  every  thinj^ 
which  Qontribnted  to  national  defosiee,  the  happi- 
ness and  prosperity  of  the  people.  Mr.  S.  said, 
he  had  not  pursued  this  method  in  his  remarks  to 
secure  for  the  present  sytem  the  veneration,  or  even 
the  respect,  of  those  gentlemen  who  look  on  it  as 
unsound  and  rotten,  and  who  would  place  their 
hands  on  it  to  ccmsign  it  to  destruction ;  but  solelv 
for  the  purpose  of  arriving  at  the  point  on  whicn 
the  opposers  of  this  bill  can  stand  erect,  and  say  to 
its  supporters,  hands  off,  touch  not  the  present 
system,  unless  you*  can  show  considerable  evils 
arising  out  of  it,  or  advanta^  to  be  derived  from 
the  proposed  change ;  and,  if  vou  cannot,  as  you 
have  not,  pointed  out  any  evils  arising  from  the 
present  system,  before  yon  ask  us  for  the  chaagje, 
give  us  not  guesses,  give  us  not  calculations,  memy 
conjectural,  but  give  us  certainty,  or  somethioff 
approximating  certainty,  in  your  calculations,  of 
advantages  to  be  deiived  from  this  change. 

Mr.  8.  said  he  hoped  the  Committee  would  bear 
in  mind  how  the  supporters  of  this  bill  approach 
the  present  system  4  toey  begin  by  giving  us  feel- 
ing descriptions  of  the  pecuniarv  embarrassments 
under  which  our  citizens  are  laboring.  He  said 
he  would  not  say,  as  lie  certainly  did  not  believe, 
eentlemen  exaggerated  in  their  representations  or 
tne  distresses  of  the  people ;  but  he  would  say,  they 
had  beoi  stated  here,  and  by  those  who  have  writ- 
ten on  nueasures  with  which  this  bill  has  connexion, 
to  the  full  extent  to  which  they  exbt.  He  said,  it 
had  been  stated,  by  one  of  these  writers,  that  num- 
bers of  our  citizens,  possessed  of  valuaUe  talents, 
and  disposed  to  be  usefid,  but  unable  to  find  em- 
ployment, ace  migrating  to  Cuba,  where,  under  a 
despotic  ffovemmeat,  among  a  population  princi- 
pally of  Maves,  and  subject  to  the  horrors  of  the 
mquisition,  they  seek  an  aajlum  from  the  distress 
they  suffer  nere.  Mr.  S.  said  he  did  not  advert  to 
this  statement  to  question  its  correctness,  but  to 
show  the  avarice  and  cui»dity  with  which  these 
manufacturers  have  been  goivemed.  He  asked 
what  enconraffementyWhat  inducements,  must  the 
Congress  hold  out  to  these  men,  to  retain  them 
here ;  men  who,  eagerly  in  pursuit  of  gain^  will 
leave  this  country,  where  civil  liberty  is  enjoyed 
to  the  full  extent  to  which  human  wisdom  can 
improve  it  ^  where  little  or  no  taxes  are  paid ; 
where  provisions  and  raw  materials  are  selling  for 
aothioff,  when  compared  with  former  prices;  and 
wherelabor  is  high,  and  go  to  Cuba  ?  Must  we, 
said  he,  in  order  to  retain  them,  pass  the  tariff  bill. 


the  bill  now  before  us,  and  the.bill  to  impose  a  tax 
on  sales  at  auction  ?  Are  we  to  pay  them  this 
price,  at  the  expense  of  the  other  great  interest  of 
society  ?  And  can  it  be  said,  we  shall  not,  at  no 
distant  period,  be  called  on  by  them  to  ffo  to  the 
ultimatum  mentioned  by  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, (Mr.  Ttl£r,)  and  pay  them  premiums  and 
bounties  on  exportation  ?  He  said  he  hoped  the 
supporters  of  the  bill  would  %iye  those  who  differed 
from  them  in  opinion  time  to  reflect  five  or  six 
months,  within  which  we  can  deliberate  and  de- 
termine how  far  we  must  go  in  the  encoura^^ement 
of  domestic  manufactures,  and  within  which  the 
great  agricultural  and  cofiimercial  interests  of  the 
country  can  speak  and  be  heard. 

Mr.  6.  said  he  would  here  tell  the  supporters  of 
the  bill,  they  had  made  no  progress  in  proving  the 
necessity  or  propriety  of  the  proposed  change  by 
their  representations  of  the  j)ecuniary  embarrass- 
ments of  the  people ;  for,  with  this  weapon,  they 
may,  with  equal  propriety  and  expectation  d  suc- 
cess, attack  any,  the  most  fixed  principles  of  our 
Qovemment;  under  these,  as  well  as  under  the 
s^rstem  you  are  about  to  cluLDffe.  have  our  pecu- 
niary distresses  taken  place.  He  said,  however 
great,  in  general,  our  inclination  may  be  to  inno- 
vation, and  however  fixed  may  be  the  opinion  of 
some,  that  no  change  can  be  for  the  worse,  he 
would  not  touch  the  present  system,  unless  the 
friends  of  the  change  can  show  our  present  em- 
barrassments arise  out  of  this  system.  He  said, 
when  the  friends  of  the  bill  had  been  called  on  to 
point  out  the  source  from  which  our  pecunisiry 
distresses  arise,  they  say  from  the  want  of  suffi- 
cient protection  to  domestic  industry ;  which  words, 
he  said,  according  to  their  late  signification,  j[since 
the  rejection  of  ail  the  principles  and  maxims  of 
the  most  approved  writers  on  political  economy^ 
mean  nothing  more  or  less,  in  the  sense  in  which 
they  are  pressed  on  us,  than  domestic  manufac- 
tures. He  said  the  friends  of  the  present  bill  argue 
that  the  repeal  of  the  present  system  will  contri- 
bute to  the  protection  of  domestic,  by  lessening  the 
importations  of  foreign  manufactures,  from  the 
great  importations  of  which,  our  embairrassments 
nave  principally  arisen.  The  friends  of  this  bill 
Airther  say,  that  foreign  manufactures  have  been 
imported  into  this  country,  and  sold  at  prices  far 
below  those  at  which  they  are  purchased  at  the 
place  of  manufacture.  Mr.  S.  said  it  appeared 
more  probable  that  such  a  trade  would  ruin  the 
sellers  than  injure  the  buyers,  and  that  it  could 
not  continue  lon^  without  ruin  to  the  foreign  im- 

S^rter^  and  to  his  Government,  if  supported  by  it. 
e  said  it  appeared,  from  the  report  or  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  that  the  amount  of  importa- 
tions had  greatly  decreased.  This  fact,  taken  in 
connexion  with  the  general  assertion  that  our 
country  is  inundated  with  foreign  goods,  proves 
that  the  people  have  recommenced  habits  of  econ- 
omy without  legislative  coercion.  He  said  he 
would  ask,  whether  the  importation  of  foreign 
goods  had  any  agency  in  raising  the  price  of  lands 
from  fifty  to  an  hundred  per  cent.,  and  that  of  all 
property  in  the  same,  or  a  greater  proportion  ?  He 
saia  it  was  well  known  that  this  great  and  rapid 
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increase  of  price  had  taken  place  in  most  parts  of  I 
the  Union.    He  could  speak  more  particularly  of 
North  Carolina ;  there,  on  the  rivers,  land  had 
risen,  within  the  last  five  or  six  years,  from  one 
hundred  to  an  hundred  and  fifty  per  centum,  and 
continued  so  until  about  twelve  months  since,  and 
then,  unimproved,  half  our  lots  in  new  towns  estab- 
lished on  the  rivers,  sold  at  six  and  eight  thousand 
dollars  each.    No  one,  he  said,  would  pretend  to 
say  that  importations  of  foreign  goods  had  pro- 
duced this  rapid  increase  of  price  in  property. 
Mr.  S.  said  our  embarrassments  arose,  not  from 
importations  of  foreign  goods,  hut  from  other  and 
distinct  causes.    They»arose  from  the  great  num- 
ber of  banks  which  have  inundated  our  country 
with  their  paper,  at  one  period,  and  th&  necessity 
they  were  under,  at  another,  to  withdraw  large 
quantities  of  that  paper  from  circulation,  to  give 
currency  to  the  residue;  from  that  insatiable  thirst 
most  men  have  for  speculation  and  pro&t,  which 
makes  them  measure  their  wants  and  necessities 
by  the  degrees  of  facility  with  which  they  can  ob- 
tain money ;  and  from  the  pecuniary  embarrass- 
ments of  tnose  countries  with  which  we  have  car- 
ried on  our  principal  commerce.    He  said,  on  this 
point,  he  would  refer  to  the  petition  of  the  citizens 
of  Pike  county,  Penns^^lvania,  lately  addressed  to 
their  legislature,  in  which  they  state,  at  no  period 
since  the  Revolution  has  greater  distress  been  felt 
than  at  the  present  moment.    We  consider  the 
banking  system  to  have  been  the  principal  cause. 
Instead  of  becoming,  as  was  predicted,  blessing  to 
the  people,  banks  have  become,  like  the  scorpions 
amongst  tne  children  of  Israel,  a  curse  to  the  peo- 
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le,  and  perfect  beasts  of  prey.  He  said  he  re- 
ferred to  this,  as  expressive  ot  his  own  opinion, 
and  he  believed  that  of  the  people  generally,  in 
relation  to  the  injuries  which  have  arisen  from  the 
.banking  system,  in  the  extent  to  which  it  has  ex- 
isted, rle  said  he  would  repeat,  that  our  pecuni- 
ary embarrassments  have  not  arisen  from  the  sys- 
tem for  collecting  duties,  the  repeal  of  which  is 
now  considered  necessary  in  afibrding  due  protec- 
tion to  domestic  manufactures;  but  from  other 
and  distinct  causes,  which  iie  had  endeavored  to 
assign.  He  said  it  was  not  to  be  expected,  when 
the  friends  and  opposers  of  the  bill  dififered  so 
widely  in  relation  to  the  causes  of  our  embarrass- 
ments^ that  there  should  be  an  agreement  between 
them  in  relation  to  the  remedy. 

Mr.  S.  said  the  friends  of  the  bill  have  said, 
during  this  debate,  that  commerce  had  been  stim- 
ulated above  health  point ;  and  they  tell  us  com- 
merce and  agriculture  are  now  prostrate,  nearly 
bloodless  and  lifeless ;  and,  he  asked,  what  was 
the  remedy  proposed  ?  Sir,  it  is  copious  bleeding, 
severe  blistering,  and  cupping.  Yes,  sir.  with  the 
tariff  bill  they  wish  to  bleed ;  with  the  bill  before 
us  blister;  and,  he  supposed,  with  the  auction  bill, 
as  it  is  called,  cup  afi^riculture  and  commerce,  to 
restore  them  to  health  and  vigor.  He  said  it  was 
unnecessary  to  dispute  about  the  skill  c^  the  advo- 
cates for  this  change — of  that  he  would  say  noth- 
ing ;  but  the  remedy  proposed  in  such  a  case,  was 
80  unnatural,  so  opposed  to  every  principle  of  rea- 
son, and  he  had  come  near  saying  common  sense, 


he  hoped  the  Committee  wouVd  prevent  itssppU- 

cation. 

Mr.  S.  said,  ahouid  the  bill  pass,  it  will,  in  its 
operation,  draw  from  cirealalion  into  the  Treas- 
ury, in  one  year,  about  donfale  the  sum  which 
would  be  drawn  in  under  the  present  system,  if 
the  amount  of  importations  shoidd  not  be  mate- 
rially lissened.  The  prospective  payments  in  to  the 
Treasury  from  bonds,  for  twdve  montiia,  irould 
amount  to  about  twenty  millions  of  doilais.  The 
flfTr^Qiint  of  duties  accruing  during  the  same  period, 
and  payable  in  cash,  under  a  soppontioii  that  im> 
portations  were  not  lessened,  inry  be  stated  at 
twenty  millions  of  dollars  more.  He  «id  the 
coontry  was  not  at  this  time  aUe  lo  bear  each  a 
contribution ;  it  would  gready  iiijuie,  if  not  de- 
stroy, every  bxancb  of  national  mdastir.  Cor 
manu£BiCturing  iadustry  would  be  as  moen  injured 
by  it  as  any  other  interest  He  said,  it  was  a  cor- 
rect principle  in  ^vemment  to  leave  in  the  pockets 
of  the  people  their  money,  until  it  beeame  neees^ 
sary,  to  attain  the  legitimate  ol^ects  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, to  call  it  oat.  The  people  are  better 
qualified,  until  the  neeenity  for  this  call  exists,  to 
employ  their  money  most  to  their  own  advantage, 
andtlkat  of  the  Oovocnment  itself. 

He  said,  if  the  bill  was  intended  as  a  measarelo 
increase  the  revenue,  and  supply  the  dcfeet  in  the 
TrMsury,  he  would  tdl  its  sooportefs  it  wonid  do 
no  such  thin^k  it  will  gfeatly  lesBen  impoications, 
by  withdrawms  a  large  capital  from  commerce, 
and  conseqnenUy  ienen  therereniie  He  said,  by 
giving  vq)  the  present  system,  we  shall  \am  one  on 
which  there  is  iafimsely  more  certausMr  of  calcu- 
lation than  on  that  for  which  it  is  onered  to  be 
changed.  He  said,  we  shoohl  not  sacrifice  our  pa- 
trimony in  expectancy,  for.  a  little  leadf  cash,  nor 
cut  after  the  golden  e^  piematarely. 

He  said,  if  the:bill  was  iatended  as  ameasore 
to  encourage  domestic  manafiu^tores,  then,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  obiection  that  it  will  draw  soch  iai^ 
sums  of  capitar.fcom  circolatkm,  he  would  say  it 
operated  unequally ;  for  it  is  as  efficacious  in  pre- 
venting the  im^rtation  of  those  artieles  lo  which 
vire  have  no  ol^ection,  as  it  is  in  preventing  the 
importation  of  those  which  it  may  he  oor  uitei«6t 
to  exclude. 

Mr.  IS.  said,  he  viewed  ^his  bill  as  fonaaiBg  a  part 
of  a  great  system  for  theeacoafagemeat  of  donw^- 
tic  mano&ctutes,  and  eatpcemed  a  hqie  that  ^e 
Coaunitlee  would  indn^ge  him  while  he  notieedr 
and  attempted  a  'reidy  to  some  of  the  principal  ar- 

Sumeats  urged  in  favor  of  its  passage.  He  said  it 
ad  been  argued  that  it  wasthe  dutyof  uU  govern- 
ments to  em|doy  their  idle  pofsulation  in  uselal 
labor,  and  it  was  tk»  dntf  of  this  so  to  encourage 
domestic  maaufiustures,  as  to  call  iaio  'their  em- 
ployment that  portion  of  our  population  which  is 
now  idle.  He  said  it  was  fnie^  that  it  -is  to  the  in- 
terest of  all  Governments  that  their  pc^lation 
should  be  usefully  employed,  and  that  it  is  desha- 
ble  we -should  have  no  idle  and  useless  citsess; 
to  effect  this,  he  said,  it  was  the  duty  erf"  Oo«eni- 
ment  to  secure  to  eacn  individual  the  fieeabd  an- 
intenupted  enjoyment  of  his  hfe,  liber^^and  pro^ 
erty,  and  to  leave  him  free  to  engage  m  die  labor 
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of  his  choice ;  and,  he  said,  thei^  is  no  doubt  he 
y^iM  engage  in  thai  emptoyinent  in  which  he  be- 
lieves he  can  moet  benefit  his  own  interest,  and, 
consequently,  that  of  his  country.  But  suppose, 
sir,  said  he,  we  attempt  to  invite  to  labor  that  por- 
tion of  our  citizens  wno  wish  to  engage  in  manu- 
factures, by  encouragement  to  domestic  manufac- 
tures, at  the  expense  of  agriculture  and  commerce, 
i3^e  soall  then  employ  actively  one  man  in  twenty, 
and  lessen,  if  not  destroy,  the  industry  and  enter- 

Srise  of  the  other  nineteen  of  all  our  population, 
[e  said  it  certainly  could  not  be  believed  we  should 
add  to  the  sum  total  of  national  industry,  by  giv- 
ing this  extraordinary  encouragement  to  domestic 
manoiactures.  We  should  have  aU  the  branches 
of  national  industry  on  an  equal  foofinflr,  and  not 

g*  ve  one  a  preference  over  the  others.  He  said,  no 
ovemment  which  will  interfere  with  national 
industry,  and  give  one  branch  of  it  a  preference 
over  the  other,  to  draw  private  capital  from  one 
channel  to  another,  can  justify  that  interference  on 
any  other  priaciple  than  that  the  people  cannot, 
or  will-  not  pomi&theif  own  interest,  and  that  they 
are  inoompetent  in  the  management  of  their  pri* 
vate  individual  affidra.  These  principles,  he  said, 
howenrer  trae  they,  might  be  in  other  countries, 
were  not  true  in  relation  to  the  people  of  this 
country. 

Mr.  a.  said^  it) had  been' stated  in  this  debate  that 
mumfiwCufCB  flourished' during  the  war,  but  peace 
destroyed  them.    He  said  if  this  statement  proved 


any  thing,  it  was  the  want  of  congeniality  of  in- 
terest between  domestic  nanttfactures  and  tne  other 
bFBncheeof  national  industry ;  that  the  blasts  which 
brought  pestiience  and  deatn  to  all  other  branches 
of  industry,  were  pleasant  zephyrs  to  manufacture?. 
He  said  he  regretted  to  hear  this  statement ;  he  had 
always  believed,  and  still  believed,  the  three  great 
branches  of  national  industry  contd  live  and  fkm- 
rish  together;  and  they  will,  unless  the  avarice 
and  cupidity  of  those  engaged  in  the  one  reqiiire 
and  obtain  too  great  saorificesfrom  those  pursuing 
thec^efs. 

Mr.  S.  said  ourindqiendeaee  had  been  appealed 
to  in  the  course  of  this  debate,  and  we  have  been 
told  of  our  degradation  in  depending-  upon  foreign 
nations  for  oMuafactured  articles,  lie  said  it  was 
in  the  nature  of  our  Government  and  eiiil  insti- 
tutions, ta  ineoleate  on^  and  foster  in  the  midst  of 
out  citizens,  an  ardent  attachment  to  independence 
and  the  prmciples  of  civil  liberty ;  and,  he  bald, 
this  will  continne  to  be  the  case  until  we  become 
so  much  more  wise  than  our  fathers  that  we  must 
amend  and  interpolate  their  works. 

He  said  examples  had  been  drawn  from  indi- 
vidual life  in  this  debate;  he,  therefore,  felt  justi- 
fied in  following  the  example,  and  would  ask,  if 
any  man  would  feel  degraded,  or  less  independent, 
in  sending  hia  work  to  the  shop  of  his  neighbor,  if 
his  neigluwr  took  part  of  his  surplus  produce  in 
pay?  He  said  the  understanding  of  the  man  could 
not  be  much  admired,  who,  to  become  independ- 
ent, vrould  leave  a  profitable  profession,  or  the  call- 
ins-  of  a  respectable  farmer,  and  turn  cobler.  He 
said  lie  had  a  respect  for  all  honest  men,  be  their  j 
tilde  whatever  it  may ;  but  there  is  a  social  de- ' 


pendence  mutually  existing  between  men  of  the 
same  country,  and  between  difierent  nations ;  and 
he  believed  its  destruction  would  materially  lessen 
the  sum  total  of  human  happiness. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  would  not  indulge  himself  in  de- 
tailing melancholy  forebodings  of  the  deleterious 
effects  of  this  measure,  and  the  others  with  which 
it  is  connected,  on  our  navy,  on  our  revenue,  and 
on  the  habits,  morals,  and  condition  of  our  citi- 
zens. He  said  he  had  them — he  felt  them — but 
he  would  leave  them  to  time  and  experience  to 
develope — the  best  crucible  for  the  trial  of  meas- 
ures and  men. 

Mr.  Rhea  said:  The  first  section  of  the  bill 
under  consideration  contains  four  principles  rela- 
tive to  the  disposition  of  merchandise  imported  into 
the  United  States.  The  first  principle  is,  that  the 
duties  laid  on  all  goods,  wares,  and  mevchandise, 
imported  into  the  United  States  from  and  after  the 
day  of ,  except  certain  articles  enumera- 
ted in  the  first  section,  shall  be  paid  before  a  per*- 
mit  shall  be  granted  for  landing  the  same,  excep1>- 
ing  such  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  as  may 
be  entered  for  exportation^  or  deposited  in  store- 
houses. The  second  principle  includes  the  several 
articles  enumerated  in  the  first  section,  and  ex- 
cepted  from  the  general  operation  of  the  bill,  in 
respect  to  cash  payment  of  duties  thereon.  The 
third  principle  includes  merchandise  entered  for 
exportation ;  and  the  fourth  principle  includes  mer- 
chandise intended  to  be  deposited  in  storehouses. 

The  second  section  provides  that,  where  the 
amount  of  duties  on  the  articles  enumerated  and 
excepted  in  the^first  section,  and  included  within 
the  second  principle  or  class  of  merchandise^  im- 
ported in  any  ship  or  vessel  on  account  of  one 
person  only,  or  of  several  persons  jointly  interest- 
ed, shall  not  exceed  one  hundred  dollars,  the  same 
shall  be  immediately  paid ;  and  if  exceeding  that 
sum,  shall  be  paid  or  secured  to  be  paid.  If  on 
teas,  one-third  in  three,  one-third  in  six,  and  one- 
third  in  nine  calendar  months.  If  on  the  other  ar- 
ticles excepted  and  enumerated  in  the  first  section 
of  the  bill,  one^haif  shall  bs  paid  in  three,  and  the 
other  half  in  six  months,  from  the  date  of  the  re- 
spective  importations. 

Theothitr  sections  of  the  bill  contain  regulations 
relative  to  merchandise  entered  for  exportation, 
and  to  merchandise  deposited  in  storehouses. 

In  the  first  section  of  the  bill  is  an  enumeration 
of  articles  excepted  from  cash  payments.    The  ex- 


'  cassia,  cinnamon,  cloves,  chocolate,  cocoa,  cofiee, 
'  indigo,  mace,  molasses,  nutmeg,  pepper,  pimen* 
*  to,  salt,  ochre,  sugar,  tea."  Of  these,  as  has  been 
already  observed,  tne  second  section  provides,  that 
duties  shall  be  paid  in  three,  six,  and  nine  months, 
and  that  the  duties  on  all  the  other  enumerated  ar* 
tides  shall  be  paid  in  three  and  six  months. 
What,  then,  are  the  articles  of  merchandise  im- 
ported into  the  United  States  on  which,  by  the 
provisions  of  the  bill,  thfe  duties  shall  be  paid  be- 
fore a  permit  be  granted  for  landing  the  same? 
They  are  all  manufactures  of  wool,  of  cotton,  of 
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linen,  of  hemp,  oi  iron,  all  wines,  and  spirits  of 
evexy  kind,  and  other  articles  not  enumerated  or 
provided  for  in  the  said  first  section.  These  are 
the  principles  of  this  bill,  the  enactment  of  which 
into  a  law  is  so  earnestly  urged. 

What  will  be  the  operation  of  this  bill  if  it  be- 
comes a  law?  or  on  whom  will  it  chiefly  operate? 
The  answers  to  these  questions  are  important,  and 
ought  to  be  duly  considered.  A  ffentieman  from 
Maryland  has  informed  us  that,  if  the  merchants 
are  to  pay  cash  for  duties  on  merchandise,  as  pro- 
vided tor  by  this  bill,  they  will,  in  his  opinion,  be 
compelled  to  lay  about  ten  per  cent,  in  addition  to 
the  price  of  the  article  of  merchandise.  The  du- 
ties chaiged  by  the  existing  tariff  on  all  articles  of 
foreign  growth  and  merchandise  imported  into  the 
United  States,  and  chargeable  with  duties,  are  now 
verv  hi^h ;  in  some  cases  amounting  nearly  to  a 
prohibition,  if  not  altogether. 

This  bill,  if  it  becomes  a  law,  will,  it  b  believed, 
operate  injuriously  to  the  agriculture,  to  the  com- 
merce>  and  to  the  revenue  of  the  United  States, 
and  win  augment  the  necessity  of  a  system  of  in- 
ternal taxation  of  a  general  or  particular  kind. 
The  effects  which  will  be  produced  by  this  bill,  if 
it  becomes  a  law,  may  be  apparent  These  effects 
will  operate  on  the  consumers  of  every  description 
of  merchandise  of  foreign  growth  or  manufacture, 
paying  duties,  or  of  domestic  manufactures  not  sub- 
ject to  any  duties.  The  agricultural  part  of  the 
community  is  the  great  mass  of  the  people  of  these 
United  States^and  does  consume  the  largest  quan- 
tities of  merchandise;  and  being  the  chief  con- 
sumer of  merchandise,  do  pay  the  greatest  portion 
of  revenue  arising  from  duties  on  merchandise. 
The  principles  of  the  Government  of  these  United 
States  are  not  similar  to  the  principles  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of  any  other  nation.  In  the  United  States 
the  people  are  the  sovereign,  and  hold  in  their 
hands 'the  power  of  the  Government.  I  will  votcL 
said  Mr.  R.,  to  strike  out  the  first  section,  and  I 
hope  it  will  be  stricken  out 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Silsbbb's  mo- 
tion to  strike  out  the  fijrst. section — that  is,  to  reject 
the  bill,  and  carried — ayes  86,  noes  60. 

The  question  was  then  immediately  taken  to 
concur  with  the  Committee  in  striking  out  the 
first  section  of  the  bill,  and  decided — ^For  concur- 
rence, 91 ;  against  it,  55,  as  follows : 

Ykas — McMn.  Abbott  Aleiander,  Allen  of  Ten- 
nessee, Archer  of  Mtrylsnd,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Ball, 
Barbour,  Bayly,  Brown,  Bryan,  Burton,  Burwell, 
Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Can« 
non,  Clagett,  Uobb,  Crafts,  Culpeper,  Cuahoian,  Cutb- 
bert,  Dennison,  £ddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Ed- 
wards of  Pennsjlvania,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina, 
Fisher,  Ployd,  Foot,  Forrest,  FuUerton,  Garnett,  Har- 
din, Hill,  Holmes,  Hooks,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginia, 
Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kent,  Kinsley,  Linn,  Livermore, 
Lowndes,  Lyman,  Maclay,  McCoy,  McCreary,  Mol- 
laiy,  Marchand,  Mercer,  Monell,  Morton,  Neale,  Nel- 
son of  Massachusetts,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton, 
Oveistreot,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Pinckney,  Plumer, 
Rhea,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Rnas,  Sampson,  Sawyer,  Ser- 
geant, Settle,  Silsbee,  Simkins,  Slocamb,  Smith  of 
Maryland,  Smith  of  North  CaroUna,  Street,  Strong  of 
Vermont^  Strong  of  Now  Yorky  Swoaringea,  Tarr, 


Taylor,  Terrell,  Tomlinaon,  Traoy.  Tucker  of  Vir- 
ginia, Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Tyler,  WaUMr,  Wbii- 
man,  Williams  of  Virginia,  Williams  of  North  Car- 
olina, and  Wood. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  AUen  of  New  Voirk,  An- 
derson, Baldwin,  Bateman,  Beecher,  Bloomfield, 
Boden,  Brush,  Campbell,  Case,  Cocke,  Cook,  Cul- 
breth,  Darlington,  Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Dowse,  Folger, 
Ford,  Gross  of  New  York,  Gross  of  Pennsy/vania, 
Gnyon,  Hackley,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  Dela- 
ware, Hendricks,  Hibshman,  Heister,  Hootetter,  Kin- 
sey.  Little,  McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Ken- 
tacky,  Mason,  Metgs,  Metcalf,  R.  Moore,  S.  Moore, 
M array,  Parker  of  Maaaachusettt,  Patterson,  PtuboB, 
Richmond,  Rogers,  Ross,  Shaw,  Sloan*  Smith  of  New 
Jersey,  Stevens,  Storrs,  Trimble,  Van  Renaaalaer, 
Wallace,  and  WendoYor. 

And  so  the  bill  was  rejected. 


ToEsoAY,  May  2. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  infonned  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  biU  of  this  House 
entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Konkiqiot, 
and  others,  of  the  nation  of  Stockbridge  Indians, 
residing  in  the  State  of  New  York,  with  an  amend- 
ment. They  have  also  passed  biila  of  the  follow- 
ing titles,  to  wit :  An  act  to  regulate  the  fees  of 
the  clerk  and  marshal  of  the  district  court  of  the 
United  States  for  the  State  of  Loniaiana;  and  an 
act  farther  to  regulate  the  Medical  DeHutnent  of 
the  Army ;  in  which  amendment  and  bflb  they 
ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  fiowABDS,  of  Connecticut, 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  were  directed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authorizing  the 
marshal  of  the  district  of  Coimecticut  to  make  use 
of  Newgate  prison,  in  the  State  of  Connecticnt 
for  the  purpose  of  confining  to  hard  labor  such 
prisoners  as  shall,  by  the  courts  of  the  United 
States  in  that  district,  be  sentenced  to  imprison- 
ment at  hard  labor  for  offences  under  the  laws  of 
the  United  States ;  provided  such  State  shall  make 
it  the  duty  of  the  keeper  of  said  prison  to  keep 
safely  all  prtsonera  committed  theteto,  as  afore- 
said. 

The  House  took  up  and  proeeeded  to  consider 
the  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  ^  An  net  for  the 
relief  of  John  H.  Piatt;"  whereupon  the  btil  was 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  tiMaorrow. 

The  hill  firom  the  Senate  entitled  ""  An  act  to 
regulate  the  fees  of  the  elerk  and  marshal  of  the 
district  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  State  of 
Lottbiana,"  was  read  twioe,  and  refened  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  '^  An  act  for- 
ther  to  regulate  the  Medical  D^rtment  of  the 
Army,^'  was  read  twice^  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
third  time  to*moirow. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  lo  the 
bill  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Kon- 
kopot,  and  others,  of  the  nation  of  Stoddvidge 
Indians,  in  the  State  of  New  York,"  was  read, 
and  concurred  in  bv  the  House. 

An  engrossed  bill  entitled  '*  An  act  to  prevent 
the  commanders  and  other  oflicera  in  die  nival 
service  of  the  United  States  from  accepting  of  any 
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present  or  emolumeat,  of  any  kind  whaterer,  from 
any  King,  Prince,  or  foreign  State,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  House  took  up  and  proceeded  to  consider 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Susannah  Stewart ;  where- 
upon it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time  to-morrow. 

DUTIES  ON  SALES  AT  AUCTION. 
The  House  having  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Taylor  in  the  chair, 
on  the  bill  for  laying  duties  on  sales  at  auction, 
the  bill  was  read  through. 

The  following  is  the  first  section,  and  contains 
the  substance  of  the  bill : 

Be  U  enacted^  4c.,  That,  from  and  tStn  the  --^- 

dfty  of next,  there  shall  be  levied  and  paid,  ibr 

the  UM  of  the  United  States,  upon  all  sales  hy  way  of 
auction,  •■  hereinafter  deeeribed,  which  shall  be  made 
within  the  United  Stetes,  the  respectiye  rates  and 
duties  for  ereiy  hundred  dollars  of  the  purchase  money 
arising  on  the  sale,  by  auction,  of  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  to  wit :  on  all  articles  manu&ctured  in 
the  United  Sutes,  one  dollar;  on  all  articles  of  foreign 
growth  or  manufactnre  not  hereinafter  enumerated, 
two  dollars ;  on  woollen,  cotton,  and  linen  maaufiic- 
turee  of  all  descriptions,  or  of  which  wool,  flax,  and 
cotton,  or  either,  is  the  material  of  chief  Tslue,  glassi 
of  mil  kinds,  iron,  steel,  hemp,  cordage,  tarred  or  Qn« 
Umd,  twines^  ailks,  nankeens,  ready  made  clothing, 
all  artidas  mannlactuved  from  iron,  steel,  copper,  brass, 
pewter,  lead  or  tin,  or  of  which  these  metals,  or  either 
of  them,  ifl  the  material  of  chief  value,  china  ware, 
earthen  ware,  stone  ware,  musical  instrumente,  hatSi 
caps,  and  bonnats,  of  all  kinds,  umbrellas  and  parasols, 
dressed  or  tanned  skins,  cabinet  wares,  leather,  and  all 
roanufactuxes  of  wood  ox  leather,  or  of  which  leather  is 
the  article  of  chief  value,  paper,  of  every  description, 
and  all  articles  of  the  above  aescription  in  part  manu- 
factured, printed  books,  corks,  gold  leif,  ten  dollars ; 
and  at  the  same  rate  for  any  greater  or  lesser  sum, 
except  as  hereinafter  excepted.    The  said  respectiye 
rates  and  duties  to  be  paid  by  the  auctioneer,  or  person 
making  soeh  sales  at  auction,  out  of  the  moneys 
arising  from  each  and  every  such  sale.    And  if  any 
gooda,  wavaa,  and  maichamUse,  shall  be  sold  at  auc- 
tion in  any  oChar  mannert  or  in  any  less  quantitiee^ 
dioaeBflioas^  or  waigfat*  than  thoaa  centainad  in  the 
original  balea  or  packagea  in  which  they  shall  have 
been  iflsportad,  there  shall  be  levied  and  paid  an  addi* 
tionai  aom  of  five  dollars  for  every  handled  dollars  of 
the  purchase  money  arising  from  such  sales:  Prandedt 
That  nothing  in  this  act  conteined,  shall  extend  to 
anj  sale  or  sales,  by  auction,  of  goods,  warea,  and 
merchandise,  made  pursuant  to,  or  in  execution  of, 
an  J  rule,  order,  decree,  sentence,  or  judgment,  of  any 
court,  OT  judicial  officer  of  the  United  Stotes,  or  either 
of  them,  or  made  in  ▼irtue,  or  by  force,  of  any  distress 
for  rent,  or  other  cause  for  which  a  distress  is  allowed 
by  law;  or  made  in  consequence  of  any  bankruptcy  or 
insolvency,  pursuant  to  any  law  concerning  bankrupt* 
ctea  or  inaoivencies;  or  made  in  consequence  of  any 
general  aaaignment  of  property  and  effscte,  for  tbe 
benefit  of  ereditors;  or  made  by,  or  on  behalf  of,  ex* 
ecaton  or  administraton,  or  made  pursuant  to  the 
directions  of  any  law  of  the  United  States,  or  either  of 
thena,  touching  the  collection  of  any  tax  or  duly,  or 
daspoaaly  by  auction,  of  public  property  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  any  State  i  nor  to  any  such  sale  or  sales, 


by  auction,  of  ships,  their  tockle,  apparol,  and  forni* 
tare,  or  to  the  cargoes  of  any  ships  or  ressels  which 
shall  be  wrecked  or  stranded  within  the  United  States, 
and  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  insurers  or  proprietors 
thereof. 

This  section  being  under  consideration 

Mr.  Baldwin,  the  clttirman  of  the  Committee 
of  Manufactures,  delivered  an  exposition  of  the 
viewa  of  the  Committee  in  reporting  the  bill,  and 
the  reasons  by  which  he  was  induced  to  urge  ite 
passage.  The  ^stem  of  auctions  he  described  as 
a  monopoly  in  the  hands  of  a  few  persons  in  the 
large  towns,  and  a  fair  subject  for  taxation.  The 
present  operation  of  the  sales  at  auction  of  foreign 
merchandise,  he  argued,  wa^  to  displace  the  fair 
trader,  by  inundating  the  country  with  worthless 
goods  at  reduced  prices;  and  ite  effect  had  been, 
connected  with  other  causes^  to  throw  our  com* 
merce  into  the  hands  of  foreigners,  and  bankrupt 
the  fair  American  merchant,  at  the  same  time 
that  it  also  destroyed  the  occupation  of  the  help* 
less  but  industrious  retailer.  In  support  of  his 
argument,  he  advaiM^ed  varioua  facte  showing  the 
great  extent  to  which  this  auction  business  is  car* 
ried  on  in. the' country,  dec. 

Mr.  Storrb,  in  the  course  of  some  remarks 
which  he  made  on  this  subject,  avowed  his  wil- 
lingness to  throw  some  further  impedimente  in  the 
way  of  foreign  merohante  engaged  in  trade  in  this 
country,  not  believing  it  to  be  the  interest  of  the 
country  that  our  reUil  trade  should  be  carried  on 
by  foreign  capital.  From  considerations  which 
he  enlarged  upon,  Mr.  S.  said  he  should  support 
this  bill,  provided  the  duties  proposed  to  be  laid 
were  not  so  high  as  to  prohibit  sales  at  auction 
altogether.  Such,  he  apprehended,  would  be  the 
effect  of  the  duty  of  ten  per  cent,  proposed  in  the 
above  secti<Hi.  Mr.  S.  assigned  several  reasons  why 
he  thought  auction  salea  ought  not  to  be  wholly 
interdicted,  at  tbf»  same  time  xkai  he  thought  them 
a  fit  object  for  taxation.  H^  therefore  moved  to 
strike  out  of  the  above  ten  per  cent.,  and  in  lieu 
thereof  insert  two  amd  a  half  per  cent 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  whilst  he  opposed  this 
amendment,  gave  his  general  views  of  the  bill. 
The  committee  he  said  had  in  his  opinion  wisdv 
discriminated,  retaining  a  small  duty  only  on  sucn 
gooda*-«groeerie8,  for  eacample-^s  had  always  hes^ 
tofore  been  sold  at  auction.  That  duty  however 
he  thought  ou^ht.to  be  but  one  instead  of  two  per 
cent  The  object  of  the  ten  per  cent  duty  on  safes, 
of  another  description  was  to  prohibit  them  alto- 
gether. To  show  the  advantageous  effects  of  such 
a  prohibition,  Mr.  S.  entered  mto  a  general  view 
of  the  pernicious  operation  of  such  sales.  The 
effect  of  the  duty  of  ten  per  cent,  would  be  to  throw 
back  the  trade  mto  the  nandsof  the  fair  American 
merchant  The  two  and  a  half  per  cent  duty 
would  not  have  this  operation :  it  would  be  cheer- 
fully paid,  and  would  give  a  revenue  of  eight  hun- 
drea  thousand  dollars.  Revenue,  however,  was 
not  the  object,  but  prohibition  or  exclusion  of  these 
salea ;  and  tne  proposed  amendment,  therefore, 
ouffht  not  to  be  adopted. 

Mr.  SBAaB4NT  gave  to  the  House  his  viewa  of 
this  subject,  and  particularly  of  the  amendment. 
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With  regard  to  trade  in  general,  he  wa9  opposed 
to  subjecting  it  to  too  much  regulation:  but  sales 
at  auction  were  a  fair  subject  of  regulation,  be- 
cause the  system  itself  was  the  creature  of  regula- 
tion, being  subject  to  particular  restraints,  and 
giving  particular  benefits  to  those  who  cany  it  on, 
&c.  He  objected  to  the  auction  system,  that  it 
was  inconsistent  with-  sober  and  modierate  habits, 
and  induced  ifambtin^  and  ispeculating  habits. 
He  spoke  of  it  m  a  limited  as  well  as  in  a  general 
sense.  He  had  therefore  no  objection  to  the  pro- 
posed prohibitory  doty ;  but  to  the  imj^ition  of  ft 
duty  on  sales  at  auction  as  a  means  of  revenue  he 
had  many  objections,  the  most  forcible  of  which 
was,  that  its  operation  would  be  too  partial.  Such 
a  duty  would  Well  form  a  part  of  a  general  sys- 
tern,  but  certainly  oi^t  not  to  be  selected-  from  all 
other  equally  proper  objects  of  intemel  taxation, 
dbc.    He  was  of  coune  opposed  to  the  amendmenti. 

MK  Jobnson^  of  Virginia,  then  took  the  floor. 
He  regarded  this  bill  as  only  a  continuance  of  the 
system  of  mieasures  commenced  in  one  bill  which 
has  already  passed  this  House,  and  propoaed  to  be 
continued  in  the  other,  whieh  was  yesterday  re- 
jected— a  system  which  heprotioiafced  to  be  cal> 
culated  to  visit  with  ruin  and  distress  one  portion 
of  the  community,  to  the  benefit  of  two  othler  classes. 
He  replied  to  some  of  the  arguments  advanced  on 
this  day,  and  on  preceding  days,  in  favor  of  fos- 
tering tlie  manufacturing'  system,  and-  particularly 
denied  that  the  independence  of  the  country  was 
in  any  manner  essentially  connected  with  that 
policy.  With  regard  to  t&e  aHeged  tfkct  of  this 
bill  to  promote  the  public  interest,  by  preventing 
people  from  buying  soodb  at  auction,  ne  consid^ 
erea  the  old-fasnioned  way  the  best,  which  left  to 
the  good  people  of  the  United  States  to  judse  for 
thonselvesoi  what  wtrold  best  promote  their  inter- 
estSk  This  bill,  he  aigued,  wmdd  promiote  the 
interest  of  but  two  elasses — ^the  merchants  and  the 
manufacturers — ^by  excluding  the  competition  of 
foreign  capital,  and  further  burdening  tne  sales  of 
imported  goods,  Ac.  With  respect  to  the  moral- 
ity of  auction  sales,  he  said  that  it  was  not  the 
province  of  Congress,  bvt  of  the  Sta4e  govern- 
ments, to  legislate  for  the  preservation  of  the  mor- 
ab  of  the  community,  d^. 

Mr.  Tracy  delivered  bis  vitira  in  op^pecdttoo  to 
the  bill.  With  regard  to  the  monop^y  of  the 
auction  business,  he  said  it  was  the  nirst  time  he 
had  heard  a  serious  allegation  a^iast'  a*  monop- 
oly, the  object  of  whfieh  waft  tosdl  eoods  oheapef 
than,  without  these  auction  sales,  they  would  be 
sold.  On  the  contrary,  the  effect  of  this  bill  wodid 
be,  he  argued,  to  create,  instead  of  destroyitig,  a 
monopoly.  lie  examined  the  operation  of  sales  at 
auction,  and  replied  to  the  arguments  which  had 
been  employed  to  show  their  injurious  and  imf- 
moral  tendency.  People  might  buy  as  immorally 
and  as  foolishly^  he  said,  from  the  regular  mer- 
chant as  at  auction ;  and  more  so,  beisause  in  the 
one  case  they  mtist  pay  cash  for  their  purchases, 
and  in  the  other  might  obtain  extensive  credits, 
which  were  always  prejudicial.  He  denied  th^ 
force  of  the  argument  that  the  buisin^as  of  selling 
goods  would  be  thrown  into  more  hands  by  abol- 


ishing sales  at  auction.  He  saw  no  reason  in  Con- 
gress legislating  for  the  purpose  of  producing  such 
an  effect,  dbc.  In  concfodmg  his  speech,  Mr.  T. 
moved  to  strike  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill; 
but,  pending  (he  other  motion,  this  motion  was  not 
in  order. 

Mr.  SiLSBEC  made  some  remarks,  the  object  of 
which  w%»  to  show  that  the  proposed-  duties  were 
too  hi£^h,  and  would  certainly  be  evaded,  and 
evaded  without  fraud,  by  a  change  in  the  custom- 
ary mode  of  doing  business.  A  single  packac^e  of 
ffoods,  for  example,  would  be  sold  at  public  sale  to 
fix  the  price,  and  the  rest  would  be  sold  off*  at  pri- 
vate sale  at  the  same  price,  and  thus  the  duty 
saved,  &c.  He  was  oi  course  in  favor  of  the 
amendment  now  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Wahfiexd  next  spoke  at  considerafile  length 
against  the  principle  of  the  bill,  and  in  reply  to 
the  arguments  used  in  its  support*  He  denied  that 
the  system  of  auction  sales  could  properly  be  con- 
sidered as  a  monopoly,  or  that  it  produced  the  delete- 
rious effects  ascribed  to  \L  He  was  disposed  to  Jet 
commerce  regulate  itself,  as  much  as  wecooJd,  with 
a  due  regard  to  the  public  interest.  He  was  there- 
fore opposed  to  passings  any  law  on  this  subiect ; 
bat  ifaoy  law  letspactiBg  it  were  to  pass,  be  was 
iiLlavor  of  its  beidf  auMadediA  now  iiropoaed  by 
the  gentleman  from  New  YotId  He  Mieved  the 
opcBMiotk  of  this'  biU  wonkh  be  to  eneroaek  in  a 
certain  de^pee,  for  thfebeoefilt  of  anotfaer  interest, 
on  theagrMuhund  iatcRatof  theeoufitry;  aad  he 
was  theiefore'  entirely  opposed  to  its  passage  in 
any'shuie. 

lift.  Klitett^  spoke  in  support  of  the  bill.  He 
adverted  to  the  numerous  petitions  wiiich  had 
been  presented  in  favor  of  this  bill,  from  various 
classes  of  society,  as  affording  the  strongest  evi- 
dence this  House  could  have  in  favor  of  the  measure 
nov^  before  the  House.  He  recounted  the  details 
of  the  operation  of  these  auction  aales  as  convert- 
ing the  whole  business  of  trade  into  a  aystem  of 
hazard  and  t>f  chance,  havine  a  most  demoralizing 
effect)  and«  whateFer  gepuemen  mi^ht  aay^  he 
coateoded toia  itfaaa  eonsidenuttoa  cntidad  to tke 
re^pectof  thia  Hoaae4«Nonr  Gtorerafneail  itsdf  being 
founded  i9D<piiblic  motak*  He  added  many  otber 
aIgnll[leat^  a«d  iavoked  the  pavaHtal  caw  of  Con- 
greM  to  theaaking  Awferieaa  mamiuiaetuici  and 
merchant  fitnn  the  effbctof  these  sale^  at  auction 
for  the  benefit  of -foreign  competitors,  dl^. 

Mr.  BALnwin  agftin  spoke  m  support  of  the  bill. 
He  did  not  consider  the  duty  of  ten  per  cent  as  a 
prohibitory  dutr:  it  was  not  he  said,  intended  to 
be  such,  nor  dia  he  believe,  from  all  the  informa- 
tion he  nad  received,  that  it  would  have  that  ope- 
ration* He  examined  more  fully  the  deleterious 
operation  of  the  present  system  of  trade,  dbc.,  and 
argued  that  anticipations  of  puocUiality  ia  the  fu- 
ture payment  of  duties  ought  not  to  be  formed  on 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on 
that  subject ;  and  that  it  waaid  not  be  aurnnaiBg 
if  the  loss  this  year,  by  failnrea,  dbc^  skould  eqov 
the  losses  of  the  thirty  years  preceding',  or  ooefflii- 
lion  of  dollara. 

Mr.  JoBKeoN}  of  Virginia,  again  addressed  the 
House,  and  replied  to  Mr.  Baldwii«^0  ajgunents ; 
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maintaining  the  importance  to  this  nation  of  com- 
merce and  navigation,  both  which  the  system  of 
which  this  bill  was  a  part,  went  to  destroy;  and 
this,  after  a  bloody  but  victorious  war  bad  been 
commenced  and  maintained  for  free  trade  and  sail- 
ors' rights.  Having  achieved  at  such  a  sacrifice 
these  great  objects,  ne  deprecated  their  surrender, 
by  the  policy  proposed  by  the  system  of  which  this 
bill  was  a  part,  ttc. 

Mr.  Meiqs,  of  New  York,  entered  into  a  series 
of  argaments,  and  referred  to  a  number  of  facts,  to 
show  the  beneficial  operation  which  this  bill  would, 
to  a  certain  degree,  have  on  the  domestic  industry 
of  the  nation  generally;  to  which  great  object  he 
was  friendly.  Though,  therefore,  the  bill  might 
s^ord,  perhaps^  but  little  aid  to  manufactures,  he 
was  in  favor  oi  it 

The  qnestion  was  then  taken  on  reducing  the 
duty,  in  the  above  section,  from  ten  per  cent,  to 
two  and  a  half  per  cent. ;  and  was  negatived  with- 
out a  count. 

Mr.  Sthono,  of  New  York,  then,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  destroying  the  bill,  moved  to  strike  out 
the  first  section  thereof,  and  followed  his  motion 
by  a  speech  of  some  length  against  the  bill,  con- 
tending that  the  sales  proposed  to  be  so  hifi^hly 
taxed,  were  not  injurious  to  the  interest  of  the 
community ;  that,  whether  the  tax  was  intended 
for  prohibition  or  for  revenue  it  would  be  partial, 
and  would  be  defeated  by  the  sales  of  goods  in 
commission  stores,  dbc. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  the  first  section  was 
negatived— ayes  51,  noes  75. 

Mr.  Butler,  of  New  Hampshire,  then  moved  to 
strike  out  ten,  and  insert  five  per  cent. 

Mr.  Weni>ovbr  moved  to  strike  out  ten,  and  in- 
sert eight. 

The  latter  motion,  being  fiivt  tried,  was  neg- 
atived. 

The  motion  to  substitute  five  per  cent,  for  ten 
-was  also  negatived — ayes  64,  noes  70. 

Mr.  CuLBRBTH  moved  to  strike  out  ten,  and  in- 
sert six  per  cent ;  which  motion  he  made  because 
he  was  triendlv  to  the  object  of  the  bill,  and  be- 
cause be  ieareo  that,  unless  the  duty  were  reduced, 
due  bill  would  be  lost. 

Thia  motion  was  also  negatived. 

Mr.  8mitb,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  strike  out 
tbe  duty  of  two  per  cent,  on  sales  of  groceries,  &c. ; 
and  in  lieu  thereof  to  insert  one  per  cent  The 
motion  was  agreed  to. 

Various  amendments  were  then  successivelv 
offered  to  the  details  of  the  bill,  some  of  whicn 
i^ere  accepted,  and  many  rejected ;  in  the  propo- 
sition or  discussion  of  which,  Messrs.  Smith  of 
Maryland,  Baldwin,  Culbreth,  Wemdover, 
'Whitman,  Silsbee,  Foot,  Hill,  McLean  of 
Kentucky,  Beecher,  and  Nelson  of  Virginia, 
i?rere  most  active. 

The  bill  was  so  amended,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
BALnwiN,  as  to  take  effect  from  and  after  the  30th 
of  Jane  next. 

The  bill  having  been  eone  through,  and  the 
blanks  therein  all  filled,  tEe  Committee  rose  and 
reported  the  bill  and  amendments  to  the  House, 
16th  CoH.  1st  8S88.--69 


and  the  amendments  were  all  concurred  in ;  and, 
after  receiving  some  further  modification, 

Mr.  Tracy,  of  New  York,  moved  that  the  biU 
be  indefinitely  postponed;  which  motion  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative  by  yeas  and  nays — for  in- 
definite postponement  66,  against  it  83,  as  fol* 
lows: 

YsAS^Meifri,  Abbot,  Alexander,  Andsrton>  Archer 
of  Virginia,  Ball,  fiarbour,  Bayly,  Bryan,  Buffaoiy 
BurweJl,  Butler  of  Loaiftiana,  Cannon,  Cobb,  Cocka^ 
Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Denniaon,  Earie,  £ddy,  Edwards 
of  Connecticut,  Edwarda  of  North  Carolina,  Fiaher, 
Floyd,  Fuller,  Fullerton,  Garnett,  Groaa  of  Pennsyl- 
▼ania.  Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  North  Carolina, 
Hardin,  Heiater,  Holmea,  Hooks,  Johntoa,  Jones  of 
Tenneasee,  Kent,  Livermore,  Lowndea,  Maclaj,  Me* 
Coy,  Mercer.  Monell,  Neale,  Nelaon  of  Maaaachuaetta, 
Nelaon  of  Virginia,  Overatreet,  Parker  of  Virginia, 
Piockney,  Pindall,  Reed,  Rhea,  Ringgold,  Settle,  Sils- 
bee, Slocumb,  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Strong  of  New 
York,  Swearingen,  Tarr,  Terrell,  Tracy,  Tucker  of 
Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Walker,  Wai^ 
field,  and  Williams  of  North  Carolina. 

Nais — Meaars.  Adamit,  Allen  of  Tenneaaee,  Archer 
of  Maryland,  Baker,  Baldwin,  Bateman,  Beeehei^ 
Bloomfield»  Boden,  Brown,  Butler  of  New  Hamp- 
ahire,  Campbell,  Caae,  Clagett,  Clark,  Cook,  Crafts, 
Crawford,  Culbretb,  Cuahman,  Darlington,  Dowse^ 
Edwards  of  Pennaylvania,  Ervin,  Folger,  Foot,  For- 
rest,  Groae  of  North  Carolina,  Guyon,  Hackley,  Hall 
of  Delaware,  Hendricks,  Hibahman,  Hill,  Hoatetter, 
Jones  of  Virginia,  Kinaey,  Kinaley,  Little,  Linn,  Me- 
Creary,  McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentucky, 
Mallary,  Maaon,  Meiga,  Metcalf,  R.  Moore,  S.  Moore, 
Morton,  Murray,  Newton,  Parker  cif  Masaachusetts, 
Patterson,  Philaon,  Pitcher,  Plumer,  Rankin,  Rich, 
Robertson,  Rogers,  Roaa,  Ruaa,  Sampaoo,  Sawyer^ 
Sergeant,  Shaw,  Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jeraey,  Smith 
of  Maryland,  Southard,  Stevens,  Storrs,  Street,  Taylor, 
Tompkins,  Trimble,  Van  Renaaelaer,  Wallace,  Wea- 
dover,  Whitman,  Williama  of  Virginia,  and  Wood. 

Mr.  Bdtlbr,  of  New  Hampshire,  renewed  the 
motion  to  strike  out  ten  and  insert ^ve  per  cent,  aa 
the  duty ;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called,  but 
refused.    The  motion  was  lost 

JMr.  Storrs  moved  to  strike  out  ten  and  insert 
three  per  cent. ;  which  was  also  negatived- 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  strike  out 
the  thirteenth  section,  which  provides  that  if  any 
goods  imported  shall  sell  for  moi«  than  the  prime 

cost  an  additional  duty  of per  cent,  shall  be 

laid  on  such  sale. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CuLBRETH  renewed  his  motion  to  strikeout 
ten,  and  insert  aix  per  cent;  which  was  negatived. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ordering  the 
bill  to  oe  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time,  and 
decided  in  the  negative — yeas  72,  nays  77,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YxAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Tenneaaee,  Baker, 
Baldwin,  Bateman,  Beecher,  BloomiKeid,  Boden, 
Brown,  Campbell,  Caae,  Clark,  Cook,  Crawford,  Cul- 
breth,  Cuabman,  Darlington,  Dowae,  Edwards  of  Penn- 
ey I  vania,  Ervin,  Folger,  Foot,  Forrcat,  GroM  of  New 
York,  Guyon,  Hackley,  Hall  of  Delaware,  Hendricks^ 
Hibahman,  Hill,  HoaUtter,  Kinaey,  Kinsley,  Little, 
Linn,  McCreary,  McLane  of  Delawaiey  McLean  of 
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MmAnckj,  Mallvj,  Mmod,  Meigs,  R.  Moore,  8. 
Moore,  Morton.  Newton,  Pirker  of  MaaMchutetta, 
Fattervoni  Pbilaon,  Rich,  Roberteon,  Rogers,  Ross, 
Ross,  Sampson,  Sawjer,  Sergeant,  Shaw,  Slosn, 
8mkb  of  If  ew  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Soathacd, 
Stevens,  Street.  Strong  of  Vermont,  Tavlor,  Tompkins, 
Trimble,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Wendover,  Whit- 
man, and  Wood. 

niTs— Messrs.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Archer  of 
MaryJabd,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Ball,  Bsrbour,  Bsyly, 
Bfysn,  Buffnm,  Burton,  Burwell,  Butler  of  New 
Hampshire,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Cannon,  Clagett, 
Cobb,  Cocke,  Crafts,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Dennison, 
Earle,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of 
Worth  Carolina,  Fisher,  Ployd,  Fuller,  Fullerton, 
Oamett,  Gross  of  Pennsylvanis,  Hall  of  New  York, 
Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Hardin,  Heister,  Holmes, 
Hooks,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Jones  of  Tennes- 
see, Keot,LiTermore,  Lowndes,  Maclay,  McCoy,  Mer- 
wr,  Metealf,  MoneU,  Murray,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Nelson  of  Virginia,  Overstreet,  Parker  of 
"tPirginia,  Plnckney,  Pindal),  Plumcr,  Rankin,  Rhea, 
Ringgold,  Settle,  Silsbee,  Simkins,  Slocumb,  Smith  of 
North  Carolina,  Storrs,  Strong  of  New  York,  Swear- 
ingen,  Tarr,  Terrell,  Tracy,  Tucker  of  Virginia, 
tucker  of  South  CaroUna,  Walker,  WarBeld,  Wil- 
liams of  Virginia,  and  Williams  of  North  Carolina. 

A^d  so  the  said  bill  was  rejected. 
.  Afr.  BuTLSB,  of  New  Hampshire)  then  moved 
ii^tf  the  Havse  do  reconsider  the  vote  just  taken 
on  the  question  to  engross  the  said  bU ;  when  the 
HoQSft  Adjourned. 


Wedx(£8Day,  May  3. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
ftom  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  copy 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  court  martial  in  the  trjal 
ot*  Colonel  William  Kinff,  of  the  4th  regiment  of 
infantry,  and  a  copy  of  tne  orders  and  documents 
connected  therewitn.  communicated  in  obedience 
to  the  resolution  of  the  18th  of  April  last ;  which 
was  i^erred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

The  diHSAKBR  also  laid  before  the  House  a  let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury^  transmit- 
tingmindTy  documents  and  statements  m  relation 
to  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  Depart- 
mMit  fbr  Indian  Afairs,  oommunicated  in  obedi- 
ec»e«  to  the  reBolotion  of  the  10th  ultimo ;  which 
w^n  tetered  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Aflhirs. 

Mr.  SifiTff,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  was  referred  tbtt 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  of  the  23d  of 
D^ember  last,  reported  a  bill  to  increase  the  num- 
ber of  clerks  in  the  Departmen^t  of  War;  which 
W|M  raiid  twice,  a94  commiUed  to  a  Committer  of 
ifa^i.WWte  to-morrow. 

Oa  iMtioA  of  Mr.  Wiluamb,  of  North  Caro* 
Una,  the  House  took  up  and  proceeded  to  consider 
the  resolution  submitted  by  him  on  the  29th  ulti- 
mo, for  the  appointment  of  a  standing  committee 
to  be  denominated  '^The  Committee  on  Agricul- 
ture.;" and  the  resolution  was  agreed  to  b^  the 
House;  and  ordered  that  the  committee  consist, of 
a^Ten  members. 

tftct  Mmosa  moTed  that  the  House  do  now  pro^ 
oaed  ta.  consider  the  bill  to  pioyide  foe  dothuigi 


the  militia  when  called  into  the  aemce  of  the 
United  States;  which  motion  was  reje^nd  by  the 
House. 

The  House  took  up  and  proceeded  to  consida 
the  joint  resokition  to  extend  the  use  of  die  Li- 
brary of  Congress  to  the  Secietaiy  of  the  Senate 
find  to  the  CUrk  of  the  House  of  RepreseatatiTes, 
during  the  recess  of  Congress;  and  the  said  reso* 
lution  being  amended  at  the  Clerk's  table, 

Mr.  Smith,  of  North  Caroliaa,  mored  further 
to  amend  the  same,  by  indnding  therein  the  Su- 
perintendent of  the  Patent  Office;  which  motion 
was  rejected. 

The  resolution  was  then  ordered  to  be  e&grosaed 
and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  of  this  Honse, 
entitled  '*An  act  for  the  relief  of  Abijah  Hunl  and 
William  Gordon  Forman,"  with  an  amendment, 
in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill 
for  the  rdief  of  the  heirs  of  Abijah  Hvot  were 
agreed  to. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  John 
H.  Piatt  was  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill  which  authorizes  a  settleineat  of  Mr4 
Piatt's  acooi^ats  on  equitable  principles,  gave  rise 
to  a  debate  of  considerable  length,  in  wUbh  auiny 
gentlemen  engaged. 

At  length  the  question  was  taken  on  tte  pas- 
sage of  the  bill,  and  decided  in  the  affinnatiTe. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  ^  further  to  regalate 
the  Medical  Department  of  the  Army,"  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  pa^ised. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  Susan- 
nah Stewart  was  also  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

CHARTER  OF  WASHINGTON. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill 
from  the  Senate  for  renewing  and  ammding  the 
Charter  of  the  City  of  Waahtogtoin,  with  the 
amendments  ther^  reported  by  tfie  eeaonittee  of 
this  HcRiae,  These  amendaaents  propoaai  pcinci- 
paliy^  that  the  election  of  Mayor  shall  behy  Elec- 
tors, instead  of  by  the  peoi^,  as  the  bill  preseiibes; 
and  that  the  city  shall  be  diridied  itla  Jf^  inatead 
of  9ix  wards.  These  amendmeata  nvre  ape  agreed 
to,  thm^  some  o&hers  of  lets  importenoa-were^ 

hfr.  $Ta««T  then  moved  ta-am^  the  bill  by 
strikinjf  out  the  clause  emfioweving  the  oorpon- 
tion  of  the  city  to  authorize  lotteries  :fer  the  pur- 
poses of  public  improvement ;  which  motion,  after 
some  little  debate,  was  agreed  to.  Aad^  thus 
amended,  the  bill  waa  ordmd  t«^be  read  a  third 
time  to-flv>m»w. 

ADJOURfTMinfT  OP  OeNORESB. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideiatioa 
of  the  Senate's  resolution,  proposing  to  £l  a  day 
for  the  adjournment  of  Congress. 

The  question  being  on  what  day  to  fix  for  the 
adjournment — 

Mr.  LowNOEs,  on  the  ground  of  a  doubt  whe- 
ther the  House  could  now  decide  by  what  <lay  it 
could  get  through  the  business  necessaiy  to  be 
done^  moTed  to  u^  the  tmslre  again  on  the  tabl& 
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On  tbb  motioti  aros^  a  debtiltory  debate,  in 
which  Messrs.  Lowkdes.  Robgrtsoiv,  Holmes, 
Foot,  Ploti>,  Rbea,  walker,  and  Sergeant, 
took  pan. 

In  the  coarse  of  this  debate,  Mr.  Holmes  sug- 
gested tbAt  it  vras  more  tkan  probaMe  that  a  com- 
mnnicaiion  would  shortly  be  made  to  Congress  by 
the  EiecQtiTe,  respecting  onr  foreign  affairs,  whicn 
wonld  require  two  or  three  days'  deliberation. 

On  this  suggestion,  Mr.  Ployb  remarked,  in 
advocating  an  early  adjonrnment,  that  he  should 
yet  not  be  unwilling  to  sit  bnger,  if  there  was  any 
occasion  for  legislation  in  respect  to  our  relations 
with  Spain ;  but  on  that  subject  the  House  had  had 
messaze,  and  report,  and  re-report,  until  he  was 
retninded  of  &e  fable  of  the  shepherd  and  the 
w\)lf,  &c. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table 
was  nmtived  by  a  small  majority. 

Mr.  NlffWTON  then  mored  to  postpone  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  resolution  to  Saturday 
nextj  on  which  day,  he  said,  it  was  expected  that 
a  message  would  be  transmitted  by  the  Elecutire, 
eontamin^  information  respecting  our  relations 
with  Spain,  without  which  it  would  be  hi^Iy  im- 
poHtie  to  ad^om. 

This  motion  was  negatived. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  fixing. on  the 
eighth  day  of  this  month  Tnext  Monday)  for  ad- 
joarnment,  and  negatived  by  a  considerable  ma- 
jority. 

Mr.  Tbihbus  then  moved  to  fix  on  the  12th 
instant,  as  the  day  of  adjournment ;  which  motion 
was  also  negatived. 

Mr.  HoLMsa  then  moved  to  fix  on  the  Idth  for 
adjournment;  which  was  agreed  to;  and,  thus 
amended,  the  resolution  was  passed,  and  returned 
to  the  Senate  for  coacwrei^ce  in  the  amendment 

DUTIES  0«r  SALES  AT  AtTCTlON. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  motion,  depending 
on  yesterday's  adjoumaiient,to  reconsider  the  vote 
rejecting  the  bill  for  laying  duties  on  sales  at  auc- 
tion.   WhereQfx>n. 

Mr.  BuTUUi»  of  New  Hampshire;  withdrew  his 
aoid  motion,  and  sabmitted  the  following  resokt- 
tioo: 

lUtohtd^  That  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasary  be 
directed  to  ceoMDiiinoate  to  thw  Houta»  set  the  eom- 
moncement  of  the  next  seMion  of  CoDgiess,  an  etti- 
mote  of  the  de$cil  in  the  revenue,  whloh  may  ulti- 
mately arin  from  the  adoption  of  the  proposed  teiifft 
and  alee  what  emoaot  of  revenue  may  be  derived 
from  a  datj  on  sales  at  auction  and  on  •piritaous 
liquors  diatiUed  from  grain  and  other  domestic  ma- 
terials. 

And  the  question  being  taken,  that  the  House 
do  now  proceed  to  consider  the  said  resolution^  it 
was  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  STonB0  then  renewed  the  motion  to  recon^ 
aider  the  vote  rejecting  the  bill  laying  duties  oh 
certain  sales  at  auction. 

And  after  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  lAvtCKtP 
and  Mr.  Woon  in  favor  of  reoon»deration,  and 
ftom  Mr.  Waam&n  in  favor  of  a  postponemetit 
ci^  t^moryaif*'}  whieh  wii»  negatived  r  the  question 


was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  on  Mr.  StorK$*8  mch 
tion,  and  decided  in  the  amrmative — yeas  84,  nays 
63,  as  follows: 

YvAa-^Mettrs  Adams,  Allen  of  New  York,  Bakeri 
Baldwin,  Bateman,  Beecher,  Btodmfield,  Browa, 
Brush,  Butler  o(  New  Hampshire,  Campbell,  Case, 
Clark,  Cocke,  Cook,  Crawford,  Colbreth,  Cnshmen, 
Darlington,  Dennison,  Dewitt,  Dlckimon,  Dowse, 
Edwards  of  Pa.,  Folger,  Foot,  Ford,  Forreet,  Groee 
of  New  York,  Oayon,  Hackley,  Hall  of  New  Yotfci 
Hall  of  Delaware,  Hendricks,  Herriek,  Hill,  Hoetetiev, 
Kendall,  Kinsey,  Kinslej,  Little,  Linn,  Lynttn,  Me* 
Creary,  HcLane  of  Delaware,  MeLeei|  of  Kentudky^ 
Mattery,  Mason,  Metgi,  Metcal^  it  Moore,  8.  Bi(ooi9| 
Morton,  Murray,  Newton,  Parker  of  Maseatehaeetts^ 
Patterson,  Philton,  Rich,  Richmond,  Rogers,  Roas^^ 
Rase,  SanpMn,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Shaw,  Sloait, 
Sovith  of  New  Jemey,  Snith  of  Mai^Iend,  SonlharAj 
Sterns,  Storre^  Street,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Terr,  Tayt 
lor,  Temllnaen,  Tompldas,  Trimble^  Tneker  of  Yifw 
ginia,  yi  allaee,  Wendover,  and  Wood. 

NiTe^^Meeire.  Abbet,  Alexander,  Andeieon,  Ar^ 
cher  of  Marylaod,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Ball,  Batbooi^ 
Bayly,  Bieverd,  Biysn,  Burton,  Butler  of  LeaMaai^ 
Ceirnon,  Clegett^  Crafta,  Cfowelt,  Oothbert,  BarTe, 
Bddy,  Edwarde  of  Conneetieott  Edwards  of  N<»lll 
CaroliBa,  Fisher,  Fuller,  Follerton,  Garnett,  Ghoes  of 
Penosylvann,  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Hardin,  Heia* 
ter,  Holmea,  Hooks,  Johneon,  Jdnee  of  Virginia,  Kent, 
Liveraiore,  Lowndes,  Meeley,  McCoy,  Marahand,  Mer* 
cer,  Neale»  Nelson  of  MeeSAchoietts,  Nelson  of  Virgi- 
nia, Overstreet,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Pincka^,  Pindidl, 
Plumer,  Rankin,  Rbee,  Ringgold,  Settle,  Silsbee, 
Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Strong  of  New  York,  Swear* 
ingen,  Terrell,  Tracy,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  War^ 
Held,  Williama  of  Virginia,  and  Williams  of  North 
Carolina. 

The  bill  then  received  sundry  amendments. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Baldwin,  the  duty  of  ten  per 
cent,  on  sales  of  certain  enumerated  articles  (dry 
goods,  dcc.j)  was  stricken  out,  so  as  to  leave  that 
item  blank. 

Various  rates  of  duty  were  proposed  by  way  of 
subetitute  to  the  ten  per  cent;  viz: 

Mr.  STonftB  proposed /aur  per  cent. 

Mr.  Sebqeant  proposed  Miomamd  a  %aJlf* 

Mr*  DsNXf  isoN  piopoeed  ClWw. 

Mr.  Ca8B  proposed  nz, 

Mr.  Tracy  proposed  Vmo. 

Mr.  Taylor  proposed  d^iU. 

The  question  was  fii^t  taken  on  the  hijghest  rate 
proposed,  {tkjhJk  per  cent..)  and  negatived;  the 
question  on  the  two  neirt  highest  rates  proposed^ 
as  above,  wer^  also  deciddd  lA  thfe  negative;  but 

On  the  question  to  fill  the  blank  with  ^.p^ 
cent.,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative.        '  "L^ 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McLcAifj  of  Kentuc^.'tfie 
UHwas  amended  by  striking  out  the  words^*'oA 
articles  manufactured  in  the  United  State^,''oiie 
doDar."  '  .^ 

Mr.  EhiNKiEfoif  moved  to  amcrid  the  bill  by  3tfflr- 
ing  out  the  following  clause:  ,^      "^  ' 

"And  if  any  goods,  wares,  and  merchandi^,  "Vr  w 
sold  at  aUdtion  In  any  other  ™*""®^>  g^  .'^.f^J.^ 
quantities,  dimensions,  or  weight,  than  tod^c^  di^nftwim 
nfthb  original  bales  or  packages  in  whijftt^  thH^ffilll 
hate  been  imported,  there  shall  be  levieViM^krift 
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additional  sum  of  five  dollarf  for  every  hundred  dol- 
lars of  the  purchase  money  arising  from  such  sales. 

And  the  question  on  this  motion  was  decided 
in  the  negative.  ,   ,      , 

Mr.  Cdlbreth  then  moved  to  amend  the  above 
clause  by  striking  out  the  word  fivt^  and  insert- 
ing in  lieu  thereof,  two  and  a  half.  And  the  mo- 
tion was  negatived. 

The  question  was  at  length  taken  on  ordering 
the  bill  to  be  emossed  for  a  third  reading,  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative— yeas  93,  nays  58,  as 

follows;  «,,,,« 

Ybas— Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  New  York,  Ba- 
ker, BsJdwin,  Bateman,  Beecher,  Bloomfield,  Brown, 
Brush,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Campbell,  Case, 
Clagett,  Clark,  Cocke,  Cook,  Crawford,  Culbreth, 
Gusbman,  Darliogton,  Dennison,  Dewitt,  Dickin- 
son, Dowse,  Earle,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Ervin, 
Folger,  Foot,  Fofd,  Forrest,  Fuller,  Gross  of  New 
York,  Guyon,  Hackley,  HaU  of  New  York,  Hall  of 
Delaware,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hill,  HosteUer,  Jones 
of  Tennessee,  Kendall,  Kinsey,  Kinsley,  Little,  Linn, 
Lyman,  Mct^rcary,  McLane  of  Delaware,  Mclioan  of 
Kentucky,  Mallary,  Marcfaand,  Mason,  Meigs,  Metcali; 
B.  Moore,  8.  Moore,  Monell,  Morton,  Murray,  New- 
ton, Parker  of  Massachusetts.  Patterson,  Pbilson, 
Plumer,  Rankin,  Rich,  Richmond,  Rogers,  Ross,Russ, 
aanpaoo,  8awver,  Sergeant,  Shaw,  Sloan,  Smith  of 
Naw  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Southard,  Stevens, 
Storrs,  Stivet,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Taylor,  Tomlinson, 
Tompkins,  Trimble,  Van  Reosselser,  Wallace,  Wend- 
erer,  Williama  of  Virginia,  and  Wood. 

Nats — Messrs.  Abbot,  Aleiander,  Anderson,  Ar^ 
cfaer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Ball,  Bayly, 
Brevani,  Bryan,  Buffum,  Burton,  Butler  of  Loo iaiana. 
Cannon,  Cobb,  Crafts,  Crowell,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert, 
Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  North 
Carolina,  Fisher,  Fullerton,  Garnett,  Gross  of  Penn- 

Slvania,  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Hardin,  Heister, 
olmes,  Hooks,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Kent, 
liivermore,  Lowndes,  Mactay,  McCoy,  Mercer,  Neale, 
Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Over- 
atreet,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Pinrkney,  Pindall,  Rhea, 
Binggold,  Settle,  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Strong 
of  New  York  Swearingen,  Tarr,  Terrell,  Tracy, 
Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  War- 
ilald  and  Williams  of  North  Carolina. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time  to-morrow. 


Thursday,  May  4. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Woodbbidob,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  was  directed  to  prepare  and  report  to 
this  House,  at  tUe  next  session  of  Congress,  such 
modification  of  the  existing  system  resulating  the 
commerce,' navigation,  and  revenue  of  the  United 
Btates,  as  he  may  consider  necessary,  and  pecu- 
Uady  applicable  to  the  northern  and  northwestern 
iprpntier  thereof. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  they  have  passed  the  bill  of  this  House,  en- 
titled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  represen- 
tatives of  Henry  Vl^illis,  deceased,"  with  an  amend- 
ment. And  they  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  revive  the  powers  of  the  Commissioners  for 
/^certaioing;  and  deciding  on  claims  to  land  in  the 
^s|rij|u  Qf-Betroit  j  and  for  aettling  the  claims  to 


land  at  Green  Bav  and  Prairie  des  Chiens,  in  the 
Territory  of  Micnigan ;"  in  which  amendment 
and  bill  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

A  resolution  on  its  third  reading,  for  extending 
the  use  of  the  Library  of  Congress  to  certain  offi- 
cers of  the  Government,  in  addition  to  those  who 
are  now  allowed  the  use  of  it,  gave  rise  to  some 
objections  from  Mr.  LivEBMORBand  Mr.  Tatlob, 
the  latter  of  whom  moved  to  postpone  the  same 
indefinitely.  The  objections  were,  that  the  exten- 
sion of  the  permission  to  take  the  books  oat  of  the 
Library  would  tend  to  impair  and  deface  what  was 
intended  for  the  ornament  as  well  as  for  the  ex- 
clusive use  of  Congress;  that,  if  the  use  of  the 
Library  was  extended  as  proposed,  it  ought  also  to 
be  further  extended  on  the  same  principles — but 
that  it  was  altogether  needless  to  pass  the  resolve, 
inasmuch  as  the  Library  was  open  three  times  a 
week  during  the  recess,  and  daily  daring  the  ses- 
sion, and  might  be  consulted  at  pleasure  by  the 
officers  in  question. 

The  motion  for  indefinite  postponement  was 

agreed  to. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  revive  the  powers 
of  the  Commissioners,  for  deciding  on  land  claims 
in  the  district  of  Detroit,  &c.,  was  twice  read  and 
referred  to  the  Committeeon  Private  Land  Claims. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  entitled,  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Ic^al 
representatives  of  Henry  Willis,  deceased,"  was 
read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

DUTIES  ON  SALES  AT  AUCTION. 

The  engrossed  bill  lay inp^  duties  on  certain  sales 
at  auction  was  read  the  third  time. 

[This  bill  proposes  to  lay  a  duty  on  all  sales  of 
foreign  goods  at  auction,  (except  sales  under  judi- 
cial process,  &c.,)— of  one  per  cent,  on  the  amount 
of  eaies  of  groceries,  and  that  class  of  articles,  and 
of  five  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  sales  of  woollens, 
cottons,  and  certain  other  manufactured  articles.] 

Mr.  Rbea  delivered  at  length  his  views  in  de- 
cided opposition  to  the  bitt. 

Mr.  Wbndovbb  made  some  remarks  in  reply  to 
Mr.  Rhea,  and  stated  a  number  of  facts  illustratlTe 
of  the  extent  and  nature  of  the  auctioa  business, 
and  its  injurious  operation  on  the  retailing  business. 

Mr.  Rhea  made  a  few  observations  in  reply  to 
Mr.  Wbmdovbb. 

Mr.  Maclat  aasiffued  the  reasons  why  he  sboJoLd 
vote  against  the  bill. 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  said  bill  was 
then  taken  by  yeas  ana  nays,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative :  For  the  passageof  the  hill  89,  against 
it  61,  as  follows: 

YiAS — MesarF.  Adams,  Allen  of  Tenneiiae,  Baker, 
Baldwin,  Bateman,  Beechar,  Boden,  Brown,  Bnwfa, 
Batler  of  New  Hampshire,  Campbell,  Case,  CUfett, 
Clark,  Cocke,  Cook,  Crawford,  Culbreth,  Codimmn» 
Darlington,  Dennison,  Dewitt,  BtckinMMi,  Dowa^ 
Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Enrin,  Folger,  Foot,  Fofd, 
Forrast,  Faller,  Gross  of  New  York,  Guyon,  Haekf«y, 
Hall  of  New  York,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  HttI,  KpadidJ, 
Kinaey, '  Kinsley,  Liitie,  Linn,  Lyman,  McCreary, 
McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mallary, 
Marcband,  Maaon,  Meigs,  Metcalf,  R.  Jteore,  8. 
Moore^  Monell,  Muiray,  Newton,  Parkei  of  Mi 
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chusetto,  Patterson,  Philfon,  Plamer,  Ranlcin,  Rich, 
Bicb moody  RobertMn,  Rogers,  Ross,  Russ,  Sampson, 
Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Shaw,  Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jersey, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Southard,  Sterens,  Storrs,  Street, 
Strong  of  Vermont,  TayJor,  Tomlinson,  Tompkins, 
Trimble,  Tan  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Wendover,  Wil- 
liams ef  Virginia,  and  Wood. 

Navs— Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Anderson,  Ar« 
cher  of  Maryland,  Arclier  of  Virginia,  Bail,  Barbour, 
Bayly*  Bryan,  Bufium,  Burton,  Burweli,  Butler  of 
lioutsiaDa,  Cannon,  Cobb,  Crafts,  Cul paper,  Cuthbert, 
£ddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Bdwards  of  North 
Carolina,  Fisher,  FloyJ,  FuUerton,  Garnett,  Gross  of 
Pennsylvania,  Hardin,  Haxard,  Heisler,  Holmes, 
Hooks,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Kent,  Lowndes, 
Maday,  McCoy,  Mercer,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Massachu- 
setts, Nelson  of  Virginia,  Overstreet,  Parker  of  Vir- 
ginia, Pinrkney,  Pindall,  Pitcher,  Reed,  Rhea,  Ring- 
gold, Settle,  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Strong  of  New 
York,  Swearingen,  Tarr,  Terrell,  Trary,  1'ucker  of 
Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Walker,  Warfield, 
and  Wiliiama  of  North  Carolina. 

So  the  bill  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate 
for  concurrence. 

THE  LOAN  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the 
Hoiise  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  or  the 
lYhole,  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  borrow  two  millions  of  dollars, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

A  debate  arose  on  the  provisions  of  this  bill, 
which  occupied  the  remainder  of  the  day's  sitting. 
What  follows  will  serve  to  show  the  course  of  the 
debate. 

Mr.  8itiTB,  of  Maryland,  briefly  explained  the 
several  provisions  of  the  bill,  and  announced  his 
intention  to  propose,  in  consequence  of  the  proposed 
extent  of  the  loan,  (for  twelve  years,)  that  the  in- 
terest to  be  paid  thereon  should  be  limited  to  five 
per  cent,  [if  it  cannot  be  borrowed  at  this  rate, 
It  may  be  raised  by  a  temporary  loan,  at  six  per 
cent.,  which  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  is  to  be 
authorized  to  lend.] 

Mr.  TRiMBLBof  Kentucky,  moved  to  strike  out 
^  two,"  and  insert  *^five"  in  the  first  section,  so  as 
to  create  a  loan  for  five  millions,  instead  of  two. 

Mr.  T.  began  by  saying,  that  the  first  section  of 
the  bill  proposes  a  loan  of  two  millions,  and  the 
last  section  enacts  that  the  balance  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  (which  is  92,378,398)  shall  be  applied,  in 
aid  of  the  loan,  to  make  good  the  deficit  of  1820. 
It  would,  therefore,  be  proper  to  keep  the  whole 
1^1  in  Tiew  upon  the  motion.  If  it  was  the  plea- 
sure of  the  House  that  the  balance  of  the  Sinxing 
Fund  should  be  so  applied,  then  a  loan  of  three 
millions  would  be  necessary :  perhaps  more,  cer- 
tainly not  less.  If  it  was  intended  to  leave  the 
Sinking  Fund  to  act  upon  its  legitimate  objects, 
then  a  loan  of  &rt  millions  must  be  made.  He 
-was  decidedly  hostile  to  the  proposed  application, 
or  rather  misapplication,  of  the  balance  of  the 
Sinking  Fund.  It  was  his  settled  opinion  that 
the  ten  millions  of  dollars  appropriated  for  the 
redemption  of  the  public  debt  was  pledged  invio* 
lably  tor  that  purpose,  and  that  it  would  be  a 
breach  of  national  faith  to  divert  it  to  other  ob- 


jects, except  in  time  of  war,  agreeably  to  the  7th 
section  of  the  law  of  March,  1817,  by  which  the 
fund  was  enlarged  to  ten  millions.  He  read  sev- 
eral paragraphs,  from  acts  of  Congress,  in  sup- 
port of  his  opinion,  and  commented  at  some  length 
upon  the  operation  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  and  the 
impropriety  of  changing  the  system^  for  the  sake 
of  saving  appearances.  This  proposition,  he  said, 
presents  two  questions : 

1st.  Is  the  fund  pledged  to  redeem  the  national 
debt?    And,  if  not, 

2d.  Would  it  be  sound  policy  to  appropriate  it 
to  other  objects  ? 

He  had  expressed  his  decided  opinion,  that  it 
was  pledged ;  and,  if  it  was  not,  he  was  against 
the  policy  of  the  measure.  It  would  form  a  pre- 
cedent which  he  could  not  tolerate.  He  could 
recollect  of  no  instance  in  which  a  sinking  fund, 
either  here  or  in  Europe,  had  been  withdrawn,  in 
time  of  peace,  from  its  proper  purposes.  Ought 
we  at  this  session  to  set  an  example  so  pemiciousi 
If,  said  he,  there  is  any  one  event  which  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  desire  above  all  others,  it 
is  the  total  extinguishment  of  the  public  debt 
They  at  least  have  a  right  to  consider  the  fund  as 
pledged.  They  ask  you,  what  progress  you  are 
making  in  the  redemption  of  the  debt  ?  And  what 
is  your  answer  ?  Why.  sir,  a  bill  containing  two 
of  the  most  odious  fiscal  propositions  which  could 
be  ofiered  to  the  nation — a  loan,  and  a  diversion 
of  the  Sinking  Fund  to  the  current  expenses  of 
the  year.  He  ur^ed  other  reasons  against  the 
proposition,  and  said  that  he  would  leave  it  with 
the  committee,  and  turn  his  attention  to  the  first 
section. 

A  loan,  said  he,  is  wanted  this  year,  and  ano- 
ther next ;  we  are  fairly  afloat  upon  the  plank  of 
loans,  and,  whether  we  shall  push  the  debt  off,  or 
it  push  us,  is  a  problem  which  he  would  leave  for 
time  and  tide  to  solve. 

He  was  dissatisfied  with  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee. He  was  so  understood  by  the  chairman ; 
and  he  had  given  notice  that  he  should  make  the 
motion  which  he  had  submitted.  He  commended 
so  much  of  the  report  as  recommends  retrench- 
ment, and  ffave  it  his  warmest  approbation.  But 
he  objected  to  some  of  the  fiscal  facts,  the  ar- 
rangement which  had  been  made  of  them,  and 
the  conclusions  drawn  from  them.  He  had  al- 
readjr  shown  that  the  proposed  application  of  the 
Sinking  Fund  is  a  breach  of  public  faith;  and  he 
intends  to  show — 

1st.  That  the  report  is  delusive,  and  calculated| 
in  some  respects,  to  mislead  the  country. 

2d.  That  the  policy  and  Interest  of  the  nation 
is  decidedly  against  the  system  of  finance  pro- 
posed by  the  committee. 

To  have  himself  clearly  understood,  he  would 
take  the  liberty  of  statins  some  facts  which,  upon 
this  occasion,  ought  to  oe  remembered ;  and  this 
was  a  proper  time  to  say,  that  he  would  state  no 
facts  except  such  as  had  been  reported  from  the 
proper  offices,  and  that  he  had  taken  some  trouble 
to  avoid  mistakes.  He  would  remark  that,  in 
making  calculations,  he  had  cast  ofif  all  below 
fifty  cents,  and  all  above  was  carried  to  a  unit 
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In  hnurn.  1791|,  the  pubUc  debt  was  f(75.169,- 
m.  In  llio  we  l^egaii  tbe  loan  system,  aoii  con- 
l\j)\)e4  it  for  twelve  vears,  at  wbicn  time  the  debt 
^lood  jat  eiffht^  mulioQs,  vibtatiiig  duripg  the 
vhole  time  petweea  seveinty-^ve  and  eig^y-five 
]jpij|]iJon8.  He  gave  those  twelve  years  to  geatle- 
jfm  who  prefer  loan$  to  redaction.  It  was  a  sec- 
it|LOA  qT  the  ^  road  to  ryiin'^  that  lie  would  not 
travel  in  himself,  nor  would  he  advise  others  to  go 
fu, along  it.  From  1305,  when  the  loans  cef&aed, 
ihe  debt  diminished  rapidly  UDtll  J1812,  wb^n  it 
^opd  9X  forty-five  millions.  T;his  result  is  an 
argument  for  those  who  recommend  Jretrencbment 
)i^  n^uction.  Si^penenc^  proves  tha^  so  long 
a^  di^cits  are  n^ia^e  good  by  loans,  there  is  up 
reduction  of  public  (i|eot  or  current  expenses, 
^h^  w^  deotj  ad^ed  to  the  last  sum,  madei^n 
aggre^te^  in  1816,  of  123  .milllo^s ;  wluch  has 
l)een  sm(>e  ^educed,  ajid  an  th«  1st  January  last, 
^^9dat  .  -  -  -  -  «8$,885,?03 
Part  of  this  sum  is  redeemable  at  tM 
,e8syi;e  of  the  Qoveriiment,  viz. 
£«r  cent,  stock,  $13,^^5«915j  anid 
per  cent,  stock,  (subscribed  to  U. 

•¥ffe,V«7jpgp,ooo  -     -     -   ao;mjii6 

■'    'I  I     I    I   I.HI   I      I 


■*-«— r 


.^his  baJance  is  redeemsfble  at  the  following 
Periods,  and  in  ^e  following  l^ms;  to  each  of 
w^ich  is  added  the  annual  int^est  accruing  on 
it^i  yvhole  amount  of  ijie  pi^b^c  debt,  and  the  as- 
gr^atie  sum  carried  o^iit  so  as  to  show  at  a  sin^ 
glance  what  sums  are  annually  reimbursed  l^lliJl 
the  7^1828; 
miy  ?^n.  1,  Sundriritems, 

as  per  Treasury  report  - 1^,799,65$) 
Interest  on  public  debt  this 

-       -       -       -    4,M1,843 


year 


182^.  Drfwe^  ^  ppr  cen|l, 

§tock     .       -       -       -  634,033 

Jnt^est  ^js  yi^r      -       -  4>773,737 

1$^.  Deferred  .6  per  qsnts.  5616,588 

^er^thisyeaf       -       -  4,741,182 

lg^3.  Pefored  6  p^r  <;en^*  602,836 

fiitexe^t  thfs  y^      -       -  4,704,934 

1824.   Balance  deferred  6 

'  per  cents.      ...  356,8$8 

Interest  this  y^a^       -       -  4,666,^67 


97,7U|502 


1 1  I 


1^.  War  stppk,  at  6  per 

ctent.      -       -     '  :       - 18,870,405 
llf^est  this  year      -       -    3,440,411 


5,307,770 


5,307,77^ 


6,307,7W) 


$jp23,126 


IB^.  War  9tac](,  «a  ^hpye  22,3^7,368 
(nieres^  tbip  yofir      -       -    2}Q98,£|69 


2^,31pJ317 


Jffi7-  Wv  loaiJb  ?t  6  and 
i  per  cent*      .       -        . 
feerest  tjiiR  yea?       - 


13,011,437 
-    1,318,^83 


24,456,338 


14,829,721 


1828.  War  Ipan,  aa  beibce    9,490,099 
Interest  this  year       -       -       746,977 

,-.^io^2aBjm 

Still  leaving  the  3  and  5  per  cenls.  radeem^ik 
at  the  pleasure  of  the  Treasiuy. 

He  said  he  would  have  to  X9ftr  to  these  ilemi 
hereafter,  and  would,  Uierefere,  waire  them  fot 
the  present,  and  take  up  the  report  of  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Me^ns,  and 
would — 

1st.  Take  the  chairman's  facts  as  the  bftsis  of 
his  calculation,  and,  by  puttii^  items  in  their 
proper  places,  snow  me  true  d^cit  for  IBSO. 

^.  upon  Uie  same  basis,  he  would  show  a  d^ 
ficit  for  1821,  of  certainly  $4,000,000,  and  pcobfi- 
Uy  $6,000,000. 

The  report  begins  this  9«l^eot  l^  eumfr^^mg 
the  iUm9  of  revenue  for  182Q,  to  eopie  of  which, 
he  said,  he  had  the  most  decided  olQeeUoiiB,  aaJ 
olhers  would  be  unavaiUng  this  year.  Tlie  third 
bank  bonus,  or  instatment,  as  the  law  caUs  k, 
does  not  fail  due  until  the  firsi  day  of  Jaauarjr, 
1821,  and  yet  it  is  set  down  as  availaUe  iimds  in 
1820.  This  is  taking  a  loan  from  next  year  to 
supply  the  deficit  of  wis.  It  is  enough  if  we  per- 
m^  each  year  to  swaUow  itsdf.  But,  hy  this  re- 
port, 1820.  after  devouring  iti^lf,  and  aU  the 
crambs  ana  fragments  of  last  year,  he^ms  to  goic- 
ijaaadize  upon  &2i,  at  the  rate  cf  a  haak  hma 
per  meal.  The  second  bonus,  doe  in  January  Isst, 
IS  carried  to  the  balance  in  the  Treasury  this  year; 
and  the  third  bonus  hdongs  to  i^ei^t  year;  and^  if 
he  was  not  greatly  nustaken,  it  would  he  wani^d 
to  make  good  deficits  in  that  year.  To  use  it  this 
year  is  only  covering  the  deficit  with  epkmehsL 

Again :  A  bank  dividend  is  stated  f(^  July  next, 
at  four  per  cent,  making  (^SO^QOOj  apd,  to  he 
consistent,  the  dividend  in  January.  1821,  ought 
to  have  been  carried  back  with  w  bocms^  as 
funds  for  1820.  But  there  is  no  rcaaqa  to  hebeve 
that  any  dividend  will  be  made  io  July  ;  if  one  is 
made,  it  will  be  for  the  sal^e  ql  demonstration  -,  U 
will  be  to  keep  up  appearances. 

Again :  The  revenue  from  public  l^^ida  is  stated 
at  two  millionfi.  Tivese  fuada  will  be  d^xmted  in 
banks  in  Ohio,  Indiana,  MissQ^ri.Missis$lppjJ  Ala- 
faama.  and  other  places.  Tbe  woqledis))U|se»ent 
01  public  mon^  wes^  of  the  mountains  is  oaly 
about  iKl,250,000  per  anpura.  and  the  balaacae 
must  be  remitted  to  phitadplphia,  and  pbMi<es  east 
of  tl^at,  before  it  is  available  funds  for  tke  Treas- 
ury. It  is  found  that  eight  or  nine  aaonths  are 
required  to  transpiit  moti^  frood  the  Western 
country  to  the  Treasury. 

The  operation  is  usually  performed  by  the  Uni- 
ted States  Bank;  but  four  o^onths'  notice  is  de- 
manded, and  it  IS  about  four  months  after  paj- 
ments  are  made  before  they  are  deposited,  so  that 
a  notice  can  be  given  to  the  bank,  and  raquisitioii 
made  upon  it  to  e^^^ct  the  tr^|i;^ission*  Then 
moneys  are  paid  iti  ^g^ie  or  baM  notes.  If  ia 
specie^  it  would  take  four  ninths,  asvd  cost  tWQ 
and^  a  naif  per  cant,  to  transfer  it  to  t^  TresAuy, 
If  in  paper,  the  remittance  cannot  be  made  by  t£a 
bank  at  an  earlier  day  than  that  stated,  withouLt 
loss  to  the  institution ;  and  if  die  looai  baak  notes 
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were  transmitted,  the  loss  to  the  Treasury  wotdd 
be  from  fire  to  twenty  per  cent.  In  fact,  the  loss 
upon  poUic  funds  paid  m  the  Western  country  is 
aoout  three  per  cent.,  if  the  money  lying  idle  and 
useless  may  be  called  a  loss.  Now  it  is  admitted 
diat  Kentucky  and  Ohio  hemp  is  worth  two  and 
a  half  more  than  Russia  hemp,  and  upon  these 
facts  he  would  ask  if  it  would  not  be  wise  for  the 
Qorerninent  to  purchase  Western  hemp  for  the 
nary  at  five  per  cent,  above  the  price  of  Russia 
hemp,  and  also  procure  clothineforthe  army,  and 
other  supplies,  if  to  be  had,  in  the  Western  coun- 
try, at  an  advance  of  from  three  to  fire  per  cent, 
on  ^e  current  price  of  imports?  The  bill  which 
was  passed  a  few  days  since,  on  this  subject,  ought 
to  be  carried  into  efiect  by  the  departments  without 
dekay.  The  people  of  the  West  would  begin  to 
look  into  this  matter.  You  make  us  pay  our  dues 
in  cash.  We  hare  neither  loans  nor  creaits.  The 
Bastern  people  get  all  the  money,  all  the  credits. 
and  all  the  loans.  Surely  our  agriculture  dnd 
manufactures  may  for  the  tuture  expect  to  receive 
that  encouragement  which  cati  be  given  to  them 
without  loss  to  the  public.  If  he  should  live  to 
take  his  seat  here  nett  session^  he  would  find  it  his 
daty  to  inquire  pretty  closely  into  the  prides  which 
may  be  ^ven  Iw' public  agents  during  this  summer 
for  clothing  ana  hemp,  and  one  or  two  other  arti- 
cles of  Western  growm  or  manufocture. 

He  would  proceed  with  the  report.  The  items 
he  had  named  ought  to  be  deducted  from  the  esti- 
mate of  the  available  ibnds  for  the  current  year. 

The  total  receipts  of  the  year  arc  sta- 
ted at   922,625,665 

Deduct  therefrom  the  bank  bo- 
nus      -       ^        -       -       500,000 

Deduct  therefrom  the  bank  di- 
vidends        -        -       -       280,000 

Deduct  therefrom   money  in 

transit  -        -        -        750,000 

1,530,000 


Leaving  available  funds  for  1820,  20,995,665 

The  cimeBt  appropriations  for  the 
same  year  amount  to        -       -       -    26,299,164 
Deduct  the  above  sum      -       -       -    20,995,666 


Leaves  a  dcfieit  for  1820,  of     -        -      5,303,499 

Whieh  accords  with  the  annual  report  from  the 
Treasury  Department.  A  single  slanee  at  the 
state  of  our  foreign  relations  would  indicate  the 
necessity  of.  a  loan  for  five  millions.  The  Secre^ 
tary,  ^  aourse^  would  only  borrow  so  nmch  of  that 
sum  as  b  wanted.  A  loan  of  less  than  three  mil- 
lions would,  in  his  opinion,  lead  to  a  breach  of 
public  faith,  or  a  call  of  Congress  before  December. 

So  much  for  1820.  The  report  of  expenditures 
for  1821  is,  he  said,  entirely  delusive.  The  current 
expenses  of  the  €h)vernment  for  the  last  five  years 
has  been  upwards  of  fouiteen  millions  of  doUus : 
last  year  it  amounted,  includio^  Revolutionary 
pensions,  to  ^16,422,946;  and  this  year  about  the 
saske.  Add  the  sinking  fund,  and  the  total  amount 
is,  at  least,  $26,000,^00  per  annum. 


In  1819  the  total  expenditure  was    $24)812^16 

This  year  it  is,  (including  Revolu^ 
tionary  pensions,)     ....    26]209|ldl 

The  unexpended  balance  of  sinking  ftiHflmakei 
the  only  material  difierenee  between  1819  and 
1820.  liow  the  chairman  expects  ta  reduce  cf 
for  1821,  to  about  eighteen  and  one  half  milli0tt% 
was  more  than  he  could  conjecture.  There  is  a 
list  of  items  which  the  report  says  may  be  deduct- 
ed next  year.  But  there  are  items  of  this  sort 
every  year,  which  go  ofi'the  estimates,  and  othcis 
come  on,  to  an  equal  amount,  and  somettmA 
greater.  There  are  two  modes  of  increasing  vgt* 
penditures  which  are  always  in  operation :  1st.  By 
passing  laws  creating  new  heaos  of  service,  ana 
voting  funds  to  carry  them  into  effinst  Peasioft 
laws  and  Indian  treaties  are  of  this  class.  2d.  Bjf' 
incidental  and  miseellaneons  demands,  whlcn 
come  up  every  year,  and  have  to  be  provide  fixr^ 
(private  claims  and  the  like;)  and  the  expniettce 
of  twenty  years  has  proven  that  theM  nfi^  ^ 
mands  which  come  upon  the  estimated,  exee^d 
the  aggregate  of  old  ones  which  are  omitted.  This 
very  year  we  have  about  seven  hundred  and  filjty 
thousand  dollars  in  new  items.  Besides,  the  atiliy 
is  put  upon  stint  and  thrift  for  this  year,  and,'  kmy 
word  for  it,  we  shall  next  year  he  cotfipeiM  td 
increase  the  army  apnropnadon,  and  1  da^ewiy 
we  shall  have  some  dencits  to  make  good. 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Mfenxs^  he'iaiii 
made  a  reduction  in  the  estimated  of  this  year  en 
two  millions  of  doliais :  which)  if  it  had  mm  id« 
lowed,  would  have  made  the  expenditure  upwahk 
of  twenty-eight  millions,  leaving  a  defidi  oS*  moni' 
than  seven  millions. 

If  the  revenue  amounts  to  only  twenty  y>^Ul''Hy 
for  the  next  four  years,  w«  may  expect  a  dcflicit  of 
about  four  millions  per  annum  ontil  the  year  )823^ 
when  the  permanent  approf  riation  for  t»e  incfaaam 
of  the  nain^  expires;  after'  which  the  deficit  witt 
be  three  millions,  and  the  %ures  sivnd  thas^  by 
estimate: 

Current  expenses  and  smking  fimd 
forl82& 928^000^ 

Deduct  the  total  of  revenue,  amount 
doubtful 20^,060' 


De&ert  for  that  year 

Add  the  public  debt  and  interest^ 


3^000,660' 


payable  that  year 


-    2^10,817 


«*^ 


Total  deficit  for  1825  -  -  -  25^310,817 
The  report  of  the  honorable  chairman  is  defect 
tive  in  not  showing  the  amount  of  interest  aeeni« 
ittg  and  payable  each  year  after  1824.  Theamoimt 
for  1825  is  $3,440,411,  and  must  be  addbd  to  iJk 
principal,  to  ^ow  the  aggn^te  payable  that  )Kar* 
It  is  useless  to  deceive  oUfselves  on  this  sobjeot* 
The  chatiman's  plan  of  finance  will  leave  us  witfih 
out  a  dollar  to  b^^in  the  heavy  retmtorsemeata  of 
the  year  1825.  He  exhausts  the  stddng  fimd 
every  year,  and  leaves  the  public  faith  to  rest  upon* 
chance,  and  Ae  revival  of  trade  and  commeroek. 

The  laws  of  Congress.  Mf.  T.  aiiain  said,  hftdi 
given  a  solemn  pledge  tnat  ten  milhons  shall  be 
annually  applied  in  redemptinu  of  the  national 
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debt;  and  he,  for  one,  was  resolved  to  hold  it 
sacred.  In  the  year  1824,  (he  commissioners  of 
tiiat  fund  could,  by  law,  call  upon  the  Treasury 
for  the  balances  unexpected  for  the  two  preceding 
rears ;  which  balances  would  be  $9,384,460  j  and 
these  balances,  if  called  for,  would  make  the  de- 
ficit of  1825  amount  to  jJ34,695,277.  It  would 
have  given  him  great  pleasure  to  accord  with  the 
report  in  all  respects,  if  he  could  have  done  so ; 
more  especially  as  it  gives  a  view  of  our  finances 
quite  as  favorable  as  the  facts  would  warrant. 
What  he  had  said  gave  a  darker  shade  to  the  sub- 
ject, but  still  he  saw  no  reason  to  despond ;  for, 
notwithstanding  the  derangements  of  commerce 
and  the  pressure  of  the  times,  our  condition  is  far 
superior  to  that  of  any  other  nation.  A  contrast, 
for  instance,  between  our  fiscal  concerns  aod  those 
of  Great  Britain,  would  make  the  subject  suffi- 
ciently clear  to  be  understood. 

In  the  year  1818,  her  national  debt,  funded  and 
unfunded,  amounted  to         -        -  $5,555,555,556 

Our  debt  is  only       -        -        -         88,885,203 

The  annual  expense  of  her  Gov- 
ernment is 301,199,473 

The  maximum  of  ours  is  only  -         26.000,000 

Her  deficit  in  1818  was  sixty-one  millions  of 
dollars,  which  she  supplied  by  a  loan.  Ours,  this 
year,  is  only  five  millions.  The  whole  amount  of 
expenses  of  our  Government,  from  the  4th  of 
March,  1789,  to  June  30lh,  1819,  a  period  of  thirty 
▼ears,  was  only  Sive  hundred  and  thirteen  million 
nve  hundred  and  sixty-seven  thousand  one  hundred 
and  eight  dollars;  of  which  sum  more  than  two 
handred  and  fifty-three  millions  was  paid  in  dis- 
charge of  principal  and  interest  of  public  debt, 
and  about  two  hundred  and  sixty  millions  for  the 
aggregate  expenses  of  Gh>vernment;  from  which 
it  appears  that  the  people  of  England  pay  as  much 
in  one  year  and  nine  months,  as  we  do  in  thirtv 
years.  To  this  we  must  add  their  poor  tax,  which 
u  an  aggregate  sum  of  from  twenty-seven  to  thirty- 
six  millions  per  annum. 

The  report  of  the  committee,  said  Mr.  T.,  gives 
the  probable  amount  of  revenue  for  next  year,  and 
various  opinions  have  been  expressed  on  that  sub- 
ject As  to  the  revenue  from  customs,  he  had 
satisfied  himself  that  it  would  be  at  its  minimum 
for  this  and  the  next  year ;  and  that  it  would  after- 
wards gradually  increase.  He  had  a  statistical 
Uble  before  him,  showing  the  aggregate  amount 
Ukd  value  of  imports  for  consumption  for  several 
periods,  of  seven  years  each,  tc^ther  with  the 
average  consumption  of  each  year,  and  also  the 
aimuu  amount  of  customs  accruing  on  the  con- 
sumption of  each  year.  He  had  selected  the  period 
from  the  first  of  January,  1794,  to  December,  1800, 
aa  the  basis  of  an  inlerence,  and  upon  the  supposi- 
tion that  each  individual  will  consume  as  much 
of  imports  for  the  next  seven  years,  as  was  con- 
snmed  by  each  during  that  period,  the  amount  of 
revenue,  from  the  next  seven  years,  will  amount 
to  at  least  twenty-three  millions  of  dollars.  This 
result  is  founded  upon  the  tarifi*  as  it  stood  from 
1794  to  1800,  and  be  thought  it  probable  that  the 
increase  of  duties  since  that  time  would  equal  the 
decrease  of  consumption.    He  knew  it  was  impos- 


sible to  be  exact  on  such  subjects^  because  all  the 
facts  are  not  tangible ;  but  It  is  quite  reasonable  to 
suppose  that  the  ratio  of  population  and  consump- 
tion is  about  the  same  now  as  then.  The  amount 
of  imports  would  be  determined  bv  the  demand  foe 
consumption,  and  the  ability  of  tne  nation  to  pay 
for  them :  or  take  another  principle,  and  say  that 
the  amount  of  imports  will  equal  the  amount  of 
exports;  and  upon  either  principle,  or  any  statis- 
tical principle,  it  will  be  found  that  our  revenue 
from  customs  will  be  about  twenty-two  million.*^ 
and  a  probable  increase.  Great  allowances,  how- 
ever, must  be  made  for  the  pressure  of  the  tiroes, 
and  the  results  of  past  years  may  afford  no  crite- 
rion upon  which  estimates  can  be  made  for  the 
future. 

Recurring  again  to  the  report,  he  said  that  those 
who  chose  to  take  the  trouble  of  examining  this 
subject,  will  find,  that,  in  the  year  1816,  the  annual 
income  of  the  Treasury  was  stated  at  twenty-two 
millions,  and  the  disbursements  at  the  same  sum; 
but  the  actual  receipts  have  greatly  exceeded  the 
estimates,  and  it  appears  that  upwards  of  thirty- 
two  millions  of  funded  debt  have  been  paid  during 
the  last  three  years ;  and  that  about  thirty  millions 
have,  in  the  same  period,  been  expended  in  dis- 
charge of  Treasury  notes,  Mississippi  stock,  arrears 
of  War  debt  unfunded,  and  various  other  demands, 
exclusive  of  the  current  expenses  of  each  year, 
which  have  also  been  paid.  From  all  which  it 
appears  that  the  deficit  of  this  year  is  not  owing 
to  any  mistake  in  the  estimates  of  the  Treasury 
Department,  or  any  failure  of  revenue  heretofore, 
but  is  chargeable  mainly  to  the  liberal  manner  in 
which  Congress  has  authorized  disbursements. 

We  had  been  flattered  with  a  hope  that  the  Sec- 
retary had  made  a  mistake  as  to  the  amount  of  the 
deficit  in  the  Treasury;  but,  aAer  making*  the 
reduction  of  more  than  two  millions  from  the  esti- 
mates, there  still  remains  a  deficit  to  the  amount 
stated  by  him  in  his  annual  report  It  is  now  be- 
yond question,  that  the  disbursements  of  this  and 
succeeding  years  will  surpass  the  receipts  at  the 
Treasury,  and  any  system  of  expedients  will  only 
react  upon  us,  at  the  next  session,  with  additional 
force.  The  best  way  would  be  to  take  the  advice 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  reduce  the 
expenditures.  We  must  do  so  at  the  next  session, 
or  revive  the  late  system  of  internal  taxation. 
This,  he  was  sure,  would  not  be  submitted  to  by 
the  nation,  until  reductions  are  first  made,  and  the 
sooner  we  begin  the  work  the  better.  He  said  he 
had  stated  such  of  his  objections  to  the  report  of 
the  committee  as  are  materially  connected  with 
the  loan  bill ;  in  doing  which,  his  only  object  was 
to  have  the  facts  distinctly  understood  before  a 
vote  is  taken.  If  the  House  should  conclude  to 
use  the  Sinking  Fund  in  aid  of  the  revenue  for  this 
year^  he  hoped  they  would  raise  the  loan  to  three 
millions,  without  which,  he  was  sure,  the  Treasury 
would  be  aground  before  the  next  session. 

Mr.  Storrs  followed,  on  the  same  side  of  the 
question  as  Mr.  Trimble.  He  too  doubted  the 
correctness  of  the  estimates  of  revenue  for  the  pres- 
ent year,  and  therefore  urged  that  the  proposed 
amount  of  the  loan  was  too  small.    He  was  also 
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of  opinioQ  that  a  due  regard  to  the  public  faith 
required  that  the  surplus  of  the  Sinking  Fund 
should  not  be  applied  to  the  expenses  of  the  eur- 
reBt  year,  d&c.  In  the  course  of  his  speech,  Mr.  S. 
gave  notice  that  he  should  call  up  his  motion 
looking  lo  a  system  of  internal  revenue,  with  a 
yie^w'  of  amending  it  so  as  to  make  it  a  resolution 
calling  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  report 
to  Congress,  at  the  next  session,  a  system  of  inter- 
nal taxation  adapted  to  any  deficiency  in  the  rev- 
enue arising  from  the  excess  of  the  expenditures  of 
the  Government  over  its  receipts. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  replied  to  Mr.  Tbimble  and  Mr. 
Storks.  He  denied  that  there  was  any  invasion 
of  the  faith  of  the  Government  as  pledgea  in  regard 
to  the  Sinking  Fund.  He  defended  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  point  to  point, 
and  argued  that  it  would  be  absurd  to  borrow 
money  and  pay  interest  on  it,  that  it  mi^ht  lie  idle  in 
the  Treasury,  as  this  money  must  do,  if  borrowed, 
since  it  could  not  be  employed  in  the  redemption 
of  the  public  debt,  unless  (of  which  there  was  no 
probability)  it  should  be  in  the  market  at  or  below 
par. 

Mr.  Lowndes  made  a  few  remarks  in  favor  of 
the  bill,  but  also  in  favor  of  a  somewhat  larger 
amount  of  loan  than  two  millions,  thinking  that 
a  loan  of  that  amount  left  too  little  surplus  for 
contingencies.  On  the  subject  of  the  binking 
Fund,  he  took  the  same  ground  as  Mr.  Smith,  and 
entirely  denied  that  the  application  of  the  idle 
surplus  of  that  fund  to  the  current  exyeuaes  of  the 
Groremment  was  at  all  inconsistent  with  the  laws 
creatine  and  regulating  that  fund. 

Mr.  BAJ.DW1N  spoke  in  favor  of  a  loan  of  five 
millions,  and  of  course  against  that  part  of  the  bill 
which  relates  to  the  surj^us  of  the  Sinking  Fund, 
which  fund,  according  to  his  construction  of  the 
Law^  was  sacredly  pledged  to  the  sole  purpose  of 
paying  the  public  debt,  and  inapplicable  to  any 
other  unless  during  war — a  case  specially  provided 
for,  and  therefore  excluding  anv  other  contingency. 

Mr.  Babbour  controverted  Mr.  BALDWtm'B  con- 
struction of  the  law.  He  contended  that  any  sur- 
plus of  the  Sinking  Fund,  which  could  not  be 
applied  to  the  purchase  of  the  public  debt  at  or 
under  par,  might  be  applied  to  the  ordinary  pur- 
poses ot  the  Government — ^being  idle  and  useless 
m  the  hands  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  until  at  the  end  of  two  years  it  reverts  to  the 
Treas^ury. 

Mr.  Baluwin  and  Mr.  Trimble  both  spoke  in 
reply,  the  latter  much  at  large;  when, after  a  ses- 
sion of  about  six  hours,  the  Committee  rose  and 
the  House  adjourned. 


Friday,  May  5. 
DCTIES  ON  SALES  AT  AUCTION. 
Immediately  after  the  meeting  of  the  House,  the 
following  proceedings  took  place: 

Mr.  Ford,  of  New  York,  was  speaking  when 
the  Reporter  entered  the  Chamber.  He  was  stat- 
ing the  general  reasons  which  had  induced  him  to 
vote  fw  the  tariff  bill,  (which  was  yesterdav  re- 
jected in  the  Senate,)  ana  which  also  mduced  nim, 


in  connexion  with  that  bill,  and,  as  a  part  of  a. 
general  system,  to  vote  on  tne  bill  for  laying  du- 
ties on  sales  at  auction,  which  yesterday  passed 
this  House.  The  tariff  bill,  had  it  passed,  he  said, 
would  not  in  his  opinion  have  operated  to  enhance 
to  the  consumer  the  price  of  imported  goods — be- 
lieving that  the  whole  difference  between  the  pre»> 
ent  and  the  proposed  duty  would  have  accrued  to 
the  Government,  without  its  operating  as  a  tax  on 
the  people,  dec.  He  approved  of  that  bill,  and  of 
the  auction  duty  as  connected  with  it ;  but,  as  there 
was  BOW  no  prospect  of  the  passa^^e  of  the  tariff 
bill,  and  as  he  considered  the  auction-duty  bill  as 
necessarily  connected  with  it,  he  moved  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  of  yesterday,  whereby  the  auction-' 
duty  bill  was  passed.  His  object  was,  on  its  being 
reconsidered,  to  move  to  postpone  the  bill  to  the 
next  session. 

The  question  having  been  stated  from  the 
Chair- 
Mr.  CocKB,  of  Tennessee,  said  he  had  supposed 
this  bill,  which  passed  yesterday,  had  taken  the 
course  of  other  bills,  and  had  been  yesterday  trans- 
mitted to  the  Senate  for  its  concurrence,  until 
information  to  the  contrary  had  been  given  to  the 
House*  Had  the  same  expedition  b^n  pursued 
in  regard  to  this  bill  as  had  been  pursued  in  re- 
gard to  certain  other  bills,  the  motion  for  recon- 
sideration could  not  have  been  made.  Under  the 
circumstances,  he  considered  this  motion  as  not  a. 
little  extraordinary.  The  bill  had  been  once  de- 
bated and  rejected ;  then  reconsidered  and  amend- 
ed ;  then  debated  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading ; 
and  on  a  subsequent  day  read  a  third  time  and 
passed }  and  now,  on  the  next  dav^  it  was  again 
proposed  to  be  reconsidered !  For  h  is  part,  he  said, 
he  was  not  made  of  such  pliable  materials  as  to 
be  persuaded  to  go  into  a  measure  on  one  day,  and 
out  of  it  the  next.  For  a  course  so  inconsistent, 
he  could  not  possibly  give  his  vote.  If  it  was  right 
to  pass  this  bill  yesterday,  it  was  certainly  right 
to  pass  it  to-day ;  for  the  same  state  of  things  ex- 
ists now  as  did  then.  He  therefore  requested  that, 
when  the  vote  on  the  question  of  reconsideration 
was  taken,  it  should  be  bv  yeas  and  nays,  and  that 
there  should  be  a  call  ot  the  House  on  the  occa- 


sion. 


[Mr.  Speakeb  stated,  for  the  information  of  the* 
House,  and  in  justification  of  the  Clerk  of  the 
House,  that  he  had  known  of  no  intention  to  niore 
a  reconsideration  of  the  bill  until  this  morning  t 
that  yesterday  indisposition  had  prevented  his  car- 
rying the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  this  morning  the 
Senate  had  not  yet  met.  The  general  import  of 
the  Speaker's  observations  was,  that  no  blame  was* 
imputable  to  the  Clerk  on  the  occasion.] 

Mr.  Baldwin  assigned  the  reasons  why  he  should 
vote  in  favor  of  the  reconsideration.  On  the  ques* 
tion  to  reconsider  this  bill  tl\e  other  day)  with  a 
view  lo  revive  it  after  its  rejection,  he  had  voted 
in  the  negative.  The  House  would  recollect  that, 
when  he  moved  to  strike  out  ten  per  cent.,  the 
amount  of  duty  proposed  to  be  laid  on  sales  of  dcy 

foods,  he  had  done  so  against  his  own  opinion, 
elieving  that  in  that  shape  the  bill  would  not  an- 
swer the  object  he  had  in  view.    He  was  oppoted 
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to  the  reoonsidecation  of  the  biU  at  this  time,  be- 
cause he  was  of  opiiuoa  that  it  was  better  to  do 
nothing,  or  do  what  onght  to  be  done. 

The  Dili  had  now  assumed  an  aspect  totally  di^ 
fereni  f lom  that  in  which  it  was  reported  l^  the 
committee^  it  was  now  a  mere  revenue  bill,  or,  if 
it  woi^  have  any  other  operation,  it  would  be  a 
partial  one,  confined  to  one  class  of  the  commu- 
nity. As  a  revenue  bill,  he  said,  it  had  been  well 
remarked  by  his  colleague,  (Mr.  SER«fiAi«T,)  that 
its  operation  would  be  paitial,  and  therefore  iin- 
ji»t.  It  was  now  disttncdy  avowed  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Waye  and  Means,  that  it  was  not  ibeir 
intention  to  iatrodnce  a  new  revenue  bill.  Let 
the  House  remark,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  the  system 
reported  I]f  the  CommitteB  of  Manufactures  would 
have  bad  the  efifeet  to  supply  the  deficiency  in  the 
revenue,  let  what  alarm  may  have  been  raised  on 
the  score  of  the  effect  of  the  tariff  bill  on  the  rev- 
enue. But,  the  other  part  of  the  system  being  de- 
stroyed«  he  was  not  disposed  to  retain  tbis  dis- 
joined Branch  of  it«  With  rei^pect  to  the  auction 
duty,  he  bad  another  objeotion  to  it  Whilst  it 
was  connected  with  a  seneml  system,  for  impor- 
tant geneml  purposes,  the  States  whicn  derived  a 
revenue  from  the  same  object  would  be  willing  to 
give  it  up.  Now,  no  such  purpose  would  be  an- 
swned  by  the  bill;  and,  as  a  Hepresenative  of  a 
Slate  whose  revenue  would  be  impaired  by  it,  he 
did  not  see  why  the  interests  of  two  Slates  de- 
riTinff  revenue  from  this  object  should  akme  be 
sacrificed,  not  to  general  but  to  partial  views. 
The  solitary  object  of  this  bill,  besides  putting  a 
little  money  into  the  Treasuiy,  was  to  aid  the 
merchants  of  this  country  in  competition  with 
those  of  another  countrv  m  our  markets.  As  a 
measure,  he  said,  if  the  old  system  of  revenue  was 
good^r  it  had  carried  us  so  triumphantly  through 
peace  and  through  war^  there  was  no  occasion  ror 
this  little  accession  to  it;  and^  if  it  was  unsound, 
and  not  to  be  relied  on,  Uiis  partial  aid  was  not 
what  it  required.  He  shodd,  ther^ore,  in  every 
Tiew,  vote  for  the  reconsideration  of  the  bill,  and 
then  for  its  postponement 

Mr.  LivBRMons  wished)  before  he  voted  for  the 
reconsideration,  to  have  a  distinct  pledge,  that  the 
obiect  of  the  reconsideration  was  to  postpone  the 
bifl,  and  not  to  amend  and  repass  it.  There  was 
something  about  this  bill,  he  said,  which  he  could 
not  understand.  One  day  it  is  a  revenue  bQl ;  the 
next  day,  a  bill  for  the  encouragement  of  manu- 
fiictnres ;  and  the  next  day  something  else.  He 
expressed  some  surprise  at  the  quarter  in  which 
hostility  to  the  bill  was  now  manifested.  Who, 
he  asked,  were  the  fathers  of  the  bill  ?  The  Com- 
mittee or  Manufactures ;  and  yet  to-day  the  chair- 
man of  that  committee  wishes  to  destroy  the  bill. 
This  reminded  him  of  Abraham,  offering  up  his 
son  Isaac  as  a  sacrifice  on  the  altar*  With  regard 
to  this  bill  as  a  measure  of  revenue,  Mr.  L.  thought 
there  ww  no  occasion  for  it.  He  was  of  opinion 
that  the  revenue  was  large  enough  for  the  pur* 
poses  of  the  Giovernment :  and,  if  tliere  was  a 
proper  retrenchment  of  the  public  expenditure, 
that  there  would  at  the  present  day  be  no  com- 
plaint of  a  ddlciency  <^  revenue  under  our  present 


system  of  imposto,  whieh,  hesaid,  had  bem  a  (kith- 
iul  friend,  and  was  entitled  to  continued  oeiA- 
dence.  Mr.  L.  made  some  other  remarks,  which 
were  not  distinctly  heard  bv  the  veporier. 

Afer.  Storks  was  opposed  to  the  reconsideratiGa 
of  the  bUL  By  suffering  it  to^ass,  be  said.  Con- 
gress would  be  able  to  ascertain  the  extait  of  the 
evil  to  which  it  was  necesnry  to  apply  a  remedy. 
It  was  important,  with  a  view  to  devising'  hereaf- 
ter a  system  for  tne  protection  ef  domesue  indus- 
try, to  undeestand  with  precision  the  extent  of  fh« 
evil  under  which  it  labors  from  the  sales  of  foveign 
goods,  dbc.  Congress  would  then  be  alfte  to  upj^y 
a  remedy  with  some  degree  of  oertaintjr.  The 
bill  was  of  some  importance,  toe,  he  adimted,  as 
a  measure  of  revenue.  Mr.  S.  said  he  was  sot 
one  of  those  who,  because  they  could  not  have  a 
perfeet  system,  would  not  have  any  «dditioB  what- 
ever to  the  revenue.  If  the  passage  of  this  biU 
would  do  no  {mjudice  to  any  dass  of  the  commu- 
nity, what  harm  could  it  do  to  iniBe  four  or  five 
hmidred  thousand  dollars  of  revenue,  without  «iy 
expense  whatever  to  the  €k)V«mment?  On  this 
subject  of  internal  revenue,  Mr.  S.  said  be  wished 
to  be  understood.  Gentlemen  talked  ef  iatemal 
taxation,  as  if  it  implied  direct  taxation.  No  socAi 
thing,  he  said.  It  would  be  loi^  before  he  con- 
sented to  enter  a  man's  doors  to  tax  his  propevty, 
or  lay  a  tax  directly,  on  his  land.  But  here  was  a 
ImII  whidi  would  pioduoe  a  revenue  of  half  a 
million;  and  he  saw  no  reason  for  rejecting  it 
Besides^  be  said,  the  manufaeturets  ought  to  sup- 
port this  bill.  Beoause  they  could  not  obtain  a 
duty  of  ten  per  cent  on  sales  of  foreign  maauAie- 
mres,  would  they  therefore  refuse  a  dtitjr  of  five 
per  cent.  ?  It  could  not  be  denied,  he  said,  that  a 
duty  of  five  per  cent  on  sales  at  auction  would  be 
a  serious  impediment  in  the  way  of  sales  of  foreign 
goods  at  auction.  -Mr.  S.  contended  that  this  was 
a  very  important  bill,  if  there  never  passed  n&- 
otber,  in  favor  of  the  manuflteturen  of  the  eoiin> 
try;  and  he  would  not  consent  to  destrov  it  be- 
cause every  tbing  which  they  wanted  could  not  be 
accomplished. 

Mr.  MoLban,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  coidd  not 
ffive  a  vote  on  this  question  without  expressng 
his  hope  that  the  motion  for  reconsideiatioa  would 
not  prevail.  He  did  not  consider  the  three  bills 
whieh  had  been  before  the  House  dependent  on 
each  other,  but  considered  each  of  them  good  in- 
dependently of  the  other;  and  he  could  see  no 
reason  why  the  bill  now  under  consideration  shoaid 
be  prevented  from  going  to  the  S«Mite.  He  be- 
lieved it  would  have  the  efket  to  prevent  the  vast 
circulation  of  foreign  manufactures  through  the 
country,  and  therefore  would  aid  our  manu&c- 
tures;  that  it  would  be  beneficial  to  the  rerenoe; 
and  that  it  would  also  favor  the  real  American 
merchant.  Although  in  fovor  of  manufactures, 
he  was  not  opposed  to  the  mercantile  interest; 
and  it  appeared  that  a  great  portion  of  the  bosines 
of  the  cowfttry  was  now  done  by  foreign  merehss^. 
Believing  that  this  bill  would  be  beneficial  is  the 
manufacturing  as  well  as  to  the  mematile  i*- 
toest,  at  the  same  time  that  it  would  md  the  rerv- 
enue,  he  eould  not  but  be  in  favor  of  ittyawmge* 
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Mr.  Campbsll  affrced  with  the  ^tleman  who 
last  spoke,  that  each  of  the  three  biJIs  reported  by 
the  dommittee  of  Manufactures  wav  good^  inde- 
pendently of  each  other.  Though  the  Senate  had 
rejected  one  of  those  bills  wliich  had  passed  this 
l£>use,  he  yet  thought  this  House  should  do  its 
duty  without  refereoce  to  what  the  Senate  had 
done.  If  the  Senate  nreveoted  the  adoption  of 
the  system,  on  them,  wnere  it  beloogs,  let  the  re- 
sponsibSity  be.  It  would  not  tell  w«ll^  he  said, 
to  the  naxion,  that  the  House  had  twice  recon- 
sidered and  twice  ncTersed  iu  decision  on  the 
same  bill. 

Mr.  Rhba  made  a  few  obserTatioos  on  the  ques- 
tion. He  was  in  favor  of  r^onsideration  now. 
because  from  the  beginning  he  had  been  opposed 
to  the  bilL  He  remarked  on  the  argumenis  in 
favor  of  this  bill :  at  one  time  tha  bill  was  to  create 
a  revenue  from  sales  of  fore^n  goods— at  another 
it  was  to  exclude  them  from  the  market.  These 
aiganants,  he  contended,  were  incompatible  with 
each  othen  He  was  content,  he  said,  with  the  old 
revenue  ^stem,  and  with  the  old  regulations  of 
eommecce,  &c.,  notwithstanding  the  splendor  iM%d 
magnificence  which  gentlemen  saw  in  this  new 
one;  Ml.  R.  made  other  observations,  which  i^e 
Tm>rter  was  not  able  to  hear :  hut  the  conclusion 
of  them  was,  his  being  in  favpr  of  the  reconsider" 
ation  and  poisiponement  of  the  bill. 

Mr,  Foot  made  a  few  remarks  in  o^^ositioD  lo 
the  recoostderation  of  the  bill.  He  adverted  to 
the  difficulty  which  attended  the  sale  of  domestic 
man uiac tores,  from  the  immense  pronortion  of 
foreign  goods  thrown  into  the  market^and  expressed 
his  conviction  thai  the  passage  of  this  bill  would 
have  an  important  effect,  favorable  to  national  in* 
dustry,  Stc, 

Mr.  Fdllba  was  opposed  to  a  reconsideration 
of  the  bill.  Although  ne  had  not  sunken  on  either 
of  the  three  bills  which  had  been  before  this  House, 
he  had  always  avowed  a  strong  inclination  to  do 
something  that  would  promote  the  interest  of  the 
mantt£scuirers  of  the  country.  Such*  he  was  of 
opinioni  would  be  the  effect  of  this  bill,  creating  a 
discrimination  in  their  favor,  in  the  competition 
with  foreign  goods,  the  sale  of  which  at  auction 
now  Gils  5iB  market,  so  as  to  leave  no  room  for 
the  domestic  fabrics.  This  bill  proposed  to  give 
to  our  manufactures,  in  addition  to  the  advantage 
already  enjoyed,  a  boimty  of  five  per  cent,  in  com- 
petition with  the  foreign  febrics  of  the  same  ma- 
terial and  quality — an  advantage  of  which  the 
friends  of  manufactures  ought  to  avaU  themselves. 
There  would,  he  thought,  be  an  indiscretion  on 
the  part  of  their  friends  in  a  reconsideration  of  this 
bill,  and  refusing  to  take  what  it  offered,  because 
they  could  not  get  aU  they  wished.  If  this  bill 
did  not  diounish  the  sales  of  foreign  goods,  it  would 
senre  to  add,  in  no  incansideraSle  degree,  to  our 
revenue.  He  thought  it  would  be  wise  to  begin  a 
system  for  the  protection  of  manufactures,  with  a 
siagJe  experioient  first.  The  passage  and  opora- 
tioo  oi  this  bill  would  prepare  the  different  classes 
interested,  for  other  measureaof  the  same  character, 
should  others  be  deemed  expedient,  and  the  coun- 
try would  not  be  taken  unprepared,  by  having  Uie 


whole  mass  thrown  on  them  at  once.  He  was,  in 
every  view,  very  much  averse  to  the  veconsiden- 
tion  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland  said,  that,  as  a  friend 
alike  to  the  three  great  interests  of  the  country,  he 
should  vote  against  the  reeonsideratioa  of  this  biU. 
He  should,  he  said,  have  preferred  that  the  duty 
had  been  fixed  at  ten  per  oent.  on  sales  of  dry 
goods;  but  at  five  per  cent,  much  goad  would  be 
effected  by  it  Besides,  he  said,  it  is  not  the  whole- 
sale sales  of  foreign  goods  that  so  much  affect  our 
domestic  manufactures ;  and  on  sales  do^en  foods 
the  duty  is  ten  per  centp  Domestic  manufactuics 
could,  und^  such  a  provision,  be  sent  to  auetion 
without  charge,  whilst  foreign  goods  would  have 
tp  pay  ten  per  cent.  Would  not  that  be  an  ias- 
nortant  advantage  to  the  American  manulactaier'1 
It  was  the  sales  at  vendue,  he  said,  that  distressed 
our  manufactnrers,  by  obstructing  the  regular  sales 
of  their  goods.  If  the  foreign  goods  imported  wertL 
as  heretofore,  opened  in  the  £'y  goods  steies,  and 
sold  out  there  ioeiistpmers,  our  mamifaeiufes  m^t 
come  into  competition  with  themj  but  it  is  the 
recent  change  of  the  usual  habits  of  inide  that  op- 
presses our  manuftkctuies  and  reeoouaeads  the 
passage  of  this  bill.  To  the  eommcrceef  the  coon- 
Uy,  this  bill  would  also  be  beneficial.  As  a  rev<- 
eaue  bill,  its  passage  would  be  important :  the  pro<- 
duct  of  it  could  not  be  less  to  tne  Treasury  than 
five  hundred  thousand  dollars  annualhr.  In  evevv 
point  of  view,  he  considered  this  bill  one  whiea 
It  was  important  to  pass.  A  littie  experieoee  had 
taught  him  to  believe  that  this  bill  would  be  even 
more  important  as  an  eneouragament  to  our  man- 
ufaetures  than  the  tariff  hilL 

Mr.  Joniiaon  said,  that,  in  hia  vote  en  this  bill, 
he  should  endeavor  tonreserve  a  consistency  oC 
character.  He  bad  voted  against  the  famous  na  v- 
iffatioA  act  of  1818:  he  had  voted  against  the 
daange  in  the  mode  of  disposing  of  the  puhUc  lands, 
he  had  had  an  opportunity  of  voting  two  waya 
already  on  the  present  miestion,  and  he  should  vote 
the  third  time  precisely  in  coincidence  with  the 
votes  he  had  already  given.  He  inclined  to  think, 
he  said,  that  a  stranger  who  had  aitepded  the  dis- 
cnssicm  this  morning  would  believe  that  there  were 
but  two  interests  in  the  country.  One  gentleman 
said  the  bill  woi4d  benefit  the  merchant )  another 
that  it  would  benefit  the  manufaetuier.  This  was 
the  best  practical  comment  he  had  ever  witnessed 
on  the  old  doctrine  cxf  (4  thiy^  irfoae.  Lict  people 
manage  their  own  affairs,  said  Mr.  J^^give  no  en- 
couragement to  this,  that,  or  the  other  class.  The 
people  of  this  country  uncierstand  their  own  inter- 
ests, and  wiU  pursue  them  to  advantage;  but, 
whenever  you  attempt  by  legislation  to  make  a 
favorite  chiss  by  taxing  other  classes,  you  interfere 
to  the  prejudice  of  thoae  classes,  dtc.  Besides,  Mr. 
J.  was  opposed  to  the  passage  of  this  bill,  from  re* 
garding  it  as  the  first  efibrt  to  introduce  a  system 
of  internal  taxation.  In  time  ef  war.  he  said,  he 
bad  already  shown,  by  his  vote^  that  he  was  will- 
ing to  tax  every  thing ;  but,  in  time  of  peace,  he 
was  disposed  to*  let  every  man  tax  faimaelfwhat 
he  pleased  by  his  consumption  of  articles  of  foreigii 
growth  er  manuftcture. 
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Mr.  LrTTLB.  as  friendly  to  manufactures  as  his 
friend  from  Pennsykania  (Mr.  Baldwin)  could 
be,  yet  differed  from  him  in  opinion  on  this  subject, 
being  decidedly  opposed  to  a  reconsideration  of 
the  bill.  Mr.  L.  in  answer  to  a  remark  of  Mr. 
Rhea,  and  to  show  what  were  the  sentiments  of 
the  merchants  of  Baltimore  on  this  subject,  read 
an  extract  from  their  memorial  to  Congress,  ex- 
planatory of  the  operation  of  the  sales  at  auction 
of  foreign  goods,  as  destroying  the  business  of  the 
regular  merchant,  and  being  the  cause  of  a  g^eat 
part  of  the  failures,  which  for  the  last  two  years 
nave  occurred  in  our  principal  towns,  and  as  serv- 
ing as  a  cover  for  the  vendmg  of  smuggled  goods, 
d^c.  If  the  interest  of  the  city  of  Baltimore  alone 
were  consulted  by  him  on  the  occasion,  he  said  he 
should  probably  vote  against  the  bill,  because  she 
derives  from  sales  at  auction  a  revenue  of  forty 
thousand  dollars  annually ;  but,  bdieving  the  bill 
would  have  an  operation  advantaffeous  to  the  na- 
tion generally,  he  was  obliged  to  forego  the  con- 
sideration of  the  immediate  advantages  of  that 
duty  to  the  city  of  Baltimore. 

Mr.  R.  Moore  made  some  observations  in  favor 
of  the  reconsideration.  He  said  he  had  been  in 
flavor  of  the  system  repK)rted  by  the  Committee 
of  Manufactures,  consisting  of  tnree  parts.  Two 
out  of  the  three  having  been  lost,  one  in  this  House, 
and  the  other  in  the  Senate,  he  was  opposed  to  re- 
taining the  third.  In  this  course,  he  was  governed 
by  the  law  of  circumstances.  He  could  not  con- 
sent that  two  or  three  States  in  the  Confederation 
should  be  deprived  of  an  important  branch  of  their 
revenue,  derived  from  sales  at  auction,  when  no 
important  national  object  was  to  be  accomplished 
by  it.  As  to  our  manufactures,  he  did  not  consider 
the  bill  of  any  essential  importance.  As  a  measure 
of  revenue,  its  operation  would  be  partial,  and 
would  be  in  fact  to  divert  the  revenue  from  the 
treasuries  of  two  or  three  only  of  the  whole  num- 
ber of  States,  to  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 
Mr.  M.  extended  his  remarlcs  to  a  greater  length 
than  they  are  reported,  but  to  the  effect  above 
stated. 

Mr.  Baldwin  repeated,  what  he  said  he  had 
before  stated,  that  the  bill,  as  it  originally  stood, 
had  not  been  supported  by  him  as  proposing  a  pro- 
hibitory duty  on  auction  sales;  but  because  he  did 
not  believe  that  less  than  ten  per  cent,  would  place 
the  American  and  foreign  merchants  on  an  equal 
footing  in  the  market.  With  regard  to  this  bill, 
it  was  now  one  thing,  and,  when  it  proposed  a 
duty  of  ten  per  cent.,  it  was  a  different  thing.  He 
begged  the  House  to  consider  that  the  bill  was  now 
no  longer  the  work  of  the  Committee  of  Manu- 
factures. In  the  minds  of  some  gentlemen,  how- 
ever, it  was,  in  its  present  shape,  to  protect  manu- 
factures as  well  as  to  aid  the  revenue.  Gentle- 
men who  had  uniformly  voted  against  the  tariff, 
and  some  of  whom  had  voted  against  this  bill  as 
it  was  reported  by  the  committee,  could  now  dis- 
cover great  beauty  in  it.  It  would  nelp  the  revenue, 
they  knew;  it  would  help  commerce,  they  knew; 
and  it  would  help  manufactures,  too,  if  the  House 
could  but  be  persuaded  by  them  to  believe  it.  Qen- 
tlemen  who  had  voted  against  the  whole  system 


reported  by  the  committee ;  who  said  that  no  fur- 
ther protection  was  wanted  for  manufactures,  now 
that  the  bill  was  so  changed  as  to  be  inefficient 
'  for  its  intended  purpose,  and  partial  in  every  other 
view — ^now  that  it  was  suited  to  tide- water  onlf, 
were  warmly  in  favor  of  it,  as  being  more  import- 
ant than  all  the  rest  of  the  system  reported,  and 
now  rejected.  He  wondered  gentlemen  bad  not 
thought  of  this  when  the  cash  duty  bill  was  under 
consideration ;  but  gentlemen  were  unwilling  to 
touch  that  system — not  the  old  system  of  1799, 
but  the  venerable  system  of  1818 — ^it  was  too  holy 
to  be  touched,  though  affording,  in  its  operation,  a 
bounty  to  the  foreign  merchant  of  six  per  cent., 
dbc.  Even  were  tflis  bill  to  pass,  it  bad  been  con- 
tended by  a  gentleman  of  experience,  (Mr.  Sils- 
BEE,)  that  it  would  be  constantly  evaded ;  and  yet 
this  was  the  bill  which  every  one  was  to  be  satis- 
fied with  as  a  protection  to  manufactures.  This 
bill,  he  said,  as  it  now  stood,  if  executed,  would 
serve  two  purposes,  but  not  the  third  and  ostensi- 
ble purpose.  For  that  object,  to  pass  it  would  be 
giving  nothing;  it  would  be  giving  worse  than 
nothing,  pretending  to  give  something  in  form,  but 
giving  nothing  in  substance. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  said  this  subject  had 
been  some  time  before  the  House,  and  discussed  at 
larffe ;  and  he  hoped  that  the  decision  then  made 
in  favor  of  the  bill  would  not  be  hastily  reversed. 
He  had  been  in  favor  of  the  duty  of  ten  per  ceot^ 
but  the  House  did  not  think  proper  to  adopt  it,  and 
the  friends  of  the  bill,  to  insure  its  passaee,  had 
agreed  to  a  less  rate.  The  object  of  the  Dill,  as 
it  now  stoodj  was,  to  bring  revenue  into  the  Treas- 
ury and  to  aid  domestic  industry.  Its  object,  then, 
was  precisdy  that  of  the  tariff,  and  these  two  bills 
were  correspondent  and  not  dependent  on  each 
other.  The  rejection  of  the  tariff  bili  by  the 
Senate,  was  no  reason  why  the  friends  of  manu- 
factures in  this  House  should  reject  this  bill.  It 
is  no  reason  to  say,  because  you  cannot  get  the 
whole,  you  will  have  nothing.  The  Senate,  it  is 
said,  have  inflicted  a  blow  on  the  manufacturing 
interest  of  the  country.  Be  it  so.  But  it  is  a  strong 
reason  for  refusing  to  reconsider  this  bill  that  the 
other  bill  has  been  rejected  by  the  Senate.  If  this 
bill  had  passed  with  the  duty  of  ten  per  cent.,  he 
believed  it  would  have  been  more  valuable  to  the 
manufacturing  interest  than  the  tariff  bill,  and  at 
five  per  cent,  he  considered  it  as  of  great  import- 
ance to  that  interest.  It  was  now  said,  that  this 
bill  would  be  partial  in  its  operation.  8o  far  as 
that  argument  would  apply,  it  would  be  to  the 
operation  of  the  bill  on  our  commercial  cities.  If 
the  duties  had  remained  at  ten  per  cent.,  it  would 
certainly  have  affected  them  m(N^  than  it  would 
as  it  now  stood,  at  five  per  cent.  But,  he  said,  in 
the  very  States  in  which  the  bill  would  operate 
most,  the  manufacturing  interest  is  a  powerful 
one,  and  there  is  a  strong  bias  in  its  favor.  Mr. 
McLane  concluded,  by  repeating,  that  the  obliga- 
tion to  pass  this  bill  was  now  greater  than  it  was 
before  the  other  was  rejected ;  and  by  expressing- 
his  earnest  wish  that  the  motion  for  reconsidera- 
tion might  not  prevail. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  reconndera- 
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tion  of  the  vole  by  which  the  bill  laying  duties  on 
ssXesi  at  auction  was  passed,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  86,  nays  65,  as  follows : 

Tbab— Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  New 
York,  Anderson,  Archer  of  Msrylsnd,  Archer  of  Vir- 
ginia, Baker,  BsldwiA.  Bsll,  Barbour,  Bayly,  Boden, 
Brevard,  Burton,  Borwell,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Clark, 
Cook,  Culpppcr,  Dsriington,  Dennison,  Dewilt,  Dick- 
inson, Dowse,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Ed- 
wards of  North  Csrolina,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Ford,  Fuller- 
too,  Gross  of  New   York,   Gross  of  PennsyWsnia, 
Hsrkley,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hsil  of  North  Csrolins, 
Hsrdin,  Hsxard,  Hendricks,  Herrirk,  Hibshman,  Heis- 
ter,  Holmes,  Hooks,  Hostetter,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Vir- 
ginis,  Kendall,  Livermore,  Lowndes,  Lyman,  Msclsy, 
McCoy,   Msrchsnd,    Mercer,   R.    Moore,  8.   Moore, 
Neale,  Neltton  of  Massachusetts,  Nelson  of  Virginia, 
Overstreet,   Patterson,    Pbilson,    Pinckney,  Pindall, 
Pitcher,  Bbea,  Richmond,  Ringgold,  Rogers,  Settle^ 
Bhaw,   8iUbee,    Slosn,    Bmith   of  North  Carolina, 
Btevens,  Strung  of  New  York,  Swearingen,  Tarr, 
Taylor,  Tracy,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South 
Carolina,  Wallace,  Warfield,  and  Williams  of  North 
Carolina. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Bat^ 
man,  Beecber,  Bloomfield,  Brown,  Brush,  BulTnm, 
Botler  of  New  Hampshire,  Campbell,  Cannon,  Case, 
Clagett,  Ciibb,  Cocke,  Crafts,  Crawford,  Culbreth, 
Cuabman,  Earle,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Folger, 
Foot,  Furrmt,  Fuller,  Guyon,  Hill,  Jones  of  Tenoes- 
aee,  Kent,  Kinslev,  Little,  Lion,  McCresry,  McLane 
of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mallary,  Meigs, 
Metcalf,  Morton,  Murray,  Newton,  Parker  of  Massa- 
cbosrtcs,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Plumer,  Rankin,  Rich, 
Robertson,  Roes,  Russ,  Sampson,  Ssw^rer,  Smith  of 
New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Ms ry land,  Southard,  Storrs, 
Street,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Terrell,  Tomlinson,  Tomp- 
kins, Trimble,  Wendover,  Whitman,  Williams  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  Wood. 

Mr.  Baldwin  then  moved  that  the  bill  be  post- 
pone! until  the  next  session  of  Congress.  And 
the  qaestion  was  taken  without  further  debate,  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative— yeas  88,  nays  62,  as 
follows: 

Ykas— Messrs.  Alexander,  Allen  of  New  York, 
Anderson,  Areher  of  Virginia,  Baker,  Baldwin,  Ball, 
Barbour,  Bayly,  Boden,  Brevard,  Bryan,  Buffum, 
BnrtoD,  Burwell,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Cannon,  Clark, 
Cook,  Culpeper,  Darlington,  DennlsoD,  Dewitt,  Dick- 
inaon.  Dowse,  Eddy,  Bdwarda  of  Connecticut,  Ed- 
wards of  North  Carolina,  Fiaher,  Floyd,  Ford,  Fuller- 
ton,  Garnctt,  Gross  of  New  York,  Gross  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Hsckley,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  North 
Carolina,  Hardin,  Hazard,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hibsh- 
man, Hriiter,  Holmes,  Hooks,  Hostetter,  Johnson, 
Jones  of  Virginia,  Kendall,  Kent,  Livermore,  Lowndes, 
Lyman,  Maday,  McCoy,  Msrcbsnd,  Msson,  Mercer, 
R.  Moore,  S.  Moore,  Nesla,  Nelson  of  Massschosetts, 
Nelaoo  of  Virginis,  Overstreet,  I'srker  of  Virginia, 
Patterson,  Philson,  Pinckney,  Pindall,  Pitcher,  Rieh- 
VBOod,  Rogera,  Settle,  Shaw,  Silsbee,  Sloan,  Smith  of 
^orth  Carolina,  Stevena,  Strong  of  New  York,  Swear- 
ingen,  Tanr,  Taylor,  Tracy,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina, 
Walker,  Warfield,  and  Willuma  of  North  Carolina. 

IVato — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Arcber 
of  Maryland,  Batemao,  Bloooi6eld,  Brown,  Bru«b, 
Bntier  of  New  Hampsbire,  Campbell,  Case,  CIsgett, 
Cocke,  Crafts,  Crawford,  Culbreth,  Cushman,  Earle, 


Edwards  of  Pannnlvania,  Folger,  Foot,  Fomat,  Ful* 
ler,  GuyoD,  Hill,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kinsley,  Little, 
Linn,  McCreary,  McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of 
Kentucky,  Mallary,  Meigs,  Metcslf,  Morfon,  Murray, 
Newton,  Parker  of  Massachusetts,  Rankin,  Rbea, 
Rich,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Ross,  Ross,  Ssmpsoo, 
Sswyer,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Msrylsnd, 
Southard,  Storrs,  Street,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Terrell, 
Tomlinson,  Tompkins,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia, 
WendoTer,  Whitman,  Williams  of  Virginis,  sod 
Wood. 

So  the  bill  was  postponed  to  the  next  session  of 
Congress. 

SENATE  BILLS,  ^. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee,  moved  that  the  House 
do  now  proceed  to  consider  the  bill  from  the  Sen* 
ate.  entitled  ^*An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  officers 
and  volunteers  ensaged  in  the  late  campaiga 
against  the  Seminote  Indians;"  which  motion  was 
rejected  by  the  Howe. 

Mr.  PiNOKNBY  moved  the  following  amendment 
to  the  rnlfis  and  orders  of  the  House,  to  wit; 

JUiotvedt  That,  In  futare,  a  bill  that  has  pas«sd  and 
become  a  law  shall  not  be  carried  to  the  Senate  kx 
two  houm  after  the  reading  of  the  Journal  the  neit 
day,  escept  in  the  two  last  day  a  of  the  session. 

The  amendment  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
until  to-morrow. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  '<An  act  to  in- 
corporate the  inhabitanto  of  the  City  of  Washings 
ton,  and  to  repeal  all  acts  heretofore  passed  for  that 
purpose,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  as 
amended. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  dissgree  to  the  first  amendment, 
and  agree  to  the  second  and  third  amendments 
propos^  hj  this  House  to  the  bill,  entitled  '^An 
act  to  provide  for  clothing  the  Army  of  the  United 
States  in  domestic  manufactures,  and  for  other 
purposes."  They  have  passed  bills  of  this  House 
of  the  following  titles,  to  wit:  An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Thomas  C.  Withers;  and  An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Daniel  Bickley,  and  Catharine  Clark, 
administratrix  of  John  Clark,  deceased,  with  aa 
amendment  to  each. 

They  have  also  passed  bills  of  the  Mowing 
titles,  to  wit:  An  act  to  authorize  the  appointment 
of  commissioners  to  lay  out  the  road  therein  men- 
tioned ;  and  An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  Leaa- 
der  Cathcart;  in  which  amendments,  and  the  two 
last  mentioned  bills,  they  ask  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

THE  LOAN  BILL. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Smith,  of  North 
Carolina,  in  the  chair,)  on  the  Loan  bill.  Mr. 
Trimble's  proposition  to  strike  out  the  words  two 
millions,  bemg  under  consideration — 

Mr.  Storrs  rose  in  support  of  the  amendment, 
and  entered  into  an  argument  to  show  that  the 
Sinking  Fund  was  solemnly  pledged  to  the  re- 
demption of  the  public  debt,  and  that  this  fund 
could  not  be  toucned  or  diverted  from  its  original 
purpose  without  violating  the  public  faith;  he 
spoke,  also,  in  favor  of  filling  the  blank  with  five 
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and  thus  providing  resoureeA  for  any  un- 
feresMn  eontiogenqr  wkich  mifht  oecur. 

Mr.  Barbour  made  some  addilional  remarks  to 
fortify  the  oi)inion  which  he  had  yesterday  ad- 
vanced, that  it  was  entirely  within  tne  just  power 
of  Congress,  without  impinging  at  all  on  the  pub- 
lic faith,  to  apply  the  surplus  of  the  Sinking  Fund 
to  the  public  current  exigencies,  and  that  it  was 
expedient  to  make  such  an  application  of  the  sur- 
plus to  supply  the  existing  dene  it  in  the  Treasury 
of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Speaker  Clay  took  the  converse  of  Mr. 
Barbour's  position,  and  maintained  the  propriety 
of  adhering  mviolablv  to  the  system  adopted  in 
1816  for  redeeming  the  pahHc  debt;  and,  conse- 
qaattky,  die  inejroedieney  of  toucbinff  the  surplos 
of  Uke  Sinking  Pund---4i  fund  whicn  he  consid- 
ered ss  forming  one  of  the  most  eBseniial  featorei 
in  the  permsneat  systons  of  the  Government,  and 
which  should  not  be  made  sabs^vient  to  t^mpo* 
rary  caaaes  or  iHcidcntai  pressure  on  the  Treasury. 
He  remarked  at  some  length  on  the  present  exigen- 
cies, and  the  probable  condition  or  the  Treasury 
for  the  future;  believing  that  the  deficit  woold 
greatly  exceed  the  amount  estinuted  by  the  Com* 
mittee  of  Wajrs  and  Means,  and  that  the  revenue 
from  the  public  lands  was  muoh  overrated,  he  re- 
gretted that  some  permanent  practical  system  had 
not  been  {nroposed  by  the  committee  instead  of 
the  inefficient  system  of  loans  to  which  he  was 
opoosed. 

Afr.  Barbour  made  some  remarks  in  reply,  and 
Mr.  Clay  rejoined. 

Mr.  Fuller  made  some  remarks  on  the  nature 
of  pledges,  from  which,  and  from  a  reference  to 
the  laws  providing  the  Sinking  Fund,  he  deduced 
the  opinion  that  the  only  point  to  which  the  faith 
of  the  nation  was  pledged  was  to  provide  sufficient 
funds  for  the  payment  <»  the  public  debt  as  it  should 
became  dne^  and  that  it  was  no  violation  of  that 
faith  to  use,  in  the  meantime,  for  another  purpose, 
the  money  set  apart  for  that  objecL  so  that  the  debt 
was  faithfuilly  ndct  when  the  day  of  payment  should 
arrive. 

Mr.  LowNOES  concurred  entirely  in  all  that  had 
been  said  ooncernin|[  the  necessity  of  observing  the 
fkublic  faith,  in  paying  either  the  interest  or  the 
principal  of  a  debt  when  it  becomes  due;  The 
cnfy  pledge.other  than  this  wae,  thht  ten  millions 
of  dollars  should  be  provided  annually,  above  the 
expenditure ;  but)  if  the  unemployed  portion  of  this 
fund  be  allowed  to  lie  in  the  hands  of  the  Com- 
mbsioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  to  borrow  for  the 
public  exigencies  would  be  adding  to  the  expendi- 
ture without  increasing  the  income,  d^c.  at  was 
averse  to  borowing  money  merely  to  purchase  up 
stock,  and  argued  at  some  length  to  show  that  the 
public  faith  was  merely  pledged  that  there  should 
oe  so  much  of  the  public  debt  annually  paid,  if  to 
be  bought — not  that  the  machinery  of  the  Sink- 
ing Fund  should  be  kept  up ;  that  there  was  no 
impropriety^  and  that  it  would  be  expedient,  to 
maxe  use  ol  the  surplus  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  now 
lying  inactive.  He  thought  it  would  be  improper 
to  adopt  any  {lermanent  system- of  revenue  other 
than  the  extsting  onej  in  the  present  exigency; 


because  no  one  could  foresee  what  would  be  ^e 
amount  of  income  from  the  ordinary  atunces  next 
year.  It  was  proper  to  see  what  would  fMobaUy 
be  the  permanent  condition  of  the  pecimiaTy  re- 
sources of  the  nation  before  a  pennaneiit  system 
should  he  adopted  to  meet  it,  Ac. 

Mr.  Clay  again  spoke  in  support  of  a  steady 
and  inviolable  adherence  to  the  system  provided 
in  1816  for  the  gradual  redemption  of  the  pnUic 
debt — argning  that  it  was  this  course  of  policj 
which  had  given  such  advantage  to  £n^and  as  to 
enable  her  to  contend  with  and  almost  conquer 
Europe;  and  that  a  strict  observance  of  it  by  this 
Government  was  necessary  to  preserve  the  public 
credit  unimpaired,  and  give  confidence  in  the  good 
faith  of  the  Go?ernment,  dbc. 

Mr.  Smita,  of  Maryland,  entered  into  an  eiab- 
orarte  defence  of  the  report  of  the  Coeunittee  of 
Ways  and  Means^  and  the  coarse  iveommeiided 
by  tnem. 

The  qne^tlon  was  then  taken  on  striking  cot  tjfe 
word  two^  and  carried. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland  moved  to  fill  the  blank 
with  thne  millions. 

Mr.  Trim  RLE  moved  jHv  millions. 

Mr.  WtLLiAHs,  of  North  Caroliiia,  moved  two 
miUicn  Jive  htmdred  thotaand  dottetn. 

The  motion  for  Ate  millions  being  first  tried,  was 
negatived ;  and  the  motion  to  fill  the  blank  with 
Aree  millions  was  agreed  to — ayes  05,  noes  50« 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the  blank 
left  to  fix  the  rate  of  interest  to  be  given  for  the 
loan  wtis  filled  up  with  jive  per  ceviL 

Bdr.  LowifOEs  moved  an  amendment,  having  for 
its  object  to  make  the  loan  reinabursahke  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  Government,  instead  of  aAer  the 
1st  of  January  1832,  and  paying  an  interest  in  the 
meantime  of  six  per  cent. ;  conceiving  it  improper 
that,  bet^use  at  a  moment  of  pressure  the  Govern- 
ment was  obliged  to  contract  a  dcibt,  it  should,  in 
case  of  more  prosperous  circumataneesi  not  have 
the  faculty  of  paving  it  ofi*. 

Considerable  debate  took  place  on  thb  motion, 
chiefly  on  the  probable  revenue  in  years  to  come, 
and  the  ability  of  the  Qoverament  Xxy  pay  this  loan 
— in  which  Messrs.  LowitDBS,  ^'^^  Smith  of 
Maryland,  and  Fojulcr,  took  sides.  The  motion 
to  amend  the  bill  waki  negatived^-^yes  3ft 

Mr.  Balowin  moved  to  insert  a  clause  to  author- 
ize the  sale  from  time  to  time  of  so  much  of  the 
stock  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  ownal  by 
the  United  States,  as  may  be  necessary  to  meet  the 
expenses  of  Government  for  the  comings  year. 

The  motion  was  supported  by  Mr.  Balowik, 
and  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Clat,  and  SmMh 
of  Maryland.  The  amendment  was  negatived— 
ayes  10. 

The  Committee  then  proceeded  to  the  consider^ 
ation  of  the  resolation  which  was  lefew^  to  it, 
calling  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  pre- 
pare and  lay  before  CongKSs,  at  its  next  session  a 
system  of  internal  revenue 

Mr.  Clay  hoped  the  Committee  woold  reject 
this  resolution.  The  Bxecntive,  he  said^  ted  the 
power  of  the  veto,  and  he  thought  it  iroold  be 
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going  too  &r  to  give  to  it  aho  tlie  power  of  origi- 
nating measures. 

The  resolution  was  rejected  by  th«  Committee 
vrithoot  a  division.  And  the  Committee  then  rose, 
and  repotted  their  proceedings  to  the  House ;  and 
the  House  adjourned. 


Saturday,  May  6. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitUd  "An  act  to  revive  the  powers 
of  the  eommissioBers  for  aacertaioing  and  deciding 
on  claims  to  land  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  and  for 
settling  the  claims  to  lands  at  Qreen  Bav  and  Prai- 
rie des  Chiensy  ia  the  Territory  of  Michigan,"  re- 
ported the  same  without  amendment  ^  and  it  was 
ordered  to  be  read  a  thud  time. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means^  made  an  unfavorable  repnrt 
on  therpetition  of  William  Bayard,  and  others,  of 
New  X  ork,  owners  of  United  Stales  three  per 
cent,  stocks,  fay  I>avid  Offden.  their  attorney; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  taUe. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  to  repeal  certain  parts 
of  ^^An  act  to  authorize  the  President  and  Mana- 
gers of  the  Washington  Turnpike  Road  Company, 
of  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  extend  and  uMtke  their 
turnpike  road  to  or  from  Georgetowi^  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  through  the  said  District,  to  the 
line  thereof;''  which  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^An  act  for 
the  relief  of  James  Leander  Cathcart,"  was  read 
twice,  and  refened  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  *<An  act  to 
authorize  the  appointment  of  commissioners  to  lay 
out  the  road  therein  meationed,"  was  read  twic& 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  ana 
Canals. 

The  ameadflMnt  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  ettlkled  "An  aet  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Biok- 
ley,  and  Catharine  Clark^  administratrix  of  John 
Giark,  deceased,"  was  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bOl,  entitled  ^An  act  for  the  rdief  of  Thomas  C. 
Withers,'^  was  also  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  House  took  up  for  consideration  the  mes- 
sa^  of  the  Senate,  disagreeing  to  the  amendment 
oitbia  House  to  the  bill  providing  for  clothingthe 
Army  of  the  United  States  in  domestic  manufac- 
tures. [This  amendment  provides  that  thcdiffer- 
ence  in  jnuce  between  the  domestic  material  and 
the  foK^;ii  matsrial  of  the  same  quality,  contmct- 
ed  for  or  pnrohased  for  Amy  clothings  shall  not 
exeeod  fim  per  centum.] 

Bir.  McLban  moved  that  the  House  do  insiston 
its  aanwidnaent;  and  this  motkm  was  deternuned 
i&  the  aAnnative—M  votes  to  47. 

The-Heose  then  resolved  itsetf  into  a  Commit^ 
tee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  annual  bill  for  akering 
and  establishing  certain  post  offices  and  post  roads; 
and  considerable  discussion  took  place  on  the 
amendments  proposed,  some  of  which  were  agreed 
to,  and  some  rejected. 


The  bill  was  at  length  sone  through ;  and  hav<> 
ing  been  reported  to  the  House,  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

LOAN  BILL. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  Loan  Bill  was  first  in  the  orders  of  the  day; 
and,  being  taken  up, 

Mr.  CooKB  moved  to  lav  the  bill  on  the  table ; 
and  assigned,  as  a  reason  tnerefor,  the  present  un- 
settled state  of  certain  matters  whicn  might  or 
might  not  afiect  the  expenditures  of  the  Oovem- 
ment,  and  render  necessary  a  loan  of  a  diflerent 
amount  from  that  proposed.  He  added,  that  theie 
was  no  occasion  for  haste  in  passing  the  bill,  then 
being  time  enough  remaining  to  act  on  it  after 
this  day. 

This  motion  was  carried  by  a  very  small  minor- 
ity, and  the  bill  lies  on  the  table. 


MONDAY)  May  8. 

Bir.  AaaBBBOK,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of  tne  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
pnying  for  a  grant  of  a  small  tract  of  land,  for  the 
use  of  the  inhabitants  of  Point  Coupee ;  which  was 
TtaA,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SiusBEB^  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
&irs,  made  naravomble  reports  on  the  petitiotts  of 
Thomas  C.  Robartson  and  Thomas  Shiddb,  fibr 
stores  lost  in  nnboats ;  of  sundry  lahabitants  of 
Portland,  in  tne  District  of  Maine,  and  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Savannah,  in  the  6hate 
of  Oeoigia,  on  the  subject  of  marine  hospitals ; 
which  reports  were  severally  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  SpEAXsa  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  enclosing  a 
letter  from  the  collector  of  the  customs  for  the  port 
of  New  Orleanf,  containing  the  information  that 
the  agent  of  the  contractor  for  building  the  li^ht- 
hause  on  Prank's  island,  at  the  month  of  the  nver 
Mississippi)  has  abandoned  the  nndertakinff)  ae^ 
oompanied  with  a  report  on  the  state  of  the  ooild^ 
mg,  and  an  estimainc^  certain  extra  watk  done  by 
the  contractor,  te.;  whioh'  letter  and  aeoevspany^ 
ing  doeaments  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Ccnmaeree* 

OhfeNdi  IKiat  the  committee,  aupoiated  on^fh^fe 
Mth  of  F^ebraarT  last,  tn  inqnira  mto  die  circum- 
stances under  wnich  powder  and  lead'faNive  tyeea 
loaned  by  the  War  Departmeni,  or  by  any  of 
the  officers  of  the  United  Stales  Army^  to  certain 
individuals,  be  discharged  frolnthe  furmerooBsid- 
eration  of  the  subject;  and,  on  motion  of  Mt.  Foa- 
RBBTj  the  following  pnamble  and  resolution  were 
agreed  to  by  the  ^use,  vizr 

Whereas  it  sppears,  bv  a  report  of  th«  Secretary  of 
War,  dsted  the  18th  of  February,  1820,  made  in  pur- 
luaiice  of  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
that  large  loans  of  powder  and  lead»  munitions  of  the 
United  States,  were  made  to  prirate  citisens  by  ths 
Ordnance  department;  Therefore, 

BtMohedt  That  a  seleet  committee  be  appointed  to 
Inquire,  and  report  to  this  House,  by  whom  the  said 
buis  were  made,  and  by  what  authority ;  why  the 
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■ame  wm  not  reclaimed  At  the  ezpintion  of  the  Io«d  ; 
what  time  ihe  said  loana  were  reported  to  ihe  head  of 
department ;  and,  if  a  loaa  ahoold  be  saatained,  bow 
far,  and  to  whom  ia  the  reaponaibilitj  attached  for  aach 
loaa  1  and  further,  to  report  the  proper  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding forthwith  against  anch  delioqoent  or  delin- 
qaenta,  for  the  recovery  of  the  aame. 

Meters.  Forrest,  Cocke,  and  McLane,  of 
Delaware,  were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

The  engrossed  oili  to  alter  and  establish  certain 
post  roads,  was  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and  sent 
to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  reviyiog  the  pow- 
ers of  the  Land  Commissioners  for  the  District  of 
Detroit,  dbc.,  was  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and 
returned  to  the  Senate. 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSIONS. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Pinoall,  for  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  to  report  a  bill  for 
suspending  the  operation  of  the  act,  which  has 
passed  at  the  present  session,  amending  the  Revo- 
Inttonary  pension  law,  until  the  1st  day  of  January 
next. 

Mr.  P.  assigned  as  a  reason  for  this  motion, 
that,  when  the  next  semi-annual  pa3rment  became 
due.  Congress  would  not  be  in  session,  and  that, 
in  consequence  of  the  new  provisions  annexed  to 
the  reception  of  the  pension,  and  the  want  of 
friends  or  agents  at  tne  Seat  of  Gk>yernment  in 
the  recess,  many  of  the  meritorious  pensioners 
would  be  obliged  to  relinquish  their  pensions,  dbc. 
The  suspension  of  the  operation  of  the  act  would 
besides  allow  an  opportunity  for  examininff  whe^ 
ther  it  might  not  be  advantageously  modified  or 
amended,  before  it  went  into  execution. 

On  the  question  now  to  proceed  to  the  consid* 
eration  of  Mr.  P.'s  proposition,  it  was  decided  in 
the  negative. 

COLONIZATION— SLAVE  TRADE. 

Mr.  Mebcbr,  from  the  committee  on  the  subject 
of  the  slave  trade,  to  whom  was  referred  the  me- 
aorial  of  the  President  and  Managers  of  the  Amer- 
lean  Society  for  colonizing  the  free  people  of  color 
of  the  United  States,  made  a  report  tnereon ;  which 
was  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to 
which  is  committed  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  en- 
titled ^'An  act  to  continue  in  force  'An  act  to  pro- 
teat  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  and  pun- 
iah  the  crime  of  piracy  $  and  also  to  make  further 
pioTiaioa  for  puauhing  the  crime  of  piracy.'' 

The  report  is  as  foluiws: 

The  Committea  on  the  Slave  Trade,  to  whoto  was 
nferred  the  memorial  of  the  President  and  Board  of 
Ifaaegen  of  the  American  Society  for  eoloniaiog  the 
fiee  people  of  color  of  the  United  States  have,  accord* 
iDf  to  order,  bed  under  coosiderstion  the  several  sob- , 
jects  therein  embraced,  and  report: 

That  the  American  Society  was  instituted  in  the 
City  of  Wftsbiogton,  on  the  28th  of  December,  1816, 
for  the  benevolent  purpose  of  affording  to  the  free  peo- 
ple of  color  of  the  United  States  the  means  of  estab- 
uehing  one  or  more  independent  coloniea  on  the  weat- 
em  coaat  of  Africa.  After  ascertaining,  by  a  mission 
to  that  continent  and  other  preliminary  inquiriea,  that 
their  object  is  practicable,  the  society  request  of  the 


Congress  of  the  United  States  a  charter  of  inoarpora- 
tion,  and  ruch  other  legialative  aid  aa  their  enterpme 
may  be  thouabt  to  merit  and  require. 

The  roemorialista  sbticipate  from  its  socceaa  conae- 
quencea  the  mo»t  beneficial  to  the  free  people  of  color 
themselves ;  to  the  several  States  in  which  they  at 
present  reside ;  and  to  that  contioeot  which  is  to  be 
the  aeat  of  their  future  eatabliahmeot  Passing  by  the 
foundation  of  theae  anticipatioiia,  which  will  be  aeen 
in  the  annual  reporta  of  the  society  and  their  former 
Biemoriala,  the  attention  of  the  eommittee  baa  been 
particularly  drawn  to  the  connexion  which  the  memo- 
rialists have  traced  between  their  purpose  and  the  pol- 
icy of  the  reeent  act  of  Coogreas  for  the  more  eflEedttal 
abolition  of  the  African  slave  trade. 

Experience  has  demonstrated  that  thia  delcetable 
traffic  can  be  no  where  ao  eaeceasfally  aaaatled  aa  on 
the  coaat  upon  which  it  originates.  Not  only  does 
the  collection  and  embarcation  of  its  QDoatunl  car- 
goes consume  mure  time  than  their  sobaequent  distri* 
bntion  and  sale  in  the  market  for  which  they  are  des- 
tined, but  the  African  coaat,  frequented  by  the  slave 
ahipe,  ia  indented  with  ao  few  comoHNliooa  or  aocesai- 
ble  harbora  that,  notwithstanding  ita  great  extent,  it 
could  be  guarded  by  the  vigilance  of  a  few  active  cruia- 
era.  If  to  theae  be  added  colonies  of  civilised  blacks, 
planted  in  commanding  aituationa  along  that  ooait,  no 
alave  ship  could  possibly  escape  detection  ;  and  thus 
the  security,  aa  well  aa  the  enhanced  profit  which  now 
cheriah  thia  illicit  trude,  would  be  effectually  counter^ 
acted.  Such  colonies,  by  diffuaing  a  taate  for  /egiti- 
mate  commerce  among  the  native  tribes  of  that  finitfol 
continent,  would  gradually  deatroy  among  them  also 
the  only  incentive  of  a  traffic  which  haa  hitherto  ren- 
dered all  African  labor  inaecure,  and  apnad  deaoJa- 
tion  over  one  of  the  moat  beantifol  regiooa  of  the 
globe.  The  colonies,  and  the  armed  veaseb  employed 
in  watching  the  African  coast,  while  they  co-operalod 
alike  in  the  csnae  of  humanity,  would  afibid  to  each 
other  mutual  succor. 

There  is  a  single  considers tion,  however,  added  to 
the  preceding  view  of  this  subject,  which  appeara  to 
your  committee,  of  itself,  conclusive  of  the  tenden^ 
of  the  views  of  the  memorialista  lo  forthrr  the  opera- 
tion of  the  act  of  the  ;id  of  March,  1818.    ThatattAot 
only  revokes  the  authority  antecedentlj  given  to  the 
several  State  and  Territorial  govemmenU  to  diapoee, 
as  they  pleased,  of  thoee  African  captivea  who  might 
be  liberated  by  the  tribunals  of  the  united  States,  but 
authoriies  and  requires  the  President  to  restore  tbea 
to  their  native  country.   Thp  unavoidable  ooneequeace 
of  thia  juat  and  humane  provision  is,  to  require  some 
preparation  to  be  made  for  their  temporary  aucoor,  on 
being  relanded  upon  the  African  ahore.    And  no  pre- 
paration can  prove  so  congenial  to  itoown  object,  or  so 
economical,  as  regarda  the  Government  charged  vrith 
this  charitable  duty,  as  that  which  would  bo  found  ia 
a  colony  of  the  free  people  of  ctilor  of  the  United  States. 
Sustained  by  the  recommendations  of  naaaorooa  sod- 
ettes  in  every  part  of  the  United  Siataa,  and  the  sp- 
proving  voice  of  the  Legislative  Aasembiica  of  aevefml 
States,  without  inquiring  into  any  other  teodenqr  uf 
the  object  of  the  memorialists,  your  eommittoe  do  not 
hesitate  to  pronounce  it  deserving  of  the  oauntenaaea 
and  support  of  the  General  Government.    The  extc«l 
to  which  these  shall  bo  carried  ia  a  question  not  aa  ea- 
aily  determined. 

The  roemorialiata  do  not  ask  the  GovernaeBt  to  aa- 
sume  the  jurisdiction  of  the  territory,  or  to  ksoMno,  in 
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any  degree  whateTer,  responiible  for  the  futore  safety 
or  tranquillity  of  the  contemplated  colony.  They  have 
prudently  thoagbt  that  ita  external  peace  and  aecurity 
would  bo  moat  e£^tually  guarded  by  an  appeal  in  ita 
behalf,  to  the  philanthropy  of  the  ciTilized  world,  and 
to  that  aenttment  of  ratribatiTt  justiee  with  which 
all  christeiidoin  is  at  preaent  animated  towaida  a  much 
injured  continent. 

Of  the  Conatittttionai  power  of  the  General  QoTem- 
meot  to  grant  the  limited  aid  contemplated  by  the  ac- 
companying bill  and  reaolutiona,  your  committee  pre- 
fume  there  can  exist  no  shadow  of  doubt ;  and  they 
leave  it  to  a  period  of  greater  national  proaperity  to 
determine  how  far  the  authority  of  Congress,  the  re- 
sources of  the  National  GoTernment,  and  the  welfare 
and  happiness  of  the  United  States,  will  warrant,  or 
require  its  extension. 

Tour  committee  are  aolemnly  enjoined  by  the  pe- 
collar  object  of  their  truat,  and  iuTited  by  the  sugges- 
tions of  the  memorialists,  to  inquire  into  the  defects  of 
the  existing  laws  against  the  African  slave  trade.  So 
long  as  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  United  States  to  pro- 
vide additional  reatraints  upon  this  odious  traffic,  they 
cannot  be  withheld,  consistently  with  justice  and  the 
honor  of  the  nation. 

Congreas  have  heretofore  marked,  with  decided  rep- 
robation, the  authors  and  abettors  of  this  iniquitous 
oommerce»  in  every  form  which  it  aasnmes ;  from  the 
inception  of  its  unrighteous  purpose  in  Americst 
through  all  the  subsequent  stages  of  its  progress,  to  its 
final  consummation ;  the  outward  voyage,  the  cruel 
seizure  and  forcible  abduction  of  the  unfortunate  Afri- 
can from  his  native  home,  and  the  fraudulent  transfer 
of  the  property  thus  acquired.  It  may,  however,  be 
questioned,  if  a  proper  discrimination  of  their  relative 
guilt  haa  entered  into  the  measure  of  puniahment  an- 
nexed to  these  criminal  acts. 

Your  committee  cannot  perceive  wherein  the  ofience 
of  kidnapping  an  unoflSsnding  inhabitant  of  a  foreign 
country ;  of  chaining  him  down  for  a  series  of  daya, 
weeks,  and  montha,  amidat  the  dying  and  the  dead,  to 
the  pestilential  hold  of  a  alaveahip ;  of  consigning  him, 
if  he  chance  to  live  out  the  Toyage,  to  perpetual 
slaTery,  in  a  remote  and  unknown  land,  differs  in  ma- 
lignity from  piracy,  or  why  a  milder  punishment  should 
follow  the  one,  than  the  other  crime. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  purchase  of  the  unfortunate 
Afrienn,  after  his  enlargement  from  the  floating  dun- 
geon which  wafts  him  to  the  foreign  market,  however 
criminal  in  itseii;  and  yet  more  in  ita  tendency  to  en- 
oonrage  this  abominable  traffic^  yieUs  in  atrocity  to  the 
Tioleni  aeixore  of  his  person,  his  sudden  and  unpre- 
pared separation  from  his  family,  his  kindred,  his 
friends,  and  his  country,  followed  by  all  the  horrors  of 
the  middle  passage.  Aie  there  not  united  in  this 
oflence  all  that  is  most  iniquitous  in  theft,  most  daring 
in  robbery,  and  cruel  in  murder  1  Its  consequence  to 
the  Tictim,  if  he  survives ;  to  the  country  which  re- 
ceiTcs  him  ;  and  to  that  from  which  he  is  torn,  are 
alike  disastrous.  If  the  internal  wars  of  Africa,  and 
their  desolating  effect,  may  be  imputed  to  the  slave 
trade,  and  that  the  greater  part  of  them  most,  cannot 
navr  be  questioned,  this  crime,  considered  in  its  re- 
mote^ as  well  aa  its  proximate  consequences,  Is  the 
Tery  darkest  in  the  whole  catalogue  of  human  iniqui- 
ties ;  nod  ite  authors  should  be  regarded  as  hottet  hu" 
imani  generic* 

In  proposing  to  the  House  of  RepresenUtives  to 
annke  aiich  part  of  this  ofianee  as  ocenn  upon  the 
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ocean,  piracy,  your  committee  are  animated,  not  bv 
the  desire  of  manifesting  to  the  world  the  horror  with 
which  it  is  viewed  by  the  American  people;  but,  by 
the  confident  expectation  of  promising,  by  this  exam- 
ple, its  more  certain  punishment  by  all  nations,  and 
its  absolute  and  final  extinction. 

May  it  not  be  believed,  that  when  the  whole  civilized 
world  shall  have  denounced  the  slave  trade  as  piracy, 
it  will  become  as  unfrequent  as  any  other  species  of 
that  offiince  against  the  law  of  nations  1  Is  it  unrea- 
sonable to  suppose,  that  negotiation  will»  with  greater 
facility,  introduce  into  that  law  such  a  provision  aa  is 
here  proposed,  when  it  shall  have  been  already  incor- 
porated in  the  separate  code  of  each  State  1 

The  maritime  Powers  of  the  Christian  world  hsive, 
at  length,  concurred  in  pronouncing  sentence  of  con- 
demnation against  this  traffic  The  United  States 
having  led  the  way  in  forming  this  decree,  owe  it  to 
themselves  not  to  follow  the  rest  of  mankind  in  pro- 
moting its  vigorous  execution. 

If  it  should  be  objected  that  the  legislation  of  Con- 
gress would  be  partial,  and  its  benefits,  for  a  time  at 
least,  local  it  may  be  replied,  that  the  Constitutional 
power  of  the  Government  has  already  be^n  exercised 
in  defining  the  crime  of  piracy,  in  accordance  with 
aimilar  analogies,  to  that  which  the  committee  have 
sought  to  trace  between  thta  general  oflence  against 
the  peace  of  nations  and  the  slave  trade. 

In  many  of  the  foreign  treaties,  as  well  aa  in  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  examples  are  to  be  found, 
of  pliaciea,  which  are  not  cognisable,  aa  such,  by  the 
tribunals  of  all  nations.  8u<^  b  the  unavoidable  eon* 
sequence  of  any  exerciae  of  the  authority  of  Congress^ 
to  define  and  punish  this  crime.  The  definition  and 
the  punishment  can  bind  the  United  Statea  alone. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate,  making  further  provision  fox 
the  exercise  of  this  Constitutional  power,  being  now 
before  the  House  of  Representatives,  your  committee 
beg  leaTe  to  offer  such  an  amendment  of  its  provisions, 
as  shall  attain  the  last  object  which  they  have  pre- 
aumed  to  recommend. 

Mr.  Mercer,  from  the  committee  on  the  suh- 
ject  of  the  slave  trade,  also  reported  amendments 
to  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 
continue  in  force  'An  act  to  protect  the  conunerae 
of  the  United  States,  and  punish  the  crime  of  pi- 
racy ;  and  also  to  make  further  proviaion  for  piu- 
ishing  the  crime  of  piracy ;"  which  were  commit- 
ted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  which  the 
said  bill  is  committed.  The  amendments  axe  aa 
follows : 

After  the  third  sedbn  of  the  hUl,  insert  the  foUowing 

seetioBs: 

And  be  U  furtket  enaetedt  That,  if  any  citiien  of 
the  United  Sutes,  being  of  the  ciew  or  ship's  compa- 
ny of  any  foreign  ship  or  vessel  engaged  in  the  slave 
trade,  or  say  person  whatever,  being  of  the  crew  or 
ship's  company  of  any  ahip  or  vessel  owned  in  whole 
or  m  part,  or  navigated  for  or  in  behalf  of  any  citisen 
or  citizens  of  the  United  States,  shall  Und,  from  any 
audi  ship  or  vessel,  and,  on  any  foreign  shoroi  seise 
any  negro  or  mulatto,  not  held  to  service  or  labor  by 
the  lawa  of  either  of  the  States  or  Territories  of  the 
United  Sutes,  with  inUnt  to  make  such  negro  or  mu- 
latto a  slave,  or  shall  decoy,  or  forcibjy  bring  or  carry, 
or  shall  receive  such  negro  or  mulatto  on  board  an^ 
such  ship  or  vessel,  with  intent  as  aforesaid,  such  citi- 
sen or  person  shall  be  adjudged  a  pirate,  and,  on  con- 
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▼ietion  thereof,  before  Che  circuit  court  of  the  United 
g^tefl  for  the  district  wherein  he  may  be  brought  or 
Ibqnd,  shall  suffer  death. 

And  bt  it  Jurther  enaetidt  That  if  any  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  being  of  the  crew  or  ship's  company 
of  any  foreign  ship  or  vessel  engaged  in  the  slave  trade, 
or  any  person  whatever,  being  of  the  crew  or  ship's 
company  of  any  ship  or  vessel  owned  wholly  or  in 
part,  or  navigated  for  and  in  behalf  of  any  citizen  or 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  shall  forcibly  confine  or 
detain,  or  aid  or  abet  iu  forcibly  confining  or  detain- 
ing, on  board  such  ship  or  vessel,  any  negro  or  mu- 
latto not  held  to  service  by  the  laws  of  jsitber  of  the 
States  or  Territories  of  the  United  States,  with  intent 
to  ma^e  such  negro  or  mulatto  a  slave,  or  shall,  on 
board  any  such  ship  or  vessel,  o0er  or  attempt  to  sell. 
as  a  slave,  any  negro  or  mulatto  not  held  to  service  as 
aforesaid,  or  shall,  on  the  high  seas,  or  anywhere  on 
tide  water,  transfer,  or  deliver  over,  to  any  ship  or.  ves- 
sel, any  negro  or  mulatto  not  held  to  service  as  afore- 
said, with  intent  to  make  such  negro  or  mulatto  a 
slave,  or  shall  Itnd|  or  deliver  on  shore,  {torn  on  board 
any  such  ship .  or  vessel,  any  such  negro  or  mulatto, 
WitK  intent  to  make  sale  oC  or  havina  previously  sold 
such  negro  or  mulatto  as  a  slave,  such  citizon  or  p«r- 
Bon  shall  be  adjudged  a  pirate,  and,  on  conviction 
thereof,  before  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for 
the  district  wherein  he  shall  be  brought  or  found^shal) 
sofior  deaths 

WESTERN  LAND  TITLES. 

The  House  then  resolved  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole^  on  the  bills  for  the  adjustment  of  cer- 
tain land  titles  in  Louisiana,  Missouri,  and  Ar- 
kansas. 

A  ffreat  d^l  of  debate  took  place  on  these  bills, 
whicn  occupied  the  remainder  of  the  day.  Among; 
the  various  motions  made,  and  amendments  of 
fered,  on  these  bills,  the  following  amendment  was 
offered  by  Mr.  Simkins  of  South  Carolina,  viz : 

**  And  be  it  further  enaeted.  That  the  claims,  whe» 
ther  British  or  French,  founded  on  complete  British 
or'^French  grants,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  reported 
by  —  Cosby  for  confirmation,  and  received  at  the 
land  office  oh  or  about  the  18th  July,  181&,be,  and 
the  same  are  hereby,  confirmed  against  any  claim  on 
Ibapart  of  the  United  States." 

This  amendment  Mr.  S.  supported  at  some 
le&gthj  and  with  much  zeal,  on  the  erounns  that 
there  was  no  reason  whjaii  act  should  have  been 
passed  at  the  latest  period  of  the  session,  makinff 
the  same  relinquishment  in  favor  of  Spanish 
cVmom,  even. bottomed  on  inferior  evidence*  All 
he  wished  was,  to  deal  oat  justice,  with  an  even 
faftfi^  to  all. the  claimants  under  tne  diflferenl  na- 
tiiHM.  who.  had.  reapectively  held  this  country. 
Tbkt  he  well  knew  there  were  various  objec- 
tions urged  to  British  grants — ^that  thev  contained 
VBt^f  conditions  to  be  performed  by  tne  grantees, 
wbichf  were  contained  in  nearly  all  British  grants 
to.  lands  throughout  the  Southern  States ;  which 
conditions  are  either  obsolete  or  void,  as  being 
imi>08sible,  or  utterly  unfitted  to  the  situation  of 
the  country.  That,  at  all  events,  the  conditions 
were  subsequent  to  the  investiture  of  the  States, 
and  could  never  be  divested  without  some  regular 
proceeding,  requiring  due  notice  to  all  the  gran- 
tec^,  and  a  trial  of  their  rights.    Tiiey  could  nevev 


be  otherwise  forfeited  b)r  the  laws  of  any  civilizad 
country.  But,  be  said,  it  is  urged  mou  warmly 
that,  by  a  condition  contained  m.  the  Treaty  of 
1783,  by  which  Qreat  Britain  jidded  this  coon- 
try  to  Spain,  all  British  solgects  owning  land 
were  compelled  to  settle  or  sell  their  claims  within 
eighteen  months.  This  is  tnie ;  but  it  »  equally 
true  that,  if  from  the  value  of  the  possessions,  the 
proprietors  should  not  be  Me  to  dispose  of  their 
luid,  dbc.,  then  it  is  expressly  stipuated  by  the 
Spanish  Government  that  it  would  grant  a  pro- 
longation of  the  time  proportioned  to  the  end. 
Now,  sir,  will  the  Committee  consider  the  state 
of  the  country  at  that  time :  scarcely  settled  at  all, 
or  at  any  rate  at  but  very  few  points,  and  the  de$- 

gotism  and  caprice  of  the  Spanish  Government  for- 
idding,  rather  than  inviting,  settlements!  Could 
they  have  sold  then?  Caii  apy  gentleman,  in 
his  sober  senses,  dream  of  a  possn)i]ity  of  selling? 
Well,  sir,  as  soon. as  the  cojuntnr  b^^n  to.  be  set- 
tled, so  as  to  enhance  the  value  or  lands,  the  %«a- 
ish  Governor,  without  any  legard.to.BlEiti&h  claims, 
as  expressly  seemed  by  the  tseaty,  begin  io  re- 
grant  the  land,  and  to  enable  all  sortadf  people 
to  .obtain  orders  of  survey,  coneessioiM,  pennisaions 
to  setde,  &c.,  of  this  very  land ;  and  thus  have 
these  unfartunate  claimants  been  first  tantalized 
with  the  hope  of  selling,  but  actually  prevented 
from  so  doing;  and  verv  many  just  claimants, 
some  of  whom  I  have  tne  pleasure  to  know  in 
South  Carolina,  have  been  continually  defeated 
in  their  continual  efforts,  either  to  sell  or  to  pos- 
sess these  valuable  lands.  It  has,  I  know,  said 
Mr.  S.,  been  asserted  that  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment did  give  a  further  time — soma  say  three 
years,  some  five,  some  one  time,  and  some  another ; 
for  all  British  claimc^nts  to  come  in  and  .settle  or 
sell,  d^.  But  where  Is  the  evidence  of  Uih  7  Are 
hundreds  of  claimants  to  be  divested  of.  their  sa- 
cred rights  upon  mere  report^  without  any  rea- 
sonable or  legale  notipe,  or  au^  notice  atall,  of  the 
progress  of  anv  proc^ediogi  if;  an^r  auch  ever,  did 
exist  ?  But  wbat  has  opecaled  with  :the  aiast  in* 
justice,  and  is  mostcomplaiaed  of  hy  Biitish claim- 
aoM^  is,  thai  you  have,  by  your  lawa,  appointed 
commissioners  to  receive  evidence  of  all  claims, 
and  to  report,  such  as  appeared  just  le  Con^iess 
for  confirmation.  Under  this  legiibtioii,  British 
clairaaats  have  filed,  their  evid«iee,  whicb  has 
beea  rendered,  and  whilst,  yon.  have  confirmed 
Spanish  claims,  bottomed  op  evidence  quite  infe- 
rior, and  liaUe  to  fraud,  you  have  utteriy  nc^dlected 
complete  British  grants^  aldipugh  regularly  filed 
and  all  the  legd  requisites  complied  with.  Sir, 
said  he,  this  subject  was,  two  years  ago,  thougbt 
to  be  of  su<;h  importance.,  that^  bv  a  resolution  of 
this  House,  you  required  the  Secretai^  of  the 
Treasury^.to  report,  at  the  next  suceeeding  sevion. 
a  plan  for  the  proper  adjustment  of:  daapas  of  all 
kinds.  [Here  Bir.  S.  required  the  Cleik  to  read 
the  report,]  This  report,  sin  is  suhmilied  to  the 
Committee  to  show,  thati  afier.  the.  most  maiaee 
investigation,  a  biU  was  r^iorted.  adjos^iy  sdl 
British  claims  as  well  as  Spanbn  and  FVaeh. 
This  was  just  and  righf,  but  you  find  tb»  bill 
somehow. or  other  got^dof^^ndabiiliRfotiied 


221S 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


iZU 


UXTy  18S0. 


Pf'beudiitgs, 


Hlor JL 


in  favor  of  Spa&ish  claims,  which  was  passed. 
Mr.  S.  concluded,  by  saying,  that  his  amendment 
only  went  to  relinquish  the  claim  of  the  United 
States  to  lands  covered  by  British  grants,  and  then 
to  leave  the  parties  to  their  legal  remedies,  in  the 
courts  where  there  were  confticting  claims.  It 
vraa  a  feaaooaUe  ameadmenl,  and  be  hoped  it 
would  .be«dopted« 

Mr.  S.  was  answered  by  Mr.  Clay,  (Speaker,)* 
Mr.  BuTLSft,  Mr.  Hbuf B8>  and  Mr«  Campbell, 
to  whom  be  replied. 

Tbc  anendmeiit  was<  howerver,  rejected.  The 
halls  w«re  reported  to  the  House,  but  notfintily- 
acted  on. 


TtESDAv,  Maiy^i: 

Mr.  WiLLUMS,  of  North  •  C^volina,  from  the 
Connmttee  of  Claims^  to  wbieh  wm  referred  the 
hill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An«ceaiithori2iDg> 
the  settlement  of  the  aceoimts  between  the  United 
Slales«»d  Rkihaird  O'Bl'iea,  lata  Am^iean  Con- 
ni  at  Algicis,"  reported  the  sasse,  with  an  amttfd^ 
iaeiii)v«Ml<be  bill  waa  committed  ^o  a  Committee 
of'  the  WI1OI0  to-morrow. 

M#.  SiHrnM",  from  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals,  to  which  was  referred  the  bil!  from  the' 
Senate,  entitled  '^ An  act  to  authorize  the  appoint- 
ment of  commissioners  to  lay  out  the  road  therein 
mentionied,'^  reported  the  same,  without  amend- 
ment, and  it  was  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  provi- 
ding for  the  preservation  and  repair  of  the  Cum- 
berland road. 

A  message' from  the  Senate- informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  concof  in  the  fourth,  fifth,  sixth, 
and  seventh,  and  disagree  to  the  first,  second,  and 
third  amendments  of  this  House  to  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  additional 
land  offices  in  the  State  of  Alabama.''  They  ^also 
coaeur  in  the  second,  third,  fourth,  and  fifth  of  the 
amendments  of  this  House  to  the  bill  from  the 
Senale,  entitled  "An  aet  to  incorporate  tbeinhab^ 
itaAtsof  the  City  of  Washington,  and  to  repeft!k  all 
acta  heretofore  passed  for*  that  purpose,"  and'  dis* 
^xeB'to  the  first  of  the  amendments  to  the  said 
bni,  and  aik  m  conlerence  upon  the  subject  of  the 
disagreeiag'  votes  of  the  two  Housea  on  the  said 
first-  amendmeBty  to  which  eoaference  th^y  have 
appointed  manajg^ers  on  their  part.  They  have' 
passed  bills  of  this  House  of  the  following  titles, 
to  wit :  An  act  for  the  relief  •  of  certain  settlet^  in 
the  Stale  of  Illinois,  who  reside  within  the  Vin- 
cennes  land  district ;  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Angus 
O.  Frazer,  and'  others  \  and  An  act  to  amend 
the  ^aety  entirided  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  pbb- 
licationiof  the  laws  of  the  United  Stales,  and  for 
other  <pi»|M»es,V  with  amendmantsto  each.  They 
have  ako  passed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit : 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  Lewis  H.  Qaerlain ;  and' 
An  not  to  limit  the  term  of  offiee  of  certain  offi^' 
oera  tberdn  named,  and  for  othlnr  purpbaes;  iu 
which  aaeodnents,  and  two  bills,  they  aak  the 
cootforreAoe  of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  miessagt^ 
fram  ^hb  BttMite  attaotmcing  their  diaagreenietit  to 


the  first  amendment  of  this  House  to  the  bill,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  incorporate  the  inhabitants  01  the 
City  of  Washington,  and  to  repeal  all  acts  hereto- 
fore passed  for  that  purpose,"  and  asking  a  confer- 
ence on  the  said  amendment ,  whereupon  it  was 
resolved,  that  this  House  do  agree  to  the  confer- 
ence asked  by  the  ^Senate  on  the  amendment  afore- 
said, and  that  managers  be  appointed  to  attend  the 
same  on  their  part.  Messrs.  Kbivt,  Cobb,  and 
McLane,  of  Delaware,  were  appointed  the  said 
mstnagers. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
bills  of  this  House  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit  i 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  settlers  in  tne  State 
of  Illinois,  who  reside  within  the  Vincennes  land 
district ;  and  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Angus  O. 
Frazer,  and  others,  were  severally  concurred  in 
by  the  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  hiH  of  this  Houaa 
entitledan  aet-t^aiter  the- times  of  the  session  <tf 
the  circuit  anil  distti<it  couila  in  the  Diitartdr  df 
Coltta!ibia,'wi^  an'aineiMlfiiciiti'  They  bave-ato 
paascd  a  bill,;  enlitfted  <*An  aaft  fartiraTeitef  oftitf 
mhabitants  of  the  v^lagi  of  Fooria,  in  thff  Sta«e 
•of  lUittois;'*  in  whiefa  amendment' and  WtHhiey 
aak  the  concurretlee  of  this  House. 

Bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  follotrinr  tft)«s,  10 
wit:  An  act  for  the  rdief  of  Lewis*  H.  Guii*rlain ; 
an  act  to  limit  the  tertn  of  ofi^ce  of  cei^tain  officers 
thei^ein  named,  and  for  oth^r  purposes :  and  an  act 
for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  village  of 
Peoria,  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  were  severally  read 
twice,  and  referred  \  the  first  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  the  second  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, apd  the  third  to  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims. 

The  amendment  pioposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  the  times  of  the  ses* 
sion  of  the  eiitoiiit  and  district  courts  in  the  Dis- 
triot  of  Columbiaj"  was  read,  and  concurred  in  by 
the  House. 

The  House  resumed  the*  consideration  of  the 
bill  supplementary  to  the  several  acts  for  the  ad-^ 
jnstmenf  of  land  claimsi  in-  the  State  of  LoaisiaiMi,' 
and  Tetr^r^  of  Missotn-i,  and  the  question  which 
was  depeudmg  yesterday  at  the  time  of  adjourn- 
ment, again  recurred,  to  wit:  That  the  said  bill 
be  postponed  until  the  first  day  of  the  next  session* 
of  Congress;  and  being  put,  it  passed  in  the  afflirni- 
ative:  whereupon, 

Mr.  Cobb  moFcd  that  the  House  do  reconsider 
the  said  vote;  which  motion  was  rejected. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  ea|itied 
"An.  act  nipplementaiy^  to  the  several  acts  %  the 
adjustment  of  land  claims  in  the  State  of  Louis-' 
iaoay'.'  be.  read  a  third  time  to-monrow. 

Mtt  PABKBBy  o£  Virginia,  suhmatted  the  foUonr- 
ingtftsolution : 

lUeohed,  by  the  SenAUand  Htnue  of  lUpi^eimtk' 
Hiftsnfthe  (fnlied  Statu  ofAmmea  in  Congren  av- 
sembled.  That  the  President  of  the  Senate,  for  the 
time  being,  and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives be,  and  they  are  hereby,  aathoHzed  and 
empowered  to  adjourn  their  respective  Honkes»  sine 
ditf  on  Friday,  the  ISth  day  of  the  present  month ; 
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and  thftt  the  resolution  heretofore  passed,  autbormog 
an  adjournment  on  the  16th  instant  be,  and  the  same 
]•  hereby,  rescinded  and  made  void. 

The  resolution  being  read,  the  question  was 
taken,  Will  the  House  now  proceed  to  consider 
the  same  ?  and  determined  in  the  negative. 

COLONIZATION  SOCIETY. 

Mr.  Mercer,  from  the  committee  on  the  subject 
of  the  slave  trade,  reported  a  bill  to  incorporate  the 
American  Society  for  colonizing  the  free  people 
of  color  of  the  United  States :  which  was  read 
twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole.    The  bill  is  as  follows : 

A  Bill  to  incorporate  the  American  Society  for  coloni- 
sing the  free  people  of  color  of  the  United  States. 
Bt  U  enacted,  Sfc,  That  Bushrod  Washington,  Wil- 
Ham.  H.  Crawford,  Henry  Clay,  John  Mason,  Henry 
Foiail,  Stephen  B.  Balch,  James  Laurie,  Obadiah  B. 
Brown,  William  Wilmer,  William  Hawley,  Walter 
Jonea,  Thomas  Dougherty,  Jacob  Hoffman,  FranciaS. 
Key,  Henry  Ashton,  Wilh'am  Thornton,  Elias  B. 
Caldwell,  Sichard  Smith,  and  John  Underwood,  and 
others,  composing  the  society  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia denominated  the  American  Society  for  colonizing 
the  free  people  of  color  of  the  United  States,  and  their 
anccessors,  duly  elected  in  the  manner  hereinafter 
mentioned,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  constituted  and 
daclared  to  be  a  body  politic  and  corporate,  by  the 
name  and  title  of  the  American  Society  for  colonixing 
the  free  people  of  color  of  the  United  States. 

Sac.  8.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  said  cor- 
poration be  authorized  and  empowered  to  take  and 
receive  any  sum  or  sums  of  money,  or  other  property, 
real  and  personal,  of  any  kind  or  nature  which  shall 
or  may  hereafter  be  gtveui  granted,  or  bequeathed  to 
the  said  corporation,  by  any  person  or  persons,  bodies 
politic  or  corporate,  capable  of  making  such  gift  or 
bequest :  Provided,  That  money  or  other  property  be 
laid  out  or  disposed  of  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  said 
corporation,  aoccMrding  to  the  intention  of  the  donors. 
8bc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said 
osrporation,  hereby  created,  shall  have  full  power  and 
aathority  to  fill  all  vacancies  which  msy  happen  in 
tbcir  number;  to  make,  ordain,  and  establish,  and 
execute,  such  bylawa  and  ordinances  as  may  be  deem- 
ed useful  te  the  society,  and  the  same  to  alter,  amend, 
and  abrogate  at  pleaaure ;  to  make,  have,  and  use  a 
common  seal,  and  the  aame  to  break,  alter,  and  renew 
at  pleasure ;  to  appoint  such  officers  and  agente  as 
may  be  required  for  the  management  of  the  concerns 
of  the  said  society,  and  to  assign  them  their  duties ; 
and,  generally,  to  provide  for  the  transaction  of  all 
business  appertaining  to  said  aociety :  Provided,  That 
no  by-law,  rule,  or  ordinance,  of  the  said  corporation 
ahall  be  made  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

Sic.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there  shall 
be  an  annual  meeting  of  the  members  of  aaid  corpora- 
tion, at  such  time  and  place  as  the  proper  ofScera  of 
aaid  corporation  may  appoint,  of  which  duo  notice  aball 
be  given  in  one  or  more  of  the  newspapers  pnbiiahed 
in  Uie  Diitrict  of  Columbia ;  at  which  time  and  place 
the  members  present  shall  elect  or  choose  the  omcera 
of  the  Society,  to  serve  for  one  year  ensuing  their 
election,  and  until  others  shall  be  elected,  and  consent 
to  serve  in  their  places ;  but  the  present  officers  of  the 
aociety  may  serve  till  the  next  annual  meeting,  until 
oiheiabe  appointed  or  chosen. 


Sic.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  laid 
corporation  shall  not  engage  in  any  banking  opeia.- 
tions ;  and  that  the  charter  hereby  granted  shall  be 
liable  to  be  amended,  altered,  or  repealed,  at  all  times 
hereafter,  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  Stetea. 

SLAVE  TRADE. 

Mr.  Mebcbr,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
resolations  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  negotiate  with  foreign  GorerooieDts  on 
the  means  of  effecting  an  entire  aboUtiQn  of  the 
African  slave  trade,  and  for  other  purposes;  whicii 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Ckxnmittee 
of  the  Whole  last  mentioned.  The  ivolQtioiis  are 
as  follows : 

Reeohedt  by  the  Senate  and  Houee  of  BepreMniOf 
tivet  of  the  Imited  Staiei  ofAmeriea  in  Congreet  aa- 
eembied.  That  the  President  be  reqaested  to  consult 
and  negotiate  with  idl  the  Governments,  where  Min- 
latere  of  the  United  Stetes  are,  or  shall  be  aeereditcdy 
on  the  meana  of  effecting  an  entire  and  immediate 
abolition  of  the  African  aiave  trade. 

Remthed,  4«*  That  the  Preaident  be  leqnasted  to 
enter  into  a  stipulation  or  formal  dcdaracioo,  with  the 
several  maritime  Powers,  recognising  the  independenos 
and  permanent  neutrality  of  any  oolony  of  the  free 
people  of  color  of  the  United  States,  which  rikall  be 
estobliihed  on  the  western  coast  of  Africa. 

Reeuked,  4'C.  That  the  Preaident  be  reqaested,  in 
such  use  aa  he  may  deem  it  expedient  to  make  of  the 
public  ships  of  the  United  Stetes,  to  afford  every  aid, 
not  inconsistent  with  the  public  welfare,  to  the  efliiru 
of  the  American  Society  for  colonizing  the  free  people 
of  color  of  the  United  Statea,  upon  the  western  coast 
of  Africa. 

PUBLICATION  OP  THE  LAWS. 

The  amendmente  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  from 
the  House  for  regulating  the  publication  of  the 
laws,  were  token  up. 

On  this  subject  tnere  was  some  debate.  Messrs. 
PiNDALL  and  Smith,  of  North  Carolina,  opposed 
the  amendments,  (wnich  go  to  enlarge  the  bill, 
and  extend  the  sphere  of  publication)  and  Messrs. 
Foot  and  Holmes  sujpported  the  amendments. 

Mr.  Ahobrson  was  in  favor  of  the  amendments, 
but  he  was  opposed  to  the  whole  bill,  and  desir- 
ous to  leave  the  law  as  it  now  stands.  He,  there- 
fore, moved  to  postpone  the  bill  indefinitely. 

A  fiood  deal  of  debate  took  place  on  this  motion, 
in  which  Messrs.  Pindall,  KoaERTSOif,  Rhea, 
Bateman,  Floyd,  and  Taylor,  took  part. 

The  question  on  indefinite  postponement  was 
decided  in  the  negative — ayes  44;  and  then  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  were  concurred  in. 

SPANISH  TREATY. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  PRsaiDEirr  or 
THE  United  States,  which  is  as  follows : 

To  the  Houee  of  Repreeentativee  of  the  United  Statet  .- 
I  communicate  to  Congreea  a  correspondence  which 
has  taken  place  between  the  Secretary  of  Stete  and 
the  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipoten- 
tiary of  Hia  Catholic  lilajeaty,  since  the  Menage  of 
the  27th  March  laat,  respecting  the  treaty  wbieb  was 
poncluded  between  the  United  Stetea  and  Sfnts,  on 
the  22d  February,  1819. 
After  the  failure  of  His  Catholic  Mijesty,  for  en 
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long  a  time,  to  ratify  the  treaty,  it  waa  expected  that 
this  Minister  would  have  brought  with  him  the  ratifi- 
cation ;  or  that  he  would  have  been  authorised  to  give 
en  order  for  the  deliveir  of  the  territory  ceded  by  it 
to  the  United  8tatea.  It  appeara,  however,  that  the 
treaty  ia  atill  anratified,  and  that  the  Minister  has  no 
authority  to  anrrender  the  tenitory.  The  object  of 
his  minion  hae  been  to  make  complaints,  and  to  de- 
mand explanations  respecting  an  imputed  system  of 
hostililyy  on  the  part  of  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
against  the  subjects  and  dominions  of  Spain,  and  an 
unfriendly  policy  in  their  Government,  and  to  obtain 
new  stipulationa  against  theae  alleged  injuries,  as  the 
condition  on  which  the  treaty  should  be  ratified. 

Unexpected  as  such  complaints  and  such  a  demand 
weie,  under  existing  circumstances,  it  was  thought 
proper,  without  compromittiog  the  Government,  as  to 
the  course  to  be  pursued,  to  meet  them  promptly,  and 
to  give  the  explanations  that  were  desired,  on  every 
subject,  with  the  utmost  candor.  The  result  haa 
proved,  what  was  sufficiently  well  known  before,  that 
the  charge  of  a  systematic  hostility  being  adopted  and 
pursued  by  citixens  of  the  United  States,  against  the 
dominions  and  subjects  of  Spain,  is  utterly  destitute 
«f  foundation ;  and  that  their  Government,  in  all  its 
branches,  has  maintained  with  the  utmost  rigor  that 
neutrality,  in  the  civil  war  between  Spain  and  the 
colonies,  which  they  were  the  fint  to  declare.  No 
Ibice  has  been  collected,  nor  incursions  made  from 
within  the  United  StatM,  against  the  dominions  of 
Spain ;  nor  have  any  naval  equipments  been  permit- 
ted, in  fovor  o(  either  party,  against  the  other.  Their 
citizens  have  been  warned  of  the  obligations  incident 
to  the  neutral  condition  of  their  country;  the  public 
officers  have  been  instructed  to  see  that  the  laws  were 
faithfully  executed;  and  severe  examples  have  been 
made  of  some  who  violated  them. 

In  regard  to  the  stipulation  proposed,  as  the  condi- 
tion of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  that  the  United 
Sutes  shall  abandon  the  right  to  recogniie  the  revo- 
lutionary colonies  in  South  America,  or  to  form  other 
relstions  with  them,  when,  in  their  judgment,  it  may 
be  just  and  expedient  so  to  do,  it  is  manifestly  so  re- 
pugnant to  the  honor,  and  even  to  the  independence 
of  the  United  Sutes,  that  it  has  been  impossible  to 
disease  it.  In  making  this  proposal,  it  b  perceived, 
that  His  Catholic  Msjesty  has  entirely  misconceived 
the  principles  on  which  this  Government  has  acted, 
in  being  a  party  to  a  negotiation,  ao  long  protracted, 
for  claims  so  well  founded  and  reasonable,  as  he  like- 
wise has  the  sacrifices  which  the  United  States  have 
made,  comparatively,  with  Spain,  in  the  treaty,  to 
which  it  is  proposed  to  annex  ao  extraordinary  and 
improper  a  condition.  Had  the  Minister  of  Spain 
ofifered  an  unqualified  pledge  that  the  treaty  should 
be  ratified  by  his  Sovereign,  on  being  made  ac- 
quainted with  the  explanations  which  had  been  given 
by  this  Government,  there  would  have  been  a  strong 
motive  for  accepting  and  submitting  it  to  the  Senate, 
for  their  advice  and  consent,  rather  than  to  resort  to 
other  measures  for  redress,  however  justifiable  and 
proper;  but  he  gives  no  such  pledge;  on  the  con- 
trary he  declares,  explicitly,  that  the  refusal  of  this 
Government  to  relinquish  the  right  of  judging  and  act- 
ings for  itself,  hereailer,  according  to  circumstances,  in 
regard  to  the  Spanish  colonies,  a  right  common  to  all 
nations,  hss  rendered  it  impossible  for  him,  under  his 
inetroctions,  to  make  such  engagement.  He  thinks 
(hat  his  Sovereign  will  be  induced,  by  his  oommuni- 


cationa,  to  ratify  the  treaty ;  but  still  he  leaves  him 
free  either  to  adopt  that  measure  or  to  decline  it.  He 
admits  that  the  other  objections  are  essentially  re- 
moved, and  will  not,  in  themselves,  prevent  the  ratifi- 
cation, provided  the  difficulty  on  the  third  point  is 
surmounted.  The  result  therefore  ui,  that  the  treaty 
is  declared  to  have  no  obligation  whatever;  that  its 
ratification  ia  made  to  denend,  not  on  the  considerar 
lions  whieh  led  to  its  aaoption,  and  the  conditions 
which  it  contains^  bnt  on  a  new  article,  uneonneete4 
with  it.  Inspecting  whieh  a  new  negotiation  must  be 
opened,  of  indefinite  duration  and  doubtful  issue. 

Under  this  view  of  the  subject,  the  coarse  to  be 
pursued  would  appear  to  be  direct  and  obfioos,  if  lb« 
affiiirs  of  Spain  had  remained  in  the  state  in  whieh 
they  were  when  the  Minister  ssiled.  But  it  is  known 
that  an  important  change  has  since  taken  place  in  the 
Government  of  that  country,  which  cannot  fail  to  be 
sensibly  folt  in  its  intercourse  with  other  nations. 
The  Minister  of  Spain  has  essentially  declared  his  in- 
abiUty  to  act  in  consequence  of  that  change.  With 
him,  however,  under  his  present  powers,  noUung  could 
be  done.  The  attitude  of  the  United  States  must  now 
be  assumed  on  full  consideration  of  what  is  due  to 
their  rights,  their  interest,  and  honor,  without  regard 
to  the  powers  or  incidents  of  the  late  miasion.  We 
may,  at  pleasure,  occupy  the  territory  whidi  was  in- 
tended and  provided,  by  the  late  treaty,  as  an  indem- 
nity for  losses  so  long  since  sustained  by  our  ekisene; 
bnt  still  nothing  could  be  settled  definitively  withoat 
a  treaty  between  the  two  nations.  Is  this  the  time  to 
make  the  pressure  1  If  the  United  Statea  were  gov* 
emed  by  views  of  ambition  and  aggrandisement,  many 
strong  reasons  might  be  given  in  its  favor.  But  they 
have  no  objecta  of  that  kind  to  accompUsh;  none 
which  are  not  founded  in  justice,  and  which  can  be  in* 
jored  by  forbearance.  Great  hope  is  entertained  that 
this  change  will  promote  the  happiness  of  the  Spanish 
nation.  The  g€N>d  order,  moderation,  and  humanity, 
which  hare  characterized  the  movement,  are  the  best 
guarantees  of  its  success.  The  United  States  would 
not  be  justified,  in  their  own  estimation,  shonld  they 
tske  any  step  to  disturb  its  hsrmony.  When  the 
Spanish  Government  is  completely  organized,  on  the 
principles  of  this  change,  as  it  is  expected  it  soon  w^ 
be,  there  is  just  ground  to  presume  that  our  difier- 
ences  with  Spain  will  be  apecdily  and  satisfiicterily 
settled. 

With  these  remarks  I  submit  it  to  the  wisdom  of 
Congress  whether  it  will  not  still  be  advisable  to  poefc- 
pone  any  decision  on  this  subject  until  the  next  sessioo. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Washivbtov,  diay  9,  1820. 

The  Message  and  docaments  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSIONS. 

Mr.  PiNDALL  then  introduced,  with  some  obser- 
vations, showing  the  grounds  on  which  he  deemed 
it  necessary,  a  joint  resolution,  the  object  of  which 
was,  to  declare,  that  the  instalments  of  Revolur 
tionary  pensions  which  will  become  due  on  or 
before  the  4th  dav  of  September,  should  be  paid  in 
like  manner  as  it  the  act  to  amend  that  act,  passed 
at  the  present  session,  had  not  become  a  law. 

The  question  to  consider  this  resolution  was 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  in  the  affir- 
mative— yeas  66,  nays  57. 

The  resolution  was  then  read  a  second  time. 
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.  Mr.  McLj^AVf  of  Kentucky,  move^  to  refer  jt 
tp  a  Committee  of  Uie  Wbote,  And  make  it  tbe 
Ocderpf  the  d^y  for  to-xoorrow.  On  ^us  xootiop 
Uim  Jtook  place  some  debate :  at  length,  the  yeas 
anicLAayi  being  prd<?Ked,  on  (he  pjgs^onfii  Mr. 
^^YtLOa,  ,Mr.  MqI^m  iriiU^dre^  nia  i»9(ioo  tp 

S^e  Mpe*  Mr.  Rbw  isnewod  ihe  nwiton,  aad 
JT*  :W4iUi*i4|i99  of  Njvthi  Camlina,.  suppocted  k. 

:The.yeas:antd  naya  w«ve  then  again  ordered  on 
the  ^oneetion^  on  saggettion  of  Mr.  TarLOB.  it 
miaa  decidad  jn.  Ihe  BfgBtive-^)FeaS'79,  pay  a  68. 

WheBeupoOi  a  debate  arose,  which  eonsiiQied 
much  time,  on  die  principle  of  the  resolve,  in 
wihioh  debate^ ibilowing  gentlemen  engaged: 
tkr  the  Two^iofi — ^Messrs.  7a.tlor,  Pindal^ 
MMtgEB,  8m|itb,  of  Maryland,  Whitman,  «aid 
Woop.  AffoUut  i^— Messrs.  jMql^EA^,  of  Ken- 
tacky.  BUBTON,  BLOQ«lFIfi(.P,  S^MXIN B,  BROW|f, 

and  B4BBODB. 

Those  who  oppoeed  the  jprinciplesjof  tfiis.re3o- 
Ini^  objected,  m&L  .to  its  Jorm,  4104  -the  invasion 
prjciposed  in  ihe  ocdii|ary  OIP/^  of  Icjgisl^tioo,  in 
^spending  l^  resohuign  the  operation  of  a  ia«r. 
;t,  tbe  lE^lutJMi  was  i^foken  of  as  heiog  in 
;t  ^  xjifpeal  of  |the  laiw  until  the  nent.  meeting  of 

^qg9e«rM>at.the,eaiMe  wjiieh  had  |ust,DMidethe 
aiMndatory  bkw  neaBasaij,  aamely,.^  tTaaioaa 
Bod  .<ftauda  under  the  origioal  law,  reqaired  a  cor- 
leetive  now  as  much  as  when,  Bader  <hat  convic- 
tioB,  the  ameDdatory  law  had  passed ;  that  the 
Hosse  was  now  Uiin,  and  ^e  attempt  to  spspend 
Ihe  law  was  taking  advantage  qf  the  absence  of  so 
considerable  a  jxnrtion  of  the  House. 

'To  "these  olijections  h  was  repliefJ,  that  a  jpint 
resplption^  approved  by  the  President,  was  as  much 
a  law  .^s  ifi  any  other  form,  and  was  justified  by 
xn^n^r  precedents  on  the  Sltatute  book.  The  pro- 
position, it  was  urged,  was  not  to  repeal  a  law,  but 
to  prevent  the  fiuapepsion  of  the  operation  of  the 
jfmw  law,hy  t^e  ,w9intof.tiixie  to  re^Ji^mixiie 
tm  the  c?ses  before  the  next  semi-annual  paynMot 
^omss  due.  A» Ao.theirauds  under  theoULlaw, 
mm  -wera  very  limited,  it  was  generally  beUeved, 
BM  An  amendment  of.  the  resolution  would  obviate 
that  ol^eotion.  It  was  further  said,  that  there  was 
every  reason  to  believe  it  would  take  two  years  to 
ezamiBe  anew  aud  adjudicate  the  pension  cases 
uader  the  amendatory  law.  As  to  the  House  being 
than,  leave  of  absence  had  been  granted  to  the  ab- 
sentees ;  and  there  yet  remained  as  appeared  by 
the  last  vote,  one  hundred  and  forty  members, 
which  could  not  be  called  a  small  portion  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  Parb^b.  of  YiraiBQi,  ippved  to  kiy  the  res- 
olution upon  the  table ;  whiqh  motiop  was  nega- 
tived— yeas  70,  nays  05. 

OnmotioB  ojTMr.  Foot,  the  readve  was  amended 
^y  annexing  a  proviso,  that  the  Secretary  of  War 
pe  and  hereby  js  directed  to  suspend  the  payment 
of  the  pension  to  any  person  whq,  in  -his  opinion, 
4$  not  entitled  to  a  pension  uncjer  the  original  act. 

l^he  question  was  at  length  taken,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  on  ordering  the  resolve  to  be  engrossed  (or  a 
t^tm^  reading,  and  agreed  to — yeas  85,  nays  67. 

The  Hou6e  proceeded  to  consider  the  message 
from  the  Senate,  reacting  the  amendment^  of 


this:Hon$e  ,to  the  bill  for  the  estaWahmc&t  of  cci- 
tam  ]an4  offices.  The  Senate  ngrecs  10  ^ 
^amendmBnts  of  thia  House,  caioept  tJUat  coe  wiuoh 
propoaes  to^eslftbliah  an  additional  land  «fioe  in 

ttdMUBB. 

Mr.  An BBB80W moflredtfaattfaisTHoiiae do veecde 
from  this  AmeqdmcnA.  Ho  haiidbip  •coqld  lendt 
fromtoiloiiw;  there beisg,  wilhost  tMsySdrea^ 
three  land  oAoes  in  Indiana. 

Mr.  HBNDBtOKB  proposed  that  the  Houbb^  iu- 
sistpn  its  amendment,  and  as^igiMdlhe  letsQD  9^ 
he  thought  it  ought  to  be  insisted  on.  As  to  the 
number  of  land  offices,  he  said  tdiere  were  not  ua 
manj  as  the  extent  and  population  of  the  State 
requifed ;  and  the  liegislikure  tvf  theftalle  had, 
by  the  memorialadopted,  he  believed,  uBBBomously , 
i^uested  the  establishment  of  this  cdfllce. 

On  die  question  to  recede  fh)m  thisaxnenrdment, 
it  was  detearmined  in  the  affirmatire— yeas  57, 
uays  53. 


WBUBBBPAy,  May  10. 

Mr.  Sjiith,  of  Macy]ftnd,inm  tl^  CflBMnitfee 
«f  Ways  Bad  M«M8»  ttpoitBd  a:  faiU  ia  addition  to 
the  act,  •cnlitlcd-  ^An  aot  mafciug  atpprqpPiiioBi 
for  the  aopport  of  GorerMiieiitiiDr  tbeycar  WSkf 
which  was  read  twice,  and  oommitted  ton  C^om- 
•mktae  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  CoLBBBTR,  iram  tfae-Commitlee  of  ClHma, 
to  Vhich  was  referred  the  ^biU  from  the  8cnB|e, 
enthled  ^An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  Leander 
-Cathcart,"  reported  the  same  without  amendment, 
and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  die 
Whole. 

The  Speakeb  laid  before  the  House  a  report  of 
hn  nroceedings  and  expendhureir,  under  Ore  act 
entided  '^An  aet  making  appropriatioos  ibr  ^e 
public  buildings,  and  for  wnishing  the  Capitol 
and  president's  House;"  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Accounts. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylob,  a  committee  was 
appointed,  jointly  with  such  conunittee  as  may  he 
appointed  ny  the  Sepate,  to  iaquiie  and  R|iart 
wpat  subjects  before  the  two  Houaes  are  proper  lo 
be  acted  on  doriag  the  preteat  aession  of  Cob- 
mreas;  and  Messrs.  Tatm>b.  Wiluamb  of  North 
CBTolina,  Smitb  of  MaryuiDd,  SBROsaHT,  aud 
IjOWmbbb,  were  apoointed  of  the  said  cBBamittw, 
on  the  part  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Stboro,  of  New  York,  aidNnittid  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Resohftdj  That  a  committee  be  sppointed  to  aicer- 
tain,  and  xeport  to  the  next  session  of  CongreM,  ths 
amount  of  claims  upon  the  United  States,  in  favor  of 
American  citiseos,  growing  out  of  the  last  war  with 
Oreat  Britain,  the  Creek  war,  and  the  Seminole  war, 
designating  the  names  of  the  claimants,  and  the  snm 
or  sums  which,  in  their  opinioo,  shall  be  eqaitablj  and 
(airly  due  to  each :  and,  as  to  the  expediency  of  pr»* 
▼iding  for  the  payment  of  the  same  by  an  issue  of  stock, 
bearing  an  interest  of— per  centum,  per  annnsi* 
redeemable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  United  8tsC«i^  out 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  laadft 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  MfiLBON  ctf  VirgiAia»theCoa2- 
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imttee  of  Aecoants  were  antborized  and  diluted 
1o  make  the  same  allowance  for  extra  services  to 
each  person  serring  this  House,  as  w&s  granted  at 
die  end  of  the  last  session. 

Tbe  bill  from  the  Senate,  entided  "An  act  sup- 
fftttttentanr  to  the  sereral  acts  for  the  adjustment 
of  land  dnims  in  ^  State  of  Loaisiana,''  was 
Tead  the  third  time  and  passed. 

A  message  fiom  the  Senate  informed  thie  House 
that  the  Senate  iMiH  on  their  disagreement  to  the 
Attt  amendment  proposed  by  thfs  Hoiise  to  die  bill, 
entitled  ''An  act  to  provide  for  the  clothing  of  the 
Artnf  of  the  Uaited  States  in  domestic  manufac- 
tores,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and  they  hate 
piassed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit :  <<An 
9Ct  to  amhorize  the  legal  representatiTes  of  Elisba 
Winter  and  William  Winter,  and  the  Attorney 
General^  on  the  pan  of  the  United  States,  to  take 
'tiie  examination  of  Witnesses  by  commission;" 
and  "An«ct  to  authorize  the  ajmomtinent  of  com- 
missiottets  to  lay  out  a  canal  in  the  State  of  Ohio ;" 
in  which  biHs  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this 


NSXt  MEETING  OF  CONGRBgAS. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  committee  on  the  sub- 
ject, introduced  a  bill  to  &t  the  time  for  the  next 
meeting  of  Congress,  viz*,  the  -second  Monday  in 
November  next,  instead  of  the  first  Monday  in 
December. 

In  assigning  the  reasons  of  the  committee  for 
recKNTting  this  biU^  Mr.  f.  stated  the  mimber  of 
bills  now  pending  m  this  House,  the  consideration 
of  nearly  tne  whole  of  which  would  be  necessarUy 
deferred  to  the  next  session  of  Congress.  Of  bills 
originating  in  the  House,  there  are  no^  pending, 
of  a  public  nature^  38 ;  of  a  private  nature.  Id. 
Of  hols  which  originated  in  the  Senate^  there  are, 
of  a  public  nature,  21 ;  of  a  private  nature,  31 — 
making  a  total  number  of  bills  pending^  106. 

The  bill  was  twice  read ;  and,  after  some  little 
debate,  the  question  was  taken  on  ordering  the  bill 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  and  decided  in 
the  affirmative  by  the  following  vote : 

Tbab — ^Messrs.  Adams,  Baker,  Baldwin,  Beechsr, 
Bloomfidd,  Buller  of  New  Hampshire,  Butler  of 
Loalaiaiia,  Cantidn,  Case,  Clagett,  Clark,  Cocke, 
Cook,  Culbreth,  Culpeper,  Cuahman,  Darlington, 
Dewitt,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edivartis  of 
Pennsylvmhia,  Folger,  Foot,  Forrest,  JPullerton,  OrOaa 
of  New  York,  Guyon,  Hackley,  Hsil  of  New  7ork, 
Hardia,  Hibshman,  Htll,  Holmes,  Hostetter,  Jones  of 
Tenneaaee,  Kendall,  Kinsey,  Kinaley,  Little,  Lirer- 
more,  Lyman,  MaUary,  ifardhand,  R.  MoofSj  8. 
Moore,  Newtdn,  Phel|M,  Pbttaon,  Pinckney,  Pit<^her, 
Utesy  Hogeito,  RuSB,  8aBipson,  Sawyer,  dhaw,  ^oan, 
Bmith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Msiylutd,  Stevens, 
Blorrs,  Strong  of  New  Yotk,  Taylor,  TomKnaoD, 
Tompkins,  Tracy,  Wallace,  Whitman,  add  Wood— 69. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Allen  of  New  York,  Al- 
len of  Tennessee,  Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland, 
Aicher  of  Virginia,  Barbour,  Bateman,  Boden,  Bre> 
vard,  Biran,  Burwell,  Cobb,  Crafts,  Crawford,  Crow; 
ell,  Cnthbert,  Dennison,  Dickinson,  Earic,  Edwards 
of  Ndrth  Carolina,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Gross  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Hall  of  North  Carolina^  Heist«'r,  Johnson, 
Jones  of  Virginia,  Linn,  McCoy,  McCreary,  McLane, 
of  Delaware,  McrLean  of  Kentucky,  Meigs,  Metcalf, 


Murray,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Maasachusetta,  Nelson  of 
Virginia,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Patterson,  Plndall,  Reed, 
Rich,  Richmond,  Robertson,  Rosa,  Sergeant,  Silsbee, 
Bimkins,  Smith  of  North  OaroKna,  Tarr,  Teilell, 
Trimble,  Toeker  of  Vffgfnft,  Tu<&er  of  Sooth  Ckiih 
litfa,  Walker,  Williams  of  Vittinla,  and  WHliams  tff 
North  O&rolintt— 69. 

The  hill  was  subsequently  read  a  third  timie^ 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concuirence. 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSIONS. 

^  The  engrossed  resolution  to  susfiefld  for  a  UuiM 
time  the  act  in  addition  to  the  act  ^to  pit>videibr 
certain  persons  engaged  in  the  land  and  nftvai  «#- 
vice  of  the  UnitM  states,  in  the  Revoltttibmrry 
war,"  Was  read  the  third  time. 

A  short  dehate  took  place  pn  the  question  iff'i& 
passage,  in  t^hich  Messrs.  Simkins,  WiLLliIra 
of  Nortn  Carolina,  Culpeper,  Alexandisr,  WAk- 
^rELD,  and  FiNDALL,  took  part. 

Mr*  Butler,  of  New  Hampshire,  said,  he  vsis 
in  fhvor  of  the  passage  of  the  resolution,  uthou^ 
he  voted  for  the  law  which  it  is  designed  to  sus^- 
pend.  Though  he  was  in  favor  of  die  object  pt 
the  law,  he  was  not  satisfied  with  its  form  $  bat 
iiiasmuch  as  the  Hou^  hail  been  occupied  sevend 
dajs  on  the  subject,  and  had  rejected  various  prop- 
ositions |o  am/end  the  law,  he  believed  it  becter  to 
pass  the  bill,  than  to  do  nothing,  h  had  been  ti^ 
resented  in  the  House,  he  said,  that  iaHky  iaapi  of 
influience  werie  receivmg  a  pension  mtdertte  htw 
of  Mltrch,  1818,  and  he  could  not  consent  totonik 
money  iior  lay  a  tax  upon  the  people,  t^hile  stibh 
men  were  enioying  the  bounty  of  the  Government, 
contrary  to  the  true  intent  of  the  law  under  which 
they  received  it. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  had  voted  for  evlery  ph^pbalition 
to  diminish  the  expenditctres  of  the  Oovemnieh^ 
so  as  to  bring  them  within  thelimits  of  the  teceipts. 
Taxes  were  odious,  he  said,  to  the  people,  and  %e 
would  not  resort  to  them  unless  diere  was  an  ab- 
solute necessity. 

Mr.  B.  said,  he  was  awhre  the  IhW.  Which  thfe 
resolution  proposed  to  suspend,  Would  iitapoife  a 
burden  upon  many  hdnest  and  indi^nt  sohlrcrs  of 
the  Revolution,  and  delay  them  in  dbtefnin^  th^ 
just  reward  of  their  country,  and  he  Was,  therefbre^ 
disposed  to  saspend  the  law,  that  they  might  hdiVe 
time  to  comply  with  its  requisites.  He  said.  He 
had  expected  tne  law  Would  have  lieen  mddmed 
by  the  Senate,  but  he  was  disappointed,  and  could 
not,  therefore,  vote  against  the  resolution,  as  it 
would  render  the  act  less  exceptionable.  He  did 
Dot  beLievC)  with  the  gentleman  from  VirginiQ, 
that  there  was  any  impropriety  in  varying  or  aa»- 
pending  an  act  bv  a  resolAtion  passed  at  uie  saifte 
session  ;  nor  could  he  perceive  that  there  #as  kny 
Constitutional  objection  to  such  a  mode  of  legisla- 
tion. 

Mr.  6.  said  he  Lad  strong  objections  to  the  act 
which  had  been  passed,  (hough  he  voted  for  it, 
and  he  was  willing,  at  ihe  present  session,  to  make 
it  more  acceptable,  by  the  passage  of  the  resolutioYL 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Holmes,  the  previous  ques- 
tion was  required  and  taken— being  decided  in  the 
affirmative. 
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The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  resolve  was 
decided  affirmatirely,  bf  yeas  and  nays,  78  to  69, 
as  follows : 

Yeab — Meisra.  Adams,  Allen  of  New  York,  Allen 
of  Tennessee,  Baker,  Baldwin,  Bateman,  Bayly,  Bo- 
den,  Brush,  Buffum,  Butler  of  New  Hampabire,  Case, 
Clagett,  Clark,  Cook,  Culbreth,  Cashman,  Dennkon, 
Dickinson,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  Penn- 

SWania,  Folger,  Fuller,  Foot,  Gross  of  New  York, 
ross  of  Pennsylvania,  Guyon,  Hackley,  Hardin,  Hen- 
dricks, Hibahman,  Heister,  HUi,  Holmes,  Kendall, 
Kent,  Kinsley,  Livermore,  Lyman,  McCreary,  McLane 
of  Delaware,  Mallftry,  Marchand,  Meigs,  R.  Moore,  8. 
Moore,  Monell,  Moeeley,  Murray,  Neale,  Nelson  of 
Massachusetts,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Patterson,  Phelps, 
Pinckney,  Pindall,  Pitcher,  Plnmer,  Rich,  Rogers, 
Russ,  Sampson,  Sergeant,  Shaw,  Silsbee,  Smith  of 
Maiyland,  Stevens,  Storrs,  Street,  Strong  of  New  York, 
Taylor,  Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace, 
Wendover,  Whitman,  and  Wood. 

Nats — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Anderson,  Ar- 
cher of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Ball,  Barbour, 
Beecher,  Bloom6eId,  Brevard,  Brown,  Biyan,  Burton, 
Burwell,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Campbell,  Cannon,  Cobb, 
Cocke,  Crafls,  Crawford,  Crowell,  Culpeper,  Cutbbert, 
Darlington,  Dewitt,  Earle,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  North 
Carolina,  Ervin,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Forrest,  Fullerton, 
Oamett,  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Herrick,  Hostetter, 
Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kin- 
•ey,  Linn,  Lowndes,  Ross,  Maelay,  McCoy,  McLean 
of  Kentucky,  Metcalf,  Newton,  Overstreet,  Parker  of 
Virginia,  Philson,  Rhea,  Richmond,  Ringgold,  Robert- 
•on,  Ross,  Sawyer,  Simkins,  Sloan,  Smith  of  North 
Carolina,  Tarr,  Tompkins,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  South 
Carolina,  Walker,  War6eld,  Williams  of  Viiginis, 
and  Williams  of  North  Carolina* 

SOUTH  AMERICAN  INDEPENDENCE. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  V^hole,  on  the  state  of  the  Union ;  and 
the  following  resolves  were  taken  into  considera- 
tion: 

JUaoktd,  That  it  is  expedient  to  provide  by  law  a 
suitable outiSt  and  salary  for  such  Minister  or  Ministers 
•a  the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate,  may  send  to  any  of  the  GovernmenU 
of  South  America,  which  havs  established,  and  are 
maintaining,  their  independence  on  Spain. 

Ruolvedf  That  provision  ought  to  be  made  for  re- 
questing the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause 
to  be  presented  to  the  General  the  most  worthy  and 
distinguished,  in  his  opinion,  in  the  service  of  any  of 
the  independent  Governments  of  South  America,  the 
flword  which  was  given  by  the  Viceroy  of  Lima  to 
Captain  Biddle,  of  Uie  Ontario,  during  her  late  cratse 
in  the  Pacific,  and  which  is  now  in  the  office  of  the 
Department  of  State,  with  the  expression  of  the  wish 
of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  that  it  may  be  em* 
ployed  in  the  support  and  preservation  of  the  liberties 
and  independence  of  his  oountry. 

When  Mr.  Clay  rose  and  said :  It  is  my  inten- 
tion, Mr.  Chairman,  to  withdraw  the  latter  reso- 
lution. Since  I  offered  it,  this  House,  by  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill  to  prevent,  under  suitable  penalties, 
in  future,  the  acceptance  of  present  forbidden  by 
the  Constitution,  to  prohibit  the  carrying  of  for- 
eigners in  the  public  vessels,  and  to  limit  to  the 
case  of  our  own  citizens,  and  to  regulate,  in  that 


case,  the  transportation  of  money  in  them,  has, 
perhaps,  sufficiently  animadverted  on  the  vi(^ 
tion  of  the  Constitution  which  produced  that  res- 
olution.   I  confess  that  when  I  heard  of  Captain 
Biddle  receiving  from  the  deputy  of  a  King  the 
sword  in  question,  I  felt  greatly  mortified.  I  could 
not  help  contrasting  hb  conduct  with  that  of  the 
surgeon  on  board  of  an  American  man-d-war,  in 
the  Bay  of  Naples,  (I  regret  that  I  do  not  remem- 
ber his  namcL  as  I  should  like  to  record  it  with  the 
testimony  wnich  I  with  pleasure  bear  to  his  highr 
minded  conduct)  who,  havine  perfonned  an  ope- 
ration on  one  of  the  suite  of  tne  Emperor  of  Aus- 
tria, and  bein^  offered  fifteen  hundred  pistoles  or 
dollars  for  his  skilful  service,  returned  the  purse 
and  said  that  what  he  had  done  was  in  the  cause 
of  humanitv,  and  that  the  Constitution  of  bis 
country  forbade  his  acceptance  of  the  proffered 
boon.    There  was  not  an  American  heart  that  did 
not  swell  with  pride  on  hearing  of  his  noUe  disin- 
terestedness.   It  did  appear  to  me,  also,  that  the 
time  of  Captain  Biddk's  interposition  was  unfor- 
tunate to  produce  an  a^eement  between  the  Vice- 
roy of  Lima  and  Chili,  to  ezchanee  their  respect- 
ive prisoners,  however  desirable  Uie  accomplish- 
ment of  such  a  humane  object  might  be.    The 
Viceroy  had  constantly  refused  to  consent  to  any 
such  exchange.    And  it  is  an  incontestable  fact, 
that  the  barlnrities  which  have  characterized  the 
civil  war  in  Spanish  America  have  uniformly 
originated  with  the  Royalists.    After  the  memor- 
able battle  of  Maipu,  decisive  of  the  independence 
of  Chili,  and  fatal  to  the  arms  of  the  Viceroy, 
this  interposition,  if  1  am  not  mistaken,  took  place. 
The  transportation  of  money,  upon  freight,  from 
the  port  of  Callao  to  that  of  Rio  Janeiro,  for 
Royalists,  appeared  to  me  also  highly  improper. 
If  we  wish  to  preserve,  unsullied,  the  illustnoas 
character  which  our  Navy  justly  sustains,  we 
should  repress  the  very  first  instances  of  irregn- 
laritv.    But  I  am  willing  to  believe  that  Captain 
Bidale's  conduct  has  b^n  inadvertent    He  is  a 
gallant  officer,  and  belongs  to  a  respectable  and 
patriotic  family.    His  errors,  I  am  persuaded,  will 
not  be  repeated  by  him  or  imitated  by  others. 
And  I  trust  that  there  is  no  man  more  unwilling 
than  I  am  unnecessarily  to  press  reprehension.    It 
is  thought,  moreover,  by  some,  that  the  President 
might  feel  an  embarrassment  in  ezecuting[  the 
duty  required  of  him  by  the  resolution,  which  it 
was  far  from  my  purpose  to  cause  him.    I  with- 
draw it 

There  is  no  connexion  intended,  ot,  in  fact, 
between  that  resolution  and  the  one  I  now  propose 
briefly  to  discuss.  The  proposition  to  recognise 
the  independent  €k>vemments  of  South  America 
offers  a  subject  of  as  great  importance  as  any 
which  could  claim  the  deliberate  consideration  of 
this  House. 

Mr.  C.  then  went  on  to  say,  that  it  appeared  to 
him  the  object  of  this  Gh)vernment,  her^ofore, 
had  been,  so  to  manage  its  affairs,  in  regard  to 
South  America,  as  to  produce  an  effect  on  its  ex- 
isting negotiations  with  the  parent  country.  The 
House  were  now  apprized,  by  the  Message  from 
the  President,  that  this  policy  had  totally  ^ed ; 
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it  had  failed,  because  our  country  would  not. dis- 
honor itself  by  surrendering  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant rights  incidental  to  sovereignty.  Although 
we  had  observed  a  course  towards  the  Patriots,  as 
Mr.  Gallatin  said  in  his  communication  read  yes- 
terday, greatly  exceeding  in  rigor  the  course  pur- 
sued towards  them  either  bv  France  or  England ; 
although,  also,  as  was  remarsed  by  the  Secretary  of 
State,  we  had  observed  a  neutrality  so  strict  tnat 
blood  had  been  spilt  in  enforcing  it — stiU  Spanish 
honor  was  not  satisfied,  and  fresh  sacrifices  were 
demanded  of  us.  If  thejr  were  resisted  in  form, 
they  were  substantially  yielded  by  our  course  as 
to  South  America.  We  will  not  stipulate  with 
Spain  not  to  recognise  the  independence  of  the 
South ;  but  we  nevertheless  grant  to  her  all  she 
deniands. 

Mr.  C.  said  it  had  been  his  intention  to  have 
gone  into  a  general  view  of  the  course  of  policy 
which  has  characterized  the  General  Government ; 
but,  on  account  of  the  lateness  of  the  session,  and 
the  desire  for  an  early  adjournment,  he  should 
waive  that  purpose,  and.  in  the  observations  he 
had  to  make,  confine  nimself  prettjr  much  to 
events  subsequent  to  the  period  at  which  he  had 
submitted  to  the  House  a  proposition  having  near- 
ly the  same  objects  as  thb. 

After  the  return  of  our  Commissioners  from 
South  America ;  after  they  had  all  agreed  in  at- 
testing the  fact  of  independent  sovereignty  being 
exercised  by  the  Government  of  Buenos  Ayres, 
the  whole  nation  looked  forward  to  the  recogni- 
tion of  the  independence  of  that  country  as  the 
Dolicy  which  the  Government  ought  to  pursue. 
lie  appealed  to  every  member  to  say,  whether 
there  was  not  a  general  opinion,  in  case  the  report 
of  that  mission  should  turn  out  as  it  did,  that  the 
recognition  of  the  independence  of  that  Govern- 
ment .would  follow  as  a  matter  of  course.    The 
surprise  at  a  dififercnt  course  being  pursued  by  the 
Kxecutive  at  the  last  session,  was  proportionably 
gresLL    On  this  subject,  so  strong  was  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  President  at  the  commencement  of 
the  present  session,  that  some  of  the  presses  took 
it  for  granted  that  the  recognition  would  follow 
of  course,  and  a  paper  in  this  neighborhood  had 
said  there  wa&  in  regard  to  that  question,  a  race 
of  popularity  oetween  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  the  humble  individual  who  now 
addressed  the  House.    Yet,  faithless  Ferdinand 
refuses  to  ratify  his  own  treaty,  on  the  pretext  of 
-violations  of  our  neutrality,  but,  in  fact,  because 
^vire  will  not  basely  surrenaer  an  important  attri- 
bute of  sovereignty.    Two  years  ago,  Mr.  G. 
said,  would,  in  his  opinion,  have  been  the  proper 
time  for  recognising  tne  independence  of  the  South. 
Then  the  struggle  was  somewhat  doubtful,  and  a 
Icind  office  on  the  part  of  this  Government  would 
laave  had  a  salutarv  effect.    Since  that  period, 
-what  had  occurred  i    Any  thing  to  prevent  a  re- 
cognition of  their  independence,  or  to  make  it 
less  expedient?    No;  every  occurrence  tended  to 
proTe  the  capacity  of  that  country  to  maintain 
i.ts  independence.    Mr.  C.  then  successively  ad- 
v^erted  to  the  battles  of  Maipu  and  Bojaca,  their 
grreat  brilliancy,  and  their  important  consequences. 


Adverting  to  the  union  of  Venezuela  and  New 
Grenada  in  one  Republic,  he  said  one  of  thdr 
first  acts  was  to  appoint  one  of  their  most  distin- 
guished citizens,  the  Vice  President  Zea,  a  Min- 
ister to  this  country.  There  was  a  time,  he  said, 
when  impressions  are  made  on  individuals  and 
nations  by  kindness  towards  them,  which  last 
forever — ^whcn  they  are  surrounded  with  enemies, 
and  embarrassments  present  themselves. 

Ages  and  ages  may  pass  away,  said  Mr.  C,  be- 
fore we  forget  the  help  we  received,  in  our  day  of 
peril,  from  the  hands  of  France  Iier  injustice—. 
the  tyrannv  of  a  despot — ^may  alienate  us  for  a 
time;  but  tne  moment  it  ceases  we  relapse  into  a 
ffood  feeling  towards  her.  Do  jou  mean  to  wait,  said 
Mr.  C,  until  these  Repubhcs  are  recognis^  by 
the  whole  world,  and  then  step  in  and  extend  your 
hand  to  them,  when  it  can  no  longer  be  withheld? 
If  we  are  to  believe  General  Vives,  we  have  gone 
about  among  foreign  Powers,  and  consulted  with 
Lord  Castlereagh  and  Count  Nesselrode,  to  seek 
some  aid  in  rec(M;nising  the  independence  of  these 
powers.  What!  after  the  President  has  told  us 
that  the  recognition  of  the  independence  of  nations 
is  an  incontestable  right  of  sovereignty,  shall  we 
lag  behind  till  the  European  Powers  think  proper 
to  advance?  The  President  had  assi^ed,  as  a 
reason  for  abstaining  from  the  recognition,  that 
the  Confpress  of  Aix-la-Chapelle  might  take  of- 
fence at  It.  So  far  from  such  an  usurped  interfer- 
ence being  a  reason  for  stopping,  Mr.  C.  said,  he 
would  have  exerted  the  nght  sooner  for  it.  But 
the  Congress  of  Aix-la-Chapelle  had  refused  to 
interfere,  and  on  that  point  the  President  was  mis- 
taken. Spain,  it  was  true,  had  goi^e  about  beg- 
ging the  nations  of  Europe  not  to  interfere  in  be- 
nalt  of  the  South  Americans;  but  the  wishes  of 
the  whole  unbiassed  world  must  be  in  their  favor. 
And  while  we  had  gone  on,  passing  neutrality  bill 
after  neutrality  bill,  and  bills  to  punish  piracy — 
with  respect  to  unquestioned  piracy,  no  one,  Mr. 
C.  said,  was  more  in  favor  of  punishing  it  than 
he ;  but  he  had  no  idea  of  imputing  piracy  to  men 
fighting  under  the  flag  of  a  people  at  war  for  in- 
dependence: whilst  we  had  pursued  this  couraci 
even  in  advance  of  the  legitimates  of  Europe^ 
what,  he  asked,  had  been  the  course  of  England 
herself  on  this  head?  Here  Mr.  C.  quoted  a  few 
passages  from  the  work  of  the  Abbe  de  Pradt,  re- 
cently trandated  by  one  of  our  citizens,  which,  he 
said,  though  the  author  was  not  very  popular 
amon^  Crowned  heads,  no  man  could  read  with- 
out being  enlightened  and  instructed.  These  pas- 
sages dwelt  on  the  importance  of  the  commerce  of 
South  America,  when  freed  from  its  present  re- 
straints. &c.  What  would  I  give,  exclaiined  Mr. 
C,  could  we  appreciate  the  advantages  which  may 
be  realized  by  our  pursuing  the  course  which  I 
propose!  It  is  in  our  power  to  create  a  system  of 
which  we  shall  be  the  centre,  and  in  which  all 
South  America  will  act  with  us.  In  respect  to 
commerce,  we  should  be  most  benefited ;  this  coun- 
try would  become  the  place  of  deposite  of  the  com- 
merce of  the  world.  Our  citizens  engaged  in  for- 
eign trade  were  at  present  disheartened  by  the 
condition  of  that  trade ;  they  must  seek  new  chan- 
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ads  for  it,  and  aone  so  advaataeedus  oouid  be 
iband  as  those  which  the  trade  witti  South  Amer- 
ica would  afford.  Mr.  C.  took  «  proipectire  view 
of  the  growth  of  wealth,  and  increase  of  tite  pNOp- 
nlation  of  this  coontry  and  of  Sontfa  America. 
That  coontry  had  now  apopulatioii  of  inrwards  of 
eighteen  millioiis.  The  same- aetivity  or  the  pria- 
ctple  d  pofmlalion  would  exist  in  diat  ceiiBitry  as 
here.  Twenty-five  Tears  hence  its  popalatiow  nught 
be  estimated  at  tnirty-six  millions;  ^ty  fsars 
Jbence,  at  seventy-^two  millions.  We  no^  tfare  a 
population  of  ten  millions.  From  the  dmmcter  of 
our  popukdon  we  must  always  take  the  lead  in 
the  prosecution  of  commerce  and  maotufactures. 
Imagine  dm  Tast  power  aof  the  two  coontries,  and 
the  value  of  the  mtereoiirsfe  between  theni,  when 
we  shall  have  a  poeidation  of  forty  millions,  and 
'tl&ey  of  sevenly  millions!  In  relation  to  South 
America  the  people  of  the  United  Stittcs  wiU  oo- 
anpy  the  same  position  as  the  people  of  Ne^  Bng- 
laad  do  to  the  test  of  the  United  States.  Oiir 
aaterprise,  industry,  and  habits  of  economy,  will 
lave  US  the  advantage  in  any  competition  which 
Soa^  America  may  sustain  with  us,  dkc. 

BiU  however  important  our  early  recognition  of 
the  independence  of  the  South  might  be  to  ns,  as 
jfispects  our  eomoaeroial  and  manofactuting  inter- 
naOi,  was  there  not  another  view  of  the  subject, 
infinitely  more  gmtifying?  We  should  become 
the  centre  of  a  system  which  would  constitute  the 
rallying  point  of  human  wisdom  against  all  the 
despotism  of  the  Old  World.  Did  any  man  doubt 
the  feelings  of  the  South  towards  us  7  In  spite  of 
oar  coldness  towards  tbem,  of  the  rigor  of  oar  lo^v^ 
and  the  conduct  of  our  officers,  their  hearts  still 
turned  towards  us,  as  to  their  breUiren ;  and  he 
Imd  no  earthly  doubt,  if  our  Qdvemmetit  would 
take  the  lead  and  rec(ig[ui»e  them,  that  they  would 
become  yet  more  anxious  to  imitate  our  institu- 
tions, and  to  secure  to  themaelves  and  to  their  pos- 
terity the  same  freedom  which  we  enjov. 

On  a  subject  of  this  soit,  Mr.  C.  asxed,  was  it 
possible  we  could  be  content  to  remain,  as  we  now 
were,  looking  anxiously  to  Europe,  watching  the 
eyes  of  Lord  CastleriMgh^  and  getting  scraps  of 
letters  doubtfully  indicative  of  nis  wishes;  and 
sendinff  to  the  Czar  of  Russia,  and  aetting  another 
scrap  from  Count  NesKlrode  ?  Why  not  proceed 
to  act  on  our  own  responsibility,  and  recognise 
these  governments  as  independent,  instead  of  tak- 
ing the  lead  of  the  Holy  Alliance  in  a  course 
which  jeopardizes  the  happiness  of  imbom  mil- 
lions ?  Mr.  C.  deprecated  this  deference  for  for- 
eign Powers.  2f  Lord  Castlereagh  says  we  may 
recognise,  we  do ;  if  not,  we  do  not.  A  single 
expression  of  the  British  Minister  to  the  present 
Secretary  of  State,  then  our  Minister  abroad,  be 
was  ashamed  to  say,  had  moulded  the  policy  of 
our  Qoverament  towards  South  America— an  ex- 
pression which,  like  Mr.  Adams^  definition  of 
repttblicanism,  had  bem  construed  to  meaa  any 
thing  or  nothing.  We  look  too  much  abroad  Mr. 
C.  said.  Yoa  may  find  car  Ministers  in  England 
at  one  time  at  the  door  o^  the  Horse  Qoards,  and 
the  next  moment  in  Paternoster-Row^  purehasinff 
litemture  few  this  country.    Oar  iniKitutioas,  said 


Mr.  C,  BOW  make  as  free;  bat,  how  long  ^hall 
^we  continue  so,  if  we  mould  oar  opinions  on  these 
of  Europe?  Let  ns  break  these  oommercial  cad 
political  fetters ;  let  us  no  kn^Or  'watch  the  ned 
of  any  European  politician:  let  as  become  resi 
and  true  Amerieaas,  and  ^ae  ouroelves  at  the 
head  of  the  American  system. 

Gentlemen  all  said  they  Weh!  all  aA!u6iis  to  see 
the  independonoe  of  the  StiuA  eatahlisfaed.  If 
sympathy  for  them  was  enough  Uie  patr  Jo«s  woald 
have  reason  to  be  satisfied  wnn  the  abundant  ex- 
pressions of  it.  But  something  more  was  want- 
mg.  Some  sentleiBen  had  iatiuaied  that  the 
people  of  the  South  were  vnfit  for  freedom.  Wifl 
gentlemen  contend,  said  Mr.  C.^  becMtae  those 
people  are  not  like  us  in  all  particnlais,  th«y  are 
therefore  unfit  for  freedom  ?  In  someparticularsj 
he  ventured  to  say,  that  the  people  of  fikndi  Ame- 
rica wet^  in  advance  of  us.  On  liie  ppi>it  whk% 
bad  bc^  so  much  discussed  on  'liiis  loar  durkg 
the  present  scission,  they  were  gKCtlv  in  advanee 
oir  as.  Orenaitai,  yeneKoda,  aad  Baenos  Ayres 
bad  all  emancipated  tiieir  akves.  He  did  not  say 
that  we  oosght  to  do  so,  or  dmt  they  tn^i  to  have 
done  so,  under  different  cireumstanees;  bm  he  re^ 
joiced  that  ciroomstances  were  ^^  asiopertait 
them  to  do  it. 

Two  auestions  only,  Mr.  CiiAT  ar^ed,  were 
necettartly  prdtoiOHry  to  die  recognition  of  ^ 
independence  of  the  people  of  the  Soudi ;  fest,  as 
to  we  fact  of  their  independence ;  and,  secondlf, 
as  to  their  capacity  for  self-government  On  the 
first  point,  not  a  doubt  existed.  On  the  second, 
there  was  evetv  evidence  in  their  fevor.  Thef 
had  festered  scnools  with  |;reat  care;  ^tse-Wtat 
more  newspapers  in  the  single  town  of  Bnenos 
Avres  (at  ine  time  he  was  speaking)  than  in  the 
wnole  Jtingdom  of  Spain.  He  never  saw  a  questioa 
discussed  with  more  ability  than  tet  in  a  newspa> 
per  of  Buenos  Avres,  whether  a  federative  or  con- 
iK>lidat^  form  of  government  was  best. 

But,  though  ev^  argum^t  in  favor  of  the  re^ 
cogni^n  should  be  admitted  to  be  just,  it  woiild 
be  said  that  another  revolution  had  occurred  is 
Spain,  and  we  ought  fh(»efore  to  delay.  On  the 
contrarr,  Mr.  C.  said,  every  consideration  recom- 
mended us  now  to  act  If  Spain  succeeded  ic 
establifthittfi;  her  freedom,  the  cdonies  must  also 
be  ftee.  The  first  desire  of  a  goTernment,  itsctf 
free,  must  be  to  give  liberty  to  its  dependencies. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  Spain  riioald  not  succeed 
in  gaining  freedom,  no  mancould  doubt  that  Spain, 
in  her  reduce  state,  Would  no  longer  have  power 
to  carry  on  the  contest*  So  many  millions  of 
men  could  not  be  subjugated  by  the  enervated  arm 
and  exhausted  means  of  aged  Spain.  In  ten  years 
of  war,  the  most  unimportuit  province  of  South 
America  had  not  been  subdued  hjM  the  weakh 
and  all  the  resources  of  Spain.  The  certainty  of 
the  successful  resistance  of  die  attempts  of  Spsin 
to  redace  them  would  be  found  in  &e  great  extent 
of  the  provinces  of  South  America—of  laj;^  ex> 
tent  than  ail  the  Empire  of  Russia.  The  relation 
of  the  colonies  and  mother  country  cooll  not  exist 
fVom  the  nature  of  things,  under  whatever  a^ct 
the  Oovemment  of  Spain  might  asMttie.      The 
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conditioB  of  Bpain  wibs  no  roafon  for  owgiectiog 
now  to  do  what  we  ou^t  to  have  done  Imig  affo. 
Kvery  thing,  on  the  contrary,  tended  to  prove  that 
this,  this  wms  tii6  ftocepted  <ime. 

With  Tcoard  ito  the  ibrm  of  hia  pfOiKMition,'Mr. 
C.  said,  air  he  wanted  was  to.omin  aa  ej^ftes- 
sioa  of  the  opuaion  of  the  House  on  this  sohjeet ; 
and  whether  a  Minister  should  be  widiarued  to 
one  or  the  other  of  these  goyemments,  or  whether 
he  should  be  of  one  grade  or  of  another,  he  cared 
ttOt.  This  Republic,  with  the  exception  of  the 
people  t)f  Soufn  America,  constitated  the  sole  de- 
positorr  of  pofitieal  and  rdi^ous  freedom;  .and 
can  it  be  possible,  said  he,  that  we  can  remain 
passive  spectators  of  the  struggle  of  those  people 
to  break  the  same  chains  whieh  once  bound  us  ? 
The  ojunion  of  the  friends,  of  freedom  ia  Europe 
is,  that  our  policy  has  been  cold,  heartless,  aod 
indifierent  towards  the  greatest  cause  which  could 
.possiblf  engage  opir  taffectijMis  andenliait-oiir  IM- 
inss  in  its  behalf. 

Mr.  C.ooneiodedbysayaigthat.  whatever  might 
be  Ibe  decisioa  of  this  House  cm  diis  qa«tiMi,pro- 
poaiiig  tbortly  to  go  into  vetifenent  from  pumic 
file,  he  abould  there  have  the  eonsolation  of  know- 
ing ^mt  hm  bAd  used  his  best  exertions  in  firvor  of 
a  pec^fie  iahabiliitg  a  territory  eaiculated  to  con- 
tain as  many  soab  as  &e  whole  of  Christendom 
besides^  whose  happiness  was  at  stake,. and  v^hich 
it  was  m  the  power  of  this  Government  to  do  so 
much  towards  securing. 

The  resolve  was  reported  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Cook  moved  to  amend  the  resolve,  by  ad- 
ding :  **  and  that  it  is  expedient  to  provide  for  the 
occupation  of  Bast  and  West  Florida."  Where- 
upon, 

Mr.  CooxBrequired  thepcevioDaqvacioa  (which 
preeiodes  all  debate  and  aneadnwnta) 

Mr.  Smith,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  So  day 
the  sabject  on  the  taUe ;  and  the  motion  viras  neg- 
atived— 112  to  42. 

Tfaeiirevioas«nMstio&  having  been  detenamed 
in  the  affirmative— 

The  maki  qoestion,  on  agieerng  to  the  said  first 
resolve,  as  above  stated,  was  deeiSed  as  fdloWB  : 

YsAs — Messn.  Allen  of  New  Yoik,  Aflea  of  Ten- 
if  Andeison,  Areher  of  YirgiRis,  Bdt«r,  "Bnll, 


Bsfteman,  Bsecher,  BloomMd,  Boden,  Brown,  Bat- 
ler  of  liOouBBaa,  Gunpbell,  Canoon,  Cue,  'CIsrk, 
Codie,  Cnwfytit  Crowell,  Coftiethf  Cainsppsr, 
CoUibert,  Bwlington,  Dewittp  Dowse,  Bale,  risher, 
Floyd,  Fordy  Fullerlon,  Gross  of  JSew  York,  Qoyon, 
Hackley,  HsU  of  North  QatoUos,  Hendrioles,  Mtr* 
lick,  JBUiMhaisa,  Hohnes,  Hestattert  Johnson,  Jooos 
of  Viiginia,  Jones  of  Tenneste^  Kinssy,  IQasley, 
Linn,  Ljmaot  HcCresry,  McLean  of  Kentocky, 
Malls^,  Marchand,  Metcalf,  R.  Moore,  6.  Moore, 
Monelf,  Murray,  Overstieet,  Parker  of  Hsssacha- 
setts,  Patterson,  Phelps,  PhllsOn,  Pitcher,  Plamer, 
Richmond,  RobertSDn^  Rogers,  Ro8i»  Shaw,  Sloan, 
Southard,  Stevens,  Storrs,  Tarr,  Tomlinson,  Tomp- 
kins, Tracy,  Trimble,  Walker,  Wallace,  Wariield, 
and  WiUkmsofVirginia-^O. 

Nats — Messrs.  Abhot,  Adams,  Alexander,  Archer 
of  Maiylaad,  Baddwio,  Barboor,  Bayly,  Brneh,  Bryan, 
Barton,  BorweU,  Batier  of  New  Hampohire,  Clsg- 
ett,  Cobb,  Cook,  Crafts,  Caihman,  Dennisoa,  Eddy, 


Bdwardsof  Coaaecticnt,  Sdwards  of  PeaBsylvaaim 
Edwards  of  North  Ceiolioa,  Ervio,  Folger,  Foot, 
ForresI,  Fuller,  Garnett,  Gress  of  Pennsylvania,  Hall 
of  New  York,  Hardin,  Heister,  Hill,  Kendall.  Kent, 
Little,  Livermore,  Lowndes,  Maclay,  McCoy,  Mc- 
Lane  of  Delawaro,  Meigs,  Mercer,  Neale,  Nelson  of 
Maisachasetti,  Nelion  of  Yirginia,  'Newton,  Parker 
of  Virginia,  Pinckuey,  Piodall,  Reed,  Rhea,  Rich, 
Ringgold,  Ross,  Snnpson,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  BiMbee, 
Simkios,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
Smith  W  N<M4h  CoFolina,  Street,  Strong  of  Yernont, 
BtroBg  of  New  York,  Bwearingeo,  Taylor,  Terrell, 
Tneker  of  South  Carolina,  Van  Rensselaor,  fWoa- 
dsve»,  WhkMan,  WillSfMs  of  North  OarsUaa,  and 
Wood— 76. 

(After  Mr.  Olxt  tet  down,  there  !W«s  consid- 
«iikble  debate  on  the  first  resolve,  the  aacDnd  betag 
withdrawn.  Mr.  Sbrobaut,  in  pAtttcidar,  spdoe 
at  some  length  in  refdy  to  parts  of  Mr.  Culy^b 
speech.  Besides,  tMessre.  6TBFBnn,  rLtfwMnss, 
Nemou,  Wui^iMfa,  Fbovn,  fiiLowE,  TmifBLE, 
BaiBsa,  CooKj  Brown,  Mxrosb,  OviAinitBBV, 
«Bd  S«TH«  of  North  CaioiinA,  took  part  in  the 
debme.  The  sketches  which  we  haw  preserved 
were  not  perfeetenewh  to  justify  our  attei»pti«g 
a  report  of  them,  at  uiis  distant  di^,  the  ftfst  we 
have  been  able  to  devote  even  to  a  hasty  sketeh  of 
Mr.  Clay's  remarks,  which  it  was  just  to  him,  as 
the  mover  of  the  resolution,  to  publish.  The  re- 
sult was,  the  adoption  of  the  first  proposition  above 
stated,  by  a  majority  of  fifv^  votes,  in  the  House  of 
Eepresentatives.  No  ulterior  proceedioffs,  however, 
took  place  in  regard  to  die  suJ^ecto-Jj^.  JITa^.  Jn^] 


TBuaemAY,  May  11. 

Mr.  Sergsant,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
ciary,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  entitled  '*  An  act  to  limit  the  term  of  office 
of  certain  officers  therein  named,  and  for  other 
purposesj"  reported  the  same,  without  amendmeut, 
and  the  lull  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  S.,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  was 
also  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  <'An 
act  to  regulate  the  fees  of  the  clerk  and  marshal 
of  the  district  court  of  tbe  United  States  for  the 
State  of  Louisiana,"  reported  the  same,  without 
amendment:  and  it  was  committed  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  tbe  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  S.  also  reported  the  b31  from  tbe  Senate , 
entiUed  ^  An  act  to  provide  for  the  building  an 
addition  to  the  eustoacHhoase  now  ereeting  in  the 
citv  of  New  Orleans,  for  the  use  of  the  dietiictt 
court  of  the  ilniled  Slaiies  for  the  State  of  Lou- 
isiana,'' without  amendment;  «nd  it  was  laid  on 
thetaUe. 

Mr.  Kdrr,  firon  the  managers  i^pipointed  on  the 
part  of  this  House,  lo  atUnd  the  eonference  wifli 
the  managfers  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate, 
on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  an 
amendment  of  ibia  House  to  the  bill  firoin  ^e 
SenatteentMed  "Anaettoiacoiporailedieanhab*- 
tants  of  the  city  of  Washington,  and  to  repeal  tiie 
acts  heretofore  passed  for  that  poipom,"  made  a 
report:  wheieupon  the  Hove  agreed  to  secede 
mm  their  first  amendsaent  to  tkk  said  bill,  and 
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agreed  to  the  amendment  recommended  in  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Conference. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  "An  act  to 
authorize  the  legal  representatives  of  Elisha  Win- 
ter and  William  Winter,  and  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  to  take  the 
examination  of  witnesses  by  commission,"  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pri- 
vate Land  Claims. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  "An  act  to 
authorize  the  appointment  of  commissioners  to  lay 
out  a  canal  in  the  State  of  Ohio,"  was  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Ca- 
nab. 

An  engrossed  bill  entitled  an  act  in  addition  to 
the  act  entitled  "  An  act  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  GoTernment  for  the  year  1820," 
was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  SiMKiNS  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Retohedj  That  the  SecreUry  of  the  Navy  be  re- 
quested to  report  to  this  House,  at  an  early  period  of 
the  next  session  of  Congress,  such  plan  or  plans  for  a 
Navy  Peace  EstaUiahment  as  ho  may  deem  expedi- 
ent, with  a  view  to  a  reduction  of  the  expenditures  of 
that  establishment. 

The  said  resolution  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  of  this  House 
entitled  "An  act  to  alter  and  establish  certain 
post  roads,  with  amendments ;"  in  which  they  ask 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  for 
the  further  preyention  of  the  crime  of  piracy. 

The  Committee  were  occupied  some  time  in 
discussing  the  details  of  this  bill  and  the  amend- 
ments reported  by  the  select  committee  of  this 
House. 

The  amendments  of  the  select  committee  were 
finally  all  agreed  to  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
concurred  in  by  the  House,  and,  with  the  bill, 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Foot  submitted  the  following  amendment 
to  the  standing  rules  and  orders  of  this  House,  to 
wit: 

*<  It  shall  be  the  doty  of  the  Committee  on  Enrolled 
Bills  to  correct  any  error  in  date  in  any  eogroaeed 
or  enrolled  bills,  and  report  such  correction  to  the 
House." 

The  amendment  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
for  one  day. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  messasre 
of  the  Senate,  mibrmiag  that  they  insist  on  their 
disagreement  to  the  first  amendment  proposed  by 
this  House;  to  the  bill  "  to  provide  for  clothing  the 
Army  of  tne  United  States  in  domestic  manufac- 
tures, and  for  other  purposes."  Whereupon^  Mr. 
Cobb  moved  that  the  said  bill  be  pjostponed  mde- 
finitely ;  which  motion  was  ne^tived ;  and,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Mercer,  the  subject  was  then  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill,  in  addition  to  the  general  appropria- 
tion law,  making  provision  for  a  small  additional 
appropriation  for  the  pay  of  members  of  Congress, 


passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Wbole^  and 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

ARMY  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
bill  ^  respecting  the  Military  EstaUisbment  of  the 
United  States.'^ 

[The  provisions  of  this  bill  are  as  follows,  ylz : 

Sxc.  1.  That,  so  aoon  as  racancies  shall  happen, 
the  Army  of  the  United  States  ahaU  be  oommmnded 
by  one  major  general  and  two  brigadier  generaU  only  ; 
and  that,  after  a  vacancy  shall  have  happened  in  the 
office  of  major  general,  no  more  than  one  adjutant  gen- 
eral, one  inspector  general,  and  one  deputy  qaaitcr- 
master  general,  shall  be  retained  in  aenrice. 

Sxc.  S.  That  the  assistant  adjutant  general,  the  ts- 
nstant  inspector  general,  the  deputy  commiasioner«  of 
porchaseo,  the  regimental  qnartermastera,  and  the 
clerks  in  the  office  of  the  adjutant  and  inspector  gen- 
eral, shall  be  dismissed  from  serrioe. 

Sac.  9.  That  the  company  officers  of  the  ordnance 
department  shall  be  transterred  to  the  eorps  of  artillery, 
and  shall  hereafter  receive  the  pay  and  onolomenta  of 
officers  of  that  corps ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
officers  of  the  corps  of  artillery,  when  dctaiM  for  that 
purpose,  to  perform  such  duties  as  shali  be  aaaigQed  to 
them  in  providing,  distribnting,  and  prcserviog  ord- 
nance and  ordnance  stores. 

8sc.  4.  That  the  field  officers  of  the  corps  of  artU- 
leiy  shall  consist  of  two  colonels,  two  lieutenant  colo- 
nels, and  four  majors. 

8sc.  5.  That  one  half  of  the  monthly  pay  of  each 
non-commtssioned  officer,  musidan,  and  private  of 
the  army,  shall  be  retained  until  the  soldier  entitled 
thereto  shall  have  been  honorably  discharged  from  ser- 
vice, or  shall  die  therein. 

8bc.  6.  That  officers  of  the  army  shall,  while  on  far- 
lough,  be  entitled  to  half  pay  only,  and  no  other  emol- 
ument. 

8bo.  7.  That  officers,  of  whaterer  grade,  ordered  to 
attend  courts  martial,  or  to  travel  on  any  other  oeca- 
sion,  not  requiring  a  change  of  residenee,  dmJI  be  al- 
lowed —  cents  per  mile  for  travelling,  instead  of  an 
allowance  for  the  transportation  of  baggage.j 

The  first  section  of  this  bill  being  read — 

Mr.  Cocke  moved  to  amend  the  failiy  by  striking 
out  the  first  section,  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  a 
provision  that,  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this 
act,  the  army  shall  be  commanded  by  one  briga- 
dier general,  and  there  shall  be  retained  in  the  ser- 
vice no  more  than  one  adjutant  general,  one  in- 
spector general,  and  one  quartermaster  general. 

In  connexion  with  this  motion,  should  it  be 
agreed  to,  Mr.  C.  proposed  to  add  another  new 
section  to  the  bill,  the  purpose  of  which  was  to 
abolish  the  office  of  adjutant  and  inspector  gen- 
eral, and  that  the  duties  of  the  office  shall  hereaf- 
ter be  performed  by  an  officer  of  no  higher  grade 
than  captain ;  and  that  the  assistant  adjutants 
and  inspectors  general  shall  be  dismissed  from  tiie 
service. 

The  question  being  stated  on  the  first  of  these 
amendments — 

Messrs.  Brush,  Simkirb,  and  Bloomfield, 
opposed  the  amendment,  and  Mr.  Cockb  sup- 
ported  it. 
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Mr.  Trimble  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  ta- 
ble, with  a  view  to  enable  him  to  offer  for  con* 
sideration  sundry  propositions,  to  the  following 
effect : 

1.  Tbtt  a  retreDchment  of  the  expenses  of  the  Gov- 
ern ment  oQgbt  to  be  made  in  all  instances,  where  the 
public  service  will  permit. 

2.  That  it  is  expedient  to  create  a  Naval  Peace 
£stab]ishm(tnt. 

3.  That  the  Militarj  Peace  EsUblishment  oaght  to 
be  redoced  to  six  thoussnd  men,  rank  and  file. 

4.  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  cause 
plans  of  redaction,  on  the  plan  of  these  resolutions,  to 
be  laid  before  Congress  at  the  next  session. 

Mr.  Trimble  elucidated  and  explained  his  views 
at  considerable  length. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table  was  op- 
posed by  Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  and 
was  negatived. 

The  question  recurring  on  Mr.  Cocke's  pro- 
pased  amendment — 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  spoke  at 
considerable  length  in  support  of  it. 

Mr.  Smitb,  of  Maryland,  and  Mr.  Brush,  spoke 
against  the  amendment,  but  ffenerally  in  favor  of 
the  original  bill ;  and  Mr.  Williams,  of  North 
Carolina,  and  Mr.  FLOvn,  in  support  ot  it. 

On  the  question,  Mr.  Cocke's  amendment  was 
negatived  by  a  vote  of  65  to  42. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  then  moved 
to  amend  the  first  section  of  the  bill  so  as  to  make 
it  effective  from  the  time  of  its  passage,  and  exclu- 
sive of  the  contingency  of  resignations. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Simkins 
and  Johnson,  and  supported  by  Mr.  Cobb. 

Mr.  Clay  then  moved  to  la^  the  bill  on  the  ta- 
ble, to  give  him  an  opportunity  to  move  the  re- 
solve, which  will  be  found  below. 

The  laving  the  bill  on  the  table  was  opposed  by 
Messrs.  WARnsLn,  Cannon,  and  Floyu;  but  was 
agreed  to— 63  to  59. 

Mr.  Clat  then  submitted  a  resolution,  which, 
being  immedialely  amended,  stood  in  the  follow- 
ing form : 

Heaohed,  That  the  Seeretaiy  of  War  be  directed  to 
report  to  this  House,  at  the  commencement  of  the  next 
session  of  Congress,  a  plan  fo€  the  redaction  of  the 
mrmj  to  six  thoosand  officers,  non«commissiotted  offi« 
cers,  musicians,  and  privataa,  and  preserving  such 
psna  of  the  corps  of  engineers,  as,  in  his  opinion, 
fvitbout  regard  to  that  number,  it  may  be  for  the  pub- 
He  interest  to  retain ;  and,  alao,  what  saving  of  the 
public  revenue  will  be  produced  by  such  an  arrange- 
ment of  the  army  as  he  may  propose  in  conformity  to 
this  resofutjon. 

After  some  few  remarks  from  different  gentle- 
men, this  resolution  was  agreed  to« 

Mr.  Simkins  then  offered  the  following  reso- 
Iction,  the  subject  thereof  being  in  a  manner 
connected,  as  he  had  observed,  with  that  just 
agreed  to: 

Resoktd^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  re- 
^rsted  to  report  U>  this  House,  at  an  early  period  of 
bbe  next  sM«ioo,  such  plan  or  plans  for  a  Navy  Peace 
%»tsblisbment  as  he  may  deem  espedient,  with  a 
:view  to  a  redaction  of  the  expenditures,  of  that  estab- 
llsbnient* 


On  the  question  to  agree  to  this  resolve,  it  was 
decided  in  the  negative — 60  to  49. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Uuion  then  rose,  and  reported  to  the  House  the 
resolution,  which  had  been  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  amend  the 
resolve,  by  striking  out  the  word  "  officers,"  so  as 
to  leave  the  nuniber  six  thousand,  exclusive  of 
officers.    This  motion  was  agreed  to— ^  to  52. 

Mr.  WiLUAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  fur- 
ther to  amend  this  resolve,  by  insertmg  after  the 
word  ^  men,"  the  words  "  including  such  reduc- 
tion of  the  general  staff  required  by  tne  state  of  the 
army  as  herein  proposed ;"  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

The  resolution,  as  amended,  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Simkins  then  renewed  the  motion  which 
he  had  made  when  in  Committee  of  the  Whole ; 
and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  FLOTn,  it  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 


Friday,  May  12. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  biU  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  granting  to  the  State 
of  Ohio  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  certain  onar- 
fer  sections  of  land,"  reported  the  same  without 
amendment,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time  to-morrow. 

Ordertd^  That  the  Committee  on  Pensions  and 
Revolutionary  Claims  be  discharged  from  the  fur* 
ther  consideration  of  all  such  matters  and  things 
to  them  referred  during  the  present  session,  and 
upon  which  they  have  not  reported,  and  that  they 
lie  on  the  table. 

Ord€nd^  That  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  authorizinsMthe  legal  rep- 
resentatives of  Elisha  Winter  and  William  Win- 
ter, and  the  Attorney  General,  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  to  take  the  examination  of  wit- 
nesses by  commission,"  be  discharced  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof,  and  that  it  lie  on  the 
table. 

Ordtndy  That  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  also  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  l^gal  representatives 
of  Gabriel  fierzat,  deceased,"  be  discnarged  from 
the  further  consideration  thereof,  and  that  it  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Cawpbell,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  village  of  Peoria,  in  the  State 
of  Illinois,"  reported  tne  same  without  amend- 
ment, and  it  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  Cocke,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  containing  the  proceedings  of 
the  court  martial  on  the  trial  of  William  King, 
colonel  of  the  fourth  regiment  of  infantry,  made  a 
report,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Ordered^  That  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs, 
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ti>  whom  was  refenred  the  letter  from  tbe  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  transmittiog  an  account  of 
the  annual  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  De- 
partment for  Indian  Affairs  within  the  District  of 
Columbia^  from  its  commenceraent  to  the  present 
time,  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
thereof,  and  that  it  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordmdy  That  the  Committee  on  Naral  Afihirs 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
several  matters  and  things  to  them  referred  during 
the  present  session^  and  upon  which  they  have  not 
reported;  and  that  they  severally  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WooDBRinoi!,'  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed to  hM|uire  whether  any,  and  if  any^,  what,  fur- 
ther provision  may  be  necessary  to  ffive  effect  to 
the  pTOTisions  of  tne  treaty  made  at  Brownstown, 
in  the  Tenritory  of  Michigan,  made  a  report,  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  thetabte. 

The  Spbakbr  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^ 
transmitting  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  Land 
Commissioners  at  St  Helena,  aind  a  copr  of  their 
list  of  actual  settlers,  dated  24th  December,  1819, 
and  17th  March)  1830;  which  letter,  and  its  ac- 
ooupanytng  documents,  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

On-  motkm  of  Mr.  Poor^  the  House  proceeded 
t6  consider  the  following  proposition,  submitted^ 
yesterday  by  bim,  vis : 

«  Raolvea,  That  the  following  be  addsd  to  tbestSBd- 
iog  xul«t  and  Otdon  of  this  Houas :  It  shall  be  the  dtfty 
of  the  Committee  oik  BttroHed  BiUa  to  corrsel  any  error 
tn  daie  in  sny  enipiened.  or  enioUed  bills,  and  report 
MMh  consdion  te  the  Hoase." 

Andtbe  said  proposition  was  agreed- to. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled'  "An  aot  to  alter  and  establish  certain 
post  roads,^  were  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  infbnned  the  House 
that  tbe  Senate  harepassed  a  bill,  entitled  "Anact 
for  the  relief* of  Jacob  Babbitt;''  in  which  they 
askitheceaeorreBoe  of  this  Htrase.- 

Two  Mleseaffes' were  received  ft&m  the  Fasfrh 

OBNT  OP  THE  UnITBO  StATES  : 

The  firstof' said  Messages  wa»  read,  and  is  as 
fl>llewsi 

To  iht  Senatttond  House  of  Repre$entativ€9  : 

I  temmttnicate  to  Congress  translations  of  letters 
from  theliittiiter'Of  Spain  to  the- Secretary  of  State, 
receivad  lince  my  measage  of  the  9th  instant.- 

JAMBSlfONftOB. 

Wisanravoav  i%  It,  18M^ 

The  Message  and  accompairying  documents 
wereordered  to  lie  on  the  table 

The  other  Message  was  then  read,  and  is  as. fol- 
lows: 

To  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Reprteentaii^ee  .* 

I  transmit  to  the  Hoaie  of  Kepresentatives  a  report 
from  the  Secretaiy  of  State,  with  the  document  pre* 
pared  in  puTsuaDca  of  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
the  I4ih  ultimo,  on  the  subject  of  claims  of  citiseni  of 
the  United  States  Ibr  Spanish  spoUetions  upon  their 
pieperty  and  comnieroe. 

JAMES  MONROB. 
WiHiunarois  >  i%  19»  IMN 


The  Message  and  aecomipanyixig  doeoments 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  again  proceeded  to  consider  the 
amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  to  alter  and  establish  certain  post 
roads;"  and  the  amendments  were  concurred  in 
by  the  House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Jacob  Babbitt,"  was  read  twice^  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

An  engrossed  biU»  entitled  "An  aei  to  amend 
the  act.  entitled  'An  act  authonzing  the  employ- 
ment ol  additional  naval  force,"  was  read  tUe  third 
time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  '^  resolution  authoxizing  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  to  negotiate  with  for- 
eign Governments  on  the  means  of  efiectins  an 
entire  abolition  of  the  slave  trade,''  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  STOBna,  the  bill  to  incorpo- 
rate the  President  -and  Managers  of  the  Amcncan 
Colonization  Society  was  postponed  until  the  first 
day  of  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

The  hill  from  the  Senate,  "  to  c^mtinne  in  force 
an  act  to  protect  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  punish  the  crime  of  niracy,  aadalso 
to  make  further  provision  for  punishing,  the  crime 
of  piracy,"  was  read  the  third  time,  as.  yesterday 
amended  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  Mebcbb,  and  was 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  Senate  for  ooncuirence 
m  the  amendment,  after  refusing  to  agree  to  a 
motion  of  Mr.  Rich  to  recommit  the  same. 

THE  SLAVE  TR ABE. 

Mr.  EnwARna,  of  North  Cafolina^  moved  that 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  which  is  com- 
mitted the  bill  tocotttiaoe  in  force  the  act,  entitled 
"An  aet  to  protect  the  commeice  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  punish  the  crime  of  waey  ;"  the 
bill  toineorporate  the  President  and  Maaageis  of 
the  American  Colonization  Societfi  and  the  reso- 
lutions authorizing  the  President  of  the  United 
Statcato  n«|otiate wkh ibieign  Goremmnnis on 
the  means  m  effceting.  an  eoltre  mbolitiQEi  of  the 
Alrican  slave  tiade^  be  discharged  frooi  Aefnrclwr 
considaation  theieof ;  and^  the  qnertion  bdn^  taken 
thereon,  itpasaed in  the afirmativa 

lifr.  JSowttkiwa  then  moved  that  the  sud  Teaolu- 
tions  lie  on*  the  table; 

A  division  of  the  question  on  that  motion  was 
called  for )  and,  on  the  question  Shall  the  first  of 
the  said  resolutions,  which  is  in  the  foUovring 
words,  lie  on  the  table?  to  wit: 

JReioJbed;  That  the  President  of  this  United  Sutei 
be  requested  to  negotiste  with  alt  the  GovemaiaDts 
where  Ministers  of  the  United  States  are  or  BhaU  be 
accredited,  on  the  means  of  effecting  an  entire  and 
imne&te  abolition  of  the  slave  trade. 

And  determined  in  the  negative,  yeas  35,  nays 
78,  as  follows: 

7sAe-<-Meairs  Adams,  Alexaaderi  Aadefeoe^  Ar- 
cher of  Mirylsnd,  Ball,  Beden,  Brevard,  BnfliuB,  Bur- 
well,  Butler  of  New  HampsUre,  BotferoriMiisiaBa, 
Oobb»  CrsfU»  Calbreth,  Dennieon,  Bddy,  flifwarde  of 
North  CaroUna,   Folger,    Hill,   Hostetter,  lebnseB, 
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Jones  of  Virgppia,  K«nl«LBV0ra!if»r«,  Lown^M,  McCoy, 
Newlon*  Parker  of  Viigiiiim,  Pbolpi^  FbilwD,  BhWt 
BinkinvSiiiithof  Moiyltti^,  apd  Slov^a. 

rfATi--Mc«n.  AidMrof  Yirginw,  Baldwin,  BMo- 
Beochcc,  BlooBfieM,  Bniah,  CampbaU,  Com, 
Clagell,  Claric*  Cocke,  Cook,  Creirfcrd,  Calpepc^ 
ChiAmon<  Cnthbert,  Darlington,  Dickinaon,  Edwardi 
of  Connacticnt,  Edward*  of  Pmuiaylaaiiia,  Plojd, 
Foot,  FaUertoDy  Gioaa.of  Pennvf  Ivania,  Hall  of  New 
York,  Hendrickfy.Herrick,  fiibriiman,  Heister,  Joneo 
of  TenneMce,  Kendall,  KinaejF,  Kinalej,  Little,  Lino, 
Maclay,  McGreaiy,  McLane  of  Delaware,  Mmga, 
Meroer,  R«  Ifoore  S»  Moore,  Monelt,  Murray,  Over- 
street,  Paiker  of  Maeraehnaetta,  Patteraon,  PIndall, 
PUcber»  Plnmer,  Rich,  Rogtr%  Roacr  Sampeon,  Saw- 
yer, Sergeant,  Silsbee,  Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jeraeyi 
Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Southard,  Storra,  Street, 
Strong  of  New  York,  Swearingen,  Taylor,  Tomlinion, 
Tompkina*  TVacyr  Tnekev  of  Seath  Carolina,  Van 
Rnaa^atf,  Walhaw,  WArfiald,  Wmdomr,  Whitman, 
Williama  of  Viiginia,.  WUlinma  of.  Nwth  Camlina* 

The  question  was  then  taken,  ShaU  the  aeeond 
reaolQlioB  (whsoh  isiA  thefirflowingiwirds)  Ueon 
thetaUe?  viz: 

RtMohed^  That  the  Preaident  of  the  United  States 
he  ic^neiled  to  enter  into  a  otipilatiofi  or.  fonaal  de- 
claratuMi witk the aereral maritmie  Powevs^reeofnii* 
iuip  the  independenoa  «nd  permanent  neutrality  of  any 
colony  oTtbeirae  people  of  cohv  of  tha  United  Statea 
whieh  shall  be  ealjihllahad  on  tha  weatern  ^coeat  of 


And  determined  in  the  neffatire. 

The  qu^tion  was  then  wo  taken,  ShaU  the 
third  resolution  (which  is  in  the  following  words) 
lie  on  the  table  7  viz : 

BetoJvtdi  That  the  President  of  the  United  Statea 
be  req  nested,  in  such  use  as  he  may  deem  it  expedient 
to  xBMkt  at  the  pablic  shipa  of  the  United  States,  to 
afibrd  every  aid,  not  inconsistent  with  the  pabth^  wel- 
&rey  to  the  efibita.of  tha  American  Society  for  coIo* 
niziog  the  free  people  of  color  of  the.  United  Statea- 
Vfoa  the  westefn  coaat  of  Aifica : 

And  oaiacid.in  the  afibmatire. 

My<  BRBgHithen  moved  that*  the  fiist  rosointion 
be  poatponed  to  the  neit  sesmn  of  Congress; 
mrbieb  motion  was  negatived. 

The  first  resolution  was  then  ordered,  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

On  motiqn  of  Mr.  Bbitsh  the  second  resolution  ■ 
Tras  postponed  .to  the  next  session* 

THSLO^AR  BILL. 

The  Honae  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  Che  bill  to  aut^wriiv  the  PresideDt  of  the  United 
States  to  borrow  a  som  of  money  for  the.  use  .of 
the  GoTernmen^ 

Mrf  Lownnaa.  mpved  to  amend  the. hill,  by 
stxikuig, out  that. part  of  it  which anthcurnces-  tbt 
loan  ta  be  taken  foff  an-  ej(tended  tim^  at  an  inter* 
est  of  &^, per. cent,  so  as  to. leave  w  loan. to  be 
taken  a^,arate not ezceedinff  eiz  per ceQt^ and  re-, 
deeznable  at  the  pleasure  of  ue  Govermafint 

Mr»  Jan  was.of  opinion  that  there  was  oocaaion, 
in  the  oresent  circamatancea:  of  the  country,  to  tie 
up.tJ^iQaveniiafnit  fronrede^nung  tUaloanwhen 


they  should  choose ;  and  that  it  would  be  setting 
a  bad  example  to  besin  now,  in  a  time  of  peace, 
to  borrow  moneyi  and  make  the  loan  so  long  izre* 
deemable. 

Ml.  Smi'th,  of  Maryland,  opposed  the  motion. 
He  was  well  informed,  he  saia,  that,  on  the  terms 
prcHposed  by  the  bill,  the  loan  coul4  be  obtained 
at  nve  per  cent.;  and  he  thought  it  desirable  to  ob- 
tain a  loan  at  five  per  cent,  to  pay  ofl"  a  debt  on 
which  an  interest  of  six  per  cent,  was  now  paid. 
The  owners  of  the  Misaianppi  stock,  so  far  aa 
they  had  claims  on  the  Gk>vemment,  would,  per- 
haps, invest  the  whok  in  this  loan.  He  was  not 
moved  by  the  pride  of  c»inion,in  oppoain^thia 
motion,  but  he  believed  tnat  the  aubataniial  mter- 
est,  of  tne  country  required  the  coQWienoenicat  of 
a  system  of  loans  at  the  interest  of  five  ptt  oent^ 
and  he  was  told  that  this  waa  a  favorable,  time  for 
doing.  it» 

Mff  LpwaoBa  said,  he  was  not  willing  that. the 
QQveinioenl.  should  be  defanrred,  bf  its  own;  act, 
froia  making  uae  of  ita  unappropriated  lands,  at 
any  time^  in  the  rf  demptioa  of  temporary  Joaaa 
like '  thi«Lr  If  the  Q^rcrnmieali  should  nave  mooey 
thiia  Iviag  idlt,  thegenttsmaa  would  see  thalihey 
would  lose  by  it  in  one  montb  what  they  would 
gain-  ia  twelve  months  by  the  difference  of  the  rate 
of  intcKst..  We  ought  not  to  set  the  example  of 
creating,  in  time  of  peaee,  a  dd>t  which  it  woqld 
ha  out  of.  the  power  of  the  Government  to  extiiH- 
guishatitsj4faauia«  • 

Mr.  Smith  said  that^  if  <  he  could.believe  that  in 
one  or  two  years  the  Treasury  would  be  •-  in  the 
condition  the  gentleman  suppoaed,  he  should  not, 
perhaps,  object  to  the  proposed  amendment.  But 
ne  had  no  expectation  tnat  such  would  be  the 
result. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  then  moved 
to  strike  out  three  millions^  (the  proposed  amount 
of  the  loan,)  and  in  lieu  thereof  insert  two  mil- 
lions. [This  motion  was  declared  not  to  be  in  or- 
der, the  House  bavins  already  changed  the  amount 
from  two  to  three  mulions.]  Mr.  W.  the^  moved 
to  strike  out  three  millions,  and  insert,  in  lieu  there- 
of, two  and  a  half  millions. 

Mr.  W.  said,  he  had  made  this  motion  on  the 
ground  that  he  had  no  idea  that  we  should  be  able 
to  keep  in  the  Treasury  a  million  of  dollars  for 
contingencies.  He  had  no  wish,  he  said,^  that  Gov- 
ernment should  ever  have  a  dollar  in  the  Treas* 
urymore  than  was  necessarv  for  the  authorized 
expenditure;  believing  that  tne  expenditure  would 
keep  pace  with  the  money  in  the  Treasury.  If 
more  money  should  be  necessary,  the  President 
h»A  it  always,  in  his  ])ower  to  convene  Cong^^ 
for  thepqrposeof  provi^inff  it. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  said  he  should  oppose 
the  motion,  though  he  believed  it  not  very  mate^ 
rial.  If  the  money  was  not  wanted^  it  would  not 
be  borrowed.  The  bill  contained  no  absolute  in- 
junctioA  to  borrow,  but  an  authority  to  borrow  if 
necessarvi  Mr.  S.  made  a  statement  to  ahow  that, 
even  if  the  whole  aowunt  of  three  mHIioiis  of  the 
loan  should  be  borrowed,  it  would  not  increaae  Ae 
debt  of  the  country,  inasmucb  as,  besides  the  out- 
standing  Miaaiasippiatoek,  there  waa98j8Q(VM>  of 
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tiie  principal  of  the  public  debt  to  be  paid  off  this 
year. 

Mr.  LiTTLB  suggested,  that  calling  Congress 
would  not  be  a  very  economical  process  for  effect- 
ing what  could  so  easily  be  effected  now,  by  leav- 
inff  the  bill  as  it  stands. 

Mr.  Floyd  made  a  few  remarks  in  favor  of  the 
motion,  and  then  the  motion  was  negatived. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  en^ossed  for  a 
third  reading — ^the  yeas  and  nays  bemg  required 
by  Mr.  Cocke,  but  not  sustained  by  a  sufficient 
number. 

The  bill  respectin|^  the  enlistment  of  seamen  for 
the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  was  then  taken  up, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  providing  for  the  re- 
lief of  sick  and  disabled  seamen,  passM  through  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Several  amendments  were  recommended  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  among  which 
was  the  striking  out  two  sections  of  the  bill  pro- 
viding for  erecting  an  hospital  at  New  Orleans, 
and  appropriating  money  for  purchasing  a  build- 
ing for  the  same  pur|iose  at  Savannah.  This  ques- 
tion gave  rise  to  considerable  debate,  being  warmly 
opposed  by  Mr.  Botler,  of  Louisiana,  and  Mr. 
CuTHBBBT,  hut  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 
A  new  section  was  also  added,  authorizing  and 
requiring  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  cause  to 
be  deducted,  at  the  rate  of  twenty-five  cents  per 
month,  from  the  pay  of  the^officers  and  seamen  of 
the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  for  the  purposes  of 
this  biU. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  ordered  to  be  read  a 
third  time. 

SMALL  VESSELS  OF  WAR. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  authorizing  the  build- 
inff  of  certain  small  vessels  of  war,  passed  through 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  after  being  amended, 
so  as  to  reduce  the  number  from  seven  to  five. 

[The  object  of  these  vessels  is  to  protect  the 
revenue,  and  pursue  pirates,  dbc,  in  the  waters  of 
our  Southern  coast,  which  are  too  shallow  to  be 
navigated  by  the  vessels  now  in  service.] 

Tne  bill  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Cannon,  as  unne- 
cessary, and  also  because  the  cost  of  the  vessel 
(S60,000)  was  not  to  be  taken  from  the  moneys 
already  appropriated  for  repairs.  It  was  supported 
by  Messrs.  Silbbeb^  Johnson,  and  Newton,  on 
the  ground  of  its  bemg  required  for  the  security  of 
the  revenue,  and  the  detection  of  smugglers  and 
pirates. 

The  question  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading,  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays 
— ^78  votes  to  37,  as  follows : 

YiAs — Messrs.  Abbot,  Allen  of  N.  York,  Anderron, 
Archer  of  Md^  Archer  ofVirginia,  Baker,  Baldwin,  Ball, 
BatemsD,  Btoomfield,  Brush,  Burton,  Butler  of  Lootti- 
*ana,  Case,  Cobb,  Crawford,  Cnlbreth,  Culpeper,  Cuah- 
man,  Cuthbert,  Darlington,  Denniaon,  Dickinaon,  Earle, 
Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwarda  of  North  Car- 
olina, Ftaher,  Floyd,  Folger,  Fullerton,  Hill,  Hoatetter, 
Johnaon,  Jonea  of  Tenneaaee,  Kent,  Kinsley,  Little, 
Lhrermore,  Lowndes,  Lyman,  McCoy,  MeLatie  of  Del- 
aware, Meiga,  Mercer,  8.  Moore,  Neale,  Nelnon  of 
MaaaadioaetU,  Newton,  Parker  of  Maaaach'to,  Pheljia^ 


Pinckney,  Pitcher,  Plomer,  Bankin.  Rich,  Ttocoi, 
Sampaon,  Sergeant,  Silabee.  Smith  of  N.  Jeraey,  Smith 
of  Maiyland,  8mith  of  North  Caroiinm,  Scevens,  Storrt, 
Street,  Strong  of  New  York,  Sweafingea,  Taylor,  Ter- 
rell, Torapkina,  Trimhle,  WaUacc,  WairfMld.  Wendo- 
▼er;  Whitman,  V/illiams  of  Ytrgioia,  and  Wood. 

Nats — Meaars.  Adams,  Allen  of  Tenneaaee,  Boden, 
Brjan,  BuiTum,  Campbell,  Cannoo,  Coeke,  CraAa,  Foot, 
Forrest,  Gross  of  Pennaykania.  fieodndis,  Herrick, 
Hibahman,  Hcister,  Kendall,  Kinaey,  Linn,  Maclay, 
McCreary,  Metcalf,  R.  Moore,  MnrrajtOveratreet,  Pat- 
teraon,  Pbileon,  Pindall,  Kendall,  Rbea,  Rosa.  Sawyer, 
Sloan,  Southard.  Strong  of  Vcrmoot,  Tnckiar  of  S.  Caro- 
lina, Walker,  and  WiUiama  of  North  Carolina. 

The  bill  was  subsequently  read  a  third  time,  and 

passed. 

NAVIGATION  LAW. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  supplementary  to  the 
bill  commonly  called  the  NmngHakm  Lamy  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  where  it  was 
decidedly  supported  by  Mr.  Newton,  Mr.  Clat, 
and  Mr.  Foot. 

The  Tote  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be  cnmssed  for 
a  third  reading  was  decided  aflirnaativdy  by  yeas 
and  nays— 94  to  25,  as  follows : 

YxAS — Meaara.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  N.York, 
Allen  of  Tenneaaee,  Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland, 
Archer  of  Virginia,  Baker,  Batemen,  Bloomfieid,  Bre- 
vard, Bruah,  Botler  of  New  Hampahire,  Bncler  of 
Louiaiana,  Campbell,  Cannon,  Clagett,  Cobb,  Crafta, 
Crawford,  Cnlbreth,  Culpeper,  Coabman,  Cnthbert, 
Dickinaon,  Earle,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  ConnecCicot,  Bd> 
warda  of  North  Carolina,  Fiahar,  Floyd,  Folger,  Foati 
Fullerton,  Groea  of  Pennaylvania,  Hall  of  New  York, 
Hibahman,  Heiater,  Hill,  Jonea  of  Virginia,  Kent, 
Kinsley,  Little,  Linn,  Livermore,  Lowndea,  Lyman, 
Maclay,  McCreary,  McLane  of  Delaware,  Meiga,  M^- 
cer,  Metcalf,  S.  Moore,  M array,  Neale,  Nclaoo  ofMas- 
sachnaetta,  Newton,  Overatreet,  Parker  of  Maaaachu- 
aetts,  Pindall,  Pitcher,  PInmer,  Rankin,  Rhea,  Rich, 
Rogem,  Raas,  Sampson,  Sergeant,  Silibee,  Simkins, 
Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of 
North  Carolina,  Southard,  Stevena,  Storrs,  Strong  of 
Vermont,  Strong  of  New  York,  SweeriDgen,  Taylor, 
Terrell,  Tompkina,  Trimble,  Tucker  o(  South  Caro- 
lina, Van  Rensadaer,  Walker,  Wallace,  Warfield, 
Wendover,  Whitman,  Williams  of  North  Carolina, 
and  Wood. 

N4Ta — Meaars.  Adama,  Baldwin,  Ball,  Boden,  Bar- 
well,  Clark,  Cocke,  Darlington,  Deaniaon«  Forrest, 
Garnett,  Hendricka,  Herrick,  Hoatetter,  Johnaon,  Kin- 
aey, McCoy,  R.  Moore,  Patterson,  Philaon,  Pinckney, 
Sawyer,  Sloan,  Sueet,  and  WiUiana  of  Virginia. 

The  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Se9m  o^dodt.  P.  M. 

The  bill  to  amend  the  act  for  the  reservation  of 
timber  lands  for  nayal  purposes ;  the  bill  to  con- 
tinue in  force  the  act  to  provide  for  persons  disa- 
bled by  known  wounds  in  the  Revolutionary  war: 
and  the  bill  to  provide  for  repairing  the  Gieneral 
Post  Office  building, — ^passed  through  Committees 
of  the  Whole,  and  were  ordered  to  be  engroBsed 
for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Margai«t  Hal/,  (late 
Margaret  McKenzie,)  passed  throuch  a  CflmmiUee 
of  the  Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  fie  on  the  table. 
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The  bill  dtaignttting  the  ports  within  which  oioly 
forei^n-anned  vessels  shall  be  pennitted  to  enter; 
the  biil  to  inereftse  the  nitmbCT  of  clerks  in  the 
War  Department ;  and  the  biU  for  the  relief  of 
Richard  8*.  Haeklevj — severally  passed  through 
Committees  of  the  Whol^^  and  were  ordered  to  he 
engrossed  for  a  thhrd  readmg. 

The  hill  making  appropriations  for  carrying  into 
effect  the  treatv  Ismy  concluded  with  the  Chipi«- 
wa  nation  of  Indians,  passed  through  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  to  extend  the  jntndictibn  of  justices  of 
the  peace  in  the  recovering  of  debts  in  the  District 
of  Colombia,  passed  through  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  was  oi*dered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ebeneter  Stevens  and 
Austin  If  Sands,  legal  representative  of  Rich- 
airdson  Sands,  passed  through  a  Oommittce  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  RttfeA  moved  Aat  the  said  bill  be  postponed 
indefinitely ;  but,  before  this  questioin  was  decided, 
about  10  o'clock  the  House  ac^oumed. 


Satombay,  May  13. 

Mr.  BlsitB,  of  NoriSi  C^rioHna,  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Accounts,  to  whom  was  referred  the  re- 
port of  thb  Speaker,  and  his  account,  with  the 
voucher  in  sup^rt  thereof  respecting  the  ex|)en- 
ditures  for  furnishing  the  nail  and  offices  oi  the 
House  of  Representatives,  made  a  report ;  which 
was  read^  and  the  resolution  and  order  therein 
contained  were  concurred  in  by  the  House  as  fol- 
lows, viz: 

Ruobftd,  Thst  tiie  Hdase  dsth  spprove  of  the  said 
expen^tore,  smotintilig  to  the  smn  of  twsnty-lbnr 
thoosand  nine  handled  and  seven  dollsrs  thir^-sevtfn 
and  a  half  cents*  and  th*t  it  be  certified  to  the  T^eas- 
my  aceorditti^y. 

Orderedy  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims, 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  the  Committee 
of  Claims,  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Cttnals, 
and  the  Committee  on  For&iVn  Relations,  sever- 
ally, be  dikliarged  firom  the  further  consideration 
of  all  such  matters  and  things  to  them  respectively 
referred  during  the  present  session^  and  upon 
iKrhich  they  have  not  reported. 

Mr.  Sromtfii,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canab,  to  wliich  was  referred  the  bill  fitnn 
the  8ent^  entitled  "Aii  act  for  th^  appointmeht 
of  Commissioners  to  lay  out  t  catial  in  the  State 
of  Ohio,^^  reported  the  same  without  amendment ; 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
to  which  is  committed  the  biU  providing  for  the 
preservation  and  repair  of  the  Cumberland  Road. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Mbtcalp, 
Resofoed,  That  the  Secretai7  of  the  Treasury 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to  obtain  all  the  in- 
farmation  he  can,  and  to  lay  before  this  House,  as 
soon  as  may  be  practicable,  after  the  commence- 
ment of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  the  quantity 
of  land  sold  under  the  provisions  of  tne  law  passed 
on  the  27th  day  of  Aptl,  1820,  entitlal  <*An  act 
yttaking  further  provision  for  the  M^  of  the  pub* 
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lie  lands."  And,  also^  the  name  of  each  pdr- 
chaser ;  the  number  at  acres  sold  to  each  indi- 
vidual, or  compKny,  or  body  corporate ;  the  suitt, 
|)er  acre,  for  which  the  same  was  sold ;  and  to  dis- 
tinguish  that  which  shall  be  sold  at  private  from 
that  which  is  sold  at  public  sal& 

Bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  following  titles,  to 
wit:  An  act  granting  to  the  State  of  Ohio  the 
right  of  pre-emption  to  certain  quarter  sections  pf 
l^nds ;  and  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  village  of  Peoria^  in  the  State  of  IIU* 
nois;  were  sevenlly  read  tne  third  time,'  and 
passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  provide  relief  fbr 
sick  and  disabled  seamen  was  read  a  third  time, 
as  amended,  and  pissed.  [The  bill,  as  it  siailds. 
contains  provisions  (they  hsivinff  been  r^liistated) 
for  the  erection  of  a  hospital  at  New  Orleans,  ai&d 
6f  another  at  Savannah.] 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit: 
An  act  to  amend  the  act  mdcing  resertalittn  of 
detain  public  Itmds  to  sn^yply  timber  fblr'navtal 
purposes;  An  act  designating  the  notts  within 
whreh  only  fdreign  armed  vessels  shall  be  p^itett- 
tM  to  enter;  An  act  to  revive  and  continne  in 
forde  an  ac^  entitled  ^^An  act  to  provide  for  per- 
sons who  were  disabled  by  known  woundaf  recwred 
in  tiie  Revolutionary  war,  and  for  other  puJhpdses ;" 
An  act  pra^vidi^  Ibr  repairing  the  rooi  of  the 
Gteneral  rost  Office,  and  td  procure  an  engints  for 
the  phDtection  of  the  said  buuding ;  An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Richard  S.  Hackley  *,  and  an  act  to  in- 
crease the  number  of  clerl»  in  the  War  Depart- 
ment; were  severally  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consid^  the  biU  from 
the  Senate^  enUtled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Bht- 
nezer'  Stevens  and  Anstia  L.  Sands,  lc§Bk  repre- 
sentatives of  Richardsoh  Sands,  deceased,  add 
others :"  whereupon,  it  was  ordei^ed  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  oh  the  bill  from  the  Sehate,  entitled 
^'An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  rcpresentatii^es 
of  Tench  Francis,  deeiaased."  The  bili  i^s  )r^ 
ported  wtthoQt  amencbnent^  and  ordered  to  be  rckul 
a  third  time  toiday.  It  wits  docordingly  iMd  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Maijj^ret  HalJ;.  Inte 
Mc£Lenzie,.was  taken  up^  ordered  to  a  third  vttudr 
ing^  and  subsequendy  read  the  durd  Umd^and 
paiisedi 

The  bill  for  th«  rehef  of  Joahaa  Newsmhi  Peler 
Crooks,  and  Jam^  Rabb;  the  bill  for  the  relief  <>f 
Conrad  Laub;  the  bill  to  anthorize  the  Qovemor 
of  the  State  of  Illinois  to  obtHin  certab  absteets 
of  Idnd  from  certain  pablic  offices ;  the  bill  ph>- 
vidlng  for  the  expense  of  surveying  certain  parts 
of  the  coast  of  North  Carolina  ^  severally  passed 
through  Committees  of  the  Whdc^  were  ordelM 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  and  wefe  sub* 
senuently  reid  a  third  time,  and  petiBsed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  to  continue  in  force 
the  act  "  to  provide  for  reports  of  decisions  of  the 
Supreme  Court,"  passed  tnroueh  the  usual  forms, 
and  was  read  a  third  time,  and  finally  pksaid;  as 
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also  did  the  bill  from  the  Senate  for  altering  the 
times  of  holding  the  court  of  the  United  States 
for  the  Western  District  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Hunter  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  ivas.  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Cobb,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bills  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  Rich- 
ard Smyth,  and  for  the  relief  of  Ambrose  Vasse, 
passed  through  the  usual  forms,  and  were  read  a 
third  tim^  and  finally  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  senate  for  the  relief  of  Thos. 
Leiper  passed  through  the  usual  forms,  being  op- 

g)sed  by  Mr.  Rhea,  and  supported  by  Messrs. 
EBGEANT  Bud  M  AC  LAY,  Bud  WBs  read  a  third 
time,  and  finally  passed. 

The  bills  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  Rich- 
ard O'Brien  and  James  L.  Cathcart,  passed 
through  Committees  of  the  Whole,  and  were  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed — the  latter  with  an  amend- 
ment 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
*'An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  President,  Directors, 
and  Company,  of  the  Merchants'  Bank  of  New- 
port, in  Rhode  Island ;  the  bill  was  reported  with- 
out amendment,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  confirming  certain  claims 
to  land  in  the  State  of  Illinois ;  which  was  re- 
ported without  amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time  to-day,  which  was 
subsequently  done  and  the  bill  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
^<An  act  to  authorize  the  erection  of  a  lighthouse 
on  one  of  the  Isles  of  Shoab,  near  Portsmouth,  in 
New  Hampshke."  The  bill  was  reported  with 
amendments;  which  were  concurrea  in  by  the 
House,  and  the  amendments  ordered  to  be  en- 
inrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  to-day. 
The  biU  was  accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed  as  amended. 

Orderedy  That  the  title  be  amended,  by  adding 
thereto,  ^and  for  other  purposes;"  and  that  the 
Clerk  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith,  and  request 
their  ccmcurrence  in  the  said  amendments. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
Gborob  F.  Strother,  resiffning  his  seat  as  one 
of  the  Representatives  for  the  State  of  Virginia ; 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  '<An  act  for  the  relief  of  Tho- 
mas Hunter ;"  whereupon,  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
be  read  a  third  time  to-day.    It  was  accoidingly 
.  read  the  third  dme,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Newton,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  was  directed  to  report  to  the  House 
of  Representatives,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
next  session  of  Congress,  what  alterations  or  mod- 
ifications, if  anjr,  are  required  in  the  several  acts 
of  Congress,  fizinff  the  fees  and  emoluments  of 
the  collectors  of  toe  customs,  naval  oflicers,  and 
surveyors  of  the  customs;  and,  also, a  plan  for 
compensating  such  oflEioers  according  to  the  sei^ 
vices  respectively  performed  by  them. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  carrying  into 


effect  the  treaty  lately  concluded  with  the  Chip- 
pewa nation  ot  Indians,  passed  throush  a  Coo^ 
mittee  of  the  W^<>^^  ^^^  '^'^^  ordered  to  be  es- 
grossed  for  a  third  reading  on  Monday  next 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
'^An  act  to  authorize  the  appoincment  of  commis- 
sioners to  lay  out  the  road  therein  mentioned.^' 
The  bill  was  reported  with  amendments^  which 
were  concurred  m  by  the  House. 

The  question  was  then  taken.  Shall  the  amend- 
ments l^  engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  ? 
and  passed  in  the  affirmative—yeas  74,  nays  35, 
as  follows : 

Tbas — ^Mesin.  AlUn  of  New  Toik,  Anderaon, 
Baker,  Baldwin,  BmteaisB,  Beeeher,  Bloomfield, 
Boden,  Brush,  Butler  of  New  Hmmpshire«  Balier  of 
Looisiuit,  Campbell,  Co^k,  Crafts,  Cvowell,  Cosh- 
OMD,  Cothbert,  Dsriington,  DeDoisoiB,  l>owse.  Bark, 
Eddy,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  FaUotoo,  Hea- 
drtcks,  Hsrrick,  Hibihman,  UiU,  Hostettsr.  Kiiuej, 
Little,  Lion,  Livermore,  Lowndes,  Lyman,  Maciaj, 
Metcalf,  R.  Moore,  8.  Moore,  Monell,  MoMley,  M  urraj, 
•Neale,  Newton,  Parker  of  Maaa.,  Pattenoa,  Philaoa, 
Pinckney,  Pitcher,  Plumer,  Rankin,  Rich,  RingguUi, 
Rogers,  Koas,  Sergeant,  Silabee,  Sloan,  Smith  of  Mary- 
land,  Southard,  Slom,  Street,  Strong  of  New  York, 
Swearingen,  Taylor,  Tomlinaon,  Traqr,  Trimble,  Van 
RenaieUer,  Wallace,  Warfield,  Wendover,  Whitman, 
and  Wood. 

Natm — Meters.  Adama,  Alexander,  Archer  of  Maty- 
land,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Ball,  Buffum,  Barton,  Case, 
Clagett,  Clark,  Cobb,  Crawford,  Calpeper,  EUwardi 
of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  North  CaroHoa,  Ffoyd 
Folger,  Foot,  For  real,  Garnett,  Grosa  of  Pennsy  Wania, 
Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  North  CaroUna,  BiOMUt, 
Johnson,  Kanaley,  McCreary,  Metg^  Neleon  of  Vir- 
ginia, Rhea,  Rusa,  Sawyer,  TompkuMb  WiJiiama  of 
Vifffioia«  and  Williams  of  North  CaioliBa* 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  read  a  third  time 
to-day.  It  was  accordingly  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 

LOAN  BILL. 

An  eoj^rossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  borrow  three 
millions  of  dollars,  and  for  other  porposesy"  was 
read  the  third  time ;  and  the  question  was  taken, 
Shall  the  bill  pass?  and  it  passed  in  the  &ffiniia- 
tive-^yeas  75,  nays  30,  as  follows: 

YiAS — ^Meens.  Alexander,  Allen  of  N«w  York, 
Allen  of  Tenneaaee,  Anderaon,  Archer  of  Marjiaod, 
Bally  Batcman,  Beecher,  Brevard,  Broeh,  Bryan,  Bol- 
fura,  Butler  of  New  Hampahire,  Butler  of  LouMsnar 
Case,  Clagett,  Cook,  Culbreth,  Coahman,  Cnthbcrt, 
Denniaon,  Dowae,  Eddy,  Edwarda  of  Connecttcot, 
Floyd,  Folger,  Foot,  Forreat,  Fullerton,  GroM  of 
Pennsylvania,  Heiater,  Hill,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Ten* 
neaaee,  Kinsley,  Little,  Lowndes,  Maclay,  McCreary, 
Meiga,  8.  Moore,  Murray,  Neale,  Nelaon  of  Mas.^* 
chuaetts,  Nelson  of  Virgin.a,  Newton,  Parker  of  Mas> 
saohuaetta,  Patterson,  Phelpa,  Pbilson,  Pinc:ko«y,  Pit- 
cher, Rankin,  Rhea,  Rich,  Rogera,8ampaoD,  Svig^aot, 
Silabee,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Mary/and, 
Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Street,  Stmoi'  of  iVcw 
York,  Tarr,  Taylor.  Tomlinaon,  Tompkins  Thmble, 
Van  Renaselaer,  Wallace,  Wendover,  WiSiUmm  of 
Viiginia,  and  Wood* 
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Nats — Matin.  AdamB,  Baldwia,  Boden,  Barton, 
Burwelly  CampbeU,  CannoD»  Cobb»  Cocke,  Crafts, 
Culpeper,  Edwards  of  PennsyWania,  Edwards  of 
North  Carolina,  Hendricks,  Hostetter,  Kendall,  Kin- 
sej,  Linn,  LiTormore,  McCoy,  Metcalf,  Plumer,  Ross, 
Sloan,  SoQthard,  Storra,  Strong  of  Yermont,  Tucker 
of  South  Carolina,  Walker,  and  Williams  of  North 
Carolina. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

TONNAGE  DUTY  ON  FRENCH  8HIP8. 

The  HoQse  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  impose  a  new  ton- 
nage daty  on  French  ships  and  r^sels. 

[The  first  section  of  the  bill  provides  that,  in  lieu  of 
the  tonnage  duty  now  paid  on  French  ships  or  vessels, 
there  shall  bo  paid  a  duty  of  eighteen  dollars  per  ton, 
on  all  French  ships  or  vessels  which  shall  be  entered 
in  the  United  States,  any  act  to  the  contrary  notwith* 
standing:  Provided,  however.  That  nothing  contained 
in  this  act  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  prevent  tbo  ex- 
tension  of  the  provisions  of  the  act,  entitled  *'An  act 
to  repeal  so  mnch  of  the  several  acts  impoeing  duties 
on  thfi  tonnage  of  ships  and  vessels,  and  on  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into  tiie  United 
States,  at  imposes  a  discriminating  daty  on  tonnage 
between  foreign  vessels  and  veesels  of  the  United 
States,  and  between  the  goods  imported  into  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  foreign  vessels,  and  vessels  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,"  to  French  ships  and  vessels,  and  the 
goods  imported  therein,  whenever  the  Government  of 
France  shall  accede  to  the  provisions  of  the  set  sbove 
referred  to. 

Sac.  2.  That  the  tonnage  duty  laid,  and  directed  to 
be  paid  by  this  act,  shall  be  collected  and  paid  accord- 
ing to  the  provisions  of  the  act,  entitled  *<An  act  to 
regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  ton- 
nage,** passed  the  second  dsy  of  March,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-nine. 

Skc.  8.  That  this  act  shall  commence,  and  be  in 
inree,  lirom  and  after  the  first  day  of  July,  one  thous- 
and eight  hnndied  and  twenty.] 

Mr.  Newton,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Commerce,  0Eive  a  brief  exposition  of  the  causes 
which  rendered  expedient  the  passage  of  this  bill. 
The  documents  laid  before  Congress  on  the  sub- 
ject, he  said,  showed  that  all  attempts  at  negotia- 
tion on  it  had  failed.  The  policy  of  the  united 
States  had  been  just  and  liberal.  We  had  ofiered 
eveiy  thing  that  could  be  offered,  on  terms  of  reci- 
procity, to  induce  France  to  abandon  her  policy,  so 
injurious  to  our  commercial  and  navigating  inter- 
est. We  had  ofiered  her  the  same  terms  as  had 
been  accepted  hj  Russia,  by  the  Netherlands,  and 
by  the  Hanseatic  cities ;  but  we  had  offered  it  in 
vain. 

Mr.  N.  said  he  was  very  sorry  that  it  became  his 
duty  now  to  advocate  a  policy  which  was  abhor- 
r^it  to  his  mind^that  of  restrictions  on  commerce. 
He  was  happy  that  our  Government  had  shown 
to  the  nations  of  the  world  the  example  of  nlacing 
commerce  on  the  most  liberal  footing ;  but.  as 
FraDce  had  refused  to  reciprocate  that  liberality, 
it  has  now  become  our  imperious  duty  to  come 
back,  in  regard  to  France,  to  the  policy  which  she 
herself  pursues.  In  consequence  of  her  illiberality, 
in  this  respect,  we  are  compelled  to  resort  to  the 


measure  now  under  conbideration.  She  is  now  in 
possession  of  a  positive  advantage  over  us,  by  her 
regulations.  Will  she  voluntarily  give  it  up  ?  It 
has  been  already  shown  that  she  will  not ;  and 
she  will  continue  to  refuse  to  give  it  up,  untQ  she 
finds  that,  by  persisting  in  it,  she  has  suDJected  her 
own  commerce  to  inconvenience.  In  order,  there- 
fore, to  enable  the  President  of  the  United  States^ 
between  this  time  and  the  next  session  of  Con* 
gress,  to  n^otiate  with  the  French  Government 
to  some  efiect,  it  was  necessary  to  pass  this  bill. 
There  is  in  the  bill  a  provision  that,  if  the  French 
Government  feels  disposed  to  enlarge  its  policy  in 
regard  to  us.  all  restrictions  on  her  commerce  in 
our  ports  will  be  done  away,  and  her  vessels  will 
be  placed  on  the  same  footing  in  the  ports  of  the 
United  States  as  those  of  Great  Britain  now  are. 
If  we  do  not  resort  to  this  measure,  the  door  of  ne- 
gotiation will  remain,  as  it  now  is,  shut  in  our  face. 
These  considerations  being  taken  into  view,  he 
hoped  the^  Committee  would  see  the  necessity  of 
passinff  this  bill. 

Without  further  debate,  the  Committee  rose  and 
reported  the  bill,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  engross- 
ed for  a  third  reading ;  and  was  subseciuently  read 
a  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for 
concurrence. 

And  the  House  adjourned  to  meet  at  nine  o'clock 
on  Monday. 


MoiinAT,  May  15. 

Ordered^  That  the  Committee  of  Commerce  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
petitions,  bills,  and  other  matters  and  things,  to 
them  referred  at  the  present  session,  and  upon 
which  they  have  finally  acted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor, 

ResUvedy  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  cause  to 
be  prepared  and  printed,  for  the  use  of  the  mem- 
bers, a  list  of  business  remaining  undetermined, 
which,  by  the  existing  rule,  is  to  be  resumed  ana 
acted  upon  at  the  next  session  of  Congress ;  de- 
signating bills,  reports,  and  resolutions  committed, 
from  those  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sawteb,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  was  directed  to  report  to  the  House, 
at  the  next  session  of  Congress,  such  oflSlces  of 
the  customs  as  may  be  properly  suppre^ed  on  ac- 
count of  their  inutility  or  from  any  other  cause. 

An  engrossed  bill  making  appropriations  for 
carrying  into  efiect  the  treaty  latdy  concluded 
with  the  Chippewa  nation  of  Indians,  was  read 
the  third  time  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  the  title  be  ''An  act  making 
appropriations  for  carrying  into  efiect  the  treaties 
concluded  with  the  Chippewa  and  Kickapoo  na- 
tions of  Indians;''  and  that  the  Clerk  carry  the 
said  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  ask  their  concurrence 
therein. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  concur  m  the  first,  third,  fourth,  and 
fifth,  and  disagree  to  the  second  and  sixth  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  provide  relief  for  sick 
and  disabled  seamen."  They  have  passed  the  bill  of 
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tl&Home,  entiilM  ^An  act  toanthbrize  the  Pres- 
iiiekit  of  the  United  States  to  borrow  three  millions 
of  dollars  and  fbr  other  pnrposes^''  widi  amend- 
ments, in  which  thef  ask  the  concurrence  of  this 
ffoiise. 

lit.  TnTMatB  moved  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  ''An  act  granting  certain  priTi- 
hnjes  to  the  Ocean  Steamship  Company  of  New 
"yotlc,''  be  discharged  from  the  farther  considera- 
tion thereof.  This  motion  was  rejected  by  the 
Hbtnse. 

The  Loan  bill,  retnriied  from  the  Senate  with 
aMtsndments,  the  object  of  which  was  to  increase 
the  authority  to  borrow  fire  millions,  instead  of 
three,  and  to  strike  ont  what  relates  to  the  surplus 
of  the  Sinking  Fundj  and  to  the  funding  or  the 
Bfississippi  stock,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  who  regarded  the 
amendment  as  goins  to  do  corertly  what  the  bill 
proposed  to  do  openly,  moved  that  the  House  dis- 
agree to  the  amendments,  and  ask  a  conference 
^th  the  Senate  on  the  disagreement.  This  was 
agreed  to. 

Ths  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  message 
from  ^e  Senate,  stating  their  disagreement  to  the 
second  and  sixth  of  the  amendments  proposed  by 
this  House  to  the  bOl,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide 
relief  for  sick  and  disabled  seamen  j"  whereupon, 

BuoLwd^  That  this  House  doth  insist  on  tneir 
said  second  amendment,  and  recede  from  their 
sixth  amendment  to  the  bill  aforesaid* 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  to 
extend  the  jurisdiction  of  justices  of  the  peace  in 
the  recorery  of  debts  in  the  District  of  Columbia: 
Whereupon,  the  bill  was  again  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

A  message  from  the  S^ate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  of  this  House, 
entitled  "Au  act  designating  the  ports  within 
which,  only,  foreign  armed  ships  shall  be  permit- 
ted to  enter;"  with  an  amendment,  in  which  they 
ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  ''An  act  designating  the  ports,  within 
which,  only,  foreign  armed  ve^s  shall  be  per- 
mitted'to  enter,''  was  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SMiTa,of  Maryland, 

BatlMi^  That  the  Clerk  of  the  Efouse  of  Rep- 
resentatives be,  and  he  is  heneby,  authorized  to 
pay,  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  House, 
such  sum  as  he  may  deem  just,  not  exceeding  the 
compensation  of  the  regular  clerks  of  his  depart- 
ment, for  the  same  period,  to  an  assistant  clerk, 
during  the  present  session. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  build- 
ing an  addition  to  the  custom-house  now  erecting 
in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  for  the  use  of  Uie  dis- 
trict court  of  the  United  States  for  the  State  of 
Louisiana ;"  when  it  was  ordered  that  the  said 
hill  be  read  a  third  time  to-day.  It  was  accord- 
ingly read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Hendricks  moved  that  the  House  do  now 
proceed  to  consider  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  authorize  the  Ptoident  of  the 


United  States  to  ascertain  and  designate  certain 
boundaries ;"  which  was  rejected  by  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SraEfiT,  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  granting  certain  privi- 
Iq^es  to  the  Ocean  Steamsbip  Company  of  New 
York,"  were  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
eration thereof. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  said 
bill ;  when  it  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  WrixiAMS, 
of  North  Carolina,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Archer,  of  Maryland,  laid  in  at  the  Clerk's 
table  sundry  statements,  marked  A  B  C  E  and  F, 
in  relation  to  the  expenditures  of  public  moneys 
in  the  Navy  Department ;  which  were  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered^  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Buildings,  and  the  Committee  on  the  Expendi- 
tures in  the  War  Department,  respectively,  be 
discharged  from  the  further  conatdefation  of  the 
several  matters  and  thincs  to  them  lefaried  during 
the  present  session,  and  upon  which  they  have 
not  anally  acted* 

A  messagtffrom  the  Senate  inJormed  the  House 
that  the  S^afe  have  passed  biUs  of  this  Honae, 
of  the  following  tides,  to  wit :  ''An  act  to  revive 
and  conthiue  in  force  an  aet,  entitled  ^An  act  to 
provide  for  persons  who  were  disabled  by  known 
wounds  received  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and 
for  other  purposes ;"  aud  an  act  in  addition  to  the 
act,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  Grovernment  for  the  year  1820;" 
with  amendments  to  each,  in  which  they  ask  the 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  Senate  insist  on  their  amendments  disa- 
greed to  by  this  House  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  borrow  thras  millions  of  doUars,  and  ioT  other 
noiposes;  and  have  agreed  to  the  eonlercttee asked 
by  this  House  thereon^  to  which  they  kavte  ap> 
pointed  managers  on  their  part. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  tht 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  the  act,  enti- 
tled 'An  act  making  anpronriations  for  liie  sup- 
port of  Government  tor  the  year  IfflOj*  was 
read,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  amendment;  the  Committee 
rose,  and  reported  their  agreement  thereto ;  and 
the  amendment  was  concurred  in  by  the  Hcmse. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  revive  and  continue  in 
force  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  provide  for  per- 
sons who  were  disabled  by  known  wouids  re- 
ceived in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  for  other 
purposes."  was  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  managers 
on  the  part  of  this  House  at  the  conference  on  the 
disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  amend- 
ments depending  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  ao- 
thorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
borrow  three  millions  of  dollars,  and  fbr  <7tber 
purposes,"  made  a  report :  Whereupon, 

Budtotd^  That  this  House  insist  on  thetr  disa- 
greement to  the/rtf  audybttifAof  the  amendments 
proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  said  laB,  and  Jt- 
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cede  fiom  t|iw  di$9(gr«fm^t  to.  the  ^tkM  of  the 
jsaid  ameixdinents. 

TBEA8UR7  PEPARTWWT. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  S£fU2EANT»  ce- 
solred  itself  into  a  Committee  of  ihe  Whole,,  on 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  in  addition  to  the  acts 
providing  for  the  better  organizatip.iii  of  ^e  Txea- 
BuryPepaiftment. 

{This  bUl  provides  a  summair  nroc^  for  the 
recpFerr  of  monep  he)qng{ng.to  the  Uni^  l^lat^s, 
in  the  nands  of  ^idividaals,  coUectocsj  and  other 
pablic  aeents,  dbc.] 

The  mA  save  rise  to  a  debate)  b^^  bf  lir. 
Edwa^jml  or  North  Carolina,  in  orooBition  to  the 
bill,  which  was  supported  by  Mr.  SsBonAiiT  and 
others. 

The  objection  set  up  to  the  bill  was.  that  it  pro- 
posed to  Tiolate  the  right,  secured  by  tne  Constilu- 
tion,  of  a  trial  by  jury.  ^.,  and  also  the  other 
right,  that  no  man  should  be  deprived  of  his  prop- 
erty without  due  process  of  law. 

In  reply  to  this  objection,  it  was  argued,  that 
there  was  nothing  proposed  but  what  was  sanc- 
tioned by  numerous  precedents,  such  as  sales  for 
non-payment  of  taxes,  Ac.  The  moment  a  man 
receives  the  public  money,  he  is  the  agent  or  in- 
strument of  the  Treasury,  and  ought  to  be  subject 
to  its  power,  so  far  as  to  compel  him  to  account 
for  the  mcHiey  which  he  has  received,  and  refuses 
or  neglects  to  account  for. 

The  bill  having  been  reported  to  the  House,  a 
motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Cmowell  to  postpone 
the  further  consideration  thereof  to  the  first  day 
of  the  next  session ;  which  was  negatived. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  m  read  a  third 
time ;  and  was  subsequently  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed — by  yeas  and  nays--89  to  14,  as  follows: 

YsAs— MeMTs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Alexander,  Ander* 
aoD,  Aichfrr  of  Maivland,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Baker, 
Baldwin,  Bloomfield,  Brevard,  Bufitim,  Burton,  Bar- 
well,  Batler  of  New  Hampdiire,  CampbeU»  Case, 
Cobb,  Cook,  CralU,  Crawford,  Calpeper,  Cosbmaa, 
Cathbert,  I^rliogtoD,  Denniaon,  Dickinson,  Dowse, 
Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Enrin,  Fiiher,  Polger, 
Forrest,  Gnu  of  Pennsylvtnia,  Hibshman,  Heiiter, 
Hill,  Hoitetter,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kent, 
Kiasej,  Little,  Linn,  Lowndes,  MacUy,  McCresry, 
Meigs,  Metcal^  R.  Moore,  8.  Moore,  Monell,  Murray, 
Neaie,  Newton,  Overttreet,  Parker  of  Mtssadiusetts, 
Patteison,  Philson,  Rankin,  Rhea,  Rich,  Ringgold, 
Rogers,  Rosa,  Baoipaon*  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  BUabee, 
Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
Storn,  Stieet,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Strong  of  New 
Tork,  Taylor,  Tenell,  Tomlinson,  Tompkin%  Tncker 
of  South  Carolina,  Van  Renaaelaer,  Wallace,  War^ 
field,  Wendover,  Whitman,  Williams  of  Virginia, 
Williams  of  North  Carolina,  and  Wood. 

fiAT^^Mmen.  AUen  of  New  Tork,  Ball,  Bateman, 
Brush,  Batler  of  Louisiana,  Crowell,  Edwards  of 
North  Carolina,  Foot,  Gamett,  Hendricks,  Heirick, 
Nelson  of  Virginia,  Roes,  and  Swearingen. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  S^ate  have  passed  the  bill  of  this  House 
entitletl  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  repre- 
seotati  vea  of  Conrad  Laub^  deceased ;"  with  an 
amendment.    The  Senate  recede  from  theii  first 


and  fourth  amendments  to  the  bill,  ei;ititled'^<A& 
l»ct  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  Stat^ 
to  borrow  thiee  xoitUons  of  4oUiMrs,  and  fjag  .omUt 
purooses." 

Thfi  ^m^oApm^i  V^s^f^  hy  the  SeAAt9  toirte 
bijyi,  entitled  <^An  not  for  tl^  r«Uef  pf  the  legi^ jf|^ 
reseqtalives.of  Conaid  iLaub,  dee  eaaed,''  waanad, 
and  onneaired  ia  by  4he  House. 

THANKS  TO  TW  fiPB4K;BR. 

The  HoiiBe  haiiag  got  through  ithe  .^osiacas 
befooeit^^ 

Mr.  WAavau»^  ofMuflaad,  rase.aad  absented, 
that  although  it  had  been  customary^  whomever 
tbcM  esisled  a  dispesitioii  dn  die  part  ortheHouse 
bf  an  unanimous  vote  to  express  thdr  unquidified 
approbation  of  the  course  pursued  by  the  Speaker, 
to  delay  the  expression  oi  that  opinion  until  the 
termination  of  the  period  for  which  he  was  elected, 
yet  he  vras  induced,  on  this  occasion,  to  depart 
from  that  course,  having  distinctly  understood  that 
it  was  the  intention  of  the  Speaker  to  decline  the 
duties  of  the  Chair  at  the  close  of  the  present  sea* 
sion.  Any  observations,  said  Mr.  W.,  to  enforce 
the  justice  and  propriety  of  unanimouuy  adopting 
the  resolution  would  be  altogether  superfluous. 
Every  member  of  the  House,  in  common  with 
himself,  had  witnessed,  during  the  present  labo- 
rious and  protracted  session,  the  dignity,  ability, 
and  impartiality^  with  which  the  Speaker  had  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  his  station ;  and  he  was  per- 
suaded there  was  not  a  member  of  that  body  to 
whom  it  would  not  afford  the  truest  gratification 
to  offer  the  small  tribute  of  respect  and  approba- 
tion intended  to  be  expressed  in  the  resolution 
then  before  them.  Mr.  W.  then  submitted  the 
following  resolution,  the  question  on  which  being 
put  by  the  Clerk,  it  was  adopted  unanimously: 

Reeohedf  unrniimouelv,  by  the  Heuu  of  Renrt- 
eentaHtee  of  the  United  Statee  of  America,  That  the 
thanks  of  this  House  be  gi? en  to  the  honorable  Hxvar 
Clat,  Speaker  thereof,  lor  the  dignitj,  abilitj,  and 
impartiahtj  with  which  he  has  discharged  the  dutiea 
of  that  station. 

Upon  which  Mr.  Clay  rose,  and  addressed  the 
House  as  follows: 

Gbbtlimbv:  The  House  of  Representettves  has, 
on  former  occasions*  honored  me  bj  a  vote  of  its 
thanks.  I  then  felt  that  the  sole  daim  which  I  had 
to  a  testimony  of  the  public  approbation,  so  distm- 
gulshed,  was  the  seal  with  which  I  have  ever  sought 
to  diacharge  the  highlv  responsible  duties  of  the  Chair; 
and  I  am  now  sensible  that  I  am  indebted  to  your  be- 
lief of  the  continued  exertion  of  that  seal  for  the  fieeh 
proof  of  your  favorable  sentiments  towards  mc^  in  the 
resolution  which  yon  have  just  adopted. 

If,  gentlemen,  the  traveller  parte  with  regret  from 
those  agreeable  acquaintances  wnich  he  casually  makes, 
as  he  Journeys  on  his  way,  how  mudi  more  painfiil 
must  be  the  separation  of  Uiose  who  have  co-operated 
many  months  in  the  anxious  endeavor  to  advance  the 
prosperity  of  a  common  oountiy ;  who  have  been  ani- 
mated by  mutual  sympathies ;  and  who  have  become 
endeared  to  each  other  by  an  interchange  of  all  the 
friendly  offices  incident  to  the  freest  sodal  intercourse  t 
Addreesing  you  as  I  now  do,  probably  the  last  time 
from  this  place,  I  eonleai  1  feel  a  degree  of  emotioa. 
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which  I  sm  utterly  ontble  to  expreu.  I  shall  carry 
irith  me  into  that  retirement  which  \b  necemaiy  to  the 
performance  of  indiapeniable  private  daties,a  gn^tefhl 
recollection  of  all  yoar  kindneasea ;  of  the  reapectful 
•nd  affectionate  consideration  of  me  which  yon  have 
•always  evinced ;  of  the  geoerooa  and  almost  unlimited 
confidence  whidi  yon  have  ever  lepoerd  ia  me ;  and 
of  the  tenderness  with  which  yon  have  treated  even 
my  errora.  Bat,  interesting  as  have  been  'he  relations 
in  which  I  have  stood,  for  many  years,  to  thii  Hoase» 
I  have  yet  higher  motives  for  continuing  to  behold  it 
with  tho  deepest  solicitade.  I  shall  regard  it  as  the 
great  depositary  of  the  most  important  powera  of  oar 
«xoaUeni  Constttntioa ;  as  tho  watchfal  and  kithlbl 
aeotioel  of  the  freedonrof  the  poople;  as  the  UJamU 
«nd  trttest  image  of  their  deliberate  waU  and  wiahep ; 


and  as  that  branch  of  the  <3ovemment  where,  if  our 
beloved  country  shall  unhappily  be  destined  to  add 
another  to  the  long  list  of  melancholy  examples  of  the 
loss  of  public  liberty,  we  shall  witneas  its  last  strug* 
glee  and  its  expiring  throes. 

Gentlemen,  I  beg  you  to  cany  vrith  you  ray  sin- 
cerest  wishes  for  your  individual  happtnesey  and  the 
prosperity  of  your  respective  frmilies. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  and  Mr.  Yait  Rens- 
8BLASR  having  been  appointed  to  wait  on  the 
President,  reported  to  the  Hoase  that  the  President 
had  no  further  communication  to  make ;  and 

The  House  adjourned  to  the  aeoond  Monday  in 
November  next,  being  the  thirteenth  day  of  the 
mxmth. 
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0OMPRI8INQ  THB  MOST  IMPORTANT  DOOUMENTS  ORIOINATINO  DURINQ  THAT  CON- 

GRE88,  AND  THE  PUBUC  ACTS  PASSED  BY  FT. 


DANISH  BRIO  HENRIOK. 

.[CommDnicmted  to  CongWj  Deeember  38,  1619.] 

To  Ike  Semafe  and  Hawm  of 

RqntBeniaHveB  of  Me  Umitd  Staitif 

On  the  23d  of  February,  1803,  a  Menage  from 
the  PresideDt  of  the  United  States  was  transmit- 
ted to  both  Houses  of  Congress^  together  with  the 
report  of  the  then  Secretary  of  State,  Mr.  Madi- 
son, upon  the  case  of  the  Danish  brigantine  Hen- 
rick  and  her  cargo^  belonging  to  citizens  of  Ham- 
hur^h,  reoommendmg  the  claim  to  the  favorable 
consideration  of  Conffress.  In  Febraary.  1806,  it 
was  again  presented,  by  a  Metssage  from  the  Presi- 
dent, to  the  consideration  of  Congiess,  bat  has  not 
since  been  definitively  acted  npon. 

The  Minister  resident*  from  Denmark  and  the 
Consul  General  from  Hambtrffh  having  recently 
renewed  applications  in  behalf  of  the  respective 
owners  of  tne  vessel  and  cai^o,  I  transmit,  here- 
with, copies  of  their  communications  for  tne  fhr- 
ther  oonsideration  of  the  Lc^^islature,  upon  whose 
files  all  the  documents  relaung  to  the  claim  are 
still  existing. 

JAMES  MONROB. 

WASBiNQToif,  Dec.  24, 1819. 


Enrntke  Ommd  Qeneral  of  HoMbwyh  to  the  SeenUury 

of  State. 

HAMBUnOH  CoN0t!LATB  GENERAL, 

PkOaddpMa,  Noo.  9, 1819. 

Sir  :  On  behalf  of  several  of  the  citizens  of 
Hamburgh,  I  have  the  honor  to  solicit  your  atten- 
tion to  the  subject  of  their  interests  in  the  carso 
of  the  Danish  brigantine  Henrick,  Peter  Scheelt. 
master,  which  was  captured  by  a  public  armea 
vessel  of  the  United  States  in  the  year  1799,  with 
a  request  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  lay  the  case 
before  the  President  of  the  United  States,  that,  if 
he  shall  see  proper,  he  may  submit  it  to  the  con- 
sideration of  Congress. 

This  vessel  and  cargo  have  been  heretofore 

*Tho  sppUeation  of  the  Minister  was  verbml. 


within  the  view  of  the  Executive  of  the  United 
States,  and  have  been  the  subject  of  a  very  favora- 
ble representation  from  the  Department  of  State. 
It  will  not,  therefore,  be  necessary  that  I  should 
enter  into  a  minute  detail  of  the  circumstances 
attending  it^  as  the  public  records  of  the  Govern- 
ment contam  a  fuU  and  faithful  statement  of 
them. 

I  deem  it  proper  at  this  time,  sir,  to  present  the 
case  before  you  m  this  summary  way.  The  vessel 
in  question  was  Danish  property  j  the  carso  on 
board  belonged  exclusively  to  citizens  of  Ham- 
burgh ;  and,  of  course,  the  whole  was  neutral  in 
the  then  existing  war.  She  sailed  from  Ham- 
burgh, bound  to  Cape  Francois,  on  the  3d  of  Octo- 
ber. 1799.  She  was  taken  oy  a  French  privateer, 
ana  on  the  8th  of  the  same  month  was  recapturea 
by  the  American 'public  vessel  called  the  Picker- 
ing, and  carried  into  St.  Christopher's.  At  this 
British  island  the  vessel  and  cargo  were  libelled 
for  salvage ;  one-half  of  the  gross  amount  of  sales 
was  decreed  to  the  recaptors,  and  the  other  half^ 
after  deducting  costs  and  expenses,  to  the  owners. 
Of  the  value  oT  the  cargo,  amounting  to  upwards 
of  thirty-four  thousand  dollars,  nearly  the  whole 
was  lost,  as  appears  by  the  documents  heretofore 
exhibited  on  tiiis  subject  to  the  Department  of 
State. 

In  the  past  consideration  of  this  afiair,  it  seems 
to  have  l)een  plainly  conceded  that  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  American  commander  to  have  brought  the 
property  recaptured  under  the  authority  of  the 
United  States  within  their  jurisdiction,  and  that 
if  this  duty  had  been  performed  the  vessel  and 
cargo  would  have  been  released  either  altogether, 
or  upon  payment  of  the  most  moderate  rate  or 
salvage.  By  a  different  line  of  conduct  from  that 
which  should  have  been  pursued,  the  propertvwas 
involved  in  a  sentence  proceeding  from  a  palpable 
misconception  and  misapplication  of  a  law  of  the 
United  States,  and  its  almost  total  loss  was  the 
consequence.  The  owners,  thus  heavily  suffering 
from  ttie  conduct  of  the  American  commander  of 
a  public  vessel,  had  no  remedy  for  the  injury  they 
had  sustained  but  an  appeal  to  the  justice  of  the 
American  Government.    This  appeal  was  made 
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on  behalf  of  the  whole  interest,  and  its  justice  was 
in  Tarious  departments  of  the  Government  dis* 
tinetly  recognised ;  but  the  redress  suited  to  the 
case  has  never  yet  been  afforded. 

It  is  supposed  that  the  conduct  of  the  Danes  to- 
wards American  property  may  have  had  its  effect 
upon  the  American  UoTerQmeot  in  postponing  its 
just  purposes  towards  the  owners  of  tHe  property 
in  question.  But  it  is  respectfully  submitted  that 
this  consideration,  if  it  has  any  existence,  ought 
not  to  affect  the  interests  of  the  owners  of  the 
cargo,  who  are  citizens  of  Hamburgh^  and  who 
now  separately  make  their  claim  to  retribution. 

Most  respectfiilly  inviting  yoor  attentioD,  sir,  to 
the  documents  in  the  Department  iii  State,  in  re<' 
lation  to  the  brigantine  Hen  rick  and  cargo,  and  to 
several  reports  of  committees  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives in  Congress  on  the  sulyect  of  this 
claim,  I  do  earnestly  submit  the  claim  of  the  own- 
era  of  the  cargo  to  your  consideration,  and  request 
^.i^nmy  be  laid  before  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
$tates,  in  order  that  a  just  recompense  may  be 

^d  ibr  the  hes^vy  injuria  which  have  been  thus 
i»gt|4ned. 

.P.eunit.)ne»sir,  to  assure  you  of  my  particular 
i^^d  find  eonsideration,  wherewith  I  have  the 
npnor  to  i^emaicL,  sir,  your  niost  obedient  servant, 

C.  N.  BUCK, 
QmmL  Gen.  it/  Htmbur^h.  tothc  U,S. 

.Um-  John.  a.  .Aif4M9i 


rri)*  ^Ilowipg  rfport  on  the  same  subject  was  made 

rebraary  8,  18t0j 

i;hid,  (Ppotonit^  on  Foreign  Kdations,  to  whom 
W^  reierred  the  Me&^e  oT  the  Pre»dent  of  the 
3^th.i9f{X)eceiaber  last,  recommending  to  Concress 
tJ^^.CGtDsidecation  of  tn^e  case  of  ithe  Danish  bi;ig- 

atineHenrick  and  her  car|;o,  respectfully  report^ 
^  they  have  thought  it  i^ght  to  presetit  to  the 
QoufK  that  view  of  the  circumsta^pes  of  the  case 
w^qh  is  contained  in  the  rieport  made  h^  Mr. 
I^ladimn  pn  the  22d  of  February.  1803 : 

"  The  Secretary  of  State  has  tne  honor  to  report 
tio  J^ie .  President  of  the  United  States^  upon  the 
QyQte  x>f  the  Miaister  of  His  Danish  Majesty,  dated 
on  the  9th  instant,  as  follows : 

'^That  it  appiears  that  the  Danish  brigantine 
Sear ick,  Captain  Peter  Scheelt,  sailing  from  Ham- 
l)un|h^  loaded  with  an  assorted  cargo,  and  bound 
V)  Cape  Fran9oi8,  was  captured  oa  the  3d  of  Octo- 
ber, 1799,  by  a  French  privateer,  and,  on  ^he  8tb 
qif  the  same  month,  she  was  recaptured  by  an 
American  public  armed  vessel  called  tbePicker- 
il^.  and  carried  to  the  British  i^and  of  St.  Chri?- 
tKmer,  where  ^he  arrived  on  the  10th. 
^^That,  from  an  authenticated  transcript  of  the 


MQceedings  in  the  case  of  the  said  vessel,  had  be* 
fore  the  court  of  vice-admiralty  at  the  said  island, 
it  appears  that  the  said  court  took  cognizance  of 
the  case,  and  awarded  one-half  of  the  gross  amount 
of  the  sales  of  the  brig  and  her  cargo  to  be  paid 
to  the  recaptpTs,  and  the  other  half,  after  deciuct- 

jAg  costs  and  expanses,  to  be  restored  to  the  o>ynets«  I  »„„»  w»*iw«  «c^lia!>  w  uc  «u^»^««.» -.j^ 

7!mt  this  vate  of  salvage  appears  to  have  been  I  report.    The  laws  of  Ae  Vp^  Sl»«»^****^ 


adopted  from  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  as 
then  applicable  to  recanturers  of  American  nop- 
arty^,  and  of  such  as  belonjged  to  bdligoent  Pow- 
ers in  amity  with  the  United  States;  bat  it  is  be- 
lieved that  these  laws  had,  according  to  decisioos 
of  our  own  coiuts,  no  reference  to  recaptuiesof 
a^q^i  proper! f .  Tii9t  adoMttiqg,  niuit  has  re- 
ceived the  sanction  of  some  receot  authorities,  that 
in  certain  peculiar  cases  of  dsnger  of  a  neatnu 
being  cpudemned  by  a  belligeceat,  the  reeaptors 
are  entitled  to  a  proportionate  suTsee,  there  is 
much  reason  to  believe  this  is  not  soch  a  case,  as 
the  vessel  was  bound  from  a  neatnl  to  a  French 
port,  the  ^.bole  df  the  pMperty  bein|  vata^  and, 
According  to  the  ^asoctnee  of  Mr.  Lindcmann,  the 
Governor  of  the  Danish  West  India  islands,  most 
of  the  Danish  vesseb  carried  into  Goadaioape,for 
a  year  before  this  capture,  were  released,  and  some 
of  them  with  dama^.  That  the  courts  of  the 
United  States  have,  in  cases  much  more  stronslr 
marked  hj  ciiseumtenBes  iadkatiiv-^  danger  ma 
neutral  being  conaeinned,  allowed  much  smaller 
rates  of  salvage. 

"That  thelaws  of  the  United  Slate  required 
Tesseb  captured  under  their  aoftoritytohehnnel^ 
within  thev  jorisdtctioB ;  and  it  is  eoaeelTed  that 
it  was  Iha  diatir  af  the  Amecican  offifieiSjinthis 
eaaty  to  repel  Uie.attenpt  of  the  hwoi  jvdica- 
lauy  to  lake  eogBizaace».mBch  las  q^  thef  to 
have  diroetly  .nhmittad  their-  reca^twB  toits  deo- 
sioQy  wkaoh,  as  it  ccnUL  not  be  tensed  arKCtil^ 
in  ioaae  ctfenos,  by  die  tribqnab  of  their  on 
oonntrytiBightleimJo  inralre  itkcteiivon  us 
lewpoBiibiiity  6om  others. 

H.That,  according  to  the  repewntaliflaoi  me 

ayent  fcr  the  ewBfcs  of  the  Danish  iaKi,si  «« 
sum  of  $44,500,.  the  valae  of  the  rcasclf  freight, 
and  ocrga,  cksM  nmainfld,  after  atiil^  the 
deorae  for  aalmpe  JChd  ezpenses,  no  nore  tm 

^' That,  aa  the  policy  and  intnest  af  the  United 
atatea.lead  th8m,iaa  special  manafr,  to  ie^| 
and  frompte  the  ngku  cad  fiaeilitiai  oi  o^**^ 
oommaice;  as  the  aeatciiGe  iathis  c*^^f^ 
mitted,  if  not  procured,  by  officers  of  die  unitai 
State6,.to  he  made  ia.a  foreign,  and  therefore  inh 
proper  tribunal ;  as  tlhere  reoiains  no  doupt  p 
that  a  court  of  the  United  States,  nronouncwg 
thereon,  would  either  have  rejected  the  claim  wr 
aalTageakogethar,  or  neduced  ii  to  ^  iBort<»^' 
erate  scale,  as  the  declared  basis  of  die  sentence; 
as  the  law  ^  Ae  United  StaloB  eras  iaappUcaUe 
to  Ae  case  5  and  as  it  is  understood  that  a  remeay 
is  now  iiaattainable,  in  the  ordinary  judiotl  cojjse, 
it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  State  mh 
under  alL  the  circumstances,  the  case  ought  to  oe 
referred  to  the  just  provisions  of  Congress  tpssff^ 

"All  which  is  reppectfully  submitted. 

"JAMES  MADI30^. 

"  DB?AaTM£NT  QF  Stats,  jR6.  22, 1803. 


The  examination  of  the  subject  by  the  cemnj* 
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tiiat  tke  French  vessels  of  which  it  authorized  the 
capture  shoald  be  brooght  into  the  ports  of  the 
Unilcd  States  for  eondemnatioD.  Tiiey  prorided 
for  the  rcstontion  of  American  poperty  which 
might  he  recaptured  frpn  a  French  captor,  upon 
a  Mlvage  to  be  determined  either  upon  the  mutual 
affreemeat  of  .»the  parties,  or^by  a  decree  of  a  couct 
of  the  United  States,  and  ther  do  not  seem  to  hare 

SroTided  at  all  for  the  case  or  the  capture  from  the 
'rench  of  property  belonging  to  a  third  natbn. 
The  puoocedingB  ia  the  court  of  yioe  admiralty  in 
St  OhristophcS's,  by  which  so  large  an  allowaace 
of  salvage  and  costs  was  made  as  to  absorb  a  very 
great  pnqiqrtion  of  the  amount  for  which  the  ves- 
m1  and  cai^o  were  sold,  were  submitted,  in  1800.  to 
three  of  the  most  distinguished  lawyers  of  tnis 
eountiy,  who  eooclnded,  from  the  papers  laid  be* 
fore  thai,  that  the  sentence  of  the  court  was  in 
eoascquettce  of  proceedings  exhibited  on  the  part 
of  theowDen  or  the  vessel  and  cargo,  and  not  on 
the  part  of  the  reoaplois.  In  this  o|^inion,  (which 
the  committee  have  subjoined  to  their  report,)  it  is 
suggested  to  be  unadvisable  for  the  Danish  Consul 
to  apply  either  to  the  Gbvemment  of  the  United 
States  for  indemnity,  or  to  institute  any  sait  in  the 
courts  of  justice  here  against  the  captors. 

This  daim  of  indemnity  against  the  Gk>yem- 
ment  ia^  indeed,  of  an  unusual  character.  It  is  al- 
leged that  a  foreign  court,  in  a  case  to  vrhich  an 
American  officer  was  a  party,  awarded  an  unjust 
sentence,  and  thai  the  costs  of  this  legal  proceednne 
were  ezeesmve.  The  claimants  have  abstained 
from  the  natural  remedy  for  correetiAg  the  errors 
of  an  inferior  court,  which  the  justice  of  civiliaed 
nations  provides,  by  constituting  tribunals  of  appeal. 
They  abstain,  too,  in  conformity  with  sound  legal 
advioe,  (mm  pipsecuiing  any  iegal  remedy  in  our 
own  oomU  against  the  officers  of  whose  misoon- 
doct  they  comphm,  nnd  thev  chogee  to  prefer  their 
claims  toindtnnnity.  against  the  Oovernment  which, 
as  they  say,  did; not  authorize,  and  whooe  laws, 
indeed,  according  lo.  their  conilniction,  forbade  the 
prooeeding. 

This  claim  bMsereial  linies  been  recommended 
to  the  attention  of  Congress  by  the  BUecutire. 
Committees  have  made  rqiorts  in  its  favor,  and  a 
bill  toprovide  for  it  passed  the  House  of  B^reseat- 
atives,  Jiiniiary,  1804)  by  a  majority  of  one  hun- 
dred aind  eigbt  to  fiAeen  membeis. 

The  eoquaittee  reoommend  to  the  House  the 
following  Deaolution : 

Et9oh$d,  That  it  is  not  expedient  (o  make  pro* 
viaion  to  indemnify  the  OBroers  of  the  Danish  brig- 
aotineHcniiQhandjher  oaigofor  theii^iuryallQ^ 
to  hAve  resulted  from  the  sentence  of  a  British 
eouTt,  of  iBice-ndmimlty  in  the  island  of  St,  Chris- 
toph^. 

A. 
Copy  of  a  pgpet  Jfkd  in  the  NavyDi^p^rtrnf^jpuarpcffi' 
img  U>'be  a  copy  of  an  opmon  givtn  hy  E^mrd 
TuffluwR^  Wuliom  Ltmsj  and  Peter  S.  mpotceau. 

On  tbe  Mse  of  the  Danisih  brig  Heorick,  takoi 
by  a  Fre&cn  JP.rivate^r  from  Oi^akni^,  on  her 
^Qf^ge  from  Hieimtmrgh  to  Cape  Fram^,  rqiaken 
by  ti^  UwM  9^^  brig  Pickering,  »ft9r  being 


more  than  ninety-six  hours  in  the  power  of  the 
French,  carried  into  St.  Christopher^  and  there 
libelled  by  Peter  Scheelt,  master  of  the  said  Dan- 
ish briff,  on  behalf  of  the  owners,  underwriters^ 
and  others  concerned,  in  the  court  of  vice-admi- 
ralty, who  ordered  the  said  brig  Henrick  and  her 
cargo  to  be  sold,  and  adjudged  one  moiety  of  the 
gross  proceeds  to  the  recapiors,  for  salvage;  as  far 
as  we  are  able  to  judge  from  the  papers  laid  beHoiEe 
us,  which  do  not  contain  the  whole  of  the  record, 
it  appears  to  us  that  the  sentence  of  tl^e  judge  of 
admual^y  was  in  conseouence  of  proceedings  ex- 
hibited on  the  part  of  me  owners  of.  and  otheii 
concerned  in  the  vessel  and  cargo,  and  not  on  the 
part  of  the  recaptors ;  which  proceedings^it  is  rea* 
sonaUe  to  conclude,  were  for  restitutkin.  Under 
these  circumstances,  we  do  not  think  it  advisable 
for  the  Danish  Consul  either  to  a^iply  to  the  Qov- 
emn&ent  of  the  United  States  for  indemnity  or 
recompen;se  for  the  great  loss  sustained,. or  to  in- 
stitute any  process  in  the  courts  of  Justine  here 
against  the  captain  of  the  Pickering. 

It  must,  we  think,  be  left  to  the  iUscretion  of  the 
owners,  underwriters,  and  others  who  may  happen 
to  be  interested,  whetner  they  will  or  will  not  pios- 
ecute  an  appeal  to  the  courts  in  Kngland. 

BDWARD  TILGHMAN, 
WILLIAM  LEWIS, 
PETBR  S.  DUPQNCEAU. 
Fnnp,^9y,  81,  laoo.  ^ 

B. 

Copy  of  a  ktterAom  Cvmmodqfre  Tinffey.the  oomma/nd- 
erofihe  Vn/Ued  States  e^iuadron.in  Ae  West  Lutiss 
at  Ofe  time  the  Danish  brig  was  reeaptwred. 

Navy  Yaho,  WAaniMOToif, 

January  19,  1820. 

Sib:  In  p)u;suanee  to  your  directions,  I  have 
endeavored  to  call  to  my  remembmnce  as  many  of 
the  Cic|s  ^  came  to  mv  Icnowledge  relative  to  the 
fseaptun  of  the  D«mish  hri^tine  Henrick  from 
the  French,  by  ^e  United  Stales  brig  Pickerii 
Captain  H^ler,  in  the  wqath  of  October,  \7\ 
during  the  period  of  my  having  the  coinmand  oj 
our  West  India  squM^cm*  Captain  Hiiler,  in  the 
brig  Piciiering,  pursuant  to  orders  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  tbe  Navy,  having  joined  my  command, 
received  my  orders  relative  to  what  part  of  the  sta- 
tion he  should  cruise  in,  so  as  to  have  the  squadron 
distributed  in  such  a  manner  as  should  be  most  ef- 
fectual in  protecting  our  defenceless  commerce, 
and  annoying,  the  enemy ;  when,  some  time  in  the 
month  of  October  abore  mentioned,  Captain  Hiiler 
fell  in  with  the  above-mentioned  brig  Henrick,  in 
possession  of  a  prize-master  and  crew  from  a 
French  privateer,  oy  which  she  had  been  captured 
some  short  time  nefore:  he;  of  course,  recaptured 
the  Henrick,  as  it  was  hi|i  duty  to  do,  and  carried 
her  to  the  port  of  Basseterre,  m  the  island  of  6t* 
Christopher,  which  was  the  geneeal  rendeavous  of 
the  squadron.  At  this  time  I  was,  as  my  dutjr 
stticdy  enjoined,  cruising  in  the  United  States  ship 
Qanges,  for  the  purposes  before  mentioned.  On 
my  next  meeting  with  the  Pickering*  some; Jew 
dfiys  afterwards.  Captain  Hiiler  reported  thiaity* 
capturi^  to  so^  merely  as  a  part  of  his  Unnat^tioM^ 
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in  his  general  report  j  but,  in  an  Interview  with 
him  on  board  my  ship,  Tthe  Ganges,)  I  learned 
that  an  adjudication  for  the  salvage  (agreeably  to 
Uie  act  of  Congress)  had  been  given  at  St.  Chris- 
topher's, at  the  instance  of  the  captain  or  agent  of 
the  Henrick,  or  of  a  compromise  with  said  captain 
or  agent — ^my  memory,  at  this  distant  period,  does 
not  enable  me  to  say  which.  Thus,  the  whole 
transaction  had  commenced  and  terminated  with- 
out my  having  any  view  or  knowledge  thereof 
until  it  had  passed. 

From  the  celerity  with  which  the  business  was 
conducted  at  St.  Cfhristopher's,  I  cannot  entertain 
a  doubt  that  the  adjudication  or  compromise  was 
effected  with  the  assent,  or,  as  more  probable,  at 
the  instigation  of  the  captain  or  agent  for  the  Hen- 
rick ;  for  Captain  HiUer  was  too  correct  an  officer 
(scrupulously  so  in  regard  to  his  duty)  to  have 
6f  himsdf  commenced  on  any  decisive  measures 
against  the  recaptured  vessel,  until  I  should  have 
arrived,  (as  commander-in-chief  of  the  squadron,) 
to  have  decided  on  the  most  proper  mode  of  pro- 
cedure, in  conformity  with*  my  mstructions  from 
our  Government. 

Had  the  captain  or  agent  of  the  brig  Henrick 
awaited  my  arrival  at  St.  Christopher's,  he  could 
readily,  on  a  proper  representation  of  his  case,  have 
been  convoyed  to  either  of  the  Danish  islands  to 
leeward,  as  the  time  allotted  for  the  cruise  of  the 
Ganges  in  those  seas  had  expired;  Commodore 
Morris,  with  the  United  States  ship  Adams,  had 
already  arrived  to  rdieve  me,  and  had  brought  my 
instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  re- 
turn home ;  and  it  being  my  duty  to  touch  at  all 
the  neutral  ports  in  my  way,  to  collect  all  our 
homeward-bound  merchantmen,  and  take  them 
under  convoy,  which  duty  I  did  perform;  and, 
consequently,  the  Henrick  could  have  been  pro- 
tected to  eitner  of  the  Danish  islands.  St.  Croix  or 
St.  Thomas;  from  the  latter  of  wnich  I  sailed 
with  a  large  convoy  a  very  few  days  afterwards ; 
for.  on  the  10th  of  November,  I  was  in  the  river 
Delaware,  conformably  with  my  instructions  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  &c. 

THOMAS  TINGBY. 

The  Hon.  S.  Thompson, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


forth  in  these  petitions,  Septimus  Tyler  was  ap- 

Sdnted  an  agent  to  proceed  to  the  Island  of  &t 
omingo,  for  the  purpose  of  claiming  the  indem- 
nity which  appears  to  be  justly  due  to  the  peti- 
tioners for  property  so  unjustlv  taken  from  them. 
He  according  proceeded  thither,  but  was  denied 
access  to  the  Government  of  ChrisCophe  upon  the 
alleged  ground  of  informality  in  the  style  of  his 
powers.  Mr.  Tyler  did  not  live  to  return  to  the 
United  States. 

In  the  Spring  of  the  year  1818,  a  second  attempt 
was  made  to  send  an  agent  to  make  the  demand, 
and  authority  was  given  to  present  himself  in  a 
manner  which  there  was  reason  to  expect  would 
have  discarded  every  question  of  form.  The  re- 
sult, however,  was  a  refusal  again  to  receive  him. 
A  formal  recognition  of  the  kinsdom  of  Hayti  not 
being  deemed  expedient,  no  fnruer  meaaoies  have 
been  found  practicable  on  the  part  of  the  Execu- 
tive in  the  case;  those  sugge^ed  by  the  memo- 
rialists being  within  the  exclusive  authority  of  the 
Legislature. 

JOHN  Q.  ADAMS. 
Depabtment  of  State, 

WaOmsiimi,  Maarck  20, 1820. 


GOVERNMENT  OF  8T.  DOMINGO. 

[Communicated  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the 
HooM  of  Representatives,  March  27,  1830.] 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom,  bv  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives  ol  the  7th  of 
'February  last,  the  petitions  of  Samuel  Q.  Perkins 
and  others,  merchants  of  Massachusetts,  and  of 
William  Patterson  and  others,  merchants  of  Bal- 
timore, were  referred,  has  the  honor  of  submitting 
to  the  House  the  following  report : 

In  the  month  of  January,  1817,  in  consequence 
of  a  memorial  to  the  President  of  the  United  States 
from  sundry  persons  interested  in  the  claims  set 


To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  Hmut  of  •Kifprc 
oiioeM  of  the  United  State*  of  America  in  Comgreea 
auemoled: 

The  petition  of  Samuel  G.  Perkin&Ezra  Davis, 
Ebenezer  Francis,  Jonathan  Low,  6enj.  Smith, 
and  others,  whose  names  are  undeisigned,  mer- 
chants dwelling  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts, and  citizens  of  the  United  States,  respect- 
fully represents : 

That  they  and  those  whom  they  represent,  and 
others,  were,  in  the  year  of  our  Lorddghlaen  iiiia- 
dred  and  ten,  engaged  in  a  lawful  oommeree  with 
the  ports  and  places  in  the  Island  <^  St.  Dominfgo 
under  the  dominion  of  Henry  Christopbei  that, 
during  that  year,  they  shipped  a  large  amount  or 
property  to  Cape  Henry  and  Gonaives,  in  the  ex- 
pectation of  procuring  return  cargoes  of  the  pro- 
duce of  the  island,  but,  owing  to  the  scarcity  of 
crops  that  season,  it  was  impracticable  to  pocare 
return  cargoes  immediately ;  and,  by  the  then  ex- 
isting laws  of  that  Government,  they  were  pro- 
hibited from  reshipping  the  cargoes  they  had  land- 
ed there,  or  from  bringing  away  specie ;  that  some 
of  the  persons  having  the  charge  of  the  cargoes 
thus  situated  sold  the  same  on  a  credit,  to  be  paid 
for  in  produce  at  the  opening  of  the  ensuing  sea- 
son, and  directly  returned  home  with  their  ves- 
seb  in  ballast,  while  other  persons  thus  situated 
preferred  to  wait  for  their  cargoes;  that,  daring 
this  period  of  delaj,Christophe,  perceiving  a  large 
amount  of  American  property  within  his  grasp, 
and  tempted  by  the  prospect  of  great  plunder,  un- 
der pretence  or  having  an  unsati^ed  claim  against 
certain  merchants  in  Baltimore!  in  the  month  of 
October  of  the  same  year,  forcibly  detained  all  fbe 
American  vessels  then  in  his  ports,  someof  wMch 
had  been  brought  in  by  his  cruisers,  and  airested 
their  officers  and  crews,  and  held  them  thas  ondcr 
detention  until  the  month  of  January  feUowing ; 
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and  on  the  third  day  of  the  said  month  of  Janu- 
ary, passed  a  decree,  (a  copy  whereof  accompanies 
this  petition,  and  which  he  immediately  caused  to 
he  executed,)  by  which  he  seized  and  confiscated 
to  his  own  use  property  belonging  to  your  peti- 
tioners and  other  citizens  of  the  United  States,  of 
the  value,  by  his  estimate,  of  one  hundred  and 
thirty-two  thousand  dollars  and  upwards — a  de- 
cree so  manifestly  wicked  and  unjust,  that  even 
Christophe,  while  he  endeavors  to  shelter  himself 
nnder  his  supposed  necessity,  acknowledges  it  to 
be  as  much  against  sound  policy  and  good  faith 
in  him  as  it  is  arbitrary  and  contrary  to  the  laws 
of  all  civilized  nations.    And  your  petitioners  fur- 
ther state  that,  after  unavailing  attempts  to  pro- 
cure a  restitution  of  their  property,  or  of  some  part 
thereof,  from  Christophe,  they  applied  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Stales  for  redress,  setting  forth  the 
injuries  they  had  sustained,  and  tne  outrage  com- 
mitted upon  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
itself.    That^  during  the  late  war,  the  application 
of  jour  petitioners  was  but  partly  acted  upon, 
amidst  the  multiplicity  of  ereat  and  important 
business  which  then  occupied  the  attention  of  that 
high  officer  of  the  Government ;  but  that,  on  the 
return  of  peace,  the  President  of  the  United  States,. 
after  investi^tion  of  the  facts,  and  having  satis- 
fied bimfielfof  the  justice  of  the  claims  of  your 
petitioners,  sent  out  to  Cape  Henry  an  agent,  in 
the  name  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and 
in  one  of  the  vessels  of  war  (the  Congress  frigate) 
helonging  to  the  United  States,  to  demand  resti- 
tution in  behalf  of  your  petitioners,  and  other  suf- 
ferers hy  the  same  outrage^  which  said  a^ent 
failed  to  accomplish  the  object  of  his  mission. 
That  the  President  of  the  United  States,  not  un- 
xnindfttl  of  the  ereat  injuries  sustained  by  your  pe- 
titioners, and  01  the  outrage  committed  against  the 
Grovernment  of  the  United  States,  hut  neverthe- 
less desirous  of  preserving  peaceable  dispositions 
towards  Christophe,  sent  out  to  Cape  Henry  ano- 
ther agent  of  the  United  States,  once  more  to  de- 
mand of  Christophe  to  make  compensation  to  the 
sufferers  under  his  decree  aforesaid.    That  said 
agent  was  unable  to  procure  any  satisfaction  from 
the  said  Christophe,  and  returned  conclusively  to 
establish  the  fact  that  all  demands  upon  Chnsto- 
plie  to  do  justice  to  your  injured  petitioners  will 
continue  to  prove  unavailing,  unless  such  demands 
are  enforced  oy  the  strong  arm  of  the  Government. 
And  your  petitioners  would  further  respectfully 
state  that  they  have  been  credibly  informed  that 
the  commanders  of  the  ships  of  war  of  the  United 
States  since  their  visits  to  Cape  Henry,  are  clearly 
of  opinion  that  a  blockade  of  that  port  by  a  single 
frigate  even,  or  a  demand  of  restitution  accom- 
panied hj  a  power  to  enforce  such  demand,  would 
oe  attended  with  the  success  so  much  desired  by 
your  petitioners,  and  so  much  an  object  heretofore 
-with  the  head  of  onr  Government.  In  considering 
this  case,  your  petitioners  would  respectfully  sug- 
gest that  no  questions  of  doubtful  rig! its  present 
themselves  for  discussion  or  compromise,  nor  do 
they  perceive  such  points  of  policy  or  expediency 
to  arise  as  will  sufier  the  Government  to  acquiesce 
and  submit  to  so  great  injuries  committed  upon 


its  faithful  citizens.  Relying  on  the  energy  of 
our  Government  and  the  wisdom  of  its  councils,  it 
cannot  be  necessary  to  urge  the  importance  of  pro- 
tectinjr  the  rights  and  interests  of  every  class  of 
men  m  the  community,  and  especially  in  times 
like  the  present,  against  every  outrage  committed 
by  any  Power,  civilized,  piratical,  or  barbarous ; 
and  your  petitioners,  submitting  the  remedy  for 
their  wrongs,  and  the  mode  in  which  it  is  to  be 
pursued^  to  your  wisdom,  humbly  request  your  aid, 
and,  as  m  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray. 

SAM'L  G.  PERKINS,  and  others. 
By  their  attorney,  HENRY  RICE. 


CLAIMS  AGAINST  RUSSIA. 


[Commoiiicmtcd  to  the  SeoaU,  April  18, 18S0L] 
Dbpabtmbnt  op  Statb,  April  17, 1620. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom,  by  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  Senate  of  the  13th  instant,  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Bllphalet  Loud,  and  others,  to  con* 
sider  and  report  thereon,  has  the  honor  of  reporting: 

That  the  facts  relative  to  the  representations 
made  on  the  part  of  this  Government  to  that  of 
Russia,  by  the  petitioners,  are  correctly  stated  by 
them ;  and  that,  since  the  7th  day  of  July,  1818, 
the  latest  date  mentioned  by  them,  another  memo- 
rial has  been  addressed  by  the  Minister  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  at  St.  Petersburg  to  the  Minister  of 
Foreign  Afiairs,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  sub- 
mitted. It  does  not  appear,  by  any  of  the  des- 
patches from  Mr.  Campbell  since  received,  that 
any  answer  to  this  memorial  has  been  returned. 

JOHN  Q.  ADAMS. 


Mr.  Cam^pbeUf  Ewooy  Eztwaordinary  and  MkdsUr 
PkiMpkeMa/ry  ftvm  the  United  States  to  Russia^  to 
Count  Nessdrodey  Minister  of  Forei^  Affairs  at 
St.  PetersbHfff. 

St.  Petbbsbdbg,  June  6, 1819. 

The  undersigned,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  has  tne  honor  to  inform  his  excellency 
Count  de  Nesseirode,  Secretary  of  State,  that  he 
has  it  in  special  charge  from  his  Government  to 
invite  the  attention  of  the  Government  of  His  Im- 
perial Majesty  to  two  cases  of  individual  claims 
thereon  by  citizens  of  the  United  States,  of  long 
standing. 

Of  these,  one  is  that  of  the  brigantine  Hector, 
belonging  to  Israel  Thomdike,  of  Boston,  com- 
manded by  Captain  Luke  Thomdike,  which  was 
captured  by  His  Imperial  Maje^tty's  frigate  Venus, 
carried  to  the  island  of  Tenedos,  and  there  con- 
demned with  her  cargo  as  lawful  prize,  in  June, 
1807,  by  sentence  of  a  committee  of  prizes  assem- 
bled on  board  His  Imperial  Majesty's  ship  of  war 
the  Iverday ;  the  other,  that  of  the  ship  Commerce, 
belonging  to  the  Weymouth  Importing  Company, 
in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  commanded  by 
Captain  Joseph  Penel,  which  was  taken  by  a  pri- 
vateer under  the  flag  of  this  Empire,  carried  mto 
Corfu,  and  there  condemned,  with  ner  cargo,  as 
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bwCtil  prize,  in ,  ^^i  ^f  ^  decree  of  the 

committee  ot  prizes  of  that  islaad. 

These  vessels,  with  their  carsoes,  belongiog  to 
citizeD9  of  the  United  States  of  high  respectabili- 
ty, who  were  not  only  conscious  m  the  purify  of 
tAeir  own  motives  in  the  instructions  given  re8|iect- 
ing  their  voyages,  but  also  convinced,  from  the 
most  satisfactory  evidence,  that  in  conducting  those 
voyages  no  violation  whatever  of  the  laws  and 
uaiges  of  nfl^tions  had  been  committed,  they  ap- 
plied to  their  Qoyernment,  soUcitinff  its  aid  m 
making  their  ca^^  known  to  ihat  of  !)is  Imperial 
MiU[esty;  fedinjg^  entire  confidence,  that  to  procure 
the  reversal  ot  those  condemnatory  decrees,  and 
obtain  that  restitution  to  which  they  conceive  them- 
sdves  entitled,  it  was  onlj  necessary  to  have  the 
circumstances  under  which  those  captures  and 
condemnations  took  place,  so  laid  before  the  view 
of  His  Imperial  Majesty  that  the  merits  and  jus- 
tice of  their  claims  mignt  iaidy  appear.  For  this 
purpose,  full  statements  of  those  cases  were  laid 
before  tne  Imperial  Government  in  October,  1809, 
by  Mr.  Levett  Harris,  then  Consul  General  of  the 
United  States  at  St.  Jpetersburg,  with  amjJe  testi- 
iaaony  to  prove,  it  is  conceived,  the  injustice  find 
irreguliarity  of  the  captures,  as  well  as  of  the  con- 
demnations consequent  thereon  j  aiul,  at  the  same 
time,  a  due  claim  fo|r  indemnity  was  made  in  be^ 
half  of  the  respective  claimants  (or  the  heavy  los^cf 
Aey  had  sustamed. 

On  reviewing  these  statements,  and  the  evidence 
accompanying  the  ^me^  they  appear  eo  ample^ 
and  to  support  so  conclusively  the  justice  of  those 
claims,  tlwt  the  unde&sij^ned  Iqrbears  entering  into 
new  detaik  oh  the  subject^  and  satisQes  h^oAclf, 
for  the  present,  by  r^erring  his  excellency  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  those  documents  already  in 
possession  of  .the  Imperial  Government. 

He  would  not,  however,  fulfil  his  duty  conforma- 
bly to  the  instructions  of  his  Qoremment,  if  he 
did  not  brin^  to  the  reeoUection  a(  his  excellency 
on  this  occasion  the  length  of  time  that  has  elapsed 
since  the  appeals  in  those  cases  were  brought  be- 
fore the  Imperial  Goverm^ent,  being  nearly  ten 
years,  during  v^hich  the  repeat^  applicatiooa  in 
{avor  of  the  claims,  in  the  name  of  their  Govern- 
ment, have  b^en  allowed  to  remain  unanswered, 
and  without  procuring  for  them  either  that  indem- 
nity to  which  they  cpnceiye  themvelvies  «o  justly 
en)totlcd^  or  a  kooVWga  o£  thegroun^a  upon  which 
it  has  hitherto  been  cQiwidered  proper  to  withhold 
it;  and  he  is  satisfied  his  excellency  will  duly  ap- 
prflcli^  the  motiyes  by  which  he  is  acti^teA  m 
urgmg  the  revi^on  fmd  Q^^l  d^te^Qinaition  of 
tho^e  cases  with  that  zeal  end  eerueytness  which 
their  pbyious  justice,  as  well  i|s  the  hardsh^  ne- 
necessaxily  resulting  from  priv^^Uons  so  i^ong  con- 
tiiuMd,  appear  to  hj[in  imperiously  to  demand. 

With  the  expression  of  the  nigh  and  perfect 
confidence  reposed  in  the  jus^ce,  equity,  and  im- 
paiTtiality  of  the  decisions  the  tribunals  of  liis  Im- 
jieal  Majesty  in  the  last  resort  ^haU  pronounce,  the 
undesigned  has  the  honor  to  renew  to  his  excel- 
Ifjncy  the  Secretary  of  Suite  t)ie  asaui^n<^o^  ^ 
high  nt^d  very  disbinguistiQd  consideration. 

a  w.  CAMPQB144. 


SWEDEN— HfPraUfXTY. 

[Commonieated  to  the  Seoste,  April  91,  IttW.] 

Tb  the  Senate  of  the  IkiUed  SttUet  .- 

I  lay  before  the  Senate,  in  pursuance  of  their 
resolution  of  the  2l8t  of  last  month,  the  accom- 
panying report  and  documents  from  the  Depart- 
ment of  State. 

JAMBS  MONROJS. 

WAflBUfOTQif,  April  28, 1830. 


DSPARTMEMT  OF  StaTE,  .^tU  17,  18S0. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  a  resolution  of 
the  Senate  of  the  25th  of  March  haa  been  referred, 
requesting  the  President  to  lay  before  that  House 
copies  of  the  correspondence  between  theMinisten 
or  other  agents  of  the  United  States,  and  the  Min- 
isters or  Government  of  Sweden,  relative  to  the 
seizures,  iKquestratioii,  or  confiscation  of  the  ship 
or  other  property  of  citizens  of  the  United  States^ 
under  the  authority  of  Sweden,  has  the  honor  re- 
spectfully to  submit  to  the  President  the  copies  of 
toe  papers  demed  by  that  resolution. 

JOflN  Q.  ADAMS. 


Again. aX  StocfMm, 

Stockholm,  Sqai.  S,  1816. 

The  undersigned,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  has  the  honor  to 
acquaint  bis  excellency  the  Count  d'Eagestrom, 
Minister  of  S^te  and  of  Forei^  Affairs,  that  the 
instructions  which  he  has  received  make  it  bis  in- 
dispensable duty  to  call  the  serious  attention  of  his 
excellency  to  the  claims  of  Amarican  citizens  for 
indemnity  for  their  proper^  sequestered,  confis- 
cated, and  sold  at  Stralsund,  a  few  years  since,  by 
the  order,  i|nd  ibr  the  account  of  the  Bwediah  Ciov- 
ernment 

It  is  believed  that  to  present,  withoiit.cei^nMnt, 
a  simple  statement  of  the  facts  belonging  to  ibis 
transaction,  such  as  they  ajmear  to  have  ^enfrom 
the  documents  left  by  Mr.  Speyer  with  the  Amer- 
ican legation,  will  be  qnite  snfficiant  to  inaxiiilBst 
the  indubitable  justice  of  the^  claims,  and  to  jpte- 
vail  on  His  Swedish  Majesty's  Qovenupaeot  to 
provide  for  their  immediate  liquidation* 

The  Swedish  Government  ceprasentod  iilsdlf  to 
have  been  compelled  by  the  French  Govorpmtnt 
to  seqvester,  in  the  month  of  June,  1810,  the  Amti^ 
ican  property  at  Stralsund ;  afid  ^rwns^s  repeal- 
edly  expceis^  its  solicitude  to  obtain  fhn  tenniai- 
tion  of  that  sequestration,  for  the  avomd  pnipeee 
of  restoring  the  property  which  it  affectp^  to  the 
rightful  owners. 

The  sequestrntion  wasy  iu  fact,  niand  with  ihe 
consent  oi  the  French  Government,  abooi  Ihe  be- 
ginning of  August,  1811,  and  the  DTo^erty  la  whick 
it  attacfied  (lac«a  at  the  ^le  Uis|po4^Qn  qf  B» 
Swedish  Maieaty. 

Immediately  after  it  thus  came  withia  Ui$Mmr 
jestyfs  eJ^clMHve  cont^,  it  wns|  notmtlMiMM V 
^all  the  afoiir»nce«  prnyiopsly  gfivea,  unAM^ch^ 
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of  the  Atneriean  owners,  confiscated  and  sold  bv 
the  order^  and  for  the  sole  account  of  the  Swedisn 
Government. 

Since  that  time  until  the  present  day  no  indem- 
nity whatever,  although  frequently  promised,  has 
ever  been  made  by  the  Swedbh  Qovernment  to 
the  injoared  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

Such,  according  to  the  archives  of  the  Amer^ 
can  legation,  appear  to  be  the  simple  facts  belong- 
iflg  to  this  transaction,  and  witn  regard  to  the 
nature  and  consequences  of  which  it  is  believed 
there  can  exist  no  diversity  of  opinion.  These 
facts  alone  would  have  been  amply  sufficient  to 
have  secured  the  success  of  the  American  claims, 
had  not  the  Justice  of  these  claims  been  already 
repes^lv  acknowledged  by  the  Swedish  Govern- 
ment itself. 

During  the  original  secjuestration  by  the  Swed- 
ish Government,  at  the  instance,  as  is  stated,  of 
that  of  France,  the  Baron  de  Wet^erstedt,  who 
was  then  charged  with  the  afiairs  of  Pomerania, 
assured  Mr.  Speyer  that  the  participation  of  Swe- 
den in  that  proceeding  was  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
tection, and  not  of  confiscation ;  tnat  more  than 
thirty  despatches  had  been  transmitted  to  Paris  in 
order  to  obtain  the  release  of  the  sequestered  ^p- 
erty,  or  the  permission  to  sell  that  property,  either 
on  Swedish  account,  of  the  joint  account  of  Swe- 
den and  France;  assuring  Mr.  Speyer,  at  the  same 
time,  that,  in  case  such  release  or  permission  were 
obtamed,  a  just  proportion  of  the  property,  or  its 
poceeds,  siiould  be  restored  to  the  rigntful  Amer- 
ican owners. 

Even  after  the  confiscation  and  sale  of  the  prop- 
erty, the  Swedish  Government,  on  its  part,  never 
urged  any  right  in  justification  of  the  proceeding, 
nor  even  the  pretext  of  foreign  coercion  for  its  pal- 
liation. The  only  question  which  appears  to  have 
been  agitated  at  that  time  related  not  to  the  jus- 
tice, but  to  the  practicability  of  the  indemnification. 
There  was  no  controversy  as  to  the  principle;  and 
even  a  proposition  to  give  it  efiect,  by  the  delivery 
of  iron  cannon,  was  suggested  by  uie  Baron  de 
Wetterttedt 

The  doctnne  that  the  property  of  tlie  citizens  of 
a  friemtty  BtttCe,  lawfully  imported  into  an  ultra- 
marine provinoe  of  Sweden,  was  not  entitled  to 
the  same  protection  from  the  Swedish  Govern- 
ment as  when  imported  into  Sweden  itself,  (which, 
it  aeems,  his  ezoeUmey  the  Coont  d'Bngestrom 
once  pentutted  himseu  to  intimate^]f  it  u  not  ne- 
cessary here  to  examine  The  question  now  pre- 
sented is  not  whether  the  Swedish  Government 
was  boand,  in  good  fhith,  to  protect  the  American 
property  at  Sirafamnd  against  Ae  violence  and 
injuries  of  foreign  nations,  bat  whether  it  was  not 
bound  to  r^rain,  itself,  from  voluntarily  confiscat- 
ing that  property,  and  converting  it  to  its  own  use, 
withoat  the  form  of  a  trial,  or  even  the  pretext  of 
foreign  compnlsion. 

The  note  which  his  excellency  the  Count 
d'Eogestitmi  addressed  to  Mr.  Speyer,  on  the  22d 
of  May,  1613,  land  which  appears  to  be  the  last 
eommameation  made  on  &e  subject,  states  that 
the  seqoesMa^on  took  place  upon  thetiettiand  of 


die  French  Government,  and  in  conformity  to  the 
Treaty  of  Paris ;  but  his  excellency  does  not  pre- 
tend toat  the  final  confiscation  of  this  property, 
and  die  appropriation  of  its  proceeds,  were  at  the 
dictation  or  for  the  benefit  of  that  Government. 
Snch  a  pretext,  indeed,  would  have  been  inconsis- 
tent witn  the  previous  declaration  of  his  exe^ 
lency  himself;  for,  on  the  12th  of  August,  1811, 
he  informed  Mr.  Speyer,  as  appears  from  Mr. 
Speyer's  note  to  his  excellency  oi  the  14th  of  that 
month,  that  "the  sequestered  property  at  Stral* 
sond  was  then  at  the  sole  disposal  of  Iits  Swedish 
Majesty."  It  is  not  of  the  original  act  of  seques- 
tration, whatever  mi^t  have  been  its  origin,  or 
however  unjust  and  injurious  its  operation,  tnat 
the  undersigned  now  specially  complains ;  but  it 
is  for  the  final  and  voluntary  confiscation  and  sale 
of  die  property  by  the  Government  of  Sweden,  for 
its  own  account,  that  he  is  instructed  to  demand 
an  indemnity.  In  the  note  above  referred  ta  his 
ercdlency  does  not  even  insinuate  a  doubt  of  the 
lustice  of^  such  a  demand ;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
he  implicidy^  admits  it  when  he  states  that  his 
Swedish  Majesty  had  hoped  to  have  been  able  to 
indemnify  the  American  citizens  from  the  reve- 
nues of  his  Gkrman  provinces.  In  thus  speaking 
of  indemnity,  the  relative  injury  is  certainly  ac- 
knowledged ;  why  the  funds  for  this  indemnity 
riiould  have  been  excluMvely  sought  for  in  tm 
revenues  of  the  German  provinces,  it  is  difficult 
to'determine.  The  American  citizens,  who  trusted 
their  property  in  a  port  of  Swedish  Pomerania. 
ha^a  Ml  reliance  not  on  the  local  authorities  ana 
resources  only,  but  on  the  universal  good  faith  and 
entire  power  of  the  Swedish  Government  for  Ju^ 
tice  and  protection.  The  impossibility,  therefore, 
which  his  excellency  sus^ests,  on  account  of  the 
then  recent  invasion  of  Pomerania  by  the  Firench, 
to  accord  any  indemnity  whatever,  appears  to  have 
been  founded  on  a  supposition  erroneous  and  in- 
admissiUe.  It  still  proves,  however,  that,  even  at 
that  time,  it  was  the  ability  and  not  die  obli^tion 
to  accord  the  indemnity  wnich  was  wanting  m  the 
view  of  die  Swedish  Government 

What  inforence  his  excellency  wished  should  be 
drawn  from  the  fact  which  he  stated,  that  even 
Swedish  sui)jects  had  suffered,  widiout  indemnity, 
a  participation  in  the  etils  of  the  act  of  sequestra- 
tion, has  not  been  discotered.  It  is  not  believed 
that  his  excellency  intended  to  say  that  die  sbver^ 
eign  of  a  country  has  the  right  to  treat  alien 
friends,  vi^o  are  transitorily  within  his  jurisdic- 
tion, for  the  purpose  of  trade,  in  the  same  manner 
he  might  think  proper  to  treat  his  own  subjects — 
to  levy  on  them  the  same  taxes^  and  to  suln^t 
them  to  the  same  requisitions.  Were  such  a  doc- 
trine to  prevail,  there  would  be  an  end  to  all  inter- 
national commerce.  Whatever  die  soverei^  of 
a  State  may  deem  fit  to  do,  widiin  his  own  juris- 
diction, in  relation  to  those  whot  are  within  his 
allegiance,  cannot,  indeed,  be  found  to  be  wrong 
by  any  other  Gbvemment;  but  there  certainly 
cannot  be  dedoced  from  this  principle  a  ri|g;ht  to 
extend  oppressive  measures  to  the  citizens  ofother 
independent  States,  nor  can  these  citizens  be  sup- 
posed to  find  any  alleviation  cf  their  soflbings  in 
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the  mere  knowledge  of  the  fact  that  they  do  not 
suffer  alone. 

If,  contrary  to  all  reason  and  usage,  it  could  be 
admitted  that  the  revenues  and  resources  of  Po- 
rn erania  were  alone  to  be  regarded  as  responsible 
to  the  American  claimanUi  for  the  property  there 
confiscated  by  Sweden,  and  the  invasion  by  the 
French  destroyed,  at  that  time,  those  means  of 
making  indemnity,  yet  that  invasion  was  of  brief 
duration,  and  that  province  has  since  become  an 
ample  source  of  wealth  and  empire  to  the  Swedish 
Government,  in  having  not  only  furnished  an 
equivalent  at  the  Treaty  of  Kiel  for  the  acquisi- 
tion of  Norway,  but,  subsequently,  a  sufficient 
consideration  for  three  millions  and  a  half  of  dol- 
lars received  from  Prussia.  It  is,  indeed,  to  be 
regretted  that,  while  the  Government  of  Sweden 
applied  much  of  these  funds  to  objects  in  no  way 
connected  with  Pomerania.  it  should  have  totally 
neglected  all  satisfaction  ot  the  American  clairos, 
which  it  had  before  affected  to  consider  as  the 
special  debt  of  that  province. 

The  circumstance  that  the  duties  had  been  paid 
on  the  merchandise  previous  to  its  confiscation, 
and  never  returned,  not  dnly  proves  the  lawful- 
ness of  the  importation,  but  sin£[ularly  aggravates 
the  injury  inflicted  on  the  American  projirietors. 

From  this  view  of  the  subject,  it  is  oelieved  that 
His  Swedish  Majesty's  Government  will  no  longer 
hesitate  to  afford  that  indemnity  which  the  admit- 
ted justice  of  the  case  demands,  and  which  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  confidently  ex- 
pects from  the  known  integrity  and  good  faith 
of  His  Majesty.  The  inability  of  the  Swedish 
Government,  at  any  moment,  to  provide  this  in- 
demnity, cannot  be  admitted ;  and,  after  its  recent 
success  and  aggrandizement,  it  would  be  offensive 
to  suggest  the  possibility  of  such  a  pretext  being 
again  urged  on  its  part 

The  value  of  the  property,  at  the  current  price, 
when  it  was  first  sequestered,  and  which  would 
furnish  the  just  rale  to  measure  the  indemnity,  is 
not  precisely  known  to  the  undersigned.  It  was, 
however,  considerably  greater  than  that  at  which 
this  property  was  afterwards  either  estimated  or  sold. 

This  property  was  estimated,  when  it  came  to 
the  free  disposal  of  the  Swedish  Giovernment,  at 
one  hundred  and  ninety- two  thousand  rix  dollars, 
Pomeranian  currency ;  and  was  actually*  sold  to  a 
single  merchant  for  one  hundred  and  fifty-one 
thousand  dollars  of  the  same  money. 

According  to  an  estimate  communicated  by  Mr. 
3peyer  to  the  Baron  de  Wetterstedt  on  the  5th  of 
October,  18U,  the  first  cost  of  the  property  in  the 
United  States  was  one  hundred  and  ten  thousand 
Spanish  dollars. 

In  whatever  way,  therefore,  this  property  be 
valued,  the  amount  is  too  small  to  embarrass  the 
Swedish  Government  for  an  instant  in  providing 
the  requisite  funds  for  the  indemnification  of  the 
American  claimants.  Small,  however,  as  this 
amoiint  may  be,  and  little  as  it  is  calculated  to 
justify  a  refusal  of  indemnity  under  the  pretext  of 
inability,  it  has  unfortunately  been  found  sufficient 
seriously  to  injure  the  American  owners,  and  to 
reduce  some  of  them  to  insolvency  and  ruin. 


The  undersigned  bdieves  it  unnecessary  to  say 
more;  and  he  confidently  trusts  that  what  he  his 
said  will  not  have  been  in  vain.  He  trusts  that, 
while  the  relations  of  the  two  countries  are  placed 
on  so  liberal  a  basis  with  respect  to  the  future,  the 
prof^pect  they  open  may  not  be  overshadowed  by 
any  disagreeable  recollection  of  the  past,  whico 
might  perplex  either  party  with  doubts  of  the  jus- 
tice and  good  faith  or  the  other. 

The  undersigned  prays  his  excellency  the  Count 
d'Engestrom  to  accept  the  assurances  of  his  high- 
est consideration. 

JONATHAN  RUSSELL. 


The  Coma  cPEnffotrom  to  Mr.  Ru8$dL 

Stockholm,  Sept.  6, 1816. 

The  undersigned,  Minister  of  State  and  of  For- 
eign Affairs,  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  the  note  addressed  to  him  b^  Mr.  Rus> 
sell,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States, 
claiming  an  indemnity  for  certain  property  seques- 
tered, confiscated,  and  sold  some  years  back  at 
Strabund,  by  order  and  for  the  account  of  the 
Swedish  Government. 

Before  giving  a  positive  answer  to  that  note,  the 
undersigned  considers  it  indbpensaUy^  neceBsary 
to  apply  to  the  former  De^rtment  of  the  A&iis 
of  romerania  for  the  required  information  on  the 
subject  in  question.  He  will  not  faih  on  receiv- 
ing it,  to  lay  the  affair  before  the  King,  and  to 
communicate  immediately  His  Majesty's  answer 
to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  either 
through  Mr.  De  Kantzow,  or  by  addressing  it  di- 
rectly  to  Mr.  Russdl. 

The  undersigned  seizes  this  occasion  to  renew 
to  Mr.  Russell  the  assurances  of  his  most  dis- 
tinguished consideration. 

COUNT  D'ENGESTROM. 


Mr.  Russell  to  the  Secretary  o/StaU, 

Stockholm,  OeL  16, 18ia 

Sib  :  Before  making  any  further  communica- 
tion in  relation  to  the  Stralsund  claims,  I  beiicYed 
it  to  be  proper  to  prefwre  the  Swedish  Minister  for 
its  reception.  I  availed  myself  accordin^y  for 
this  purpose  of  the  interview  which  I  obtamed  on 
the  3d  instant. 

Count  d'Engestrom,  as  usual,  approached  the 
suhieet  with  much  repugnance,  and  was  evideiitly 
embarrassed  in  finding  an  apology  fra^  his  eztraor^ 
dtnary  silence  in  relation  to  it    He  did  remind 
me,  indeed,  that  the  business  was  not  wiginally  of 
his  department,  but  appeared  to  be  aware  that  this 
circumstance  could  no  longer  account  for  his  per- 
severance in  avoiding  all  discussion.    He  there- 
fore abandoned  this  ground,  confessed  himseif  in 
fault,  and  assured  me  of  his  prompt  attention  to 
any  communication  which  I  might  now  think  ex- 
pedient to  make  on  the  subject.    With  regard  to 
the  merits  of  the  claims,  ne  observed  that  the 
Swedish  Government  had  much  to  say  in  its  de- 
fence, but  he  acknowledged  that  he  found  great 
difficulty  in  getting  over  a  sort  of  proDBe  that 
had  been  given  to  accord  an  indemnity. 
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In  reflecting  on  this  conversation,  I  conceived  it 
might  be  uaelol  stiJl  to  make  one  effort  more^  be- 
fore I  took  leare  of  the  subject,  hj  communicating 
the  declaration  which  you  had  prescribed  to  me  in 
your  last  instructions.  The  expressions  of  the 
King,  at  the  time  I  presented  my  credentials,  were, 
as  1  have  already  informed  you,  more  precise 
against  the  justice  of  the  claims  than  any  I  had 
before  heard  from  him ;  and  I  had  reason  to  believe 
that  Count  d'fingestrom  had  been  instructed  to 
take,  in  the  conversation  which  I  have  mentioned 
above,  that  ground.  To  prevent,  if  possible,  such 
a  course,  I  believed  it  might  be  useful  to  anticipate 
the  contemplated  movement,  and  to  interpret  the 
silence  in  respect  to  our  claims  into  a  recognition 
of  their  justice,  and  to  profit  of  the  confession  of 
Count  d'Engestrom,  "  tnat  there  had  been  a  sort 
of  promise  of  indemnity.''  In  this  view,  a  strong 
and  rather  spirited  note  appeared  to  me  alone  caf 
culated  to  have  the  desired  effect.  I  therefore,  on 
the  5th  instant,  presented  to  the  Count  d'Boges- 
trom  a  note,  of  which  the  enclosed  (A)  is  a  copy. 

I  did  not  near  any  thine  in  reply  from  the  Count 
until  the  13th  instant,  when  I  received  frmn  him 
a  note  inyiting  me  to  repair  to  the  Foreign  Office 
on  the  day  foUowing. 

When  I  waited  on  him,  on  the  14th,  agreeably 
to  his  appointmenL  he  began  the  conversation  by 
observing  that  he  bad  not  yet  been  able  to  obtain 
a  d^uiitive  decision  on  my  propositions  reUtire  to 
commerce,  although  he  was  in  daily  expectation 
of  being  anthorizra  to  communicate  to  me  such  a 
decision.  He  then  stated  that  he  had  been  com- 
manded to  invite  me  to  dine  with  the  King  the 
next  day,  as  His  Majesty  desired  to  converse  with 
me  concerning  the  Stralsund  claims ;  but  he  added, 
with  evident  embarrassment  and  much  hesitation, 
'^I  dare  not  present  your  note  to  His  Majesty,  and 
I  hope  you  do  not  wish  to  quarrel  with  us."  I 
could  not  but  be  surprised  at  his  alarm,  and  I  as- 
sured him  that  if  mv  note  had  been  well  trans- 
lated he  could  have  found  nothing  in  it  of  a  hos- 
tile character ;  on  the  contrary,  it  had  been  dic- 
tated by  the  most  unqualified  confidence  in  the 
justice  and  friendship  of  his  sovereign.    He  re- 

ioined,  that  it  had  caused  him  great  afflictioD,  and 
te  hoped  that  I  would  not  insist  on  his  communi- 
cating that  note  to  the  King,  as  it  would  be  the 
most  disagreeable  act  that  he  had  ever  performed 
du  ring  the  long  period  that  he  had  been  in  office.  He 
entreated  me  to  allow  him  to  return  it,  and  to  con- 
sent to  address  to  him  another,  which  should  sim- 
ply remind  him  of  my  previous  communications, 
wnicbj  he  remarked,  had  been  quite  strone  enough, 
and  he  engaged  that  such  a  note  shouM  hare  a 
full  and  early  answer.  I  replied  that,  as  the  note 
already  delivered  appeared  entirely  ntted  to  the 
occasion,  I  could  not  consent  to  withdraw  it.  nor 
abandon  the  ground  that  had  been  taken.    If  he 

B contrary  to  what  had  been  intended  or  ex- 
any  thing  harsh  in  that  note,  still  it  might 
for  him  to  retain  it,  as  a  memorial  of  the 
feelings  that  had  been  excited  by  the  conduct  of 
the  Swedish  Government  Willmg,  however,  to 
place  him  at  his  ease,  I  consented  to  write  another 
note,  in  the  manner  he  had  requested.    He  ac- 


ceded to  these  proposals,  and  agreed  to  keep  the 
note  which  had  occasioned  so  much  inquietude. 
On  my  part  I  addressed  to  him,  on  the  same  day, 
another  note,  of  which  the  enclosed  (B)  is  a  copy. 

It  has  appeared  necessary  to  trouble  you  with 
these  detaib,  in  order  to  explain  to  you  the  suc- 
cessive delivery  of  two  notes,  so  different  in  char- 
acter, in  so  short  an  interval  of  time. 

My  views  in  writing  the  first,  and  the  circum- 
stances under  which  the  second  was  delivered, 
have  been  already  stated :  but  I  cannot  forbear  to 
acquaint  vou  witn  the  real  reasons  for  my  proceed- 
ings in  relation  to  the  latter. 

It  was  not  from  any  deference  to  the  sensibili- 
ties of  Count  d'Engestrom,  or  to  those  of  the 
King,  (however  reluctant  I  might  be  unnecessarily 
to  wound  them.)  that  induced  me  to  acquiesce  in 
the  wishes  which  the  Minister  had  expressed  to  be 
saved  from  the  painful  necessity  of  acting  on  my 
note  of  the  5th  instant  Notwithstanding  his  dec- 
larations, I  was  fiiUy  persuaded  that  the  contents 
of  that  note  had  actually  been  communicated  to 
the  Kin^.  This  persuasion  was  induced,  not  only 
by  the  time  which  had  elapsed  (a  period  of  seven 
days)  between  the  receipt  of  that  note  by  Count 
d'Engestrom,  and  hu  discovery  that  he  dared  not 
deliver  it  to  the  King,  but  by  the  invitation  for  me 
to  dine  with  the  King  the  next  day,  in  order  to 
converse  concerning  these  claims ;  for  this  invita- 
tion most  have  resiuted  from  a  knowledge  of  that 
note.  From  this  fact  I  was  reluctantly  obliged  to 
infer  that  my  note  had  failed  in  its  main  object, 
that  of  obtaining  indemnity  without  further  dis- 
cussion. I  was  now  reduced  to  the  alternative  of 
either  delivering  a  new  note,  and  listening  to  a 
tardy  attempt  at  justification,  or  of  running  the 
risk,  by  pressing  that  already  delivered,  of  fur- 
nishing a  pretext  for  an  abrupt  termination  of  all 
discussion^  and  perhaps  for  a  catmyrical  rejection 
of  the  claims.  The  mterest  of  the  claimants  ap- 
peared to  recommend  the  former  course,  and  I 
accordingly  adopted  it  And  this  I  did  the  more 
willingly  as  the  stimulus  already  given  had  pro- 
duced aU  the  excitement  of  a  favorable  tendency 
that  could  be  expected  from  it,  and  it  seemed  pru- 
dent to  administer  a  palliative  in  order  to  prevent 
consequences  more  violent  tnan  had  originally 
been  contemplated. 

Agreeably  to  the  invitation  above  mentioned, 
I  dined  yesterday  with  the  Eling  at  his  country 
palace  ot  Rosendala.  Immediately  after  dinner, 
ne  desired  me  and  Count  d'Engestrom  to  accom- 
pany him  into  his  private  apartments.  He  there 
at  once  introduced  the  subject  of  the  claims,  and 
expressed  a  regret  that  all  the  circumstances  con- 
nected with  that  transaction  had  not  hitherto  been 
communicated  to  the  American  Government.  He 
observed  that  these  circumstances,  he  believed, 
would  palliate,  if  not  justify,  the  cmiduct  of  Swe- 
den in  that  transaction,  and  that  they  should  be 
immediately  addrased  to  me.  He  then  gave  di- 
rections to  Count  d'Engestrom,  in  conformity 
with  this  declaration,  and,  in  doing  so,  he  alluded 
to  an  order  of  the  French  Government,  desig- 
natittg  the  objects  to  which  the  proceeds  of  the 
I  Amenean  property  were  to  beapplied.    Headded 
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that  he  was  still  disposed  to  do  all  he  could  for  the 
relief  of  the  American  sufferers;  but  that,  as  he 
had  nothing  excepting  nlilitary  stores  at  bis  dis^ 
posal  for  that  object,  he  could  furnish  this  relief 
in  articles  of  that  description  only.    I  simply  re- 

Elied  that  we  cotild  not  have  exited  that  new 
lets  would  hav^e  been  brought  forward  at  thi^ 
late  day,  after  the  earnest  manner  in  which  we 
had  so  long  urged  these  claims;  and  that  I«ould 
hardly  believe — I  mi^tsay  hope — ^that  these  facts 
were  of  a  nature  to  justify  the  Bwedish  Govern- 
ment, and  exempt  it  from  all  responsibility.  I 
was,  however,  entirely  disposed  to  give  to  these 
fkcts,  wliatever  they  might  be^  a  candid  consid- 
eration. 

I  am  now  waiting,  with  much  soiitcitade,  for 
thfe  communication  which  has  been  promised,  and, 
tmtil  it  be  received^  I  must  refrain  from  grving 
an  opinion  in  relation  to  the  final  issue  of  this 
busine^ 

Afler  what  I  have  written  above,  I  ought  tb 
add,  that  the  manner  of  the  King,  always  gra- 
cious, wa$  peculiarly  so  on  this  occalftion ;  and,  so 
fiir  from  his  betraying  any  signs  of  displeasare  at 
any  thing  I  had  done,  he  was  unudualiy  prodigiid 
of  his  prof^ions  of  friendship  for  the  American 
Gbv^tnment  and  people,  and  of  his  attentions  to 
dieir  Mitlister.  There  were  several  other  tonics 
introduced  into  this  conversation,  which,  as  tney 
have  no  relation  to  the  subject  of  this  ktt^,  I 
shall  re^erv«  for  another  communication. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dtc., 

JONATHAN  RUS^BLL. 

A. 

Jt^.  AueseHto  Cowni  (PEngesttom. 

STOOKSOliM,  OoL  6, 1616. 

The  uiideiaigiked,  Minister  PlenipotentiMry  of 
the  Unilttd'  States  of  Afoerica,  has  the  honor  to 
acquaint  his  exedlehiey  the  Count  d'Btfg^stiom, 
Minister  of  State  and  of  Foreign  Affiiin,  that  it 
iv  not  without  snrnrne  and  pain  that  the  Ameri- 
can QoYe^nment  has  learned  that  all  the  n^ire- 
aentations  which  have  hitherto  been  madeioth^ 
Qovemoleirt  of  Sweden  conoeming  itt-roltiaMty 
aaismre  and  sale  of  th^bbna  fide  property  of  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  at  Stial$and,  in  1811, 
hare  not  only  remaineid  withont  dfeet  in  ob&in- 
ing  a  just  iddemnity,  but  have  not  i>hrea  bei»i  no- 
tioed  with  the  eommon  courtesy  of  ati  answaiv 

Rdnetan^,  indnod,  minld  me  Qvveniiiie^t  of 
tbe  United  Stater  be  persuaded  that  this  ut^(V8- 
doiii  silence  was  intended  to  add  indignity  to 
injnstiee.  The  ehai^cter  of  both  Qot^nMeais^ 
forbids  such  a  eohstruction ;  fbr  it  is  believed  that) 
tiiey  are  both  equally  incafiable  of  cffecmg  or  suf-- 
ferinj;  an  injury  of  this  description. 

It  IS  now  more  than  two  yean  since  the  under- 
signed had  the  honor  to  .present  to  his  eicelleney, 
on  the  3d  of  September,  1816,  the  ftiets  on  wyeh 
ihe  American  claims  are  founded.  If  the  inter- 
ference of  a  private  agent  of  the  AmeHcan  claim- 
nats  furnished  good  cause  for  silspending  all  com- 
munication between  the  two  Gtovemmants  on-tlie 
snbject,  yet,  when  that  interteenee  had  terminitnd 


without  efl^ct,  (and  it  did  so  lerminAie  more  ^n 
a  year  since,  as  ajmeso^  by  a  iMt^  of  that  agent 
to  the  Baron  de  Wetterstedt^  of  the  3d  of  Octo- 
ber, 1817,)  Uie  fitness  of  sach  oomaninicatSon  be- 
tween die  two  Governments  was  necessarily  re- 
stored. It  was  in  this  oonvi^ion  Ihat  the  under- 
signed addre^ed  a  note  to  his  etedJency  on  the 
16th  of  February  last,  referring  to  chat  above  men- 
tioned, of  the  3d  ci  Sepieniter,  1616,  and  a^ain 
urging  an  early  attention  to  the  Atnericain  claims. 
It  was  not  antil  the  2fT^  of  April  that  the  tudei^ 
siffned  was  favored  with  even  an  acknowledgment 
of  the  bare  receipt  of  this  note  of  the  nteeeding 
Februaty,  ahd  since  that  time  he  has  not  heard  far- 
ther fftMn  his  exeeUency  in  resp^t  so  tiiese  daims. 
The  only  infbrence  consistent  with  fhit  friendW 
and  honorable  fedings  of  both  Goventincnts,  whicA 
it  is  now  permitted  to  draw  fW>m  this  persevcriar 
though  tadt  refusal  on  the  nairt  of  tiie  Swedtal 
Goveniinent  to  enter  into  all  disooasioii  of  the 
merits  cf[  the  question,  is,  diat  the  evident  and  fie^ 
qnentiv  atltnbWledgea  justice  of  the  cteiras  has 
not  only  left  little  room  fbr  snch  a  discnssiott,  bat 
has,  added  td  the  repeated  dttdSortttioiw  and  ovei^ 
tttres  of  the  SWedhdi  Government,  ^evented,  wiA 
that  Gh)vernroent,  to  recognise  tne  obligatSHi  of 
SRMi^  tiUrn  an  imjMtd  promise  to  accord  satisfiLctory 
indemnity.  It  is,  therefore,^roin  aeofiUeneeia 
the  good  fhlth  aswell  asia  the  jnstieeef  BbSwe* 
dish  Majesty'ii  Government  thkt  sotli  an  inference 
is  drawn,  and  that  the  nndersigtied  feels  not  only 
authorised,  but  reloiced  to  be  al^CK,  un^et  the  in- 
snrtictions  which  n<e  has  iust  received,  to  abstain 
firom  entering  (brther  at  tnis  time  into  a  disttrce- 
able  discuBBibn  of  tight,  and  to  oemtne  htmsof  to 
desiring  his^xcdktfov  to  state^  with  predskm,  tlw 
utmost  amotmt  whion  His  Majem  aaf ,  in  his 
generosity  and-  commiseMtion  of  Ik  indrr iduals 
immediately  concerned,  as  w^U  as  in  his  regard 
for  edoily,  and  hiscoasidefation  atid  Mendhbin  for 
the  Goveftmsent  of  the  United  SCiM,  ban^iiMr 
to  accord  fdr  the  relief  and  ind«ttudty  of  the  tstf- 
feters,  and  ^e  mode  in  which  it  may  beiiriipoaed 
to  famish  that  amoaiit. 


Th^  undersigned  takes  leave  to 
lency  that  to  the  value  of  the  merchimdbiB  should 
be  added  the  amount  of  the  dnties  winch  were 
paid  by  the  pronrietorsj  and  the  aceamolaM  in- 
terest m  more  than  seven  years,  in  otdnrto  ctmsd- 
tiite  an  adequate  indemnity. 

Theptxre  and  Ibfty  pHnciples^lilkidktteiAineri- 
can  Qovemm^nt  never  ceases  to  cherisb  and  to 
practise  in  its  intercourse  with  all  natidn^  and  die 
confident  expectation  which  it  entertains  that  the 
monarch  who  has  been  elevated  to  the  throne  by 
his  virtues  will  be  distinguished  for  the  ihonl  dig- 
nity of  his  reign,  forbid  all  distrust  or  ajiptehen- 
sion  that  the  revest  which  the  onde^igned  has 
now  stated  to  his  excellency  will  not  be  answered 
by  a  prompt  and  satisfkcnny  conipKance. 

The  undersized  avails  himselr  of  this  oceasioo 
to  renew  to  his  excellency  the  assorantee  of  Mb 
highest  considerttdon. 

JONATHAN  RUSSSLL. 

CotTNT  D'BNOBetROll. 
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B. 

Mr,  RundL  to  Count  d?E7igestr(m, 

Stockholm,  Octdber  14, 1818. 

The  ubdersigned,  MiDister  Plenipoteiitiary  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  has  the  honor  to 
acquaint  his  excellency  the  Count  d'Engestrom, 
Minister  of  State  and  of  Foreign  Affairs,  that  the 
instructions  which  he  has  received  make  it  his  duty 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  Swedish  Government 
once  more  to  the  claims  of  American  citizens  for 
indemnity  for  their  property  sequestered  at  Stral- 
sund,  in  the  vear  1810,  and  there  sold  the  year  fol- 
lowing, by  the  order  and  for  the  sole  account  of  His 
Swedish  Majesty's  Government. 

From  a  confidence  in  the  justice  and  liberality 
of  his  Majesty,  the  undersigned  forbears  at  this 
time  from  acting  on  his  instructions  in  their  full 

Siritand  extent,  and  confines  himself  to  requesting 
is  Excellency  to  cause  this  matter  to  be  taken 
into  immediate  consideration,  and  to  obtain  thereon 
an  early^  and  equitable  decision. 

The  undersigned  trusts  that  the  representations 
which  he  has  already  made  on  this  suoject,  partic- 
ularly in  his  note  of  the  3d  of  September,  1816, 
hitherto  unanswered,  render  it  now  unnecessary  for 
him  to  enter  into  a  further  discussion. 

The  undersigned  seizes  this  occasion  to  renew 
to  hb  excellency  the  assurance  of  his  highest 
consideration. 

JONA.  RUSSELL. 


Mr,  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Florence,  Finrmry  22, 1819. 

Sir:  I  have. the  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you, 
enclosed,  a  note  received  at  Berlin,  from  the  Count 
d'Engestrom,  in  reply  to  that  which  I  had  addressed 
to  him,  on  the  14th  of  October  last,  in  relation  to 
the  Stralsond  claims.  This  reply  was  not  only 
unsatisfiictory,  but  it  was  entirely  at  variance  witn 
the  spirit  of  the  verbal  assurances  which  had  been 
made  to  me.  To  have  left  it  without  a  comment 
would,  I  believe,  have  given  it  a  weight  to  which 
it  was  not  entitled,  and  might  have  b^n  construed 
into  an  admission,  on  my  part,  that  the  facts  and 
arguments  which  it  contained  were  incontroverti- 
ble  and  unanswerable.  To  prevent  such  a  con- 
struction, and  to  fulfil  your  last  instructions,  which  I 
had  hitherto  deferred  oommunicatinff,  in  hopes  that 
an  equitable  decision  of  the  Swedish  Government 
might  have  rendered  my  so  doing  unnecessary,  I 
addressed  Co  Count  d'Enffestrom,  from  Vienna,  a 
note^  ^i  which  you  wiU  abo  find  a  copy  enclosed. 
I  Yko^  that  the  reasons  here  stated,  ana  the  pecu- 
liarity of  my  situation,  may  rescue  the  course 
which  I  have  pursued  from  censure. 

To  avoid  repetition,  I  referred  the  Swedish  Min- 
ister generally  to  my  note  of  the  6th  of  September, 
1816.  In  that  note  he  wUl  find  that  he  himself 
informed  Mr.  Speyer  that  the  American  merchan- 
dise was,  on  the  12th  of  August,  1811,  at  the  sole 
dispositioa  of  the  Swedish  Government. 

This  Ssk  the  first  opportunity  that  I  have  had  of 
conunittiieating  with  the  United  States  since  I  left 
Vienna^  which,  I  trust,  will  satisfactorily  account 

16th  Com.  1st  Ssaa.— .72 


for  my  not  havine  sooner  transmitted  to  you  the 
enclosed  papers.    1  have  the  honor  to  be,  ^. 

JONA.  RUSSELL. 


dmd  d^EngtHrom  to  Mr,  Russell, 

Stockholm,  Octdber  27, 1818. 

The  undersigned,  Minister  of  State  and  of  For- 
eign Afiairs,  has  laid  before  the  Rbg  his  august 
sovereign,  the  note  which  Mr.  Russell,  Minuter 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
did  him  the  honor  to  address  to  him,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  renewing  his  claim  in  behalf  of  certain 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  of  indemnity  for 
losses  sustained  by  them  in  Swedish  Pomerania, 
by  the  confiscation  of  certain  vessels  and  cargoes, 
their  property. 

The  undersigned  thinks  it  unnecessary  to  reca- 
pitulate the  details  of  an  afiair,  all  the  material 
circumstances  of  which  are  already  known  to  Mr. 
RusseU.  It  occurred  at  an  unfortunate  period, 
when  a  despotic  sway^  embracing  all  parts  of  the 
fflob^  exercised  its  disastrous  influence  alike  on 
friends  and  foes;  and  when  France,  the  ally  of 
America,  was  equally  regardless  of  her  interest  as 
those  of  other  Powers. 

It  is  an  undisputed  fact  that  the  American  vee- 
sels  in  question  entered  the  ports  of  Pomerania 
whilst  that  province  was  still  under  the  domini<m 
of  Sweden ;  but  scarcely  was  the  French  Govern- 
ment informed  of  it,  when  it  cave  orders  to  its 
agent  in  Pomerania  to  demand  the  seizure  and  con- 
fiscation of  these  vessels  to  the  benefit  of  France.; 
alleging,  in  justification  of  this  violent  pretension, 
the  system  called  corUinental^  under  which  France 
then  cloaked  her  projects  of  progressive  encroach- 
ment, menacing  all  Europe,  but  which  had,  not- 
withstanding, been  admitted  by  it,  and  was  ac- 
ceded to  by  all  the  European  Powers  at  peace  with 
the  Ffencn  Empire.  The  imposing  force  at  that 
time  kept  up  by  France  in  those  countries  left  no 
alternative  to  the  Swedish  Government,  which 
was  reluctantly  compelled  to  acquiesce  in  her  de- 
mands. The  steps  then  taken  by  Sweden  with 
the  French  Government,  to  obtain  a  transftr  to 
her  of  the  property  thus  confiscated,  were  prompt- 
ed by  a  desire  to  restore  it  to  the  lawful  owners : 
but  tbey  proved  ineffectual,  France  having  agreiki 
to  the  transfer  on  certain  conditions  only,  expressly 
stij^ulatin^  that  the  proceeds  of  these  cargoes  shoiM 
be  immediately  employed  in  placing  Pomerania  in 
a  state  of  defence  against  the  English  naval  foroe, 
which  then  threatened  all  the  shores  of  the  Baltic* 

To  this  object,  wholly  foreign  to  the  particular 
interests  of  Sweden,  they  were  applied ;  and  tlje 
Swedish  Government  was  thereby  disappointed  in 
its  hopes  of  procuring  the  restitution  to  tne  Ameri- 
can citizens,  the  original  owners  of  the  ships  and 
cargoes  now  under  consideration.  But,  as  an  in- 
contestable proof  of  its  sincere  desire  to  alleviate 
their  losses  as  far  as  depended  on  it,  an  inquiry 
was  instituted  in  concert  with  Mr.  Eckie,  agent 
for  the  claimants ;  and  the  proposals  then  made  to 
him  for  the  attainment  of  the  object  just  alluded 
to^  with  hjs  rejection  of  them,  are  well  known  to 
Mr.  Russell. 
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It  was  cause  of  regret  to  the  Swedish  Qov- 
ernment  that  the  course  suggested  hy  it  was  not 
adopted,  as  it  seemed  to  be  the  only  one  adapted 
to  meet  the  views  of  Mr.  Eckie.  His  Majesty 
feels  assured,  however,  of  the  disposition  of  the 
United  States  to  do  justice  to  the  desire  mani- 
fested by  His  Majesty  on  this,  as  on  every  other 
occasion,  of  doing  every  thing  possible  to  evrace  his 
high  esteem  for  a  Power  with  which  it  is  his  con- 
stant wish  to  maintain  the  most  amicable  relations. 

In  pursuance  of  these  sentiments,  the  under- 
signed has  received  the  King's  commands  to  renew 
'  to  'Mr.  Russell  the  assurance,  which  His  Majesty 
>bas  already  given  to  him  in  person,  of  the  satis- 
'  Action  witn  which  he  would  discover  any  practi- 
cable mode  of  alleviating  the  losses  sustained  by 
the  American  citizens  alluded  to,  through  the  con- 
fiscation of  their  property  in  Pomerania  in  1811. 
His  Majesty  has  a  particular  satisfaction  in  recol- 
lecting that,  about  the  same  period,  the  Swedish 
C^overnment  restored  to  the  citizens  of  the  United 
'States  thirty-t^ee  vessels,  with  valuable  cargoes, 
Ihen  under  detention  in  Sweden^  in  consequence 
df  a  formal  requisition  of  the  mission  <^  France  at 
Stockholm.  His  Majesty  availed  himself,  on  that 
occasion,  of  the  force  under  the  control  of  nis  Gov- 
ernment in  Sweden ;  but  he  saw,  with  deep  concern, 
Ihe  impossibility  of  taking  corresponding  measures 
in  his  Pomeranian  territories^  they  being,  besides, 
as  welt  in  virtue  of  their  particular  compacts  with 
Prance,  as  by  the  presence  of  the  French  armies, 
completely  under  the  iitfluence  of  the  continental 

Sstem,  to  which  Prussia,  Denmark,  and  the  other 
ovemments  on  the  shores  of  the  Baltic,  had  de- 
clared their  adherence. 

The  undersigned,  in  conformity  to  these  orders 
of  the  King,  his  auffust  sovereign,  avails  himself, 
with  pleasure,  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  Mr. 
-Russell  the  assurance  of  his  high  consideration. 

COUNT  D'ENGESTROM. 


Mr.  Rvmll  to  ike  CkmiU  d^Engutrom, 

YiBNiTA,  Deember  12, 18ia 

The  undersigned.  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the 
tJnited  States  of  America,  has  the  honor  to  ac- 
knowledge the  receipt  of  the  note  which  his  ex- 
eelleney  the  Count  d'Engestrom,  Minister  of  State 
and  of  Foreign  Afihirs.  addressed  to  him  at  Berlin, 
v^der  dtttei6f  the  27th  October  last.  His  exoel- 
'lehoy  will  not  be  surprised  to  learn  that  the  under- 
aigned  has  been  able  to  discover  nothing  in  that 
note-calculated  to  discharge  the  Swedish  Govern- 
ment from  its  obl^ation  of  providing  an  adequate 
indemnity  to  the  citizens  ol  the  United  States  for 
the  coiifiication  of  their  merchandise,  in  1811,  at 
Btralsund,  then  under  the  dominion  of  Sweden. 

The  undersigned  had  confidently  expected,  from 
the  conversations  with  which  he  had  so  recently 
been  honored  by  His  Majesty  the  King,  and  by  his 
excdlency  the  Count  d'Engestrom,  that,  whatever 
objections  might  have  been  entertained  to  the  jus- 
tice of  the  American  claims,  they  would,  in  this 
tardy  communication,  have  been  distinctly  and 
definitely  stated,  and  supported  by  documents  of 
an  authentic  and  unimpeachable  character.    His 


Majesty,  at  the  very  last  interview  which  he  ac- 
corded to  the  undersigned,  and  at  which  his  excd- 
lency was  present,  expressly  called  the  attention 
of  his  excdlency  to  a  particular  note  of  the  French 
Minister,  which  he  intimated  to  be  in  point,  and 
which  he  ofi*ered  to  furnish  to  his  exc^ency,  if 
not  already  in  his  department,  for  the  avowed  pur- 
pose of  being  communicated  to  the  undersigned. 
But  even  that  note  has  not  been  so  commuiiicated, 
nor  does  the  despatch  of  his  excdlency  contain  the 
most  remote  allusion  to  it.  From  a  silence  so 
extraordinary,  the  undersigned  Is  compdied  to 
infer  that  the  note  of  the  French  Minister  was 
found,  on  examination,  not  to  be  of  a  nature  to 
justify  or  to  palliate  the  proceedings  of  the  Swedish 
Government.  It  was  not  without  extreme  disap- 
pointment and  regret,  after  having  thus  been  en- 
coura^^  to  expect  an  explanation,  at  least  pre- 
cise, if  not  satisfactory,  that  he  finds  himsdf 
referred  by  his  excellency,  in  a  most  Tague  and 
general  manner,  for  a  viiidication  of  the  conduct 
of  that  Government,  exclusively  to  the  coercive 
measures  of  France  under  the  system  conunonly 
denominated  continental,  without  the  faintest  in- 
timation of  any  specific  provision  of  that  system 
whkh  could  apply  to  thb  case,  or  the  slightest 
proof  of  its  actual  application.  The  undersigned 
feels  not  the  smallest  hesitation  in  dedarin^  bis 
entire  conviction  that  there  was  no  such  pronskm 
and  no  such  application.  It  is  in  vain  that  he 
has  -soQght  in  the  imperial  decree  promulgated  at 
Berlin, Milan,  Rambouillet^  or  elsewhere,  on  which 
that  system  was  founded,  for  the  discovery  of  such 
a  provision ;  and  it  is  not  permitted  him  to  pre- 
sume that  any  Crovemment,  however  subservient 
at  the  time  to  the  views  of  the  Fre&eh  monarch, 
«ould  have  gratuitously  consented  to  extend  the 
evils  of  those  arbitrary  mandates  by  a  eonsfxuctive 
application  ;  and  still  less  is  it  to  be  prasumed  that 
a  pretext,  from  interested  motives,  ocmld  have  been 
souffht  in  that  unrighteous  syestem  to  aaaak  the 
violence,  or  to  sanction  the  injustice,  whidb  it  did 
not  most  explicitly  and  imperiously  impose.  The 
demand  which  his  excdleney  states  to  hare  been 
made  by  the  agent  of  the  Ffench  Govomment  in 
Pomerania  for  the  seizure  and  ooafiscation,  undff 
the  continental  system,of  the^Anacman  merchaa- 
4i8e  for  the  account  of  France,  flMvt  have  been 
too  degrading  and  unjust  to  haveabiaanad  an  un- 
«iialii0i  comptiBnee  on  the  part  ^Sweden-,  and 
•that  it  did  not  obtain  such  a  complianoe  is  ia- 
o0ntFOV«rtible,  fipom  the  notorieos  fact  that  this 
•merohandtse,  although  seized  hif.the  Swedish  an- 
thorities  on  the  10th  of  June,  1610, -was  not  confe- 
«ated,  but  hdd  -in  a  slate  of  saqpiestoation  oal}', 
until  the  French  Minister  at-StodEhohn,  by  his 
note  of  the  12th  of  July,  IBll^  annoanend^  the  con- 
sent of  his  sovereigB  to  the  tarmiaation  of  that 
sequestration,  on  tM  sole  condition^  that  the  colo- 
nial produce  which  it  affected  shoc^  not  be  in- 
troduced into  France,  or  into  ^e  States  of  the 
Confederation  ^f  the  Rhine.  The  eactaordh»iT 
demand  of  the  French  agent  in  PooMrama,  Iboad- 
ed, as  his  excellency  statesjon  the contiaeaia/ sys- 
tem, produced^  therefore,  a  tempovarf  sa^aester 
onlyi  and  furnished  do  pretext  for  the  auhnquent 
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aad  final  confiscation  of  the  merchandise  to  which 
it  applied,  and  no  extenuation  of  its  injustice. 
The  undersiffned  is  not  disposed  now  to  deny  that 
a  demand  of  this  kind  was  m^de,  as  the  note  of 
the  French  Minister  just  mentioned  implies  the 
previous  participation  of  Frauce  in  the  act  of 
sequestration ;  yet,  that  demand  having  never  been 
communicated  to  the  American  Government  in 
the  shape  in  which  it  was  preferred,  as  courtesy,  if 
not  right,  appeared  to  require,  it  ma)[  be  permitted 
to  entertain  some  doubt  in  respect  to  its  precise  im- 
port and  extent,  paxticularJy  as  it  w^s  allowed  to 
nave  but  a  partial  and  transitory  effect.  It  neces- 
sarily follows,  from  the  facts  which  the  under- 
signed ha.s  now  had  the  honor  to  present,  that  the 
continental  system,  or  any  demand  of  the  French 
agent  in  Pomerania,  whatever  influence  they  might 
unduly  have  had  in  causing  the  original  seizure, 
could  have  had  none  in  producing  the  final  sale 
of  the  merchandise,  find  the  appropriation  of  its 
proceeds  bv  the  Government  of  Sweden. 

The  unaersigned  is  far  from  being  disposed  to 
vindicate  the  continental  system,  or  the  acquies- 
cence of  any  nation  in  its  iniquitous  requisitions ; 
but  bis  excellency  appears  to  have  formed  an 
erroneous  estimate  of  the  extent  of  both.  None 
of  the  nations  whose  dominions  border  on  the  Bal- 
tic ever  committed,  in  relation  to  the  United 
States,  nor,  it  is  believed,  in  relation  to  other 
(riendly  nations,  any  act  similar  to  that  for  which 
the  undersigned  has  been  instructed  to  ask  in- 
demnity from  Sweden.  Of  the  conduct  of  Russia 
and  Prussia  during  the  continental  system,  the 
United  States  have  no  caase  to  complain ;  and  if 
Denmark  imposed  a  sequestration,  towards  the 
close  of  the  year  1809,  on  American  vessels  and 
their  cargoes  in  her  ports,  that  sequestration  con- 
tinued for  a  few  months  only,  and  the  American 
property  subjected  to  it  was  restored,  without  ex- 
ception, to  the  lawful  owners.  If  the  United 
Sutes  nave  now  claims  on  Denmark,  it  is  for  the 
lawles!<  depredations  of  her  privateers^  and  the  un- 
just decision  of  her  tribunals,  and  Yiot  for  the  con- 
fiscation, without  the  form  of  a  trial,  of  property 
•acknowledged  to  be  American,  and  fairly  and  res- 
.  ularly  entered  at  her  custom-houses.  Of  all  the 
nations  bordering  on  the  Baltic,  it  was  left  for 
.Sweden  alone  to  r^eive  duties,  and  summarily 
.and  peremptorily  to  confiscate  the  merchandise, 
without  suggesting  a  doubt  of  its  origin  or  owner- 
ahip.  Soch  are  the  facts ;  and  they  save  the  un- 
dersigned from  the  necessity  of  protesting  against 
the  doctrine  that  the  violence  or  iEgi;i3tice  of  one 
Government  can  be  drawn  into  precedent,  and 
cited  as  authority  to  sanction  the  wrongs  of 
another. 

Waiving  at  this  time  all  further  consideration 
of  the  original  act  of  sequestration  at  Stralsund  in 
1810,  whatever  might  t^ve  been  its  source,  or  the 
injuries  which  it  inflicted  on  the  unofiending  and 
confiding  citizens  of  the  United  States,  the  under- 
signed cannot  refrain  from  repeating  distinctly  to 
his  excellency  the  facts  on  which  the  American 
Government  founds  its  claims  for  indemnity  for 
the  ultimate  sale  and  appropriation  of  the  seques- 
tered property  by  the  Qovemment  pf  Sweden. 


The  note  above  mentioned  of  the  Baron  Alqnier, 
the  French  Minister  at  Stockholm,  of  the  12th  of 
Julv,  1811,  left  that  property  at  the  free  di^mos^l 
of  tne  Swedish  Government,  on  the  sole  condition 
alr^dy  stated ;  and  that  Government,  instead  of 
availing  itself  of  the  liberty  thus  accorded  to  ter- 
minate the  sequester,  and  to  restore  the' property 
to  the  American  owners,  profited  by  the  accidental 
possession  acquired  by  tne  sequester  to  sell  that 
property  on  its  own  account. 

Tlie  Swedish  Government,  forgetting  its  pre- 
vious assurances,  and  disregarding  the  incontro- 
vertible rights  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  friendly  relations  which  had  not  ceased  to 
subsist  between  the  two  countries,  advertised  that 
property  for  sale  at  Stralsund  on  the  2d  day  of 
August,  1811,  actually  sold  it  on  the  14th  day  pf 
the  same  month,  and  caused  the  proceeds  thereof 
to  be  paid  into  tne  Swedish  royal  treasury  in  Pom- 
era  nia.    These  facts,  it  is  believed,  will  not  be  con- 
tested, for  they  are  supported  by  documents  of  ac- 
knowledged authenticity.    Between  the  12th  of 
July,  1811,  the  day  on  wbich  this  property  was 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Swedish  Government, 
and  the  2d  day  of  the  following  month,  on  which 
it  was  advertised  for  sale,  there  elapsed  twenty-one 
days  only — a  period  barelv  sufficient  for  deciding 
on  the  royal  order  at  Stockholm,  and  for  its  trans- 
mission to  Stralsund,  and  for  the  preparation  and 
publication  of  the  advertisement.    The  undersigned 
IS  ignorant  of  the  date  of  that  order ;  but,  from  the 
consideration  just  suggested,  it  could  not  well  have 
be^n  issued  at  a  later  day  than  the  20th  of  the  sajqe 
month  of  July,  and  consequently  not  more  th^n 
eight  days  after  the  note  of  the  Baron  Alquier  had 
announced  the  complete  liberation,  on  the  part  of 
France,  of  the  sequestered  property.    Whatever 
miflht  have  been  the  extravagance  and  versatiUtv 
of  die  predominant  despotism  of  the  time,  it  wul 
not  be  presumed  that  the  Government  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  will  volunteer  a  belief  of  a  total  change 
of  policy^  in  so  brief  a  period ;  and  that,  instead  of 
consenting  to  raise  the  sequester,  as  so  forpally 
and  recently  announced,  it  iiad  been  capriciously 
resolved  to  proceed  to  immediate  confiscation,    ^is 
excellencv  must  be  aware  that  the  precise  orders 
received  irom  the  French  Government  during  that 
period  should  be  produced,  and  communicated  to 
the  American  Government,  to  obtain  its  fiiith  in 
the  existence  of  an  inconsbtency  in  its  nature  so 
incredible.    But  neither  his  excellency  nor  any 
other  Swedish  functionary,  has  attempted  to  show 
that  any  such  orders  were  so  received:  and  the 
undersigned  will  now  dare  to  trouble  nis  excd- 
lency  with  proof,  not  merely  presumptive,  that 
th^y  were  not.    A  declaration  ot  the  Swedish  au- 
thorities in  Pomerania  renders  it  certain  that  they 
at  least  acted  in  complete  ignorance  of  such  orders, 
as  well  as  of  all  French  interference  on  the  occa- 
sion, and  in  the  full  conviction  that  the  Swedish 
Government  at  Stockholm  had  the  exclusive  con- 
trol of  the  transaction.    This  declaration  is  con- 
tained in  the  reply  of  those  authorities,  on  the  dth 
of  August,  1811,  to  a  memorial  presented  to  them 
on  the  6th  of  that  month,  by  certain  merchants  of 
Strakund,  on  behalf  of  themselves  and  of  their 
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American  constituents.  This  reply  cleariy  mani- 
fests the  opinion  which  the  Swedish  regency  in 
Pomerania  entertained  of  the  justice  of  the  obiect 
of  the  memorial,  and  of  the  competenc3r  of  their 
sovereign  to  decide  definitively  in  relation  to  it. 
It  is  likewise  evident,  from  their  engagement  to 
place  provisionally  the  proceeds  of  the  merchandise 
claimed  in  the  royal  chamber,  that  they  acted  in- 
dependently of  all  French  interference,  and  that 
there  was  no  agent  of  France  in  their  vicinity 
whom  they  felt  themselves  obliged  to  consult  or 
to  obey  in  this  proceeding. 

The  undersigned  presents  herewith  to  his  excel- 
lency a  copY  of  the  translation,  by  a  sworn  inter- 
preter, of  this  reply,  as  well  as  of  the  memorial  it- 
self, as  they  are  both  in  perfect  accordance  with 
the  statement  of  facts  now  submitted. 

But  the  evidence  which  irresistibly  carries  with 
it  conviction  that  the  royal  orders  issued  at  Stock- 
holm for  the  sale  of  the  sequestered  merchandise 
at  Stralsund  could  not  have  been  in  consequence 
of  any  requisition  of  the  French  Government  re- 
ceived subsequently  to  the  note  above  mentioned 
of  the  Baron  Alquier,  of  the  12th  of  July,  1811,  is 
collected  from  another  note  from  that  Minister, 
addressed  to  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Royal, 
on  the  13th  of  August  of  the  same  year.  In  this 
note,  the  Baron  refers,  with  sufficient  precision, 
to  that  which  he  had  addressed  to  the  Swedish 
Minister  on  the  12th  of  the  preceding  month,  and 
clearly  admits,  by  the  manner  in  which  he  refers 
to  it,  that,  since  that  time,  he  had  neither  received 
from  his  Government,  nor  communicated  to  that 
of  Sweden,  any  instructions  whatever  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  merchandise  which  had  been  seques- 
tered in  Swedish  Pomerania.  The  Royal  order, 
therefore,  which  was  despatched  from  Stockholm 
in  sufficient  season  to  cause  the  advertisement  of 
that  merchandise  at  Stralsund  on  the  2d  day  of 
August,  must  have  been  the  free  and  spontaneous 
act  of  the  Swedish  Cbvernment,  uninfluenced  by 
any  requisition  of  France. 

The  undersigned  dares  to  present  herein  to  his 
excellency  copies  of  the  two  notes  of  the  French 
Minister  already  mentioned,  as  it  is  possible,  from 
the  apparent  unacquaintance  of  his  excellency 
with  tneir  contents,  that  thev  may  not  readily  be 
found  in  the  archives  of  his  Department. 

There  is  one  part  of  the  note  of  the  12th  of 
July  on  which  it  mav  still  be  proper  to  make  a 
few  observations.  The  duties  which  appeared  to 
have  been  sequestered  and  claimed  by  France,  as 
well  as  the  merchandise,  were  here  expressly  al- 
lowed to  be  received  for  the  account  of  the  Swe- 
dish Government,  while,  in  consentinff  to  free  the 
merchandise,  there  is  no  intimation  of  its  ulterior 
appropriation.  The  duties  undoubtedly  belonged 
to  Sweden,  and  merchandise,  at  least  tnat  part  of 
it  of  which  there  is  here  a  question,  to  citizens  of 
the  United  States ;  and  if  the  French  Govern- 
ment had  for  a  time  claimed  both,  it  was  now 
obviously  its  intention  to  abandon  both  to  their 
lawful  owners  respectively.  Common  sense  and 
eommon  usage  can  sanction  no  other  construction ; 
for  the  right  of  Sweden  being  expressly  recog- 
nised to  the  duties  only,  necessarily  implied  a  de- 


nial of  her  riffht  to  the  merchandise,  which  was 
not  so  recognised.  Expreiiio  unuu  est  exduno  oJir 
terms.  On  raising  the  sequester,  the  jparties  con- 
cerned were  to  be  reinstated  in  their  respectife 
rights;  the  Swedish  Grovernment,  therefore,  in  its 
subsequent  conduct  relative  to  merchandise,  ap- 
pears to  have  acted  not  only  without  the  coer- 
cion of  the  French  Emperor,  rat  in  opposition  to 
his  intentions. 

The  note  of  the  12th  of  Jvlj  is  certainly  at 
variance,  both  in  its  tone  and  object,  with  that  of 
the  13th  of  August;  but  whether  this  variance  is 
to  be  ascribed  to  the  temper  and  error  of  the  French 
Minister,  or  to  a  change  in  the  sentiments  and 
policy  01  his  Grovernment,  it  is  not  necessary  for 
the  undersigned  to  inquire ;  it  is  sufficient,  for  the 
justification  of  the  views  which  he  has  now  pre- 
sented, that  my  note  of  the  12th  of  July  was  clear 
and  explicit  in  its  terms,  and  that  it  unequivocally 
j^aced  the  American  merchandise  at  the  sole  and 
unrestricted  disposal  of  Sweden.  Nor  does  it  be- 
long to  him  to  reconcile  the  new  proofs  of  the  con- 
stant friendship  given  by  the  French  Monarch  to 
that  of  Sweden  in  consenting,  on  tl^  12th  of 
July,  to  raise  the  sequester  on  the  colonial  pro- 
duce at  Stl-alsund  with  the  ungracious  demand, 
made  on  the  13th  of  the  following  month,  to 
cause  that  produce  to  be  sold  under  the  inspec- 
tion of  the  French  vice-consul,  and  the  proceeds 
thereof  to  be  deposited  in  the  French  vice-con- 
sular chest.  The  demand,  made  at  Stockholm  on 
on  the  13th  of  August,  could  not  have  had  any 
influence  on  the  sale  of  the  merchandise  which 
took  place  at  Strabund  on  the  very  next  day ;  and 
it  is  certainly  unnecessary  to  intimate  the  impos- 
sibility of  imputing  to  that  demand  the  previous 
order  issued  at  Stockholm,  or  the  advertisement 
published  at  Stralsund,  in  conformity  to  which 
that  sale  was  effected ;  besides,  the  fact  is  notorious 
as  already  stated,  that  the  French  vice-consul  was 
not  allowed  to  interfere,  and  that  the  proceeds  of 
the  merchandise  were  paid,  not  into  the  French 
vice-consular  bhest,  but  into  the  Swedish  royal 
chamber  in  Pomerania. 

Were  any  proofs,  in  addition  to  that  contained 
in  the  reply  to  the  memorial  above  mentioned,  ne- 
cessary to  establish  jthe  entire  independence  of  the 
Swedish  regency  at  Strabund  of  all  French  au- 
thority, and  that  they  acted  solely  on  the  orders  of 
their  own  sovereign,  this  proof  would  be  conclu- 
sively furnished  by  the  note  of  the  French  Minister 
of  the  13th  of  August,  which  expressly  states  that 
they  refused  to  act  in  conjunction  with  the  Frendi 
vice-consul  without  first  consulting  their  Govern- 
ment and  asking  its  instructions.    It  is.  therefore, 
evident  that  neither  the  presence  of  the  French 
troops  in  Pomerania.  nor  the  treaties  of  Sweden 
with  France,  had  induced  even  the  Swedish  local 
authorities  to  the  necessity  of  submitting  to  the 
undefined  exactions  of  the  continental  system,  at 
of  obeying  the  commands  of  a  French  vice-consol. 
These  authorities  still  had  the  spirit,  surroaoded 
as  they  might  have  been  bv  troops  and  by  tivstjes, 
to  act  in  conformity  to  the  orders  of  their  own 
sovereign  only ;  and  it  is  inconceivable  that  His 
Majesty,  aloof  flrom  all  the  danger,  at  Stotkholm, 
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could  have  been  advised  to  pursue  a  less  di|riiified 
and  independent  course.  Tnat  he  did  not,  indeed, 
pursue  such  a  course,  is  apparent,  not  only^  from 
the  facts  already  stated,  but  from  tne  circumstance 
which  his  excellency  has  been  pleased  to  commu- 
nicate, that  His  Majesty,  at  that  time,  caused 
thirty-three  American  vessels,  richly  laden,  to  be 
delivered  to  their  lawful  owners  in  the  [)orts  of 
Sweden,  in  defiance  of  the  formal  requisition  of 
the  mission  of  France.  This  circumstance,  instead 
of  justifying  or  extenuating  the  sale  of  the  Amer- 
ican merchandise  at  Stralsund,  as  his  excellency 
appears  to  believe,  demonstrates  that  sale  to  have 
been  unnecessary,  either  from  a  respect  to  existing 
treaties,  or  from  a  fear  of  offending  the  Govern- 
ment of  France.  It  is  difficult  to  i)erceive  how 
his  excellency  could  attempt  to  sanction  an  act  of 
injustice  and  violence,  which  he  affects  to  excuse 
from  a  deference  existing,  and  from  the  necessity 
of  yielding  to  foreign  force,  by  a  simultaneous  act 
of  justice,  which  he  considers  to  be  the  more  mer- 
itorious because  it  was  performed  in  defiance  of 
both. 

As  to  the  presence  of  French  troops  in  Pome- 
rania,  it  does  not  appear  to  have  had  any  influence 
on  the  transaction.  There  was  no  military  requi- 
sition made  with  respect  to  the  American  property 
at  Stralsund ;  but  all  the  demands  of  France,  in 
relation  to  that  property,  as  far  as  they  are  known 
to  the  undersigned,  emanated  from  the  civil  depart- 
ment at  Pans,  and  were  communicated  to  the 
Swedish  Government  through  diplomatic  or  con- 
sular iiinctionarica  only,  unawed  by  any  allusion 
Co  the  possible  intervention  of  an  armed  force. 

With  the  actual  employment  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  confiscated  American  proi>erty,  the  Gk>vem- 
ment  of  the  United  States  considers  itself  as  hav- 
ing no  concern.  It  is  the  loss  of  that  property  by 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  through  an  arbitrary 
act  of  Sweden,  and  not  any  advantage  which 
Sweden  did  or  did  not  derive  from  that  acL  which 
constitutes  the  ground  of  the  present  claim  for  com- 
pensation. To  whatever  object  those  proceeds 
were  applied,  the  injury  sustained  by  the  American 
citizens  remains  the  same.  Still  however,  the 
American  Government  might  be  inclined  to  regard 
the  violence  with  less  painful  feelings,  had  it  Been 
rcquiied  for  the  promotion  of  some  object  essential 
to  Sweden,  and  not  gratuitously  committed  for  an 
object,  as  his  excellency  asserts,  entirely  foreign  to 
her  narticular  interests. 

If;  contrary  to  all  the  evidence  and  argument 
-which  the  undersized  has  now  presented,  there 
should^  as  his  excefiency  states,  have  been  certain 
express  conditions  imposed  by  France,  in  raisin|^ 
the  seqnester,  (or  in  making  the  transfer,  as  his 
excellency  is  pleased  to  call  it,)  requiring  that  the 
sums  produced  by  the  sale  of  the  merchandise 
should  be  applied  in  placing  Pomerania  in  a  state 
of  defence,  his  excellency  will,  it  is  presumed,  feel 
the  propriety  of  communicating  these  conditions 
to  the  American  Government,  in  the  terms  in 
-which  they  were  originally  expressed.  Such  a 
commanication  might,  at  least,  have  an  effect  in 
diminishing  the  impression  which  now  exists,  that 
the  sale  of  merchandise  was  the  spontaneous  act 


of  Sweden.  But  even  these  conditions,  however, 
formal  and  categorical  they  might  have  been, 
which  are  relied  on  as  an  apology  for  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Swedish  Grovernment,  could  not  be  al- 
lowed to  discharge  that  Government  from  its  obli- 
gations to  provide  an  indemnity  to  the  Ameri- 
can citizens  whom  these  proceedings  injured.  If 
Sweden  had,  in  fact,  only  a  choice  of  evils,  and 
elected  the  less  in  order  to  avoid  the  greater,  she. 
was  certainly  bound,  in  consequence  of  this  eleo- 
tion,  to  repair  the  wrong  she  inflicted  on  others  for 
her  own  safety  or  accommodation.  No  necessity 
can  be  admitted  of  a  nature  sufficiently  imperious, 
to  exonerate  her  from  this  responsibility,  except- 
ing that  which  resulted  from  the  actual  exercise 
of  a  foreign  force,  which  she  could  not  resist,  and, 
which,  in  fact,  wrested  from  her  the  possession 
and  control  of  the  property  which  had  b^n  placed 
under  the  safeguard  or  her  power  and  good  faith. 
The  incontrovertible  facts  that  the  orders  for  the 
sale  were  issued  at  Stockholm,  and  that  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Sweden  was  at  least  the  unresisting 
agent,  if  not  the  principal,  in  this  transaction,  for-, 
bid  a  belief  in  even  the  possibility  of  such  a  neces- 
sitv.  If,  indeed,  those  orders  were  not  entirely 
voluntary  on  the  part  of  Sweden,  they  could  only 
have  been  constrained  by  an  attention  to  her  own 
interests,  and  by  the  conviction  of  the  expediency 
of  making  a  partial  and  minor  sacrifice  for  the 
preservation  of  an  obiect  of  more  general  and  vi- 
tal importance ;  and  ner  honor  could  never  have 
permitted  her  to  sunpose  that  such  a  sacrifice  for 
such  an  object  could  be  made  at  the  expense  of 
others,  and  not  at  her  own.  It  was  her  obvious 
duty  to  make  an  adequate  compensation  to  those 
who  had  suffered  by  the  sacrifice  as  soon  as  she 
possessed  the  means — and  she  has  long  possessed 
them. 

Where  his  excellency  obtained  his  information 
that  France  was  the  ally  of  America  in  1810  and. 
1811,  the  unhappy  epoch  of  the  seizure  and  sale 
of  the  American  merchandise  at  Strabund,  the 
undersigned  is  at  a  loss  to  conjecture.  The  United. 
States  never  disguise  or  conceal  their  relations 
with  foreign  Powers ;  they  have  no  secret  treaties 
for  the  purpose  of  eluding  a  distrustful  enemy,  or . 
of  surprising  a  confiding  friend.     Their  whole 
history  is  open  to^  the  world,  and,  had  his  excel-, 
lency  consulted  it,  he  would  have  known  that 
America  never  was  the  ally  of  imperial  France* 
If  the  United  States  were,  unfortunately,  as  his 
excellency  intimates,  either  directly  or  inairectly, 
sometimes  the  victim  of  the  disastrous  influence  of 
France,  they  never  were,  for  a  moment,  the  agents 
of  her  vexatious  domination. 

The  undersiened  has  now  had  the  honor  to  pres- 
ent to  his  exceflency,  concisely,  a  transaction,  with 
the  essential  circumstances  of  which  his  excellency 
acknowledges  him  to  be  acquainted.  It  belongs 
to  his  excellency,  should  the  statement  of  these 
circumstances  be  erroneous,  to  furnish  the  facts 
necessary  for  its  correction.  It  is  impossible  for 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  with  all  the 
information  which  it  now  possesses^  to  believe  that 
such  facts  can  be  furnished ;  and,  if  they  cannot^ 
I  his  excellency  himself  must  admit  that  the  plea  of 
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nSEc^ty.  foQiide^  on  French  compulsion,  for  the 
fliile  of  tne  American  merchacidise  at  Stralsundi 
is  without  even  a  plausible  pretext  to  support  it 

On  thef  12th  of  July,  1811,  that  merchAndise 
iffiiSy  M  the  consent  or  France,  to  terminate  the 
^itofer,  placed  at  the  exblusive  disposition  of 
Sweden,  and  an  unqualified  pow^r  thus  given  of 
ratoHng;  it  to  the  rightful  owners.  This  power 
xmained  tinim]^ired  by  any  neilir  demand  of  the 
French  Goremment. for  n^ore  than  a  month— a 
plls^iod  amply  sufficient  to  have  reinstiited  the  citi- 
ztos  of  the  United  States  in  the  full  possession  of 
thehr  property,  and  to  have.enslbred  them  to'  rescue 
iCil-om  any  future  danger  With  tvhich  it  might 
hate  been  menaced  by  the  arbitrary  aiid  capri- 
cfotts  policy  of  France.  To  haVe  merely  neglected, 
fbr  a  single  day.  thus  to  haVe  exerci^  that  power, 
wonfd,  it  is  believed,  have  justly  made  the  Gov- 
ern|nent  of  Sweden  responsible  fbr  all  the  conse- 
qitWee^  j  but  not  merely  to  have  neglected,  during 
^bre  than  an  entire  month,  to  restore  the  property, 
tio^  to  have  employed  that  pieriod  and  abused  that 
power  exclusively  for  the  conversion  6t  thilt  prop- 
erty to  its  own  use,  exhibits  a  course  of  conduct 
ok' t^e  part  of  that  Goyemmeht  fqr  which  the 
niere  pecuniarv  indemnity' now  Remanded  Would 
a^nekr  to  afibrq  but  an  inad^ua'te  satisfaction.  ^ 

The  undersigned  has  confined  himself  in  this 
ifi^te  principally  to  those  topics'  Which  it  appeared 
to^hiin  proper  to  dlsciisi,  in  reply  to  the  pbmmuni- 
diiibn  .of  nis  etceltency  of  the  27th  of  October. 
He'teK^s  the  liberty,  hoWev^r,  in.  order  to  avoid 
r^tition,^  to  refer  nis  excellency  to  the  not^  of 
the  undersigned,  of  the  6th  of  September,  1816^ 
which  has  hitherto  remained  Without  an  an- 
swer, and  of  which  his  excellency,  in  his  commu- 
nication just  mentioned,  has  not  taken  the  slight- 
est i^otice. 

The  undersigned  has  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  siate 
t6  his  excellency  the  views  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  on  this  Subject,  with  perspicuity 
and  frankness,  and  unrestrained  by  any  repugnance 
to  differ,  in  fact  or  inference,  from  his  exceUency  i 
tfiid  this  cour^  he  has  pursued  with  less  hesitation, 
as  he  confidently  believed  that  it  would  not  be 
ascribed  to  a  want  of  becoming  decorum,  but  to 
a  regard  to  tfuthj  and  especially  to  the  frequent 
declarations  of  his  excellency  that  this  transaction 
was  not  originally  of  his  cognizance,  and  that  he 
was  therefore  unacquainted  with  its  details. 

It  is  indeed  to  be  regretted  that  the  propositions 
made  by  the  Swedish  Government  to  the  si)ecial 
a^nt  01  the  claimants  had  not  been  of  so  satisfac- 
tory a  nature  as  to  have  rendered  this  correspond- 
ence unnecessary.  The  undersigned  has  been  en- 
couraged to  hope,  fVom  the  conversations  which 
he  had  lately  had  the  honor  to  hold  with  His  Ma- 
jesty, that  the  note  of  his  excellency  would  have 
contained  some  specific  oflfer,  dictated  either  by  a 
ngard  to  justice,  or  bv  some  other  honorable  and' 
fhendly  feeling,  whicn  should  have  put  this  sub- 
ject of  altercation  at  rest.  The  Government  of 
the  United  States  would  siill  regard  with  compla- 
otocy  any  arrangement  with  the  claimants  which 
ajdonld  prevent  the  necessity  of  all  further  official 
discussion,  and  leave  the  harmony  between  the  | 


two  nations  without  die  smallest  circtimistance  to 
disturb  it.  But  his  excellency  must  be  aware  that, 
should  the  Government  of  the  United  Statefs  in 
the  absence  of  such  an  arrangement,  and  in  the 
full  contemplation  of  the  real  state  of  the  Question, 
as  here  presented^  desist  from  its  demand  for  in- 
demnity, it  would  fail  in  its  duty  to  those  who  have 
i,  right  to  its  protection.  The  undersigned  has  beeiu 
therefore,  specially  instructed  to  urge  this  demand^ 
and,  "  While  reminding  the  Swedish  Government 
of  its' unquestioned  justice^  and  of  its  amount,  so 
insignificant  to  the  interest  of  SW^^  yet  so  dis- 
tressing to  the  suflferers,  to  give  notice  that,  in  for- 
bearing to  press  it  in  a  more  peremptory  manner, 
it  is  by  no  means  the  intention  of  the  Govemment 
of  the  United  States  to  abandon  it" 

The  undersigned  has  prevailed  on  himself  to 
reply  from  Vienna  to  a  note  which  h^  exedlency 
addressed  to  him  at  Berlin ;  but^  as  this  course  is 
justified  on  the  present  occasion  by  peccdiar  con- 
siderations only,  it  will  not  be  hereafter  pursued. 
Ilis  excellency  is  therefore  requested  to  address  his 
future  communications  for  the  Govemment  of  the 
United  States  to  Christopher  Hughes,  Eaqniie, 
who  is  charged  With  the  anairs  of  its  le^tipn  at 
Slockhbim,  during  the  absence  of  the  Minister. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  repeat  to  his 
excellency  the  assurance  of  his  highest  consid- 

JOi^ATHAN  RUSI^LL. 


Copy  of  a  memtkrialof  ike  idtrdumti  tf  Stnlntnd  to 
the  Swoduh  RDpalRi(^mcf. 

The  humble  memorial  of  sundry  wi^uH'^named 
merchants  of  Stralsund,  for  themselTes  «Qd  their 
cottstittients,  concerning  the  restdratioa  of  the  colo- 
nial merchandises  which  were  under  seoliestnition, 
and  the  stopping  the  public  sale  thereof. 

Informed,  partly  b^  public  report,  but  esnectally 
by  the  publication  or  your  excellency  and  toe  hon- 
orable itoyal  Regency,  of  the  2d  or  August,  cur- 
rent year,  that  the  colonial  merchandises  which 
are  lying  in  the  royal  warehouses  undo*  seques- 
tration are  to  be  publicly  sold,  we  find  our- 
selves obliged  most  numbly  to  lay  beiore  your  ex- 
cellency and  the  honorable  Royal  Regency  our 
reasons  why  we  hope  that  you  will  M  pleased, 
with  respect  to  the  colonial  merchandises  belong- 
ing to  us  and  our  constituents,  which  have  been 
hitnerto  under  sequestration,  to  let  an  exception 
take  place  from  your  measure  annoanced  in  (he 
newspapers. 

Nothing  agrees  better  with  the  principles  of  a 
sound  political  economy  than  liberty  and  security 
of  commerce.    Justice  requires,  uiiconditionallf, 
that  nobody  shall  be  punished  for  an  action  which 
was  hitherto  permitted,  and  the  prohibition  there- 
of has  never  oeen  published.    Confiding  in  these 
principles,  we  and  our  commercial  friends  hare 
ordered  hither  a  quantity  of  colonial  merchao- 
dises,  Which,  after  their  arrival,  were  put  ooder 
sequestration.    Hard  as  this  measure  in  itsrf/  si- 
ready  is,  we  could  quietiv  look  at  it,  as  the  same 
was  only  provisional,  and  we  AiUy  confided  in  the 
justice  of  our  cause ;  but,  as  it  now  seems  the  ae- 
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tusl  eonfi^tion  of  the  oMMhaudiMS'iuid  th«  sale 
thereof  are  inteaded,  then*  our  aad  otn*  constitoentB^ 
iniereflii  wiR  be  too  raueh  injured  t^t  ire  should 
be  able  to  remain  quiet  at  that  too. 

AB  these  merehandtsed  hare  arrived  here  either 
frotti  Stteden,  under  the  authoristtdon  of  the 
Swedisti  pobiie  authorities,  or  direct  from  North 
Atneriei^  a  State  friendly  coaneeted  witii  Sii^den* 

All  the  papers  which  concern  them,  as  well  as 
the  ships  which  iHroBffbt  them  hither,  hare  been 
ezcmiaed  by  the  royal  lieent  here,  and  have  been 
found  blameless ;  and '  yow  ezeellencyj  and  the 
heiiorable  Royal  Regency  yourselvesj  have  mut- 
ed the  pevnussioB  to  enter  and  unload.  Every 
d&inff  herein  has  been  done  on  our  part  publicly 
amd  legally.  No  [prohibition  opposed,  us  herein: 
for  the  better  security,  we  procured  yet  the  special 
pieannission  of  the  highest  authority  of  the  country, 
and  we  haye  paid,  even  already,  part  of  the  duties 
on  these  merchandises;  and  fl^ould  now  ihese- 
merchandiaes  nevertheless  be  confiscated  and  pub- 
licly sold  for  the  benefit  of  tbe;li0iw  7 

u  we  were  yet  in  the  hands  of  an  enemy,  such 
a  meajBurewould  certainly  not  appear  so  very  ex- 
tfuforiitiftry  to  us,  for  an  enemy  only  observes  bis 
owtt  i»tere^,  and  not  thatof  the  coDoueied  country ; 
bat,  in  a  slate  of  peace,  when  the  mee  of  armies 
gives  pkoe  to  the  power  of  the  laws  again,  we 
cannot  ttMke  otttselve^  ikmiHar  with  the  idel^  that 
the  State  itaeif  should  proceed  in  this  manner 
against  its  own  subjects,  and-  against  fiieiids^  who, 
under  the  protioctioa  of  the  laws,  and  in  confidence 
upon  the  legality  alid  publicity  of  their  actions, 
thoDght  themselves  secure. 

The  Swe^fth  GkyverUnent.  wfiose  steps  are  al- 
ways guided  by  nKildness  and  justice,  will  certain- 
ly, WTCB  the  itiatter  is  once  put  in  a  proper  Hffhf, 
remain  ^thful  to  their  mode  of  proceeding  himer- 
to  observed ;  and  the  just  sentiments  of  year  ex- 
c^ney  and  of  the  bouoraUe  Royal  Regency  are 
known  to  us  by  too  many  instances  that  we  should 
not  hope,  with  full  conndeaee,  that  you  will  make 
use  of  all  means  to  avert  a  measure  so  detrimen- 
tal tO'Us  and  our  constituents  $  and  we  therefore 
Tenture,  with  the  Ailleet  confidence  of  a  happy  re- 
sult, to  pray  your  exceUencv  and  the  honorable 
Royal  Regency  must  humbly  and  most  earnestly 
not  to  sufier  the  sale  of  the  colonial  merohandises 
belonffiw  to  us  and  our  constituents,  which  have 
been  hitherto  under  sequestravbn,  to  take  place, 
but  pot  the  same  to  our  own  fVee  disposition  j  or, 
at  least,  by  your  gracious  interposition  with  the 
higher  instance,  to  procure  the  same. 

STEtALflono,  Ati^  6,  Idll. 

I  conform  with  the  original. 

J.  A.  IRE, 
Royal  Assessor^  ArcMvaHan^  ^e. 


Upoaiibe'netttio&  of  the  commercial  oaansellor, 
Mr*  Banisted,  the  alderman  Sveahagen  Sehluter^ 
the  aldeman  Ineal,  for  himsdf.  and  attoraeyfor 
the  merchant  Isleremond,  and  the  merchants  We- 
uttsen,  widow  Qlasscr  Beumiss,  and  J.  C.  Mag- 
genberg,  for  themselves  and  their  constttuentu,  for 


the  restitution  of  the  colonial  merohaadiseB  pua; 
under  seqne^tration,  and  the  prevention  of  the 
public  sale  thereof^  it  is  decreed: 

Whereas,  according  to  the  newest  strict  oidcn. 
from  His  Royal  Majesty,  there  shall  be  prooeedeik 
immediate  with  the  sale  of  all  the  colonial  msB*- 
chandiaes  which  have  been  sequestrated  bcML. 
their  petition  cannot  be^  granted,  but  the  RofiuL 
Regency  will  make  report  to  the  Royal  Ifa»t. 
jesty  of  the  reclamation  entered  by  thememo^ 
rialists,  and  the  money  received  from,  the  sale'of 
the  now  elaiaud  merchandiaes  shall  be  lodged-: 
with  the  royal  chamber  until  hisdeterminationy.in' 
Older  that,  m  case  the  saase  shall  be  favorable  for 
them,  it  may  immediately  be  paid  over  to  them.. 

Stralsirio,  Attfftut  9j  Idll. 

Decree  for  the  above  mentioaed  merchants  itf 
conformable  with  the  original. 

J.  A.  IKB^ 
RoytU  Auesear,  Anh4vaHanj  ^ 

I,  Charles  Erdmann.  sworn  interpreter  of  foreign 
languaises  in  and  for  tne  Commonweal  of  Penn- 
sylvaujay  h»f  lawful  authority  duly  apppint^  an^- 
commissioned,  residing  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia^, 
do  certify  that  the  preceding  is  a  tnjus  and  faithfuT; 
translation  of  a  certain  original  paper  written  m- 
tha  Qerman  language,  annexed  hnreiLo. 

In  witnesa  vva^reof,  I  have  h^r^unto  set  i^yr 
hand  and  seal  of  office,  this  2d  day  of  Jan<W9k 
1812. 

CHARLBH  ERDMANN; 


PROTECTION  TO  MANOrAOTURBS; 

[ComsiaiiIc«t«d  to  the  House,  Deceiaber  20|  18 Id.] 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  flbiisg  a/  Jttnnmtt 
atiooe  of  the  United  Sttdee  efAmeriotk  in  cmtgieee 
ooeembJedi 

The  memorial  of  a  conventton  o(  the  frienda.ol 
aatBonal  industry,  assembled  in  the  dty  of  New 
York,  to  take  into  oonsideratiQtt  thepMatrateaitOf 
tion  of  our  manufoetures,  and  to  petitien  Oongaesa 
for  their  relief  and  protection,  composed  of  dale* 
g^tes  from  Massachusetts,  Rhode  IsUnd,  C«nnae<^ 
ticut.  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  JM^ 
aware,  Maryland,  and  Ohio,  liespectlully  showaths 

That  your  mensorialists  appeals  to  your  honorable 
body,.undcr  a  £rm  and  a  soiema  conviction  tbata 
crisis  has  arrived,  in  the  pronress  of  oar  nation^ 
vrhich  imperiously  demands  Sie  serious  atteation 
and  prompt  exertion  of  the  collected  wisdom  of  ita 
councils,  and  on  which  its  foture  destinies  must 
essentiallv  depend. 

That  tne  United  Stales,  possessing  every  advafr- 
tape  of  soil,  climate,  and  native  prodnotions^  omk 
with  a  po|Hilation  induabdous^  intelligent,  and  en* 
terprtsinj^  to  a  degree  never  probably  exceeded  Iq^ 
any  nation ;  and  after  enjoying  for  twenty  yearn 
the  benefit  of  an  over-proportion  of  the  trade  ef 
the  vroffld,-4uid  themselves  in  a  state  of  great  en^ 
barrassment  and  difficulty,  involving  almost  eveiy 
description  of  our  citizens.  Ourcommerceisgieat^ 
prostrated ;  our  shipping  has  sunip  in  value  to 
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failf  of  i(8  original  cost ;  real  estate  is  depreciated, 
in  most  parts  of  the  country,  in  an  eqaai  degree ; 
numbers  of  our  merchants,  manufacturers,  and 
farmers,  are  reduced  to  bankruptcy,  and  the  cir- 
cumstances of  many  of  those  who  hare  escaped 
this  calamitous  situation  are  daily  impairing;  a 
great  |)ortion  of  our  mechanics  and  artists  are  un- 
employed ;  and  all  the  fruits  of  their  labors,  which 
might  have  been  daily  adding  to  the  prosperity  of 
the  nation,  are  wholly  lost  In  fine,  our  great  sta- 
ples are  so  far  reduced  in  price  as  most  seriously 
to  affect  the  interests  of  the  ajjfriculmrists,  and  to 
diminish  the  means  of  paying  for  our  importations. 

'That  we  are  deeply  indebted  to  foreign  nations, 
notwithstanding  we  nave  transmitted  to  them  as 
much  of  our  surplus  productions  as  they  furnished 
a  Diarket  for,  and  likewise  a  lar^e  amount  of  our 
Qovernment  and  bank  stock,  which  subjects  us  to 
an  oppressive  annual  tax  for  interest,  probably 
eqqal  to  the  amount  of  the  civil  expenses  of  our 
Government,  which  adds  to  the  impoverishing 
drain  of  our  specie. 

That,  while  so  many  of  our  manufacturers  are 
thus  ruined ;  our  workmg  people  destitute  of  em- 
ployment, and  of  the  means  to  support  their  fami- 
lies ;  our  manufacturing  establishments  falling  to 
luins ;  and  our  water  powers,  with  which  we  are 
pre-eminently  blessed,  unemployed^ — our  cities  and 
towns  are  filled  with  the  manufactured  produc- 
tions of  other  nations,  by  which  we  have  been  and 
are  ruinously  drained  or  our  wealth. 

That  those  complicated  evils  which  oppress  us, 
and  which  have  taken  place  during  a  season  of 
profound  peace  of  nearly  five  years'  duration,  after 
a  war  closed  with  honor,  and  which  left  us  in  a 
state  of  high  nrosperity,  evince  that  tHere  is  some- 
thing unsound  in  our  policy,  which  requires  a  rad- 
ical remedy,  in  the  power  of  the  National  Legis- 
lature alone  to  apply. 

That  wisdom  dictates  to  the  United  States  to 
profit  by  the  experience  of  other  nations ;  to  shun 
those  systems  which  have  operated  on  them  per- 
niciously; and  scrupulously  to  adopt  those  that 
have  advanced  their  wealth,  power,  and  resources. 
Being  the  youngest  nation  in  the  world,  they  can- 
not, without  a  sacrifice  of  their  happiness,  pursue 
the  paths  that  have  led  some  to  decay  and  ruin ; 
nor  deviate  from  those  that  have  exalted  others  to 
a  high  degree  of  prosperity.  We  therefore  respect- 
fully submit  to  your  serious  consideration  a  slight 
sketch  of  the  policy  of  some  of  the  nations  of  Eu- 
rope, with  its  consequences. 

At  the  close  of  the  seventeenth  century,  Portu- 
gal Dossessed  a  most  flourishing  and  extensive 
woollen  manufactory,  raised  to  maturity  by  pro- 
hibitions of  all  rival  articles  from  other  nations. 
The  basis  of  thb  manufacture  was  her  own  raw 
material,  and  that  of  Spain.  It  employed  a  large 
proportion  of  her  population  advantageously,  and 
greatly  enriched  the  nation.  She  was  induced  to 
remove  the  prohibition,  and  trusted  to  a  protect- 
ing duty  of  23  per  cent.  In  three  or  four  years  the 
manufactory  was  destroyed;  the  manufacturers 
ruined ;  the  workmen  devoted  to  idleness  and  beg- 
gary ;  the  raw  material  sold  at  low  rates  to  for- 
aignen,  who  employed  their  workmen  on  it,  and 


returned  it  at  an  advance  of  300  to  400  per  cent; 
whereby  she  was  drained  of  her  wealthi  as  we  have 
been  by  similar  means.  In  a  word,  grmdually  im- 
poverished and  ruined,  she  holds  out  a  most  impres- 
sive lesson  to  the  statesmen  of  all  other  nations. 

The  example  of  Spain  is  equally  striking.  She 
has,  for  centuries,  with  those  boundless  treasures 
which  are  lavished  on  her  in  vain,  nourished  the 
industry  of  other  nations,  and  often,  witli  those 
treasures,  squandered  for  their  manufactures^  fed 
the  armies  that  have  covered  her  fields  with  deso- 
lation, and  shed  disgrace  on  her  arms. 

The  mass  of  her  subjects,  unprotected  in  their 
industry,  are  in  a  state  of  abject  distress  and  misery  ; 
although,  under  a  wise  Government,  some  centu- 
ries since,  Spain  was  the  most  manufacturing  and 
prosperous  nation  in  the  world.  And  even  at  the 
present  time,  two  or  three  of  her  provinces,  under 
a  different  regime  from  the  rest  of  the  nation,  where 
industry  is  protected,  are  as  prosperous  and  indus- 
trious as  any  part  of  Europe. 

Russia  and  Austria  protect  the  industry  of  their 
subjects,  and,  in  consequence,  enjoy  a  high  degree 
of  prosperity  and  happiness.  The  former  natiou 
prohibits  about  two  hundred  articles  specifically, 
among  which  are  all  the  important  manufactures 
of  her  allies,  Franceand  England.  Austria,  through- 
out the  wide  extent  of  her  dominions,  prohibits  all 
cotton,  woollen,  silk,  and  other  manufactures. 

England  has  protected  the  industry  of  her  sub- 
jects with  more  care,  and  has  accordingly  amassed 
more  wealth,  and  attained  a  higher  degree  of 
power  and  influence  than  any  other  nation  of  an- 
cient or  modem  times,  in  proportion  to  her  popu- 
lation. The  use  she  has  made  of  her  wealth,  what- 
ever it  may  have  been,  is  no  impeachment  of  the 
merit  of  the  system  by  which  it  has  been  acquired. 
The  case  of  France,  however,  is  more  striking 
and  impressive  than  that  of  any  other  nation.  For 
twenty  years  she  waged  wars,  bloody  and  destruc- 
tive almost  beyond  example,  with  two-thirds  of 
Europe,  and  had  in  pay,  durinff  a  laige  part  of 
that  time,  armies  of  nearly  a  miUion  of  men.  Af- 
ter those  wars  were  concluded,  she  was  crushed 
by  foreign  armies  of  two  or  three  hundred  thou- 
sand men.  and  had  enormous  contribotions  and 
exactions  levied  on  her,  to  the  amoont  ofptohahlj 
one  hundred  millions  of  dollars.  Yet  she  has,  in 
a  few  years,  recovered  from  all  these  calamities^x  by 
protecting  the  industry  of  her  subjects,  and  enjoys 
at  present  a  ^preater  do^ree  of  prosperity,  it  is  :4a- 
ted,  on  the  highest  authority,  than  she  has  done  at 
any  former  period. 

The  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  and  the  events 
which  immediately  preceded  it,  produced  in  many 
of  our  reflecting  fellow-citizens  a  due  sense  of  their 
best  and  most  lasting  interests. 

With  a  rapidity  unexampled  in  the  history  of 
any  other  people,  a  large  portion  of  their  capital 
was  transferred  from  commercial  to  manniactur- 
ing  pursuits.  The  value  of  goods  manafiictnred 
in  the  United  States,  as  taken  from  the  mandis^ 
returns,  amounted,  as  early  as  1810,  to  upfwards of 
one  hundred  and  seventy-two  millions  of  doUaiv, 
which  value  was  very  greatly  inrrfMwf  daring 
the  late  war. 
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The  peace  of  Borope  was  attended  with  ruin- 
ous eoosequences  to  us :  our  infant  manufactures 
were  blighted  in  the  bud ;  the  spirit  of  specula- 
tion spread  through  our  country,  seducing  ner  vo- 
taries from  the  paths  of  quiet  and  laborious  indus- 
try, by  promises  of  sodden  wealth.  But  it  was 
soon  found  that  the  commerce  of  1815  and  1816 
was  not  the  commerce  of  1806  and  1807 :  the  na- 
tions by  whose  calamities  we  had  flourished,  whose 
impoTerishroent  had  been  our  gain,  were  now  at 
peace  with  each  other,  and  returning  with  eager 
activity  to  the  employments  of  social  life ;  our  ves- 
sels were  no  longer  wanted  tu  convey  their  pro- 
ducts, nor  to  supply  them  with  ours.  Cherishing 
and  depending  on  their  own  resources,  they  have 
furnisbed  us  a  useful  and  honorable  lesson  in  the 
encouragement,  support,  and  extension  of  domes- 
tic, and  salutary  restrictions  on  the  importation  of 
foreign,  manufactures.  An  imitation  of  their  pol- 
icy, in  this  respect,  your  memorialists  believe  to  be 
indispensable  to  the  prosperity  and  independence 
of  our  countrv. 

With  this  oelief,  and  a  confident  reliance  in  the 
disposition  of  Congress  to  promote  these  primary  ob- 
jects by  every  necessary  means,  your  memorialists 
would  respectfully  recommend  to  your  considera- 
tion three  measures,  the  adoption  of  which,  we 
feel  persuaded,  would  remove  the  embarrassments 
of  OUT  country,  and  restore  life  and  vigor  to  our 
almost  expiring  manufactures. 

These  measures  are — 

First.  To  abolish  credits  on  import  duties. 

Secondly.  To  impose  a  restrictive  duty  on  sales 
at  auction. 

Thirdly.  To  alter  and  increase  the  amount  of 
duties  on  imported  goods. 

At  the  time  when  credits  on  duties  were  first 
estahiished,  the  state  of  our  country  was  verv  dif- 
ferent from  what  it  has  since  become.  Slowly 
recovering  from  a  long  and  desolating  war,  almost 
destitute  of  money  and  commercial  connexions, 
our  situation  required  that  every  aid  and  encou- 
ragement should  be  afibrded  to  the  first  efforts  of 
enterprise.  This  measure  was,  therefore^  wise  and 
salutary,  and  dictated  by  the  necessities  of  the 
times.  The  weakness  of  our  internal  resources 
produced  a  dependence  on  imposts  for  the  support 
of  Government. 

But  how  striking  a  contrast  have  we  since  pre- 
sented !  How  great  the  change  I  From  a  popula- 
tion of  three,  to  ten  millions ;  from  an  annihilated 
commerce,  to  one  that  spreads  its  canvass  on  every 
aea ;  from  a  state  of  agriculture  very  little  exceed- 
ing our  own  daily  wants,  to  a  surplus  production 
exceeding  eighty  millions  per  annum;  from  an 
almost  total  want  of  manufactures,  to  an  actual 
invested  manufacturing  capital  of  cotton  and  wool- 
len goods  alone  exceeding  fifty  millions  of  dollars ! 
Our  commerce  was  at  first  carried  on  b]r  resident 
merchants,  whose  prudence  and  experience  re- 
strained importations  within  due  bounds ;  credits 
on  the  duties  afibrded  them,  according  to  the  in- 
tention of  Congress,  facilities  which  their  situation 
required.  But,  for  some  years  past,  and  especially 
since  the  universal  peace  in  Europe  and  the  con- 
clusion of  the  late  war,  those  regmar  tra^^  have 


found  themselves  supplanted  by  foreign  merchants 
and  manufacturers,  or  desperate  speculators,  whom 
the  credit  on  duties  has  enabled  and  induced  to 
inundate  our  markets  with  foreign  goods,  produc- 
ing the  most  pernicious  efiects  on  our  mercantile 
stability  and  the  prosperity  of  our  manufactories. 

It  may  also  be  nere  remarked  that  the  operation 
of  this  credit  on  imposts  is  to  create  a  capital  for 
new  importations;  for,  let  us  suppose  that  four 
importations,  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  each,  be  made  in  one  year,  at  the 
average  of  twenty-five  per  cent,  duty,  the  sum 
of  about  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  is  led 
to  trade  with  in  the  hands  of  the  importer,  witb 
the  ultimate  risk  to  Government  of  the  loss  of  the 
whole. 

The  American  merchant  is  regulated  and  di- 
rected in  his  importations  by  his  experience  of  the 
want  and  consumption  of  the  country,  and  the 
prospect.of  fair  and  reasonable  profits.  The  foreign 
merchant  or  manufacturer,  on  the  other  hand,  is 
often  impelled  by  his  necessities  to  seek  a  market 
for  his  goods  without  regard  to  these  considera- 
tions. It  is  well  known,  and  we  presume  cannot 
have  escaped  the  knowledge  of  Congress,  that,  at 
all  times,  under  all  circumstances,  and  at  every, 
hazard  of  expense,  the  Groveroment,  merchants^ 
and  manufacturers  of  Great  Britain  have  their- 
views  steadily  directed  to  the  extirpation  of  every 
germ  of  manufactures  among  us.  A  credit  of 
eight,  ten,  and  twelve  months  increases  their 
facilities  for  carrying  into  execution  their  hostile, 
purposes. 

These  consequences,  injurious  as  they  are,  are 
exceeded  in  extent  by  those  which  arise  from  the 
trade  to  China  and  the  East  Indies ;  a  trade,  in  the 
opinion  of  your  memorialists,  (encourag^  and 
unrestricted  as  it  is  at  present,)  of  the  most  ex- 
hausting and  pernicious  efiects  to  the  country. 
The  long  credit  of  from  one  to  two  years  allowed 
by  law  on  duties  in  this  trade,  we  are  sincerely 
persuaded  produces  the  ruinous  efiect  of  draining 
us  of  our  specie  ^  and,  in  the  case  of  the  greater 
part  of  East  India  goods,  overwhelming  our  naar- 
sets  with  inferior  and  worthless  fabrics,  which, 
from  their  apparent  cheapness,  meet  a  ready  sale, 
while  the  much  superior  products  of  our  own 
industry  and  skill  must  be  sacrificed  at  a  ruinous 
loss,  or  remain  unsold  in  the  hands  of  the  manu-. 
facturer. 

When  to  the  foregoing  considerations,  impor- 
tant as  they  are  to  the  regular  merchant  and  to  the 
infant  manufactures  of  our  couMry,  is  added  that 
of  the  losses  to  which  Government  is  necessarily 
subjected  by  failure  in  the  payment  of  the  duties^ 
your  memorialists  humbly  apprehend  that  the  abo- 
lition of  all  credits  for  duties  on  imported  goods 
will,  at  the  same  time,  protect  the  manufactures, 
commerce,  and  the  revenue  of  the  United  States. 

Your  memorialists  would  next  call  the  attention 
of  Congress  to  the  second  evil  complained  of— « 
unrestrained  sales  at  auction. 

Sales  at  auction,  we  believe,  were  originally 
authorized  by  law  for  special  purposes,  such  as  the 
disposal  of  aamaged  goods,  the  efiects  of  bank- 
rupts, or  property  under  execution,  or  sold  by  the 
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dftee^ion  df  eoarUi  of  ktr  and  equity.  We  beliet^ 
it  will  be  found,  on  examination,  that  soeh  sales 
Were  not,  until  within  a  few  years  past,  considered 
by  fttty  commerciri  country  in  Bnrope  as  forming 
a  part  of  the  regnlar  course  of  trade,  but  rather  as 
authorized  for  purposes  necessary,  indeed,  but  not 
at  all  commercial. 

In  &e  greatest  commercial  and  manufacturing 
nation  (Great  Britain)  they  are,  even  at  this  day, 
extremely  limited ;  sometimes  used  to  feel  the  pulse 
of  the  market  on  the  new  materials  imported  for 
dkeir  manafactures,  and  occasionally  used  fot  the 
Mt  of  colonial  prt>duce  and  the  effects  of  the  East 
Fi^dia  Company.  In  no  other  country  have  they  as- 
^ined  the  same  importance  as  among  us.  In  the 
extent  to  which  they  have  now  arrived  here,  they 
ah^  greatly  injurious,  not  only  to  the  fair  and  reg- 
uiar  trader,  bat  to  the  community  at  large. 

Latge  quantities  of  silk,  woollen,  cotton,  and 
dfher  snoods,  are  manufactured  in  Europe  and  the 
BSaM  indies  expressly  for  sale  at  auction  in  the 
United  States.  These  goods  are  of  less  than  the 
usaal  length,  deficient  in  breadth,  or  of  flimsy  tex- 
ture—in  short,  in  every  respect  inferior  to  the 
ffoods  they  are  intended  to  represent :  yet  so  well 
oressed,  and  in  other  respects  so  highly  finished  to 
the  eye,  that  they  generany  escape  detection  until 
they  reacli  the  consumer,  who  too  late  discovers 
their  inferiority;    For  such  base  fabrics  have  the 

nle  of  these  States,  for  years  past,  been  exorbi- 
y  taxed,  to  the  great  injury  of  our  own  hard- 
i^truggling  manufacturers. 

To  give  an  example  of  the  enormous  extent  of 
fths  business,  which  liflbrds  such  facilities  to  the 
fdteign  manufaetofef  for  practising  imposition  on 
our  citizens,  we  will  instance  the  amount  of  sales 
of  foreign  goods  at  auction,  in  the  single  city  of 
New  York,  in  one  y^r. 

Prom  the  best  evidence  the  case  affords,  (that 
i^,  the  returns  of  the  auctioneers  themselTes,)  they 
amounted,  in  the  year  181B,  to  the  prodigious  sum 
<H^  fourteen  millions  of  dollars.  Jodffing  from  this 
specimen,  it  will  not  be  unreasohable  to  condode 
tnat,  in  the  United  States  collectively,  foreign 
merchandise  to  the  amount  of  at  least  thirty  mii^ 
lions  of  dollars  is  annually  sold  in  this  pernicious 
mode ;  a  most  alarming  proof  that  a  very  serious 
portion  of  the  trade  of  the  nation  flows  in  this 
channel.  And  your  memorialists  are  satisfied, 
from  past  experience,  that  the  sales  at  auction  or 
domestic  goods  are  as  deleterious  in  their  conse- 
quences as  those  of  foreign  merchandise;  inas- 
much as  they  tend  to  encourage  the  manufacture 
of  inferior  fabrics,  and  thereby  injure  the  reputa- 
tion of  American  fabrics  generally ;  and,  also,  that 
the  sales  of  imitations,  made  in  foreign  countries 
With  an  intent  to  dispose  of  them  at  auction,  pro- 
duce the  same  injurious  effects.  Tour  memorial- 
ists are  fully  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  imposing 
some  restraint  on  this  tremendous  engine  ot  com- 
mercial monopoly.  For  this  purpose,  they  respect^ 
fully  propose  that  a  duty  of  ten  per  cent,  be  im^ 
posed  on  all  foreign  and  domestic  goods  sold  at 
auction,  except  household  furniture,  farming  stock. 
&nd  utensils,  the  effects  of  bankrupts,  or  goMs  sold 
under  execution,  or  otiierwise,  by  direction  of 


courts  of  law  or  e^mty.  Thii^  thcjr  lioj^  wflim 
a  great  degree  dnniniBh,  if  not  afaayiher  core, 
this  great  and  growing  evil,  by  destro)aiig,  or  at 
least  gf«atly  leraeniiig  the  tempmiidii  of  profit 

Your  memorialists,  la^tiy,  submit  H>  toe  constd- 
eraiioa  of  Con j^reaa  the  necessity  <iim  fbitlier  mod- 
ification and  merease  of  the  present  dnCieB,  and 
respectfully  sugsest  the  folloiraig  aitemtions  k 
the  exlsfingr  tanff : 

That,  in  lieu  of  the  present  doiiei,  a  duty  of  nm 
cents  per  squiire  yard  be  laid  cm  att  cotton  and 
linen  goods,  plain  or  unttaiaei.  harving  tesa  tbm 
seventy  threads  to  the  square  ineiif  indwdiaigiran 
and  fiUing ;  fourteen  cents  per  si^Mfe  yard  on  aU 
having  above  aeircnty  ana  under  one  koadred 
treads  to  the  square  inch,  indoding  warp  and 
filling;  of  eighteen  cents  per  aquafe  yqrdoii  ail 
having  above  one  hundred  and  lesa  than  one  hun> 
dred  and  thirty  threads  to  the  sqvntfe  ineli,  includ- 
ing warp  and  filling;  and  ao  on  in  the  naae  ratio 
upwards ;  and  that  twenty  percent,  be  alhiwcJ  to 
the  above  duties  on  all  pnnted,  stained,  dyod,  col- 
ored, or  worked  cotton  and  tinea  goods. 

That  a  duty  of  thhrty-fiva  per  cent,  ad  valoiaB. 
be  laid  on  all  goods  made  wholly- or  in  part  of 
wool. 

IhMt  the  duty  oh  every  kind  of  ailk  gooda,  or  of 
goods  made  wholly  or  in  poirt  of  ailk,  (aewuig^  alk 
exeepied,)  he  raiaed  to  fifty  pereest. 

That  all  kinds  of  fiihrks,  not  otberwte  e^eana* 
rated,  and  of  less  value  than  i^y  centa  per  aqnare 
yard,  made  wholly  or  in  part  of  sdk,  cotton,  wool, 
nempj  fiax,  or  any  other  laatarial^  be  eatinioted, 
and  pay  the  same  duty  as  if  of  the  value  of  fifty 
oenta. 

That  an  extra  duty  be  eoltoeied  on  aH  wsna 
and  merehandiaes,  on  whkh  a  booMyhtta  beea 
allowed  by  any  foreign  nation,  equal  in  anoont  lo 
the  value  of  said  bounty. 

That  foreign  cotton,  and  e^ury  doaetiption  of 
goods  made  wholly  or  in  part  or  foreign  oocaon, 
beprohibited. 

That  a  duty  he  laid  on  iron,  in  bars  or  holta, 
manufactured  without  rollings  of  one  dolkr  and 
twenty-five  cents  per  cwt;  on  iron,  in  biurs  and 
bolt^  when  manutactored  by  ruling,  two  doUais 
per  cwt;  on  iron,  in  sheets^  roda^  or  hoops,  ibur 
dollars  per  cwt.;  on  iron,  in  pigs,  seventy-five  oents 
per  cwt.;  and  on  iron  castings,  two  dottaia  pet  ewt. 

Deelininff  to  enter  into  ft  detail  of  fte  alterations 
in  the  tarifl,  requisite  for  the  nroteetioii  of  other 
brandies  now  languishing,  we  beg^  leave  to  recom- 
mend to  your  partietikr  attention,  among  crthcrs, 
the  foUovHng: 

Glass,  copperas,  corks,  aoap^  puints,  and  colon, 
paper,  gunpowder,  jewdry,  cutlery,  plated  wareof 
all  kinds,  coach  and  harnasa  farnitofe,  prunella 
shoes,  hats,  caps,  bonnets,  battons,  fire  and  side 
arms,  china  and  earthenware,  printed  books,  oO 
of  vltrid)  blue  vitriol,  and  diemiad  preparatioBi 
genemily,  gilt  and  jaj^iined  wares,  p^Kr  haa|^ 
mgs  of  every  description,  painted  or  ^  cfotfts^ 
umbiellaB,  mknufhctnres  <»  copper  and  k*ss, 
springs,  screws,  cotton  stodcing^  and  ated. 

Independent  of  every  conaidetucion  iiiiiivor  of 
the  pdicy  of  a^rding  adequate  protootion  to  do- 
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mesttc  iiidwtry,  Its  hereiii  r^ommendifdj  Reducible 
from  its  promotioa  of  tke  general  welfare  of  the 
oouatrjTy  and  tbie  protdcUoti  dae  to  the  manufac- 
turers, in  comiDoii  with  all  other  elaseies  of  society, 
as  a  retarn  for  their  allegiance  to  the  Governmefit, 
we  are  eonv'ineed  that  the  fknxiers  and  planters 
wotild  largely  participate  in  the  benefits  of  the 
system  we  advocate.  The  planter  woold  have  a' 
steady  market  for  his  raw  mat^ial,  not  subject  to 
thorn  destroetree  fluctuations  which  hare  jprodn^ed 
such  ezcensiv^  ruin  within  the  present  veer ;  and 
tbie  farmer  would  have  an  equally  steady  and  in^ 
creasiiig'  demand  for  the  productions  of  nis  fknii, 
many  of  which,  particuiarly  in  the  interior  of  the 
oountry,  and  in  the  Western  States,  Will  not  bear 
the  expense  of  trahsportation  to  marlcet.  This  ad- 
▼antage  is  so  nalpabte,  that  we  shall  only  refer,  in 
iliostratioa  ot  it,  to  varicms  towns  and  villages 
tfarooghout  the  United  States,  in  the  neighborhood 
of  which,  lands  and  their  productions  rose  on^  or 
two  btrndred  per  cent  in  value,  in  consequemie  of 
the  extensive  establishtn^nt  of  manufactures,  and. 
by  their  decay,  have  fftlien  bcdow  their  original 
vaiae* 

In  si^porc  of  oar  recommendations^  we  submit 
t6  your  eonsideiation  a  compiiretive  view  of  the 
Am^can  and  British  tarilTin  a  f^atttoles: 

Per  cent.  Ad  vslorem. 


Bffenttfactuin^  of  bifdss  - 

cotton  - 
copper  - 


(t 


u 

C< 


.      20 

-      25 

.      25 

gla^    -  20  and  30 


linen   -       -  15 

«  silk     ^       -  15 

OHtna  ^d  eiiifthetn  tirares   -  20 

Hati^  cai^  and  bonnets       -  30 

Woollen  hats       ...  30 


Stockings,  cotton,  and  woollen    20 


n 


Watches^  ^. 

Cfoodsj  wares,  and  nderchan- 

disc,  not  enum^ted  - 
Oil  of  vitriol        -       -       - 
Ale,  beer,  and  porter,  per  gal- 
lon, cents  .       .       -       - 
Woollen  and  worsted  goods, 
per  square  yard,  cents 
Your  memorialists  will  only  add,  that  they  rely 
with  fuU  cbifkfidence  on  your  patriotism  and  wis- 
dom for  the  adoption  of  such  measures  as  will 
promote  the  best  interests  of  our  common  country. 

W.  FEW,  PnMent. 
Attest :    Matbiw  Cabbt,  Sterdary, 
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PROTBGTION  TO  MANUPACTURB8. 

[Commanicated  to  the  Senate,  December  27, 1819.} 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  Houee  of^  Rapresent- 
tOinet  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congreu 
tukembkd : 

The  memorial  of  the  American  Society  oi  the 
city  of  New  York  for  the  encouragement  of  do- 
mestic manufactures,  respectfully  represents :  That 
your  memorialists  conceive  it  to  be  a  prevalent 


oplinion  atnone-  all  those  who  are  concerned  for 
the  present  and  future  welfare  of  the  nation,  diat 
some  legislative  measures  are  imperiously  neces^ 
sary  to  check  the  evils  which  have  so  deeply  af- 
flicted every  part  of  the  country,  devastated  its 
commercial,  agricultural,  and  manufactnrinfi[  in- 
terests, and  laid  wnste  the  pecuniary  a^irs  of  the 
people. 

That,  hot#itfastandine  the  degree  of  embarrass- 
niient  detiresslon.  and  distress,  which  is  so  uni- 
versajny  felt,  aha  the  gloominess  of  the  present 
prosj^ts  of  every  form^of  honest  industry  and  en*- 
terjprise,  your  mefAonuHsts  are  persuaded  that  such 
measures  may  be  adopted  by  your  honorable  body 
as  will  affotv  a  material  and  permanent  relief. 

Yotir  memorialists  apprehend  that  there  is  iti 
little  difference  of  opinion  in  respect  to  the  caxises 
which  have,  for  manj  years^  l^en  operating  to 
produce  the  present  crisis,  as  m  respect  to  the  na^ 
mte  of  tbie  evils,  the  eti^tence  of  which  they  de- 
]^or^;  and  that  the  time  has  come  when  those  dif- 
ferences of  Sentiment  which  once  prevailed  between 
those  concerned  respectively  in  the  afiairs  of  com- 
m^rds, Agriculture,  and  manufactures,  are  lost  in 
the  apprehension  of  ruin  to  thetn  all. 

It  18  fdt  by  ievery  one  to  "be  beyond  the  power  of 
legislation,  to  I'esiore  that  part  of  pur  commerce 
which  was  destroyed  by  the  pacification  of  fiu>- 
rope.  or  to  create  foreign  markets  for  that  stbrpltis 
pnxnrce  of  out  sbil,  of  which  a  superabundance  is 
futnished  by  every  otber  country.  But  every  eye 
is  turned  to  the  supreme  council  of  the  nation  as 
competent  to  restraih  the  excessive  in^uz  of  for- 
eign products,  by  which  we  have  been  made  so 
dependent  upon  transatlantic  tharkets;  have  in-< 
curred  an  enormous  balance  of  trade  against  us ; 
have  been  drained  of  our  specie,  deranged  in  out 
finances,  exhaiisted,  and  brought  to  the  near  pros- 
pect of  general  impoverishment. 

The  deplorable  eSects  of  this  excessive  importa'- 
tion  of  foreispi  merchandise  ate  so  palpable  and  so 
deeply  felt,  Uiat  your  memorialists  forbear  to  dwell 
upon  them,  and  proceed  to  ask  the  attention  of 
your  honorable  body  to  those  mefbods  of  restraint 
which  they  deem  most  eligible^  and  which  they 
believe  veul  countervail  the  principal  incentives 
and  temptations  to  the  evil  so  niuch  complained 
of.  And  they  are  persuaded  that  the  credit  al- 
lowed upon  bonds  at  the  custom-house,  by  facili- 
tating tne  operations,  and  affording  capital  to 
specmators  and  alien  traders  and  manufacturers, 
to  the  injury  and  ruin  of  the  regular  American 
merchant ;  and  the  practice  of  sales  at  auction,  by 
enabling  such  speculators,  traders,  and  manufac- 
tturers,  not  only  to  force  their  goods  upon  the  mar- 
ket immediately  after  their  arrival  in  the  cOOntry, 
but  to  vend  goods  manufactured  for  that  purpose, 
and  of  such  inferior  quality  that  no  regular  private 
side  of  them  could  be  effected,  are  two  of  the  prin- 
cipal causes  of  the  excessive  influx  of  foreign 
manufactures.  Nor  is  there  reason  to  hope  that 
the  evils,  of  which  these  causes  are  so  proline,  will 
cure  themselves.  The  state  of  Europe  being  sucl^ 
as  to  occasion  a  vast  surplus  of  manufactures,  it  ut 
inevitable  that  greater  loss  must  accrue  upon  that 
surplus  if  detained  at  home,  than  is  hazarded  fay 
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the  exportation  of  it  to  our  markets.  It  can  be 
sent  hither  upon  foreign  account,  with  the  follow- 
ing advantages : 

1st.  With  the  certainty  of  an  immediate  sale  by 
auction,  upon  condition  of  immediate  remittances; 
whereas  sale  at  home  would  have  been  impracti- 
cable, and  the  want  of  the  proceeds  would  probably 
have  been  ruinous. 

2d.  The  benefit  of  the  credit  upon  the  duties, 
realized  in  the  form  of  interest,  or  of  active  capital. 

3d.  The  verv  trifling  expenses  incurred  by  the 
transaction  of  business  in  this  manner,  compared 
with  those  which  are  unavoidable  to  a  regular 
mercantile  establishment. 

4  th.  The  animating  prospect  of  utterly  anni- 
hilating all  attempts  at  manufacmring  in  this 
country. 

These  circumstances,  even  should  every  regular 
American  importer  abandon  his  business,  are  suf- 
ficient to  cause  the  countrv,  for  years  to  come,  to 
be  inundated  and  oyer  whelmed  with  the  products 
of  foreign  industry. 

In  confirmation  of  this  statement,  your  memo- 
rialists beg  leave  to  add^  that,  in  tne  year  1818, 
goods  to  the  amount  of  fourteen  millions  of  dol- 
irs  were  sold  by  public  auction  in  this  city ;  and 
they  believe  that  the  whole  amount  of  such  sales 
in  the  United  States  was  not  less  than  thirty 
millions  of  dollars ;  and  that  the  amount  due  to 
the  Government  upon  bonds,  which  was  held  by 
importers  as  capital  for  their  ruinous  operations, 
was  not,  and  is  not  at  this  moment,  less  than 
twenty  millions  of  dollars.  But  for  this  credit 
upon  duties,  and  the  facility  of  these  sales  by  auc- 
tu>n,  it  can  scarcely  be  douoted  but  that  importa- 
tions would  be  restricted  within  reasonable  bounds, 
and  would  be  governed  by  the  fair  demands  of 
regular  business.  The  evils  flowing  from  these 
two  causes  are  common  to  the  trade  with  Europe, 
and  that  with  India  and  China.  A  vast  amount 
of  the  surplus  products  of  the  two  latter  countries 
is  annually  shipped  by  natives  and  others,  and 
sold  by  public  auction  in  our  markets,  and  the 
proceeds  returned  in  our  precious  metals.  The 
mcitements  to  this  trade,  so  confessedly  ruinous  to 
this  country,  are  precisely  the  same  as  those  which 
operate  upon  the  trade  with  Europe.  The  exist- 
ence of  a  vast  suri>lu8  of  manufactures,  the  bounty 
given  on  importations  by  the  credit  upon  imports 
ere,  the  certainty  of  immediate  sales  and  returns, 
are  temptations  which  it  -is  vain  to  hope  will  be 
resisted  or  diminished^  until  the  Legislature  shall 
interpose  its  authority. 

And  your  memorialists  are  convinced  that  any 
measures  which  should  go  to  remove  these  causes 
of  eyil  would  not  only  preserve  the  nation  from 
further  and  more  hopeless  embarrassment,  but 
would  afibrd  material  relief  to  the  commercial, 
agricultural,  and  manufacturing  interests  of  the 
country ;  nor  can  they  imagine  any  alleviation  of 
the  present  distress,  which  shall  not  extend  to 
these  several  branches  of  industry  and  enterprise. 
They  therefore  respectfully  pray  your  honorable 
body — 

1st.  To  abolish  credits  on  the  duties  accruing 
on  imports. 


2d.  To  impose  a  duty  of  ten  per  ce&t  upon  all 
foreign  and  domestic  goods  sola  by  auction,  witii 
the  exception  of  farming  stock  and  utensils,  goodi 
sold  under  execution  or  otherwise,  by  directioD  of 
courts  of  law  or  equity. 

And  in  consideration  of  the  sreat  importance 
of  protecting  the  cultivation  of  cottoo,  the  prin- 
cipal staple  of  the  country,  bjr  secoriog  to  it  a 
preference  in  foreign  markets,  and  shielding  it 
from  the  ruinous  fluctuations  incident  to  a  compe- 
tition with  the  overwhelming  quantiUes  and  infe- 
rior qualities  of  India  and  other  parts  of  the  vrorld ; 
as  also  in  consideration  of  the  great  importance  of 
affording  security  and  permaoeocy  to  tne  interests 
of  the  manufactories  of  cotton,  and  especially  of 
the  coarser  fabrics,  already  established  in  this 
country,  your  memorialists  farther  pray  that  Con- 
gress would  restrict  the  importation  of  cotton 
goods  to  such,  and  such  only,  as  have  been  mann* 
factured  wholly  from  the  raw  material  grown  in 
the  United  States,  and  to  increase  the  duties  on 
all  cottons  of  foreign  growth. 

Your  memorialists  lorbear  to  enter  into  any  de- 
tail, or  to  advance  any  further  arguments  in  sup- 
port of  what  they  deem  to  be  the  only  sound  policy 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States;  but 
they  re^)ectfully  beg  reference  to  two  important 
documents  emanating^  from  the  Government  on 
this  sbbiect,  viz : 

1st.  The  report  of  Alexander  Hamilton,  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  of  January,  1790. 

2d.  The  report  of'^the  Committee  on  Commerce 
and  Manufactures,  of  the  13tb  of  January  and 
the  6th  of  March,  1816 ;  which  the?  trust  will 
place  this  subject  in  its  proper  point  of  view. 

And  your  memorialists  further  respectfully  p«y 
that  such  alterations,  amendments,  and  increases 
the  tariff,  may  be  made,  as  Congress  in  their  wis- 
dom may  judge  best  calculated  to  encourage  me 
industry  of  the  people,  and  secure  to  the  nauon 
the  advantages  of  tneir  enterprise  and  labor. 

W.  FE  W,  PraukfU. 

Peter  H.  Sghenck,  )  o^^*,,.:^ 
JohnKHyub,       '5&cr«tef<«. 

December  16, 1819. 


REMONSTRANCE  AGAINST  AN  INCREASE 
OP  DUTIES  ON  IMPORTS. 

[Commnnicated  to  the  House,  January  3, 18S0.] 
To  the  Cangre$9  o/tks  UniUdSUUe$:  , 

The  remonstrance  of  the  Virginia  AgncwJ""^ 
Society  of  Fredericksburg  against  the  awmp 
now  making,  by  our  domestic  n«»»^«<^^"'SLjl 
their  friends,  to  increase  the  duties  »!>?"  *°^ 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  respectwiiy"? 
sents:  ^ 

That  it  is  the  indisputable  jight  of  eve^J^ 
people  to  petition  and  remonstrate,  eiiner  ^^  ^^^ 
ally  or  collectively,  not  only  agamst  etw  ^ 
actually  inflicted,  but  against  .such  also 
either  seriously  threatened  or  t^^^^^^'^mm 

That  hostility,  resulting  from  true  re^^ 
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principles,  to  partial  taxation,  exclusive  privileges, 
and  monopolies  created  by  law,  was  the  primary 
cause  of  our  glorious  and  ever  memorable  Revo- 
lution. 

That,  although  most  of  us  are  only  the  descen- 
dants of  those  patriots  who  achieved  that  Revolu- 
tion, by  the  lavish  expenditure  of  their  treasure 
and  their  blood,  yet  that  we  inherit  enough  of 
their  spirit  to  feel  equal  aversion  to  similar  oppres- 
sions ;  at  the  same  time,  we  confidently  trust  that 
neither  we,  nor  our  sods  after  us,  will  ever  be  found 
backward  or  reluctant  in  ofiering  up  at  the  shrine 
of  national  good  and  national  happmess  any  sacri- 
fices, however  great,  which  their  promotion  and 
preservation  may  obviously  and  necessarily  re- 
quire. But  we  have  been  taught  to  believe  that 
a  parental  Grovernment — a  Government  founded 
upon  the  immutable  and  sacred  principles  of  truth, 
justice,  and  liberty — if  she  required  sacrifices  at  all 
from  those  whom  she  is  so  solemnly  bound  to  pro- 
tect, would  make  them  such  as  should  operate 
equally  upon  every  member  of  the  community. 

That  we  view  with  great  concern,  both  na- 
tionally and  individually,  certain  late  attempts, 
on  the  part  of  various  descriptions  of  domestic 
manufacturers,  to  induce  your  honorable  body  to 
increase  the  duties  upon  imports,  already  so  high 
as  to  amount,  upon  many  articles,  nearly  to  a 
prohibition.  The  increased  cost  upon  some  of 
these  may  truly  be  designated  a  tax  upon  know- 
ledge, if  not  a  bounty  to  ignorance:  such,  for 
example,  as  the  duty  upon  books  in  foreign  lan- 
guages, and  upon  philosophical,  mathematical, 
su^ical,  and  chemical  instruments. 

That,  although,  these  attempts  are  sustained 
under  the  plausible  pretext  of  *'  promoting  national 
industry,''  they  are  calculated  (we  will  not  say  in 
dtsiffUj  but  certainly  in  tffed)  to  produce  a  tax 
highly  impolitic  in  its  nature,  partial  in  its  opera- 
tion, and  oppressive  in  its  effect ;  a  tax,  in  fact,  to 
be  levied  principally  on  the  great  body  of  agricul- 
turists, who  constitute  a  large  majority  of  the 
whole  American  people,  and  who  are  the  chief 
consumers  of  all  foreign  imports. 

That  such  a  tax  would  be  a  flagrant  violation 
of  the  soundest  and  most  important  principles  of 
politi<»l  economy,  amongst  which  we  deem  the 
following  to  be  incontrovertibly  true;  that,  as  the 
interests  of  dealers  and  consumers  necessarily  con- 
flict with  each  other,  the  first  always  aiming  to 
narrov9^  whilst  the  latter,  who  form  the  majority 
of  every  nation,  as  constantly  endeavor  to  enlargt 
competition  ;  bv  which  enlargement  alone  extrava- 
gant prices  and  exorbitant  profits  are  prevented,  it 
is  the  duty  of  every  wise  and  just  Government  to  se- 
cure the  consumers  against  both  exorbitant  profits 
and  extravagant  prices,  by  leaving  competition  as 
free  and  open  as  possible. 

That  in  this  way  alone  can  the  benefits  of  good 
government  be  equalized  among  the  various  orders 
and  classes  of  society,  the  prosperity  and  happi- 
ness of  which  depend  not  upon  immunities,  privi- 
legefiy  and  monopolies  granted  to  one  class  or  order 
at  the  expense  ot  another,  but  upon  the  unfettered 
exercise  of  talent,  skill,  and  industrv,  directed  and 
employed  in  whatever  manner,  ana  upon  whatso- 


ever objects  of  pursuit,  each  individual  may  seleet 
for  himself;  provided,  always,  that  such  objects 
be  not  incompatible  with  the  public  good  ;  for  so 
to  use  your  own  rights  as  not  to  injure  the  rights 
of  others,  is  not  less  the  dictate  of  common  sense 
and  common  honesty  than  it  is  a  cardinal  maxim 
of  all  legitimate  government. 

That  national  industry  is  best  promoted  by 
leaving  every  member  of  society  free  to  apply  his 
labor  and  his  knowledge  according  to  his  own 
choice,  exempt  from  all  restraints  but  such  as  the 
public  good  requires,  and  burdened  with  no  tax 
out  such  as  shall  be  both  impartial,  and  as  mod- 
erate as  the  exigencies  of  the  State  will  permit. 

That,  according  to  the  natural  progress  of  so- 
ciety in  every  country  favorably  situated  for  agri- 
culture, the  class  of  manufacturers  is  the  last  to 
spring  up;  but  that  it  will  necessarily  do  so^  as 
soon  as  either  the  natural  or  artificial  wants  of  the 
people  create  a  demand  for  their  labors. 

That  any  legislative  interference  to  force  either 
this  or  any  other  class  into  existence  by  the  strong 
arm  of  power,  exercised  in  levying  taxes  to  support 
the  forced  class,  contrary  to  tne  wishes  and  inter- 
ests of  the  other  members  of  the  community,  is 
not  only  bad  policy,  but  oppression ;  because  taxes 
of  any  kind,  to  oe  rightfully  levied,  should  be 
equal,  and  should  be  imposed,  not  for  the  emolu- 
ment of  any  one  portion  of  society  at  the  expense 
of  the  rest,  but  tor  the  support  of  Government 
alone. 

That  either  to  exclude  foreign  manufactures,  or 
to  tax  them  very  heavilj,  under  a  notion  of  im- 
proving those  of^domestic  fabric,  lessens  the  profits 
of  agriculture;  diminishes  the  public  revenue, 
either  by  augmenting  the  number  of  smugglers, 
or  by  enabling  the  domestic  manu&cturer  to  pocket 
that  sum  which  otherwise  would  go  into  the  pub- 
lic treasury,  under  the  form  of  an  import  duty; 
and  at  the  same  time  secures  to  him  the  power  of 
practising  upon  the  community  the  double  impo- 
sition of  deteriorating  his  goods,  and  selling  them 
at  a  higher  price ;  b^ause  that  competition  which 
constitutes  tne  obly  security  for  skill,  industry,  and 
moderate  prices,  is  either  entirely  removed,  or  so 
limited  as  not  to  be  felt. 

<*  That  all  free  trade,  of  whatever  description, 
mast  be  a  mutual  benefit  to  the  parties  engaged  in 
it,"  notwithstanding  the  profits  arising  therefrom 
may  be  somewhat  unequally  divided ;  because  by 
free  trade  alone  can  supply  and  demand  (the  two 
circumstances  upon  wnien  trade  of  every  kind 
depends,)  be  kept  nearly  eaual  to  each  other. 

"^  That,  instead  of  straggling  asainst  the  dictates 
of  reason  and  nature,  and  madly  attempting  to 
produce  every  thing  at  home,  countries  should 
study  to  direct  their  labors  to  those  departments 
of  industry  for  which  their  situation  and  circum- 
stances are  best  adapted." 

*'  That  the  use  of  capital  should  be  left,  as  much 
as  possible,  to  the  care  of  those  to  whona  it  be- 
longs ;  because  they  will  be  most  li  kely  to  discover 
in  what  line  it  can  be  employed  to  the  greatest 
advantage." 

And  that  the  best  regulated  and  happiest  com- 
munities are  those  wherein  all  the  various  trades, 
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professions,  and  callings,  enjoy  equal  rights,  and 
contribute  equally  to  the  necessary  support  of  their 
common  Government ;  but  that  if  any  one  should 
be  thought  to  have  superior  claims  to  the  fostering 
care  of  the  National  L^islature.  it  should  be  'Uhe 
tillerfiof  the  earth— the  tountain-neadof  all  wealth, 
of  all  power,  and  of  all  prosperity." 

The  sagacious  and  patriotic  Franklin  has  said 
(and  we  believe  he  never  uttered  a  better  or  wiser 
remark)  "  that  most  of  the  statutes  or  acts,  edicts, 
arrets,  and  placards,  of  parliaments,  princes,  ana 
States,  for  regulating,  directing,  or  restraining 
Uade,  have,  we  think,  been  either  political  blun- 
ders, or  jobs  obtained  by  artful  men  for  [»ivate 
advantage,  under  pretence  of  public  good." 

Your  petitioners  have  thus  freely,  but  respect- 
lully,  endeavored  to  represent  to  your  honorable 
body  their  views  of  a  policy  which  you  are  so  im- 
portunately ur^ed  to  adopt,  but  upon  which  we 
should  have  said  noU>ing,  having  aue  confidence 
.bplh  in  ypur  willingpe^s  and  ability  to  protect  the 

fpreat  landed  interests  of  our  country,  had  we  not 
een  apprehensive  that  silence  mi^t  possibly  be 
construed  into  consent,  if  all  who  are  attached  to 
those  interests  had  forborne  to  speak,  when  so 
clamoroui^iy  and  powerfully  nssaiUd.  To  guard 
againtft  the  poasibility  of  misapprehension,  we  take 
ttus  occasion  to  say,  that  we  are  incapable  of  feel- 
ing any  ;hing  like  enmity  towards  either  manu- 
facturers or  anv  other  useful  description  of  our 
fellow-citizens,  but  heartily  wish  them  all  the  snc- 
cess  to  which  their  skill  and  industry  may  entitle 
th/em,  in  whatsoever  way  applied ;  provided,  al- 
prays,  th^t  such  application  be  not  made  at  our 
riftk,  and  continued  at  our  cost  We  will  go  fur- 
ther, and  pledge  ourselves  to  prefer  whatever  they 
may  manufacture^  at  any  time  that  they  will  make 
|he  price  and  the  quality  the  same  with  the  quality 
.  and  price  of  simitar  articles  of  foreign  fabric.  To 
give  more  for  any  article  simply  because  it  is  made 
Mi  home  nifty  sjuit  the  feelings  of  political  enthu- 
ifi;^m.  bjut  it  can  never  promote  the  interests  either 
of  individuals  or  of  nations.  To  buv  as  cheap  as 
.you  cani  no  matter  where,  and  to  sell  as  dear,  is 
Ine  maxim  which  should. regulate  the  commerce 
of  both ;  for  if  competition  to  left  free,  neither  can 
..be  e»>rbi^nt  in  tbeir  demands.  We  ask  no  tax 
.upon  mi^nufaofuic^s  for  our  benefit ;  neither  do  we 
desire  apy  thin|f  of  Government  to  enable  us  to 
qultivfi^te  the. soil  .as  profitably  as  we  could  wish, 
j);^t  to  lefive  us  free^.^o  far  as  it  depends  on  .them, 
,to  parry  our  products  to  the  best  market  we  can 
find,  and  to  purchase  wiiat  we  want  in  xeturn,  on 
tbe  b^t  terms  we  can,  either  at  home  or  fibroad. 
We  will  ever  support  the  Governmoit  of  our 
choice  in  all  Just  and  rightful  undertaking!*,  both 
with  our. fortunes  and  our  lives;  but  we  wul  never 
voUintarily  contri.h^te  to  maintain  either  manu- 
facturers, or  any  other  class  of  citizens,  by  the 
paytnent  of  unequal  and  partial  taxes,  by  award- 
ing to  them  exclusive  privileges,  or  by  sustaining 
them  in  the  enjoyment  of  oppressive  monopolies, 
which  are  ultimately  to  grind  both  us  and  our 
children  after  us  "  into  dust  and  ashes." 
AU  which  is  respectAiUy  submitted* 

JAS.  M.  QARNSTT.  Pm't. 


PAYMENT  OF  DUTIES  IN  CASH. 

[Communicated  to  the  House,  Jannary  5,  1830.] 

To  the  Jumarabk  the  Senate  and  House  of  Mmt- 
eentatives  of  the  Vniied  States  of  America  in  Con- 
gress  assembled : 

The  memorial  and  petition  of  the  undersigned, 
merchants  and  citizens  of  Baltimore^  respecaully 
shqweth,  that  they,  with  their  fellow-citizens  g^en- 
erally,  beins  seriously  afiected  by,  and  deeply  im- 
press^i  witn  a  sense  of,  the  pecuniary  embarrass- 
ment which  prevails  in  every  section  of  the  coun- 
try, beg  leave  to  submit  to  the  superior  wisdom  of 
Congress  what  appears  to  them  as  bong  among 
the  prominent  exciting  and  mwtaining  causes  of 
the  present  distress,  and  respectfully  to  petition  for 
a  modification,  wnich  they  are  tally  pecsuaded 
Would  afford  very  considerable,  if  not  entire  relief. 

The  very  libend  policy  which  has  been  pursued 
by  the  American  Gk>vernment  in  rdalion  to  com- 
merce, and  particularly  in  regard  to  the  coJiectioo 
of  the  duties  on  imported  metchandiae^  appears  to 
your  memorialists  to  have  cavsed  the  accumnla- 
tion  of  a  stock  of  foreign  goods,  not  only  in  the 
seaport  towns,  but  also  throughout  every  part  of 
the  interior  of  our  country,  considerably  above  its 
necessary  consumption,  or  the  means  of  imme- 
diate payment. 

The  heavy  stocks  thus  accumulated,  appear,  in 
some  measure,  and  in  several  descriptions  of  mer- 
chandise, to  be  kept  up  by  tlie  extended  credits  on 
which  these  articles  may  be  obtained  in  Europe, 
but  more  particularly  by  the  inviting  convenience 
of  the  liberal  credits  given  by  the  Government 
here  for  the  pavment  of  the  duties  on  impcvtaUon, 
which  not  only  encourages  the  American  mer- 
chants to  project  a  scale  of  trade  fully  equal  to 
our  means  of  remittance,  in  the  produce  of  our 
land  and  labor,  taken  from  us  by  foreign  countries, 
but  also  holds  out  the  stronger  inducement  for  for- 
eign housei  to  press  into  the  country  Isrgt  nddi- 
tional  supplies  on  their  own  account,  which,  if  it 
ever  were  desirable,  in  the  more  iniant  state  of  the 
commerce  of  this  country,  to  encourage  the  n^  of 
foreign  capital  to  aid  the  import  trade,  Four  me- 
morialists apprehend  that  the  period  lias  now 
arrived  whicn  renders  suoh  a  .policy  rather  an 
evil  than  a  benefit.  The  wealtn  thus  acquired 
out  of  American  industry  by  transient  merchants, 
or  for  foreign  account,  goiendly,  in  the  end,  leaves 
the  country;  while,  in  the  progress  of  this  trade, 
their  operations  oppress  it  with  deU^  and  create  a 
constant  demand  upon  it  for  specie.  In  the  mean 
time  a  considerable  amount  of  American  capital, 
for  want  of  employment,  has  been  drawn  into 
various  unnatural  chaancds;  among  others,  yoor 
memorialists  beg  leave  to  notice  the  fittios  out  oi 
vessels  for  the  purpose  of  prosecuting,  under  for- 
eign colony  illicit  privateering  and  piracy,  and  for 
engaging  m  the  cruel  and  unnatural  traffic  to 
Azrica  for  slaves ;  to  the  great  demoralizing  tea- 
dency  upon  the  mariners  of  our  country,  wm>  are 
thus  employed  to  execute  crimes  which  ongiasie  in 
the  secret  forebodings  and  projects  of  othcn  resid- 
ing among  us. 
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A  laige  amount  of  Americaa  capital,  employed 
by  some  of  the  most  respectable  bouses  hitherto 
engaged  in  the  import  trade,  has  also  been  forced 
out  01  it,  by  the  superior  advantaffes  and  obvious 
rirabhip  ot  those  who  work  on  foreign  account, 
in  the  Tanous  refinements  which  lake  place  be- 
tween owner  and  agent,  in  regard  to  the  original 
cost  on  which  duties  are  paid. 

In  addition  to  what  would  be  the  demand  lor 
foreign  merchandise,  under  a  wholesome  operation 
of  trade,  your  memorialists  be^  leave  to  suggest 
that  importations  of  goods,  obtamed  on  credit  in  a 
foreijgn  market,  thus  paying  a. duty,  on  an  extended 
credit  here,  have  been  effected  to  a  very  considera- 
ble ezi^it,  with  the  exclusive  design  of  raiaina 
funds  for  other  objects.  Large  consignments  of 
merchandise  are  silao  made,  by  foreign  houses  to 
their  agents  and  others  residing  in  this  country, 
upon  the  information  taken  from  American  orders 
and  commissions,  after  the  American  merchants 
had  given  these  orders,  to  the  full  extent  that  it 
was  safe  and  proper  to  be  done:  and  many  of  the 
goods,  fJbns  ioiported^  being  sold  at.  public  audioD 
lor  cm,  affiird  to  the  fi»eign  omrner  the  use  of 
capital  «qpal  to  the  amount  .and  ercdit  on  the 
duties. 

Voyai^  have  likewise  been  executed  to  and 
from  the  West  Indies,  first  by  pucchasinga  cargo 
in  this  country  on  extended  credit,  with  a  view  of 
realizitt^  the  return  cargo,  in.  cash,  before  the  credit 
en  the  fist  or  the  credit  on  the  duties  would  expire. 

A  cargo  of  teas,  arriving  in  this  country,  to  a 
favorable  market,  and  imio^iately  sold,  will  fur- 
nish the  means,  both  as  to  time  and  amount  for 
a  new  voyage,  of  equal  value,  by  the  credit  alone 
which  is  allowed  for  the  payment  of  the  duties, 
without  the  aid  of  an)r  other  capital.  A  cargo  of 
West  India  qjirits,  arriving,  and  bein|^  sold,  uiMier 
the  same  circumstances,  will  furnish,  m  likerman- 
ner,  the  means  of  two  subsequent  voyu[es,  the 
second  double  the  amount  of  .the  firsts  buore  the 
expiration  of  the  credit  on  the  duties. 

The  aocoounodation  of  a  long  credit,  on.  the 
very  heavy  duties  now  payable  on  nearly  all  im- 
Mted  merchandise,  but  -morecniepially  on  teas, 
loreign  spirits,  wines,  sugars,; coffee,  and  foreign 
manufactured  goods,  by  eonstitnting  a  considera- 
hle  part  of  the  price  for  which  they  are  sold  in 
this  market,  thus  forms  a  proouBent  ccmaideration 
in  the  oemmercial  object  of  some  merohants,  under 
particuUur  cireomsSances,  without  any  regard  to 
tibue  evil  conaequeaoes,  both  public  and  private, 
which  alteod  thctr.cipenttioBs.  .  If  the  rate  of  duties 
were  inercaaed  to  dbubie  theii  preaent  pimonnt,  pav- 
abJe  on  the  same  term  of  credit,  the  defect  in  ine 
policy  of  ipiving  a  long,  credit  on.  heavy,  duties 
would  be  rcndersd  :Still  more  obvious,  by  a  ^[reat 
enlargement  of  unsound  commercial  operations, 
with  an  equal  ineiease  of  nil  the  other  evils  which 
attend  tbe  present  system. 

In  thb.state  of  commerciaL  existence,  your  me^ 
morialista.beg  leave  further  to. suggest  that  the 
immense  overstock  of  foreign  meroJQAudise,  thus, 
in  some  measure,  forced  into  the  country,  soon  be- 
comes jneased,  from  the  superabundance,  into  the 
interior—- generally  on  extended  cieditB. 


The  merchants  of  the  interior  are  thereby  ena- 
bled to  offer  their  merchandise  on  the  same  or 
more  alluring  credits,  almost  at  the  door  of  every 
consumer;  while  the  consumers  too  often,  in  re- 
turn, relaxing  in  their  industry,  and  neelecting  to 
improve  the  advantages  wbicn  nature  has  placed 
around  them,  continue  to  supply  themselves  out 
of  the  foreign  stock,  until  debt  and  embarrassment 
have  arrested  the  procedure.  Your  memorialists 
are  aware  that  the  late  excessive  and  fictitious 
banking  operations  contributed  greatly  to  delude 
the  American  community;  and  that  goods  of 
domestic  fabric,  when  offered  in  excessive  quanti- 
ties, and  on  immoderate  credits,  would  also  have 
a  tendency  to  impair  industry  amongst  the  con- 
sumers, fiut  it  mubt  appear  equally  phvious  that 
a  fair  demand  would  exhilarate  manufacturing 
industry,  and  that,  in  the  same  commonwealth, 
an  equilibrium  must  ^oon  take  place.  But  the 
wide  difference  between. the  policy  which  invites 
the.  expenditure  of  ^wealth,  even  upon  luxuries, 
:prodRced  from. the  industrious  labor  of  our  own 
country,  and  the  policy  which  invites  to  the  i^- 
pendilur?  of  the  same  wealth  upon  luxuries  of  for- 
eign, origin,  thus  supporting  foreijgn  industry  and 
nefflepting  domestic,  ^ our  meinoriaUsts  apprehend 
to  oe  worthy  of  a  p^uliar  consideration. 

From  the  practice  and  habit  of  using  foreign 
«)ods  in  such  abundance,  your  ^memorialists  fur- 
ther apprehend  that  an  unwarrantable  pr^udice 
has  been  created  in  favor  of  them,  to  the  great 
moral  ii\iury  of  the  American  community,  who 
are  now  disposed  to  consider  many  of  those,  arti- 
cles not  only  as  matters  of  convenience  and  coni- 
fort,  but  aUo  as  the  test  of  importance  among  their 
fellow-citizens.  The  expensive  wooUen,  cotton, 
and  linen  fabrics  of  Great  Britain  and  Irehmd; 
the  cosily  silks  of  China,  France,  and  Italy ;  the 
coff4^,  sugar,  and  teas  of  the  Indies^  the  extrava- 
gant wines  of  ^iadetra,  dec*  are,  from  an  acquired 
:ta8te,  producing,  a  ?itipted  standard  of  public  opin- 
ion, considered  essential  for  the  table,  and  for  the 
apparel  of  a  respectable  family  in  the. American 
community,  and  constitute  a  very  consideratie 
part  of  their  cpps«ii|iptV>9  and  expenditure.  If  the 
amount  annually  paid  for  the  excessive  propor- 
tions of  these  luxuries  was,  only  for  a  few  vears, 
saved  to  the  country,  your  memorialists  feel  con- 
fident that  the  United  States  would  be  placed,  on 
the  -scale  of  independ^t  prosperity,  above  the 
rivalsbip  of  any  .other  people:  out  as  the  natural 
consequence  of  an  import  trade  greatly  overdone, 
from  the  causes  which  yqur  memorialists  have 
had  the  honor  to  suggest,  the  interior  of  the  coun- 
try now  stands  laiigely  indebted  to  the  merchants 
or  the  seaport  towns,  while  the  latter  are  scarcely 
less  in  debt  to  foreign  countries ;  and  to  meet  the 
balance,  of  trade  tluis  created  against  us,  or,  with 
a  view  to  newamportations,  after  the  produce  of 
the.  country  is  taken  abroad  to  tbe  extent  of  the 
present  demand  for  it,  theyare  engaged  in oc^ect- 
ing  and  exporting  a  part  of  the  small  quantity  of 
specie  remaining  in  me  country,  which  it  is  now 
manifest  would  have  been  carried  out.  to  a  greater 
extent  but  for  the  extensive  sales  and  hypotheca- 
tion of  American  stocks  in.  £l^gland  since  the  late 
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war,  contributing  hitherto  to  keep  down  the  pre- 
mium on  exchange,  and  retaining,  for  the  time 
being,  the  specie  in  the  country,  but  still  leaving 
the  nation,  to  an  equal  amount,  in  deht  for  future 
settlement. 

Your  memorialists,  therefore,  with  a  view  to 
sound  national  policy,  by  raising  an  additional  bar- 
rier to  the  excessive  importation  of  foreign  goods 
above  our  means  of  payment ;  with  a  view  to  a 
more  equal  and  correct  payment  of  the  duties; 
with  a  view  to  check  the  inordinate  preference 
given  to  foreign  productions,  by  bringinjB^  those  of 
our  own  country  more  into  use ;  with  a  view  to  im- 
prove the  condition  of  commerce,  by  coercing  trade 
more  into  operations  for  cash,  or  on  shorter  credits ; 
with  a  view  to  secure  to  the  resident  American  mer- 
chant, and  thus  to  the  country,  the  profits  growing 
outof  American  trade ;  with  a  view  to  turn  the  bal- 
ance of  trade  as  much  as  possible  in  our  favor,  and 
thereby  to  bring  back  a  ix)rtion  of  the  precious 
metals;  and,  finally,  but  still  with  a  view  of  leav- 
ing commerce  free,  for  the  employment  •f  Ameri- 
can capital,  in  all  articles  which  the  country  may 
require,  and  can  afibrd  to  consume,  whether  as 
matters  of  necessity,  convenience,  or  objects  of 
taste  and  fancy — ^with  these  views  and  designs, 
your  memorialists  respectfully  pray  that  the  duties 
on  all  foreign  goods,  wares,  ana  merchandise,  im- 
ported into  the  United  States,  may  be  made  paya- 
ole  in  cash ;  or,  if  the  goods  are  put  into  the  pub- 
lic stores,  that  the  duties  may  be  made  to  bear  an 
interest  from  the  date  of  one  month  aAer  the  entry 
of  the  vessel  in  which  they  may  be  imported. 

And,  under  the  influence  of  a  sense  of  justice, 
actuated  by  feelings  of  humanity,  and  with  a 
high  regard  for  the  reputation  or  their  country, 
and  particularly  for  the  city  in  which  they  reside, 
your  memorialists  further  pray  that  effectual  mea- 
sures may  be  taken  to  arrest  the  practice,  which, 
it  is  apprehended,  still  prevails  to  a  considerable 
extent)  of  employing  American  vessels  and  Ameri- 
can mariners,  under  foreign  colors,  in  unlawful 
privateering  and  piracy,  as  well  as  in  the  African 
sUve  trade. 

WM.  PATTERSON,  and  dhsrs. 

Baltimore,  December  20, 1819. 


OBJECTIONS  TO  THE  CASH  PAYMENT  OF 

DUTIES,  &o. 

[Communicated  to  the  House,  Janasry  6,  1880.] 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent' 
atives  of  the  United  States  of  AmeneOf  m  Con' 
gress  assembled  .• 

The  memorial  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
the  city  of  New  York  respectfully  showeth,  that 
your  memorialists  have  been  informed  that  pe- 
titions are  about  to  be  laid  before  your  honorable 
body,  from  this  city  and  elsewhere,  praying  that  a 
law  be  passed  altering  the  system  of  collecting  the 
revenue  in  such  manner  as  to  make  the  duties 
payable  in  cash,  in  place  of  allowing,  according 
to  the  established  practice,  a  credit  on  bonds;  the 


nature  and  consequences  of  the  proposed  change, 
so  interesting  to  all  those  concerned  in  the  fore^ 
commerce  of  the  United  States,  yoar  memorialists 
will  respectfully  attempt  to  point  out  to  the  Legis- 
lature of  their  country. 

The  present  system  of  collecting'  dudes  formed 
a  part  of  the  first  revenue  laws  of  the  United 
States :  it  was  proposed  thirty  years  ago  by  one  of 
the  ablest  financiers  of  which  this  coaDtry  can 
boast,  was  adopted  after  the  matarest  considera- 
tion, and  has  since  been  many  times  attenuVeJy 
re-examined ;  laws  and  regulations  to  enforce  it, 
and  to  preserve  the  rights  of  the  Government, 
have  been  carefully  devised;  and  it  may  with 
safety  be  said,  that  m  no  country  whatever  have 
the  imposts  been  collected  with  smaller  losses  or 
at  a  less  expense ;  and,  even  of  the  small  losses 
which  have  accrued,  it  is  well  known  that  a  part 
has  been  owing  to  tne  want  of  yisilance  and  at- 
tention of  the  officers  intrusted  with  the  collection 
of  the  duties. 

From  the  eonunencement  of  the  present  Gov- 
ernment, the  existing  system  of  coUecting  the  du- 
ties has  confessedly  been  in  successfui  operation; 
the  commerce  and  agriculture  of  the  country  have 
been  fostered  by  it,  and  under  its  influence  the 
United  States  have  advanced  to  wealth  with  a 
celerity  beyond  example,  and  have,  in  a  great  de- 
g^ree,  by  the  activity  of  commercial  and  other  na- 
tional interests,  stimulated  and  sappoited  by  this 
judicious  system,  risen  from  a  state  of  infant  fee- 
bleness to  a  maturity  of  strength  and  power. 
During  this  long  period,  this  system  has  become 
interwoven  and  intimately  connected  with  every 
interest  of  the  community ;  it  has  been  universally 
acquiesced  in,  and  has  scarcely  had  to  encounter 
even  a  censure ;  but  now  the  National  Legi^ture 
are  called  upon  to  change  laws  of  acknowledged 
excellence,  whose  utility  has  been  sanccion«l  by 
the  experience  of  thirty  years,  and  to  substitute 
others  altogedier  new,  and  of  cmcertain  operation 
and  effect. 

Glreat  and  sadden  alterations  of  the  commercial 
laws  of  a  country  ought  not  to  be  made,  unless 
evils  of  maffnitude  can  clearly  be  pointed  out  in 
the  existing  mws,  or  great  benefits  can  be  proved 
to  accrue  from  the  proposed  changes.  The  rea- 
sons ur^ed  against  the  present  system  of  collect- 
ing duties  are,  that  it  tends  to  encoorage  over- 
trading, and  to  inundate  the  country  with  focosn 
ffoods.  These  are,  in  part,  true ;  for  a  credit  on  me 
first  cost,  or  on  the  expenses  of  importing  goods^ 
will  increase  the  quantity  imported,  and  of  course 
lessen  the  profits;  the  importer  will  sell  lower, 
and  the  consumer  buy  cheaper ;  and  as  it  operates 
by  increasing  a  oomj^tition,  the  smallest  possible 
profit  on  the  trade  will  be  charged,  and  in  maoy 
instances  it  will  even  be  carried  on  at  a  positire  ioe. 
But  this  cannot  long  endure ;  commerce  will  in  this 
branch,  as  in  every  other,  regulate  itself,  and  will  not 
continue  to  be  carried  on  without  producing  some 
profit  on  the  capital  employed.  The  influx  of  eoods 
into  the  Unitnl  Stales  is,  however  a ttribaiaafe  to 
other  causes ;  the  great  increase  of  British  mana- 
factures  and  the  decrease  of  their  markets  (other 
nations  in  time  of  peace  manufiurtming  for  them- 
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selves,)  will  nrack  more  satisfactorily  aceouot 
for  tlie  surplus  of  foreign  manafactored  goods  in 
this  eoantry.  Bat  there  is  another  cause  for  the 
accumulation  of  foreign  manofactores  here,  and 
one  which  may  fairly  be  hailed  as  an  evidence  of 
retoming  health  in  the  body  politic,  because  it 
proves  that  we  are  recommencing  habits  of  econ- 
omy and  indaatrv.  By  the  late  Treasury  report, 
it  appean  that  tne  amount  of  ^oods  imported  is 
much  reduced ;  taking  this  fact  m  connexion  with 
the  assertions  made  to  your  honorable  body  firom 
various  sources,  that  we  are  deluged  with  toreign 
fabrics,  mad  the  inference,  not  that  we  have  im- 
ported more,  but  that  we  have  consumed  less,  is 
uresistiUe. 

Another  reason  urged  ag^ainst  credits  on  duties 
is,  that  it  furnishes  a  capital  for  the  merchant 
equal  to  the  whole  amount  of  duties  bonded. 
This  isabo  true,  buttoa  certain  degree  only :  so  far 
as  the  importer  of  goods  receives  back  from  the 
buyer  or  consumer  the  duties  for  which  he  has 
hooded  before  the  bonds  have  been  paid,  it  becomes 
to  him  an  additional  capital.  In  the  China  and 
India  trade,  the  capital  tnus  raised  out  of  duties  is 
sometimes  very  lai^  but  in  all  tbe  other  branches 
of  the  foreign  commerce  of  the  United  States  the 
reverse  is  true ;  and  it  is  asserted,  wAhout  fear  of 
contradiction,  that  the  duties  are  paid  to  the  Gov* 
emment,  on  an  averajre,  before  they  are  received 
from  the  consumer.  But  in  those  cases  where  the 
duties  operate  to  increase  the  capital  of  the  import- 
er, what  is  the  conse^vettce  ?  It  may  benefit  him ; 
it  certainly  docs  promote  the  interest  of  the  com- 
munity ;  as  the  amount  of  capital  is  increased,  tbe 
profit  on  capital  is  diminished :  the  merchant  gives 
more  to  the  agriculturist  for  nis  productions,  and 
sells  him  his  supplies  at  a  lower  price. 

Your  memorialists  respectfully  solicit  the  atten- 
tion of  Conmss  to  some  of  the  consequences  of 
the  proposed  recommendation,  that  the  ]Niymentof 
the  duties  on  floods  should  be  in  cash,  at  the  time 
of  their  arfivu. 

Suppose  such  a  law  passed  and  rigidly  carried 
into  effect :  at  any  time  when  it  commenees,  the 
prospective  payments  into  the  Treasury  from  bonds 
tor  twehne  months  would  amount  to  about  twenty 
millions  of  dollars ;  the  amoant  of  duties  accruing 
doriiig  the  same  period,  and  p^ynble  in  cash,  may 
be  stated  at  about  eighteen  millions ;  the  contn- 
bntions  of  the  community  would  dins  be  nearly 
doubled,  and  the  payments  of  two  years  brought 
into  one.  Is  any  community,  it  may  faiiiy  be 
asked,  able  to  bear  an  addition  to  heavy  duties  of 
ninety  per  cent  in  one  year  ?  and  if  such  an  addi- 
tion could  be  colleeted.  the  inquiry  is  of  immense 
importance,  what  would  be  the  consequence  to  the 
unnmercial,  agricultural^  and  manulaetutiag  in- 
Derests  of  the  coimtry,  of  withdimwing  so  great  a 
proportion  of  actual  capital  from  those  pursuits, 
fcnd  placing  it  in  the  hands  of  die  Treasurer  ?  It 
is  no  less  important  to  inquire  what  would  be  the 
»aseqnence  to  our  numerous  and  respectable  State 
nnks,  of  disturbing,  and  perhaps  withdrawing 
Tom  them  so  great  a  proportion  of  their  deposites. 
md  placini^  them  in  the  vaults  of  another  moneyed 
nstitntion? 
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But  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  cannot  supposlsi, 
for  a  moment,  that  a  law  will  be  enacted  ngidly 
enforcing  the  payment  of  duties  in  cash  on  the 
arrival  of  the  goods,  or  that,  if  enacted,  it  coilU 
possibly  be  carried  into  effect.  A  new  law  must 
provide  for  a  ^reat  number  of  contingent  cases: 
when  goods  arrive,  some  consignees  may  be  absent, 
some  may  be  dead,  some  have  become  bankrupt^ 
some  refuse  to  receive  the  consignment;  some 
parcels  of  goods  may  be  without  invoices,  others 
damaged  \  a  malignant  sickness  prevailiitt  in  a  port 
may  prevent  any  consignee  from  enteringhis  goods. 
These  cases  will  show  the  absolute  necessity  of 
warehouses  being  provided  by  the  collectors,  to 
receive  such  goods  as  are  not  entered,  and  of  ap* 
pointing  a  time  by  law  when,  if  not  entered  and 
the  duties  paid,  tfaiey  shall  be  sold.  Bo  many  eK^- 
ceptions  will  become  neeessiry  in  the  operations 
or  the  law.  that  the  new  system,  instead  of  being 
for  the  collection  of  duties  in  ca^  on  the  anivtd 
of  the  goods,  will  really  be  for  the  colWcCion  t£ 
duties  on  goods  after  thc^  have  been  stored ;  thus^ 
as  to  a  credit  on  the  dutso,  the  old  and  new  sys» 
tems  will  am>roximate-*-the  seontity  for  duties  on 
the  former,  bonds  with  surety,  and,  on  the  lattn^ 
the  goods  tliemselvcs.  If  there  is  any  advantage 
to  the  (Government  in  thischange^  it  will  be  gained 
by  the  introduction  of  serious  evib  and  disadvan- 
tages ;  the  charges  of  collection  will  be  enomiotisiy 
enhanced,  and  the  number  of  officers  gveally  in- 
creased. Individuals  will  be  subjected  to  addi- 
tional expenses,  to  new  and  vexatious  regulations 
at  the  custom-houses^  together  with  delays  in  busi*- 
nesB,  and  injury  to  the  goods  stored.  Although 
the  expense  and  inconvenience  of  storing  goods 
be  very  great,  still  the  circumstances  of  many 
merchants  would  make  it  necessary  to  submit  to 
them ;  others,  more  wealthy,  would  be  able  to  pay 
the  duties  on  arrival,  and  thereby  avoid  those  in- 
conveniences ;  in  this  class  will  be  found  the  for- 
eign agent,  who  will  be  furnished  with  funds  by 
drawing  on  his  principal  at  home,  or  his  ftidtot 
here;  thus  the  tendency  of  the  system  will  be  to 
create  and  sustain  a  monopoly  in  the  hahds  of 
foreign  and  other  capitalists,  atul  to opprenand 
bear  down  that  class  whose  modemte  means  and 
0Deat  industry  strengthen  and  invigorate  the  best 
interests  of  the  commnnily* 

The  efOeot  of  the  pmposed  measure  on  the  rev- 
enue c^  the  country  cannot  fail,  in  the  opinjon  of 
your  memorialists,  to  be  seriously  emhansassmg  to 
the  Qovernment.  The  payment  (fef  duties  hi  cash, 
or  a  charge  of  interest  fmn  the  anival  of  the 


goods  until  the  duties  are  paid,  will,  it  iB  tsue^  be 
equal  to  an  additional  duty  (tf  about  five  per  cent ; 
but  still,  a  change  from  a  system  well  undeistdod, 
to  one  whose  operations  are  unknown  and  uncer- 
tain, will  alarm  the  timid,  and  increase  the  caution 
of  toe  prudent  merchant,  and,  until  all  its- conse- 
quences are  developed,  will  have  a  tendency  ^eatly 
to  restrain  and  limit  tne  commeivial  operatAons  of 
the  country,  and  proportionably  lessen  the  duties 
on  importations ;  and  the  Treasury^  after  the  first 
year,  will  have  parted  with  a  fund  in  bonds  equal 
at  all  times  to  about  twenty  millions  of  dollars, 
payable  within  twelve  months^  and  which  woulu 
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alwa^rs  prove  a  solid  resource  in  case  of  a  war 
with  a  maritime  nation. 

Your  memorialists  feel  a  deep  solicitude  on  this 
subject,  and  are  earnestly  desirous  that  the  National 
Legislature  may  see  that  the  difficulties  to  which 
the  commerce  of  this  countrr  has  been  exposed 
have  arisen  out  of  the  great  cnanges  which  have 
taken  place  in  the  state  of  the  world  some  years 
past,  and  that  our  sufferings  have  been  in  common 
with  other  nations:  that  the  evib  complained  of 
will  naturally  re^fulate  themselves;  and  that  to 
attempt  to  remove  them  by  changing  the  estab- 
lished system  of  the  country,  and  introducing  new 
laws  making  duties  payable  in  cash,  will  be  equally 
unavailing  and  injurious. 

The  Chamber  of  Commerce,  having  thus  taken 
the  liberty  respectfully  to  express  their  sentiments 
on  one  great  national  question,  hope  it  will  not  be 
considered  presumptuous  if  they  introduce  another 
important  subject  to  the  attention  of  your  honor- 
able body.  Memorials  from  this  citv  and  else- 
where will,  it  is  understood,  be  laid  oefore  Con- 
ffressj  recommending  that  a  duty  of  ten  per  cent 
be  laid  on  all  sales  at  auction.  This,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  your  memorialists,  is  eouivalent  to  recom- 
meadiuff  a  law  prohibiting  all  sales  at  auction. 
The  policy  of  regulating,  and  the  impolicy  of  pro- 
hibiting sales  at  auction,  seem  to  be  equally  clear 
and  certain. 

A  considerable  portion  of  the  goods  sold  at  auc- 
tion in  the  United  States  are  on  account  of  for- 
eigners, who  ship  them  direct  to  the  auctioneer,  or 
to  agents  who  place  them  in  his  hands;  thus  avoid* 
ing  the  expense  of  warehouses,  stores  and  other 
parts  of  a  mercantile  establishment,  to  which  mer- 
chants in  a  rwnlar  line  of  business  are  subjected. 
80  many  goods  are  sold  at  auction  as  to  regulate 
the  prices  of  those  sold  at  private  sale,  the  importer, 
therefore,  who  intends  to  sell  at  private  sale,  must 
sell  about  as  low  as  the  auction  prices,  and  be  sub- 
jected to  the  usual  expenses  of  a  mercantile  estab- 
lishment To  place  tnese  classes  of  merchants  on 
an  equality,  a  moderate  duty  on  sales  at  auction 
would  seem  to  be  necessary. 

Yourmemorialists,  therefore,  respectfully  recom- 
mend to  your  honorable  body  to  pass  a  law  layine 
a  duty  of  two  and  a  half  per  cent  on  all  goods  sold 
at  auction  in  original  packages,  and  of  five  per 
cent,  on  all  other  goods  sold  at  auction,  with  the 
exception  of  the  property  of  bankrupts  or  insolvents 
assigned  fat  the  benefit  of  their  creditors,  the  prop- 
erty of  deceased  persons,  goods  sold  by  process  of 
law,  and  goods  damaged  at  sea  and  sold  for  the 
benefit  of  the  owners  or  insurers.  And  your,  dbc. 

WM.  BAYARD,  Pre$ideiU. 

JoBif  PiiiTARD,  Secntary. 


PROTECTION  TO  MANUFACTURES. 

[Oommuntested  to  the  Senate,  Janaary  10,  18S0.] 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepreaen- 
iatioet  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress 
assembudf 
The  memorial  of  citizens  of  Middletown  and  its 

f  icinity,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  respectfully 


repref«nts :  That  your  memoiialiilB,  viewing  tke 
success  of  American  manufactures  as  an  object  of 
mat  national  importance,  earnestly  hope  Uiat  such 
duty  may  be  imposed  upon  imported  fiu>ncs(fflofe 
especially  those  of  wool  and  conon)  as  shall  be 
adequate  to  protect  our  own  from  a  rainous  com- 
petition. All  wise  nations,  even  those  vrho  from 
selfish  motives  would  dissuade  us  from  foUowin^ 
their  example,  have  strenuously  exteoded  this 
species  of  protection  to  their  msBufaetores. 

Most  or  your  memorialisrs  have  no  personaJ  in- 
terest in  manufacturing  estaUishmeats.  They 
are  influenced  solely  by  a  wish  to  promote  the 
cause  of  their  country  against  foteign  natioos-a 
cause  in  which  are  involred  the  prosperity  and 
happiness  of  aU  the  difierent  seclbns  of  these 
United  Suites  in  which  the  cotton  footers  of  the 
South,  and  still  more  obviously  the  inhabitanuof 
the  Western  States,  from  their  remote  inland  sit- 
uation, and  the  liability  of  their  single  outlet  to 
the  ocean  to  be  obstructed,  if  not  closed,  bf 
hostile  squadrons,  have  as  deep  an  interest  as  the 
artisans  and  fermers  of  the  Northern  and  East- 
ern States.  Our  foreign  markets  sre,aBd  probablj 
for  a  long  period  wiU  be.  so  limited  and  depressed, 
that  the  exportation  of  the  surplus  produce  of  oor 
soil  cannot  Turnish  our  former,  nor  indeed  uy 
considerable  resources.  Thus,  while  both  our 
asriculture  and  our  commerce  lasgoish,  we  roust, 
of  neoessitv,  turn  to  domestic  mannfactoies  for 
relief.  If  American  maou&ctures  were  duly  pro- 
tected, they  create  for  agriculture  anexteosire  and 
permanent  home  market,  which  would  poTerfulij 
aid  in  removing  the  present  severe  pressure  00  our 
country ;  that  useful  branch  of  industry,  dooUy 
more  valuable  than  our  foreign  comnieioe-4be 
coasting  trade — ^which  generates  no  collision  with 
other  nations,  would  be  prodigioasi)r  increased; 
our  seamen  be  preserved,  and  in  readioess  to  assist 
us  in  the  exiffencies  of  defensire  or  inevitable  war. 

A  deadly  Uight  ought  not  to  bethrowa  odod  the 
enterprise  of  our  manufacturers,  by  the  fear  01 
lessening  the  revenues  of  the  customs.  Thar  dim- 
inution would  not  be  so  formidable  as  is  frequenUr 
apprehended ;  for  the  higher  rate  of  duties  imuosed 
would,  in  a  oonsidenUe  degree,  counterbalance 
the  reduction  in  the  quantity  of  oor  imports,  fren 
were  the  receipts  of  &e  custom-house  dwiinisncfl 
more  than  we  believe,  the  natioDal  debt  wojUfl 
only  require  a  few  years  more  for  it*  **^*^^' 
meat.  This  consideration  should  not  be  allowed 
to  expose  multitudes  of  our  fellow-citizeM  toi^ 
ous  speculation,  or  inactivity,  or  labor  wraisff 
penurious  subsistence^the  sure  consequences  w 
the  prostration  of  American  manufactures  at  uu 
period.  i 

Nations,  like  individuals,  must  become  poortfj 
dependent  when  they  habitually  purchase  to j 
amount  larger  than  the  product  of  thei;  »^_ 
Such  a  state  of  things,  unfortunately  existing  w^ 
among  us,  will  soon  be  as  injurious  to  o*<^*^*Lj 
property.  If  long  continued,  not  only  »n?*f; 
political  virtue  would  be  extinct,  and  P*^'?^. 
vrord  of  derision  or  reproach.  ^^^^^'i^JJts 
rent  of  vice,  would  combine  with  art;iic»' ^ 
to  enervate ;  the  luxury  and  domineermg  fflfluw^ 
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of  a  few  rich  men,  acciiig  apoa  the  poverty  of  the 
mass  of  our  citizens,  would  Corrupt ;  and  the  ne- 
glect of  national  industry^  by  the  GoYernment 
would  alienate  the  people  from  our  inestimable  po- 
litical institutions.  It  should  nerer  be  forgotten 
that,  in  the  hour  of  danger,  a  safe  reliance  cannot  be 
plaoed  on  the  mere  love  of  natire  soil.  The  pater- 
nal encouragement  of  all  the  various  classes,  and 
of  all  the  useful  occupations  in  the  community,  is 
requisite  to  secure  the  tie  which  binds  the  people 
to  theif  Government.  Everywhere,  and  particu- 
larly in  a  oonfedeiationof  States  like  ours,  mutual 
interest  is  the  most  indissoluble  bond  of  union. 
Should  our  artisans  be  treated  with  cold  neglect, 
while  those  under  monarchies  are  warmly  cher- 
bhed,  strong  prejudices  might  be  excited  against 
our  Government  and  our  country. 

Agriculture  alone  caanot  furnish  all  the  neces- 
saries and  conveniences  of  life.  A^in:  indepen- 
dently of  those  engaged  in  the  induipensable  me- 
ehanic  arts,  a  large  portion  of  our  people  cannot 
be  employed  as  cultivators  of  the  soil.  Women, 
children,  and  also  manv  of  our  men,  are  incapable 
of  tilling  the  ground,  although  they  might  be  use- 
fully emploved  in  several  departmrats  of  manu- 
factures. And  if  they  were  capable,  where  sbould 
we  find  a  market,  for  the  immense  surplus  of  our 
agrioultttral  woducts?  We  might  have  a  useless 
superfluity  of  provisions,  but  we  should  be  deeply 
in  debt  for  our  clothing  and  other  necessary  artir 
cles.  It  is  evident  that  a  plan  of  general  husban- 
dry would,  in  the  present  situation  of  the  United 
Slates,  if  put  in  execution,  be  so  profitable  as  to 
produce  a  most  pernicious  relaxation  of  national 
indofidy ;  because  the  supply  of  commodities  is  al- 
ways proportionate  to  the  demand  occasioned  by 
their  consumption,  and  because  the  demand  for  our 
agricultural  commodities  abroad  being  only  to  a 
acaali  aoKMmt,  agriculture  must  look  for  its  princi- 
pal market  at  home^  and,  consequently,  for  an  ex- 
tension of  that  market,  it  must  rely  chiefly  upon 
the  encouragement  of  American  manufactures. 

Adequate  protecting  duties,  at  this  juncture, 
would  soon  create  or  revive  such  a  number  of 
manufacmring  establishments  in  this  country,  that 
ere  lonff  their  rivalry  would  probably  reduce  the 
price  of  thm  fabrics  below  the  present  standard  of 
those  imported.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  if  we  now 
permit  our  manufactories  to  be  prostrated  by  ne- 
glect, we  shall  be  compelled  to  purchase  from  Eu- 
ropean workshops  at  an  exorbitant  advance,  and 
thus  reimburse,  with  excessive  usury,  the  losses 
they  had  previously  sustained.  In  vam  we  might 
then  threaten  Europe  with  competition ;  she  would 
judge  of  the  future  from  the  past,  and  our  menaces 
would  be  despised.  Indeed,  the  mouldering  ruins 
of  our  deserted  manufactories  would  deter  us  from 
the  attempt  to  execute  our  threats.  We  should 
dread  lest  the  reluctant  patronage  of  our  Govern- 
ment might  be  suddenly  withdrawn,  and  we  be 
aj^ain  exposed  to  those  machinations  which  for- 
ei^  merchants  and  manufacturers  are  now  prac- 
tising with  success. 

There  are  several  fabrics  which,  possibly,  for  a 
considerable  period,  cannot  be  advantageously 
made  in  the  united  States.    The  importation  and 


sale  of  such  would  employ  <a  due  proportion  of 
merchants,  and  would  be  to  an  amount  fully  eqiMd 
to  this  country's  capacity  of  payment.  But  we 
now  pay  vast  sums  to  other  nations  for  various 
articles,  which,  with  nroper  encouragement,  we 
might  soon  make  nearly,  perhaps  quite,  as  cneap 
ourselves.  We  are  willing  tributaries  to  Europe 
and  to  Asia.  What  is  the  consequence?  The 
precious  metals  have  nearly  diBappeared,  and  our 
circtilating  medium  of  trade  is  a  precarious  paper 
currency.  For  the  discharge  of  the  enormous 
Yearly  accumulating  balances  we  owe  abroad,  we 
nave  remitted  laige  quantities  of  our  bank  stock, 
and  even  of  the  evidence  of  the  debt  contraetea 
by  our  €k>vernment  with  its  citizeiks.  We  are 
thus  placing  not  only  our  property,  but  even  the 
credit  of  our  country,  in  the  power  of  fbreign  na- 
tions. It  is  to  be  £»red  that  we  are  rapidly  i^ 
proaching  a  crisis  not  less  perilous  than  degradiBg. 
j  A  complaint  is  sometimes  heard  that  Amerieaa 
'  fabrics  were  sold  at  high  prices  during  the  recent 
war  with  Britain.  To  this  we  answer,  that,  set- 
ting aside  all  the  difilculties  inseparable  from  new 
establishments,  those  prices  were  not  higher  than 
we  paid  for  imported  fabrics  of  the  same  qualitjr ; 
and  also,  that  the  competition  of  American  fabrics 
prevented  much  of  that  extortion  to  which,  hut 
for  them,  we  must  have  been  subjected.  Beudes, 
why  censure  the  manufacturer  for  obtaining  the 
market  price  for  his  coiunodities,  any  more  than 
the  merchant,  planter,  and  farmer  for  obtaining  it 
for  theirs  1 

In  case  of  war  with  any  great  Power,  the  ne- 
cessity of  our  possessing  manufactorieaL  particular- 
ly those  for  arms  and  clothing,  is  so  oovious  as  to 
render  comment  useless.  But  these  establishments 
must  be  previously  protected  and  matured  by  Gov- 
ernment in  times  of  peace,  before  the  emergency 
which  demands  them  actually  arrives. 

Had  not  heavy  duties  been  imposed  to  encourage 
our  &lvics  of  leather,  fur,  wood,  iron,  ^.,  there 
would  have  been  very  few  of  those  numerous  and 
useful  classes  of  artisans  who  are  at  present  en- 
gaged in  manufacturing  these  articles  in  thb 
conntrv.  Prodigious  sums  would  have  been  ex- 
pended abroad  which  now  cirenlate  at  home,  en- 
riching large  bodies  of  industrious,  valuable  citi- 
zens, who  contribute  essentially  to  the  support  of 
taany  others,  as  well  as  to  the  seneial  wealth  and 
happiness  of  the  community.  Proper  enoouiage- 
I  ment  would  give  as  powerful  a  stimulus  to  tevml 
r  other  branches  of  our  manufactures.  We  might 
I  then  have  a  respectable  home  market  and  home 
trade,  which,  as  they  would  not  be  endangered  by 
the  frequent  political  and  commercial  fluctuations 
of  other  countries,  would,  from  their  security, 
their  permanence,  and  their  amalgamation  of  the 
interests  of  different  parts  of  the  United  States, 
be  of  immense  importance  in  a  national  point  or 
view.  This  opinion  is  corroborated  by  our  rapidlv 
increasing  population,  which,  in  conjunction  with 
the  progress  of  our  new  settlements,  has  a  tenden- 
cy to  incalculably  augment  the  products  of  our 
soil,  and,  of  course,  to  render  an  extensire  and 
permanent  home  market  indispensable. 
Habitations,  food,  and  clothing,  are  the  primary 
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ttatnmi  wants  of  mankind.  No  nation  can  be 
AnaUy  povrerfni  that  does  not  itself  furnish  them 
all,  without  recourse  to  others.  We  cannot  be 
lealljr  independent  until  we  make  our  own  neces- 
sary clothing ;  and  the  prosecution  of  this  object 
ia  also  closely  connected  with  the  advancement  of 
national  morality  and  industry.  In  proof  of  this 
assertion,  we  refer  to  Portugal  and  Spain.  All 
the  South  American  gold  and  silver  mmes  of  the 
ome^  and  the  Biazilian  diamonds  of  the  other,  have 
weighed  liffhtiy  in  the  scale  against  the  ruin  of 
their  manufactures.  The  effect  produced  on  Por- 
tugal by  the  Methuen  British  Treatyr,  that  abro- 
gated the  heavy  duties  once  laid  on  British  fabrics^ 
nIaGes  this  subject  in  the  clearest  light  of  moral 
demonstration. 

An  evil  of  great  moment-^ne,  of  whose  extent 
lew  appear  to  be  aware — results  from  the  unpro- 
tected state  of  American  manufactures,  and  the 
coneequent  influx  of  foreign  woollen  and  cotton 
Madcs.  This  evil  is  the  alarming  diminution  of 
Cfor  household  manufactures,  by  which  very  many 
Ihaiilies  formerly  supplied  themselves  with  the 
principal  articles  of  their  clothing.  These  were 
very  durable ;  they  were  chiefly  made  by  women 
ana  children  at  leisure  hoars,  when  thdr  time  would 
have  been  otherwise  unproductive.  Such  occu- 
pations wondeiftilly  promoted  habits  of  industry 
and  frugality.  Bu^  unfortunately,  imported  wool- 
len and  cotton  fabrics,  flimsy  in  their  texture,  but 
handsomely  finished,  are  sold  ostensibly  so  cneap 
that  great  numbers  have  relinquished  tneir  highly 
beneficial  system  of  household  manufacturing,  and 
are  now  becoming  embarrassed  by  contracting 
debts  for  what  they  could  have  made  better  and 
eheaper  for  themselves. 

Your  memorialists  would  here  suggest  the  expe- 
diency of  imposing  such  a  per  centage  upon  sales 
at  auction  of  woc^mu  and  cotton  goods,  and  of  any 
olber  fabrics  that  in  your  judgment  ought  also  to 
be  included,  (with  the  exception  of  property  of 
this  description  belonging  to  bankrupts'  estates,  to 
deceased  persons,  or  which  is  sold  by  execution,) 
as  may  in  future  {prevent  the  severe  injuries  arising 
Id  the  regular,  fair  American  dealer,  as  well  as  to 
tike  American  manufacturer,  from  the  various  arti- 
fices which  are  successfully  practised  through  the 
medium  of  aactioas. 

Your  memorialists  conclude  by  respectlully  re- 
peating their  earnest  request  that  the  honomUe 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  who  are  the  guar^ 
dians  of  the  nation's  welfare,  will  subject  importecr 
fiibrka— more  e^ecially  thoee  of  cotton  ana  wool 
.-<-to  sQch  duties  as  shall  secure  to  American  man- 
utetures  that  protection  which  the  intecests  and 
Teal  independence  of  our  country  seem  imperatively 
to  require. 


PROTECTION  TO  MANUFACTURE8. 

[Communicated  to  the  Seoate,  Jaauary  17,  18S0.] 

7b  ike  Smote  mud  H&uae  of  RepreeentaHvea  of  the 
Ihttied  SUUee  in  Oongreee  auembUdi 
The  memorial  of  the  subscribers,  citizens  of 
Pcttasylvaaitt,  reepectfuUy  showeth :  That  the  pol- 


icy hitherto  pursued  in  this  comitry,  whidi  has 
exposed  most  of  our  manufacturers,  whose  uro^ 
ductions  are  excluded  from  nearly  aU  the  markets 
in  Europe,  to  an  unavailing  straggle  with  the 
manufiicturers  of  all  that  quarter  of  the  world, 
and  likewise  of  Hindostan,  has  been  the  principal 
cause  of  the  present  calamitous  state  of  aflbirs, 
whereby  industry,  the  source  and  parent  of  the 
power,  prosperity,  and  happiness  or  nations,  has 
been  {mralyzed ;  the  wealth  of  our  country,  which 
ought  to  invigorate  its  agriculture,  manufiiecnresy 
trade,  and  commerce,  been  drained  to  fMter  the 
industry  and  support  the  governments  of  foreiga 
nations ;  a  considerable  portion  of  our  krmers, 
manufacturers,  merchants,  and  traders,  reduced 
to,  and  others  tottering  on  the  verge  of,  bankrupt- 
cy ;  whereby,  in  a  woni,  a  stale  of  decrepitude  and 
decay  has  been  produced,  in  the  riiort  space  of 
three  or  four  years,  of  which  history  affoitls  few 
examples,  in  the  same  space  of  time,  during  a 
season  of  peace,  and  without  any  of  those  j^eat 
natural  calamities  which  interrupt  the  hajquneas 
of  nations. 

When  your  memorialists  examine  the  policy 
of  Europe,  (that  portion  of  the  globe  finom  whence 
«ound  lessons  of  political  economy  can  be  derived,) 
they  find  that  the  system  pureuM  in  this  eount^ 
is  in  direct  hostility  widi  that  of  every  wise  natioa 
there.  All  of  them  sedulously  guard  the  interests 
of  their  manufacturers,  as  one  of  the  main  sources 
of  their  wealth.  They  restmin  by  prohibitory 
duties^  or  prevent  by  absolute  prohibitions  the  iai- 
portation  of  such  important  articles  as  fheir  own 
subjects  can  manufacture. 

We  are  persuaded  that  sound  policy  dictates  to 
all  legislative  bodies,  particulariy  those  of  yoimg 
nations,  carefhlly  to  review  the  systems  pomel 
in  other  countries ;  to  trace  the  welfare  of  me  peo- 
ple on  whom  they  operate;  and  to  shun  those 
which  destroy  the  industry,  enfeeble  the  streagtb, 
and  impair  the  resowees  of  the  respect! venations; 
and,  on  the  other  hand,  to  adopt,  as  nearly  as  may 
be,  such  as  have  fostered  their  industry,  and  in- 
creased their  strength  and  resources. 

The  limits  of  a  memcrial  ptevent  us  IWmi  enter- 
inff  into  detail  on  the  tariff  of  difiereot  nations. 
We  cannot,  however,  in  justice  to  dke  public  in- 
terest, omit  to  touch  sliglitly  on  some  or  the  pro- 
minent finttures  of  the  ^t>tecting  system  pursued 
in  other  countries,  whose  statesmea  are  eertainly 
not  inferior  to  ours  in  intellectual  atcainmeats, 
and  whose  exMnples  and  opinions  shoidd  not  be 
lightly  rejected.  We  ahaU  confine  ourselves  chiefly 
to  four — Great  Britain,  Prance,  Austria,  and  Rus- 
sia. Other  nations,  as  Prussia,  Hdland.  Denmaik, 
dbc.,  pursue  a  system  marked  with  rimiiar  chane- 
teristic  features. 

Great  Britain  prohibits,  even  from  her  own  de- 
pendencies, calicoes,  manufactures  of  g^d,  silver, 
or  metal,  laces,  ribands,  silk  goods,  Ac;  and  her 
protecting  duties  are  so  high  as,  in  most  cases^  ts 
be  eqniviuent  to  prohibitioo.  The  duty  on  hats  is 
about  seven  dollars  and  a  half  each,  and  on  wool- 
len cloths  seven  dollars  and  a  half  per  yard.  There 
are  above  sixty  articles^  including  maauflhctares  of 
brass,  copper^  carriages,  thread  stockings^  docks, 
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^tc.,  flslject  t^fiftjf-niiieper  ceAt;  ciuna  and  earth* 
enware,  ahawlsi  4tc^  pay  seventy-sine;  coUcm 
inaiittfaotat«%  cotton  stodungik  caps,  ths«ad^  and 
Unen  saib,  pay  eighty-fire;  glaas  manufactareB, 
generally,  one  nuadredfiBd  fourteen ;  skins  or  furs, 
tanned,  tawed,  or  corned,  and  artieles  made  of 
leather,  or  whereof  leather  is  the  article  of  chief 
value,  one  hundred  and  forty-two  per  cent 

So  minnte  i»  her  attention  to  this  mad  point, 
that  linen,  when  chequered  or  striped,  painted  or 
stained,  is  subjaet  to  one  hundred  and  forty-two 
per  cent,  duty,  but  oniy  to  sixty-three  whi^  not 
chequered  or  stnped.  .The  ot^ect  is  to  aecare  to 
her  own  sobjeets  the  prafitp  of  the  staining,  prim- 
ing, &c. 

Great  Britain  eacpended  many  hnndied  millions 
of  poaads  aterlisg  to  replace  the  Bourbon  family 
on  the  thDOoes  of  F  ranee  and  Spain,  and  of  eonrse 
had  high  clain«  on  the  giatitndeof  both  monarche* 
Yet  the  paramooat  doty  of  justice  to  his  subjeets 
^inedtheasoendeacy  over  fratiftude  tohis  friends, 
in  the  councils  of  Louis  X  VIII.  One  of  the  ear- 
liest measures  of  his  administration  was  the  mo* 
mnlgatton  of « tariff,  wherebv  aboTC  two  hundred 
di^eent  artieles,  inohidmg  aU  the  most  important 
of  the  Britieh  manafiiotUBes,  and,  among  the  rest, 
muslins,  cambrics^  woollen  cloths,  all  arises  made 
of  leather*  steel,  iron,  brass,  tin,  wood,  bronze,  ^., 
wem  totally  prohibited. 

I^t  us  add  that  Ferdmand  ViL,  as  soon  as  he 
ascended  the  throne  of  Spain,  isaned  a  peeclama* 
tion,  not  only  forbidding  the  importation  of  cot'* 
ton  goods  altogether*  bat  ordering  those  aotoally 
in  we  ooontry  to  be  reshipped  ,within  twelTc 
months. 

For  the  policy  of  Anatria  on  this  knportaat  sub- 
jeot  we  BKipeottaUy  relef  yon  to  a  recent  British 
piibiicalioii<^4lotdaoes  on  Koiopean  Commeroa 
It  is  thenin  stated  that  ^'the  importation  of  all 
flilk,  cation,,  and  wooUen  manufactures,  ie  tobid* 
den  in  the  whole  cKtent  of  the  Austrian  dominions, 
as  it  has  been,  hitherto  in  the  ancient  Austrian 
Stales  only."  There  are  Tacions  other  prohibi- 
tions,  nnneccssary  to  be  detailed. 

The  peainlatory  system-  of  Bussk,  a  country, 
like  our  own,  with  a  vast  territory  and  a  rery  d»- 
pronoitiooate  popolation,  is  earned  to. an  extent 
ttr  hcyond  that  of  any  other  in  .the  world,  except 
China.  It  embnees  ml  the  great  leading  articles 
ef  masofactare,  as  cotton,  unen,  leather,  wool, 
wood,  copper,  iron,  paper,  silk,  silver  (date^  glass, 
and  a  vast  rarioty  or  artieles  or  minor  importance. 

Brery  reason  1»at  exists  te  prohihition&in  those 
nations,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  nati7e 
masafactoror,  and  pieasr^iiig  the  resources  of  the 
country,  ezists.here.  And  we  cannot  bat  kmtnt 
that  the  aribttrary  Qovernmeaits  of  Europe  haTe 
cbsfdayed  more  attention  to  theintereets  of  their 
8iAf)eeta  interested  in,  manufiutures  than  the  same 
deRriptsan  of  penons  have  experienced  from  theh 
fhllow^itisena  in  Congresa  The  former  are  pn»- 
lectfidy  bf  the  strong  aiin  of  lawy  against  the  oom* 
petitioa  of:  erevy  nation  whaterer ;  whfle  the  lat^ 
ter  are  esposed  to  die  competitioa  of  the  lAmAe 
wmMv  and  consequently  to  rain.  It  thwefbre  imr 
flwtihl^  foOows,  that  eo  §u  as  regards  the  qcquisii- 


tion  of  property,  and  the  protection  of  propecty 
ae^rea,  a  large  portion  ol  this  class  of  citiaeni 
are  debarred  from  one  of  the  most  substantial  ad- 
Tantages  of  Government.  This  is, a  stain  op.  ow 
annals  which  cannot  be  regarded  without  deep 
regret— a  stain  vrhich,  we  respectfully  hope,  far 
the  honor  of  our  common  country,  yon  wiU  speed- 
ily obliterate. 

IfufliaYHis  objections  have  been  raised  against 
the  proteetbn  of  manufactures  in  Uiia  coontry, 
which  we  shall  freely  but  respectfully  exantina 

Among  the  most  prominent  is  the  extortion  eaid 
to  have  been  pcactmd  by  the  manuftctozere  dorr 
img  the  Lite  war,  which  1ms  been.by  many  rqg^asd- 
ed  as  a  complete  justification  of  tne  refusal  of  an 
increase  of  duties. 

We  believe  this  accusation  can:  be  fairly  dis- 
proved, to  the  satasfiietion  of  every  ingennona  mind ; 
and  we  respectfully  invite  Your  attention  to  the 
sulgect  We  shall  state  tne  case  of  saperfina 
broadcloth,  on  which  the  chief  relianee  haa  beda 
placed.  The  reasoninff  that  applies  to  this  articJb 
will  apply  equallj  to  omers.  Foreign  cloths  weie 
8old>  in  1811,  bemre  the  war,  at  eiffht,  nine,  and 
ten  dollars  per  yard.  Merino  washed  wool  was 
then  about  seventy-five  cents  per  pound*  Om 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  prands  of  imported 
merino  wool  weee  sold,  in  the  course  of  thait  year^ 
by  Messrs.  Warder  and  Son,  of  Philadelphia,  to 
Messrs.  Dupont,  of  Wilmington,  and  others,  for 
from  seventy  to  eighty  cents.  On  the  gjeneral  ee* 
tabliflhiaent  of  the  woollen  manufactories,  at=  the 
dose  of  1813,  merino  vrool  waa  sold  at  two  doUan 
and  a  half  to  three  dollars  pee  pound,  aa  appears 
hr  the  Phikdalphia  priee  oncrent ;  which  alao 
shows  that  on  the  28m  of  March,  1814,  the  pma 
was  from  three  to  turn  dolhoi^  at)  which  it  eon* 
tinued  stationary  for  the  remainder  of  the  yeas. 
The  highest,  pnce  of  Americati  siqiecfine  broad- 
doth,  at  that  pcaiod,  averaged  from  twelve  to  foof^ 
teen  dollars.  F<»eign  doui  was  genceally  add  .at 
a  higher  rate ;  andj  but  for  the  supphes  uom  the 
American  mano&ctories,  wonld  pKobabljr  have 
been  sold  for  twenty  doilaie.  Thus,  wtme:  the 
farmer,  who  advanced  the  raw  material  fioten  four 
to  five  hundred  per  cent.,  and  the  imports,  who 
raised  hb  prices  tram  fifty  to  two  hundred  par  ecat 
on  the  various  articles  he  had  for  sale,  accnsa  the 
manufacturer  of  extortion,  the  latter  did  notraal- 
vance  his  fabrics  move  thanfifity  per  cent  onihe 
prices  current  before  the  was,  n(rtwithstaDdtiig  the 
extravagant  rise  in  the  price  of  the  raw  material^ 
and  lubnvise  in  wages,  owing  to  die  ecKtraoidiiiacy 
demand  for  woskmen^and  nc^witfaiiBodin^  the 
enormoos  expense,  of  the-manufooturing  estwUishf^ 
meats,  and  the  advanea  in  the  price  of  aimosl  every 
artide  of  food  and  dress. 

We  hope  and  bdie  ve  that  this  accosalion,  though 
so  often  rdtetated,  will  have  no  influence  on  yvar 
honorable  Houses. 

We  beg  leave,  very  respectlfully,  to  take  another 
elance  at  this  subject.  The  cotton  pknterahatn 
m  many  yean  raised  cotton  at  anexpeaaeaf  ahoht 
eight  or  ten  cents  per  jpoond^  and  sold  it  from 
twenty  to  tlnity^five.  'The  fanner  has  likKviae 
raised  Mieat  at  an  expense  of  one.dqlhv  ptrhudwl^ 
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and  freauently  sold  it  from  two  to  three  dolbn. 
While  they  nude  sach  ezorbitaot  profits  and  inde* 
pendent  fortunes,  unenvied  and  uncensured  by  their 
mannfacturing  rellow-citizens,  it  cannot  be  very 
eoirect  for  them  to  reproach  the  latter  (a  large 
proportion  of  whom  hare  been  mined)  with  extor- 
tion, for  selling  at  thirteen  or  fourteen  dollars  an 
article  which  actually  cost  them  ten  or  eleven. 
Let  it  be  obsorved,  that  every  yard  of  superfine  doth 
requires  four  pounds  of  merino  wool  unwashed, 
or  two  washeo.  When  the  heavy  expense  of  the 
manufacture,  and  the  interest  on  the  capital  in- 
Tested,  are  taken  into  consideration,  it  wiU  appear 
that  tne  profits  were  very  far  from  unreasonable. 
This  accusation,  therefore,  cannot  fail  to  recall  to 
recollection  the  parable  of  the  beam  and  the  mote. 

But  even  admitting  that  the  manufiietnrcrs  had 
really  been  guilty,  during  the  war,  of  tenfold  the 
extortion  diey  are  unjusuy  chai]ged  with,  it  by  no 
means  follows  that  tne  prosperity  of  our  country 
thould  be  sacrificed  by  the  suppression  of  its  in- 
dustry, and  the  protection  of  that  of  foreign  na- 
tions; or  that,  therefore,  manufactures  should  not 
be  protected  by  adequate  duties,  lest  similar  extor- 
tions should  now  be  practised ;  for,  to  avail  our- 
selves of  the  co^nt  and  irresistible  arguments  of 
Alexander  Hamilton,  the  competition  between  our 
citizens  engaged  in  those  branches  would  secure 
the  articles  to  the  consumer  at  a  fair  prii'C. 

«  Though  it  were  true  that  the  immediate  and 
certain  efl&ct  of  regulations  controlling  the  compe- 
tition of  foreign  with  domestic  fabrics  was  an  in- 
crease of  price,  it  is  universally  true  that  the  con- 
trary is  the  ultimate  effect  with  every  successful 
manufacture.  When  a  domestic  maou&cture  has 
attained  to  perfection,  aud  has  engased  in  the  pros- 
ecution of  it  a  competent  number  of  persons,  it  in- 
variably becomes  cheaper.  Being  tree  from  the 
heavy  charges  which  attend  the  importation  of 
foroign  commodities,  it  can  be  afforded  cheaper, 
and  accordingly  seldom  or  never  fails  to  be  sold 
cheaper^  in  process  of  tim&  than  was  the  foreign 
article  tor  which  it  is  a  substitute.  The  internal 
competition  which  takes  place  soon  does  away 
every  thing  like  monopoly,  and  by  degrees  reduces 
Che  price  of  the  article  to  the  minimum  of  a  rea- 
sonable profit  on  the  capital  employed.  This  ac- 
eords  with  the  reason  of  the  thing,  and  with  ex- 
perience." 

Anodier  objection  is,  that  the  labor  is  too  high  in 
the  United  States  to  afford  any  chance  of  compet- 
ing with  foreign  manufactures.  To  this  we  reply, 
there  are  various  manufactures  so  well  establiflaed 
as  to  overcome  foreign  competition  altogether ;  and 
it  therefore  follows  that  this  objection  falls  to  the 
ground.  We  might  instance  a  great  number,  but 
we  confiue  ourselves  to  the  manufacture  of  shoes 
and  boots,  of  which  each  individual  in  the  United 
States  probably  averages  a  pair  and  half  per  an- 
num, amounting  to  about  thirteen  millions,  which, 
atone  hundred  and  twenty-five  cents  per  pair, 
amount  to  $16,000,000  per  annum.  Of  tnese  arti- 
nles,  the  importation  in  1816.  as  may  be  sepn  by 
reference  to  the  reports  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  was  only  forty-two  thousand  one  bun- 
dled and  eighty-four  pairs,  and  in  1617  only  fifty 


thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty-twio.  This  de- 
cides, we  trust,  the  question  of  high  wages  for- 
ever j  for.  if  tne  objection  were  valid,  it  would 
apply  to  tne  manufacture  of  shoes  and  boots  with 
as  much  force  as  to  any  other ;  and  it  is  worthy 
of  observation,  that  the  duty  on  men's  shoes  is 
-five,  and  on  childRn's 


only  twenty* 

peijMiir. 

To  this  we  beg  leave  to  add  another  reptyj  of 
at  least  equal  cogency.  There  are  few  manufac- 
tures, either  whoUv  or  chiefly  depending  on  man* 
ual  labor,  which  have  not  succeeded  in  the  Uni- 
ted States;  whereas  our  defeat  is  prineipally  in 
cottons  and  woollens,  produced  almost  whoUy  by 
machinery,  aided  by  tne  labor  of  an  over  proportion 
of  old  women  and  children.  Hence  me  advant- 
a j[es  of  our  boundless  water  power,  oar  cxtraor- 
dinarv  mechanical  skill,  and  the  sopcfmbondanee 
(in  tne  case  of  cotton,  particularly)  of  the  raw 
material,  are  injudiciously  saerilieed. 

The  next  objection  we  shall  notice  istheallc^ged 
demoralizing  effects  of  manufacturing  establish- 
ments. To  refute  this,  we  invite  your  attention 
to,  and  comparison  between,  two  neiglihorhoods,. 
in  oae  of  which  mannfiictures  are  established,  and 
anodier  remote  from  such  establialiments.  In  .the 
former,  there  are,  as  already  observed,  numbers  of 
aged  men  and  of  women  and  children,  usefully 
employed  for  themselves,  and  addine  to  the  mass 
of  the  resources  and  happiness  of  their  country ; 
while,  in  the  latter,  a  laige  proportion  of  persons 
of  this  description  are  doomed  to  idleness,  and  its 
inseparable  attendants,  vice  and  guilt  Children 
in  manufacturing  establishments  are  inured  to 
habits  of  industry,  order,  and  re^;ularity,  which 
generally  adhere  to  them  thooffh  lile. 

But  we  are  not  left  to  the  guidance  of  mere  hypo- 
thesis alone,  which,  however  plausible,  is  oftea 
very  fallacious.  We  have  the  sCong  baas  of  &ct 
to  rest  on.  There  is  no  country  in  Christendom 
where  manufactures  have  been  eanied  toa  greatei 
extent  than  in  England  proper;  therefore^  in  no 
other  coontrv  could  the  experiment  be  more  ac- 
curatelv  maae ;  and  there  the  question  has  bem 
fairly  aecided.  Colquhoim,  a  most  undc£itigable 
and  accurate  statistical  writer,  after  a  full  survey  of 
the  pauperism  and  crimes  of  that  eountrr,  infcrms 
us  that  the  agricultural  very  far  exeeed  the  manu- 
facturing counties  in  both  those  stains  upon  human, 
natare.  Fiom  this  authority  there  «b  kaidlT  W 
any  appeal. 

It  is  asserted  that  it  would  be  a  pernicious  pol- 
icy to  entice  away  capital  and  labor  from  agricul- 
ture to  workshops.    This  apfHrehension  is  whoUy 
groundless.    Farmers  or  planters  rarely  transform 
themselves  into  manufacturers.    Thcte  is  in  this 
country  a  vast  amount  of  capital,  for  which  the 
owners  cannot,  in  the  present  deranged  state  of 
our  aflhirs,  find  any  employment    But  wcte  there 
any  assurance  of  adequate  protection  to  manufac- 
tures, it  would  be  immediatelj  directed  towmnb 
those  objects.    There  are  likewise  great  numbets  of 
persons,  skilled  in  the  cotton  and  woollen  hraocAe^ 
who  are  destitute  of  employment,  and  who  eoold 
abundantly  supply  the  demands  of  the  United 
States^  were  they  duly  encouraged.    We  have  air 
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ready  stated  that  tlie  greater  proportion  of  the  labcHr 
is  performed  by  old  men,  women,  and  children ;  let 
118  add,  that  -were  those  hranehes  in  such  a  flour- 
ishing state  as  to  hold  out  inducements  to  emi- 
grants, we  should  haye  constant  accessions  to  onr 
population  of  persons  skilled  in  them,  many  of 
whom  would  bring  with  them  large  capitals,  e^nal 
to  our  utmost  wants,  without  drawing  away  any 
portion  of  the  capital  or  labor  engaged  in  hus- 
bandry. 

The  danger  of  encouraging  smngjpling  is  re- 
garded, by  many  of  our  citizens,  as  an  insurmount- 
able objection  to  protecting  or  prohibitory  duties. 

This  will  be  tonnd  to  disappear,  like  the  rest, 
when  fairly  submitted  to  examination.  For,  sup- 
pose it  were  necessary  to  raise  the  duties  on  wod- 
iensand  high-priced  cottons  to  thirCy-fiye.  forty, 
forty-fiycK^  or  even  fifty  per  cent.;  we  appeal  to  the 
candor  of  your  honorable  Houses,  whetner  the  ob- 
jection to  any  of  these  duties  on  cambrics,  muslins, 
and  bioadcloths,  on  the  ground  of  the  danger  of 
smuggling,  can  be  admitted  for  a  moment,  when 
it  is  eonsidered  that  ffin  is  subject  to  a  duty  of  one 
hundred  and  twentjr-four  per  cent. ;  rum,  to  eighty- 
ax;  brmndy,  to  ninety-six;  cheese,  lo  seventy; 
souchong  tea,  lo  from  seventy  to  one  hundred  and 
twenty ;  manufactured  tobaoeo,  to  fifty :  and  wines, 
to  fifty  and  sixty.  We  shall  only  add,  that  it  is 
indubitably  as  easy  to  smuggle  a  pipe  of  vnne,  a 
chest  of  tea,  a  cask  of  rum  or  tobelcoo,  as  a  trunk 
of  muslins  or  cambrics,  or  a  bale  of  broadcloth. 

Another  objection  is  against  the  injustice  of  tax- 
ing the  many  for  the  benefit  of  the  few.  This  as- 
sumes the  groundless  position,  that  permanent  pro- 
tection of  manufactures  would  necessarily  proouee 
permanent  high  prices ;  which  is  routed  t^  the 
luminous  maxim  quoted  above  from  Alexander 
Hamilton.  But  even  admitting  this  maxim  to  be 
incorrect,  the  objection  may  be  answered  fully  in 
another  naode.  If  one  part  of  the  community  is 
not  to  be  taxed  for  the  benefit  of  another,  why,  we 
respectfully  ask,  is  gin  dutied  at  124  per  cent  for 
the  protection  of  the  peach  brandy  and  whiskey  of 
the  farmer,  and  cheese  at  70  per  cent  1  Why  is 
the  coastinj^  trade  secured  to  our  merchants,  by 
which  foreign  competition  is  wholly  excluded? 
And  why,  we  ask,  are  "  the  many  taxed  for  the 
benefit  ot  the  few,''  by  the  enormous  expenses  of  a 
navy,  foreign  embassies,  dbc.,  for  the  protection  of 
eommereef 

The  protection  of  manufactures  is  strongly  ob- 
jected to  on  account  of  its  interference  with  com- 
merce. But  omitting  all  considerations  arising 
from  the  general  distress  produced  by  the  existing 
system,  we  ask,  have  we  at  present,  or  are  we  likely 
lo  have,  any  commerce,  to  which  it  is  right  or 

g roper  to  offer  up  as  a  sacrifice  the  welfare  and 
appiness  of  the  useful  and  productive  body  of 
men  engaged  in  manufactures?  Such  b  the  pros- 
trate state  of  our  commerce,  which  unfortunately, 
depends  in  a  great  measure  for  its  success  on  Bu- 
ropean  wars  and  famines,  that  there  are  few  ar- 
ticles that  can  be  imported,  and  as  few  that  can  be 
extforted,  without  loss. 

But  even  admitting  for  a  moment  that  our  com- 
merce was  not  so  h^hly  disadvantageous  as  it  is, 


and  that  the  encouragement  of  manufactures  would 
somewhat  interfere  with  it,  we  cannot  thence  inihr 
that  it  wonld  not  be  amply  indemnified.  In  fact, 
far  from  sufiering,  it  would  gain  by  the  arrange- 
ment ;  for  the  duoinution  of  the  number  of  mer* 
chants,  by  a  portion  of  them  withdrawing  to  man- 
ufactures,  would  render  the  profession  profitable 
to  those  who  remained.  It  is  obvious,  even  to  a 
superficial  observer,  that  the  mercantile  profession 
in  this  country  has  almost  always  been  greatly 
overdone;  and  that  an  inevitable  consequence 
of  the  superfluous  number  of  merchants  has  been 
to  raise  the  markets  of  our  produce  at  home,  and 
depress  them  abroad,  not  only  to  the  injury  and 
frequent  ruin  of  the  merchants,  but  to  the  injury 
of  the  nation.  Hence  it  is  more  than  pronhte 
that  our  commerce,  in  which  for  twenty  years 
more  than  half  of  those  who  pursued  it  have  been 
ruined,  would  have  insured  independence  and  hap- 
piness to  two-thirds  of  the  number,  bad  the  residue 
transferred  their  talents,  their  industry,  and  their 
capital  to  manu&ctures. 

Another  consideration  deserves  attention.  The 
encouragement  of  manuftctures  would  open  new 
channels  of  commerce,  by  the  importation  of  raw 
materials  from  abroad,  and  by  the  increase  of  the 
coasting  trade,  in  transporting  the  manufactures 
of  the  Middle  and  fiUistem  States  to  the  Southern, 
and  the  cotton  and  other  raw  materials  of  the  lat- 
ter to  the  workshops  of  their  fellow-citizens.  Even 
of  late  years,  the  tonnage  employed  in  the  trans- 
portation of  raw  materials  to  tne  port  of  Philadel- 
phia, has  exceeded  that  employed  m  the  transpor- 
tation of  piece  goods. 

To  foster  and  cherish  national  industry,  the 
paramount  duty  and  the  characteristic  feature  of 
good  government,  most  of  the  nations  of  Europe 
either  wholly  pronibit,  or  impose  hiffh  duties  on, 
the  exportation  of  raw  materials.  We  are  proba- 
bly the  only  civilized  people,  who,  possessing  to 
an  immense  extent  one  of  the  most  valuable  raw 
materials  in  the  world,  not  only  send  it  abroad  to 
distant  nations  wholly  free  of  duty,  but  receive  it 
back  in  a  manufactured  state,  at  an  advance  of 
from  one  hundred  to  two  thousand  per  cent  It 
would  not  be  more  unreasonable  to  export  our 
wheat  to  have  it  ground,  and  purchase  it  again  in 
the  form  of  flour,  than  to  sell  raw  cotton  and  re- 
ceive it  back  manufactured ;  as  the  advance  on 
the  flour  would  hardly  ever  amount  to  a  third  part 
of  the  advance  on  cambrics  and  muslins. 

We  respectfully  state  to  )rour  honorable  Houses^ 
that  such  is  the  wonderful  increase  in  the  value  oi 
cambrics  and  muslins,  beyond  the  price  of  the  raw 
material,  that  the  labor  of  100,000  cotton  manu- 
facturers, aided  by  machinery,  would  pay  for  the 
amount  of  th^  greatest  export  of  the  productions 
of  the  United  States,  in  any  one  year  since  the 
declaration  of  independence.  This  fact,  which, 
if  you  require  it,  shall  be  proved  at  the  bars  of 
your  Houses  by  the  most  unexceptionable  testi- 
mony, is  the  more  extraordinary  and  lamentable, 
as  the  high  rate  of  wages  here  has  been,  as  we 
have  said,  among  the  objections  raised  to  manu- 
factures ;  whereas  it  appears  that  we  exchange  the 
produce  of  the  labor  of  ten,  twenty,  or  thirty  of  our 
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iciiizensy  for  thai  of  one  toeiffii  manufaoturer. 
Another  objection  arises  from  ukt  supposed  dan> 
ger  of  impairing  the  rerenue.  We  respectfully 
represent  to  you,  that,  in  the  scale  of  reason  and 
jualice,  this  objection  does  not  appear  entitled  to 
as  mach  imnortance  as  is  attaoaed  to  it.  The 
expenses  of  tne  Ctovemment  mubt  be  borne ;  the 
interest  of  the  debt  must  be  paid,  and  the  debt  it- 
self flTadually  extinguished.  But  these  objects  can 
be  eSectaally  accomplished  without  any  sacrifice 
of  the  national  industry ;  for  if  low  priced  cottons 
and  woollens,  such  as  we  can  ourselres  abun- 
dantly supply,  were  wholly  prohibited,  and  the 
duties  increased  on  those  ot  greater  Talue,  the 
rerenue  would  probably  be  indemnified,  by  the 
Mn  iu  tiie  one  case  for  the  loss  in  the  other. 
The  same  observation  applies  to  most  oth^  arti- 
cles which  require  protection. 

But  we  beg  leave  further  to  represent  to  your 
bonontble  Houses,  that  the  policy  pursued,  so 
itighly  injurious  to  the  national  resources  and  in- 
dustry, has  not  been  advantageous  to,  but  may  ul- 
timately injure  the  revenue ;  for  the  general  dis- 
treK,  and  tLe  decay  of  trade  and  commerce,  result- 
ing from  the  dram  of  8|)ecie,  to  pay  for  the  ex- 
tfavagant  and  ruinous  importations  of  foreign 
goodsy  have  produced  such  a  disability  of  purchMe 
at  present,  that  the  importations  of  the  ensuing 
tvelire  or  dghteen  months,  and  consequently  the 
duties,  will  fall  very  far  short  of  those  of  former 
years;  and  t^U9  the  future  deficit  will  probably 
more  than  coui^tervail  the  past  excess. 

But  should  the  system  ot  protection  impair  the 
revenue,  it  would  be  only  in  a  alight  ^groe.  and 
merely  afiSset  the  question  of  the  perioa  oi  the 
ultimate  redemption  of  the  public  debt,  which 
aasy  in  cooaequence  be  somewhat  protracted. 
When;  the  alternative  is  between  this  eaect  on  the 
one  hand,  and  a  continuance  of  the  existing  state 
of  things  on  the  other,  we  trust  there  can,  in  an 
enligkteaed  body,  be  no  difficulty  in  the  decision, 
lit  vroidd  be  unaound  policy  in  a  merchant  to  anti- 
eipate  the  payment  6f  his  debts  so  rapidly  as  to 
dqMrire  himaelf  of  the  means  of  carrymg  on  his 
commence ;  and  it  is  eoually  unsound  for  a  nation 
nnnecesaarily  to  press  forward  the  payment  of  its 
debts  with  such  rapidity  aa  to  exhAUst  its  re- 
aources. 

AmoujBf  the  reasons  that  alienated  the  affections 
of  America,  in  its  colonial  state,  from  the  parent 
country,  a  very  powerful  one  was  the  restraints 
irapoaed  on  its  manufacturing  industry.  These 
were  the  subjectiof  loud  and  unceaaingcomplaints. 
And  we  respectfully  ask  you,  whether  the  oonse- 
^encea  to  the  nation  and  to  individuals  are  not 
aa  fatal,  when  our  industry  is  torn  up  by  the  roots 
through  the  means  of  a  tariff  fatally  inadequate  to 
pnotect  it,  as  by  an  arbitrary  edict  ?  Does  it  ad- 
ituoiater  any  comfort  to  the  hundreds  of  uaeful 
citi9»Bs  who  invested  large  capitals  in  those  valu- 
aiile  manufacturing  e9tahushmenta  spread  through- 
out the  country,  whose  ruins  bear  the  strongest 
testimony  against  the  policy-  we  pursue;  or  to  the 
tens  of  tnousands  of  worlunw  reduced  to  mendi- 
oinr,  many  of  them  with  large  families,  that  their 
aimrio^i  have  not  procpeded  from  the  mandates  of  | 


a  pdvv  council^  but  from  the  erroneoos  po^of 
their  mUow«citizeos9 

The  policy  of  this  country  has  beea  in  a  grot 
degree  predicated  on  the  speeioos  idea  of  Adam 
Smith,  ^^  to  buy.  goods  where  thejr  ean  be  had  the 
cheapest"  It  has  had  a  fair  trial,  and  its  pemi- 
cioujt  tendency  has  bem  clearly  deoioastHUed.  We 
buy  cotton  J  wool,  and  musUns  inHindostaa ;  cam- 
bncs,  muslins,  and  broadcloths,  in  Fiance  and  £a^ 
land,  because  we  can  purchase  them  cheaper  tbcR 
than  at  hone ;  and  there  is  good  reaam  to  believe 
that  we  shall  have  large  importatioai  of  ^^cheqy" 
wheat  frmn  Odessa.  This  system  has  caused  a 
large  portion  of  the  ousting  dutiesB.  Bnt  of  what 
avul  IS  it  that  every  species  of  goodsand  mochaa- 
dise,  and  even  most  of  the  neoesBudes  of  life,  aie 
"  cheap,"  when  the  means  of  puiebaseaie&rmoR 
reduced  with  almoar  every  class,  and  with  soae 
have  nearly  disappeared  ?  The  owaer  of  houses, 
who  was  in  the  receipt  of  two  or  three  tfaoosand 
dollars  per  annum,  and  whose  rents  hare  faJk 
one^hird  or  one-half;  the  storeke^,  who  made 
a  comfiirtahle  support  for  his  famuy,  and  vhoae 
boainess  ia  almost  whoUy  suspended;  the  gnat 
body  of  our  Western  farmers,  whose' Weadstaft 
are  excluded  from  those  European  siarhels  whence 
their  supplies  of  "  cheap  goods"  have  beea  draws, 
and  whose  indualry  has  thus  received  a  Tilal  strob; 
the  workman  who  earned  six,  aght,  or  tea  dollais 
per  week,  and  who  is.  now  destitute  of  employ' 
ment ;  aiui  every  other  class  of  theoommonity  now 
eoduiing  more  or  leaa  distress,  derive  little  cooso- 
hoion  in  their  difficulties  and  cmbarraflBatsfiom 
the  eooaidenition  that  they  have  boi«fat,u<icu^ 
boy,  foreign  artidiea  cheaper  tinadomeitic.  We 
are  perauaded,  had  the  latter  beea  twice  as  dear 
a$  t4ie  fi>rmer,  (the  difference  of  pdce,  however, 
has  genexally  beeniDflttnificant,)  that  lecent  erepts 
prove  it  would  havetieen  sound  pelicy  to  gi'« 
the  preference  to  the  pioduetians  of  oar  folow- 
citizens. 

We  beg  leave  to  correct  an  enorof  considaaWe 
importance.  We  said  that  '^  every  chss  of  the 
comnaunity  was  suffering  more  or  less  distics> 
There  is  one  striking  exception.  Qreetcamtabsts 
find  a  golden  harvest  in  these  times.  They  am 
add  farm  to  farm,  house  to  house,  ship  to  ^?y^ 
stocks  to  stocks,  at  their  pkasure,  to  the  nun  omt 
productive  classes,  whohave  been  always  legaraed 
as  the  most  valuable  portion  of  society,  and  whom 
it  haa  been  the  policy  of  ail  wise  GoTetaments  \o 
foster  and  cheriah.  The  present  state  of  ^us  ^ 
wonderfully  calculated  to  enrieh  the  wealmy  ex- 
travagantly J  to  impoverish  and  redoce  to  disinss 
those  who  have  heretofore  furnished  employ 
and  the  means  of  procuring  a  comibztablesas^j 
eace  to  thousands  and  teas  of  thousands  of  ^ 
citizens,  which  they  are  now  unaUc  to  aftrt; 
and  not  only  to  deprive  the  latter  of  tbemeai^oi 
sujmortinff  themsdvea  and  families,  bat  perb^ 
to  arive  many  of  them  to  dcsijerate  «»"^^*]^ 
frequently  occurs  in  all  countries  in  ^^,*^  ?" 
trees  and  difficulty.  A  capilaUst  with  half  •«"<' 
lion  of  dollars  could  now  purchase  Droperty*"^ 
one  year  since  would  have  sold  for  ow*"^ 
and  a  half,  and  which  in  oie  or  two  yc«t  d<^ 
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'vrbcB  the  present  caUmitmis  ttftte  of  afiaira,  aid>- 
sides,  may  realize  the  same  sum.  This  is  the  poi- 
soDoiis  fruit  of  the  apas  tree,  of  "  baying  cneap 
goods  abroad." 

We  hope  it  will  appear,  on  such  an  enlarged 
and  liberal  view  of  the  subject  as  ought  to  be  oe- 
stowed  on  it  by  a  legislatire  body,  fairly  chosen,- 
in  a  iree  eountrv,  that  the  advantages  held  out  to 
farmers  and  planters  from  purchasing  foreign 
goods  cheap,  howerer  specious  and  plausible  they 
may  have  appeared,  are  wholly  illusory.  The 
great  mass  of  those  descriptions  of  citizens  pur- 
chase so  few  foreign  manufactured  goods,  which 
alone  are  to  be  talcen  into  view  in  deciding  this 
question,  that  the  utmost  saving  that  can  be  made 
on  them  is  insignificant  compared  with  the  solid 
advantages  of  securing  a  permanent  home  market 
for  their  productions.  The  average  consumption 
of  foreign  manufactures  by  the  citizens  oi  the 
United  States  is  not  four  dollars  per  head.  Let  us 
suppose  every  species  of  foreign  goods  to  be  twenty- 
five  per  cent,  cheaper  than  domestic :  in  this  case, 
the  saving,  by  preferring  the  former,  would  be  only 
one  dollar  per  head  throughout  the  Union.  Let 
us  respectrally  call  your  attention,  on  the  other 
hand,  to  the  severe  loss  incurred  by  the  sacrifice  of 
domestic  industry.  This  will  enable  you  to  form 
a  correct  decision  on  this  important  sunject.  The 
reduction  in  the  price  of  cotton  from  thirty  to 
eighteen  cents  per  pound,  is  thirty-six  dollars  on  a 
single  bale ;  and  the  reduction  in  the  value  of  the 
wheat  produced  by  a  single  acre  of  land,  suppose 
twenty  bnshels,  by  a  fall  fVom  two  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  to  one  aollar  and  a  quarter  per  bushel, 
is  twenty-five  dollars.  And  it  will  not  admit  of  a 
doubt,  that  had  the  protection  of  our  cotton  estab- 
Ibmeats  provided  a  nome  market  for  that  impor- 
tant staple,  the  price,  from  the  steady  and  increasing 
demand,  would  probably  have  remained  station- 
ary; at  all  events,  it  would  never  have  experi- 
enced so  rapid  and  so  ruinous  a  reduction.  More- 
over, so  fiir  as  regards  the  farmer,  it  is  highly 
prolMible  that  a  due  protection  of  manufactures 
would,  in  a  few  years,  as  already  observed,  attract 
to  this  country  so  many  foreign  artists  and  manu- 
facturers as  would  consume  nearly  as  much  of  the 
necessaries  of  life  as  are  now  exported  abroad. 

Dearly,  therefore,  have  they  paid  the  forfeit  for 
adopting  the  maxim  of  "  purchasing  where  goods 
could  be  bad  the  cheapest ,''  a  maxim  rejected  in 
practice,  as  we  have  stated,  by  every  wise  nation 
m  Europe,  and  acted  upon  only  by  Bpain,  Portu- 
galy  and  the  United  States, 

Oil  a  j-eview  of  the  proceedings  of  the  fourteenth 
Con^^^ss,  your  memorialists  find  that  the  |)resent 
calamitous  state  of  afiairs  was  clearly  exhibited  to 
their  view  i^s  early  9a  February,  1816.  What  was 
tlien  prcwhecy,  has,  alas!  fatally  become  history. 

The  Uommittse  of  Commerce  and  Manufac- 
tures, in  a  most  excellent  and  eloquent  report  of 
the  above  dale,  ask : 

<^  lyo  not  the  sugoestioBa  of  wisdom  plainly  show 
thftt  the  acooriiy,  tD«  peaoe,  and  the  ItappinesB  of 
this  nation  depend  on.o|ieuiuf  and  enlargiBg  all 
our  resouroes,  and  drawing  nom  them  whatever 


shall  be  required  for  public  use  or  private  aoeoor 
modation  ? 

"  The  committee  consider  the  situation  of  the 
manufacturing  establishments  to  be  perilous.-r- 
Some  have  decreased,  and  others  have  suspended 
business.  A  liberal  encouragement  will  put  them 
again  into  operation,  with  increased  powers.  But 
should  it  be  withheld,  they  will  he  prostmled. 
Thousands  will  be  reduced  to  want  and  wretch- 
edness. A  capital  of  nearly  sixty  millions  of  dol- 
lars will  become  inactive,  a  greater  part  of  which 
will  become  a  dead  loss  to  the  manufacturers. 
Our  improvidenoe  may  lead  to  fatal  consequenoes. 
The  Powers  jealous  d  our  growth  and  prosperitjr 
will  acquire  the  resources  and  strength  which  this 
Government  neglects  to  improve.  It  requires  no 
prophet  to  foretel  what  use  foreign  Powers  will 
maxe  of  them." 

It  cannot  be  sufi^ciently  lamented  that  these 
sage  admonitions  were  unavailing.  The  tarifi*,  on 
the  most  important  manufactured  articles,  was 
fixed  so  low,  that  it  required  but  little  sagacity  to 
foresee  the  ruin  of  the  manufacturers,  and  the  con- 
sequent impoverishment  of  the  country. 

Your  memorialists  respectfully  state,  that  they 
^rther  find  that  the  manufacturers,  while  num« 
hers  of  them  were  sinking  victims  of,  and  all  of 
them  sufiieiing  by,  the  overwhelming  competition 
of  foreign  rivals,  explicitly  stated  their  sufierings 
and  dangers  to  tneir  fellow-citizens  in  Congress, 
each  succeeding  session,  respectfully  and  earnestly 
soliciting  that  protection  which  they  alone  had  the 
power,  and  which  it  was  their  imperious  doty  to 
Dsstow.  It  is  painful  to  your  memorialists  to 
state,  (but  candor  requires  tney  should  state.)  that 
those  applications  were  disregarded ;  that  the  ap- 
plicants were  left  to.  fall  victims  in  an  unequal 
strug^e;  in  which  long  established  manufactures, 
immense  capital,  great  credit,  and  €k>vemmental 
protection  were  arrayed  on  one  side,  and  on  the 
other  infant  establishments,  exhausted  cajHtal,  slen- 
der credit,  and  a  tariff  utterly  inadequate  for  pro- 
tection. The  memorials  from  Rhode  Island,  Pitts- 
burg, Baltimore,  and  Oneida  county,  are  master- 
pieces of  eloqueneey  admirably  calculated  to  excite 
the  sympathy  and  to  command  the  aid  of  the 
Lejjisiatares  to  which,  imhappily,  they  weie  in 
vam  addressed. 

Although  this  memorial  ha^i  already  extended  to 
a  great  len^,  we  cannot  close  it  vnthout  placing 
the  subject  in  anotiier  important  point  of  view,  de- 
serving of  your  most  serious  oonaideration«. 

The  estahlashment  of  manufactures  on  a  respect- 
able scale  in  any  town  or  village  is  of  transcendent 
benefit  to  the. agricultural  interest,,  as  they  imme- 
diati^y  enhance  the  value  of  the  lands  in  the  neigh- 
borhood from  one  to  five  hundred  per  cent  Inde- 
pendent of  the  advantage  alrouiy  glanced  at,  of  a 
steady  home  market  for  his  wheat,  flour,  com,  rye, 
^..  the  farmer  has  '^a  certun  demand  for  his 
caboages,  peas,  turnips,  and  other  garden  stuffs, 
and  fuel,  which  are  too  perishable  for  foreign  max- 
kets,  or  not  worth  the  expense  of  transportation." 
And  this  is  not  mere  theory.  There  are  twosUong 
cases  in  point.  The  establishment  of  the  manu^ 
factories  at  Brandywine  and  Pittsbuig  enhanced 
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the  Taloe  of  the  neigbborhig  lands  in  tbe  ratio 
above  stated,  and  wonderfully  increased  the  prosr 
perity  and  comforts  of  the  circumjacent  farmers. 
The  same  effect  has  been  produced  in  other  parts 
of  the  Union ;  and  it  would  be  everywhere  pro- 
duced, in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  by  the  same 
canse.  And,  moreover,  the  sons  and  daughters  of 
the  farmers  and  country  laborers,  a  large  portion 
of  whose  time  is  at  present  entirely  wa^ed,  would 
have  a  source  of  profitable  employment,  to  add  to 
the  comforts  and  the  hanpiness  ot  their  parents. 

We  therefore  pray  that,  taking  the  premises 
fully  into  consideration,  you  will  be  pleased  to  re- 
vise the  tariff  in  such  a  mode  as  to  revive  our 
drooping  manufactures,  and  afford  efieotual  pro- 
tection to  the  national  industry. 

P£T£R  S.  DUPONCEAU, 

Andothen. 


REMONSTRANCE  AGAINST  AN  INCREASE 
OF  DUTIES  ON  IMPORTS. 

[Communicated  to  the  House,  Januarj  17,  1820.] 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  RiprtutUaiives  of  ike 
United  States  in  Congreas  aeeembkd : 

The  memorial  of  the  United  Agricultural  So- 
ciety of  Virginia  in  general  meeting  of  their  dele- 


Erom  the  AgricuUural  Society  of  Priwx  George's — 
Thomas  Cocke,  Edmund  Raffin. 

Erom  the  JgricuUural  Society  o/&mskp— John  Ed- 
mund^ Qeorge  Blow,  William  F.  Raffin,  William 
I.  Cocke. 

fVotit  the  Agricultural  Society  of  Surry— Nicholas 
Faulcon,  Charles  H.  Graves,  Richard  Cocke. 

FVom  the  Agricultural  Society  of  Peters&ttry— John 
Penam,  Roger  A.  Jones. 

Rom  the  .^ricultural  Society  of  Brunewick — The- 
ophilus  Field,  John  Jones,  and  Henry  Lewis. 

Your  memorialists  present  themselves  to  your 
honorable  Houses,  as  a  portion  of  the  independent 
agriculturists  of  Vk-ginia.  In  that  character,  we 
design  not  to  harass  our  Representatives  with 
high-wrought  pictures  of  distress  which  their  wis- 
dom could  not  have  anticipated,  and  cannot  re- 
move ;  neither  can  wc  bring  ourselves  to  detail,  in 
the  language  of  complaint,  much  less  of  reproach, 
those  evils  which  we  endure  in  common,  not  only 
with  every  class  and  denomination  of  our  fellow- 
citizens,  but  with  almost  every  rank,  and  descrip- 
tion of  civilized  man.  We  sohcit  not  the  fostering 
care  and  patronage  of  the  Legislature  to  alleviat^ 
by  bounties,  monopolies,  or  protecting  duties,  ca- 
lamities in  their  nature  as  inevitable  as  they  are 
incurable  by  legislative  intenxMition,  because  re- 
sulting from  a  combination  ot  circumstances  over 
which  our  Legislature  can  exercise  no  control. 
War  is  an  unnatural  and  calamitous  state;  its 
evils  must  be  felt  sooner  or  later,  and  not  less 
severely  by  being  deferred.  The  transition  from 
war  to  peace  was  sudden,  and  found  us,  like  the 
rest  of  tne  world,  uuprepared.  But  we  can  bear 
patiently  the  penalty  ol  our  own  improvidence, 
convinced  that  our  distresses  will  be  but  temporary, 


and  recollecting  that  they  wen  preceded  bytwcn^ 
years  of  almost  uninterrupted  prosperity.  In  this 
frame  of  mind,  which  we  recommend  to  the  imi- 
tation of  our  more  discontented  brethren,  we  have 
only  to  solicit,  respectfully  bat  earnestly,  from 
your  wisdom  and  experience,  that  we  be  left  to 
ourselves  to  disembarrass  our  own  afairs  by  active 
industry  and  strict  economy,  instead  of  being  placed 
at  the  mercy  of  interested  individuals,  who  would 
flatter  us  with  relief  by  abridginjg;  our  comforts, 
iucreasinff  our  expense,  and  diverting  to  their  own 
pockets  that  portion  of  the  jirodnce  of  our  labor 
which,  differently  appliedi  might  serve  to  extricate 
us  from  our  pr^ent  dimcidties.  The  undefined 
projects  and  extravagant  claims  of  the  manufactu- 
ring associations,  collected  frcmi  their  circijAais, 
reports  of  committees,  and  other  publications, 
could  alone  lead  us  to  apprehend  that  we  may  not 
be  left  to  this  repose  which  we  so  earnestly  solicit, 
and  which  the  difficulties  of  our  present  situation 
so  imperiously  demand.  We  have  always  sus- 
pected the  policy  of  forcing  any  branch  of  trade 
or  manufacture  by  bounties,  monopolies,  or  pro- 
tecting duties ;  but,  without  entering  inUS  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  general  question,  we  would  respect- 
fully suggest  that  no  period  more  unfavorable  than 
the^resent  could  be  sdected  for  the  commencemoit 
of  an  experimental  course  of  nolitical  economy, 
beginning  with  the  taxation  01  the  many  for  the 
emolument  of  the  few.  When  we  consider  the 
taxes  already  imposed  on  foreign  manufactures, 
(averaging,  perhaps,  twenty-five  per  cent.,)  and 
estimate  the  amount  of  freighL  double  commissions, 
insurances,  and  various  smaller  chaiges  incident 
to  shipping  and  transportipg  to  this  eountiy  the 

E'oducts  S  the  foreign  artisan,  a  moderate  calcu- 
tion  will  give  to  the  American  manu&cturer  an 
advantage  of  forty  per  cent.  If,  to  this  immense 
advantage  over  the  European  competitor,  we  add 
the  cheap  terms  on  which  the  chiet  necessaries  of 
life—meat,  bread,  and  fuel— can  be  procured ;  the 
abundance  in  which  the  raw  materials  are  pro- 
duced I  our  happv  exemption  from  the  whole  of 
that  frightful  catalogue  of  oppressive  taxes,  which, 
barely  to  read,  makes  the  American  citizen  shud- 
der, but  under  the  continually  accumulating  weight 
of  which  the  foreign  artisan  must  labor;  and  stih 
further,  on  the  authority  of  the  advocates  of  pro- 
tecting duties,  a  considerable  capital  unemployed, 
and  numerous  laborers  starving  in  idleness,  and 
you  exhibit  a  series  of  advantages  on  the  side  of  the 
American  manufacturer  which  would  seem  to  put 
competition  in  our  own  market  entirely  out  of  the 

?[uestion.  If,  with  such  overwhelmiug  odds  inhb 
avor,  the  American  declines  to  compete  with  the 
foreign  manufacturer,  we  must  conclude  either  th»t 
eapiuil  is  wanting  to  fit  him  out  for  the  trial,  or  he 
scorns  the  consideration  of  such  profits  as  would 
satisfy  his  opponent.  If  the  former  conclusion  be 
true,  It  demonstrates  the  impropriety  of  attempting 
at  this  time  to  force  manufactures  by  law ;  for,  as 
capital  is  essentially  necessary^  and  cannot  he 
forced  by  law,  we  had  better  await  its  slow  grovth, 
from  the  gradual  operation  of  the  usual  causes ; 
and  whenever  it  arrives  at  sufficient  Daturity^ 
manufactures  will  foUow  without  force.   But  it, 
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on  the  other  hand,  our  mannfactorers  are  lo  im- 1 
patient  to  enrich  themselves  as  to  disdain  the  grad- 
ual aecmnolation  of  moderate  profits,  we  submit 
respectAtUy  to  your  wisdom  the  impolicy  of  sub- 
jectinff  so  large  a  mrtion  of  your  rellow-citizens 
to  raeh  ttnreasonable  cupidity—-of  laying  them  at 
the  mercy  of  an  association  who  ([competition  be^ 
ine  remoTed)  will  no  longer  consider  the  intrinsic 
Tsdoe  of  an  article,  or  what  price  would  afibrd  a 
fair  profit  to  the  manufacturer,  but  how  much  the 
necessities  of  the  consumer  would  enable  them  to 
extort.  Of  this  spirit,  we  had  a  sufficient  specimen 
during  our  late  war  with  Great  Britain. 

In  reply  to  these  arguments,  we  are  told  that 
many  manufhcturing  establishments  have  been 
ruined  for  want  of  protecting  duties.  We  doubt 
not  the  fact  of  ruin ;  but  we  more  than  doubt  the 
cause  assigned  for  it.  We  strongly  suspect  that, 
on  a  fair  iuTestigationp  most  of  the  failures  may  be 
accounted  for  Tery  differently.  For  instance:  1st. 
By  embarking  in  business  on  fictitious  capitab; 
the  sudden  recall  of  which  left  the  adventurers,  as 
they  originally  were,  without  fundi«.  2d.  Engag- 
ing in  speculations  unconnected  with  their  facto- 
riess,  and,  by  the  failure  of  these,  ruining  their 
establishments.  3d.  Prom  the  impatience  of  mw- 
in^  rich,  by  the  gradual  accumulation  of  moderate 
gains,  stimulating  them  to  attempt  establishments 
and  projects  beyond  their  means.  Few,  we  be- 
here,  of  those  wno  commenced  with  real  cajntab, 
and  pursued  their  business  prudently,  have  failed 
to  improTe  their  fortunes.  The  greater  part  of 
this  description  of  persons  acknowl^se,  With  hon- 
est candor,  that  they  are  sufficiently  protected. 
But,  as  we  hare  forced  none  of  our  feliow-citisens 
to  embark  thdr  capitals  in  the  precarious  specula- 
tion  of  establishing  manufactures — ^perhaps  before 
their  time;  nay,  as  they  hare  T<^untarily  mTolved 
themselres  in  ruinous  projects  not  from  patriotic 
motives,  but  riews  purely  selfish,  and  founded  on 
the  faUaeious  prospect  or  a  protracted  war,  we  see 
no  reason  why  they  should  call  upon  us  to  rein- 
state them  by  a  heavy  sacrifice,  and  thisL  too,  at  a 
time  when  it  is  with  the  utmost  difficulty  any  of 
us  can  fulfil  our  own  personal  engagement^  and 
many  are  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  sacrificing 
their  property  to  satirfy  their  creditors.  Under 
these  circumstances,  we  hope  that  your  honorable 
Houses  will  not  deem  unreasonable  our  reniectful 
Temonstiance  against  any  increase  of  burden  be- 
yond the  necessary  expenses  of  our  Qovemment. 

One  fiivorite  aivument  insisted  on  by  the  man- 
ufacturers is  so  ofiensive  a  libel  on  the  great  body 
of  the  American  people,  that  indignation  will  not 
suffer  us  to  pass  it  unnoticed ;  to  wit^  that  the  es- 
tat^hment  of  home  manufactures  is  necessary  to 
keep  the  people  firm  to  their  duty  in  time  of  war. 
Thus,  more  than  insinuating  that  the  millions  of 
independent  hi|^h-minded  argriculturisis  who  peo- 
ple our  extensive  territory,  constituting  at  once 
the  pride  and  the  strength  of  the  nation,  are  to  be 
taught  the  value  of  independence,  and  the  neces- 
sity of  sdf-defence,  by  the  operations  of  an  in- 
considerable number  of  manuikcturers  scattered 
through  the  country. 

In  every  nation,  with  whose  internal  affiiirs  we 


are  familiarly  acquainted,  the  landed  interest  has 
been  proverbial  for  liberality,  in  comparison  with 
any  other  class;  and  we  proudly  believe  the  day 
will  never  arrive  when  the  American  yeoman  will 
not  suffer  himself  patiently  to  be  shorn  to  the  quick 
in  defence  of  the  independence  or  honor  of  his 
country;  while,  if '<you  but  touch  a  bristle  of  the 
manufacturing  interest,  the  whole  sty  is  in  an  up- 
roar." We  wish  not  to  be  placed  under  such  pro- 
tections, especially  when  tneir  projects  for  safety 
are  accompanied  by  the  expression  of  the  alarming 
sentiment,  that  they  consider  the  election  of  a 
President,  a  (Governor,  or  a  Representative  of  the 
people,  as  uninteresting  in  comparison  with  a  ques- 
tion on  the  fabrication  of  druggets,  calico,  and 
penknives. 

The  specious  vision  of  supplying  all  our  own 
wants  by  our  own  labor,  and  thus  being  enabled  to 
isolate  ourselves  from  the  other  members  of  the  hu- 
man family,  we  look  upon  as  a  mere  phantom,  con- 
J'ured  up  for  the  purpose  of  luring  us  into  a  pro- 
libitory  system.  Could  such  a  vision  be  realized, 
we  would  deprecate  its  influence  as  equally  bos- 
tile  to  the  advance  of  science  and  the  duration  of 
liberty.  We  do  not  envy  the  condition  of  the 
Chinese,  the  only  people  completely  abandoned  to 
this  chimera ;  amongst  whom  science  has  been  re- 
trograde for  a  thousand  years,  the  whole  energies 
of  the  human  mind  reduced  to  the  servile  talent 
of  imitation,  and  man  degraded  to  a  state  of  abject 
^[Tovelling  slavery.  Compare  the  timid  slave  creep- 
ing through  shallows  in  nis  clumsy  junk,  with  the 
American  seaman  "among  the  tumbling  moun- 
tains of  ice  of  the  arctic  circle,  penetrating  to  the 
antipodes,  and  engaged  under  the  frozen  serpent  of 
the  South."  ^  Yet  we  know  that  he  has  not  been 
squeezed  into  this  hardy  form,  or  inhaled  this 
darin£[  spirit  from  the  constraints  of  a  watchful  and 
suspicious  Government,  but  that,  through  a  wise 
and  salutary  neglect,  a  generous  nature  has  b&ta 
suffered  to  take  its  own  way  to  j^rfection.  We  are 
firmly  persuaded  that  the  best  interests  of  men  and 
of  nations  are  promoted  by  free  and  extensive  in- 
tercourse one  with  another.  The  great  object  of 
nations  ou^^ht  to  be,  to  procure  the  greatest  possible 
quantity  of  produce  with  the  least  possible  expendi- 
ture of  labor  and  of  capital.  This  can  be  effected 
only  by  permitting  the  people  to  purchase  such  ar- 
ticles as  they  can  buy  cheaper  than  they  can  fab- 
ricate. Thus  would  be  produced  a  most  unre- 
stricted state  of  commerce,  permitting  every 
country  to  employ  its  capital  and  industry  to  the 
greatest  advanta^,  in  devoting  them  to  pursuits 
adapted  to  the  soil  and  climate  of  each^  and  con- 
sonant with  the  genius  of  their  respective  inhab- 
itants. 

For  these,  and  other  considerations  equally  cogent, 
your  memorialists  feel  themselves  constrained  to 
remonstrate  against  the  pretensions  of  the  manu- 
facturing interest,  as  of  a  highly  dangerous  ten* 
dency,  whether  considered  with  respect  to  their 
influence  on  our  Government,  by  esteblishing  the 
precedent  of  investing  one  class  vrith  peculiar 
privileges  and  immunities  at  the  expense  of  the 
rest — a  measure  pregnant  with  the  most  fearful 
consequences,  being  as  inconsistent  with  the  prin- 
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ciples  of  justice  as  incompatible  with  tl^  spirit  of 
our  freeCoastitutioD ;  their  tendency  to  demoralize 
our  people,  by  the  introduotion  of  smuggling — an 
evil  inseparable  from  high  protecting  duties,  and 
one  from  which  the  united  navies  of  Euroj^  and 
America  could  not  guard  a  coast  as^ extensive  as 
ours ;  or  their  effect  on  our  revenue,  already^  dimin- 
ished by  protecting  duties,  without  nroducing  any 
corresponding  energjr  on  the  part  of  our  manuiac- 
Uurers,  and  which,  if  further  diminished  by  an 
increase  of  tariff,  and  bv  diverting  capital  from  the 
purchase  of  public  lands,  must  necessarily  call  for 
a  system  of  mteraal  taxation ;  in  the  present  state 
of  our  affairs,  productive  of  incalculable  distress. 
Commerce  must  decline  under  such  a  system; 
with  its  decline  our  seamen  must  diminish  \  and 
our  gallant  Navy,  a£ter  achieving  more  than  our 
fondest  hopes  could  anticipate,  dwindle  into  insig- 
nificaaoe.  This  sacrifice^  too,  we  are  called  upon 
to  make,  that  our  manufacturers  may  be  enabled 
to  furnish  us  with  cottons  and  woollens  fifty  per 
cent,  higher  than  we  could  procure  them  in  a  lor- 
eign  market. 

with  this  view  of  the  subject,  your  memorialists 
pray  that  no  further  protection  be  granted  to  man- 
ufactures, excepting  such  as  in  your  wisdom  you 
deem  essential  for  national  defence ;  and  that  the 
existing  duties  be  so  reduced,  as  to  produce  the 
greatest  possible  revenue.  And  we  revert  to  our 
original  prayer,  to  be  left  to  ourselves  to  disembar- 
rass our  own  affairs,  without  being  called  on  to 
repair  the  losses  of  any  other  elaas,  still  less  to  ad- 
vance them  to  wealth  and  power  at  the  expense  of 
the  best  iatereats  of  the  American  people* 

JOHN  PEGRAM, 

PrendfiKU  cfthe  IklpgfUi^n. 

EnscQifO  Raffim,  SecniUkfy. 


FBOTBCTION  TO  MANUFA0TURER8  OF 

PAPER. 

[Communicated  to  the  Seoate,  January  18»  1820.] 

7>  iJu  Stngit  and  Motue  of  Rtprtdeniaiivti  of  ihi 
United  States  in  Congreu  luutnbkd: 

The  memooial  of  the  Society  of  Paper  Makers 
of  the  States  of  Pennsylvaftia  aftd  Dttawaie,  re- 
spectfully showeth,  that  at  a  time  when  the  eeono*- 
w»  of  the  United  States,  in  all  its  varioits  branches 
of  manuiactttffe,  presses  itaelf  upon  the  puUio  at- 
tention by  the  exireme  injury  it  snstams,  your 
wemoffialisto  are  impelled,  by  the  deplonble  stale 
of  thftt  which  they  partici^iacly  repmemt,.  to  ask 
fer  the  palfooage  and  assistance  of  the  National 
Lmslature. 

Your  ineDiorialiets  believe  there  are  some  pecu- 
liar features  in  this  manufacture  which,  if  known4 
will  cnlitle  it  to  the  attention  of  Congress.  And 
they  hope  to  be  allowed  to  mention  some  geneiml 
facts  respecting  the  American  jnanufiusUues  which 
ate  needful  to  a  full  view  of  their  owUi 

Yotir  memorialists  represent  a  manu&eture 
which  arose  in  these  States  at  an  early  period  of 
the  settieaient  of  the  ooiuitrTi— i^Kmt  the  year 
1730;  and,  being  produced  beat  the  doiaeitic 


saying  of  a  raw  material  which  offered  no  inicr- 
ference  to  agriculture  or  commerce,  they  conceive 
has  always  been  so  mnch  gaiiied  in  avor  of  ib 
economy  and  industry.  The  aru  depending  upoa 
it  render  it  necessary  to  almost  eTerjr  branch  of 
improTcment,  as  the  printing  of  b«>bs  maps, 
charts,  prints,  newspapers,  dbc.  which  materially 
promote  the  extension  of  knowledge^  the  advance- 
ment of  education^  and  the  varioos  puiposes  of  the 
State. 

In  an  ol^ect  of  such  exlensive  conaumplioB.  we 
cannot  avoid  bringing  into  view  theamonnt  which 
must  have  been  savM  to  the  nation  Dor  a  |^o4  of 
<»e  hundred  years  by  the  use  of  a  domestic  mate- 
rial which  must  othowise  have  beat  loal;  and  by 
the  empioymeat  of  the  youth  of  both  sexes  in  a 
maniifactuie  which  has  been  more  ptodactive 
than  even  agriculture  itself;  the  imporlalion  ^ 
which  would  have  required  the  country  to  pay 
large  sums  annually  for  the  refuse  niatenals  and 
industry  of  fore^n  nations  instead  of  its  own. 

The  paper,  in  common  with  several  of  osr  maa- 
uiactures,  was  protected  previoos  to  the  Revela- 
tion by  the  general  efiiect  of  the  fingikh  laws  in 
favor  of  its  national  industry ;  for,  aSthou^  they 
offered  no  eocouragen^ent  to  us  to  oome  into  com- 
petition with  manufactures  abroad,  they  secured 
from  geaeral  interference  the  benefit  of  our  hoaie 
market. 

These  domestic  establiahineats  were  of  great 
importance  during  the  Revolution,  whea  the  im- 
portations ceased.  The  security  arising  iroia  the 
war  contributed  much  to  their  xmftawtmisikt,  mad. 
coaiinued  after  the  peace  of  1783,  m  coaaeqaence 
of  the  Umited  intercourse  with  Kunipe.  During 
the  long  period  of  the  Buropcan  anar  maay  ^  ^^^ 
niaAufacUires  were  preserved  by  the  iafterRiptioa 
to  those  of  the  Continent,  aad  the  heavy  charges 
of  shipment;  so  that  from  their  first  oricin  until 
the  late  treaty  they  experienced  a  virtnal  protec- 
tion, and  were  prevented  from  being  exposed  to 
ruin  by  the  effect  of  the  law»  made  hf  lofeisB 
Governments  to  promote  their  commctce  and  the 
exteaaion  of  their  trade. 

After  this  time  an  unlimiied  tnteroourae  took 
place  with  distant  nations,  without  regard  to  the 
important  effects  it  would  produce  open  our  do* 
mestic  arranffemeots  aad  economy;  and  it  was 
not  foreeeea  that  when  the  policy  A  every  aalioa 
of  Sorofit  prevented  a  nse  to  ua  of  their  maxketo 
whenever  our  products  come  into  coUtiaion  with 
theirs,  we  were  at  all  times  exposed  to  an  intro- 
duction of  their  manufactured  artide%  not  for  ooi 
re^ar  wants^  but  as  a  vent  for  such  goodi  as  tfaey 
might  hflLve  in  excess.  This  had  an  effect  to  para- 
lyze the  inlecnal  industry  of  the  coimtry  in  a  man- 
ner never  before  experienced  aiaoe  its  aettlenkest; 
and  it  has  placed  us  in  the  simatton  of  several  of 
the  coontnes  of  Europe  whose  maanfttctares  had 
become  superseded  by  thoae  of  a  rival  nation  whiek 
had  acted  under  the  patronage  and  eafioongemcat 
of  ito  own  Governmeat.  Tms,  without  afipcfiva 
regular  supply,  eventually  creates  dc^eadeoee  air 
neceasaries  abroad,  by  the  destraetifen  of  the  pro- 
ductive objects  of  national  wealth* 

Your  menMiiaiisti  ht%  leave  to  rqxMent  that 
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an  effect  of  this  kind  is  easily  pnxliioed ;  for  as 
nMinaAetiires  become  organized,  tne  raw  materials 
of  the  country  are  always  enhanced  by  competi- 
tion, and  the  prices  of  goods  reduced  so  that  they 
yield  Utttemorethana  Mre  living ;  the  economy  of 
business  then  aflbrding  its  chief  emolument.  Of 
couFse,  an  interference  in  the  home  market  pro- 
duces ruin  to  the  regular  establishments,  by  taking 
away  the  sate  of  the  goods ;  creates  in  their  place 
similar  ones  abroad,  to  supply  the  country;  and 
subjects  it  in  future  to  pay  advantageous  if  not 
exorbitant  prices,  without  affording  a  value  to  the 
raw  materiab  of  the  country,  or  furnishing  its 
labor. 

It  appears  from  the  conduct  of  the  nations  sur- 
Tonndtn^  us  that  this  effect  has  been  well  under- 
stood, and  they  have  found  that  the  employment 
of  the  people  in  manufactures,  with  the  aid  of  ma- 
chinery, gives  the  means  of  baying  from  neigh- 
boring agricultural  nations  more  agricultural  pro- 
duets  than  the  same  number  of  people  could  raise 
on  their  own  soil  at  home,  and  that  the  difference 
is  again  in  favor  of  their  national  wealth.  Prom 
this  principle  they  have  confined  the  people  to  the 
consumption  of  the  manuftictured  products  of  the 
nation,  in  pfeference  to  buying  those  of  a  foreign 
one,  even  at  a  lower  price;  because  the  payment 
takes  OQt  of  the  country  the  full  manufactured 
price,  in<^ding  both  cost  and  profit ;  whereas,  if 
the  articles  are  made  at  home,  the  country  receives 
all  the  profit  of  manufacture,  which  is  so  much 
added  to  its  national  stock ;  and  though  the  con- 
sumer may  pay  something  more  for  the  domestic 
articles  he  may  use  in  consequence  of  protecting 
duties,  yet  as  tnese  will  not  amount  to  the  profit 
on  the  manufacture  of  the  eoods,  the  difference 
gained  to  the  country  is  in  favor  of  its  improve- 
ment; and  it  is  more  than  made  up  to  the  con- 
sumer in  the  benefit  derived  either  in  raising  the 
materials,  the  employment  of  the  people,  the  in- 
crease of  industry,  the  benefit  to  agriculture,  the 
circulation  of  money^  or  in  the  full  use  of  all  the 
natural  advantages  or  the  country. 

While  the  introduction  of  manufactures  pre- 
vents this  injurious  exchange,  their  establishment 
at  home  must  increase  a  population  to  consume 
the  product  to  great  advantage. 

Tne  local  situations  for  mills  and  factories  oc- 
cupy but  little  land  fit  for  cultivation,  and  afibrd  a 
market  to  the  farmer,  at  his  own  door,  for  the  arti- 
cles of  the  easiest  and  most  profitable  description, 
which  could  not  bear  the  expense  of  carriage; 
they  ^ive  an  immediate  value  to  his  property,  to 
be  paid  in  barter  for  his  demands  upon  the  manu- 
facturer. The  raw  material,  whetner  it  be  wool, 
iron,  ra^  leather,  or  wood,  or  the  many  wants  a 
population  requires,  are  new  objects  free  from  the 
expense  of  the  labor  of  carriage,  which  takes  place 
in  transporting  them  to  an  uncertain  sale  in  a  dis- 
tant market. 

Your  memorialists  refer  the  application  of  these 
general  remarks  to  their  business.  This  has  yielded 
from  the  factories  within  forty  miles  of  Philadel- 
phia a  manafactured  amount  of  eight  hundred 
tiMusand  dollars,  a  year,  by  which  it  has  employed 
nine  htmdred  and  nfty  persons,  half  of  them  wo- 


men and  children.  This  gives  a  product  of  near 
one  thousand  dollars  per  head  per  year,  the  mate* 
rial  in  this  case  being  a  clear  gain.  It  in,  there- 
fore, a  far  greater  amount  than  could  possibly  be 
obtained  bv  the  employment  of  the  same  people 
on  the  lana.    Now,  as  the  nation  would  have  to 

Eay  this  amount  for  paper  from  abroad,  it  would 
ave  t9  send  abroad  the  produce  of  at  least  four 
thousand  people,  employed  upon  the  land  to  ob- 
tain it,  even  were  the  prices  not  raised  in  conse- 
quence of  our  dependence  upon  them. 

The  rising  establishments  of  the  country  have 
suffered  from  the  efiect  of  thesjrstem  pursuea :  and 
we  believe,  if  they  had  been  timely  guarded  m  the 
manner  they  have  been  abroad,  so  as  to  take  the  ad- 
vantage of  their  prosperity,  they  would  have  pre- 
served their  standing,  and  have  been  now  a  great 
support  to  the  nation,  to  its  agriculture,  and  to  the 
Government. 

A  view  of  the  promss  of  the  manufhcture 
abroad  will  give  us  an  illustration  of  the  principle. 

"The  art  of  making  paper  was  brought  from 
China  into  Persia  in  the  seventh  century,  intro- 
duced into  Spain,  by  the  Arabs,  the  eighth  or 
tenth ;  it  passed  into  France  and  into  Germany 
in  ISie,  and  last  of  all  into  England,  in  1320 
and  1842."* 

"  Before  the  year  1690,  there  was  scarcely  any 
other  kind  of  paper  made  in  Enffkind  but  the  coarse 
brown  sort ;  out  the  war  with  France  coming  on, 
occasioning  duties  on  foreign  paper,  the  French 
Protestant  refugees  settled  in  England  chiefly,  and 
the  English  artificers  also,  began  to  make  white 
writing  and  printing  papers,  which  were  brought 
to  so  great  a  perfection  tor  beauty  and  elegance,  as 
to  supersede  tbe  importations  of  tne  continental  pa- 
pers into  the  British  dominions.  These,  it  was 
said,  saved  a  remittance  to  France  alone  of  one 
hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling  annually ;  and 
the  country  became  able,  in  addition  to  the  supply 
of  its  own  wants,  to  export  kige  amounts  of  pa- 
pers to  foreign  markets,  which  had  previously  been 
supplied  from  the  Continent.^^ 

The  protection  which  the  manufactures  have 
since  received  in  England,  added  to  the  scientific 
skill  of  the  people,  has  carried  it  to  a  higher  de- 
gree of  perfection  than  any  other  nation  of  Europe^ 
so  that  they  have  had  a  general  preference  and 
afford  one  of  her  advantages  of  obtaining  the  pro- 
duets  of  other  nations  by  the  employment  of  her 
peo^e. 

The  duty  endpapers  taken  into  England  has 
remained  for  a  long  time,  by  the  tariff,  at  nineteen 
pence  sterling  per  pound,  and  a  drawback  of  three 
pence  per  pound  is  allowed  on  the  export  of  her 
own  paper,  which  is  equal  to  the  excise  laid  on 
that  consumed  at  home ;  so  that  it  appears  the  ad- 
vantages derived  from  the  employment  of  the  peo- 
ple have  not  been  retarded,  even  when  in  compe- 
tition with  tbe  revenue. 

But  we  have  had  to  contend  alike  affainst  the 
mauufactures  of  England  and  those  of  the  Conti- 
nent ;  for  while  the  improvements  in  this  country 

•  Bdinborgh  EoeydopMlis,  arlide  ''paper/' 
t  Rasa's  BneyslDpsdia,  artiols  <•  piqiar/' 
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required  us  to  make  paper  of  a  superior  quality,  to 
compare  with  the  English  paper,  we  have  had  to 
do  it  under  a  competition  witn  the  prices  of  the 
low  qualities  of  the  papers  from  France,  Spain, 
and  Italy ;  which  beins  excluded  from  England, 
were  sent  here,  and  obtained  a  vale  from  their 
cheapness  when  their  quality  would  not  have  com- 
manded it. 

We  have  been  thus  exposed  to  the  collision  of 
the  interests  of  different  nations  from  which  their 
own  laws  severally  protected  them  at  home,  and 
in  one  of  which  the  export  has  been  even  promoted 
by  a  bounty.  This  would  never  have  taken  effect  | 
but  among  ourselves,  and  it  affords  at  once  a  strik- 
ing instance  of  the  means  us^  to  export  their  sur- 
plus products,  and  to  contend  with  each  other  for 
the  advantage  of  a  distant  market.  Nor  have  the 
various  objects  of  the  country  been  promoted  by 
this  competition. 

The  revenue  obtained  has  not  been  considerable ; 
for  although  large  quantities  of  low  priced  paper, 
from  France,  Spain,  and  Italy,  have  been  import- 
ed, so  as  to  prevent  the  demands  upon  our  fac- 
tories, and  to  anticipate  the  consumption  of  the 
country  very  greatly,  they  have  come  m  as  objects 
of  speculation,  charged  low  to  yield  very  little  od 
valorem  duty ;  the  collusion  of  duties  being  a  lead- 
ins  motive  for  importing  them. 

Our  commerce  has  not  received  much  benefit,  for 
papers  which  have  been  brought  from  the  south  of 
Europe  have  not  given  near  so  great  an  employ 
to  our  vessels  as  the  same  amount  of  capital  in- 
vested in  raes  from  thence  would  have  done,  if  our 
naper  manufacturers  at  home  had  been  protected ; 
for  in  this  case  the  import  of  the  nuinulactured 
paper  would  have  been  superseded  by  the  rags, 
vvhich  would  have  been  a  great  object  of  commer- 
cial attention. 

Nor  have  our  internal  demands  been  usefully 
supplied.  Paper  is  not  only  consumed  for  writing, 
but  for  books,  maps,  newspapers,  prints,  &c.;  re- 
spectively requiring  a  particular  style  for  the  vari- 
ous orders,  which  these  European  papers  could  not 
meet,  nor  would  have  been  used  except  from  an 
extreme  reduction  of  price ;  and  they  have  in  a 
measure  retarded  the  advancement  m  our  arts. 
.When  we  place  these  considerations  with  that  of 
their  coming  in  direct  interference  with  the  whole 
system*  of  our  domestic  industry  and  produce,  the 
sacrifice  of  our  improvement  and  labor  with  that 
of  the  very  ^reat  expenditures  and  investments  of 
millsi  materials,  and  people,  and  every  spirit  of 
ambition  to  bring  this  business  as  an  object  under 
the  security  of  a  nome  market,  we  may  fairly  state 
the  loss  sustained  not  only  to  have  been  private 
but  national. 

Your  memorialists,  therefore,  beg  leave  to  call 
the  attention  of  your  honorable  body  to  interpose 
for  our  relief. 

We  possess  fully  the  means  to  supply  the  con- 
sumption of  the  United  States  with  paper,  the 
domestic  saving  of  our  own  soil,  which  would 
otherwise  be  loss  to  the  community,  of  a  quality 
equal  to  that  of  any  other  country  on  earth,  en- 
tirely adapted  to  every  demand  of  use  or  elegance. 
That  in  a  state  of  fair  trade  we  will  be  able  to  ex- 


port a  considerable  excess  of  manuiiictured  ftper 
to  South  America,  and  many  other  couotras 
where  the  arts  have  not  advanced  as  far  as  bert 
That,  therefore^  all  foreign  supply '»  not  only  uadc- 
cessary,  but  injurious.  That  it  his  offered  not  a 
feir  rivalship,  but  to  giveovenrkehmogqBaQdtie 
of  paper  upon  us,  ordered  upon  qwcuation,  and 
sola  at  auction,  which  has  drawn  off  our  wealth. 
and  operated  to  the  disoouraflcnent  of  the  emoU- 
tion  and  industry  which  woiud  have  arisen  by  the 
employment  of  our  capitals  at  borne. 

The  establishments  which  have  been  long  io 
operation  have  afforded  the  public  every  advan- 
tage of  competition,  .which  has  redueed  the  ^ice 
oi  paper  to  the  consumer  as  low  as  anywheie  in 
the  world  J  and  were  it  even  to  advance,  woald 
tend  to  an  improvement  of  the  arts,  and  place 
them  more  on  a  footiujg  with  RnglaiMi  and  other 
nations,  where  printing,  engravins,  and  other 
branches  of  science,  tending  to  paUic  edacatia 
and  improvement,  are  objects  of  national  encoor- 
agement,  from  which  the  peq)le  doive  so  pre- 
eminent an  advantage. 

The  district  we  represent  offers,  we  thuk,  a 
comparative  view  of  the  state  of  this  manofaeuire 
in  the  country  at  large.  In  this  there  are  etected 
seventy  paper  mills,  which  were  in  fall  opeiauofi 
until  the  importations  after  the  kte  war;  m  thai 
there  were  ninety-five  paper  vat»,wiih  a  costof 
establishments  ot  about  half  a  million  of  doliars, 
employing  nine  hundred  and  fifty  persons  at  an- 
nual wages  of  two  hundred  and  seveoteen  thou- 
sand dollars,  consuming  annually  2,600  tmoi 
rags,  value  ^60,000,  and  produciM  about  8Sw,- 
000  worth  of  paper  a  year;  and  fiom  the  causes 
we  have  mentioned  we  find  now  that  there  remain 
but  seventeen  vats  at  work,  whose  annual  amwfflt 
of  wages  is  $45,000,  and  production  |136,00U; 
leaving  unemployed  seven  hunared  andseFenty- 
five  persons  to  seek  other  means  of  livings  witn  « 
loss  to  the  community  of  2,128  tons  of  rags  un- 
consumed,  which  would  have  produced  a  sanng 
of  $212,000  in  raw  materials,  andsoanufectorec 
amount  of  $624,000.  .  , ,. 

Your  memorialists  cannot  but  state  that  t^e 
ruinous  effects  produced,  as  we  have  represeww, 
would  be  as  severely  fdt  by  the  OoTaiuoent» 
ounelves,  should  it  be  found  needful  to  rely  up 
national  mdustry  for  support;  and  we  c«f»*^°" 
bring  into  view  the  aid  derived  f««tt"ie  W 
establishmenu,  and  the  amount  of  "^^.  ^^^ 
taxes  collected  during  the  war,  when  ttieyww 
an  availing  source  of  income. 

In  this  distric^  the  mills  then  in  fjivc  op^ 
tion  paid,  at  an  average,  two  hundred  dollars  w  vw 
hundred  and  fifty  annually,  per  vat }  V^^^ 
gether  a  revenue  of  twenty  to  twenty-five  tno«» 
dollars,  when  importations  afforded  none;  anaj^^^ 
conceive  the  Government  may  fo"'^  *°.®!|rL,*. 
the  loss  to  the  country  from  that  which  tne  ^ 
nue  would  suffinr  between  the  incoine  <»ff  ^Jigj 
ninety-five  vats  in  fuU  employ,  and  ^e  aidaUo"^ 
by  the  security  of  our  home  market,  m^^ 
with  that  which  would  now  accrue  Ig"  ^ 
teen  vats  exbting  under  the  dcpr^swn  J^!^ 
our  market  with  the  produce  of  foieigo'*"""^ 
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which  has  shot  up  sereoty-eigbt  rats,  left  our  em- 
ployers and  workpeople  cmbarrasaed  and  dispirited, 
while  we  hare  giren  oor  resources,  the  natural 
basis  of  oor  own  support,  toward  the  establish- 
ment of  business,  and  the  creation  of  reTcnnes  in 
the  hands  of  nations  who  are  the  rivals  of  the 
couDtrf  In  its  domestic  as  well  as  political  ad- 
▼anteges. 

Yoar  memorialists  beliere  thevhaTe  given  a 
candid  statement  of  the  fitcts  which  they  have 
brought  before  you ;  they  can  only  rely  upon  the 
wisdom  of  tbe  GoTemment  to  guard  its  national 
interests.  They  beliere  their  cause  to  be  mutually 
involved  with  that  of  their  country;  it  remains 
with  its  Government  to  prevent  the  extension  of 
the  present,  or  the  recurrence  of  future  calamities. 
Their  business  cannot  remain  as  it  is  now  situated ; 
its  advantages  have  left  us,  and  the  shadow  of  it 
only  exists.  They  truly  believe  a  proteetton  grant* 
ed  to  them  protects  thus  fhr  tbe  property  of  the 
nation ;  that  the  policy  adopted  by  the  other  Gov- 
ernments in  this  case  would  secure  the  same  results 
to  us  which  it  has  done  to  them ;  that  it  would 
render  us  independent  at  home,  wmild  employ  and 
enrich  the  nation,  and  would  give  us  a  siuplus 
value  to  export  in  barter  for  the  products  of  foreign 
countries,  useful  and  necessary  to  our  wants. 

Yonr  memorialists  propose  a  duty  of  twenty- 
five  cents  per  pound  on  ail  writing,  printing,  and 
eq>per-pUite  papers,  and  fifteen  cents  per  pound 
on  all  cnhers. 

Your  memorialisls  remain  with  great  respect. 
By  order  of  the  society. 

MARK  WILLCOX,  PnMent, 
Thomas  Gilpin,  Secrekuy. 

Philadelphia,  January  15, 1820. 


PROTECTION  TO  PRINTBRS  OP  BOOKd. 

[Commanicated  to  tbe  Senate,  January  S6,  1820.] 

To  the  Senaie  and  Hau$e  of  Bepreatnialive*  of  ike 
VmUd  Staiee  of  America  tn  Congress  assembled: 

Tbe  subscribers,  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Phil- 
adelphia, beg  leave  to  state  tbat  they  are  exten- 
sireif  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  printed 
books,  a  bnuich  of  business  which  has  increased 
within  a  few  yean  to  such  an  extent  as  could  not 
have  been  anticipated,  and  in  which  there  is  at  this 
moment  as  much  capiodengaaed  as  would  suffice  to 
answer  the  demand,  were  it  tobe  increased  to  treble 
its  present  amount  As  an  evidence  of  this,  they 
state  the  fact  that  there  are  no  less  tha«  five  Family 
BiUes,  and  numerous  smaller  Bibles  and  Testa- 
ments, kepc  constantly  standiujg  in  type  in  this 
country ;  that  a  laige  Latin  Dictionary  has  been 
recenoy  stereotyped  in  Philadelphia,  and  an  Eng- 
lish one  in  New  York  *,  and  reler  also  to  the  nu- 
merous extensire  works  lately  published,  or  now 
in  a  course  of  publication,  amonff  which  are  Rees's, 
Gregory's,  and  Edinburgh  Encyclopedias,  the 
Edinburffii  and  Quarterly  Reviews,  Hume  and 
Smoliett's  England,  (three  editions,)  Gibbon's 
Rome,  (two  editions,)  British  Classics,  British 


Poets,  Ramsey's  Universal  History,  dbc.  dbc. ;  and 
also  to  the  circumstance  that  there  are  ^re  type 
foundries  in  the  United  States,  capable  of  pro- 
ducing types  to  almost  any  extent. 

It  has  attained  its  present  height  without  the  aid 
of  high  duties  ^the  highest,  except  during  the  war, 
ever  imposed,  nein£[  15  per  cent.,)  and  would  not 
now  require  nrotection  against  importations  regu- 
larly made ;  but  tbe  present  state  ot  affairs  in  Great 
Britain  having  lessened  the  demand  for  books  ther& 
many  persons  in  that  country  have  been  induced 
to  turn  their  attention  to  the  United  States,  to  ob- 
tain a  vent  for  their  publications. 

In  consequence,  there  are  great  quantities,  and 
of  very  inferior  quality,  sent  out  for  the  purpose  of 
being  dinosed  of  in  this  country  by  subscription, 
deliverable  in  numbers,  by  which  method  the  pur- 
chasers are  deluded  into  a  belief  that  they  are  ob- 
taining them  at  lower  prices  than  thev  could  be 
procured  of  domestic  manufacture;  whereas  the 
oontrarv  is  the  fact  These  books  are  disposed  of 
by  hawxers,  (all  of  whom  are  foreigners,  and  pay 
nothing  whatever  for  the  support  of  the  General 
or  State  Governments,)  who  are  traversing  the 
whole  ooontrv,  and  obtaminff  subscribers  to  a  great 
extent ;  therwy  destroying  the  business  of  the  reg- 
ular trader,  whether  manufacturer  or  importer. 
They  are  frequently  shipped  to  this  country  in 
such  a  fraudulent  manner  as  to  be  passed  at  the 
custom-houses  for  little  more  than  waste  paper ; 
one  part  or  volume  of  a  work  being  shipped  to  one 
port,  and  the  remainder  to  another,  thereby  defraud- 
ing the  revenue  of  almost  the  whole  duty;  the 
books  beinff  appraised  as  imperfect,  and  therefore 
of  little  value. 

Your  memorialists  believe  that  it  can  only  be 
necessary  to  state  the  fact,  that,  from  the  best  in- 
formation they  can  obtain,  there  have  been  recently 
imported  not  less  than  seven  or  eiffht  hundred 
thousand  numbers  of  a  Family  Bihk,  (while  at 
the  same  time  there  were,  as  before  stated,  not  less 
than  five  Family  Bibles,  one  of  movable  types, 
and  fourof  stereotype  plates,  existing  in  this  coun- 
try, with  a  capital  sufficient  to  supply  almost  ten 
times  the  present  demand  for  that  nook,)  to  con- 
vince you  of  the  necessity  of  adopting  a  system 
that  will  give  protection  to  this  branch  of  manu- 
factuns,  without  which  there  will  be  a  most  dele- 
terious eiiect  produced  upon  it,  which  will  very  se- 
riously afiect  the  type  founders,  paper  makers,  print- 
ers, manufiutturers  of  leather,  bookbinders,  gold- 
beaters, engraven,  dbc. ;  in  all  of  which  branches 
the  supply  is,  we  believe,  fully  equal  to  the  demand. 

Your  memorialists  believe  that  when  your  hon- 
orable body  take  into  consideration  the  powerful 
efiect  produced  in  enlightening  the  great  body  of 
the  community  by  the  quantity  and  cheapness  of 
books,  manufactured  in  this  country,  compared 
with  what  would  have  been  the  efiect  had  we  been 
dependent  upon  Europe  for  our  supplies,  burdened 
with  the  expenses  of  freight^  dbc.^  and  also  that 
every  article  made  use  of  in  this  business  is  entirely 
of  domestic  manufacture,  and  the  great  number  of 
persons  whose  support  depends  wholly  upon  it, 
yon  cannot  fail  to  see  the  propriety  of  securing  the 
I  home  maricet  to  those  citizens  who  have  embarked 
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their  capital  in  it,  and  who  have  displayed  as  much 
enterprise  as  any  other  part  of  the  commiinity, 
without  exception. 

Your  memorialists,  aware  that  you  would  fed 
indisposed  to  make  any  alteration  that  would  be 
likely  to  be  injurious  to  the  cause  of  literature,  and 
believinfl^that  their  interests  and  those  of  literature 
are  perfectly  reconcilable,  beg  leare  to  propose  a 
plan  by  which  they  bdiere  both  will  be  served. 
It  is,  that  the  present  duty  of  fifteen  per  eent. 
on  books  be  repealed ;  that,  m  lieu  thereof^  there 
be  levied  on  tnem  a  specific  duty  of  thirty-three 
and  one-third  cents  per  pound  weight ;  and  that, 
in  order  to  give  greater  encouragement  to  the  bu- 
siness of  b(K>kbinding,  as  well  as  to  place  the  per- 
son who  imports  books  in  sheets,  with  a  view  of 
having  them  bound  in  this  country,  on  an  equal 
footing  with  those  who  import  them  bomidj  there 
be  a  duty  of  fifty  per  cent,  upon  the  binding  of 
whatever  books  are  imported  in  that  state. 

This  alteration  will  have  the  effect  of  exelml- 
ing,  almost  entirely,  the  common  articles,  of  which 
the  mean^  of  production  in  this  country  are  al- 
most unlimited,  and  in  the  manufacture  of  which 
the  competition  is  so  great  as  to  insure  an  ample 
supply  at  fair  prices;  and  will,  at  the  same  time^ 
admit  at  a  fair  rate  of  duty  those  books  in  the 
higher  dq[Mirtments  of  literature  and  science,  for 
which  there  is  not  yet  a  suflSeient  demand  to  war- 
rant printing  them.  It  will  also  have  the  ^ect, 
whicn  is  greatly  to  be  desired,  of  preventing  those 
frauds  upon  the  revenue  which  have  been  precti»- 
ed  to  a  very  considerable  extent,  and  will  make 
all  importers  pay  the  same  duty  upon  the  same 
articles. 

MATHEW  CARET,  <aid  cthef%. 
PHiLADfiLPRiA,  JonuoTy  10,  18S0. 


REM0N6TRANCE  AGAINST  AK  INCltEA8£ 

OP  DUTIES,  Ac. 

[CommnDicatsd  to  the  Hoos«,  isauary  81,  1820.] 

To  the  koMrdbk  the  S^ait  mmd  the  Home  of  M^frt- 
eeniaiiveo  of  ike  United  Stmiee  of  Amenta  in  Con- 
gn$9  QuembUd  .• 

The  nnderaigncd  mesionalists,  merchaiili  and 
inhabitanti  of  Balem.  in  the  Commonwealth  of 
MaaBaohuaetts,  and  or  the  towns  in  its  vicinity, 
beg  leave  moat  resMCtfiilly  to  repment:  TfaM 
thiy  have  seen,  with  mifeigned  regret  and  anr- 
priae,  some  propoaitiona  reoeatly  brought  fisrward 
m  CoBgress^  and  others  advocated  by  respectable 
portions  of  the  community,  which,  in  theiv  hmaUe 
opinions,  are  calculated  seriously  to  injon^  if  not 
eventually  to  destroy,  some  of  the  most  important 
branches  of  the  commeree  and  naviAtion  of  the 
United  States.  The  memoriaiislB  have  not  the 
slightest  intention  of  casting  any  imputation  of  un- 
worthy motives  upon  those,  nrom  whom  on  this  oc- 
casion thev  fed  themselveseompelled  to  differ  in  the 
most  deciaed  manner.  They  areready  to  admit  that 
inany  of  those  who  were  inclined  to  revive  oonmer- 
cial  prohibitions  and  restriotioiia,  and  to  chaoge 
some  of  the  fundamental  rules  of  oar  linaiieial 
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y^  are  governed  hv  AMUives  sekly  ng|^ 
their  own  viewB  of  toe  natioaal  interest.  The? 
are  ftee  also  to  admit  that  the  manolactanog  »• 
terests  of  the  country  deserve  to  reeeire  the  foster- 
ing care  and  patronage  of  the  Gofcnmeot  But 
while  they  make  thoe  admiBsbD&  tbey  also  bq^ 
leave  tosugsest  that  the  interests  of  eommerce  are 
not  less  viul  to  the  w^fare  and  prosperity  of  the 
Union  than  manufiictares ;  and  that  itaer er  can  be 
a  aoand  or  safe  poliev  to  build  up  tboae  upon  tbe 
rains  of  the  other.  U  nder  a  wise  aid  cali^tened 
revenue  system,  the  eommeree  of  oneauitry  iias 
hitherto  advanced  with  a  rapidity  tai  force  which 
have  exceeded  the  most  sanguine  cipteiation«  of  its 
friends.  This  eomnaeree  has  ooa^hatai  largely 
to  the  eaaployment  of  the  capital,  the  indostrv,  a&4 
the  enterpriae  of  our  citizens.  It  has  quicWed 
the  mafon  of  agrkokore,  aiid,  by  iaeieasing  the 
valne  as  well  as  anoont  of  its  piodacts,  has  giToi 
to  the  planter  and  hiaabandmaa  a  reward  in  solid 
profit  lor  their  toils.  It  has  also  matenalirais- 
tained  the  credit  aokd  fiaanoesof  tbeaatioB,  byin- 
soring  a  regular  and  growing  retenue  tknogh  a 
taxation  srarcely  fell,  and  ohettfatty  home  by  all 
classes  of  e«r  eitizen&  It  has  also  girca  birth  to 
oar  Bwal  power,  by  fostering  a  bardy  race  of  sea- 
men, attd  patrontzmg  those  arts  which  are  esieih 
tial  to  the  htiilding,  preservation,  and  sqiipoKOt 
of  shipiL  It  has  greatly  enlamd,  and  the  meaio- 
riidbts  had  almost  said  created,  tbe  moiefed  cap- 
ital of  the  country.  And  the  memorialists  bdieve, 
that  it  cannot  be  too  freouenlly  or  deeply  iaculated 
as  an  axiom  in  politieai  ecotiomy,  tut  productire 
capital,  in  whatever  manner  added  to  the  stock  of 
the  country,  is  equally  boieicial  to  its  ^"'^^^ 
ests.  Its  real  value  oan  never  be  aacectaiaedby 
the  sources  from  whence  it  flows,  bat  from  the 
blessings  which  it  diqienses.  A  millioD  of  dollars 
added  to  the  productive  capital  by  ooDunerce  isat 
least  as  ffseftQ  as  the  snw  aom  added  by  nnao- 
factures. 

The  benefits  of  the  commerce  of  the  Uoited 
States,  which  have  been  enumerated,  are  not  de- 
duced from  theoretioal  reasoningj  they  tie  e- 
tablished  by  thirty  years'  experience,  since  the 
Constiti^ion  was  adopted.  At  thai  tine  our  cap- 
ital was  small,  «id  had  soffeved  fort  aenesof  yean 
a  continaal  dhninution.  Our  igr^^o^^^^'J!^ 
pressed,  and  ourfinaneee  were  eaihi«iit»' .^^ 
changes,  wycfa  a  thrifty  eommeveedttn&gnus  pe- 
riod has  contributed  to  produee^  m  so  ^^^ 
that  they  seareely  r«|«ire  to  be  stand.  There  is 
not  a  single  portion  of  the  country  that  has  w» 
felt  its  benefieial  influence.  On  the  Ka^f 
have  everywhere  flonrishing  towns  aad  eitK^<» 
busy  haunts  of  lodustry,  where  the  produetaw  ?« 
soil  are  accumiOaied  on  their  transit  to  foN^n 
conntries.  In  the  interior,  hmidfeds of  toWB»Mfe 
arisen,  which  but  a  few  years  sfaiee  were  dewjw 
wastes  wr  dreary  forests.  The  agriooltorew  w 
old  States  has  grown  up  and  spread  tt^  "f^ 
thousand  new  directions;  and  our  cotton  sm^ 
wheat,  our  tobaeoo  and  our  jprorisionB,  •«  •*""" 
istering  to  the  wants  of  mWions,  to  whma  e^ 
our  very  naase  was  but  a  short  time  a^v^T 
tm  known. 
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Thi  manonaiists  wooid  raapectfuUy  aak,  if  it  be 
not  a  part  of  the  duty  of  a  wise  nation  to  profit  by 
tbe  le^Bs  of  experience  1  Is  it  just,  is  it  salutary, 
is  it  poliuc,  to  abandon  a  oouiee  which  lias  so  em- 
inently conduced  to  our  welfare,  for  the  purpose 
of  trying  experiments,  the  effeet  of  which  cannot 
be  fully  asoertained,  which  are  founded  upon  mere 
theoretical  doctrines,  at  best  complex  and  question* 
able^and  it  may  be,  in  practice,  ruinous  as  well  to 
apborals  as  to  property  ?  Suppose  it  were  practi- 
cable Co  arrest  the  present  course  of  commerce,  to 
narrow  its  limits,  and  even  reduce  it  to  the  mere 
coasting  trade  of  the  nation ;  is  it  clear  that  the 
capital,  thus  withdrawn  from  commercial  pur- 
suits, could  be  as  usefully  or  as  profitabl^r  employed 
in  any  other  branch  of  business?  It  is  perfeetlv 
certain  that  such  a  change  omst  be  attended  witn 
serere  losses  to  the  merchants,  and  with  ruin  to 
numerous  classes  of  our  citizens,  to  our  seamen 
and  shipwrights,  and  other  artisans,  whose  business 
depends  on,  or  is  connected  with,  eomnwrce.  Cases 
may  possibly  arise  in  which  the  interests  of  a  re- 
sectable portion  of  the  community  may  be  justly 
sacrificed ;  but  they  are  cases  of  extreme  public  ne- 
cessity, not  cases  where  the  rivalry  and  the  interest 
of  one  class  of  men  seek  to  sustain  themselves  by 
destruction  to  another.  In  a  free  country  too  it  may 
well  be  asked  if  it  be  aiegitimate  end  of  govei^nment 
to  control  ^le  ordiaarv  ooenpaliona  of  men,  and  com* 
pel  them  to  confine  tnemselTos  to  pursuits  in  which 
their  habits,  their  feelings,  or  their  enterprise,  for- 
hid  them  to  engage;  While  the  manufactarers 
are  left  firee  to  engage  in  their  own  peculiar  pur- 
suits, eigoying  in  common  with  others  a  reasona- 
ble protection  from  the  Government,  the  memorial- 
ists trust  it  is  no  undue  claim  on  their  own  part  to 
plead  for  the  freedom  of  commerce  also,  as  the 
nalitral  ally  of  agriculture  and  naval  greatness. 
Nothing^  however,  can  be  moce  obvious  than  that 
many  m  the  manufactoiers  and  their  friends  aie 
attempting,  by  fallaeions  statements,  founded  on 
aa  iocerested  policy,  or  a  misguided  zeal,  or  very 
short-sighted  views,  to  uproot  some  of  the  funda- 
mental principles  of  our  revenue  policy,  and  to 
compel  our  nwrchanls  to  abandon  some  of  the 
moat  locative  branches  4)f  commcree  ■ .  .laanehes 
wihich  flJooe  enable  ns  to  .contend  with  success 
against  the  monopoly  and  the  competition  of  £»- 
emx  nations. 

It »  not  a  -little  remarkable,  too,  that  these  at* 
tcniplB,  to  which  the  memoriaUflts  allude,  are  not 
only  ZBBignant  to  .these  maaims  of  free  trade 
which  the  United  States  have  hitherto  so  foicihly 
amd  peiaeveringly  contended  for  as  the  sure  foun* 
datioo  of  national  prosperity,  but  they  are  premed 
upon  Bs  at  a  naoment  when  the  statesmen  of  the 
Old  Worlds  in  admiration  of  the  auceess  .of  our 
policy,  ase  relaxing  the  rigor  of  their  own  systems, 
and  yielding  theouelves  to  the  rational  doctrine, 
that  national  wealth  is  best  promoted  by  a  fne  in- 
terchan^  of  commodities,  upon  ^^rinctpies  of  per- 
fect leapBoeity.  May  the  memonalisto  be  permit- 
ted to  say,  that  it  wovld  be  a  strange  anomaly  in 
Amcaica  to  adopt  a  syalem  which  aound  philosophy 
is  oqilediBg  in  fiurope;  to  attempt  a  menopolv  of 
the  home  maxket,  aiid  yet  daim  an  entire  treeoom 
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of  commerce  abroad;  to  stimulate  our  own  maor 
ufactures  to  an  unnatural  growth,  by  the  exclusion 
of  foreign  manufactures,  and  yet  to  expect  that  no 
retaliatory  measures  would  be  pursued  by  other 
nations  ?  If  we  are  unwilling  to  receive  ibreigii 
manuSuctures,  we  cannot  reasonably  suppose  that 
foreign  nations  will  receive  our  raw  materials; 
we  may  force  other  nations  to  seek  an  inferior 
market  for  their  productions,  but  we  cannot  foree 
them  to  become  buyers  when  they  are  not  sellers, 
or  to  consume  our  cottons  when  they  cannot  pay 
the  price  in  their  own  fabrics.  We  may  compel 
them  to  use  the  cotton  of  the  West  Indies,  or  of 
the  Brazils,  or  of  the  EUist  Indies,  or  the  wh^t  d 
the  Mediterranean — an  experiment  in  its^  suffi- 
ciently dangerous  to  someof^our  most  vital  interests  i 
but  we  cannot  expect  them  to  carry  on  with  us  a 
ruinous  trade,  when  the  profit  is  alll  on  one  side. 
Nations,  like  individuals,  will  pursue  their  own 
interest^  and  sooner  or  later  abandon  a  ttadOf 
however  fixed  may  be  its  habits,  where  there  is  no 
reciprocity  of  benefit. 

There  is  another  consideration  which  the  me* 
morialists  would  respectfully  suggest,  that  is  en- 
titled, in  their  opinion,  to  great  weight  onqaies* 
tions  of  this  nature;  and  tmtt  is,  the  dangers  and 
inconveniences  which  fluctuations  in  the  commer- 
cial policy  of  a  nation  unavoidably  produce.   The 
trade  of  a  nation  is  of  gradual  growth,  and  foroMi 
its  channels  by  slow  and  almost  imperceptible  do* 
grees.    Time  and  confidence^  and  protection  and 
experience,  are  necessary  to  give  it  a  settled  coucse. 
It  insinuates  itself  into  the  general  commerce  of 
the  world  with  difiiculty,  and,  when  incorporated 
into  the  mass,  its  ramificatioas  are  so  numerous  and 
intricate,  that  they  cannot  be  suddenly  withdrawn, 
without  immense  losses  and  iiuuhes.    Even  the 
temporarv  stoppage  of  but  a  single  branch  of  trade 
throws  thousands  out  of  employment,  and,  by 
pressing  the  mass  of  capital  and  shipping  whion 
It  held  engaged  in  its  service  into  other  branches, 
it  i»  sure  to  produce  embarrassment  and  d^we»- 
sion,  and  not  unfrequentlv  ruin  to  the  shipholden 
and  the  merchants.  Besides  all  this,  men  are  slow 
to  engage  their  capital  in  new  pursuits.  They  have  a 
natural  timidity  in  embarkingin  enterpriseato  which 
they  are  not  accustomed;  and  if  the  commercial 
policy  of  the  nation  is  fluetoatinf  « they  fieel  so  much 
insecurity  in  it  that  they  are  miwuliiig  toyield  them* 
selves  up  even  to  prospects  apparently  inviting* 
No  nation  ever  prospered  in  eommeree  natil  ifs 
own  policy  became  settled,  and  the  cbannda  of  its 
trade  were  worn  deep  and  clear.    It  is  to  this 
slat9  of  things  that  the  capitalist  Uxik»  with  con* 
fidence;  because  he  may  conelnde  tha^  if  hia 
profits  are  bjut  small,  they  are  sttbjject  to  a  reaiM»n- 
able  certainty  of  calculation.    Another  state  of 
things  may  suit  the  young  and  enterprising  qiMsc** 
ulators ;  but  it  can  never  be  safe  for  a  nation,  to 
found  its  revenue  upon  a  trade  that  is  not  uniform 
in  its  operations.  Tne  memorialists  most  sincerely 
believe  that  it  is  a  sound  political  maxim,  that  the 
more  free  trade  is,  and  tne  more  widely  it  ciioii* 
lates,  the  more  sure  will  be  its  prosperity  and  that 
of  the  nation.    Every  restriouon,  which  is  not 
indispensable  for  purposes  of  revenue,  is  a  shoal 
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which  will  impede  its  progrees,  and  not  unfre- 
quently  jeopard  its  security. 

Having  made  these  preliminary  ohservations, 
which  they  cannot  deem  unworthy  of  the  serious 
attention  of  the  National  Legislature,  the  memo- 
rialists now  heg  leare  more  particularly  to  call 
the  attention  of  Congress  to  the  measures  which 
have  heen  recently  proposed,  and  apparently  ap- 
proved, for  the  purpose  of  prohibiting  the  intro- 
duction of  foreign  woollen  and  cotton  goods,  and, 
as  auxiliary  thereto,  the  abolition  of  drawbacks 
and  credits  upon  the  duties  due  upon  goods  im- 
ported into  the  United  States ;  measures  which, 
if  adopted,  will,  in  the  opinion  of  the  memori- 
dists,  oring  a  premature  decay  and  a  general  dis- 
tress upon  the  whole  commercial  and  agricultural 
interests  of  the  nation. 

It  has  been  suggested,  both  in  and  out  of  Con- 
gress, when  measures  have  been  heretofore  pro- 
posed having  a  direct  bearine  upon  commercial 
interests,  that  the  silence  of  merchants  ought 
justly  to  be  considered  as  an  acquiescence  in  the 
justice  and  policy  of  such  measures.  Truth  com- 
pels the  memorialists  to  say  that  the  reverse  has 
generally  been  the  case.  The  merchants  of  our 
country  nave  had  a  deep,  and  it  is  hoped  not  an 
ill-founded,  confidence,  m  the  firmness,  the  wis- 
dom, and  enlightened  policy  of  Congress.  They 
have  not  been  prepared  to  suppose  that  old,  and 
well-tried,  and  successful  systems  would  be  aban- 
doned, merely  because  the^  were  assailed  by  those 
whose  interest  or  whose  mistaken  zeailed  them  to 
plan  their  overthrow.  Thev  have  believed  (nor 
18  it  an  idle  or  vain  credulity)  that  our  statesmen, 
selected  from  the  whole  community,  would  watch 
with  anxiety  and  diligence  over  the  interests  of 
all ;  and  that  they  would  dbtinguish  the  natural 
biasses  of  those  whose  judgments  were  blinded  by 
a  partial  view  of  their  own  interests,  from  the 
just  influences  of  superior  political  foresight,  aided 
by  the  most  comprehensive  knowledge.  On  many 
occasions,  therefore,  in  which  their  interests  have 
been  assailed,  (and,  as  the  memorialists  think, 
iniuriously  assailed,)  the  merchants  have  been 
silent,  not  from  indifference,  but  from  confidence; 
not  from  a  sense  of  propriety  and  justice,  but 
from  a  proud  belief  that  their  interests  were  safe, 
when  they  were  understood,  and  that  the  National 
Lcgiriature  could  not  be  presumed  to  want  knowl- 
edge or  inclination  to  protect  them.  On  the  pres- 
ent occasion,  however,  so  wide  have  been  the 
exertions  of  the  manufacturers,  so  plausible  some 
of  their  statements,  and  so  popular,  though  delu- 
•ive,  some  of  their  doettines,  that  the  memorialists 
feel  themselves  called  upon  to  resist  them  in  the 
most  serious  manner,  as  injurious  to  the  country, 
and  to  throw  themselves  upon  the  intelligence  and 
firmness  of  the  representatives  of  the  nation  to 
vindicate  their  rishts. 

The  subjects  of  drawbacks  and  of  credit  upon 
duties  are  intimately  connected  in  their  general 
wpects,  but,  at  the  same  time,  admit  of  some  dis- 
tinct views,  which  may  well  entitle  them  to  separate 
consideration.  Both  of  them  originated  at  the 
earliest  period  of  our  Gk>vemraent,  and  were  in- 
eorpoiated  into  onr  first  revenue  laws.    Both  of 


them  had  the  unequivocal  approfaatioii  oC  our  most 
enlightened  statesmen  of  toat  day,  and  both  d 
them  have  the  sanction  of  nearly  thiitv  yean 
of  experience  in  their  favor.  At  no  pericM  ot  our 
political  history,  until  the  present,  has  any  doobt 
oeen  publicly  breathed,  at  feast  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  memorialists,  of  their  practical  advantages ; 
and  during  this  whole  period  our  oonunerce  has 
been  progressively  increasing.  Almost  aJJ  crom- 
mercial  nations,  too.  have  a  system  analogous  to 
ours  ingrafted  into  their  revenue  regulations.  In 
all,  it  is  believed,  a  discrimination  is  made  between 
goods  imported  tor  home  consumption,  and  those 
designed  for  exportation ;  and  the  dntics  on  the 
latter  are  very  trifiing,  especially  when  eompared 
with  the  duties  usually  paid  on  the  former.  In 
respect  to  credit  for  duties,  the  known  equivalent 
is  the  deposite  of  the  goods  in  entrepot,  and  the 
duties  are  only  paid  after  a  limited  period,  or  upon 
an  eventual  sale  in  the  domestic  market.  In  Great 
Britain,  to  whose  system  of  revenue  ours  bears 
the  strongest  resemblance,  imported  goo<fo  are 
warehoused  under  the  joint  direction  and  keys  of 
the  Government  and  the  owner,  and  the  duties 
are  in  geaeral  paid  when  they  are  disposed  of  in 
the  market  This  system  of  dqiosite  is  exceed- 
ingly expensive,  and  onerous,  and  complieated, 
and  requires  large  stores  in  every  coniniercial  ciiy, 
and  nnmerotts  ofl&cen,  and  is  attended  with  inju- 
rious delay.  Its  object  is  to  sive  the  benefit  of 
credit  to  the  merchant ;  and  it  has  that  effect,  but 
it  is  at  a  heavy  expense  to  the  Government  In 
this  country  the  same  object  is  obtained,  ai  a 
verv  small  expense,  in  a  much  more  simple  way ; 
ana,  where  the  officers  of  the  ^-nKi^ynftm  let  with 
prudence  and  vigilance,  the  risk  of  loss  to  the 
Government,  from  the  non-payment  of  the  bonds,  I 
given  with  sureties,  for  the  duties,  is  small — ^very 
small,  indeed — eompared  with  the  expense  of  the 
other  system.  In  the  district  of  Salem  and  Bev- 
erly, the  whole  amount  ranaining  unpaid  on  bonds  ' 
for  goods  imported,  from  the  origin  of  the  Gbr- 
emment  to  the  present  time,  deductiag  the  de- 
bentures due  and  unpaid  on  the  same  goods,  is 
but  $1,562  46 ;  yet  that  district  alone  has  ininialied 
manv  millions  to  therevenne  of  the  Untied  States. 
The  fact,  however,  that  in  all  fiw^ga  eomBocr- 
cial  nations,  a  credit  is  allowed  for  docies  npon  I 
goods  imported,  and  a  drawback  is  allowed  di- 
rectly or  indirootly  upon  exportation,  seems  to 
justify,  in  an  eminent  degree*  the  opinion  that  the 
system  is  useful  to  the  public,  and  salntary  to 
commerce.  And  the  experience  of  this  eonntry  is 
entirely  in  its  favor.  It  may,  then,  with  some 
confidence,  be  asked,  why  should  it  be  ebangcdl 
Why  should  we  leave  &et  for  oonjeelaie,  and 
hazard,  new  experiments  in  cases  when  the  great 
objects  of  the  Government  have  been  already  at- 
tained ?  Why  should  we  involve  the  immense 
manufacturing,  agricultural,  and  other  interests, 
connected  diraetly  with  commerce,  in  disdess  or 
ruin,  for  the  purposeof  speculating  in  newaehciaes, 
ill  adapted  to  the  state  of  our  country,  and  whose 
success  is  yet  to  be  ascertained?  It  appears  Co  the 
memorialists  that  it  is  incumbent  on  thvewbo 
would  lead  the  nation  into  sach  ocbenea,  lo  de- 
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monstnte  their  wisdom  and  policy  before  they 
are  adopted ;  and  not,  by  arithmetical  calcniations, 
bottomed  on  risionary  notions,  to  call  upon  the 
nation  to  reject  the  lights  already  furnished  by  its 
own  experience. 

But  it  may,  perhaps,  be  inquired,  what  are  the 
benefits  deriFea  to  commerce  from  a  credit  upon 
duties?  The  memorialists  are  perfectly  willing 
to  state  some  of  the  leading  benefits,  public  as 
well  as  private;  for  in  this,  as  in  almost  all  the 
Jike  cases,  public  and  private  interests  go  hand  in 
hand* 

It  will  not  be  denied  that  the  United  States, 
even  at  the  present  time,  does  not,  when  com- 
pared with  the  great  nations  in  Europe,  abound  in 
moneyed  capital.    This  is  in  almost  every  nation 
a  subject  of  slow  accumulation,  even  under  cir- 
cumstances peculiarly  favorable  to  its  growth ;  but 
in  a  young  nation  the  obstacles  are  generally 
great,  from  the  character  and  various  "purmiits  of 
ue  inhabitants,  the  extent  of  their  wants,  and  the 
rivalry  and  superior  advantages  for  its  employ* 
ment  presented  by  flourishing  nations.    At  the 
time  when  the  United  States  aidopted  its  system  of 
credits  and  drawbacks  on  duties,  its  moneyed  cap- 
ital was  very  small ;  and  the  great  policy  of  the 
Qovemment  was  to  give  every  faciHty  for  its  full 
employment.    It  is  obvious  that  the  more  capital 
is  employed  in  commerce,  the  more  extensive  will 
be  its  reach,  and  the  more  revenue  will  be  ac- 
quired by  the  Qovemment.    Whatever  of  capital, 
naturally  flowing  in  this  channel,  is  withdrawn 
from  it  and  remains  unemployed,  is  so  much  lost 
to  the  commerce  of  the  country.    The  duties  upon 
the  importation  of  goods  are,  on  an  average,  at 
least  twenty*five  per  cent,  of  the  value  of  those 
^oods,  or  of  the  capital  employed.    It  follows  that, 
i£  this  is  immediately  withdrawn  from  the  funds 
of  the  merchant,  it  is  so  much  loss  of  his  com- 
mercial capital.    A  little  detail  will  render  this 
apparent.    Whenever  a  voyage  is  undertaken, 
the  merchant  invests  as  much  capital  as  bethinks 
neceasary  lor  the  purchase  of  the  goods  to  be  im- 
ported, and  also  as  much  moc«  as  will  be  neces- 
sary to  meet  all  the  disbursements  and  expenses  of 
the  voyage.    All  this  is  paid  in  advance.    When 
the  goods  are  imported,  they  are  not  immediately 
aold.    The  market  may  be  depressed,  or  the  goods 
be  of  slo«r  consumption,  or  not  be  adanted  to  the 
wmnta  of  this  cotmtry,  or  be  ultimately  destined 
for  a  Ibteign  market.    In  these  cases,  (and  these 
are  common  eases,)  it  is  obvious  that  no  immedi- 
ate sale  can  be  made  without  great  sacrifices — 
aacrifieei  which  are  wholly  inconsistent  with  any 
profitable  ocNBmerce.  Even  when  sales  are  effected, 
they  are  vaiely  made  for  cash.    A  credit  is  almost 
miveiaally  allowed  to  the  ourchaser,  varying  ac- 
eofdiag  to  the  nature  of  tne  commodity  and  the 
demand  in  the  market,  from  four  to  eight,  and 
even  twelve  months.    Under  such  circumstances, 
if  a  cash  payment  is  required  for  the  duties,  it  is 
obvious  that  the  merchant  must  either,  in  antici- 
pation of  this  demand,  gradually  withdraw  from 
his  other  business  a  portion  of  his  capital  equal  to 
the  dntiea;  or  he  must  divert  an  equal  portion 
zeadf  to  be  emptoyed  in  another  voyage ;  or  he 


must  procure  money  upon  credit  from  other  souroee, 
loaded  with  the  payment  of  interest ;  or  he  must 
consent  to  make  enormous  sacrifices,  by  an  imme- 
diate forced  sale.    If  he  be  a  prudent,  cautions 
merchant,  this  very  circumstance  will  operate  to 
prevent  him  from  employing  his  whole  capital  in 
commerce,  lest  he  should  be  compelled  to  make 
ruinous  sacrifices,  or,  by  a  mere  temporary  depres- 
sion of  the  market,  be  exposed  to  tne  most  pain- 
ful embarrassments.    It  is  with  the  express  view 
of  preventing  this  paby  upon  commercial  opem- 
tioDs,  that  a  credit  upon  duties  has  been  allowed 
by  the  wise  and  great  men  who  have  hitherto 
governed  our  country ;  and  this  credit  is  carefully 
adjusted  to  the  different  portions  of  our  trade,  so 
as  to  form  a  credit  equal^  in  a  general  view,  to  the 
time  consumed  and  credit  allowed  before  the  mer- 
chant receives  his  money  upon  the  sales  of  the 
goods  upon  which  the  specific  duties  have  accrued. 
In  confirmation  of  this  ^neral  statement,  the 
memorialists  would  respectfully  call  the  attention 
of  Congress  to  the  East  India  trade — a  trade  in 
which  Salem  has  been  long,  and  deeply,  and  suc- 
cessfully engaged ;  a  trade,  too,  which,  however, 
decried  by  the  misguided  zeal  of  some,  and  the 
interested  suggestions  of  others,  has  largely  con- 
tributed to  the  revenue  of  the  United  States,  and 
yields  not  in  importance  lb  any  other  branch  of 
commerce.    Voyages  to  the  East  Indies  are  under- 
taken at  very  heavy  expense,  and  with  proportion- 
ably  large  capitals.    The  goods  that  are  Drought 
home  consist  of  articles  either  of  such  high  prices, 
such  slow  consumption^  or  of  such  bulk  and  quan- 
tity, as  require  a  considerable  length  of  time  be- 
fore they  can  be  sold  at  a  reasonable  profit,  and 
the  money  actually  realized  upon  the  sale.    The 
home  market,  too,  for  many  of  these  goods,  is  so 
limited,  that,  ultimately,  a  re-exportation  to  Eu- 
rope becomes  indispensable ;  and,  after  a  second 
voyage,  thus  undertaken^  the  proceeds  find  their 
vray,  by  a  circuitous  remittance,  to  England ;  and 
then  a^ain,  before  the  merchant  can  realize  his 
funds,  he  must  have  notice  of  the  remittance,  and 
be  able  to  sell  his  exchange  at  a  reasonable  rate  in 
the  market.    It  is  not  uncommon  for  cargoes  de- 
signed for  home  consumption  to  remain  on  hand 
for  six  months,  and  sometimes  a  twelvemonth; 
and  when  sales  are  effected,  the  usual  credit  it 
from  four  to  eight  and  twelve  months.    So  that, 
even  with  the  credit  for  duties  allowed  in  this 
trade,  it  usually  happens  that  the  first  and  second 
instalments  become  due  before  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  have  been  realized,  and,  not  unfreqoently^ 
before  the  cargoes  have  been  finally  disposed  of. 
Yet  the  duties  on  these  voyages  are  exceedingly 
heavy,  amounting,  in  some  cases,  to  #10(^000 ;  a 
sum  which  even  our  wealthiest  merchants  ooold 
not  readily  advance,  and  which  would  materially 
check  even  their  commercial  expeditiona^    It  is 
not  too  much  to  declare  that,  in  afl  probability,  an 
abolition  of  the  credit  of  duties  would  immedi- 
ately occasion  a  diminution  of  the  East  India 
trade  one-quarter  part^  and,  of  course,  occasion  a 
proportionate  dimtnuuon  of  our  revenue,  and  of 
employment  to  those  whose  bread  is  as  hardly 
earned,  and  whose  lives  are  as  dear,  and  whose 
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welfare  is  as  important  to  the  country,  as  those  of 
the  manufacturers,  who  seek  to  found  their  own 
fortunes  upon  the  ruins  of  this  commerce. 

Some  of  the  ill  eJBfects  which  would  result  from 
the  abolition  of  this  credit  will  be  obvious  to  the 
most  careless  observer.  There  is  no  pretence  to 
say  that  there  is  a  superabundance  of  moneyed 
capital  in  our  country.  The  universal  opinion 
proclaims,  in  a  manner  too  audible  and  too  distinct 
to  be  misunderstood,  that  much  of  the  public  dis- 
tress arises  from  a  deficiency  of  capital.  The  first 
fffebt,  therefore^  of  the  abolition  of  this  credit, 
v<mld  be  a  diminution  of  active  capital  engaged 
in  trade,  and  yielding  a  profit.  It  would  be  hoard- 
ed up  to  meet  the  anticipated  demands  of  the  Gov- 
ernment for  accruing  duties.  The  revenue  would, 
as  has  been  already  intimated,  immediately  sufier. 
But  other  evils,  of  a  ^ill  graver  cast,  would  ensue. 
Men  of  small  capitals  could  no  longer  engage  in 
trade,  and  least  of  all  in  a  trade  where  the  voya- 
ges were  long  and  the  returns  slow.  Capitalists, 
and  they  alone,  could  successfully  carry  on  the 
peat  Wnches  of  commerce ;  and  in  their  hands 
It  would  become  a  monopoly,  which  they  might 
wield  and  manage  at  their  own  pleasure.  The 
youngand  enterprising  merchants  would  be  crushed 
in  their  attempts  at  competition,  and  would  be 
eompelled  to  navigate  only  in  those  narrow  chan- 
nels where  trade  almost  stagnates,  or  vields  a 
scanty  subsistence.  Another  necessary  result  would 
be  the  enhancement  of  the  prices  of  all  foreign 
articles  of  domestic  consumption.  The  merehuU 
would  charge  an  interest  and  profit  upon  every 
advance  made  to  the  Government  in  the  shape  of 
duties;  and  thus  the  consumer,  upon  whom  all 
such  charges  ultimately  fall^  would  pay  these  ad- 
ditional charses,  together  with  the  ennanced  price, 
which  a  smaller  importation,  with  an  equal  de- 
mand, would  necessarily  produce.  These  are  evils 
ef  no  ordinary  magnitude ;  and  it  is  confidently 
believed  that  no  wise  Legidature  would  introduce 
them  upon  mere  specuutions,  thus  taxing  the 
Whole  for  the  conjecforal  benefit  of  the  few. 

In  respect  to  drawbacks,  some  additional  con- 
siderations seefn  necessary  to  be  staited,  inasmuch 
is  the  subject  has  been  greatly  misundemtood  by 
some  of  those  who  advocate  their  abolition.  The 
drawback  of  duties  is  allowed  upon  importations 
of  Koods  into  the  country,  wbicn  are  re<«xported 
wil^in  a  year  from  the  time  of  their  entry.  The 
dkjeetc^  the  system  is  to  increase  the  navigation 
and  commerce  of  the  country,  by  securing  to  our 
citixens  a  carrying  trade,  between  distant  and 
forei^  nations,  in  commodities  which  are  either 
unsuitable  to  our  market,  or  of  which  a  great  sur- 
plus is  imported.  In  every  such  case,  the  Govern- 
ment derives  a  direct  revenue  of  two  and  one-half 
per  cent  on  the  duties  of  the  re-exported  jgioods; 
this  amount  being  always  retained.  This  is  a 
positive  benefit  to  the  Government.  It  is  obvious 
that,  if  no  drawback  were  allowed  upon  such  re- 
exportation, no  sBorplus  beyond  the  consumption 
would  ever  be  imp<nrted ;  for,  upon  such  re-expor- 
tation, the  eoods  would  be  loaaed  with  the  wnole 
duty,  and  the  merchant  could  not  afibrd  to  sell 
lh«ii  80  cheap  in  the  Ibreign  market,  by  the  full 


amount  of  that  duty,  wfaidi  would  much  exeeid 
the  whole  profit  reasonably  to  be  expected  upon 
the  goods.  Under  such  circumstances,  the  ship- 
ping and  capital  of  foreign  merchants  would  he 
exclusively  en^ged  in  the  carrying  tnde^  and  all 
the  benefits  otan  increased  employment  for  our 
seamen,  our  shipwrights,  and  our  ships,  including 
freight  and  profits,  would  be  endreiy  iosL  This 
is  stated  upon  the  supposition  that  such  a  trade 
could  not  oe  carried  on,  except  drcoiloiisJy,  and 
after  an  actual  importation  into  the  United  States ; 
and  this  is  regularly  true  in  respect  to  the  whole 
trade  with  the  Bntish  East  Indies,  with  which 
we  are  not  pomitted  to  carry  on  any  trade  direct 
to  Europe,  but  are  compelled,  by  treaty,  first  to 
land  the  goods  in  the  United  States. 

In  respect  to  the  other  portions  of  the  eartyin^ 
trade,  the  abolition  of  drawbacks  woukl  imnedi- 
ately  lead  to  a  direct  trade  between  foreign  ports, 
whenever  foreign  nations  would  pennit  our  mer- 
chants to  engage  in  it  This  wouhl  oonpci  them 
to  equip,  repair,  and  man  their  ships  in  Europe^ 
and  thus  to  give  all  their  disbmMncals  in  tnis 
great  trade  to  fiireij(neiB.  No  goods  would  be  im- 
ported into  the  Umted  States^  either  from  Europe 
or  India,  which  were  not  indispenaablefiDr  ovr  con- 
sumption; and  this  diminished  supi^y  of  thehome 
market  would  increase  speeulatian,  and  tend  to 
jvoduoe,  in  a  very  great  degree,  alieraatiiigfltteliia- 
tions  from  a  deprosed  to  a  high  marfceL  Com- 
mercial adventures  would  be  thereby  raidered  more 
hazardous  and  precarious,  since  the  fimign  market 
would  be  ordinarily  cut  off  after  an  importalioo 
into  the  United  States;  and  if,  at  any  monent^ 
the  foreign  market  should  happen  to  be  so  high  as 
to  justify  an  exportation,  an  artificial  scardty,  hx 
beyond  what  now  can  ever  arise,  would  imoiedi- 
ately  ensue  in  the  United  States.  The  aheJitton 
of  drawbacks  would,  in  this  view,  operate  as  a  di- 
rect tax  upon  the  consumers  in  this  countrr.  It 
would  diminish  the  productive  revenue,  and  give 
a  foreign  character  to  our  seamen  and  comnieioe^ 
instead  of  ooncentiatiag  both  as  their  hone  in  the 
bosom  of  the  counlsy.  Nor  shonld  it  be  forgotten 
how  highly  important  the  carrying  trade  has  luUk- 
crto  been,  and  how  much  it  has  increased  oor  mo- 
neyed capital.  During  the  years  1008^  1803;  mad 
1804,  the  drawbacks  allowed,  on  an  average  of 
these  years,  considerably  eseeeded  a  quarter  part 
of  the  duties  secured  to  the  Govenmnnt;  m.  the 
succeeding  years,  18051,  1806,  aad  1607,  they  con- 
stituted more  than  a  tbod  of  the  whole  dntiea.  So 
that,  on  an  average  o£  theae  six  yean,  die  last 
three  of  which  were  the  most  prospefoos  years  of 
our  commerce,  the  cany  tM  trade  consiitntea  Dcaiiy 
one-third  of  our  whole  foreign  eomnmeek  And 
although  this  carrying  trade  be  nowv,  6om  the 
generu  state  of  the  world,  somewhat  diminMhcd, 
yet  it  still  remains  one  of  the  most  lucrative  hnn- 
ches  of  our  commerce,  and  yields  a  steady  vevcnne 
to  the  Government  Under  this  aspect  of  the  sub- 
ject, the  memorialiets  would  respeetfulhr  inqaoe 
whether  the  abc^tion  of  drawbaeas  would  nor  Ae 
disastrous  to  the  most  tmpoitant  interesta  of  our 
country,  and  dry  up  some  of  the  bestaounes  «f  oor 
nationalglory  as  well  aa  national  wealth  f  Let  it 
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be  eoawdered,  abo,  thai  the  policv  of  aU  conmwr^ 
cial  natiooshfts  oniformly  diclatea  theaamecounc^ 
and  tlial  drawbacks,  or  their  equivalent,  are  uni- 
formljr  hdd  onl  as  an  encouraf  emeat  to  imporla- 
tioas,  and  thus  the  sttppiy  is  aiiraya  kept  considor- 
aUy  abore  the  domestic  cons«mption.  and  enter- 
prise and  industry  are  protectea  and  rewarded. 
Will  Atneriea  be  the  first  to  abandon  a  policy  fay 
which  she  has  so  greatly  profited?  At  the  very 
jDoment  when  her  conuneroe  is  gasping  for  life, 
from  the  aocnaialaled  competitions  of  foreign  na- 
tions, zealous  for  their  own  interests,  will  she  aid 
the  blows  aimed  at  its  existence,  and  consign  it  to 
a  pranataie  detraction? 

The  next  subject  to  which  the  memorialists 
would  respeetfauy  ask  the  attention  of  Congfcn, 
is  a  measure  very  pertinaciously  and  zealously  ad* 
Yocated  by  raanufaclnreFS  and  their  friends-^they 
meaa  the  entire  prohibition^  either  directly,  or  by 
duties  equivalent  to  a  nrohibition,  of  the  importa* 
tion  of  cotton  and  woollen  goods«  That  the  tariff 
of  duties  now  existing  is  singularly  favorable  to 
manofaetures,  the  memorialists  had  supposed  would 
have  been  freely  admitted.  Whatever  attioles  are 
useful  for  domestio  manufactures  pay  but  a  trivial 
duty;  whatever  articles  can  be  wrought  here  are 
loaded  with  a  heavy  duty,  varying  from  fifteen  to 
thirty  per  cent,  ad  valocem.  The  dotv  upon  East 
India  cottons  is  indeed  eaorauiuB^and  pnctically 
amounts  to  a  total  prohibitioB.  The  coarser  fan- 
Tics  of  cotton  in  the  British  Bast  Indies  ctet  about 
six  cents  a  squaie  ^ ard,  and  were  formerly  import- 
ed HI  large  <|iia&ttties  into  the  United  Sutes,  and 
supplied  the  poorer  classes  of  citizens  with  neees 
saiy  though  humUe  clothing.  The  tariff  direetB 
a&  such  cottona  to  be  estioBated  at  the  cost  of 
twenty-five  cents  per  square  yard,  and  levies  upon 
them,  theref<»e^  a  duty  of  one  hundred  per  cent, 
or  asum  equal  to  their  original  cost.  During  the 
years  1802,  1803,  and  1804,  the  average  in^iorts 
from  the  British  East  Indies  were  about  three  mil- 
lions and  a  half  of  dollars;  of  which  a  little  short 
of  three  millions  were  goods  paying  ad  valorem 
duties,  being  principally  white  cotton  goods.  In 
1807,  the  goods  payingad  valorem  dutiesj  imported 
from  the  aame  maees,  had  increased  to  upwards  of 
four  millions  ot  dollars.  In  the  same  year  fifteen 
ships  were  employed  in  this  trade  from  the  town 
of  Salem  alone.  In  the  past  year  two  only  have 
beensoepiployedj  and,  for  the  four  years  last  past,  no 
ootton  piece  goods  have  been  imported  into  mis 
town  mr  home  consimiption ;  the  duty-  alone 
amoantiag  to  a  prohibition.  The  sacrifice  of  this 
hranch  et  our  trade  alone  has  very  seriously  a#- 
fiBBled  the  whole  mercantile  commutdty  eng^^^ 
in  Bast  India  oommtsce,  and  has  nowhere  been 
mote  snsiblf  or  in|nriousiy  felt  than  in  Salem. 
It^  operalad,  too,  as  an  excessive  tax  upon  the 
poorer  cunsea  of  the  oonNnuait^,  who  have  been 
eompeMed  to  buy  domestic  fabrics  to  supply  their 
wants,  at  hiffher  prices,  which  tiiek  narrow  means 
CMdd  iM  afford.  It  has  also  annually  struck  off 
&aat  the  revenue  of  the  Qovemment  the  whole 
duty  upon  aew^en^eightbs^theimpertationsof  Bast 
Ittdrn  cottons;  that  proportion  naving  beenab- 
sodbed  by  tba  domastic  oonsaistitiDn.    The  loes'  to 


our  ship  owners,  and  seamen,  and  commercial  ap> 
tisans,  has  been  proportionaoly  great.  And  the 
memorialists  cannot  refirain  from  expressing  their 
decided  convictions,  that  this  sacrifice  was  not 
called  for  by  the  public  interests,  but  was  a  liberal 
indulgence  granted  for  the  exclusive  benefit  of  the 
maniuacturers,  and  pressed  upon  the  nation  by 
their  importunate  sobcitations.  However  painful 
this  measure  was,  it  was  borne  in  silence,  under 
die  hope  that  ez|>erienoe  would  one  day  establish 
the  propriety  of  its  repeal,  and  that  the  zeal  of  the 
manufacturers  would  be  satisfied  with  the  destmo- 
tion  of  one  branch  of  commerce,  and  the  heavy 
duties  imposed  upon  all  others. 

These  expectations^  howevtf,  have  not  been 
realized:  and  the  memorialists  now  leani)  with 
regret,  that  one  sacrifice  is  to  be  demanded  afler 
anothen  and  one  prohibition  heaped  upon  another, 
by  the  friends  of  manufactures,  until  all  the  sonroes 
of  foreign  commerce  are  dried  up,  and  domestic 
manufactures  sustained,  by  enormous  bounties, 
absorb  the  whole  moneyed  capital  of  the  nation. 
The  memorialists  would  most  respectfully,  but 
most  solemnly,  protest  against  the  policy  and  the 
justice  of  saon  measures. 

And  what  are  the  claims,  the  memorialists  b^ 
leave  respectfully  to  ask,  of  any  class  of  our  citt- 
sens,  to  throw  such  enormous  burdens  upon  the 
other  classes  of  the  community?  Is  the  agrieut- 
tural  interest  nothin|r?  Is  the  commercial  interest 
nothing?  Ate  the  mterest  of  the  puUic  and  its 
revenues  nothing?  The  cotton  and  woollen  trade 
is  akeady^  loaded  with  twenty  and  twenty-five  per 
cent*  duties;  and  if  there  be  added  the  freight  and 
charges  upon  importation,  the  d(»aesdc  manufac* 
tares  have  now  an  encomragement  of  the  profit  of 
fram  thirty  to  thirty-five  per  cent,  more  than  the  Eu- 
ropean manufacturers  possess^  if  the  same  art 
can  be  manufactured  as  cheap  at  home  as  abr 
In  respect  to  the  Bast  India  cotton  trader  the  encou^ 
mgemeut  is  stili  more  striking ;  the  duties  upon 
the  coarsest  fabrics  in  that  trade  aniountlng,a8nas 
been  already  seen,  to  one  hundred  pet  cent,  upon 
the  original  cost.  And  if  cotton  and  woollen 
goods  cannot  be  manufactured  here  and  sold  as 
cheap,  vrith  all  these  diflferences  of  duty  in  their 
favor,  does  it  not  establish  the  conclusion  that  sudk 
manufactures  are  not  the  natural  growth  of  out 
present  situation,  and  are  not  adapted  to  the  phy- 
sical, and  moral,  aad  happy  ccvMJition  of  the  peo- 
ple? Why  should  the  ftumer,  and  the  planter,  and 
the  merchant,  and  the  mechanics,  and  the  laboring 
classes  of  the  community,  be  taxed  for  the  neces- 
saries of  life  a  sum  equal  to  more  than  ooe^uarter 
part  of  their  whole  expenditures  on  these  ohjecti^ 
that  the  nutnulacturers  may  put  this  sum  into 
'their  own  pockets? 

The  memorialists  are  no  enemies  to  manufao- 
tures;  but  they  most  sincerely  express  it  as  their 
deliberate  judgment  that  no  manufactures  ought 
to  be  patronized  in  the  country  which  will  not 
grow  up  and  support  themselves  in  every  compe^ 
tition  in  the  marxet,  under  the  ordiuarj  ptotioc^mf 
duty  I  that  the  only  manufhctures  which  caq  ultt*> 
matttf  flouri^  here  are  those  which  are  of  dow 
growta  and  moderate  profit,  such  as  can  be 
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on  by  capitalists  with  ecoDomy  and  steadiness ; 
and  that  a  change  of  system,  which  should  sud- 
denly introduce  great  profits,  by  encouraging  un- 
due speculation,  and  the  expectation  of  inordinate 
gain,  would  end  in  the  deepest  injuries  even  to 
manufacturing  establishments.  The  history  of  the 
cotton  manufactories  in  New  England  completely 
demonstrates  the  truth  of  these  positions.  They 
grew  up  gradually,  under  the  protection  of  our  or- 
dinary duties,  in  a  time  of  peace,  and  were  profita- 
ble to  those  engaged  in  them.  But  when  theembar- 
^  and  non-importation  systems  produced>  defi- 
ciency in  the  foreign  supply,  a  feverish  excitement 
was  produced;  manufactories  were  established 
without  sufficient  capital;  extravagant  expendi- 
tures in  buildings  and  machinery  followed ;  for  a 
while  the  demand  was  ereat,  and  the  profits  high, 
but,  upon  the  return  of  the  ordinary  state  of  things, 
many  of  these  establishments  sunk^  one  after  an- 
other, and  involved  their  owners  in  ruin.  And 
such,  in  the  opinion  of  the  memorialists,  would  be 
the  scene  acted  over  again  in  a  few  years,  if  the 
manufacturers  could  now  succeed  in  accomplish- 
ing their  present  objects.  For  a  short  time  their 
establishments  would  flourish ;  but  in  a  free  coun- 
try like  ours,  there  would  bea  reactioaof  the  other 
Sreat  interests  of  the  community,  and  the  national 
istress  and  national  policy  would  soon  require  a 
lepeal  of  the  monopolizing  system.  A  moderate 
protecting  duty  is  the  best  support  of  domestic 
manufactures,  for  the  very  reason  that  it  may  be 
safely  calculated  on  as  permanent.  It  may  not 
encourage  speculation,  but  it  will  encourage  the 
employment  of  capital,  as  fast  as  safety  and  a  rea- 
sonable profit  are  connected  with  it. 

Nor  will  the  high  prices  and  eventual  insecuritv 
to  domestic  manuiactures  be  the  only  evils  attoM- 
ant  upon  this  prohibitory  system.  It  will  encou- 
rage smuggling  and  frauds  to  an  extent  truly 
formidable,  and  never  yet  practised  in  our  coun- 
try ;  and  the  same  effect  will  arise,  though  in  a 
more  limited  degree,  from  the  abolition  of  draw- 
backs and  credit  on  duties.  The  utter  impossibil- 
ity of  suppressing  frauds  and  smuggling,  where 
the  markets  are  very  high,  and  the  prohibitions 
very  extensive,  has  been  demonstrated  by  the  ex- 
perience of  all  Europe.  During  the  most  rigorous 
enforcement  of  the  continental  exclusion  of  Brit- 
ish manufactures,  aided  by  civil  vigilance,  and 
military  bayonets,  and  despotic  power,  these  man- 
ufactures found  their  way  into  every  part  of  Eu- 
rope, from  the  cottage  to  the  throne.  Great  Brit- 
ain herself,  insulated  as  she  is,  and  with  a  naval 
force  adequate  to  every  object,  has  not  been  able 
to  suppress  smuggling.  Prohibited  goods  find  their 
way  into  the  United  Kingdom,  notwithstanding 
the  vigilance  of  her  custom-houses,  and  the  un-* 
weari^  jealousy  of  her  manufacturers.  In  the 
United  States,  with  a  thousand  miles  of  seacoast, 
indented  with  innumerable  bays  and  harbors,  how 
«an  it  be  reasonablv  expected  that  the  temptations 
to  illicit  traffic  will  not  soon  outweigh  the  habits 
i)f  obedience  to  the  laws,  especially  when  those 
laws  shall  become  odious,  as  the  supposed  instru- 
xnenta  of  one  class  to  oppress  another?  Hitherto 
4)01  country  has  exhibitea  a  spectacle  not  unwor- 


thy of  a  free  people.  Frauds  open  the  RTaw 
have  been  comparativdy  few;  and  lanigglioghtt 
been  repressed  by  the  general  sense  of  the  mercan- 
tile community.  What  system  eould  be  more  dis- 
astrous than  that  which  should  hold  out  permaofnt 
temptations  to  smuggltng,  connected  widi  a  sense 
of  the  impolicy  and  injustice  of  tbeliws?  Tlic 
memorialists  believe  that  one  of  ibe  fiist  objects  of 
legislation  is  to  become  auxiliary  to  the  praervs- 
tion  of  the  morals  of  the  ^ple,  hj  intenerioff  as 
little  as  possible  with  pursuits  coosomnt  with  their 
habits  and  feelings,  lawful  in  their  objects,  and 
adapted  to  their  wants. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  memorialists  would  tesMct- 
fully  state  their  unequivocal  opinion,  that  all  the 
measures  to  which  they  have  alluded  are  calcu- 
lated to  impair  our  naval  strength  and  gkny;  to 
injure  our  most  profitable  commeioe;  to  dimmish, 
in  an  alarming  degree,  the  jmblic  revenue;  to  pro- 
mote unjusti&ble  speculation;  to  enhance  the 
prices  of  manufactures ;  to  throw  the  mi  busi- 
ness and  trade  of  the  nation  into  the  hands  of  a 
few  capitalists,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  indnstrioas 
and  toterprising  of  other  classes;  to  introdnce  gen- 
eral distress  among  commercial  artisans  and  agri- 
culturists; to  aggravate  the  present  distress  of  the 
other  classes  of  the  community;  to  provoke  and 
extend  an  imdue  appetite  for  fraud  and  anraggiin;; 
and,  in  fine,  to  destroy  many  of  the  great  objects 
for  which  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
was  originally  framed  and  adopted. 

The  memorialists,  therefore,  most  mpecmj 
ask  the  interposition  of  Congress  to  prerent  tb«c 
great  evils,  and  to  promote  the  general  good,  bf  a 
perseverance  in  that  system,  under  the  ptotecuon 
of  which  our  commerce,  and  navigalioti,and^n- 
culture  have  flourished ;  a  system,  cooceired  m 
political  wisdom,  justified  by  experience,  and  ap- 
proved by  the  soimdest  maxims  of  national  ecoa- 
oniy. 

Salem,  Jamuarp,  1820. 


PROHIBITION  OP  P0REI6N  COTTON  AND 
WOOLLEN  PABRIC8,  AND  IRON. 

[Commnnicatcd  to  the  House,  Februtry  !•  l^J 
Treasuby  Department,  /«»•  2^j  ^^' 
Sia :  In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  ^^.^j*2! 
of  RepresenUtiveaof  the  4th  ins^^^"?"%L 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  **  to  iaiom  the  no^ 
what  reduction,  in  his  opinion,  it  will  ""J    *«ilfli 
revenue,  if  the  importation  of  cotton  ^y^^ 
manuiactures,  and  iron,  be  prohibited;  ^^^ 
manner  the  deficit  in  the  rerenue  may  ^^T^ 
should  the  prohibition  be  made;"  ^^^r^ 
to  submit  statements  of  the  amount  ot  j^ 
which  accrued  from  those  articles  from  ue  j 
1815  to  1818,  inclusive.  ,  .fM^ 

The  very  great  difierence  in  the  «n«»"J.JJ^,r 
enue  whicn  accrued  during  those  J^  ^rfie, 
difficult  to  determine  what  the  reduction  woj^y^ 
should  the  prohibition  be  enforced.  1^  ^  P^e 
that  the  deficiency,  for  a  number  of  sus^ 
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yeaiSy  iroold  amoant  to  the  average  sam  of  six 
mill  ions  of  dollars. 

If  an  increase  of  the  rate  of  duty  would  neces- 
sarilv  anient  the  revenue  in  the  same  proportion, 
the  aeficiency  might  be  readily  supplied.  But  rea- 
son and  experience  forbid  the  expectation  of  such 
a  result,  the  importation  of  forei^  merchandise  is 
regulated  by  the  capacity  of  the  importiag  country 
to  pay  an  equivalent  for  them.  Any  increase  of 
duty  dimioishes  this  capacity.  When  carried  to 
an  extreme,  it  amounts  to  prohibition.  But  the 
revenue  will  frequently  be  diminished  by  an  in- 
crease of  duty,  when  the  consumption  of  the  article 
is  not  diminished.  Whenever  the  duty  is  raised 
so  high  as  to  equal  the  risk  incurred  by  an  attempt 
to  introduce  dutiable  articles  illicitly,  smuggling, 
upon  an  extensive  and  systematic  plan,  commences. 
In  that  case,  not  only  their  consumption,  but  the 
capacity  to  pay  for  them^  may  be  increased,  whilst 
the  revenue  may  be  dimmished. 

Considering  the  facilities  which  the  extent  of 
our  coasts  and  frontiers,  and  the  numerous  har- 
bors, bays,  inlets,  and  rivers^  by  which  they  are 
indented,  furnish  for  the  illicit  introduction  of  for- 
eign merchandise,  the  settled  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment has  been  to  diminish,  as  far  as  nracticable, 
the  temptation  which  hiffh  duties  would  furnish  to 
take  advantage  of  these  facilities.  Should  the  ex- 
isting duties  be  considerably  raised,  there  is  just 
ground  to  apprehend  that  the  revenue  will  be 
reduced  rather  than  augmented. by  the  chanse. 
Indeed,  there  is  just  reason  to  believe  that,  with  Uie 
present  rate  of  duty,  the  practice  of  smuggfling  is 
gradually  increasinff.  Any  attempt  to  raise  the 
deficiency  which  wui  be  produced  hy  the  prohibi- 
tion under  consideration,  by  an  increase  of  duty 
upon  the  articles  which  will  still  be  imjiorted,  will 
greatly  increase  the  expense  of  collection,  by  the 
necessity  which  it  would  create  to  employ  a  greater 
number  of  officers  of  the  customs  to  guard  against 
smuggling,  and  eventually  fail  to  augment  the 
revenue  to  the  required  extent.  The  principal  reli- 
ance for  supplying  the  deficiency  which  would  be 
produced  by  tne  adoption  of  the  measure  contem- 
plated by  the  resolution^ must,  it  appears  tome, 
be  placed  in  a  system  oi  internal  duties  or  direct 
tax. 

In  aid  of  either  of  these  modes  of  augmenting  the 
revenue,  a  small  addition  might  be  made  upon  the 
rate  of  duty  now  paid  upon  linens,  manufactures 
of  hemp^  stuff  gCKxls,  coffee,  brown  sugar,  teas, 
wines,  molasses,  spices,  and  other  small  articles. 
If  a  system  of  internal  duties  should  be  deemed  at 
this  time  advisable,  an  entire  prohibition  of  ardent 
spirits  might  be  adopted  without  material  injury 
to  the  revenue,  and  with  manifest  advantage  to 
the  agricultural  interest.  In  that  event,  the  reve- 
nue which  has  been  heretofore  received  from  the 
duties  imposed  upon  foreign  spirits  might  be  col- 
lected from  domestic  spirits. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient 

servants 

WILLIAM  H.  CRAWFORD. 
SecrtUxry  of  ike  Trtatury. 
The  Honorable  Speaker 

Of  the  Hauee  ofRepe. 


A  etatemeni  of  (he  duUee  arising  on  imporUd  i»«r« 
ehandUe  paying  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  twenty 'Jino 
per  cent,  to  the  80M  June,  1819,  o/wnieh  wooueno 
and  eottone  form  aimott  the  exelueiveartidee^for  the 
yeare  1816, 1816,  1817,  and  1818,  ti;i7A  the  amount 
ofdraiwhaek  annually  paid  on  re-exportation. 


TSABS. 

Amount  of 
dutidfl. 

Amount  of 
drawback. 

Net  amount 
of  duties. 

1815  . 

1816  - 

1817  - 

1818  . 

$17,818,277 

11,018,142 

4,067,60a 

6,763,008 

$189,768 
981,701 
644,653 
634,307 

$17,623,509 

10,031,851 

4,322,860 

6,218,701 

Nora.— The  Tieennr  reoni^  do  not  Bflbril  any  meaiM  of 
uinlng  the  annnMit  vfouiiee,  eo  u  to  dialiaguish  woolleae  from  the 
▼arlmii  deierlpiioiif  of  cmtone,  whether  frum  IndU  or  Europe ;  nor 
of  cotton  yanis  from  canon  piece  fooda 

Tbsisvbt  Dxpabtmxbt, 

RegieterU  Ojfiu^  Jan.  7,  1820. 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Eegister. 
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BALANCES  IN  THE  TREA8URY--PUBLIC 

DEBT. 

[Commuatoated  to  the  Hooie,  Febntary  3,  1830*] 
Treasury  Department,  Jan.  24, 1820. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  sundry  resolutions  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  17th  instant,  di- 
reotinff  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  report, 
first,  Vie  actual  balances  in  the  Treasury/ and  in 
the  nands  of  the  Treasurer,  as  agent  of  the  Nary 
and  War  Departments^  and  the  amount  of  any 
subject  to  the  control  ot  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Smking  Fund,  on  the  first  da^r  of  January,  1820 ; 
second,  the  principles  upon  which  the  receipts  into 
tiie  Treasury  from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  for 
the  year  1820  hare  been  estimated ;  and,  third, 
what  amount  of  the  public  debt  will  be  redeema- 
ble, according  to  the  terms  of  the  contract,  in  the 
years  1820, 1821, 1822, 1823,  and  4824 ;  and  what 
amount  would  be  left  of  the  Sinkinff  Fund  in  each 
year  respectively  after  payment  of  the  interest  of 
the  public  debt,  and  the  portion  of  the  principal 
which  may  be  redeemable  within  the  year ;  I  have 
tile  honor  to  submit  two  statements,  marked  A. 
aidB. 

If  the  payments  for  public  lands  are  made  when 
they  fall  due^  the  greatest  accuracy  might  be  at- 
tained in  estimating  the  receipts  into  the  Treasury 
ftbm  the  sales  previously  made.  So  far  as  the 
receipts  w6uld  be  afiected  by  sales  made  during 
Ike  year  embraced  by  the  estimate,  it  would  neces- 
saxily  be  conjeetuMiL  But|  as  the  purchasers  are 
subject  to  no  penalty  for  delay  of  payment  until 
tte  expiration  of  five  years  from  the  date  o(  the 
sale,  except  the  payment  of  interest,  a  general 
want  of  punctuality  everywhere  prevails.  The 
sums  which  ought  to  be  paid  at  the  end  of  the 
second,  thffd,  and  fourth  years^  are  more  generally 
paid  in  the  fihh  year. 

If  the  indulgence  which,  since  the  year  1800, 
has  bcsen  imiformly  extended  to  the  purchasers  of 
the  Public  land^  had  not  grown  into  a  system,  it 
wotud'  be  practicable  to  determine  with  sufiieient 
accuracy  tne  amount  of  the  receipts  into  the  Trea- 
sury during  any  year,  so  fair  as  they  depended  upon 
8al6s  previously  made,  after  the  principal  land  of- 
ficei  had  been  opened  for  five  years.  The  debt 
contracted  by  the  purchase  of  lands  in  any  given 
year  would  not  materially  difier  from  the  sum 


which  would  be  receiTable  during  tbe  fifth  yeu 
after  it  was  contracted.     But  the  frequent  and 

Sneral  indulgence  which  has  been  extended  to 
e  purchasers  of  the  public  land  hmz  rendered  the 
application  of  this  rule  for  estimating  the  receipts 
into  the  Treasury  from  that  sonroe  of  the  revemie 
entirely  nugatory^  The  jjayment  of  interest  is^  in 
fact,  under  this  system  of  indol^ce,  the  principal 
inducement  to  the  punctual  diachaige  of  the  m- 
stalments  as  they  become  due,  or  at  any  later  pe- 
riod. As  the  use  of  money  is  gcneniiy  worth 
more  than  legal  interest,  wnere  tne  payments  are 
made,  the  want  of  punctuality  will  pmaUy  be- 
come more  general.  In  estimating  tne  pioDahle 
receipts  into  the  Treasury  during  the  year  1820, 
more  reliance  has  been  plaeed  iqpan  the  quantity 
of  land  which  will  withm  the  year  be  offered  at 
public  sale,  than  upon  the  sums  whieh  may  be 
payable  durins  that  period  on  account  of  sales 
previously  made. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dtc. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 
The  Hon.  Spbaksr  o/Htt  Bo.  of  BipremdOtimt, 

A. 

SUUemefU  of  the  actual  halmaee  in  the  TVetaMrjr,  amd 
ffi  ^  hands  of  the  Troarmrer,  as  ageimt  of  ike  W&r 
oM^  Nai>f  DopaHmeniOy  and^halmeeintko  7>m- 
eury  mAfect  to  the  eonifol  of  the  Commimimon  of 
the  SinMnp  Fand,  tmthelBtdof  ofjaemttry^  1820. 

Balance  in  the  Treasury       -    (a)  $8,538,823  28 

In  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  as 
a|;ent  of  the  War  Department  -        996,949  13 

In  his  hands  as  agent  or  the  Nary 
Department     -       -       .       - 

Balance  in  the  Treasury  sUtbject 
to  the  control  of  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Sinking  Fund      (d)  2,378,399  42 

(a)  This  sum  will  probably  be  increased  when 
the  returns  from  all  the  receivers  of  public  money, 
and  of  the  banks  in  which  they  make  their  depos- 
ites,  are  received  for  the  month  of  December.  At 
the  date  of  their  last  returns  there  were  in  their 
hands  $334,560  53,  which  sum  would  be  augment- 
ed by  the  payments  made  during  that  monUi. 

(6)  Of  this  sum  $1,646,117  42  are  applicable  to 
the  payment  of  that  amount  of  Louisiana  stock 
still  outstanding,  which  was  redeemable  on  the 
21st  October,  1819. 


?7^913  70 


B. 

StattimU  of  the  aiwma  of&ieptOUc  debt  redeeiaahk  in  1820,  1821, 1892.  1823,  and  1^4  /  eMMHoff  abo 
£jk  Merest  payable  in  and  the  balance  of  the  annual  appropruOUm  0/910,000,000  wkkh  wUi  rememn  nnap- 
plied  ai  the  dose  efew^  yea/t» 
Bakn^e  of  appropriation  for  1819  unapplied  in  that  year   ...    |P,378,398  42 
Appropriation  for  1820 10,000,000  00 


Principal  redeemable  in  1S20 : 
Claims  on  account  of  the  instalments  of  Louisiana  stock 
rayable  in  1818  and  1819,  unapplied  for  on  the  31st 

December.  1819 $1,646,117  42 

Hesidue  of  Louisiana  stock 1^,216,462  77 

Six  per  cent,  stock  of  1796 80,000  00 

Reimbursement  of  deferred  stock  ....        503,196  94 


12,378,398  42 
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^ . 

Total  principal #1,446,777  13 

Interest  payable  in  1880 4,911,843  00 

#9,367,620  13 

Balance  of  appropriation  which  will  be  unapplied  on  _^..-..... 

the  31st  December,  1820 #3,080,778  29 

Appropnatioa  for  1821 10,000,000  00 

Principal  redeemable  in  1821 : 

Reimbursement  of  the  deferred  stock     -       .       .         634/)33  08 

Interest  payable'in  1821 4^773,737  68 

5,307,777  76 

Balance  of  appropriation  which  will  be  unapplied  on  . 

the  31st  Deceniber,  1821 4,692,229  24 

Appropriation  for  1822 10,000,000  00 

Principal  redeemable  in  1822 : 

Reimbursement  of  the  deferred  stock     ...        566,588  75 

Interest  payable  in  1822 4,741,182  01 

5,307,770  76 

Balance  of  appropriation  which  will  be  unapplied  on  - 

the  31st  December,  1822 4,692,229  24 

Appropriation  for  1823 10,000,000  00 

Principal  redeemable  in  1823: 

Reimbursement  of  deferred  stock    ....        602,836  47 

Interest  payable  in  1823 4,704,934  29 

5,307,770  76 

Balance  of  appropriation  which  will  be  unapplied  on  

the  31st  December,  1823 4,692,229  24 

Appropriation  for  1824 10,000,000  00 

Principal  redeemable  in  1824 : 

Reimborsemem  of  deferred  stock  ....         356,858  93 

lateresl  payable  in  1824 466,267  31 

—     6,023,126  24 

Balance  of  appropviatioa  whkh  will  be  unapplied' on  —.....-.^ 

the  aiat  December,  1824 4,976,873  76 

Total  amount  of  the  annual  apprcfpriationa  of  $10,000,000  fc^  the  years  1820  to  1824, 
induaiTe,  which  will^  according  to  the  terms  or  the  contracts  in  relation  to  the  re- 
(kmpimii  of  the  pubhc  debt,  remain  unapplied  on  the  31st  December,  1824    -       .  #22,074,339  77 

Tbbasubt  Department,  Register's  OpncB,  Jcwmry  22, 1820. 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  BtgitUr. 


SINKIIiG  FUND. 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  Pebinaty  '^t  18S0] 

Washington,  FAruary  5, 1S20. 

The  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  respectfully  report  to  Congress : 

That  the  measures  which  haye  been  authorized  by  the  board,  subsequent  to  the  last  report  of  the 
5th  of  PebraarY,  1819,  so  far  as  the  same  have  been  oonmleted.  are  fully  detailed  in  the  r^ort  of  the 
Secretary  of  tne  Treasury  to  this  board,  dated  the  4th  day  or  th&  present  month,  and  in  the  state^ 
ments  therein  referred  to,  whieh  are  her^ith  transmitted,  and  prafyed  to  be  received  as  a  part  of  ilftt 
report. 

MHN  OAILLARD,  F¥i9idma  nf  iU  Senate^  pf^  Urn. 

JOflN  atJiNCV  ADAMS^  S^ifkirp^/SM^ 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD,  8ecira»ry  oftJU  nea^mp. 

WM;  WIRT,  AUM^GettmU. 
The  Hon.  Prbsidbht  op  the  Senate. 


T1h»  Sm^btary  op  the  Treasurt  respectfully  reports  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund : 
That  the  sums  dbbursed  from  the  Treasury,  during  the  yeltf  1816,  on  account  of  the  principal  ai^d 

interest  of  the  public  debt,  as  per  last  annual  report,  was       -       -  $21,596,783  68 
From  whifik  deduct  amount  of  repayments  in  that  year     .       -       -        309,477  64 

^21,296,306  04 


2356  APPENDIX.  2356 

suae  of  the  SiMng  Ikmd. 

Which,  with  a  sum  arising  from  damages  and  interest  on  protested  bills  of  ezchangCL 
being  the  difiference  between  the  cost  of  said  bills  at  par  and  the  amount  recdved 
into  the  Treasury  in  repayment  thereof        ........    (a)  33,752  06 

Together  with  a  further  sum,  being  the  difference  between  the  principal  of  stock  pur- 
chased during  the  year  1818,  and  the  money  paid  for  the  same     .... 4^708  14 

Amounting,  together,  to 821,334,766  2i 

Have  been  accounted  for  in  the  following  manner,  viz: 
The  sums  actually  apnlied  during  the  year  1818,  to  tne  payment  of  the  princiral  and 
interest  of  the  puolic  debt,  as  ascertained  by  accounts  rendered  to  this  Depart- 
ment, amounted,  as  appears  by  the  annexed  statement  A,  to  the 
sum  of 820,770,003  72 

In  the  reimbursement  of  the  principal  of  the  old  6  per  cent,  and  defer- 
red stocks 1,191,933  51 

In  the  redemption  of  the  domestic  debt      - 277,493  87 

In  the  redemption  of  the  Louisiana  stock 4,856,700  00 

In  the  payment  of  the  principal  of  Treasury  notes      ....  8,426,769  00 

In  the  payment  of  certain  parts  of  the  domestic  debt       ...  792  36 

14,753,688  74 

On  account  of  the  interest 96,011,388  67 

On  account  of  charges       ......  4,926  31 

6,016,314  96 

20,770,003  72 
But  of  this  sum  there  was  short  provided,  consisting  of  unclaimed 
dividends  on  the  public  debt,  not  applied  for  by  the  proprietors,  as 

per  the  annexed  statement  B. 128,427  69 

20,641,576  03 

The  funds  in  the  banks,  out  of  which  a  part  of  the  interest  which  accrued  on  the 
funded  debt  for  the  year  1817  was  paid,  and  whidi  appeared  to  be  short  provided, 

rT  statement  B  of  last  year,  was  covered  by  warrants  m  1818      ~       *       .'        '        693,058  45 
there  was  a  loss  on  exchange  in  remittances  from  America  to  Europe  during  the 
year  1818,  as  appears  by  statements  D  and  Dd,  annexed  to  the  last  report     -        -  131  76 

821,334,766  24 

(a)  Payment  by  Minturn  and  Champlin,  per  statement 

Boflastvear 820,506  46 

Cost  of  bill  for  £4,000  sterling 17,777  78 

82,728  68 

Payment  by  A.  Brown  and  Brown  and  Hackman,  per 

statement  E  of  last  year 44,380  38 

Balance  due  by  them  for  the  cost  of  two  bills,  per  note 
a  to  statement  G,  accompanying  report  of  February,     , 
1818 13,357  00 

31,023  38 

$33,752  06 

That,  during  the  year  1819,  the  following  disbursements  were  made  out  of  the  Treasury,  on  ac- 
count of  the  furincijpal  and  interest  of  the  pulmc  debt : 
On  account  of  the  interest  on  the  funded  domestic  debt  and  reimbursement  of  the  i»-in- 

cipal  of  the  deferred  stock 8^,508,493  03 

On  account  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  Treasury  notes 82^220  29 

On  account  of  the  redemption  of  the  Louisiana  stock 1,419,285  42 

Whereof,  in  payment  of  stock  purchased 8^3,835  69 

In  payment  of  mstalments  21st  October,  1818  and  1619     .       -       -      1,215,449  73 

81,419,285  42 

On  account  of  the  interest  on  the  same,  payaMe  in  Europe       .....         206J86I  48 

On  account  of  the  redemption  of  the  domestic  debt -        -         501^693  42 

On  account  of  certain  parts  of  the  domestic  debt        .......  6432 

Making  together,  as  will  appear  by  the  annexed  statement  C,  the  sum  of  -       -       -    87,721,020  96 
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Stale  of  the  SMinff  And. 

Which  disbursements  were  made  out  of  the  following  funds,  viz : 

From  the   annual  appropriation  of  $10,000,000,  for  the  year  1819,  agfreeably  to  the  second  sec- 
tion of  the  act  to  proride  for  the  redemption  of  the  public  debt,  passed  the  third  of 
Mlarch,  1817 $7,621,605  58 

From  repayments  into  the  Treasury  on  account  of  moneys  heretofore  advanced  for 
the  purchase  of  bills  of  exchange,  and  for  the  payment  of  interest  and  reimburse- 
ment of  the  funded  debt 17,199  09 

And  from  the  appropriation  in  relation  to  Treasury  notes,  being  the  amount  of  pay- 
ments on  account  of  the  principal  and  interest  thereof,  per  statement  C,  aooTe 
recited t 82,220  29 

Making  the  amount  paid  on  warrants,  as  aboye  stated $7,721,020  96 

And  hare  been  accounted  for,  as  far  as  respects  the  redemption  by  purchase  of  the  public  debt, 
under  the  act  passed  the  3d  of  March,  1817,  and  as  is  exhibited  in  statement  I,  annexed,  and  which  is 
rendered  as  a  part  of  this  report : 

Stock  purchased  $711,957  55,  cost $665,982  73 

The  residuary  balance  of 7,055,038  23 

$7,721,020  96 

Will  be  accounted  for  in  the  next  annual  report,  in  conformity  with  the  accounts  which  shall  then 
have  been  rendered  to  this  Department. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  manner  in  which  the  said  balance  has  been  applied  is  estimated  as  follows : 
There  is  estimated  to  have  been  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  deficiency  of  the  provision,  at  the  end 

of  the  year  1818,  as  per  statement  B $128,427  69 

Also,  in  the  reimbursement  of  the  deferred  6  per  cent,  stock       -       -      $485,334  58 
Also,  in  the  payment  of  the  principal  of  Treasury  notes    ...  80,000  00 

Also,  towards  the  redemption  of  the  Louisiana  6  per  cent,  stock,        (a)  1,215,449  73 
Also,  in  payment  of  certain  parts  of  the  domestic  debt       ...  64  32 

1,780,848  63 
And  in  payment  of  interest  on  the  funded  debt  and  Treasury  notes  -      5,186,892  96 

6,967,741  59 

In  the  next  annual  statement  the  repayments  in  1819  will  be  exhibit- 
ed as  a  deduction  from  the  total  amount  of  warrants  issued  for  the 
public  debt  in  that  year,  and  of  which  this  forms  a  part,  to  the 
amount  of-, -.  17,199  09 

And  there  is  estimated  as  remaining  unapplied  in  the  hands  of  the 
agents  in  Europe,  and  in  protested  bills,  on  the  Ist  of  January,  1820, 
as  per  estimate  G,  the  sum  of 64,232  12 

7,049,172  80 
From  which  deduct  this  sum  short  provided,  on  account  of  unclaimed 
dividends  payable  but  not  demanded  at  the  Treasury,  (by  es- 
timate)         122,562  26 

6,926,610  54 

$7,055,038  23 

(a)  The  amount  payable  in  1819,  on  account  of  the  Louisiana  stock         ...   $2^61,567  15 
Whereof,  on  application  for  payment,  warrants  were  issued  for         ....      1,215,449  73 

Remained  to  be  issued  afWr  the  Ist  of  January,  1820 $1,646,117  42 

That,  on  the  2l8t  of  October,  1820,  the  last  instalment  of  the  Louisiana  stock,  amounting  to  $2,216,- 
462  77,  will  be  pavabie. 

That,  in  compliance  with  the  sixth  section  of  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1817,  for  the  redemp- 
tion of  tne  public  debt,  the  certificates  which,  by  payment  or  purchase,  have  become  the  property  of 
the  United  States,  are  regularly  cancelled. 

A  statement  marked  H  is  annexed,  which  exhibits  the  amount  of  the  debt  on  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary, 1820. 

AU  which  is  respectfully  submitted.  WM.  H.  CRAWFORP. 

Treasury  Dbpartmbnt,  A6niary  4, 1820. 

[The  tabular  statements  of  details,  which  are  volaminous,  are  omitted.] 
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REMONSTRANCE  AGAINST  A  CHANGE  IN 

THE  REVENUE  SfSTEM. 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  February  8,  1820.] 

To  tkt  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repreeeni^ 
ativea  of  the  United  Staiee  of  America  in  Congress 
assembled  : 

The  undersigned,  merchants  and  inhabitants  of 
Baltimore,  be^  leave  to  present  to  your  honorable 
body  the  sentiments  which  they  anxiously  enter- 
tain on  the  proposed  measure  of  discontinuing 
credit  on  import  duties  and  denying  drawbacks  on 
duties. 

Your  memorialists  contemplate  the  proposed 
change  with  concern;  and  they  would,  indeed, 
yiew  any  such  projected  innovation  with  alarm  if 
thev  did  not  belieye  that  the  mercantile  interest  is 
unaer  watchful  and  wise  control  in  your  honora- 
ble body.  A  lenient  system  of  imposts  on  foreign 
commerce  is,  in  the  opmion  of  your  memorialists, 
not  only  conducive  to  active  commerce,  but  also 
favorable  to  the  public  revenue :  and  under  such 
a  system  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  has 
flourished,  and  the  national  Treasury  has  been 
enriched.  For  a  course  which  hitherto  has  richly 
and  faithfully  answered  every  object  of  the  laws, 
and  every  demand  which  the  fiscal  policy  has 
made  upon  commerce,  it  is  now  proposed  to  sub- 
stitute a  system  at  once  experimental,  harsh,  and 
precarious.  Under  the  existing  terms  of  the  col- 
lection of  duties,  the  United  States  have  surely 
experienced  but  little  cause  for  discontent ;  and 
your  memorialists  can.  with  the  most  confident 
anticipation,  declare,  tnat  fewer  evasions  of  law 
and  fewer  defaults  in  payment  have  taken  place 
under  the  present  system  than  what  will  occur 
under  the  rigid  and  peremptory  conditions  to  wbieii 
that  system  is  proposed  to  be  contracted.  The  ex- 
action of  duties  hitherto,  on  principles  liberal  and 
prudent,  and  gradual  and  gentle  in  its  operaticm, 
nas  afforded  to  industrious  commercial  enteiprise 
the  patronage  which  judicious  policy  owes  to  it 
Such  a  patronage  is  vitally  due  to  it  in  a  country 
whose  energies  are  excited  and  cultivated  by  com- 
merce, whose  power  is  in  so  great  a  degree  tbe 
fruit  of  commerce^  whose  rank  among  nations 
owes  to  it  so  much  or  itselevation.  The  poacy  which 
pervades  our  present  code  of  duties  contemplates 
and  adopts  meritorious  enterprise  as  part  of  the 
natioiial  wealth,  and,  viewing  a  free  and  extended 
commerce  as  the  most  bountiful  source  of  revenue, 
and  surest  means  of  power,  does  not  consecrate 
the  field  of  commerce  to  the  capitalist,  and  make 
it  the  monopoly  of  the  rich. 

The  policy  which  now  dignifies  our  system  of 
duties  assumes  that  principle  of  sterling  truth,  that 
all  duties  on  imports  are  taxes  on  consumption ; 
and  hence,  how  fair  and  important  is  it  that  some 
time  should  be  granted  to  tne  importer  to  convey 
to  the  consumer  the  articles  of  importation.  Not 
only  the  custom,  but  the  very  nature  of  commerce 
requires,  in  almost  eveiy  instance  of  sale,  that  at 
least  some  term  of  credit  shall  be  afforded  to  the 
purchaser;  and  hence,  some  period  must  be  al- 
lowed to  the  importer  to  levy  the  tax  for  the 
United  States,  and  some  estimate  ought  to  be 


made  bv  our  system  of  revenue  of  tlie  May  of 
sales.  In  few  or  no  cases  does  the  credit  oa  the 
duty  exceed  the  period  within  which  the  capital 
can  be  realized,  or  recovered  from  suspense. 

In  the  terms  of  those  duties  upon  which  a  draw- 
back is  paid,  the  ]»-iaciple  to  which  yoar  memo- 
rialists allude  appears  to  receive  a  more  distinct 
and  marked  respect.  The  duty  originaJl/  charged 
is  there  only  contin^t  upon  the  stajr  and  con- 
sumption 01  the  articles  in  the  country,  and  the 
term  of  credit  there  extended  by  theUmted  States 
is  the  period  to  the  importer  for  aseertUBiag  whe- 
ther they  shall  be  appropriated  for  consmnption  or 
exported  to  a  foreign  quarter.  Duties  in  these 
cases  being  thus  contingent  in  the  eye  of  our  rev- 
enue policy,  a  credit  is  here  not  so  much  an  indul- 
gence to  the  importer  as  a  neceseary  sequel  from 
the  nature  of  the  duty.  Must,  then,  all  princij£« 
be  here  violated,  and  the  intolerable  severity  be 
here  prescribed  by  Government  to  the  importer, 
that  he  shall  enjoy  no  credit,  howeyer  natural  and 
essential  an  attendant  it  be  on  the  d«t|[  charged 
against  his  importation?  Your  memonaUsts  do 
believe  as  a  maxim,  safe  as  a  guid^  and  propitious 
wherever  it  is  applied^  that  not  only  by  toe  Petals 
of  the  law,  but,  in  every  conscractioD  of  policy, 
duties  are  emphatically  a  lien  oa  the  articles  sab- 
jected  to  them ;  they  attach  to  them,  and  should 
be  gathered  from  them. 

Where,  in  the  collection  of  dutaesi  the  United 
States  surrender  to  the  importer  the  specific  arti- 
cles, their  claim  against  him  b  not  then  emlnrked 
upon  the  conscience  or  substance  of  the  iadiridiial 
importer ;  but  two  additional  pledges  are  invoiyed 
in  the  responsibility.  Their  means  are  bound,  and 
the  assurance  of  tneir  chaiaeter  is  0ive*y  aU  tnb> 
utary  to  the  demand  of  the  Untied  Slates*  later- 
woven  with  this  strong  defeooe,  is  that  piefqied 
claim  which  the  United  States  has  againat  the 
property  of  its  debtor,  a  supreme  pKrogaidve  Ikn, 
which  thus  furnishes  a  security  eakolatm  toelevate 
the  United  States  almost  above  thedai^cr  of  loss. 
The  necessity  which  binds  every  importer  to  gire 
to  the  Government  such  a  security,  wliile  their  dis- 
cretion in  considering  it  is  uniestrieied,  wa«ld  seem 
to  be  a  sufficient  guard  against  all  importaficne  des- 
tined for  sacrifice,  or  to  aid  any  waatonacbemes  of 
private  finance;  and  your  memorialtstscan  scarcely 
imagine  that,  for  premeditated  sacrifice,  any  goods 
have  been  imported  into  this  country.  Your  me- 
morialists cannot  conceive  that,  wnere  a  three- 
fold security,  in  fortune  and  commercaml  renota- 
tion,  is  required  by  the  Uoiied  States,  as  ppaimt- 
nary  to  the  credit  on  duties,  the  indulgence  of 
creait  couhl  prompt  or  fiMtililale  asy  inuiortatsoas' 


of  trading 


not  in  the  course  of  honest  industry, 
always  tends  to  extremes;  cawceste 
occur  under  all  systems  aildr  in  the 
ods  of  commercial  prosperity.  Bat  if  unpoitatioa 
does  soraetimesswell  uwl  biisineBa8tagBate8.com- 
merce  has  a  power  of  sel^^Mnreelion  aari  the  re- 
source of  self-ieoovery,  and  ntfasm  aoon  aUay  the 
intemperate  ambition  of  gain. 

Your  memorialislsaeedBolv  however,  dweji  upon 
the  inheiaat  energies  of  eommekte^  ad  if  ebbe 
and  flows;  nor  show  how  osflainly,  by  the  sala- 
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tary  force  of  cgEperience  and  competition,  it  is  8oon 
shorn  of*  all  iDordinate  adyeature,  built  upon  des- 
perate or  fanciful  speculation.  The  present  sys- 
tem of  duties,  although  its  indalsence,  or  rather  its 
equity,  is  so  necessary  an  auziTtary  to  the  small 
commercial  capital  of  the  United  States,  has  con- 
nived at  and  contributed  to  none  of  the  irregulari- 
ties of  our  commerce.  All  that  have  occurrcNl 
may  be  explained  by  the  late  history  of  Europe,  or 
traced  to  tne  very  spirit  of  commerce  itself,  since 
fluctuation  and  irrqg;iilarit]r  are  inseparable  from 
its  life  and  motion.  Restriction  may  make  com- 
merce of  smooth  and  uniform  surface,  but  it  can- 
not be  so  ^without  being  sluggish  and  shallow;  and 
until  commerce  be  so  tamed  by  restriction  and 
embarrassment,  and  become  the  privilege  of  the 
wealthy,  it  will  be  subject  to  irregularity  and  this 
inequality  of  character.  Toun^  as  our  country  is, 
and  far  from  being  endowed  with  abundant  com- 
mercial capital,  the  necessary  consequence  of  the 
proposed  alteration  in  the  payment  of  the  duties 
will  be  to  consign  commerce  to  the  grasp  of  a  few, 
expellinc^  from  the  finncfaise  of  commerce,  as  it 
will,  those  who  haye  but  moderate  means,  although 
they  be  annexed  to  character  and  enterprise.  This 
reTolntion  in  our  revenue  system  will  limit  com- 
merce to  the  circle  of  the  capitalists;  and  com- 
merce, the  ba^is  and  pride  of  our  fame,  will  dwin- 
dle into  the  diminutive  condition,  and  fade  into 
the  pitifol  chancier  of  a  monopoly  I  Witness  the 
late  of  Spain!  What  if  goods  do  now  oeeasion- 
ally  aceumulale  inotdinaiely,  and  if  tegular  cal- 
culating^ industry  sometimes  suffers  by  the  careless 
sacrifices  made  by  wanton  speculators;  will  not 
the  consumer,  the  whole  mass  of  society,  be  sub- 
jected to  severe  and  painful  terms  under  the  new 
system  ?  Is  there  not  more  enormity  in  the  danger 
that  exorbitant  prices  will  then  be  dictated  by  the 
s^ect  importers  than  ground  of  rational  regret  that 
prices  have  sunk  while  the  existing  system  has 
prevailed  ?  This  is  one  of  the  sure  results  of  the 
proposed  change,  and,  though  there  be  a  jrause  in 
business  now,  commerce  wul  ever  be  partial  and 
inadequate  then. 

There  is,  indeed,  one  palliative  against  all  re- 
strictions which  press  on  the  very  nerve  of  com- 
merce, and,  though  the  refuge  be  a  profane  one. 
your  memorialists  appeal  to  human  Bafnfe,  and 
the  history  of  the  commercial  world,  whether  it 
be  not  certainly  and  invariably  the  resource,  where 
commerce  is  severely  confined.  Your  memorialists 
here  allude  to  the  practice  of  smuggling;  and  they 
naake  this  allusion  not  only  undi^  penect  convic- 
tion, but  with  feelings  of  alarm.  Your  memorial- 
ists call  on  your  honorable  body  to  consider  how 
far  the  universal  fidelity  of  this  country  to  the  rev- 
enue law  has  been  commensurate  with  the  interest 
of  the  mercantile  conununity,  and  with  their  sense 
of  justice ;  and^  though  your  memorialists  do  not 
mean  to  identify  mercantile  virtue  with  interest, 
yet,  'with  many,  even  the  justice  of  Government  is 
meastired  fay  calculations  of  interest  I  Your  memo- 
rialists be^  you  to  reflect  whether  the  proposed 
severity  will  not  instigate  delinqnency ;  whether 
the  revenue  laws  will  not,  in  many  instances,  be 
evaded,  with  all  the  seriQaa  consequences  of  such 


criminality,  not  only  to  the  national  morals,  but 
also  to  the  national  Treasury. 

Unless  the  United  States  can  make  a  discrimi- 
nation in  the  amount  of  duties  between  citizens 
and  foreigners,  no  change  in  the  terms  of  payment 
can  ever  exclude  foreigners  from  competing  with 
citizens,  whenever  such  privileges  belong  to  them. 
But  they  enter  into  the  crowd  of  competition,  and 
competition  always  regulates  its  own  wholesome 
extent  Your  memorialists  on  this  point  think  it 
ittdispotable  that  the  introduction  or  foreign  capi- 
tal into  our  country,  by  this  foreign  participation 
in  our  trade,  has  been  of  essential  benefit — an  im- 
portant aid  in  the  present  inadequate  amount  of 
our  own  commercial  capital. 

Your  memorialists  beg  you  to  reflect  earnestly 
and  feelingly  on  the  subject  of  discontinuing  draw- 
backs on  duties,  and  to  remember  that  the  advan- 
tage of  drawback  is  emphatically  our  license  for 
conducting  a  carrying  trade.  It  is  to  the  benefits 
of  this  branch  ot  trade  that  the  United  States 
principally  owes  all  that  rapid  advancement  which 
is  at  all  attributable  to  commerce,  and  to  this  that 
it  has  hitherto  been  indebted  for  its  pecuniary 
abilities.  To  extinguish  drawbacks  is  at  once  a 
sentence  of  banishment  against  American  mer- 
chants from  a  commercial  sphere  of  the  greatest 
national  and  individual  profit.  If  the  United 
States  thus  deprives  us  of  all  that  remains  to  us 
of  our  former  greatness  in  this  branch  of  com* 
meree,  but  a  miserable  fragment  of  commerce 
will  continue  to  the  American  peo^e !  To  abolish 
drawback  will  have  this  fatal  effect;  for  what 
shall  we  meet  but  inevitable  loss,  if  we  venture  into 
the  competition  of  a  foreign  market  with  goods 
loaded  with  the  gross  duty,  of  which,  by  the  judi- 
cious policy  of  our  present  system,  we  are  now 
disencumbered  ?  The  question  of  drawback  is  in- 
deed a  vital  question,  and  involves  the  vocation 
and  prosperity  of  thousands  whose  pursuits,  during 
a  long  and  brilliant  lapse  of  time,  have  been  tribu^ 
tarv  to  the  treasure  and  renown  of  the  Union. 

When  your  memorialists  consider  that  the  pres- 
ent system  of  duties  has  pressed  leniently  upon 
American  commerce,  and  has  yet  been  richly  and 
faithfully  productive  to  the  United  States ;  when 
we  consider  that  the  proposed  change  of  making 
dntiee  payable  in  cash  will  imprison  commerce 
within  the  limits  of  a  dictatorial  monc^ly,  whose 
members  will  by  their  wealth  be  constituted  the 
representatives  of  the  once  universal  American 
commerce;  when  we  consider  that  the  consumers, 
the  great  body  of  society,  will  be  subjected  to  op- 
pressive terms,  which  sive  an  unfair  proportion  to 
their  labor  and  their  raation  to  the  €k>vernment — 
when  all  this  is,  to  the  minds  of  your  memorialists, 
the  certain  offspring  of  this  paralyzing;  change, 
your  memorialists  ask  you,  not  only  in  justice  but 
numanity — ^not  as  the  patrons  of  commerce,  but  as 
friends  of  your  country — to  forbear  from  this  in- 
novation. 

Your  memorialists,  viewing  the  abolition  of 
drawbaeks  as  an  ezoommunicetion  fronp  a  trade 
which  yielded  so  much  to  enrich  and  distiiigttith 
us,  and  which,  in  many  points,  does  not  in  the 
remotest  degree    conflict  with   any  imaginable 
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views  of  domestic  policy,  cannot  but  consider  the  discontinuance  of  drawback  as  a  useless  pnTation 
to  the  ITnited  States  of  commercial  benefit,  and  a  work  of  ruin  to  the  indindoals  who  depend  oa 
that  trade  which  is  fostered  by  the  indulgence  of  drawback. 

ISAAC  McKIM,  and  Men. 


RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES. 

[Communicated  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  Febmary  16,  1880.] 

Department  of  State,  FAfuary  7, 1820. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  6th  of  January  last, 
directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  lay  before  the  House  "  statements  of  the  receipts  and  expen- 
ditures of  the  United  States,  from  the  commencement  of  the  Federal  Grorernment  until  the  3lu  of 
December  last,  distinguishing  the  revenue  derived  from  customs,  internal  taxes,  direct  tax,  postage, 
public  lands,  and  miscellaneous  sources;  and,  also,  classing  the  expenditures  under  the  fouowing 
heads :  military,  viz.,  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  armjr,  fortifications,  ammunition,  arms,  arming  the 
militia,  detachments  of  mililia,  services  of  militia,  services  of  volunteers;  Indian  Department ;  Naval 
Department;  foreign  intercourse;  civil  list;  miscellaneous  civil  expenses;  Revolutionary  pensions ; 
other  pensions ;  exhibiting  an  aggregate  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  for  each  year  separatelvy^  I 
have  tne  honor  to  submit  the  encTos^  letter  and  statements  from  the  Regbter  of  the  Treasury,  which 
give  the  information  required. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

Hon.  Speaker  of  the  Hauae  of  RepresmJtaHves. 


Treasury  Department,  Rbqistbr'b  OrFics,  EAnuay  4^  IS&O. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  a  statement  formed  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  the  6th  ultimo,  with  accompanying  documents, 
marked  A,  B,  and  C. 

The  receipts  into  the  Treasury,  from  Customs,  have  been $318,738,161  02 

Internal  revenue            21,715,964  85 

Direct  taxes 12,560,130  45 

Postage  of  letters 1,081,618  15 

Sales  of  public  lands 18,287,828  03 

Miscellaneous -  2,005,331  21 

374,^9,033  74 
The  receipts  from  foreign  and  domestic  loans,  as  per  statement  A,  amount  to         -      143,314,753  74 

Total  receipts  to  the  30th  June,  1819,  the  latest  period  to  which  the  Treasurer's 
account  is  settled  at  the  Treasury $517,703,787  48 


7^  empmiititifu  am  ttateif  mx; 

Pay  and  subsistence  of  the  armj  .  »  .  .  .  $64,907,056  72 
Pay  of  deranged  officers  and  discharj^ed  soldiers  -  1,200,000  00 
Gratuities  and  travelling  expenses  to  discharged  soldiers  70,000  00 

Forage 1,192,892  78 

Clothing 11,464,535  17 

Bounties  and  premiums 4,684,636  48 

Medical  and  hospital  department       ....      1,381,452  39 

Quartermaster's  department 16,834,434  39 

Contingent  account  -       -       -       -  ,     .        -       -      2,790,182  80 

Miscelkneous 485,967  91 

$105,011,158  64 

ForforH/cationSj  vii : 

Fortifications  ofports  and  harbors  -  -  -  -$4^374,805  26 
Fortifications,  arsenals,  magazines,  and  armories       -     2,729,512  76 

Fortifications i.       .       .      3,678,721  30 

Defensive  protection  of  the  frontiers  ...      1,270,029  83 

.       12,053,069  15 
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Ammunition     ...........      $217,425  90 

Arms 9,061,095  53 

Armings  the  militia 2,020,000  00 

OetaehmeDt  of  militia 170,000  00 

Services  of  militia     ...........      6,306,377  73 

Services  of  Yolaiiteeers 1,090,000  00 

$135,931,126  95 

Indian  Depaifment^  viz: 

Indian  supplies 2,615,429  46 

Treaties 1,562,621  51 

Trading  houses 523,701  79 

4,701,752  76 

Naval  Departmeut 65,932,670  32 

Foreign  inUrccfurst^  viz : 

Expenses  of  foreign  intercourse,  ezclusiTe  of  Barbary  Powers,  and  including  the  sum 
of  K6^9,263  47  paid  under  the  conrention  with  Great  Britain  of  the  8A  of  Jan- 
uary, 1802,  and  with  France  of  30th  April,  1803,   ....    12,003,988  73 

Barbary  Powers 2,651,545  84 

14,655,634  57 

Civil  list,  indudinff  the  sum  of  $24,030  19,  the  amount  of  annuities  and  grants  -    19,381,963  83 

Miscellaneous  cirilexpenses,  including  the  sum  of  $43,493  71,  the  amount  of  annuities 

and  grants 16,352,960  78 

Revolutionary  pensions 300,000  00 

Other  pensions 3,253,245  38 

260,509,263  59 
To  which  add  the  expenditures  in  relation  to  the  payment  of  the  interest  and  charges 
on  the  foreign  loans,  and  principal  of  the  foreign  and  domestic  debt  at  the  Treasury 
of  the  Unitel  States,  and  by  the  commissioners  abroad,  as  per  statement  B,   -       -  252,741,575  80 
And  the  expenditures  on  account  of  the  Revolutionary  Gorernment,  as  per  state- 
ment C, 316,268  70 

Sum  total  of  expenditures  from  the  4th  March.  1789.  to  the  30th  June,  1819,     -       .  513,567,108  09 
^Whlch,  with  the  balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the  30th  June,  1819,     ....      4,136,679  39 

Make  the  sum  total  of  receipts  as  before  stated 517,703,787  48 

Similar  statements  having  heretofore  been  rendered,  under  dates  of  3l6t  Marctu  1810, 24th  Decem- 
ber, 1812,  and  20th  January,  1816^  by  orders  of  the  House  of  Representatives  or  the  United  States, 
those  now  formed  are  a  continuation  in  the  same  form,  and  only  varv  in  a  distribution  of  expenditure 
to  objects  which  had,  in  some  instances,  beoi  incorporated  under  the  general  head  of  military  estah- 
ment,  pnrticolarly  in  the  recent  call  of  the  House  to  distinguish  the  Revolutionary  and  other  pensions. 

For  the  purpose  of  exhibiting  the-  expenditures  for  the  whole  of  the  year  1819,  those  from  Ist  July 
to  Slat  December  are  added  at  foot,  subject  to  Tariation  in  the  settlement  of  the  Treasurer's  accounts 
to  the  31st  December,  1819.  It  was  found  that  we  could  not  render  the  receipts  to  a  later  period  than 
the  30th  June  last 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  E^gi^t^r, 

Hon.  Wm.  H.  Ckawford,  SeerUktry  o/th$  Tnoiwry. 

[The  aeeeapaayiag  tables,  showittg  Ihe  details,  being  velaminoiis,  are  neceMsrily  ondtted.] 


BANKS  AND  THE  CURRENCT. 

[Communlcatsd  to  the  House  of  Representstives,  Febnisiy  84, 18S0.] 

Trsasurt  Dxpabtmbnt,  Fsbruarp  12,  1820. 

Sib:  In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  passed  on  the  Ist  of  March, 
1S19,  directing  "  the  SecreUry  of  the  Treasurer  to  transmit  to  Congress,  at  an  early  period  in  the 
next  seniott.  a  general  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutee  and  its  offices, 
similar  to  tne  return  made  to  him  by  the  bank;  and  a  statement,  exhibiting,  as  nearly  as  may  be 
practicaUe,  the  amount  of  capital  invested  in  the  different  chartered  banks  in  the  several  States  and 
tke  District  of  Columbia,  the  amount  of  notes  issued  by  those  banks  and  in  circulation,  the  pub- 
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lie  and  private  depoules  in  them,  the  amount  of 
loans  and  discoonts  made  by  them  and  remaining 
unpaid,  and  the  total  qnantitv  of  specie  they  pos- 
sess ;  and,  also,  to  report  sucn  measures  as,  in  his 
opinion,  may  be  expedient  to  procure  and  retain  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  gold  and  silver  coin  in  the 
United  States,  or  to  supply  a  circulating  medium, 
in  pUce  of  specie,  adapted  to  the  exigencies  of  the 
country,  and  within  the  power  of  the  Govern- 
ment,''I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  subjoined 
report  and  statements. 

Statement  A  exhibits  the  condition  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  and  its  offices  on  the  30th  of 
September,  1819. 

statement  B  exhibits  the  amount  of  bank  capi- 
tal authorized  by  law  during  the  years  1814, 1815, 
1816,  and  1817.  As  this  statement  is  founddi 
upon  the  applications  made  to  the  Treasury  under 
the  acts  imposing  stamp  duties,  it  is  believed  to  be 
substantially  correct.  The  avera^  dividends  upon 
which  the  «tamp  duty  was  paid,  during  those 
years,  amounted  to  about  seven  and  a  half  per 
cent,  upon  the  nominal  amount  of  capital ;  it  is, 
however,  a  matter  of  general  notoriety  that  the 


banks,  scattered  over  the  face  of  the  eiNAtiT,  in 
particular  parts  of  the  Union,  which,  by  the  de^ie- 
ciation  of  their  paper,  have  levied  «  lax  upon  titt 
communities  withm  the  pale  of  their  inAKnee 
exceeding  the  public  contributioBs  paid  by  theoL 
Statement  C  presents  the  coBditumof  t^  Slate 
banks  from  which  returns  have  been  received,  at 
have  been  transmitted  by  the  Secretaries  of  State 
of  difierent  States,  in  conformity  with  Che  request 
of  the  Treasury  Department.  By  comparing'  this 
statement  with  statement  B,  it  vvill  be  perceived 
that  it  is  very  imperfect  Independentty  of  the 
banks  which  nave  been  created  since  the  year 
1817,  it  will  be  discovered  that  bank  capital  to  the 
amount  of  more  than  $18,000,000,  comprehended 
in  statement  B,  is  not  embraced  in  it.  As  the 
amount  of  bank  capital  exhibited  in  statement  C 
is  978^000,000,  and  its  specie  99,828^000,  the  whde 
specie  possessed  by  the  State  banka  may  be  esti- 
mated at  $12,250,000 ;  if  to  this  sum  be  added  the 
specie  in  the  possession  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  and  its  offices,  the  specie  capitel  of  aU  the 
banks  in  the  United  Slates  may  lie  estianted  at 
$15,500,000.    There  are  no  means  of 


dividends  upon  bank  capital  actually  paid  ex-  with  any  degree  of  precision,  the  amoimt  of  specie 


eeeded  that  rate.  If  it  is"  assumed  that  the  divi- 
dends declared,  and  upon  which  the  duty  was 
paid,  amounted  during  those  years  to  ten  per  cent, 
then  the  capital  aebiauy  paid  in  the  year  1817.  in- 
stead of  being  more  than  $125,000,000,  as  it  is 
exhibited  in  statement  B,  will  be  found  to  be  about 
$04,000,000;  but,  when  it  is  recoUeoted  that,  after 
the  first  payment  required  by  the  charters  of  the 
different  banks,  they  have  generally  gone  into 
opeiatien,  it  is  probable  that  a  eonsiderable  pro- 
portion of  die  remaining  payments  have  added 
nothing  to  their  active  capital.  This  fact  being 
assumed,  and  a  deduction  being  made  of  the 
amount  of  permanent  accommodation  enjoyed  by 
the  stockholders,  in  their  respective  banks,  the 
active  bank  capital  of  the  United  States  may  be 
fairly  eetimated  at  a  sum  not  exeeedim^  $75,000,- 
000.  That  these  deductions  ought  to  be  made,  in 
a»atteiii()t  to  ascertain  the  real  amount  of  bank 
oapkal,  cannot,  it  is  presumed,  be  contested.  If  a 
stoakholder  to  the  amount  of  $10,000  has  a  per- 
manent aeaommodation  in  the  bank  of  $8,000,  he 
has,  in  fact,  but  $2,000  of  capital  in  the  bank. 
This  is  equally  true  when  a  portion  of  his  sub- 
scription has  been  paid  with  his  own  note,  how- 
ever well  endorsed ;  so  Ions  as  the  note  remains 
unpaid,  it  adds  nothing  to>die  real  capital  of  the 
bank. 

Such,  it  is  believed,  has  been  the  process  \rf 
which  the  capital  of  most  of  the  banks  has  been 
formed,  which  have  been  incorporated  since  the 
commencement  of  the  late  war.  Since  that  pe^ 
riod,  banks  have  been  incorporated,  not  because 
there  was  capital  seeking  investment ;  not  because 
the  places  where  they  were  estabhshed  had  com- 
meice  and  aianii&otures  which  rMpuMd  their  foe* 
teriniraid;  but  beeauae  men  without  active  capital 
wanted  the  means  of  x)htaiaing  loans,  whioh  their 
standing  in  the  oommanity  would  not  commaiid 
from  banks  or  individuals  having  real  eapiial  and 


in  circulation ;  it  is  probable,  however,  that  it  does 
not  exceed  $4,500,000.  Assuming  this  amount  to 
be  nearly  correct,  the  whole  metallic  corrency  of 
the  Union  may  be  estimated  at  ^,000M0.  Ap- 
plying the  same  rale  for  ascertainii^  ibe  circula- 
tion of  the  banks  not  embraced  by  statement  C 
which  has  been  employed  to  determiae  their  spe- 
cie, the  whole  amount  of  bank  notes  in  cireBlaCion 
may  be  estimated  at  $46,000,000.  It  is  probable, 
however,  that  this  estimate  is  too  high,  aa,aeoard- 
ing  to  the  general  practice  of  banks,  idl  aoHes  issued 
are  considered  in  circulation,  which  are  not  in  the 
possession  of  the  bank  by  which  they  were  issoed. 
A  reasonable  deduction  being  made  from  the  notes 
su]^KMed  to  be  in  ciioulation,  bat  which  are,  in 
faci^  in  the  passmien  of  other  banks,  it  k  probable 
that  the  actual  cireulation,  botfe  ef  paper  and  spe- 
eie,  is  less  at  this  time  than  $46,000,000.  By  the 
same  mode  of  cdculation,  the  whale  amount  of 
discounts  aaay  be  estimated  at  $15flk^O0Q^OOO. 

The  destruction  or  loss  of  the  retartos  made  to 
the  Treasury  before  the  year  181^  by  ^  banks 
in  which  the  public  money  was  deposited,  pre- 
vents any  satisfactory  oomparison  being  drawn 
between  their  condition  before  and  since  that  pe- 
riod. Comparative  ttaieaieatB,  hawaver,  have 
been  veeeived  fiam  aixtaea  baaka  ia  diftnnt  parts 
of  the  Union,  showing  their  situation  on  the  30th 
day  of  September,  in  the  years  1813,  1815,  and 
1819.  By  statement  D.  it  appears  that  those  nnks, 
at  the  first  period,  witn  a  capital  of  $6,903,262, 
and  with  $3,059,149  of  specie  in  their  vaults,  cir- 
culated $6,845,344  of  their  notes,  and  discounted 
to  the  amount  of  $12,990,975;  at  the  second  pe- 
riod their  capital  was  $8,852,371,  specie  $1,693,- 
918,  circulation  $9,944,757.  aaid  diaeoonts  $15,- 
727,118 ;  and  at  the  third  period  their  capital  was 
$9,711,860,  specie  $l,726/)65>  cimalatisa  $4y8M,- 
284,  and  dtseaiiiila  $12,958»56a 

By  statement  B,  already  referred  to^  it  Aas  been 


eiUbUshed  credit    Hence  themttiUplioity  of  bcal  i  shown  that,  ia  the  year  1814^  the  nooml  bank 
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capital  in  the  United  States  exceeded  980,000^000. 
It  JLS  understood  that  a  large  addition  was  made 
to  it  in  that  year  in  several  of  the  States.  If  it  be 
admitted  that  such  addition  amounted  to  S15,000,- 
OOOy  the  bank  capital  in  operation  in  the  year  1813 
may  be  stated  at  $65,000,000.  Allowing  to  this 
capital  the  same  amount  of  specie^  circulation, 
and  discounts,  as  was  comparatively  possessed  by 
the  baaks  comprehended  in  statement  D,  the  esti- 
mate will  be,  specie  $28,000,000,  circulation  962,« 
OOOjOOOy  and  discounts  $1 17,000,000.  In  1815  the 
bank  capital  had  increased  to  9^,000,000 ;  whilst, 
upon  the  same  principle  of  calculation,  the  specie 
would  have  been  estimated  at  916,500,000,  circu^- 
latioa  at  ^90,000,000,  and  discounts  at  $150,000,- 
000.  Appl^rinff  this  principle  to  the  9 125,000,000 
of  bank  capital  in  operation  during  the  mr  1819, 
the  specie  possessed  Dy  all  the  banks  would  amount 
to  $21,500,000^  circulation  9^000,000,  and  dis- 
counts 9157,000,000. 

These  last  result^  with  the  exception  of  the  di»- 
counts,  very  mftterially  differ  from  those  which 
have  been  obtained  by  the  mode  of  calcttlationpre- 
viously  adopted ;  they,  nerertheiesS)  furnish  mate- 
rials -whicb  may  be  useful  in  the  progress  of  this 
inquiry.  From  them  the  followmg  deductions 
may  be  drawn : 

1st.  That,  in  the  year  1813,  the  circulation  of 
bank  ncXes  was  nearly  equal  to  the  bank  o«pital. 

2d.  Thai,  in  the  year  1815,  it  exceeded  the  cap^ 
ital  by  one-eij$hth. 

3d.  That,  in  the  year  1819,  it  was  less  than  the 
capital  nearly  in  the  proportion  of  1  to  2.5. 

4tli.  That,  whilst  the  amount  of  bank  capital 
has  increased  since  1813  from  sixty-five  to  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  millions,  the  metallic 
basis,  upon  which  thecireulation  of  notes  is  founded, 
ha»  decreased  in  the  proportion  of  15.5  to  28 ;  bdng 
equal  to  44.6  per  cent. 

5th.  That  the  circulation  of  notes  m  the  year 
1819,  in  proportion  to  the  specie  in  the  possession 
of  the   banks,  exceeded  that  of  1813  by  25.9  per 


6th.  That|  in  the  ve^r  1813^  the  discounts^  in 
proportion  to  the  bank  capital  employed,  exceed^ 
those  of  1815  in  the  ratio  of  18  to  17,  and  thbse  of 
1819  in  the  ratio  <^  18  to  18. 

7th..  That  the  increase  of  bank  notes  in  -eireula*' 
tion^  between  the  years  1813  and  1815,  exceeded 
tlie  increase  of  discoiuits  durins*  the  same  period  by 
34^000,000 ;  whilst  the  specie  m  the  vatilts  of  the 
b&nJts  waa  diminished  $ll,000,00a 

8tK«  That  whilst,  between  the  years  1815  and 
1 81 9,  aa  addition  of  $37,000,000  has  been  made  to 
the  nominal  bank  capital,  bat  $6,000^000  hare  been 
trdded  to  the  aggregate  amount  of  discounts. 

Jt  is  probable  that^  between  the  year  1811  and 
the  year  1813,  a  considerable  addition  was  made  to 
tbe  pa^p^i'  circulation  of  the  countr)[.  From  a 
return  of  the  former  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
made  to  the  Treasury  in  1808,  it  appears  that,  with 
$15^300,000  of  snpecie,  is  circulated  only  $4,787,000 
of  notes^  Another  return  made  in  1810  shows  its 
condition  was  not  materially  changed.  Shortly 
aftex  tJh^  expiration  of  its  charter,  btok  capital,  to 
a  exeat  antoont,  was  inoorperated  in  some  of  the 
l6tli  Con.  1st  Sess. — ^75 


States.    The  expenditures  produced  by  the  war 
which  was  declared  in  1812,  without  doiibt,  con^ 
tributed,  in  some  degree,  to  produce  the  dimenc^' 
between  the  condition  of  the  sixteen  banks  already 
referred  to,  and  that  of  the  former  Bank  of  the  Unr* 
ted  States.    If  it  be  admitted,  howerer,  that  the 
circulation  in  1813  was  not  redilndant,  it  miBst 
hare  become  excessive  in  1815.    An  increase  of 
the  currency,  in  the  space  of  two  years,  in  the  pro- 
portion of  99  to  68,  even  if  it  had  been  wholly 
metallic,  could  not  have  failed  to  have  prodiiced  a 
very  great  depreciation ;  but,  when  it  is  considered 
that  not  only  the  increase  but  the  whole  circida<^ 
tion,  consisted  of  paper  not  convertible  into  specie, 
some  idea  of  its  depreciation  may  be  fonned.   The 
depreciation,  however,  was  not  uniform  in  every ' 
part  of  the  Union.    The  variation  in  the  degree  of 
aepreciation  depended  not  only  upon  the  greater' 
issues  of  banks  m  one  section  ot  the  nation  man  in 
others,  but  also  upon  the  loctfl  advantages  which 
they  enjoyed  as  to  commerce. '  It  is  impossible  t6' 
determin^  with  precision,  where  the  most  exces- 
sive issue  of  bank  notes  oocurr^*    Statemeuft  £,• 
which  exhibits  the  rate  of  exchange  between  the 
principal  cities  to  the  east  of  this  place  and  Lon- 
don, and  the  price  of  bills  at  New  York  upon  Bos^ 
ton,  PhiladeI]Mua^  and  Baltimore^  during  tne  years  > 
1813,  1814,  1815^  and  1816,  may  be  considered 
presumptive  evidence  of  that'  fact.    So  far  as  Hi 
can  be  relied  ^pon  for  that  jiurpose^  Baltimore  wa^  > 
the  point  of  nealeist  depreciation  among  theaboveM 
mentioned  pSaces.    This  is  probably  true;  as-it  is: 
known  that  the  banks  in  that  place  made  ipealer 
advances  to  the  Government  in  the  loans  vimich  it 
obtained  daring  the  late  wa!r^  in  proportion  to  their. 
capital,  than  those  of  Philadelphia,  New  Yorkv' 
and  Boston.    But  the  greatest  deprfciation  of  the  - 
currency  existed  in  the  interior  States,  where  the* 
issues  were  not  only  excessive^  but  where  their 
relation  to  the  commercial  cities  greatly  aggtavated 
the  efieets  of  that  exceds. 

This  statement  may  abb  assist  in  ex]]iaininfif: 
the'caose  of  the  necessity  which  exbted  m  18l{ 
for  the  suspension  of  spteie  payments  by-thJd 
ban1».    From  the  conunencement  of  the  wiBr<: 
until  that  event,  a  lai^  amount  of  specie  was ' 
taken  out  of  the  United  States  by  th^  sale  of 
BngUsh  Qovemment  biils,  at  a  discount  frequent*<  • 
lyoTfmml5to  20  per  cent,    bnmedintcly 'after  f 
the  suspension,  thev  commanded  a  preitiittfil-ia 
those  places  where  lae  banks  had  suspended  par*' 
ment,  which  gradually  rose  to  20  per  cenL;  while 
at  Boston  theytemaiaed  at  a  discount  ia  abodt 

14  per  cent  unti  February,  1815. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  degree  of  d^re^ 
ciation  of  the  currency  iU  1815,  it  continued  tt> 
augment  throughout  tne  first  six  months  of  thtf* 
year  1816,  if  the  rate  of  exchange  with  London 

15  considered  conclusive  evidence  of  that  fact;  The  • 
excessive  importatiolis  of  British  merchandise  dun 
ring  that  period,  and  in  the  preceding  year,  might ' 
indeed  account  for  the  increase  of  premium  paid 
upon  sterling  bUls,  and  was,  probably,  one  of  the 
principal  causes  of  it.  The  great  fluctuations . 
which  occurred  in  the  latter  part  of  that  periodr 
furnish  some  reason,  however  j  for  ascribing  them, 
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in  some  degree,  to  changes  in  the  value  of  the 
currency  in  which  their  price  was  calculated  rather 
than  to  the  ordinary  principles  of  exchange.  It 
is  more  probable  that  tne  currency,  in  those  places 
where  it  was  not  convertible  into  specie,  fluctua- 
ted in  value  according  to  the  efforts  which  were 
made,  in  particular  places,  to  prepare  for  the  re- 
sumption of  specie  payments,  than  that  the  bal- 
ance of  payments  between  the  two  countries 
should  have  varied  to  such  an  extent  as  is  indi- 
cated by  the  sudden  variations  which  occurred 
during  that  period  in  the  rate  of  exchange.  So 
far  as  these  fluctuations  are  ascribable  to  the  cur- 
rency in  which  the  rate  of  exchange  was  deter- 
mined, a  considerable  appreciation  of  that  currency 
took  place  in  the  last  months  of  the  year  1816. 
From  that  period  until  the  present  time,  the  circu- 
lation has  rapidly  diminished ;  and  all  the  evils 
incident  to  a  decreasing  currency  have  been  felt 
in  every  part  of  the  Union,  except  in  some  of  the 
Eastern  States. 

If,  as  previously  stated,  the  vsirculation  of  1813 
be  admitted  to  be  the  amount  required  to  effect  the 
exchanges  of  the  community  with  facility  and 
advantage,  and  that,  in  the  year  1815,  that  cir- 
culation was  extended  to  $99,000,000,  ^which  was, 
in  some  degree,  augmented  in  1816,)  the  extent 
of  the  diminution  ot  the  currency,  in  the  space  of 
three  years,  may  be  perceived,  cut  it  is  probable 
that  the  currency  in  1815  exceeded  $99,000,000. 
The  banks,  upon  whose  situation  that  estimate 
is  founded,  were  established  at  a  period  when  the 
practice  of  dispensing  with  the  payment  of  those 
portions  of  their  capital  falling  due  after  they 
went  into  operation  had  not  been  generally  intro- 
duced. Some  of  them  did  not  suspend  specie  pay- 
ments during  the  general  suspension.  The  rest 
were  among  the  first  to  resume  them,  and  have 
continued  them  to  the  present  time.  It  cannot  be 
expected  that  banks  which  went  into  operation 
during  the  war,  and  after  the  general  suspension 
had  occurred,  were  conducted  with  an  equal  degree 
of  prudence  and  circumspection.  A  reasonable 
allowance  being  made  for  oank  notes  supposed  to 
be  in  circulation  at  that  period,  but  which  were,  in 
fact,  in  the  possession  of  other  banks,  and  for  the 
excess  of  issues  beyond  the  estimate,  the  circulation 
may,  it  is  believed,  be  safely  calculated  at  not 
le»  than  $110,000,000.  The  paper  circulation 
in  1813  has  been  estimated  at  $62,000^000.  At 
that  period,  however,  gold  and  silver  formed  a 
substantial  part  of  the  currency.  The  condition 
of  the  old  Bank  of  the  United  States  in  1810, 
and  of  the  sixteen  banks  in  1813,  proves  that 
the  demand  for  specie  from  the  vaults  of  the 
banks  was  inconsiderable.  It  is  therefore  probable 
that  the  whole  circulation  of  1813  amounted  to 
$70,000,000.  In  1815,  it  is  estimated  to  have  risen 
to  $110,000,000 ;  and  this  amount  was  probably 
augmented  in  1816.  At  the  close  of  1819,  it  has 
been  estimated,  upon  data  believed  to  be  substan- 
tially correct,  at  $45,000,000.  According  to  these 
estimates,  the  currency  of  the  United  States  has, 
in  the  space  of  three  years,  been  reduced  from 
$110,000,000  to  $45,000,000.  This  reduction  ex- 
ceeds 59  per  cent,  of  the  whole  circulation  of  1815. 


The  fact  that  the  currencv  in  1815  and  1816  wis 
depreciated  has  not  sensibly  diminished  the  effect 
upon  the  community  of  this  great  and  sadden  re- 
duction. Whatever  was  the  demree  of  its  depreci- 
ation, it  was  still  the  measure  of  value.  It  deter- 
mined the  price  of  labor,  and  of  all  the  property 
of  the  community.  A  change  so  violent  could  not 
fail,  under  the  most  favorable  auspices  in  other 
respects,  to  produce  much  distress,  to  check  the 
ardor  ot  enterprise,  and  seriously  to  ailect  the  pro- 
ductive energies  of  the  nation.  The  reduction 
was,  in  fact,  commenced  under  favorable  auspices. 
During  the  year  1817,  and  the  greater  part  of  1818, 
all  the  surplus  produce  of  the  country  commanded 
in  foreign  markets  higher  prices  tnan  ordinary. 
The  rate  of  foreign  exchange  afforded  no  indnce- 
ment  for  the  exportation  of  specie,  for  the  purpose 
of  discharging  debts  previously  contracted.  The 
only  drain  to  which  tlue  metallic  currency  w^as  sub^ 
ject  was  the  demand  for  it  for  the  prosecution  of 
the  trade  to  the  Kast  Indies  and  to  Cnina.  In  this 
trade,  specie  bein^  the  principal  commodity,  and 
indispensable  to  its  prosecution,  the  amount  ex- 
ported during  those  years  was  very  great,  and  se- 
riously afiected  the  amount  of  circulation,  by  com- 
pelliog  the  banks  to  diminish  th&i  discounts. 

Notwithstanding  the  drain  for  this  commerce 
during  these  years  was  unusually  large,  every  other 
circumstance  was  favorable  to  the  restoration  ck 
the  currency  to  a  sound  state,  with  the  least  possi- 
ble distress  to  the  community.  The  capacity  of 
the  country  to  discharge  a  large  portion  of^he  debts 
contracted  with  banks,  and  which  had  occasioned 
their  excessive  issues,  was  greater  than  at  any 
former  period,  and  than  it  probablv  will  be  again 
for  a  lapse  of  successive  years.  The  effort  to  re- 
duce the  amount  of  currency  during  those  years, 
though  successful  to  a  considerable  degree,  was 
not  pursued  with  sufl&cient  eameetness.  In  the 
latter  part  of  1818,  when  the  price  of  the  principal 
articles  of  American  production  had  fallen  nearly 
50  per  cent  in  foreign  markets,  when  the  meTchaDt 
needed  the  aid  of  additional  loans  to  sustain  him 
against  the  losses  which  he  had  incurred  by  the 
sodden  reduction  in  the  price  of  the  commodities 
he  had  exported,  he  was  called  upon  to  discbarge 
loans  previously  contacted.  Tne  a^'cullurist, 
ivho  saw  his  income  reduced  below  his  indispen- 
sable necessities ;  the  manufacmier,  who  was  not 
only  struggling  against  foreign  competition,  but 
who  saw  the  sale  of  his  manufoctures  reduced,  by 
the  incapacity  of  his  customers  to  tuy ;  in  fact,  ail 
classes  of  the  communitV)  under  circumstances  so 
adverse  to  the  command  of  funds,  were  subjected 
to  curtailment  wherever  they  had  obtained  dis- 
counts. 

All  intelligent  writers  upon  currency  agree  that 
where  it  is  decreasing  in  amount,  povo-ty  and 
misery  must  prevail.  The  correctness  of  the  opin- 
ion is  too  manifest  to  require  proof.  The  united 
voice  of  the  nation  attests  its  accuracy.  As  there 
is  no  recorded  example  in  the  history  of  nations 
of  a  reduction  of  the  currency  so  rapid  an 4  so  ex- 
tensive, so  but  few  examples  have  occurred  of  dis- 
tress so  ^neral  and  so  severe  as  that  which  has 
been  exhibited  in  the  United  States*    To  thecviift 
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of  a  decreasing  currency  are  superadded  those  of 
A  deficient  currency.  But,  notwithstanding  it  is  de- 
ficient, it  is  still  depreciated.  In  several  of  the  States 
the  j^reat  mass  of  the  circulation  is  not  even  os- 
tensibly convertible  into  specie  at  the  will  of  the 
holder.  During  the  greater  part  of  the  time  that 
has  elapsed  since  the  resumption  of  specie  pay- 
ments, the  convertibility  of  bank  notes  mto  specie 
has  been  rather  nominal  than  real  in  the  largest 
portion  of  the  Union.  On  the  part  of  the  banks, 
mutual  weakness  hadproduced  mutual  forbearance. 
The  extensive  diffusion  of  bank  stock  among  the 
great  body  of  the  citizens,  in  most  of  the  States,  had 
produced  the  same  forbearance  amon^  individuals. 
To  demand  specie  of  the  banks,  when  it  was  known 
they  were  unable  to  pay,  was  to  destroy  their  own 
interests,  by  destroying  the  credit  of  tne  banks  in 
'which  the  productive  portion  of  their  property 
was  invested.  In  favor  of  forbearance  was  also 
added  the  influence  of  the  great  mass  of  bank 
debtors.  Kverv  dollar  in  specie  drawn  out  of  the 
banks,  especially  for  exportation,  induced  the  ne- 
cessity of  curtadments.  To  this  portion  of  the 
commonitv  all  other  evils  were  light  wh^n  com- 
pared witn  the  imperious  demands  of  banks. 
Their  exertions  to  prevent  the  drain  of  specie  in 
the  possession  of  those  who  controlled  their  des- 
tiny equalled  the  magnitude  of  the  evils  which 
were  to  be  avoided.  In  most  parts  of  the  Union 
this  forced  state  of  things  is  passing  away.  The 
convertibility  of  bank  notes  into  specie  is  becom- 
ing real  wherever  it  is  ostensible.  If  public  opin- 
ion does  not  correct  the  evil  in  those  States  wnere 
this  convertibility  is  not  even  ostensible,  it  will  be 
the  imperious  duty  of  those  who  are  invested  with 
the  power  of  correction  to  apply  the  appropriate 
remedy. 

As  the  currency  is,  at  least  in  some  parts  of  the 
Union,  depreciated,  it  must  in  those  parts  suffer  a 
further  reduction  before  it  becomes  sound.  The 
bation  must  continue  to  suffer  until  this  is  effected. 
After  the  currency  shall  be  reduced  to  the  amount 
which,  when  the  present  quantity  of  the  precious 
metals  is  distributed  among  the  various  nations  of 
the  world,  in  proportion  to  their  respective  ex- 
changeable values,  shall  be  assigned  to  the  United 
States ;  when  time  shall  have  regulated  the  price 
of  labor  and  of  commodities,  according  to  that 
amount;  and  when  pre-existing  engagements  .shall 
have  been  adjusted,  the  sufierings  from  a  depreci- 
ated, decreasing,  and  deficient  currency  will  be  j, 
terminated.  Individual  and  public  prosperity  will  | 
gradually  revive,  and  the  productive  energies  of  | 
the  nation  resume  their  accustomed  activity.  But  | 
new  changes  in  the  currency,  and  circumstances 
adverse  to  the  perpetuity  of  the  general  prosperity, 
may  reasonably  be  expected  to  occur.  So  far  as 
these  changes  depend  upon  the  currency,  their  re- 
currence, to  an  extent  sufficient  to  disturb  the 
prosperity  of  the  nation,  would  be  effectually  pre* 
vented,  if  it  could  be  rendered  purely  metallic.  In 
that  event,  we  should  always  retain  that  propor- 
tion of  the  precious  metals  which  our  exchangea- 
ble commodities  bear  to  those  of  other  nations. 
The  currency  would  seldom  be  either  redundant 
or  deficient  to  an  extent  that  would  seriously  affect 


the  interests  of  society.  But  when  the  currency 
is  metallic,  and  paper  convertible  into  specie^ 
changes  to  such  an  extent,  it  is  believed,  will  fre- 
quently occur. 

The  establishment  of  banks  which  are  re- 
strained from  issuing  notes  of  small  denomina- 
tions furnishes  ^reat  facilities  for  the  transmission 
of  money,  and  increases  the  efficiency  of  the  cap- 
ital subject  to  their  control  to  the  extent  of  tne 
credit  employed  by  them.  The  degree  of  facility 
afforded  by  them  for  the  transportation  or  trans- 
mission of  money  depends  upon  the  extent  of 
country  within  which  their  notes  circulate,  and 
preserve  a  value  equivalent  to  specie.  Ordinarily, 
this  extent  is  determined  bv  the  interior  trade  of 
the  country  ;  they  will  circulate  through  the  whole 
extent  of  country,  the  produce  of  which  is  carried 
for  sale  to  the  place  of  their  establishment  If 
thev  are  established  only  in  the  principal  commer- 
cial city  of  the  nation,  their  notes  will  circulate 
through  the  whole  extent  of  its  territory,  and 
afford  the  greatest  possible  facility  for  the  tranfr- 
mission  of  money.  If  they  are  established  in 
several  of  the  commercisd  cities,  their  circula- 
tion will  be  circumscribed  by  the  sections  of  coun- 
try the  inhabitants  of  which  trade  to  those  cities. 
The  facility  for  transmitting  money  will  be  di- 
minished by  their  establishment.  But  if  banks 
should  be  established  in  all  the  interior  towns, 
this  facility  would  be  impaired  to  a  still  greateir 
degree.  In  that  event,  their  notes  would  circu- 
late within  very  narrow  limits ;  but,  within  those 
limits,  the  notes  of  the  banks  in  the  commercial 
cities  would  no  longer  form  part  of  the  circula- 
tion. Bhould  they,  by  accident,  be  carried  within 
it,  the  nrst  individual  having  remittances  to  make, 
and  into  whose  hands  they  might  come,  would  use 
them  for  that  purpose.  ^ 

The  de^ee  of  credit  which  a  bank  can  employ, 
in  proportion  to  its  capital,  depends  upon  a  variety 
of  circumstances.  If  the  community  repose  rareat 
confidence  iu  the  prudence  and  integrity  of  mose 
who  direct  its  concerns ;  if  the  capital  employed  be 
small  in  proportion  to  the  demand  for  tne  trans- 
mission of  money  ;  if  there  be  no  other  bank  whose 
local  situation  repels  its  circulation  from  those  sec- 
tions of  the  country,  the  produce  of  which  is  ulti- 
mately carried  to  the  place  where  it  is  established, 
the  credit  ^vhich  it  will  be  able  to  employ  will  be 
very  great.  Where  all  these  facilities  are  wanting, 
the  extent  of  the  credit  which  it  will  emplo)r  wul 
be  very  inconsiderable.  The  additional  emciency 
which,  in  the  latter  case,  will  be  imparted  to  ca|^ 
ital  invested  in  banks,  will  not,  it  is  believed,  coun- 
tervail the  evils  which  necessarily  result  from  their 
establishment. 

Among  the  advantages  which  have  been  sup- 
posed most  strongly  to  recommend  their  establish- 
ment, especially  in  a  community  whose  resources 
are  rapidly  expanding,  their  capacity  suddenly  to 
increase  the  currency  to  the  utmost  demand  for  it 
has  been  considered  the  most  important. 

In  a  country  where  the  currency  is  purely  me- 
tallic, no  considerable  addition  can  be  made  to  it 
without  giving,  at  the  time  of  its  acouisition,  ar- 
ticles in  exchange  of  equal  value.    No  addition 
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can  be  made  to  the  currency  without  afiectinj^,  to 
the  extent  of  such  addition,  the  enjoyments  of  the 
community.  The  amount  so  added  will,  to  the 
same  extent,  diminish  the  quantity  of  articles  which 
would  otherwise  be  ixnported  into  the  country  for 
domestic  consumption,  or  for  re-exportation. 

Ordinarily,  the  currency  of  one  country  will  not 
be  exported  to  another,  because  its  value  in  every 
country  is  mearly  the  same.  It  will  not,  therefore, 
lidce  other  commodities,  command  a  commercial 
profit  upon  exportation.  It  will  be  taken  from 
one  country  to  another  only  when  the  price  of 
commodities  in  the  former  is  so  high  as  to  produce 
a  loss  in  the  latter  equal  to  the  expense  of  trans- 
porting sp^ie.  It  is  this  condition,  annexed  to 
every  acquisition  to  the  currency  of  a  State,  when 
it  is  purely  metallic,  of  diminishing,  to  the  same 
extent,  the  enjoyments  of  the  community,  which 
adbrds  the  most  efficient  protection  against  its  be- 
comingredundant.  It  is  equally  efficient  in  guard- 
ing against  a  deficiency,  to  an  extent  that  can 
seriously  affect  the  interest  of  the  community. 
But  this  condition  is  not  annexed  to  the  increase 
of  the  currency  by  the  issue  of  bank  notes,  even 
when  convertible  mto  specie.  The  notes  by  which 
th^  currenc|r  is  suddenly  augmented  do  not,  in  any 
degree,  dimmish  the  enjoyments  of  the  community. 
No  equivalent  is^  by  such  issue,  transferred  to 
another  community,  as  is  invariably  done  when 
an  acquisition  is  made  to  a  metallic  currency. 
Whenever  the  currency  can  be  au^en ted,  exempt 
from  such  traiisfer,  it  must  be  subject  to  some  de- 
gree of  fluctuation  in  quantity.  Every  addition 
made  to  the  currency  by  the  issue  of  bank  notes 
changes  the  relation  which  previously  existed  be- 
tween the  amount  of  the  currency  and  the  amount 
of  the  commodities  which  are  to  be  exchanged 
through  its  agency.  Their  issue  depends  not  upon 
receiving  in  exchange  articles  of  equal  value,  but 
upon  a  pledge  of  the  credit  of  one  or  more  individ- 
uals to  the  amount  of  such  issue.  No  evil  can  re- 
siilt  to  the  community  from  the  advance  of  the 
capital  of  a  bank  in  exchange  for  the  credit  of  in- 
dividuals. In  that  case,  no  addition  is  made  to 
the  amount  of  the  currency  previously  in  circula- 
tion. It  is  perfectly  immaterial  to  soci^y  whether 
this  capital  be  lent  by  individuals  or  by  corpora- 
tions. The  relation  between  the  currency  and  the 
exchangeable  commodities  of  the  State  is  not  dis- 
turbed. But,  when  their  credit  is  greatly  extended, 
the  currency  is  expanded,  and  that  relation  is  de- 
ranged. An  expansion  of  the  currency,  through 
the  agency  bf  banks,  will  generally  occur  only  in 
periods  or  prosperity.  During  such  periods,  enter- 
prise will  be  fostered,  industry  stimulated,  and  the 
eotaifort  and  happiness  of  tne  people  advanced, 
without  the  factitious  aid  of  an  expansive  currency. 
But  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  a  sudden  increase 
of  the  currency,  during  {)eriods  of  prosperity, 
through  the  agency  of  bank  issues,  gives  additional 
force  and  activity  to  the  national  enterprise.  Such 
an  increase  will  be  followed  by  a  general  rise  in 
the  value  of  all  articles,  especially  of  those  which 
cannot  be  exported.  The  price  of  lands,  houses, 
and  public  stock,  will  be  augmented  in  a  greater 
degree  than  if  no  such  increase  had  taken  place. 


If  these  prices  could  be  maintained,  if  they  could 
even  be  protected  against  sudden  redaction,  they 
would  be  cause  of  gratulation  rather  than  of  com- 
plaint. But  the  expansion  of  the  currency,  bv  the 
issue  of  paper,  in  a  period  of  prosperity,  will  in- 
evitably be  succeeded  by  its  contraction  in  periods 
of  adversity.  The  extent  to  which  the  currency 
may  be  contracted,  through  the  agency  of  banks, 
depends  upon  the  use  which  they  may  liave  made 
of  their  credit.  The  excess  of  tneir  discounts  be- 
yond their  capital  actually  paid  determines  the 
amount  of  the  credit  whicn  they  have  employed. 
Thus,  in  1813.  the  capital  of  the  banks  in  the 
United  States  has  been  estimated  at  865,000,000, 
and  their  discounU  at  $117.000,<X}0.  The  extent 
to  which  their  credit  was'  then  employed  was 
$52,000,000.  Their  circulation,  the  same  period, 
has  been  estimated  at  $62,000,000.  la  this  esti- 
mate no  allowance  was  made  for  notes  stated  to  be 
in  circulation,  but  which  were  probably  in  the  pos- 
session of  otner  banks.  A  reasonable  deduction 
being  made  on  that  account,  it  is  probable  that 
the  paper  circulation  did  not  much  exceed  $52,- 
000,000.  But  the  liabUity  of  the  banks  for  specie 
was  equal  to  the  whole  amount  of  notes  represent- 
ed to  be  in  circulation,  besides  the  individual  de- 
posites.  To  meet  an  immediate  demand,  they  are 
estimated  to  have  had  $28,000,000  in  specie.  If 
the  deposites  of  individuals  should  be  estimated  at 
$18,000,000,  their  ultimate  means  of  moEtiDg  the 
demand  of  $62,000,000,  without  sacrificing  their 
capital,  would  consist  of  $10,000,000  in  specie, 
and  $52,000,000  secured  by  the  notes  of  individn- 
als;  this  sum  being  the  excess  of  their  disooanCs 
over  their  capital.  Under  ordinary  circumstances, 
the  basis  upon  which  the  credit  oi^this  circulation 
rested  miffht  be  considered  sufficient  to  sustain  it 
A  debt  of  $117,000,000  could  noL  under  the  most 
adverse  circumstances,  be  considfered  inadequate 
to  meet  one  of  $52,000,000.  But,  in  the  case  of 
currency,  the  capacity  of  ultimate  redemption  is 
not  sufficient.  The  capacity  to  redeem  it  as  it  is 
presented  is  indispensable.  Whenever  the  public 
confidence  ioi  this  capacity  is  impaired,  an  imme- 
diate demand  for  specie  will  be  created ;  and,  if 
it  is  not  prompdy  met,  depreciation  will  ensue. 
But.  even  m  circumstances  m  some  degree  adverse 
to  the  operations  of  banks,  if  their  discounts  con- 
sisted principally  of  notes  founded  upon  real  trans^ 
actions,  in  which  the. idea  of  renewal  was  exclud- 
ed, and  if  specie  formed  a  considerable  proportion 
of  the  circulation,  the  capacity  of  the  binks  to 
meet  the  demands  upon  them  for  specie  might 
have  been  sufficient  to  sustain  the  credit  of  the 
currency.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  debts  due 
to  the  banks  consisted  chiefly  of  fixed  or  perma- 
nent loans,  generally  denominated  accommodation 
paper ;  if  specie  had  been  banished  from  circula- 
tion, by  the  issue  of  dollar  notes,  the  suspension  of 
payment  by  the  banks  could  not  fail  to  be  the  re- 
sult of  any  considerable  pressure  upon  them  fot 
specie.  In  the  former  case,  as  their  notes  should 
be  withdrawn  from  circulation,  they  would  gradu- 
ally be  reduced  to  the  demand  for  them  for  the 
transmission  of  money.  If  the  eflfort  to  withdraw 
them  should  be  continued  beyond  that  point, fpecie 
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^would  be  paid  into  the  banks  bv  their  debtors,  in 

§  reference  to  bank  notes :  and  toe  iust  proportion 
etween  the  paper  circulation  and  the  specie  in 
their  vaults  would  be  promptly  restored.  In  the 
latter  case,  as  the  debts  due  to  the  banks  would 
not,  according  to  the  understanding  of  the  parties, 
become  due  at  short  intervals,  the  only  mode  oi 
meeting  the  increasing  demands  upon,  them  for 
specie  would  be  to  require  of  the  whole  mass  of 
debtors  the  pavment  of  a  fixed  proportion  of  the 
sums  due  by  tnem.  As  the  circumstances  which 
would  require  this  measure,  on  the  part  of  the 
banks,  would  generally  afiect  the  community  in 
the  same  degree,  the  capacity  of  their  debtors  to 
meet  this  demand  woula  generally  be  found  to  be 
in  an  inverse  ratio  to  the  demand.  The  demand 
itself,  being  inconsistent  with  the  impression  under 
which  the  debt  was  contracted,  would  be  resisted 
in  every  case  where  the  interest  of  the  debtor 
would  be  subserved  by  delay.  As  specie  formed 
but  an  inconsiderable  part  of  the  currency,  the 
redaction  of  the  paper  circulation  would  have  to 
be  carried  to  a  greater  extent  than  in  the  former 
case.  A  just  proportion  between  the  paper  circu- 
lation, and  the  specie  necessary  to  support  it,  could 
be  obtained  only  by  the  jpositive  reduction  of  the 
former,  as  it  would  be  mipracticable  to  increase 
the  latter,  while  the  demand  continuedf  Under 
such  circtimstances.  the  suspension  of  payment 
would  be  the  probable  result. 

Such,  in  fact,  were  the  circumstances  under 
which  (ne  suspension  in  1814  occurred. 

The  injudicious  multiplication  of  banks,  where 
capital  in  that  foriXL  to  some  extent,  might  have 
been  useful :  the  establishment  of  them  where  they 
coidd  only  be  injurious;  the  permission  to  issue 
dollar  notes, 'by  which  specie  was  banished  from 
circulation :  and  the  demand  for  specie  for  export- 
ation, whicn  existed  during  the  years  I8l3  and 
1814,  imposed  upoxi  the  banks  in  the  Middle, 
Southern,  and  Western  States  the  necessity  of  sus- 
pending payment.  A  longer  effort  to  discharjg;e 
their  notes  in  specie  would  not  only  have  been  in- 
effectual, but  would  certainly  have  postponed,  to  a 
more  remote  period,  the  resumption  of  specie  pay- 
ments. The  evils  which  have  resulted  to  the 
community  from  that  suspension  have  certainly 
been  great ;  but  it  inay  well  be  doubted  whether 
others  of  equal  magnitude  would  not  have  been 
suffered,  if  that  event  had  not  occurred.  The  extent 
to  which  the  currency  must  have  been  reduced,  in 
order  to  have  avoided  the  suspension,  could  not 
have  failed,  at  any  period,  to  produce  j^reat  embar- 
rassment and  distress  to  the  commumty.  But,  in 
a  time  of  war^  when  the  countrv  was  invaded ; 
when  the  public  safety  required  that  the  energies 
of  the  nation  should  De  fully  developed,  a  sudden 
and  extensive  reduction  of  the  currency,  by  any 
cause  whatever,  would  have  been  fatal.  Under 
^uch  circumstances,  the  demand  for  currency  would 
have  been  too  imperious  to  be  r^isted.  It  would, 
from  necessity,  have  been  supplied  by  the  issue  of 
Treasury  notes. 

The  fact  that,  in  a  small  portion  of  the  Unioi^, 
specie  payments  were  continued,  cannot  be  admit- 
ted as  evidence  that  it  was  practicable  throughout 


the  nation.  In  that  part  of  the  country,  the  extea- 
sive  bank  issues  consequent  upon  loans  to  the  Gov- 
ernment in  the  Middle  States  had  not  occurred*  For- 
eign trade,  which^  in  the  other  parts  of  the  Union 
was  nearly  annihilated,  still  preserved  there  a  lan- 
guid existence,  through  the  permission  or  conni- 
vance of  the  enemy.  These  circumstances  could 
not  fail  to  enable  the  banks  in  the  Eastern  States 
to  continue  specie  payments  longer  than  those.of 
the  Middle,  Southern,  and  Western  States.  In 
an  effort  to  Dreserve  tneir  credit,  they  would,  in- 
evitably, be  tne  last  which  would  fail.  In  such  a 
strug^e,  however,  they  must  have  failed,  had  not 
the  circulation  of  the  paper  of  their  weaker  neigh- 
bors and  the  issues  of  Treasury  notes  come  .to  their 
aid.  But  for  this  adventitious  assistance,  whoUy 
unconnected  with  the  wisdom  and  foresight  of 
their  doctors,  specie  payments  must  have  been 
suspended  there,  or  the  best  interests  of  the  com- 
munity have  been  sacrificed.  From  that  jjeriod, 
until  the  resumption  of  specie  payments  in  the 
early  part  of  1817,  Treasury  notes,  and  the  qotes 
of  the  banks  which  had  suspended  payi^ent,  fonn^d 
the  great  mass  of  the  circulation  in  the  eastern 
part  of  the  Union.  Specie,  or  the  notes  of  banks 
which  continued  to  pay  specie,  formed  no  part  of 
the  receipts  of  the  Government  in  Boston  and  the 
districts  east  of  that  town,  until  about  the  close  of 
the  year  1816. 

In  aU  great  exigencies,  which,  in  the  course  of 
human  events,  may  be  expected  to  arise  in  every 
nation,  the  suspension  of  payment  by  banks,  where  ^ 
the  circulation  consists  principally  of  bank  notes, 
is  one  of  the  evils  which  ought  to  be  considered  as 
the  inevitable  consequence  of  their  estabUshment. 
Even  in  countries  where  paper  does  not  form  the 
principal  part  of  the  circulation,  such,  an  event 
will  sometimes  happen.  In  the  year  1797,  whan 
the  restriction  was  imposed  upon  the  Bank  of 
Epgland,  the  average  of  its  circulation: for  several 
successive  years  was  ahout  £10,000,000  sterling, 
whilst  the  metallic  currency  was  estimated  at 
£30,000,000.  Yet,  in  that  country,  whose  trade 
in  time  of  war,  through  the  protection  of  its 
fleets,  was  rather  expanded  than  contractedi  it  was 
found  necessary  to  authorize  the  bank  ta  suspend 
payment  j  which  suspension,  ftfter  a  lapse  of 
twenty-three  years,  still  continues.  When  die 
existence  of  banks  depends  upon  the  authority 
which  rej^ulates  the  currenoy,  it  may  be.pr^P- 
ticable  to  impose  salutary  checlcB  against  excessive 
issues  of  paper  during  suspension,  and,  in  some 
degree,  t^  guard  against  an  excessive  .depreciation 
of  the  currency,  fiu^  where  these  institutions  ue 
created  by  an  authority  having  no  power  to  regu- 
late the  currency,  ana  especially  where  they  a^e 
created  by  a  great  variety  of  auithorities  independent 
of  each  other,  and  practically  incapable  of  acting 
in  concert,  it  is  manifest  that  no  such  ch^kf  ;9r 
restraints  can  be  imposed.  It  is  impossible  to  un- 
agine  a  currency  more  vicious  than  .that  which 
depends  upon  the  will  of  nearly  four  nundFj^ 
banks,  entirely  independent  of  each  other,  ^wji^^ 
released  from  all  restnunt  against  excessive  issi^cp. 
By  the  term  currency,  the  issue  of  piyper  bv  Qoy- 
ernment,  as  a   financial   resource,  is  excluded. 
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Byen  such  an  issue^  in  a  State  where  the  reign  of 
law  is  firmly  established,  and  pablic  opinion  con- 
trols the  public  councils,  would  be  preferable  to  a 
currency  similar  to  that  which  existed  in  some 
parts  of  the  United  States  during  the  general  sus- 
pension, and  which  now  exists  in  some  of  the 
States.  This  truth  has  been  practically  demon- 
strated by  the  redemption  of  the  whole  of  the 
Treasury  notes  issued  during  the  war,  within  the 
short  space  of  about  two  years  after  the  peace ; 
whilst  a  lar^e  amount  of  bank  notes  issued  during 
the  suspension  are  yet  unredeemed,  and  greatly 
depreciated. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  a  metallic  currency, 
connected  with  a  paper  circulation,  conyertible 
into  specie,  and  not  exceeding  the  demand  for  the 
facile  transmission  of  money,  is  the  most  conve- 
nient that  can  be  devised.  When  the  paper  cir- 
culation exceeds  that  demand,  the  metallic  cur- 
rency, to  the  amount  of  the  excess,  will  be  export- 
ed, and  a  liability  to  sudden  fluctuations  to  the 
same  extent  will  oe  produced. 

If  banks  were  established  only  in  the  principal 
commercial  cities  of  each  State ;  if  they  were  re- 
strained from  the  issue  of  notes  of  small  denomi- 
nations ;  if  they  should  retain  an  absolute  control 
oyer  one-half  of  their  capital,  and  the  whole  of 
the  credit  which  they  employ,  by  discounting  to 
that  amount  nothing  but  transaction  paper  paya- 
ble at  short  dates,  the  credit  and  stability  of  the 
banks  would  at  least  be  unquestionable.  Their 
notes  could  always  be  redeemed  in  specie,  on  de- 
mand. The  remaining  part  of  their  capital  might 
be  advanced  upon  long  credits  to  manufacturers, 
and  even  to  aericulturists,  without  the  danger  of 
being  under  the  necessity  of  calling  upon  such 
debtors  to  contribute  to  their  relief  it  emergencies 
should  occur.  Such  debtors  are,  in  fact,  unable 
to  meet  sudden  exigencies,  and  ought  never  to  ac- 
cept of  advances  from  banks  but  upon  long  credits, 
for  which  timely  provision  may  be  made.  The 
latter  class,  of  all  others,  is  the  least  qualified  to 
meet  the  sudden  demands  which  a  pressure  upon 
banks  compels  them  to  make  upon  their  debtors. 
The  returns  of  capital  invested  in  agriculture  are 
too  slow  and  distant  to  justify  engagements  with 
banks,  except  upon  long  credits.  If  the  payment 
of  the  principal  should  be  demanded  at  other  pe- 
riods than  those  at  which  the  husbandman  receives 
the  annual  reward  of  his  toil,  the  distress  which 
would  result  from  the  exaction  would  greatly  out- 
weigh any  benefit  which  was  anticipated  from 
the  loan.  That  the  establishment  of  banks  in 
agncttltural  districts  has  greatly  improved  the 
general  appearance  of  the  country,  is  not  denied. 
Gomfortable  mansions  and  spacious  barns  have 
been  erected ;  lands  have  been  cleared  and  reduc- 
ed'to  cultivation;  farms  have  been  stocked  and 
rendered  more  productive,  by  the  aid  of  bank  cred- 
its; but  these  improvements  will  eventually  be 
ftnmd,  in  most  cases,  to  effect  the  ruin  of  the  pro- 
vrietor.  The  farm,  with  its  improvements,  will 
mqoently  prove  unequal  to  the  discharge  of  the 
debts  incurred  in  its  embellishment.     Such^  in 


inland  towns  and  villages.  Poverty  and  distre» 
are  impending  over  the  heads  of  most  of  those 
who  have  attempted  to  improve  their  farms  by  the 
aid  of  bank  creaits.  So  general  is  this  distress, 
that  the  principal  attention  of  the  State  Lfegisla- 
tures,  where  tne  evil  exists,  is,  at  this  moment, 
directed  to  the  adoption  of  measures  calculated  to 
rescue  their  fellow-citizens  from  the  inevitable  ef- 
fects of  their  own  indiscretion.  If^  in  aflbrding  a 
shield  to  the  debtor  against  the  leal  demand  of 
his  creditor,  the  axe  shall  be  applied  to  the  root  of 
the  evil,  by  the  annihilation  or  banks  where  they 
ought  never  to  have  existed,  the  interference, how- 
ever doubtful  in  point  of  policy  or  principle,  mav 
eventually  be  productive  of  more  good  than  evil. 

The  general  system  of  credit  which  has  Y)een 
introduced  through  the  agency  of  banks,  brought 
home  to  every  man's  door,  has  produced  a  facti- 
tious state  of  things,  extremely  aa  verse  to  the  sober, 
frugal,  and  industrious  habits  which  ought  to  be 
cherisned  in  a  republic.  In  the  place  of  these  vir- 
tues, extravagance,  idleness,  and  the  spirit  of  gam- 
bling adventure  have  been  engenderea  and  fostered 
by  our  institutions.  So  far  as  these  evils  have 
been  produced  by  the  establishment  of  banks  where 
they  are  not  required,  by  the  omission  to  impose 
upon  them  wholesome  restraints,  and  by  the  igno- 
rance or  misconduct  of  those  who  have  been  in- 
trusted with  their  direction,  they  are  heUered  to 
be  beyond  the  control  of  the  Federal  Groremment. 
Since  the  resumption  of  specie  payments,  measures 
have  been  adopted  in  some  of  the  States  to  enforce 
their  continuance ;  in  others,  the  evil  has  been  left 
to  the  correction  of  public  opinion.  There  is, 
however,  some  reason  to  appreaend  that  the  au- 
thority of  law  may  be  interposed  in  support  of  the 
circulation  of  notes  not  convertible  into  specie. 

But  the  Federal  Government  has,  by  its  mea- 
sures, in  some  degree,  contributed  to  the  spirit  of 
speculation  and  of  adventurous  enterprise  which, 
at  this  moment,  so  strongly  characterizes  the  citi- 
zens of  this  Republic.  The  system  of  credit,  which 
in  the  infancy  of  our  commerce  was  indispensable 
to  its  prosperity,  if  not  to  its  existence,  has  been 
extended  at  a  period  when  the  dictates  of  sound 
discretion  seemed  to  require  that  it  .^ihouJd  be  short- 
ened. The  credit  given  upon  the  sale  of  the  na> 
tional  domain  has  diffused  this  spirit  of  speculation 
and  of  inordinate  enterprise  among  the  great  mass 
of  our  citizens.  The  public  lands  are  purchased, 
and  splendid  towns  erected  upon  them,  vrbh  bank 
credits.  Every  thing  is  artificial.  The  rich  in- 
habitant of  the  commercial  cities  and  the  tenant 
of  the  forest  differ  only  in  the  object  of  their  pur- 
suit. Whether  commerce,  splendid  mansions,  or 
public  lands  be  the  object  of  desire,  the  means  bv 
which  the  gratification  is  to  be  secured  are  banx 
credits. 

This  state  of  things  is  no  less  unfriendly  to  the 
duration  of  our  republican  institutions  than  it  is 
adverse  to  the  development  of  our  national  ener- 
gies when  ^reat  emergencies  shall  arise ;  for,  upon 
such  occasions,  the  attention  of  the  citizen  wii/ 6e 
directed  to  the  preservation  of  his  property  irota 


faet,  is  the  actual  or  apprehended  state  of  thmes  I  the  grasp  of  his  creditors,  instead  of  being  deroted 
wherever  banks  have  been  established  in  the  small  I  to  the  defence  of  his  country ;  instead  of  bong  able 
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to  pay  with  pramptitude  the  eoDtrtbotions  neces- 
sary to  the  preservaiioa  of  the  State,  he  will  be 
induced  to  claim  the  iDterfereace  of  the  GoFern- 
meot  to  protect  him  against  the  effects  of  his  folly 
and  extraragance. 

This  ought  not  to  be  the  condition  of  a  republic 
^rhen  menaced  by  foreign  force  or  domestic  com- 
motion. Such,  it  is  apprehended,  will  be  the  con- 
dition of  the  United  States,  if  the  course  which 
has  been  pursued  since  the  commencement  of  the 
late  war  be  not  abandoned.  Siace  that  period,  it 
is  belieYed,  the  number  of  banks  in  the  United 
States  has  been  more  than  doubled.  They  have 
been  established  in  the  little  inland  towns  and  vil- 
lages, and  have  brought  distress  and  ruin  upon  the 
inhabitants.  When  the  cause  and  the  extent  of 
the  evil  are  known,  no  doubt  is  entertained  that 
the  appropriate  ren^dies  will  be  applied  by  those 
who,  in  our  complex  form  of  eoyernxnent,  are  in- 
vested with  the  necessary  authoritv. 

But  the  resolution  requires  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  ^'  to  report  such  measures  as,  in  his  opin- 
ion, may  be  expedient  to  procure  and  retain  a  suf- 
ficient quantity  of  gold  and  silver  coin  in  the  Uni- 
ted States." 

It  has  already  been  susgested,  that,  if  the  cur- 
rency were  purely  metuTic,  or  connected  with 
paper  convertible  into  specie,  to  the  extent  only  of 
the  demand  for  the  transmission  of  money^  the 
United  States  would  retain  a  proportion  ol  the 
precious  metals  which  the  value  of  their  excbange- 
able  commodities  bore  to  those  of  other  States. 
But  if  paper  can  be  made  to  circulate  independent 
of  its  employment  in  the  transmission  of  funds, 

fold  and  silver  to  the  same  extent  will  be  exported, 
f  paper  will  be  received  and  employed  generally 
as  the  medium  of  exchange,  and  especially  if  it  be 
issued  in  bills  of  small  denominations,  the  amount 
of  specie  which  will  be  exported  will  be  great  in 
proportion  to  the  paper  in  circulation.  If  this  po- 
sition be  correct,  the  power  of  Congress  will  be 
insufficient  to  retain  any  considerable  portion  of 
^old  and  silver  in  the  United  States.  Bank  notes, 
from  one  dollar  to  those  of  large  denominations, 
have  circulated,  and,  it  is  presumed,  will  continue 
to  circulate,  independent  oi'  its  aitthority.  As  long 
as  bank  notes  will  be  received  as  a  substitute  for 
specie,  the  qnantitv  of  specie  necessary  for  cur- 
rency will  be  small  and  may  be  easily  retained 
without  the  aid  of  Qovemment.  But  the  demand 
for  specie,  where  the  circulation  is  principally  pa- 
per, IS  extremely  fluctuating.  When  there  is  but 
little  or  no  demand  for  it,  the  temptation  to  increase 
their  discounts,  by  the  issue  of  more  paper,  is  too 
strong  to  be  resisted  by  banks.  When  a  demand 
for  specie  arises,  the  currency  has  to  be  suddenly 
diminished  by  the  contraction  of  their  discounts. 
Fluctuations  in  the  amount  of  the  currency,  pro- 
duced by  this  means,  is  the  principal  mischief  to 
be  remedied;  these  fluctuations  will  frequently 
occur  in  every  State,  where  the  currency  is  prin- 
cipally paper  convertible  into  coin.  In  the  United 
States,  where  the  specie  exported  as  a  primary  arti- 
cle of  commerce  to  the  East  Indies  and  to  China 
bears  so  large  a  proportion  to  the  metallic  currency 
of  the  cooatry,  they  must  not  only  be  more  fre- 


quent than  in  States  where  no  auch  commerce 
exists,  but  more  extensive  in  their  efiects.  The 
demand  created  for  Spanish  milled  dollars,  by  the 
exportation  of  specie,  in  the  prosecution  oi  this 
trade,  has,  without  doubt,  caused  their  importation 
to  an  extent  which  otherwise  would  not  have  oc- 
curred. As  this  demand  is  in  some  degree  contin- 
gent, the  supply  will  also  be  contingent.  When 
It  exceeds  the  demand,  the  banks  will  be  tempted 
to  new  issues  of  paper.  When  it  is  deficient,  the 
deficiency  will  be  drawn  from  the  banks,  and  will 
cause  a  sudden  diminution  of  the  currency,  if 
this  diminution  could  be  limited  to  the  amoant  of 
the  deficiency  thus  drawn  from  the  banks,  the  evil 
would  be  no  greater  than  if  the  currency  were 
metallic.  But  this  is  not  the  fact.  When  the 
paper  circulation  is  returned  upon  the  banks  for 
specie,  prudence  requires  that  an  effort  shonki  be 
made  to  preserve  the  same  proportion  between  the 
specie  in  their  vaults  and  their  notes  in  circuklkm 
as  existed  at  the  moment  the  pressure  commenced. 
If  the  paper  in  circulation  snould  be  three  times 
the  amount  of  specie  in  possession  of  the  banks,  a 
demand  upon  them  for  91,000,000  of  specie  woold 
produce  a  diminution  of  $3,000,000  in  the  currency 
rf  the  specie  should  be  exported,  and  of  92,0OOgOQO 
if  it  remained  in  the  country.  It  is  even  probable 
that  the  comparative  diminution  would  exceed  this 
ratio.  As  the  demand  increased,  apprehensions 
would  be  excited  for  the  credit  of  the  banks;  the 
exertions  produced  by  that  apprehension  wooUL 
correspond  with  the  maanitude  of  the  evil  to  be 
avoided,  rather  than  wiui  the  positive  pressure; 
this,  it  is  presumed,  would  be  the  eficct  oi  snch  an 
emergency,  where  bainks  had  not  become  familiar- 
ized vrith  bankruptcy,  and  were  not  countenanced 
by  societv  in  a  course  of  conduct  which,  in  private 
hfe,  would  be  considered  dishonest* 

If,  by  any  Constitutional  exercise  of  the  power 
of  Congress,  banks  can  be  restrained/  first,  froin 
issuing  notes  of  small  denominations,  and,  sec- 
ondly, from  excessive  issues  when  their  notes  aire 
not  returned  upon  them  for  specie,  fluctuations  in 
the  currency,  to  an  extent  to  derangjs  the  interests 
of  societv,  may  be  prevented.  But  if  the  imposi- 
tion of  tnese  restraints  is  not  within  the  Coosti- 
totionalpowers  of  Congress,  the  evils  which  have 
been  suffered  for  the  want  ot  those  restraints  must 
continue  until  the  present  system  of  banking  shall 
be  abandoned. 

In  an  inquiry  into  the  state  of  the  cimency,  the 
consideration  of  the  coinage  is  necessarily  involved. 
The  principles  upon  which  the  coinage  of  the 
United  States  has  been  established  are  substan- 
tially correct  The  standard  fineness  of  the  gold 
coinage  corresponds  with  the  coinage  of  fin^rlaad 
and  Portugal.  The  standard  of  the  silver  coma^ 
differs  but  little  from  that  of  Spain.  The  Ameri- 
can dollar  is  intrinsically  worth  about  one  per 
cent,  less  than  the  Spanish  milled  dollar.  This 
difference,  if  the  Spanish  dollar  had  not  been  made 
a  legal  tender,  might  have  secured  to  the  nation  a 
more  permanent  use  of  its  silver  coinage.  Amer- 
ican dollars  would  not  be  exported  as  long  as 
Spanish  dollars  could  be  obtained  for  that  purpose 
'  at  a  reasonable  premium.    If  this  latter  com  weie 
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not  a  legal  tender,  the  banks  miffht  afford  to  im* 
port  it,  and  mignt  sell,  at  a  fair  premium,  the 
amount  which  might  be  required  of  them  for  the 
China  and  Bast  India  trade. 

The  relatiTe  yaiue  of  gold  and  siirer  has  been 
4ifimntl)r  estaUished  in  different  nations.  It  has 
been  different  in  the  same  nation  at  different  pe- 
nods.  In  England,  an  ounee  of  gold  is  e^ual  in 
▼alue  to  about  15.S  ounces  of  silver ;  in  France,  it 
ia  e^oal  to  15.5 ;  and  in  Spain  and  Portugal  to  16 
4Mmces.  In  the  United  States,  an  onnce  of  gold  is 
eaual  to  15  ounces  of  silver.  But  the  relative  value 
<af  theee  metals  in  the  markets  frequently  differs 
iramthat  assiffued  to  them  by  the  laws  of  the  dif- 
fuent  civilized  States.  It  is  believed  that  gold, 
when  compared  with  silver,  has  been  for  many 
years.  4^preciating  in  value,  and  now  everywhere 
cottttiands,  in  the  money  markets,  a  higher  value 
tlian  that  which  has  been  assigned  to  it  in  States 
where  its  rdative  value  is  greatest.  If  this  be 
cortect,  BO  injustice  will  result  from  a  change  in 
the  relative  legal  value  of  gold  and  silver,  so  as  to 
make  it  correspond  with  their  relative  marketable 
rji&oe.  If  gold,  in  relation  to  silver,  should  be 
.nised  five  per  cent.,  one  ounce  of  it  would  be 
equal  to  15.75  or  15f  oiyices  of  pure  silver.  This 
augmentation  in  its  value  would  cause  it  to  be  im- 
norted  in  quantities  sufficient  to  perform  all  the 
ninctiona  of  currency.  As  it  is  not  used  to  any 
conaidemble  extent  as  a  primary  article  of  com- 
nMTce,  the  fluctuations  to  which  the  silver  cur- 
liency  is  subject  from  that  cause  would  not  afiect 
it.  It  If ouid  be  exported  only  when  the  rate  of 
flxchan^  against  the  country  should  exceed  the 
efMnme  of  exportation.  In  orainary  circumstances, 
.flieh  a  state  of  exchange  would  not  be  of  long  con- 
iiaiia^oe.  If  the  currency  of  the  United  States 
must,  of  necessity,  continue  to  be  paper  omverttble 
into  specie^  an  increase  of  the  gwd  coinage,  upon 
.principlfie  which  shall  afford  die  least  in<nicement 
to  exportation,  is  probably  the  most  wholesome 
4Mimetive  that  «an  he  apjdted,  after  the  rigid  en- 
foeccment  of  thateonvertib^ty. 

The -copper  coinage  b  believed  to  be  susceptible 
of  improvement.  Copper  itself  is  too  massive  to 
•fiDve  the  purposes  of  change.  One  hundred  cents 
me  .too  cumbrous  to  be  carried  and  wed  in  the 
mimbeflcsB  transactions  which  daily  occur  between 
individuals.  Coin  compounded  ot  silver  and  cop- 
per, of  from  one  to  ten  cents,  would  be  much 
flDore  suitable  for  that  object.    This  kind  of  coin- 

2e  has  been  adopted  in  other  countries  with  gieat 
vantage. 
It  kas,  however,  been  objected  to  this  coinage — 

1.  That,  as  compounded  metals  are  much  harder 
tkan  the  component  ingredients,  it  would  be  diffi- 
i^nh,  and,  consequently,  expensive  to  wod[. 

2.  That  the  ooip  itself  would  be  of  little  or  no 
iaftrianc  value ;  com>er  or  brass  being  of  superior 
vakie  in  the  manumctures  to  which  it  might  be 
Afigplied.  And  that  the  public  would  scaccoy  sub- 
mH  to  the  circulation  ol  a  coin  so  worthless. 

3.  That  it  might  be  count^eitsd  by  a  oompoai- 
tioa  of  zinc  and  copper. 

,   A£iter  giving  to  diese  objections  their  due  weight, 
It  •»  believed  that  a  change  of  this  nature,  in  the 


copper  coinaoe,  would  be  benflfieiBl.  Ahboogh 
the  expense  or  such  a  coinage  elroidd  be  twice  ts 
much  as  that  of  an  equal  number  of  silver  eoisu 
still  it  might  be  advantageous.  €knall  change, 
both  of  silver  and  copper,  may  be  alaadaAt  in 
Philadelphia,  the  seat  of  the  Miat,  bat  it  b  not 
generally  so  elsewhefe.  If  it  were,  tickets  of  ^. 
10,  12^,  25,  and  50  cents,  issued  hf  mayors  aad 
corporation  officers,  and  dollar  bills  torn  in  two 
pieces,  for  the  purposes  of  change,  would  nor  he 
employed  for  that  purpose.  This  single  laec  is  an 
answer  to  the  second  objection.  The  fractional 
parts  of  a  dollar  are  so  indinpensafale  in  the  trans- 
actions of  individuals,  that  any  thing  which  as- 
sumes that  character  will  be  em]doiyed.  If  the 
tickets  which  at  this  naoment  form  so  gnat  a  por- 
tion of  the  change  of  this  city,  aad  of  vaiioas 
other  places,  are  employed  for  that  purpose  it  ^ 
inconceivable  that  the  commmity  shmild  rduseto 
permit  a  compound  coin  of  silver  and  copper  Ic 
circulate,  containing  the  intrinsic  raloe  which  it 
represents,  merely  because,  fat  niaBiifaeiaivs,  it 
will  not  be  worth  more  than  braaa  or  copper,  and 
that  the  expense  of  refining  will  be  e^al  to  the 
value  of  the  silver.  Change  (that  is,  the  int- 
tional  parts  of  a  d<^hir)  is  so  indis|M&aahle  to  the 
communit^T)  that  its  inapplicability  to  manofsc- 
tures,  and  its  exemption  from  liability  to  expoita- 
tion,  instead  of  forming  objections,  areiecommoi- 
dations  in  its  favor. 

The  objection  that  this  coin  may  be  easily  coun- 
terfeited isj  if  it  cannot  be  obviated,  entitled  to  greai 
consideration.  As  has  been  belbie  stated,  this  com- 
pound coinage  has  been  succcaafiilly  practised  in 
other  States.  If  compound  metals  are  mudi  harder 
than  their  component  ingredients,  may  not  a  suf- 
ficient aecuri^  against  counterfeiting  he  derived 
fnxa  that  circumstanee9  The  dimcssions  and 
power  of  the  machinery,  whieh  constitute  one  of 
the  objections  to  the  coinage,  will  render  it  ex- 
tremely difficult  to  secure  mat  secieey  and  con- 
cealment which  are  indispensable  to  the  saccets 
of  the  countei&iter.  If  tnis  compoand  coinage 
should  not  be  carried  higher  than  ten  cent  or  dime 
pieices,  the  inducement,  compared  with  the  danger 
of  detection,  resulting  from  the  magnitude  of  the 
machinery,  would  not^  it  is  believed,  be  sufficient 
to  encourage  counterfeiting.  If,  however,  it  should 
be  deemed  impracticable  to  guard  against  this  evil, 
in  a  coinage  composed  of  suver  and  copper,  an  at- 
tempt miffht  be  made  to  obtain  a  soppI|r  ol  small 
change,  by  a  mixture  of  sUver  ana  zmc.  The 
danger  of  counterfeiting  would  then  be  xemoved. 

As  various  plans  have  bean  suj[geatod,  during 
the  last  twelve  months,  for  alleviating  tbe  geneiu 
distress  which  has  prevailed,  by  the  gw»B*«*yp  oi  a 
large  amount  of  Tiaasury  notes,  a  few  observa- 
tions on  that  subject  will  dose  this  part  of  the  re- 
port. 

if  the  Treasury  notes  are  to  he  iaaned  for  thi< 
purpose,  they  will  be  either  recttvable  in  all  pay- 
ments to  the  Gbvemment,  or  they  inll  be  intie 
redeemable  at  a  fixed  period. 

1.  If  they  are  made  receivable  in  all  neyaents 
to  the  Qovemment,  the  revenue  wilLmn  the 
time  that  $5^000,000  axe  issued,  he  suMhurtiaU^y 
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received  in  tkcm.  The  Qovflrnment  will  be  im* 
nwdtstely  unable  to  pay  the  intereBt  andveimbiine- 
meat  of  the  psablic  debt  in  epecie  as  it  beepmes  doe. 
These  notes,  when  compared  with  the  notes  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  will  be  at  a  discount. 
T  he  latter  notes,  indepeadently  of  their  being  erer y 
Inhere  Teceivable  in  all  payments  to  the  Gorero- 
meat,  are  convertible,  at  .the  place  of  their  issae, 
into  specie.  They  are  equal  to  the  Treasury  notes 
in  payment  of  the  rerenue,  and  superior  lo  them. 
as  they  can  ccHnmaad  specie  when  the  holder  shall 
desire  it. 

If  tbe  fourteenth  section  of  the  bank  charter 
were  flMMiified«  so  that  tbe  notes  of  the  bank  and 
of  its  offices  should  be  receivahle  hv  the  OoTetn- 
meat  only  when  tendered  where  tney  are  made 
payable,  a  soiall  amount  of  Treasury  notes  nught 
be  is«ed,  and  circidated,  without  depreciation. 
In  that  case,  they  would  be  used  for  the  transmis- 
sion of  money,  and  would  be  in  constant  demand 
for  that  purpose.  It  is  the  ceo^tion  of  the  notes 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  its  offices, 
by  the  Ooveeaiae&t,  wherever  they  are  tendered, 
that  causes  them  to  be  considered  as  a  good  remit- 
tance  throughout  the  United  States.  If  thev  should 
cease  to  be  so  received,  a  demand  lor  Treasury 
notes  to  a  small  amount,  for  the  transmission  of 
JDoney,  would  be  created,  and  would  {nreserve  them 
from  dqwecialicfi.  If  the  notes  thus  issised  should 
be  made  redeemable  at  the  Treaaurjr,  in  qiecie, 
upon  deoaand,  the  amoimt  which  lojffikt  be  pat 
aod  retained  in  circulation  would  prohudy  excaed, 
U»  -SL  emisidecafab  extent,  the  sum  demanded  for 
the  facUie  tBMi8aission;of ^money.  Butdi  Treasasy 
notes  would,  however,  'haire  no  advantage  over 
tKe  ne^tes  of  the  Baut  of  the  United  Stages,  as 
loii^  as  they  ave  jrecebrafak  in  all  pay  meats  to  the 
Uoited  Slates,  wilhaut  reference  to  the  place 
vviiere  they  are  payable.  It  is  even  probable  that 
tbey  would  not  be  of  equal  value  and  cunreaey 
with  tlwse  notes,  as  the  latter  would  generally  he 
tnade  payable  in  the  principal  and  commeveiBl 
cities,  WAcre  remittances  are  contiamlly  made, 
whilst  the  Treasury  notes  would  be  payaole  only 
at  this  place.  If  Treasury  notes,  payable  in  »ecie, 
on  demand,  when  presented  at  this  place,  sbould 
be  prefinrred  to  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
S^tates,  it  would  be  in  oonsequeoee  of  the  abuses 
which  have  been  practised  by  banking  institu- 
tions, which  have,  in  soone  degree,  shaken  the 
public  confidence  in  thetntagrity  of  their  directioa. 

2.  If  Treasury  notes  were  to  be  issued,  not 
receivi^ile  in  payments  to  the  Gbvemment,  but 
redeemahle  at  a  fixed  period,  they  would  imme- 
diateijjr  depreciate,  uakasthey  bore  nearly  eix  per 
cent,  interest.  In  the  latter  case,  they  would  be 
of  little  moie  use,  as  currency,  than  the  funded 
debt.  They  would  not  perform  the  ^notions  of 
money. 

3.  m  any  Q»se  whatever,  whether  they  are  receiv- 
able in  pa  vmaats  to  the  Government,  or  bear  an  in- 
terest, UM  are  redeemable  at  a  fixed  period^  they 
will  afford  no  substantial  celief  where  the  distnos 
is  greatest,  unless  thejr  should  be  advanced  as  a 
loan  in  order  to  alleviate  that  distress.  If  they 
aie  to  be  ieaued  fcnm  the  Trauury  ia  discharge  of 


the  demands  upon  Gtovemmentytfaey  woidd  never 
veaeh  those*  sections  of  the  country  where  relief  is 
most  required.  There,  the  Government  already 
oollectsmore  than  can  be  expended.  One  of  the 
causes  of  this  distress  is  the  necessity  of  traasfer- 
ring  the  puUie  funds  fiom  those  sections,  for  the 
purpose  of  being  expeaded,  to .  those  where  there 
is  no  deficieacjr  of  currency. 

As  a  -financial  resoorce,  the  issue  of  Treasury 
notes  is  justifiable  only  where  theddfioiency  whion 
they  are  intended  to  supply  is  small  in  amount, 
and  temporary  in  its  nature.  As  a  measure  of 
alleviation,  it  will  be  more  likely  to  do  harm  than 
good.  If'  a  suiBcient  amount  of  those  notes,  of 
any  description  whatever,  should  be  issued,  «Dd 
put  into  circulation  where  they  are  most  wanted, 
unless  they  wereeiven  away,  a  debt  in  that  part 
of  the  Union  would  be  contracted  to  the  ettent  of 
the  issue,  it  'might  enable  the  borrowers  to  py 
debts  previously  coatmoted,  bat  their  relative ^nta- 
ation  would  be  the  same.  Unless  the  cuReney  be- 
came vitiated  by  the  relief  which  was  aflbided, 
the  idtimate  payment  of  the  debt  woidd  consum- 
mate the  ruin  which  the  measure  was  intended  to 
prevent.  But  it  is  probable  that  ^e  sums  whi<di 
night  be  advanced,  by  way  of  loan,  would,  in  a 

Seat  degree,  be  lost  The  Gove»ment  is  not, 
>m  its  nature,  qualified  £Dr  opemtions  of  this 
kind.  Hw  genetal  system  c€  credit  which  has 
been  iatrodneed  by  the  ageaey  of  banks,  and  by 
the  inevitable  effect  of  the  attasares  of  &e  Gea- 
eral  Government,  has  produced'  an  arttfioial  eiMe 
of  things,  wkseh  requires  repreiaion  father  thu 
extension.  The  issue  of  Treasury  nates  for  the 
pureose  of  aiieviating  the  general  distress,  would 
tend  to  inciease  this  unaatmai  and  forced  state  xd 
things,  and  give  to  it  a  duration  which  it  would 
otherwise 'never  attainj*  if  much  of  the  evil  la- 
suiting  from  a  decreasing  currency  had  not  aheady 
been  suffered^  there  .might  be  ^waae  pkmsible  rea- 
son for  urging  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes  as  a 
measuieof  alleination.  This  ground  cannot  be 
wged  in  its  fiivor;  it  is  thermre  indetastbleu 
upjon  the  ground  of  expediency  as  well  as  of 
principle. 

The  last  member  of  the  resolution  assames,  by 
iaiplicatioo^  the  practicabilitv  of  substituting,  by 
die  Constincoal  exercise  of  tne  power  of  Congress, 
a  paper  currency  for  that  which  now  existSw 

in  oeasiderinff  this  proposition,  the  power  of 
Congress  over  the  ourrencr  of  the  United  States 
cannot,  coasisteatlv  with  tne  respect  which  is  due 
to  that  body^  be  ettner  affinned  or  denied.  It  can- 
not be  si^pposed  that  the  House  of  Represeata^vcs, 
in  adopting  the  resdntion  in  questiaB«  intended, 
throi^h  die  agency  of  an  J&xecntive  departaMht 
of  the  Qovemnent,  to  instiuite  an  inquiry  as  to 
the  extent  of  the  Constitutional  authority  of  a 
body  of  which  it  is  only  a  constituent  member. 
Yet  it  will  necessarily  occur  to  the  House,  that, 
if  the  power  of  Congress  over  the  currency  is  not 
absohMely  sovereign,  the  inquiry,  whatever  may 
be  its  immediate  result,  must  be  without  any  ulti- 
mate utility.  The  general  prosp^ty  will  not  be 
advanced  by  demonstrating  that  there  is  no  tatitn- 
aie  obstacle  to  the  substitution  of  a  paperfoc  n  ana- 
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uUic  canreoey,  if  the  power  to  adopt  the  substitute 
has  been  withheld  from  the  Federal  Government. 
Without  offering  an  opinion  upon  the  weight  to 
which  these  views  ^would  have  been  entitled  had 
they  been  urged  whilst  the  resolution  was  under 
consideration,  it  is  admitted  that  they  furnish  no 
ffround  for  declining  the  performance  of  the  duty 
miposed  by  its  adoption.  In  the  discussion  of  a 
question  of  so  much  delicacy  and  importance,  the 
utmost  confidence  is  reposed  in  the  justice  and  lib- 
erality of  those  who  have  rendered  it  indispensable. 

At  the  threshold,  of  this  inquiry,  it  is  proper  to 
observe  that  it  is  deemed  unnecessary  to  present 
an  analysis  of  the  motives  which  led,  even  in  the 
most  remote  antiquity,  to  the  {^eneral  adoption,  by 
civilized  States,  of  gold  and  silver  as  the  standard 
of  value,. or  of  the  advantages  which  have  resulted 
from  that  adoption.  The  circumstance  to  which, 
in  the  course  of  this  investigation,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  advert,  is  the  tendency  which  a  metallic 
oturency  has  to  preserve  a  greater  uniformity  of 
value  than  any  otner  conunodity ;  and  the  facility 
with  which  it  returns  to  that  value  whenever,  by 
any  temporary  causes,  that  uniformity  has  been 
interrupted.  No  argument  will  in  this  place  be 
offered  in  support  of  this  propositioo.  It  is  found- 
ed on  the  experience  of  ail  nations.  Its  truth,  for 
the  present,  will  therefore  be  assumed,  fiut  the 
proposition  itself  admits  that  sold  and  silver,  when 
employed  by  the  consent  of  all  civilized  States  as 
Xhe  standard  of  value,  are  subiect  to  temporary 
variations  of  value.  It  is  equally  true  that  they 
are  subject  to  permanent  variations.  The  cause 
and  efiect  of  these  changes  will  be  oonsideitd  pre- 
viously to  the  discussion  of  the  practicability  of 
substituting  a  paper  for  a  metallic  currency. 

1st.  When,  by  any  circumstance  whatsoever,  a 
greater  portion  of  these  metals  is  found  in  a  parti- 
cular State  than  is  possessed  bv  other  States  hav- 
ing articles  of  equal  value  to  be  exchanged,  th^ 
wUl  in  such  State  be  of  less  value  than  in  the  ad- 
jacent States.  This  will  be  manifested  by  an 
increase  in  the  price  of  the  commodities  of  such 
State.  This  increase  of  price  will  continue  until 
the  metallic  redundancy  is  exported  or  converted 
into  manufactures.  Whenever  this  redundancy  is 
disposed  of,  the  currency  will  return  to  its  former 
value,  and  the  price  of  other  commodities  will  be 
regulated  by  that  value. 

2d.  But  the  exportation  of  specie  may  take  place 
where  there  is  no  such  redundancy.  This  occurs 
whenever  the  general  balance  of  trade*  continues 
Hot  some  time  unfavorable  to  a  particular  State. 
The  currency  then  appreciates  in  value,  and  the 

Sriee  of  all  other  commodities  in  such  State  is 
iminished.  As  commerce  is  nothing  more  than 
the  exchange  of  equivalenU,  the  r^uction  in  the 
price  of  the  articles  of  such  State^  and  the  in- 
.  creased  value  of  the  currency,  wiU  promptly  pro- 
duce a  reaction;  and  gold  and  silver  will  soon 
return  in  the  quantities  required  to  reduce  their 
value  to  that  which  they  maintain  in  the  adjacent 
States.  With  the  return  of  specie^  all  other  arli- 
des  will  return  to  the  prices  which  they  command- 
ed before  its  exportation.  Like  fluids,  the  precious 
metals,'8o  long  as  they  ate  employed  as  the  gene- 


ral measure  of  value,  will  constantly  tend  tofre- 
serve  a  common  level.  Every  vanation  from  it 
will  be  promptly  corrected  without  the  interven- 
tion of  human  laws.  These  Auctnatioosy  being 
temporary  in  their  nature,  are  wholly  independeat 
of  the  permanent  causes  which  may  afiect  the 
value  of  gold  and  silver  when  eroptoyed  as  the 
general  standard  of  value.  They  will  equally 
occur,  whether  the  quantity  of  these  metals^  com- 
pared with  the  exchanges  which  they  are  destined 
to  effect,  be  redundant  or  deficient.  The  limits, 
however,  within  which  these  fluctuatioas  are  con- 
fined, are  so  contracted,  that  the  great  interests  of 
society  cannot  be  seriously  affected  by  dnm.  But 
this  ooservation  must  be  undenstood  to  amily  to  a 
currency  purely  matallic,  or,  at  least,  when  the 
paper  which  is  connected  with  it  does  not  exceed 
the  demand  for  the  convenient  transmission  of 
money. 

3.  Gold  and  silver,  when  employed  by  the  com- 
mon consent  of  nations  as  the  standard  of  vaiae, 
are  subject  to  the  variations  in  value  from  per- 
manent causes.  When  their  quantity  is  increased 
more  rapidly  than  the  articles  'which  are  to  be 
exchanged  through  their  agency,  their  price  will 
fall,  or,  what  amounts  to  the  same  thine,  the  priee 
of  all  exchangeable  articles  will  rise.  It  has  been 
admitted  by  all  intelligent  writers  upon  this  sub- 
ject, that,  immediately  after  the  discovery  of  Amer- 
ica, toMrards  the  close  of  the  fifteenth  century,  a 
sudden  and  extensive  depreciation  in  the  value  of 
these  metals  occurred ;  and  that,  from  that  time 
to  the  close  of  the  eighteenth  century,  tbty  con- 
tinued gradually  to  depKciate.  This  depreciation, 
it  is  believed,  has  been  accelerated  during  the  last 
century,  as  much  by  the  snbstitntion  of  paper  for 
specie,  as  by  the  increase  in  the  qoantity  of  ^ose 
metals  during  that  period,  beyond  the  demand 
which  would  have  existed  for  them  as  currency 
had  that  substitution  not  taken  place.  The  precise 
effect  upon  the  depreciation  of  these  meta^  pro- 
duced by  the  partial  substitution  of  paper  in  various 
countries  for  a  metallic  currency,  w^iu  not  now  be 
inquired  into;  but  it  is  generally  conceded  that 
the  depreciation  has  been  more  rapid  since  that 
substitution  than  at  any  former  period,  except 
when  the  accumulated  stock  of  ages  in  the  New 
World  was  brought  into  Christen«>m,  and  thence 
distributed  into  every  other  region  where  gold  and 
silver  were  in  demand.  Since  the  close  oC  the 
last  century  doubts  have  existed  whether  those 
metals,  even  when  employed  as  currency,  have  not 
appreciated  in  value ;  and  it  is  contended,  by  the 
advocates  of  a  paper  currency,  that  this  apprecia- 
tion will  probably  continue  through  a  long  suc- 
cession of  years^  and  seriously  affect  all  the  oper- 
ations of  the  civilized  world.  It  is  maintained 
by  these  writers  that  the  demand  for  currency  st 
present,  throughout  the  world,  is  greater  than  the 
supplv  which  the  existing  quantity  of  the  precious 
metals  will  afford,  without  materially  depressii^ 
'  the  price  of  all  the  objects  of  human  industry  sad 
human  desires.  When  it  is  recollected  that  prodoc- 
tion  is  regulated  by  demand,  and  that  both  toe  di- 
rectlv  afiected  by  the  qoantity  of  currency  com- 
pared with  the  quantity  of  artides  to  be  exehaaged, 


2389 


APPENDIX. 


2890 


Boinks  and  the  CumMy. 


It  is  readilv  perceived  that  an  increase  in  the  cot- 
rency  of  tne  world ,  by  the  substitation  of  paper, 
even  when  convertible  into  coin,  will  increase  the 
(quantity  of  exchangeable  commodities  in  the  world 
beyond  what  would  have  existed  had  such  increase 
of  currency  not  taken  place.    Under  such  circum- 
stances, a  sudden  reduction  of  the  currency,  by 
the  rejection  of  the  paper  which  had  been  em- 
ployed, could  not  fail  to  derange  all  the  relations 
of  societv,  by  diminishing  the  quantity  of  currency, 
Tv-hilsC  the  articles  to  he  exchanged  through  its 
a^ncy  would  suffer  no  such  diminution.   An  im- 
mediate depression  in  the  price  of  all  commodities 
-would  be  the  inevitable  consequence  of  an  unqual- 
ified return  to  a  metallic  currency,  upon  the  sup- 
position that  the  quantity  of  gold  and  silver  an- 
nually  produced   should    remain    undiminished. 
But,  if  this  return  to  a  metallic  currency  should 
be  attempted  at  a  period  when  the  annual  product 
of  these  metaln,  either  from  temporary  or  perma- 
nent causes,  should  have  considerably  decreased, 
all  the  great  interests  of  society  would  be  most 
seriously  disordered ;  property  of  every  description 
would  rapidly  fall  in  value ;  the  relations  between 
crtfditor  and  debtor  would  be  violently  and  sud- 
denly changed.    This  change  would  be  greatly 
to  the  injury  of  the  debtor ;  the  property  which 
would  be  necessary  to  discharge  his  debts  would 
exceed  that  which  oe  had  received  from  his  credi- 
tor ;  the  one  would  be  ruined  without  the  imputa- 
tion of  crime,  whilst  the  other  would  be  enriched 
w^ithout  the  semblance  of  merit.  Until  the  engage- 
ments existing  at  the  moment  of  such  a  change 
are  discharged,  and  the  price  of  labor  and  of  com- 
modities is  reduced  to  the  proportion  which  it 
must  bear  to  the  quantity  of  currency  employed  as 
the  medium  of  their  excnanse,  enterprise  of  every 
kind  will  be  repressed,  and  misery  and  distress 
universally  prevail.    When  this  shall  be  effected, 
the  relations  of  society,  founded  upon  a  new  basis, 
will  be  equitable  and  just,  and  tend  to  promote 
and  secure  the  general  prosperity. 

Such,  it  is  contended  by  the  advocates  of  a  paper 
currency,  are  the  circumstances  under  which  the 
principal  States  of  Europe  are  endeavoring  to  re- 
turn to  a  metallic  currency.  For  a  century  past 
the  currency  of  those  States  has  been  ereatly  in- 
creased by  the  employment  of  paper,  founded,  it 
is  true,  originally,  upon  a  metallic  basis.  During 
the  last  twenty  years  this  paper  has  ceased  to  be 
convertible  into  specie;  and  as  no  systematic  effort 
has  been  made  to  prevent  excessive  issues,  it  has 
become  redundant,  and,  consequently,  depreciated. 
Notwithstanding  this  depreciation,  the  productions 
of  those  countries  it  is  believed  have  more  rapidly 
increased  than  those  of  countries  where  a  metallic 
currency  has  been  preserved.  The  efforts  that  are 
seriously  made  by  those  States  to  return  to  a  me- 
tallic currency,  will  be  the  repression  of  enterprise 
of  every  description  among  themselves. .  It  will 
be  foreseen  that  the  currency  must  appreciate,  and 
that  all  other  articles  must  depreciate  in  value. 
Tbe  effects  of  this  appreciation  of  money  will  be 
first  manifested  in  those  States  by  the  fall  of  the 
price  of  all  articles  which  cannot  be  exported.  In 
the  progress  of  these  measures,  the  price  of  the  ex- 


portable articles  will  also  be  affected,  by  the  redue- 
tion  in  the  currency  employed  in  em*cting  their 
exchange.  It  is  even  probable  that  the  quan- 
tity of  exchangeable  articles  will  be  diminished. 
Whilst  the  appreciation  of  the  currency  is  percep- 
tibly advancing,  the  manufacturer  will  not  hazard 
his  capital  in  producin^articles  the  price  of  which 
is  rapidly  declining.  The  merchant  will  abstain 
from  purchasing,  under  the  apprehension  of  a  fur- 
ther reduction  of  price,  and  of  the  difficulty  of 
reveading  at  a  pront.  ft  is  even  probable  that  the 
interest  of  moneyr  will  fall,  whilst  the  cry  of  scar- 
city of  money  will  be  incessant.  Under  such  cir- 
cumstances, loans  will  not  be  required,  except  to 
meet  debts  of  immediate  urgency.  None  wui  be 
demanded  lor  the  prosecution  of  enterprises  by 
which  the  productive  energies  of  the  community 
will  be  increased. 

As  the  measures  which  have  been  ad<^ted  by 
England  and  several  of  the  continental  States  of 
Europe,  for  returning  to  a  metallic  currency  ad- 
vance, the  interest  of  those  States  which  have 
adhered  to  it  will  be  affected.  Whilst  gold  and 
silver  were,  in  the  former  States,  dispensed  with 
as  coin,  they  were  sought  for  merely  as  commodi- 
ties. The  quantity  necessary  for  their  manufac* 
tures  was  readily  obtained  without  deranging,  in 
any  serious  degree,  the  currency  of  other  States. 

It  has  been  estimated  that  from  eighty  to  one 
hundred  and  twenty  millions  of  dollars  were  ne- 
cessary] to  England.  Taking  the  mean  sum,  and 
admitting  that  the  other  European  States  engaged 
in  the  same  effort  require  an  equal  amount,  a  sup- 
ply of  two  hundred  millions  of  dollars  is  necessary. 
Tne  commencement  of  the  measures  necessary 
to  obtain  that  portion  of  this  sum  which  cannot 
in  a  short  time  be  drawn  from  the  annual  product 
of  the  mines,  nwy  not  be  immediately  felt  by  other 
States.  But  when  these  measures  approacn  their 
completion  $  when  a  large  quantity  of  gold  and 
silver  is  necessarily  withdrawn  from  the  currency 
of  other  States,  the  price  of  specie  will,  in  the 
latter,  appreciate,  and  the  price  of  all  commodi- 
ties will  decline.  All  the  evils  incident  to  an 
appreciating  currency  will  be  felt  in  those  States, 
though  in  a  less  decree  than  where  a  pap^r  cur- 
rency had  been  exclusively  adopted.  The  exam- 
ple presented  by  the  return  to  a  metallic  currency 
in  France,  even  in  the  midst  of  a  revolution, 
which  probably  had  some  influence  upon  the  de- 
cision of  this  question  by  other  Statesj  is  be- 
lieved to  be  in  no  degree  analogous  in  its  principal 
circumstances.  At  the  precise  period  that  this 
chaoge  was  operating,  England  and  the  prin- 
cipal continental  States  abandoned  the  precious 
metals  as  currency.  The  supply  demanded  by 
France  was  not  only  at  hand,  but  was  seeking  the 
very  employment  which  that  change  bad  made 
indispensable.  At  tbe  same  time,  immense  sums 
were  brought  into  France  by  her  conquering  ar- 
miesj  which,  being  raised  by  military  contributions, 
had  in  some  degree  rendered  a  resort  to  paper  cur- 
rency in  the  United  States  necessary.  At  present 
the  civilized  world  is  at  peace,  and  each  State  is 
endeavoring,  by  systematic  measures^,  to  secure  to 
itself  a  just  participation  of  equal  and  reciprocal 
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eoinmeree.  The  States  which  are  now  attempt- 
ing^ to  return  to  a  metallic  currency  will  find  much 
greater  difficulty  in  effecting  this  change  than  was 
experienced  by  France. 

The  demand  for  gold  and  silver,  as  the  medium 
of  exchange,  cannot  be  supplied  until  the  price  of 
all  exchangeable  articles  has  fallen  in  proportion 
to  the  reduction  of  the  currency,  which  the  aban- 
donment of  paper  must  produce.  It  is  eren  prob- 
able, as  has  been  before  suggested,  that,  after  the 
price  of  commodities  and  of  labor  shall  have  fkllen, 
so  as  to  bear  a  just  proportibn  to  the  currency 
which  is  to  be  employed  in  effecting  the  necessary 
exchanges,  the  currency  will  continue  gradually 
to  appreciate.  This,  however,  is  matter  of  conjec- 
ture. It  depends  entirely  upon  the  fact,  whether 
the  annual  product  of  the  mines,  after  furnishing 
the  quantity  necessary  for  the  consumption  of  the 
precious  metals  in  manufactures,  will  be  equal  to 
the  increased  demand  for  currency,  arising  from 
the  increaseof  exdhangeable  cdmmodities  tu-ough- 
out  the  world.  The  great  advancement  in  the 
arts  and  sciences,  the  rapid  improvements  in  ma- 
chinery which  characterize  the  present  age,  acting 
through  a  long  succession  of  ages,  cannot  fail  to 
augment,  in  an  astonishing  degree,  all  the  products 
of  human  industry. 

It  may  however  be  trrged  that  the  samfe  improve- 
ments Will  augment  in  an  equal  degree  the  prod- 
uct of  the  mines,  and  that  therefore  the  quantity 
of  precious  metals  in  the  world  will  continue  to 
bear  to  other  commodities  the  same  relation  which 
they  may  assume  when  the  return  to  a  metaUic 
enrrency  is  effected.  This  may  be  true ;  but,  so 
far  as  it  depends  tipon  the  general  pri'ncit^e  that 
the  supply  of  all  articles  is  regulated  by  the  demand, 
tktre  IS  Reasonable  ground  of  doubt.  The  maxim, 
although  good  as  a  general  rule,  admits  of  execu- 
tions. A  demand  beyond  the  supply  increases  the 
price  of  the  thiiig  demanded,  and  invites  to  the 
investMrent  of  additional  capital  in  its  production. 
But,  when  the  article  demanded  is  to  be  produced 
from  a  material  whidh  no  investment  of  capital, 
no  application  of  skill,  can  augment,  the  only 
effect  of  such  investment  and  application  is  to  pro- 
duce the  most  which  the  material  has  the  capacity 
to  furnish.  Such,  in  fact,  is  the  case  of  goM  and 
silver.  The  tnaterial  from  which  they  are  made 
is  limited  in  quantity,  which  neither  capital  nor 
akill  can  augment.  It  is  prolmble  that  the  im- 
provements m  machinery  and  the  art  of  refihihg 
will  be  counterbalanced  W  the  exhaustion  of  the 
mines,  or  the  difficulty  of^"#orking  them,  arising 
from  the  depth  and  extent  of  their  excavations.  It 
is  therefore  possible  that  the  demand  fbr  the  pre- 
cious metals,  for  currency  and  for  manufactures, 
mav  exceed  thte  production  of  the  mines. 

rfeviously  to  entering  Upon  the  immediate  dis- 
cussion of  the  practicability  of  substituting  a  paper 
for  a  metallic  currency,  it  is  proper  to  observe, 
that  gold  and  silver  derive  part  of  the  uniformity 
of  value  which  has  been  ascribed  to  them,  fiom  the 
general  consent  of  civilized  States  to  employ  them 
as  the  standard  of  valiie.  Should  they  cease  to 
^ygd  for  that  purpose,  they  would  become  more 
vafisibte  in  their  value,  and  would  be  itgulated. 


like  all  other  articles,  by  the  demand  for  tlwcL 
compared  with  the  supplv  in  any  given  market 
It  is  presumed  that,  if  tney  should  cease  to  k 
employed  as  the  standard  of  value  by  several 
States,  their  uniformity  of  value  would  be,  in  som* 
degree,  affected^  not  only  in  those  States  where 
they  were  considered  as  mere  commodities,  bat  in 
those  where  they  were  still  employed  as  currencj. 
Whenever,  as  commodities,  they  should  rise  m 
value,  a  drain  would  take  place  m>m  the  cuir^ncy 
of  other  States;  and  when  they  should  fall  in  value, 
as  commodities,  they  would  seek  employment  as 
currency,  and  render,  in  some  des:ree,  redundant  the 
currency  of  the  States  where  they  are  employed. 
After  making  due  allowance  for  the  depreciation 
of  bank  notes  in  England,  from  the  time  of  the 
bank  restriction,  in  1797^  to  the  present  period,  the 
price  of  gold  and  silver  in  that  country  is  beliered 
to  have  varied  more  than  at  any  former  period. 
Their  price,  when  compared  with  oank  notes,  from 
the  year  1797  to  1808,  showed  but  a  sli^r  degree 
of  depreciation — considerably  less  in  3l  ham  an 
probaoility  than  actuallv  existed.  During  that  in- 
terval the  demand  for  tnose  metals  was  limited  in 
England  to  the  sum  required  for  manuiactares. 
It  is  highly  probable  that,  if  the  quantity  of  the 
paper  circulation  had  been  reduced  to  the  amount 
of  the  currency  in  circulation  at  the  time,  or  for 
one  year  before  the  restriction,  the  price  of  oullion 
would  have  been  bc!ow  the  Mint  price<  On  the 
contrary,  in  the  year  1808,  when  the  employment 
of  a  British  force  In  Spain  created  a  sadden  de- 
mand for  specie,  the  depreciation  of  hank  notes, 
indicated  by  the  price  of  bullion,  was  probably 
greater  thau  that  which  really  exbted.  In  the 
year  1814,  after  the  Treaty  of  Paris,  the  price  of 
tmllion,  estimated  in  bank  paper,  was  not  above 
the  Mint  price ;  while,  in  the  succeediiu^  year,  it 
rose  to  more  than  twenty  per  cent,  ifcve  that 
price :  the  amount  of  bank  notes  in  circulation  at 
the  former  exceeding,  in  a  small  degfree,  that  of 
the  latter  period.  It  is  impossible  that  these  varia- 
tions tn  the  price  of  gold  and  silver,  in  the  short 
space  of  one  year,  can  be  entirely  chaigeable  to 
tne  depreciation  of  bank  notes.  Tlie  effect  which 
these  variations,  in  a  great  commercial  State, 
where  the  precious  metafs  were  considered  ODly  as 
commodities,  were  calculated  to  produce  upon  the 
currency  of  the  neighboring  States,  has  not  been 
ascertained.  The  convulsions  to  which  most  of 
these  States  Were  subject  during  that  period  may 
account  for  the  want  of  sufficient  data  to  eluci- 
date the  subject,  ft  is,  however,  highly  improba- 
ble that  these  fluctuations  were  not  sensibly  felt 
by  them. 

Having  considered  the  nature  and  extent  of  the 
variations  in  value,  to  which  a  metallic  currenc)* 
is  necessarily  subject,  it  remains  to  exatnine  whe- 
ther it  is  practicable  to  devise  a  system  by  which  a 
paper  currency  may  be  employed  as  the  standard 
of  value,  with  sufficient  security  against  variations 
in  its  value,  and  with  the  same  certainty  of  its 
recoverhig  that  value,  "wrhen,  from  any  cause,  such 
variations  shall  have  been  produceo.  ft  b  dis- 
tinctly admitted  that  no  such  paper  cuireocy  has 
ever  existed.     Where  the  expenmeut  las  been 
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made  directly  by  Governmeat,  excessive  issuer 
have  quickly  ensued,  and  depreciation  has  been 
the  immediate  consequence.  Where  the  experi- 
ment has  been  attempted  through  the  agency  of 
banks  it  has  invariably  failed.  In  both  cases,  in- 
stead of  being  used  as  a  mean  of  supplying  a 
cheap  and  stable  currenc)r,  invariably  regulated 
by  the  demand,  for  effecting  the  exchanges  re- 
quired by  the  wants  and  convenience  of  society,  it 
has  been  employed  as  a  financial  resource,  or  made 
the  instrument  of  unrestrained  cupidity.  In  no 
case  has  any  attempt  been  made  to  determine  the 
principles  upon  which  such  a  currency,  to  be  sta- 
ble, ^  must  be  founded.  Instead  of  salutary  re- 
straints beine  imposed  upon  the  moneyed  institu* 
tions  which  have  been  emploved,  the  vital  princi- 
ple of  ^^faose  being  is  gain,  they  have  not  simply 
Deen  left  to  the  guidance  of  their  own  cupidity, 
but  have  been  stimulated  to  excessive  issues^  to 
supply  deficiencies  in  the  public  revenue^  This  is 
kno'wii  to  have  been  the  case,  in  an  eminent  de- 
cree, in  the  experiment  which  has  been  attended 
vvitfa.  most  success.  The  issues  of  the  Bank  of 
Bn^laad,  on  account  of  the  Government,  were 
frequently  so  great  as  to  destroy  the  demand  for 
discounts  by  individuals.  In  consequence  of  these 
excessive  issues,  the  interest  of  money  fell  below 
five  per  cent,  the  rate  at  which  the  bank  dis- 
counted ;  the  demand  for  discount  at  the  bank, 
therefore,  ceased.  It  is,  indeed,  not  surprising  that 
no  systematic  effort. has  been  made  to  restram  ex- 
cessive issues.  In  the  case  of  banks,  the  experi- 
ments which  have  been  made  were  intended  to  be 
temporary ;  they  were  the  result  of  f  reat  and  sud- 
den pressure,  which  left  but  little  leisure  for  the 
examination  of  a  subject  so  abstruse. 

The  employment  of  a  paj;>er  circulation  converti- 
ble into  sp»ec;ie,  the  favorite  system  of  modern 
States,  haying,  as  has  been  attempted  to  be  shown 
in  a  previous  part  of  this  report,  the  inevitable 
tendency  to  produce  the  necessity  of  resorting,  in 
every  national  emergency,  to  paper  not  so  convert- 
ible, imposes  upon  those  who  ape  called  to  admin- 
ister the  affairs  of  nations  the  duty  of  thoroughly 
examining  the  subject,  with  a  vieW|  if  practicable. 
to  avoid  that  necessity.  If  the  examination  should., 
not  result  in  the  establishment  of  a  paper  curren- 
cy, unconnected  with ,  specie,  it  fnay  lead  to  the 
imposition,  of  salutary  checks  against  excessive 
issues,  when  the  necessity  of  suspending  payment 
may  occur. 

It  has  already  been  said  that  every  attempt  which 
has  been  made  to  introduce  a  napier  currency  has 
failed.  It  may  also  be  said,  tnat  of  all  the  sys- 
tems Tvhich,  during  the  discussion  of  this  interest- 
ing^ subject,  both  in  Europe,  and  the  United  States, 
have  been  proposed,  none  are  free  from  objections. 
It  is  possible  tnat  no  system  can  be  devised  which 
-will  oe  entirely  free  from  objection.  To  insure 
the  xx>ssibility  of  employing  such  a  currency  with 
advantage,  it  is  necessary — 

1«  That  the  power  of  the  Government  over  the 
currency  be  absolutely  sovereign  j 

2.  That  its  stability  be  above  suspicion : 

3.  That  its  iustice,  morality,  and  intelligence, 
be  unquestionaDle ; 


4.  That  the  issue  of  the  currency  be  m|ide  Apt 
only  to  depend  upon  the  demand  ior  it,  but  that 
an  equivalent  be  actually  received ; 

5.  That  an  equivalent  can  only  be  found  in  the 
delivery  of  an  equal  amount  of  gold  or  silver,  or  of 
public  stock ; 

6.  That  whenever  from  any  cause  it  may  be- 
come redundant,  it  may  be  funded  at  an  interest  a 
fraction  below  that  which  was  surrendered  at  its 


issue. 


1.  This  proposition  needs  no  elucidation.  Coin- 
age and  the  regulation  of  money  have,  in  all  na- 
tions, been  considered  one  of  the  highest  acts  of 
sovereignty.  It  niay  well  be  doubted,  however, 
whether  a  $overeig:n  power  over  the  coinage  neces* 
sarily  gives  the  right  to  establish  a  paper  currency. 
The  power  to  establish  such  a  currency  ought  not 
only  to  be  unquestionable,  but  unquestioned.  Any 
doubt  of  the  legality  of  the  exercise  of  such  an 
authority  could  not  fail  to  mar  any  system  which 
human  ingenuity  could  devise. 

2.  A  metallic  currenoy,  having  an  intrinsic  value, 
independent  of  that  wnich  is  given  to  it  by  the 
sovereign,  authority,  does  not  depend  upon  the  sta- 
bility of  the  Government  for  its  value.  Revolu- 
tions may  arise;  insurrections  may  menace  the 
existence  of  the  Government:  a  metallic  currency 
rises  in  value  under  such  circumstances ;  it  becomes 
more  valuable,  compared  with  every  species  of 
property,  whether  moveable  or  immoveable,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  instability  of  the  Government  p^ot 
so  with  a  paper  currency :  its  credit  depends,  in  a 
great  degree,  upon  the  confidence  reposed  in  the 
stabilitv  of  tne  authority  by  which  it  was  issued. 
Shoulcl  that  authority  be  overthrown  by  foreign 
force  or  intestine  commotion,  an  immediate  depre> 
ciation,  if  not  an  absolute  annihilation,  of  its  value 
would  ensue, 

3.  It  might,  however,  be  saved  from  such  de- 
struction by  a  well-grounded  confidence  in  the 
justice  and  intelligence  of  the  Government  which 
should  succeed  that  which  had  been  overthrown. 
The  history  of  modern  times  furnishes  examples 
that  are  calculated  to  inspire  this  confidence. 
In  France,  during  the  revolution  which  lias  just 
terminated,  the  public  debt  was  reduced  to  one- 
third  of  its  amount.  The.  same  rule  was  applied 
to  the  public  debt  of  the  Dutch  Republic,  when  it 
fell  under  French  domimuion, .  In  the  successive 
political  changes  to  which  France  has,  since  that 
perbd,been  5UDJected,,thepublic  del)t  and.  the  pub- 
lic engagements,  have  been,  maintained  with  the 
strictest  good  faith.  In  HoUand,  that  portion  of 
the  public  debt  which  had  been  abolished  by  the 
French  Govexnmeut  has  been  restored.  In  the 
opinion  of  well  informed  men,  however,  the  con- 
ditions connected  with  that  restoration  were  so 
onerous  as  to  render  it  almost  nominal.  Indeed, 
the  public  debt  in  that  country  had  become  so  (Us- 

Sroportionate  to  the  means  of  the  nation  when 
eprived  of  the  resources  it  enjoyed  when  the  debt 
was  contracted,  that  the  reduction  which  it  under- 
went while  the  country  was  annexed  to  the  French 
Empire  was  not  generally  considered  an  evil. 
The  reduction  of  the  national  debt  of  France  dur- 
ing the  Revolution  was  perhaps  equally  Indispen- 


26»5 


APPENDIX. 


2396 


Banks  and  the  Currenep, 


sable.  If  the  intelligence  of  the  age,  and  the  in- 
fluence of  public  opinion,  even  in  States  where 
the  reign  of  law  was  but  imperfectly  established, 
have  b^n  sufficient  to  induce  the  Governments 
which  have  alternately  succeeded  each  other  for 
the  last  twenty-five  years,  in  France  and  Holland, 
to  respect  the  public  engai^^ements  which  had  been 
previously  contracted,  well-grounded  expectations 
may  be  cnerished  that  the  period  is  rapidly  passing 
away  when  the  public  faith  of  nations  can  be  vio- 
lated with  impunity. 

If  public  engagements,  under  such  circum- 
stances, have  been  consiaered  obligatory  upon 
those  who  have  successively  administered  the  af- 
fairs of  those  nations,  a  reasonable  confidence  may 
be  reposed  in  the  lulfilment  of  the  obligations 
which  may  be  contracted  by  existing  Govern- 
ments, where  the  reign  of  law  is  firmly  estab- 
Ibhed.  It  is  not  denied  that  a  paper  currency  fur- 
nishes strong  temptations  to  abuse.  Millions  may 
be  issued  in  a  few  days,  and  the  deficiencies  in  the 
revenue  promptly  supplied,  if  the  condition  of  re- 
ceiving an  equivalent  is  abandoned.  The  mo- 
ment the  currency  shall  be  issued  as  a  financial 
resource,  depreciation  will  follow,  and  all  the  rela- 
tions of  society  will  be  disturbed.  If  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  nation  in  which  a  paper  currency  has 
been  established  shall  be  deeply  impressed  with 
this  truth,  will  it  not  be  restrained  from  the  appre- 
hended abuse?  Currency  of  every  kind  is  liable 
to  great  abuses.  The  history  of  the  coinage  of 
every  nation  whose  annals  are  known,  is  little 
more  than  a  detail  of  the  frauds  which  have  been 
practised  by  Governments  upon  the  people.  Un- 
til the  twentieth  year  of  the  rei^n  of  Edward  III. 
of  England,  a  pound  troy  of  silver,  of  standard 
fineness,  ana  a  pound  sterling,  were  synonymous 
terms ;  twenty  shillings  sterling  being,  in  fact,  a 
pound  troy  of  standard  silver.  Change  followed 
change  in  rapid  succession,  until,  in  the  reign  of 
Eli2abeth,  a  pound  troy  of  standard  silver  was 
directed  to  be  coined  into  sixty-two  shillings.  This 
immense  change  in  the  value  of  the  currency  was 
effected  in  the  space  of  about  two  centuries.  In 
other  modern  States,  during  the  same  period, 
changes  not  less  important  occurred  in  the  coin- 
age. Frequently,  these  changes  were  effected  by 
deteriorating  the  standard  fineness  of  the  coin. 
For  more  than  a  century  past,  the  coinage  of  the 
civilized  world  has  undergone  no  material  change 
with  a  view  to  the  practice  of  fraud  upon  the  peo- 
ple. Whether  this  forbearance  is  to  be  attribute 
to  an  improvement  in  the  morality  of  modern 
Gbvernments,  or  to  a  more  correct  understanding 
of  the  principles  of  currency  and  of  the  conse- 
quences that  must  resuh  from  every  change  by 
which  the  relations  of  society  are  affected,  it  fur- 
nishes just  ground  of  expectation  that  they  will 
not«herea(ter  be  attempted.  Nothing  more  is  ne- 
cessary to  secure  an  unalterable  adherence  to  the 
maxims  upon  which  it  is  manifestly  necessary  that 
a  paper  currency  must  be  founded,  in  order  to  pre- 
serve a  uniformity  of  value  than  the  same  mo- 
rality and  the  same  intelligence.  Without  assum- 
ing the  principle  of  the  perfectibility  of  human 
nature,  the  hope  may  be  indulged  that  the  nature 


of  currency  will  continne  to  command  the  attri- 
tion of  statesmen,  and  that  the  abuses  which  hare 
resulted  from  improper  changes  in  the  cnrrencj 
will  not  again  occur  in  the  same  degree. 

4.  When  the  currency  is  metallic  no  addition 
can  be  made  to  it  without  giving  an  equivalent 
It  is  indispensable  that  this  condition  should  be 
annexed  to  the  acquisition  of  the  paper  currency, 
preliminary  to  its  entering  into  circuiarion.  If  it 
can  be  put  in  circulation  only  on  paying  its  nom- 
inal amount  in  that  which  has  a  ^neraiand  ffxed 
value,  determined  by  the  consent  of  other  nations, 
it  will  continue  to  preserve  that  value  daring  the 
time  it  circulates,  unless  the  relation  which  it  bore 
at  the  time  of  its  issue  to  the  quantity  of  articles 
the  exchanges  of  tvhich  it  is  destined  to  perform 
shall  be  varied. 

5.  As  a  paper  currency  is  issued  upon  the  na- 
tional credit,  the  whole  property'  of  the  nation  is 
pledgeid  for  its  redemption,  whenever,  by  any  cir- 
cumstance, it  may  become  the  interest  of  the  com- 
munity that  it  should  be  redeemed.  It  is  therefore 
manifest  that  it  should  not  issue  upon  the  credit  of 
any  individual,  or  association  of  individuals.  A 
part  can  never  be  equal  to  the  whole.  The  credit 
of  any  individual,  or  association  of  individuals, 
cannot  be  equivalent  to  that  of  the  nation,  of  which 
they  form  a  part.  Bat  it  may  be  said  that,  al- 
though the  credit  of  individuals  is  not  equivalent 
to  the  credit  of  the  nation,  yet  an  equivalent  for  a 
particular  portion  of  that  credit  may  be  found  in 
the  pledge  or  mortgage  of  property  of  equal  or 
greater  value  than  the  currency  issued  upon  it. 
This  may  be  true;  but  the  value  of  property  has 
been  continually  fiuctuating :  it  will  continue  to 
fluctuate.aftergiving  to  the  advocates  of  a  pa  per  cur- 
rency full  credit  for  the  superior  stability  which  ihey 
suppose  will  attempt  its  substitution  for  gold  and 
silver  as  the  standard  of  value.  But  this  is  not 
the  only  objection  to  the  acceptance  of  property, 
as  a  pledge  for  the  payment,  by  individuals,  of  an 
equivalent  for  the  paper  currency  which  may  be 
advanced  upon  such  pledge.  Frauds  will  be  prac- 
tised by  pledging  property  which  is  encumbered, 
which  it  would  be  extremely  difficult  to  detect 
The  Government  will  be  involved  in  endless  liti- 
gation with  indi^duals  who  are  interested  in  the 
encumbrances  by  which  its  rights  to  the  property 
pledged  is  embarrassed.  In  such  contests,  the 
mterest  of  the  Government  is  always  endangered, 
even  where  right  is  on  its  side.  It  is  not  qualified 
to  enter  into  such  litigations  with  an  equal  chance 
of  success.  The  feelings  of  the  community  are 
always,  except  in  flagrant  cases  of  fraud,  upon  the 
side  of  an  inoividual  supposed  to  be  struggling  with 
the  overwhelming  influence  of  authority.  Besides, 
in  all  contests  of  this  nature,  something  of  the  re^ 
spect  forthe  Government,  which  ought  to  be  cher- 
ished by  the  citizens,  especially  of  a  free  State, 
will  be  lost.  The  situation  is  invidious,  and  ought 
not  voluntarily  to  be  assumed  by  a  Ciovemmeot 
jealous  of  its  dignity  and  purity  of  character.  It 
is  therefore  believed  that  a  national  currency  can- 
not be  issued  with  safety,  with  a  reasonable  pros- 
pect of  success,  and  with  sufficient  security  against 
redundancy,  but  in  exchange  for  gold  and  after  of 
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a  definite  standard,  or  for  the  public  stock  at  cer- 
tain fixed  rates.  When  issued  in  exchange  for 
them,  and  for  them  alone,  there  is,  though  not  the 
same,  yet  perhaps  an  equal  security  against  redun* 
dancy  as  in  the  case  of  a  metallic  currency.  When 
it  is  issued  in  exchange  for  coin,  there  is  no  addi- 
tion made  to  the  currency.  When  it  im  issued  in 
exchange  for  public  stock,  commanding,  previous- 
ly to  the  exchange,  its  par  value  in  coin,  the  party 
who  acquires  the  currency  parts  with  that  whicn 
was  equal  to  spjecie,  and  is  deprived  of  the  annual 
interest  which  it  produced.  Unless  the  interest  of 
the  currency,  resulting  from  its  scarcity,  should 
exceed  that  paid  upon  the  stock,  it  would  not  be 
demanded  in  exchange  for  the  stock.  In  either 
case,  the  danger  of  redundancy  is  extremely  re- 
mote. By  the  exchange  of  specie  for  currency, 
the  active  capital  of  the  country  will  be  increased 
to  the  amount  of  the  currency ;  and  the  capacity  of 
the  nation  to  redeem  it,  whenever  it  shall,  by  any 
circumstance  whatever,  become  expedient,  will  be 
unquestionable. 

But  it  may  be  doubted  whether,  under  such  con- 
ditions, a  |Mp^  currency  ever  can  be  put  in  circu- 
lation. Under  a  Government  firmly  established, 
conducted  by  upright  and  enlightened  councils, 
and  nonessing  absohite  ]power  over  the  currency, 
it  is  believed  there  is  no  jwt  reason  to  apprehend 
a  difilculty  of  that  nature,  if,  in  such  a  €K>v- 
ernment,  wnks  existed,  deriving  their  powers  from 
it,  the  specie  in  their  possession  woula  be  gradu- 
ally exchanged  for  the  paper  currency  which  would 
become  the  basis  of  their  operationsi.  Not  only 
the  specie  which  they  possmed  would  be  thus 
exchanged,  but  exertions  would,  from  time  to  time, 
be  made  to  acquire  the  sums  necessary  to  support 
their  banking  operations.  Specie  would  be  im- 
ported, even  at  an  expense,  for  the  purpose  of  being 
exchanged.  Whilst  specie  formed  the  basis  of  the 
operations  of  banks,  its  importation  could  not  fail 
to  be  productive  of  loss ;  each  importation  not  only 

groducing  the  necessity  of  additional  importations, 
ut  at  an  increased  expense.  But,  when  hnporta- 
tions  shall  be  made  lor  the  purpose  of  bemtt  ex- 
changed for  the  currency,  the  exportation  of  the 
specie  thus  imported  will  not  affect  the  operations 
of  the  banks.  It  is  only  when  the  ftindtng  of  the 
currency  shall  commence,  that  they  will  be  ad- 
monished to  desist  from  further  importations.  In- 
dividui^  and  banks  would  likewise  exchange 
public  stock  at  the  rates  prescribed  by  the  system 
for  the  paper  currency.  Whenever  the  demand 
for  currency  should  be  such  as  to  raise  the  interest 
of  money  considerably  above  that  produced  by  the 
public  stock,  it  would,  by  banks  and  individualfl^ 
be  giv^sn  in  exchange  for  the  currency.  But  the 
facility  which  the  existence  of  a  public  debt  fur- 
nishes in  procuring  the  paper  currency  is  counter- 
balanced by  the  difficulty  of  complying  with  the 
public  engagement  to  discharge  such  debt  in  a 
metallic  currency.  After  a  paper  circulation  shall 
be  substituted  for  gold  and  silver,  they  will  be 
found  in  the  country  only  in  the  quantity  de- 
manded for  manufhctnres,  and  for  such  branches 
of  commerce  as  are  entirely  dependent  upon  them. 
A  considerable  demand  for  gold  and  silver  by  the 


Government,  to  meet  its  engagements  previously 
contracted,  would  raise  their  price  in  the  market, 
and  render  the  obligation  to  discharge  those  en- 
gagements in  the  precious  metals  not  only  ex- 
tremely onerous,  but,  perhaps,  sometimes  imprac- 
ticable. In  such  a  state,  a  compromise  with  the 
public  creditors  would  seem  to  be  a  preliminary 
measure.  This,  under  any  circumstances,  would 
be  a  measure  of  great  delicacy  and  difficulty,  and, 
in  some  cases,  would  probably  be  utterly  imprac- 
ticable. 

6.  Whenever,  from  any  cause,  the  currency 
should  become  redundant,  the  redundancy  may 
be  funded  at  a  rate  of  interest  a  fraction  below 
the  rate  of  legal  interest. 

In  determining  the  rate  at  which  it  may  be 
funded,  due  regard  should  be  paid  to  the  rate  of 
interest  previously  existing  in  the  State.  The 
rate  of  mterest,  it  is  conceived,  ought  not  to  de- 
pend (and,  where  a  ntetallic  currency  prevails, 
does  not  depend)  sddy  upon  the  amount  of  cur- ' 
renoy  necessary  to  perform  with  focility  the  ex- 
changes required  by  the  wants  and  convenience  of 
society.  In  a  new  country,  where  there  is  but  a 
slight  accumulation  of  capital,  the  interest  of 
money  will  be  high,  notwithstanding  there  maj 
be  even  a  redundancy  of  currency  beyond  what  is 
necessaiT  to  effect  its  exchanges.  In  such  a  coun- 
try, all  tne  oljects  upon  whicn  capital  maybe  em- 
ployed, except  those  of  the  most  simple  kind,  are 
unoccupied.  The  currency  necessary  to  effect  the 
exchanges  of  its  property,  moveable  and  immove* 
able,  whI  be  entirely  Insufficient  to  satisfy  the  de- 
mand for  capital  for  those  objects.  If  it  should  be 
multiplied  so  as  to  equal  that  demand,  it  would 
exceed  the  demand  for  the  necessary  exchanges  of 
society, and  conseouently  depreciate;  such,  in  fact, 
it  is  believed,  would  be  the  consequence  or  issuing 
the  currency  upon  individual  credit,  or  upon  the 
{ pledge  of  property,  -  at  a  rate  of  interest  below 
that  which  previously  existed  in  the  State.  Any 
change  of  tne  interest  of  money  bj  law,  previous 
to  its  having  taken  place  in  individual  transac- 
tions, in  consequence  of  the  accumulation  of  cajii- 
tal,  would  be  unjust,  and  could  not  fail  to  produce 
serious  inconvenience  to  the  community.  Admit- . 
ting  the  rate  of  interest,  in  a  State  sboai  to  make 
the  experiment,  to  be  six  per  cent,  then  the  cur- 
rency should  be  issued  only  in  excnange  for  spe- 
cie^ or  six  per  cent  or  otner  stock,  according  to 
that  ratio.  If  the  currency  should,  when  by  any 
kneaos  a  redundancy  existed,  be  fundable  at  five 
and  a  half  per  cent,  interest,  the  utmost  depre* 
ciation  to  which  it  could  be  subject  would  be  eight 
and  one*third  per  cent.  But  it  is  probable  that 
the  real  depression  in  its  value  wovdd  not,  at  any 
time,  be  more  than  half  that  amount.  Before  fund- 
ing would  commence,  the  public  stock  receivable 
in  exchange  fcr  the  national  currency  wouH  be 
above  the  rates  at  which  it  was  receivaUe.  Its 
issue  upon  the  exchange  of  stock  would  therefore 
have  ceased.  There  are,  in  every  community  capi- 
talists who  would  prefer  lending  to  the  Govern- 
ment at  five  and  a  half  per  cent.,  than  to  indi- 
viduals at  six.  The  funding  of  the  currency  would 
therefore  b^^in  before  the  redundancy  would  offer 
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a^yeeneral  iiudacemeQt  to  that  mode  of  reducing 
it.  The  variation  to  which  its  value  would  m 
subject,  would  therefore  be  less  than  eight  and 
one-third  per  cent.  It  would  be  the  interest  of 
the  Government  to  reserve  the  right  of  redeeming 
the  stock  created  by  funding  at  its  par  vaUie,  under 
the  condition,  however^  of  redeeming  it  according 
to  the  order  of  time  in  which  it  was  created.  Con> 
nected  with  this  system  should  be  a  permifision  to 
the  banks  to  purchasepoblic  stock,  but  not  to  dispose 
of  it)  except  to  the  Grovernment,  at  its  par  or  cur- 
rent value  when  under  par»  unless  the  Government 
should  decline  the  purcnase.  The  cunrenoy,  upon 
being  funded,  should  be  invariably  cancelled^  Un- 
der a  system  of  this  kind,  if  no  other  naper  were 
pexmitted  to  circulate  than  the  national  cunenov, 
a.  redundancy  which  would  affect  its  value  could 
only  occur  by  a  temporary,  dimination  of  the  arti- 
cles which  were  to  oe  exchaneed  through  its  in- 
strumentality. In  that.eveat,  the  price  (h  the  arti- 
cles ^ould  be  enhanced  so  as  to  require  a  aveater 
amount  of  currency  to  effect  th^  ex^aojg^e. 
Should  the  price  not  be  enhanced  in  proportiioA 
to  the  diminution  in.  theiquantity  of  the  articles, 
that  portion  of  the  curcency  winch  would,  under 
such  circumstances^  be  left  without  employjuent 
would  be  funded.  A  just  relation  between  the 
amount  of  currency  and  the  demand  for  it  would 
be  p^omf^y  restore,  without  affecting  injoriously 
tl^e  relatioBs  between-  individuals.  On.tbe^ther 
hand,  should  a  greater  quantity  of  exchangeable 
articieai  be  prodwoed,  the  demand  for  currency 
would  exceed  the  supply,  and  lead  immediately  to 
additional  issutes,  uiufl.  the  neoessary  supply  ahovld 
be  obtained. 

But,  in  a  State  where  banh&already  existed  which 
decived  their  charters  from  the  sovereignty  that 
r^guUtedthe  curxeBQy,where<  the  people  were  ae-* 
customed  to  bank  notes,  and  in  tbe  habit  of  re- 
ceiving them,  the  agency  of  these  institutieiis 
might  be  admitted  in  supplying  a  portion  of  the 
cunency.  They:might  be  pcurmitted  to  issue  Iheir 
notes,  payable  on  demand^  in  the^  national  cur- 
rency; their  notes  wooldyof.  couEse,  be  issued  on 
peraonalseaurity*.  In  this  case,  the  currency aufht 
heeosfief  redundant  by  the  issues^  of  the  baubt. 
Whenever  this  shovld  happep,  the-  natiwMiicuf^ 
rency  would  be  deman4ed  jof  them  for  the  pur* 
pose  of  being,  funded;  the  banks,  would  be  com* 
pc^ed  tp  curtail  their,  discounts,  to  felieve  them* 
selves  from:  the  pressure)  atMl.the^aiiiouBtTof  the 
curcency.  yAuaXd  be  promfMtfy  reduced  to  ihet  legili^ 
mate  demand.  Wherev^  theageiM^y  of  bai^ 
should  be  employed  in  furnishing  part  ^f  the  eir* 
culation,  a  refusal  or  oinission .  to  diaohaige  th^  i 
notes,  on  4emaod9  in  the  national  currency,  should) 
be  treated  as  an  act  of  .bankruptcy^  Thenationftl 
cuiisncy,  being  a  legal  tender  in  the  payment  of 
debts  to  mdividuals  and  to  the  Government,  would, 
in  relation  to.the  banks,  perfovm  the  functions  of 
mcie,  where  bank  notes  are  canvertibla  into  coin. 
But,  ia  order  to  impo^  a  salutary  check  against 
excessive  issues  of  bank  notes.,  the  nationS  cur* 
rency  should  alone  be  receivable  in  all  payments 
to  the  Government. • 

In  an  auempt  to  trace  the  probable  re«4is.of  a; 


paper  citfiency,  founded  npoik  the  priaeiples  wteeli 
nave  been  developed  in  the  fKceding  pages,  tk 
influence  which  it  will  have  upon  foreign  eKhaoge 
requires  investigation.  The  want  of  stability, 
morality,  and  mtelligeace  in  the  GoTenuae&t 
which  may  undertake  to  substitnte  a  paper  for  a 
metallic  currency,  ase  the  objections  wiuch  kre 
already  been  considefed.  To  these,  aoeordmg  to 
common  opinion,  is  to  be  added  the  i^orioos  ef- 
fect which  it  is  supposed  it  will  have  ^xw  foreign 
exchange.  In  a  country  where  the  evnency  is 
metallic,  an  unia^omble  state  of  foreigBaciuDge 
will  probably  have  the  •  following  efieds: 

1st.  To  raise  the  piice  of  exportable  utides  as 
much  above  that  which  they  ought  to  bear  as  ihe 
premium  paid  upon  foreign  bills,  witii  it  exceeds 
the  expense  of  exporting  specie  to  the  foreiga 
market. 

2d«  Wben  this  rise  exceeds  the  expeose  of  sQch 
exportation,  the  price  of  exportable  artieleswill 
fall  gradually  below  what  th^  ought  to  comnaiui, 
to  the  extent  of  that  excess. 

3d.  UntU  thia  fall  in  tlieir  price  shall  beefieet- 
ed,  specie  will  be  -exported  3  ate  which  it  vill 
cease* 

4th.  This  fall  in  their  price,  by  iaoittsiBg  th«r 
consum^oo  in  the  loieifia  markefB,  oidmatdy 
pcovides  for  the  return  of  the  speck  which  bad 
been  exxKurted.  ^ 

5th.  During  the  eeoond  and  third  sUg(s  of  this 
process,  the  price  of  all  articles  not  expgitable  is 
affected  in  a  g^ealer  degree,  enterprise  jsdafflped, 
and  distress  prevails.. 

Suck  aie  the  necessary  efBects  of  u  mfiironine 
state  of  foreign  exchange,  where  tfaeeocieBcytt 
metallic.  As  the  vital  principle  of  €Ofl»MM!^i& 
gain,  it  is  probable  that,  generally,  the  pnceot 
expcNTiable  artides  would,  in  fae^  he  nf^^^K^ 
than  is  stated  in  <the  pteceding  aednctioos*  The 
timid  mi§^export  specie  before  thepreDunmupea 
exchange  exqetded  the  expense  of  itseipoitttion; 
but  timidity  is  not  the  predominant  chanefiai^c 
of  commereiai  enterprise.  On  the  other  haad,  tbe 
sanguine  and  enterprising,  relying  npoa  the  eha^ 
of  better  markets,  would  give  highei  paces  nm 
than  submit  lo  certain  loss  upon  the  e:qKVtatiofi 
of  specie,  or  the  purchase  of.  bills  abor&|isi> 

In  a :  country  where  <  a. paper  curreaejf  ha<  bees 
adopted,  and  tbejwinoipies^whiche'niDs^ 
may  be  prevented  hare  been  enforeed»a&^^' 
able  state  of  (boeigik  exchange  wiU  probably  bare 
thefoUowinK  yffccto « 

1st.  The  effeU^  raising  the  piieeof  eip^^ 
articles  a»  much  s^»ove  what  th^  ought  to  besras 
equals  the  pcemimn  upon  foreign billB;  but,ioDi» 
case,  gold  and  silver,  being  exporiaWe  srue^ 
will  rise  in  the  same  prei)ertioa  as  all  otner 
articles. 

2d.  When  the  price  of  aU  articles  is  raised  » 
highthata  loss  will  be  iacunred  by  thor  sale  id 
foreign  markets,  those  who  httve  no  lenuftaoces  ^ 
make  will  withdraw  from  the  competition.  J| 
profltiyide  investments  in*  other  ^^^^^-^^ 
he  made,. a  portion  of  the  curreacy,  at  ^^^JffT 
siti^,  will  be  withdrawn  from  circulation,  of^ 
ingcooverted  into  funded  stock}  coDpenm^^ 
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in  this  manner,  be  diminisiied ;  the  price  of  arti- 
cles for  exportation  will  be  reduced  bj  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  currency,  and  by  diminisbed  competition 
among  the  purchasers.  It  is  not  probable,  however, 
that  the  price  will  fall  so  low  as  to  admit  of  a  profit 
in  foreign  markets,  as  long  as  the  premium  upon 
exchange  continues  above  the  ordmary  commer- 
cial prcmt  upon  exported  articles.  But  exportation 
T7ill  not  be  continued  at  a  certain  loss  lonser  than 
the  discharee  of  debts  previously  contracted  renders 
indispensaUe;  foreign  articles  will  not  be  imported, 
when  the  loss  upon  remittances,  whether  made  by 
bills  of  exchange,  or  by  the  exportation  of  com- 
modities, is  equ^  to  the  profit  upon  importation ; 
the  high  price  given  for  exported  articles  will  in- 
crea^  their  production,  and  restore  foreign  ex- 
change to  a  favorable  state.  The  balance  of  trade 
and  me  rate  of  foreign  exchange,  which  have  given 
so  much  trouble  to  statesmen  for  two  centuries 
past,  when  left  to  the  laws  by  which  they  will  be 
governed^  in  despite  of  human  devices,  as  inva^ 
riably  regulate  themselves,  as  fluids^  when  unre- 
strained, find  their  common  level.  They  will  prob- 
ably more  promptlv  conform  to  these  laws  in  a 
State  where  a  well  regulated  paper  currency  pre- 
,  vails,  than  where  it  is  metallic.  In  the  latter,  the 
currency  is  exported  to  make  up  any  temporary 
deficiency,  and,  by  that  means,  provicks  a^inst 
the  recurrence  of  the  evil,  by  indirectly  eausmgan 
increase  of  the  exportable  articles  of  the  State,  and 
diminishing  the  importation  of  foreign  articles. 
Until  the  capacity  to  purchase  these  by  the  ex- 
change of  articles  shall  be  restored  in  the  former, 
as  the  currency  cannot  be  exported,  the  importa- 
tions will  be  more  promptly  reduced  to  the  capa- 
city of  the  country  to  purchase,  whilst  the  increase 
of  its  exportable  articles  will  be  the  direct,  instead 
of  the  indirect,  consequence  of  a  temporary  inca- 
pacity to  pay  lor  previous  importations. 

3d.  During  the  whole  process  of  restoring  a  fa- 
vorable state  of  exchange,  in  a  country  where  a 
vrell  regulated  paper  currency  prevails,  the  price 
of  all  articles  not  exportable  will  sufier  no  material 
variation.  The  funding  of  the  currency,  which 
will  probably  take  place,  will  not  be  immediately 
carried  so  far  as  to  reduce  the  price  of  exportable 
articles  so  as*  to  command  a  profit  in  foreign  mar- 
kets. They  will,  so  long  as  the  rate  of  exchange 
is  unfavorable,  continue  to  command  higher  prices 
than  when  the  exchange  is  favorable.  This  in- 
creased price  will  encoiurage  industry  and  enter- 
prise, and  constantly  tend  to  augment  the  pioduc- 
tive  energies  of  the  community.  This  effect  can- 
not fairly  be  attributed  to  any  depreciation  in  the 
currency.  That  will  continue  to  bear  nearly  the 
same  proportion  to  the  exchangeable  articles  of 
the  State  as  when  foreign  exchan^  was  fkvorable. 
It  is  probable,  even,  that  its  relation  to  those  arti- 
cles will  be  changed,  so  as  to  produce  an  appre- 
ciation of  the  currency ;  and  that  this  appreciation 
will  be  perceived,  in  a  slight  degree,  in  the  depres- 
sion of  the  value  of  all  articles  not  exportable. 
The  effects  of  this  appreciation  will,  however,  be 
diminished  by  the  impulse  given  to  industry  and 
enterprise,  hy  the  increased  price  of  all  articles 
which  can  be  exported. 
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These  are  conceived  to  be  the  effects  which  a 
well  regulated  paper  currency  will  have  upon  the 
foreign  exchanges,  and  upon  the  domestic  industry 
of  the  country  which  may  adopt  it.  If  the  value 
of  currency  depends,  like  that  of  all  other  articles, 
upon  the  quantity  compared  with  the  demand,  the 
idea  of  it^i  depreciation,  in  raising  the  price  of  arti- 
cles in  the  case  which  has  been  considered,  most 
be  rejected.  That  this  position  is  incontrovertible, 
seems  to  have  been  admitted  by  all  writers  upon 
the  subject.  This  admission  is  found  in  the  re- 
ports which  have  been  made  to  the  British  Parlia- 
ment ;  in  the  evidence  upon  which  those  reports 
have  been  founded ;  and  in  the  essays  of  those  who 
have  opposed  the  paper  system  in  that  country 
since  the  year  17d7.  The  objection  to  the  paper 
system,  as  it  existed  in  England,  was  the  absence 
of  all  restraint  upon  the  issue  of  paper,  and  the 
su|^)osed  impossibility  of  imposing  any  efficient 
restraint.  In  fact  no  attempt  has  been  made  to 
impose  such  restraint  in  that  country,  unconnected 
with  the  convertibility  of  bank  notes  into  the  pre- 
cious metals.  So  far  as  this  restraint  is  limited  to 
the  convertibility  of  bank  notes  into  bullion,  at  any 
given  rate,  it  is  rather  an  attempt  to  rarulate  for- 
eign exchange  through  the  instrumentality  of  the 
bank,  than  to  confine  the  issue  of  bank  notes  to  the 
sound  demand  for  currency.  The  restraint  imposed 
seems  to  rest  upon  the  idea  that  an  unfavorable 
state  of  foreign  exchange  must  be  the  result  of  a 
redundant  currency.  Nothing  can  be  more  incor- 
rect than  this  hypothesis.  Considering  the  vitiated 
state  of  the  currency  of  England  for  more  than 
twenty  years  past,  it  is  not  surprising;  that  this 
idea  should  there  be  entertained.  During  that  pe- 
riod the  unfavorable  rate  of  foreign  exchange  which 
l^enerally  prevailed  was,  if  not  directly,  at  least 
indirectly,  attributable  to  the  depreciation  of  their 
currency.  But,  in  this  interval,  a  favorable  rate  of 
foreign  exchange  more  than  once  occurred.  To 
what  could  this  favorable  change  be  attributed? 
Certainly  not  to  the  depreciation  of  their  currency. 
But  it  would  be  as  unjust  to  attribute  every  unfa- 
vorable state  of  foreign  exchange  to  the  deprecia- 
tion of  the  currency,  as  to  ascribe  to  that  currency 
the  credit  of  any  favorable  state  of  such  exchange. 
The  truth  is,  that  fluctuations  in  the  exchange  be- 
tween two  countries  having  a  metallic  currency 
continually  occur,  and  depend  upon  principles 
wholly  unconnected  with  the  idea  of  a  depreciated 
currency. 

If  these  views  be  correct,  the  only  obstacles  to 
the  establishment  of  a  paper  currency,  by  a  Gov- 
ernment bavins  a  soverei^  right  to  establish  it, 
is  the  danger  of  the  instability  and  want  of  integ* 
rity  and  intelligence  of  the  Government.  There 
iH  certainly  just  reason  to  apprehend  that  emergen- 
cies may  arise  in  the  affairs  of  every  nation,  in 
which  their  stability  may  be  menaced,  hy  foreign 
force  or  domestic  insurrection.  In  such  an  event 
a  panic  might  ensue,  and  the  credit  of  the  currency 
be  utterly  annihilated.  How  far  the  recent  exam- 
ples which  have  been  adverted  to  in  other  States; 
now  far  the  influence  of  public  opinion  over  the 
conduct  of  Qovemments  may  be  relied  upon,  as 
an  efficient  preventive  against  evils  of  sucn  mag- 
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aitnde.  most  be  determined  by  those  to  whoin,«n- 
der  EHvine  ProTidence,  the  prosperitir  and  hap- 
piness of  nations  are  committed.  The  subject 
myolves  all  the  complicated  interests  of  societ^r) 
earcept  the  enjoyment  of  civil,  political,  and  reli- 
ffioua  liberty.  It  oaght  to  be  approached  with  more 
than  ordinary  circumspection.  In  States  the  best 
Ratified  to  attempt  the  chan^  it  is  environed  with 
doubtsi,  which  can  only  be  dispelled  by  the  light  of 
experiment.  In  the  United  States  these  doubts 
are  greatly  increased  by  the  complex  form  of  the 
Cfovemm«it.  In  the  aivision  or  power  between 
Ifte  Federal  and  State  Grovemments,  the  line  of 
separation  is  not  sufficiently  distinct  to  prevent 
collisions,  which  may  disturb  the  harmony  of  the 
system.  Collisions  nave  already  arisen,  and,  in 
t&e  course  of  human  events^  may  be  reasonably 
esnected  to  arise^  until  the  line  or  separation,  by 
wnieh  their  relative  powers  and  duties  are  deter- 
tmiied,  shall  be  distinctly  defined  by  practice^  or 

i explanatory  amendments  of  the  Constitution, 
tted  according  to  the  forms  prescribed  in  that 
instrument.  Upon  no  question  will  collision  more 
Hkely  arise  than  that  contemplated  by  the  resolu- 
tion under  which  this  report  is  submitted.  No  at- 
tempt to  make  the  change  has  succeeded.  The 
xheasure,  When  Gripped  of  extraneous  difficulties, 
flrast  be  admitted  to  be  of  doubtftil  tendency.  Un- 
der the  most  auspicious  circumstances  it  may 
prote  abortive;  unoer  circumstances  in  any  degree 
adverse  it  must  inevitably  fail.  Any  obstacle  op- 
posed to  its  execution,  bv  one  or  more  of  the  State 
governments,  would  be  decisive  of  its  fate.  Their 
simple  acquiescence  in  the  measure  would  not  be 
sufficient  to  secure  to  it  that  issue  to  which  the 
principles  upon  which  it  might  be  established 
would  necessarily  lead.  Their  active  co-operation 
trould  be  indispensable.  The  banks  whicn  derive 
their  authority  from  the  State  governments  are 
^(hierally  bound  by  their  charters  to  discharge 
tnefr  notes  in  specie  on  demand.    From  this  obit- 

gation  it  would  be  necessary  to  the  system  to  re- 
eve them.  The  obligation  to  discharge  tfaeilr 
tiotes  upon  demand,  in  the  national  currency, 
should  be  substituted  for  that  of  paying  them  m 
8pe<^ie. 

)f  these  obstacles  should  be  removed,  that  con- 
iaetUtA  With  the  public  debt,  which  has  been  stiff- 
j^Med  in  a  nretious  part  of  the  report,  would  stul 
Kinaia.  Aher  the  substitution  of  tne  national 
currency,  gold  and  silver  would  be  imported  only 
itt  fte  quantity  required  for  manufiictureS|  and  for 
thf^^secution  of  those  branches  of  trade  in  which 
Aey  irrfc  primary  aHicles  of  commerce.  For  these 
purposes  the  importations  would  be  sufficient. 
The^  might  ^ven  be  sufficient,  and  at  a  reasonable 
pride,  fbr  the  payment  of  the  annual  iaterest  of  the 
^UI6  debt.  Hat  after  the  year  18IM,  when  %ht 
tmti  of  910,000,000  would  annually  be  expended 
by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  it  is 
ptobable  that  the  premium  which  would  be  paid 
upoft  it  would  b^  considehible,  until  the  debt  was 
extingutidied.  A  compromise,  as  has  already  been 
suffgested  with  the  public  creditors,  would  seem 
to^  a  meaMnre  preliminary  to  any  attempt  to  ea^ 
MUsh  a  paper  ^currency.    It  is  more  than  proba- 


ble that  the  attempt  would  not  only  be  Bimieccs- 
ful,  but  that  it  would  injuriondy  aflfeet  the  pobbc 
credit. 

It  may  abo  be  proper  to  obserre,  that  those  sec- 
tions ai  thia  Union  where  a  measure  of  this  kind 
would  be  most  likely  to  be  acceptable,  would  prob^ 
aUy  derive  from  it  the  least  benefit.  In  the  West 
and  in  the  Sooth,  the  complaints  of  a  deficieai 
cwrency  have  been  most  distinctly  heanl.  In  the 
latter  these  complaints  are  of  recent  daie.  In  both, 
they  proceed  in  a  greater  degree  from  ^  disburse- 
ment of  the  pablic  revenue  than  from  any  other 
cause.  The  great  mass  of  publie  ezpeaditore  is 
made  to  the  east  of  thb  city.  The  reTenue  accru- 
ing from  imports,  though  principally  collected  in 
the  Middle  and  Bastem  States^  is  paid  by  the  grest 
mass  of  consumers  throughout  the  Unked  States. 
That  which  is  paid  for  the  public  landi,  although 
in  some  decree  drawn  from  every  part  of  the  UnioD. 
is  principuty  paid  by  the  citizens  of  die  West  and 
the  Soath.  The  greatest  part  of  the  revcnae  ac- 
cruing from  the  public  lands,  as  well  as  that  col- 
lected in  the  Southern  States,  upon  imports,  has 
been  transferred  to  the  MidcHe  and  Bastera  States 
to  be  ejtpended.  The  necessity  of  making  tki^ 
transfer  artaee  A^m  the  eireumataocse  that  the  freat . 
oiaBs  of  the  publie  debt  is  held  in  those  Slates,  Gt 
by  foreignen>  n^cee  agenia  reside  in  them;  an^ 
from  the  estahUshments  of  doek'yarda  and  nera! 
stations  in  their  piinoipal  ports.  This  trairs^r 
will  <ioatinue  to  be  neoessary  until  the  public  debt 
shall  be  extinguished,  and  until  die  other  expendi- 
cuiea  of  the  Government  can,  conststentiy  with  the 
publie  interest,  be  more  equally  dismboted.  If  a 
national  currency  should  be  established,  the  de- 
mand  for  it  in  thie  Southern  and  Westem  States. 
for  the  purpose  of  transmission,  wonld  be  incessant ; 
whilst  Its  retwn,  by  the  ordinary  course  o(  trade, 
especially  in  the  latter,  would  be  slow,  and  in 
some  degree  uncertain.  The  enrraicy  being  every - 
whefe  receivable  by  the  Ckyremment,  woeld,  for 
the  pufpose  of  remittance,  be  more  frequently  de- 
manded in  that  section  than  specie,  for  the  same 
reaaon  chat  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Statea  and  itsaffieeff  command  thoe^  at  thb  time, 
a  premiom  in  apeeie.  As  Che  tranafen  oi  the  pah- 
lie  aofiaey  are  raade'  by  ^  Bank  of  the  Uaited 
Stacesy  the  ereitemeat  pifaducad  by  the  demand  for 
apMie,  ot  randa  that  can  be  renutied  conseqfnent 
upon  sdch  tratiflfefs,  hm  been  directed  against  tiiat 
in(i«icutien.  AH  the  erihi  which  the  eomniattfiy. 
in  pavclculAr  viam  of  the  eoantry,  has  anAeted  from 
the  andden  ctoercase  of  the  carreocy,  as  wett  as 
from  iia  ditpreeiafion^  hare  been  ascribed  to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  wtnich,  in  tnnaferna; 
ihenuMie  lands,  has  been  a  pttslve  agent  in  the 
hanoa  of  the  Oovemment 

It  is,  then,  belitfted  tilat  the  evils  whieh  «e  feit 
in  those  seetioas  of  the  Union  where  the  dis6e& 
is  moat  aetteral,  wiU  not  be  exieasiTdy  relieved  by 
the  establishment  of  a  national  currcaey.  The 
auibrings  which  have  been  produced  by  theeibrcs 
that  have  been  made  to  reaame  and  toooattiae 
specie  payments  have  been  grtet.  They  av^  not 
termtnaied,  and  mast  eontinne  imtil  thevalae  of 
property  and  the  price  of  labor  akall  aamDM  that 
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relatioB  to  the  precious  mentis  wlkieh  our  wealth 
and  industry  J  compared  with  those  of  other  States, 
shaU  enable  os  to  retain.  Uatil  this  shall  be  ef- 
fected, an  abortive  attempt,  by  the  ssbstrtstion  of 
a  paper  currency,  to  arrest  the  evils  we  are  suffer^' 
iB£^,  wUi  produce  the  most  distressing  consequences. 
The  sufferinffs  that  are  past  will,  in  such  an  event. 
recur  with  additional  violence,  and  the  nation  will 
again  find  itself  in  the  situation  which  it  held  at 
the  moment  when  specie  payments  were  resumed. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

The  Hon,  the  Spbakbr 

of  the  Hnue  of  RepregenkOives, 

fThe  tsbolsr  itstaments  of  details,  being  very  volu- 
miDons,  are  omitted.] 


IKTEREST  ON  OUTSTANDING  MISSISSIPPI 

STOCK, 

[Commanictted  to  the  Senate,  March  Z,  1820.] 

TRBA9UBY  DfiPARTMBNT, 

March  2, 1820. 

Sm;  in  obadienee  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate 
of  the  SSd  ultimo,  vdfariiag  lo  this  Department  the 
petition  of  Henry  Remsen  and  otoem,  stating, 
mmou^  other  thiiiga,  that  they  ass  hirgely  inter- 
ested m  Mississippi  stock,  issued  under  an  act 
entitled  ''An  act  providing  for  the  indemnifioa* 
Ootk  of  certain  elamumts  oi  public  lands  in  the 
Missiasippi  Territory;"  that  the  outstanding  stock 
created  under  that  act  was.  on  10th  December, 
1619, 91,90d,576  81 ;  and  that  it  appears,  by  the 
reports  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  that  sales 
ol  lands  to  an  amount  much  ezceedmg  the  out- 
omndiog  Mississippi  stock  have  been  made,  but 
that  the  memorialists  have  not  been  al^e  to  asoer- 
tna  at  what  period  the  claims  of  the  State  of 
Georgia  have  been  satisied,  so  as  to  entitle  them 
to  have  their  certificates  paid ;  and  stating  that 
chi^  eonwder  themselves  entitled  to  interest  on  the 
amount  of  their  certificates  from  the  period  when 
the  sides  have  amounted  to  a  sum  sufficient  to 

?if  the  same,  whether  the  amount  was  in  the 
feasurv  ia  money,  or  in  obligation*  bearing  in- 
CMtfl;  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  e^cioeed 
proeeedin^  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fnnd,  which  wilL  it  is  believed,  sufficiently  ex- 
pMn  the  aature  or  the  claim  of  the  metaoriiAista. 
By  rtfitfriog  to  the  act  under  which  this  claim 
has  originated,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  claim  to  in- 
OTtst,  befiMM  tne  money  is  received  into  the  Trea- 
aary,  a  without  fonndadon.  Their  claim  is  to  the 
aaoacy  ia  the  Treasury  arising  from  the  sales  of 
the  laads  pledged,  and  not  upon  the  United  Slates 
for  moaiey  due  for  those  lands.  As  the  act  does 
not  prescribe  the  manner  in  which  the  pa^^meat 
is  to  be  BMde,  when  there  shall  be  money  in  the 
Treasury  applicable  to  the  discharge  of  the  out* 
standing  stock,  it  is  presumed  that  the  United 
States  have  the  right  to  direct  the  mode  in  whkh 
it  shall  be  efifected.  The  principle  adopted  b^  the 
Conunisflioncrs  of  the  Sinking  Fund  is  believed 
to  be  equtoUaaad  joit.    Indeed,  doabti  may  wall 


exist  whether  the  obligation  to  pay  isperiect,  uaiil 
a  sum  shall  have  be«i  received  sufficient  to  dts- 
charge  the  stock. 

By  returns  which  have  been  received  subse* 
quently  to  the  annual  Treasurer  report  of  the  10th 
of  December  last,  it  is  ascertamed  that  the  stock 
which  has  been  received  to  the  1st  of  Jaaaary  last 
amounts  to  92,436,216  18,  leaving  $1,846,934  94 
ootstandiDg ;  and  that  the  receipts  in  money  to  the 
same  period  amounted  to  88,800,406  11;  from 
which  the  sum  of  $1,250,000  due  to  the  State  of 
G«!orgia,  and  $31 1,148  91,  for  the  expenses  of  ear- 
veyiag,  being  deducted,  leaves  in  the  Treasury  the 
sum  n  $1,239,259  20  applicable  to  the  payment 
of  the  outstanding  stock,  which  is  equal  to  sixty* 
six  per  cent  thereof. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respeotAilly, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

Hon.  President  ov  the  Senate. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sink* 
ing  Fund — present,  John  Gaillard,  President  of 
the  Senate  pro  Uvl;  John  Manhall,  Chief  Justice 
of  the  United  States^  John  Quincv  Adams^  Sec- 
retary of  State;  William  H.  Crawford,  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury;  William  Wirt,  Attorney  Qeneral: 
The  Secretarv  of  the  Treasury  reported  that  the 
stock  issued  under  the  act  of  the  31st  of  March, 
1814,  entitled  "An  act  providing  for  the  indemni- 
fication of  certain  claimants  of  public  lands  in  the 
Mississippi  Territory,"  amounts  to  $4,282,151  19; 
that,  of  this  sum,  there  has  been  received  at  the 
Treasury  and  cancelled  $2,435,216  18;  and  that 
there  is  now  ouutanding  the  sum  of  $1,846.* 
934  94;  that,  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands 
in  the  States  of  Missbsippi  and  Alabama,  after 
satisfying  the  claims  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  and 
the  expenses  of  surveying  said  lands,  there  remains 
in  the  Treasury,  applicable  to  the  discharge  of  the 
said  stock,  the  sum  of  $1,239,359  20 ;  Qiat  this 
sum  is  e^ual  to  sixty-six  per  cent,  of  the  slock  out- 
standing: whereupon, 

Reaolvedf  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is 
hereby  directed  to  apply  the  said  sum  of  money  in 
discharge  of  the  said  stock,  in  the  nroportion  of 
sixty-six  per  cent  of  each  certificate  thereof  which 
may  be  presented  at  the  Treasury  upon  and  after 
the  15th  day  of  May  next. 

J.  GAILLARD,  Pres,  SeiuUeproUm, 
J.  MARSHALL,  Chitf  Jwtice  U.  S. 
JNO.  Q.  ADAMS,  SectOary  ofStaU, 
W.  H.  CRAWFORD,  Sec'*y  IWoJ. 
WM.  WIRT,  AUoraey  Gtneral. 
February  26, 1820. 


New  York,  FAruary  10, 1820. 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  o/B^esenta- 
tivea  o/tJie  United  States  in  Congress  atsembkd: 

The  memorial  of  the  undersifn&ed  respectfully 
ahowuth :  That  they  are  largely  mterested  in  Mis* 
aistippi  stock ;  that,  by  the  certificates  issued  under 
the  aothonty  of  aa  act  of  Congress  passed  in  March, 
1814,  it  18  certified  *^that  the  amount  is  pairafaU 
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out  of  the  first  moneys  ia  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States  arising  from  the  sales  of  public 
lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  after  the  money 
due  to  the  State  of  Ueorgia  and  the  expenses  of 
surveyinj;  such  lands  have  been  satisfied." 

That  It  appears,  by  the  reports  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  that  the  amount  outstanding  of 
the  awards  made  by  the  commissioners  appointed 
for  indemnifying  certain  claimants  of  public  lands^ 
which  it  is  understood  includes  the  Mississippi 
atock,  was,  on  10th  December,  1819,  $1,909,576  81 ; 
that  it  appears,  by  the  reports  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  that  sales  of  lands  to  an  amount 
much  exceeding  the  outstanding  balance  of  Mis- 
sissippi stock,  have  been  made,  but  your  memori- 
alists are  unable  to  ascertain  at  what  periods 
enough  had  been  sold  to  satisfy  the  claims  of  the 
State  of  Georgia,  and  to  entitle  your  memorialists 
to  have  their  certificates  paid.  Your  memorialists 
respectfully  submit,  that  they  consider  themselves 
entitled  to  interest  on  the  amount  of  their  certifi- 
cates from  the  period  when  sales  of  the  lands 
pledged  for  the  redemption  of  this  stock  have  been 
made  bufficient  to  pay  the  same,  whether  the 
amount  was  in  the  Treasury  in  money,  or  in  ob- 
ligations bearing  interest;  inasmuch  as  it  cannot 
be  doubted  that  such  security  has  been  taken  as  to 
the  wisdom  of  the  Grovernment  was  deemed  suffi- 
cient to  render  the  final  payment  certain,  and  in- 
asmuch as,  on  a  difierent  construction,  the  United 
States  would  be  receiving  interest  for  a  delay  of 
fayment,  manifestly  at  the  expense  of  your  memo- 
rialists. 

Your  memorialists,  relying  confidently  in  the 
justice  of  Congress,  therefore  respectfully  pray  that 
a  law  may  be  passed  authorizing  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  redeem  the  Mississippi  stock,  with 
interest,  from  the  period  when  it  shall  appear  from 
the  returns  in  the  proper  offices  that  sales  to  an 
amount  sufficient  to  pay  off  the  same  have  been 
made. 
Henry  Remsen,  Hurd  &  Sewall, 

John  Fleming,  John  G.  Warren  dt  Son, 

S.  M.  Coun,  Nevius  J.  Townsend, 

S.  Flewweliing,  Gulian  Ludlow, 

Daniel  Boardman,       John  Mowatt,  jun., 
W.  Goelet  Bucknor,    Samuel  Jackson, 
B.  Huntington,  Henry  D.  Sewall,  at  ex- 

Robinson  ft  Benson,       ecutor  of  S.  Sewall. 


REMONSTRANCE  AGAINST  A  CHANGE  IN 
THE  REVENUE  SYSTEM  IN  RELATION 
TO  CREDIT. 

[Communicated  to  the  House,  March  11,  1820.] 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repreaentatives  of  the 
United  Siaiee  in  Congrese  ateembled  .* 

The  memorial  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
thecityof  Philadelphiarespectfully  showeth :  That 
your  memorialists  entertain,  and  oeg  leave  to  sub- 
mit to  your  consideration,  the  following  sentiments 
upon  propositions  which  have  been  introduced  to 
your  notice,  for  a  very  important  change  in  the 
revenue  system  of  the  United  States. 


That  the  scheme  which  was  adopted  at  theeam- 
mencement  of  our  fiscal  system,  for  the  collection 
of  duties  on  foreign  imports,  was  wise,  and  well 
adapted  to  the  state  of  the  country,  bas^  perhaps 
never  been  questioned.  Its  exceUence  1^  b^ 
^sted  by  nearly  thirty  years  experience;  and  it 
may  safely  be  said,  that  the  advantages  which 
were  contemplated  by  the  framers  of  ihis  system 
have  been  secured.  The  Grovernment  hsLS  re- 
ceived its  revenue  with  punctuality ;  it  has  sus- 
tained no  loss  by  reason  of  tne  credit  for  duties,  which 
deserves  consideration.  The  collection  has  been 
made  with  the  least  possible  expense ;  and  a  widely 
extended,  active,  and  vigorous  comaierce  has  con- 
tributed largely  to  the  stock  of  national  wealth  and 
prosperity. 

In  considering  the  proposition  to  abolish  a  system 
of  credit  which  experience  has  thus  approved,  it 
becomes  proper  to  inquire  what  are  the  evils  which 
are  supposed  to  be  connected  with  the  existing 
system,  and  what  are  the  advantages  irhidi  are 
expected  to  result  from  a  change  ? 

it  is  supposed  by  those  who  advocated  a  change, 
as  your  memorialists  understand,  that  the  credit  for 
duties  has  furnished  capital  for  an  extension  of 
business,  and  that  from  tnis  cause  have  proceeded 
the  embarrassments  and  difi&culties  which  have 
been  felt  throughout  the  country. 

The  credit  tor  duties  is  not  intended,  nor  is  it 
fairly  to  be  considered,  as  putting  the  use  of  a  cap- 
ital  into  the  hands  of  the  merchant,  because  it 
does  not  in  reality  afford  him  a  capital  to  trade 
upon,  but  simply  relieves  him  from  the  burden  of 
making  an  advance  beyond  his  means.  Its  object 
is  rather  to  be  just  than  to  be  generons ;  and  it  is 
as  wise  and  politic  in  relation  to  the  commnnity 
at  large,  as  it  is  just  to  the  importer.  The  foun- 
dation of  the  credit  is  the  fact  that  the  goods  do 
not  produce  their  price  immediately  upon  impor* 
tation ;  and  the  prmciple,  that  it  would  be  unjust 
that  the  importer  should  be  in  advance  to  the  Gov- 
ernment for  the  duty,  and  severe  upon  the  con- 
sumer that  he  should  bear  the  heavy  consequences 
of  such  an  advance.  It  is,  therefore,  a  wise  and 
sound  calculation,  that,  by  allowing  to  the  import- 
er, upon  good  security,  time^  according  to  the 
nature  of  the  commodity,  to  make  his  saies^  the 
Government  will  receive  its  dues  when  it  ought  to 
receive  them ;  and  no  one  will  suffer,  as  wowd  be 
the  case  by  an  anticipation  of  the  paymeat  of  da- 
ties  on  articles  which  oftentimes  are  long  retained 
by  the  importer,  and,  when  sold,  are  necessuily 
sold  upon  a  liberal  credit. 

Your  memorialists  believe  this  view  of  the  sys- 
tem to  be  correct ;  and,  although  instances  may 
occur  in  which  this  credit  is  abused,  and  is  made 
to  furnish  the  means  of  wild  adventure^  it  is  an 
unsound  argument  to  draw  therefrom  an  inference 
against  the  system* 

Your  memorialists  are  couTinced,  upon  these 
grounds,  that  the  opposers  of  the  present  system  of 
credit  for  duties  entertain  mistaken  views  in  rela- 
tion to  the  nature,  policy,  and  operation  of  the  sys- 
tem itself,  in  supposing  that  it  furnishes  a  capital 
to  trade  upon,  and  has  a  eonnexion  with  the  evils 
and  embarrassments  which  afflict  this  conatry. 
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The  capital  of  thecoootry  basdoubf  less  incmsed, 
and,  at  particular  periods  of  time,  it  may  be  that 
even  more  is  devoted  to  commerce  than  can  be 
profitably  employed.  Whenever  this  is  foond  to 
be  the  case,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  surplus 
will  readily  find  its  way  into  other  channels,  and 
seek  for  employment  in  more  profitable  modes. 

But  it  cannot  be  pretended  tnat  there  is  an  excess 
of  capital  in  the  country ;  and,  until  that  shall  be 
the  case,  it  would  seem  to  be  unwise  to  condemn 
to  a  state  of  inactivity  so  great  a  portion  as  would, 
by  the  plan  proposed,  be  continually  in  depositein 
the  public  stores. 

And  further,  your  memorialists  are  convinced 
that  the  reasoning  is  erroneous  which  is  founded 
upon  the  supposition  that  an  extension  of  capital, 
or  credit  equivalent  to  capital,  would  be  productive 
of  mischief. 

It  is  not  alleged,  as  your  memorialists  believe,  by 
the  advocates  or  a  change,  that  it  would  promote  the 
^eat  objects  which  are  ever  to  be  regarded  in  re- 
lation to  revenue — security  of  the  debt,  punctuality 
in  its  payment,  and  ease  and  economySn  its  col- 
lection. On  the  contrary,  it  must  be  doubted  whe- 
ther, if  a  system  of  deposites  of  public  stores  were 
established,  the  collection  would  not  be  more  ex- 
pensive, and  the  payment  less  certain  and  punctual, 
than  at  present.  It  is  well  known  that,  in  times 
past,  the  calculations  of  the  Treasury  upon  the 
receipt  of  duties  have  been  made  witnout  disap- 
pointment; and  that  this  portion  of  the  public  in- 
come is  collected  without  oppression  or  inconve- 
nience to  those  who  pay,  and  with  little  expense 
to  the  Qovernment.  So  far,  then,  as  relates  to  the 
great  interests  of  the  Treasury,  the  contemplated 
change  seems  to  promise  no  advantage. 

If  the  proposed  change  should  be  effected,  your 
memorialists  conceive  that  much  mischief  would 
unavoidably  ensue. 

The  men  of  moderate  capital,  however  deserving 
of  confidence,  and  however  active  and  skilful  in 
^e  prosecution  of  business,  would  be  driven  from 
the  field ;  and  it  would  be  occupied  alone  by  men 
of  large  capital,  who  could  bear  the  burden  of 
heavy  advances  for  duties  upon  unsold  goods. 
£ven  these  would  probably  be  foreign  agents, 
who,  by  a  system  of  exchange,  could  comply  with 
the  reqnbites  of  law,  without,  in  fact,  making  the 
same  advances  as  must  be  made  by  the  American 
merchant.  We  should  exchange  a  certain  for  an 
uncertain  revenue ;  the  expense  of  collection  would 
be  increased  ;  and  if  the  perils  of  fire,  waste,  pil- 
lage, and  sacrifice  by  sale  of  unredeemed  goods, 
be  regarded,  it  may  be  said  that  the  ultimate  pro- 
duct would,  no  doubt,  be  diminished. 

But,  above  all,  your  memorialists  beg  leave  to 
suggest  that  the  present  state  of  the  country  is 
adverse  to  such  a  measure  as  that  proposed.  At  a 
moment  of  general  embarrassment,  to  call  for  such 
advances  as  this  plan  requires  would  make  the  em- 
barrassment doubly  felt,  and  give  a  most  serious 
bJow  to  the  commerce  of  the  country. 

Your  memorialists  hereupon  express  the  earnest 
hope  that  there  will  be  a  firm  and  unyielding  ad- 
herence to  the  system  of  credit,  which  is  founded 
in  justice  and  a  wise  policy,  and  which  has  been 


approved  by  the  experience  of  many  years ;  and 
that  the  mere  hope  of  escaping  from  present  evils, 
by  an  untried  way,  opposed  to  such  experience^ 
will  not  be  permitted  to  influence  the  Government 
to  an  abandonment  of  this  system. 

ROBERT  RALSTON, 
PreHdent  of  the  Chamber  of  Qmineree. 
Attest :  John  Vauohan,  &c'ry,  C.  C, 

Philadelphia,  March  6, 1820. 


DUTY  ON  MOLASSES. 

[CommuDicated  to  the  Senate,  April  13,  1820.] 
To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  Houeeof  Repreoemk^ 

tivu  of  the  United  Statee  in  Congreee  aeeembied^ 
^  The  subscribers,  being  merchants,  distillers,  and 
owners  of  distilleries,  in  the  town  of  Boston  and 
its  vicinity,  beg  leave  respectfully  to  represent: 
That  the  proposed  increase  of  duty  on  molasses 
will,  if  carried  into  efiect,  prove  not  only  injurious 
to  them,  but,  through  them,  to  the  most  important 
Interests  of  our  country. 

In  the  first  place^  the  consumption  of  molasses 
for  the  purpose  of  distilling  enables  the  West  India 
planter  to  buy  the  produce  of  our  fisheries,  soil,  and 
domestic  industry,  and  to  pay  for  it  in  an  article 
which,  being  bulKy,  furnishes  employment  and 
freight  for  an  immense  tonnage,  and  is  a  raw 
material,  which,  in  the  process  of  manufacture, 
fXYee  employment  to  as  great  a  portion  of  the  act- 
ive industry  of  the  country  as  any  branch  of  busi- 
ness whatever.  And  your  memorialists  cannot 
see  why  a  raw  material,  and  principally  for  the 
manufacture  of  rum,  should  be  chargeable  with  a 
duty  equal  to  one-half  its  first  cost,  when  hides, 
skins,  copper,  brass,  tin,  dye-woods,  rags,  and  a 
variety  or  other  raw  materials,  are  suffered  to  be 
imported  duty  free.  Nor  can  your  memorialbts 
understand  the  policy  which  should  thus  paralyze, 
and  perhaps  destroy,  a  very  old  manufacture,  the 
very  buildings  and  apparatus  of  which,  in  the 
various  establishments  of  this  commonwealth,  may 
be  estimated  at  one  million  of  dollars:  makini^, 
annually,  from  thirty  to  forty  thousand  hogshead 
of  rum,  and  furnishing  the  means  of  subsistence 
for  thousands  of  persons;  furnishing  a  most  im- 
portant article  of  trade,  for  our  coasting  business; 
and  creating  a  demand,  for  putting  up  the  mo- 
lasses and  rum,  of  one  hundreu  and  sixty  thousand 
casks. 

Your  memorialists  might  enter  into  a  fipreat 
variety  of  details  to  show  the  importance  of  the 
distilling  business  to  the  public;  but  it  must  be 
obvious  to  your  honorable  body,  without  the  ne- 
cessitv  of  Its  being  forced  on  your  observation^ 
that  the  active  industry  of  the  country,  emnloyed 
in  the  importation  of  nfty  of  sixty  thousano  hoga« 
heads  of  molasses  into  the  United  States;  me 
wharfage,  cartage,  cooperage,  storage,  and  labor, 
consequent  on  the  lanaing;  the  vessels  employed 
to  brinff  the  molasses;  the  seamen  who  navigate 
them;  the  labor,  wood,  carting,  and  other  expenses 
necessary  to  convert  it  into  rum;  the  casks,  coop- 
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grage,  cartipi;,  and  tonnage  neceanry  to  dkBtrilNKe 
ike  ram  to  its  varioiu  eonsumera — ^that  these  o^er- 
alions  of  trade*  consequent  to,  and  connected  with, 
the  distUlio^  iNisiness,  being  considered,  it  may 
safely  be  affirmed  that,  with  the  sole  excqitbn  of 
the  manufacture  of  floor,  there  is  hardly  another 
species  of  manufacture  which  sets  in  motion  and 
supports  such  a  large  and  important  portion  of  the 

Sroductive  industry  of  the  United  States  as  the 
istlUation  of  rum.' 

In  addition  to  what  your  memorialists  conceive 
the  injustice  of  taxing  the  raw  material  used  for 
one  species  of  manunLCture,  when  the  principal 
raw  materials  for  other  species  of  manufactures 
are  imported  duty  free,  your  memorialists  beg 
leave  to  state  that,  in  New  England,  generally, 
the  ooBsumption  of  molasses  by  the  poor,  always 
great,  has  increased,  and  is  increasing,  since  tne 
Simiaished  Falue  of  all  our  own  products;  the  co%- 
aumers  being  unable  to  afibrd  to  pay  for  sugar,  as 
ibnaeriy. 

Your  memorialises  may  be  stdfered  to  remark, 
with  some  surprise,  that  m  a  tariff  of  duties,  pur- 
porting to  encourage  domestie  maaufiictures,  the 
raw  materials  for  such  a  ma&ulactufe  as  the  die^ 
tailing  of  rum  from  mdasses  (oae  «f  the  oldest 
■lAiiufaetures  in  the  coontnr,  and  intimately  con- 
nected with  the  lumber,  nshisg,  eoastmg,  and 
West  India  trade)  should  ke  taxed,  as  before 
Btwted,  to  about  one-half  of  its  firat  coat. 

NATH.  HALL,  and  Mm, 


PBOTBCTION  TO  MANUFACTURES. 

{Cammnnicaled  to  the  Senate,  April  10^  1820J 

lb  Me  Sawte  mtd  Mamt  of  BepMimMna  ^  ike 

Unitfd  SMti  .- 

The  memorial  of  the  Pennsylwiaia  Society  for 
die  encouragement  of  American  amiufaetarea  re- 
spectfully showeth :  That  your  memorialists  have 
Tead,  with  the  deepest  regret,  two  remonstraooes 
pveaented  to  your  faonoraUe  Houses,  from  agrieul- 
Isral  societies  in  tiie  State  of  Virginia,  dqirecat- 
ihg  your  interposition,  kk  hfv^t  of  the  maaufactur- 
ing  otrt  of  the  community. 

These  documents,  containing  sondry  aUegations 
i^micas  to  your  memonalists,  and  resting,  as  shatt 
he  made  to  appear,  on  an  unsound  basis,  require  a 
detailed  investigation,  to  which  we  respectfully  re- 
quest your  attention. 

We  must  premise,  that  we  should  have  hoped 
that  the  ruin  of  so  many  of  the  manufoeturers, 
the  depressed  state  of  those  who  have  hitherto 
reaped  the  situation  in  which  their  brethren  have 
been  involved,  and  the  distresses  <^  that  class 
whose  sole  dependence  is  on  their  labor,  wo«dd 
have  prevented  this  unldnd  interference,  calcuk- 
led  ID  continue  their  suier»|;s ;  that  the  generous 
sympathy  which  their  situation  ought  to  nav>e  ex- 
eitea  in  the  breasts  of  feUow-citizens,  embarlted 
in  one  common  cause,  woidd  have  averted  this 
hiostitity,  even  had  all  the  allegations  of  the  re- 
monstrances been  irrefragable ;  whereas,  we  hope 


to  ^ve  that  audi  aa  are  of  aay 
easily  suseeptihle  of  refoialioo.  The'  daaappQiB!^ 
mentfiUs  us  with  surprise  mmA  regret,  aad  isil 
calculated  to  foster  those  kind  reganUaod  sttKh'^ 
menfes  which  ought  to  subaist  aoaoa^  mcBibcBs  ef 
t^e  sane  community,  and  which  we  have  always 
cherished  towards  our  agrkaltmBai  fHlhni'  liiiiiiM 

But  car  appeal  and  tMt  of  our  brethm  has  not 
been  made  to  the  genenoattiy  or  compaaaa^  of  our 
foUow-^itisefls.  We  appeal  to  thctr  hmmor — to 
their  justice.  We  adc,  at  lengdi,  afta  a  k]He  of 
thirty  years  in  which  the  GovenuMiit  haaeatiatad, 
for  a  share  of  that  protection  so  lMW»iliiyH|  bfr> 
stowed  upon  commerce,  and  which  agricaltDte,  as 
will  appear,  has  abmidantly  eDfoyed. 

The  allegacioiis  of  the  agrieimHal  aocaeiieB  are 
prinoipaily  coi^iied  to  three  pointa : 

1.  The  extortions  said  to  have  been  eaonuttsd 
by  manufiictarers  during  the  war. 

2.  The  danM  and  offeeaMon  of  aoaopoliei, 
exclusive  pririleges,  dec. 

8.  The  injustice  ofafibrdioffprolectioit  to  maa^ 
afoclores,  when  agricttltoce  JnKlaiBis  afl  protec- 
tion. 

There  ve  amidry  miner  points,  whicli  we  ahdL 
pass  over,  in  order  to  avoid  prtdiuty. 

The  eunge  of  eaturtkia  is  eoucfaed  in  these 
words: 

'*We  submit  respectfully  to  jtmt  wisdom  the 
impolicjr  of  subjecting  so  large  a  nortioii  of  yoar 
lelKMr^ctiBens  to  auoh  anreasonaue  cupidity ;  of 
laying  them  at  the  mercy  of  an  assoeiatiany  vrhjehy 
competition  beine  removed,  will  no  kager  coaader 
the  mtriMc  value  of  an  article,  or  what  price 
would  afford  a  fair  profit  to  the  mAnufoetBier,  baa 
how  much  die  aeeessities  of  the  eonaoner  woafti 
enable  them  to  extort  Of  diis  supine  we  had  a 
suffieient  qiecimen  during  our  late  eoniest  wich 
Great  Britain." 

This  uncharitable  aceosatioii  we  Inipe  to  prove 
wholly  destitute  of  foundation.  The  aitide  on 
which  it  ehiety  rests  is  siqpeffiae  koaddo^ 
which  was  raisid  from  eight  or  nine  dolani  the 
price  before  the  war,  to  twelve,  thirteen,  and  tour- 
teen,  dving  the  war.  The  reaaoninga^ilicable 
to  tnis  case  applies  with  equal  Ibroe  lo  all  the 
others. 

Ail  doubt  of  the  in  jnatice  of  this  allegation  wiH 
be  bid  at  rest  forever  by  the  simple  foot  ikat  me- 
rino wool,  the  raw  material  of  that  doth,  whu^ 
before  and  Portly  after  the  oommcBcement  of  the 
war,  was  sold  at  seveaty-five  cents  per  pomid,  was 
raised  during  the  war  to  three  and  foar  dollars — 
an  advance  of  three  hundred  per  ceatt^  so  that 
there  was  less  profit  per  cent  on  the  ca|»tal  caa- 
ployed  by  the  manuiacturer  at  high  prices  of  the 
cloth,  so  much  the  subject  of  complaiiit,  than  at 
the  former  moderate  price. 

We  trust  that  this  strong  foet,  which  can  he 
jaediciaily  proved  at  the  bar  of  your  Hoaaea,  will 

Erevent  any  man  of  honor  or  caitdor,  as  he  valoBs 
is  reputation,  from  ever  again  repeatiag  so  «»- 
founded  an  accasataon. 

But  if  we  have  never  retorted  this  chaorgaafamat 
our  accusers,  if  we  have  forbwae  recrinasaiion, 
ithasnot  been  for  want  of  materials,  bat  from  an 
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unwittiiigneas  to  chemh  aa  nokiod  ami  unlricBd- 
ly  spirtt  towards  our  feUownatizeiw.  And  now, 
notwiijbstaiiding  the  repeated  and  wanton  provoea- 
tibns  we  bave  receiTed,  we  renrt  to  the  meaeiive 
with  pain.  We  ahoidd  gkdl|[  have  burled  in  obli- 
▼ion  aU  owr  cavses  of  complaint,  and  cheriBhed  a 
kind  and  irateraal  ipirit^n  the  hope  of  exciting  a 
suitable  ccaipcocalioa.  Bnl  the  style  and  manner 
of  the  aocQsations  against  as,  tlwir  onccasiag  re- 
petition, the  iiostile  dispositioa  thejr  display,  and 
the  roinoQs  consequeaoes  they  ate  cakuiated  to 
produce  on  the  ganeml  wemtre  of  the  nation, 
reader  it  a  dui^  to  oiurselves,  to  ear  eoontry,  and 
to  the  canse  ol  truth,  to  prove  that  our  aososers 
are  far  from  invutnef able  in  tjiis  point,  and  aare 
under  high  obligations  to  us  for  past  fqrocaraace. 

In  the  year  1788  flour  was  four  dollars  per  bar- 
rel in  our  seaports,  which  was  ngarded  as  a  fair 
and  libend  price,  in  the  next  year  the  deouind 
for  the  supply  of  France  took  plaoe,  and  this  arti- 
cle was  raised  to  fire  and  six  dollars;  frem  Tear 
to  year  afterwards  it  rose  to  ten,  twelve,  and  mor- 
teen  dollars ;  and  probably  it  averaged,  dwing  the 
whole  of  ^e  French  rerolutioD,  aboYc  ten«  We 
submit  to  a  eandid  world  whether  this  fact  does 
not  more  completely  establish  the  charge  of  ^extor- 
tioOf"  than  the  rise  of  broadcloth  firom  eight  or 
nine  to  fourteen  dollars,  or  even  to  thirty,  had  it 
taken  plaoe.  when  the  raw  material  rose  from 
aerenty-five  ooits  to  four  dollars  per  pound;  and 
whether  the  rise  on  the  wool  itself  is  not  inoom- 
parably  more  ^^eztorlionate'^  than  that  on  the 
hroadclolii?  The  latter  was  not  only  justifiable, 
but  impiously  necessary,  by  the  rise  which  we 
have  slated  on  the  raw  material ;  bat,  for  the  rise 
on  wool  or  flour,  no  such  reason  eaisted*  It  Hd 
not  proceed  from  any  advance  <^in  the  intrinsic 
vaJoe  of  the  article,'' to  borrow  the  words  of  the 
Petersbure  remonstrance,  ^  nor  from  a  considera- 
tion of  wnat  prke  would  afford  a  fair  profit  to  the" 
&rmecs;  '^but  how  much  the  necessities  of  the 
consumers  enabled  them  to  eslort." 

At  the  same  period  (17^)  butter  was  ten  oents 
per  pcHmd ;  beef  and  p(»kflve  eents ;  tobacco  three 
or  four;  and  all  other  agrieokural  artides  in  the 
same  proportion.  They  have  smce  been  raised 
from  one  to  two  hundred  per  cent,  above  those 
prices.  Yet  we  bav«  never  aliped  against  the 
tarmers  or  idaaters  the  odious  charge  of  ^  estor- 
tion,"  at  wnicfa  they  would  have  pev<dted.  Have 
tiiey,  we  oak,  a  r^t  to  raise  their  piices  one  or 
two  himdbed  per  cent,  at  pleasure,  when  the  de- 
niand  warrants  it,  without  ^  extortion ;"  and  yet 
to  wound  the  feelings  and  injuse  the  chasacters  of 
their  fellow-citizens,  by  the  odious  imputatioa  of 
^  extortion,"  when  tne  advance  of  the  raw  material 
bf  tbennelvcs  renders  a  rise  of  manufactures  ne- 
cessary *?  If  this  be  a  ehaitered  privilege,  we 
wish  to  know  whence  it  is  derived,  and  by  what 
tennre  it  is  held.  Seriously,  we  presume  this  to 
be  tbe  strongest  illustration  of  ^  parable  <tf  the 
beam  and  the  mote  that  the  variegated  iluajtory  of 
mankind  presents. 

Fioof  is  now  four  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents 
per  barrel  on  the  seaboard.  Should  war  or  famme 
take  place  in  Europe,  the  prioe  :yrouid  bp  immedi- 


atelv  raned  one,  two,  three,  four,  or  five  dqltes 
per  barrel ;  and  in  proportion  to  the  intensity  of 
the  distress  would  be  the  tax  levied  on  the  con- 
sumers in  this  cottDtrv.  There  are  about  three 
millions  of  white  people  in  the  United  Stales  not 
engaged  in  agriculture,  who  consume,  on  an  aver- 
age, two  barrels  of  flour  per  annum.  A  rise  of 
three  dollars,  which  might  takepkce  immedktely. 
in  case  of  a  very  extraordinary  demand,  woula 
amount,  on  this  article,  to  a  gain  of  eighteen  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  kvied  by  the  farmers  on  the  vest 
of  the  community  during  the  ensuing  year,  exclu- 
sive of  probably  an  equaTamount  on  all  other  agri- 
enltwal  productions,  liable  to  a  proportionate  ad- 
vance of  price.  And  this  ia  not  a  mere  hypothesis 
of  what  may  occur;  it  is  the  history  of^the  last 
thirty  years,  and  of  the  immense  prices  (again  to 
borrow  the  vituperant  knguage  of  the  remoa- 
stiaace)  which  "  the  necessities  of  the  consumers 
Cave  enabled"  the  farmers  ^  to  extort.^ 

Nothing  but  the  endless,  ibe  irritating  misrepre- 
sentatioas  we  have  experienced,  would  induce  us 
to  retort  this  stroD^  language  upon  our  aocufiers. 

The  United  Agricultural  Soeietks  of  Vir^nia 
prefer  a  ckim  to  a  high  degree  of  superiority  over 
the  other  classes  of  the  community,  which  cdk  for 
observation.    They  state  that — 

*^  In  every  nation,  with  whose  internal  affairs 
we  are  familiarly  acquainted^  tb«  landed  ioterest 
has  been  proverbial  for  their  liberality  in  cogoctpar- 
ison  with  any  other  class." 

It  is  unfortunate  that  this  assumption  of  liber- 
ality appears  in  an  instrument,  the  direct  object  of 
which  IS  to  bar  the  door  to  the  relief  of  their  fel- 
low-citizens, and  to  consign  them  and  dieir  fami- 
lies to  that  wretchedness  and  ruin  which  has  be- 
fallen so  many  of  their  brethren!  Before  this 
claim  to  '*  proverbial  liberatity"  can  be  admitted, 
proofs  must  be  adduced  different  from  the  docu- 
ment in  which  it  is  asserted.  The  contrast  be- 
tween this  strong  assumption  and  the  object  of  the 
remonstrance,  though  very  striking,  is  not  uncom- 
mon. £very  day's  experience  so  strongly  proves 
the  extreme  discrepancy  between  profession  aud 
practice,  that  no  illustration  can  he  necessary. 

The  societies  distinctly  hold  forth  to  the  world 
that  agriculture  neither  has  been,  nor  is,  secured 
by  "  protecting  duties."    They  state — 

<<We  solicit  not  the  fostering  care  or  patronage 
of  the  Legiskture  to  allevkte,  by  bounties,  mo- 
nopolies, or  protecting  duties,  calamities  in  thepr 
nature  as  inevitaUe  as  they  are  incurable  byJ^giB- 
lative  interposition.'^ 

The  Fredericksburg  Society  also  state— 

"We  ask  no  tax  upon  manufacturers  for  o^r 
benefit.  Neither  do  we  ask  any  thing  of  Govern- 
ment, to  enable  us  to  cultivate  the  soil  as  we  could 
wish." 

The  high  character  of  the  members  of  those  so- 
cieties foroids  the  supposition  that  this  was  an  in- 
tentional misstatement.  We  are,  therefore,  inex- 
pressibly astonished  at  the  utter  unacquaintance 
with  the  real  state  of  the  case  betrayed  in  these 
quotations,  which  evinces  how  superficially  these 
gentlemen  studied  the  subject  on  which  they  un- 
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4ertook  to  interpose  to  prevent  the  success  of  oar 
applications  for  relief. 

The  view  they  present  is  so  far  from  fact,  that  it 
is  the  reverse  ot  tact.  The  average  of  duties  on 
auch  agricultural  productions  as  are  usually  im- 
ported mto  this  country  has  been,  from  the  com- 
jneneement  of  the  Government,  far  higher  than 
those  on  manufactures. 

We  will  state  the  case  at  two  periods,  remote 
from  each  other,  viz.,  1789  and  1820.  The  inter- 
mediate space  exhibits  the  same  features. 

In  the  former  period,  cheese  was  subject  to  a 
duty  equal  to  fifty-seven  per  cent ;  indigo  sixteen, 
snuff  ninety,  manufactured  tobacco  one  hundred, 
coab  fifteen,  hemp  and  cotton  twelve ;  whereas, 
seven-eighths  of  all  the  manufactures  imported, 
including  cottons,  woollens,  and  iron,  were  sub- 
ject to  only  five  per  cent.  This,  we  presume,  is 
full  proof  of  the  inequality  of  the  system  of  legis- 
lation with  which  the  Government  commenced, 
and  of  the  care  with  which  the  agriculturists,  who 
formed  the  great  mass  of  the  National  Legislature, 
guarded  their  own  interests. 

Hemp,  at  present,  is  subject  to  a  duty  equiva- 
lent to  twenty-six  per  cent. ;  cotton  thirty,  cheese 
ninety,  spirits  eighty,  snuff  seventy-five,  manufac- 
tured tobacco  one  hundred,  coals  thirty -eight  and 
a  half,  sugar  thirty-seven  and  a  half,  and  potatoes 
fifteen — averaging  fifty-eiffht  per  cent.  Few  other 
articles,  the  product  of  the  earth,  are  imported ; 
but  they  are  all,  except  three  or  four,  subject  to  fif- 
teen per  cent. 

Ofthe  manufactures  imported  in  the  year  1818, 
one  twenty-fifth  part  paid  a  duty  of  seven  and  a 
half  per  cent.,  one-third  fifteen,  one-sixth  twenty, 
twu-nfths  twenty-five,  and  one  twenty-fifth  part 
thirty  per  cent.* 

On  this  striking  contrast,  which  affords  no  proof 
of  "  the  pro7erbial  liberality"  of  the  landed  inter- 
est, we  offer  but  a  single  comment.  It  adds  one  to 
the  numerous  melancholy  instances  with  which 
history  abounds,  that  where  one  particular  inter- 
^t  predominates  in  a  l^islative  body,  t^e  others 
rarely  experience  impartial  justice.  We  will  no- 
tice only  one  article,  which  places  in  a  strong 
point  of  liffht  the  different  degree  of  protection  ex- 
perienced by  agriculture  and  manufactures.  Cot- 
ton, a  raw  material,  is  subject  to  a  duty  of  thirty 
per  cent.,  and  the  freight  is  about  the  same.  The 
cotton  planter  has  therefore  a  protection  of  sixty 
per  cent. ;  whereas  fine  muslins  and  cambrics  pay 
but  twenty-seven  and  a  half  per  cent,  duty,  and 
the  freight  is  not  more  than  one  or  two  per  cent. 
Thus,  the  planter,  who  disclaims  the  idea  of  "  pro- 
tection," has  an  advantage  over  his  manufacturing 
fellow-citizens  of  above  thirty  per  cent.,  indepen- 
dent of  the  immense  difference  between  the  pro- 
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taction  neeeBary  for  aitidea  produced  by  agikai- 
tore  and  those  by  machinery.  It  may  be  assamed. 
without  danger  of  contradiction,  that  cotton  would 
be  better  protected  bv  a  daty  of  twenty  per  cent 
than  cambrics  or  muslins  by  sixty  or  seventy.  We 
do  not  find  that  the  tariff  of  any  otber  cotratry 
whatever  presents  such  an  extraordinary  feature. 

Great  emphasis  is  laid,  by  the  ajriicnltaral  so- 
cieties, on  the  danger  of  ^  monopoiieB  granted  to 
one  class  or  order  at  the  expense  of  anoSbcr." 

This  forms  a  fertile  theme,  on  which  they  des- 
cant very  freely.    Thev  remonstrate  against — 

"  Unequal  and  partial  taxes,  awarding  cxdnsive 
privileges,  or  sustaining  the  manufactoicn  in  the 
enjoyment  of  oppressive  monopolies,  which  are 
ultimately  to  grind  us  and  our  cnildroa  after  ns  to 
dust  and  ashes." 

"  In  this  way  alone  can  the  benefits  of  good  gov- 
ernment be  equalized  among  the  Tarious  onlen 
and  classes  of  society,  the  prosperity  and  happiaess 
of  which  depend  not  upon  immunities,  priviifges, 
and  monopolies  granted  to  one  class  or  order  at 
the  expense  of  another,"  d&c. 

We  are  constrained  to  state,  that  the  want  of 
due  consideration  which  prevails  thronghont  the 
remonstrances  is  here  voy  conspieuons.  Mono- 
poly, according  to  Johnson,  means  ''  the  exclusive 
Eriv liege  of  sdins  any  thing."  And  a  monopo- 
St,  according  to  me  same  authority,  is  ''one  who, 
by  engrossing  or  by  patent,  obtains  the  sole  power 
or  privilege  of  vending  any  commodity."  There 
b  not,  therefore,  such  a  thing  or  pemn  in  this 
countiy  as  a  monopoly  or  monc^polist;  nor,  whiie 
oar  present  Ck>nstitation  exists,  can  there  be  a  mo- 
nopoly. For,  suf^pose  manufactures  of  wool,  cot- 
ton, iron,  and  leather  were  altogether  prohilated, 
those  branches  would  be  open  to  the  admission, 
and  consequently  to  the  competition,  of  any  ptrt 
of  the  community — to  farmers  as  wdl  as  others, 
and  even  to  capitalists  from  any  and  ever^  part  of 
£urope,  if  they  judged  proper  to  embark  m  them. 
Where,  then,  is  the  monopoly  7 

While  the  agricultural  societies  were  thus  de- 
nouncing what  they  thought  proper  to  brand  with 
the  odious  term  ^^  monopoly,"  they  did  not  reflect 
that  they  were  themselves  far  more  liable  to  the 
accusation  than  those  against  whom  they  preferred 
it.  The  ffreat  mass  of  the  manuftctnred  articies 
purchased  by  the  farmers  and  plantets  of  the 
Southern  States,  and  probably  one-half  of  what 
are  purchased  by  those  in  the  others,  are  imported. 
Whereas,  the  manufacturers  of  the  United  States 
have  not  consumed  of  foreign  articles  of  food  and 
drink,  since  the  organization  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, two  per  cent 

Thus,  while  there  has  been  an  incessant  clamor 
against  ''the  monopoly"  of  the  manufacturers, 
whose  market  is  open  to  and  engrossed  by  rivab 
from  half  the  nations  of  Europe,  it  appears  that 
the  farmers  and  planters  have  what  they  term  ''a 
monopoly ;"  which,  however,  is  only  an  ezdosive 
supply  of  the  home  market.  It  may  be  doobierf 
whether  a  more  extraordinary  case  is  on  record. 

We  shall  conclude  our  observations  on  those 
memorials  with  one  further  extract. 

''To  guard"  (the  Fredericksbuiff  Society  ob- 
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serves)  '^aflBinst  the  possibility  of  misapprehen- 
sion, we  take  this  occasion  to  say  that  we  are  in- 
capable of  feeling  any  thing  like  enmity  against 
manufacturers,  or  any  other  useful  description  of 
citizens,  but  heartily  wish  them  aU  the  success  to 
which  their  skill  and  industry  may  entitle  them, 
in  whateyer  way  applied." 

This  declaration  would  have  been  more  accep- 
table, aad  claimed  our  gratitude,  had  it  not  ac- 
companied an  attempt,  on  the  part  of  those  who 
make  it,  to  do  us  all  the  injury  in  their  power  to 
inflict;  to  prevent  a  compliance  with  our  just 
claims,  and  to  perpetuate  our  present  intolerable 
sufferings. 

Your  memorialists  ngrei  to  find  that  the  same 
adverse  spirit  towards  them  that  prevails  amon^ 
these  small  bodies  of  their  agricultural  fellow-citi- 
zens has  been  excited  among  a  portion  of  the  mer- 
cantile class.  They  request  your  favorable  hear- 
ing of  a  few  remarks  on  the  memorial  of  the 
merchants  of  Salem  on  this  subject.  It  "  calb  the 
attention  of  Congress  to  measures  that  have  re- 
cently been  proposed,  and  apparently  approved,  for 
the  purpose  of  prohibiting  the  importation  of  for- 
eign woollen  and  cotton  goods." 

Your  memorialists  are  constrained  to  state  that 
this  view  is  very  uncandid.  They  never  did  con- 
template '*a  prohibition  of  foreign  cotton  and 
woollen  goods,"  generally.  There  is  not  a  sane 
man  in  the  country  who,  if  he  had  the  power, 
would  enact  a  total  exclusion.  A  large  portion 
of  those  goods  is  not,  and  for  a  long  time  to  come 
cannot  m,  manufactured  in  this  country^  and 
therefore  must  be  imported.  Your  memorialists 
deprecate  aad  solemnly  protest  against  the  influ- 
ence of  a  system  which  has  been  heretofore  too 
successfully  pursued ;  that  is,  defeating  their  fair 
and  legitimate  obiecis,  by  ascribing  to  them  views 
which  they  wholfy  disclaim.  Of  this  unfair  sys- 
tem, their  dearest  interests  have  been  freouently 
the  victims.  Were  it  necessary,  they  could  pro- 
duce numerous  instances  of  early  and  recent  date. 

"  If  we  are  not  willing  to  receive  foreign  manu- 
factures, we  cannot  reasonably  suppose  that  foreign 
nations  will  receive  our  raw  materials." 

''  We  cannot  force  them  to  become  buyers  when 
they  are  not  sellers,  or  to  consume  our  cottons 
when  they  cannot  pay  the  price  in  their  own 
fabrics." 

^'  We  cannot  expect  them  to  carr^  on  a  ruinous 
trade,  when  the  profit  is  all  on  our  side." 

These  fMiragraphs  are  liable  to  the  exceptions 
urged  against  the  preceding  one.  They  assume 
the  extraordinary  idea,  (which  insanity  alone  could 
harbor,)  that  importation  is  expected  to  be  wholly 
]>rohibited.  All  that  is  necessary  for  the  restora- 
tion of  the  country,  and  for  the  prosperity  of  the 
manufacturers,  is  such  a  modification  of  the  tarifi* 
as  will  reduce  our  imports  within  the  limits  of  our 
exports,  and  prevent  our  manufactures  and  manu- 
facturcfs  from  beiuff  overwhelmed  by  the  inordi- 
nate inundation  of  ioreign  fabrics. 

''  While  the  manufacturers  are  left  free  to  engage 
in  their  own  peculiar  pursuits,  enjoying,  in  com- 
mon with  others,  a  reasonable  protection  from  the 
Government,  the  memorialists  trust  it  is  no  undue 


claim  on  their  part  to  plead  for  the  freedom  of 
commerce  also,  as  the  natural  ally  of  agriculture 
and  naval  greatness." 

There  is  an  assumption  here  of  "  freedom  for  the 
manufacturers,"  which  is  not  warranted  by  the 
fact.  When  their  business  is  annihilated,  and 
themselves  ruined  by  the  immoderate  introduction 
of  foreien  merchandise,  as  has  occurred  to  too 
many  of  them,  can  it  be  said  that  they  "are free  to 
engage  in  their  own  peculiar  pursuits?"  We  will 
render  this  plain,  by  applying  it  to  the  case  of  the 
merchants.  The  vessels  employed  in  the  coasting 
trade  for  thirty  years  have  averaged  about  four 
hundred  thousand  tons  annually.  Were  foreign 
vessels  allowed  to  engage  in  tnat  trade,  to  the 
amount  of  three  hundred  thousand  tons,  would  it 
not  be  a  mockery  were  the  merchants  informed, 
while  their  ships  were  rotting  at  the  wharves,  ana 
themselves  reduced  to  bankruptcy,  that  "  they  were 
free  to  engage  in  their  own  peculiar  pursuits?" 
And  is  it  not  a  perfectly  analogous  case,  when  the 
manufacturers  are  ruined,  and  their  machinery 
rotting  and  rusting  througn  the  extravagant  influx 
of  foreign  articles,  to  be  gravely  told  that  they 
are  "  free  to  engage  in  their  own  peculiar  pur- 
suite  ?" 

"  It  is  a  sound  political  maxim,  that  the  more 
free  trade  is,  and  the  more  widely  it  circulates,  the 
more  sure  will  be  its  prosperity.  Every  restriction 
which  is  not  indispensable  for  the  purposes  of  rev- 
enue is  a  shoal  which  will  impede  its  progress,  and 
not  unfrequently  jeopard  ite  security." 

The  doctrine  here  advanced^  on  the  broad  and 
unqualified  scale  on  which  it  is  predicated,  is  un- 
sound and  contrary  to  the  practice  of  the  most 
prosperous  States,  and  to  tne  principles  of  the 
wisest  statesmen.  Can  the  prosperity  of  trade  be 
promoted  by  the  free  introduction  of  foreign  luxu- 
ries, which  destroy  the  industry  of  our  own  citizens? 
Has  it  been  promoted  by  the  immoderate  quanti- 
ties of  goods  imported  into  this  country,  whereby 
ite  circulating  medium  has  been  exhausted,  and 
an  enormous  debt  contracted  for  articles  which 
our  own  citizens  could  have  supplied  ? 

To  test  this  plausible  maxim,  which  has  done 
infinite  injury  to  this  country,  we  will,  as  in  the 
former  case,  apply  it  to  the  merchante  themselves. 
The  use  of  foreign  vessels  is  almost  virtually  pro- 
hibited in  this  country  by  "  restrictions  not  indis- 
pensable for  the  purposes  of  revenue."  Suppose 
these  "  restrictions"  were  removed,  and  that  foreign 
vessels  were  entitled  to  the  same  privileges  as  our 
own.  what  would  be  the  conscMiuence?  They 
would  be  employed  here  in  large  numbers,  to  the 
rain  of  the  merchante  and  ship- builders.  Would 
they  notj  in  that  case,  as  zealously  contend  against 
the  maxim  as  they  now  uphold  it?  And  can  there 
be  any  just  reason  why  tne  manufacturer,  entitled 
to  equal  righte  with  tne  merchant,  should  be  ra- 
ined by  forei^  rivals,  and  the  merchant  secured 
against  this  nvalship  ?  In  the  scales  of  impartial 
justice,  the  righte  of  each  ought  to  have  equal 
weight 

Although  the  merchante  of  Salem  invoke  Con- 
gress in  such  emphatical  terms  to  support  that 
"  freedom  of  trade"  which  impoverishes  the  nation, 
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and)  bf  exposing  their  manufaetniriiig  fettow-cki* 
zens  to  the  eompetition  of  riyak  in  every  quarter 
of  the  world,  has  rained  so  large  a  portion  of  theoi, 
there  is  scarcely  a  session  in  which  the  mercan- 
tile interest  does  not  memorialize  Congress  for 
pcoteclion  against  foreign  competition.  On  this 
conduct,  60  partial  to  themselves,  and  soexoes- 
aively  unkind  to  us,  we  dare  not  trust  ounelTes  to 
comment. 

it  would  extend  this  memorial  to  an  unreason- 
aUe  ieofth  if  we  partteularized  one-half  of  the 
^rolrictioDs"  of  foreim  commerce  in  &vor  of  our 
merchants.  We  shall  conine  ourselves  to  a  few 
prominent  cases  to  prove  that  this  maxim,  now  so 
zealously  urged,  has  had  no  weight  when  the  in- 
terests of  that  class  were  at  stake ;  and  that  the 
^  restrtetioos"  on  foreign  commerce  which  they 
succeeded  in  obtaining,  were  not  only  ^not  indifr- 
pwsabiefor  the  purposes  of  revenue,"  but  in  many 
cases  pernicious  to  it. 

When  the  competition  of  foreign  merchants  in 
the  coasting  track  was  wisely  destroyed  in  the 
very  ootaet  of  the  Qovernmeat,  by  a  heavy  pro^ 
hibitory  tonnage  duty,  and  afterwards  by  positive 
prohibition,  was  this  measure  '^  indiqiensabie  for 
the  purposes  of  revenue  ?"  Was  it  not,  according 
to  the  oalem  menu>nal,  a  <'  shoal  to  impede  the 
promss  of  trade?" 

When,  in  the  first  session  of  Congress,  fbreigii 
merchants  were  excluded  from  the  China  trade 
by  extra  duties  on  teas  imported  in  foreign  vessels, 
averaging  one  hundred  and  seven  per  cent.,  were 
they  *^ necessary  for  the  purposes  of  revenue?" 
Dsa  they  not  rather  impair  the  revenue? 

When,  mofe  recently,  an  extm  tonna^pe  duly  of 
two  doUan  per  ton  was  imposed  on  foreign  vessels 
arriving  from  ports  which  American  venels  were 
not  allowed  to  enter,  was  this  '*  necessary  for  the 
purposes  of  revenue  7"  Where  then  was  tne  alarm 
ftbeai  "  shoals  to  impede  the  progress  of  trade?" 

Was  the  act  prohibitittg  the  introductioii  of  plaft- 
icr  of  Paris  in  foreign  vessels  '^necessary  for  the 
purposes  of  revenue?" or  was  it  not  rather  ^« 
shoal  to  impede  the  progress  of  trade  ?" 

Was  the  act  passed  in  a  late  session  of  Congress, 
of  which  the  oDject  was  to  coerce  the  Britisu  na- 
tion to  abandon  the  chief  feature  of  thek  naviga^ 
tioa  act,  which  they  prize  so  highly^  "  necessary 
for  the  purposes  of  revenue?"  fias  it  not,  on  the 
ooBtrary,  injuriously  affected  revenue  and  agricul- 
ture? 

And,  in  ine,  we  ask,  and  hope  for  a  fair  and 
explicit  answ«r,  whether  the  strc»g  *^  restrictions" 
now  conlemplated  against  both  Grant  Britain  and 
Fmnee  are  **  necessary  for  the  purposes  of  rev- 
enue?" Whether  th^  are  not,  like  the  former, 
<^ shoals  to  jeopard"  agriculture  and  '^revenue  V* 

The  acts  above  alluded  to,  and  a  great  variety 
of  others  which  abound  in  our  statute  book,  do  not 
require  much  comment  They  speak  a  language 
not  to  be  misunderstood.  It  appears,  and  cannot 
foil  to  astonish  your  honorable  Houses^  that  while 
the  merchants  nave,  from  the  commencement  of 
the  Government,  applied  for  and  been  favored  with 
^^restrictions"  not  only  <<ttot  necessary  for  the  pur- 
poses of  revenue,"  but  in  many  oases  pernicious  to 


it,  n  portion  of  them  now  use  nli  tkeir  eneigks  to 
defeat  the  reasonable  obieets  of  year  memomltsb, 
and  consign  them  to  destraetioo,  on  the  gmmd 
that  the  restrictions  contemplated  are  ^not  neeo- 
sary  for  the  purposes  of  revenue." 

"One  sacrifice  is  to  be  demnnded  after  nnother ; 
one  prohibition  heaped  upon  another  mitil  ail  the 
sources  of  foceicn  commeroe  are  dried  op;  and 
draMstic  manufectures,  snuaJMed  by  cnormoQs 
faotttttics,  absorb  the  whole  moneyed  capital  of  the 
nation." 

It  ill  becomes  the  advocates  of  a  commerce 
*^  sustained  by  enormous  bounties,"  in  d»  shape  of 
tributes  to  mrbary  Powers ;  foreign  inlocoiirse ; 
a  most  oppressive  naval  e^penditnrc,  amnnntmg 
for  the  current  year  to  93^MfiO0;  a eommecce 
which  has  entailed  on  the  nation  a  war  ddvt  af 
nearly  ^,000^000,  to  hold  this  language  te^itet- 
ing  manufactures,  on  which  the  Goveiunent  has 
never  expended  a  single  cent  in  thirty  yeais. 
And  what,  we  ask,  has  called  fatih  this  camhat* 
ical  denunciation  of  manafiictiwes  ?  Menty  a 
request  on  the  part  of  the  msmufacturers,  of  a 
duty  or  forty  or  fifty  per  ceat.  on  cottons,  wool- 
lens, iron,  and  some  other  afticdes,  in  oidcr  to 
enaueomr  citizens  to  compete  with  the  haif««tuTed 
and  haifHclothed  workmen  of  forei|;ii  nations.  This 
is  the  ttcaaendous  danger  wUeh  is  ^to  dry  id  sH 
the  sources  of  fordgn  commeMe,''  and  **  alisorb  ail 
Uie  moneyed  capital  of  the  nation !" 

We  cannot  forbear  to  state  that  it  is  no  fffoof  of 
theintrinsicgDodneBsof  a  cause,  ivhen  itsadvocates 
are  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  diawiag  hM-colored 
and  extravagant  portraits  of  dangen  which  have 
no  existence  hot  in  their  own  heated  iaiaipBations. 

^  It  is  not  a  little  remait^e  that  these  attempts 
are  not  only  repugnant  to  those  maxims  of  free 
trade  which  the  United  States  haTc  hitherto  so 
forcibly  and  perseveringly  contended  for  as  the 
sure  foundation  of  national  prosperitf,  but  they  are 
pressed  upon  us  at  a  moment  inicn  ue  statesmen 
of  the  Old  World,  in  admimtion  of  the  saccess  of 
our  policv,  are  relaxing  the  rigor  of  their  own  sys- 
tems, and  yielding  diemselves  to  the  rational  doc- 
trine, that  national  wealth  is  best  pronooted  by  a 
free  interchange  of  eomtnodities,  upon  principles  of 
perfect  reciprocity." 

It  is  painful  to  us  to  state  that  this  eadre  para- 
graph rests  upon  untenable  ground.  We  look  in 
vam  for  the  evidences  of  *^  the  national  prosperity" 
on  which  the  merchants  predicate  their  leaaonings. 
Where  are  those  evidences  to  be  found?  Is  it  in 
the  decay  and  destruction  of  so  large  a  portion  of 
the  national  industrv?  If  this  be  a  sign  of  " 
tional  prosperity,"  then  is  diis  nation  prospenuB  to 
a  degree  un^ampled  in  its  annals,  exce|^  in  the  in- 
terval between  the  close  of  the  Revdotionaiy  wir 
and  the  establishment  of  the  miesent  form  c/  gov- 
erment.  Is  it  in  the  ded&ne  ot  commeree  and  nav- 
igation? Is  it  in  the  bankruptcy  of  so  large  t 
poitiim  of  the  merchants,  traders,  and  manmc- 
turers  of  the  country  ?  Is  it  in  the  violeiit  measore 
which  the  Legislatures  of  four  or  Ihre  of  the  Stsies 
have  adopted,  of  arrestiag  the  course  ef  jostioe, 
and  suspending  the  eoUeetionof  debts  I  Is  it  in 
die  augmentation  of  poor  rates,  the  increase  sf 
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anendittote  and  wcmp  hxmam  1  Is  it  in  the  failure 
of  xevenne  lo  the  eBormoiM  amoant  of  |tf^,000,000 
for  the  pment  year?  jb  it  in  the  exclusion  of  one 
of  oor  ebtef  sU^^es  from  the  British  narke^  and 
the  v^  great  depreeiatioa  of  the  price  of  the  rest? 
Is  it,  in  a  wofd,  m  that  state  of  affairs,  justly  cha> 
racterizad  in  a  reeeat  report,  by  the  iMcretary  of 
the  Treasary,  in  these  strong  terms : 

^D«t  Anr  examples  have  occorred  oi  distress  so 
geacnil,  and  so  serere,  as  that  which  has  been  ex- 
&bited  in  the  United  States  V* 

These,  alas!  are  no  symptoms  of  ''national 
prosperity,''  and  of  ^  the  sneeess  of  our  poHey," 
which,  ire  are  toM,  and  with  a  grare  and  sooer 
air,  as  if  the  assertion  w«re  irrefragable,  excites  **•  the 
admiration  of  the  stalesaMn  of  the  Old  World !" 

We  ioeJi  aronad  in  vain,  we  repeat,  for  this 
^^  national  prosperitv,"  which  sooads  socanlivat- 
ia^y.    And  we  looic  equally  in  vain  for  ^  me  ad- 
nuiadoti  of  the  staHesBica  of  the  Old  World,"  of 
''  the  sucecflB  of  oar  policy,^'  which  is  brought  for- 
nqtfd  to  tidde  our  national  vanity.    It  would  be 
vain  to  seek  for  the  ''success  of  a  policy,''  which, 
after  tvpenty  years  of  a  most  extensive  commerce, 
in  wMeh  we  received  eoMrbitant  prices  for  all 
ear  staples,  has,  in  five  years  of  nrolbaad  peace, 
with  abundant  harvests,  and  wholly  free  from  any 
nalttial  calamity,  redooed  an  iateiiigent,  indus- 
ttioiis,  active  population^  possessed  of  almost  every 
possible  advantage  of  soil  and  climate,  with  vrater 
power  nnequallra  in  the  worid,  from  a  towering 
stale  of  proqierity  to  its  present  lamentable  situa- 
tion— a  situation  whiea,  notwithstaadkig  "the 
admiration  of  the  statesmen  of  the  Old  Worid," 
emphatically  warns  us  to  change  a  policy,  which 
bout  our  prosperity  not  on  the  solid  basis  of  na- 
tional industry,  but  on  the  wretched  foundation  of 
foreigtt  wan  and  famtaes^  and  has  rendered  us  de- 
pendent on  foreign  nations  even  for  the  chief  part 
of  the  clothes  we  wear,  although  possessed  of  the 
most  valuable  mw  material  in  the  worid,  to  an 
extent  commensurate  with  the  demand  of  nearly 
half  the  globe. 

But  if  vre  look  in  vain  for  this  "  national  pros- 
perity," for  "  the  success  of  our  policy,"  and  for 
"the  admiration  of  the  statesmen  of  the  Old 
WarUj'^we  look  equally  in  vain  for  "the relax- 
ation of  the  rigor  of  their  system.  When  this  me- 
morial was  dntaghted,  early  in  January  last,  and 
likewise  wiien  it  was  presented  to  Congress,  on  the 
31st  of  that  month,  there  was  not  before  the  Amer- 
ican natioiK  a  traee  of  such  relaxation  in  any  part 
of  £ttrope  wlmtever.  The  assumption,  therefore, 
on  wiocn  so  much  of  the  argument  of  the  memo- 
rial is  predicated  was  unwarianted  by  the  fact. 

The  countries  with  which  the  chief  part  of  our 
interoourae  is  carried  on  are  Ghreat  Britain  and 
France,  hk  the  three  last  years  of  our  domestic 
exports,  aawantiag  to  9193,000,4)00,  there  were 
9H1,000,090  exp<^ted  to  these  two  countries ; 
wheiau,  to  Russia,  Sweden,  Denmark,  Norway, 
Prussia,  the  Haase  Towns,  and  all  the  ports  of 
Germany,  we  only  exported  <(ll,p003000.  Of 
coarse,  we  are  little  interested  in  the  commercial 
snangemeote  ^  those  nations. 
The  signers  of  the  Salem  memorial  are  called 


upon  to  produce  any  symptom  in  Great  Britain  or 
France  of  diis  very  extraordinary  "  admiration," 
or  its  effects.  Our  policy  is  truly  a  subject  of 
"admiration"  for  the  desolation  it  has  produced,  as 
hurricanes  and  tornadoes  are ;  but  not  of  inritation 
to  any  wise  nation.  No  symptoms  of  such  imita- 
tion can  be  found.  On  the  contrary,  the  cords  are 
every  day  drawn  tighter.  So  far  as  respects  France, 
the  ISdinburgh  Review  for  July,  1819,  informs  us 
that^ 

"The  anti-commercial  system  of  the  ex-Bmpe- 
ror,  inistead  of  being  modified  or  repealed,  has,  in 
fact,  been  adopted  in  all  its  extent,  by  his  legitimate 
successors,  and  in  their  hands  has  become  douWy 
effioient." 

No  alteration  has  taken  place  since  that  period. 
We  are  therefore  warranted  to  state  that  the  "ad- 
miration" and  imitation  of  "  the  success  of  our 
policy,"  which  form  so  capital  an  item  in  the  Sa- 
lem memorial,  cannot  be  substantiated  in  France. 
And  the  rigorous  acts  recently  passed  end  now 
contemplate  by  this  Government,  to  counteract 
the  British  restrictive  commercial  policy,  prove 
that  that  nation,  in  like  manner,  does  not  fall 
within  the  description  of  the  Salem  memorial,  as 
excited  to  "admiration"  or  imitation  of  "our  pol- 
icy" by  its  wonderful  "  success." 

When  the  Salem  merchants  laid  down  the 
maxim  that  "  national  wealth  is  best  promoted  by 
a  free  interehange  of  commodities,  upon  principles 
of  perfect  reciprocity,"  did  they  mean  to  convey 
the  idea  that  the  Untted  Stales  enjoy  such  a  "free 
interdiange?"  It  cannot  be.  There  is  no  nation 
in  the  world  which  carries  on  commerce  more 
completdy  destitute  of  "  perfect  reciprocity." 

Our  ports  are  open  to  the  manufactures  of  ail 
theworld.  Whereas,  most  of  the  ports  of  Europe, 
and  all  those  of  the  colonies  of  that  (quarter  of  the 
globe,  are  shut  against  ours.  This  is  a  practical 
commentary  on  me  "pjerfect  reciprocity''  which 
the  Salem  memorial  insinuates  we  enjcnr. 

Again :  we  exchange  necessaries  or  life,  and 
raw  materials  in  the  most  rude  state,  for  manufac- 
tures elaborated  with  the  last  finish  of  human  m- 
dustty  and  skill :  thus,  in  every  case,  we  exchange 
the  labor  of  two  or  three,  and,  in  many,  that  of 
ten,  twenty,  and  thirty  persons  for  one.  Our  cot- 
ton is  returned  to  us  in  a  manufactured  state  at  an 
avenge  of  JSvefold  its  original  cost. 

It  is  this  species  of  one-sided  "  perfect  recipro- 
city" which  has  produced  "a  distress  so  general 
and  severe"  that  ^  few  examples"  of  equal  intensity 
"  have  occurred,"  and  which  has  rendered  the  sit- 
uation of  the  United  States  an  object  of  regret  and 
sympathy  for  its  friends,  and  of  exultation  for  its 
enemies.  It  is  full  time  for  the  guardians  of  the 
nation's  rights  to  secure  to  it  something  like  "  re- 
ciprocity,''in  its  intercourse  with  the  rest  of  the 
world. 

We  cannot  close  dits  memorial  without  express- 
ing our  astonishment  and  rep«t  that  an  idea  could 
ever  have  prevailedof  the  existence  of  hostoUty  be- 
tween the  interests  of  agriculture  and  manuiac- 
tures;  whereas,  the  great  mass  of  the  productions 
of  the  former  derive  their  chief  value  from  the 
market  afbrded  by  the  latter.    TJie  hides,  the 
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skins,  the  furs,  the  wool,  a  large  poition  of  the  cot- 
ton, the  timber,  the  coals,  the  lead,  the  iron,  the 
pitch,  the  tar,  the  turpentine,  the  tallow,  the  indigo, 
the  flax  of  the  farmer,  find  a  ready  sale  among  the 
manufacturers,  who  likewise  consume  of  provisions 
one  thousand  per  cent,  more  than  the  amount  ex- 
ported to  all  the  world  in  the  most  flourishing  pe- 
riod of  our  history. 

Your  memorialists  are  gratified  to  find  that  the 
opposition  to  their  just  requests  has  been  confined 
to  a  small  portion  of  the  two  great  classes  of  their 
fellow-citizens. 

In  submitting  these  premises  to  the  most  serious^ 
attention  of  your  honorable  Houses,  your  memo-* 
rialists  hope  that  you  will  make  such  a  modifica- 
tion of  the  the  tariff  as  will  secure  to  all  perrons 
interested  in  agriculture,  manufactures,  and  com- 
merce, a  full  and  equal  share  of  protection. 

THOS.  LEIPER,  Vice  Preridcnt. 
James  Mea8£,  Secretary  pro  tern. 

Pbiladblphia,  April  3, 1820. 


PROTECTION  TO  MANUFACTURES. 

[Communicated  to  the  House,  April  24,  1820.] 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  JUpreeeutO' 
tivea  in  Congress  assembled: 

The  memorial  of  the  American  Society  of  the 
city  of  New  York  for  the  encouragment  ol  domes- 
tic manufactures  respectfully  represents : 

That  your  memorialists  deem  it  a  duty  incum- 
bent on  them  again  to  address  your  honorable 
body  on  the  subjects  embraced  ia  their  memorial 
of  tne  16th  December  last 

The  excessive  and  continued  importation  of 
foreign  manufactures,  which  is  encoura^  and 
supported  by  the  existing  tariff,  the  credit  given 
for  the  duties,  and  free  sales  at  auction,  have  de- 
stoyed  order  and  safety  in  business,  discouraged 
enterprise,  suspended  labor,  and  excited  the  most 
lively  apprehensions  for  the  future  peace  and  wel- 
fare of  the  country. 

The  facts  that  have  transpired  in  this  market 
recently  are  too  important  in  their  bearing  on  this 
subject  to  pass  unnoticed.  By  statements,  care- 
fully made  out,  it  appears  that,  in  this  city  alone, 
about  twelve  thousand  nackages  of  foreiga  manu- 
factures have  been  sold  at  auction,  from  the  1st 
January  last  to  15th  April  instant,  the  duties  on 
which  are  estimated  at  $1,000,000;  which  sum, 
by  this  short  process,  has  now  become  active  cap- 
ital, loaned  by  this  Government  to  foreign  manu- 
facturers and  their  agents  in  this  country,  in  aid 
of  such  operations,  to  crush  the  enterprise  and  in- 
dustv  of  this  nation. 

The  contrast  between  the  policy  of  this  Qovern- 
ment,  and  that  of  all  the  great  States  of  Europe, 
on  this  subject,  is  appalling  to  every  citizen  who 
reflects  upon  it.  We  admit  a  free  importation  of 
all  the  manufactures  and  products  of.  Europe  and 
India,  subject  only  to  a  li^ht  duty,  payable  at  a 
distant  period.  We  admit  foreign  adventurers, 
immediately  on  landing,  to  compete  with  our  cit- 
izens, in  every  profession,  at  their  very  doors,  free 


from  all  taxes,  and  exonerated  from  nil  the  te^ 
duties  imposed  on  citizens,  while  tbey  exclude 
even  our  breadstufis,  except  'when  threatened  br 
famine ;  and  it  is  equally  notorious  that  they  azc 
making  every  effort  to  exclude  also  oar  cotton,  to- 
bacco, and  other  great  staples,  by  eoooorafinf 
the  production  of  them  in  their  colonies.  They 
impose  high  import  duties,  and  still  higher  excise. 
on  all  foreign  products,  which  are  para  hie  in  ca^ 
on  delivery  of  the  ffoods  from  the  ship  or  piihiic 
stores, 'ana  invariably  secure  peculiar  privileges  lo 
their  subjects  over  foreigners. 

Your  memorialists  cannot  believe  that  your 
honorable  body  have  been  duly  informed  of  the 
deleterious  effects  arisioff  from  tne  existing  system, 
which  is  availed  of  by  ^reiffners,  to  the  utter  luin 
of  all  regular  business  and  honest  industry.  The 
numerous  memorials  presented  this  aessioo  for  re- 
lief, the  distresses  throughout  the  ooontry  gen- 
erally, the  almost  total  stagnation  of  business  in  all 
our  great  cities,  speak  a  language  which  cannot 
be  misunderstood  any  longer.  The  utmost  anx- 
iety exists,  and  is  suspended  on  the  deliberations 
of  your  honorable  body.  The  nation  expects  at 
your  hands  some  efficient  measures  for  rehef  from 
present  embarrassments,  and  security  for  future 
enterprise. 

Your  memorialists,  therefore,  huniUy  hope  that 
Conffress  will  not  adjourn  without  acting  effi- 
cienuy  on  the  important  bills  now  pending  before 
your  honorable  body. 

W.  FEW,  Vim  Pn$itUni. 

Peter  H.  Schemck,  }  o.^^^^.^ 

JoHHB-HYn..         '  \Secrttarus. 


REMONSTRANCE  AGAINST  AN  INCREASE 
OP  DUTIES  ON  IMPORT& 

[Commonicated  to  the  8enste»  April  28,  1$20.] 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  Mo9tae  pf  Rare' 
•entalives  of  the  United  States  of  Ameriea  im  Con- 
gress assembled  .* 

The  memorial  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
the  city  of  Philadelphia  respectfully  shvweth : 

That  we  have  seen,  with  great  coocemf  the  pa>- 
ject  of  a  bill  reported  to  the  House  of  Rqiresenia- 
tives  by  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manu- 
factures, calling  for  a  considerable  increase  of  duties 
on  goods  imported  into  the  United  States.  We 
had  hoped  that,  during  the  uncommon  depression 
of  our  commerce  and  agriculture,  uo  measures 
would  have  been  taken  by  our  Crovemment  to  add 
to  the  accumulated  distress  of  either.  If  the  mere 
item  of  revenue  were  the  only  object  proposed  by 
the  bill,  we  should  think  it  inexpedient,  and  as  by 
no  means  calculated  to  effect  the  end  proposed; 
but,  considering  it  as  calculated  seriously  to  injure 
or  perhaps  destroy  our  foreign  commerce,  and  to 
erect  on  its  ruins  a  manufacturing  system,  incoia- 
uatible  with  our  habits  and  the  state  of  our  papo- 
tation,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  those  who  are  lo  be 
the  victims,  respectfully  to  remonstrate  i^ainst 
such  manifest  ii^ustice. 
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'Whatover  may  be  the  merits  of  the  system  of 
finance  which  has  existed  since  the  adoption  of  the 
Federal  Constitution,  it  is  at  least  entitled  to  suffi- 
cient respect  to  preserve  it  from  alwogation  before 
a  proper  substitute  be  offered.    That  which  is  now 
proposed,  so  far  from  increasing  the  revenue,  will 
in  our  opinion  have  a  contrary  effect,  and  will  at 
the  same  time  tend  to  destroy  our  foreign  com- 
merce, and  introduce  an  unfavorable  change  in  our 
habits  and  morals.    But  we  beg  leave  to  call  your 
leg^islative  attention  especially  to  that  class^  soci- 
ety of  which  we  are  members,  and  to  reflect  upon 
the  consequences  that  will  result,  not  only  to  us, 
bat  also  to  the  numerous  descriptions  of  tradesmen 
and  artisans  who  depend  on  us  for  their  employ- 
ment and  support,  from  any  sudden  and  radical 
change  in  our  present  condition.    Our  capitals,  to 
an  immense  amount,  are  rested  in  shipping,  ware- 
houses, wharves,  and  other  appendages,  belonging 
to  mercantile  establishments.    We  have  been  pre- 
pared  by  education  and  habit  for  the  different 
branches  of  our  calling,  and  are  unfit  for  any  other. 
Are  we  then  to  be  required  to  submit  to  the  de- 
struction of  our  property,  and  to  renounce  the  great 
branch  of  maritime  commerce  which  is  coeval 
-with  the  settlement  of  our  country?    It  is  in  the 
power  of  Congress  to  chanse  our  laws,  but  it  is 
beyond  its  power  to  change  the  force  of  nature  and 
habit.     We  have  an  extensive  line  of  seacoast, 
indented  with  fine  harbors ;  we  have  a  bold  and 
enterprising  population  on  that  seacoast,  to  whom 
the  ocean  has  hitherto  furnished  subsistence  and 
comfort:  they  will,  therefore,  there  is  too  much 
reason  to  believe,  not  be  withdrawn  from  it  by  any 
tariff  that  Congress  may  think  proper  to  estaolish. 
The  honorable,  conscientious  trader,  may  be  com- 
pelled to  abandon  his  calling,  by  reason  of  the 
regulations  which  Congress  may  impose  on  it,  but 
the  smuggler  will  take  his  place,  and  furnish,  on 
easy  terms,  every  article  of  foreign  luxury  on  which 
o  ur  legisla  tors  may  im  pose  prohibitory  duties.   T he 
warehouses  and  shipping  may  be  destroyed,  and 
their  owners  ruined,  out  they  will  be  replaced  bv 
British  ships  and  British  warehouses  at  Montreal, 
St.  Andrew's,  and  on  the  English  side  of  the 


We  hope  that  the  class  of  citizens  who  are  so 
zealously  employed  in  this  great  work  of  change 
-will  be  called  on  to  show  from  what  source  the 
Gk>vemme&t  will  derive  its  revenue  during  the 
period  that  must  intervene  between  the  overthrow 
of  the  present  system  and  the  establishment  of 
another ;  nay,  we  will  even  add,  afler  it  shall  be 
established.  The  duties  on  imports  are  already 
so  high  that  the  consumption  decreases  daily  ;  and 
yet  it  is  proposed  to  increase  the  revenue  by  increa- 
sing the  imposts :  our  own  experience  suggests  a 
Tery  different  remedy.  Another  policy,  and  we 
think  a  better,  would  have  lowered  the  duties,  and 
sought  for  greater  revenue  in  increased  consump- 
tion. Whilst  these  destructive  restrictions  are  to 
be  resorted  to,  we  hear  nothing  of  internal  taxes, 
when  a  moderate  and  wholesome  tax  on  domestic 
spirits  would  nearly  supply,  of  itself,  the  deficiency 
in  the  revenue.  Whatever  may  be  the  object  of 
the  tariff  proposed,  we  respectfully  beheve  the  end 


will  be  such  as  we  have  here  stated.  The  revenue 
will  be  diminished,  and  foreign  commerce  carried 
on  by  fraudulent  dealers.  We  would  ask  the  ad- 
vocates of  this  innovation  for  information  as  to 
what  is  to  be  done  with  our  surplus  agricultural 
productions  during  the  time  of  this  violent  restric- 
tion on  foreign  commerce.  We  know  well  how 
it  is  to  be  disposed  of  when  our  country  shall  be 
covered  with  workshops  and  manufiictories.  We 
are  then  to  consume  it  ourselves.  But,  as  the  in- 
terval will  certainly  be  of  many  years  duration,  it 
is  necessary  to  make  some  previous  arrangement 
for  the  disposal  of  this  important  item.  If  we  tax 
to  prohibition  the  produce  of  other  countries,  those 
countries  will  do  the  same  by  ours.  We  have  a 
notable  instance  in  the  duties  imposed  by  us  on 
the  wines  of  Portugal  and  Spain.  Of  these  we 
destroyed  the  consumption  by  excessive  duties  $ 
Spain  and  Portugal  have  destroyed  the  consump- 
tion of  our  corn  and  flour  by  the  same  means. 
This  fine  branch  of  trade  was  thus  destroyed  ;  and 
how  does  the  account  stand  with  the  parties  now  ? 
Why,  we  drink  whiskey  that  pays  no  duties,  and 
Spain  and  Portugal  get  grain  from  other  countries. 
We  imposed  high  duties  on  British  goods,  and  a 
restrictive  duty  on  her  tonnage ;  she  defeated  our 
tonnage  duty  by  an  equivalent  duty  on  our  tonnage, 
and  superadded  a  bounty  to  her  own.  We  were 
glad  to  compound,  by  agreeing  to  remove  all  dis- 
criminative auties  and  lounties  on  the  shipping  of 
both  nations.  Had  we  also  agreed  to  diminish 
our  duties  on  such  of  her  manufictures  as  cannot, 
for  a  long  time,  interfere  with  our  own,  we  should 
proteihly  not  have  witnessed  the  very  extraordinary 
efforts  which  she  has  lately  made  to  procure  cot- 
ton, the  great  staple  of  our  Southern  States,  from 
the  East  Indies,  to  the  great  prejudice  of  the  value 
of  ours.  She  would  ffladly  take  our  raw  mate- 
rials, and  pay  us  in  such  manutactures  as  we  shall 
be  unable  to  rival,  with  the  aid  even  of  prohibitory 
duties,  for  a  long  series  of  years.  But,  if  we  take 
measures  to  lessen  the  sale  of  her  goods,  she  will 
not  be  backward  in  retaliating,  by  lessening,  as 
much  as  she  can,  the  consumption  of  our  raw  ma- 
terials. Unfortunately,  we  nave  no  productions 
of  a  character  so  peculiar  as  to  defy  competition, 
hke  the  teas  of  China,  and  the  wines  and  brandies 
of  France.  All  of  our  productions  are  to  be  found 
in  other  countries;  and  we  must  not  be  sui^ 
prised  to  see  her,  at  no  distant  day,  foreffo  the  us^ 
of  our  cotton,  as  Portugal  now  does  that  of  our 
flour.  If  England  is  the  original  from  which  we 
propose  to  copy  our  restrictive  system,  we  should 
consider  whether  her  situation  was  analogous  to 
ours  when  she  adopted  hers.  We  shall  find  that 
every  acre  of  her  good  land  was  in  cultivation,  and 
that  her  population  and  capital  were  redundant. 
In  none  of  these  items  is  there  a  conformity  with 
our  present  situation :  our  population  is  very  sparse, 
compared  with  our  immense  extent  of  territory ; 
and  both  our  population  and  capital  are  feeble^ 
compared  with  the  exertions  that  will  be  called  for 
in  this  arrangement.  But  those  are  not  the  only 
difficulties  we  shall  have  to  contend  with.  We 
have  just  stated  to  you  the  efiect  of  the  rivalry  and 
counteraction  of  other  nations,  as  it  respects  the 
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exports  of  our  sorplas  productions.  We  be^  leare 
to  call  your  atteatioQ  to  the  actual  situation  of 
Kagland,  as  it  respects  her  exports.  Eyery  nation 
in  Europe  is  at  war  with  her  restrictire  system, 
and  hare,  by  their  counteraction,  reduced  her  man* 
ufiicturinff  establishments, and  the  persons  connect- 
ed with  them,  to  a  condition  of  unparalleled  dis- 
tress. Even  this,  our  proposed  measure,  is  princi- 
pally levelled  at  her.  The  fact  is,  that  as  long  as 
we  nave  surplus  productions  we  must  export,  and, 
as  long  as  we  export,  we  must  import.  But,  if  we 
determine  not  to  import,  and  enect  this  purpose 
either  by  prohibition  or  by  excessive  duties,  we 
mast  be  prepared  to  meet  a  corresponding  feeling 
on  the  part  of  other  nations,  and  to  suffer  the  in- 
eonrenienees  that  have  uniformly  attended  restrict- 
ed commerce,  both  as  it  respects  our  revenue  and 
agricultural  interests. 

It  is  not  only  on  general  princi^es  that  we 
•ta|eet  to  the  proposed  plan  of  restriction  and  high 
daiies,  bat  we  are  also  urged  by  the  peculiarity  of 
our  own  situation  to  remonstrate  against  dwir  on- 
eqval  aoui  unjmt  operation.  Daring  the  last  two 
or  three  years,  the  agffregate  of  the  commeroe  of 
the  United  States  has  been  productive  of  great  loss 
to  those  who  have  been  concerned  in  foreign  trade ; 
BO  that  the  merchant,  who  shocdd  only  be  the  or- 
can  through  which  the  revenue  is  conveyed  to  the 
Treasury,  has  in  fact  been  burdened  with  a  very 
larse  proportion  of  the  duty  which  was  intended 
to  fall  on  the  consumer.  The  diminution  of  cap- 
ilal  has  been  such  as  to  produce  many  and  very 
heavy  failures  throughout  the  maritime  ports  of 
the  Union.  As  long  uierefore  as  this  state  (h  things 
ooDtittved,  we,  as  Mfore  observed,  had  hoped  that 
no  additional  duties  would  have  been  imposed, 
inasmuch  as  those  now  levied  have  such  an  une- 
qual, and  we  may  add,  unjust  bearing.  We  have 
trailed,  without  murmuring,  in  hopes  that  a  change 
of  circumstances  might  enable  us  to  receive  a 
decent  return  for  the  employment  of  our  capital 
and  labor,  but  we  had  not  imagmed  that  an  aggra* 
nation  of  oar  sufferings  would  come  from  a  quar- 
ter where  we  look  only  for  relief*  If  we  are  asked 
why^  under  such  great  diaadvaatages,  we  have 
ooBtiftuad  to  import  foreifln  productions,  we  an* 
ewar  that,  during  the  wiiete  period,  there  has  been 
a  gradual  diannationr  of  mercantile  estahbshmieiits 
throughout  the  Union ;  that  those  whiose  ci^ital 
has  jpriacipally  been  invested  in  shippiag  have 
ehenshed  a  hope  tlMt  the  reaction  consequent  on 
Ike  convulsed  state  of  the  commercial  world  dotiog 
Hw  iflst  iwenty-^ve  years  wotiM  soon  ceuae  to 
Qp9M»^  and  moreover  ti^at  it  cannot  be  expected 
that,  aa  lottg  as  there  are  even  hopes  of  imprcnre^ 
SMnt,  a  very  numerous  description  of  persons 
ahoold  abandon  a  ealling  to  which  they  have  been 
aniibniily  devoted,  and  of  which  only  they  have 
any  knowledge.  But  there  are  not  wantiuflf  other 
eonndetations  of  a  very  serious  nature  whicii  must 
have  escaped  the  notice  of  those  who  propose  an 
increase  of  duties  at  this  time,  even  presuming  that 
eueh  increase  would  improve  the  revenue.  Sure- 
iy  it  will  be  allowed  that  the  measure  of  taxackm 
ehoold  be  proportioned  to  the  means  of  payment 
1a  our  coun^  wse  h»ve  no  Dther  eritariea 


fixing  the  extent  of  these  means  than  the  vahs  of 
our  agricultural  productions;  and  if  we  are  to  be 
initueneed  by  a  test  of  so  natural  a  character,  we 
are  bold  to  affirm  that  since  the  adoption  of  the 
present  Constitution  we  have,  vrith  the  exeepuons 
of  the  periods  of  war  and  embargo,  at  no  time 
been  in  a  condition  so  illy  prepared  to  face  an  in- 
crease of  taxes.  We  bdieve  that,  thioaghout  our 
whole  country,  the  products  of  our  aeneciltttre  arc 
in  a  sttite  of  extreme  depression.  *riiefe  nutY  be 
some  lew  exceptions,  one  of  which  we  sfaaD  h&ve 
occasion  to  speak  of  hereafter ;  bat,  aa  a  general 
observation,  we  think  ourselves  eomet;  at  all 
events,  we  can  speak  with  confidence  as  lo  the  ar- 
ticle of  flour,  the  great  staple  of  the  Mid^  States. 
In  a  note  which  we  transmit  herBwi^  you  will 
find  that  the  average  prices  of  flour,  from  the  jeu 
1789  up  to  the  present  period,  hare  uniformly 
exceeded  that  which  prevaMs  at  this  tane.  Now, 
as  the  price  of  provisions  resulatea  the  price  of 
every  species  of  tabor,  we  find  that  the  latter  has 
also  declined  proportionablyin  its'vmhM;  and  that 
the  means  of  enjoyment,  or  even  soppovt,  are  very 
much  contaraeted  in  every  departakent  of  Ufe. 
How  then  are  we  to  support  the  peeaent  laie  of 
taxes,  so  fiir  above  the  rates  of  thoae  which  pre- 
vailed in  the  early  days  of  our  CoQBtitiition,ima 
our  means  are  reduced  even  bdow  the  atandard  of 
that  age  7  We  can  only  support  them  t^risi'd  econ- 
omy, which  now  pervades  every  braneli  of  society. 
And  let  us  here  observe,  thai  the  very  causes  which 
operate  so  unfavorably  to  the  agriciillaral  and 
commercial  interests  have  a  tendency  duedly  op- 
posite,  as  it  respects  those  who  are  eonoereed  in 
manufhcturing  establishments.  Bvery  cent  which 
is  deducted  from  the  price  of  labor  is  an  additional 
bounty  to  them.  A  cotton  factory  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Boston,  established  on  saond  princi- 
pies,  as  it  respects  capital  and  conduct,  has  given 
an  annnal  dividend  of  twdve  per  cent,  for  some 
years.  We  do  not  believe  that,  dmiag  ike  same 
period,  thcve  has  been  in  the  Middle  States  an  equal 
m  vestment  in  commerce  or  agiienlane  that  has 
given  eanal  emolument  j  and  yet  it  is  coniemeiated 
to  sacrifice  these  unerring  sources  at  wealtn  and 
power  merely  to  promote  the  views  of  a  small  dais 
of  citlsens ;  and  that,  too.  without  anf  reasonable 
expeetation  of  siEwing  their  theories  redtooed  to 
henefloial  praetkei 

We  here  hbg  leave  to  close,  for  the  fnawnt,  ow 
general  observations  as  to  the  cKpedieney  of  iaerea* 
sing  the  present  rate  of  duties^  and  shall  proceed 
to  make  some  few  of  a  more  spe^fie  ehataeler  as 
it  reroects  some  of  the  leading  artidles  in  tiie  pro- 
posed tariff;  and  we  do  this  the  more  eheofhUy; 
as  we  feel  satisfied  that  it  will  i^ipear,  from  the 
ftiets  we  idiall  pveseat  io  your  view,  that  the  exist* 
ing  rate  of  duties,  so  far  ftom  beiitf^  enhanced, 
should  be,  in  many  instances,  redHoM,  if  it  be  in* 
tended  to  apply  tiiem  to  the  beneficial  purposes  of 
revenue. 

Wmm^^We  observe  that  the  &stf  oa  i^  im- 
portent  article  is  left  in  blank  to  ha  lilM  op.  In 
the  eaann  of  these  feamks,  and  ^soia^nMmo- 
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rial  iMch  we  lately  presented  to  the  CowreBB,  we 
have  shown  the  destructive  effeets  pro£iced  by 
high  daties  on  wines;  and  it  afibrds  aninstructiTe 
lesson  to  us  for  our  future  conduct  in  regard  to 
laying  hi^h  duties  on  articles  which  are  considered 
as  luxuries.  We  promoted  the  agricultwral  as 
well  as  commercial  interests  of  the  Union  by  ex- 
changing our  provisions  and  lumber  for  the  wines 
of  Spain  and  Portugal,  which,  for  many  years, 
were  a  source  of  considerable  revenue.  On  these 
we  imposed  such  high  duties  that  we  hate,  in  a 
great  measare,  destroyed  the  consumption  of  them, 
and  we  have  lost  the  sale  of  the  provisions  which 
we  gave  in  exchange  for  them.  As  it  has  not 
plea^  the  Lord  to  grant  us  any  vineyards,  and  as 
we  once  found  this  a  profitable  article  of  revenu^ 
when  properly  managed,  we  trust  it  will  not  offena 
the  most  fastidious  economist  if  we  respeetfuUy 
suggest  to  you  the  propriety  of  treading  oadk  oa 
our  steps,  and  reducing,  by  almost  (me-half,  the 
duties  actually  paid.  Perhaps  it  may  pnodoce  a 
policy  on  the  part  of  Spain  and  Pom^al  to  icciace 
their  steps,  and  to  remove  the  restnctievi  which 
they  have  imposed  on  our  nrodactions.  We  may 
then  again  have  a  ehanoe  or  calling  on  the  farmen 
for  some  part  of  the  surplni  gnun  vdiich,  from 
present  appearances,  they  are  likely  to  have  on 
hand. 

Brmndf, — We  find  this  article,  in  the  existiag 
as  well  as  in  the  proposed  tariif,  classed  with  spirits 
of  other  denominations.    We  think  that  brandies 

i to  use  a  plaral  term)  should  be  classed,  and  that 
**rench  brandy  should  pay  at  least  filly  per  cent, 
more  duty  than  any  other  species,  not  only  because 
the  French  Government  are  endeavoring  to  wrest 
a  part  of  our  carrying  trade  from  us,  but  because 
the  brandies  of  France  are  of  a  peculiar  character 
as  to  goodness,  and  cannot  be  supplied  (of  equal 
<|uality  and  request)  by  any  other  nation ;  and  are, 
in  fact,  of  fiir  greater  value  at  the  nlaee  of  their 
growth  than  aa^  other.  If  any  difficulty  shookl 
occur  in  separating  them  from  other  biandies  in 
the  tariff^  they  might,  we  conceive^  be  properlv 
admitted  into  the  list  of  ad  valoiwm  articles  witk 
the  othew;  and  we  should  <h<m  tax  them  by  value, 
which,  in  this  case,  we  should  consider  the  true 
criterion  for  the  measure  of  dncy.  The  tar^  as  it 
itorw  stands,  virtQaUy  prohibits  the  importation  of 
Spanish  hvandv ;  but  as  we  do  not  mppnyveof  high 
diitie%  e]lcept  in  most  special  cases,  we  prapoae  to 
produee  the  eflbot  of  reduciott  the  dtilf  now  paid 
oa  Spanith  biandy,  so  as  to  leave  that  of  France 
at  the  pnmoeed  adtaneCi 

JltMk-^We  wouldreconmiibd  preebely  the  same 
course  as  to  this  article,  which  is  no^  taxed  too 
high,  in  our  opiivievi*  It  has  been  a  soareeof  great 
ena^tmeat  to  our  reveane,  bat,  ander  the  present 
tmte  of  duty,  the  ooosumptloo,  as  ftir  as  we  can 
judge,  is  very  mpidly  declining.  It  recommends 
Itself,  moreover,  to  our  favor,  by  its  being  one  of 
the  |ffiacipal  articles  of  payment  ^ven  in  the  West 
ladies  for  our  agfienltural  )m)ductiOBs.  If  we  drive 
It  from  our  market,  we  muet  expect  these  prodac- 
tloas  vrill  be  treated  there  fin  the  same  manner  as 
they  have  been  treated  in  Swiin  and  Portoga). 
Bvea  noder  the  existing  tarifl;  we  contemiHate 


that  this  will  be  its  fate  ere  kmff ;  but,  under  the 
proposed  addition  of  duty,  it  will  not  be  imported 
m  a  way  that  will  yield  any  efficient  benefit  to  the 
revenue.  Indeed,  we  are  not  without  something 
more  than  aj^rehension,  that  a  considerable  quan- 
tity is  now  introduced  in  a  clandestine  manner ; 
nor  need  you  be  surprised  that  it  is  so,  when  every 
puncheon  thus  introduced  afibrds  a  profit  of  from 
ibity  to  fifty  dollars. 

dojf^, — Almost  every  observation  we  have  made 
in  respect  to  rum  may  be  applied  to  this  article. 
We  are  of  opinion  that  the  present  duty  of  five 
cents  per  pound  is  too  high,  and  we  are  persuaded 
that  a  reduction  of  one  per  cent,  per  pound  would 
have  a  favorable  efiect  on  the  revenue.  We  con- 
sider it  a  fair  object  of  revenue,  as  far  as  that  rev- 
enue can  be  collected,  and  as  far  as  we  can  afford 
to  pay  it ;  but  we  think  the  present  duty  sufficient- 
ly hiffh  to  invite  to  the  frequent  breach  of  onr  rev- 
enue laws ;  and  we  are  satisfied  that,  in  our  part 
oi  the  eoaatry,  the  consumption  has  very  aaoeh 
decreased. 

Sttgrnr^^^ThiM  is  a  most  imfortast  article,  not 
only  as  it  tetfettM  the  revenue,  but  as  forming  a 
leading  item  m  the  comforts,  we  may  even  say  the 
necessaries  of  life.  Without  any  certain  data,  we 
ventare  to  estimate  the  quantity  of  this  article  coft- 
samed  in  the  United  Sutes  at  60^000^000  pounds, 
producing,  at  three  eeals  per  pound,  a  revenue  of 
^1,800,000.  Wheatheduty  was  imposed  on  sugar, 
It  was  iacended  for  the  purpose  ai  revenue  only; 
and  it  was  not  contemplated  that,  in  our  country, 
there  existed  a  climate  and  soil  calculated  for  its 
production.  But  during  the  last  few  years  a  cer- 
tain portion  of  Louisiana  has  been  found  to  possess 
these  advantanes ;  and  such  has  been  the  rapidity 
with  which  mey  have  been  improved,  that  it  is 
estimated  that  the  produeeof  Louisiana  wiliamount 
this  year  to  about  40,000  hogsheads,  of  900  pounds 
each,  or  a  total  of  86^000,000 pounds.  As  nodu^ 
is  paid  on  this  enormous  amount,  that  which  is 
paid  on  sugar  from  other  countries  operates  as  a 
protecting  doty  to  it^  and  gradually  kises  the  ohar^ 
acter  of  a  revenue  duty,  and  wiU  soon  cease  to 
exist  as  such }  because  the  increased  eoKivation  in 
Louisiana  bids  fair  to  supersede  the  neeessiiy  of 
importing  from  other  countries.  There  will  then 
have  occurred,  for  the  present  year,  a  defioit,  in 
this  single  item,  of  $1,080,000.  But,  without  an- 
tkipating  the  consummation  of  the  deficit,  we  beg 
teave  to  call  your  attemtmn  to  that  whioh  will>  in 
oar  opianon)  be  sustained  in  the  presentyear.  We 
knrve  stated  already,  on  the  best  iaforamtion  we 
can  pseeare,  that  the  last  crop  amounted  to  about 
30,000/000  pounds.  This  sugar,  being  proteoted 
by  our  present  high  duties,  is  wholly  eonsumed  in 
the  Uatted  Stales;  and  every  hmidied  weigrht  of 
sugar  imported  from  foreign  countries,  admitting 
it  cost  the  same  poee,  must  be  sold  for  three  dol- 
lars more,  in  order  to  indemnify  the  importer.  Sat 
inasmuch  as  the  sugars  of  the  West  Indies  requite 
twice  the  labor  and  expense  requisite  in  Louisiana, 
the  price  at  which  they  are  bought  by  us  cannot 
he  supposed  to  be  less.  Thas  it  evidently  appeare 
that  &  whole  duty  which  is  thus  subtracted  from 
onr  tevenue,  is  neitner  mors  noi  less  than  a  houaiy 
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granted  to  the  sugar  planters  of  Louisiana ;  and 
that  the  amount  thus  granted  on  36,000,000  pounds, 
at  three  dollars,  is  $1,080,000.  But  this  is  not  all. 
It  is  generally  understood  that  two  hogsheads  of 
sugar  yield  one  hogshead  of  molasses,  and  this 
latter  an  equal  quantity  of  rum;  hO  that  there  will 
exist  the  materials  for  20,000  hogsheads  of  rum, 
which,  at  the  moderate  estimate  of  one  hundred 
dollars  each,  at  a  bounty  of  thirty  cents  per  sal- 
Ion,  will  amount  to  $600,000;  if  not  distilled, 
it  will  only  receive  a  bounty  of  $80,000.  But  ad- 
mitting one-half  to  be  used  without  distillation, 
and  the  other  to  be  converted  into  rum,  the  mean 
sum  will  be     -  -  -  -     $340,000 

Which,  added  to  the  bounty  on  sugar,    1,080,000 

Then  the  aggregate  bounty  will  be       $1,420,000 

We  do  not  pretend  to  be  accurate  in  this  esti- 
mate, because  we  receive  the  principal  data  from 
public  report.  But  we  are  willing  to  make  large 
deductiqns  from  its  amount ;  and  we  will  suppose 
that  the  amount  paid  as  a  bounty  to  Louisiana  for 
the  present  year  will  amount  only  to  $1,000,000. 
As  probably  the  subject  has  not  been  considered  in 
this  point  of  view,  the  result  may  be  matter  of  sur^ 
prise ;  and  we  shall  no  longer  be  at  a  loss  to  account 
ibr  a  diminution  of  our  revenue  in  one  of  its  most 
important  branches.  But  there  is  a  feature  in 
this  proteccing  duty  of  so  fi^ingular  a  cast  that  we 
do  not  believe  it  can  be  paralleled  in  the  history 
of  commercial  bounties.  It  seems  that  the  soil 
calculated  for  raising  sugar  cane  in  Louisiana  is 
very  limited,  and  that  the  culture  of  it  is  as  yet 
confined  to  a  small  number  of  persons.  We  do 
not  believe  that  the  number  of  susar  planters  ex- 
ceeds from  one  to  two  hundred.  We  cannot  vouch 
for  the  correctness  of  the  estimate ;  but,  presuming 
it  to  be  correct,  and  that  the  number  of  planters 
amounts,  say  to  one  hundred,  then,  assuming  oar 
reduced  estimate  of  bounty  of  $1,000,000,  it  will 
appear  that  the  United  States  grant  an  average 
sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars  ner  annum  to  each  of 
these  hundred  planters ;  or  nve  thousand  dollars, 
if  their  number  be  two  hundred.  If  these  state- 
ments be  correct — and  the  Legislature  have  better 
means  than  we  possess  for  ascertaining  their  cor- 
rectnes^—we  presume  that  no  comment  is  nc^ 
cessary. 

Again :  we  are  not  to  suppose  that  the  evil  ends 
here,  and  that  we  are  to  suffer  no  other  inconve- 
nience than  the  payment  of  these  splendid  sine- 
cures. We  have  now  to  present  the  case  to  you  in 
a  point  infinitely  more  interesting,  and  such  as  we 
trust  will  excite  the  most  serious  attention  on  the 
part  of  Congress.  We  have  supp<»ed  that  the 
consumption  of  susar  in  the  United  States  amounts 
to  about  sixty  millions  of  pounds ;  and  in  the  esti- 
mate of  the  crop  now  delivering  at  New  Orleans  we 
have  rated  it  thirtyr-six  millions  of  pounds.  There 
is,  then,  only  required  an  increase  of  twenty-four 
millions  of  pounds  in  the  growth  of  Louisiana 
sugars  to  complete  the  supply  for  the  actual  de- 
mand of  the  whole  Union.  From  the  rate  at  which 
thev  have  increased  for  some  years,  the  production 
will  soon  have  attained  to  this  point;  and  the  im- 


portation of  foreign  sugars  and  ram,  as  articles  of 
consumption  will,  of  necessity,  cease.  The  con- 
sequences of  this  change  will  be  much  mare  seri- 
ous than  they  at  first  appear. 

Our  commerce  with  the  West  Indies  is,  in  our 
present  situation,  of  the  greatest  importance  to  ooi 
affrtcultural  as  well  as  to  our  maritime  interests. 
Excluded  from  the  ports  of  £arope  by  our  own 
bad  policv,  our  provisions  and  lumber  have  scarce- 
ly any  other  mart  than  the  West  Indies;  and  the 
principal  returns  which  they  afiford  are  sugar,  rum, 
and  molasses.  Now,  if  these  are  wkdly  driven 
from  consumption,  we  must  cease  to  receive  them 
in  payment,  for  we  cannot  continue  to  import 
them  with  a  chance  of  being  indemnified  for  their 
cost,  by  reshipping  them  to  Europe ;  and  if  we 
cannot  receive  them  in  payment,  oor  agricultu- 
ral products  will  of  necessity  be  rejected,  and 
this  other  branch  of  commerce  will  either  expue, 
or  be  continued  in  a  very  diminislied  and  ianguish- 
inff  condition. 

There  is  also  another  view  of  this  sabject, 
which  we  consider  of  importance.  We  hare  sta- 
ted the  amount  of  sugar  made  in  Louisiaaa  this 
year  to  be  36,000,000  pounds,  which,  rated  at 
the  moderate  price  of  seven  doUan«  per  hundred 
pounds,  will  amount  to  $2,520,000 ;  of  which 
amount  we  have  shown  that  we  now  pay  as  boun- 
ty more  than  $1,000,000,  and  that  when  the  quan- 
tity sh&ll  have  increased  to  the  measure  of  our 
supposed  consumption,  (60,000,000.)  the  bounty 
wul  be  increased  to  $1,800,000,  exclttsive  of  that 
which  which  will  accrue  on  the  rum  and  molasses. 
Thus  an  enormous  and  increasing  eootribution  is 
levied  on  everv  individual  in  the  Union,u>  pamper  a 
few  individuals  living  in  the  most  remote  and  most 
favored  angle  of  our  country.  To  add  to  their 
excessive  ^ins,  we  are  to  destroy  the  most  active 
and  beneficial  branch  of  our  conunerce,  and  to 
dissolve  those  branches  of  foreign  commerce 
through  which  we  are  to  receive  our  sop|dies,  in 
the  event  of  being  at  war  with  a  nation  hiring  a 
maritime  force  superior  to  our  own.  It  will  be  in 
vain  that  we  shall  be  told  that  the  commerce  which 
we  lose  will  be  replaced  by  that  of  Louisiana. 
The  whole  of  the  maritime  States  furnish  scarcely 
a  single  article  with  which  she  cannot  supply  her- 
self without  our  assistance.  The  value  of  our  ex- 
ports to  New  Orleans,  in  native  productionsj  is  so 
small,  and  diminishes  so  rapidly,  that  Lomsiana 
bids  fair,  and  that  vcrv  soon,  to  stand  in  the  same 
relation  to  us  with  China.  We  must  send  our 
specie  to  purchase  her  productions,  and  that,  too, 
when  they  shall  no  longer  ei^joy  the  bounties  now 
granted  by  us  with  suoh  prodigality. 

We  are  sensible  that  the  bounty  (for  such  it  is, 
in  effect)  granted  on  the  sugar,  rum,  and  molasses, 
has  not  b^n  produced  by  any  legislative  act  form- 
ed for  the  purpose  of  revenue,  and  which,  by  the 
gradual  increase  o(  these  articles,  has  been  vir- 
tually converted  into  a  bounty,  and  the  measure 
of  their  increase  is  precisely  that  by  which  wemsy 
estimate  the  progressive  reduction  of  our  reveoir& 
and  of  our  West  India  trade.  In  the  infuDcf  of 
the  suffar  establishments  on  the  Mtssissippi,  it 
might  nave  been  prudent  to  grant  protection,  and 
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even  positive  bounty;,  if  required ;  but  in  their  pre- 
sent state  ofprosperity,  when  it  is  ascertained  that 
no  species  oi  agriculture  can  compare  with  this  as 
to  emolument,  we  think  it  is  time  to  withdraw  a 
portion  of  the  bounty,  and  apply  it  to  other  branches 
of  agriculture,  which,  in  their  turn,  require  sup- 
port. Our  flour,  our  corn,  our  tobacco,  our  rice, 
our  salted  fish,  and  lumber,  call  for  support.  But 
we  do  not  ask  for  it  in  the  form  of  restricted  du- 
ties, but  in  the  removal  of  such  as  operate  to  de- 
press those  staple  commodities.  So  far  are  we 
from  approving;  of  an  increase  in  the  duties  of  rum, 
sugar,  and  molasses,  that  we  think  it  will  be  both 
wise  and  just  on  the  part  of  our  Government  to 
reduce  by  one-half  the  amount  of  those  which  now 
exist  on  those  articles.  It  is  a  most  oppressive  tax 
on  the  farmer  of  the  seaboard  to  pay,  as  a  protect- 
ing duty  on  a  barrel  of  New  Orleans  sugar,  seven 
bushels  of  wheat,  at  the  prices  of  the  present  day ; 
and  how  much  more  oppressive  is  it  still,  that  this 
enormous  bounty,  when  paid,  should  operate  to 
destroy  the  sale  of  his  produce  in  the  marts  to 
which  it  has  been  usually  exported  ?  Such,  how- 
ever, is  the  exteot  of  the  tax,  and  such  its  effect. 
In  asking  thus  for  a  diminution  of  duty  on  West 
India  produce,  we  do  not  apprehend  a  diminution 
of  the  revenue;  the  existing  nigh  duties  have  con- 
tributed principally  to  the  great  reduction  on  the 
consumption  of  it.  We  contemplate  very  favora- 
ble results  to  the  revenue,  which  the  enlarged  con- 
sumption, under  reduced  prices,  will  create ;  and 
that  soon  the  most  beneficial  effects  will  be  felt  in 
the  important  branches  of  agriculture  and  com- 
merce. 

Having  thus  respectfully  taken  a  view  of  the 
immediate  and  prospective  operation  of  the  actual 
duty  on  sugar,  we  snail  close  our  protracted  obser- 
vations on  this  most  important  item,  begging  leave 
to  invite  the  particular  attention  of  the  Congress 
to  it,  as  well  irom  considerations  of  general  policy 
as  from  those  which  attach  peculiarly  to  agricul- 
ture and  commerce. 

Molasses. — ^Our  observations  on  sugar  apply  with 
equal,  if  not  greater,  force  to  molasses,  it  is  the 
humble  and  nutritious  sweet  resorted  to  by  those 
Tvho  cannot  afford  to  buy  sugar,  and  seasons  the 
simple  repast  of  all  ages  and  of  all  sexes.  If  we 
do  not  asK  a  reduction  of  the  present  duty,  we  at 
least  deprecate  an  advance,  more  especially  as  that 
called  for  by  the  new  tariff  will  still  add  to  the 
bounty  now  granted  to  the  planters  of  Louisiana. 
In  respect  to  all  the  actual  and  proposed  duties 
on  the  important  items  of  cotton  and  woollen 
^oods,  we  subjoin  a  body  of  notes,  showing  what 
Ls  and  will  be  the  effect  of  the  proposed  cnanges. 
The  observations  which  Accompany  them  are 
made  by  a  practical  merchant,  and  we  conceive 
ire  hi^nly  worthy  of  consideration.  It  will  be 
;een  that  the  present  duties  operate  as  a  very 
leavy  tax  on  the  consumer ;  that  they  are  abun- 
iantly  large  for  the  protection  of  our  m^nufac- 
ures,  and  that  the  proposed  advance  will  not  only 
end  to  diminish  our  revenue,  but  to  produce  the 
nost  demoralizing  effects  in  our  society.  The  im- 
K>rters  of  woollen  and  cotton  gooas,  whatever 
nay  be  their  opinions  as  to  the  present  rate  of  du-  ^ 
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ties,  are  of  opinion  that  the  duties,  generally  speak« 
ing,  are  fairly  paid  ;  but  they  have  no  hesitation 
in  declaring  that  the  proposed  advance  will  have 
the  effect  oT  producing  a  very  extensive  branch  of 
contraband  trade.  As  far  as  our  own  opinion  may 
have  weight,  we  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that,  if  the 
present  high  duties  will  not  protect  our  manufac- 
tures, it  is  an  evident  proof  that  we  are  not  pre- 
pared, under  our  present  circumstances,  to  engage 
more  extensively  in  them,  and  that  justice  and 
sound  policy  require  that  we  should  not  increase 
the  actual  bounties.    Nay,  we  are  of  opinion  that, 
in  some  instances,  the  proposed  increase,  amount- 
ing to  prohibition,  would  injure  our  manufactures 
as  well  as  our  revenue.    In  fact,  we  do  not  con- 
sider either  our  population  or  means  are  such  as  to 
invite  us  to  engage  in  such  as  may  rival  the  finer 
productions  of  the  European  looms.     We  respect- 
fully believe,  for  the  present,  we  ought  to  be  satis- 
fied with  the  manufactures  of  coarse  goods,  and 
leave  to  those  who  take  our  raw  materials  the  sup- 
ply of  fine  goods.    The  purposes  of  commerce  as 
well  as  revenue  will  thus  be  promoted.    At  any 
rate,  the  establishment  of  new  branches  of  manu- 
factures is  the  work  of  time ;  and  something  more 
than  a  desire  to  establish  those  of  fine  ^oods  should 
be  manifested  before  we  proceed  to  strike  a  deadly 
blow  at  other  branches  of  industry,  of  the  greatest 
national  interest,  and  on  which  the  prosperity  and 
happiness  of  our  country  have  hitherto  been  found- 
ed.   It  would  seem  well  to  pause  before  it  be  de- 
termined by  any  legislative  means  to  effect  any 
sudden  change  in  the  habits  and  character  of  our 
population.    It  would  be  well,  we  respectfully  be- 
lieve, to  examine  cautiously  tnose  which  we  are 
to  assume  in  lieu  of  those  which  we  are  called  on 
to  renounce.    Our  institutions  have  hitherto  been 
such  as  to  render  our  happiness  proverbial.  What, 
on  the  other  hand,  is  the  condition  of  those  whom 
we  are  attempting  to  imitate  in  this  new  career  ? 
The  manufactories  and  workshops  of  England  are 
the  nurseries  of  pauperism  and  discontent.    Ought 
we  to  wish  to  rival  her  in  fine  muslins  or  splendid 
toys  ?    If  our  poor  rates,  like  hers,  are  to  amount 
to  thirty-six  millions  of  dollars,  and  if  our  soldiers 
and  farmers  are  to  be  employed  in  suppressing  the 
insurrections  of  our  manufacturers,  let  her  enjoy 
the  emoluments  and  miseries  of  her  manufacturmg 
system,  and  let  us  avoid  it  until  a  crowded  popu- 
lation may  render  it  expedient  and  secure.     We 
have  known  of  many  attempts  in  Europe  at  the 
hotbed  process  of  raising  manufactures,  and  we 

believe   that  it  has  almost  universally  failed 

The  truth  is,  in  respect  to  legislation  on  this  sub- 
ject, the  Congress  nave  done  all  that  they  can  do, 
if  we  are  to  expect  revenue  from  our  imports. 
They  have  peopled  districts,  and  have  conducted 
them  properly,  acknowledge  that  they  are  suflfi- 
ciently  protected  by  our  present  duties,  and  they 
ask  no  advance.  But  this  is  not  enough.  We 
must  lay  the  groundwork  of  a  general  system  of 
manufacturing,  and,  as  a  prelude  to  it,  it  is  pro- 
posed to  begin  by  destroying  our  whole  commer- 
cial and  agricultural  systems  at  one  sweeping 
blow;  for  such  promises  to  be  the  result  of  the 
proposed  tariff.    It  would  be  reasonable  to  suppose 
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from  the  sammary  mode  of  proceeding  contem- 
I>lated,  that  the  looms  and  the  anvils  and  the  ar- 
tists were  impatiently  waiting  for  the  sienal  from 
Congress,  to  supply  us  with  chintzes  and  muslins, 
with  needles  and  watches.  But  so  far  from  this 
being  the  case,  we  do  not  believe  that  the  advo- 
cates of  this  important  change  have  in  contem- 
plation one  single  branch  of  the  higher  class  of 
fabrics ;  and  it  will  be  prudent  for  them  to  abstain 
from  enffa^ing  in  them.  Their  efforts,  suj)ported 
bv  legislation,  will  be  unequal  to  the  attainment 
of  the  proposed  end.  As  before  observed,  we  may 
ruin  the  fair  merchant,  but  we  cannot  suppress  the 
trade  when  transferred  to  the  smuggler,  who  will 
undersell  our  own  manufacturers. 

If  the  spirit  in  which  these  exactions  are  made 
is  characteristic  of  the  new  system  which  is  to  be 
introduced,  we  confess  that  we  should  for  this 
alone  deprecate  its  progress ;  for,  if  it  is  thus  in 
the  gristle,  what  will  it  be  in  the  bone?  It  seeks 
to  destroy  one  great  and  hitherto  beneficial  sys- 
tem, before  it  is  prepared  to  furnish  a  substitute. 
It  abolishes  imposts  tnat  are  paid  with  fidelity,  and 
calls  for  others  that  we  seriously  fear  will  not  be 
paid.  The  interests  that  it  places  in  advance  of 
all  others  are  those  of  only  a  few,  compared  with 
those  whose  interests  it  se^s  to  demolish.  What, 
o^  the  other  hand,  has  been  the  conduct  of  the  far- 
mer and  the  merchant?  They  have  borne  with 
cheerfulness,  and  discharged  with  punctuality,  the 
taxes  which  have  been  imposed  on  them,  whether 
for  the  support  of  Government,  or  fur  the  promo- 
tion of  other  branches  of  industry;  they  have  seen 
their  commerce  injured  in  some  points,  and  de- 
stroyed in  others;  they  have  furnished  the  means 
of  paying  what  may  be  considered  as  bounties  to 
domestic  manufactures,  to  the  fullest  extent  of 
good  policy ;  and  yet,  far  from  even  murmuring, 
or  torturing  Congress  by  their  repeated  demands, 
they  have  either  suflered  in  silence,  or  restricted 
themselves  to  sugj^estinc  measures  which  would 
promote  the  public  weal  as  well  as  their  own. 
Are  they,  then,  after  their  patience  under  pro- 
tracted sufferings,  to  be  called  on,  in  this  time  of 
general  distress,  to  sustain  new  injuries  in  their 
agricultural  interests,  and  to  have  their  commer- 
cial establishments  overthrown,  and  even  the  very 
nature  of  their  being  chang^ed,  merely  to  promote 
the  delusive  projects  of  a  lew  interested  mdivid- 
uaU?  They  have  too  much  confidence  in  the 
wisdom  of  the  National  Legislature  to  suppose 
that  thev  will  encourage  these  vague  and  ephe- 
mera) schemes,  calculated  to  make  a  revolution  in 
our  condition,  and,  in  the  end,  to  produce  effects 
the  very  contrary  to  what  they  profess. 

X'OUT  memorialists  respectfully  remark,  that  they 
are  opposed  not  only  to  the  principle  or  the  pro- 
posed tariff,  but  also  to  the  details  to  which  it  is 
appned ;  and  that,  so  far  from  adding  one  cent  to 
the  present  duties,  it  is  our  opinion  that  an  increase 
of  revenue  and  an  improvement  in  our  general 
condition  can  only  be  expected  by  a  diminution 
in  the  existing  duties,  especially  on  the  articles  re- 
ferred to,  and  more  particularly  the  wasteful  bounty 
on  the  suears,  rum.  and  mola&ses  of  Louisiana ; 
mnd,  finally^  that  the  actually  dep-es^  state  of 


agriculture  and  commerce  calls  for  such  gentle 
and  considerate  measures  on  the  part  of  Congress 
as  may  strengthen  the  confidence  in  and  attach- 
ment to  the  Government  of  the  citizens,  and  for 
the  rejection  of  all  those  which,  like  the  projected 
tariff,  must  be  likely  to.have  an  opposite  tendency. 
There  exist  already  in  the  Union  of  these  States 
too  many  sectional  causes  of  weakness  to  make  it 
expedient  to  increase  their  effect  by  artificial  means. 
The  endeavor  should  be  to  retard,  and  not  to  has- 
ten, a  crisis  which  all  must  contemplate  with 
horror.  Although  it  is  not  our  particular  view  to 
give  an  opinion  relative  to  the  general  finances  of 
the  Union,  yet,  as  we  are  practically  connected 
with  the  various  branches  of  commerce  from  which 
our  revenue  is  derived,  the  suggestions  which  we 
presume  to  offer  may  not  be  wholly  useless.  We 
think  th  re  is  the  most  satisfactory  proof  that  the 
consumption  of  every  species  of  eoods  imported 
from  Europe  and  the  East  and  West  Indies  is  m 
a  state  of  rapid  decline,  owing  to  the  inability  of 
our  population  generally  to  support  any  other  than 
necessary  expenses.  The  causes  of  this  dedtne 
have  been  touched  on  in  what  has  been  already 
said,  but  the  effect  will  most  assuredly  be  a  great 
and  increasing  deficit  in  oiir  national  revetme. 

We  are  satisfied  that  this  revenue,  so  far  from 
being  increased,  will  be  diminished  by  any  addi- 
tion to  the  present  duties.  We  are  strongly  im- 
pressed with  the  opinion,  as  already  stated,  that 
an  opposite  course  would,  as  it  respects  revenue, 
lead  to  more  favorable  results ;  but  we  are  far  from 
believing  that  any  measure  of  finance,  short  of  an 
excise  and  internal  taxation,  will  efficiently  meet 
the  evil.  We  respectfully  concur  in  the  proposi- 
tion of  a  loan,  or  any  other  temporary  resort  for 
the  present  year,  in  the  contemplation  at  the  next 
session  of  recurring  to  an  organized  system  of  in- 
ternal taxation,  which  will  bd  less  subject  to  fluc- 
tuation than  that  on  which  we  now  rely  for 
revenue. 

On  behalf  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Phil- 
adelphia. 

ROBERT  RALSTON.  Pmidaa. 

Ptf iLAPEi^pntA)  ^fril,  20^  1820. 


ObsenaUons  as  to  the  operation  o/  thepreseni  tarif 
tn .  givimfi  protecHou  to  ^  ntaewfiuitffte  ef  this 
country^  andin  e^ttdfuff  the imparttfHon if  g^ode 
of  firtcignfmnufaeturfi  evt^Uar  to  tiiou  mamfac- 
tiefedh^,' 

The  cotton  goods,  manufactured  in  this  coontry 
to  the  greatest  extent,  are  plaids,  stripes,  cham- 
brays.  and  cotton  shirting  ot.  the  coarser  qualities^ 
which  now  cost  in  England  less  than  25  cents  the 
square  yard,  and  are,  consequently,  subject  to  a 
very  heavy  duty  ;  so  much  so,  as  nearly  to  exclude 
their  importation.  A  yard  of  plaid  stripe,  or  cham- 
bray,  would  now  cost  in  England  6<i^  of  24  inches 
wide,  of  good  quality.    For  example : 

100  yards  of  plaid  stripe,  or  chambray,  24  inches 
wide,  at  6d.,  cost  £2  I0<,  sterling.     It  would  con- 
tain 66}  square  yards,  which  at  25  cents,  is  S16  6S. 
The  duty,  25  per  cent.,  upon  the  same,  is  m  17. 
Thus  the  100  yards  of  plaid  stripe,  or  chamhiay, 
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which  cost  £2  IO9.,  or  ^3  20,  would  now  pay  a 
duty  of  $4  17,  which  is  equal  to  32  per  cent. 

A  piece  of  cotton  shirtiosr,  50  yards,  would  now 
cost  in  England  £1  7«.  sterUng,  of  30  inches  wide, 
and  would  contain  44i  square  yards,  which,  at 
25  cents,  is  91I  12.  The  doty  upon  the  same, 
25  per  cent.,  is  $2  78.  Thus,  the  piece  of  shirting, 
inrhich  ca^t  27«.  starling,  or  $6,  pays  a  duty  of 
$2  78,  or  46  per  cent. 

A  Carlisle  gingham,  which  has  heretofore  heen 
nmohused  by  the  poorer  people,  of  40  inches  wide, 
would  now  cost  Sd.  per  yard.  100  yards  of  Car- 
lisle ginghams,  40  inches  wide,  at  8d.,  i.s  £3  63,  8ei., 
sterling,  and  would  contain  111  square  yards, 
which,  at  25  cents,  is  ^7  75.  The  duty  upon  the 
same,  25  per  cent.,  is  ^  94.  '  Thus  100  yards  of 
ginghams,  which  cost  in  England  £3  Of.  8<l.,  or 
$14  82,  pay  a  duty  of  96  94,  or  46^  per  cent. 

Printed  calicoes,  which  are  not  made  in  this  coun- 
try, but  much  worn,  more  particularly  by  the  poor 
people,  and  considerably  bv  all  classes  of  females, 
now  eo9t  from  15^.  M,  sterling  to  339.  per  piece  of 
2S  yards,  upon  which  there  is  a  debenture  allowed 
upon  exportation,  in  England,  of  Sid,  the  square 
yard ;  and  as  they  are  from  23  to  25  inches  wide, 
the  dabenture  is  from  5«.  to  5s,  6d,  sterling  per 
pieea ;  and  all  which  costs  less  than  25^.  sterling 
per  piece  are  now  subject  to  additional  duties,  as 
the  cost-  is  leas  than  2o  cents  per  square  yard. 

A  Tery  sood  calico,  23  inches  wide,  cost,  in 
December  last,  I89.  9d.  sterling  per  piece,  upon 
which  the  debenture  was  59.  3a.,  making  the  net 
co4t  139.  6c2.  sterling,  and  contained  18  square 
yards,  which,  at  25  cents,  is  04  50.  ^  The  duty,  25 
per  cent.,  is  $1  12.  Thus  the  piece  of  calico 
which  cost  139.  6d.  sterling,  or  $3,  pays  a  duty 
of -911  13)  or  37  per  cent. 

Cambnc  muslins  6-4  wide,  of  12  yards  each, 
cost  from  79.  to  209.  per  piece ;  and  all  which  cost 
less  than  139.  per  piece  are  subject  to  additional 
duties,  the  cost  being  less  than  25  cents  the  square 
yard.  A  piece  of  cambric  muslin,  39  inches  wide, 
cost  79.,  would  contain  13  square  yards,  which,  at 
25  cenu,  is  93  ^*  The  duty,  25  per  cent.,  is  81 
cents.  Thus  the  piece  of  cambric  muslin,  which 
cost  79.,  or  91  55,  pays  a  duty  of  81  cents  or  53 
per  cent 

l%e  operation  is  proportionate  upon  all  low 
prioed  cambric  morims  of  other  dimensions,  as 
weU  as  low  priced  fancy  muslins,  book  muslins, 
and  ginghams,  and  upon  every  other  description  of 
cotton  gooda  of  low  cost  and  not  enumerated. 

Upon  woollen  ^ods,  under  the  present  tarilF, 
there  is  do  disorimmation  between  coarse  and  fine 
in  calovlating  the  duties ;  nor  is  it  considered  ne- 
cessary  tbesre  should  be,  even  for  the  protection  of 
our  own  manufactures ;  for,  at  present,  there  is  but 
a  very  sitiall  quantity  of  foreign  imported  of  similar 
descriptioott  to  those  we  manufacture.  The  prin- 
cipal part  of  those  now  imported  are  superfine 
cloths,  low  priced  blue  and  white  plains  for  negro 
clothing,  flannels,  baize  hocking,  baizes,  and  blan- 
kets, most  of  which  are  absolutely  necessary  for 
the  use  of  the  couotry. 

The  proposed  tariff  contemplates  a  duty  of  33 
pev  cent,  ad  valorem  on  all  cotton  or  wodlen 


goods,  of  whatever  description,  from  this  side  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  whicn,  upon  all  goods  paying 
an  ad  valorem  duty,  will,  in  reality,  amount  to 
36|  per  cent.;  and,  upon  all  cotton  goods  costing 
less  than  25  cents  the  square  yard,  33  per  cent, 
upon  the  calculated  cost  of  25  cents  the  square 
yard. 

Accordingly,  the  duty  upon  100  yards  of  plaid 
stripe,  or  chambray,  costing  £2  IO9.  or  913  20, 
and  upon  which  the  duty  is,  according  to  the  ex- 
isting tarifi*,  94  17,  or  32  per  cent.,  would  be  9^  56. 
or  42  per  cent,  upon  the  cost.  Upon  100  yards  01 
Carlisle  ginghams  costing  £3  69.  8d.,  or  014  82, 
upon  which  the  dotv  now  is  Q6  94,  or  46|  per 
cent.,  would  be  $9  25,  or  62^  per  cent. 

Upon  a  piece  of  cotton  shirting  costing  279.  or 
96,  upon  which  the  duty,  according  to  the  present 
tariff',  now  is  $2  78,  or  46  per  cent,  would  be 
$3  71,  or  62  per  cent. 

Upon  a  piece  of  calico  costing  net  139.  6d.  ster- 
ling per  piece,  or  93,  upon  which  the  duty  now  is 
91  12,  or  37  per  cent.,  would  be  01  50^  or  50  per 
cent.  Upon  a  piece  of  cambric  mushn  cost^tg 
7s.,  or  $1  55,  upon  which  the  duty  now  is  81  cents, 
or  53  per  cent.,  it  would  be  ffl  08,  or  70  per  cent, 
upon  the  cost  \  and  upon  all  otner  cotton  goods 
cosling.less  than  25  cents  the  square  yard,  the  duty 
would  be  proportionate,  according  to  the  dimen- 
sions and  cost. 

The  contemplated  tarifi*  proposes  that  the  doty 
shall  be  calculated  upon  the  real  cost  of  the  article 
whence  imported,  **  together  with  the  amount  of 
all  such  bounties,  premiums,  drawbacks,  allow- 
ances, or  discounts,  as  may  be  given,  paid,  or  al- 
lowed at  the  place  whence  imported."  Upon  all 
printed  cotton  goods  exported  a  debenture  is  al- 
lowed in  Great  Britain  of  3^e2.  the  square  yard ; 
and,  should  the  contemplated  duty  be  laid  upon 
that,  as  well  as  upon  the  actual  cost,  it  will  amount 
to  a  complete  prohibition  to  the  importation  of 
mo3t  kinds  of  printed  cotton  goods,  and  also  upon 
Eojglish  manufactured  silk  goodi*^,  upon  the  export 
tation  of  which  a  bounty  of  4*.  per  pound  is  al*- 
lowed.  The  contemplated  tariff  proposes  a  dutf 
of  25  per  cent,  upon  linens  of  every  description^, 
and  those  costing  less  than  25  cents  the  square 
yarttto  be  calculated  as  having  cost  that,  and  25 
per  cent,  calculated  upon  that  amount.  In  addi- 
tion to  which,  the  duty  is  to  be  calculated  upon 
the  bounty  allowed  of  l^d.  per  vard  on  all  linens 
costing  less  than  iSd.  per  yard.  The  proposed 
tariff  also  contemplates  a  dut]^  of  33  per  cent,  upon 
blankets ;  and  stuffs  are  considered  to  be  included 
with  woollens  of  every  description,  and.  conse- 
quently, subject  to  33  per  cent.  duty.  Tne  three 
last-mentioned  articles,  viz :  blankets,  stuffs,  and 
linens,  now  pav  a  duty  of  fifteen  per  cent,  ad  valo- 
rem ;  and  neitner  (excepting  blankets,  to  a  very 
limited  extent)  are  manufactured  in  this  country, 
and  are  all  much  used;  the  impolicy  of  rabiiu^ 
the  duties  upon  them  can  be  readily  judged  ci. 
Two  of  the  articles  being  used,  one  from  economy, 
the  other  from  necessity,  to  a  great  extent,  by  the 
poorer  class  of  people,  the  consequences  of  raising 
the  duties  to  the  rates  proposed  in  the  contemplated 
tariff  will  be  to  preclude  the  importation  of  many 
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articles  altogether  in  a  fair  way,  and  to  encourage 
and  systematize  smuggling  upon  a  scale  so  exten- 
sive,  as  seriously  to  anect  the  revenue  of  the  coun- 
try, and  corrupt  the  morals  of  the  people. 

The  facilities  which  our  extensive  seaboard  and 
inland  frontier  give  to  the  introduction  of  soods 
in  an  illicit  manner ;  the  temptations  which  the 
contemplated  tariff  offers ;  the  large  value  of  many 
articles  which  may  be  comprised  in  a  small  bulk; 
and  the  prospect  of  gain  so  great,  that  many  In- 
divid uab.  wno  now  would  despise  the  person 
who  would  en^ge  in  such  a  trade,  will  be  induced 
to  engage  in  it  themselves — ^the  inducements  to 
the  engaging  in  the  introduction  of  many  articles^ 
in  an  illegal  manner,  can  be  readily  judged  of, 
when  a  person  smuggling  100  pounds  of  sewing 
silk  or  sUk  twist  would,  by  avoiding  the  duty  alone, 
receive  a  compensation  of  9150. 

Five  pieces  of  superfine  cloth  would  comprise 
bat  a  small  bulk,  and  the  weif^ht  would  be  about 
150  pounds,  and  would  contain  about  100  yards, 
and  cost  about  £200.  The  duty  upon  the  same, 
according  to  the  contemplated  tariff,  would  be 
$324. 

In  many  kinds  of  cambric  muslins,  fine  fancy 
muslins,  and  manufactures  of  silk,  the  facilities 
and  inducements  to  smuggling  will  be  equally 
great. 

It  must,  therefore,  be  obvious  to  every  person  of 
reflection^  that,  whether  the  contemplated  tariff 
have  for  its  object  the  increase  of  revenue,  or  the 
protection  of  our  own  manufactures,  an  adoption 
of  it  will,  most  assuredly,  have  a  contrary  efiect. 

Avera^  prices  of  mpnfiM  JUmr  in  PhUadelpMa, 
jfom  the  year  1789  to  1819,  inclusive. 

'  910  38 

-  7  30 

-  7  00 

-  6  60 

-  6  90 

-  9  66 

-  10  00 

-  8  75 

-  8  50 

-  7  70 

-  8  A5 

-  10  00 

-  12  00 

-  9  85 

-  7  20 
1820  (April,)  -   4  75 


UNIFORM  SYSTEM  OF  BANKRUPTCY. 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  December  27,  1819.] 

7b  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rnresent- 
aiives  of  the  Untied  States  of  America  in  Congress 
astembled: 

The  memorial  of  the  merchants  and  traders  of 
the  town  of  Boston,  and  of  other  towns  within  the 
State  of  Massachusetts: 

The  wise  framers  of  our  excellent  Constitution, 
foreseeing  the  necessity,  in  a  maritime  community, 


1789 

-  95  20 

1805 

1790 

•   -   6  15 

1806 

1791 

-   5  25 

1807 

1792 

-   5  07 

1808 

1793 

-   6  21 

1809 

1794 

-   7  22 

1810 

1795 

-  12  05 

1811 

1796 

-  12  43 

1812 

1797 

-   9  00 

1813 

1798 

-   8  78 

1814 

1799 

-   9  62 

1815 

1800 

■   -   9  85 

1816 

1801 

-  10  45 

1817 

1802 

-   6  75 

1818 

1803 

-   6  73 

1819 

1804 

-   8  22 

1820 

of  laws  peculiarly  affecting  ccHnnobercial  relationi, 
caused,  upon  due  deliberation,  the  power  of  estab- 
lishinjg  ''uniform  laws  on  the  suoject  of  bank- 
ruptcies" to  be  among  those  expressly  delegated 
by  the  people  to  their  representatives  m  Congreas 
assembled.    Several  of  our  sister  States,  at  the 
time  they  became  members  of  the  con  federated 
Republic,  did  not  hesitate  to  declare  freedom  from 
imprisonment  for  debt,  except  when  there  miglit 
be  a  violent  presumption  of  fraud,  an  inberenr  and 
Constitutional  right;  and  many  others,  when  the 
creative  power  thus  vested  in  the  General  Got- 
ernment  nas  been  suffered  to  lie  dormant,  hare 
from  time  to  time  expressed^  by  their  nnmeroiiB 
insolvent  laws  or  acts  of  private  relief,  a  strong 
sense  of  the  propriety  of  measures  mitigating  the 
common  execution  of  the  law.    But,  without  enu- 
merating the  multiform  declarations  of  State  Le- 
Sislatures  to  this  effect,  it  is  enough  if  no  one  will 
eny  that  the  greatest  possible  exemption  from 
personal  restraint  bears  the  closest  analogy  to  the 
common  sentiments  and  habits  of  An^ericana^  and 
is  highly  congenial  to  that  pure  and  equal  spirit  of 
liberty  which  animates  our  whole  ciTU  and  politi- 
cal character. 

Notwithstanding  its  remarkable  conformity  to 
our  national  physiognomy,  nearly  sixteen  yeais 
are  now  elapsed  since  we  have  enjoyed  the  ben^t 
of  a  bankrupt  law.    During  a  great  part  of  this 
momentous  and  eventful  period,  amidst  the  con- 
cussion of  foreign  arms,  and  the  violence  of  nation 
lifted  up  against  nation,  the  neutral  flag  of  Ame- 
rica enioved  a  degree  of  commercial  promritf 
unparaUeled   in  the  annab  of  human  hjsioqr. 
The  granaries  of  the  world  were  open  to  us  alone, 
and  the  mighty  empires  of  Europe  may  be  said, 
in  some  measure,  to  have  depended  upon  oar  sup- 
plies.    By  these  remarkable  facilities,  tynm*»n<y 
revenues  were  accumulated  in  the  coffiss  of  oat 
citizens,  which  were  constantly  re^«mbarked  in 
larger  and  more  perilous  adventures,  till  our  com- 
mercial engagements  were  stretched  to  their  otmost 
extent.    At  this  crisis  the  restrictive  system  was 

commenced,  and  war  shortly  succeeded measures 

which,  however  necessary  in  their  origin,  and 
however  important  in  their  political  resaitsi  could 
not  fail  of  being  greatly  embarrassing  to  the  com- 
mercial and  trying  interests.  Those  of  our  mer- 
chants who  were  enabled  to  struggle  through  the 
distresses  invariably  attendant  on  these  often  inev- 
itable evils  were  induced,  on  the  return  of  peace, 
to  put  forth  all  their  energies,  in  the  hope  of  reap- 
ing unusual  harvests,  and  thus  speedily  re-estab- 
lishing their  broken  fortunes ;  but.  during  the  sus- 
pension of  commercial  pursuits,  loreini  relations 
had  been  (for  them,  at  least)  unfortuna  tdy  changed ; 
trade  in  its  accustomed  channels  had  beench^ed, 
and  necessity  had  opened  new  o'hes  which  were 
already  pounng  in  their  resources  to  feed  the  enor- 
mous consumption  of  a  most  extensive  war. 

But  when  the  great  belligerents  of  Europe  had 
laid  aside  their  long-cherished  hostilities,  and  pa- 
cific arts  were  everywhere  reassuming  their  legiti- 
mate superiority,  England  was  again   ready  to 
step  forth,  in  the  plenitude  of  her  maritime  WMght^ 
and  monopolize  the  trade  of  a  larger  portioa  of 
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the  globe,  at  the  same  time  that  many  Powers, 
who,  when  occupied  in  arms,  had  been  entirely 
dependent  upon  us  as  the  general  carriers  and  fac- 
tors of  the  world,  found  their  advantage  in  calling 
to  light  hidden  resources,  and  establi»ning  a  com- 
merce of  their  own.  From  such  a  singular  con- 
catenation of  erents,  the  most  prudent  and  the 
most  opulent  have  been  obliged  to  meet  peculiar 
embarrassments  and  unexampled  pressure;  so  that 
many  who  had  withstood  the  penis  and  losses  of 
the  war  have  been  drawn  into  ruin  by  the  unex- 
pected fatalities  of  peace. 

Struck  with  this  prominent  example  of  the  ex- 
treme mutability  of  commercial  affairs,  subjected 
as  they  are  to  innumerable  and  inevitaole  casual- 
ties, and  aware  of  the  constant  regard  which  the 
representative  Legislature  of  an  enlightened  mari- 
time Republic  must  preserve  towards  the  interests 
of  commerce  and  the  cause  of  humanity,  your 
memorialist*;,  the  merchants  zjid  traders  or  Mas- 
sachusetts, as  well  those  who  have  been  severely 
laboring  under  the  evils  we  have  above  related  as 
those  who  are  of  a  more  fortunate  description,  beg 
leave  respectfully  to  sug&^est  the  expediency  of 
establishing  throughout  the  United  States  a  uni- 
form system  of  bankruptcy,  to  the  end  that  per- 
sonnl  liberty  and  the  equitable  discharge  of  con- 
tracts may  no  longer  be  subjected  to  the  caprice 
'or  dishonestjr  of  mdividuals,  but  that  over  our 
civil  transactions  as  well  as  our  political  rights  we 
mayenjov  '*a  Grovernmentof  laws,  and  not  of  men." 

It  mignt  appear  unnecessary,  but  for  the  strong 
attachment  we  are  apt  to  b^r  even  to  the  inju- 
lioos  customs  of  our  ancestors,  to  set  forth  the 
unreasonable  hardships  towards  merchants  and 
traders  of  that  law  which  gives  unlimited  satis- 
faction upon  the  goods,  estates,  and  body  of  the 
debtor.  In  what  respect,  it  mav  be  asked,  is  it 
superior  to  the  much  deprecated  (aw  of  the  twelve 
tables?  We  do  not,  inoeed,  countenance  the  par- 
tition of  the  unhappy  debtor  among  his  enraged 
creditors,  but  we  do  allow  his  estates  and  his  ex- 
pectations to  be  torn  in  pieces ;  we  do  allow  him, 
without  mercy  or  remorse,  to  be  stripped  at  once 
of  present  p(^essions  and  future  possibilities ;  to 
be  leit  without  means  and  without  hopes — an  out- 
cast and  a  reproach.  If  it  be  against  the  policy  of 
our  code  that  the  unfortunate  insolvent  and  his 
miserable  familv  should  be  subjected  to  domestic 
servitude  or  sola  to  foreign  slavery,  by  how  much 
are  we  more  merciful  when  we  award  against 
him  the  ignominy  of  perpetual  imprisonment  and 
perpetual  poverty  ?  But  we  are  often  told,  while 
the  debtor  suffers  justly  for  his  folly  or  his  crime, 
his  innocent  dependants  not  only  do  not,  as  in 
some  parts  of  the  world,  participate  in  his  punish- 
ment, but  are,  in  truth,  rescued  from  want  bv  the 
more  humane  provisions  of  the  law.  Not  to  dwell 
upon  the  unavoidable  insufficiency  of  provisions 
for  pauperism  to  supply  the  accustomed  comforts 
and  luxuries  of  life,  your  memorialists  would  hum- 
bly submit  to  your  consideration  whether  there  be 
not  something  of  mistaken  humanity  in  a  system 
which  creates  the  poor  for  whom  it  provides? 
whether  it  does  not  arglie  somewhat  of  inconsist- 
ency if  we  seem  to  gienerate  evil  for  the  sake  of 


doing  it  away  ?  whether  that  may  not  be  an  un- 
reasonable prejudice  which  prefers  to  establish  a 
partial  remedy  by  poor  laws  rather  than  a  very 
general  prevention  by  bankrupt  laws?  Neither, 
perhaps,  will  it  appear,  upon  investigation,  that 
the  commercial  debtor  commonly  or  often  suffers 
justly  for  his  folly  or  his  crime.  An  enlightened 
Legislature  will  undoubtedly  be  well  aware  that  a 
circulating  medium  is  the  life-blood  of  compierce ; 
that  the  obtaining  of  credit,  or  what  in  other  men 
than  traffickers  and  traders  might  justly  be  called 
running  in  debt,  is  an  essential  part  of  the  system 
of  exchange ;  it  is  the  borrowing  from  one  in  order 
to  pay  to  another  in  some  less  valuable  form  which 
constitutes  the  gain  of  the  merchant;  and  it  is  the 
foreseeing  how  to  effect  this  advantageous  commu- 
tation which  constitutes  his  skill.  This  is  a  game 
of  hazard  as  well  as  of  calculation,  and  it  is  suffi- 
ciently clear  that  any  unforeseen  check  between 
these  successive  steps^— some  inevitable  loss,  some 
unexpected  disappomtment^  or  even  some  tempo- 
rary delay — ^may  prevent  his  meeting  his  engage- 
ments, and  thus  involve  him  in  irretrievable  rum. 
Certainly  we  cannot  say  much  for  the  justice 
which  views  these  dispositions  of  fortune  in  the 
light  of  criminalitv,  and  puts  their  victim  on  a 
level  with  the  idle,  the  extravagant,  and  the 
profligate. 

Our  humane  and  admirable  law  seems,  indeed, 
to  depart  from  its  own  spirit  every  way  in  the 
case  of  the  unfortunate  deotor.  It  not  only  ren- 
ders him  obnoxious  to  an  unmerited  weight  of 
Sunishment,  but  it  puts  out  of  its  own  hands  all 
iscretionary  right  of  measuring  or  apportioning 
that  punishment,  and  vests  an  unlimited  power  ih 
the  interested  and  the  irritated.  To  no  purpose 
are  we  told  that  the  true  interest  of  the  creditor 
would  be  to  release  his  prisoner,  to  put  him  in  a 
way  of  honest  industiy,  and  to  restore  him  to  his 
credit  with  the  world ;  ^r  here  we  find  men  blinded 
by  avarice  rather  than  ^ded  by  interest;  and  par- 
ticularly as  each  creditor  reflects  that  the  mercy 
which  he  would  willinffly  extend,  his  neighbor 
will  certainly  reject  Thus  is  the  merciless  re- 
munerated^ while  he  who  indulges  the  common 
feelings  of  humanity  loses,  or  at  least  hazards,  the 
debt  without  benefiting  the  debtor.  Where  there 
are  many  claimant^  tnere  will  always  be  some 
unfeeling  or  unjust  ^  and  we  cannot  refuse  to  recol- 
lect how  much  it  is  in  the  power  of  a  single  in- 
dividual, for  how  insignificant  a  sum,  after  other 
means  of  satisfaction  are  exhausted,  to  produce  all 
the  evil  we  have  in  part  attempted  to  describe. 
That  this  unyielding  hardness  on  the  part  of  the 
creditor  is  by  no  means  so  unfrequent  as  we  could 
wish  to  believe,  does  but  too  plainly  appear  when 
we  call  up  the  condition  of  the  Englixh  jails,  at  a 
former  period,  during  more  than  a  century  and  a 
half.  From  the  moment  that  imprisonment  for 
debt  was  first  granted  by  law,  to  the  time  when 
the  benevolent  system  of  bankruptcy  was  fully 
and  effectually  introduced,  we  find  them  crowded 
and  overflowing  with  the  miserable  victims  of  in- 
solvency to  an  almost  incredible  decree;  and  we 
much  fear  that  the  great  cities  and  commercial 
marts  of  our  own  country,  even  in  this  enUghtenei 
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and  philanthropic  a^e,  will  afford  ample  evidence 
of  a  KtroDg  disposition  in  creditors  to  enforce  the 
light  of  imprisonment  in  its  severest  extent. 

llitfaerto  we  have  considered  this  important  sub- 
ject principally  on  the  side  of  mercy.  Your  me- 
morialists would  likewise  represent  it  on  the  side 
of  justice.  The  law,  as  it  now  stands,  appears  to 
leave  a  wide  opening,  and  to  create  a  powerful 
temptation  to  fraud.  The  debtor,  who  has  noth- 
iog  to  expect  from  compassion,  and  notfaii.g  to 
fear  from  detection,  has  little  inducement  to  an 
honest  disclosure  of  effects,  which,  if  utterly  sur- 
rendered, would  probably  but  ill  satisfy  the  rapa- 
city of  the  vultures  who  surround  him.  To  what 
but  the  hopeless  severity  of  our  law  can  we  attrib- 
ute the  frequent  instances  of  fraudulent  convey- 
ances in  trust ;  of  fictitious  transfers  of  property  ; 
of  the  security  of  endorsers  before  any  liability  bias 
attached^  or  who  have  perhaps  generated  a  spuri- 
ous credit  by  the  accommodation  of  their  names, 
with  an  understanding  that  no  liability  ever  should 
attach ;  of  the  collusive  preference  or  one  or  more 
creditors  to  the  total  exclusion  of  the  rest;  and  the 
whole  complicated  tissue  of  deceit  which  may  be 


and  indigence;  when  they  are  makitaiflcd  at  ihe 
charge  of  others  in  utter  uselessness  and  iJotb,  as 
a  rotten  excrescence  that  is  draining  the  resowces 
of  the  community;  when  they  may  have  bwn 
driven  by  long  continuance  of  unmerited  punish- 
ment to  absolute  despair ;  and  when  the  infamy  of 
in  terminable  poverty  may  have  rendered  them  dis- 
affected and  factious. 

These  abuses  and  dangers  your  meiboriaiists 
humbly  conceive  may  be  obviated  bv  Uieestabli<»h- 
ment  of  a  uniform  and  permanent  baakra^  law ; 
a  law  which  shall  at  once  satisfy  justice  and  hu- 
manity; which  shall  empower  the  creditor  to 
check  his  debtor^s  ruinous  career  before  it  has 
wholly  divested  him  of  means;  which  shall  coiB|d 
the  insolvent^  under  heavy  penalties,  to  a  full  dis- 
closure of  his  effects  and  of  his  credits;  which 
shall  destroy  all  collusive  intercourse  with  fraudu- 
lent creditors,  and  remove  all  probability  of  secret 
or  fictitious  conveyance ;  which  shall  coforce  an 
absolute  cession  and  an  equal  distributioa  of  the 
bankrupt's  property  in  satisfaction  of  all  Uwfil 
claims — a  law  which,  while  it  shall  threain  fraud- 
ulent bankrupts  with  its  severest  visitation, shall, on 


observed  in  daily  operation  to  sustain  the  credit  of  the  other  hand,  discharge  the  person  of  the  lair  and 


a  tottering  hoase,  or  raise  it  from  its  fall  ?  The 
wstem  of  palpable  fraud  and  oppression  which  has 
tnus  grown  out  of  the  abuses  and  imperfections  of 
the  law  must  obviously  occasion  vast  impediment 
to  commercial  enterprise  and  skill.  By  it  credit  is 
greatly  affected  both  at  home  and  abroad.  Gen- 
eral insecurity  begets  mutual  distrust.  We  know 
not  who  may  be  honest  till  he  has  been  tempted, 
and  we  have  no  certain  bold  on  dishonesty  in  the 
law.  If,  then,  it  should  seem  that  our  State  insol- 
Tent  acts,  so  far  as  they  oray  tend  to  impair  the 
obUffation  of  contracts,  are  unconstitutional  and 
yoidj  your  memorialists  would  suggest  to  your  im- 
partial inquiry  whether  the  practical  obligation  of 
contracts  is  not,  in  point  of^fact,  as  seriously  and 
more  freuuently  impaired  by  the  existence  of  the 
evils  we  have  thus  oriefly  enumerated. 

There  is  one  other  remaining  ground  upon 
which  your  memorialists  beg  leave  to  suggest  the 
expediency  of  amendment  in  the  present  law  of 
satisfaction  for  debt.  Its  effects  upon  society  are 
believed  to  be  pernicious  in  au  alarming  degree : 
and  your  memorialists  do  not  doubt  that  moral 
and  political  results  are  the  chief  and  peculiar  soli- 
citude of  enlightened  legiskition.    Its  moral  effects 


honorable  debtor  from  an  odious  and  unreasonable 
confinement ;  which  shall  rescue  his  future acgai- 
sitions  from  a  retrospective  liability :  and  which 
shall  establish  some  pecuniary  emolument  as  a 
reward  for  prudence  and  f^ood  faith,  that  he  may 
be  enabled  to  renew  his  blighted  hopies,  and  bv  the 
strength  of  .honest  industry  reattain  to  usefamess 
and  honor. 

Your  memorialists  can  perceive  no  evil  lesalt- 
ing  from  a  system  of  bankruptcy  sufficient  to  coun- 
terbalance tnese  many  and  great  benefits;  and  they 
would  piarticularly  represent  that,  in  their  on'oioo, 
the  agricultural  interest  can  never  saffer  from  a 
law  by  which  they  do  not  see  that  agriculiuxists 
are  in  any  wajr  affected,  excepting^  as  they  may 
acquire  an  additional  hold  upon  the  merdiant  for 
the  recovery  of  their  just  debts. 

Your  memorialists  have  thus  far  treteassed  on 
the  attention  of  the  Legislature  from  a  aeep  con- 
viction of  the  importance  and  interest  of  the  sub- 
ject which  they  urge,  as  well  as  a  firm  bcJief  that 
their  suggestions,  at  the  present  jaactare^  when 
comnierce,  in  an  especial  manner,  demands  the 
fostering  hand  of  Government  to  protect  and  ass^ist 
it,  and  when  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 


are  believed  by  your  memorialists  to  be  pernicious  j  States  have  recentlv  declared  that  all  Stale  insol- 
vent acts  which  anect  the  discharge  of  the  con- 
tract are  unconstitutional  and  void,  will  be  noticed 
with  that  indulgence  which  their  necessities  may 
seem  to  require,  and  that  the  United  States  of 
America  will  no  longer  be,  as  w«  believe  it  now 
is,  the  onlv  commercial  nation  in  the  civilian! 
world  utterly  destitute  of  any  general  provision  in 
the  nature  of  a  bankrupt  law. 

These  considerations  theundenugnedymerchants 
and  traders  of  Boston,  and  of  other  towns  wiihio 
the  State  of  Massachusetts,  humbly  submit,  with 
the  hope  that  such  measures  may  be  adopted  for 
the  relief  of  a  numerous  and  unfortunate  ebss  of 


in  an  alarming  degree,  when  it  is  seen  that  in  cases 
of  insolvency  no  distinction  is  made  between  the 
unfortunate  and  the  profbse;  that  innoceaoe  and 

Silt  are  alike  tenants  of  the  common  jail ;  that 
I  compassionate  are  plundered,  and  justice  is 
cheated  of  its  right ;  that  the  honest  insolvent  is 
strongly  tempted  to  sacrifice  his  integrity,  and 
often  overpowered ;  in  short,  that  only  the  traudu- 
lent  debtor,  by  the  secretion  of  pronerty  no  longer 

S  escapes  the  chief  penalties  ot  the  law,  and 
f  the  nard-hearted  creditor,  by  rigorously  per- 
sisting in  his  olaioi,  obtains  its  Adl  benefit.  Its 
political  effects  may  be  thought  not  less  alarmingly 


pernicious  when  a  large  number  of  respectable   citizens  as  Congress  in  its  wisdom  may  think  ad> 
and  industrious  citizens  are  reduced  to  idleness  I  equate  to  that  durable  end. 
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VACCINATION. 

[Communieatad  to  the  House,  Jannary  6t  18S0.] 

To  the  hanorahit  the  Senate  and  House  of  ReprestnU 
ativee  of  the  United  States  of  Ameriea  .• 

The  memorial  of  the  ondersigDed  respectfully 
represents :  That,  at  a  late  meeting  of  a  number  of 
gentlemen  friendly  to  vaccination,  held  in  this 
city,  in  pursuance  of  a  public  notice  given  for  that 
purpose,  your  memorialists  were  chosen  a  board  of 
managers,  in  conjunction  with  Dr.  James  Smith, 
the  agent  appointed  by  the  President  under  author- 
ity of  the  act  of  Congress,  entitled  "An  act  to  en- 
courage vaccination ;  to  organize  a  national  vac- 
cine institution  for  the  United  States  of  America, 
agreeably  to  a  plan  which  had  been  previously 
proposed  by  him,  and  for  the  support  of  which  con- 
siderable  sums  have  been  subscribed."  It  has, 
therefore,  become  the  duty  of  your  memorialists  to 
solicit  your  serious  attention  to  this  important  sub- 
ject, and  if  the  views  of  our  association  fu'ly  meet 
with  your  approbation,  we  ma^'t  respectfully  peti- 
tion and  pray  that  you  will  ^rant  us  an  act  ot  in 
corporation  to  enable  us  with  more  certainty  to 
carry  into  effect  the  plan  which  has  been  adopt- 
ed by  ttie  society  we  represent,  "to  secure  the 
preservation  and  distribution  of  the  true  vaccine 
matter,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States." 

Your  memorialists  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to 
enter  into  any  detail  of  facts  to  prove  to  you  the 
necessity  which  exists  of  yoUr  giving  greater  en- 
conragement  to  vaccination;  nor  yet  to  demon- 
strate the  many  advantages  which  the  public  may 
reasonably  expect  to  derive  from  the  institution 
now  proposed  to  be  established  for  this  purpose. 
But  in  an  undertaking  which  appears  to  us  to  be 
so  intihiately  connected  with  the  convenience, 
health,  and  general  welfare  of  our  fellow-citizens 
in  every  part  of  the  United  States,  it  becomes  as 
to  submit  for  your  consideration  some  of  the  most 
prominent  reasons  which  have  induced  us  to  en- 
gage in  rt. 

1st.  The  small  pox,  which  is  a  contagious  dis- 
ease, and  one  of  the  most  fatal  and  destructive 
places  that  ever  affected  the  human  race,  vet  ex- 
ists in  our  country,  and  annually  destroys  the  lives 
of  many  of  our  fellow-citizens.  The  rich  and  the 
poor,  the  old  and  the  young,  are  alike  liable  to  take 
this  disease. «  It  i;s  not  confined  to  any  particular 
place,  bat  pervades  alike  our  cities  and  villages ; 
and,  searchmg  every  wherefor  its  victims,  penetrates 
within  our  inmost  and  most  solitary  settlements. 
Neither  are  the  untutored  natives  of  our  land  se- 
cure from  this  plague ;  it  is  frequently  carried  into 
their  camps  and  villages,  and  produces  among 
them  the  utmost  consternation  and  despair. 

2d.  It  is  now  proveti,  in  a  manner  so  fully  and 
clearly  as  to  admit  of  no  doubt  whatever,  that  the 
trne  kine  pock  is  a  certain  preventive  of  small  pox, 
as  well  as  of  all  the  calamities  which  are  naturally 
attendant  on  it.  This  remedy  is  never  attended 
with  any  danger,  and  may  be  safely  applied  by  any 
inteiligent  person  who  is  furnished  With  the  mat- 
ter, due  care  being  taken  to  follow  the  simple  and 


easy  directions  which  are  now  given  with  it  for 
its  proper  management. 

3d.  The  matter  of  the  true  kine  pock  (and  no 
other  can  have  any  effect  to  prevent  the  sinall 
pox)  is  of  foreign  origin,  and  is  not  known,  as  has 
been  asserted  by  some,  to  be  indigenous  in  our 
country.  The  peculiarly  delicate  nature  of  tl^is 
matter  likewise  renders  it.  so  extremely  liable  to 
pjerish,  that,  even  when  we  have  it  in  our  posses- 
sion, we  cannot  keep  it  active  in  our  hands,  except 
for  very  short  periods  of  time,  (depending  much 
upon  the  state  of  the  weather,)  without  renewing 
it  from  one  subject  to  another,  with  the  greatest 
regularity,  care,  and  attention.  From  these  unal- 
terable circumstances,  and  peculiar  qualities  in  the 
nature  of  the  vaccine  fluid,  there  are  but  few  per- 
sons who  can  ever  pay  such  constant  and  unre- 
mitted attention  to  its  preservation  as  would  ena- 
ble them  to  furnish  it  with  any  degree  of  certainty 
when  it  might  be  most  wanted.  The  act  of  Con- 
gress to  encourage  vaccination  has  been  attended 
with  many  good  efi*ects.  The  agent  appointed 
under  this  law  has  been  successful  in  his  endeavors 
to  preserve  the  genuine  virus ;  and  from  him  the 
surgeons  of  the  army  and  navy,  as  well  as  the  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  in  every  section  of  our 
country,  have  obtained,  without  interruption,  a  sup- 
ply of  tnis  remedy  as  often  as  they  have  found  it 
necessary  to  apply  to  him  for  it. 

In  England,  wnere  the  vaccine  remedy  was  firat 
discovered,  a  solicitude  proportionate  to  the  diffi- 
culty of  preserving  it  has  been  uniformly  mai^- 
i'ested  'f  and  various  institutions  have  been  estab- 
lished there  for  this  purpose,  under  the  direction  of 
the  roost  respectable  characters.  Of  these  estab- 
lishments, the  London  Vaccine  Institution  is,  per- 
haps, the  most  celebrated  in  the  world.  In  many 
other  parts  of  enlightened  Europe,  the  most  zealous 
philanthropists  have  taken  an  active  part  in  div- 
seminating  the  kine  pock,  and  In  protecting  their 
fellow-men  from  destruction  by  small  pox. 

4th.  The  use  of  spurious  and  other  kinds  of  im- 
proper infection,  taken  in  mistake  for  the  real  kine 
pocK  matter,  has  often  occasioned  fatal  accidents, 
and  checked  the  progress  of  vaccination  in  places 
where  otherwise  it  would  have  been  cherished  and 
esteemed.  This  was  particularly  the  case  when 
the  kine  pock  was  first  attempted  to  be  introduced 
into  New  York,  Marhleheao,  Norfolk,  and  some 
other  places  in  this  country.  Citizens  who  have 
been  ai.sappointfd  in  this  way.  or  who  take  the 
small  pox  after  being  assured  tnat  they  have  had 
the  true  kine  pock,  are  very  apt  to  be  led  to  doubt 
the  eflicacy  of  vaccination,  and  to  turn  a  deaf  eki 
forever  thereafter  to  every  proof  or  fkct  which  cim 
be  adduced  in  support  of  tne  Jennerian  disco veiy. 
There  is  no  point,  indeed,  in  which  the  friends  of 
vaccination  are  so  liable  to  be  assailed,  or  in  whidh 
they  are  so  often  found  vulnerable,  as  in  their  lia- 
bility to  use  spurious  instead  of  th^  genuine  virus. 
The  most  skilful  physicians  have  not  been  always 
exempt  from  making  mistakes  in  this  particuloj. 
The  illustrious  Jenner,  when  he  at  first  promul- 
gated his  discovery  to  the  world,  had  more  diffi- 
culties to  contend  with  on  this  score  than  on  any 
other.    He  then  informed  us  of  the  "  extreme  d^- 
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icacy  of  the  nature  of  the  vaccine  duid,"  and 
showed  us  how  easily  it  could  be  *'  disorganized." 
He  also  informed  us  that,  with  all  his  care  and 
attention,  '*an  unnatural  deviation  in  this  virus 
from  its  perfect  state  frequently  occurred  to  him." 
Dr.  Waterhouse,  of  Boston,  likewise  informs  us 
that,  "  about  the  latter  end  of  the  Autumn,  or  be- 
firinnlng  of  the  Winter  of  1800,  the  vaccine  disease 
had  deviated,  in  his  opinion,  from  its  original  char- 
acter, and  assumed  a  face  with  which  he  was  not 
acquainted."  In  a  discovery  which  has  been  so 
recently  made  known  to  the  world,  and  which  is 
yet  so  imperfectly  understood  by  any  of  us,  all 
these  difficulties  may  be  reasonably  expected ;  and 
whenever  they  do  occur  to  any  practitioner,  it  is 
indispensably  requisite  that  he  snould  desist  at  once 
from  operating,  and  not  attempt  to  vaccinate  any 
one  until  furnished  with  fresh  matter,  taken  from 
some  true  and  genuine  source.  The  application  of 
the  vaccine  matter  is  in  itself  a  very  simple  business, 
and  has  been  often  intrusted  to  operators  of  very 
little  skill ;  but  it  requires  some  considerable  knowl- 
edge of  this  matter  to  enable  any  practitioner  to 
select  the  best  for  his  use,  or  to  discriminate,  with 
accuracy,  between  the  true  vaccine  and  the  many 
counterteit  affections  which  are  liable  to  be  mis- 
taken for  it.  We,  therefore,  deem  it  to  be  of  essen- 
tia] importance  that  some  central  and  responsible 
institution  should  be  established  wherein  an  unin- 
terrupted supply  of  genuine  matter  should  be  main- 
tained, and  from  which  it  ought  to  be  regularly 
dispensed,  on  the  most  free  and  liberal  terms  possi- 
ble, to  all  who  want  it.  To  relieve  the  public  from 
all  doubt  or  uncertainty  in  a  matter  of  so  much 
importance  to  them,  the  purity  and  efficacy  of  this 
virus  should  be  occasionally  tested,  and  the  result 
of  these  necessary  precautions  should  be  faithfully 
communicated  to  the  public  from  time  to  time. 

5th.  Another  and  a  very  important  advantage  of 
such  an  institution  as  has  been  proposed,  must 
arise  from  its  great  convenience  to  the  whole  com- 
munity. The  public  authorities,  as  well  as  private 
citizens,  are  all  alike  interested  in  this  establish- 
ment. The  surgeons  of  the  army  and  navy  re- 
quire a  constant  supply  of  the  vaccine  matter,  and 
they  cannot  procure  it  with  certainty  on  any  terms 
except  through  the  medium  of  some  institution  of 
this  kind.  An  honorable  committee  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  in  a  report  on  this  subject, 
dated  February  3,  1818,  gave  it  as  their  opinion, 
and  the  Grovernment  of  our  country  has  adopted  it 
as  a  just  and  proper  precaution,  that  *'  the  vaccina- 
tion of  those  persons  belonging  to  the  army  and 
navy,  who  hacf  never  had  the  small  pox.  was  dic- 
tated by  duty  as  well  as  interest."  But  tne  preser- 
vation of  the  vaccine  matter,  as  has  been  already 
intimated,  is  altogether  incompatible  with  the  du- 
ties which  the  surgeons  in  service  are  bound  to 
perform :  it,  therefore,  becomes  necessary  for  us  to 
supply  them  with  this  remedy  as  often  as  they 
may  have  occasion  to  use  it.  But,  independent  of 
these  facilities  which  the  public  authorities  will 
derive  from  this  institution,  our  fellow-citizens  of 
every  description  will  be  most  happily  accommo- 
dated, (when  necessity,  perhaps,  may  compel  them  I 
to  resort  to  it,)  by  knowing  how  and  where  they  | 


can  obtain  with  certainty  a  proper  supjdy  of  this 
matter.  There  are  but  few  among  us  who  regard 
as  we  ought  any  danger  which  is  at  a  distance,  or 
out  of  our  immediate  view;  and  there  are  many 
who,  under  these  circumstances,  cannot  be  per- 
suaded to  make  any  provision  whatever  against  it 
Many  families  who,  when  the  best  opportunity 
was  offered,  could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  use  the 
kine  pock,  have  afterwards,  when  they  became 
accidentally  exposed  to  the  contagion  of  small  pox, 
searched  with  avidity  for  this  remedy,  and  risked 
their  lives  upon  the  first  portion  of  matter  they 
could  procure  from  any  source.  Many  persons,  in 
the  moment  of  danger  to  a  whole  neighborhood, 
have  sent  messenger  after  messenger,  and  one  ex- 
press after  another,  to  very  distant  places,  in  the 
greatest  precipitation,  and  sometimes  without  be- 
ing able  to  procure  any  matter  tipon  which  they 
could  place  their  dependence.  The  &tal  conse- 
quences which  are  liable  to  flow  from  proceedings 
of  this  kind,  point  out  to  us,  in  the  plainest  and 
most  forcible  manner,  the  necessity  oi  preserving 
this  invaluable  matter  with  the  greatest  care  in 
some  convenient  and  well  known  place,  from 
whence  it  may  be  obtained  at  a  moment's  notice, 
and  distributed  free  of  every  impediment,  and  to 
any  extent  it  may  be  demanded. 

6th.  There  is  at  this  present  time  a  very  Ime 
majority  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  haUe 
to  take  the  variolous  disease ;  and,  of  those  who 
are  liable  to  be  affected  by  it,  there  is  not  one-half 
of  them  who  are  willing  to  submit  to  be  vacci- 
nated, unless  they  are  urged  to  it  by  their  immedi- 
ate exposure  to  tne  contagion  of  small  pox.  This 
universal  carelessness  or  unwillingness  in  most 
people  to  give  themselves  any  trouble,  or  to  incur 
any  expense  on  this  account,  unless  impelled  by 
some  immediate  danger,  cannot  be  too  haishiy 
condemned ;  it  is  discouraging  in  the  extreme,  and 
seems  to  forbode  to  our  country,  at  some  future 
period  of  time,  a  more  serious  ciaiamity  by  small 
pox  than  we  have  ever  experienced  from  iu  We 
should,  therefore,  take  heed  in  time,  and  endeavor, 
by  our  constant  care  and  unremitted  attention,  to 
preserve  the  kine  pock  in  its  parity  and  excellence. 
The  more  universal  its  use,  the  more  eflectual  and 
certain  will  be  our  future  protection  and  sufeiy 
from  small  pox. 

In  the  years  1815  and  1816  the  cities  of  New 
York  and  JPhiladelphia  became  much  infected  with 
the  small  pox,  and  from  them  it  was  soon  carried 
into  many  other  towns  and  seaports  within  the 
United  States;  from  these,  again,  it  was  commu- 
nicated to  others,  and  carried  into  the  interior  of 
our  country,  where  it  has  existed  ever  since.  Be- 
tween the  months  of  February,  1815,  and  April, 

1816.  their  records  inform  us  that  one  thousand 
one  hundred  persons  had  been  diseased  of  small 
pox  in  the  city  of  New  York  alone,  and  that  of 
these  two  hundred  and  ninety-three  had  died.  In 
Philadelphia^  from  January  2,  1807,  to  January  1, 

1817,  (omittmg  three  years,  from  which  no  ac- 
count was  received,)  six  hundred  and  twentr^f re 
persons  died  of  small  pox !  We  have  thus  indu- 
nitable  proof  that  upwards  of  nine  hundred  t^  our 
fellow-citizens  have  fallen  a  sacrifice  within  a  few 
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years  past  to  this  plague  in  these  two  cities  alone. 
But  ir  it  were  possible  for  us  to  bring  into  one 
riew  the  sum  total  of  all  the  mortality  and  con- 
sequent injury  which  has  been  sustained  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  United  States  by  small  pox  within 
even  a  few  years  past,  the  exposition  could  not  fail 
to  excite  a  corresponding  feeling  in  yours,  as  well 
as  in  the  mind  of  every  person  who  is  capable  of 
comprehending  its  extent  or  magnitude.  If  this 
destruction  of  our  fellow-creatures  were  unavoida- 
ble, it  would  certainly  be  most  proper  for  us  to  be 
silent,  and  to  submit  to  it  with  due  humility  of 
heart,  as  is  our  duty  under  every  dispensation  of 
Providence.  But  the  evils  here  complained  of  are 
not  unavoidable ;  they  might  with  greater  propri- 
ety be  said  to  be  of  our  own  creating,  for  most  cer- 
tainly they  are  the  natural  effects  of  our  neglecting 
an  acknowledged  duty.  In  corroboration  of  this 
opinion,  we  can  state  to  you,  on  authority  which 
cannot  be  controverted,  that  during  the  same  pe- 
riod of  time  above  mentioned,  when  the  small  pox 
committed  such  ravages  in  New  York  and  Phila- 
delphia, it  was  likewise  introduced  into  the  city  of 
Baltimore,  but  it  was  soon  extinguished  again  with 
very  little  difficulty ;  and  we  are  well  convinced, 
from  experience,  that,  if  proper  care  were  always 
taken  to  vaccinate  immediately  when  the  small  pox 
first  appears  in  any  place,  we  could  soon  subdue 
and  eradicate  this  pla^e  entirely  from  our  coun- 
try. If  that  disheartening  apathy,  however,  which 
pervades  the  community  in  regard  to  the  danger 
of  small  pox  when  out  of  view  cannot  be  roused 
into  action  by  any  means  within  our  power,  the 
small  pox  must  continue  to  exist  among  us,  and 
we  must  occasionally  suffer  severely  for  our  neglect 
of  the  extraordinary  remedy  which  a  merciful  and 
kind  Providence  has  fumisned  us  to  prevent  it. 

Every  citizen,  therefore,  of  a  discerning  mind, 
who  has  the  prosperity  of  his  country  and  the  wel- 
fare of  the  human  family  sincerelv  at  his  heart, 
will,  we  hope,  give  the  proposed  plan  of  a  '*  Na- 
tional Yaccine  Institution''  his  zealous  support, 
and  endeavor  to  bring  as  many  individuals  as  he 
ean  under  the  healing  influence  of  vaccination. 
Every  child  properly  vaccinated  will  afford  to  the 
rest  of  the  community  one  additional  security,  at 
least,  against  the  future  prevalence  of  small  pox ; 
and  in  the  same  proportion  as  we  can  increase 
these  securities,  so  also  we  will  raise  up  numerous 
impr^mable  barriers  to  the  introduction  and  spread- 
ing of  the  variolous  contajifion  among  us. 

Signed  by  Josiah  Meigs,  Wm.  H.  Clendinen, 
Tha  Henderson^  Stephen  B.  Balch,  B.  B.  Cald- 
well, James  Smith. 

Wasbinoton  City,  D.  C,  Jan,  1, 1820. 


UNIFORM  SYSTEM  OF  BANKRUPTCY. 

[CommaDieated  to  the  Senate,  January  10,  1830.] 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repreeentatitet  of  the 
United  States  in  Congress  assembted: 

The  memorial  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
the  city  of  New  York  respectfully  showeth : 
That,  when  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  of 


the  United*  States  gave  Congress  power  to  estab- 
lish uniform  laws  upon  the  subiect  of  bankruptcies 
throughout  the  United  States,  tney  must  have  fore- 
seen tnat  the  commercial  intercourse  among  the 
several  States  might  at  some  future  period  become 
so  extensive  and  important  as  to  render  it  advisable, 
if  not  necessary,  for  Congress  to  exercise  the  power 
thus  given  to  them.  Your  memorialists  beg  leave 
most  respectfully  to  suggest  for  the  consideration 
of  Congress  whether  the  period  has  not  arrived 
which  tne  Convention  foresaw,  when  the  interests 
of  the  country  require  that  the  power  vested  in 
Congress  upon  this  subject  should  be  exercised. 

Among  other  things  which  bind  the  people  of 
the  United  States  together  as  one  nation,  our 
commercial  intercourse  with  each  other  must  be 
considered  by  every  enlightened  statesman  as  a 
band  of  no  insignificant  importance ;  the  regula- 
tion of  it  was,  therefore,  wisely  intrusted  by  the 
Constitution  to  Congress.  To  an  extensive  and 
flourishing  internal  and  foreign  commerce,  it 
seems  to  your  memorialists  that  a  general  system 
of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  United  States  is 
essential.  In  cases  where  misfortune  overtakes 
and  ruins  a  merchant  in  any  part  of  the  United 
States,  (and  what  merchant  is  there  whom  mis- 
fortune may  not  overtake  and  ruin  ?)  it  is  certainly 
important  that  some  plan  should  oe  adopted  by 
which  his  creditors  in  every  part  of  the  United 
States  should  stand  upon  an  equal  footing,  have 
an  equal  chance  of  receiving  a  dividend  of  his 
estate^  and  equal  means  of  knowing  in  what  man- 
ner his  property  is  to  be  disposed  of. 

Your  memorialists  believe  that  no  other  plan 
than  a  uniform  bankrupt  law  can  be  adopted  to 
effect  these  desirable  ends;  without  it.  in  cases 
where  a  merchant  fails,  his  creditors  ao  not  all 
stand  upon  the  same  footing.  In  some  of  the 
States,  in  case  of  a  debtor  abscond inf^,  a  differ- 
ence is  made  by  law  between  the  remedies  against 
him  afforded  to  persons  residing  within  the  State 
and  those  residing  in  other  States.  In  the  State 
of  New  York,  if  a  merchant  fails  and  absconds 
from  the  State,  leaving  property  within  it,  a  citi- 
zen of  New  York  may  sue  out  an  attachment 
a^nst  the  property  which  he  has  left  behind 
him,  but  a  citizen  of  another  State  cannot.  It  is 
true,  indeed,  that  the  property  when  attached  is 
for  the  benefit  of  all  his  creditors ;  but  it  is  equally 
true  that  if,  before  he  at»conds,  the  debtor  has 
foresight  enough  to  pay  his  creditors  in  New 
York,  he  may  leave  nis  property  in  the  State 
with  perfect  safetv,  and  nis  creditors  in  other 
States  cannot  touch  it. 

Without  a  general  bankrupt  law,  all  the  credi- 
tors of  a  mercnant  who  fails  have  not  an  equal 
chance  of  receiving  a  dividend  from  his  estate. 
When  a  merchant^  affairs  become  embarrassed 
in  any  of  our  commercial  cities,  (the  practice  is 
so  uniform  that  it  has  become  a  perfect  system,) 
he  assigns  all  his  property  in  the  first  place  to  pay 
his  confidential  fnends,  who  have  lent  him  their 
names  and  their  money,  and  thus  given  him  a 
false  credit,  which  has  tfeen  the  means  of  his  im- 
posing upon  others ;  or  he  has  already  assigned,  as 
security  for  usurious  loans  procured  from  some  •f 
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tfie  harpies  who  infest  all  oar  cities^  every  thing 
that  he  has  of  any  value ;  his  honest  business 
creditors  get  nothing.  The  truth  of  this  has  been 
felt  and  will  be  acknowledged  by  almost  every 
commercial  man  in  the  United  States. 

Without  a  general  bankrupt  law,  it  is  manifest 
that  all  the  creditors  of  an  unfortunate  or  dishon- 
est merchant  have  not  equal  mean?  of  knowing 
how  and  in  what  manner  his  property  is  to  be 
disposed  of,  unless  they  can  be  presumed  to  be 
intimately  acquainted  with  the  laws  of  every 
State  in  which  they  may  have  a  debtor  residing. 

Tour  memorialists  cannot  but  express  their 
strong  conviction,  founded  upon  experience,  that 
a  general  bankrupt  law  is  essential  to  secure  any 
thmg  like  a  just  and  equal  distribution  of  prop- 
erty among  the  creditors  of  unfortunate  merchants. 
Tour  memorialists,  however,  beg  leave  most  re- 
spectfully to  suggest  that,  although  the  security  of 
creditors  is  thetirst  and  great  object  of  a  bankrupt 
law,  yet  the  relief  of  unfortunate  debtors,  who 
have  honestly  given  up  their  property  for  the  ben- 
efit of  their  creditors,  is  another  object  of  it. 

Your  memorialists  forbear  to  urge  those  argu- 
ments which  are  calculated  to  operate  upon  the 
heart,  b^  approaching  it  through  the  feelings  of 
compassion  m  favor  of  the  unfortunate,  for  reasons 
which  will  readily  suggest  themselves ;  but  they 
beg  leave  to  state'that  ttie  situation  of  the  United 
States  seems  in  their  opinion  to  require,  as  a  mere 
matter  of  State  policy,  that  merchants  who  have 
become  unfortunate  should  not  from  that  moment 
be  considered  as  drones  in  the  political  hive,  unable 
in  any  way  to  contribute  to  the  general  welfare. 
Misfortune  is  apt  enough  to  drive  mankind  to  des- 
peration, to  palsy  all  manly  exertion,  and  to  make 
the  stoutest  man  a  mere  infant.  The  laws  of  the 
country  should  encourage  the  unfortunate  to  future 
exertion,  and  not  sink  them  deeper  in  despair; 
they  should  hold  out,  as  objects  worthy  of  bis  fu- 
ture industry,  the  support  of  his  family,  who  by 
his  exertions  may  vet  become  respectable,  and  the 
re -establishment  or  his  own  reptrtation,  which,  led- 
though  sullied  by  misfortune,  may  yet,  through 
honest  industry  and  exertion,  become  brighter  than 
ever.  By  doing  do,  the  State  is  certainly  benefit- 
ed, because  it  is  its  interest  to  encourage  industry, 
and  to  excite  as  much  as  possible  the  exertions  of 
all  its  citizens  in  some  honest  pursuit.  The  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States  having  decided 
that  the  State  Legislatures  have  no  authority  to 
discharge  insolvent  debtors  from  their  debts,  miiess 
Congress  in  their  wisdom  shall  think  proper  to  in- 
terfere and  pass  a  general  bankrupt  law,  a  mer- 
chant who  becomes  unfortunate  m  the  United 
States  must  be  content  for  the  residue  of  his  life 
to  become  a  charge  upon  his  friends  or  his  coun- 
try. The  consequences  of  such  a  state  of  things 
upon  the  commercial  prosperity  of  the  United 
States  your  memorialists  leave  to  those  to  deter- 
mine upon  whom  the  duty  of  regulating  and  pro- 
tecting our  commerce  is  intrustedby  the  Constitu- 
tion. 

Your  memorialists  most  respectfully  pray  that 
Congress  will  pass  a  law  estamishing  a  seneral 
lystem  of  bankruptcy  tiiroughout  the  United  States, 


which  they  bdieve  is  called  for  hy  the  best  inter- 
ests of  the  country. 
And  your  memorialists  will  ever  pray,  &c. 
WILLIAM  BAYARD,  AesidaiL 

JoBH  PiMTARD,  Secretary. 


PROHIBITION  OF  SLAVERY  IN  MSSSOURL 

[Coramunicaieil  to  the  Senate,  January  13,  1820.] 

Newport,  December  22, 1819. 

At  a  late  and  numerous  meeting  held  at  the 
State  House,  pursuant  to  notice,  for  the  purpose 
of  taking  into  consideration  the  expediency  of  pre^ 
sen  ting  a  petition  to  Congress  to  jvohibit  the  Id- 
troduction  of  slavery  into  any  State  or  Territory 
that  may  hereafter  be  admitted  into  the  Union, 
Thomas  G.  Pitman,  Esq<,  was  called  to  the  chair. 
After  reading  the  circular  letter  from  the  New 
York  committee  on  this  very  interestiog  subject, 
and  likewise  their  address  to  the  American  peof^ 
which  was  followed  by  considerable  debate  and 
many  applicable  remarks,  the  following  resolutions 
were  almost  unanimously  adopted : 

Resolved^  That  Dutee  J.  Pearce,  Caleb  Green, 
John  Slocura,  Thomas  Peckham,  aad  £dward 
W.  Lawton,  be  a  committee  to  draught  a  memo- 
rial to  Confess,  praying  them  to  prohibit  the  fur- 
ther extension  01  slavery  into  any  Territory  tiiat 
msLv  be  admitted  into  the  union  of  the  States. 

Resoioed^  That  David  BofiuoQ,  David  Boffum, 
junior,  Benjamin  Hadwen,  John  Slocum,  Ste- 
phen Uould,  Clarke  Rodman,  Job  Sherman,  Tbos. 
H.  Mumford,  and  Edward  W.  Lawtoa,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  obtain  signatures  to  the  said  memoriaJ, 
and  forward  the  same  to  Congress  as  soon  as  may 
be. 

Aj^eeably  to  the  first  recited  resolution,  the  un- 
dersigned, having  prepared  the  annexed  raemoriai, 
respectfully  submit  the  same  to  the  citizois  of  the 
town  of  Newport  and  its  vicinity  for  their  appro- 
bation and  signatures. 

THOMAS  PECKHAM, 
DUTEE  J.  PEARCE, 
CALEB  GREEN, 
JOHN  SLOCUM. 
EDW.  W.  LAWTON. 

To th$  ScnarMe SeaaU 0/ th€  UmtedStatet: 

The  memorial  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Newport,  in  the  State  of  Rhode  laland,  with 
refereaee  to  the  bill  now  pending  before  jour 
honorable  body^  authorizing  the  people  of  the 
Territory  of  Missoivi  to  form  a  State  Govern- 
ment, and  for  other  purposes,  respectfully  show- 
eth: 

That  slavery,  as  it  now  exists  in  the  United 
States,  in  the  opinion  of  your  memorialists,  can 
never  be  made  a  matter  of  reproach  to  the  exisi> 
ing  Government  or  the  present  generation.  It 
was  an  evil  introduced  into  the  colonies  by  the 
parent  State,  and  acquiesced  in  to  a  great  degree 
ny  the  colonies  themselves,  in  an  age  when  the 
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traffic  in  sl«7es  was  porsaed  by  all  nations  with- 
out  a  suspicion  of  its  enormity. 

The  Northern  colonies  participated  in  it  equally 
-wxih  the  Southern,  and  the  navigation  of  the 
New  Enffland  ports,  and  particnlariy  of  this  town, 
"wns  em^oyed  continually  on  the  African  coast, 
in  ihe  transportation  of  slaires  to  the  different 
American  markets,  and  by  means  of  American 
capital.  There  can  be  no  reproach,  therefore,  cast 
upon  oar  Southern  brethren  for  the  introdaction 
of  this  evil,  which  as  your  memorialists  conceive, 
will  not  equally  attach  itself  to  ourselves  and  to 
the  English  nation.  We  were  all  equally  dis- 
posed to  embark  in  the  traffic,  and  to  avail  our- 
selves of  its  procee<ls,  and  Che  guilt,  if  any  there 
be,  must  be  shared  in  an  equal  degree  by  tne  par- 
ties concerned.  The  Constitution  of  tne  United 
States,  as  is  well  known  to  your  honorable  body, 
after  giving  Congress  an  unlimited  power  to  reg- 
ulate eomoierce,  with  certain  reservations  as  to 
the  intercourse  between  the  respective  States,  pro- 
vides ''  that  the  migration  or  importation  of  such 
persons  as  any  of  the  States  now  existing  shall 
thmk  proper  to  admit  shall  not  be  prohibited  by 
the  Congress  ]>rior  to  the  year  one  thousand  ei^t 
hundred  and  eijg;ht ;  but  a  tax  or  duty  may  be  im- 
posed on  such  importation,  not  exceeding  ten  dol- 
lars for  eadi  person." 

As  the  reservation  here  mentioned  reiated  mCTely 
to  the  direct  trade,  an  act  was  passed  as  early  as 
A.  D.  1794  making  it  unlawful  for  any  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  or  aKea  residing  therein,  to 
transport  in  American  bottoms  the  inhabitants  of 
any  kingdom,  place,  or  country,  to  any  other  for- 
eign kiiM;dom,  place,  or  country,  to  be  sold  and  dis- 
posed oT  as  daves,  or  from  the  United  States  to 
any  for&gn  kingdom,  place,  or  country ;  and,  by 
a  subsequent  act,  it  was  made  penal  to  bold  prop- 
erty in  any  vessel  whatever  so  employed^  or  to 
serve  on  board  such  vessel,  whether  American  or 
foreign.  The  direct  trade,  as  is  known  to  your 
honorable  body,  bad  become  limited  to  one  or  two 
States,  by  the  enlightened  views  that  prevailed  in 
the  South,  even  before  Congress  had  the  authority 
to  interpose  for  itself.  And  when  the  Constitu- 
tional period  to  which  the  limitation  on  their 
power  extended  i^i^as  about  to  expire  by  the  pros- 
pective act  of  March  ad,  A.  D.  1807,  it  was  de- 
clared unlawful  to  import  dr  bring  into  the  United 
States  any  negro,  mulatto,  or  person  of  color, 
with  the  intent  to  nold,  sell,  or  di^ose  of  such  ne- 
gro, mulatto,  or  person  of  color,  as  a  slave,  after 
the  1st  day  of  January,  1808w  This  law,  as  is 
well  known  to  your  honorable  body,  has  since  been 
modified  by  another  act,  principally  widi  respect 
to  its  penalties  \  and,  finally,  enforced  by  a  law  of 
the  last  session  of  Congtess,  authorizintf  the  Pre- 
sident to  employ  the  armed  vessels  of  Hie  United 
States  on  the  American  and  African  coasts,  to  ap- 
point agents  to  reside  in  Africa,  and  to  ofier  boun- 
ttea  for  the  slaves  released.  Thus,  the  United 
States  have  the  honor  of  being  the  first  to  advocate 
and  the  first  to  adopt  those  humane  and  enlight- 
ened measures  which,  after  twenty  years'  earnest 
and  eloquent  exhortation,  have  become  the  pride 
and  the  glory  of  the  States  of  Kurope. 


If  the  people  of  thin  country,  as  is  theoprnion 
of  your  memorialists,  were  responsible  for  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  slave  trade  after  the  government 
of  the  States  and  the  Union  had  passed  into  their 
own  hands,  it  is  equally  incumbent  on  your  me- 
morialists, and  all  others  who  enjoy  the  protection 
of  our  mild  and  equal  jaws,  to  confine  the  exbt- 
ence  of  slavery  within  the  narrowest  limits  possi- 
ble. To  say  nothing  of  its  utter  inconsbtency 
with  the  genius  of  our  republican  institutions, 
and  of  its  latal  effects  on  the  principles  and  morals 
of  men,  the  simple  circumstance  that  the  Qovem- 
meat  of  the  United  States  has  entirely  prohibited 
the  importation  of  slaves,  directly  or  indirectly, 
as  your  memorialists  have  set  forth,  is  sufficient 
of  itself  to  enforce  on  us  the  duty.  But  it  will  fae 
in  vain  that  Congress  shall  prohibit  the  traffic  in 
slaves  under  the  severest  penalties,  or  that  the 
President  be  disposed  to  exert  himself  to  the  ut- 
most to  enforce  these  provisions,  if  an  immense 
market  is  to  be  openea  in  the  territories  of  the 
West  for  the  unhappy  victims  of  this  traffic  The 
inevitable  result  o(  such  a  course  of  proceedings 
must  he,  a»yo«r  memorialists  upprehend,  to  in- 
crease the  temptations  (o  introduce  them  illegally, 
already  too  great,  and  fatal  to  the  morals  and  in- 
du2^y  of  your  constituents.  It  cannot,  then,  escane 
the  notice  of  your  honorable  body  that  the  outlet 
of  the  Mississippi  and  its  tributary  waters,  and 

Generally  of  the  streams  that  flow  into  the  Gulf  of 
lexico,  is  placed  by  nature  in  a  region  beyond 
almost  any  other  in  the  Union,  open  to  an  illicit 
trade — a  low  alluvial  country,  abounding  in  inlets, 
remote  from  any  dense  population,  in  the  vicinity 
of  Cuba,  a  great  depot  and  tlave  mart — and  affora- 
ing  temptations  innumerable  to  a  traffic  in  slaves 
from  the  education  and  habits  of  the  people  of 
Louisiana.  The  experience  of  the  Government 
has  exactly  corresponded  to  what  your  memorial- 
ists would  have  presutned  to  be  the  case.  We  re- 
fer your  honorable  body  to  the  explicit  testimony 
of  the  collector  of  the  customs  at  New  Orleans, 
(Mr.  Beverly  Chew,)  in  his  letters  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  on  the  subject  of  the  pirati- 
cal establishment  at  Galveston ;  and  to  the  state- 
ment made  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  and 
never  cootradicted,  that  above  14,000  slaves  were 
introduced  into  the  United  States  in  that  year, 
and  principally  tbroush  these  outlets.  We  woula 
ask,  then,  With  all  &ferenee  to  your  honorable 
body,  what  can  be  more  feasible  to  the  unprinci- 

eed  men  engaged  in  this  business  than,  after  the 
ouisiana  market  is  glutted,  to  introduce  slavery 
to  any  extent,  and  with  perfect  impunity  io  them- 
selves, into  the  Missouri  State^  if  Congress  should 
unhappily  countenance  its  existence  ?  Your  me- 
morialists cannot  doubt  for  a  moment  that  this 
would  really  be  the  cane,  and  they  are  petisuaded 
that  it  has  already  taken  place,  to  an  alarming  ex- 
tent, under  the  terrkorial  laws. 

But  admitting,  for  the  sake  of  the  ar^^ument,  as 
your  memorialistB  are  willing  to  admit,  that  the 
number  of  slaves  introduced  into  the  Union  from 
foreign  countries,  and  in  violatton  of  yonr  laws, 
must  ever  be  incoanderable.  your  memorialists  are 
still  of  opinion  that  it  wouia  be  unwise  in  Con- 
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fress  to  permit  the  ezteDsion  of  slavery  in  the  new 
itates.  The  slaves  which  might  then  be  intro- 
duced into  Missouri,  from  the  Union  at  large, 
would  multiply,  as  your  memorialists  conceive,  to 
a  degree  hitherto  unknown  in  this  country,  not 
only  from  the  increased  facilities  of  subsistence, 
but  the  comparative  mildness  of  her  climate. 
Whilst  these  causes  were  operating  to  perpetuate 
the  evil  in  the  West,  the  slave  population  in  the 
Atlantic  States  must  of  necessity  rise  with  the  de- 
mand for  labor  and  the  means  of  life ;  and  the 
event  would  be,  as  your  memorialists  can  confi- 
dently predict,  that  the  number  of  persons  of  this 
unhappy  description  in  the  United  States  would 
be  a  thousandfold  greater  than  if  the  slaves  were 
confined,  as  your  memorialists  would  advise,  to^e 
States  now  holding  them. 

We  would  ask,  with  all  deference  to  your  honor- 
able body,  when  and  where  is  this  evil  to  cease  ?  If 
it  be  permitted  to  the  people  of  Missouri,  there  is  no 
reason  that  your  memorialists  can  conceive  why  it 
may  not  be  allowed  to  the  inhabitants  of  every  part 
of  Louisiana  within  the  trea  ty  of  limits.  And,  with- 
out pretending  to  any  uncommon  sagacity  on  this 
subject^  it  is  easy  for  your  memoriafists  to  foresee 
that  this  will  certainly  be  the  case,  without  the  in- 
terposition of  the  General  Grovernment.  If  the 
United  States  had  no  experience  whatever  of  the 
effects  of  slavery,  and  it  were  still  a  problem  how 
far  it  might  be  oeneficial  to  a  State  to  tolerate  its 
existence  in  the  mildest  form,  it  would  appear  more 
credible  to  your  memorialists  that  citizens  of  the 
United  States  might  be  found  who  would  be  wil- 
ling to  make  the  untried  experiment  in  our  new 
territory. 

But  with  the  convictions  which  our  colonial  his- 
tory and  every  day's  experience  are  forcing  on  the 
minds  of  your  constituents;  with  the  acknowl- 
edged fact  that  slavery  was  introduced  among  us 
in  an  unenlightened  and  fanatical  age,  and  that, 
for  nearly  two  centuries,  it  has  been  progressively 
fruitful  of  the  most  unhappy  results  m  this  coun- 
try ;  and  knowing,  as  we  well  do,  its  efiects  on  the 
state  of  agriculture,  the  manufacturing  and  me- 
chanic arts,  and  generally  on  the  industrious  and 
profitable  habits  of  a  people,  and  their  domestic 
peace— to  think  of  introducing  such  a  state  of 
things,  and  of  choice,  too.  in  a  new  country,  is  to 
your  memorialists  perfectly  inconceivable. 

Your  memorialists  are  well  aware  that  it  may 
be  a  very  obvious  reply  to  the  statement  of  your 
memorialists,  that,  admitting  the  reasonablenera 
of  what  your  memorialists  have  set  forth,  it  b  still 
incumbent  on  them  to  show  that  Congress  have  a 
right  to  prescribe  this  condition  to  a  sovereign 
State.  Your  memorialists  might  be  content,  on 
this  occasion,  to  refer  to  the  uniform  practice  ot 
the  Government,  and  to  the  well  known  fact  that 
this  very  condition,  and  many  others,  besides,  have 
been  made  in  almost  every  instance  the  bases  of 
their  admission  into  the  Union  whenever  new 
States  have  been  formed  out  of  our  old  domain. 
There  is  nothing,  as  your  memorialists  can  per- 
ceive, in  the  Treaty  ot  Paris,  by  which  Louisiana 
was  ceded  to  this  country,  that  makes  it  necessary 
for  the  United  States  to  depart  from  the  practice. 


It  simply  requires  of  this  Govemmeot  thai  tbe 
Territory  in  question  shall  be  admitted  into  tk 
Union  as  soon  as  possible,  and  upon  the  principks 
of  the  Federal  Constitution — that  is,  as  yonr  mt- 
morialists  understand  it,  precisely  in   toe  sam* 
manner  as  other  States  have  been  adm i tted.     AnL 
in  point  of  fact,  when  the  southern  seetioo  of  this 
Territory,  under  the  name  of  Louisiana,  ifas  a  bom 
to  be  formed  into  a  State,  it  was  required  of  it  cc 
conform,  not  to  the  condition  we  have  mentioDed^ 
indeed,  (for  the  situation  of  the  Tenilory  entirely 
forbade  it,)  but  other  conditions  were  made  pre- 
liminary to  this  faTor  and  implying  an  equal  de- 
gree of  power  in  the  party  prescribing  them. 

It  is  well  known  to  your  honoraUe  body  that  it 
was  made  a  positive  condition  with  Louisiana, 
not  onlj  that  tne  lands  of  the  United  States  with- 
in her  jurisdiction  should  never  be  taxed,  and  that 
all  purchasers  of  said  lands  should  jenjoy  the  same 
immunity  for  five  years  after  their  porchasesy  bot, 
what  is  equally  remarkable,  it  is  provided  that  the 
trial  by  jury  shall  be  secure  to  her  citizens  in  all 
criminal  cases,  and  that  the  laws  which  soch  State 
shall  pass  shall  be  promulgated,  and  its  records,  of 
every  description,  shall  be  preserved,  and  its  jodi- 
cial  and  legislative  written  proceedings  conducted 
in  the  lanffua^  in  which  the  laws  and  the  Jndi- 
cial  and  l^islative  written  proceedings  of  th$ 
United  States  are  now  published  and  conducted. 
Your  honorable  body  is  doubtless  wtU  informed 
that,  in  the  Spanish  and  French  colonies  establish- 
ed on  this  continent,  the  civil  law,  which  a€w& 
recognised  our  institution  of  juries,  was  intro- 
duce at  a  very  early  period.  And  in  the  province 
of  Louisiana,  though  it  had  often  changed  mas- 
ters, and  had  been  at  times  the  property  of  France 
and  Spain,  the  French  language  was  pnuciptdlj 
in  use.  These  were  circumstances,  as  your  me- 
morialists conceive,  of  no  small  import  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Louisiana,  considering  the  nature  of  tlieir 
education  and  descent,  and,  to  the  apprehension 
of  your  memorialists,  quite  as  much  a  matter  of 
internal  regulation  as  the  holding  of  persons  to 
involuntary  servitude.  And  yet  your  nonorable 
predecessors  of  the  twelfth  Congress,  in  the  exer- 
cise, as  your  memorialists  conceive,  of  their  right- 
ful constitutional  power  to  make  the  admission  of 
a  State  into  the  Union  conditional,  and  of  the 
duty  incumbent  on  Congress  to  guaranty  to  each 
State  a  republican  form  of  government,  did  pre- 
scribe to  Louisiana  as  your  memorialists  have  set 
forth. 

But  your  memorialists  are  persuaded  that,  if  oc 
such  precedents  were  to  be  tound  in  the  laws  of 
the  Union,  and  the  Constitutional  history  of  this 
Government  were  not  full  of  examples  to  confirm 
their  theory,  it  would  still  be  very  manifest  that 
Congress  has  ample  power  to  impose  this  condi- 
tion, particularly  rrom  an  examination  of  the  Ccb- 
stitution,  in  the  third  and  fourth  sections  of  its 
fourth  article,  and  that  the  objections  drawn  from 
the  nature  of  the  State  sovereignties  are  altogether 
unfounded. 

But  your  memorialists  forbear  to  pursoe  a  dis- 
cussion to  which  your  honorable  body  most  be  far 
more  competent  tfaian  they  can  pretend  to  be.  Thef 
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ill  merely  observe  to  the  Senate  that,  to  their 
pprehension,  a  question  of  fprMter  magnitude, 
dd  inroWiog  considerations  of  higher  moment  to 
\e  iaterests  and  happiness  of  the  American  peo- 
le,  has  never  been  submitted  to  the  decision  of 
'oQgress.  .They  believe  that  your  honorable  body 
lust  be  ambitious  of  remembrance,  and  of  grate- 
il  remembrance,  in  after-times ;  and  they  cannot 
DDceive  of  a  more  enviable  distinction  than  that 
shall  be  the  happy  result  of  your  beneficent 
leasures  that  in  the  wildest  and  most  fruitful  re- 
ion  of  this  great  continent,  and  at  no  remote  day, 
ot  one  human  being  is  denied  his  natural  and  in- 
lienable  rights.  And  your  memorialists  humhly 
ray  that  a  provision  may  be  inserted  in  the  biU 
ow  peodiDg  before  your  nonorabie  body  authoriz- 
og  the  peojue  of  the  Territory  of  Missouri  to  form 
State  government,  and  for  other  purposes,  forbid- 
ing  the  extension  of  slavery  in  said  State. 


PROHIBITION  OF  SLAVERY  IN  MISSOURI. 

[CommQnicated  to  the  Senate,  January  18,  18S0.] 

At  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Hartford  and  its 
icinity,  held  at  the  State  House,  on  Friday,  the 
Id  day  of  December,  1819,  pursuant  to  public  notice, 
or  the  purpose  of  taking  into  consideration  the 
ubject  of  permitting  slavery  in  such  States  as  may 
lereafter  De  admitted  into  the  Union,  John  T. 
?eters  was  appointed  chairman,  and  J.  W.  Ed- 
wards, secretary. 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted : 

Resolved^  That  the  existence  of  slavery  in  this 
Republic  is  an  evil  deeply  to  be  lamented,  and 
itterly  repugnant  to  the  prmciples  of  a  Republican 
jroveromeot. 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting, 
he  peculiar  phraseology  of  the  preamhle  to  the 
declaration  of  Independence,  declaring  that  ^  all 
nen  are  created  equal,"  dec.,  shows  conclusively 
bat  the  illustrious  authors  of  that  document  never 
:ontemplated  the  fiurther  extension  of  slavery  in 
hese  United  States. 

^  Resolve^  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting, 
Congress  possesses  the  clear  and  indi^tputable  right 
o  prescribe  the  terms  upon  which  any  territory 
nay  be  admitted  into  the  Union  as  an  independent 
State  ]  and  that  a  contrary  doctrine  would  not  only 
end  to  destroy  that  order  and  harmony  so  indis- 
)ensable  to  the  happiness  and  union  of  these  States, 
)ut  would  prostrate  the  powers  confided  to  the 
i^eneral  Government  by  the  Constitution. 

Rtsclvtd^  That  it  is  a  duty  the  American  people 
i^e  to  their  Republican  character,  and  the  honor 
nd  glory  of  their  country,  to  endeavor  by  all  hon- 
f able  and  lawful  means,  to  prevent  the  further 
xtension  of  slavery,  which  we  consider  to  be  con- 
rary  to  the  spirit  of  our  free  and  excellent  Con- 
titut'ion,  and  injurious  to  the  highest  interests  of 
he  nation. 

Re^ud^  That,  while  we  lamentthe  efibrts  which 
he  Representatives  in  the  last  Congress  from  the 
laveholding  States  made  to  extend  an  evil  which 
>U  unite  in  deploring,  the  thanks  of  this  meeting 


are  eminently  due  to  those  members  who  so  ably 
and  zealously  opposed  the  admission  of  slavery  into 
the  proposed  State  of  Missouri. 

Resolved,  That  the  Senators  and  Representatives 
in  Congress  from  this  State  be  requested  to  use 
every  honorable  and  Constitutional  exertion  to 
prevent  the  admission  of  slavery  into  any  new 
State  which  may  be  formed. 

Resolved,  That  the  Hon.  Thomas  S.  Williams, 
Rev.  Thomas  H.  Gallaudet,  Hon.  Sylvester  Wells, 
and  Hon.  John  T.  Peters  be  a  committee  to  draught 
a  memorial  to  Congress  u|X)n  this  subject,  which 
shall  comport  with  the  spirit  of  these  resolutions. 

Resolved,  That  the  Chairman  of  this  meeting  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  requested  to  forward  a  copy  of 
these  resolutions  and  memorial  to  the  Senators  and 
Representatives  in  Congress  from  this  State. 

Resolved,  That  Michael  Bull,  Nathaniel  Good- 
win, Charles  Babcock,  Oliver  £.  Williams,  Chas. 
L.  Porter,  Thomas  Huntington,  Joseph  B.  Gilbert, 
E.  BoUes,  Samuel  Huntineton,  Enhu  Olmsted, 
Azor  Hatch,  and  Roderick  Terry  be  a  committee 
to  solicit  signatures  to  the  said  memorial ;  and  that 
the  several  printers  of  newspapers  in  this  State  be 
requested  to  publish  theproceedmgs  of  this  meeting. 
JOHN  T.  PETERS,  Chairman, 
JONA.  W.  EDWARDS,  Secretary, 


To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  o/Ameriea  tn  Congress  assembled: 

The  memorial  of  the  undersi^^ned,  inhabitants 
of  the  city  of  Hartford  and  its  vicinity,  in  the  State 
of  Connecticut,  respectfully  represents:  That,  as 
your  present  session  will  probably  furnish  the  oc- 
casion of  deciding  a  question  whicn  deeply  involves 
the  character  and  prosperity  of  the  vast  Republic 
over  whose  interests  you  are  called  by  Providence 
to  preside ;  the  welfare  of  that  countless  posterity 
who  are  to  inherit  from  usall  that  canrend^  human 
life  a  blessing  or  a  curse ;  and  the  fate  of  thousands 
of  our  fellow-men,  whose  dearest  rights  have  been 
so  long  sacrificed  to  the  plea  of  necessity  or  of  in- 
terest, we  deem  it  a  sacred  duty  which  we  owe  to 
ourselves,  to  our  country,  and  our  Gk>d,  to  make 
use  of  that  invaluable  privilege  which  our  excellent 
Constitution  afibrds  us,  of  attempting  to  influence 
the  Councils  of  the  nation,  by  every  oonsideratioii 
and  motive  which  justice,  honor,  and  a  sound  pol- 
icy will  sanction,  ere  the  nnal  step  be  taken,  which, 
if  a  wronff  one,  will  shroud  the  prospects  of  our 
coimtry'shappiness  and  glory  in  shades  of  the  deep- 
est gloom. 

In  doing  this,  we  avow  that  no  influence  actuates 
us  but  the  purest  patriotism.  We  would  rise  su- 
perior to  that  ignoble  jealousy  which  weighs  all 
political  questions  in  the  petty  scale  of  mere  State 
interest,  and  measures  every  proceeding  of  the 
National  Legislature  by  the  contracted  standard 
of  advantace  to  the  Northern  or  Southern,  the 
Eastern  or  Western  sections  of  our  common  coun- 
try. We  would  feel  as  Americans,  and  present  to 
your  respectable  body  only  such  ccmsiderations  as 
are  worthy  of  the  recard  of  those  who,  in  their 
least  important  as  wefl  as  most  momentous  deci* 
sions,  should  fix  a  single  eye  upon  the  general  hap- 
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pipess  of  millions  who  are  to  constitute,  under  the 
auspices  of  prudeot  and  magDanimou^  councils,  a 
great  and  happy  people. 

We  are  inspired  with  a  lively  hope  that  what  we 
may  venture  to  suggest  will  be  weighed  with  care- 
fulness and  candor  when  we  call  to  mind  the  hon- 
orable and  energetic  measures  which  Congress  has 
of  late  adopted  to  check  the  future  progress  of 
slavery  in  the  United  States — measures  wmch,  we 
trust,  will  yet  derive  resistless  efficacy  from  the  co- 
operation of  the  whole  Christian  world,  from  a  vigi 
lant  enforcement  by  those  officers  whose  province 
it  is  to  carry  them  into  effect,  and  from  the  repeat- 
ed adoption  of  such  future  auxiliary  provisions  as 
this  elusive  cunning  of  the  traffickers  in  human 
blood  may  yet  render  necesisary  to  wipe  from  the 
character  ol  map  one  of  its  fuuleiit  atains.  Most 
unhappy  will  be  the  result  if  the  accession  of  new 
States  to  the  Union,  by  graptioe  them  the  privilege 
of  holdijig  a  portion  of  tiieir  ieUow-mea  in  bond- 
age, shoiud  prove  to  be  the  discomfiture  of  those 
generous  efforts  which  are  made  to  prevent  our 
vfi|st  portion  of  this  western  hemif^phere  from  be- 
ing^ any  longer  the  disgraceful  prisonrhouse  of  the 
unfortunate  sons  of  Africa* 

That  the  Constitutioq  invests  Congress  with 
ample  power  to  iippose  a  restriction  with  regard  to 
slavery  upon  such  States  as  may  from  time  to  time 
be  admitted  into  the  Union,  the  territory  of  which 
lien  out  of  the  original  limits*  of  the  United  States, 
we  think  there  can  be  no  doubt.  The  Union  is 
indeed  a  compact  of  independent  and  sovereign 
StBtea ;  but  it  is  a  compact  whose  base  rests  on 
the  principles  which  all  the  States  avowed  in  their 
combined  struggle  for  freedom  ;  on  the  principles 
of  relative  justice,  of  mutual  sacrifices  of  interest 
for  the  general  welfare,  and  of  i|  surrender  of  in- 
dividual rights  to  promote  the  strength  and  pros- 
perity of  one  common  Republic. 

Titan  principles,  wbich,  under  Providence,  gave 
vigor  to  tbe  resistance  of  the  colonies  against  the 
usurpation  of  the  mother  country,  and  a  happy 
result  to  that  resistance,  did  not  cease  to  have  a 
binding  force  upon  the  States  when  the  conflict  for 
liberty  was  over^  and  when,  assuming  again  for  a- 
little  wiule  their  original  sovereignty,  they  de- 
libecated  in  their  individual  capacity  upon  the 
adoption  of  sash;  a  form  of  government  as  would 
best  spoore  to  them  and  their  posterity  the  bles^ 
ings.foK  which  they  had  been  contending^  They 
were,  sasfaackled^.  it  b  true,  by  the  restrictions 
of  any  written  instrument,  but  they  were  still 
bound  to  each  other  by  the  ties  of  honor  and  justice. 
WbtOc  we  find  them  proclaiming  to  the  world  as 
one.  of  the  principles-.nay,  as  the  fundamental 
principle  under  which,  they  had  acted  in  oonceri— 
"  that  all  men  are  created  equal ;  that  they  are 
endowed  by  their  Creator  with  certain  inalienable 
rights ;  that  among  these  are  life,  liberty,  and  the 
pucsuit  of  happiness,"  can  we  cast  such  a  re- 
proach upon  the  worthies  who  conducted  their 
councils  as  to  suppose  that  they  meant  entirely  to 
abandon  this  principle,  or  not  to  feel  its  force? 
Its  application,  indeed,  was  waived  with  reference 
to  those  Slates  whose  policy  led  them  to  make  it 
a  CMditioB  of  their  adoption  of  the  Kedeial  Con- 


stitution that  they  should  retain  the  mi^  of 
holding  slaves,  and  that  these  slavd  should  go  to 
increase  the  mass  of  their  population  who  should 
be  entitled  to  a  voice  in  our  Nstiooal  Cou&cik 
But  this  was  done  in  the  spirit  of  compromise; 
and  the  original  principle  which  was  avowed  i& 
the  Declaration  of  Independence  revives,  Id  all  iu 
primitive  force,  with  r^erence  to  any  new  States 
which  may  be  admitted  into  the  Union,  and  wbich 
lie  out  of  the  limits  of  those  States  wk  made  tbe 
compromise ;  so  that  no  argument  in  faior  of  the 
absolute  and  entire  sovereignty  of  new  States  is 
more  fallacioua  than  that  drawn  fromasopposed 
analogy  between  their  relation  totbeUoionuid 
that  which  existed  between  the  States  who  oiigi- 
nally  formed  this  Union. 

There  has  never  been  a  period  in  oar  lustay 
since  the  time  of  our  first  resistance  to  Great  Britais 
that  a  greater  or  leas  surrender  of  the  rights  d 
State  sovereignty  has  not  been  made  for  the  rah 
eral  good  ^  and  if,  for  the  same  object,  socli  a 
surrender  is  now  demanded  of  any  poitioQ  of  ooi 
country  that  wishes  to  enjoy  the  prtTiiege  of  be- 
coming a  State,  it  has  no  right  to  complaiDof 
partial  treatment ;  and  unfoonaed  indeed  is  sQcha 
complaint,  when  the  surrender  reqoiped,  or  the 
restriction  imposed,  is  sanctioned  by  oDe  of  the 
fundamental  principles  of  the  ^reet  coarter  of  onr 
liberties;  a  departure  from  which,  forieawDs  that 
no  new  State  can  now  urge,  was  once  reluctaiitly 
made  in  order  to  secure  tne  unaaimous  adoption 
of  the  Federal  Constitution. 

Surely,  if  the  States  who  were  theor^aija^ 
ties  to  the  compact  had  a  right  to  stipulate  with 
eaeh  other  with  regard  to  the  suneodff  which 
each  should  make  of  some  portion  of  its  soTet- 
eignty  for  the  common  weal,  they  haTC  now  the 
right,  through  Congress,  as  their  organ,  to  maK 
similar  stipulations  for  the  same  object  with  those 
who  are  to  become  new  parties  to  the  compact. 
The  only  question,  then,  that  remains  is,  has  tbe 
Constitution  empowered  Congiess  to  act  as  ifl'J 
organ?  The  third  section  of  the  fotirth  articJe  oi 
that  instrument  says:  " New  States  may  « »°* 
mitted  by  the  Congress  into  thia  Union;  M^no 
new  States  shall  be  formed  or  creeled  wjUiin  tne 
jurisdiction  of  any  other  State,  nor  anrbfaie oe 
formed  by  the  junction  of  two  or  mow  States,  or 
parts  of  States,  witlkout  the  consent  of  the  wgo^ 
iatures  of  the  States  concerned,  ss  wett  as  w  wj 
Congress."    The  fair  constractioB  of  mis  i^- 

Suageis,  that  Congress  is  to  ja^««<*V  ,t^ 
ieney  of  admitUng  newi  States  into  the  W^ 
and  also  of  the  terms  of  their  admisaionj  ana,iw 
this  power  vested  in  Congress  should  «ein  to  a 
croach  upon  the  sovereignty  of  th«,  .  ^«*ijj 
were  actually  parties  to  the  co"QPf^^'»  ^"^"^  ^f^ 
is  made  necessary  in  case  new  States  are  w 
out  of  them,  or  by  their  junction  j  which  eri W 
proves  that,  in  all  other  cases,  the  power  oi  ^^ 
greas  was  to  be  complete  and  **'**^"^  ?' « ^ 
the  Constitution  nowhere  gives  ^^^^^^^to 
territory,  or  any  mass  of  population,  the  t^ 
force  itself  into  the  Union ;  and  as  it  ^^^.^^ 
scribes  the  precise  conditions  "P^.^!^  sob- 
States  may  be  admitted,  but  refeis  the  ^b«c 
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ct  in  the  most  geaeral  terms  to  Congress,  it  seems 
I  result  from  the  very  necessity  of  the  case,  as 
tU  as  from  the  fair  interpretation  of  the  Consti- 
ition,  that  Congress  must  judge  of  the  expediency 
od  of  the  conditions  of  all  such  admissions.  This 
ower  Congress  has  more  than  once  exercised; 
or  hare  the  various  restrictions  which  it  has  im- 
osed  upon  several  of  the  new  States,  as  the  terms 
f  their  admission  into  the  Union,  been  heretofore 
onsidered  any  infringement  of  the  Constitution, 
r  undue  encroachment  upon  State  sovereignty. 
lood  faith,  therefore,  will  be  strictly  kept  with 
bose  who  have  become  subji^ct  to  the  (jrovern- 
leot  of  the  United  States  by  the  treaty  of  the 
ession  of  Louisiana,  if,  upon  their  wishing  to  be 
lade  a  new  State,  they  are  required,  as  a  condi- 
toQ  of  this,  to  pledge  themselves  to  interdict 
la  very  within  their  limits:  for,  although  the 
reaty  stinulates  that  they  shall  b^  incorporated 
nto  the  Union  of  the  United  States,  and  aamitted 
s  sooQ  as  possible  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the 
ight3,  advantages^  and  immunities  of  citizens  of 
he  United  States,  yet,  all  this  is.  to  be  done,  as 
he  same  treaty  stipulates,  "according  to  the  pria- 
iples  of  the  Federal  Constitution.^'  Like  every 
•ther  citizen  of  the  United  States,  a  citizen  of 
he  contemplated  new  State  will  have  the  piivi- 
('ge  of  holding  slaves  in  those  States  where  slavery 
s  permitted ;  and.  like  other  citizens,  be  debarred 
his  privilege  in  States  where  slavery  is  not  per- 
nitted.  Nor  does  it  at  all  affect  the  merits  ofthe 
ase  that  his  own  happens  to  be  one  of  these  States. 
iVithout  going  into  any  detail  of  argument,  the 
a  me  reasoning  applies,  mtUcUid  miUandu,  with  con- 
:lu5ive  force  to  the  objection  which  is  raised  to 
he  proposed  restriction  against  the  existence  of 
lavery  in  any  new  State,  from  that  article  in  the 
Constitution  which  provides  that  ^^  the  citizens  of 
"ach  State  shall  be  entitled  to  all  privileges  and 
mmunities  of  citizens  in  the  several  States." 

So  far  from  injustice  being  done  to  the  slave- 
loldlng  States  by  the  proposed  restriction,  which 
t  is  coftirnded  ny  many  would  be  the  case,  we 
eel  it  a  duty  we  owe  to  ourselves,  as  citizens  of  a 
^tate  in  wtiich  slavery  is  forbidden,  to  urge  upon 
iie  consideration  of  yoiur  respec^ble  body,  the 
constituted  guardian  of  our  political  rights  and 
iherties,  that  the  permission  oi  slavery  in  the  new 
Stata  will  be  an  unwarrantable  departure  from  the 
mnciple^  of  that  comproinise  which  it  }s  confecae^^ 
ed  to  the  formation  oT  that  part  of  thie  Cpnstita- 
lon  which  gives  to  the  slav^holding  Sta^  such 
10  influence  in  the  councib  of  the  nation  from  a 
[Teat  in^ss  of  the  population  who  afe  not  recog- 
nised or  treated  as  freemen.  Tbis^  w^  in  fact,  4, 
bargain  made  between  distinct  and  independent 
contracting  parties,  and,  in  good  faith,  this  bargain 
tugbt  not  to  be  stretched  in  its  application  to  any 
>ew  parties,  without  the  consent;  ot  all  those  who 
Tiginally  made  it. 

But  these  considerations  are  merged  in  the  more 
D|portant  ones  of  na,tional  policy  and  interest. 
The  e?iU  which  are  already  felt,  and  the  more 
ireadfu!  ones  which  are  to  be  feared^  from  the  ex- 
^tence  of  slavery  in  our  country,  will,  m  the  opinion 
'f  your  memorialists,  be  greatly  ennanced  oy  the 


extension  to  new  States  of  the  privilege  of  holding 
their  fellow-men  in  bondage.  With  all  due  re- 
gard to  the  best  interests  of  those  of  our  fellow- 
citizens  who  are  at  present  immediately  exposed 
to  those  evils,  we  do  sincerely  believe  that  their 
safety,  as  well  as  that  of  the  Union,  depends  upon 
keepmg  the  slave  population  of  our  country  within 
the  narrowest  passible  limits.  If  coercion  be  ne- 
cessary, it  can  jbe  most  easily,  promptly,  and  suc- 
cessfully applied.  If  dangers  are  to  be  apprehend- 
ed, thev  wiU  most  quickly  be  perceived.  If  plans 
of  gradual  emancipation  are  to  be  adopted,  they 
will  be  more  efficaciously  carried  into  efiect. 
Philanthropy  has,  indeed,  pleaded  in  behalf  of 
those  who  are  in  bondage,  that  their  condition  will 
be  meliorated  by  scattering  them  over  a  greater 
extent  of  territory.  Admitting  that  this  might  in 
some  instances  be  the  ca^e^  yet  the  prospect  of  a  final 
deliverance  from  this  miserable  captivity  would 
be  diminished,  if  not  destroyed ;  and  that  cupiditv, 
which  now  is  cunning  enough  to  elude  thje.  watch- 
ful eye  of  civil  authority,  would  have  new  tempta- 
tions presented  to  excite  its  more  insatiable  de* 
sires ;  new  markets  would  be  opened  for  its  cruel 
enterprises ;  and  the  j^ces  of  those  who  might  be 
carried  to  spread  the  contagion  of  this  terrible 
moral  disease  into  regions  which  are  yet  unsullied 
by  its  contamination  would  soon  be  supplied  by  a 
succession  of  fresh  victims.  Besides,  we  depre- 
cate the  diffusioa  of  the  slaveholdtng  spirit,  so  in- 
compatible with  the  noble  and  ingepupus^haraeter 
of  freemen ;  so  imhapny  in  the  association  which 
it  forms  in  the  minds  of'^the  rising  generatipn»  who 
are  the  hope  and  stay  of  our  country ;  so  i^consistr 
ent  with  the  manly  attitude  which  we  have  taken 
among  the  nations  of  the  earth  as  the  assenteis 
of  human  freedom ;  so  destructive  of  the  phy>ical 
strength  of  a  State,  by  impressing  on  the  brow  of 
honest  labor  the  marlc  of  servituae  and  dijsgraoe ; 
so  discouraging  to  the  gradual  progress,  through  a 
vast  and  growing  territory^  of  a  bold  ainl  hardy 
yeomanry,  tillers  of  their  own  soil,  and  its  most 
able  defenders  ;^  so  hostile  to  the  temper  of  that 
religion  which  is  at  once  the  brightest  oiQaQMaii 
and  surest,  strength  of  a. people;  and  sq  ungrate* 
ful  in  its  exercise  towards  that  Qeing  to  whose 
justice  we  appealed  for  prqtectioa  whiui  we,  QVtX'^ 
sdves.  felt  the. pressure  ot  that  very  yoke  of  bpn4- 
age  which  now.  bears,  with  a  mote ;g!i^Uing  and 
cruel  weight  on  thousands  of  our  feUowrmeii« 
jie  delivered  us.  from  tiie  yoke,  and  he  naa,  cffowBr 
ed  thai  deliverajtiqs  with  a  profusion  of  the  choicest 
blessings.  WhaX  do  we  not  owe  to  his,gpodneMl 
In  Doaking  such  apn^l^s  we  boast  of  no  mprf^l 
^vperiority.over  our  Southern  br^^hr^n*  We  well 
kpow  that  this  dreadful  curse  w^s  entailed  upoa 
thein^  and  that  too  many  of  our  own  citizens  h^ve 
contributed  to  its  continuance.  We  sympathize 
mrith  them  in  any  evils  from  this  source  .which 
they^  feel,  or  dangers  which  they  may  fear*  We 
rejoice  with  them,  too,  in  an);  pro^pecta  w^'ch  a 
kind  Providence  may  be  opening  Ant  the  gradual 
and  complete  deliverance  of  our  common  country 
from  this  stain  upon  its  reputation  and  canker  of 
its  prosperity;  we  hail,  with  them,  the  dawning 
of  a  happier  4ay}  when  the  combined  efforts  <^  ouf 
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own  and  the  other  nations  of  the  earth  shall  gen- 
erously redress  the  wrongs  of  injured  Africa,  and, 
if  possible,  repay  her  sufferings,  by  raising  her 
from  her  present  state  of  moral  and  political  de- 
gradation to  the  enjoyment  of  all  those  privileges 
lor  the  possession  of  which  she  is  now  stretching 
forth  her  supplicating  hands. 

It  is  to  give  our  own  favored  nation  the  best 
opportunity  to  take  such  a  part  as  wisdom  and 
prudence  may  suggest  in  this  noble  work  of  be- 
nevolence; to  shield  it  against  the  imputation 
under  which  it  has  too  long  labored,  that  it  can 
wield  with  one  arm  the  weapons  of  war  against 
its  oppressors,  while  it  rivets  with  the  other  the 
chains  of  bondage  upon  its  unhappy  victims ;  and, 
in  the  mean  time,  to  furnish  it  with  the  best  safe- 
guard against  the  evils  which  may  result  from  its 
misfortune  or  its  crime,  that  we  have  united  with 
others  of  our  fellow-citizens  in  the  object  of  this 
memorial,  which  we  lay  before  your  respectable 
body,  witn  the  assurance  that,  as  it  rests  upon  the 
immutable  basis  of  truth  and  justice,  its  influence 
will  not  be  lost. 


ATTORNEY  GENERAL. 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  March  39,  1880.] 
Attorney  Gensral's  Office. 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
state  of  this  office^  and  to  some  material  defects 
which.  I  think,  exist  in  the  laws  in  relation  to  it, 
with  tne  view  that  the  subject,  if  you  shall  think 
it  of  sufficient  imnortance  to  merit  this  course, 
may  be  presented,  through  your  committee,  to  the 
consideration  of  Congress  before  tbey  rise. 

The  commission  of  the  Attorney  General  '*  au- 
thorizes and  empowers  him  to  execute  and  fulfil 
the  duties  of  that  office  according  to  law.^'  The 
only  law  which  points  out  those  duties  is  the  act 
of  Congress  of  the  24th  of  September,  1789,  enti- 
tled **An  act  to  establish  the  judicial  courts  of  the 
United  States,''  the  thirty-fifth  section  of  which 
act  creates  the  office,  and  designates  its  duties  in 
the  following  words:  "And  Uiere  shall  be  ap- 
pointed a  meet  person^  learned  in  the  law,  to  act 
as  Attorney  General  for  the  United  States,  who 
shall  be  sworn  or  affirmed  to  the  faithful  execu- 
tion of  his  o$ce ;  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  prose- 
cute and  conduct  all  suits  in  the  Supreme  Court 
in  which  the  United  States  shall  be  concerned, 
and  to  give  his  advice  and  opinion  upon  questions 
of  law,  when  requested  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  or  when  requested  by  the  Heads  of 
any  of  the  Departments,  touching  any  matters 
that  may  concern  their  Departments."  it  is  to  be 
observea  that  there  is  no  duty  which  the  President 
or  any  Head  of  De])artment  oerforms  which  does 
not  involve  some  principle  oi  law  under  the  head 
either  of  the  national  or  conventional  law  of 
nations.  Constitutional  law,  or  municipal  law; 
consequently,  there  is  no  dut^  which  belongs  to 
either  of  those  officers  on  which  he  has  not  the 
right  to  require  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney  Gen- 
c^>  and  on  which  it  is  not  continually  required; 


and,  in  relation  at  least  to  questions  on  mauicipal 
law,  (which  are  incessantly  occuning,)  it  is  un- 
derstood that  the  Heads  of  Departments  considei 
the  advice  of  the  law  officer  conclosive. 

In  the  operations  of  an  office  whose  sphere  of 
action  is  so  wide,  and  whose  decbions  are  of  soch 
extensive  and  unremitting  practical  effect,  it  would 
seem  to  be  of  consequence  to  the  nation  that  some 
definree  of  consistency  and  uniformity  sitoold  pn^ 
vau;  but  it  is  obvious  that  these  can  be  attained 
in  no  other  way  than  by  putting  the  incumbent 
for  the  time  being  in  full  possession  of  all  the 
official  opinions  and  acts  of  nis  predecessoti 

Under  this  impression,  when  I  had  the  hooor  of 
receiving  the  appointment,  my  first  inqoiry  vas 
for  the  books  containing  the  acts  of  adrice  and 
opinions  of  my  predecessors.  I  was  told  then 
were  none  sucn.  I  asked  for  the  docaments  be- 
longing to  the  office,  presuming  that  at  least  the 
statements  of  cases  which  had  been  submitted  for 
the  opinion  of  the  law  officer  had  been  filed,  and 
that  1  should  find  endorsed  on  them  some  sole  of 
their  advice  in  each  case;  but  my  inquiries  re- 
sulted in  the  discovery  that  there  was  not  to  be 
found,  in  connexion  with  this  office,  any  trace  of 
a  pen  indicating,  in  the  slightest  manner,  aoy  one 
act  of  advice  or  opinion  which  had  been  given  by 
any  one  of  my  predecessors,  from  the  first  foonda- 
tion  of  the  Federal  Government  to  the  moment  d 
my  inquiry.  Thus,  the  gentlemen  who  hire  bm 
this  omce  in  succession,  having  no  guide  as  to  the 
past,  have  been  in  constant  danger  of  being  in- 
volved themselves,  and  involving  the  Departments 
which  depended  on  their  counsel,  in  perpetMicoi- 
lisions  and  inconsistent- ies,  and  exposme  the  Gov- 
ernment to  that  kind  of  degradaUon  utich  never 
fails  to  attend  an  misteady  and  contradictory 
course.  . 

In  noticing  the  omission  to  keep  these  recordSj 
and  preserve  the  statements  and  docoments, lam 
very  far  from  intending  any  censure  on  my  piwe- 
cessors,  for  no  law  had  enjoined  it  on  them  as  a 
duty ;  and  from  the  multitude  and  varietfof  qoa- 
tions  which  are  unavoidable  pressing  upon  tms 
office  throughout  the  year,  it  is  very  apparent  tbat 
the  plan  which  I  suggest  could  not  have  been 
executed  without  an  expense  in  cJcrk  hm  here, 
fuel,  stationery,  &c.,  for  which  there  is  no  provi- 
sion by  law. 

After  this  explanation,  I  submit  it  to  you,  sii, 
with  great  deference,  whether  it  would  uot  w  ex- 
pedient that  some  provision  be  made,  by  law,  w 
keeping  a  record  of  the  opinions  and  omcia' «>'' 
respondence  of  the  Attorney  General  m  his  omce, 
and  for  preserving  in  his  office  the  docaments  suih 
mitted  for  his  advice.  ,     .    ^^ 

Again :  the  subjects  on  which  the  Attorney 
Gkneral  is  occasionally  consulted,  and  ^hose  o^ 
which  he  has  to  act  in  the  Supreme  Court,  m 
not  unfrequenlly  on  the  local  laws  of  the  » 
eral  States ;  but  these  have  not  been  furnisnea  w 
his  office,  and  the  omission  is  a  senoos  pracuou 
evil.  Would  it  not  be  well  that  the  office  ofwe 
Attorney  General  should  be  supplied  witu  "k^ 

Another  defect  aeetos  to  me  to  exist  in  the  law 
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Ls  it  now  stands.  You  will  observe  that  the 
jnly  ]aw  which  prescribes  the  duty  of  the  Attor- 
3ey  General,  and  which  I  have  already  quoted, 
im its  the  obligation  upon  him,  and  consequently 
imits  his  rights  to  give  official  advice  and  opinions 

0  cases  in  which  he  shall  be  called  upon  by  the 
President,  or  by  any  of  the  Departments,  touching 
my  matters  which  may  concern  their  Departments. 
But  1  am  told  (and,  in  my  short  experience,  I  have 
ilready  found  it  true,  in  part)  that  the  advice  and 
>pinion  of  the  Attorney  General,  in  his  official 
sharacter,  are  called  for  by  the  committees  of  Con- 
gress, standing  and  special,  by  all  the  district  at- 
orneys,  collectors  of  customs,  collectors  of  the 
)ublic  taxes,  and  marshals  throughout  the  United 
States,  by  courts-martial,  military^  and  naval, 
sv^heresoever  they  may  sit,  &c.  If  it  be  advisable 
;o  open  the  office  of  the  Attorney  General  to  ap- 
;>lications  of  this  kind,  I  submit  it  to  you,  sir,  whe- 
ther it  would  not  be  expedient  to  have  it  provided 
for  by  law.  1st.  That  the  several  officers  and 
>ublic  bodies  which  have  been  mentioned,  instead 
)f  resting  on  the  personal  courtesy  of  the  Attorney 
jreneral,  may  be  authorized  to  call  for  his  opinion 
IS  a  matter  of  right;  and  Sdly,  (which  strikes  me 
IS  being  of  equal  if  not  superior  importance,)  that 
;he  Attorney  General  himself  may  he  justified  in 
nving  an  official  opinion  in  these  cases;  for,  in  a 
Grovernment  of  laws  like  ours^  it  seems  to  me  of 
mportance  that  the  influence  oi  every  office  should 
3e  confined  within  the  strict  limits  prescribed  for 
X  by  law.  It  cannot  be  questioned,  from  the  con- 
nexion of  the  Attorney  General  with  the  Execu- 
ive  branch  of  the  Government,  that  his  advice 
ind  opinions,  £^i ven  as  Attorney  General,  will  have 
m  official  innuence  beyond  and  independent  of 
whatever  intrinsic  professional  merit  they  may 
possess ;  ai^  whether  it  be  sound  policy  to  permit 
his  officer,  or  anjr  other  under  the  Grovernment, 
•ven  on  the  application  of  others,  to  extend  the 
jifluence  of  his  office  beyond  the  pale  of  the  law, 
tnd  to  cause  it  to  be  felt  where  the  laws  have  not 
»ntemplated  that  it  should  be  felt,  is  the  point 
vhich  I  beg  leave  to  submit  to  your  consideration. 

There  is,  however,  a  strong  objection  to  any  new 
provision  which  should  go  to  open  the  office  of  the 
Attorney  General,  as  now  organized,  to  appiica- 
ions  beyond  the  provision  of  the  act  of  1789.  It 
s  this:  I  am  convinced  that  no  single,  unassisted 
ndividual,  whatever  may  be  his  stren^h^  his  hab- 
ts  of  indastry,  or  the  system  and  celerity  of  his 
Dovements,  could  discharj^e,  in  a  manner  satisfac- 
ory  to  himself  or  the  nation,  the  vast  load  of  du- 
ies  which  would  be  thus  thrown  upon  him^  with- 
lat  devoting  himself  to  them  solely  and  exclu- 
ively.  The  very  frequent  calls  which  are  regu- 
arly  and  properly  made  upon  his  office  under  the 
ict  of  17o9,  and  the  careful  and  elaborate  exami- 
lation  which  it  is  often  necessary  to  bestow  upon 
hese  subjects,  are  found  to  be  sufficient,  in  eon- 

1  ex  ion  with  the  Attorney  General's  duties  in  the 
Supreme  Court,  to  give  the  office,  at  present,  al- 
aost  constant  occupation;  and  if,  in  addition  to 
bese  duties,  he  shall  be  placed  under  a  legal  obli- 
;ation  to  answer  aU  the  other  calls  which  have 
leea  mentioned,  he  must  unavoidably  abandon 
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entirely  the  individual  pursuits  of  his  profession, 
and  rest  for  the  support  of  his  family  on  the  salary 
attached  to  the  omce.  Even  under  the  duties  as 
they  now  exist,  very  little  time  is  left  to  the  Attor- 
ney General  to  aid  the  salary  of  his  office  by  indi- 
vidual engagements — a  fact  which  may  explain, 
in  part,  the  frequent  resignations  of  this  office 
which  nave  heretofore  occurred. 

I  would  not  have  troubled  you  with  these 
suggestions  at  this  time,  but  tnat  the  subject 
strikes  me  as  being  of  so  much  practical  impor- 
tance to  the  nation  as  to  merit  consideration,  and 
that  it  relates  to  an  office,  the  defective  organiza- 
tion of  which,  however  grievous  to  the  incumbent, 
or  injurious  to  the  public,  would  not  be  apt  to 
force  itself  on  the  notice  of  others. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

WM.  WIRT. 

Hon.  Hugh  Nelson, 

Chairman  Judiciary  Com.  H.  R. 


Washington,  Mdrdi  28, 182Q. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  understand  that  the  appropriation 
bill,  as  it  passed  the  House  of  Representatives,  is 
now  before  the  Senate;  and,  not  having  observel 
who  is  the  chairman  of  the  committee  to  whom 
the  subject  will  belong,  I  beg  leave  to  call  your 
attention  to  a  change  which  has  been  made  in  the 
appropriation  relative  to  the  office  of  Attorney 
General. 

In  the  year  1818, 1  addressed  a  letter  to  the 
chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  relative  to  the  state  in  whidh 
I  had  found  the  office  of  the  Attorney  General, 
and  the  causes  that  had  produced  it.  Mr.  Strother, 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  has  now  a  copy 
of  that  letter,  which  you  will  please  receive  from 
him.  Thb  representation  made  it  manifest  that 
the  public  good  required  the  appointment  of  a 
clerk  to  record  those  official  opinions  of  the  law 
officer  of  the  Government  by  which  the  movements 
of  the  several  Departments  were  regulated,  in  order 
to  preserve  consistency  and  harmony  in  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Government  in  execution  of  our  laws, 
under  every  change  of  the  pubhc  officers.  A  clerk 
was  accordingly  appointed,  at  a  salary  of  91)000 
per  annum ;  but  as  it  was  idle  to  appoint  a  clerk, 
and  allow  rooms  for  an  office,  without  aUowing 
also  stationery,  fuel,  and-  a  boy  to  attend  to  the 
menial  duties  of  the  office,  a  small  contingent 
fund  of  $500  was  allowed  to  procure  these  articles, 
the  whole  of  which  were  strictly  for  the  public 
good. 

I  understand  that  the  House  of  Representatives 
have  stricken  off  $200  from  the  salary  of  the  clerk, 
and  have  stricken  out  also  the  whole  of  the  $500 
for  contingencies ;  thus  leaving  a  clerk,  indeed,  at 
a  reduced  salary,  but  not  leaving  the  means  to  em- 
ploy him,  to  wit,  stationery,  fuel,  &c.  The  manifest 
injustice  of  requiring  me  to  furnish  these  articles 
for  public  use  will,  I  doubt  not.  produce  a  reinstate- 
ment of  the  allowance  of  tne  contingent  fund, 
which,  indeed,  is  scarcely  adequate  to  its  object; 
since,  out  of  tnis  allowance  of  $500,  there  are  to 
be  supplied  fuel,  stationeryi  a  boy  to  attend  to  the 
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meaial  dutiett  of  the  office,  carrying  messages,  4&c., 
And  the  printer'tf  bills  for  all  the  statements  required 
for  the  United  States  cases  in  the  Supreme  Court. 
You'  will  learn,  on  inquiry,  that  the  whole  £500 
will  scarcely  pay  a  messenger  in  any  other  office. 

If  you  tnink  the  case  worthy  of  attention,  I 
would  thank  you  to  represent  it  to  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  who  have  the  subject  under  con- 
sideration, and  to  the  Senate,  if  necessary. 

Your  friend  and  servant, 

WILLIAM  WIRT. 

The  Hon.  Nm ian  Edwards. 


ADJUSTMENT    OT    BOUNDARY   BETWEEN 
KENTUCKY  AND  TENNESSEE. 

[Communicated  to  the  Rouse,  April  14,  I820«3 

The  States  of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee^desirous 
of  terminating  the  controversy  which  has  so  lon|^ 
subsisted  between  said  States  in  rdation  to  their 
coannon  boundary,  and  -of  restoring  the  most  per- 
'leotgDod  understaodiag  and  faarmooy  between 
♦thfiiBi  have  for  that  purpose  appointed  tlieir  respee- 
Ml»Te  oommistioners,  that  is  to  say:  the  State  of 
4SlmlUGky,on  her  part,  has  appointed  John  J.  Crit- 
•  tanden  and  Robert  Trimble;  and  th«  State  of 
.Tennessee,  on  her  part,  has  appointed  Felix  Grandy 
tABd  William  L.  Brown,  wno,  after  a  reciprocal 
communication  of  their  respective  powers,  have 
^Hgreed  upon  the  followiog  articles  and  stipulations. 
Artiole  1.  The  line  of  boundary  and  separa- 
tion between  the  States  of  Kentucky  and  Tennes- 
see shall  be  as  follows,  to  wit:  The  line  run  by 
the  Virginia  conunissioners  in  the  years  1779  and 
i  1L7S0,  commonly  called  Walker's  line,  as  the  same 
'is  reputed,  understood,  and  acted  upon  by  the  said 
Slates,  their  respective  officers  and  citizens,^  from 
•ihe  southeastern  corner  of  Kentucky  to  the  Ten- 
••iMssee  river;  thence  with  and  up  said  river  to  the 
>poiat  where  the  line  of  Alexander  and  Muosell, 
i(^n  ^y  them  in  the  last  year,  under  the  authority 
of  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky,  entitled 
*''An  act  to  run  the  boundary  line  between  Ms 
'State  and  the  State  of  Tennessee,  west  of  the 
Tensessee  river,  approved  Februiiry  8,  1819,") 
<Muld  cross  said  river;  and  thence,  with  the«aid 
4ineof  Alexander  and  Muasell,  to  the  lerraina- 
JBon*theNof  on  the  Miisissippi  river,  below  Mew 
•'Madrid. 

(•Abt«2.  ItisMreed  and  understood  lhat,from 
;tfa9'fK>iat  where  Walker's  line  strikes  the  Tennes* 
see  river  to  the  point  where  the  line  of  Alexander 
.«od  Muasell* would  cross  the  same»  the  jaid  Ten- 
Aesaee  river  shall  be  the  common  boundary  of  said 
•01a tea,  and  subjiect  to  their  common  use  and  oon- 
« current  jurisdiction.   Any  island  or  i&lands  in  that 
.fart  of  the  river  Tennessee  which  forms  the  com- 
*inon  boundary  between  the  two  States  shall  be 
•within  the  exclusive  jurisdidion  of  Kentucky ;  but 
any  appropriations  tnereof  by  individuals,  hereto- 
fore made  under  the  laws  of  North  Carolina  or 
Tenoessieey  shall  be  valid. 

Art.  3.  Whenever  the  Governor  of  either  State 
'^naU  deem  it  expedient  to  have  the  boundary  bi^ 


tween  the  two  States^  which  is  eastof  theTa&is- 
see  river,  or  any  part  thereof,  run  and  pl&bsiy 
marked,  ne  shall  cause  a  notification  thereof  to  be 
communicated  to  the  Governor  of  the  other  Suie, 
and  thereupon,  with  all  convenient  despatch,  ivo 
surveyors  snail  be  appointed  for  that  purpose,  c&e 
by  the  Governor  of  each  State ;  and  the  sorveyor 
so  appointed  shall  have  power  to  employ  a  com- 
petent number  of  chain-carriers  aodassistaiiU,and 
thev  shall  ascertain,  survey,  and  mark  said  iioe 
plamly  and  durably,  having  due  mpeet  to  the 
provisions  of  the  first  article  hereof;  lad  it  .shall 
ne  the  duty  of  said  surveyors  to  makeoQianduga 
duplicate  plats  and  reports  of  their  surreys  ud 
proceedings,  to  be  communicated  by  each  soneyor 
to  the  Grovernor  of  his  respective  State,  tobed^ 
posited  and  preserved  in  the  ofS^cz  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  for  a  testimony  and  memorial  of  ibe 
boundary  between  said  States;  and  allcofaaa^ 
expense  that  may  be  incurred  under  the  proTisioos 
of  this  article,  and  in  aurveyipg  and  markiof  said 
boundary  line,  shall  be  paid  by  said  Staitfjoioiij 
and  equally. 

Abt.  4.  The  claims  to  lands  lying  west  of  the 
Tennessee  river,  and  north  of  Alexander  aadMo^- 
sell's  line,  and  deriv«l  from  North  Carolioaor 
Tennessee,  shall  be  considered  null  sod  void;  and 
claims  to  lands  lying- south  of  said  lioeaad  ve; 
of  Tennessee  river,  derived  from  Virgiiuaor&Q- 
tucky,  shall  in  like  noaxuier  beoonsideied  w^  and 
void. 

Akt.  5.  All  lands  now  vacant  and  Dnappropfi- 
ated  by  ai^  person  or  persons  claimi^  ^  ^^^ 
under  the  State  of  North  Carolina  or  Tf&oe»^> 
east  of  the  Tennessee  river,  and  north  of  the  par- 
allel of  latitude  thirty-six  degrees  thirty  nuQUt«« 
north,  shall  be  the  property  and  subject  to  the  dis- 
position of  the  Sute  of  Itentucky;  which  Siaie 
may  make  all  laws  necessary  and  p^r  f<)'^'^' 
posing  of  and  granting  said  lands,  or  any  {a^^ 
thereof,  and  may,  by  herself  oroflBccrs,do  any  ^^ 
necessary  and  proper  lor  oarryiag  the  ioia^^^ 
provisions  oi  this  article  into  enect;  aDdaoygiai^^ 
or  grants  she  may  nooke  therefor,  or  aoy  |a^tther^ 
oL  shall  be  received  in  evidence  in  all  the  cwrts 
of^law.and  equity  in  the  State  of  T€BDe»«j*JJ 
be  available  to  the  party  deriviiig  V^e  ^j^^. 
same;,  and  the  land  referred  to  is  this  artide  shau 
not  be  subject  to  uxation  hy  the  State  of  Tennes- 
see for  five  years,  excf(pt  «o  far  as  the  *^  ®^'i 
in  the  mean  time,  be  f^itu'opriated  by  w^^^""^ 

Art.  6.  Claims  to  lands  eabt  of  the  Tepneajj 

river,  betwieen  Walker's  line  and  the  lautode « 

thirly'^ix  donees  thtttyminnles  north,  oena* 

from  the  Sitate  of  Virginia  in  iConMd«»w'* JJ 

,  military  scarviofs,  shall  not  be  pmudiced  la  ^ 

respect  by  the  establishment  of  Walker's  luie;  m 

sueh  olatms  shall  be  eonsidered  ai  ngfatfoUy^ 

I  tecedorgmnied,.and the clairaaDtfi may ^^^f% 

j  said^  lands,  or  assert  their  rishts  in  the  cour^ 

:  justice,  without  prejudice  by  tepse  of  iip<?»o^,*"J 

any  statute  of  limitations  for  any  period  ^^^ 

the  settlement  of  the.  boundary  between  uie^ 

States,  saving,  however,  to  the  holdeni  ^^f. 

i»nts  of  conflicting  claims  (if  any  there  b^r^ 

of  showiaii  such  entries  or  gnx^U^^^ 


( t'vghx  of  showing  such 
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alid  and  of  no  effector  that  they  have  paramount 
ir  superior  titles  to  the  land  coverea  by  such  Vir- 
ginia claims. 

Art.  7.  All  private  rij^hts  and  interests  of  lands 
letween  Walker's  line,  from  the  Cumberland  river, 
kear  the  mouth  of  Oby's  river,  to  the  southeastern 
;orner  of  Kentucky,  at  the  point  where  the  boun- 
lary  line  between  Virgiaia  and  Kentucky  inter- 
acts Walker's  line  on  the  Cumberland  mountain, 
md  the  parallel  of  thirty-six  d^rees  thirty  minutes 
lorch  latitude,  heretofore  derived  from  Virginia, 
^'orth  Carolina,  Kentucky,  or  Tennesbee,  shall  be 
onsidered  as  rightfully  emanating  from  either  of 
hose  States;  and  the  States  of  Kentucky  and 
Tennessee  reserve  to  themselves,  respectively,  the 
>ower  of  carrying  into  grant  claims  not  yet  per- 
fected; and  in  case  of  conflicting  claims  (if  any 
here  be)  the  validity  of  each  claim  shall  be  lested 
>y  the  laws  of  the  State  from  which  it  emanated, 
in d  the  contest  shall  be  decided  as  if  each  State, 
espectively.  had  possessed  the  jurisdiction  and 
ou,  and  full  power  and  right  to  authorize  the  lo- 
lation,  survey*  or  grant,  according  to. her  own 
-qles  and  regulations. 

Abt.  8.  it  is  agreed  that  the  foregoing  articles 
ihall  receive  the  most  liberal  construction  for  ef- 
ectiag  the  pbjects  contemplated ;  and  should  any 
lisagreement  arise  as  to  the  inteiprelationi  or  in  the 
execution  thereof,  two  citizens  ot  the  United  States, 
mt  residents  of  neither  Kentucky  nor  Tennessee, 
(ball  be  selected,  one  by  the  Executive  of  each 
^tate,  with  power  to  choose  an  umpire  in  case  of 
lisagreement,  whose  decision  shall  be  final  on 
lil  points  to  them  submitted. 

Art.  9.  Should  any  further  legislative  acts  be 
equisite  to  effectuate  the  foregomg  articles  and 
;tipulations,  the  faith  of  the  two  States  is  hereby 
A^dS^  that  they  will  unite  in  making  such  pro- 
'isionsy  and  respectively  pass  such  laws  as  may  be 
lecessary  to  carry  the  same  into  full  and  complete 
yffect. 

Art.  10.  The  foregoing  articles  and  stimilations, 
f  ratified  by  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky  during 
heir  present  session,  shall  forever  be  obligatory 
lud  binding  on  both  States,  and  take  effect  from 
his  da^. 

In  faith  whereof,  we,  the  respective  commission- 
!rs,  have  signed  these  articles,  and  have  l^ereunto 
il&x^  our  seals.  Done  in  duplicate^  at  Fn^ikfort, 
he  2d  day  of  February,  1820. 

JOHN  J.  CRITTKNDEN.  [a^u] 
ROBERT  TRIMBLE.  [asAL.] 
FELIX  GRUNDY.  {sbal.) 

WILLIAM  L.  BROWN.     1«ibai-.1 


lOADS  CONTEMPLATED  BY  THB  TREATY 
OP  BROWN8TOWN. 

[CoiamunieiLted  to  the  House,  May  1S»  1820.] 

Mr.  WoooBRinGE,fromthe  committee  appointed 
o  inqoire  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what  further 
tro vision  may  be  necessary  to  give  effect  to  the 
»ro7isions  of  the  treaty  made  at  Brownstown,  in 
he  Territory  of  Michigan,  reported: 


That  the  treaty  referred  to  wa^  concluded  on  the 
25th  day  of  November,  1808,  and  that  its  exclusive 
object  appears  to  have  been  to  obtain  the  establish- 
ment of  a  practicable  and  convenient  road  froip 
the  interior  settlements  of  the  United  States  to 
those  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan. 

Many  of  the  tribes  of  Indians  with  whom  that 
treaty  was  concluded  were,  in  virtue  of  previoip 
treaties,  entitled  to  receive  within  that  Territory^ 
large  annuities ;  there  never  had  been  any  artin- 
ciaT  road  leading  to  it.  except  through  the  province 
of'Upper  Canada  j  delays  had  consequently  occur- 
red in  the  transmission  of  those  annuities,  and  re- 
iterated complaints  were  made  because  they  were 
not  received;  or,  if  received,  frequently  damaged. 
To  obviate  such  difficulties,  and  in  the  .expecta- 
tion that  many  important  advantages  would  re- 
sult to  them  from  a  measure  which  promised  tp 
bring  them  more  immediately  under  the  x)bserya- 
tion  and  protection  of  the  Government,  the  In- 
dians, parlies  to  the  treaty,  without  any  furth^ 
remuneration  than  such  incidental  benefits  as  thejr 
anticipated  from  the  establishment  of  the  proposed 
road,  voluntarily  ceded  to  the  United  otates  it 
tract  of  land  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  in 
width,  extending  from  the  ^^  foot  of  the  rapids  af 
the  Miami  of  the  Lake''  to  the  western  line  of  ihfe 
"Connecticut  Western  Reserve,"  and  all  the  land 
within  one  mile  of  said  tract  on  each  side  of  it ; 
and,  also,  another  tract  of  land  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  feet  in  width,  extending  from  Lower  San- 
dusky, southerly^  to  the  boundary  line  established 
by  the  Treaty  of  Greenville.  This  treaty  is,  in  this 
body  of  it,  declared  to  be  reciprocally  binding  \  but 
it  is  observable  that  no  new  obligation,  of  any  na- 
ture, seems  to  have  been  imposed  by  it  upon  the 
United  States,  unless  it  may  be  fairly  in  terrible, 
from  its  context,  its  avowed  object,  and  the  cir- 
cumstances attending  its  conclusion,  that  this  Gov- 
ernment became  bound  to  establish  and  maintain 
the  contemplated  road. 

The  intention  of  the  parties  to  the  treaty  yov 
committee  believe  to  be  obvious;  the  history  of 
the  transaction,  the  repeated  declarations  of  the 
Indian  chiefs  who  were  parties  to  it,  and  the  sen- 
timents of  Mr.  Jefferson,  then  President  of  tbe 
United  Suites,  and  who  directed  the  negotiation, 
^s^tiiey  are  disclosed  in  his  Message  to  this  Houi^ 
of  the  date  of  January  30, 1808»which  accompt^ 
nied  a  copy  of  the  Treaty  of  Detroit,  combintBd 
with  the  evidence  furnished  by  the  context  of  the 
ti^y,  indicate^  conclusively,  the  establishment  of 
a  safe  and  convenient  road  as  the  sole  object  of 
the  negotiation. 

No  measures,  however,  seem  to  have  been  adopt- 
ed with  a  view  to  the  attainment  of  that  object 
until,  by  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  date  of  Decem- 
ber 12,  1811,  the  President  of  the  United  Stales 
jwas  authorized  to  appoint  three  commissioners  U» 
explore,  survey,  and  mark  the  most  eligible  course 
for  the  proposed  roads ;  and  the  sum  of  $6,000 
was  appronriated  to  defray  the  expenses  of  exe- 
cuting the  law. 

Beiore  any  progress,  however,  could  be  made  in 
giving  effect  to  the  views  of  Congress,  war  existed 
between  this  nation  and  Great  Britain  \.  and,  of 
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that  war,  the  fir«t  fruits  were  the  temporary  loss 
of  that  entire  province,  to  open  an  avenue  to  which 
was  the  object  of  the  law  referred  to.  The  la- 
mentable consequences  which  resulted  from  so 
humiliating  an  occurrence  it  is  quite  unnecessary 
to  detail ;  it  is  sufficient  to  ask  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  fact,  that  the  barrier  interposed  by 
the  northwestern  posts  having  been  broken  down, 
the  congregated  force  of  the  northern  Indians  was 
immediati'Iy  felt  alonff  the  whole  interior  and  in- 
curvated  frontier  of  Ohio  and  Indiana.  Such  a 
state  of  things  was  not  favorable  to  the  purpose  of 
exploring  the  country  and  establishing  roads.  The 
money  which  was  apnropriatt'd  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  eflfect  to  the  Treaty  of  Brownstown  was 
toon  lost  in  the  immense  aggreeate  of  disburse- 
ments rendered  necessary  to  enable  the  northwest- 
ern array  under  the  command  of  General  Harrison 
to  advance:  the  greater  part  of  the  sum  was  ex- 
pended in  opening  a  road— of  the  first  importance, 
certainly,  for  without  it  the  northwestern  army 
could  have  made  no  progress;  but  quite  useless  as 
it  regards  the  permanent  and  paramount  object 
contemplated  by  the  Treaty  of  Brownstown — that 
of  obtaming  a  good  road  over  the  Black  Swamp. 
Not  a  solitary  traveller  now  finds  his  way  along 
that  avenue ;  it  is  nrincipally  indicated  by  the 
broken  remnants  ox  baggage-wsffons  and  gun- 
carriages,  the  scattered  remains  of  flour  barrels,  and 
mouldering  skeletons  of  horses  and  oxen,  remain- 
ing, as  they  were  left,  just  visible  above  the  surface 
Of  the  mud  and  wet  which  destroyed  them.  The 
road  being  found  thusentirdv  useless,  the  President 
was  authorized  by  an  act  or  Congress  of  April  16, 
1816,  to  alter  its  location.  It  is  t^lieved  that  some 
progress  has  been  made,  through  the  War  Depart- 
ment, in  the  selection  of  a  better  site  for  a  road, 
but  no  progress  has  been  made  in  opening  it ;  and 
it  seems  to  your  committee  quite  impossible,  by 
the  aid  onl£  of  a  small  and  diminished  military 
force  of  the  Qovernment  at  Detroit,  to  effect  at  any 
time  so  desirable  a  work. 

Such  had  been  the  proceedings  in  reference  to 
the  Treaty  of  Brownstown,  and  such  the  small 
progress  made  towards  the  accomplishment  of  its 
purpose,  when,  in  September,  1817,  the  Treaty  of 
the  Rapids  of  the  Miami  was  concluded ;  by  the 
aubsequent  ratification  of  which,  the  Indian  title 
to  the  whole  country  within  which  the  contem- 
plated roads  were  to  be  located  became  vested  in 
this  Government. 

It  has  not  escaped  the  observation  of  your  com- 
mittee that  this  treaty  may  be  considered  to  affect 
materially  the  relation  in  which  the  General  Gov- 
ernment previously  stood  in  reference  to  the  Treaty 
of  Brownstown ;  yet  they  have  supposed  that  if 
the  obligation  imposed  upon  this  Government  by 
the  last-mentioned  treaty  were  an  absolute  one,  if  i 
*iio  election  were  given  to  the  United  States  ori-  \ 

S*nally  to  make  the  roads  contemplated  and  accept ) 
e  cession,  or«  at  their  pleasure,  to  dissent  from  the  , 
frant  and  refuse  to  maice  and  continue  the  roads,  i 
then  the  obligatory  force  of  the  Treaty  of  Browns-  . 
town  cannot  justly  be  deemed  to  have  ceased  in 
conrrquence  of  the  treatv  of  the  29th  September, ' 
1817}  but  that,  in  good  faith,  this  Government  is  I 


still  bound  tp  fulfil  all  its  reqnisitioos.  Withcmt 
endeavoring,  however,  to  arrive  with  technical 
precision  at  the  only  true  constmctioii  of  which 
these  treaties  may  now  be  susceptible,  jonr  cocq- 
roittee  remain  entirely  satisfied  that  other  cot^ 
siderations,  founded  in  motives  of  tbe  truest  econo- 
my and  the  soundest  policy,  imperiously  require 
the  positive  accomplishment  of  the  views  dis- 
closed  by  the  parties  to  the  Treaty  of  Brownstown. 
The  Black  Swamp,  so  celebrated  in  the  aooais 
of  our  recent  history,  is  an  extensive  moiass,  which 
winds  round  the  southeastern  border  of  Mkhiean  ; 
it  terminates  on  the  north  at  the  border  ^  Lake 
Erie,  comprehending  a  width  of  about  thirty  miles; 
it  extends  so  far  southerly  and  soathwesterly  ts  to 
interrupt  all  communication  by  land  between  iIk 
settlements  in  Michigan  and  those  of  the  interior  of 
the  United  States.  It  consists  of  an  elevated  basin 
of  impervious  clay,  upon  which  rests  a  thick  strat- 
um 01  fertile  black  loam ;  there  is  so  little  inclina- 
tion in  its  general  surface  that,  though  nomeroos 
streams  pass  through  it,  there  is  little  opportunity 
for  the  water  with  which  it  is  sometimes  almost 
entirely  covered  to  escape  from  it.  except  by  the 
slow  process  of  evaporation  ;  while,  at  the  same 
time,  there  exist  unequivocal  indications  that  it^  sur- 
face is  elevated  so  far  above  tbe  level  of  the  water- 


courses and  of  the  lake  as  that,  by  artificial  drains, 

to  all 
profitable  agriculture. 


it  may  be  made  subservient  to  all  the  porposes  of 


No  reliance,  however,  can  be  placed  upon  the 
individual  industry  of  that  country  to  con5tracc  a 
road  over  such  a  morass.  The  constroctioo  of  a 
road  must  precede  the  establishment  there  of  any 
considerable  population. 

The  State  of  Ohio,  within  whose  limits  this 
morass  is  principally  situated,  if  she  possessed  more 
ample  funds  than  she  does  possess,  coold  find  no 
sufficient  inducement  to  such  an  undertaking,  for 
she  has,  comparatively,  no  inhabitants  beyond  it 
to  protect ;  it  forms  the  boundary  of  her  popula- 
tion in  that  direction.  Such  a  road  must,  cnere- 
fore,  be  a  national  work.  And,  in  addition  to  all 
those  political  considerations  which  so  obviously 
and  so  powerfully  dictate  the  construction  throogh- 
out  the  Union  ot  artificial  roads  and  caoaJs,  there 
are  othf-rs  of  local  application,  which,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  your  committee,  do  imperiously  call  for  the 
attention  of  the  General  Giovernment  to  this  par- 
ticular section  of  the  Union. 

Such  a  road  as  is  proposed  would  pass  through 
a  \yx  country  of  uncultivated  land,  the  whole  of 
which  yet  remains  the  exclusive  property  of  the 
Government.  Public  lands  are  here  considered  a 
Imtimate  source  of  public  revenue.  To  carry  into 
edect  the  provisions  of  the  Treaty  of  Brownstown 
would  not  only  bring  into  marKet  the  beantifol 
country  which  is  beyond  the  Miami,  with  the  cer- 
tain prospect  of  better  and  more  accelerated  sales,  but 
would  induce  the  settlement  of  that  country,  now 
sorepulsivein  its  a<ipcct,which  lies  between  the  Sa!>- 
dosky  and  the  Miami,  over  which  the  road  wcald 
go ;  It  would  soon  be  reclaimed ;  the  coDstrocnon 
of  the  road  itself  would  uncover  a  coosfdrrable 
portion  of  the  adjacent  land,  and  fit  it,  with  little 
additional  expense,  for  immediate 
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Your  commiuee  feel  tha  t  they  hazard  nothiog 
10  the  propotiilioQ  that,  in  a  pecuniary  point  of 
riew  alone,  this  nation  would  soon  find  itself 
nore  than  remunerated  for  the  expense  which 
night  be  incurred  in  the  construction  of  the  road, 
^y  the  increased  value  of  the  public  lands,  and  the 
iccelerated  sales  it  would  induce. 

There  remains  another  and  a  distinct  view  of 
his  subject,  which  your  committee  feel  it  a  duty 
)riefly  to  present.  In  examining  the  topic  referred 
o  them,  your  committee  could  not  fail  to  consider 
t  in  regard  to  the  military  defences  of  the  country. 

The  situation  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  m 
elation  to  the  province  of  Upper  Canada,  renders 
hat  frontier,  more  than  any  other  perhaps,  pecu- 
iarly  exposed ;  its  settlements,  rarely  penetrating 
Dto  the  interior,  in  no  place  presenting  a  very 
lense  population,  extend  along  the  meandering 
hores  of  the  lakes  and  straits  from  Lake  £rie  to 
^ake  Huron,  and  approach  the  very  verge  of  the 
lational  boundary;  they  lie  at  the  foot  of  that 
ast  avenue  which  leads  through  Lakes  Huron 
ind  Superior  into  the  immense  country  of  the 
lorthwest,  and  down  which,  with  surprising  facil- 
ty,  a  formidable  Indian  force  may  at  any  time  be 
wrought  upon  themt  In  its  rear,  and  intervening 
tetween  ic  and  the  interior  settlements  of  Ohio 
nd  India ua,  there  still  continues  a  numerous  and 
owerfui  Indian  population  of  many  thousands, 
vhile  lis  southeastern  termination  rests  upon  that 
ormidable  morass  which  so  entirely  separates  that 
Territory  from  the  strength  and  the  power  of  this 
lation.  So  circumstanced,  this  prolonged  line  of 
ettlement  is  opposed  in  front  by  the  most  thriving 
K>pulatioD  of  Upper  Canada—- a  population  in- 
Teasing  with  a  rapidity  unprecedented  in  the  an- 
lals  of  Canadian  nistory,  and  which,  whether  its 
Qoral  or  phvsical  character  be  considered^  will 
lereafter  be  round  more  formidable,  it  is  believed, 
ban  that  of  any  other  ])ortion  of  either  Canada. 

Opposed  by  difficulties  on  all  sides,  and  com- 
pletely isolated,  it  would  be  unreasonable  to  sup- 
lose  that  the  people  of  the  Tenitory  of  Michigan, 
hough  influenced  by  the  most  devoted  patriotism, 
ould  alone  successfully  resist  so  complicated  a 
>ressure  as,  in  the  event  of  a  future  war  with 
jlreat  Britain,  may  be  brought  to  bear  upon  thenu 
iut,  how  much  soever  it  concerns  the  honor  of 
his  nation  to  sustain  its  authority  and  to  protect 
ts  people  in  everv  part  of  the  empire,  yet  any 
onsideration  founaed  alone  in  the  exposed  condi- 
ion  of  the  inhabitants  of  Michigan  becomes  of 
(iminished  importance  when  the  situation  of  that 
erritory  is  adverted  to,  as  it  has  relation  to  the 
nterior  frontier  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  even  Illinois, 
t  is  on  the  peninsula  of  Michigan  alone  that  the 
ixposed  parts  of  that  frontier  can  be  cheaply  and 
ecurely  defended  against  Indian  or  English  hostile 
Dcursions.  The  military  positions  of  Detroit,  Fort 
Gratiot,  and  Michilimackinac,  and  their  interve- 
iing  and  neighboring  seltlemenL<i,  are,  in  relation 
}  that  greatly  extended  interior  frontier,  a  perfectly 
fefectual  redoubt.  No  enemy  can  approach  it,  ex- 
ept  the  citizens  of  that  remote  country,  and  the 
uthority  of  this  nation  there,  be  first  prostrated  in 
he  dust. 


Your  committee  do  not  deem  it  important  to 
fortify  the  proposition  which  on  this  point  thej 
advance  by  any  train  of  deductions;  they  only  beg 
leave  to  advert  to  two  distinct  periods  in  the  his- 
tory of  that  country,  feeling  entirely  satisfied  that 
an  illusion  to  them,  in  connexion  with  the  subject 
of  this  report,  will  be  found  to  justify  any  practi- 
cable measures  which  may  tend  to  increase  the  ef- 
fective strength  of  the  territory,  or  render  more 
safe  and  practicable  its  communication  with  the 
interior  of  the  Union. 

In  all  that  period  which  intervened  between  the 
treaty  of  peace  of  1798  and  the  surrender  to  this 
Government  of  the  northwestern  posts,  and  while 
the  Territory  of  Michigan  was  in  the  possessicm 
of  a  Power  either  hostile  or  indifierent  to  the  peace 
of  this  country,  it  is  matter  of  history  that  the 
western  settlements  were  in  a  state  of  continued 
warfare ;  from  the  heights  of  the  Alleghany  to 
Natchez,  its  whole  line  of  frontier  was  marked  by- 
blood  and  fire.  But  when  the  authority  of  this 
Qovemment  was  established  there,  Indian  hostility 
was  neutralized  ;  and,  under  the  cover  of  profound 
peace,  the  Western  country  grew  rapidly.  Held 
in  check  by  the  barrier  which  the  possession  of  the 
settled  parts  of  Michigan  enabled  this  nation  to 
interpose  against  the  English  and  the  Indians  of 
the  northwest,  the  Indiaas  of  the  peninsula  of 
Michigan  and  of  the  northern  part  or  Ohio  were 
deterred,  during  the  early  part  ot  the  late  war,  from 
acts  of  hostility  ;  but  when  the  authority  of  this 
nation  was  prostrated  there,  distress  and  dismay 
pervaded  the  whole  defenceless  line  of  the  roost 
advanced  settlements,  from  Cleveland,  on  Lake 
Erie,  through  Ohio  and  Indiana.  But  when  again, 
before  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  this  Government 
had,  at  an  almost  infinite  expense  of  money,  and 
by  a  sacrifice  of  blood  which  was  above  price,  re- 
occupied  these  positions  from  which  it  had  been 
driven,  the  scene  of  war  was  again  removed,  and 
the  battles  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  were 
fought  on  the  borders  of  Michigan. 

The  inference  your  committee  would  deduce 
from  the  historical  facts  alluded  to  is,  they  flatter 
themselves,  manifest.  It  consists,  unquestionably, 
with  the  true  policy  of  this  Government  to  throw 
into  the  peninsula  of  Michigan,  by  every  practica- 
ble means,  a  dense  population;  and  it  is  more 
especially  their  true  policy  to  construct  over  the 
Black  Swamp  a  permanent,  safe,  and  convenient 
public  road.  Such  a  measure  is  dictated  by  good 
faith ;  for  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  the  mea- 
sure was  contemplated  by  the  parties  to  the  Treaty 
of  Brownstown.  It  is  dictated  by  a  wise  regard 
to  national  economy ;  for  the  contemplated  road 
would  open  an  avenue  to  a  fertile  and  beautiful 
country — the  peninsula  of  Michigan — a  country 
the  soil  within  which  is  almost  exclusively  the 
property  of  the  nation.  It  would  conduce  greatly, 
too,  to  the  settlement  of  the  immediate  country, 
which  is  also  the  exclusive  property  of  the  natioO|. 
and  the  settlement  of  which  must,  almost  of  ne- 
cessity, be  preceded  by  some  extraordinary  efibrt 
of  the  National  Government.  But  such  a  measure 
is  not  less  imperiously  called  for  as  an  almobt  in- 
dispensable measure  of  defence.    The  prodigiooe 
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iams  of  money  wliich  were  expended  in  theeSbrts 
i^hich  the  nation  made  to  reoccupy  that  territory 
would  have  constructed  many  such  roads — efforts 
which  could  never  hare  been  called  for ;  for  if,  in 
the  spirit  of  the  Treaty  of  Brownstown,  good  roads 
had,  previously  to  the  war,  been  constructed,  if  a 
con  venient  ana  practicable  communication  between 
Ohio  and  Michigan  had  existed,  this  nation  would 
have  been  spared  the  humiliation  of  witnessing  a 
disgraceful  capitulation,  and  that  devoted  people 
would  have  been  saved  from  the  indescnbalne  hor- 
rors of  Indian  devastation. 

Every  view  which  your  committee  hare  been 
able  to  take  of  the  subject  referred  to  them  having 
confirmed  them  in  the  very  decided  opinion  to 
which  they  have  arrived,  that  a  public  road  ought 
to  be  constructed  from  tne  Miami  to  the  western 
line  of  the  Connecticut  Western  Reserve,  it  re- 
mains for  them  respectfully  to  submit  their  opin- 
ion as  to  the  best  means  oy  which  that  desirable 
object  may  be  effected.  They  have  not  been  re- 
gardless of  the  diminished  amount  of  the  public 
revenues;  they  are  aware  of  the  strong  desire 
entertained  by  the  House  to  limit  the  public  ex- 
penditures to  the  smaHest  practicable  sum:  and  it 
15  with  much  satisfaction,  therefore,  that  they  feel 
themselves  justified  in  recommending  an  expedi- 
ent which  they  think  wilt  b^  adequate  to  the  exi- 
gency, without  any  specific  appropriation'  of 
money. 

On  reference  to  the  stipulations  contained  in  the 
Treaty  of  Brownstown,  it  is  observable  that  a 
mile  in  Width  on  each  side  of  the  contemplated 
road  from  the  Miami  to  the  Western  Reserve  is 

granted^  as  well  as  the  sit6  for  the  road  itself,  to 
le  United  States.  It  seems  probable  that  the 
framers  of  that  treaty  had  in  view,  at  the  time  of 
the  negotiation,  the  application  of  the  whole  of 
the  ceded  land,  specifically,  to  the  purpose  of  de- 
fraying the  expense  of  making  the  road.  From 
the  best  information  which  your  committee  have 
been  able  to  obtain,  thev  entertain  the  betfef  that 
this  tract  would  furnish  a  fund  more  than  ade- 
quate to  the  exigency,  and  that  no  more  appropri- 
ate application  could  be  made  of  the  land  in 
question. 

They,  therefore,  respectfully  recommiend  the 
adoption  of  the  following  resolution,  viz : 

Resoioed^  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals  be  instructed  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  author- 
ize the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  contract  with' 
any  person  or  persons  to  construct  a  permanent 
and  suitable  road,  to  extend  from  the  root  of  the 
rapids  of  the  Miami  of  the  Lake  to  the  western 
line  of  the  Connecticut  Western  Reserve,  accord- 
ing to  the  plan  contemplated  by  the  Treaty  of 
Brownstown,  and  on  sucn  route,  passing  throcrs^h 
the  reserve  (so  called)  at  LoWer  Sandusky,  as  the 
President  may  direct,  in  consideration  of  the  whole 
of  the  tracts  on  each  side  of  the  contemplated  road 
which  #ere  granted  by  the  Treaty  of  Browns^ 
town,  or  so  much  thereof  as,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  may  be  adequate  to  the 
object ;  and  in  which  bill  shall  also  be  inserted, 
among  other  things,  a  provision  or  provisions  that 
the  person  or  persons  so  contracted  with  do  complete 


the  said  road  within  a  reasonable  time,  in  aid 
bill  to  be  limited ;  that  sueh  person  or  persons  do 
stipulate  to  keep  said  road  in  good  repeirfbraml 
during  a  number  of  years,  to  be  in  sM  bill  de> 
fined ;  and  also  that  the  person  or  persons  so  cw- 
tratted  with  do  afeo  giYe  bond,  wfth  soffieiefit 
sureties,  for  the  faithnil  perfortnnnce  of  his  cr 
their  contract;  and  afso  a  provisMHi  defiaiiig  a 
time  and  manner  in  which  the  tttie  tcsaid  iaadv 
may  be  conveyed. 

AH  which,  tog^ether  witli  the  dotumerttlfta:  1. 
2,  3,  and  4-,  which  accontpany  tMa  tffmc,  and 
which  they  pray  may  be  taken  n»  put  of  it,  is 
respectfully  submitted. 

No.  1. 

Whereas «  grant  of  land  vi^s  made  byeertaitt 
tribes  of  Indians,  at  a  treaty  held  at  Bk^^wnstown, 
in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  on  tlie  2Sch  of  No- 
vember, 1808,  for  locating  a  road  from  the  foot  of 
the  rapids  of  the  Miami  of  the  Lake  to  the  wtvt- 
era  line  of  the  Connecticut  Reserve ;  and  a  road 
to  run  southwardly  from  the  Lower  Saateky  to 
the  boundary  line  established  by  the  Tteaty  of 
G^reenville :  and  whereas  the  sum  of  six  ihetttand 
dollars  was  appropriated  by  an  act  of  Coa^rats 
passed  Deeemoer  12, 1811,  for  the  purposes  of  de- 
fraying the  expenses  of  explorinf^,  surveying,  and 
opening  the  same,  which  has  not  been  expended 
agreeably  to  the  protisions  of  the  said  aet,  bm  ftxxB 
some  cause  has  been  turned  over  to  soioe  other 
appropriation,  or  yet  remains  unexpended  in  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States :  therefore— 

Remihed  hy^OemridAMtMf^tkiSbmfftMiaf 
That  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Con^ 
gress  be  requests  to  use  their  influence  to  have  the 
sum  aforesaid  laid  out  on  one  or  both  of  the  before^ 
mentioned  roads,  as  they  think' will  be  most  ad- 
vantageous to  the  intarasfis  of  th^  Stsie^  ani  eon- 
sistent  with  the  original  appropriation. 

Reeohedy  That  the  Governor  of  this  StKle  be 
reqtiested  to  forward  one  copy  of  the  foiegoing 
preamble  and  resolution  to  each  of  am  Santora 
ahd  Repifesentatives  in  Congressy  and  one  enffu^ 
the  Ddegate  from  the  Territory  of  Michigan. 

JOSEPH  RICHARDSON; 

S^xaktrofiki  H^m$tftf  Ripgr 
ALLBN  TRIMBLE, 

F^anoART'SS,  1820. 

Sbcrstjlry  or  StatbS  Otfiob, 

CUttfR&iur,  O^  M.  2^  1S90: 

I  certify  the  foregoin^r  to  be  a  correct  copy  of 
the  original  roll,  remaining  on  fklo,  in  this  ofllce. 

JOHN  McLEN£,iSbcVo/Sbtfe. 

No.  2. 
Waminoton'Oity,  JAfne4<31,  IG^k 
Sin:  In  reply  to  your  inqBiries-relaicingf  to  the 
application  ot  tsertam  moneys  appropriattd  to  laf 
out  and  maka  certain  roads  oontemplated  hit^i» 
Treaty  Of  Brownstown,  I  have  to  mace  the  Moar- 
ing  statement! 
On  the  27th  of  August,  1812,  Mr.  Secretary  GaK 
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laiia  wrote  me  (tiuen  Qovernav  of  Oliio)oii  the 
siiJb||«et  of  that  road.  A  copy  of  his  letter  is  here- 
with eikclosed,  to  which  I  replied,  statio^.  to  hioa 
the  only  course  I  could  pursue  ia  making  the  road 
preparatory  to  the  viarchol  the  oorth western  army 
under  Geoeml  Harrisoni  As  it  waa  a  state  of 
war,  and  the  road  to  Sanduaky  altogether  through 
the  Indian  country,,  no. eoiktiaol  could  he  made  tor 
openiag  the  road.  1  ordered  out  a  company  of 
frontier  militia,  who  opened  the  road,  thus  coup- 
ling the  defence  of  the  frontiwa  with  the  making, 
of  the  road.  This  was  done  in  the  autumn  of  1813. 
Iq  January,  I  received  from  the  Treasury  of  thte 
United  States  S&,500,  of  whioh  I  expended  on  the 
road  Si,923  14^  before  the  march  of  the  army 
alluded  to.  Having  many  ooeasioBs  for  disbars* 
ing  moneys  on  a/9eoont  of  war.  operations,  the  res- 
idue of  thie  85.500  was  applied  to  various  servicesy 
and  for  ^which  I  am  accountable  to  the.  United 
States.  I  am,  TeryrespeetfoUy,  your  most  obedi- 
ent servant,  R.  L  MfiIGS,  Ja^ 
JoeepH  NoBRSB^  Esq., 

No.  3. 

Extraet  of  a  letter  &(m  Chvemor  Lewis  Casf  and 
GenenU  Duncan  3f(fArthuTtothe  Sderetarp.of  Wat, 

Miami  Rvlpids,  November  29>  18171 

It  is  well  known  that  alon^  the  southern  mar^ 
^m  of  this  part  of  Lake  Krie  is  a.  tract  of  wet 
laod  which  always  presents  serioua  difficulties  to 
the  traveller,  and  frequently  insurmountable  ob- 
stacles. 

From  Kort  Meig%  for  many  miles  towards  Ur* 
bana,  and.  nearly  the  whole .  distance  to  Lower 
Sandusky,  it  becomes  a  moiass  known  bv  the 
name  of  the  Black  Swamp^  To  reach  the  Terri- 
tory of  Michigan  from -any  part  of  the  settlements- 
of  the  State  of  Ohio,  by  land,  this  swamp  must 
be  crossed. 

No  description  can  convey  to  a  person  who  is 
onaoquainted  with  it  an  adequate  idea^f  the  dif- 
ficulties to  be  surmounted  beibre  a  tolecahle  road 
can  be  formed  through  this  country..  Little  is 
hazarded  in.  saying  that  individual  enterprise,  or 
the  operation  of  ordinary  causes,  will  not  accom-* 
plish  it  for  a  period  which  the  rapid  improvement 
of  the  Unitea  States,  ffenerally,  would  leave  with** 
out  a  parallel.  But  the  country  from  the  eitrem- 
ities  of  this  swamp^  northward  to  Detroit,  and 
southward  and  eastward  to  the  settlements  in 
Ohio,  is  level  and  wet,  and  a  good  road  through 
it,  to  be  made  at  all,  must  ben^e  at  the  natioi^d 
expense. 

The  events  of  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain 
upon  this  frontier  must  have  satisfied  every  reflect- 
ing person  that  a^^ood  road,  at  the  commencement 
of  that  war,  passing  from*  the  interior  of  Ohio  to 
Detroit,  would  have  saved  to  the  nation  the  ex-« 
penditure  of  immense  sums  of  moneys  and  would 
have  rendered  the  reduction  of  that  place  at  any 
time  easy,  and  its  tenure  secure.  The  supplies  of 
provisions  and  the  munitions  of  war  jxecessary  to 
the  operaiiona  of  the  army  upon  this  frontier  were 


transported  at  an  enormous  expense  of  time  and) 
treasure,  and  the  principal  obstacles  opposed  tOr 
those  operations  resulted  from  the  nature  of  the 
country,  and  from  its  difficulty  of  access.  Thiat 
tract  of  country,  in  its  present  situation,  rendest 
the  Territory  of  Michigan  an  insulated  point  uppor 
the  map  of  the  nation.  Its  approach  by  water  ia 
uncertain,  temporary,  and,  for  many  importao^. 
purposes,  inconvenient.  By  land  it  is  difficult 
tedious,  and  exfiensive.  In  any  future  war,  itfi 
means  of  defence  must  be  derived  from  the  saiM 
States  which  were  called  upon  to  furnish  theok 
during  the  past.  It  is  desirable,  therefore,  that tikC^ 
difficulties  which  were  then  experienced  should) 
be  removed, ,  and  that  the  possession  of  a  good 
road  should  enable  the  Gieneml  Governmeatat^ 
any  time  to  throw  into  the  country  a  force  wkiob 
would  render  it  safe  and  secure;  such  a  roadi 
would  reoMve  the  barriers  which  nature  has  in^ 
terposed,  and  would,  in  effect,  approximate  xhm 
country  to  the  western  portion  of  the  Union,,  amdy 
connected  with  the  natural  advantages  it  peat 
seeses,  would  insure  it  a  speedy  settlement,  andaio^ 
active  and  enterprising  population. 

But  a  road  irom  the  interior  of  Ohio  to.  the 
lake  only,  would  not  answer  this  important  puih 
pose*  Lake  Erie  may  once  more  become  the  ta£»i 
tre  of  desperate  exertion  and  skill ;  enterpriae  aiui 
courage  may  not  again  be  rewarded  with  victoryr 
But  were  our  naval  superiority  upon  this  lake  be* 
yond  the  reach  of  accident,  it  should  be  stiJl  .reo^ 
oUected  that  its  navigation  is  more  hazardoiia 
than  that  of  the  ocean,  and  for  a  considerable  fot» 
tion  of  the  year  closed  or  impeded  by  the  ice* 

It  is  precisely  at  tliis  season,  with  the  eXiOeptioiii 
of  a  short  time  in  the  middle  of  the  Wintari  thaA 
the  communication  by  land  is  most  difficuli;  aqd 
the  obstacles  which  are  then  interposed  to  traver-i 
sing,  the  country  in  any  direction  are  serieua.and 
dangerous. 

Should  circumstances  destroy  our  naval  super** 
ority  upon  the  Upper  Lakes,  our  communicatioii 
with  Detroit  and  its  dependent  settlements  could  be 
preserved  by  land  only,  and  our  possession  of  the 
country  would  in  a  great  degree  depend  upon  the 
facilities  which  the  roads  might  offer  to  the  march 
of  troops,  and  to  the  transportation  of  their  muMt 
tions  of  war,  baggage  and  provifdons.  It  is  to  hi 
hoped  that  such  aa  occurrence  is  remote;  but  the 
possibility  of  its  happening^  and  its  dii^astroiis  ceft* 
sequences,  should  we  be  found  unprepared,  furniidi 
powerful  motives  to  provide,  as  far  as  human  wis^ 
uom  can  do,  for  the  event. 

Bj  completing  a  road  from  Sandusky  to  Detroi<| 
considerable  progress  would  be  made  towards opeor 
iog.a  great  national  communication  from  the  cap* 
itau  to  one  of  the  extremities  of  the  Union.  The 
western  turnpike  from  Cumberland  to  the  Ohie^ 
termihatiog  at  Wheeling  would  leave  only  th^ 
portion  of  road  between  that  place  and  Saaclusiksi 
to  be  made.  Future  enterprise  and  industry,  either 
individual  or  national,  might  complete  the  worki 
and  it  would  equally  promote  the  varied  intercom^ 
of  peace  and  tbe  important  operations  of  war. 

This  view  is  prospective;  but  the  time  caaael 
be  remote  when  the  policy  of  connecting, the,  d^ 
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teteat  parts  of  this  vast  Republic  by  great  perma- 
nent roads  will  be  felt  and  acknowledged — when 
«ach  a  policy  shall  banish  local  jealousies  and  dis- 
cordant interests ;  shall  furnish  new  and  increased 
facilities  for  private  industry;  and  shall  add  strength 
•and  wealth  to  the  resources  of  the  nation. 

Forts  and  military  positions  along  a  remote  and 
exposed  frontier  will  furnish  little  protection,  unless 
the  communication  to  it  is  rendered  easy  and  ex- 
peditious. A  great  leading  road,  such  as  the  nature 
of  this  country  requires,  and  the  public  good  de- 
mands, would  add  more  to  its  permanent  security 
than  any  other  defensive  measure  which  could  be 
adopted. 

But  there  are  considerations  connected  with  the 
necessity  of  such  a  road  in  consequence  of  the 
nature  of  the  country,  of  its  importance  to  the  na- 
tion for  the  preservation  of  a  weak  and  important 
frontier,  and  of  the  improbability  that  such  a  road 
will  ever  be  made  unless  som^  portion  of  the  gen- 
eral resources  are  directed  to  this  object.  But, 
viewed  exclusively  as  a  subject  affecting  the  reve- 
nue, there  can  be  no  doubt  but  its  operation  would 
be  favorable. 

From  the  settlements  in  Ohio  to  Detroit,  nearly 
the  whole  country  is  the  property  of  the  United 
States.  Bvery  consideration,  either  of  a  fiscal  or 
political  nature,  demands  the  immediate  sale  and 
settlement  of  this  land,  and  every  measure  is  im- 
portant which  will  facilitate  the  acquisition  of 
either  object.  Among  these  measures  the  most 
obvious  m  itself  and  most  certain  in  its  result,  is 
the  opening  of  a  leadmg  road.  In  any  country  tnis 
would  be  important ;  in  this  country  it  is  absolutely 
necessary.  Bales  will  only  be  made  with  a  view 
to  siettlements,  and  settlement  will  be  aided  and 
encouraged  by  making  roads  where  the  population 
of  the  country  will  long  be  unable  to  make  them. 

There  is  little  difficulty  in  proposing  a  plan 
which  would  accomplish  this  object,  and  in  all 
probability  increase  the  actual  receipts  at  the  Trea- 
sury, after  the  expenditures  which  may  be  neces- 
sary in  effecting  it. 

Previous  to  tne  sale  of  the  public  lands,  were  the 
site  of  a  permanent  well-made  road  located  from 
the  line  of  the  tract  recently  purchased  of  the  In- 
dians to  Detroit^  and  were  the  national  faith  pledged 
for  its  completion  within  a  reasonable  period,  the 
competition  excited  among  the  purchasers  to  pro- 
cure the  land  in  the  vicinity  or  this  road  would 
add  greatly  to  its  value.  Any  estimate  upon  this 
subject  inust  be  loose  and  conjectural ;  but  when 
it  is  considered  that  this  road  would  pass  through 
lands  the  property  of  the  United  States  for  at  least 
one  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  a  great  part  of  which 
is  fertile  and  susceptible  of  compact  settlements, 
and  much  of  which  is  equal  to  any  land  in  Ohio, 
it  cannot  be  doubted  but  it  will  enter  the  market 
with  every  prospect  of  obtaining  a  price  far  exceed- 
ttig  that  nxed  by  law.  It  would  not  be  necessary, 
in  order  to  secure  the  desired  object,  that  the  work 
should  be  actuallv  commenced  ;  every  purpose 
would  be  answered  by  determining  the  site  of  the 
road,  and  delaying  its  completion  till  sufficient 
funds  for  that  purpose  were  received  from  the  sale 
of  the  land. 


We  have  travelled  out  of  the  proper  ofaycci  cC 
our  mission  in  bringing  this  subfect  lo  (lie  atten- 
tion of  the  (Government,  but  we  trust  oat  eicost 
will  be  found  in  its  vital  importance  to  tkis  sec- 
tion of  our  country,  and  in  the  eonsiiieratioii  that, 
if  the  present  opportunity  passes  away  witiioot 
producing  any  favorable  result,  we  mmy  eomsider 
as  hopeless  every  effort  to  attain  it. 

Considered  as  the  means  of  ioereasa^  the  ds- 
ttonal  strength,  and  of  securing  the  possessfOD  of 
an  important  frontier,  we  are  aware  that  it  fans  do 
exclusive  claim  to  tne  attention  of  the  Gcnefal 
Government;  every  section  of  the  Union  has  an 
equal  right  to  urge  its  claims.  But  there  is  prob- 
ably none  in  which  the  expenditure  of  an  et/aml 
amount  would  be  productive  of  more  important 
consequences;  and  certainly  there  is  nonewbi^ 
is  weaker  in  itself,  or  more  difficult,  from  its  posi- 
tion, to  be  defended. 

But  when  it  is  recollected  that  this  whole  roa^ 
from  the  line  of  the  purchase,  was  made  opoB  the 
frontier  settlement  of  the  Ohio  to  the  I>pcnMr 
river,  and  will  piss  through  a  country  the  property 
of  the  United  states,  except  one  Indian  reserva- 
tion, and  a  few  tracts  which  have  been  kA^  or 
granted  at  Lower  Sandusky,  Fort  Meigs,  and  the 
river  Raisin,  the  eftect  of  such  a  road  upon  the 
sale  of  the  land  is  a  fair  object  of  inquiry ;  and,  if 
it  is  believed  that  the  receipts  from  the  sales  will 
be  increased  by  it,  or  even  if  such  a  result  is  doubt- 
ful, the  importance  and  necessity  of  the  measnre, 
connected  with  other  considerations,  may  fMuif 
justify  its  adoption. 

No.  4. 

EsOraa  of  a  Utter  addreeeed  to  the  Pneidmi^  ia  the 
WuOer  of  18l8-'i9, 6;  the  SeoreUary  ef  Mkhe^oi, 

The  alleged  intention  of  the  Govemmeor  to  di- 
minish the  force  at  the  military  post  at  Detroit, 
would  seem  to  imply  that  the  importance  of  that 
position  Is  not  justly  appreciated. 

If  it  be  a  correct  proposition  that,  in  respect  to 
all  permanent  military  arrangements,  foreign  peo- 
ple are  to  be  considered  in  the  character  ^  belli- 
gerents, then  I  consider  that  position,  in  point  of 
importance,  inferior  to  yerv  few. 

It  juts  far  into  the  enemy's  country,  commanding 
the  roads  which,runnine  parallel  with  the  Thames, 
or  the  shore  of  Lake  Erie^  little  diverging,  pass 
through  the  rapidly  increasing  settlements  of  that 
part  of  the  province  of  Upper  Canada  which  ex- 
tends from  the  head  of  Laxe  Ontario,  and  subjects 
the  greater  part  of  those  settlements  to  the  control 
of  a  large  force  at  Detroit.  The  topography  of 
that  country,  while  it  furnishes  great  facilities  for 
the  rapid  advance  of  an  American  force  through 
it,  protects  remarkably  its  retreat. 

As  a  position  opposed  to  an  enemy's  acting  of- 
fensively, Detroit,  m  relation  to  the  country  oppo- 
site, is  a  tHe  du  pont.  All  the  principal  roads  of 
the  British  country,  above  the  lower  extremity  of 
Lake  Erie,  lead  to,  and  terminate  at  or  near  the 
settlement  of  Sandwich;  the  position  at  Detiat 
commands  them. 

A  large  force  here,  also,  will  always  kiep  in 
check  the  Indian  tribes  which  inhabit  the  peaia- 
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ula  of  M lekigan,  and,  combined  with  other  means, 
r  it  do  not  make  them  alliw,  will  at  least  neutral- 
ze  their  hostility. 

On  thb  peninsula  there  most  be  full  one  thous- 
nd  Indian  warriors.  Mr.  Crooks,  Dr.  Turner, 
nd  other  gentlemen,  estimate  them  to  be  more 
lumerous. 

The  routes  by  which  these  Indians  ordinarily, 
ind  almost  necessarily,  communicate  with  the 
Sricish,  are  up  the  river  St.  Joseph  of  Lake  Mich- 
gaoy  and  down  the  Huron  to  the  mouth  of  the  De- 
ceit;  and,  from  the  northern  extremity  of  it,  past 
he  south  extreme  of  Saginaw  bay,  to  the  heads 
i  river  Rouge,  and  o?er  to  the  Huron,  coming  in 
it  the  same  point,  opposite  Maiden ;  a  large  mili- 
ary force  here,  consequently,  cuts  off  this  commu- 
lication. 

This  position,  combined  with  that  of  Fort  Qra- 
iot,  commands  the  straits  of  St.  Clair  and  Detroit, 
md  not  only  secures  the  upper  country  against  the 
nfloence  ot  a  British  naval  superiority  on  Lake 
^riej  but  secures,  al^o,  the  safety  of  that  avenue 
h rough  which  supplies  to  the  upper  post  must,  of 
lecestfity,  pass;  for  it  is  firmly  belieyed  that,  with- 
out almost  infinite  hazard  and  expense,  they  can- 
lot  pass  up  the  waters  of  the  Mississippi.  Prom 
odiana  to  Chica^  they  cannot  go,  lor,  through 
he  intervening  wilderness  and  swamps,  not  even 
to  Indian  foot  path  has  been  explored;  nor,  with- 
>ut  imminent  danger,  can  they  be  pass^  from  Fort 
^ayne,  for,  Detroit  in  possession  of  the  enemy, 
he  whole  peninsula,  being  a  wilderness,  would  be 
in  enemy's  country. 

As  a  point  from  which  to  invade  the  upper  pro- 
vince of  Canada,  Detroit  is  then  of  importance; 
)ut  as  a  shield  of  defence  for  the  uncovered  frontier 
)f  Ohio  and  Indiana,  as  the  only  pledge  of  security 
or  the  upper  posts,  and  as  a  security  against  In- 
tiao  hostility,  its  importance  must  be  manifest. 

Yet,  without  a  strong  military  force,  this  im- 
)ortant  barrier  may,  at  any  time,  be  taken  bv  a 
nup  de  lao^  Its  inhabitants,  as  yet  not  probably 
xceeding  about  eight  thousand,  are  located  in  one 
•xtended  and  incurvated  line  from  Lake  Huron  to 
liake  Erie,  not  presenting  at  any  point  a  very  cohh 
)act  settlement.  They  have  in  their  rear  the  In- 
lians  of  the  peninsula;  on  the  one  flank  a  dreary 
•xtent  of  lake  and  wilderness;  on  the  other,  an 
mpervious  morass,  cutting  them  off  from  the  pop- 
liation  of  Ohio ;  while,  in  front,  ^od  and  practi- 
:abJe  roads  lead  to  them,  up  which  the  concen- 
rating  force  of  the  enemy  may  at  any  time  be 
irougnt  to  bear  upon  them.  How  inadequate, 
herefore,  is  the  country  to  the  object  of  its  own 
•rotection !  If  the  Gk>vernment  had  not  heretofore 
iosed  the  doors  of  the  country  against  a  greater 
nflux  of  inhabitants,  its  situation  would  be  less 
recarious.  Since  1807  the  Indian  title  over  a 
cry  considerable  portion  of  the  country  has  been 
ziingutshed,  but,  until  about  the  close  ofl8 18,  none 
f  it  has  been  brought  into  market. 

To  the  advantages  indicated  by  this  view  of  the 
object,  of  locating  a  considerable  military  force 
ear  Detroit,  is  to  be  superadded  the  imporunt  one 
f  protecting  emigrants  now  coming  in,  and  for  the 
rst  time  penetrating  into  the  back  country,  from 


the  individual  acts  of  hostility  of  wandering  In- 
dians. Such  occasional  acts  of  hostility  are  to  be 
expected^  they  will  be  excited  by  interruptions 
upon  their  hunting  grounds.  And  still  further  is 
to  be  added  the  advantage  of  giving  effect  to  the 
project  of  making  a  road  tnrongh  the  Black  Swamp. 
This  is  a  work  which,  without  the  national  aid, 
will  hardly  be  effected  in  very  many  years.  The 
country  between  Fort  Meigs  and  Sandusky  can- 
not be  settled  until  the  swamp  be  drained;  con- 
sequently, individual  labor  upon  the  road  cannot 
be  relied  upon.  The  State  ot  Ohio  can  hardly  be 
expected  to  accomplish  it ;  for,  beyond  that  point, 
she  has  no  citizens  to  protect ;  it  forms  her  bound- 
ary in  that  direction.  It  roust,  tiierefore,  be  a  na- 
tional work — a  work  which,  had  it  been  eftcted 
before  the  late  war,  would  have  saved  not  only  the 
dqrradation  of  a  capitulated  army,  but  also  many 
millions  of  money. 

It  is  "ffity  certain  that  a  perfectly  good  military 
road  may  oe  made  over  this  morass;  it  is  equally 
certain  that  the  ^eater  part  of  it  may  be  made 
capable  of  producing  abundant  crops.  The  very 
act  of  making  a  durable  road  over  it  will  fit  a  con- 
siderable part  of  it  for  cultivation.  The  deep 
ditches  which  should  be  on  each  side  of  the  road, 
leading  into  the  many  streams  which  would  inters 
sect  that  road,  would  drain  a  very  considerable  part 
of  the  land  bordering  it.  This  swamp  is  in  gene- 
ral sufficiently  elevated,  consisting  of  a  basin  of 
hard  clay,  upon  which  is  bedded  a  thick  stratum 
of  the  most  fertile  black  loam.  The  currents  of 
the  frequent  streams  which  pass  through  it  are 
rapid,  and  the  height  of  their  banks  indicates  that 
the  general  surface  is  not  much  depressed. 

If  the  object  of  securing,  by  means  of  such  a 
road,  to  the  post  of  Detroit  its  military  suppliesi 
could  be  comoined  with  that  of  inducing  the  set- 
tlement of  the  intermediate  country,  the  advantage 
is  surdy  worthy  of  notice,  as  it  regards  either  the 
military  or  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  nation. 


PAYMENT  FOR  PROPERTY  DESTROYED  BY 

THE  BRITISH. 

[Communicated  to  the  House,  January  IS,  1820.] 
Department  of  War,  Jan,  11, 1820. 

Sir:  In  conformity  with  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  23d  ultimo,  di- 
recting the  Secretary  of  War  to  lay  before  that 
House  the  rules  and  regulations  established  by  the 
Commissioner^  and  adopted  by  the  War  Depart- 
ment, in  relation  to  the  execution  of  the  ^'  act  to 
authorize  the  payment  for  property  lost,  captured, 
or  destroyed  by  the  enemy  while  in  the  military 
service  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," passed  the  9lh  of  April,  1816,  particularly 
m  relation  to  horses  lost,  1  have  the  honor  to  trans- 
mil,  herewith,  the  rules  and  regulations  required. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  A^c. 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

Hon.  H.  Clay,  9f$aiktf  Hquh  of  RtpB. 
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R^fulaUws  for  the  ff^rnnmnit^f  iUOmmiimotur  of 
Claim^  dakd  Juli^  1816. 
The  act  of  the  9th  April,  1816^  authorizing  the 
appoititment  of  a  commifsmaer  for  the  liqaidation 
and  payment  of  claims  for  property  lost,  captured, 
or  destroyed  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  other  purposes,  having  subjected  the  oom- 
missioner  appointed  under  that  act  to  such  rales  as 
the  President  shall  prescrifoe  for  the  government 
of  his  conduct,  the  President,  upon  due  coasidera^ 
tionj  has  been  pleased  to  direct  that  ail  cases  com- 
prehended in  the  fifth  class  of  claims  under  the 
said  act  shall  be  referred  to  the  additional  ae- 
countant  of  the  War  Department  before- any  de* 
cisioB  shall  be  made  thereon,  in  order  to  ascertain 
whether  the  same  shall  not  have  been  previously 
satisfied. 

WM.  H,  CRAWFORD. 


Approved : 


JAMES  MONROE: 


SupplerMfUary  ngulatiom. 

The  evidence  of  officers  of  the  late  army^  and 
the  certificates  of  those  now  in  service,  taken  under 
the  original  regulations  prescribed  by  theCommi»- 
sioner  c^  Claims,  mubt  slate  whether  anv  certifi- 
cate or  voucher  in  relation  to  such  claim  ha^  been 
heretofore  givenywithin  the  knowledge  of  the  wit* 
ness,  or  of  the  officer  whose  certificate  is  required. 
The  claimant  must  also  state,  on  oath,  whether 
he  has  received  any  voucher,  and  account  for  its 
non-production  where  any  has  been  obtained.  In 
all  cases,  the  name  of  the  oflicer  by  whom  the 
Toucher  was  given,  and  its  date,  as  nearly  as  can 
be  ascertained,  must  be  discloeed. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD* 


Approved: 


JAMES  MONROE. 


Depxrtubnt  of  War,  Sqft.  7, 1816. 

6ir:  The  President  has  been  pleased  to  direct 
that  the  occupation  of  houses  and  buildings  by  the 
military  force  of  the  United  States  is  embraced 
by  the  ninth  section  of  the  act  "to  authorize 
the  payment  for  property  lost^  captured,  or  de- 
stroyed by  the  enemy  while  in  the  military  service 
of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  purpa^es,"  and 
that  compensation  shall  be  allowed  for  damages 
sustained  in  consequence  of  such  occupancy,  in  the 
same  manner  as  if  such  houses  and  buildings  had 
been  occupied  as  a  military  deposite  under  the 
authority  of  an  officer  or  agent  of  the  United 
States.    I  have  the  honor,  dec. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

R.  B.  LsBy  Esq.,  CdiMussiofirr^ 


Dsr^ARTMBifV  OP  WaR)  StpL  19,  lfil6i 

Sir:  In  looking  over  some  of  the  cases  referred 
by  you  to  the  accountant,  it  has  occurred  to  me 
that  the  public  interest  requires  that  some  addi- 
tional regulations  should  be  made  to  guard  the 
Government  against  imposition. 

In  some  cases,  the  evidence  discloses  the  name 
of  the  officer  by  whose  authority  the  impressment 
of  the  property  for  which  compensation  is  claim- 


ed has  been  made;  in  olfaen,  tiiere  is  no  aoeh  £»- 
closure,  in  the  first- cajK,  where  the  xxigimd  eenifi- 
cate  of  the  officer,  or  his  evidence,  is  not  produced, 
it  is  but  Q  reasonable  precatttton,  to  gisasd  c^  pvhlic 
against  imposiition,  thai  his  teoimooy  ahoald  be 
obtained.  In  the  second^  the  evideooe  appenm  to 
me  to  be  too  loose  to  justify  an  award  in  iavnr  of 
the  daimant.  The  Mame  of  the  o£ecr  by  whose 
autliority  the  property  has  been  tahen,  with  cob- 
veaient  certainty  as. to  the  f tme  mad  plier,  sbmM 
be  disolosed,  to  enable  the  CjOvemmctA  lo  obcatn 
the  benefit  of  his  testimony.  In  some  of  the  oaaev 
which  1  have  looked  intc^  the  iossopyears  to  haw 
been  sustained  by  the  uuauthoriaed  depffdatioos* 
of  the  soldiers,  and  does  notoome  wiihin  the  pro- 
visions of  the  law. 

The  case  of  charges  for  attend in|^  to  sick  sofaUen 
a  ppears  to  me  to  Im  liable  to  the  sa^  objection. 
The  witnesses  in*  some  oases  swear  jmicfally  is 
the  fact  of  impieaameut^  wherts  it  is  dimcalty  if  net 
impossible,  to  conceive  how  ii 
have  existed. 

Under  all  these^reomstaoen^  I 
it  to  be  my  duiy  tosubaiix  to  the  coaasdcnrtioa  of 
the  President  the  propriety  of  direeting  that,  in  all 
cases  of  property  iinpressed  coming  wtchin  the 
provisions  of  the  law,  the  name  and  rank  of  the 
officer  by  whose  authority  it  has  been  made  shall 
be  disclosed  in  the  evidence,  and  that  the  lesti* 
monry  of  such  officer  shfdl  be  obtained  by  theCom* 
missioner,  where  it  is  practicable,  befoie  any  de- 
cision shall  be  made  in  favor  of  such  dainiant ; 
that  the  case  of  charges  for  attendiag  sick  aoldtax, 
and  the  loss  or  destruction  of  property  by  the  un- 
authorized acto  of  the  soldiery,  are  nel  wi^n  the 
provisions  ol'  the  lawi  lo  making  thb  comanni- 
cetion,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  observe  that,  in  the  ex- 
eoatioD  of  an  aet  giving  snob  ezlcnsive,prisdie- 
tion,  under  rules  formed  without  experience,  it 
would  have  been  extraordinary  if  every  difficoity 
had  been  foreseen  and  providt^.  for  in  the  regula- 
tions ;thus  digested*  la  this^  as  in  every  theoiieii- 
cal  essay,  delVcts  will  necessarily  be  discovered 
in  pmctice,  whi^  experienoe  alone  will  be  able  to 
removei    I  have  the  aonor  to  be,  Ac 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORDl 

R.  B.  Lhb,  £Uq»,  CtmaiissfiMwr. 


War  Defartmbnt,  (kl.2l,lE16. 

Sir:  Pursuant  to  the  eleventh  section  of  the 
"act  making  provision  for  property  lost,  captured, 
or  destroyed  by  the  enemy  while  in  the  noilitaxy 
service  ot  the  United  States,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," the  President  has  been  pleased  to  direct — 

That  the  first  and  second  .sections  of  the  said 
act  do  not  embrace  the  case  of  officers  of  the  rego- 
Lar  army  j  and  that  the  property  which  a  regiSai 
officer  may  have  taken  with  him  in  the  service, 
or  which  ne  may  have  been  required  by  law  to 
keep,  is  not  comprehended  by  the  terms  ^'im- 
pressed or  by  contract,'.'  used  in  the  third  sectioo. 

That  the  provisions  of  the  third  section  eztesd 
only  to  losses  resulting  from  the  acts  of  the  esemy, 
orirom  the  failure  ot  the  GoYernment  to  supply 
the  neces&ary^  forage* 
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Tbat  ciw  DiBth  smkHi  <^  the  aet  eUMMk  only 
to  GMes  of  destroctioB  of  property  by  the  enemy 
Tvrbich  are  jaxtifiabie  by  the  laws  of  civilized  war^ 
fare;.     Tbat  tbe  oecupatioo  of  bouae.**  or  buiMings 
as  placet  uf  military  deposite,  or  by  an  armed  force, 
most  be  continued  up  to  the  time  of  destrootioii, 
Tbat  theoeoupatiDn  of  hoasesor  bufldiofs  by  an 
armed  force  lor  a  ni|;ht,  upon  a  maichf  is  not 
-within  tbe  meaning  ot  the  8aid  section)  onkcvsin 
tbe  iianiediate  presenee  of  an  enemy.    That  no 
oompensatiouf  by  way  of  interest)  rent,  or  dsm- 
agas,  can  be  allows  under  the  act  for  thetiiae 
which  elapsea  between  the  dwtr action  of  the  prop* 
erty  and  the  decision  of  the  Commissioner.    That 
tbe  act  does  not  extend  to  tbe  case  of  conseqaen- 
tial  injury  restiUing.from  the  destruction  of  houses 
or  buildings  under  the  ntotb.  section.    No  com^ 
penftatioa  can,  therefore,  be  allowed  for  the  de- 
struction of  hoose^K  or  buildings  not  occapied  as  a 
military  depusite^  or  by  a  military  force.    That, 
in  all  canes  of  donibr,  or  of  great  importance,  the 
Commissioner  shall  submit  the  evid^ce  to  the? 
Execatitre  befbre  any  decision  is  made. 

Vm.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

R.  B.  Lbb,  Esq.,  CommuHoner. 


Wkil  DEPARTIIBN9-,  M*  30^  18f6. 

Str:  Tbnr  communications,  dated  the  25th  and 
29th  of  this  month,  have  been  submitted  to  the 
President,  who  has  instructed  me  to  say  that  the 
third  section  of  the  act  to  authorize  the  payment 
for  property  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed,  dec,  will 
not  justify  the  payment  of  claims  for  partial  inju- 
ries to  oxen  or  horses.  I  am  also  instructed  bv 
the  President  to  request  that  you  will  suspend  all 
decisions  under  the  ninth  section  of  the  above- 
mentioned  act  until  further  advised. 
1  have  the  honor,  &c., 

GEORGE  GRAHAM: 

R.  B.  LfiB,  Ksq.,  CommiasUmer. 


War  DBPABTMBBit,  Sept.  27, 1816. 

Sir:  Pursuant  to  the  ninth  section  of  the  aot 
of  April,  1816,  for  compensating  claims  for  prop- 
erty lust,  captured,  &c.,  during  the  late  war,  the 
President  has  been  pleased  farther  to  direct  that, 
in  cases  of  property  alleged  to  have  been  impressed 
or  taken  by  public  authority  for  the  use  or  subsist- 
ence of  the  Army,  the  name  and  rank  of  the  officer 
by  whom  or  by  whose  order  such  impressment 
shall  have  been  made  shall  bediselof^in  the  evi- 
dence of  the  claimant,  and  no  decision  shall  be 
made  in  his  fivor  until  the  evidence  of  strch  offi- 
cer shall  be  obtained  in  the  case,  unless  it  shall 
appear  that  such  evidence  cannot  be  obtained  by 
the  Commissioner.  The  Presidept  has  also  direct- 
ed that  the  said  act  does  not  extend  to  cases  of 
property  destroyed  by  the  irregular  condoct  of  the 
soldiery^  nor  to  expenses  incurred  by  indiridtwls 
in  attending  to  sick  or  disabled  soldiers. 

WM .  H.  CRAWFORD. 

R.  B.  JjmA^  Esq.,  Comni99i(mm» 


DwkUTunHT  or  War j  Dbc,  16, 181& 

^  Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  the  President  to  infbrm 
yon  tbat.  under  existing  circumstances,  it  is  thought 
proper  tnat  no  final  decision  be  made  in  any  case 
now  dependinff^  or  that  may  be  exhibited,  under 
the  act,  Ac.  You  will,'  however,  proceed  to  pre- 
pare and  arrange  all  such  cases  for  decision  wnen 
it  shall  be  deemed  proper. 

GEO.  GRAHAM. 

R.  B.  Lbb,  Esq.,  CommUHoner, 


Dbpartmgnt  of  War,  /am.  1, 181t. 

Sir:  I  am  instructed  by  the  President  to  infinrm 
you  that  it  is  not  deemed  expedient  to  deduct  from 
the  amount  which  yon  may  allow  to  any  individ- 
ual for  the  loss,  capture,  or  destruction  of  his  horse, 
such  sum  as  may  nave  been  paid  him  for  the  use 
and  risk  of  such  horse.    I  hare  the  honor,  dec. 

GEO.  GRAHAM. 

R*  B.  LbB,  Esq^,  CdiHTfifieei^er. 


OrpicB  OF  CiaAixie  Ac, 

Wk9hiRgion^  Maapdh  26,  1817. 

By  tbe  aet  passed  on  the  9th  day  of  April  last, 
entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  tbe  pavment  for  prc>- 
perty  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy 
while  m  the  military  serrice  or  the  United  States^ 
and  for  other  purposes,"  all  claims  provided  for  by 
the  said  act  must  be  presented  at  this  offi^  on  or 
before  the  9th  day  of  April,  in  the  year  1818;  aa,^ 
if  not  presented  within  that  period,  they  cannot  be 
received,  examined,  and  decided  on  at  this  office* 

FurU  e2Ms  €/ca$m 

The  claims  provided  for  bv  the  said  act  ar^  Ist. 
"Any  volunteer  or  dratighted  militiaman,  whether 
of  cavalry,  mounted  ri£men,  or  infantry,  who,  in 
the  late  war  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Briuin,  has  sustained  damage  by  the  loss  of  any 
horse  which  was  killed  in  battle,  or  which  has 
died  in  consequence  of  a  wound  therein  received, 
or  in  consequence  of  failure^  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  to  furnish  such  horse  with  suffir 
cient  forage  while  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States^  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  the  value  of 
such  horse;"  Tliis  provkion  com-prehends  three 
deseriptioosof  cases: 

1st.  A  horse  killed  in  battle. 

2d.  A  horse  dying  in  consequence  of  a  wound 
reeeived  in  battle. 

3d.  A  horse  dying  in  consequence  of  not  being 
furnished  with  sufficient  forage  by  the  United 
States. 

To  substaotiate  a  claim  of  either  description: 

1.  The  order  of  the'  Government  authorizing- 
the  employment  of  the  corps  to  which  the  original 
daimant  belonged,  or  the  subsequent  acceptance 
of  such  corps,  or  approbation  of  its  employment, 
must  be  produced.  .  . 

2d.  The  certificate  of  the  officar  or  sueyiving 
officer  commanding  the  claimant  at  the  time  of 
the  accident  on  which  the  claim  is  founded,  which; 
certificate,  if  not  given  while  the  officer  was  in  the 
seiviee  of  the  United  States,  must  be  swoin  to| 
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and,  in  every  case^  it  must,  if  practicable,  state  the 
then  value  of  the  horse  so  killed  or  dyiog.  Before 
aoy  other  evidence  will  be  received,  the  claimant 
must  make  oath  that  it  is  not  in  bis  power  to  pro- 
cure that  which  is  above  specified,  and  that  the 
evidence  which  he  shall  produce  in  lieu  thereof  is 
the  best  which  he  is  able  to  obtain.  In  every  case, 
the  evidence  must  be  on  oaih,  and  the  value  of  the 
horse  so  killed  or  dying  ascertained.  All  evidence 
offered  must  be  taken  and  authenticated  in  the 
manner  hereinafter  directed,  and  in  all  these  cases, 
the  claimant  must  declare,  on  oath,  that  he  has 
not  received  another  horse  from  any  officer  or 
agent  of  Government  in  lieu  of  the  one  lost. 

Second  dauofoaus, 

''  Any  person,  whether  of  cavalrr,  or  mounted 
riflemen,  ot  volunteers,  who,  in  the  late  war  afore- 
said, has  sustained  damage  by  the  loss  of  a  horse, 
in  consequence  of  the  owner  thereof  being  dis- 
mouDted,or  separated  and  detached  from  the  same 
by  order  of  the  commanding  officer,  or  in  conse- 
quence of  the  rider  being  killed  or  wounded  in 
battle,  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  the  value  of  such 
horse  at  the  time  he  was  received  into  the  public 
service."  This  class  comprehends  two  descrip- 
tions of  cases : 

1st.  When  the  owner  has  been  dismounted,  or 
separated  and  detached  from  such  horse  by  order 
of  the  commanding  officer. 

2d.  When  the  rider  has  been  killed  or  wounded 
in  battle,  and  the  horse  lost  in  consequence  thereof. 

The  same  evidence,  in  all  mpects.  which  is  re- 
quired in  the  first  class  of  cases,  will  be  required 
in  this. 

ThM  dasB  o/oasei, 

*'  Any  person  who,  in  the  late  war  aforesaid,  has 
sustained  damage  by  the  loss,  capture,  or  destruc- 
tion, by  an  enemy,  of  any  horse,  mule,  or  oz, 
wagon,  cart,  boat,  sleigh,  or  harness,  while  such 
property  was  employed  in  the  military  service  of 
the  United  States,  either  by  impressment  or  bv 
contract,  except  in  cases  where  the  risk  to  which 
the  property  would  be  exposed  was  agreed  to  be 
incurred  by  the  owner,  if  it  shall  appear  that  such 
loss,  capture,  or  destruction  was  without  any  fault 
or  n^ligence  of  the  owner  *,  and  any  person,  during 
the  time  aforesaid,  who  has  sustained  damage  by 
the  death  of  »iuch  horse^  mule,  or  ox,  in  consequence 
of  failure  on  the  part  of  the  United  Slates  to  furnish 
sufficient  forage  while  in  the  service  aforesaid, 
shall  be  allowed  and  paid  the  value  thereof."  This 
cla^  comprehends  two  cases: 

1st.  The  loss  or  destruction  of  propertv  by  an 
enemy,  taken  by  impressment  or  engaged  by  con- 
tract m  the  military  service  of  the  United  States, 
being  either  a  horse,  a  mule,  an  ox,  wagon,  cart, 
boat,  sleigh,  or  harness,  excepting  articles  for 
which  the  owners  had  agreed  to  run  all  risks,  or 
which  were  lost  or  destroyed  by  fault  or  negli- 
gence of  the  owners. 

2d.  When  a  horse,  mule,  or  ox,  so  taken  or  em- 
ployed, has  died  from  the  failure  of  the  United 
States  to  furnish  sufficient  forage. 

Id  the  first  of  these  cases,  the  claimant  mast  pro- 
duce the  certificate  of  the  officer  or  agent  of  the 


United  States  who  impreMed  oreontncled  fiorihe 
property  above  mentioned,  mad  of  the  officer  or 
surviving  officer  under  wbove   imoiediale  cooh 
mand  it  was  taken  or  destroyed  bf  an  enemy. 
Such  certificates,  if  such  officers  or  agents  at  the 
time  of  ffiving  them  be  not  in  the  military  service 
of  the  United  Staler,  must  be  sworn  to^  and  most 
positively  state  that  the  property  ^rrns  not  lost  or 
destroyed  through  the  fault  or  negligesee  oi  the 
owner,  and  that  the  owner  did  not  agree  fo  ran. 
all  rbJcs.    Furthermore,  the  usual  rate  of  hire  o£ 
the  articles  so  impressed  or  ooDtractedfwia  the 
country  in  which  they  wete  eaapJojed  mast  be 
stated. 

In  the  second  case,  the  certificate  of  the  officer 
or  agent  of  the  United  States,  under  whose  com- 
mand such  horse,  mule,  or  ox  was  employed  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  must  be  produced. 

Before  any  other  evidence  will  be  received,  the 
claimant  must  make  oath  that  it  is  not  in  bis  power 
to  produce  that  which  is  above  specified ;  and,  fur- 
ther,  that  the  evidence  which  he  offers  in  liea 
thereof  is  the  best  which  he  is  able  to  obtain,  in 
every  ease,  the  evidence  most  slate  distinctly  the 
time,  place,  and  manner  of  the  loss,  and  the  value 
thereof. 


Fburih  dam  (^  otuea. 

^f  Any  person  who,  daring  the  late  war,]ias  acted 
in  the  military  service  of  the  United  Stales  as  a 
volunteer  or  draughted  militiaman,  and  who  has 
furnished  himself  with  arms  or  accoutrements,  and 
has  sustained  loss  by^  the  capture  or  destnictjoa  of 
them,  without  any  fault  or  negligence  oa  bis  part, 
shall  be  allowed  and  paid  the  value  thereoL"  This 
class  comprehends  two  cases : 

]st.  The  loss  of  such  arms  or  accoutrements  hy 
the  enemy. 

2d.  The  loss  of  the  same  articles  in  any  other 
way,  without  the  fault  or  negligence  of  the  owner. 

This  provision  does  not  include  the  cliHhing  of 
soldiers,  or  the  clothing  and  arms  of  officers,  who^ 
in  all  services,  furnish  at  their  own  risk  rbeirovm. 
The  same  evidence  in  all  respects  is  required  in 
this  as  in  the  first  class ;  and,  moreoFer,  that  the 
iobs  did  not  happen  from  the  fzxdl  or  neglig&ice 
of  the  owner. 

F^  dasi  0/ easei, 

<<  When  any  propertjr  has  been  impressed  or 
taken  by  public  autnority  for  the  use  or  subsist- 
ence oi  the  army  during  the  late  war,  and  the 
same  shall  have  been  destroyed,  lost,  or  consumed, 
the  owner  of  such  property  shall  be  paid  the  value 
thereof,  deducting  therefrom  the  amount  which  has 
been  paid,  or  may  be  claimed,  for  the  use  and  risk 
of  the  same  while  in  the  service  aforesaid." 

This  provision  relates  to  every  species  of  prop- 
erty taken  or  impressed  for  the  use  and  subsistence 
of  the  army  not  comprehended  in  any  of  the  pre- 
ceding classes,  and  which  shall  have  been  in  any 
manner  destroyed,  lost,  or  consumed  by  the  army, 
includinjg;  in  its  scope  all  kinds  of  provisions,  forage^ 
fuel,  articles  for  clothing,  blankets^  arms,  and  am- 
munition — in  fact,  every  thine  for  the  use  sad 
equipment  of  an  army.  In  all  these  caao^  the 
ceruncates  of  the  officers  or  agents  of  the  Oaiied 
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States  taking  or  impressing  any  of  the  aforesaid 
irticles,  authenticated  by  the  officer  commanding  ! 
he  corps  for  whose  use  they  were  taken  or  im- 
iressed.  and,  farthermore,  of  the  officers  and  agents  | 
I  Oder  whose  command  the  same  were  destroyed, ! 
ost,  or  consumed^  specifying  the  value  of  the  arti-  \ 
lies  so  taken  or  impressed,  and  destroyed,  lost,  or 
ronsttmed,  and  if  any  payment  has  been  made  for 
the  use  of  the  same,  and  the  amount  of  such  pay- 
ment, [must  be  furnished ;]  and,  if  no  payment  has 
>een  made,  the  certificate  must  state  that  none  has 
>een  made. 

Before  any  other  eridence  will  be  received,  the 
claimant  must  name  the  person  taking  or  impress- 
ng  such  property,  and  show  that  it  is  impractica- 
ble to  procure  that  which  is  above  sptcifitd;  and, 
*urther  that  the  evidence  which  he  offers  in  lieu 
:hereof  is  the  best  which  he  is  able  to  obtain. 

Under  this  provision,  no  claim  can  be  admitted 
for  any  article  which  has  not  been  taken  by  the 
>rders  of  the  commandant  of  the  corps  for  whose 
ise  it  may  be  stated  to  have  been  taken.  For  any 
aking  not  so  authorized,  the  party's  redress  is 
igainst  the  person  committing  it. 

Sixth  (and  last)  dau  of  eaete. 

*^  When  any  person,  during  the  late  war,  has 
lastained  damase  by  the  destruction  of  his  boose 
yr  building  by  the  enemy,  while  the  same  was  oc- 
cupied as  a  military  deposite  under  the  authority 
af  an  officer  or  agent  of  the  United  States,  he 
shall  be  allowed  or  paid  the  amount  of  such  dam- 
ige,  provided  it  shall  appear  that  such  occupation 
Rvas  the  cause  of  its  destruction." 

In  this  case  the  certificate  of  the  officer  or  agent 
3f  the  United  States,  under  whose  authority  any 
such  house  or  building  was  occupied,  must  be  fur- 
lished.  Before  any  other  evidence  as  to  this  fact 
mU.  be  received,  the  claimant  must  name  the  jier- 
»n  under  whose  authority  such  house  or  building 
B^as  occupied,  and  show  that  it  b  impracticable  to 
jrocure  such  certificate,  and  that  the  evidence 
vhich  he  shall  offer  in  lieu  thereof  is  the  best  which 
le  is  able  to  obtain. 

Furthermore,  in  all  cases  submitted  to  this  office, 
•very  claim  must  be  accompanied  by  a  statement,  on 
ysLihy  by  every  claimant,  oi  all  sums  which  he  may 
lave  received  on  account  of  such  claim,  from  any 
>f&ceT,  agjent,  or  department  of  the  Government 
)f  the  United  States;  and  where  he  has  received 
I o thing,  that  fact  must  also  be  stated  on  oath 
>y  him. 

It  will  be  particularly  noted  by  claimants  that 
he  preceding  rules  of  evidence  generally  and  more 
•specially  apply  to  claims  which  shall  not  exceed 
n  amount  two  hundred  dollars;  and  that  in  all 
•ases  in  which  the  claims  in  amount  shall  exceed 
w^o  hundred  dollars,  a  special  commissioner  will 
le  emplojfed  to  lake  testimony,  but  in  these  cases, 
Ls  far  as  it  shall  be  practicable,  the  same  rules  of 
evidence  will  be  observed. 

In  all  casfs  in  which  the  officers  or  agents  of 
he  United  States  shall  have  taken  or  impressed 
property  for  the  military  service  of  the  United 
Itates.  which  property  so  taken  or  impressed  shall 
ave  been  paid  for  by  them  oot  of  their  private 


funds,  or  the  value  thereof  recovered  from  them  in 
due  course  of  law,  such  officers  or  agents  are  enti- 
tled to  the  same  remuneration  to  which  the  origi- 
nal owners  of  such  property  Would  be  entitled  if 
such  pavment  or  recovery  had  not  been  made,  and 
can  strttie  tbeir  claims  at  this  office,  producing  au- 
thentic vouchers  for  such  payment  or  recovery. 
Nor  will  any  original  claimants  be  paid  through 
this  office,  till  they  release  all  claims  against  such 
officers  or  agents  of  the  United  States  on  account 
of  such  taking  or  impressment. 

In  every  case  no  claim  will  be  paid  bat  to  the 
person  originally  entitled  to  receive  the  same,  or, 
m  case  of  his  death,  to  bis  legal  representative,  or, 
in  either  event,  attorney  duly  appointed.  When 
attorneys  shall  oe  employed,  it  is  recommended  to 
the  parties  interested  to  have  their  powers  executed 
in  due  form. 

All  evidence  offered  must  be  sworn  to  (except 
the  certificates  of  officers  who,  at  the  time  of  giv- 
ing them,  shall  be  in  the  military  service  of  the 
United  States)  before  some  judge  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  the  States  or  Territories  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  or  mayor  or  chief  magistrate  of  any 
city«  town,  or  borough  within  the  same,  notary 
puolicy  or  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  any  State  or 
Territory  of  the  United  Slates,  duly  authorized  to 
administer  oaths,  of  which  authority  proof  must 
be  furnished,  either  by  a  certificate  under  the  seal 
of  any  State  or  Territory,  or  the  clerk  or  protbon- 
otary  of  any  court  within  the  same.  But  the  seal 
of  any  city,  town,  or  borough,  or  the  attestation  of 
any  judge  of  the  United  States,  will  require  no 
further  authentication. 

By  the  law  of  the  3d  of  March,  1817,  the  va- 
rious articles  described  in  the  third  class  of  cases 
are  to  be  paid  for,  not  only  on  the  contingency  of 
their  being  **  taken  and  destroyed"  by  the  enemy, 
and,  in  the  case  of  horses^  mules,  and  oxen,  on  the 
contingency  of  their  dyinff  **in  consequence  of 
failure  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  furnish 
sufficient  forage."  but  whenever  the  loss  shall  hap- 
pen from  any  otner  cause  while  the  property  was 
in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States,  *'with- 
out  any  fault  or  negligence  on  the  part  of  the 
owner,"  except  in  cases  where  the  risk  to  which 
the  property  would  be  exposed  was  agreed  to  be 
incurred  bv  the  owner. 

By  the  nrst  section  of  the  last-mentioned  law^it 
is  also  provided  that  the  ninth  section  of  the  first- 
mentioned  act,  of  the  9th  of  April,  1816.  compre- 
hending the  sixth  class  of  cases,  "  shall  be  con- 
strued to  extend  only  to  houses  or  other  buildings 
occupied  by  the  order  of  an  officer  or  agent  of  the 
United  States  as  a  place  of  deposite  for  military 
or  naval  stores,  or  as  barracks  for  the  military 
forces  of  the  United  States."  In  all  the  cases 
arisiojg;  under  the  ninth  section,  thus  modified  and 
explained,  the  facts  established  by  the  evidence  in 
each  case  are  to  be  reported  **  to  Congress  as  soon 
as  may  be,  that  such  provision  may  be  made  for 
the  relief  the  respective  claimants  as  shall  be 
deemed  just  and  proper." 

It  is  earnestly  recommended  to  claimants  of 
every  description  to  conform  strictly  to  the  direc- 
tions contained  in  this  paper.    In  all  cases  com. 
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yrehende^  in  (be  fifth  class  of  cases  especially,  the 
tostioAony  of  the  officer  impressing  or  taking  the 
property  canoot  be  dispensed  with,  unless  it  be 
proved  to  be  impFacticable  to  obtain  it.  In  every 
case  he  must  be  named.  It  is  also  recommended 
to  claimants  to  estimate  their  damages,  at  the  most 
reasonable  valuation,  as  extravagant  valuations 
create  distrust,  and  in  such  instances,  will  compel 
the  commissioner  to  resort  to  further  investigation, 
and  consequently  will  induce  delay. 

All  persons  who  have  business  with  this  office 
are  requested  to  address  their  letters  to  the  sub- 
scriber as  commissioner,  which  will  be  transmit- 
ied  free  of  postage. 

RICHARD  BLAND  LEE, 

CraMMWfOficr  of  CUUiMf^e, 


Department  of  War,  April  23, 1917. 
Sir  :  Your  eommunicat  joos  of  the  31st  of  March 
ttnd  of  the  19th  instant  having  been  submitted  to 
Che  President,  I  am  instructed  to  inform  you  that 
the  decision  of  the  .Attorney  General  in  the  case 
of  Jos^h  Anderson,  <whieh  excludes  '^  bouses  and 
buildings'*  from  the  operation  of  the  fifth  section 
of  the  ^^  act  to  authorize  the  payment  for  property 
lost,  cftpiured,  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy  while  in 
the  military  service  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
-other  purposes,"  and  which  limits  the  terms  used 
in  that  section  to  personal  or  moveable  property 
as  distinct  from  real  estate,  is  not  considered  as 
«stending  to  growing  crops  of  grain,  grass,  vege- 
tables, or  growing  timber,  which  may  have  been 
taken  by  public  authority  for  the  use  or  tiuhsist- 
ence  of  the  army — the  act  of  taking  in  such  cases 
implying  a  severance  from  the  ground,  and  a  eon- 
sequent  change  in  the  nature  ofthe  property.  The 
mere  occupation  of  private  buildings  by  troops  for 
|em]K>rary  accommodation,  on  a  march  for  exam- 
ple, is  not  thought  by  the  President  to  be  such  an 
occupation  as  would  bring  them  within  the  mean- 
ing of  the  terms  used  in  the  first  section  of  the 
amendatory  act  passed  the  3d  of  March  last,  as  a 
eoniinued  possession  for  some  time  would  do ;  but 
as  '<he  cases  arising  under  that  section  are  all  to 
be  submitted  to  Congress,  and  not  to  this  Depart- 
ment, for  final  i^ecision,  the  President  sees  no  ob- 
jection to  your  acting  on  the  construction  which 
you  have  given  to  the  words  **as  barrack"  used  in 
that  section,  because,  Cengresa  being  in  posseision 
of  the  fiicts,  each  pmrtijeular  case  will  diet^rmiiie 
bow  far  the  temporary  occupation  -of  a  building 
may  mak«  it  a  barratk.     I  have  the  honor^  <dbe., 

OB(»GE  GRAHAM. 


That  the  bill  is  intended  to  provide  paymirxii&r 
property  said  to  have  been  destroyed  in  the  aetgh- 
borbood  of  Mew  Orleans  during  the  invasion  bf 
the  enemy  in  1814-.I819,  and  while  in  the  occo* 
pai^cy  of  the  troops  of  the  United  States. 

In  support  of  the  claim  is  the  affidavit  of  Rich- 
ard Relf,  Benjamin  Morgan,  and  Peter  Fouciier, 
who  slate  that,  "^  after  the  retreat  of  the  enem^, 
they  were  appointed  by  the  quartermaster  general, 
under  an  order  from  General  Jackson,  to  a«cerzain 
the  nature  and  amount  of  the  daoMges  caused  to 
several  persons ;"  that  *^  they  repaired  to  the  coun- 
try seat  of  Francis  B.  Longvitle,  where,  after  a 
careful  and  minute  examination  of  the  preiaiscs, 
they  have  found  and  estimated  the  damage  done 
to  bis  real  estate  as  follows : 
Damages  done  to  thedwelliag-hoase,  oc- 
cupied as  quarters  by  Geoecai  CacrolL^||£X)  00 
Damages  to  the  store-bouse  -  -  -  25  00 
The  following  buiidipgs.  entirely  de- 
stroyed : 
Aeom-hottse  .  -  -  .  .  30O4X) 
An  out-house  27  by  ^  feet  -  -  >  300  00 
A  kitchen  and  snudl  house  adjoiniBg  -  150  00 
A  bake-house  -  -  -  -  -  3S0  CK) 
A  stable  ....  .  -5000 
15  aor^B  of /ytanding  fence  -  .  -  335  00 
32  aci»app¥t;#Bd-ml  f?ace    -        -        -    390  00 


Total 


1(2250  00 


L08d68  SUSTAINED  DURING  THE  INVA- 
SION OF  LOUISIANA  BY  THE  BRITISH 
IN  1814-1816. 

[CommaDicated  to  the  House,  March  SS,  1820.] 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Comnuttee  of  Glaima,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bill  ixom  the  Senate  entitled  *'An  act  for  thefelief 
<of  Francis.B.  LongyjiUe,"4iepofM: 


General  Carroll,  in  a  letter  to  €reiieral  Jackson, 
of  the  4ih  of  Marcb,  1815,  i^ays : 

^'  The  owner  of  the  plantation  and  house  occu- 
pied by  meai<  quarters  during  our  »tay  at  the  camp 
below  New  Orleans  has  called  upon  me  to  cerufy 
the  damages  he  sut^tained.  i  hare  bareJy  tore- 
mark,  that  a  fine  garden,  his  out-buus«s,  or  a  part 
of  them,  and  all  his  feiicfs  were  coDif^rtely  de- 
stroyed ;  his  dwiiling-house  was  much  injured  by 
seven  or  eight  18-pouud  balls  passing  through  it." 

There  is  00  doubt  but  the  injury  svsuioed  by 
the  claimant  has  been  very  coasiderable,  aod^  if 
entitled  to  relief,  it  may  reasonably  be  doubted 
whether  it  is  practicable  to  obtain  more  correct 
da^  from  which  to  ascertain  the  amount  than 
.  those  which  he  has  furnished. 

Thiji  b^iogone  of  a  la^e  class  of  cases,  and  of 
great  apparent  hacdship«aiid  which^in  ika  •puakm 
,q(  the  oummittee,  do  not  coaie  Jwitbin  atiy  rule 
settled  hy  Congress  which .  would  authorize  an 
allowance ;  and  the  other  branch  of  the  lye^^- 
-jture  h^yip^!Qome  to  a  decision  in  which;  the  com- 
miUee-hafe  not  felt  it  their  duty  to  concur,  they 
Mve, deemed  it  proper  to  present  to  the  Uaase 
^somewhat  in  detail  the  views  which  they  hate 
taken  of  the: question,  and  to  which  they  have  been 
led  by  the  nature  of  their  inquiries,  conxiected  with 
the  events  of  the  late  war. 

During  the  prosicutioo  of  that  war^  losses  have 
been  sustained  bj  the  citizens,  of  ail  the  variety  of 
character,  and  from  as  various  catiaes  and  isc^ 
dents  as  the  most  fruitful  imagination  could  s^^- 
gest ;  and)  as  they  could  .be  traced  directly  or  iadi- 
rectly  to  the  events  of  a  war  declared  aodprose- 
^tfd  k^yjiiejG|overAffleQt,,aa  qpmioo  afcma  to 
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have  been  entertained  that  payment  may  right- 
fully be  demanded  from  the  Treasury  to  tneir  full 
amount,  whatever  be  their  description,  or  from 
^nrhatever  cause  produced. 

That  war  having  been  the  first  which  has  occur- 
red under  the  present  GrOTernroeut,  the  effects  of 
-which  have  been  felt  to  a  very  considerable  extent, 
there  is  no  Hettied  rule  of  ihe  country  that  can  be 
referred  to  as  a  guide  in  adjusting  the  claims  to 
ipv'hich  it  has  eiven  rise;  and,  consequently,  the 
rule  w^hich  shall  be  applied  to  those  claims  will  be 
regarded  as  the  law  ol  the  country  applicable  to 
like  cases  in  all  foture  wars,  and  from  which  the 
Government  cannot  depart,  to  the  prejudice  of 
clainutBt^,  without  fumi^hing  just  cau»e  of  com- 
plaint ;  for  nothing  can  be  more  reasonable  than 
ffakat  he'Vho  should  have  XK)ntributed  to  the  relief 
of  his  neighbor  abould,  iq  his  turn,  be  relieved. 
And  hvnce  the  necessity  that,  in  deciding  upon  the 
claiois  incidentta^^ieJate  war,  ^reat care  be  taken 
that,  mrhile  remuneration  for  individual  losses  shall 


those  who  pay  them ;  so  that,  after  the  Boost  of 
which  the  Government  is  capable  shall  have  been 
done,  but  little  advance  will  be  made  towards  an 
equality  in  the  public  burdens  of  thb  character. 

Losses  and  sufferings  resulting  accidentally  from 
a  state  of  war  will,  at  a  given  period,  fall  heavier 
upon  one  section  of  the  country  than  another,  and 
always  unequally  upon  the  citizens  of  any.  But 
it  may  fairly  be  presumed  that  different  large  dis- 
tricts, taking  a  series  of  years  together,  will  be  sub- 
jected to  nearly  the  same  suffering ;  and  it  is  be- 
lieved it  wonla  be  much  better  to  leave  it  to  the 
citizens  to  equalise  their  burdens  among  themselTes, 
as  their  sense  of  propriety  shall  dictate,  than  for 
the  Government  to  encourage  them  to  look  to  the 
Treaeury  for  relief,  and  thus  subject  the  country 
to  the  unavoidable  loss  of  time  resulting  from  suen 
a  nolicy,  with  which  th««  will  always  &e  associated 
a  lamentable  source  of  speculation  and  fraud. 

If  the  views  which  the:  committee  have  taMn 
of  the  subject  be  correct,  it.undeniably  follows  that 


be  awarded  to  the  full  extent  which  a  regard  to  |  the  greater  the  extent  to  which  the  €h>TenimeBt 
the  best  interests  of  the  country  will  justify,  those  i  shall  endeavor  to  equalize  the  burdens  of  the  peo- 


interests  shall  not  be  csarqtially  impaired  by  a  de- 
sire to  relieve  if opQs partial  suffering. 

It  uf  believed  that  the  interests  of  the  peoj^e  col- 
lectively would-be  best  promoted  should  the  Gov- 
eminent  limit  ita  demands  upon  them  to  the  sums 


pie  reealtiafi^  ineidentall3r  from  a  state  of  war,  the 
more  will  the  nation  be  ioBporerished  ;  and  hence 
it  is  believed  that. the  permanent  interest  of  the 
country  will  be  best  promoted  by  a  policy  which 
shall  confine  the  allowances  of  Government  witbin 


necessary  to  meet  the  oarrent  expenses,  provide  for  >  narrow,  known,  and  well-de<ined  limits, 
the  common  defence,  and  advance  such  other  great ;  The  sudden  invasion  by  ^e  enemy  at  an  unjex- 
national  objects  aa are. within  its  proper  sphere  of  |  peoted  point  near  New  Orleans  produced  a  retreat 
jurisdiction,  and  leave  it  to  them  to  exercise  their  I  of  the  inhabitants,  and  the  concentration  of  ala^ge 
OTvn  discretion  .in  self  cti^g  their  situations  and  :  military  force,  raosdy  militia,  equally  sudden,  apd 
employments,  without  the  tiope  of  deriving  any  without  any  previous  preparation  ;  and  hence  re- 
thin|;  from  the  Treat^ury,  except  a  just  reward  for  |  suited  a  general  prostration  of  private  property  in 
services  rendered,  and  a  fair  equivalent  for  their  i  the  neighborhood,  partly  by  the  American  troops, 
property  dir^^ctly  applied  to  public  purposes.  I  and  partly  by  the  enemy,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt 

In  the  same  proportion  as  the  citizens  are  taocht  |  but  much  of  it  was  an  unnecessary,  useless  waste, 
to  look  to  the  Trea^iury  for  support,  they  will  relax  ^  resulting  not  from  the  will  of  the  Government  or 
in  their  exertions  to  acquire  it  by  prudent  c«re  and  \  its  agents,  but  from  a  state  of  things  over  which 
industry ;  and,  should  it  become  the  settled  policy  r  they  bad  no  control. 

of  the  Government  to  remunerate  for  .losses  merely  I  It  is  believed  by  the  committee  that  a  rule  which 
incident  to  a  state  of  wHr„  it.  would  ofierate/as  an  |  would  authorize  an  allowuice  in  this  case  would 
iaducament  to  the  citizeoa.to,  seek  lot  a  ready  [  pradnce  to  the  country  much  more  of .  avik  than 
market  and  a  high  price  for.  jMieiritfiCtots  in  tosaes  |  benefit;  and,  as  the  testimony  doea  not  eatisfac- 
of:  tliat  devcf'n  tion,  rather  than. afford  to  thfim  the  I.  toriiy  ahow  that  the  ptopcrty  for  which  the-  peti- 
hta^t  piotBction  in  their  ^wtr }:  apdi  bavingseouffitd  I  turner  prays  to  be  oompeimUM  was  taken  and  used 
muah  a  aiarket,abigh  oriceiwould  /oUawoicoMra^*-*  lor  the  puUic  service,  they  xecommend. that  the  bill 
a  cirourasiance  whicD  the  Guvff«p«ient  htviog rue*  |  he  indennitely  postponed. 
^acsEi^axily  to  decide  upon, .'4iXifVfU,^mitimQnY  mn 
McweT.gmrd  agaiast.  .H^oce  ^1 4:1' btiUavad  4ha^  ii( 
iprould .  not  be  expedient;  tto  rerauatvate^  for .  lfime$ 
*wbMb 'Shall  have  been  iuojdenMj, faod^rmalim) 
ibom  ^fiuses.4>rar «rhiohithe, Qm^ntaient  .baa  no 
sQoutfoL 

Were  it.practioable  for.-Go«enMnfnt,.tbfeMh 
tihe  ■  operations  of  the  Trf>asu;y^  to  •equalize  <  ihi 
jhuxdons  of  the  people  arising  from  aismr|Le;of  war, 
or  other  national  calami  ty,  much  oaightbe  said  in 
its  favor ;  but  such  a  result  cau  never  beeff-eted. 
la  the  6r9i  plac(%  huuian.  wisdom. is  ttotally  incom- 
petent to  the  adoption  of  any  dbn»  by  whiah  the 


ST ATI9TICAL    A<!H30UNT8  OF  OOMMBROE 
AND  NAVIGATION. 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  December. 20,  1819.] 

Mr.  BirMFosA  inade  the  Mlawing  sefxirc  r 
The  CoBwnittee.of  Commerce  and .ManltftM:- 
rtUTCshaveeoosidered  the  official  alateoMnts  which 
have.been  hitherto  made  of  the  commercetof  the 
United  States  with  foreijrn  countries,  and  the  pro- 
true  amount  of  such  loiww  could  be  aseertained;  Vtaioqa  which  ftr©  requisite  for  obtaining  copplete 
HDci,  secondly,  the  ta seat  on  which  thesGv^ernment  anda^ecurate  statistji^al  accounts  of  the  ^^^^P 
must  rely  to  furnish  iiseJf  with  the  means  (osaM^fy  «afs«nerce  of  the  Untied  States^  and  they  sub«ut 
the  daiais  can  never  he  t^de  toT^Ul^auaUy  upon  Kto  the  Senate  the  ioUAwing  report  3 
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StaHitioal  AeeounU  pf  Commeree  amd  HeurigtHim, 


The  exports  and  mportsof  the  United  StaUs  ?iaix  been  staUd  to  amou/nt^  in  valne^  to  the  foUowiaff  9tt^ 

following  yean  : 


Yean. 


From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 


August 
October 
October 
October 
October 
October 
October 


October  1 
October  1 
October  1 
October  1 
October  1 
October  1 
October  1 
October  1 
October  1 
October  1 
October  1 
October  1 
October  1 
October  1 
October  1 
October  1 
October  1 
October  1 
October  1 
October  1 
October  1 
October  1 


1789,  to 

1790,  to 

1791,  to 

1792,  to 

1793,  to 

1794,  to 

1795,  to 

1796,  to 

1797,  to 

1798,  to 

1799,  to 

1800,  to 

1801,  to 

1802,  to 

1803,  to 

1804,  to 

1805,  to 

1806,  to 

1807,  to 

1808,  to 

1809,  to 

1810,  to 

1811,  to 
1Q12,  to 

1813,  to 

1814,  to 

1815,  to 

1816,  to 

1817,  to 


September  30, 
September  30, 
September  30, 
September  30, 
September  30, 
September  30, 
September  30, 
September  30, 
September  30, 
September  30, 
September  3Q, 
September  30, 
September  30, 
September  30, 
September  30, 
September  30, 
September  30, 
September  30, 
September  30, 
September  30, 
September  30, 
September  30, 
September  30, 
September  30, 
September  30, 
September  30, 
September  30, 
September  30, 
September  30, 


1790 
1791 
1792 
1793 
1794 
1795 
1796 
1797 
1798 
1799 
1800 
1801 
1802 
1803 
1804 
1805 
1806 
1807 
1808 
1809 
1810 
1811 
1812 
1813 
1814 
1815 
1816 
1817 
1818 


Total  ▼aloe  of 
ezporttf. 


920,415967 
19,012,041 
20,753096 
26^109^72 
33,026  233 
47,989,472 
67,064,097 
56,850,206 
61,527.097 
78,665,522 
70,971,780 
94,1 15,925 
72,483,160 
55,800,033 
77,699,074 
95,566,021 
101,536.963 
108,343,150 
22,430,960 
52203,233 
66,757,970 
61,316,833 
38^,236 
27,855,997 
6.927,441 
52^7,753 
81,920,452 
87,671,569 
93;281,133 


Toulvaliieof 
tmpofU. 


(69,756256 
81,436A64 
75379,406 
68^51,100 
79,069,148 
9i;352,76B 

111,363,511 


The  exports  are  here  fftven  according  to  the 
official  statements  of  the  Treasury.  The  imports 
here  stated  for  certain  years  are  ffiyen  according 
to  unofficial  estimates  of  their  7aTae. 

The  exports  and  imports  of  the  United  States 
for  each  year  since  the  commencement  of  the  pres- 
ent Qovernment,  in  1789,  have  been  stated  by  the 
Treasury.  The  official  statements  are  annually 
communicated  to  Congress,  and  are  laid  befofe 
the  public.  These  statements  set  forth  various 
matters  concerning  the  exports  and  imports  as 
facts.  They  have  been  accordingly  regarded  as 
the  authentic  source  from  which  accurate  infor- 
mation concerning  our  exports  and  imports  may 
be  derived,  and  as  an  official  exposition  of  the 
state  of  our  commerce  with  foreign  countries. 
Every  part  of  the  statements  bears  the  same  stamp 
of  authority,  all  parts  of  them  are  e(jually  official, 
and  all  are  given  as  equally  authentic. 

Are  these  statements  accurate  in  the  points 
which  they  represent  as  facts;  and  do  they  exhibit 
all  the  factH  which  should  appear  in  statistical 
accounts  of  the  foreign  commerce  of  the  United 
States? 

All  the  matters  set  forth  in  the  statements  of 
exports  and  imports  are  furnished  to  the  Treasury 
by  the  collectors  of  the  customs.  The  materials 
reoeived  from  the  eoUectoxs  are,  at  the  Treasury, 


compiled  into  the  statements  which  are  anaoally 
laid  before  Congress  and  published.  The  state- 
ments of  exports  and  those  of  imports  are  rendered 
distinctly  from  each  other. 

The  master  of  everv  vessel  bound  to  a  fomsn 
place  is  required  to  deliver  to  the  coUedor  of  me 
port  from  which  the  vessel  is  afboot  Co  depart  a 
manifest  of  all  the  cargo  on  board  of  the  vessel,  to 
state  the  value  of  the  cargo  and  the  destination  of 
the  vessel,  and  to  verify  the  manifest  and  state- 
meats  by  his  own  oath.  The  eotteclor  thus  ob- 
tains an  account  of  the  cai^go,  the  kinds,  quanti- 
ties, and  values  of  the  articles  of  which  it  eonstst& 
and  the  destination  of  the  vessel.  The  kinds  and 
quantities  of  the  exports  are  stated  by  the  collect- 
ors, in  most  cases,  as  they  are  reoeived  from  tfte 
masters  of  vessels ;  and  by  the  Treasury,  in  all 
cases,  as  they  are  received  from  the  c^lecton. 
Those  values  are,  in  some  cases,  the  sums  foi^ 
nished  by  the  masters  of  vessels;  but,  in  moti 
cases,  they  are  valuations  made  by  the  collects? 
themselves. 

The  quantities  of  the  exports  are  furnished  hf 
the  master  of  the  vessel  j  and  they  are  Bometiiofs 
given  with  considerable  maccuracy,  either  bteaose 
the  quantities  are  not  aecoratelv  known  bf  the 
master,  or  from  want  of  care,  tint  as  there  is,  in 
general,  no  motive  to  misrepresent  these  faetS)  svicb 
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rrors  may  be  on  the  side  either  of  excess  or  defi- 
iency ;  and  they  may  not  much  vary  the  total 
uantities  stated.  Where  the  articles,  are  foreign 
products  which  are  exported  with  drawback  of 
utiesy  the  exporter  himself  enters  them  for  expor- 
atioD.  But  this  entry  does  not  state  the  quan ti- 
kes of  articles  which  pay  ad  valorem  duties  as  im- 
K>Tts.  Where  the  articles  pay  specific  duties  as 
mports,  their  quantities  are  ascertained  with  en- 
ire  accuracy  by  the  entr]r  of  the  exporter,  and  by 
eference  to  the  importation.  In  all  cases,  except 
hose  of  articles  of  foreign  origin  which  are  exported 
vith  drawback  of  duties,  the  quantities  of  tne  ex- 
K>Tts,  as  they  are  stated  by  the  Treasury,  are  de- 
lved solely  from  the  masters  of  vessels. 

^Yhere  the  exports  are  products  of  the  United 
States,  the  species  and  quantities  of  the  several 
irticles  are  given  in  the  statements;  where  the 
xpcrts  are  products  of  other  countries  which  paid 
pecific  duties  upon  importation,  their  kinds  and 
quantities  are  stated. 

Where  the  exports  consist  of  merchandise  of 
oreign  production  which  paid  ad  valorem  duties 
ipon  importation,  no  specification  of  the  kinds, 
quantities,  or  values  of  particular  articles  is  given 
n  the  returns  of  the  collectors  or  in  the  statements 
>f  the  Treasury.  These  articles  are  arranged  un- 
ler  diflferent  heads^  according  to  the  rates  of  duty 
vhich  they  respectively  paid  as  imports.  All  arti- 
cles which  pay  the  same  rate  of  duty  are  placed 
Q  one  class ;  and  the  total  value  of  ail  the  arti- 
cles composing  each  class  is  given ;  bu(  the  kind, 
(uantity,  or  value  of  any  particular  article  is  not 
:tated. 

Our  exports  of  articles  of  foreign  production 
lave,  generally,  been  nreat.  In  the  three  years 
ireceding  the  1st  of  October.  1799.  and  in  the 
hree  years  preceding  the  1st  oi  Octolier,  1807.  the 
xports  of  articles  oflbreign  production  consiaera- 
)ly  exceeded  the  exports  of  our  domestic  products. 
n  other  years,  the  exports  of  foreign  merchandise 
lave  been  more  than  one-third,  and,  in  others, 
nore  than  one-fourth  of  all  our  exports.  At  pres* 
tnt,  the  exports  of  foreign  merchandise  are  more 
han  one-fourth  of  the  whole  exports.  Of  these 
exports  of  foreign  merchandise,  about  one-third 
las  generally  consisted  of  articles  which  paid  ad 
ralorem  duties  as  .imports,  have  amounted,  upon 
m  average  of  the  last  twenty-three  years,  to  more 
ban  nine  millions  of  dollars  for  eacn  year.  From 
be  present  statements  we  know  not  what  these 
\xpoTts  paying  ad  valorem  duties  as  imports  really 
ire«  The  exports  of  this  particular  class  are  im- 
K>rtant,  not  only  from  their  amount,  but  also  as 
ncluding  those  foreign  manufactures  which  enter 
bto  competition  with  our  own  manufactures  in  our 
»wn  markets.  It  will  be  useful  that  we  should 
jiow  the  kinds,  quantities,  and  values  of  the  prin- 
ipal  articles  o/  these  exports  with  more  distmct- 
less  than  at  present  appears ;  and  it  will  not  be 
iifiicult  to  select  from  tnese  exports  those  of  the 
»riDcipal  kinds,  which  are  considerable  in  amount, 
nd  to  state  such  parts  of  them  separately,  by  their 
inds.  quantities,  and  values. 

Wnere  the  exports  consist  of  foreign  goods 

vhich  were  free  uom  duty  as  imports^  the  total 
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value  of  all  these  exports  is  stated  in  one  sun^ 
without  a  specification  of  the  kind,  quantity,  or 
value  of  any  particular  article.  The  exports  (k 
some  of  these  articles  are  considerable,  and  the 
kinds  of  the  articles  are  not  numerous.  It  will  be 
easy  to  state  either  the  whole  of  these  exports,  or 
those  of  them  which  are  of  considerable  amount, 
by  the  kinds,  quantities,  and  values  of  particular 
articles* 

In  determining  the  values  of  the  exports,  the 
collectors  reject  the  valuation  furnished  by  the 
master  of  the  vessel  whenever  tfiey  think  proper 
to  do  so,  and  make  their  own  valuation,  whicn 
they  return  to  the  Treasury.  There  is  some  diver- 
sity in  the  practice  of  different  collectors  in  respect 
to  the  cases  in  which  they  substitute  their  own 
valuation  for  that  of  the  master,  and  also  in  re- 
spect to  the  principles  upon  which  the  valuations 
of  the  collectors  are  made.  The  course  pursued  at 
some  of  the  principal  ports  will  be  stated,  and 
will  show,  in  general,  the  methods  by  which  the 
exports  have  been  valued. 

Where  the  exports  are  products  of  the  United 
States,  or  products  of  foreign  countries  which  pay 
specific  duties  upon  importation,  the  valuation  is 
generally  made  oy  the  collector  in  the  following 
manner :  The  vaJuation  furnished  by  the  master 
of  the  vessel  is  entirely  disregarded.  The  current 
prices  of  each  article  at  the  port  of  exportation, 
during  the  whole  quarter  of  the  year  in  wiiich  the 
goods  are  exported,  a^e  collected  from  such  inforr 
mation  as  the  collector  mtiy  possess  or  procure: 
and  from  all  the  different  prices  a  mean  value  of 
the  article  is  deduced,  which  is  the  same  through 
the  whole  quarter.  The  average  value  of  each 
article  thus  derived  from  the  several  market  prices 
of  the  quarter,  is  the  value  assigned  to  the  article 
by  the  collector  during  that  quarter. 

Where  the  exports  are  articles  oQ  foreign  origin 
which  pay  ad  valorem  duties  as  imports,  and  are 
afterwards  exported  with  drawback  of  duties,  the 
value  assigned  to  them  as  exports  is  the  foreign 
cost  of  the  articles,  with  an  addition  to  that  cost 
of  twenty  per  centum  if  the  goods  came  from  be- 
yond the  dape  of  Good  Hope,  and  ten  per  centum 
if  they  came  from  any  other  place.  This  is  the 
manner  of  valuing  these  exports  at  some  of  the 
principal  ports.  At  some  other  ports,  it  appear^ 
that  tne  valuation  of  these  exports  furnished  by 
the  master  of  the  vessel  is  received,  and  returned 
to  the  Treasury  without  alteration. 

Where  the  exports  are  articles  of  foreign  ocigin 
which  were  free  from  duty  upon  importation,  or 
were  subject  to  ad  valorem  diities  as  imports,  and 
are  subsequently  exported  without  drawback  of 
duties,  the  valuation  given  by  the  master  of  the 
vessel  is  generally  adopted  by  the  collector,  and 
returned  to  the  Treasury. 

Thus,  the  valuations  of  the  exports  which  ap« 
pear  in  the  statements  of  the  Treasury  are  mad^ 
partly  and  principally  by  the  collectors,  and  partly 
oy  the  masters  of  vessels. 

The  principle  established  for  the  valuation .  of 
the  exports  by  the  ninety-third  section  of  the  act 
of  March  2,  1799,  is,  that  each  article  shall  be 
stated  according  to  its  actual  value  at  the  port  and 
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time  of  exportation.  As  the  cargo  is  generally 
purchased  at  the  port  of  exportation,  and  its  value 
there  may  alivays  be  known,  it  seems  to  have  been 
supposed  that  the  true  cost  or  actual  value  of  the 
cargo  would  be  always  known  to  the  master  of 
the  vessel,  and  that  ne  would  state  the  cost  or 
value  accurately  to  the  collector.  Hence,  the  only 
provision  of  law  for  obtaining  valuations  of  the 
exports  is  that  which  requires  a  statement  of  the 
value  of  the  cargo  from  the  master  of  the  vessel. 
But  it  is  found  ki  practice  that  the  statements  of 
values  by  the  master  are  generally  loose  and  un- 
certain, and  often  very  incorrect.  As  the  master 
is  seldom  the  owner  of  the  cargo,  he  is  in  general 
ignorant  of  the  price  paid  for  it,  or  its  real  value. 
The  owner  of  the  cargo,  or  the  agent  who  pur- 
chases it,  is  not  required  to  furnish  any  account  of 
it,  or  to  make  any  statement  of  its  value.  The 
master  alone  is  required  to  state  the  value.  He 
therefore  states  the  value  by  conjecture,  or  accord- 
ing to  such  information  as  he  may  receive  from 
the  shipper ;  and  the  shij)p€r  is  at  liberty  to  give 
any  information,  or  no  information,  upon  that 
pomt.  The  oath,  which  is  the  only  security  for  a 
true  statement  of  the  value,  is  required  from  the 
master,  and  not  from  the  owner  or  exporter  of  the 
articles  valued. 

The  collectors,  in  most  cases,  reject  the  valua- 
tions of  the  master,  and  make  their  own  valua- 
tions. This  practice,  though  a  deviation  from 
law,  has  probably  tended  to  furnish  valuations 
more  correct  than  those  of  the  masters  of  vessels, 
in  all  the  cases  in  which  the  collectors  have 
founded  their  valuations  upon  real  market  prices. 
But  in  the  case  of  exports  of  goods  of  foreign  ori- 
gin, where  the  collector  states  the  value  of  the 
exports  at  the  foreign  cost  of  the  articles,  with  ad- 
ditions of  ten  and  twentv  per  centum,  a  strangle 
anomaly  takes  place.  The  collector  rejects  the 
master's  valuation,  not  in  order  to  adopt  the  mar- 
ket value  of  the  articles,  but  in  order  to  substitute 
a  prior  foreign  price  of  the  articles,  with  uniform 
additions  of  ten  and  twenty  per  centum.  This 
mode  of  valuation  is  entirely  artificial.  It  must, 
in  general,  represent  these  exports  as  worth  con- 
siderably less  than  their  real  value  here,  since  they 
are,  in  general,  worth  much  more  in  our  markets 
than  the  foreign  cost,  with  the  additions  of  ten 
and  twenty  per  centum.  The  master's  valuation, 
erroneous  as  it  oAen  is,  would  give  the  value  of 
the:«  exports  more  accurately  than  such  valuations 
of  the  collector. 

There  are  sufficient  reasons  to  believe  that  the 
g[eneral  tendency  of  the  present  methods  of  valua- 
tion has  been,  in  some  oegree,  to  overrate  the  ex- 
ports, and  to  state  them  somewhat  higher  than 
their  real  values  at  the  ports  of  exportation.  The 
deg^ree  of  this  exaggeration  cannot  be  determined. 
It  is,  however,  believed  to  be  not  very  considera- 
ble. With  some  abatement  for  this  excess,  the 
▼aluations  of  the  exports  may  be  considered  as 
nearly  correct. 

The  statements  of  exports  appear  to  show  the 
foreign  countries  to  which  the  exports  are  ^ent. 
the  several  countries  are  »pecifi'*d,  and  the  amount 
exported  to  each  is  stated.    This  part  of  the  state- 


ments is  generally  regarded  as  showiag  the  re- 
spective amounts  of  our  exports  received  by  dife- 
ent  foreign'coun tries.  But  the  statement:*  do  not 
show,  with  certainty,  the  amounts  of  our  exports 
received  by  particular  countries;  they  esd^ibit 
merely  the  reported  destinations  of  the  vessels  ic 
which  the  exfK>rts  depart. 

The  destination  of  the  vessel  and  cargo  is  treatec 
at  the  custom-house  as  a  matter  of  no  moment, 
further  than  to  obtain  the  name  of  some  fortigL 
place  to  be  inserted  in  the  manifest  and  clearance 
The  master  of  a  vessel  bound  from  thb  couotrr 
states  at  the  custom-bouse  any  foreign  place  which 
he  pleases  to  name  as  the  destination  of  the  vessel, 
and  his  declaration  is  received  ^thoat  furiber 
inquiry.  The  destinations,  thus  reported,  are  re- 
turned to  the  Treasury,  and  are  there  given  ic 
the  statements  of  exports  as  the  countries  to  which 
the  goods  are  exported.  But  the  true  destinatioa 
is  sometimes  concealed,  to  prevent  competition  i& 
the  commerce  really  intended ;  and  when  there  u 
an  apprehension  of  capture,^  a  false  destination 
may  be  announced,  in  order  that  it  may  appear 
in  the  clearance,  if  that  document  should  fall  into 
the  hands  of  captors.  When  a  true  destination  is 
given,  it  is  frequently  the  first  foreign  port  at 
which  the  vessel  is  intended  to  touch  for  advice 
and  refreshments,  while  the  real  destinatioa  of  the 
c^rgQ  is  for  some  other  country  ;  or  the  ultimate 
destination  may  be  contingently,  foroaeof  ^reral 
countries,  according  to  the  state  of  the  markets, 
or  other  circumstances.  The  desltnatton  mar  he 
changed  after  the  clearance  is  obtained,  or  ait  any 
time  after  the  vessel  leaves  the  port  of  departure. 
It  is  not  uncommon  to  declare  the  destinalioTk^and 
take  a  clearance  for  the  West  Indies  generally.  A 
clearance  is  sometimes  taken  for  £uio)e^  Asm,  or 
Africa.  In  all  such  cases,  the  particular  country 
to  which  the  cargo  is  really  destined  is  left  uncer- 
tain ;  but  it  is  principally  in  our  commerce  with 
Europe  that  the  reported  destinations  do  ooi  truly 
show  the  countries  which  first  receive oor  expuris. 
Clearances  for  great  quantities  of  our  exporu  are 
taken  for  England,  or  for  England  and  a  market, 
and  for  Cowes  and  a  market.  Some  of  these  ex- 
ports are  landed  in  England  ;  but  a  great  portion 
of  them  is  carried  to  the  countries  on  the  ButopcAn 
continent,  and  first  landed  there.  Eog/aod  i^  a 
great  mart,  and  is,  in  some  respects,  the  centre  of 
the  commerce  of  Europe.  In  England  informa- 
tion of  the  state  of  markets  upon  the  continent  of 
Europe  may  always  be  obtained.  Our  own  com- 
merce and  mercantile  connexions  with  England 
are  great.  The  balance  of  our  trade  with  Eng- 
land  is  uniformly  and  largely  against  us ;  and  this 
balance  is  discharged  principally  by  our  exports  to 
the  European  continent.  The  great  capitals  of 
the  British  merchants,  and  their  mercantile  coo* 
nexions  with  every  country  in  Europe,  enahii 
them  to  make  advances  or  payments  for  our  ex- 
ports to  any  part  of  Europe,  when  those  export: 
are  placed  under  their  control.  These,  and  ot^rr 
causes,  make  England  the  channel  through  vrinch 
we  receive  payment  for  a  great  part  of  our  exports 
to  the  continent  of  Europe.  In  this  coor«  of 
things,  very  considerable  quantities  of  our  export? 
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Tvhieh  are  carried  to  the  continent  of  Europe,  and 
6r5t  landed  there,  depart  nomraally  for  England, 
and  are  now  stated  a^s  exported  to  Kn^land.  Con- 
siderable quantities  of  oar  exports  are  also  cleared 
for  Gibraltar,  and  are  stated  as  exports  to  Oibral- 
tar.  Nearly  all  these  articles  go  into  the  Medi- 
terranean, and  are  first  landed  in  the  different 
countries  adjacent  to  that  sea.  Hence,  oor  ex- 
ports to  England  and  Gibraltar  have  been  swelled 
far  beyond  their  real  amount  in  the  statements  of 
rxport^.  The  true  amount  of  these  exaggerations 
cannot  be  known,  but  they  are  undoubt«)ly  very 
considerable.  In  some  other  branches  of  our  for- 
eign commerce,  in  which  it  is  known  that  the 
voyage  is  in  general  really  that  which  is  an- 
nounced, we  may  reW  upon  the  reported  destina- 
tion  as  suflSiciently  snowing  the  foreign  country 
vrhich  receives  the  exports.  Without  such  a 
knowledge  of  the  actual  coarse  of  trade,  we  can- 
not rely  upon  any  part  of  the  present  statements 
as  exhibiting  accurately  the  amount  of  our  exports 
to  any  foreign  country.  The  destinations  are  now 
reported  by  the  master  alone,  with  so  much  loose- 
ness and  inaccuracy  that  this  part  of  the  subject 
is  left  in  much  uncertainty. 

It  is  proposed  that  the  exporter  shall  join  with 
the  matcter  of  the  vessel  in  furnishing  the  account 
of  the  exports,  and  in  stating  their  value  and  their 
true  destmation.  This  provision  will  probably 
prove  sufficient  to  obtain  accurate  statements  of 
the  kinds,  quantities,  and  values  of  the  export^ 
and  of  their  true  destinations. 

The  statements  of  imports  consist  of  certain  ma- 
terials which  are  brought  into  the  Treasury  by  the 
law^s  imposing  duties  on  goods  imported  into  the 
United  States,  and  regulating  the  collection  of 
those  duties.  They  present  the  facts  which  are 
ascertained  for  the  purpose  of  levying  those  duties, 
and  nothing  more. 

All  the  imports  are  either  free  from  duty,  or  sub- 
ject to  duty;  and  those  articles  which  are  subject 
to  duty  are  charged  cither  with  duty  on  the  quan- 
tity, or  with  duty  on  the  value.  Goods  free  from 
doty  have  never  been  comprised  in  the  statements 
of  imports  in  any  manner  whatever.  Such  mer- 
chandise is  entered  at  the  custom-house,  and  land- 
^,  under  permission,  like  goods  subject  to  duty, 
but  no  return  or  account  of  it  is  given  to  the  Trea- 
sury. There  is,  accordingly,  a  total  omission  of 
all  goods  free  from  duty  in  all  the  official  states 
men  ts  of  imports. 

The  statements  of  the  Treasury  present  only  the 
imports  subject  to  doty.  These  imports  are  pre- 
sented under  the  two  general  beads  of  ^^{(oods  sub- 
ject to  specific  duty,"  and  ^^ goods  subject  to  ad 
valorem  duty.'* 

The  kinds  and  the  quantities  of  the  imports  sub- 
ject to  specific  duties  are  ascertained  bv  the  officers 
of  the  customs.  The  statements  of  the  Treasury 
accordingly  present  all  the  articles  subject  to  spe- 
cific duties  with  accuracy  in  respect  to  their  kinds 
and  quantities. 

But  the  official  statements  present  no  valuation 
whatever  of  any  of  the  articles  subject  to  specific 
duties.  These  articles  are  not  valued  at  the  cus- 
tom honaes,  or  at  the  Treasury. 


The  imporu  subject  to  ad  valorem  duties  are 
presented  m  a  very  different  form.  All  articles 
which  pay  the  same  duty  are  consolidated  into  one 
mass,  and  the  total  value  of  that  mass  is  given  in 
the  official  statements.  There  is  no  specification 
of  any  particular  article  by  name  or  description — 
no  statement  of  the  quantity  or  value  of  any  single 
article;  and  it  does  not  appear  what  particular  ar- 
ticles, bt'longing  to  the  class  of  those  paying  tha 
same  rate  of  duty,  have  really  been  imported  or 
not.  As  many  columns  are  stated  as  there  ara 
rates  of  ad  valorem  duties,  and  under  each  column 
the  aggregate  value  of  all  the  imports  paying  tha 
same  rate  of  duty,  and  nothing  else,  is  stated. 

The  imports  subject  to  ad  valorem  duties  are 
valued  at  the  cu>tom  houses.  The  foreign  cost  of 
the  articles  in  the  countries  from  which  ihey  coma 
is  first  ascertained ;  an  addition  is  then  made  to 
that  cost  of  twenty  per  centum,  when  the  mer- 
chandise is  imported  from  any  place  beyond  the 
Cape  of  QooA  Hope,  and  ten  per  centum  when  it 
is  imported  from  any  other  place.  These  total 
sums,  so  composed,  are  returned  to  the  Treasurraa 
the  values  of  these  imports,  and  the  same  values 
are  assiffoed  to  them  in  the  statements  of  the  Trea- 
sury,   ft  thus  appears — 

1.  That  the  imports  free  from  duty  are  included 
in  the  statements. 

2.  That  no  account  whatever  is  given  of  the 
value  of  the  imports  subject  to  specific  duties. 

3.  That  ^oods  subject  to  ad  valorem  duties  are 
not  distinffuished  in  their  kinds,  so  as  to  afford  any 
useful  information;  that  their  quantities  are  not 
given  at  all ;  and  that  their  values  are  blended  into 
certain  gross  sums,  without  showing  the  value  of 
any  single  article. 

4.  That  the  valuations  given  to  the  imports  sub- 
ject to  ad  valorem  duties,  are  made  upon  an  erro- 
neous principle. 

But  these  points  demand  a  more  particular  con- 
sideration. 

The  omission  of  all  the  imports  free  from  duty 
is  an  obvious  defect.  A  chasm  of  unknowa  ex- 
tent is  here  left  in  the  statements  of  our  imports. 
The  importance  of  this  omission  may  be  at  once 
conceived  by  adverting  to  the  catalogue  of  arti- 
cles free  from  duty,  and  to  the  large  importatioiu 
of  many  of  them  which  are  known  to  take  place. 
Copper,  brass,  tin,  fars,  hides,  plaster  of  Pisria, 
and  the  dying  woods,  without  specifying  olher 
articles  free  from  duty,  forma  very  large  amount 
of  our  imports.  The  true  amount  of  the  imports 
free  from  duty  cannot  be  estimated  with  much 
accuracy,  but  a  probable  opinion  of  their  amount 
may  be  formed.  The  amount  of  the  exports  of 
these  articles  is  known,  for,  singular  as  it  may  be, 
the  exports  of  these  articles  are  given,  though  we 
have  no  account  of  the  same  articles  as  imports. 
The  exports  of  articles  which  had  been  previously 
imported,  and  were  free  from  duty  as  imports,  are 
stated  by  the  Treasury  to  have  amounted  in  value 
to  the  following  sums  in  the  following  years: 
Prom  the  1st  of  October,  1804,  to  the 

30th  of  September,  18C5  -  -  ^1,641,726 
From  the  1st  of  October,  1805,  to  the 

30th  of  September,  18C6       -       -      2,383,910 
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SK)thof 
From  the 

SOthof 
Ffomthe 

30th  of 
From  the 

30th  of 
From  the 

SOthof 
From  the 

30th  of 
From  the 

30th  of 
From  the 

SOthof 
From  the 

SOthof 
From  the 

SOthof 
From  the 

SOthof 
From  the 

SOthof 


let  of  October,  1806^  to  the 

September,  1808 

1st  of  October,  1807,  to  the 

September,  1806 

lat  of  October,  1808,  to  the 

September,  1809 

1st  of  October,  1809,  to  the 

September,  1810 

1st  of  October,  1810,  to  the 

September,  1811 

Ifit  of  October,  1811,  to  the 

September,  1812 

1st  of  October,  1812,  to  the 

September,  1813 

1st  of  October,  1813,  to  the 

September,  1814 

1st  of  October,  1814,  to  the 

September,  1815 

1st  of  October,  1815,  to  the 

September,  1816 

Ist  of  October,  1816,  to  the 

September,  1817 

1st  of  OctolMr,  1817,  to  the 

September,  1618 


2,060,114 
370,341 
543,242 

1,322,023 

1,495,984 

586,180 

57,604 

953 

758^69 

1,448,548 
800,812 

1,790,035 


Total  amount  of  the  fourteen  ye^rs  -  <>15,280,340 

«  I  ■     III     I 

These  exports  thus  appear  to  hare  exceeded 

!  11,000,600  annually,  upon  an  arerage  of  the  last 
burteen  yean.  From  the  best  means  of  judging 
which  are  possessed,  it  is  estimated  that  the  im- 
ports free  from  duty  which  have  been  consumed 
IB  the  United  States  for  the  last  fifteen  years  hare 
amounted  at  least  to  ^,000,000  annually.  Our 
present  consumption  of  these  articles  probably 
exceeds  that  sum.  Assuming  this  estimate,  and 
supposing  that  the  annual  exports  of  these  articles 
amount  to  ^1,000,000,  we  must  conclude  that  the 
total  annual  amount  of  our  imports  of  articles 
free  from  doty  is  at  least  95^000,000.  These  arti- 
cles, whaterer  may  be  their  true  amount,  hare 
lierer  entered  into  the  public  statements  of  im- 
ports. Surely  they  are  of  sufficient  imnortaace  to 
be  kiiown.  They  should  hare  their  place  in  the 
itatistical  accounts  of  our  imports.  They  are  not 
•i^y  as  important  as  any  other  articles  of  equal 
amottsi;  but,  if  any  class  of  imports  can  be  justly 
oonsiderad  more  im^rtant  than  another,  it  must 
be  that  which  we  mrite  to  our  country,  by  ex- 
empting it  from  burdens  imposed  upon  the  intro- 
duction of  all  other  merchandise. 

More  than  one-third  of  all  the  merchandise  im- 
ported into  the  United  States  consists  of  articles 
subjjecl  to  specific  duties.  The  whole  of  thisgreat 
mass  of  imports  is  presented  without  any  state- 
ment of  its  ralue.  The  thirty-sixth  section  of 
the  act  of  the  2d  of  March,  1799,  regulating  the 
collection  of  duties,  requires  raluations  of  imports 
fubject  to  specific  duties  as  well  as  of  others ;  but, 
m  practice,  no  valuation  of  these  articles  is  made. 
As  valuations  uf  these  articles  are  not  necessary 
for  any  purpose  of  revenue,  the  object  of  the 
Legislature,  m  this  provision,  must  have  been  to 
procure  authentic  valuations  of  these  imports  ibr 
the  general  purposes  for  which  statistical  accounts 
of  impofts  are  useful.    The  statements  of  these 


imports,  as  they  are  now  fonuahed,  ax«  in  a  gicat 
degree  useless,  for  want  of  valuations. 

More  than  one-half  of  all  our  imports  are  arti- 
cles subject  to  duty  on  their  value.  These  articks 
are  stated  in  such  a  manner  as,  in  effect,  to  give 
no  information  of  the  kind,  quantity,  or  value,  of 
any  one  article  imported.  Thus,  we  find  in  the 
statements,  that  the  goods  paying  ad  valorem  dik 
ties  at  the  rate  of  fifteen  per  centum,  which  weie 
imported  during  the  year  ending  oathedOtl^  of 
September,  1817,  amounted  in  Talue  to  %llfi82j^ 
903;  and  this  is  all  we  learn  caoceaum^  those 
goods.  If  we  inquire  what  those  goods  were,  the 
statements  afibrd  no  answer.  We  know,  iadeed^ 
that  the  imports,  which  are  subject  to  a  duty  of 
fifteen  per  centum  on  the  value^  are  ail  articWs 
which  are  not  free,  and  not  subject  to  any  other 
rate  of  duty.  We  can,  therefore,  determine  wliai 
those  goods  were  not;  that  is  to  say,  that  they 
were  not  any  of  the  articles  whick  are  either  free 
from  duty,  or  are  charged  with  some  ra|e  of  duty 
different  from  fifteen  per  centum.  It  is  impossihie 
to  discover,  from  the  statements,  what  those  goods 
amounting  to  $14,082,903  really  weire.  If  we  de- 
sire to  learn  how  much,  either  in  quantitr  or  value, 
of  woollen  cloth,  or  of  any  other  article  paring 
the  same  rate  of  duty  with  woollen  cloth,  has  bem 
imported,  we  search  these  statements  in  vain  for 
that  purpose.  We  know  the  rate  of  duty  to  which 
woollen  cloth  is  subject,  and  we  find  eke  aggre- 

Sate  value  of  all  the  imports  sulnect  to  that  rate  of 
uty  amounted  to  a  certain  sum ;  but  whether  wool- 
len cloth  was  or  was  not  one  of  the  ardclcs  im- 
ported and  comprehended  in  this  total  value,  does 
not  appear.  Tne  aggregate  value  given  in  the 
statements  mav  result  from  all,  from  one,  or  from 
any  part  of  all  the  articles  chai^^ped  with  the  same 
rate  of  duty.  The  articles  which  belong  to  one 
class,  as  paying  the  same  rate  of  duty,  are  very 
numerous^  and  the  importations  of  the  particular 
articles  ot  each  class  are  very  dififonent  in  amount 
at  different  times.  The  only  eonclusioB  eoaeeni* 
ing  any  particular  article  which  can  be  derived 
from  the  statemenU  is,  that,  if  that  article  had  been 
imported  at  all,  its  value  is  comprised  in  the  ag- 
gregate value  of  all  the  artic^  which  pay  the 
same  duty.  It  does  not  appear  whether  any  par- 
ticular article  has  been  imported  or  not. 

Among  the  imports  sul^^^t  to  ad  ndorem  dutiies 
are  those  which  enter  into  competition  with  our 
own  manufactures  of  the  like  articles;  as,  for  ex- 
ample, the  various  fabrics  of  vpooI,  oottoa,  and 
iron.  Yet  we  are  without  any  authnitic  infonnir 
tion  of  the  quantities  or  values  of  ail  these  vaiieas 
manufactures  which  we  receive  from  other  coun- 
tries. We  know,  in  general,  that  the  importations 
of  these  manufactures  are  great ;  and  a  deplorable 
proof  that  they  are  very  great,  is  found  in  the  rain 
which  they  have  brought  upon  many  of  our  citi- 
zens who  nave  engag«l  in  similar  manufactures. 
But  this  general  knowledge,  even  when  combiaed 
with  all  the  particulars  which  tbey  who  are  befi 
informed  upon  this  subject  can  communicate^  af- 
fords  no  accurate  account  of  &cts.  Do  yea  eak 
how  much,  either  in  quantity  or  value,  of  numu- 
factures  of  iron,  of  wool,  or  of  coltoa,  is  nov 
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jorted  into  the  United  States^,  or  has  been  imported 
pvithin  any  of  the  last  thirty  years  ?  Your  ques- 
ion  is,  indeed,  interesting;  but  it  cannot  be  an- 
swered by  any  official  or  authentic  statement  of 
>ur  imports.  It  is  peculiarly  desirable  that  ve 
ihonld  possess  accurate  information  of  the  amount 
)f  imported  manufactures  in  those  cases  in  which 
)ur  own  consumption  is  supplied  partly  by  the  in- 
instry  of  our  own  citizens,  and  partly  from  foreign 
countries.  The  imports  of  this  character  in  voire 
t  great  question  of  national  policy.  As  they  are 
LUgmented  or  diminished,  our  own  manufactures 
ire  depressed  or  relieved.  It  is  now  evident  that 
tome  of  the  most  important  of  our  own  manufac- 
ures  require  the  aid  of  the  dovernment  to  sup- 
>ort  them  against  the  pressure  of  foreign  com- 
9etition.  ' 

Correct  information  of  the  kinds  and  amounts 
)f  these  imports  may  b^  easilj  obtained.  When 
^ods  subject  to  ad  vaUhrem  duties  are  imported,  the 
and  of  each  article  is  ascertained,  in  ord^  to  as- 
certain the  rate  of  duty  to  which  it  is  subject;  and 
ts  value  is  ascertained,  in  order  to  ascertain  the 
imount  of  the  duty.  The  quantitv  of  the  article 
liso  appears  Arom  the  invoice  or  the  importer. 
The  custom-house  thus  obtains  an  account  of  the 
dnd,  quality,  and  value  of  every  import  subject 
:o  ad  vcdoTtm  duty.  But  these  facts  are  not  given 
n  the  accounts  returned  to  the  Treasury.  Ih 
hose  accounts,  tbe  kinds,  quantities,  and  values 
3f  particular  articles  are  not  stated.  All  articles 
ifrhich  pay  the  same  rate  of  duty  are  placed  in  one 
riasi,  and  the  aggregate  value  of  the  whole  class 
s  given.  In  the  present  practice  of  the  custom- 
louses,  no  account  of  the  quantities  or  value  of 
Ktrticolar  articles  is  preserved.  The  invoice  of 
the  importer  is  returned  to  him  after  the  amount 
7f  the  auty  is  ascertained.  But  an  account  of  thie 
lenomination  of  the  article,  its  quantity,  and  its 
rnlue,  may  be  kept,  and  returned  to  the  Treasurv. 

It  is  not  proposed  that  a  distinct  account  should 
)e  kept  at  the  custom-houses,  or  given  in  the  state- 
nents  of  imports,  of  Ae  kind,  quantity,  and  vahre 
)f  every  article  subject  to  ad  valorem  duty.  This 
trould  ne  an  extreme  of  minuteness,  without  utility. 
The  articles  subject  to  ad  valorem  duties  com- 
prehend the  finer  manufactures ;  and  those  man- 
rfactures  are  now  so  nulnerotis,  and  so  various  in 
:heir  denotninations,  that  an  account  of  the  ini- 
[lOTts  of  each  one  of  them  by  its  peculiar  denom- 
nation  Would  be  far  too  prolix,  it  is  proposed  to 
:elect  from  these  imports  such  of  tJtemas  are  great 
n  amount,  and  such  of  them  as  cotne  into  compe- 
ition  here  with  like  articles  manufactured  in  any 
tonsiderable  degree  in  the  United  States ;  and  to 
state  such  imports  separately  from  all  others,  and 
torn,  each  other,  by  their  kinds,  qualities,  and 
ralnes.  Thus,  manufactures  of  cotton,  Woollen 
nanuftictures,  and  manufactures  of  iron,  are  three 
rreat  classes  of  imports  which  should  be  stated 
iistinetly.  Manufactures  of  fiax,  and  those  of  silk, 
nay  also  be  stated  separately.  Some  of  these  gen- 
eral heads  mavbe  susceptible  of  subdivisions,  which 
rould  be  usenzl ;  other  particular  imports,  of  suf- 
teient  importance  to  be  distinctly  known,  should 
^  se|tttrateiy  stated.    But  it  does  not  seem  ex- 


pedient to  define  the  cases  in  which  sj^ebilil  static 
ments  of  particular  articles  should  be  given,  other- 
wise than  by  the  general  principles  whicn  hav^ 
been  mentioned.  The  application  of  thdse  princi- 
ples, and  the  selectbn  ot  particular  cases  for  siat^ 
ment^  will  most  properly  be  left  to  the  officers  who 
compile  the  statements.  Under  a  general  direc- 
tion, they  will  be  able  to  determine  the  cases  in 
which  specild  statements  will  be  useful,  and  tb 
reach  the  judicious  medium  between  too  tntich 
uncertainty  on  the  one  side,  and  unnecessary  mixl- 
nteness  on  the  other.  When  all  the  cases  which 
are  worthv  of  distinct  statements  shall  have  beeh 
selected,  tne  residue  of  these  imports  may  be  stated 
in  such,  aggregates  or  classes  as  may  oe  conve- 
nient. 

The  ihiports  subject  to  ad  valorem  duties  ans 
stated  as  being  of  the  value  of  their  fbreign  cost, 
with  additions  of  ten  or  twenty  per  centum  to  that 
cost.    These  additions  to  the  foreien  cost  are  alto- 
gether artificial.    They  are  prescribed  by  the  acts 
concerning  the  duties ;  perhaps,  in  order  to  adapt 
the  duties  to  the  foreign  cost  of  the  articles,  so  as  to 
levy  the  same  revenue  upon  like  articles,  whether 
imported  from  Europe  or  from  India.    The  same 
effect  to  the  revenue  would,  however,  be  produced  if 
the  duty  were  ten  per  centum  hij^her,  and  the  Euro- 
pean article  were  valued  at  its  loreign  cost  merely, 
and  the  like  article  from  IndiA  were  valued  at  \X& 
fbreign  cost,  with  an  addition  of  ten  per  centum. 
The  same  effect  to  the  revenue  would  also  result 
if  the  European  article  and  the  article  from  India 
were  feach,  respectively,  valued  at  their  foreign 
cost  merely.  If  the  duty  on  the  European  article 
were  at  the  same  time  ten  per  centum  higheTi 
and  the  duty  on  the  article  from  India  twenty 
per  centum  higher  than  they  liow  are.     The 
real  and  sole  meci  of  raising  the  valuation  is  tb 
augment  the  duty,    ft  cannot  be  said  that  the 
fbreifiu  cost,  when  au^^nted  by  one-tenth  or 
one-fifUi  of  thlit  cost,  ts  the  true  value  of  the 
imports  in  this  country.     The  true  valu^  of  It 
thing  can  never  be  assessed  and  decteted  bv  law. 
It  is  always  a  fact  depending  upon  the  utility  6f 
the  thing  for  the  time  beine ;  or,  in  other  words, 
upon  the  supplv  of  the  articles,  and  the  watits  of 
mankind.    Whether,  therefore,  the  Icj^islatdt  de- 
clares a  permanent  value  of  imports,  as  m  Bnglan?9, 
or  a  variable  value,  with  fixed  and  uniform  addi- 
tions, as  here,  he  never  determine  the  tru^  value 
of  any  article,    duch  relations  of  value  inay,  p6t- 
haps,  be  convenient  as  fiscal  rules,  because  they 
may  tend  to  render  the  duties  equal,  in  effect,  upon 
different  importers ;  or  they  may  serve  to  produce 
the  amount  of  revenue  intended  to  foe  levied ;  but 
they  do  not  represent  facts  as  they  are.    Nor  cftn 
it  be  supposed  that  the  imports  from  the  couhtrite 
beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  when  ihdreas^ 
by  one-fif\h.  and  other  imports,  when  incr^sed  by 
one-tenth  or  their  foreign  value,  afford  an  average 
of  their  value  here ;  or  that  these  ^oss  sums  are  a 
just  equation  of  the  values  of  tfiese  iilipbrts  in 
this  country.    The  fact  is  not  so.    The  imports 
from  beyond  the  Cape  of  Oood  tlope  itaust  be  con- 
sidered as,  in  general,  worth  here  at  least  seventy 
per  centrnn  more  than  their  foreign  dOst,  and  the 
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Imports  from  Europe  may  be  estimated  to  be,  in 
general,  at  least  thirty-five  per  centum  more  valu- 
able here  than  in  the  countries  from  which  they 
come.  The  duties  alone  upon  a  great  part  of  these 
imports  are  more  than  ten  and  twenty  per  centum 
of  their  foreign  cost.  If  the  duties  on  these  im- 
ports were  added  to  the  foreign  cost,  the  sum  ob- 
tained in  that  manner  would  approach  far  more 
nearly  to  the  value  of  the  imports  here  than  the 
amount  obtained  by  the  fixed  additions  of  ten  and 
twenty  per  centum  to  the  foreign  cost.  But,  with- 
out regard  to  the  duties,  if  there  were  any  pro- 
priety in  the  idea  of  attempting  to  ascertam  the 
true  value  of  the  imports  here  bv  fixed  additions  to 
the  foreign  cost,  which  might  Ge  equal  to  the  ad- 
ditional value  which  the  articles  generally  bear 
here,  those  additions  should  be  far  higher  than  ten 
and  twenty  per  centum.  It  is  evident  that  the  of- 
ficial statements  do  not  furnish  the  true  value  of 
these  imports.  If  we  seek  to  learn  the  value  of 
the  goods  in  the  foreign  countries  from  which  they 
are  brought,  the  statements  do  not  give  that  fact. 
If  we  desire  to  know  the  value  of  the  goods  in  this 
country,  the  statements  do  not  afibrd  that  fact. 
The  value  assigned  to  the  goods  by  the  statements 
is  an  artificial  result,  never  according  with  facts, 
unless  by  accident ;  but  representing  the  goods  as 
worth  much  more  th^n  their  cost  abroad,  and  much 
less  than  they  are  generally  wortb  here. 

But  the  additions  of  ten  and  twenty  per  centum 
may  be  deducted  from  the  foreign  cost  of  these 
imports.  Undoubtedly  this  may  be  done.  If  it 
IS  proper  thai  this  should  be  done,  then  it  is  proper 
that  these  imports  should  be  staW  by  the  public 
officers  at  their  foreign  cost,  without  additions. 
Any  person  may,  indeed,  make  the  deduction  from 
the  amount  stated,  but  not  merely  by  a  simple  sub- 
traction. It  does  not  appear  from  the  statements 
to  what  sums  ten  per  centum  is  added,  nor  to  what 
Bum>  twenty  per  centum  is  added,  otherwise  than 
by  reference  to  the  particular  countries  from  which 
imports  are  brought.  These  several  countries  are 
specified,  with  the  amount  imported  from  each  of 
them.  The  imports  which  come  from  beyond  the 
Cape  of  Qood  Hope  may  be  selected  from  those 
which  come  from  other  places;  the  whole  may 
be  thus  separated  into  two  classes,  and  the  total 
amount  oi  each  class  may  be  obtained.  When 
this  has  been  done,  it  will  be  known  that  the  first 
class  is  that  which  has  received  an  addition  of 
twenty  per  centum  to  its  foreign  ca<it,  and  that  the 
second  class  is  that  which  has  received  an  addi- 
tion of  ten  per  centum  to  its  foreign  cost ;  and 
those  additions  may  then  be  subtracted.  But  this 
resort  to  calculation  must  be  unavailing  to  all  who 
are  not  informed  of  the  error  in  question,  or  know 
not  the  process  by  which  it  may  be  corrected.  The 
liberty  to  correct  errors  is  not  sufficient.  Every 
fact  which  is  worthy  of  a  place  in  statistical  ac- 
counts should  be  so  stated  as  to  require  no  calcu- 
lation to  render  it  more  true. 

What,  then,  is  the  true  principle  upon  which 
imporU  and  exports  .should  Devalued?  Thequen- 
tton  is  thus  stated  because  it  is  equally  applicable 
to  itnporis  and  exports,  and  to  every  part  of  both. 

.1.  Commodities  have  different  values  in  dififcr- 


ent  countries ;  and  the  object  of  foreign  commoce 
is  to  obtain  the  higher  value  which  an  article  bean 
in  the  country  to  which  it  is  sent.     Both  the  lower 
and  the  higher  values  are  equally  real,  and  both  aie 
facts  which  may  be  stated  when  they  are  known. 
The  first  or  lower  value,  always  belongs  to  the 
country  from  which  the  article  is  cxj^oriuL    The 
additional  value  may  accrue  to  any  country  what- 
ever.    When  an  article  is  sent  from  one  cuoniry 
to  another,  the  price  paid  lor  it  as  an  export  is 
universally  paid  by  the  country  ^rhich  boys  to  the 
country  wnich  sells.    The  same  ariide  oow  ar- 
rives in  the  country  to  which  it  is  sent.    Thae,  its 
value  is  much  greater  than  the  «&uni  |;aid  for  it  as 
an  export.    The  additional  value  is  there  received  ; 
and  It  becomes  distinguished  in  its  applicauoa 
into  two  parts — the  expense  of  transportation, a bd 
the  profit  of  the  merchant     Other  facL<,  wbtch 
may  increase  or  afiect  the  enhanced  value,  are 
here  laid  out  of  vii  w.    Freight  and  mercaotiJe 
profit  must  necessarily  be  defrayed  by  this  addi- 
tional V  alue.  The  expense  of  tra  n^portii^  the  arti- 
cle, and  some  profit  to  the  merchant,  oiost  both 
be  obtained  in  the  augmented  value  of  the  arti- 
cle ;  for  otherwise  nothing  would  be  gained,  and 
the  commerce  would  not  take  place.     The  expense 
of  transportation  is  paid  to  the  country  which  car- 
ries the  article ;  and  the  profit  of  the  merchaot  is 
paid  to  the  country  to  which  he  belongs.    The  ex- 
pense of  transportation  is  always  paid  to  the  coun- 
try whose  ships  and  seamen  are  employed  in  that 
service;  and  the  navigation  employed  may  belong 
to  the  country  which  sells  the  article  lo  the  couii- 
try  which  buys  it,  or  to  any  other  coaotry.    The 
merchant  who  causes  the  article  to  be  convened 
from  one  country  to  another  may  be  a  citizen  or 
subject  of  either  of  those  countries,  or  of  any  other 
country.    When  he  sells  the  article  in  the  couot/y 
to  which  it  is  sent,  whatever  he  receives  beyond 
the  sum  paid  for  it  and  the  freight  is  paid  to  the 
country  to  which  he  belongs;  and  he  may  belong 
to  any  country.    When  the  navigator  and  the 
merchant  both  belong  to  the  country  which  boys 
;  the  article^  that  country  pays  for  it  nothing  more 
I  than  its  nrst  or  lower  price,     in  this  ca^e,  the 
country  buying  the  article  pays,  indeed,  both  the 
freight  and  the  mercantile  profit ;  but  these  sumx 
are  paid  to  that  country  itself;  they  are  jnid  by 
the  right  hand  to  the  left ;  they  are  paid  by  one 
class  to  another  class  of  the  people  of  the  country 
buying ;  by  the  consumer  to  the  navigator  and  the 
met  chant;  and  they  are  all  of  the  same  country. 
The  country  buying  pays^  as  a  society,  only  the 
lower  sum  for  which  the  article  was  purchased  from 
the  country  selling.    If  the  navigator  and  the  mer- 
chant both  belong  to  the  country  which  sells  ihe 
article,  the  country  buying  pays  to  the  couniry 
selling  the  higher  value  of  the  article,  including 
freight  and  mercantile  profit.      When  the  mer- 
chant and  the  navigator  both  belong  to  some  third 
country,  the  country  buying  pays  the  additional 
value  to  that  third  country ;  and  when  the  mer- 
chant and  the  navigator  are  of  different  couBtrin% 
the  mercantile  pront  is  paid  to  one  country,  and 
the  freight  to  another.    It  is  therefore  always  cer- 
tain that  the  country  buying  pays  to  the  cuunliy 
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sWvag  the  sam  paid  for  the  article  as  an  export,  or 
lie  lower  value  which  it  bears  at  the  place  and 
Line  of  exportation.  It  i^  not  certain,  from  any 
aiuatiuD  of  the  article,  that  the  country  buying 
ays  to  the  country  selling  more  than  that  lower 
alue.  The  additional  value  is  7arioutdy  paid, 
ccording  to  the  national  characters  of  merchants 
.nd  navigators ;  and  these  facts  cannot  be  shown 
ly  any  valuation  of  the  article.  The  principle  of 
valuation  mu»t  be  a  uniform  rule.  If  such  a  rule 
an  not  exhibit  the  sums  actually  received  and 
laid  by  tbe  nation  for  exports  and  imports,  it 
bould  exhibit  those  sums  as  nearly  as  may  be 
practicable.  The  first  or  lower  value  of  exports 
nd  imports  are  sums  certainly  received  and  paid; 
I  ad  those  sums  may  be  exhihited  by  valuations, 
f  the  higher  values  are  stated,  they  will  compre- 
tend  not  only  the  lower  values,  which  are  uni- 
orally  paid  by  tbe  nation  buying,  and  received 
>y  the  nation  selling,  but  also  the  additional  valuer, 
vbich  are  variously  participated,  as  well  between 
he  nation  selling  and  the  nation  buying  as  among 
>tber  nations.  The  lower  values  and  the  addi- 
ional  values  will  then  appear  undistinguished  in 
he  gross  amount  of  tbe  higher  values ;  and  the 
raluations  will  not  determine  how  much  has  been 
eceived  and  paid,  either  on  account  of  the  lower 
values  or  on  account  of  the  additional  values.  It 
8  therefore  proper  that  the  valuations  should  ex- 
>re$s  thase  sums  which  are  uniformly  and  cer- 
ainly  received  and  paid  by  the  nation  for  exports 
md  imports;  and  that  the  additional  values,  which 
ire  variously  and  unequally  received  and  paid 
imoDg  different  nations,  should  not  be  included 
n  the  valuations. 

2.  The  exports  and  the  imports  should  both  be 
ralued  by  the  same  rule.    If  the  exports  are  val- 
led  by  one  rule,  and  the  impo  ts  by  another,  their 
ralues  cannot  be  compared  with  each  other.    An 
exaggeration  of  one,  or  a  depression  of  the  other, 
nu^t  occur  in  the  relation  between  them ;  and  the 
mcertainty  arisinff  from  this  cause  must  defeat  the 
itility  of  statisticsil  accounts  of  values.    The  value 
if  ao  imported  article  in  the  country  from  which 
t  comes,  and  the  value  of  the  same  article  here, 
ire  both  facts  which  may  be  ascertained;  and 
either  of  these  facts  may  be  taken  as  the  value  to 
ye  gi  veo  to  the  article  in  statistical  accounts.    But, 
hough  we  can  ascertain  tbe  values  which  our  im- 
lorts  b<^r,  either  here  or  in  the  countries  from 
vhich  they  come,  we  cannot  ascertain  the  values 
>f  our  exports  in  the  foreign  countries  to  which 
hey  are  sent.    The  foreign  cost  of  the  imports  is 
I  fact  which  precedes  the  importation ;  and,  hav- 
ng  tbe  imports  under  the  control  of  our  own  laws 
lad  officers,  we  may  ascertain  that  precedmg  fact. 
3ut  the  additional  value  of  the  exports  in  foreign 
:o unifies  beyond  their  value  here  is  not  within 
»ur  reach  ;  it  is  a  fact  which  occurs  after  the  ex- 
torts are  no  longer  subject  to  our  control.  We  can- 
lot  institute  legal  proceedings  in  a  foreign  country 
o  ascertain  the  value  of  our  exports  there ;  nor 
vould  it  be  proper  to  impose  on  the  exporter  the 
»urdeD  of  returning  proofs  of  the  sales  or  value 
£  his  exports  in  a  foreign  country.   Being  unable 
o  ascertain,  by  any  suitable  means,  the  foreign 


value  of  our  exports,  we  are,  in  effect,  obliged  to 
adopt  and  state  their  domi>stic  value;  and,  as  we 
take  the  value  which  tbe  exports  bear  here  in  the 
country  from  which  they  are  sent,  we  should  also 
slate  the  imports  according  to  the  value  which 
they  bear  as  exports  in  the  countries  fiom  which 
they  come.  If  the  rule  for  the  valuation  of  the 
imports  should  be  their  value  here,  and  the  rule 
for  the  valuation  of  the  exports  should  be  their 
value  here,  the  results  of  rules  so  different  would 
be  very  extravagant  in  their  relation  to  each  other. 
The  higher  value  of  the  imports  would  stand  op- 
posed to  tbe  lower  value  of  the  exports.  The  im- 
ports would  appear  with  the  additions  of  freights 
and  mercantile  profits,  while  the  exports  would 
appear  without  such  additions.  The  imports  would 
be  greatly  swelled,  or  the  exports  greatly  reducipdi 
in  their  relation  to  each  other;  and  no  just  com- 
parison between  the  values  of  the  exports  and  the 
imports  could  be  made.  Such  would  be  the  coa- 
sequence  of  adopting  the  value  of  the  imports  here 
as  the  rule  for  their  valuation,  unless  the  exports 
were  also  stated  according  to  their  value  as  imports 
in  the  foreign  countries  to  which  they  are  sent. 
But,  as  we  cannot  determine  the  foreign  value  of 
the  exports,  we  must  state  them  at  their  value 
here ;  and  this  reason  alone  renders  it  necessary 
to  state  the  imports  at  the  lower  value  which  they 
bear  in  the  countries  from  which  they  come. 

It  is  accordingly  conceived  that  all  the  iixywrts 
and  all  the  exports  should  be  valued  at  the  prices 
paid  for  them,  or  their  real  values,  at  the  times  and 
places  of  exportation  in  the  countries  from  which 
they  are,  respectively,  senL  This  principle  is  re- 
commended, by  its  intrinsic  propriety. as  that  which 
affords  greater  certainty  than  any  other,  by  the  ne- 
cessity which  allows  no  other  rule  applicaole  with 
like  effect  to  both  exports  and  imports,  and  by  the 
consideration  that  this  rule  is  already  established 
for  the  valuation  of  the  exports. 

Returning  to  tbe  statements  of  imports,  it  is 
seen  that  the  only  part  of  the  imports  which  now 
receives  an  official  valuation  is  valued  upon  a 
principle  which  is  both  erroneous  in  itself,  and  dif- 
ferent from  that  by  which  the  exports  are  valued. 

What  has  been  tbe  amount  of  the  imports  of  the 
United  States  in  the  several  years  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  Government  in  17891 
This  inquiry  cannot  be  answered.  It  is  not  an- 
swered by  the  official  statements  of  imports.  Il 
cannot  beansweied  by  any  official  document.  la 
the  absence  of  authentic  information,  every  per^ 
son  is  left  to  compute  the  amount  for  himselt,  from 
such  materials  as  he  may  possess,  and  according 
to  such  principles  of  valuation  as  he  may  adopt* 
Estimates  of  the  amount  may  undoubtedly  be 
made;  and,  when  formed  with  care  and  judg- 
ment, they  may  be  probable  approximations  to 
truth.  Estimates  of  the  value  of  imports  of  some 
of  the  last  thirty  years  have  been  made  and  laid 
before  Congress  by  officers  of  the  Government; 
These  estimates  are  official,  as  proceedings  from 
public  officers ;  and  they  are  entitled  to  high  re- 
spect They  were  made  by  men  of  eminent  tal- 
ents and  ^reat  knowledge,  who  were  able  to  form 
and  give  just  views  concerning  the  subject  of  their 
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e^titaiates.    Still,  they  are  mere  estimates ;  and,  to 
a  great  extent,  estimates  instead  of  ascertained  facts. 
Other  estimates  of  the  imports  of  certain  years 
hare  been  made  by  other  individuals.     In  the 
commencement  of  this  report  the  imports  of  seven 
Several  years  are  stated,  according  to  estimates  of 
their  value.    These  valuations  are  introduced  here, 
because  they  have  been  considered  as  some  of  the 
most  correct  estimates  of  our  imports  which  have 
been  offered  to  the  public.    They  were  formed 
with  great  labor  and  care ;  and  they  are,  undoubt- 
cfdly,  accurate  results  from  the  materials  used,  and 
the  principles  of  calculation  employed  in  the  pro- 
cess.   How  far  they  afford  a  just  statement  of  the 
value  of  the  imports  of  these  years  will  be  seen 
when  the  materials  and  principles  of  calculation 
upon  which  they  are  founded  are  understood.    The 
estimates  for  these  seven  years  do  not  include  the 
Imports  free  from  duty :  and  thus  a  part,  equal  to 
about  a  twentieth  of  all  the  imports,  is  omitted. 
The  imports  subject  to  ad  valorem  duties  were 
here  valued  as  they  are  valued  in  the  official  state- 
talents,  with  additions  often  and  twenty  per  cent- 
um to  their  foreign  cost.    In  respect  to  the  imports 
subject  to  specific  duties,  as  their  value  is  not  of- 
ficially ascertained,  it  was  necessary  that  the  au- 
thor of  these  estimates  should  himself  assej^s  the 
Values  of  these  articles.    A  vast  mass  of  merchan- 
dise of  various  kinds,  brought  from  all  quarters  of 
the  world,  in  seven  different  years,  was  to  receive 
Valuations.     The   only  practicaole  course  was 
tltken.    The  author  *ot  these  estimates  collected 
the  current  prices  of  the  various  articles,  as  those 
prices  existed  in  some  of  the  principal  ports  of  the 
tfnit^  States,  in  the  different  years  of  these  im- 
bdttatlons.    Taking  those  prices  as  the  values,  he 
computed  the  total  value  of  the  imports  of  each 
irtlde  in  each  year.    In  this  manner,  the  values 
of  the  imports  paying  specific  duties  were  assess- 
ed.   The  estimated  values  of  the  various  articles, 
^t  different  times  and  places,  are  not  stated ;  and 
AS  the  estimated  amount  only  is  given,  no  means 
of  deciding  how  far  that  amount  may  be  correct 
afe  afforded.   If  any  different  estimate  of  the  value 
of  these  imports  should  be  presented  in  the  same 
#ay,  it  would  be  uncertain  which  estimate  is  more 
correct  than  the  other.    Hence,  the  credit  due  to 
pm  estimates  which  have  been  made  of  the  value 
j?f  this  class  of  impotts  must  depend  u])on  the  con- 
fidence reposed  in  the  author  of  the  estimates,  who 
Win  only  present  such  information  as  he  may  pos- 
ses, ana  such  probabilities  as  his  own  judgment 
tnay  lead  him  to  adopt.    These  estimates  compre- 
hend only  imports  subject  to  duty.     They  ffive 
the  imports  subject  to  ad  valorem  duties  at  their 
foreign  cost,  with  additions  of  ten  and  twenty  per 
centum.    They  give  the  value  of  the  imports  sub- 
ject to  specific  duties,  as  that  value  was  estimated 
10  have  been  in  the  United  States  after  importa- 
tion.    That  value,  of  course,  included  freight, 
Ynercantile  profits,  and  our  own  duties  upon  these 
ftrticies.  When  the  imports  thus  valued  are  placed 
in  opposition  to  the  exports  of  the  same  seven 
years,  the  contrast  is  remarkable.    The  imports 
'appear  to  exceed  the  exports  by  great  sums  in  each 
w  the  seven  years.  Upon  the  whole  period  of  seven 


years,  the  imports  appear  to  exceed  tlie  ezportilff 
9^9,493,295  ;  and  the  average  of  this  sum  for  eaa 
year  is  $14,213,327;  and  yet,  from  the  genenl 
state  of  our  foreign  trade  during*  these  seven  jean; 
from  the  1st  of  October,  1794,  to  the  aOth  of  Sep- 
tember, 1801,  and  from  every  sooroe  of  informa- 
tion to  which  we  can  look,  exceptuig  only  the 
Dublic  statements,  in  which  the  laets  should  be 
found,  there  can  hardly  be  any  doabt  tint  the  ex- 
ports exceeded  the  imports  in  every  one  of  diose 
years.  The  solution  of  these  difilercnces  is  foood 
m  the  different  methods  of  vsluing  the  exports 
and  the  imports.  The  exports  are  valued  at  their 
cost  here,  as  exports ;  and.  consequendy,  they  do 
not  include  the  sums  whicn  we  have  receiTed  for 
them  beyond  that  cost.  The  imports  are  not  valu- 
ed upon  the  like  principle ;  they  are  valued  at  their 
forei^  cost,  together  wit^  all  the  accumobticHis 
whicn  are  produced  by  the  addition  of  one-fiitk 
and  one-tenth  to  the  foreign  cost  of  a  pert  of  the 
imports,  and  by  the  addition  of  freight,  mercantile 
profits,  and  our  own  duties  to  another  piit  of  the 
imports.  According  to  this  method  of  valuing  the 
imports,  they  will  always  appear  to  be  greater  than 
the  exports,  whether  they  are.  in  troth,  sreatei  or 
less.  Vet  these  are  some  of  tne  best  vaiaatioiis  of 
our  imports  which  are  now  extant ;  and  this  b  the 
method  in  which  these  valuations  were  made. 

In  regard  to  most  of  the  faist  tfairry  years,  it  does 
not  appear  that  any  estimate  of  the  amoimt  of  the 
imports  has  been  made. 

The  value  of  the  imports  is  therefore  unknoim. 
We  are  without  any  official  accooDt  of  tbdr 
amount,  and  are  destitute  of  satisfactary  informa- 
tion upon  that  point ;  it  is,  consequently, mipossibie 
to  mace  any  just  comparison  between  our  exports 
and  our  imports.  The  correctness  of  every  sDch 
comparison  depends  upon  values;  and  no  Jast 
comparison  between  exports  and  imports  can  be 
made,  unless  the  values  of  both  are  ascertained  as 
facts,  and  upon  the  same  principle  in  both  cases. 
Hence,  all  those  statements  noW  oefore  the  puhliCf 
which  represent  that  our  imports  have  exceeded 
our  exports  by  a  certain  sum,  or  that  oar  expvts 
have  exceeded  our  imports  by  any  particular 
amount,  in  any  of  the  last  thirty  years^  are  exceed* 
in^ly  uncertain  and  delusive.  In  respect  fo  west 
01  tnose  thirty  years,  it  must  always  remain  un- 
certain whether  the  exports  or  the  imports  were 
greater  ,*  and,  in  respect  to  the  whole  peiM,  the 
amount  of  any  excess  which  may  have  existed  on 
either  side,  in  any  year,  must  remain  unknown. 
For  the  same  reasons,  the  bahineesofoar  trade  with 
particular  countries  are  unknown. 

The  imports  of  the  last  year  are  not  yet  stated. 
They  probably  amounted  to  one  hundred  millions 
of  dollars.  Of  that  sum,  five  millions  may  have 
been  articles  free  from  duty,  forty-five  millions  ar- 
ticles subject  to  specific  duties,  and  fiAy  millions 
articles  subject  to  ad  valorem  duties.  These  pro- 
portions of  the  three  classes  of  imports  may  not 
oe  exact ;  but  they  must  be  nearly  correct,  uid 
they  are  offered  merely  to  tllustxate.  When  the 
imports  of  the  last  year  shall  be  stated  in  the  pres- 
ent forms,  the  result  from  the  fiicts  suppoaerf  will 
be,  that  the  amount  of  Bre  millions  wiUiiot sppear 
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n  any  manner  whatever ;  an  amount  of  forty-five 
nillions  will  be  stated  by  kinds  and  quantities, 
^v-ithout  anv  valuation ;  and  an  amount  of  fifty 
nillions  will  be  stated  bv  valuations  made  upon  an 
Tfoneous  principle,  without  a  designation  of  the 
cind,  quantity,  or  value  of  any  particular  article. 

The  navi^tion  employed  m  the  foreign  trade 
>f  the  United  States  is  a  subject  of  great  national 
concern.  So  far  as  that  navigation  is  ours,  it  is 
;o  us  a  source  of  riches  and  power.  So  far  as  it 
belongs  to  other  nations,  its  benefits  are  theirs. 
Navigation  is,  indeed,  both  wealth  and  |)ower.  It 
s  important  as  wealth ;  but  as  power,  it  is  indis- 
>easable  to  nations  which  desire  to  assert  their 
ights,  or  display  their  strength  on  the  ocean.  The 
Mnployment  of  shipping  and  seamen  is  a  branch 
)f  national  industry  so  peculiar  in  its  character, 
ind  so  important  m  its  consequences^  that  it  in 
rvorthy  to  be  known  with  all  possible  distinctness, 
^ven  if  the  exports  and  imports  were  not  stated. 
Vavigation  must,  therefore,  be  traced  distinctly 
rom  exports  and  imports.  The  employment  of 
hipping  in  fordgn  trade  may  be  ascertained  and 
hewn  by  a  very  convenient  method.  The  na- 
ional  character  of  the  vessels  employed,  their  ton- 
lage,  their  departures  for  foreign  countries,  and 
heir  arrivals  from  foreign  countries,  may  be  all 
asily  ascertained.  These  particalar  facts,  when 
lomoined,  show  sufficiently  the  actual  state  of  the 
lavigation  employed  in  foreign  trade,  and  its  di- 
rision  among  difiereht  nations.  They  do  not  ex- 
press the  value  of  navigation  in  sums  of  money ; 
mt  they  show  the  several  proportions  of  all  the 
lavigatton  elmployed,  which  are  held  by  each 
lation  Wh()6e  vessels  participate  in  the  trade.  The 
vhole  tonnage  employed,  and  the  several  propor- 
ions  of  the  whole,  which  belong  to  different 
la tions,  aflford  a  sufficient  knowledge  of  the  snb- 
ect  for  public  purposes. 

We  have  annual  statements  of  the  tonnaji^e  of 
he  United  States.  These  statements  exhibit  the 
imount  of  all  the  tonnage  held  by  our  own  citi- 
ens.  The  ijrincipal  division  of  this  tonnage  is 
nto  that  which  is  authorized  by  law  to  be  em- 
ployed in  foreign  trade,  and  that  which  is  author- 
zed  to  be  employed  in  the  coasting  trade  and  fish- 
ries.  The  respective  amounts  of  both  kinds  of 
onnage  are  stated.  The  registered  tonnage  is  that 
vhich  may  be  legally  emploved  in  foreign  trade. 
But  these  statemiints  do  not  show  how  the  register- 
d  tonnage  is  really  emplo;jred.  Coasting  vessels 
re  not  allowed  to  engage  in  foreign  trade ;  but 
egistered  vesseh  are  entitled  to  en^ge  not  onlv 
!i  foreign  trade,  but  also  in  the  coasting  trade.  A 
ery  considerable  part  of  our  registered  tonnage  b 
ctually  employed  in  the  coasting  trade ;  but  how 
hich  of  it  is  so  employed  is  not  stated  by  the 
>easury.  These  statements  afford  no  informa- 
lon  of  the  actual  pursuits  of  our  registered  ves- 
sls,  or  that  they  are  employed  at  all.  From  this 
ource,  therefore^  we  learn  the  amount  of  our  ton- 
age  which  hais  the  legal  character  re«]uisite  fbr 
agaging  either  in  the  coastin'g  trade  or  m  forei^ 
3mmerce,  but  we  do  not  learn  how  tnnch  of  this 
mnage  is  employed  either  in  coasting  tmde  or  in 
rreign.  commerce. 


We  have  also  annual  statements  of  the  tonnage 
of  all  vessels  arriving  in  the  United  States  from 
foreign  ports.  These  statements  show  the  amount 
of  tonnage  of  our  own  vessels  arriving^  and  the 
amount  of  tonnage  of  foreig^n  vessels  arriving,  in 
each  year.  This  information  has  been  usually 
communicated  to  Congress,  in  statements  annexed 
to  the  statements  of  the  customs.  The  tonnage 
arrivin^^  is  ascertained  for  the  purpose  of  levying 
the  duties  imposed  on  the  tonnage  of  all  vessels 
entering  the  United  States  from  foreign  ports. 
Those  duties  are  charged  upon  the  whole  tonnage 
of  the  vessel  as  often  as  it  arrives  from  a  foreign 
port.  When  the  same  vessel  arrives  twice  or 
thrice  in  the  same  year^  the  tonnage  of  that  vessel 
is  repeated  twice  or  thnce  in  the  total  amount  of 
tonnage  arriving  stated  for  that  year.  The  ton- 
nage employed  in  trade  with  the  West  Indies  ap- 
pears, in  the  tonnage  arriving,  three,  and  frequent- 
ly four  times  in  the  same  year.  Tne  tonnage  en- 
gaged in  the  trade  with  Europe  enters  into  the 
tonnage  arriving  generally  twice,  and  sometimes 
thrice,  in  the  year.  The  tonnage  employed  in  our 
trade  with  the  countries  beyond  the  Uape  of  Good 
Hope  is  generally  included  in  the  tonnage  arriving 
once  in  each  year.  In  some  cases,  the  tonnage 
does  not  appear  in  the  statements  of  tonnage  ar- 
riving, until  the  first,  second,  or  third  year  succeed- 
ing the  departures  ot  the  vessels  from  the  United 
States.  These  statements,  therefore,  show  the 
amount  of  tonnage  Upon  which  duties  are  levied; 
and  they  comprehend  in  most  cases  the  tonnage 
of  the  saine  vessel  more  than  once  in  the  same 
year. 

Such  is  at  present  our  official  infortnation  con- 
cerning the  employment  of  navigation  in  our  for* 
eign  trade.  This  information  is  considerable  and 
important ;  but  it  does  not  present  all  the  facts 
which  are  sufficiently  important  to  be  known. 

The  true  amount  of  our  tonnage  actually  em- 
ployed in  foreign  trade  is  not  exhibited  by  either 
of  tne  statements  which  have  been  mentioned.  It 
is  not  exhibited  by  the  statements  of  registered  ton- 
nage, not  only  because  the  registered  tonnage  may 
be  unemployed,  but  also  because  much  of  that  ton* 
nage  is  constantly  employed  in  the  coasting  trade. 
It  15  not  exhibited  by  the  statements  of  registered 
tonnage  arriving  from  foreign  ports,  because,  in 
most  cases,  the  registered  tonnage  is  included  ih 
these  statements  more  than  once  in  each  year,  as 
the  same  vessel  arrives  more  than  once  in  toe  same 
year.  The  total  amount  of  tonnage  registered, 
and  the  total  amount  of  registered  tonnas^e  arriv- 
ins^  upon  which  duties  are  paid,  are  me  facts 
which  are  now  stated.  Neither  of  these  ihcts 
shows  how  much  of  our  tonnage  is  really  employ- 
ed in  foreign  commerce  at  any  time. 

We  have  the  amount  of  our  own  tonnage  ar- 
riving, and  the  amount  of  foreign  tonnage  arriv- 
ing^ which  are  considered  as  the  tonnagB  employ- 
ed m  introducing  the  imports ;  but  we  have  no 
statement  of  the  amount  or  national  character  of 
the  tonnage  departing,  which  is  considered  as  that 
employed  in  taxing  away  the  exports. 

In  the  absence  of  any  account  of  vessels  dart- 
ing, this  defisct  seems  to  have  bete  cdnsidered 
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supplied  by  the  aceouDteof  vessels  arriTiDg.  Every  1  and  foreign  tonnage,  very  difiermt  in  the  cax  of 
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voyage  of  importation  has  been  supposed  to  imply 
a  corresponding  voyage  of  exportation,  and  every 
arrival  to  indicate  a  corresponding  departure.  The 
same  vessels  are,  in  general,  employed  both  in  im- 
portation and  exportation.  As  we  have  the  ton- 
nage of  all  vessels  which  enter  the  United  States 
from  other  countries,  the  amount  of  that  tonnage 
has  been  considered  as  the  amount  of  the  tonnage 
of  all  vessels  which  leave  the  United  States  ior 
other  countries ;  and  as  the  amount  of  tonnage 
arriving  is  divided  in  the  statements  into  the  amount 
of  our  own  tonnage  and  the  amount  of  foreign 
tonnage,  it  has  been  supposed  that  the  tonnage  of 
our  own  vessels  and  the  tonnage  of  foreign  vessels 
bear  the  same  proportion  to  each  other  in  the  case 
.of  departures  as  in  the  case  of  arrivals.  The  ton- 
nage departing  is  thus  deduced  from  the  tonnage 
arriving ;  and  the  conclusion  is,  that  they  are  both 
of  the  same  amount.  In  pursuance  of  this  conclu- 
sion, the  tonnage  arriving  has  been  described  in 
many  statements  which  are  before  the  public  as 
the  amount  of  our  own  tonnage,  and  of  foreign 
tonnage  employed  in  our  foreign  trade — an  expres- 
sion which  comprehends  exportations  and  depart- 
ures as  well  as  importations  and  arrivals. 

The  supposition  that  the  tonnage  departing  and 
the  tonnage  arriving  are  of  the  same  amount  may 
be,  in  general,  nearly  correct,  when  it  is  applied  to 
a  considerable  period  of  time;  but  it  is  by  no  means 
true  that  the  tonnage  departins  and  the  tonnage 
arriving  durins  any  short  period  are  equal  to  each 
other.  In  such  periods  as  six  months  or  a  year 
there  may  be  a  great  difference  between  the  ton- 
nage departing  and  that  which  arrives  during  the 
same  period.  The  tonnage  engaged  in  foreign 
■trade  varies  greatly  in  amount  from  time  to  time. 
The  proportion  of  our  own  tonnage  to  foreign  ton- 
nage also  varies  greatly  from  one  time  to  another. 
As  commerce  fluctuates,  so  fluctuates  the  naviga- 
tion which  it  employs.  When  the  imports  are 
much  increased  at  any  particular  time,  a  quantity 
of  tonnage  may  arrive  greater  than  that  which 
departs.  When  the  exports  increase,  without  a 
Jike  increase  of  the  imports,  a  quantity  of  tonnage 
departs  greater  than  that  which  arrives.  When 
we  engage  in  a  war  which  interrupts  the  ordinary 
pursuit  of  our  navigation  and  commerce,  the  dif- 
ference between  the  tonnage  arriving  and  the  ton- 
nage departing  may,  in  the  first  year  of  the  war, 
be  very  great.  In  the  first  year  of  peace  succeeding 
such  a  war,  the  tonnage  departing  mav  be  much 
greater  than  the  tonnage  arriving.  When  wars 
between  other  countries  open  to  our  navigation 
new  scenes  of  employment,  much  of  our  tonnage 
which  is  abroad  may  not  return  for  a  long  time, 
or  much  of  it  which  is  at  home  may  depart ;  and 
the  tonnage  arriving  may,  for  some  time,  be  much 
less  than  the  tonnage  departing.  When  such  wars 
cease,  our  tonnage  arriving  may,  for  some  time, 
much  exceed  our  tonnage  departing.  When  new 
regulations  affecting  commerce  and  navigation  are 
established,  they  may  for  some  time  produce  a 
great  disparity  between  the  tonnage  arriving  and 


vessels  arriving  from  the  proportion  which  ixA| 
exist  in  the  case  of  vessels  de|arting.     Thesie  ia- 
equalities,  by  whatever  causes  they  may  be  pro- 
duced, are,  indeed,  not  of  long  duration ;  and  the 
general  equilibrium  lietween  the  tonnage  arriviog 
and  the  tonnage  departing  is,  in  the  stqual,  restored. 
But  when  such  disparitieh  between  the  tuooage 
arriving  and   the  tonnage  departing  occur,  they 
should  oe  known  without  delay,  since  they  a/ ways 
denote  the  operation  of  M>me  ut:D7  cause  wliich 
must  deserve  attention.    The  tonnage  arriviag  is 
stated  for  each  year ;  and,  without  doubt,  ibe  ton- 
nage departing  during  a  year  is  frtqutntlj  much 
more,  and  frequently  much  lesx,  than  the  tonnage 
arriving  during  the  same  year.     The  prupoition 
between  our  own  tonnage  and  foreign  tonnage  u 
often  very  different  in  the  case  of  vessels  departing 
from  the  proportion  which  appears  betwefu  lUe 
two  kinds  of  tonnage,  during  the  same  year,  in  ite 
case  of  vessels  arriving. 

Our  own  vessels  engaged  in  foreign  trade  are 
not  comprehended  in  the  tonnage  arriving  antii 
they  have  left  the  United  States  and  mam  from 
a  foreign  port  Much  of  our  tonnage  departing 
returns  in  the  same  year ;  but  a  considtrable  part 
of  it  does  not  return  until  the  fir^t,  second,  or  third 
year  succeeding  the  departure  of  the  ve&^els.  We 
nave,  therefore,  no  account  in  these  statements  of 
that  part  of  our  tonnage  departing  which  never 
returns;  and  of  that  which  returns  a  considerable 
portion  does  not  appear  in  the  tonnage  arriving 
until  some  year  subsi  quent  to  its  depaiture.  Wht-n 
our  navigation  employed  in  foreign  trade  is  in  a 
course  ol  rapid  increase,  as  it  has  geaetally  been 
since  1789,  the  fact  would  first  app  ar  in  the  ton- 
nage departing,  if  that  tonnage  were  known.  The 
foreign  tonnage  appears,  in  these  statrmtnts,  in 
the  year  in  which  it  arrives.  If  the  tonnage  de- 
parting were  stated,  much  uf  the  foreign  tonnage 
would  appear  as  departing  in  the  year  subsequ%:ut 
to  its  arrival. 

The  tonnage  necessary  for  the  conveyance  of 
our  exports  is  far  greater  than  that  which  is  ne- 
cessary for  the  conveyance  of  our  imports.  A 
great  portion  of  our  imports  consists  of  articles  of 
small  oulk.  Much  the  greater  part  of  our  exports 
of  our  own  production  are  articles  of  gnat  bulk. 
Our  foreign  trade,  therefore,  employs,  not  only  so 
much  tonnage  as  is  requisite  to  introduce  our  iok- 
ports,  but  also  the  much  greater  quantity  of  tonnage 
which  is  requisite  for  the  transportatiou  of  our  ex- 
ports. If  we  ask  how  much  tonnage  is  necessary  f«K 
the  transportation  of  our  exports,  the  iaquiry  cannot 
be  answered  with  any  certainty.  The  quantity  of 
tonnage  actually  employed  in  taking  away  our 
exports,  in  any  particular  year,  has  never  been  as- 
certained. It  is  still  a  problem  bow  much  tonnage 
has  been  actually  employed  at  any  time  in  the  ex- 
portation of  our  own  products,  or  how  much  ton- 
nage is  now  necessary  for  that  purpose.  In  the 
present  state  of  our  information,  this  question  can 
be  answered  only  by  ehtimates.  The  couveyaDce 
of  our  own  bulky  products  toother  countrit^f^a 


the  tonnage  departing,  or  they  may  ;or  some  time  |  most  important  part  of  our  foreign  trade,  in  n^ct 
produce  a  proportion  between  our  own  tonnage  |  to  navigation.    A  great  quantity  of  tunna^  and 
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^eat  numbers  of  seamen,  are  employed  in  this 
vrvice.  The  freighu  received  upon  these  exports 
ire  very  great,  both  in  reference  to  the  value  of 
tie  articles  exported,  and  in  absolute  amount. 
kVe  know,  in  geoeral,  that  much  the  largest  share 
>f  the  navigation  employed  in  coDveyiug  our  ex- 
M>rts  to  other  countries  is  our  own  ;  but  we  do 
lul  know  either  the  whole  amount  of  the  navisa- 
.ton  :»o  employed,  or  the  actual  partition  of  that 
navigation  httwecn  ourselves  and  other  nations. . 
[t  is  highly  important  that  we  should  know  with 
kfftainty  the  amount  of  the  navigation  employed 
u  taking  away  our  export^,  aud  the  proportions 
»f  the  amount  which  are  held  by  ourselves  and  by 
»ihpr  nations. 

For  these  reasons,  it  is  proposed  to  ascertain  and 
itate  the  tonnage  and  national  character  of  all 
^esseU  departing  from  the  Uuited  Slates  fur  for- 
eign countries.  When  we  have  the  tonnage  and 
lational  character  of  ves&eU  departing  as  wtU  as 
>f  thos»e  arriving,  we  shall  possess  the  amount  of 
ill  tonnage  employed  in  our  foreign  trade,  and 
be  amount  of  our  own  tonnage  employed  in  for- 
Mgn  trade,  so  far  as  they  can  bt*  conveniently  pre- 
tented  by  annual  statements,  and  as  nearly  as  will 
oe  useiul  for  ordinary  purposes.  We  can  then 
:ompare  the  tonnage  arriving  and  the  tonnage  de- 
Dariiog  with  each  other,  and  we  can  see  the  actual 
itiare  of  navigation  which  wo  possess,  and  that 
i¥hicb  foreigners  enjoy,  in  the  transportation  of 
3uth  our  export.^  and  our  imports.  We  can  then 
observe  the  increase  or  decline  of  the  tonnage  im- 
>loyed  either  in  exportation  or  importation,  and 
luw  far  such  changes  may  be  favorable  to  our- 
selves or  to  foreigners  J  and  we  shall  be  able  to 
race  fluctuationsm  the  employment  of  navigation, 
IS  they  occur  in  each  year. 

The  statements  of  tunnase  arriving  distinguish 
t  merely  into  that  of  the  United  States,  and  that 
erbich  is  foreign,  or  not  oi  the  Uuited  States.  The 
iinouot  of  each  of  the  two  kinds  of  tonnage  is 
stated.  We  therefore  learn  from  these  statements 
lothiug  more  than  the  amount  of  all  tonnage  ar- 
'iving,  and  the  respective  parts  of  the  amount 
ivbich  belong  to  the  united  States  on  the  one  side, 
ind  to  the  rest  of  the  world  on  the  other.  These 
Uatements  do  not  show  how  much  tonnage  is  em- 
ployed in  any  particular  branch  of  our  foreign  trade, 
Ls,  for  example,  the  trade  with  Prance.  They 
lo  not  show  how  much  of  the  tonnage  employed 
in  any  branch  of  trade,  as  that  with  France,  is  our 
>wn,  or  how  much  is  foreign  j  and  they  do  not 
ihow  to  what  foreign  nation  any  part  of  the  foreign 
unnage  belongs.  We  do  not  learn  from  these 
;tatement»  either  the  amount  of  our  own  tonnage 
>Dguged  in  commerce  with  any  nation  or  country, 
>r  the  amount  of  British  tonnage,  or  that  of  any 
>ther  foreign  nation,  which  enters  or  leaves  our 

Kirts. 

The  returns  of  the  collectors  to  the  Treasury 
itate  tbe  tonnage  of  every  vessel  arriving  from  a 
breign  port,  and  the  country  from  which  tne  vessel 
*omes,  and  they  also  specify  the  national  charac- 
er  of  the  different  foreign  vessels  arriving.  The 
oaterials  for  stating  how  much  of  the  tonnage  • 
irriving  from  any  particular  country  is  our  own,  I 


and  how  much  of  it  is  foreign,  are,  therefore,  al- 
ready provided.  Some  statements  of  these  facts, 
in  certain  branches  of  trade,  hare  been  laid  before 
Congress  ui.on  particular  occasions,  but  the  annual 
statements  show  nothing  concerning  the  tonnage 
arriving  from  any  particular  country. 

When  the  particular  country  from  which  ton- 
nage arrives  is  stated,  that  fact  indicates,  in  some 
degree,  that  the  same  tonnage,  when  it  departs, 
returns  to  the  country  from  which  it  came ;  be- 
cause such  is  tbe  most  general  course  of  foreign 
trade.  But  this  is  never  a  necessary  inference; 
and,  in  a  multitude  of  cases,  the  vessel  does  not 
depart  directly  for  the  foreign  country  from  which 
it  came.  While  our  trade  with  the  British  West 
Indies  was  carried  on  in  British  vessels,  much 
British  tonnage,  arriving^  from  Great  Britain,  de- 
parted hence  for  the  British  West  Indies.  This 
tonnage  appeared  as  tonnage  employed  in  our 
trade  with  Great  Britain,  it  was  truly  so  cm- 
ployed  in  the  voyages  of  importation,  but  in  the 
voyages  of  exportation  it  was  employed  in  trade 
with  the  West  Indies ;  yet  this  toioiage  never  en- 
tered inio  any  statement  of  tonnage  employed  in 
our  trade  with  the  West  Indies.  When  one  of 
our  own  ships  exports  a  cargo  to  Spain,  it  may, in 
n^turn,  import  a  cargo  from  England.  Its  ton- 
nage now  appears  only  as  so  much  tonnage  en- 
gaged in  trade  with  England.  The  same  ship 
may,  after  its  arrival  from  England,  he  sent  to 
Russia,  and  th<re  is  no- account  of  this  tonnage 
departing.  If  the  same  ship  should  return  din  ctTy 
from  Russia,  its  tonnage  will  appear  in  the  ton- 
nage employed  in  trade  with  Russia;  but,  if  the 
ship  should  proceed  from  Russia  to  Holland,  and 
should  enter  here  from  Holland^  its  tonnage  will 
appear  as  engaged  in  trade  with  Holland,  and 
there  will  he  no  account  of  this  tonnage  as  en- 
gaged in  the  trade  with  Russia.  The  practice 
is,  to  enter  the  vessd  as  arriving  from  the  foreign 
port  from  which  the  imported  cargo  is  brought 
Much  of  our  own  tonnage  which  dt  parts  for  par- 
ticular countries  returns  with  cargoes  from  other 
countries.  AH  this  tonnage  now  appears  at  the 
custom-houses  and  the  Treasury  as  tonnage  em- 
ployed in  the  trade  with  the  countries  from  which 
the  vessels  arrived  with  cargoes,  and  nothing  ap- 
pears respecting  the  tonnage  or  employment  of  the 
same  vessels  in  their  outward  voyages  to  other 
countries.  When  the  tonnage  departing,  and  the 
countries  for  which  it  departs,  shall  be  ascertained, 
as  well  as  the  tonnage  arriving,  and  the  countries 
from  which  it  arrives,  the  tonnage  employed  in 
our  trade  with  each  foreign  country  will  appear. 

Our  trade  with  China  is  carried  on  in  our  own 
vessels,  but  the  amount  of  tonnage  employed  in 
that  trade  is  unknown. 

Our  trade  with  most  parts  of  the  world  is  car- 
ried on  partly  in  our  own  vessels,  and  partlv  in 
foreign  vessels,  but  we  know  not  either  the  whole 
amount  of  tonnage  employed  in  our  trade  with  any 
particular  country,  or  what  part  of  the  amount  is 
our  own,  and  what  part  is  foreign.  In  all  those 
branches  of  our  foreign  commerce  in  which  the 
conveyance  of  our  exports  or  imports  takes  place 
partly  in  our  own  vessels  and  partly  in  foreign  vea- 
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sels,  it  is  of  great  importance  that  we  should  know 
how  much  of  our  own  navigation  and  how  much 
foreign  narigation  are  employed  in  the  transpor- 
tation. The  cases  in  which  the  navigation  is  di- 
vided between  ourselves  and  foreigners  embrace  fkr 
the  greater  part  of  our  foreign  commerce.  It 
would,  at  all  times,  be  useful  to  know  the  true 
share  of  navigation  which  we  enjoy  in  trade  witb 
particular  countries ;  yet  this  knowledge  was,  per- 
haps^ less  important  while  our  svstem  of  discrim- 
inating duties  was  applied  equallv  to  all  foreign 
countries.  That  system  is  now  relaxed ;  we  have 
relinquished  it  in  respect  to  the  British  dominions 
in  Europe,  the  Netherlands,  Sweden,  Prussia, 
Hamburgh,  and  Bremen.  The  vessels  of  those 
countries  are  now  admitted  into  our  ports  upon  the 
same  terms  as  our  ovm  vessels.  We  should  know 
how  much  of  our  own  tonnage  is  now  employed 
in  trade  with  thofie  countries,  respectively,  and 
how  much  of  their  tonnage  now  passes  through 
our  ports.  These  facts  are  not  known ;  without 
them,  we  cannot  estimate  the  effects  of  the  present 
system  of  equal  duties  between  ourselves  and  those 
countries ;  nor  can  we  compare  the  effects  of  this 
system  with  the  effects  of  the  system  of  discrim- 
'  inating  duties.  The  experiment  of  discriminating 
duties,  operating  equally  upon  all  foreign  countries, 
has  been  made,  and  with  great  effect,  in  favor  of 
'  our  own  navigation.  We  are  now  in  a  course  of 
opposite  experiments.  We  have  relinquished  our 
discriminating  duties  in  respect  to  Great  Britain 
and  certain  other  countries,  which  concede  to  us 
advantages  supposed  to  be  equivalent,  While  We 
retain  those  duties  in  respect  to  all  foreign  coun- 
tries. The  effe<;ts  of  both  measures  fkll  directly 
upon  navi^tiem.  tt  is  in  the  actual  state  of  nav- 
igation as  It  may  exist  from  time  to  time,  and  there 
only,  that  ^e  rabcts  of  these  different  measures 
can  be  traced  and  se^.  The  experiment  of  open 
and  common  ntivigation,  unfettered  by  preference 
or  restriction,  between  some  of  the  principal  navi- 
gating countries  of  the  world,  is  an  interesting 
spectacle.  To  us,  as  one  of  the  parties  to  this  ex- 
periment, and  possessing  as  we  oo  a  great  naviga- 
tion, and  ample  resources  for  its  ejctension,  it  is  a 
subject  of  peculiar  concern.  It  is,  therefore,  spe- 
cially important  that  we  should  possess  the  true 
state  of  navigation  as  it  may  exist  between  our- 
selves and  those  countries  with  which  commerce 
is  now  equally  open  to  the  navigatidn  of  both  par- 
ties. 

When  the  tonnage  of  all  shipping  employed  in 
our  trade  with  particular  countries  shall  be  stated, 
we  may  estimate  the  value  of  the  navigation  em- 
ployed in  each  branch  of  trtide  iti  ref^ence  to 
the  length  of  the  voyages  performed.    The  benefits 
of  navigation  are  in  proportion,  not  only  to  the 
tonnage  and  seamen  employed,  but  also  to  the  time 
during  which  they  are  employed.    The  value  of 
our  trade  with  India  and  China  depends  much 
Upon  the  great  length  of  the  voyages  to  and  fVom 
those  distant  countries.    The  fiicts  which  are  pro- 
posed to  be  stated  Will  afford  a  view  of  the  relative 
Importance  of  the  employments  of  navigation  in 
iie  different  branches  of  our  foreign  trade  in  this 
espeot.    . 


The  retoms  of  the  coilectDrs  to  the  Treaaary 
will  specify  the  names,  tonnage,  and  nfttional  co- 
racter  of  all  vessels  arrivinig  and  departiog;  and 
they  will  state  the  several  foreign  eonstries  fiom 
which  all  vessels  arrive,  and  for  wbieh  all  vesseb 
depart.  There  will  then  be  in  the  Tmsury  suffi- 
cient materials  to  show  how  many  voyages  tn 
made  by  the  vessels  engaged  in  each  hranch  of 
trade  in  one  year,  and  bow  many  times  the  tonnage 
of  the  same  vessels  enters  into  the  stBtemeDCs  d 
tonnage  either  arriving  or  departing  'm  the  same 
year.  These  facts  are  too  mmnte  to  be  inserted 
m  the  annual  statements;  but  they  are  interestiBg^, 
and  they  will  be  collected  and  preserved  IntheTrea- 
sury,  from  which  they  may  be  drawn  upon  special 
occasions.  Prom  these  facts  the  exact  amoont  of 
our  tonnage  actually  engaged  at  any  time  in  dl 
foreign  trade,  or  in  Our  trade  With  any  partieokr 
country,  may  be  deduced ;  and  from  the  same  fiic6 
the  number  of  seamen  employed  in  all  oar  fbretga 
trade,  or  in  our  trade  with  any  perticalar  eocntryj 
both  in  our  own  and  in  foreign  vessels  may  be 
sufficiently  ascertained.  The  n amber  of  sf^men 
usually  employed  in  our  vessels  en^ged  in  foreign 
trade  has  been  estimated  to  be  sue  men  for  one 
hundred  tons  of  shipping.  In  tiiis  manner  we 
may  compute  the  numbers  of  seamen  employed  in 
any  branch  of  our  foreign  trade,  irhoi  we  know 
the  quantity  of  tonnage  engaged  in  that  trade; 
but  such  a  computation  must  he  fbcuided  upon  ^e 
true  quantity  or  tonnage  actnally  employed  in  the 
trade.  The  annual  statements  of  tonnage  depsrt- 
ing  and  arriving  will,  in  most  cases^  coHaptehcnd 
the  tonnage  of  the  same  vessela  more  than  once  in 
the  same  year ;  and,  in  isome  cases,  the  tonnage 
either  departing  or  arriving  will  not  enter  into  the 
statements  of  that  year.  The  ntunber  of  voyages 
made  by  the  same  vessels  in  the  coarse  of  a  year 
must  therefore  be  known,  in  order  to  determine 
the  true  (juantity  of  tonnage  acttnllj  em^oyed  at 
any  particular  time,  and  the  trnmoer  or  seamen 
requisite  for  that  quantity  of  tonnage. 

It  is  not  meant  that  all  the  navigation  which 
may  pass  between  the  United  States  and  everv 
foreign  country  should  be  stated  separately  in  all 
cases.  Where  the  intercourse  betwreen  this  coun- 
try and  any  other  is  casual  or  iaconsfderabfe,  a 
distinct  statement  of  the  navigatiDn  employed  in 
such  intercourse  would  be  of  little  use.  Where 
the  commerce  betweeti  this  country  and  any  other 
is  reguhrand  considerable,  a  distinct  statement  of 
the  navigation  enmloved  in  it  should  be  giren. 
Our  commerce  with  Great  Britain^and  that  widi 
France,  Spain,  Portugal,  Holland,  Rnssia,  China, 
the  British  East  Indies,  Brazil,  and  the  Bpanidi 
West  Indies,  are  at  present  cases  of  this  character. 
The  propriety  of  stating  the  mivigation  separateh 
in  other  branches  of  our  foreign  trade  may  be  telt 
to  the  officers  who  compile  the  statements.  Ther 
will  discern  what  branches  of  foreign  eommerop 
are  of  such  importance  as  to  render  it  useful  to 
furnish  separate  statements  of  the  nav^tioD  em- 
ploved  in  those  branches. 

One  peculiar  case  demands  present  attearmn. 
We  have  do^ed  our  ports  minst  Britisli  vfsssAs 
arriving  from  British  portrwtadh  are  dosed  against 
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4]r  yeneU.  This  regulation  rdates  particularly 
o  the  British  West  Indies.  It  is  a  measure  whicQ 
vas  due  to  ourselves,  and  to  a  just  sense  of  our 
>wn  rights;  and  it  should  he  so  enforced  as  to 
^ive  it  complete  effect  The  British  Qovemment 
laye  opened  the  island  of  Bermuda  to  our  vessels, 
This  act  of  the  British  Government  defeats,  in  a 
^eat  degree,  the  intended  efiect  of  our  law.  A 
^reat  trade,  hitherto  unknown,  now  takes  place 
between  the  United  States  and  Bermuda,  partly 
o  our  vessels  and  partly  in  British  vessels,  and 
letween  Bermuda  and  the  British  West  Indies 
v^hoUy  in  British  vessels.  Thus,  the  intercourse 
vhich  we  intended  to  suppress  takes  place  between 
he  United  States  and  the  British  West  Indies, 
brough  Bermuda;  th^  longest  part  of  the  transit 
s  performed  exclusively  by  Bntish  vessels;  and 
fven  a  part  of  the  intercourse  between  the  United 
States  and  Bermuda  is  carried  on  1^  British  ves- 
«]s.  It  is  our  duty  to  nursue  our  own  measure  to 
ts  full  effect,  and  to  adopt  such  further  provisions 
IS  niay  be  necessary  for  that  purpose.  But,  while 
his  intercourse  with  Bermuda  is  allowed  \q  exist, 
he  extent  to  which  it  takes  place  should  he  stated 
md  known. 

The  oJQ&cial  statements  of  exporUgive  no  infof- 
nation  of  the  vessels  in  which  the  goods  are  ex- 
x>rted.  Those  statements  do  not  show  whether 
he  goods  are  exported  in  vessels  of  the  United 
States  or  in  foreign  vessels. 

The  official  statements  of  imports  divide  the 
mports  subject  to  duty  into  those  which  are  im- 
lorted  in  our  own  vessels,  and  those  which  are 
mporled  in  foreign  vessels.  Three  distinct  tables 
ire  given:  first,  a  smtyment  of  goods  imported  in 
lur  own  vessels;  next,  a  statement  of  goods  im- 
>orted  in  foreign  vessels;  and^  thirdly,  a  statement 
Mlled  a  general  aggrc^te  of  all  goods  imported 
D  our  own  and  in  foreign  vessels*  The  kinds  and 
imouBts  of  the  imports  ate  stated  in  each  table ; 
he  countri^  from  which  the  imports  come  ar^ 
tated  alike  in  the  first  and  second  tables;  and^  in 
he  third  table,  inslead  of  partieular  countries) 
ach  foreign  nation  and  its  dependencies  are 
taled.  These  three  tables  are  of  great  length. 
)iie  table,  with  some  alterations  in  form,  would 
»e  sufficient,  and  would  better  exhibit  tbe  facJIs, 
vhich  are  now  separated  from  eai)h  other  in  dis^ 
iact  statenaents.  A  single  taUe,  with  three  suil- 
ible  colunms,  would  show  all  the  facts  to  the  eye 
poll  the  same  lines.  The  first  cdumn  might 
bow  the  amount  imported  ia  onr  vwu  vessds; 
he  second  column  might  ahow  the  amount  im- 
orted  in  ibrei«i  vessels;  and  the  third  column 
rottld  exhibit  the  total  amount  of  the  two  preoed- 
ag  columns.  Such  an  alteration  will  be  proper, 
'  the  imports  are  to  be  hereafter  stated  with  this 
istcrimination  of  the  v^»els  in  whicji  they  are 
rou^ht.  But  this  diocrimination  in  the  statements 
;  of  very  little  use  when  accurate  accounts  of  the 
>nnaffe  arrivioff  are  taken.  The  object  of  stating 
le  ioiports  with  this  discrimination  is  to  show 
ow^  far  the  navigation  which  introduces  them  b 
ur  own,  and  how  far  it  belongs  to  foreign  nations. 
*hese  facts  are  indeed  shown^  in  some  degree,  in 
lis  mftaner*    Where  the  iqipoEts  «ie  free  from 


duty,  these  statements  show  nothing  concerning 
the  navigation  which  introduces  them.  When 
the  imports  subject  to  duty  are  brought  from  a  par- 
ticular country,  wholly  in  our  own  vessels,  or 
wholly  in  foreign  vessels,  those  facts  aopear  by 
these  statements.  But  the  same  facts  wiU  also  ap- 
pear from  the  tonnage  arriving,  and  with  the  ad- 
ditional advantage  of  showing  the  quantity  of  ton- 
nage employed  in  the  importation.  In  most  cases 
where  the  imports  come  partly  in  our  own  vessels 
and  partly  in  forei^  vessels^  these  statements  af- 
ford nothing  certam  in  respect  to  the  shares  of 
navigation  enjoyed  by  ourselves  or  by  foreigners 
in  the  importations,  A  great  variety  of  imports 
is  presented,  some  of  which  are  stated  only  by 
values,  apd  others  by  kinds  and  quantities.  These 
facts  furnish  very  little  information  concerning 
the  national  proportions  of  the  navigation  employ- 
ed ia  introducing  these  imports ;  and  they  form  a 
very  imperfect  foundation  for  any  calculation  re- 
specting the  tonnage  employed  or  the  freights 
earned.  The  tonnage  and  freights  depepd  upon 
the  bulk  of  the  articfes  transported.  Where  va&es 
only  are  given*  we  know  nothing  of  the  kinds  or 
quaiLtities  of  tne  articles,  and  of  course  nothing  of 
tbe  ^>nn4ge  requisite  for  their  transportatioi). 
Where  the  kinds  and  quantities  of  the  articles  ar« 
given,  w^  may  indeed  estinuite  tl>e  quantity  of  thf 
navi^iation,  ii  we  know  the  amount  of  tonnage 
requisite  for  the  conveyance  of  the  various  articfes 
in  question.  But  every  such  calculation  must  be 
very  complex ;  and  all  such  est^nates  must  be  at 
last  less  certain  and  satisfactory  than  the  plain 
proportions  of  the  navigation  held  by  ourselves 
and  by  foreigners  respectively,  as  these  facts  are 
found  in  the  tonnage  arriving.  If  it  were  useful 
to  know  the  particular  goods  which  ue  actuelly 
conveyed  in  our  owit  vessels  and  those  actually 
conveyed  in  foreign  vessels,  such  a  knowledge 
WQuld  be  more  important  in  re^ct  to  our  exports 
tlum  in  respect  to  our  imports.  But  no  such  dio* 
crimination  is  made  or  will  appear  in  the  exports^ 
U  is  conceived  th^t  this  threefold  statement  of  the 
imports  subject  to  duty  is  not  of  sufficient  use  to 
be  continued ;  and  it  is  proposed  that  the  imports 
shall  be  in  futqie  stated  without  this  discrimina*- 
tion*  This  retrenchment  will  pobably  diminish 
the  annual  st^tei^ents  as  inuch  in  point  of  voliune 
as  they  will  be  inqreas^  by  the  addition  of  aU  the 
new  matters  whi^  erie  now  i^coposed  to  be  stat^ 
No  general  system  for  statistical  accounts  of  our 
foreign  commerce  has  ever  been  eat^iblished  by 
law*  No  officer  of  the  Government  is  required 
by  law  to  compUe,  to  communicate  to  Congress, 
or  to  publish  any  thing  upon  this  subject  Ail  the 
statements  of  otir  foreiga  commerce  which  have 
been  here  mentioned  have  been  rendered  by  the 
officers  of  the  Treasury,  either  in  compliance  with 
resdutions  of  one  or  otner  branch  of  the  Legisla,- 
ture,  or  without  any  requisition  whatever.  The 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  have  each 
separately  adopted  such  resolutions  as  they  thought 
fit,  calling,  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for 
statements  of  exports  and  imports ;  and  all  the 
statements  which  the  Treasury  could  furnish  have 
been  given.* .  6om9  of  thwt  xefohtions  are  pertna- 
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aeDty  and  require  annual  statements.  The  perma- 
nent resolutions  of  the  Senate  are  of  the  lOth  of 
February,  1796,  and  the  16th  of  March,  1796 ; 
those  of  th«'  House  of  Representatives  are  of  the 
3d  of  March,  1797,  and  the  29th  of  May,  1798. 
The  special  requisitions  which  have  been  made 
upon  the  executive  officers,  on  the  part  of  tach 
ot  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  lor  informa- 
tion concerning  our  foreign  commerce,  have  been 
very  numerous.  If  any  proof  were  necessary  to 
show  either  the  importance  of  complete  statihtical 
accounts  of  our  foreign  commerce,  or  the  poverty 
of  our  present  information  on  this  subject,  that 
proof  would  be  abundantly  found  in  these  unceas- 
rag  calls  for  mformation  concerning  matters  con- 
nected with  our  foreign  commerce,  which  do  not 
appear  in  the  aneual  statements.  At  almost  every 
session'  of  Congress  measures  relating  to  our 
foreign  commerce  are  agitated.  Many  of  these 
questions  are  of  the  highest  importance,  and  some 
of  them  are  difficulty  even  with  the  clearest  light 
of  facts.  If  any  facts  are  wanted,  which  do  not 
appear  in  the  annual  statements,  a  call  is  made 
upon  the  executive  officers,  and,  generally,  upon 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  information. 
The  officer  returns  the  best  answer  which  he  is  able 
to  give.  Many  of  these  answers  have  at  different 
times  been  given  with  great  ability,  and  they  have 
served,  in  some  d^ee,  to  supply  the  want  of  ascer- 
tained facts,  bv  general  views  and  judicious  esti- 
mates. But,  it  all  the  material  facts  which  com- 
pose our  foreign  commerce  were  ascertained  and 
presented  to  Congress  in  annual  statements,  the 
estimates  of  executive  officers  would  not  be  want- 
ed ;  every  legislator  would  then  have  before  him 
the  whole  subject  in  authentic  facts. 

The  annual  statements  of  the  Treasury  have  been 
here  examined  as  statistical  accounts  of  foreign 
commerce.  Imperfect  as  they  are  in  this  view, 
their  imperfection'^  are  not  to  be  attributed  to  the 
officers  of  the  Treasury ;  those  officers  have  faith- 
fully given  the  materials  they  possessed,  and  they 
could  do  no  more.  They  have  performed  the  duty 
which  was  imposed  upon  them  by  the  resolutions 
under  which  they  acted.  In  some  respects,  they 
have  done  much  more.  They  have  at  different 
times,  without  any  requisition  from  superior  author- 
ity, made  several  very  useful  inaprovements  in  the 
forms  of  stating  the  exports.  The  materials  con- 
cerning the  exports  are  arranged  and  stated  in  the 
best  manner  in  which  they  can  be  presented,  as 
they  are  now  returned  to  the  Treasury.  The  an- 
nual statements  concerning  navigation  arearranged 
and  rendered  in  the  best  form  which  the  present 
state  of  materials  in  the  Treasury  will  permit 
All  the  annual  statements  concerning  tonnage  have 
been  rendered  b^  the  officers  of  the  Treasury  with- 
out any  requisition  for  that  purpose.  To  this  time 
there  is  neither  law  nor  resolution  requiring  an- 
nual statements  of  the  navigation  emploved  in  our 
foreign  trade.  The  principal  defects  wnich  have 
been  here  detailed  are  defects  of  law.  The  exec- 
utive officers  have  no  power  to  obtain  the  facts 
which  are  requisite  to  supply  thorn  defects.  Such 
a  power  can  only  be  conferred  by  law.  It  is  the 
province  of  the  Legtslature  to  establish  such  a  sys- 


tem as  will  supply  the  present  defects,  and  bring 
forth  all  the  desirra  information. 

At  present,  the  duty  of  preparing  and  rendering 
the  annual  statements  of  fXforts  and  im]  oris  de- 
pends merely  upon  the  separate  resoloiiubs  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Rrprtseotativts  which  hare 
been  mentioned.  It  is  only  in  those  rr^ilntKms 
that  any  account  of  the  mattt  rs  n  qtiired  to  be^taud 
concerning  the  exports  and  imports  can  he  fuvudi 
and  those  re?«olntions  are  very  geneiai  and  !oose 
in  their  description  of  the  facts  whieb  they  rrqoire. 
The  subjects  which  are  proper  to  be  statnl  should 
be  defined  by  law ;  and  the  duty  of  compiha^  and 
rendering  the  annual  statf  mentas  sbtjold  be  imposed 
upon  proper  officers  by  law.  A  stai table  and  per- 
manent system,  adequate  to  the  objects  propoMd, 
should  be  established.  When  ibis  siball  be  done, 
a  complete  report  of  facts,  showing*  the  stateof  oor 
commerce  with  every  foreign  country,  and  witk 
all  the  world,  in  each  year,  may  be  aanoally  laid 
before  Congress. 

The  statements  of  exports,  the  statements  o( 
imports,  and  the  statemtiits  of  tonnage  arriving 
from  foreign  countries,  have  been  hiCboto  laid  b^ 
fore  Congress  annually,  but  detached  from  each 
other,  and  at  different  times.  It  will  be  proper  that 
the  statements  of  exports,  those  of  imports,  aad 
those  of  navi^tion  empluyed  in  oar  foreign  trtde. 
should  be  laid  before  Congress  in  one  Mfy  and 
at  the  commencement  of  (*ach  annual  session. 

The  present  state  of  this  subject  wiU  aeoount  fm 
the  method  of  this  discussion.  An  extstrng  sys- 
tem, sufficient  in  some  points,  but  also  delectire  m 
many  respects,  was  to  be  examined.  So  far  as  it 
is  sufficient,  it  required  no  cotnnient.  The  pioper 
course,  therefore,  seemed  to  be  to  point  out  aod 
examine  its  defects.  But  this  courae  of  examina- 
tion is  deprived  of  the  advantage  of  eifar  order. 
As  many  of  the  defects  of  the  existing  system  are 
topics  little  conntcted  with  each  othir,  so  mu^t  be 
the  parts  of  the  discussion  which  examines  tii«m. 

If  we  have  statiments  of  our  fbnigo  conimerce 
at  all,  they  should  be  both  comprebinsiveaod  ac- 
curate ;  they  should  comprebt  nd  all  facts  which 
are  really  material  for  public  uses,  and  tiiey  Khonhi 
be  true  in  all  matters  stated  as  Acts.  Pajtial 
Statements  mislead,  and  erroneous  statements  de- 
ceive. The  nature  of  the  subject  forbids  us  to  ex- 
pect entire  accuracy  in  such  ytatements.  Perfect 
accuracy  in  these  subjects  is  the  shadow,  which 
may  be  imagined,  but  cannot  be  touched ;  reason- 
able accuracy  is  the  substance,  which  may  be  seiz- 
ed and  presented  in  its  just  diroen»ions^  Minutt 
precision  is  not  attainable,  and,  were  it  attainaWe, 
it  would  be  without  practical  uses ;  but  reasonafatc 
accuracy  is  sufficient  for  all  practical  uses,  aad 
reasonable  accuracy  is  both  necessary  and  attaina- 
ble. Official  statements  will  be  taken  for  correct 
statements,  and  will  be  the  foundation  both  of  pri- 
vate reasonings  and  public  measures.  It  may  bt 
better  to  have  no  official  statements  of  foreign 
commerce  than  to  have  statements  which  are la 
any  d^^ee  defective  or  erroneous. 

According  to  the  pnetding  vitws,  a  comf'eta 
syiitem  for  statistical  accounts  of  our  ibretgir  onm- 
merce  should  einbiaee  statements  of  Cb«se  fsct^: 
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1 .  AH  our  exports. 

2.  AH  our  imports. 

S.  All  the  navigation  employed  in  our  trade 
with  the  rest  of  the  world. 

And  these  ^neral  heads  should  be  stated  in  such 
details  and  divisions  as  to  exhibit  the  following 
facts: 

1st.  The  kinds,  quantities,  and  values  of  exports 
and  import^. 

2d.  The  exports  to  every  particular  country. 

3d.  The  imports  from  every  particular  country. 

4th.  All  the  navigation  empk*yed  in  our  trade 
irith  each  foreign  country,  distinguishing  our  own 
navigation  from  that  of  foreign  nations. 

The  actual  state  of  our  trade  with  every  particu- 
lar foreign  country  would  then  appear  distinctly ; 
and  Che  state  of  our  foreign  commerce  would  renult 
from  the  several  parts  oi  the  whole  subject.  Such 
atalements  would  exhibit  each  branch  of  our  foreign 
trade  as  one  entire  subject,  both  in  respect  to  com- 
merce and  navigation ;  and  the  aggregate  of  all 
the  particular  branches  of  trade  would  exhibit  the 
tra«?  iftate  of  our  intercourse  with  all  the  world. 

But,  as  much  of  this  information  is  now  afforded 
by  the  existing  system,  the  particular  amendments 
which  are  requisite  to  supply  the  defects  of  the 
present  system  are  these : 

1.  That  the  accounts  of  exports  furnished  at  the 
time  o£  exportation,  and  the  destinations  of  the 
exports,  should  be  stated  aud  verified,  not  only  by 
tJhe  master  of  the  vessel,  but  also  by  the  owner  or 
exporter  of  the  articles. 

2.  That  imports  free  from  duty  should  be  ascer- 
tained and  valued. 

3.  That  imports  subject  to  specific  duties  should 
be  valued. 

4.  That  certain  of  the  moat  considerable  parts 
of  the  imports  which  pay  duty  on  the  value  should 
be  stated  bv  their  kinds  and  quantities  as  wtll  as 
by  their  values. 

5.  That  ail  the  imports  should  be  valued  at  their 
foreign  cost. 

6.  That  the  national  characters  and  tonnage  of 
ail  vessels  departing  from  the  United  States  should 
be  ascertained  and  stated. 

7.  That  the  national  characters  and  tonnage  of 
vessels,  both  departing  and  arrivin^^  in  the  trade 
with  each  of  the  foreign  countries  with  which  our 
commerce  is  considerable,  should  be  separately 
stated. 

8.  That  all  the^e  facts  should  be  pro|)erly  com- 
bined with  those  which  are  now  ascertained ;  and 
that  the  whole  should  be  digested  in  suitable  forms 
into  annual  statements;  and 

9.  That  a  general  and  permanent  system,  pro- 
viding for  the  attainment  of  the  objects  here  pro- 
posed, should  be  established  by  law. 

A  bill  embracing  the  provisions  which  are  here 
recommended  is  now  submitted. 

Statistical  accounts  of  foreign  commerce  are 
irxiportant,  from  the  piculiar  nature  of  intercourse 
between  independent  nations.  Commprcc  b  tween 
nations  depends  upon  both  parties,  upon  compacts 
between  both,  upon  regulations  which  either  or 
both  may  establish,  aud  upon  all  the  measures 
vrb tch  the  policy,  the  pleasure,  or  the  passion  of 


rulers  may  lead  them  to  adopt  in  respect  to  inters 
course  with  other  nations.  Though  the  interests 
of  all  nations  would  be  best  promoted  by  allowing 
to  commerce  bi'twet  n  them  the  full  freedom  which 
19  allowed  to  the  commerce  of  persons  in  the  same 
society,  it  is  vain  to  expect  that  this  theory  will 
ever  be  generally  adopted  and  carried  into  prac- 
tice. While  Governments,  seeking  to  obtain  su- 
perior or  exclusive  advantages,  will  regulate  and 
restrain  foreign  commerce,  the  Governments  of 
other  nations  affected  by  such  measures,  even  if 
they  feel  not  the  like  motives,  roust  assert  their 
equal  rights  and  protect  their  own  interests.  If 
there  were  no  other  cause  of  obstruction^  the  neces- 
sity of  revenue,  and  the  facility  of  obtaining  reve- 
nue, by  taxes  levied  throngh  the  medium  of  foreign 
commerce,  will  always  l^  a  creat  impediment  to 
the  natural  freedom  of  trade  between  nations. 
Our  system  is,  to  a  great  extent,  that  of  open  and 
free  commerce  with  all  the  world ;  but,  in  some  of 
the  most  important  branches  of  our  foreign  com- 
merce, we  are  met  by  foreig[n  prohibitions,  restric- 
tions, and  regulations,  which  deprire  us  of  our 
just  share  of  the  benefits  of  mutual  intercourse 
We  are  therefore  compelled  to  seek  relief  from  the 
effects  of  such  foreign  systems  by  treaties,  or  to 
counteract  them  by  our  own  regulations.  Hence  a 
knowledge  of  the  actual  state  of  our  trade  with 
particular  countries  is  exceedingly  important.  It 
I  IS  with  particular  Governments,  and  concerning 
I  particuhir  branches  of  trade,  that  these  collisions 
take  place.  The  commercial  regulations  of  any 
country  may  be  known,  but  such  regulations  afford 
no  information  of  the  state  and  extent  of  the  trade 
to  which  they  are  applicable.  The  effects  of  such 
regulations  cannot  he  justly  comprehended  with- 
out a  knowledge  of  the  facts  upon  which  those 
regulations  operate. 

I  Our  foreign  commerce  is  the  means  of  veading 
I  our  surplus  products,  which  are  great  and  valua- 
Ll<>,  and  the  means  of  procuring  the  products  of 
oth  r  countries,  which  we  desire  for  our  consump- 
tion. It  is  a  great  source  of  wealth  from  the 
profits  of  trade  and  the  employment  of  navigation, 
I  and  it  affords  the  means  ol  great  naval  power.  It 
is  the  principal  source  of  revenue ;  it  is  at  the  same 
time  a  great  impediment  to  the  progress  of  our 
own  manufactures;  and  it  holds  us  in  a  certain 
degree  of  dependence  upon  foreign  nations  for  the 
suppl y  of  ou r  own  wa n ts.  S hall  our  foreign  com- 
merce be  cherished  for  the  sake  of  wealth,  naval 
power, and  revenue;  or  shall  it  be  restrained  to  pro- 
mote domestic  manufactures;  to  render  ourselves 
essentially  independent  of  the  rest  of  the  world  fi>r 
the  supply  of  our  own  wants ;  and  to  avoid  the  col- 
lisions to  which  foreign  commerce  is  exposed  from 
i  the  ambition,  rapacity,  and  wars,  of  other  nations? 
;  These  are  all  great  questions  of  national  policy ; 
I  and  they  present,  to  a  certain  extent,  a  conflict  of 
opposing  considerations.  It  is  not  the  purpose  of  this 
report  to  discuss  these  questions.  Whatever  views 
may  be  taken  of  them  by  some,  and  whatever  may 
be  the  opinions  entertamed  concerning  them  by 
others,  the  knowledgeof  the  facts  from  which  these 
questions  arise  Ls  equally  necessary  and  important 
to  alL     The  facti  which  compose  our  foreign 
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commerce  must  be  the  foundation  of  all  reafionings 
^nd  all  conclusions  concerning  these  questions. 
The  present  purpose  is  to  provide  authentic  infor- 
mation of  these  facU.  As  our  foreign  commerce 
produces  directly  or  indirectly  most  important 
effects  upon  all  interests  and  classes  of  the  nation, 
all  are  interested  in  that  commerce ;  all  are  enti- 
tled to  speculate  and  form  opinions  upon  these  ques* 
tions ;  and  every  interest  is  entitled  to  a  just  pro- 
tection from  the  Qovernment  of  the  whole.  The 
Goyernment  has  not  only  to  judee,  but  to  decide. 
Its  decisions  produce  effects  wnich  are  felt  in 
every  branch  of  puUic  and  private  concerns.  It  is 
the  common  interest  of  all  that  our  foreign  com- 
merce should  be  thoroughly  known  ai)d  under- 
stood. If  our  foreign  c<»nmerce  were,  and  could 
continue  to  be,  perfectly  free,  it  would  still  fluc- 
tuate with  all  the  varying  circumstances  of  the 
world ;  and  information  of  its  actual  state,  from 
time  to  time,  would  be  highly  interesting.  But 
oujr  foreign  commerce  will  always  be  the  subject 
of  much  legislation  and  many  practical  qi^asures. 
The  grea^  questions  and  interests  which  are  in- 
volved in  our  foreign  commerce  mi^st  always  be  a 
principal  subject  oft^e  deliberations  and  measures 
of  the  National  (government.  The  first  requisite 
to  wisp  legislation  and  judicious  measures  upon 
this  subjeQt  must  be  the  knowledge  of  the  facts 
which  constitute  the  subject  itself. 

Our  foreign  commerce  is  very  great,  and  greater 
than  that  of  any  other  nation,  excepting  one. 
This  is  not  the  place  to  discuss  tne  importance  of 
our  external  commerce,  or  to  trace  its  connexion 
with  our  internal  concerns.  It  exists,  and  it  is 
closely  interwoven  with  all  the  great  interestB  of 
the  nation.  In  whatever  view  it  is  considered*  it 
is  a  subject  of  the  highest  moment.  That  the  facts 
which  compose  this  great  subject  should  be  known, 
will  hardly  be  disputed,  without  them,  the  sub- 
ject itself  cannot  be  understood,  nor  can  the  in- 
terests of  the  nation  receive  a  judicious  cam.  The 
power  to  regulate  and  protect  our  commerce  with 
foreign  nations  is  confided  to  this  Go  vemmen  t.  It 
belong  to  the  same  Government  to  provide  au- 
tkenttc  information  of  the  state  of  that  commerce. 
Let  the  facts,  as  thev  take  place,  beaacertained 
and  made  public  to  alt  They  deserve  the  atten- 
tion of  all,  but  more  especially  the  constant  and 
watchful  attention  of  legislators  and  statesmen. 


HORaSS  LOdT  IN  THB  SEMINOLS  WAR. 


[Commttnicated  to  the  House,  March  14, 1820.] 

Mr  WiLUAMB,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  hill 
from  the  Senate  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  the  officers  and  volunteers  engaged  in  the 
late  camoaign  against  the  Seminole  Indians," 
submitted  to  thellouse  the  following  report : 

The  discussion  of  thejprinciples  involved  in  this 
bill  at  an  early  period  ofthe  session  supersedes  the 


necessity  for  any  very  detailed  remarks ;  tkc 
mittee,  therefore,  merely  suggest,  with  as  mu^ 
brevity  as  possible,  the  reasons  which  have  induced 
them  to  recommend  its  indefinite  postponement. 

The  bill  presunposeM  a  liability  in  the  United 
States  to  pay  for  horsey  which  the  cooomittee  are 
unwilling  to  acknowledge.  The  loss  of  bofses  for 
want  of  toiage  was  one  of  the  ooatiDgeocies  to  be 
apprehended  at  the  time  they  entered  the  service. 
In  every  country,  in  thoae  best  culiiTated  and  most 
highly  p(^m]^ated,  a  scarcity  of  food,  both  for  mac 
and  beast,  will  sometimes  be  experienced.  It  is 
an  accident  or  privation  incident  to  the  very  eon* 
dition  of  war.  What,  then,  must  !».▼€  been  the 
mutual  understanding  of  the  parties  wlie»  the  per- 
sons foe  whom  the  hill  provides  engaged  in  the 
service  of  Government  1  Th^  act  of  Congress  as* 
sured  them  they  would  be  allowed  forty  cents  a 
day  for  the  use  and  risk  of  their  hones.  This  sub 
they  are  entitled  to  claim,  and,  perkapsi  in  every 
instance,  have  already  received* 

The  act  further  assured  thera  they  would  he 
supplied  with  forage;  but  this,  like  eroy  other 
promise,  cannot  be  understood  as  obliging  Gov- 
ernment to  act  beyond  the  boundaries  of  reason 
and  probability.  It  has  been  alreadjr  stated  that 
the  want  of  fora^  is  one  of  the  contingencies  to 
be  apprehended  m  every  country  where  military 
service  is  to  be  performed ;  if  this  be  tme  ia  gen- 
eral, how  much  more  so  is  it  in  regard  to  the  par- 
ticular country  in  which  the  Tennessee  volanteers 
engaged  to  serve  ?  It  is  unreasonable  to  suppose 
that  Qovernment  could  promise  to  sapp/y  them  at 
all  times  with  sufficient  forage  in  a  wild^n&inhab- 
ited,  and  uncultivated  country,  when  it  is  well 
known  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  execute  a 
similar  promise  in  those  districts  of  countiy  where 
agriculture  obtains  in  tiie  highest  perleetioB.  The 
act  of  Congress  must,  therefore,  be  nndostood  to 
mean  that,  as  far  as  it  was  practicable,  or  even 
possible,  for  Government  to  supply  forage,  itshoaid 
oedone ;  not  that  it  should  be  done  at  ail  hsx^rdsy 
in  defiance  of  ev^ry  accident  or  the  most  uncon- 
trollable events. 

The  committee  cannot  judge  of  this  pnaciple 
assumed  in  the  bill  by  any  other  rule.  For  whose 
benefit,  let  it  be  asked,  was  it  that  forage  should 
be  furnished  1  Certainly,  for  the  dovemment  It 
follows,  then,  that,  from  a  regard  to  its  own  inter- 
est. Government  would  have  supplied  foiage  when- 
ever it  was  praqticable ;  but  to  require  payment 
now  for  losses  occasioned  by  the  want  of  it,  goes 
to  charge  Government  with  culpable  negligence : 
with  having  failed  to  perform  its  duty  to  itself. 
Such^  allegations  cannot  be  supported  either  in 
principle,  or  by  the  facts  which  exist  in  the  case. 
The  letters  from  Dr.  Bronaugh  and  Colonel  GiV 
son,  submitted  to  the  committee  with  the  bill, 
prove  clearly  that  there  was  no  negligence  on  the 
part  of  G^ovemment ;  that  no  exertions,  bovrcvei 
ereat,  could  have  procured  the  necessary  suppliesr 
Will  it  then  be  said  that  Government  should  he 
required  to  perform  impossibilities,  or  proride 
against  events  which  the  parties  must  be  supposed 
to  have  included  in  the  conditions  of  their  con- 
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act  ?  For  thoe  reasons,  the  committee  object  to 
le  principle  assumed  in  the  bill,  and  deny  anv 
ability  in  Government  to  pay  for  horses  whicn 
\ed  in  the  Seminole  camfMiign  for  want  of 
irage. 

The  bill  farther  provides  that,  when  owners 
rere  dismounted  in  battle,  and  the  horses  escaped, 
ay  ment  shall  also  be  made.  The  committee  think 
lis  is  another  of  those  risks  anticipated  and  under- 
tood  by  the  parties,  and  covered  by  the  allowance 
f  forty  cents  per  day.  It  cannot  be  pretended  that 
rovernment  engaged  that  the  riders  should  always 
smain  on  horseback,  notwithstanding  the  inci- 
eats  of  any  particular  battle,  or  the  general  ser- 
ice  of  the  campaign,  should  require  them  to  be 
ismounted.  Tne  mounted  eunmen^  on  the  other 
laod,  must  be  supposed  to  have  stipulated  that, 
ither  on  horseback  or  on  foot,  thev  would  engage 
he  enemy;  that  they  would  fight  in  any  way 
»ointed  out  by  their  commander ;  and  if,  m  ren- 
lering  obedience  to  orders,  their  horses  should  be 
osX^  the  loss  was  to  be  considered  only  as  a  usual 
nd  customary  result  from  the  service  in  which 
hey  had  stipulated  to  engage. 

The  policy  of  the  measure  is  likewise  very  oh- 
ectionable.  Government  cannot  insure  property 
hus  engaged  in  the  public  service.  Volunteers, 
noun  ted  gunmen,  and  every  other  species  of  troops, 
vould  become  negligent  in  taking  care  of  their 
torses,  if  it  be  once  understood  that  they  are  to 
>e  paid  for  them  when  lost.  It  would,  indeed,  be 
he  interest  of  owners  to  preserve  them  till  near  the 
;lose  of  a  campaign,  receiving  forty  cents  a  day 
or  the  use  and  risk,  and  then,  just  before  quitting 
he  service,  let  them  die  by  neglect,  even  when 
brage  was  plenty,  or  destroy  them  by  hard  treat- 
nent.  The  policy  of  giving  forty  cents  a  day  con- 
ists  in  this:  that,  while  owners  are  allowcxl  rea- 
onable  compensation,  they  also  have  an  induce- 
nent  sufficiently  strong  to  take  care  of  their  horses. 
3ut  this  inducement  would  lose  all  its  force  and 
iflfect  \i  the  horses  are  to  be  paid  for  when  lost.  If 
brty  cents  is  not  adequate  compensation,  Congress 
hould  augment  it  to  sixty,  eighty,  or  a  hundred 
:ents,  rather  than  pass  laws  holding  out  induce- 
nents  to  owners  to  neglect  or  destroy  their  prop- 
erty. 

Experience  forbids  the  passage  of  the  bill.  The 
Lct  ol  the  9th  of  April,  1816,  commonly  called  the 
'  claims  law,"  the  Canadian  volunteer  act,  and 
he  late  act  granting  pensipnp  to  those  who  per- 
brmed  service  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  have  all 
leen  productive  of  serious  mischief.  Th^v  have 
opened  the  door  for  immorahties  so  great,  that  the 
omioittee  will  forbear  to  name  them  more  specifi- 
ally.  It  is  believed  no  law  of  the  kind  could  be 
o  guarded  in  its  provisions  as  not  to  be  evaded  in 
»ractice;  and,  it  not  absolutely  required  by  the 
iemands  of  justice,  it  should  never  be  proposed. 

Insurmountable  difficulties  are  to  be  seen  in  ad- 
ainistering  the  law.  Who  can  tell  whether  a 
lorse  died  for  the  want  of  fora^^e,  on  accoont  of 
isease,  or  from  the  nefflect  and  uattentioa  of  the 
•wner  ?  The  only  rtsk  assumed  by  Goveniment 
ft  the  act  under  which  these  troops  were  called 
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into  service  is,  that  if  a  horse  be  killed  in  battle, 
then  the  owner  must  be  paid.  The  cause  of  this 
loss  can  be  distinctly  and  definitely  known,  and 
therefore  Government  may  safely  assume  the  re- 
sponsibility. But  the  total  negation  of  all  other 
risks  on  the  part  of  Government  proves  clearly  that 
the  framers  of  the  law  conceived  it  would  l)e  bad 
policy  to  take  upon  themselves  responsibility  for 
losses,  the  cause  of  which  could  not  be  known, 
and  tvhich,  perhaps^  if  properly  understood,  would, 
in  nine  cases  out  ot  ten,  be  found  to  exbt  with  the 
owner  rather  than  with  Government. 

The  injuries  sustained  by  the  claimants  are  de- 
pended on  as  a  reason  to  induce  the  passage  of  a 
law  for  their  relief.  But  the  committee  think  no 
injuries  have  been  sustained.  Information  has 
been  received  from  the  Second  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  by  which  it  appears  that 
the  rolls  of  four  companies  have  reacned  that  of- 
fice ;  that  the  officers,  non-commissioned  officers, 
musicians,  and  privates,  have  received  each  forty 
cents  a  day  for  the  use  and  risk  of  their  horses, 
arms,  and  accoutrements,  from  the  commence- 
ment to  the  termination  of  their  services.  The 
committee,  therefore,  feel  authorized  to  state  that 
the  same  rule  was  adopted  in  making  payment  to 
all  the  troops  for  whom  it  is  intended  to  pro* 
vide. 

K  then,  ahorse  died,when  only  one-third  or  one* 
half  the  campai^  had  expired,  the  owner  received 
pay  for  him  after  his  death,  at  the  rate  of  forty 
cents  a  day.  Without  noticing  the  impropriety  of 
paying  for  the  use  and  risk  of  a  horse  after  he  was 
dead,  the  comniittee  would  remark  that,  under  the 
operation  of  this  rule,  the  owners  of  horses  have 
received  a  sum  fully  c^ual  to  their  average  value, 
and,  in  most  cases,  perhaps,  greatly  beyond  it. 
There  is,  then,  no  real  cause  of  complaint  Had 
Grovernment  purchased  the  horses  before  they  en* 
tered  the  service,  the  situation  of  the  owners  could 
have  been  no  better  than  it  now  is ;  and  surely 
there  is  not  the  least  imaginable  cause  of  com- 
plaint, provided  they  are  placed  on  no  worse  foot- 
mg  than  they  would  have  been  if  their  property 
had  been  purchased.  At  all  events,  if  Congress 
should  pass  the  bill,  the  committee  would  recom- 
mend that  forty  cents  a  day  for  the  use  and  risk 
should  be  deducted  from  the  time  of  the  death  of 
any  horse.  The  bill  itself  presupposes  and  admits 
the  fact  that  the  horses  died  during  the  campaign, 
and,  consequently,  before  the  end  of  the  cam- 
paign. But  it  appears  the  owners  have  received 
Eay  up  to  the  end  of  the  campaijgn,  and  therefore 
ave  been  paid  for  the  use  and  risk  of  their  horses 
afWr  they  had  died.  The  committee  have  never 
before  been  made  acquainted  with  any  prinei|de 
which  would  sanction  the  propriety  of  paying  for 
the  use  and  risk  of  property  when  that  property 
did  not  exist,  could  not  be  used,  and  was  at  no  risk ; 
all  of  which  must  have  happened  in  the  present 
case.  It  seems,  indeed,  that  the  claim  of  Govern- 
ment against  these  individuals  is  much  more  just 
than  their  claim  against  Government.  The  com- 
mittee recommend  that  the  bill  be  indefinitely  posl^ 
Iponed. 


2631 


APFERDDL 


2532 


DiBcnmimafwst  DMff  o»  Amtrkam  PfodwU. 


DBMJRUilNATINO  DUTIB8   ON    AMERICAN 

PRODUCTS. 

[Gotomonieated  to  the  House,  Deeember  27,  1819.] 

To  the  Senate  and  Howe  of  RepretentativeM  of  the 
VniUd  Slatea  of  America  m  Congreu  assembUd,' 

The  memorial  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
the  citf  of  New  York  respectiuUy  5howeth,  that 
your  memorialists  have  witnessed,  with  feekags 
of  deep  coDcem,  the  conseauences  resulting  to  the 
shipping  interest  of  the  United  States  from  the 
discrimmatlng  duties  established  in  France  on  the 
staple  products  of  this  country. 

At  tb&  period  of  their  imposition,  and  for  a  con- 
siderable time  subsequent  to  the  late  war  in  Bu- 
rope,  the  trade  carried  on  by  French  vessels  with 
the  United  States  was  chiefly  confined  to  New  Or- 
leans and  other  Southern  ports,  whose  productions 
con.<tituted  the  principal  exports  from  this  coun- 
try to  France,  wiiikt  their  interest  in  shipping  is 
rery  limited;  so  that  the  effects  of  the  enormous 
discrimmating  duties,  payable  on  the  importations 
into  France  of  cotton  and  tobacco,  in  transferring 
to  French  vessels  the  carrying  trade  to  that  couu- 
t^y,  were  not  immediately  perceived  or  felt  by  the 
ship  owners  or  merchants  in  this  quarter  of  the 
Union,  fiut  the  severe  losses  sustained  by  those 
who  employed  our  vessels  in  that  trade  have  since 
M  to  an  investigation  of  their  caoses,  and  created 
ft  universal  feeling  of  the  injury  and  injuarlice  to 
vAkich  our  flag  is  sabjected. 

In  giving  to  this  subject  the  attention  which  its 
inportance  demands,  your  memorialibts  find  that 
tlM  foreign  tonnage  duty  and  light  money  payaMc 
in  the  United  States  are  very  nearly  equal  to  the 
ibveign  tonnage  duty  and  port  charges  in  France^ 
aAid  may  thernbre  be  considered  as  regulated  upoa 
th0  principle  of  a  just  and  fair  reciprocity;  wnile 
the  diseriminating  duties  imposed  on  the  importa^ 
tion  of  merchandise  operate  on  the  shipping  inter- 
ests of  the  two  countries  in  a  manner  altogether 
ditpropertionate  and  unequal. 

The  foreign  or  discriminating  daties  paid  by 
American  veissels  importing  the  following  anicles 
into  Fratioe  are,  one  and  one-ha4f  cent  per  pbAtfd 
(Freneh  weight)  on  cotton ;  one  attd  one-eigfacb 
on  tob»eco,'and  fifty-live  per  one  hundred  pounds 
oa  potashes';  which  extra  duties  exteed  th^  w4K>le 
fi^g^t  now  paid  for  the  transportation  of  those 
anioles  from  the  United  States,  w4ieihf(r  in  French 
ov  in  Anierican  bottoms. 

The  present  rate^  of  fteigtit  ia  Fretoch  vesitels 
are  aboot  one  and  ooe-eighui  cent  per  pound  foi 
OMton ;  thre^ourths  for  tobacco,  and  one-half  fbv 
pbtathes;  and,  in  American  vessels,  about  one^ 
tUrd  bebw  theae  rates-^-making  the  diflerenoeof 
dttty  by  a  Freaeh  vessel  exceed  the  gross  amount 
of  freight,  by  an  Amerioan  vessd,  at  least  on«- 
third. 

To  form  an  estimate  of  the  practical  result  of 
these  regulations,  it  will  be  assumed  that  a  vessel 
of  300  reffister  tons  burden  will  carry  560,000 
pounds  weight  of  tobacco,  the  difference  of  doty  on 
which,  at  one  and  one^ighth  cent  per  pound, 
would  be  (6,300,  which  is  equivalent  to  ffiil  per 


regster  ton ;  or,  ia  a  vosel  of  the  omc  dcscnpbn 
carrying  360,000  pounds  weicht  of  cotton  M 
2dO,60O  pounds  weight  of  potashes— 
The  diflerence  of  duty,  estimated  at  ose 

and  one-half  cent  on  the  cotton,  is  -  $4^ 
And  that  on  the  potashes,  at  55  cents  per 

100  pounds,  is lilO 

WouW  be,  together  -  -  -  -J5.410 
which  is  equivalent  to  fjflB  per  register  too. 

The  discriminating  duties  chargtnUe  on  the 
three  articles  above  enumerated,  wbidi  constitute 
the  bulk  of  our  exports  to  France,  form  u  aggre- 
gate much  fireater  than  the  foreign  duty  of  un  per 
cent  payable  ia  the  United  States  would  am^iot 
to,  if  calculated  on  the  whole  importatioDs  (nsm 
France;  and  the  experience  of  the  last  two  vtw 
confirms  what  indeed  is  sufficiently  obviotts  from 
the  preceding  statement,  that  a  perserersDce  in  tbe 
present  reguUtions  of  our  intercourse  with  Fraoo 
must  operate  to  exclude  American  vessels  frooiai! 
participation  in  the  carrying  trade  cooBKted 
with  it. 

Your  memorialists,  in  earnestly  soliciting  tbsi 
the  attention  of  your  honorable  body  may  be  «&• 
gag^  in  devising  some  remedy  for  ao  erll  so  seri* 
oos  and  alarming,  heg  leave  to  suggest  their  coo- 
viction  of  the  utter  inefficacy  wany  sy^tproof 
countervailing  discriminating  duties  to  be  lenc^ 
on  the  importations  into  the  United  Stairs  of 
French  merchandise,  inasmuch  as  tiie  8nicl« 
which  would  be  the  necessary  obucts  of  soch  ila- 
ties  bear  no  proportion  in  their  bulk  aod  in  che 
price  of  their  transportation  to  thsK  ▼feJch  forai 
our  exports  to  France.  And  the  cown*  of  we 
colonial  trade,  moreever,  enables  Frewhvejsws 
to  avoid  the  inconveniences  of  perfbrmmg  iM 
voyage  across  the  Atlantic  in  ballast,  by  ukioga 
freight  from  the  ports  of  France  to  those  of  lier 
colonies,  and  then  turning  their  course  advaata- 
geousiy  to  our  ports,  either  in  baliasi  or  with  cclo- 
nial  produce:  while  our  vessels  generally  rewni 
direbt  from  France  in  ballast,  or  only  with  incon- 
siderable ladings.  . 

To  exhibit  in  iti  proper  li^t  the  imporiance  o! 
the  subject  undi^r  consideration,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary not  only  to  adveft  to  the  actual  amount  o! 
tonnage  employed  in  the  transportation  of  oor  pro- 
duce to  France,  ccifiipered  with  tleagp^^^^^' 
nage  employed  in  foreigu  tradd  8enefally,wV»^* 
to  take  into  vie^j^  their  ftilure  reJatiT*  pfop?""^ 
when  our  trttde  to  Fraofce  shiill  hate  received  au 
the  extension  of  winch  it  issuseeptiU^  hy  tkefro- 
gr^BsivtiilcreAse  in  the  Cttkfva  lion  of  ow  Soo"^ 
em  prbduets,^  and  When  our  shlpprg  *bal!  w« 
experienced-  the  reduetidnit  isf  to  sufler  by  the^- 
fects  of  the  farther  developffleiit  of  the  actual  s(a»f 

of  our  foreign  cdmtnercie.  .    .,  ,. 

It  would  be  superihiouti  to  enWr  iirto  dm^^ 
shdw  howexlensfvely,  and  akaost  entirvlv,  aH  "' 
sources  of  that  ooBBseitee  are  ciicoft  !<  >^J' '  / 
mentaUe  fact,  that  moref  than  hAlf  the  imfflW  ^ 
vesteU  iatelymrrtved  m  this  from  foreign  porBi^ 
dismantled,  iinm  the  ahsoiule  ahaeoce  of  aof^ 

vaafageoos  object  of  eemneidaft  P°>^/^  ..». 
thih  stale  of  aomrneree  sedDi  the  naiBW  a<>  ° 
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tessaiy  restih  of  the  new*  order  of  things  which 
las  prevailed  since  the  pacificatidn  of  Btirope. 
livery  restraint  that  lately'  shackled  the'  nariga^ 
ion  of  the  principfltl  maritime  nations  of  Eitrope 
las  been  remored,  whilst  the  general*  trade  and 
lavigation  of  those  States  are,  at  the  same  time, 
egulafed  with  a  studioos  regard  to  the  interests 
»f  their  own  subjects;  so  that  the  United  States 
lave  not  only  ceased  to  be  the  carriers  for  ESorope, 
)ut  are  deprived  of  the  means  of  entering  into  a 
air  competition  in  the  transportation  to  foreign 
tduntries  of  the  j^incrpal  products  of  their  own 
oil. 

It  would.seem  obviotis  that,  during  the  contin- 
lance  of  a  state  of  peace  in  Europe,  the  great  eie- 
nents  of  our  cotnineree  in*  that  quarter  of  the 
^k>be  will  b^  confined  to  the  exchange  of  our  pro- 
tiKts  for  such  aif ides  of  foreign- production  as 
nay  be  requhred  for  hbm6  consumption. 

The  quantity  of  American  cotton,  tobaeco,  ppi- 
shefi/aiid  oth^r  staple:^  now  consumed  in  France, 
lannot  be  correctly  stated  by  your  memorialbts, 
>ut  they  presume  it  to  be  equal  to  a  fourth  of  the 
vhde  qut^ntity  exported  to  Europe.  The  aggre- 
pte  tonnage  employed  last  year  in  the  direct  trade 
'rota  the  Ukited  States  to  rrance  is  estimated  at 
ifty  thodsand  tons;  in  addition  to  which,  an  in- 
lirect  trade'  of  con&iderabfe  extent  has  beeb  car- 
ied  on  through  the  circuitous  channel  of  Eng- 
and.  (The  saving  on  the  duties  by  resbippiog 
)ar  cotton  and  tobacco  thence  to  France  in  French 
ressels,  instead  of  shipping  them  direct  from  the 
Joited  States  in  American  vessels,  being  more 
han  equivalent  to  the  extra  freight  and  charges 
ittending  the  additional  voyage.) 

If  we  limit  our  views  of  this  carrying  trade  to 
he  employment  of  50,000  tons  of  shipping,  the 
reight  oiit  and  home,  calculated  at  $20  i>er  ton, 
imounts  to  $1,000,000 ;  which  sum,  if  gained  bv 
)ur  vessels,  might  justly  be  considered  as  so  mucn 
capital  added  annually  to  the  stock  of  national 
vcalth. 

However  small  the  net  profit  may  be  to  the 
•hip  owners  on  this  amount  of  freight,  the  dis- 
>ursements  for  the  equipment,  and  the  wazes  for 
he  navigation  of  the  vessels,  would  be  left  at 
lome:  and,  together  with  the  employment  it 
^oufdre^Aireofso  large  a  body  of  feeamen,  would ' 
natetialiy  Conduce  td  create  and  m^itotain  the  ele- 
nen  ts  nee\^ssary  to  advance  our  commercial  add 
laval  interests. 

The  act  of  Congress  offering  to  foreifirn  nations 
he  means  of  a  free  intercourse  with  this  country, 
>n  terms  of  perfect  reciprocity,  has  not,  as  is  be- 
ieved  by  your  memorialists,  lieen  found  as  bene- 
ieJal  in  its  operation  as  was  justly  to  have  beexr 
xpected; 

Those  nations  whose  acceptance  of  the  invita- 
Lotr  it  held  forth  might  subserve  the  vieWs  and 
iiterests  of  the  United  States  are  found  to  remain 
assTve ;  while  Hdlland,  Sweden,  Prussia,  and  the 
lanseatic  Towns,  adopting  the  principle  of  re- 
iprocity^  secure  to  themselves  an  important  ex- 
mption  in  our  ports,  without  affording  any  pfivi- 
!ge  ia  theirs  not  before  enjoyed  by  the  United 


States,  and,  in  fiict,  grattiitbtisly  granted  to  every 
other  nation; 

Until  lately  We  found  some  advantages  in  our' 
commercial  relations  with  the  possessions  of  the' 
King  of  the  PTetlterlands  by  participating  in  the 
trade  to  the  colony  of  Java^  but  now,  heavy  dis- 
criminating duties  are  laid'  to  confine  all  the  ad- 
vantages of  that  trade  to  Dutch  vessels.  Your 
niiemoriialists  do' not  notice  this  circumstance' as 
requiring  the  applicA'tion  of  any  remedies  within 
the  purview  of  this  memorial,  but  to  sbovi^'the 
progressive  extension  on  the  part  of  the  European 
rowers  of  a  system  of  absolute  colonial  monopoly,* 
and  td  evince  the  necessity  of  devising  means  to* 
counteract  the  growth  ot  thait  system'  by  some 
vifforbus- effort  on  the  paK  of  our  Q6vemment 

Louisiana  was  acquired  by  the  United  States 
in  her  colonlai  state,  and  the  monopoly  of  her  ex- 
tended and  srowing  trade  would  be  more  valuable' 
than  that  or  any  twbcoloniesi  whatever;  and  the 
Ftoridas,  if  they  paissi^d  from  thefr  present  aban- 
doned iand  miserabfe  condition  td  be  integral  jiarts' 
of  the  Union,  cannot  fail,  by  the  qdickening- influ- 
ence of  our  free  institdtions;  to  open*  vast  resourced 
of  trade,  and  may  add  to  the  list  of  our  present 
exports  even  the  articles  of  su^r  and  cofibe,  hith- 
erto deemed  exclusively  colonial. 

The  liberal  policy  or  the  United  States  in  opt- 
ing to  aif  nations  a  fr^e  trade  to  the  vast  marts  of* 
their  colonial  acquisitions  ought,  it  would  seem,  to* 
entitle  them  to  some  corresponding  privileges  from 
thos6  nations,  at  least,  who  participate  largely  in 
the  benefits  of  that  trade  ^  but  no  such  reciproca-' 
tion  has  been  experienced,  nor,  as  the  restilt  of 
gratuitous  conces.Mon,  is  it  to  be  expected. 

In  reference  to  the  oppressive  discriminating" 
duties  on  the  importation  of  American  products 
into  France,  which  it  is  the  principal  object  of  the' 
pre&ent  memorial  to  bring  under  the  notice  of  Gov- 
ernment, your  memorialists  take  leave  most  re- 
sp^ctfiiliy  to  suggest  that  they  can  devise  no  expe- 
dient more  likely  to  produce  a  favorable  change 
in  the  present  system  of  the  French  Government, 
nor  better  calculated  to  enable  the  citizen^  of  the 
United  Sta:tes  successfully  to  resist  it  if  perse- ' 
vered  in,  than  the  imposition  of  a  heavy  tonnage' 
duty ;  and  at  the  sahte  time  no  measure  appears  to ' 
your  memorialists  so  consistent  with  the  general ' 
potiey  of  the  United  States. 

Referringtd  the  statement  alread)^  made,  elhlb- ' 
itrag  the  eff'ects  of  the  di.Hcriminating  duties  in 
France  on  cotton,' tobacco,  and  pota:f(nes,  consid- 
ered as  a  tonnage  duty  bn  American  ve^els,  your 
membrlalists  leave  to  the  sdperior  wisdom  of  Con-  * 
gressf  to  determine,  on  a  full  consideration  of  all ' 
the  crrbumstances  connected  with  the  case,  what 
tonna^^e  duty  should  now  be  imposed  so  as  to  make 
this  a  fair' and  effective  countervailing  measure. 

Your  memorialists,  considering  moreover  that 
some 'new  provision  is  neces<sary  in  order  to  render 
beneficially  operative  the  act  of  Congress  which 
offers  to  foreign  nations  the  means  of  commercial  ' 
intercourse  upon  the  principle  of  reciprocity,  re- 
spectfully suggest  that  this  duty  should  be  made' 
to  apply  to  air  nations'  which  shall  not  adopt  that 
principle. 
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A  fi;eneral  regalation  of  this  nature,  while  it 
would  TJolate  neither  the  letter  nor  spirit  of  our 
treaties  with  France,  appears  to  be  equally  expe- 
dient in  reference  to  other  nations. 

Spain,  for  instance,  besides  imposing,  as  is  be- 
lieved, discriminating  duties  on  the  articles  of  our 
exports  imported  into  the  mother  country,  exacts 
most  excessive  extra  duties  on  provisions  imported 
by  American  vessels  into  her  colonies.  Among 
others,  that  on  the  article  of  flour  amounts,  in 
Cuba,  to  93  37^  per  barrel.  The  regulations  of 
trade  in  the  ports  of  the  Spanish  colonies  are  such 
as  not  to  place  the  intercourse  with  them  under 
any  of  the  restrictions  contained  in  the  navigation 
act ;  and  thus,  while  this  trade  remains  open  to 
both  nations,  the  discriminating  duties  imposed 
on  those  colonies  must  operate  to  transfer  it  alto- 
gethw  to  Spanish  vessels  «s  soon  as  their  flag  can 
navigate  securely. 

Your  memorialists  are  persuaded  that  a  meas- 
ure like  the  one  proposed^  could  produce  no  inju- 
rious effects  upon  the  a^icultural  and  commercial 
interests  of  the  United  States,  by  abridging  in  for- 
eign markets  the  sale  of  their  produce. 

The  prohibitory  regulations  of  different  Govern- 
ments prove,  that  the  want  of  our  provisions  is  the 
only  security  we  now  enjoy  for  their  admission 
into  foreign  ports ;  and,  wherever  this  want  exists, 
they  will  continue  to  be  received,  direct,  or  by  in- 
termediate ports. 

The  principal  articles  exported  to  France  are  so 
essential  to  the  supply  of  her  manufactories  that 
they,  cannot  be  dispensed  with ;  so  that,  if  a  sys- 
tem of  commercial  regulations  could  be  supposed 
to  exist,  operating  to  prevent  a  direct  exportation 
of  those  articles  to  that  country,  its  whole  supplies 
of  cotton  and  tobacco  must  be  derived  through  the 
circuitous  channel  of  England,  (as  has  been  par- 
tially practised  for  the  last  two  years,)  or  through 
some  of  the  neighboring  ports  of  the  Continent ; 
and,  in  either  case,  we  should  at  least  partake  in 
the  advantages  of  their  transportation  across  the 
Atlantic. 

The  rijght  of  the  citixens  of  the  United  States 
to  participate,  on  equal  terms,  in  the  advantages 
to  oe  derived  from  their  commercial  intercourse 
with  foreign  nations,  appears  to  your  memorialists 
to  be  indisputable;  and  they[  appeal  with  confi- 
dence to  Congress  for  such  interference  on  their 
behalf  as  the  public  policy  may  justify. 

Although  it  may  oe  questionable  whether,  in  a 
case  like  the  present,  it  would  comport  with  the 
dignity  of  the  nation  to  offer  any  considerations  to 
foreign  Powers,  in  order  to  obtain  a  just  recipro- 
city of  commercial  benefits,  yet  your  memorialists 
take  leave  to  suggest  the  expediency  of  holding 
cot  to  France  some  further  encouraffements  to  the 
consumption  in  the  United  States  of  French  wines 
and  silk  manufactures. 

Encouragements  of  this  nature,  if  not  required 
as  an  inducement  to  France  to  place  the  re;gula- 
ttons  of  her  trade  with  this  country  on  a  more 
equal  and  just  footing,  may  possiblv  be  used  to 
obtain  some  relaxation  in  her  colonial  restrictions, 
and  induce  the  repeal  of  the  late  order  directed  to 
the  national  tobacco  manufactory  in  France,  which 


restricts  the  employment  of  the  forci^  growtki 
that  article  to  the  proportion  of  one-sixtE  part  fa 
five-sixth  parts  of  domestic  growth. 

It  is  true,  in  reference  to  the  article  of  viae^ 
the  duty  on  which  is  now  sufficiently  reduced,  the 
United  States  could,  in  the  way  of  indaceiDent  to 
France,  onlv  assure  to  her  the  continuaDceof  tlut 
reduction;  out,  in  regard  to  silk  maoofkctures, the 
imposition  of  additional  duties  on  the  same  arti- 
cles imported  from  China  might  be  adopted  as  a 
measure  of  reciprocal  advantage. 

It  would  certainly  be  of  great  impt^ce  to 
France  to  check  the  immense  importatioDs  fnna 
China  of  silk  goods  in  imitation  of  French  fabrics; 
and,  considering  the  beavy  drains  of  specie  bm 
the  United  States,  which  are  caused  by  the  prose- 
cution of  the  trade  to  China,  it  would  at  least  be 
equally  advantageous  to  us  10  receive  the  same  u- 
ticles  from  countries  where  they  can  be  ohtaiQed 
in  exchange  for  our  own  products. 

Your  memorialists  are  anxious  to  maiotaiD  the 
national  prosperity,  and  would  discredit  the  im- 
reasonable  clamor  of  desponding  and  emhamssed 
traders ;  but  the  foreip^n  commerce  of  this  corn- 
try,  at  the  present  period,  is  so  rapidly  declining, 
and  its  shipping  interest  so  particularly  depressed, 
that  they  feel  themselves  constrained  to  declare 
their  firm  conviction  that  both  mast  dwmdie  into 
comparative  insignificance,  unless  tbe  measares  of 
foreign  Governments  operating  to  depnre  this 
country  of  an  equitable  participation  in  the  ben^ 
fits  of  its  commercial  intercourse  with  them,  shall 
be  promptly  met  and  couuteracted. 

Under  a  deep  impression  that  the  prosperity  of 
the  nation  is  intimately  connected  with  the  pros- 
perity of  its  commerce,  and  that  the  rising  hopes 
of  its  future  naval  power  are  esseotially  dependat 
on  the  maintenance  of  its  navigation,  your  me- 
morialists have  thought  it  a  dutv  they  ove  the 
community  to  submit  these  considerations  to  the 
wisdom  of  Congress,  humbly  praying  that  they 
will  afford  such  relief  in  the  premises  as  the  nature 
of  the  case  may  require. 

WM.  BAYARD,  JM. 

John  Pintard,  Secretary, 


COUNTERVAILING  MEASURES  ^^^^^ 
THE  DISCRIMINATING  DfJTIM  W?0»fiD 
BY  FRANCE  ON  AMERICAN  PRODUCTS. 

[Commnnicated  to  the  Senate,  January  4, 1SS6.] 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  ofRepr^ 
tives  of  ike  United  States,  in  Congress  at$emm: 
The  memorial  of  the  undersigned,  captains  ot 
American  vessels  lying  in  the  port  of  New  Orleans, 
respectfully  showeth :  That  your  memonalists. 
representing  also  the  oflicers  and  seamen  of  ---- 
hundred vessels  lying  in  this  port  of  New  Or- 
leans, (which  they  are  in  the  habit  of  frequentiiJIs] 
have  experienced  for  the  last  two  years  an  alaro- 
ing  decrease  in  the  American  shipping  biw^ff 
previously  employed  in  the  trade  hence  to  F^"* 
ports.  .. 

That  the  means  of  procuring  a  comfortable  uT^ 
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ihood  from  the  profession  exercised  by  yoor  me- 
Dorialists,  being  identified  with  the  general  pro»- 
lerity  of  the  snipping  interest  of  the  Union,  im- 
loldens  them  to  set  forth  in  this  memorial  the  loss 
t  is  soffering  from  the  fatal  influence  of  the  dis- 
criminating duties  established  in  France  to  fftTor 
ts  own  vessels  in  the  exclusive  importation  there 
>f  the  great  staples  of  the  United  States,  the  pro- 
rressire  erils  of  which  influence  your  memorial- 
sts  have  painfully  witnessed  for  the  last  two  years 
D  silence,  from  the  expectation  they  (and  no  doubt 
heir  ship  owners  also;  entertained  that  a  commer- 
:ial  treaty  was  negotiating,  which,  at  least,  would 
lave  established  the  intercourse  between  France 
ind  the  United  States  on  the  same  footing  on 
xrhich  it  exists  as  regards  England  and  other  coun- 
ries  that  have  adopted  the  liberal  system  to  which 
i^ongress  has  invited  all  nations. 

Your  memorialists  propose  to  prove,  by  incon- 
estable  facts — 

That  the  difference  of  dotv  in  France  paid  by 
!lmerican  and  French  vessels  on  the  articles  of 
:otton  and  tobacco,  is  more  than  the  whole  freight 
low  paid  on  the  same  hence  to  Liveroool,  or  that 
;an  be  obtained  for  an  American  vessel  in  France. 

That  the  discriminating  duties  and  tonnage  that 
nrould  accrue  to  American  vessels  in  France,  com- 
Mired  with  the  same  that  would  apply  on  French 
ressels  in  the  United  States,  with  reference  to  the 
nrade  of  this  place,  would  be  more  than  ten  to  one. 

That,  notwithstanding  the  ten  per  cent,  addi- 
:ional  duty  paid  by  foreign  vessels,  it  is  only  on  a 
'cw  articles  of  value,  and  not  of  bulk ;  that  it  is 
(ufficient  to  give  a  preference  to  American  vessels 
:o  obtain  the  freight  of  the  imports  from  France; 
the  aggregate  importations  thence  to  this  port  by 
French  vessels,  exceeding  very  much  in  quantity 
:hat  by  Amercan  vessels. 

That  the  carrying  trade  to  France,  which  three 
fears  ago  was  altogether  in  American  vessels,  last 
fear  was  nearly  equally  divided  between  them  and 
?'rench  vessels;  and  tnat,  since  the  beginning  of 
he  year  1819,  it  has  been  carried  on  m  French 
ressels  nearly  in  the  proportion  of  four  to  one. 

To  establish  the  truth  of  these  facts,  your  me- 
morialists beg  reference  to  the  annexed  tables, 
extracted  from  the  custom-house  books  of  this  dis- 
rict,  and  certified  by  the  collector;  from  which  it 
ippears  that  the  vessels  cleared  out  hence  for 

French  ports  were,  in  1818, 

*^  Tons.  94ths. 

39  American,  aggregate  tonnage      9,134  53 
36  French,  aggregate  tonnage         7,663  63 

75  vessels,  total  aggregate  tonnage  16,688  22 

l^he  vessels  cleaied  out  and  about  loading  for 
he  same  ports,  since  1st  January  to  17th  March, 
about  two  and  a  half  months,)  m  1819: 

Tons.  94ths.  Tons.  94ths. 

)3  French.   21  cleared,  ag- 
gregate tonnage     -       -  4,945  74 
13  in  port  and  loading, 
aggregate  tonnage    -2,839  57 

.       7|785  37 


9  American.  7  cleared,  ag- 
gregate tonnage    -       -  1,750  84 
2  loading,  aggregate 
tonnage  ...     656  00 


42  total  vessels  until  the  17th 
of  March,  1819,  tonnage 


2,405  84 


10,191  37 


These  results  demonstrate  what  vour  memori- 
alists have  advanced  as  to  the  rapialy  progressive 
transfer  of  the  carrying  trade  in  cmestion  from 
American  to  Frencn  vessels ;  which,  indeed,  has 
not  become  absolute  for  the  whole,  from  the  cir* 
cumstance  that  until  now  there  have  not  been  a 
suflScient  number  of  French  vessels  to  embrace  it, 
and  that  a  few  of  our  ship-owners  have  made 
forced  operations  in  order  to  employ  their  vessels. 

By  comparing  the  dates  of  clearances  of  the 
French  vessels,  it  will  appear  that  last  year,  nnUl 
all  the  French  vessels  left  this  port,  tew  or  no 
American  vessels  were  loaded  for  France;  and 
probably  the  latter  part  of  this  year  there  will  be^ 
for  the  same  reason  of  a  want  of  French  ve«selS| 
many  Americans  employed  in  the  same  way.  But 
it  cannot  be  doubted,  with  the  advantages  the 
former  possess,  that  a  short  period  will  only  be 
necessary  for  them  to  multiply  and  entirely  destroy 
the  feeble  efforts  of  competition  that  may  be  main- 
tained by  a  few  ship-owners  that  load  their  own 
vessels,  who  must,  however,  if  they  persevere, 
eventually  terminate  it  by  ruinous  sacrifices. 

To  avoid  useless  details  and  amplifications,  your 
memorialists  have  confined  themselves  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  articles  of  cotton  and  tobacco, 
(althouffh  potashes  and  others  mi^ht  be  added,} 
to  establish  the  difference  paid  in  France  by  Ame- 
rican and  French  vessels. 

The  duty  in  France  on  cotton  is — 
On  an  American  vessel,  38/.  50c. 

per  200  lbs., (French  pounds,) 

or 3.61  cents  per  IK 

On  a  French  vessel,  22/.  00c. 

per  200  lbs.,  (French  pounds,) 

or        .....  2.06  cents  per  IK 

Difference  of  duty  on  cotton,  in 
favor  of  French  vessels,  per 
pound  -----  1.55 


The  duty  on  tobacco  ij 
In  an  American  vessel,  11/.  00c  per  200  pound% 

i  French.) 
d  10  per  cent.,  1/.  10c.  for  that  paid  on 

the  tare,  whicn  is  not  deducted  by  the  custom^ 

house  in  France,  makes  IS^.  10c  or  equal  to 

1.125  cent,  per  pound. 

Tobacco  in  a  French  vessel  is  free. 

Difierence  of  duty  on  tobacco  in  favor  of  French 
vessels,  per  pound,  1.125  cent 

It  is  to  be  remarked  that  the  tonnase  duty  paid 
by  American  vessels  in  Erance  is  4/  BOc.  per  ton. 
or  85  cents :  and  the  brokerage  for  entering  and 


or  85  cents;  and  the  brokerage 

clearing  at  the  custom-house  is  esuoiisnea  at  1 

perton,orl8|  cents;  together,  per  ton,  9l»03] 
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which  is  more  than  the  foreign  ^  tonDfifpB  .p^jd  in 
the  United  States,, at  50  cents,  and  foreign  light- 
money.  50  cents ;  together^.^l  oer  ton. 

Witnoot  taking  notice,  therefore,  in  the  follow- 
ing calculations,  of  the  tonnage  or  li^ht-monev 
paid  in  the  respective  ports,  vour  memorialists  will 
proceed  to  state  that  t)ie  freight  now. and  Ufu- 
jally  qonrent  from  this  port  to  Liverpool  is  one 
pfdnay  per  pound  on  cotton,  equal  to  1.85  cent  per 
pound. 

iXo  be  .deducted,  chfirges  .ottieiiding  ship^le^t  at 
^fi^Orkans: 

7f5  cents  per  Me  for  re-jvemig  $he  cotton. 

ld|  cents  drayage  to  the  press. 

2$   cenUxolUngajidfifQwingqn.l^Qard. 

jf^l  15}  altogether,  per  hale  .of  350  .poun(ls>.  e^oal 

"  to  0.31  .cent  .per  pound ;  net  freight  l.$4 

ce^t  ,per  pound,  (exclusive  pi  stone  |)al- 

la^i.) 

The  freight  on  .tqbacco  for  the  mme  plape  ijs.a 

^f-penny  per.  pound,. equal  to  0.93  cent. 

iTo  be  deduq^d,  rolling  and  stowing  on  .board, 
ft  75  cents  per  hogshead  of  lySOO  pounds,  net  per 
jppynd  0.6  cent;  net  freight  per  pound  0.86  cent. 

Applying  ihesecja^, to  shipfif^ent  by  ie^n  ^meii- 
.<j^n  vessel  of— 
j^  tpns  cotton,  or  179,800  pounds,  the  freu;ht,.at 
1.^  cent  would  be     -       -       - ,  ^l2^dB,  68 
,i^  tgns  tobacco,  or  Z^^XK>  ppun<j^, 
the  freiigbt,,fii  OJ^ipent,  would  1^ 


^10  toAs  to^l  iieight  ^would  he 

T^e  diffei^ce  of  duty  on  179;3Qp 
ipq^nds  cptjion,  at  l^  cent,  i^vould 
.%e         -       -   '    -       -  $8,777^9 

The  difference  of  duty  on 
291,800  pounds  tobacco, 
at  1.85  cent  would  be    -     3,87j6  iOO 


.2^  38 
5,^,^00 


TBot^X  differe|i^e  of  duty 


6,053  69 


Making  the  difference  of  duty  .^ore 
I  thftn  freight  by       -        -       -       -     $789  69 

And  supposing  it  woi^d  r^^ire  a  vessel  of  3|9P 
rwater  tons  burden  to  carry  the  810  tons  we^ht 
ofootton  and  tobacco,  it  would  make  the  savjmg 
of  duty  of  $6,053  69  to  a  French  vessel,  amount- 
iBff  to  more  than  twenty  dollars  per  ton. 

It  now  remains  to  be  cpnsidered  how .  far  the 
jteii  per  cent,  additional  daty  on  goods  impoi'ted 
into  the  United  States  by  foreign  vessels,  goes  to 
«OQntervi^l  the  difference  shown  to  be  ^id  in 
FVance  by  Americi^n  vessels.  It  mf^y  be  premised, 
indeed,  as  there  is  no  proportion  between  the  bulk 
and  value  of  our  exports  to  the  imports  jTrom 
France,  that  the  French  merchants,  if  they  em- 

Syed  oar  vessels  exclusively  to  bring  their  pro- 
se to  the  United  States,  which  they  can  do  at 
a  moat  trifling  fir^ight  would  not  certainly  pay  one- 
enth  part  ofihe  freight  mpney  that  would  accme 
jto  their  yessels,  if  they  are  allowed  to  secure  ,to 
^csnael  ves  the  carrying  trade  of  cotton  and  tobacco 
Aottk  the  United  Slates  to  Prance. 


:Th^9f9ie,- that  it  is  uMSp«IUiii1  to  aesk  a  rmtkf 
to  ihe  discciminatiiig  dqties  on  our  produce  a 
Franice  hj  increasing  those  paid  heie  by  Preset 
v§|seU  hringingithe  produce  of  tbatcouBtry^aod 
that  nothing  pan  be  sufficient  but  a  poiitiTe  Ma- 
nage dut^i  i^uat^  .a^^furding  to  theinouotof 
the  diM:rimtnatii)gdlHi?8.!^ftt  may  exist  is  Fnaoe 
on. our  principal  ut^es;  it  beiag.almoa cartaiB 
that  the  difference  of  d|9ty  ^  these  aitides  test  to 
Fraiace  from  hence  thisry^u'  wtfl  aiiupsttoooie 
than  all  the  dMti^  colJLected  by  tbjs«iirtoaHboaie 
on  impoi:ts  frooLiFi^iuiey.hQth  by  4m»is  md 
.French  ?eiBel8. 

By  ithe  accompanying  tiiblei  it  will  bci  «e&  dat 
thero  entisred  from  French  .ports  ffom.  the  Iftof 
Sf^ptember,  1817,  to  the  end  of  4&18— 

^  American,  vessels. 

57  French  vessels. 

93  total  vessels. 
/Aggmate  tonpilge,  American  Tcnris    -  JfOl 
Po.  French  Tessds  -      -  1^ 


-  2e3^€6467 


Amop^t  pf  .duties,  American  v. , 
Do.  ^^nckye^ 

ToiMl  -  -  -  -»5M,«932 
baiig  «t  Ihe  rate  o^9i^>6QQ  per  anaopi. 

But  :the  iraportajlions  during  thest£ftniuB«uhs 
liveKe  fsx/cessive,  and  prices,  in.  coMcqaeoceilKieor, 
aie.less  in  jthis  place  than  JSrst  cost 

A  hfgt  esti^iate.for  average  dutifiof  impoFia- 
tioQs  .of  succi^og  years  may  be  takeast400/)  0 
dollars. 

It  has  beQn8h<;^wn  alrea4jj(hat,  in  little  moRtbaK 
imQ  «nd  a  half  months  of  this  yeaz,10,191  27^^ 
tons  shipping  are  employed  in  the  exports  iieacc 
to  France ;  and,  si^ipposing  'phat  vill  be  eopiof  ^ 
for  the  remaining  nine  BM^aths  as  aoch  more, 
together  will  make  for  the  whole  year  20,382  toss. 
The  difference  pf  duties,  at  ^0,  will  mm[to 
:i»407,64p.  This  extract  of  duties  mid  M^ 
shows  thtt  lifty-eeven  French  vssjds,  »11  wtfh 
(^rgo^  of  the  aggregate  burden  of  12,089  tons, 
p^d  only  for  duties  1^63,664  66,  tbe  m^  V^ 
of  which  paid  as  forqig^  duty  pSJ^  ^h  f^^ 
less  ihan -92  ,per  ton. 

These  results,  recapituUted,  wovld  esubbh 
that  the  discriminating  duties  in  FrsnceoA  Ao^ 
riimiTeeaels  are  920  per  ton,  while  those  on  cbe 
tra/de  thj^nce  in  French  vessels  are $2  pr  tojoun 
an<l  that  this  year,  in  the  trade  from  this  ^^^^ 
ports,  the  quantity  of  shipping  to  be  empwfM 
would  amount  to  more  than  20,000  tons,  thedu- 
criminating  duties  on  which  in  France,  cstimiw 
at  920  per  ton,  would,  as  was  before  adTsMwi, 
more  than  equal  the  total  amount  of  duties  on 
goods  import^  from  the  same,  both  in  Amer'^ 
and  French  vessels,  estimated  at  $400,000. 

But  these  comparative  estimates  will  not  pro« 
exact  during  the  present  and  succeediwj^' 
for,  while  the  inordinate  importatioos  of  £n^ 
goods  last  year,  as  was  (rfiserved  before,  iwo*" 
they  vill  not  be  continued  hereafter  in  the  fl»« 
their  value  here  bdow  prime  cost,  it  showed  »» 
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toantity ;  luit  the  revene  mutt  .taikt  pkee  with 
cMKcl^o  the  espqrts  ei.ctMon  aad  U>baec0|  which 
rifQ  iacreaae  with  the  cstsaded  produotioa  of 
hem,  and  yekdy^Oi^M^.  9ceaterdiflparity>bcCwcKn 
be  exporliog  wi  wifOEtiDg  trade  to  Fmioe. 

If  the  oiroQiiMtaiice  is  jceverted  to,that4be  pso- 
»ortioD  of  Amedcaa  r^mtis  loaded  this  year,; and 
low  loading  for  Fiaoee,  b  only  tm  one  to  ibur  to 
lie  QBinber  ef  iFieiich,  it  mav- be  offared  as. a  oon- 
^Ittsive  proof,  considieriag  the  ina^ivity  of.  oar 
laipping^  that  it  iias  ^  to  contend  mkih  gmt  di«ad- 
rantagenj  for,  on  fair  Mronds  of  competition, 
rour  memoiialiali  are  'bold  to  assert  that  neither 
he  vessels  of '  Fsance  .nor  cf  any  other  country 
^o^ld  obtain  .a  triumph  over  those  navigated  by 
!^inmcao  seamen ;  neiiber  can  it  .be  an  ju'gumen t 
igaiost  them,  that  French  vessels,  aotwithatand- 
ng  the  foreign  duty,  hare  had  the  largest  share  of 
be  import  trade  of.  goods  from  FVance^  (at  least 
IS  regards  bulk ;)  heoMse  the  4i*praportion  slu^wn 
o  exist  betweentbetqanage  nsed  in  thecKpoff|s 
ind  imports  Irom  this  port  causes  the  incipieQt 
royage  from  Fraooe  to  nave- no  other  ct^eet  than 
o  seek  a  return  freight  fer-tbe  vessds ;  and,  there- 
ore,  whenever  it  haopens.j^aa  is  mostly  thetcase) 
hat  the  difieienoe  or  duty  is  not  equi? alent  to  the 
reight,  there  is  no  motive  ^employ. an.  American 
res^. 

But  the  owners  of  French  vessels,-  not .  tosend 
hem  empty,  keep  the  market  in  this  place  glutted 
vith  ail  kmdsot  Freaoh  things,  even  sausages, 
iweetmeats,  butter,  cheese,  shoes,  hats,  milliaeiy, 
»ricks,  tiles,  hoUowcast  iron  waie^  stone  ju^  bot- 
les,  and  many  (4her  articles  that  ace  objects  of 
[omestic  trade  or  produce  in  our  own  country,  as 
l^ood  aqd  cheap  as  they  caa  bebroogbt  from  any 
>lace  elie.  And  to  give  a;  better  idea  of  the  natuse 
if  this  trade,  and.  tacall  theattentioQ  of  your  hon- 
Mable  body  to  the  praf»riety  of  laying  specific  .du- 
ies  on  some,  of  the^a,  a  copy  of  the  manifest  of 
mtry  of  a  French  ship  also  accompanies  this  me- 
norial. 

And  yoormettionalists  fiicther  beg  leave  to  ob- 
erve  thatdie  whole -csteat  of  theiosaof  the  car- 
ding tracte  of  the  artides-of. export  from,  this  place 
o  FfanoewiU  not  beeorreotly  appreciated  by  that 
vurt  aoly  that  heretofore  has  gone  dicect  heaoe  to 
i'rance,  for  a  considerable  ^proportion  of  the  Loai- 
iana  cotton  and  Sentaeky  tobacco  shipped  hence 
o  the  Eastesn  ports  found  its  way  by  that  cireu- 
tous  channel  to  France;  affordiM  double  eaa- 
iloymcnt  toour  vessels  in  the  voyil^eicoastwise, 
lad  then  in  the  suhseffuent  •  voyage  across: the 
itlantic. 

The  loss  of  both  these  sources  of  employment 
o  «ur  ahips  must,  in  time«  be  .supesadded  to  that 
rhioh  your  memorialists  ii»ve  shonnto  have  ex- 
sted '  in  preceding  years  direct  from  tlus  place, 
low  iott^  the  trade,  or  Jkvw  sniich  of .  it,  wonkl 
x>ntintie  •  ifi  this  circaitous.  channel,  vour  memo- 
ialists  ure  not  prapared  to^say  posksveiy,  provided 
mi  vessfils'Weie  put  upon  an  equality  with  /French 
resseU  in  Fiance  9  but  they  believ^  fnmi  the  |ic- 
iwe  eoasting.trade.now  arisang  in  uunbqr,  hsioks, 
utidii^stottesy  lime,  hay»  qate,  candles,  cdap^  cider, 
aftted  &b,  fiiew  Saglano^nm,  |)otaiton,  funitiive, 


oarrtages,  saddlery,  shoes,. cat  nails,  and  othersdo- 
mestic  manufactures,. that  tttum  freight  wilLbsiSO 
low  that,  aided  by  pacticnkr . circumstances  aiuoul-' 
ing  the  seasons  of  business  and  navigation  af  ^  ike 
river^  a  great  portion  of  it  thst  now  exists,  at>leaat, 
will  be  continned. 

Besides  the  direct  tntde  to  Fmnoe,  it  will  ifae 
seen,  by  .the  accomnanying  tables  of  entiies-  md 
ckfurances  of  French  vessels  at  this  port,  thttt^a 
permanent  trade  is  establishing  to  their  coloniea  in 
the  West  Indies,  that  is  not-ppen,  except  partial- 
ly, to  the  vessels  of  the  United  States.  iTtes, 
whilst  the  avenues  of  FEenoh.covmerceare  stmit- 
ened  to  our  flag  within  the  direct  line  fromx)ur 
ports  to  France,  and  an  intolerable  ai%d  odious 
duty  is  levied  for  the  rights  of  pa^ge  to  that,  a 
vast  and  varied  ciireer  is  opened  to  that  of  Francei 
secured  from  CQn;»petition  on  our  part,  where  it 
might  exist  by  discriminating  duties,  and  finding 
in  the  English  and  other  European  colonies  exclu- 
sively all  the  ramifications  of  proftabletiade  that 
can  arise  from  carying  our  produce. 

Aa  8^t  of  Parliament  exists,  jpfirtieularly  per- 
mitting the  iinportation  to  ti)e  British  qcilonies  of 
all  articles  of  provisions,  besides  malted  msat,  from 
all  places  in  America,  except  frqip  the  ports  of  the 
United  States. 

Your  memorialists  have  only  taken  a  partial 
view  of  the  evils  growiog  out  or  the  cause  of  com- 
^aint  they  now  submit  to  your  honorable  body. 
They  have  only  shown  how:  much  the  trade  from 
this  place  is  liable  to  be  affected  bv  it,  and  leave 
to  those  better  acquainted  to  say  wnat  proportion 
the  20,000  toDs  of  shipping  employed  from  New 
Orleans  to  French  ports  l^ars  to  tne  whole  tr^d^ 
from  the  United  States  to  France. 

The  magnitude  of  this  aggregate,  when  duly 
ascertained,  must  no  doubt  excite  the  attention  of 
:ev«ry  branch  of  the  General  Govecmnent,  and 
suggest  some  expedient  to  comiteraet  tbe  inoedt- 
nate  selfishness  that  influenced  that  <^  France 
when  it  drst  devised  a  system  that  can  only  entt 
by  heittg.tolentfed  in  the  United  States,  to  the  in- 
conceivable derelictioaof  the  maintenance  «f 'Urn 
most  important  nationfil  iatereft. 

A  tonnage  duty,  if  made  dependent  on  theiM- 
tare  of  the  ear^o  exported  from  the.  United:  BWeSi 
would  strike  directly  at  the  ofajeot  of  thismema- 
cial :  a  calculation  ^^it^ould  show  probably  that  |||15 
prr  re^ster  ion  on  vessels  carryiag  cotton,  and 
926  per  register  ton  on  those  carryiag  tobacoa, 
would  about  countervail  the|»:eseatduties.biid.iii 
France  on  theeame  .articles  imported  in  i^nmt- 
can  vessds. 

Your  memonalisis  will  fofther  observe  th^t, 
throwing  the  carrying  trade  Irom  this  'plaee4o 
'Fsance  cut  of  the  hukdsaf  the  American  |hip- 
ownera  naturally  infineaoes  the  trade  in  thcisane 
articles  from  American  aaeichantst  into  the -faane 
channel;  the  number  of  Fi«nch  vessels. boingaaa- 
Unnaily  augmeatedrbrmgiiecessanly  their  owncra 
in  someulegree  to  partake  of  it ;  every  cne  tnes^to 

Kuah  off  some  articles  of  goods  to  eain  a  freight  for 
is  ship^  and  to  pay  for  cotton  and  tobacco,  instMfd 
of  fucmshiag  money  advances;  French  oommia- 
cion  houses  to  transact  this  husiaesaaia  dail|r'miil- 
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Ciplied,  and  adrenturers  with  their  "pacotilkB" 
are  daii^r  crowding  the  port 

This  excessire  excitement  to  the  consumption 
of  the  articles  of  laxury  and  fashion  from  France, 
aa  well  as  the  encourt^ement  offered  to  transient 
traders,  yoar  memorialists  conceive  cannot  be  ben- 
eficial to  the  country ;  thej  feel  too  much  that 
French  fashion  and  Frencn  feelings  are  thereby 
likely  to  be  perpetuated  in  this  newly  adopted 
aister  State ;  and  that  whilst  Americans  are  denied 
the  rights  they  ought  to  possess  in  France,  they 
will  continue  to  be  considered  as  foreigners  in  this 
part  of  their  own  country. 
-    And  your  memorialists  will  ever  pray. 

Robert  Hart,  J.  Morgan, 

Lewis  Barnes,  Atkins  Adams, 

Theodore  F.  Jewett,  Nathaniel  Fowler, 

John  S.  Davis,  William  Rider, 

James  Kennard,  Robt.  Davis, 

James  Tibbits,  Geo.  G.  Jones, 

Edward  Richardson,  Ezekiel  Purinton, 

Robert  Rogers,  Isaac  Dickinson, 

Harry  Parsons.  Jeremiah  Burrows, 

Thos.  Caldwell,  John  Lake, 

Ewd.  Hays,  Christopb'r  Howard, 

Nathan  Walden,  William  Wilson. 


8I0K    AND    DISABLED    SEAMEN    IN    THE 
PORT  OP  NEW  YORK. 


[ComnianicAt«d  to  the  Senate,  January  13,  1820.] 

To  ike  honorobk  the  Congrett  of  the  Vhited  Siaia  of 

American' 

^  The  memorial  of  die  Grovemors  of  the  New 
York  Hospital  respectfully  showeth:  That  your 
memorialists^  as  trustees  of  an  institution  erected 
and  endowea  for  the  relief  only  of  those  indigent 
and  sick  for  whom  no  particular  charity  is  provi- 
ded, have,  from  sentiments  of  humanity,  and  with 
a  confident  reliance  on  the  justice  ot  Congress, 
Tentured  to  appropriate  a  portion  of  their  funds  to 
the  succoring  and  healing  of  sick  and  disabled 
aeamen,  for  whom  they  conceived  provision  had 
been,  or  was  intended  to  be,  made. 

It  would  amwar  that,  by  the  act  of  the  16th 
July,  1798,  which  imposes  a  tax  of  twenty  cents 
a  month  on  seamen's  wages,  the  Gk>vernment  of 
the  United  States  engaged  and  contracted  to  pro- 
tect and  maintain  these  hardy  citizens,  whenever 
sickness  or  other  disability  should  render  them  de- 
pendent; and  also  that,  from  the  circumstance  of 
large  sums  having  been  expended  in  the  erection  of 
ISospitals,  it  is  manifest  the  provision  must  have 
been  adequate  to  its  primary  object,  as  the  law  ap- 
propriates only  the  surplus  to  such  buildings.  Your 
memorialists,  therefore,  can  perceive  no  reason 
why,  in  the  application  of  this  fund,  the  collector 
should  undertake  either  to  limit  the  number  to  be 
benefited,  or  to  proscribe  any  particular  class  of 
patients. 

Soon  after  the  passing  the  aforementioned  act, 
an  agreement  was  made  to  receive  into  the  New 


York  bospilaly  at  the  rate  of  three  doOtn ivok 
for  board,  medieal  attendance,  and  tjwf  otbs 
necessary  except  clotliing,  all  such  sick  and  dta- 
Med  seamen  as  were  contemplated  to  be  rdynd. 
In  a  settlement  of  this  account,  in  NothdIki. 
1804,  with  the  collector,  your  memorislists  wen 
surfMrised  to  learn  that  he  undertook,  and  did  aim- 
liitely  refuse,  and  has  continned  to  lefiae,  to  pH 
for  more  than  seventy-five  seamen  ai  aof  ooe 
time,  and  has  since  reduced  the  nomkr  to  satj- 
five,  though  considerably  more  than  tbat  wmbe 
are  generally  in  the  hoapitaL  He  hasabadii- 
ded  seamen  employed  in  the  coasting  tndt  md 
such  as  have  only  performed  the  voyage,  and  bas 
even  undertaken  to  construe  the  law  as  not  i|i{il|- 
inff  to  cases  of  disability  resulting  from  reMieii 
infection,  and  to  exclude  from  its  teaefiistbbdas 
of  patients — a  distinction  this,  as  your  meooitti- 
ists  conceive,  that  is  arbitrary  and  very  opocsiTe. 
especially  as  it  respects  seaurins  men:  lotthost 
prople,  m  most  cases,  expend  m  tlieir  wages  to 

Syinff  of  men,  pretenders  to  the  kealiof  an,  b^ 
re  they  come  to  the  hospital;  and  lariaf  ikn 
no  further  credit  at  boairdiag-lMHisea,  and  being 
incapable  of  serving  at  sea,  they  must  absdotdf 
perish  by  that  inveterate  disease  unless  tbey  are 
received  into  the  hospital.  It  consists  witb  (xs 
observation  that  more  than  half  the  sea&nngQKD 
who  have  latelv  applied  to  the  hospital  for  relief 
were  men  who  labored  under  that  disnse. 

Your  memorialists,  in  full  faith  diat  the  legiti- 
mate and  professed  gruardians  of  suiais  would  n- 
munerate  the  expense,  and  being  emmted  tha 
Cooffress  intended  to  provide  for  all  sick  and  dis- 
abled seamen,  have,  notwithsCandiBg,  admiQis- 
tered  relief  unto  all  those  unibrtoaate  objects  dis- 
carded by  the  collector;  and.  feeling  tfpomni  \o 
eject  from  the  doors  of  their  hospilal  to  sofTcr,  m 
perhaps  to  perish,  men  who  hare  contriboted  so 
essentiallv  to  the  prosperity  and  honor  of  ov 
country,  nave  humanely  restored  most  of  ibeffl  ^ 
health,  and  secured  their  usefulness  to  ^^' 

The  funds  of  your  memorialists  are  sow,  bow- 
ever,  so  burdened  by  the  numerous  chanties  tbe^ 
are  compeUed  to  administer,  and  especially^ 
consequence  of  the  large  and  incnasiog  omnber 
of  supernumerary  seamen  beyond  wbai  is  jaj^j^' 
that  they  feel  themselves  constrained  ^  «^* 
that,  unless  some  provision  is  madetodi^ba^ 
the  existing  debt,  as  also  to  indemnify  tbem  u 
future,  they  may  be  reluctantly  compelled  to  wii^ 
drtw  their  charity  from  this  class  of  P***^**"^^ 

If  it  is  correct  that  all,  or  nearly  all,  the  iw- 1 
pital  money  received  at  this  port  ^**.**"^ 
pended  here,  your  memorialists  wottld  then  o» 
respectfully  ask  whether  it  is  consistent witij^' 
ice  or  humanity  that  such  numbers  of  d>stre»N 
seamen,  who  have  all  contributed  eqaallffV^* 
fund,  should  be  abandoned  to  want  and  nusery 


Your  memorialists  presume  otherwise,  •"fj^ 
edly  believe  that  the  same  motives  which  prwwff 
the  law  0?  1798,  in  regard  to  this  subject,  wj 


equally  characterize  the  present  Congre^ 
confidei^tly  hope  that,  if  it  should  spp^  <^^ 
received  here  is  inadequate  to  support  "^^^. 
disabled  seamen  constantly  found  lio^  ^ 
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ther  proTision  will  be  made  as  may  be  reciaisite  to 
realize  the  humane  views  of  Government 

If  the  demand  of  your  memorialists  for  main- 
taining and  relievio^  these  improvident  sufferers 
is  inquired  into,  it  will  appear  tnat  the  compensa- 
tion solicited  is  not  only  less  in  ^yetf  instance,  but 
in  some  not  half  of  what  has  been  charged  in 
other  ports.  And  if  the  fund  oi;iginally  created  is 
inadequate  to  this  object,  generally,  your  memo- 
rialists then  beg  leave  respectfully  to  sugffest  the 
policy  of  an  a&ition  of  ten  cents  a  month  to  the 
nospital  tax,  as  both  reasonable  and  necessarv. 
And  your  memorialists  would  further  respectfully 
solicit  that  the  proper  officer  may  be  directed  to 
audit  the  accounts  for  the  past,  and  pay  them  such 
sum  as  may  appear  to  be  due. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

M.  CLARKSON,  President. 

John  Burklet,  Secretary, 


APPLICATION  TO  ABOLISH  PRIVATEERING 
IN  TIME  OP  WAR. 

[Gommonicated  to  the  Hoaae,  January  11,  1820.] 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  Houee  of  Repreeenta- 
Uvea  of  the  United  Statee  in  Congress  assembled  : 

The  memorial  of  the  undersigned,  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  respectfully  represents:  That,  while 
they  have  rejoiced  in  the  privileges  of  a  free  peo- 
ple, they  have  been  deeply  affected  with  the  mul- 
liplied  mstanoes  of  criminal  prosecutions,  impris- 
onment, capital  convictions,  and  public  executions, 
-which  have  recently  occurred  in  several  States. 
If  our  memorialists  are  far  from  imputing  to  defects 
in  the  Government  of  their  country  all  the  crimes 
of  their  fellow-citizens,  and  as  far  from  a  disposi- 
tion to  attribute  the  defects  of  Government  to  base 
and  criminal  intentions  on  the  part  of  leeislalors 
or  magistrates.  They  believe  that  the  best  in- 
formed men  are  but  partially  enlightened,  and  that 
men  of  the  best  hearts  are  necessarily  liable  to  the 
influence  of  hereditary  opinions,  prejudices,  and 
customs.  But  while  crimes  of  the  deepest  die 
abound  in  the  land,  while  our  courts  of  justice  and 
our  prisons  are  thronged  with  malefactors,  your 
memorialists  conceive  it  to  be  a  duty  of  all  well 
informed  men  to  search  out  the  causes  of  these 
evils,  and,  when  discovered,  to  represent  them  for 
the  consideration  oi  their  legislators.  They  also 
regard  it  as  the  duty  of  legislators  to  seek  the  vir- 
tue and  welfare  of  their  fellow-citizens,  and  to  do 
all  in  their  power  to  prevent  crimes;  not  merely 
by  providing  for  the  punishment  of  criminals,  but 
by  the  abolition  of  those  customs  or  practices  by 
i^rhich  men  are  naturally  led  into  the  paths  of  vice 
and  ruin.  Among  the  many  atrocious  ofiences  of 
the  present  day,  highway  robbery,  piracy,  and 
xnurder.  frequently  occur.  The  melancholy  scenes 
of  public  executions  which  have  been  witnessed 
in  several  of  the  United  States,  have  justly  excited 
reflection  and  inquiry ;  and,  in  searching  for  the 
causes  of  those  crimes  for  which  so  many  fellow 
beings  have  been  sentenced  to  the  gallows,  your 


memorialists  have  been  impressed  with  a  belief 
that  much  may  justly  be  imputed  to  the  practice 
of  privateering^  in  time  of  war.'*'  They  are  aware 
that  this  practice  has  long  been  sanctioned  by  all 
the  maritime  Powers  of  Christendom,  but  they  can- 
not, on  that  account,  regard  it  as  the  less  to  be 
deplored  or  the  less  to  be  abhorred.  It  is  in  their 
view  of  the  same  character  with  the  practice  of 
the  States  of  Barbary,  for  which  the  peofde  of 
those  regions  are  reproached  as  piratical  barbarians. 

In  the  course  of  the  late  war  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States,  many  thousands  of 
people  were  licensed  by  the  two  Governments  to 
commit  just  such  acts  of  injustice,  depredation, 
and  violence,  as  those  for  which  pirates  are  hang- 
ed in  time  of  peace.  They  were  commissioned  to 
capture,  rob,  or  destroy,  tne  property  of  innocent 
merchants,  and,  in  case  of  resistance,  to  maim  or 
murder  innocent  seamen  while  pursuing  their  law- 
ful occupations.  In  this  way  hundreds  of  mer- 
chants in  the  two  countries  were  unjustly  despoiled 
of  their  property,  many  of  them  ruined,  and  their 
families  reduced  to  poverty,  wretchedness,  and 
despair.  The  number  of  seamen  who  lost  their 
lives  in  consequence  of  these  licensed  depredations 
was  doubtless  very  considerable. 

It  is  impossible  lor  your  memorialists  to  conceive 
how  such  deeds  of  rapine  and  violence  can  be  rec- 
onciled to  the  principles  of  justice  or  humanity, 
when  done  by  privateersmen,  any  more  than  when 
done  by  unauthorized  pirates.  The  injustice  and 
injury  to  the  innocent  sufferers  are  the  same  in 
both  cases,  and  in  both  the  motives  and  disposi- 
tions of  the  per|)etrators  may  be  the  same. 

As  in  the  business  of  privateering  all  the  odious 
passions  of  human  nature  are  licensed— .as  the 
youth  of  our  country  become  associated  with  de»- 
perate  and  unprincipled  men  let  loose  from  every 
moral  restraint — what  better  can  reasonably  be  ex- 
pected than  that  many  of  them  will,  after  the  close 
of  the  war,  follow  the  trade  to  which  they  had 
been  educated?  When  thousands  of  our  citizens 
have  served  an  apprenticeship  in  such  an  employ- 
ment, can  it  be  wonderful  if  hundreds  of  them  be- 
come pirates  or  highway  robbers?  And  if  they 
become  hardened  in  iniquity,  inured  to  crime,  and 
ruined  by  the  education  which  they  thus  receive, 
at  whose  hands  will  their  blood  be  required?  This 
is  a  question  which,  in  the  opinion  of  your  memo- 
rialists, deserves  the  serious  consideration  of  every 
legislator,  every  magistrate,  and  every  citizen  of 
the  United  States.  However  necessary  it  may  be^ 
in  the  present  state  of  society,  to  inflict  capital 
punishments  on  piratical  offenders,  still  philan- 
thropy must  weep  and  humanity  recoil  at  the 
thought  of  taking  the  lives  of  men  for  crimes  to 
which  they  have  been  trained  up  by  the  GU)vern- 
ment,  and  by  the  authorized  customs  of  their 
country. 
In  this  age  of  improvement  it  will  generally  be 

*  If  we  may  credit  the  narratives  of  the  four  pirates 
who  were  executed  in  Boston,  February  18,  1819, 
they  had  all  been  concerned  in  privateering,  or  Stale 
piracy ;  not  all,  however,  by  license  from  our  Govern- 
ment. 
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.admitted  in  theory,  that  rulers  should  ever  exeroite 
aleadfir  aod  parendtl  care  Jtowards  their  subjfiets, 
do  ,^1  in  their  power  to  cause  jthem  to  he  educated 
in  the  paths  of  benevolenoe  aod  yirtue,  a^  to  pre- 
•serve  tj^em  from  the  soares  of  vice,  and  the  influ- 
ence of  contamioatiDg  customs.  Punishments  ace 
BOt  the  onlf  nor  the  most  effectual  means  of  pre- 
venting crimes  or  saving  men  from  vice.  A  vir- 
tuous ^ucation  is  iafiniiely  pceferabie  to  »nguin- 
.avy  Uv:s,  as  a  means  of  preserving  men  (rom  those 
crimes  which  are  usually  punished  with  death; 
and  no  laws,  however  sevece,  can  reaaonahlv  he 
^pected  to  pc&venjt  crimes,  while  such  schoots  of 
.depiiavity  and  licentiousness  as  (hose  of  privateer- 
iog  are  sauctioned  by  pulAic authority.  It  is,  there- 
fore, heUeved  by  your  memorialists,  that  the  prin- 
e;iples  of  justice,  humanity,  religion,  and  sound 
poUcy,  all  unite  in  demanding  the  abolition  of  such 
■seminaries  of  crime. 

It  is. a  gratifying  fact  that,  in  theuoianey  of  the 
Amearican  Government,  an  attempt  was  made  by 
.'OUr  rulers  to  effect  by  treaties  the  very  object  of 
the  preseut  memorial.  As  early  as  1785,  the  cele- 
brated philosopher,  Dr.  Franklin,  in  a  letter  to  a 
friend,*  observed,  that  <'the  United  States,  though 
better  situated  than  any  other  nation  to  profit  by 
|irivateeriD{^,  are,  as  far  as  in  them  lies,  endeavor- 
ing 40  abolish  the  praetioe,  by  offering,  in  all  their 
treaties  with  other  Powers,  an  artide,  engaging 
^solemnly  that,  in  case  of  a  future  war,  no  privateer 
shall  be  commissioned  on  either  side,  and  ihat  un- 
armed merchant  ships  on  both  sides  shsdl  pursue 
their  voyages  unmolested.''  This  humane  e&rt 
on  the  part  of  the. American  government,  at  so 
early  a  period,  affords  encouragement  to  your  me- 
mondListsihat  Congress  will  listen  with  pleasuie 
toapropoailwi  focahQliahiag'apcaQticewhiohhas 
justly  been  termed  '*a  remnant  of  aAoieai.|)iracy,'' 
and  which  has  for  ages  been.a  disgrace  tocivilmd 
nations,  and  the  abhoixence  of  good  m^en. 

Though  the  magnanunons  proposition  formedy 
made  was  not  genecaily  adopted  oy  other  Govei»- 
ments,  yet  your  memorialists  are  of  opinion  that 
the  people  of  JQurope  are  more  enlightened  than 
they  were  <hirtyifive  years. ago,  and  that  there  is 
much  reason  to  believe  that  a  similar  proposition 
at  this  period  would  meet  theajqirobation  of  nearly 
all  the  Powers  of  d^risteadom.  To.  repeat  or  re- 
new,a  proposition  so  philanthnfepic  and  humane, 
^iU  not  by  eniigbiiened  men  :be  regarded  as  he- 

*  Benjamia  VaoghaB,  Bsqaire. 


nei^  the  dignij^  of  any  <Sov«nMiient 
and,  as  (hQ;p|F^»psitiQn  prohaUy  originaled  in  ik 
Ua&ted  8tat«is»  yonr  memorialitfs  bnTe  a  Strang  de- 
sire that  their  own  Govenmacnt.  shonM  have  the 
honor  of  reviving  it,  airf  of  Mraiiing  the  ol^ect 
till  it  shall  -h^ve  been  com|detely  nccnwqiiwhfd. 

Barbarians  suid  unjirincipled  pnlifi€ia«s  ua^ 
find  a  motive  lor  eoi^nuinf  theimcticeitt  the  cir- 
cumstaoce  mentioned  by  Dr.  FrnnUm,  shni  ^the 
United  States  are  hatter  situated  tiian  aay  nther  na- 
tion toprofit  by  prmteenng."  BatcanoecnJij^irt- 
ened  legislators  nf  this  country  deem  it  fn^er  to 
"do  evil  that  good  mav  eoeae?"  Canai^  &oor 
sidemAioAs  of  profit  innoce  thein  ao  oontane  a 
practice  so  palpably  unjust  in  its  nntwe  and  (der- 
ations, so  ruinous  to  tne  naorais  of  their  feUear- 
citizens,  and  wshich  furnishes  mob  a  nadlitadc  oi 
convicts  for  theSitate  prisons  and  the  gallows? 

During  a  time  of  general  peace  it  may  nalnraih 
be  exfiected  that  the  rulers  of  Christendom  wiiJ 
more  impartially  examine  the  subject,  if  prvposed 
to  them,  than  m  a  time  when  tbeir  pessioes  are 
excited  by  «var.  The  preseat  at^te  el*  (he  wodd  is, 
therefore,  deemed  .favorable  Ux  accompliskiag  the 
object  of  this  memorial. 

in  regard  to  the  best  course  for  abolishing  ikt 
practice  in  ^question,  your  memorialists  would  not 
undertake  to  preseribe,  but  confide  in  the  wisdoin 
of  their  Representatives  in  Congress.  They  iiare 
no  fear  that  anj  ipetfaod  w^l  be  adopted  to  effect 
the  abolition  of  ^rrateering,  which  eaa 
dai^ger  the  best  interests  of  the  coonlcy  than 
tinuanoe  of  the  oustom*  Thi^,  faevetar, 
res|)«otfuily  and  fervently  nray  tbiat  Confess  wonld 
devise  and  adi^t  some  f«m  wbicb  ahaU  &ae  oor 
nation  from  theseproach  of  being  soppaatepnf  a 
practice  which  every  enlightened  ouna  mast  dep- 
recate and  ahhpr. 

The  undersigned  beg  leave  to  done  tbeir  aaemo- 
rial  to  the  honorable  Lq^slature  of  (he  United 
States  in  the  words  of  Di.  Franklin,  on  the  same 
subject :  "^  This  will  be  a  bappy  improveaaeat  i^  the 
law  of  nations.  The  humane  and  tbe  just  can- 
not but  wish  sueeess  io  the  proposition.'^ 

PLAmFi£i4>,  Maqb.,  Jkc  27,  ISld. 

At  an  annual  meeting  of  the  Phuaidd  Peace 
Society,  voted  unanimously  that  this  menonaJ  be 
signed  by  the  president  and  eecretary,  and  pre- 
sented to  tbe  Congress,  of  ihe  United  States. 

MOSBS  HALLBGK,  fVw^. 
JACOB  PORTSR,  ftcVy. 


PUBLIC  ACTS  Of  CONGRESS; 


PASSED   AT    THE    TfRST   gESWON   DP    THE    SIXTEENTH    CONGRESS,   IJEGUN   AND 
S^LD  ^T  THE   CITY    OF   WASHINGTON,  MONDAY,   DECEMBER  6,  1819. 


An  Aqt  airthorizing;  the  traDsmission  of  certain  Docu- 

menta  free  of  poatage. 

Bt  il  enckcUd  by, the  Senate  and  Houjfe  i^Rapr^^- 
tUives  of  tju  United  SUUes  of  4?^iierica  ^  (kmgras 
(^sembU^i  Tl^at  ^he  ^embers  of  dpniri'^ss,  i^e 
Delegates  from  Territories,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate,  and  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives he,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  to 
traasipit,  tree  of  pps^ge,  to  aoy  post  office  within 
the  United  States,  or  the  Territories  thereof^  any 
documents, which  have  been,  oripay  be,  printed 
by  or^er  pf  either  House,  during  the  present  Con- 
gress. 

JAS.  BARBOUR, 
Pre^Yk^  pro  te^,  of  the  ^ayafe. 

hejnrV  clay, 

.  Sp^aii0r  qj  t]u  Hou^of  Rt^preeenitipUipes, 
ApprQY^d,  December  14, 1819. 

JAMES  MONI^OE. 


Ad  Act  msking a  ptitial  appiopnaitton  fi»r  theniMtocj 
««Tvre  of.  the  U«tled  St^Ua  for  Aha  year  one  thoU- 
•and  eight  hvadrodapd  twenty. 

Be&e(mUd^^-i  That  the  fdio wing  stKUff'be, 
smd  are  hereby,  appropriated  to  the  objects  hef<ein 
specified,  to  wit : 

For  6«bRisteBce  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,  two  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  national  armoiries,  fifty-six  thousand 
dollars. 

For  arrearages,  on  the  settlement  of  outstanding 
claims,  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  U  UMhertnaeUd,  Tiiat  the  said 
sums  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury, 
not  oUu*rwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  January  14, 1890. 


»  A^tin  addition  to  the  <*  ActmalupgAppiopxiatiQna 

ibr  the  aupport  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  Btatea 

for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hnndred  and  nine- 

t^seo." 

Me.  it  macUdy  i^.,  That  the  following  aufns,  in 
Addition  ,to  tnoise  appi opriated  by  the  aet  to  which 
this,  i»  a  supplement  be,  and  the  sfime  tire  berftby, 
atppropriated: 

For  pay  .avd.sttfoaiateace.of  the  oScers,.and  pay 
^f  the  .seajmen,  two  hundred  ^nd  sev^ty-^ree 
jtboi^aand^one  hundred  dollars. 

.For  provisions,  for^y-^gnelbpusand  l9ur,l)an4^ 
dollars. 

.R4ir  medifiiBMy  hoqiitat  «tor«s,  and  edpen^ea  on 


aceonat  of  ithe.  sick,  incloding  tl^)se  of  the  marine 
corns,  eight  iboi^sand  eight  hundred  and  fil^ 
{dollars. 

For  repairs  of  vessels,  one  hundred  and  one 
thousand  two  hundred  dollars. 

iFor  contingent  expenses,  eleven  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

For  the  salaries  of  two  agents,  and  a  surveyor, 
appointed  under  the  authority  of  the  act  of  Con- 
gress of  the  first  Aiarch,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  seventeen,  entitled  ^^Ad  act  making 
leservation  of  certain  public  lands  to  supply  tim- 
ber.for  naval  purposes,''  and  contingent  expenses 
for  carrying  the  same  into  efiect,  seven  thousfind 
five  hundred  dollars. 

fine.  2.  And  be  it  flmth&r  mouUdy  That  the  sev- 
eral appropriations,  hereinbefore  made,  ^all  be 
paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  other- 
wise appropriated. 

Approved,  January  14, 1880. 


An  Act  aupplementaTy  to  the  act  entitled  *'  An  act  to 
ngaiate  and -fix  4he  eonpenaation  of  the  Clorkeln 
the  dilfemntOfficea,"  paaaed  the  twMrtieth  of  Aprils 
on«  th|M|a|uid  eight  hondqed  and  e.ighl^a. 

Be  it  anaoM,  4^.,  That  the  authority  given  in 
the  eighth  aection  pi  the  above  xecited  act,  to  the 
SecH^tary  of  the  ^Treasury,  to  emplojr  nilie  addi- 
tional clerks  in  ihe  office  of  the  ^huwl  Auditor, 
and  three  additional  clerks  in  the  office  of  the 
Second  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  continued,  until  the  thtvty-fint 
day  of  December,  one  thousand  eieht  hundred 
and  twenty,  and  no  longer;  afad  that  the  sum  ne- 
cessary to  carry  into  e&ct  the  provisions  of  this 
aet  bejiod  the  same,  is  hereby  .appropriated, -aiMil 
shall  .be  paid  out  of  aay  ^oncy  tn  toe -Treaauiy 
not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approv^,  ilanuary  14, 1820. 


An  Aet  to  alter  the  terms  of  the  Coujrt  of  the  Western 

Diatrlct  of  Virginia- 

fie.it  mf^y  ^x  That  the ^es^ons  of  tbe<;ourt 
ilpr  the  judiciM  district  of  Virginia  west  of  the 
:Alleghaay  mountains,  in&ite.f^d  oi  the  times  hereto- 
.iore  appointed,  sh^U  heceaftfr  beholden.anojUvUy 
as  folWs:  At  Wythe  CouriAou^e  on  the  .fint 
Mondaya  of  AUy  and  October;  at  Lewisburg,  on 
the  second  Mondays  of  Mav  and  Octpber ;  and  i»t 
Clarksburg,  on  the  fourth  Monds^ys  of  May  and 
OoWber  3  any  law  to  theeontr^y  notwithfitaadiag. 
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Sbg.  2.  And  U  it  furthtr  enacted,  That  all  pro- 
cesses which  may  have  issued,  or  may  hereafter 
i«sue,  returaable  to  the  next  succeeding  terms  as 
heretofore  established,  shall  be  held  returnable, 
and  be  returned,  to  those  terms  to  which  they  are 
severally  changed  by  this  act 

Approved,  February  10,  1820. 


An  Act  making  appropriations  to  sopply  the  de6ci60C7 
in  the  appropriations  heretofore  made  for  the  com- 
pletion of  the  repairs  of  the  north  and  south  wings 
of  the  Capitol,  for  furnishing  the  President's  House, 
and  the  erection  of  two  new  Executive  oflSces. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That,  for  the  purpose  of  sup- 
plying the  deficiency  in  the  appropriations  hereto- 
fore made,  for  completing  the  repairs  of  the  north 
and  south  wings  of  the  Capitol,  for  finishing  the 
President's  house,  and  the  erection  of  two  new 
£xectttive  offices,  the  following  sums  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby,  respectively  appropriated,  that  is 
to  say: 

For  completing  the  repairs  of  the  north  and 
south  wings  of  &e  Capitol,  the  sum  of  seventy- 
five  thousand  dollars. 

For  finishing  the  President's  house,  the  sum  of 
thirteen  thousand  one  hundred  and  seventy-four 
dollars  and  sixty-six  cents. 

For  erecting  two  new  Executire  offices,  the 
sum  of  eleven  thousand  and  fifteen  dollars  and 
seventy-one  cents. 

Sec.  2.  Afid  be  it  fwrther  enacted,  That  the  said 
several  sums  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  February  10, 1820. 


An  Aet  to  provide  for  obtaining  aecnrate  statanwnts 
of  the  foreign  commerce  of  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  Register  of  the 
Treasury  shall,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  annually  prepare  statistical 
accounts  of  the  commerce  oi  the  United  States 
with  foreign  countries,  for  each  preceding  year; 
which  accounts  shall  be  laid  before  Congress,  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  the  first  Mon- 
day in  December  in  every  year,  or  as  soon  after 
as  possible. 

Sbc.  2.  And  he  H  fiKrther  enacted,  That  such  ac- 
counts shall  comprehend  and  state  all  ffoods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  exported  from  the  United  States 
to  other  countries ;  ail  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise, imported  into  the  United  States  from  other 
countries;  and  ail  navigation  employed  in  the 
foreign  trade  of  the  United  States;  which  facts 
shall  be  stated  according  to  the  principles  and  in 
the  manner  hereby  directed. 

Sfic.  3.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  the  kinds, 
quantities,  and  xalues,  of  all  articles  exported,  and 
^the  kinds,  quantities,  and  values,  of  all  articles  im- 
ported, shall  be  distinctly  stated  in  such  accounts; 
except  in  cases  in  which  it  may  appear  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  that  separate  statements  of 
the  species,  quantities,  or  values,  of  any  particular 
article  would  swell  the  annual  statements  without 
utility;  and,  in  such  cases,  the  kinds  and  total 
Talnes  of  such  articles  shall  be  stated  together,  or 


in  such  classes  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasary 

may  think  fit 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  Jkrtker  enacted^  That  the  ex 
ports  shall  be  so  stated,  as  to  show  the  exports  to 
each  foreign  country,  and  their  values ;  and  that 
the  imports  shall  be  so  stated,  as  to  show  the  im- 
ports from  each  foreign  country,  and  their  valaes. 

Sec.  5.  Andbe it fii^ther  enacted,  That  the  exports 
shall  be  so  stated,  as  to  show  separatelj,  the  export! 
of  articles  of  the  production  or  manuiactore  of  th€ 
United  States,  and  their  ralues ;  and  the  erpatti 
of  articles  of  the  production  or  manofaetnie  of  for- 
eign countries,  and  their  values. 

Sac.  6.  And  be  itjkrtker  enacted^  That  the  navi- 
gation employed  in  the  foreign  trade  of  the  United 
States,  shall  be  stated  in  such  manner,  as  to  sboir 
the  amount  of  the  tonnage  of  all  ressds  departbe 
from  the  United  States  for  foreign  countrtes ;  ao^ 
separately,  the  amount  of  such  tonnage  of  vessels 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  amount  of  soch  tan- 
nage of  foreign  vessels ;  and  aUo  the  foreign  na- 
tions to  which  such  foreign  tonnage  belongs,  and 
the  amount  of  such  tonnage  belonging  to  each 
foreign  nation :  and  in  such  manner  as  aEo  to  show 
the  amount  of  the  tonnage  of  all  vessek  departing 
for  every  particular  foreign  country,  with  which 
the  United  States  have  any  considerable  commerce; 
and,  separately,  the  amount  of  such  tonnage  oi 
vessels  of  the  United  States,  and  the  amount  oi 
such  tonnage  of  foreign  vessels :  and  in  soch  man- 
ner as  to  show  the  amount  of  the  tonnage  of  all 
vessels  arriving  in  the  United  States  from  foteign 
countries ;  and,  separately,  the  amoont  of  sack 
tonnage  of  vessels  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
amount  of  soch  tonnage  of  foreign  Tfsscis ;  and, 
also,  the  foreign  nations  to  which  such  foreign 
tonnage  belongs,  and  the  amount  of  such  tonna^ 
belonging  to  each  foreign  nation :  and,  ia  soch 
manner,  as  also  to  show  the  amount  of  the  tonnage 
of  all  vessels  arriving  from  every  particular  for- 
eign country,  with  which  the  United  Slates  have 
any  considerable  commerce ;  and,  senafmidv,  rhe 
amount  of  such  tonnage  of  TesseU  oi  the  United 
States,  and  the  amount  of  such  tonnage  of  foreign 
vesseLi. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  itfutther  enacted.  That  the  kinds 
and  quantities  of  all  imported  articles  free  from  datj 
shall  be  ascertained  by  entry  made  upon  oath  or 
affirmation  by  the  owner,  or  by  (he  consignee  or 
agent  of  the  importer ;  or  by  actual  examinatwn, 
where  the  collector  shall  think  such  examination 
necessary :  and  that  the  values  of  all  soch  articles 
shall  be  ascertained  in  the  same  manner,  in  wiiich 
the  values  of  imports  subject  to  duties  ad  valorem 
are  ascertained. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  jMher  enacted,  That  tbevaluei 
of  all  imported  articles  subject  to  specific  dnttes 
shall  be  ascertained  in  the  manner  in  which  the 
values  of  imports  subject  to  duties  ad  valorem  are 
ascertained. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  fltr^ker  enacted.  That  the  col- 
lectors shall  keep  separate  accounts  of  the  kindi^ 
quantities,  and  values  of  snch  parts  of  the  imfKvts 
subject  to  duties  ad  valorem,  as  majr  be  direcied 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Sac.  10.   AndU  U  fmUm  mmtM,   TfaKt  all 


2557 


APPmDIX. 


2558 


Ai&Mp  Jci9  of  Ccngteu. 


conrention,  when  so  assembled,  shall  hare  power 
and  authority  to  adjoarn  to  any  other  place  in  the 
said  Territory,  which  to  them  shall  seem  best  for 
the  conrenient  transaction  of  their  business;  and 
which  convention,  when  so  met,  shall  first  deter- 
mine, by  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  elected, 
whether  it  be,  or  be  not,  expedient  at  that  time  to 
form  a  constitution  and  State  govemn^nl  for  the 
people  within  the  said  Territory,  as  included 
within  the  boundaries  above  designated ;  and,  if 
it  be  deemed  expedient,  the  convention  shall  be, 
and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  form  a  constitution 
and  State  government;  or,  if  it  be  deemed  more 
expedient,  the  said  convention  shall  provide  by 
ordinance  for  electing  representatives  to  form  a 
constitution  or  frame  of  government ;  which  said 
representatives  shall  be  chosen  in  such  manner, 
and  in  such  proportion,  as  thev  shall  desiffntfte ; 
and  shall  meet  at  such  time  ana  place  as  shall  be 
prescribed  by  the  said  ordinance ;  and  shall  then 
form  for  the  people  of  said  Territory,  w'ithin  the 
boundaries  aforesaid,  a  constitution  and  State  gov- 
ernment: PrwiddA,  That  the  same^  whenever 
formed,  shaH  be  republican,  and  not  repugnant  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States;  and  that 
the  L^i^ture  of  said  State  shall  never  interfere 
with  the  primary  disposal  of  the  soil  by  the  United 
States  nor  with  any  regulations  Congress  may 
find  necessary  for  securing  the  title  in  such  soil  to 
the  hofHA  fide'  purchasers ;  and  that  no  tax  shall  be 
imposed  on  lands  the  property  of  the  United 
S  tates ;  and  in  no  case  snail  non-resident  proprie- 
tors be  taxed  higher  than  residents.  ^ 

Sec.  5.  And  be  ii  further  enactedj  That,  until  the 
next  general  census  shall  be  taieri,  the  said  State 
shall  DC  entitled  to  one  representative  in  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  fol- 
lowing propositions  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby, 
offered  to  the  convention  of  the  said  Territory  of 
Missouri^  when  formed,  for  their  free  acceptance 
or  rejectton^  which,  if  accepted  by  the  convention, 
shall  be  obligatory  upon  the  United  States. 

FHrA.  That  section  numbered  sixteen  in  every 
township,  and  when  soch  section  has  been  sold, 
or  otherwise  disposed  of,  other  lands  equivalent 
thereto,  and  as  contiguous  as  may  be,  shall  be 
granted  to  the  State  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants 
of  such  township  for  the  use  of  schools. 

Second.  That  all  salt  springs,  not  exceeding 
twelve  in  number,  with  six  sections  of  land  ad- 
joining to  each,  shall  be  granted  to  the  said  State, 
for  the  use  of  said  Sfate,  the  same  to  be  selected 
by  the  Legislature'  of  the  said  State,  on  or  before 
the  first  day  of  January,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
ei^ht  hundred  and  twentyrfive,  and  the  same, when 
bo  selected,  to  be  used  under  such  terms,  condi- 
tions, and  rejg^ulations,  as  the  Legislature  of  said 
State  shall  direct ;  Provided^  That  no  salt  spring, 
the  right  whereof  now  is,  or  hereafter  shall  be, 
confirmed  or  adiudeed  to  any  individual  or  iudi- 
k't duals,  shall,  by  this  section,  be  granted  to  said 
State:  And  proiAded,  also,  That  the  Legislature 
>hali  never  sell  or  lease  the  same,  at  any  one  time, 
for  a  louj^er  period  than  ten  years,  without  the 
consent  oi  Congress. 


Third.  That  five  per  cent,  of  the  net  proceeds  of 
the  sale  of  lands  Ijrmg  within  the  said  Territory, 
or  State,  and  which  shall  be  sold  by  Congress, 
from  and  after  the  first  dajr  of  January  next,  after 
deducting  all  expenses  incident  to  the  same,  shall 
be  reserved  for  making  public  roads  and  canab,  of 
which  three-fifths  shaU  oe  applied  to  those  objects 
within  the  State,  under  the  direction  of  the  Legis- 
lature thereof;  and  the  other  two-fifths  in  defray- 
ing, under  the  direction  of  Congress,  the  expenses 
to  be  incurred  in  making  of  a  road  or  roads,  canal 
or  canals,  leading  to  the  said  State. 

Fofwrth,  That  four  entire  sections  of  land  be,  and 
the  same  are  hereby,  granted  to  the  said  State,  for 
the  purpose  of  fixing  ^eir  seat  of  government  there- 
on, which  said  sections  shall,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Legislature  of  said  State,  be  located,  as 
near  as  may  be,  in  one  body,  at  any  time,  in  such 
townships  and  ranges  as  the  Legislature  aforesaid 
may  select,  on  any  of  the  public  lands  of  the  Uni- 
ted States :  Provided,  That  such  locations  shall  be 
made  prior  to  the  pul^ic  sale  of  the  lands  of  the 
United  States  surrounding  such  location. 

FifUh,  That  thirty-six  sections,  or  one  entire 
township,  which  shall  be  designated  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Stafes,  together*  with  the  other 
lands  heretofore  reserved  for  that  purpose,  shall 
be  retierved  for  the  U4e  of  a  seminary  of  learning, 
and  vested  in  the  Legiidafure  of  said  Stale,  to  w 
appropriated  solely  for  the  use  of  sdch  seminary 
by  the  said  Legislature:  Profridedy  That  the  five 
foreffoing  propositions  herein  offered,  ai^e  on  the 
condition  that  the  convention  of  the  said  State 
shall  provide,  by  an  ordinance,  irrevocable  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  United  States,  that  every 
and  each  tract  of  land  sold  bv  the  United  States. 
from  and  after  the  first  day  or  January  next,  shall 
remain  exempt  from  any  tax  laid  by  order  or  un- 
der the  authority  of  the  State,  whether  for  State, 
county,  or  township,  or  any  other  purpose  what- 
ever, for  the  term  of  five  years  from  and  after  the 
day  of  sale :  And  further,  That  the  bounty  lands 
granted,  or  hereafter  to  be  granted,  for  military  ser- 
vices during  the  late  war,  shall,  while  they  con- 
tinue to  be  neld  by  the  patentees,  or  their  helra, 
remain  exempt  as  aforesaid  from  taxation  for  the 
term  of  three  years  from  and  after  the  date  of  the 
patents  respectively.! 

Sxo.  7.  And  be  it  furOufr  vntuUfd,  That,  in  case 
a  constitution  and  Slate  government  shall  be* 
formed  for  the  people  of  the  said  Territory  of  Mis- 
souri, the  said  convention  or  represeatatives,  as 
soon  thereafter  as  mar  be,  shall  cause  a  true  and 
attested  copy  of  such  constitution,  or  frame  of 
State  govemmentyas  shall  be  farmed  or  provided;- 
to  be  transmitted  to  Congress. 

SfiC;  8.  And  be  it  pother  emded,  Thttt  in  all 
thai  territory  Ceded  by  France  to  the  Uilited  Stetea, 
uiider  the  niame  of  Louisianaj  which  lies  north  of 
thirty-six  degrei^  and  thirty  minutes  north  Uti^ 
tnde,  not  inehided  within  the  limita  of  the  State 
contemplated  by  this  act,  slavery  and  involuntary 
servitude,  otherwise  than  in  the  punishment  of 
crimes,  whereof  the  parties  shall  have  been  diily 
convicted,  shall  be,  and  is  hereby,  forever  prohib- 
ited :   Pfovided  aibiDaf$^  That  any  person  escaping 
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thbt  k\\  etioses,  aak>fis,«uits,  process,  pleadings,  and 
other  proceedings  of  every  description,  that  are  or 
sfenli  be  existing-  or  depending  in  the  said  district 
court,  shall  becotttinoed  oTcr  and  returnable  to  the 
said  district  court,  to  be  hoiden  at  Columbus  as 
aibrenaid,  and  shall  be  proceeded  with  in  due  £otm 
of  law. 

Approved,  Mareh  4, 1820. 


An  Act  to  continue  in  force  for  a  further  time  the 
act  entitled  "Ah  act  for  establiabing  tradiog-housea 
with  the  Indian  tribed." 

Be  U  macUd,  f  c.,  That  the  act,  entitled  *'An  act 
for  establishing  trading-houses  with  the  Indian 
tribes,"  passed  on  the  second  day  of  March,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven,  and  which 
was,  by  subsequent  acts,  continued  in  force  until 
the  first  day  of  March,  one  thousaild  eight  hun- 
dred and  twenty,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
furtber  continued  in  force  until  the  third  day  of 
March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty- 
one,  and  no  longer. 

Approved,  March  4, 1820. 

An  Act  to  authorixe  the  people  of  Misaonri  Territory 
to  fo/rm  a  conatitntioR  and  8ute*  government,  and 
fd^  ttte'admlMion  of  scrdi  State  into- the  Union  on* 
aii'e<jaal  footing  wfth  the  original  9t«tto,  aiid  to 
profaitiit  alavery  in  certain  terrhbrlM. 

Be  itenuetai^^tf:,  That  the  inhabitants  of  that 
portion  of  the  Missouri  Territory  included  with- 
in the  boundaries  hereinafter  designated,  be,  and 
they  are  hereby,  auibortaed  -  to  form  for  them* 
selves  a  constitution  sod  Slate  government,  and 
to  assume  such  name  as  they  shs[ll  deem  proper; 
and  the -said  State,  when  formed,  shall  be  admitted 
into  the  Union,  upon  an  equal  footing  with  the 
original  States,  in  all  respects  whatsoever. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enaoUd^  That  the  said 
State  shall  consist  of  all  the  territory  included 
within  the  following  boundaries,  to  wit:  Begin- 
ning in  the  middle  of  the  Mississippi  river,  on  the 
parallel  of  tliirty^six  degrees  of  north  latitude; 
thence,  west,  along  that  parallel  of  latitude  to  the 
St.  Francois  river;  thence  up,  and  following  the 
coarse  oi  that  river,  in  the  middle  of  the  itiain 
channel  thereof,  to  the  parallel  of  latitude  of  thirty- 
9h^' degVei^s  and  thirt]^  ntiniites^  thence.  West, 
along  thesflh^c,  to  a  pdnt  where  the  said  parallel 
it'intersected  by  a  meridibn  line  pas^hig  torottgh 
th^t  nriddliB  of  the  mouth  of  the  Kansas  river, 
wimre th€'sam6  eMpti^  into  the MiMouri river; 
theacv,  fronrr  the  point  aforesaid^  north,  along  the 
9ifd  t»eri#iaii  line,  to  the'  intieirseetion  of  the  par^ 
altel  of  latitude  which  passes  through  the  rapids' 
of  the  river  Das  IVfoines'intifciBg  the  fm6  line  to 
eMre»f)oflr(t  with  th^  Indian  boo ndtvy  liner ^  thence, 
etfst;  from  the  pohit  of  inderseetion  last  aforesiid, 
along  the  said  panraHel'of  latttude,  to  the  middle 
of  th^  chffnnel  of  the  imin  fork  of  the*s«id  river 
Des  Moinets;  thence  down,  and  along  the  middle 
of  th^  tnain  channel  of  the  said  river  Des  Moines, 
to  the  idduth  of  the  same,  where  it  empties  into 
the  Mifisiwirppi  river;  thence,  due  east,  to  themid-^ 
die' of  the  main  ohimiiei^of  Mhsissippi  river; 


thence,  down,  and  following  the  coarse  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi river,  in  the  middle  of  the  main  cbamK^ 
thereof,  to  the  place  of  beginning :  PfwrideA,  l%e 
said  State  shall  ratify  the  boundaries  aforesaid: 
And  prwided,  also,;  That  the  said  State  shall  have 
concurrent  jurisdiction  on  the  nrer  MaB»issip|i 
and  every  other  rivet  bordering  on  the  said  Sta£e| 
so  far  as  the  said  rivers  shall  forin  a  cmomos 
boundary  to  the  said  State ;  and  any  other  Stase 
or  States,  now  or  hereafter  to  be  fonoed  and 
bounded  by  the  same,  such  rivers  to  be  eoaimon 
to  both;  and  that  the  rfver  MisiMippi,  a&d  the 
navigable  rivers  and  waters  leadiiig  intD  the  same, 
shall  be  common  highways,  and  forever  free,  as 
well  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  Scateas  to  other 
citizens  d  the  United  States,  wilhoof  asy  ux, 
duty,  impost,  or  t6ll,  therefor,  imposed  by  the  said 
State. 

Ssc:  3.  A!iidlf$  it  fitfikar  enUdiO^  That  all  free 
vi^hite  m^le  citizens  of  the  United  States,  who 
shaH  have  arrived  at  the  ajg*e  of  twentyHNie  years, 
ahd  have  resided' in  said  Tef^itdry'tfalcr  mooths 
previous  to  the  dfty  of  election,  and  all  other  per- 
sons quatified^  to  vote  for  representatives  to  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  said  Territory,  diall  be 
qualified  to  be  ele^tisd;  and  the^  are  hereby  quali- 
fied and  avthoriisffid  to  vote,  and  choose  represent- 
atives to  fortn  a  convention,  who  shidl'  be  appor- 
tioned ainongst  the  several  counties,  as  follows : 

FVom  the  county  of  Howard,  ^re  representa- 
tives.  From  the  county  of  Cooper,  three  repre- 
seiita ti  ves.  Fhom  the  county  of  Montmnery,  two 
representatives.  Froni  the  coonty  o?  Pike^  one 
representative.  From  the  county  of  Lineoku  one 
representative.  From  the  county  of  St.  Charles, 
tbree'representfiitives.  From  the  county  of  Fraak- 
lin,  on^  representative.  From  the  coonty  of  St 
Loiiis,  eight  representatives.  From  the  coonty  of 
Jefferson,  one  representative.  From  the  cousty 
of  Washington,  three  representatives.  From  the 
coonty  of  St.  Genevieve,  foihr  representatives. 
From  the  county  of  Madison,  one  representative 
From  the  county  of  Cape  Girardeau,  five  repre- 
sentatives. From  the  county  of  New  Madrid,  tvo 
representatives.  From  the  county  of  Wayne,  and 
that  portion  of  the  county  of  L/awveaoe  that  falls 
within  the  boundaries  herein  desij^natedj  one  rep- 
resiedtative. 

Ahd  the  election  fOi'the  repres^t^tives  afore- 
said shali  be  hoiden  ot  the  first  Monday,  and  two 
succeeding  days  of  M^sy  nett,  thit>ughdut  the  seve- 
ral cMtntie^  aforesaid  in -the  said  TM-ltory,  and 
shall  be  in  every  res|)ect  held  and  oradaeted'in  the 
siime  manner,  and  under  the  same  remlations^  ts 
is  pr^xHbed  by  tbelaWs  of  the  said  Territory 
reg^latin^  elections  ther«n,  for  members  of  the 
General  Assembly^  except  that  the  recimsof  the 
elcfcfioo!  in  tliat  portion  of  Lawrence  connty  in- 
clude in  th^  boundaries  aforesaid,  shall  be  made 
to  the  tbtxkty  of  Wayne,  as'  is  provided  in  other 
cages'  utidei'  the  laWs  of  said  Teitifor^. 

Sac.  4.  Andb$4t>fkrtkerenaiieely  That  the  mem- 
bers of  the  convention  thus  duly  elected,  shall  he, 
atrd  th6y  are  hereby,  authorized  to  meet  at  the  seat 
of  government  of  said  Territory,  on  the  second 
Monday  of  th^fobnth  of  June  next;  aMtbenid 
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PMic  Acta  of  Conffnss. 


[Free  white  females  of  twenty-six  and  under  forty- 
^V9,  including  heads  of  families. 

I  Free  white  females  of  forty-five  and  upwards,  in* 
eluding  heads  of  families. 

I  Foreignera  not  natural iaed. 


SLAVES. 


I  Males  under  fourteen. 


Males  of  twenty-six  and  under  forty-five. 


Males  of  fourteen  and  under  twenty-six. 


Males  of  forty-five  and  upwards. 


Females  of  fourteen. 


Femaies  of  fourteen  and  under  twenty-six. 


Females  of  twenty-six  and  under  forty-five. 


I  Females  of  forty-five  and  upwards. 

FREE  COLORED  PERSONS. 


Males  under  fourteen  years. 


Males  of  fourteen  and  under  twenty-six. 


I  Males  of  twenty-six  and  under  forty-five. 


Males  of  forty-five  and  'Upwards. 


Females  under  fourteen  years. 


JS-. 

•rtf: 


Females  of  fourteen  and  under  twenty-six. 


Females  of  twenty-six  and  under  forty-five. 


Females  of  forty-five  and  upwards. 


All  other  persons,  except  Indians  not  taxed. 


Sec.  2.  And  he  U  further  enacted^  That  every  as- 
.dstant  failing  or  neslecting  to  noake  a  proper  re- 
.urn,  or  making  a  false  return  of  the  enumeration 
f'^o  the  miarshal,  within  the  time  limited  by  this  act, 
^^  hall  forfeit  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars,  re- 
■^^^'loverable  in  the  manner  pointed  out  in  the  next 
^^''ection  of  this  act. 

^'    Sec.  3.  And  he  U  further  enacted,  That  the  mar- 

1  ^Jials  shall  £Qe  the  several  returns  aforesaid,  and, 

^^iso,  an  attested  copy  of  the  aggregate  amount 

P^iereinafter  directed,  to  be  transmitted  by  them, 

irrespectively,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  the 

'■"^lerks  of   their  respective  districts,  or  superior 

^^oarts,  (as  the  case  may  be,)  who  are  hereby  di* 

:Q^^3Gted  to  receive,  and  carefully  to  preserve  the 

si^ime.    And  the  marshals,  respectively,  shall,  on 

.  r  before  the  first  day  of  April,  in  the  year  one 

>rc»>?^ioasand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-one,  transmit 

I  the  Secretary  of  State  the  ag^effate  amount  of 

-<j^ch  description  of  persons  within  Uieir  respective 

^  istricts  or  territories.    And  every  marshal  failing 

>^>  file  the  returns  of  his  assistants^  or  the  returns 

^  any  of  them,  with  the  clerks  of  the  respective 

[^  mrts  as  aforesaid,  or  failing  to  return  the  agfre- 

oA^te  amount  of  each  description  of  persons  in  their 

^lees^pective  districts  or  territories,  as  required  by  this 

^^.t,  and  as  the  same  shall  api)ear  from  said  returns, 

j^     the  Secretarv  of  State,  within  the  time  limited 

-^-  this  act,  shall,  for  every  such  offence,  forfeit  the 

f^^tn  of  one  thousand  dollars,  which  forfeitures 

'^aJI  be  recoverable  in  the  courts  of  the  districts 

"      ceTritories  where  the  said  offences  shall  be  com- 

!>^fU^d,.  or  within  the  circuit  courts  held  within 

^t^  same,  by  action  of  debt,  information,  or  in- 

'^jjctment ;  the  one- half  thereof  to  the  use  of  the 

,  i^l^aited  States  and  the  other  half  to  the  informer ; 
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but  where  the  prosecution  shall  be  first  instituted 
on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  the  whole  shall 
accrue  to  their  use.    And,  for  the  more  effectual 
discovery  of  such  offbncfs,  the  judges  of  the  sev- 
eral district:  courts,  in  the  several  districts,  and  of 
the  Supreme  Courts  in  the  Territories  of  tne  Uni- 
ted States,  as  aforesaid,  at  their  next  session,  to  be 
held  after  Uie  expiration  of  the  time  allowed  ibr 
making  the  returns  of  the  enumeration  herebj 
directed,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  shall  give  Uiis 
act  in  charge  to  the  grand  juries  in  their  respective 
courts,  and  shall  cause  the  returns  of  the  several 
asaistants,  and  the  said  attested  copy  of  the  aggre- 
gate amount  to  be  laid  before  them  for  inspection. 
Sec.  4.  And  he  U*fm1heir  emaxUd,  That  every  aa- 
siatant  shall  receive  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  for 
ev«ry  hundred  persons  by  him  returned,  where 
such  persons  reside  in  the  country;  and  where 
such  persons  reside  in  a  city  or  town,  containing 
more  than  three  thousand  jpersons,  such  assistant 
shall  receive  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  for  every 
three  hundred  persons ;  but  where,  from  the  dis- 
persed situation  of  the  inhabitants  in  some  divis- 
ions, one  dollar  will  be  insufficient  for  one  hundred 
persons,  the  marshals,  with  the  approbation  of  the 
judges  of  their  respective  districts  or  territories, 
may  make  such  furth»  allowance  to  the  assistants 
in  such  divisions  as  shall  be  deemed  an  adequate 
compensation :  Provided,  The  same  does  not  ex- 
ceed one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  for  every 
fifty  persons  by  them  returned :  ProMed,  furthcTy 
Thiat  before  any  assistant,  as  aforesaid,  shall  be 
entitled  to  receive  said  compensation,  he  shall  take 
and  subscribe  the  following  oath  or  affirmation, 
before  some  Judge  or  justice  of  the  peace  author- 
ized to  administer  the  same,  to  wit :  I)  A  B,  do 
solemnly  swear,  or  affirm,  that  the  number  of  per- 
sons set  forth  in  the  return  made  by  me,  agreeably 
to  the  provisions  of  the  act.  entitled  "An  act  to 
provide  for  taking  the  fourtn  census  or  enumera- 
tion of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  and 
for  other  purposes,''  have  been  ascertained  by  ap 
actual  inquiry  at  every  dwelling-bouse,  or  of  the 
head  of  every  family,  in  exact  conformity  with  the 
provisions  ot  said  act ;  and  that  I  have,  in  every 
respect,  fulfilled  the  duties  required  of  me  by  said 
act  to  the  best  of  my  abilities,  and  that  the  return 
aforesaid  is  correct  and  true,  according  to  the  best 
of  my  knowledge  and  belief    The  several  mar- 
shals shall  receive  as  follows :  The  marshal  of  the 
District  of  Maine,  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars ; 
the  marshal  of  the  district  of  New  Hampshire,  two 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars ;  the  marshal  of  the  dis- 
trict of  Massachusetts,  three  hundred  dollars;  the 
marshal  of  the  district  of  Rhode  Island,  one  hnn- 
dred  and  fifty  dollars ;  the  marshal  of  tne  district 
of  Connecticut,  two  hundred  dollars ;  the  marshal 
of  the  district  of  Vermont,  two  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars;  the  marshal  of  the  southern  district  of 
New  York,  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars;  the 
marshal  of  the  northern  districtof  New  York,  two 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars ;  the  marshal  of  the  dis- 
trict of  New  Jersey,  two  hundred  dollars ;  the  mar- 
shal of  the  eastern  district  of  Pennsylvania,  three 
hundred  dollars ;  the  marshal  of  the  western  dis- 
trict of  Pennsylvania,  two  hundred  dolian;  the 


iDio  (he  sam*,  from  wliom  labor  or  serfke  is  law- 
fully rlniiiird,  in  iinv  SUM  or  Territory  of  lUt 
Unilrjl  Slnti-f,  uunji  fUjE;ili*c  may  bp  lawfully  rt^ 
clainii^d,  and  •.■anipyvd  lo  the  pirrwn  cluimiDi;  hit 
or  hiT  laliiit  or  suvices  ui  aforeiaid. 
Approved,  Mnrcli  6,  ISau. 


An  Act  in 


d.1iU 


irt  xgu 


fie  it  enadtd,  fc.,  Tiiul,  during  the  ^iresint  and 
tvery  sulwt^iiFui  stsitonof  Congrr-w,a 
pacliec«  to  atti  from  ttic  I'rc^idcnl  of  the  Scni 


lettpniaDd 


pro  Irmfiart,  and  Iho  Sjjtalter  of  llit'  House  of  Hrp- 
mrnlutiTct.  for  ihc  time  boins,  uliall  he  received 
AaA  poun'yrd  liy  ni«il,  free  wf  poMoae,  uuder  the 
Huir  rirtiric^iiani  ns  orv  provided  bylaw  with  r«- 
iPfCl  \a  li-Iters  and  pachela  lu  and  from  lUe  Vice 
Prviiidcul  uf  ibe  United  Bts[e<. 
Approved,  Marcb  13,  1620. 

An  Act  to  pmrid*  far  liking  tha  fuutih  cenxuaar 
DnnmcnuinnurihiriiihabitBntaonhe  United  Hutw, 
sdJ  for  allicr  purpiuci. 

B«i(m**rf,  iff.,  That  the  mnrshals  of  the  several 
diuricis  of  i\\e  Uuilcd  Stales,  nod  of  ibe  District 
of  Coluriibm,  Dud  uf  the  Terriiori»  of  Mis&ouri, 
Mi(^hi|;ao,  .lod  AtkaniiaH,  respcclircly,  shall  bv, 
■nd  ihr-y  are  hereby,  auihorizeU  and  required,  un- 
ivi  iho  direction  of  the  Secreiary  of  State,  and 
itooordinfi  to  snch  instructioostLshe^'hBllgive,  pur- 
*uaii[  la  ib»  act,  to  cause  the  number  of  ibe  in- 
liabitauiH  within  their  respective  districts  and  tor- 
litories  lobe  taken,  omitting,  io  sueb  CD  uiQ  era  lion, 
IndianE  not  taxed,  and  distiofcui shins  free  [lersoos, 
including  those  iMund  lo  service  for  a  term  ol 
yrar*,  f/ota  all  othi^mi  distinguishing,  also,  the 
wiM  and  colors  of  free  persons,  and  the  I'rec  males 
imtler  ICO  yoant  of  age ;  those  of  Icn  years  and 
under  sislcen  ;  those  of  sixteen  and  under  tweuty- 
llx:  th<»R  of  twcnty-aix  nnd  under  forly-live; 
Vxa  those  uf  forly-Gve  and  upwards;  and,  also, 
duiioiEUiBhius  free  females  under  ten  years  of  age ; 
IboM  of  ten  and  Under  sixteen ;  thosv  of  sixteen 
Bod  under  twenty-six ;  those  of  twenty -six  and 
ander  forty-five ;  and  those  of  foriy-Bve  and  up- 
irards  I  and  also  dislin^ishing  the  number  of 
penmns  enga^d  in  agriculture,  commerce,  and 
tOBDufacEurex,  t«<pectivdy.  Fur  effecting  which 
ihc  marshals  aforesaid  sUatl  have  power,  and 
tbey  arc  hereby,  tespcclively,  authorized  and  re- 
quired, to  appoint  one  or  more  asfislanis  in  each 
couniy  and  ciiy,  in  their  respective  districts 
and  tern  tor  !<.'?,  resideoli  of  the  county  and  city 
for  which  thty  shall  be  appointed,  and  shall  assign 
a  cerlnin  division  lo  each  of  the  said  assistanli, 
which  division  shall  not  consist  of  more  than  one 
county  or  city,  but  may  includeoneor  more  towot, 
lowostiips,  wardH,  hundreds,  or  parishes,  plainly 
«nd  distinctly  bounded  by  water  courscii,  moun- 
laina,  public  roads,  or  other  monuments.  And  the 
mid  enumeration  shall  be  mads  by  an  actual  inqui- 
ry BtevMydwclliDg-hoosG,orof  the  head  of  every 
(aiBily,  and  not  otherwise.  The  marsbals  and 
(bcir  aviiHUnts  nball,  respectively,  lake  an  OBih  or 
kffirmaiioD  before  some  Jndj[e  or  Juiticc  of  the 


peace,  rciideni  wni  ■■■  ''■■■■ 
lerritoriei,  befof- 1 
by  this  act.    Til. 
kbal  elmll  bea^.  i. 
di»trie[  of  — -, 
thatl  will  well    . 
and  perfect  en'iiiM 
sons  resident  wit  !i. 
alsonDaccouni.: 
holdmanufactiir' 
reiary  of  Stntf, 
act  of  Concre^ 
taking  the  louriii  ' 
babilants  of  the  bn\i>'(]   :- ' 
puses,'  according  to  the  Ik   : 
oaib  or  affiriuation  of  ai> 
A  U,  do  solemnly  swear,  r 
make  a  just  and  perfect  t  ri> 
lion  of  all  persons  rtnid-  r 
assigned  to  mc  for  that  pu  r ; 

,  and,  also,  an  accoti.  ■ 

except  household  manulai-: 
turn  thereof  to  the  said  a. . 
directions  of  iheaet  of'C- 
to  provide  for  taking  tbe  d 
ation  of  the  inhabitants  -li  ; 
for  other  purposes,'  ucci":. 
abilities."    The  enumci»i 
the  Snil  Monday  of  Augu  ' . 
sand  eight  hundnd  iinJ 
wilbin  six  caleiii'.i 
entl  atsislauu    I 
tranMDiilo  thi  i. 
speciively  be  :i, , 
prrsons,  ticepi  1 1 
ipcctive  divist' I 
in  a  schedule,  il: 
town,  townshi;!,  -. 
lies,  by  the 


ard. 


ir  oliic, 


following:  I' 
within  my  division,  coQ«i'.i. 
a  schedule  hereto  aonextJ. 

day  of ,  in  the  yrir  oi 

hundred  and  twenty.    AB,ai 

shal  of  

Schediileof  the  whole  aumberil 
Ihc  division  allotted  to  A  B : 


Name  of  th*  couuiy.  lumll,  Mfl 
ri';.  t.h*ni  tb«  hmilr  Twdi^ 

N.mr.  ofhrsH.  ,,1  f.mil™         t 

_ 

Free  mbue  ,uUr.  un.lur  ua  yjuJ 
Fr>.'<ivh<lemil.<.>r  irnaii.l  »Bitm 

- 

Free  while  nisl.-»  t.Mwrrn  .,.!»-«* 
>r«-h,<s...!^ ---■-.-. 

iDCiudll.'. 

Free  whiu  r. 
fi.».  \n.-\ 
Vreo  .hi.,.   ...                                1 
cIdJk.,.  ! 

Freu  wnxv  1' 

- 

Fus  wUiM  itFMii.*  „i    .,ii<-,..i  r..>U, 
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Public  AeU  of  Congnu. 


Fret  white  females  of  tweniy-eix  tod  under  forty- 
five,  indoding  heads  of  families. 


Free  white  females  of  forty-five  and  upwards,  in* 
eluding  heads  of  families. 


I  Foreignen  not  natural iaed. 


SLAVES. 


I  Males  under  fourteen. 


Males  of  fourteen  and  under  twenty-six. 


Males  of  twenty-six  and  under  forty-five. 


Males  of  forty-five  and  upwards. 


I  Females  of  fourteen. 


I  Females  of  fourteen  and  under  twenty-six. 
I  Females  of  twenty-six  and  under  forty-five. 

--     --      I  

I  Females  of  forty*five  and  upwardsp 


FREE  COLORED  PERSONS. 


I  Males  under  fourteen  years. 


I  Males  of  fourteen  and  under  twenty-six. 
I  Males  of  twenty-six  and  under  forty-five. 


Males  of  forty-five  and  upwards. 


emales  under  fourteen  years. 


I  Femalee  of  fourteen  and  under  twenty-six. 


Females  of  twenty-six  and  under  forty-five. 


Females  of  forty-five  and  upwards. 


All  other  persons,  except  Indians  not  taxed. 


Sec.  2.  And  he  it  fwthtr  enacted^  That  every  bst 
>tant  failing  or  nefflecting  to  make  a  proper  re- 
m,  or  making  a  false  return  of  the  enumeration 
the  marshal,  within  the  time  limited  by  this  act, 
all  forfeit  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars,  re- 
rerable  in  the  manner  pointed  out  in  the  next 
ction  of  this  act. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  mar- 
sJs  shall  file  the  several  returns  aforesaid,  and, 
o,  an  attested  copy  of  the  aggregate  amount 
reinafter  directed,  to  be  transmitted  by  them, 
pectively,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  the 
rks  of  their  respective  districts,  or  superior 
irts,  (as  the  case  may  be,)  who  are  hereby  di- 
ited  to  receive,  and  carefully  to  preserve  the 
ne.  And  the  marshals,  respectively,  shall,  on 
before  the  first  day  of  April,  in  the  year  one 
>asand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-one,  transmit 
the  Secretary  of  State  the  ac^egate  amount  of 
:h  description  of  persons  within  meir  respective 
tricts  or  territories.  And  every  marshal  failing 
Sle  the  returns  of  his  assistants,  or  the  returns 
any  of  them,  with  the  clerks  of  the  respective 
irts  as  aforesaid,  or  failing  to  return  the  aggre- 
e  amount  of  each  description  of  persons  in  their 
pective  districts  or  territories,  as  required  by  this 
,  and  as  the  same  shall  api)ear  from  said  returns, 
he  Secretarv  of  State,  within  the  time  limited 
this  act,  shall,  for  every  such  offence,  forfeit  the 

I  of  one  thousand  dollars,  which  forfeitures 

II  be  recoverable  in  the  courts  of  the  districts 
erritories  where  the  said  offences  shall  be  com- 
ted,,  or  within  the  circuit  courts  held  within 

same,  by  action  of  debt,  information,  or  in- 
iiiient ;  the  one-half  thereof  to  the  use  of  the 
ted  States  and  the  other  half  to  tlie  informer ; 
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but  where  the  prosecution  shall  be  first  instituted 
on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  the  whole  shall 
accrue  to  their  use.    And,  for  the  more  effectual 
discovery  of  such  offbncfs,  the  judges  of  the  sev- 
en! district  courts,  in  the  several  districts,  and  of 
the  Supreme  Courts  in  the  Territories  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  as  aforesaid,  at  their  next  session,  to  be 
held  after  the  expiration  of  the  time  allowed  £6f 
making  the  returns  of  the  enumeration  hereby 
direct^,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  shall  give  this 
act  in  charge  to  the  grand  juries  in  their  respective 
courts,  and  shall  cause  the  returns  of  the  several 
assistants,  and  the  said  attested  copy  of  the  aggre- 
gate amount  to  be  laid  before  them  for  inspection. 
Sec.  4.  And  he  it^fwihar  enadedy  That  every  as- 
sistant shall  receive  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  for 
every  hundred  peiwns  by  him  returned,  where 
such  persona  reside  in  the  country;  and  where 
such  persons  reside  in  a  city  or  town,  containing 
more  than  three  thousand  ^rsons,  such  assistant 
shall  receive  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  for  every 
three  htmdred  persons ;  but  where,  from  the  dis- 
persed situation  of  the  inhabitants  in  some  divis- 
ions, one  dollar  will  be  insufficient  for  one  hundred 
persons,  the  marshals,  with  the  approbation  of  the 
judges  of  their  respective  districts  or  territories, 
may  make  such  further  allowance  to  the  assistants 
in  such  divisions  as  shall  be  deemed  an  adequate 
compensation :  Provided,  The  same  does  not  ex- 
ceed one  doUar  and  twenty-five  cents  for  every 
fifty  persons  by  them  returned :  Provided,  farther. 
That  before  any  assistant,  as  aforesaid,  shall  be 
entitled  to  receive  said  compensation,  he  shall  take 
and  subscribe  the  following  oath  or  affirmation, 
before  some  judge  or  justice  of  the  peace  author- 
ized to  administer  the  same,  to  wit :  I,  A  B,  do 
solemnly  swear,  or  affirm,  that  the  number  of  per- 
sons set  forth  in  the  return  made  by  me,  agreeably 
to  the  provisions  of  the  act.  entitled  "An  act  to 
provide  for  taking  the  fourtn  census  or  enumera- 
tion of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  have  been  ascertained  hy  ap 
actual  inquiry  at  every  dwelling-bouse,  or  of  the 
head  of  every  family,  in  exact  conformity  with  the 
provisions  oi  said  act ;  and  that  I  have,  in  every 
respect,  fulfilled  the  duties  required  of  me  by  said 
act  to  the  best  of  my  abilities,  and  that  the  return 
aforesaid  is  correct  and  true,  according  to  the  best 
of  my  knowledge  and  belief.    The  several  mar- 
shals shall  receive  as  follows :  The  marshal  of  the 
District  of  Maine,  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars; 
the  marshal  of  the  district  of  New  Hampshire,  two 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars ;  the  marshal  of  the  dis- 
trict of  Massachusetts,  three  hundred  dollars;  the 
marshal  of  the  district  of  Rhode  Island,  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars ;  the  marshal  of  tne  district 
of  Connecticut,  two  hundred  dollars ;  the  marshal 
of  the  district  of  Vermont,  two  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars;  the  marshal  of  the  southern  district  df 
New  York,  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars;  the 
marshal  of  the  northern  district  of  New  York,  two 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars ;  the  marshal  of  the  dis- 
trict of  New  Jersey,  two  hundred  dollars ;  the  mar- 
shal of  the  eastern  district  of  Pennsylvania,  three 
hundfied  dollars ;  the  marshal  of  the  western  dis- 
trict of  Pennsylvania^  two  hundred  dollars;  the 
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marshal  of  the  district  of  Delaware,  one  hundred 
dollars ;  the  marshal  of  the  district  of  Maryland, 
three  hundred  dollars ;  the  marshal  of  the  eastern 
district  of  Virginia,  thi^  hundred  dollars;  the 
marshal  of  the  western  district  of  Virginia^  two 
hundred  dollars;  the  marshal  of  the  district  of 
Kentucky,  three  hundred  dollars ;  the  marshal  of 
the  district  of  North  Carolina,  three  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars ;  the  marshal  of  the  district  of  South 
Carolina,  three  hundred  dollars ;  the  marshal  of 
the  district  of  Greor^a,  three  hundred  dollars ;  the 
marshal  of  the  district  of  East  Tennessee,  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars ;  the  marshal  of  the  district 
of  West  Tennessee,  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars; 
the  marshal  of  the  district  of  Ohio,  three  hundred 
dollars ;  the  marshal  of  the  district  of  Indiana,  two 
hundred  dollars;  the  marshal  of  the  district  of 
Illinois,  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars ;  the  mar- 
shal of  the  district  of  Mississippi,  one  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars ;  the  marshal  of  tne  district  of  Louisi- 
ana, one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars ;  the  marshal  of 
the  district  of  Alabama,  one  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars :  the  marshal  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
fifty  dollars ;  the  marshal  of  the  Missouri  Terri- 
tory, one  hundred  dollars;  the  marshal  of  the 
Michigan  Territory,  one  hundred  dollars ;  the  mar- 
shal of  the  Arkansas  Territory,  one  hundred  dol- 
lars. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  every 
person  whose  usual  place  of  abode  snail  be  in  any 
family,  on  the  said  first  Monday  in  August,  one 
thousand  eieht  hundred  and  twenty,  shall  be  re- 
turned as  of  such  family;  and  the  name  of  every 
person  who  shall  be  an  inhabitant  of  any  district 
or  territory,  without  a  settled  place  of  residence, 
shall  be  inserted  in  the  column  of  the  schedule 
which  is  allotted  for  the  heads  of  families  in  the 
division  where  he  or  she  shall  be  on  the  said  first 
Monday  in  Aug^ust ;  and  every  person  occasionally 
absent  at  the  time  of  enumeration,  as  belonging  to 
the  place  in  which  he  or  she  usually  resides  in  the 
United  States. 

Sec.  6.  Aitd  he  it  farther  enacted,  That  each  and 
every  free  person,  more  than  sixteen  years  of  age, 
whether  heads  or  families  or  not,  belonging  to  any 
family  within  any  division,  district,  or  territory, 
made  or  established  within  tne  United  States,  shall 
be,  and  hereby  is^  obliged  to  render  to  the  assistant 
of  the  division,  if  required,  a  true  account,  to  the 
best  of  his  or  her  knowledge,  of  every  person  be- 
longing to  such  family,  respectivdy,  according  to 
the  several  descriptions  aforesaid,  on  pain  of  for- 
feiting twenty  dollars,  to  be  sued  for  and  recovered, 
in  an  action  of  debt,  bv  such  assistant ;  the  one 
half  to  his  own  use,  and  the  other  half  to  the  use 
of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  7.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  each  and 
every  assistant,  previous  to  making  his  return  to 
the  marshal,  shall  cause  a  correct  copy,  signed  by 
himself,  of  the  schedule  containing  tne  number  of 
inhabitants  within  his  division,  to  be  set  up  at  two 
of  the  most  public  places  within  the  same,  there  to 
remain  for  the  inspection  of  all  concerned ;  for 
each  of  which  copies  the  said  assistant  shall  be 
entitled  to  receive  two  dollars:  jProoidM,  Proof  of 


the  schedule  having  been  set  up  and  suffered  to 
remain,  shall  be  transmitted  to  tne  marshal,  with 
the  return  of  the  number  of  persons,  and  in  case 
any  assistant  shall  fail  to  make  such  proof  to  tbf 
marshal  as  aforesaid,  he  shall  forfeit  the  compes- 
sation  allowed  him  by  this  act. 

Sec.  8.  And  he  it  further  eaacted,  That  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  shall  be  and  hereby  is  authorized 
and  required  to  transmit  to  the  marshals  of  the 
several  districts  and  territories,  regnlatioDs  aod 
instructions  pursuant  to  this  act,  for  canyio^  the 
same  into  enect,  and  also  the  forms  coDtained 
therein,  of  the  schedule  to  be  returned,  and  soch 
other  forms  as  may  be  necessary  in  carrjring  this 
act  into  execution,  and  proper  interrogatories  to 
be  administered  bv  the  several  persons  to  be  esh 
ployed  in  taking  tne  enumeration. 

Sec.  9.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  in  those 
States  composing  two  districts,  and  where  pan  of 
a  county  may  he  in  each  district,  such  coootr 
shall  be  considered  as  belonging  to  that  district  in 
which  the  court-house  of  said  county  mar  be 
situate. 

Sec  10.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  it  ^M 
be  the  duty  of  the  several  marshals  and  their  as- 
sistants, at  the  time  of  taking  the  said  censas  to 
take,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  S^ate. 
and  according  to  such  instructions  as  he  $iiall 
give,  and  such  forms  as  he  shall  prescribe,  an  ac- 
count of  the  several  manufacturing  establisbmeDU 
and  their  manufactures,  within  their  sereral  dis- 
tricts, territories,  and  divisions :  the  said  asisUuts 
shall  make  return  of  the  same  to  the  marshals  of 
their  respective  districts  or  territories;  and  the  said 
marshals  shall  transmit  the  said  retoms,  and  ab- 
stracts thereof,  to  the  Secretary  of  Stale,  at  the 
same  time  at  which  thev  are,  by  this  act,  requimi. 
respectively,  to  make  their  returns  to  the  Secre 
tary  of  State;  for  the  performance  of  which  addi- 
tional service,  they  shall  respectively  receiTe,  as 
compensation  therefor,  not  exceeding  tveorj  ner 
centum  in'  addition  to  the  sums  allowed  bf  wh 
act,  to  be  apportioned  in  proportion  to  the  services 
rendered,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of 
State. 

Sec  11.  And  he  it  further  enacUd,  That  in  all 
cases  where  the  superficial  content  of  any  coonty 
or  parish  shall  exceed  forty  miles  square,  and  the 
number  of  inhabitants  in  said  parish  or  county 
shall  not  exceed  two  thousand  five  hundred,  the 
marshal  or  assistants  shall  be  allowed,  with  the 
approbation  of  the  judges  of  the  rcspectiTc  dwitrictt 
or  territories,  such  further  compensation  as  sm 
be  deemed  reasonable :  Provided^  The  same  doe 
not  exceed  three  dollars  for  every  fifty  persons  or 
them  returned. 

Sec.  12.  And  he  U  further  enacted,  That  when 
the  aforesaid  enumeration  shall  be  completed,  aod 
returned  to  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  Sujf. 
bv  the  marshals  of  the  States  and  Territories,  be 
shall  direct  the  printers  to  Congress  to  print,  for 
the  use  of  the  Congress,  fifteen  hundred  csptf^ 
thereof. 

Approved,  March  14, 1830. 
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An  Act  making  ftpproprUtiont  for  the  support  of  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  twenty. 

Be  U  enacted^  ^.,  That,  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Navy,  for  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty,  the  fbllowing  sums  be 
aad  the  same  are  hereby  respectively  appropri- 
ated: 

For  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  officers,  and  pay 
of  the  seamen,  nine  hundred  and  eighty-nine  thou- 
sand three  hundred  and  twenty  dofiars. 

For,  provisions,  four  hundred  and  fifteen  thou- 
sand one  hundred  and  eiehty-seven  dollars. 

For  medicines,  hospital  stores,  and  all  expenses 
on  account  of  the  sick,  including  the  marine  corps, 
thirty-six  thousand  dollars. 

For  repairs  of  vessels,  four  hundred  and  eighty- 
four  thousand  dollars. 

For  store  rent,  freight,  transportation,  enlist- 
ment of  seamen,  and  all  other  contincent  ex- 
penses, two  hundred  and  forty  thousand  dollars. 

For  improvement  of  navy  yards,  docks,  and 
wharves,  pay  of  superintendents,  store-keepers, 
clerks,  and  laborers,  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

For  payment  of  contracts  made  for  shells  and 
shot,  and  for  military  stores,  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

For  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  marine  corps, 
one  hundred  and  seventv-seven  thousand  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty-eight  aoUars. 

For  clothing  the  same,  twenty-seven  thousand 
two  hundred  and  five  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  same,  twenty 
thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  sev- 
eral appropriations  herein  before  made,  shall  be 
paid  out  ot  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  other- 
wise appropriated. 

Approved,  March  17,  1820. 


An  Act  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United  Butes 
to  appoint  a  Receiver  of  the  public  moneys  and 
Register  of  the  land  office  for  the  district  of  Law- 
rence county,  in  the  Arkansas  Territory* 

Be  U  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  ap- 
point a  Receiver  of  the  public  moneys  and  Regis- 
ter of  the  land  office,  for  the  district  of  Lawrence 
county,  in  the  Arkansas  Territory. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  fuxihtr  enacted,  That  any  per- 
son having  a  claim  to  a  right  of  pre-emption 
within  the  said  district,  shall  make  known  his 
claim  and  location,  according  to  the  provisions  of 
the  laws  now  in  force,  to  the  Register,  at  least  six 
weeks  before  the  time  to  be  designated  by  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  for  issuing  patents  to 
the  soldiers  of  the  late  army,  entitled  to  bounty 
land  in  said  district. 

Approved,  March  17,  1820. 


of  this  act,  the  districts  of  Rhode  Island,  Massa- 
chusetts. New  Hamphire,  and  Maine,  shall  con- 
stitute tne  first  circuit ;  and,  in  addition  to  the  cir- 
cuit courts  now  holden  in  said  circuit,  there  shall 
be  holden  annually  two  circuit  courts  within  and 
for  said  District  of  Maine,  by  the  Justice  of  the 
Supreme  Court  residing  in  said  circuit,  and  by  the 
District  Jud^e  of  Maine,  at  the  times  and  places 
following,  VIZ :  One  session  of  said  court  shall 
commence  and  be  holden  at  Portland,  in  said  dis- 
trict, on  the  eighth  day  of  May;  and  the  other  at 
Wiscasset,  in  said  district,  on  the  eighth  day  of 
October ;  and  when  either  of  said  days  shall  hap- 
pen to  be  Sunday,  the  session  shall  commence  on 
the  day  next  following ;  and  when  only  one  of 
the  juoffes  hereby  directed  to  hold  the  said  circuit 
courts  snail  be  aole  to  attend,  such  circuit  courts 
may  be  held  by  the  judge  so  attending. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  acts, 
and  parts  of  acts,  granting  said  District  Court  of 
Maine  the  powers  and  jurisdiction  of  a  circuit 
court  of  the  United  States  be  and  the  same  are 
hereby  repealed. 

Sec  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Cir- 
cuit Court  by  this  act  established  in  and  for  the 
District  of  Maine,  shall  have  power  to,  and  may, 
at  its  first  session,  take  cognizance  of,  and  proceed 
to  act  upon,  hear,  and  decide,  all  actions,  causes, 
pleas,  processes,  matters,  and  things,  which  have 
originated  in  the  said  District  Court,  and  which 
would  by  law  be  cognizable,  and  be  heard  and 
determined  by  the  Circuit  Court  to  be  holden  in 
the  District  or  Massachusetts,  if  this  act  had  never 
been  made  and  passed. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  those 
causes  which  have  originated  as  aforesaid,  in  said 
District  Court,  and  have  been  entered  at  the  Cir- 
cuit Court  in  the  District  of  Massachusetts,  and 
are  now  pending  therein,  on  error,  appeal,  or  oth- 
erwise, shall  be  transferred  to  the  Circuit  Court  by 
this  act  established,  and  entered  on  the  docket  of 
the  same  at  its  first  session,  in  order  that  the  said 
causes  may  be  heard  and  decided  therein  in 
the  manner  provided  by  the  third  section  of  this 
act. 

Approved,  March  30, 1820. 


An  Act  establishing  a  Circuit  Court  within  and  for 

the  District  of  Maine. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That,  from  and  after  the  passing 


An  Act  farther  to  suspend,  for  a  limited  time,  the  sale 
or  forfeiture  of  lands,  for  failure  in  completing  the 
payment  thereon. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  operation  of  the  sixth 
condition  of  the  fifth  section  of  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  ^An  act  pro- 
viding for  the  sale  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States 
northwest  of  the  Ohio,  and  above  the  moutU  of 
Kentucky  river,"  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  sus- 
pended until  the  thirty-first  day  of  March,  one 
thousand  eiffht  hundred  and  twenty-one,  in  favor 
of  the  purchasers  of  public  lands,  at  any  of  the 
land  offices  of  the  United  States:  Provided,  That 
the  benefit  of  this  act  shall  not  be  extended  to  any 
one  purchaser  for  a  greater  quantity  than  six  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres. 

Approved,  March  30, 1820. 
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An  Act  ior  ftpportionins  the  Reprewntative«  in  the 
Seventeenth  CongteM,  to  be  elected  in  the  Sutes 
of  MeieechnaetU  and  Maine,  and  for  other  porpoaee. 

Be  U  enacted,  fc.  That,  in  the  election  of  Rep- 
resentatives in  tne  Seventeenth  Congress,  the  State 
of  Massachusetts  shall  be  entitled  to  choose  thirteen 
Representatives  only;  and  the  State  of  Maine 
shali  be  entitled  to  choose  seven  Representatives, 
according  to  the  consent  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
said  State  of  Massachusetts,  for  this  purpose  fflven, 
by  their  resolve,  passed  on  the  twenty-nfth  aay  of 
January  last,  and  prior  to  the  adnussion  of  the 
State  of  Maine  into  the  Union. 

S£C.  2.  And  he  it  further  eiuuied,  That,  if  the 
seat  of  any  of  the  Representatives  in  the  present 
Congress,  who  were  elected  in  and  under  the  au- 
thority ot  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  and  who  are 
now  mhabitants  of  the  State  of  Maine,  shall  be 
vacated  by  death,  resignation,  or  otherwise,  such 
vacancy  shall  be  supplied  by  a  successor,  who 
shall,  at  the  time  of  his  election,  be  an  inhabitant 
of  the  State  of  Maine. 

Approved,  April  7, 1820. 


An  Act  making  appropriation!  for  the  aupport  of  Gov- 
ernment, for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twenty. 

Be  U  enacted,  fc,  That  the  following  sums  be, 
and  the  same  are  hereby,  respectively  appropriated, 
that  is  to  say : 

For  compensation  granted  by  law  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives, 
their  officers  and  attendants,  three  hundred  and 
eighty-four  thousand  and  ten  dollars. 

For  the  expenses  of  stationery,  fuel,  printing, 
and  all  other  contingent  and  incidental  expenses 
of  both  Houses  of  Congress,  forty-five  thousand 
dollars. 

For  the  expenses  of  the  Library  of  Congress, 
including  the  librarian's  allowance,  one  thousana 
nine  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  books,  maps,  and  charts, 
for  the  Library  of  Congress,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States,  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  six 
thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  State,  per  act  of  20th  April,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  fifteen  thousand  nine 
hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messengers  in  said  De- 
partment, including  the  messenger  to  the  Patent 
Office,  nine  hundred  and  sixty  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  and  incidental  expenses  of 
said  Department,  including  expenses  of  printing 
and  distributing  copies  of  the  laws  of  the  first  ses- 
sion of  the  Sixteenth  Congress,  thirty-four  thou- 
sand four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, six  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 


the  Secretarv  of  the  Treasury,  per  act  of  twe&ticA 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  oghteeo, 
ten  thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  messengers  in  said  ofBee, 
seven  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  comp^isation  to  the  First  Comptrolkrof 
the  Treasury,  three  thousand  five  hundred  doUin. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  First  Comptroller,  per  act  of  twentieth  Apnl, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  smo- 
teen  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty  doUan. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said  oice, 
four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Second  Coraptro&etof 
the  Treasury,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  said  office, 

Eer  act  of  twentieth  April,  one  thousand  eight 
undred  and  eighteen,  nme  thousand  serea  bim- 
dred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said  oA 
fice,  four  htmdred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  First  Auditiff  of  the 
Treasury,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
said  Auditor,  per  act  of  twentieth  April,  onethoa- 
sand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  fifteen  thooaud 
two  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said  of- 
fice, four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Second  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
said  Auditor,  per  act  of  twentieth  April,  one  thoo- 
sand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  seventeen  thou- 
sand two  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said  of- 
fice, four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Third  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury,  tnree  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
said  Auditor,  per  act  of  twentieth  April,  onethoQ- 
sand  eiffht  hundred  and  eighteen,  tventy-eig&t 
thousand  six  hundred  dollars.  . 

For  compensation  to  the  messengers  in  said  oi- 

fice,  seven  nundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Fourth  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury,  tnree  thousand  dollars.  . 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  theoffi^of 
said  Auditor,  per  act  of  twentieth  April,  ooe  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  fifteen  thooand 
and  fifty  dollars.  .    -^ 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said  office, 
four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Fifth  Aaditor  of «« 
Treasury,  tnree  thousand  dollars.  . 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  thcolBww 
said  Auditor,  per  act  of  twentieth  April,  one  thoa- 
sand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  ten  thousand  n«^c 

hundred  dollars.  . 

For  three  clerks  to  complete  the  duties  of  iw 
Commissioner  of  the  Revenue,  three  thooano 
seven  hundred  dollars.  , 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  sucot- 
fice,  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars.  ^  . 

For  compensation  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  vvi- 
ted  States,  three  thousand  dollars. 
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For  compensation  to  the  deife  in  the  office  of 
said  Treasurer,  per  act  of  twentieth  April,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  five  thou- 
sand two  hundred  and  fifty  doUum. 

For  compensaiion  to  the  two  additional  clerks 
in  the  office  of  the  said  Treasurer,  durin^^  the  pres- 
ent year,  one  thoosand  two  hundred  doUars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
office,  four  nundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Genend  Land  Office,  three  thousand  doUars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
said  Commissioner,  per  act  of  twentieth  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  twenty- 
two  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
office,  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Register  of  the  Treas- 
ury, three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compoisation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  said  Register,  per  act  of  twentieth  of  April. 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  and 
including  two  hundred  dollars  to  correct  an  error 
in  stating  the  total  sum,  for  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  nineteen,  twenty-two  thousand  fire 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
office,  including  the  allowance  for  stamping  ships' 
registers,  five  hundred  dollars. 

F<v  compensation  to  the  secretary  to  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Sinking  Fond,  two  hundred  and 
fifty  doUars. 

For  allowance  to  the  person  employed  in  trans- 
mitting passports  and  sea  letters,  for  expense  of 
translating  foreign  languages  in  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  stationery,  print- 
ing, fuel,  and  all  other  contingent  and  incidental 
expenses  in  the  Treasury  Department,  and  the 
several  offices  therein,  forty-three  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  a  superintendent,  and  four 
watchmen,  employed  for  the  security  of  the  State 
and  Treasury  huiidings,  and  for  repairs  of  engines, 
hose,  and  fire  buckets,  and  for  the  purchase  of  a 
small  fire  engine,  for  the  State  Department,  two 
thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty-eignt  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  six 
thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  War 
Department,  per  act  of  twentieth  April,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  twenty-five 
thousand  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  exi)ense  of  fuel,  stationerv,  printing,  and 
other  contingent  expenses,  in  saia  department,  five 
thousand  doUars. 

For  map,  plans,  books,  and  instruments,  one 
thousand  doUars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messengers  in  said  de- 
partment, seven  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Paymaster  General, 
two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  cleriEs  in  the  office  of 
the  said  Paymaster,  per  act  of  twentieth  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  nine 
thousand  two  hundred  doUais. 


For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said  of- 
fice four  hundred  and  ten  dollan. 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissary  General 
of  Purchases,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  his  compoisation  for  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  nineteen,  no  appropriation  ha;r- 
ingbeen  made  for  that  year,  three  tnousand  doUais. 

For  compensation  to  the  cleiks  in  the  office  of 
said  Commissary,  two  thousand  eight  hundced 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said  of- 
fice, three  hundred  and  sixty  doUars. 

For  the  contingent  ^cpenses  of  said  office,  nine 
hundred  and  thirty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Adjutant  and  In^iMtor  General,  per  act  of 
twentieth  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundsed 
and  eighteen,  two  thousand  one  hun£ed andfifty 
doUars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  said  offioe,'iOBe 
thousand  two  hundred  dollais. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Ordnance  Department,  per  act  of  twentieth 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen, 
two  tnousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  sevicn 
hundred  and  stxt^r  doUais. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  theofilee of 
the  Commissary  General  of  Subsistence,  two  thou- 
sand one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  one 
thousand  three  hundred  and  fifi^  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  cleiKs  in  the  office  of 
the  Engineer  department,  two  thousand  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars. 

For  expenses  of  maps,  books,  and  statioMry, 
two  thoumnd  five  hundred  doUars. 

For  compensation  to  the  eleck  in  the  offiee^of 
the  Surgeon  General,  one  thousand  one  hundred 
and  fifty  doUais. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  five  hun- 
dred and  five  dolkis. 

For  compensation  to  the.Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
six  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office,  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  per  act  of  twentietii 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen, 
eight  thousand  two  hundred  doUars. 

For  con^iensation  to  an  extra  clerk  in  thelMaflry 
Department,  during  part  of  the  year  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  nineteen,  three  hundred  doUars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
office,  four  hundred  and  ten  doUars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  two 
thousand  five  nundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  tbe  Commissioners  of  the 
Navy  Boaiti,  ten  thousand  five  hundred  doUars. 

For  compensatiim  to  the  secretary  to  said  Com- 
missioners, two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
said  Commissioners,  per  act  of  twentieth  AprU, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  three 
thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty  doUars. 

For  additional  clerks,  for  the  year  one  thnnsand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty,  in  said  oflke,  fonr 
thousand  doUars. 
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For  compensation  to  the  messenger,  foar  hun- 
dred and  ten  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses,  two  thousand 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  superintendent,  and 
four  watchmen,  employed  for  the  security  of  the 
War  and  Navy  huildinefs,  and  for  repairs  of  en- 
gines, hose,  and  fire  buckets ;  and  for  the  purchase 
of  a  small  fire  engine,  two  thousand  two  hundred 
and  sixty-eight  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Postmaster  General, 
four  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  two  Assistant  Postmasters 
General,  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  General 
Post  Ofllce,  per  act  of  twentieth  April,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  twenty-two  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messengers  in  said 
office,  six  hundred  and  sixty  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  four 
thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  General,  two 
thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
said  Surveyor,  two  thousand  one  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  surveyor  south  of  Ten- 
nessee, two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
said  surveyor,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  ddlars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  in  Illinois, 
Missouri,  and  Arkansas,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
-said  surveyor,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  surveyor  in  Alabama, 
two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
said  surveyor,  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissioner  of  Pub- 
lic Buildings,  at  Washington  City,  two  thousand 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  officers  and  clerks  of 
the  Mint,  nine  thousand  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  wages  of  persons  employed  in  the  difierent 
operations  of  the  Mint,  nine  thousand  and  fifty 
dollars. 

For  incidental  and  contingent  expenses,  and 
repairs,  cost  of  machinery,  and  for  allowance  of 
wastage  in  the. gold  and  silver  coinage  of  the 
Mint,  eight  thousand  one  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judges,  and 
Secretary  of  the  Missouri  Territory,  seven  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  said  Territory, 
three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judges,  and 
Secretary  of  the  Arkansas  Territory,  including 
arrearages  for  the  yrear  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  nineteen,  nine  thousand  and  seventy-two 
dollars,  and  twenty-nine  cents. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  said  Territory, 
three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judges,  and 
Secretarv  of  the  Michigan  Territory,  six  thou- 
aand  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  printing  and  distributing  the  laws  of  the 


Michigan  Territory,  twelve  hundred  and  &fty 
dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  said  Territory, 
three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Chief  Justice,  the  As- 
sociate Judges,  and  District  Judg[es,of  the  Uniled 
States,  including  the  Chief  Justice  and  Assodaie 
Judges  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  se? eoty-seroi 
thousand  one  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Attorney  General  ai 
the  United  States,  three  thousand  fivehndred 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerk  in  the  office  of 
said  Attorney  Greneral,  per  act  of  twentieth  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  eigk 
hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  sundry  District  Ai\xxmi 
and  Marshals,  as  granted  by  law,  including  those 
in  the  several  Territories,  nine  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Marshal  of  the  We>- 
tern  District  of  Pennsylvania,  for  his  serrices, 
from  the  twentieth  of  April,  one  thonaDd  eigii( 
hundred  and  eif^hteen,  to  the  twentieth  of  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nineteen,  tvo 
hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  District  Attorn^  of 
the  same  District,  for  the  same  time,  two  hundred 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Reporter  of  the  decis- 
ions of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  Sates, 
one  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  upon  the  condi- 
tions prescribed  in  the  act  to  provide  for  leports 
of  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Conrt,  passed 
March  third,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sev- 
enteen. 

For  the  payment  of  sundry  pensions,  gr&nted 
by  the  late  and  present  Governments,  one  thon- 
sand  six  hundred  and  seventy  dollars. 

For  a  deficiency  in  the  fund  for  the  relief  and 
protection  of  sick  and  disabled  seamen,  as  estab- 
lished bv  the  act  of  third  May,  one  thousand  e^t 
hundrea  and  two,  eighty-one  thousand  three  hun- 
dred and  nineteen  dollars,  and  thirty-foar  ceits. 

For  completing  the  contracts  for  oonstnictisg 
the  road  from  Washington,  Pennsylrania,  to 
Wheeling,  made  during  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  seventeen,  one  hundred  and 
forty-one  thousand  dollars.  . 

For  surveying  the  public  lands  o{  the  United 
States,  one  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  dollars. 

For  additional  compensation  to  the  clerk  in  the 
ofllce  of  the  Superintendent  General  of  Indian 
Trade,  per  act  of  twentieth  April,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  four  hundred  aod 
fifty  dollars. 

For  payment  of  balances  due  to  sundry  m^ 
viduab,  relative  to  prisoners  of  war.  eleven  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  twenty-eight  dollars  and 
ei^ty-one  cents. 

For  defraying  the  expense  of  the  fourth  enu!n^ 
ration  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  (wo 
hundred  and  forty  thousand  dollars.  . 

For  discharging  the  claims  of  the  inhabitants^ 
the  late  province  of  West  Florida,  now  mduW 
within  the  States  of  Louisiana,  or  Mississippi  "1^ 
advances  made  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  (i^ 
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ted  States,  prior  to  and  since  the  taking  possession 
9f  the  said  portion  of  the  said  late  proYince  of 
West  Florida  by  the  United  States,  as  liquidated 
iy  the  State  Department,  including  principal  and 
nterest,  twenty-four  thousand  two  hundred  and 
;hirty-one  dollars  fifty-three  cents. 

For  the  maintenance  and  support  of  lighthouses, 
aeacons,  buoys,  and  public  piers,  stakeages  of  chan- 
ads,  bars,  and  shoals,  including  the  purchase  and 
transportation  of  oil,  keepers'  Mdaries,  repairs  and 
.mproTements,  and  contingent  expenses ;  and  in- 
:luding  the  badances  of  former  appropriations  for 
erecting  lighthouses  at  Cape  Lookout,  Sapdo 
Island,  Cumberland  Island,  and  on  Tybee,  which 
(urere  carried  to  the  surplus  fund,  on  the  thirty-first 
3f  December  last,  one  hundred  and  twenty  thou- 
»nd  eiffht  hundred  and  sixty-three  dollars. 

For  tne  payment  of  outstanding  debentures,  for 
nternal  duties,  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  discharge  of  such  miscellaneous  claims 
igainst  the  United  States,  not  otherwise  provided 
br,  as  shall  be  admitted  in  due  course  of  settle- 
nent  at  the  Treasury,  six  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  third  payment  to  John  Trumbull,  for 
laintings,  agreeably  to  his  contract  with  the  Secre- 
ary  of  State,  made  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution 
)f  Congress  of  the  sixth  of  February,  one  thousand 
light  hundred  and  seventeen,  six  thousand  dollars. 

For  salaries  to  the  Ministers  to  the  United  States 
It  London,  Paris.  St.  Petersburg,  Rio  Janeiro, 
ind  Madrid;  witn  the  salaries  of  their  several 
Secretaries  of  Legation,  and  the  salary  of  a  Chared 
les  Affaires  at  Stockholm  and  the  Hague,  and  for 
he  salaries  for  the  late  Ministers  at  Madrid  and 
lio  Janeiro,  during  six  months  of  the  year  one 
housand  eight  hundred  and  ninete^,  and  for  the 
isual  allowance  of  three  months'  salary  to  those 
Ministers,  payable  on  their  return  home,  seventy- 
even  thousand  IH^e  hundred  dollars. 

For  outfits  of  a  Minister  to  St.  Petersburg,  nine 
housand  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  those  missions,  ten 
bousand  dolhirs. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  foreign  inter- 
ourse,  thirty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  expenses  of  intercourse  with  the  Bar- 
ary  Powers,  forty-two  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  expenses  durins  the  present  year,  for 
arryins  into  effect  the  fifth,  sixth,  and  seventn  ar- 
Icles  of  the  treaty  of  peace  concluded  with  His 
Iritannic  Majesty  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  Decem- 
er.  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen, 
iciudiog  the  compensation  of  the  commissioners 
nd  surveyors,  and  an  agent  appointed  under  the 
fth  article  ot  the  said  treaty,  and  their  contingent 
ipenses,  forty-seven  thousand  three  hundred  and 
iirty-three  dollars  and  thirty-two  cents. 

For  the  purpose  of  holdmg  treaties  with  the 
ireek  and  Cherokee  tribes  of  Indians,  for  extin- 
dishment  of  the  Indian  title  to  all  the  lands  with- 
I  the  State  of  Georgia,  pursuant  to  the  fourth 
andition  of  the  first'  article  of  the  Articles  of 
agreement  and  Cession,  concluded  between  the 
Tnited  States  and  the  State  of  Georgia,  on  the 
venty-fourth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eiffht 
undred  and  ttTo,  the  sum  of  thirty  thousand  dol- 


lars. And  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  a  further 
extinguishment  of  Indian  title  within  the  Terri- 
torv  of  Michigan,  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand 
dollars. 

For  the  purpose  of  negotiating  a  treaty  or  trea- 
ties with  the  Indians  in  the  State  of  Mississippi, 
for  the  extinguishment  of  their  title  to  lands  in 
that  State,  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  salaries  for  the  agents  for  claims  on  account 
of  spoliations,  and  for  seamen,  at  London  and 
Paris,  four  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  relief  and  protection  of  American  sea- 
men in  foreign  countries^  eighty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  a  balance  due  to  Mr.  Poirey, 
ascertained  and  settled  under  the  law  of  February 
twenty-fourth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
nineteen,  the  sum  of  three  thousand  four  hundred 
and  eighty-six  dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  a  balance  dueM.  de  Vienne, 
ascertained  and  settled  under  the  law  of  February 
twenty-fourth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
nineteen,  nine  hundred  and  ninety-five  dollars  and 
forty  cents. 

Sec  2.  Aad  he  U  further  enacted^  That  the  seve- 
ral appropriations  hereinbefore  made,  shall  be  paid 
out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated. 

Approved,  AprU  11, 1820. 

An  Act  msking  farther  tppropriations  for  continuing 
the  work  upon  the  centre  baUding  of  the  Capitol  and 
other  public  baildinge. 

Be  it  enacUd,  ^c.  That  for  continuing  the  work 
of  the  centre  buildine  of  the  Capitol,  and  other 
public  buildings,  in  the  citv  of  Washington,  the 
foUowing  sums  of  money  oe,  and  the  same  are 
hereby,  appropriated,  viz : 

For  continuing  the  work  on  the  eentre  buildine 
of  the  Capitol,  one  hundred  and  eleven  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  sixty-nine  dollars. 

For  painting  the  inside  of  the  north  and  south 
wings  of  the  Capitol,  and  providing  for  the  expense 
of  making  such  alterations  therein  as  have  been 
directed  during  the  present  session  of  Congress, 
two  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-seven 
dollars. 

For  ^aduating  the  ground  round  the  Capitol,  and 
supplying  the  deficiency  in  former  appropriations 
for  enclosing  and  improving  the  Capitol  Square, 
five  thousand  five  hundred  and  ninety-one  dollars. 

For  making  necessary  repairs  and  alterations  in 
the  President's  House,  one  thousand  one  hundred 
dollars. 

For  making  alterations  and  improvements  in 
the  Senate  Chamber,  for  the  better  accommodation 
of  the  Senate,  two  thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  said 
several  sums  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the 
Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  April  11, 1820. 


An  Act  making  appropriations  for  the  militaiy  aerrioe 
of  the  United  Sutes,  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty. 

Be  it  enactedy  ^c.  That  the  following  sums  be, 
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be  piescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury ; 
bat  fractional  sections,  containing  less  than  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres,  shall  not  be  divided,  but 
shall  be  sold  entire :  Provided^  That  this  section 
shall  not  be  construed  to  alter  an  v  special  provision 
made  by  law  for  the  sale  of  iana  in  town  lots. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enactedy  That  credit 
shall  not  be  allowed  for  the  purchase  money  on 
the  sale  of  any  of  the  public  lands  which  sj^all  be 
sold  after  the  first  day  of  July  next  but  every  pur- 
chaser of  land  sold  at  public  sale  thereafter,  shall, 
on  the  day  of  purchase,  make  complete  payment 
therefor ;  and  the  purchaser  at  private  sale  shall 

Sroduce  to  the  register  of  the  land  office,  a  receipt 
rom  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  Stat^  or  from 
the  receiver  of  public  moneys  of  the  district,  for 
.  the  amount  of  the  purchase  money  on  any  tract, 
before  he  shall  enter  the  same  at  the  land  office ; 
and  if  any  person,  being  the  highest  bidder,  at  pub- 
lic sale,  for  a  tract  of  land,  shall  fail  to  make  pay- 
ment therefor,  on  the  day  on  which  the  same  was 
purchased,  the  tract  shall  be  again  offered  at  public 
sale,  on  the  next  day  of  sale,  and  such  person  shall 
not  be  capable  of  becoming  the  purchaser  of  that 
or  any  otner  tract  offered  at  such  public  sales. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enactedy  That,  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  July  next,  the  price  at  which 
the  public  lands  shall  be  offered  for  sale,  shall  be 
one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  an  acre :  and  at 
every  public  bale,  the  hi£;hest  bidder,  who  shall 
make  payment  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  the  purchaser ; 
but  no  lands  shall  be  sold,  either  at  puolic  or  pri- 
vate sale,  for  a  less  price  than  one  dollar  and 
twenty-five  cents  an  acre :  and  all  the  public  lands 
which  shall  have  been  offered  at  public  sale  before 
the  first  day  of  July  next,  and  which  shall  then 
remain  unsold,  as  well  as  the  lands  that  shall  there- 
after be  offered  at  public  sale,  according  to  law, 
and  remain  unsold  at  the  close  of  such  public  sale, 
shall  be  subject  to  be  sold  at  private  sale,  by  entry 
at  the  land  office,  at  one  dollar  and  twenty-five 
cents  an  acre,  to  be  paid  at  the  time  of  making 
such  entry  as  aforesaid,  with  the  exception,  how- 
ever, of  the  lands  which  may  have  reverted  to  the 
United  States,  for  failure  in  payment,  and  of  the 
heretofore  reserved  sections  for  tne  future  disposal 
of  Congress,  in  the  States  of  Ohio  and  Indiana, 
which  shali  be  offered  at  public  sale,  as  hereinafter 
directed. 

Sec  4.  And  be  it  firther  enacted,  That  no  lands 
which  have  reverted,  or  which  shall  hereafter- 
revert  and  become  forfeited  to  the  United  States, 
for  failure  in  any  manner  to  make  payment,  shall, 
after  the  first  day  of  July  next,  be  subject  to  entry 
at  private  sale,  nor  until  the  same  shall  have  been 
first  offered  to  the  highest  bidder  at  public  sale ; 
and  aU  such  lands,  which  shall  have  reverted  be- 
fore the  said  first  day  of  July  next,  and  which 
shall  then  belong  to  the  United  States,  together 
with  the  sections,  and  parts  of  sections,  heretofore 
reserved  for  the  future  disposal  of  Congress,  which 
shall,  at  the  time  aforesaid,  remain  unsold,  shall 
be  offered  at  public  sale  to  tne  highest  bidder,  who 
shall  make  payment  therefor,  in  half  quarter  sec- 
tions, at  the  land  office  for  the  respective  districts, 
on  such  day  qr  days  as  shall,  by  proclamation  of 


the  President  of  the  United  States,  be  dcsi^ud 
for  that  purpose ;  and  all  lands  which  shaii  rerot 
and  become  forfeited  for  failure  of  payment  aftc 
the  said  first  day  of  July  next,  shall  be  offered,  is 
like  manner,  at  public  sale,  at  such  times  as  tk 
President  shall,  by  his  proclamation,  desigaate  (or 
the  purpose :  Prtwided,  That  no  such  lands  sbu! 
be  sold  at  any  public  sales  hereby  aothonzed,  kt 
a  less  price  than  one  dollar  and  twenty-fire  cent 
an  acre,  nor  on  any  other  terras  than  that  of  caal 
payment ;  and  all  the  lands  offered  at  such  pablie 
sales,  and  which  shall  remain  unsold  at  the  do^ 
thereof,  shall  be  subject  to  entry  at  private  sale,  in 
the  same  manner,  and  at  the  same  price,  with  ibe 
other  lands  sold  at  private  sale  at  the  nspectire 
Idnd  offices. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  sere- 
ral  public  sales  authorized  by  this  act  shall  r^ 
spectively,  be  kept  open  for  two  weeks,  aod  so 
longer ;  and  the  registers  of  the  land  office,  asi 
the  receivers  of  public  money,  shall  each,  respec- 
tively, be  entitled  to  five  dollars  for  each  dap  at- 
tendance thereon. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  in  every 
case  hereafter,  where  two  or  more  per»Ds  shall 
apply  for  the  purchase,  at  private  sale,  of  the  same 
tract,  at  the  same  time,  the  register  shall  detenoiitf 
the  preference,  by  forthwith  offering  the  tract  tt 
the  highest  bidder.  , 

Approved,  April  24,  1820. 

An  Act  in  addition  to  several  acts  for  theeitiUiifuDnt 

and  regulation  of  the  Treasury,  Wtr,  aod  Nit; 

Departments. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  it  shall  be  the  daty  of 
the  Secretary  ot  the  Treasury,  to  cause  to  he  ear 
ried  to  the  account  of  the  surplus  fund  any  moD^ 
appropriated  for  the  Department  of  War,  or  of  the 
Navy,  which  may  remain  unexpended  in  ^ 
Treasury,  or  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  a 
agent  for  those  Departmental  whenever  he  ^hau 
be  informed,  by  the  Secretaries  of  those  Depart- 
ments, that  the  object  for  which  the  appropriauoo 
was  made  has  been  effected.  And  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Secretaries  of  War  and  Navy  Depart- 
ments, to  cause  any  balance  of  moneys  d^wo  o"J^ 
of  the  Treasury,  which  shall  remain  uneipeDd», 
aAerthe  object  for  which  the  appropriawi^ '^ 
made  shall  be  effected,  to  be  repaid  to  theTi«sar> 
of  the  United  States ;  and  such  moDejs,  when  sc 
repaid,  shall  be  carried  to  the  surplus  faod. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  Thalits^l* 
the  duty  of  the  Secretaries  of  the  War  m^^?^ 
Departments  to  lay  before  Congress,  oa  the  ii^ 
day  of  February,  of  each  year,  a  statement  of  tw 
appropriations  of  the  preceding  year,  for  "** 
Departments,  respectively,  showing  the  a©*"' 
appropriated  under  each,  and  the  balance  repajfr 
ing  unexpended,  either  in  the  Treasury,  or  in  t» 
Treasurer's  hands,  as  agent  of  the  War  or  W 
Departments,  on  the  thirty-fiwt  December  p^ 
ing :  And  it  shall  be  further  the  duty  of  the  b^ 
retaries  aforesaid,  to  estimate  the  probable  <ie- 
mands  which  may  remain  on  each  appropttfuo 
and  the  balance  shall  be  deducted  from  v»  esi- 
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antes  of  their  Departments,  respectively,  for  the 
ervice  of  the  carrent  year ;  and  accounts  shall 
Iso  be  annually  rendered,  in  manner  and  form  as 
foresaid,  exhibiting  the  sums  expended  out  of  the 
stimates  aforesaid,  and  the  balance,  if  any,  which 
nay  remain  on  hand,  together  with  such  mforma- 
ion,  connected  with  the  same,  as  shall  be  deemed 
•roper.  And  whenever  any  moneys,  appropriated 
D  tne  Department  of  War,  or  of  the  Navy,  shall 
eman  unexpended,  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer, 
s  agent  of  either  of  those  Departments,  for  more 
ban  two  vears  aAer  the  expiration  of  the  calendar 
ear  in  which  the  act  of  appropriation  shall  have 
een  passed,  or  to  which  it  refers,  it  shall  be  the 
uiy  of  the  Secretary  of  such  Department  to  in- 
9rm  the  Secretary  or  the  Treasury  of  the  fact,  and 
he  Secretary  shall  thereupon  cause  such  monevs 
9  be  carried  to  the  account  of  the  surplus  fund : 
^rmdedf  That,  when  an  act  making  an  appropri- 
tion  shall  assign  a  longer  duration  for  tne  com- 
letion  of  its  object,  no  transfer  of  any  unexpend- 
d  balance,  to  the  account  of  the  surplus  fund, 
hall  be  made,  until  the  expiration  oi  the  time 
xed  in  such  act. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That,  in  the 
ettlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  War  Depart- 
lent,  for  services  or  supplies  accruing  prior  to  the 
rst  of  July,  one  thousand  eiffht  hundred  and 
fteen,  the  expenditures  shall  Be  charged  to  ar- 
earages,  and  the  balances  of  public  money  here- 
fter  recovered  out  of  advances  made  in  the  War 
)epartment^  for  service  or  supplies,  prior  to  the 
ate  aforesaid,  shall  be  returned  to  the  Treasury, 
nd.  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  be  carried 
3  the  surplus  fund. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  nothing 
ontained  in  the  act  of  March  third,  one  thousand 
ight  hundred  and  nine,  entitled  "An  act  further 
>  amend  the  several  acts  for  the  establishment 
nd  regulation  of  the  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy 
departments,"  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  allow 
Dy  appropriation  whatever  for  the  service  of  one 
ear  to  oe  transferred  to  another  branch  of  expendi- 
ire  in  a  different  year,  nor  shall  any  appropria- 
onsbe  deemed  subject  to  be  transterrea  under 
le  provisions  of  the  abovementioned  act,  after 
ley  shall  have  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
'reasurer,  as  agent  of  the  War  or  Navy  Depart- 
lents. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  the  above- 
lentioned  act,  of  the  third  of  March,  one  thousand 
Ight  hundred  and  nine,  shall  he,  and  the  same  is 
ereby,  so  amended,  that  the  President  shall  be  au- 
lorized  to  direct  a  portion  of  the  moneys  appro- 
riated  for  any  one  of  the  following  branches  of 
tpenditures  in  the  Military  department,  viz:  For 
te  subsistence  of  the  Army,  for  forage,  for  the 
ledical  and  hospital  departments,  for  the  quarter- 
laster's  department,  to  be  applied  to  any  of  the 
)ove  mentioned  branches  of  expenditure  in  the 
ime  department ;  and  that  the  President  shall  be 
so  furtner  authorized,  to  direct  a  portion  of  the 
loneys  appropriated  for  any  of  the  following 
ancbes  or  the  Naval  department,  viz:  For  pro- 
sions,  for  medicine  and  hospital  stores,  for  repairs 
'  vessels,  for  clothing,  to  be  applied  to  any  other 


of  the  above  mentioned  branches  of  expenditure  in 
the  same  department ;  and  that  no  transfers  of  ap- 
propriation, from  or  to  other  branches  of  expendi- 
ture, shall  be  hereafter  made. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  con- 
tract shall  hereafter  be  made  by  the  Secretary  of 
State,  or  of  the  Treasury,  or  of  the  Department  of 
War,  or  of  the  Navy,  except  under  a  law  author- 
izing the  same,  or  under  an  appropriation  adequate 
to  its  fulfilment ;  and  excepting,  also,  contracts  for 
the  subsistence  and  clothing  ofthe  Army  or  Navy, 
and  contracts  by  the  quartermaster  department, 
which  may  be  made  by  the  Secretaries  of  those 
demiTtments. 

See.  7.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  no  land 
shall  be  purchased  on  account  of  the  United  States, 
except  under  a  law  authorizing  such  purchase. 

Sec  8.  And  be  itfuffiher  enacted,  That  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  an- 
nex to  the  annual  estimates  of  the  appropriations 
required  for  the  public  service,  a  statement  of  the 
appropriations  for  the  service  of  the  year  which 
may  have  been  made  by  former  acts ;  and  also  a 
statement  of  the  sums  remaining  in  the  Treasury, 
or  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  as  agent  of  the 
War  and  Navy  Departments,  from  the  appropria- 
tions of  former  years,  estimating  the  amount  of 
those  sums  which  will  not  be  required  to  defray 
expenses  incurred  in  a  previous  year^  and  showing 
the  whole  amount  which  will  be  subject  to  the  dis- 
position of  the  Executive  Gk>vemment  in  the  year 
to  which  the  estimates  apply. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  fMher  enacted.  That  the  second 
section  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  making  appro- 

Eriation  for  the  payment  of  the  arrearages  which 
ave  been  incurred  for  the  support  of  the  Military 
Establishment  previous  to  the  nrst  day  of  January, 
one  thousand  eiffht  hundred  and  seventeen,"  passed 
on  the  sixteenth  day  of  February,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  be,  and  is  hereby,  re- 
pealed.— [Approved,  May  1, 1^0.] 


An  Act  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  <<An  act  to  pro- 
vide for  certain  persons  engaged  in  the  land  and 
naval  lervxce  of  the  United  States  in  the  Revolution- 
ary war,"  passed  on  the  eighteenth  day  of  March, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  no  person  who  now  is, 
or  hereafter  may  be,  placed  od>  the  pension  list  of 
the  United  States,  by  virtue  of  the  act,  entitled 
^^An  act  to  provide  for  certain  persons  engaged  in 
the  land  and  naval  service  of  the  United  States  in 
the  Revolutionary  war,"  passed  on  the  eighteenth 
day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hunmned  and 
eighteen,  shall,  after  the  payment  of  that  part  of 
the  pension  wnich  became  due  on  the  fourth  day 
of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twen- 
ty^  continue  to  receive  the  pension  granted  by  the 
said  act,  until  he  shall  have  exhibited  to  some  court 
of  record  in  tne  county,  city,  or  borough,  in  which 
he  resides,  a  schedule,  subscribed  by  him,  contain- 
ing his  whole  estate  and  income,  (his  necessary 
clothing  and  bedding  excepted.)  and  shall  have 
(before  the  said  court,  or  one  of  the  judges  thereof) 
taken  and  subscribed,  and  produced  to  the  said 
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court,  the  following  oath  or  affirmation,  to  wit : 
^  I,  A.  B.,  do  solemnly  swear  or  afiEurm,  (as  the  case 
may  be,)  that  I  was  a  resident  citizen  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  on  the  eighteenth  dav  of  March,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eij^nteen,  and  mat  I 
hare  not,  since  that  time,  by  gift,  sale,  or  in  any 
manner  whateTer,  disposed  of  my  property,  or  any 
part  thereof,  with  intent  thereby  so  to  diminish  it 
as  to  bring  myself  within  the  provisions  of  an  act 
of  Congress,  entitled  'An  act  to  provide  for  cer- 
tain persons  en^^affed  in  the  land  and  naval  ser- 
vice of  the  Umted  States  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,'  passed  on  the  eighteenth  dav  of  March,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eignteen,  and  tnat  I 
have  not,  nor  has  any  person  in  trust  for  me,  any 
property  or  securities,  contracts  or  deJits,  due  to 
me;  nor  have  I  any  income,  other  than  what  is 
contained  in  the  schedule  hereto  annexed,  and  by 
me  subscribed:''  nor  until  such  person  shall  have 
delivered,  or  caused  to  be  delivered,  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  a  copy  of  the  aforesaid  schedule  and 
oath  or  affirmation,  certified  by  the  clerk  of  the 
court  to  which  the  said  schedule  was  delivered, 
together  with  the  opinion  of  the  said  court,  also 
certified  hy  their  clerk,  of  the  value  of  the  woperty 
contained  in  the  said  schedule:  ProvHedy  That,  in 
every  case  in  which  the  pensioner  may  be  insane, 
or  incapable  of  taking  an  oath,  the  court  may  re- 
ceive the  said  schedule  without  the  aforesaid  oath 
or  affirmation,  from  the  committee,  or  other  per- 
son authorized  to  take  care  of  such  person. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  U  farther  eitacM,  That  the  origi- 
nal schedule,  or  oath  or  affirmation,  shall  be  filed 
in  the  clerk's  office  of  the  court  to  which  the  sche- 
dule, and  oath  or  aflkmation  aforesaid  shall  be 
exhibited;  and  any  person  who  shall  swear  or 
affinn  laliBely  in  the  premises,  and  be  thereof  con- 
victed, shall  sufier  as  for  wilful  and  corrupt  per- 
jury. 

Ssc.  3.  And  he  it  fltrther  enacted.  That,  on  the 
receipt  of  the  copy  of  the  schedule  and  oath,  or 
affirmation  aforesaid,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  War  Department  to  cause  to  be 
struck,  Irom  the  list  of  pensionon  under  the  said 
act,  the  name  of  such  person,  in  case  the  said  per- 
son shall  not,  in  his  opinion,  be  in  such  indigent 
circumstances  as  to  be  unable  to  support  himself 
without  the  assistance  of  his  country:  Provided, 
That  every  person  who  shall  have  been  placed  on 
the  pension  list  in  consequence  of  disability,  from 
Jmown  wounds  received  in  the  Revolutiomury  war, 
and  who  shall  have  relinquished  such  pension  in 
order  to  avail  themselves  of  the  benefit  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act,  to  which  this  is  an  amendment, 
who,  by  virtue  of  this  section,  may  be  stridcen 
from  the  pension  list,  shall  be  forthwith  restored 
to  the  pension  so  relinquished. 

Approved,  May  1, 1820. 

An  Aet  to  incresBe  the  slk>wanee  of  the  Judges  of  the 
Orphans'  Court  in  the  coanttos  of  Washington  and 
Alexandria. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^.,  That,  from  and  after  the  pass- 
ing of  this  act,  the  judgeot  the  orphans'  court  for  the 
county  of  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, and  the  judge  of  the  orphans'  court  for  the 


county  of  Alexandria,  in  the  same  District,  ibi 
each,  be  entitled  to  receive,  in  liea  of  bis  jutm 
compensation,  the  sum  of  six  doUan  for  eTery^ 
he  shall  attend  in  the  execution  of  hiso&ee;  v: 
be  paid  in  the  same  manner  as  is  now  by  kv  i 
rected. 
Approved,  May  1, 1820. 

An  Aet  confirming  the  prooeediags  of  the  isbliitufe 
of  the  viUage  of  Cahokia,  in  tfaa  Btsteof  IiiiB«,ii 
layiag  out  a  town  on  the  oomaiMi  of  wdiiBait 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  theprooefldiDgsoftkei& 
habitants  of  the  village  of  Cahokia,  in  (IkSm 
of  Illinois,  by  their  agents.  Jesse  B.  Tbomu,  Itk 
Hay,  John  nays,  Nichous  Janot,  sod  Fnaa 
Turcotte,  in  laying  out  a  town  called  lUkfl 
city,  on  one  of  the  tracts  of  knd  coniniMd  i 
them  as  a  common,  by  an  act  ctf  Congress,  pod 
on  the  twentieth  February,  one  thoosaDd  a§i 
hundred  and  twelve,  and  the  distdbatioii  madeb 
the  said  a^nts.  of  the  lots,  amongst  tbe  inkibitnl 
of  the  said  village  of  Cahokia,  be,  a&d  the  att 
are  hereby,  confirmed. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  Tbat  tkesa^ 
Jesse  B.  Thomas,  John  Hay,  John  mjs,  NicUi 
Jarrot,  and  Francis  Turcotte,  or  any  thm  4 
them,  be.  and  they  are  hereby,  antborized  to  cfl 
vey,  by  deed,  in  iee  simple,  the  lots  tbat  baretoi 
toiorebeen  aistributed  as  aforesaid,  to  dKse  ps 
sons,  or  their  legal  representatives,  to  wJHndis&i 
bution  as  aforesaid  was  made. 

Approved,  May  1, 1820. 

An  Act  concerning  the  Banks  of  ths  Diftn^o^  O 

lumbia. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That  the  charters  of  thesn 
ral  incorporated  banks  in  the  District  of  Colomiu^ 
now  paying  specie,  and  during  sucb  dmeoDiy  I 
such  hanks  respectively  shall  continoe  to  pay  >^ 
cie,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby^  extended  to  i^ 
first  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eigbt  himdmi  aci 
twenty-two,  any  thins  in  the  saia  cbartcn  lo  tj 
contrary  notwithstanding ;  and  the  charter  of  J 
Bank  of  Columbia  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  ^ 
clared  to  be,  limited  in  its  duratioo.  to  thesaii 
first  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  bondred  ai^ 
twenty-two:  Provided,  That  this  act  shili  be  w» 
force  or  efiect  to  extend  any  charter  aforesaid,  tu 
a  majority  in  interest  of  the  stockbolden  of  tlu 
several  banks,  whose  charters  may  be  bereby  a 
tended,  shall  file  their  declarations,  in  writio|.^ 
the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  assa' 
ing  to,  and  accepting  the  benefit  of  tbis  act. 

Approved,  May  4, 1820. 


An  Act  fiinher  to  legukte  the  Medical  DeptftacDt^ 

the  Amy. 

Be  4t  enacted,  f  c.  That  the  Apothecary  Gem 
and  the  Assistant  Apotheeaiies  Geoenl,  sbaU  ^ 
raUy  give  bonds  to  the  United  States,  m^l^ 
and  sufl&cient  security,  for  the  frithfal  pentf^ 
anoe  of  their  duties,  m  such  sums  as  shall  kf 
quired  by  the  Surgeon  General  of  the  AnBy,o^ 
der  the  direction  of  the  War  Depsrtmeoi 

Approved,  May  8, 1820. 
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IB  Aet  for  Ui6  benefit  of  the  Colnmbien  Iiiititate»  e»* 
tabliftbed  for  the  piomotton  of  Aite  and  Sciences,  in 
the  City  of  Waehington. 

Be  it  maeUdL  fe,<,  That  there  be  granted,  daring 
he  pleasure  of  Congress,  to  the  Golumbian  Ineti* 
ate  for  the  promotion  of  Arts  add  Sciences,  the 
96  and  improvement  of  a  tract  of  public  land  in 
be  City  of  Washington,  not  exceedmg  fire  acres, 
D  be  located  under  the  direction  of  the  President 
f  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
he  said  Columbian  Institute  to  enect  the  object  of 
heir  incorporation :  Prcvided,  That  whenever  the 
aid  Institute  shall  be  dissolved,  or  cease  to  exist, 
r  to  employ  the,  said  tract  of  land  for  the  pur- 
oaes  aforesaid,  all  right,  title,  and  interest,  herebjr 
janted  to  the  same,  shall  revert  to,  and  vest  in, 
he  United  States,  as  completely  as  if  such  grant 
lad  never  been  made. 

Approved,  May  8, 1820. 


U  Act  to  establish  additional  Land  Offices  in  the 
States  of  Alabama  and  Illinois. 

Be  U  enacted,  S^,,  That,  for  the  sale  of  the  un- 
ippropri&ted  public  lands  in  the  State  of  Alabama, 
ne  following  districts  shall  be  formed,  and  lana 
tffices  theretor  established :  All  the  public  lands, 
IS  aforesaid,  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  line 
vhich  separates  townships  numbered  fourteen  and 
Ifteen,  in  the  district  of  HnntsviUej  on  the  south, 
)7  the  line  which  separates  townships  twenty-two 
iDd  twenty-three,  in  the  district  or  Cahaba,  and 
the  district  east  of  Pearl  river;  and  on  the  east 
ind  west,  by  the  lines  of  the  State  of  Alabama: 
shall  form  a  district,  for  which  a  land  office  shall 
ie  established  at  Tuscaloosa.  And  all  the  public 
ands,  as  aforesaid,  bounded  on  the  south,  oy  the 
southern  boundary  of  the  State  of  Alabama ;  on 
:he  west,  by  the  line  separating  ranges  four  and 
ive,  east  of  the  basis  meridian,  to  the  line  sepa- 
rating townships  five  and  six  north^  in  the  district 
3f  Cababa;  thence,  east,  with  said  line,  to  the 
ine  separating  ranges  twenty  and  twenty-one; 
thence,  north,  with  said  line,  to  the  line  separating 
townships  eleven  and  twelve ;  thence,  east,  with 
said  line,  to  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  State  of 
Alabama,  and  bounded  on  the  east  by  the  eastern 
twundary  of  said  State:  shall  form  a  district,  for 
vrhich  a  land  office  shall  be  established  at  Cone- 
sub  Courthouse. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  fitrther  enacted^  That  so  much 
)f  the  public  land,  heretofore  included  in  the 
Shawneetown  land  district,  as  lies  east  of  the 
third  principal  meridian,  north  of  the  base  line, 
ind  west  of  the  range  line,  between  ranges  ntmi- 
)ered  eight  and  nine,  east  of  the  said  third  princi- 
pal meridian,  shall  constitute  a  separate  land  dis- 
trict; and,  for  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  therein, 
there  shall  be  a  land  office  established  at  Vanda- 
ls, the  seat  of  government  for  the  State  of  Illinois. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  so  much 
)f  the  public  land  as  lies  north  of  the  base  line, 
iast  of  the  aforesaid  range  line,  and  west  of  the 
)ig  Wabash  river,  as  lies  in  the  State  of  Illinois, 
•hall  also  constitute  a  separate  land  district;  and 
or  the  sale  of  the  pubhe  lands,  there  shall  be  a 


land  office  established  at  the  town  of  Palestine,  on 
the  Wabash  river. 

Sec.  4.  Amt  be  it  fiather  enacted.  That  there  shall 
be  a  re^ster  and  receiver  appointed  to  each  of  the 
aforesaid  land  offices,  to  superintend  the  sales  of 
the  public  lands  in  their  respective  districts,  who 
shall  reside  at  the  places  designated  in  their  re- 
spective districts,  at  which  the  offices  are  fixed, 
give  security  in  the  same  manner,  in  the  same 
sums,  and  whose  compensation,  emoluments,  and 
duties,  and  authority,  shall,  in  every  respect  be 
the  same,  in  relation  to  the  lands  wnich  shall  be 
disposed  of  at  their  offices,  as  are  or  may  be  by 
law  provided  in  relation  to  the  registers  and  re- 
ceivers of  public  moneys  in  the  several  offices  es- 
tablished for  the  sale  of  the  public  lands. 

Sec.  5.  And  he  it  fwrHur  enacted,  That  the  pro- 
visions of  the  second,  third,  and  fifth  sections  of 
the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  designate  the  bounda- 
ries of  districts,  and  establish  land  offices,  for  the 
disposal  of  the  public  lands,  not  heretofore  oflfered 
for  sale,  in  the  States  of  Onio  and  Indiana,"  ap- 
proved March  the  third,  eighteen  hundred  and 
nineteen,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  made  ap- 
plicable to  the  aforesaid  districts  and  offices,  so 
tar  as  they  are  not  changed  by  subsequent  laws  of 
the  United  States. 

Approved,  May  11,  1820. 


An  Act  to  ronve  the  powers  of  the  Comnisaioners  for 
ascertaining  and  deciding  on  claims  to  land  in  the 
district  of  Detroit,  and  for  settling  the  claims  to  land 
at  Green  Bay  and  Prairie  des  Chicns*  in  the  Terri- 
tory of  Michigan. 

Be  U  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  powers  of  the  com- 
missioners, for  ascertaining  and  deciding  on  the 
rights  of  persons  claiming  lands  in  the  district  of 
Detroit,  as  defined  by  the  second  section  of  an  act, 
entitled  ''An  act  to  authorize  the  granting  of  pat- 
ents for  land,  according  to  the  surve3rs  that  have 
been  made,  and  to  gjant  donation  rights  to  certain 
claimants  of  land  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  pa^ed  on  the  twenty-third  of 
April,  one  tnousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve, 
shall  be,  and  are  hereby,  revived.  And  the  said 
commissioners  shall  perform  the  duties  therein 
prescribed,  in  relation  to  the  claims  which  have 
oeen  filed  with  the  register  of  the  land  office  for 
the  said  district,  in  pursuance  of  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  allowing  further  time  for  entering  dona- 
tion rights  to  lands  in  the  district  of  Detroit" 
And  the  said  commissioners  shall  also  have  power 
to  examine  and  decide,  according  to  the  laws  re- 
snectin^  the  same,  the  claims  which  have  been 
filed  with  the  register  of  the  land  ofilce,  and  not 
heretofore  decided  on;  and  thev  shall  transmit 
their  report,  and  transcripts  of  tneir  decisions,  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  be  laid  betore 
Confess,  in  the  manner  directed  by  former  laws 
providing  for  the  adjustment  of  such  claims. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  fitrlher  enacted,  That  the  said 
commissioners  shall  be^^  and  they  are  hereby,  au- 
thorized to  employ,  with  the  approbation  oi  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  a  p^son  capable  of 
translating  the  French  language,  as  an  agent,  for 
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the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  titles  and  claims 
to  land  at  the  settlements  of  Green  Bay  and  Prairie 
des  Chiens.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  agent 
to  give  public  notice,  at  each  of  the  said  settle- 
ments, of  the  time  and  place  therein  at  which  he 
shall  attend  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  notices 
and  evidences  of  titles  and  claims  to  lands  within 
the  same.  And  every  person  having  title  or  claim 
to  lands  within  the  settlements  aforesaid,  shall  pro- 
duce the  evidence  of  his  title  or  claim  to  the  said 
agenU  who  shall  record  the  same  in  books  to  be 
kept  for  that  purpose.  And,  after  the  said  af^ent 
shall  have  remained  at  the  places  aforesaid  a 
time  Hufficient  for  the  inhabitants  to  produce  the 
evidence  of  their  claims,  he  shall  make  his  report 
thereof  to  the  said  commissioners,  who  shall  have 
power  to  examine  and  decide  on  the  claims  so  re- 
ported to  them,  according  to  the  laws  for  adjusting 
and  settling  the  claims  to  land  in  the  district  of 
Detroit,  except  that  which  relates  to  donations  of 
vacant  land  adjacent  to  the  land  confirmed,  shall 
not  be  considered  applicable  to  claims  in  the  settle- 
ments aforesaid.  And  the  said  commissioners  shall 
transmit  their  report,  and  transcripts  of  their  deci- 
sions, to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  or  be- 
fore the  first  of  October,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-one,  to  be  laid  before 
Congress  at  their  next  session  thereafter,  in  the 
same  manner  as  was  directed  by  law  in  respect  to 
the  claims  to  lands  in  the  district  of  Detroit. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  agent 
aforesaid  shall  take  an  oath  for  the  faithful  dis- 
charj^  of  the  duties  enjoined  on  him ;  and  he  shall 
conform^  in  discharging  the  said  duties,  to  such 
general  mstructions  as  shall  be  given  him  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury ;  and  the  said  commis- 
sioners and  aeent  shall  each  receive  ^Ye  hundred 
dollars,  as  full  compensation  for  the  services  to  be 
performed  under  this  act,  together  with  the  record- 
ing fees  to  the  agent,  and  allowance  to  the  register, 
for  a  certificate  of  confirmation  for  donation  rights, 
provided  for  by  former  laws. 

Approved,  May  11, 1820. 


An  Act  foi^  the  relief  of  certein  settlers  in  the  State  of 
Illinois,  who  reside  within  the  Vincennes  land  dis- 
trict. 

Be  it  enactidj  ^c,  That  every  person  who  would 
have  been  entitled  to  the  riffht  of  pre-emption,  ac- 
cording to  the  provisions  of  the  act  entitled  "  An 
met  giving  the  right  of  pre-emption  in  the  purchase 
of  lands  to  certain  settlers  in  the  Illinois  Terri- 
tory," passed  February  fifth,  one  thousand  eight 
hundreid  and  thirteen,  provided  said  act  had  been 
so  construed  as  to  embrace  those  who  were  living 
within  the  limits  of  the  Vincennes  land  district, 
and  who  became  the  purchaser,  at  public  sale,  of 
the  said  land,  to  which  the  right  of  pre-emption 
would  have  so  attached,  at  more  than  two  dollars 
per  acre,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  certificate  for  the 
amount  so  paid,  or  to  be  paid,  exceeding  two  dol- 
lars per  acre,  from  the  register  of  the  land  office 
at  Vincennes ;  which  certmcate  shall  be  receivable 
in  payment  of  any  debt  due  to  the  United  States 
on  account  of  the  sale  of  public  land:  Provided, 


however,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  persca 
claiming  the  benefit  of  this  act  to  prove,  to  H^ 
satisfaction  of  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  luc 
office  at  Vincennes,  that  they  are  entitled  therec 
according  to  its  true  intent  and  meaning. 

Sem;.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  every  per- 
son who  would  have  been  entitled  to  the  ri^t  o! 
pre-emption,  in  the  said  Vincennes  district,  aeccni- 
ing  to  the  provbions  of  the  said  recited  act,  pa$$d 
the  fifth  day  of  February,  eighteen  hundred  v^ 
thirteen,  had  it  been  so  construed  as  to  embrace 
them,  and  who  did  not  become  the,  porcfaaser  ot 
any  tract  of  land,  to  which  such  right  of  pre-emp- 
tion would  have  attached,  shall  be  allowed  till  tbr 
first  day  of  September  next,  to  prore,  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  resister  and  receiver  at  Vincoubes, 
that  they  would  have  been  so  entitled ;  and  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  register,  when  the  satisfaetisB 
aforesaid  shall  be  made,  to  grant  a  certificate  ic 
every  such  person,  or  their  legal  representatires 
stating  therein  that  such  person  would  have  ben 
entitled  to  such  right  of  pre-emption,  and  that  k 
did  not  become  the  purchaser  thereof,  neither  ai 
public  nor  private  sale.  And  every  such  persos, 
or  his  lei^al  representatives,  shalL  upon  prodneinf 
such  certificate  to  the  register  of  any  land  o&& 
in  the  State  of  Illinob,  be  allowed  to  enter  (3s» 
quarter  section  of  land  each,  at  the  minimum  price 
fixed  by  the  United  States,  of  any  land  which  may 
be  surveyed  previous  to  the  first  day  of  Septembn 
next,  whether  the  same  shall  have  been  offered  at 
public  sale  or  not. 

Ai^roved,  May  11, 1820. 


An  Act  supplementary  to  the  several  actB  for  the  aid- 
justment  of  land  claims  in  the  Stale  of  Louisiana. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  claims  for  land^ 
within  the  eastern  district  of  the  State  of  Lou- 
isiana, described  by  the  register  and  receiver  of  ibc 
said  districts,  in  their  report  to  the  Commissionei 
of  the  General  Land  Oflice,  bearing  date  the  twea* 
tieth  day  of  November,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  sixteen,  and  recommended  in  the  said 
report  for  confirmation,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby 
confirmed  against  any  claim  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  any  per- 
son or  persons,  claiming  lands  within  that  part  of 
Louisiana  lying  west  of  the  river  Mississippi,  ia- 
cluding  the  island  of  New  Orleans,  founded  upon 
any  Spanish  grant*  concession,  or  order  of  surrej. 
and  whose  claims  have  not  heretofore  been  filec 
in  the  proper  office,  may,  from  and  after  the  first 
day  of  July  next,  and  until  the  thirty Hfirst  day  of 
December  thereafter,  deliver  notices  in  writing,  aaii 
the  written  evidences  of  their  clai  ms,  to  the  register  i^ 
the  land  district  within  which  such  lands  may  bes3i- 
uate,  within  the  said  State^and  the  said  notices  aoc 
evidences,  so  delivered,  within  the  time  limited  b 
this  act,  shall,  by  the  said  registers,  be  recorded,  it 
books  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose,  for  which  serrire 
a  compensation  shall  be  received  from  such  claim- 
ants, at  the  rate  of  twenty-five  cents  for  efeiy 
hundred  words.  And  the  rishts  of  such  person: 
as  shall  neglect  so  doing,  witnin  the  time  limited 
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)y  this  act,  shall,  so  far  as  they  are  deriyed  from, 
)r  founded  on,  any  act  of  Congress,  ever  after  be 
taired,  and  become  void,  and  the  evidences  of  their 
laims  never  after  admitted  as  evidence  in  any 
curt  of  the  United  States,  against  any  grant  de- 
ived  from  the  United  States. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  said 
egisters  shall,  on  the  first  dav  of  January  next, 
aake  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  a  report  of 
ill  the  claims  filed  in  their  respective  offices,  in 
tursuance  of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  together 
rith  the  substance  of  the  evidence  in  support 
hereof,  with  their  opinion  of  the  credit  to  which 
uch  evidence  is  entitled. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  every 
erson,  or  persons,  claiming  land  within  that  part 
f  Louisiana  described  in  the  preceding  section, 
funded  upon  any  Spanish  ffrant,  concession,  or  or- 
er  of  survey,  who  had  filed  their  notices  of  claims 
1  the  proper  office,  according  to  former  kws,  and 
rhose  claims  have  not  been  confirmed,  may,  at 
ny  time  before  the  thirty-first  day  of  Decem- 
er  next,  deliver  additional  written  evidence,  or 
ther  testimony,  in  support  of  their  claims,  the 
otice  of  which  had  bee;i  filed  as  aforesaid,  to  the 
lid  reenters,  and  the  evidence  so  delivered  or  of- 
*red,  shall  be  recorded  in  books  to  be  kept  for  that 
urpose^  for  which  service  a  compensation  shall 
e  received,  from  such  claimants,  at  the  rate  of 
Bv^enty-fivc  cents  for  every  hundred  words.  And 
le  rights  of  such  persons  as  shall  neglect  so  doing, 
rithin  the  time  limited  by  this  act,  shall,  so  far 
s  they  are  derived  from,  or  founded  on,  any  act  of 
Congress,  ever  after  be  barred  and  become  void, 
ad  the  evidences  of  their  claims  never  after 
dmitted  as  evidence  in  any  court  of  the  United 
tates  against  any  grant  derived  from  the  United 
tates. 

Sec.  5.  And  he  it  farther  e^iacted,  That  the  said 
^isters  shall,  on  the  first  day  of  January  next, 
lake  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  a  report  of 
le  claims  in  which  additional  evidence  shall  have 
sen  filed  in  their  respective  offices,  together  with 
le  substance  of  the  evidence  so  filed,  with  their 
jinion  of  the  credit  to  which  such  evidence  is  en- 
tled,  and  such  other  information  as  the  examina- 
on  of  such  cases,  under  any  former  law,  may  have 
aced  in  their  power  or  possession. 
Sec.  6.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted,  That  it  shall 
i  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  as 
K>n  as  the  reports  of  the  said  registers  shall  be 
ceived,  to  proceed  to  the  examination  of  the 
aims  aforesaid,  and  to  report  to  the  two  Houses 

Congress  a  list  of  the  oases  which,  in  his 
union,  ought  to  be  confirmed,  together  with  the 
asons  upon  which  his  opinion  may^  be  found- 
I :  Provided,  nevertheless,  That  no  claim  shall  be 
recommended  for  confirmation,  which  contains 
ore  than  the  quantity  contained  in  a  league 
uare. 

Sec.  7.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  fifth 
ction  of  the  act  of  the  third  day  of  March,  eigh- 
en  hundred  and  eleven,  entitled  "  An  act  provi- 
ng for  the  final  adjustment  of  claims  to  lands, 
d  for  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  in  the  Territo- 
•5  of  Orleans  and  Louisiana,  and  to  repeal  the 


act  passed  for  the  same  purpose,"  and  approved 
February  sixteenth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eleven,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  revived 
and  continued,  for  the  term  of  two  years  from  and 
after  the  passing  of  this  act. 

Sec.  S,  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said 
registers,  in  addition  to  the  compensation  herein 
prescribed,  shall  receive^  in  full  for  the  services 
required  of  them,  respectively,  by  this  act,  the  sum 
of  six  hundred  dollars,  whicn  shall  be  paid  out  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated. 

Approved,  May  11, 1820. 


An  Act  extending  the  time  allowed  for  the  redemption 
of  lands  sold  for  direct  taxes,  in  certain  cases. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  time  allowed  for  the 
redemption  of  lands  which  have  been  or  may  be 
sold  for  the  payment  of  taxes,  under  the  act  passed 
the  ninth  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  fifteen,  so  far  as  the  same  regards  the 
direct  tax  of  six  millions  of  dollars,  laid  in  that 
year:  or  under  the  act  passed  the  fifth  day  of 
March,  one  thousand  eiffht  hundred  and  sixteen, 
so  far  as  the  same  r^ards  the  direct  tax  of  three 
millions  of  dollars,  laid  in  that  year,  and  purchased 
on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  be  extended  three 
years  beyond  the  time  heretotore  allowed:  Pro- 
vided, That  such  extension  of  time  shall  not  be 
beyond  the  first  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  twenty-one,  and  that,  on  such  redemp- 
tion, interest  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  twenty  per 
centum  per  annum  on  the  taxes  aforesaid,  and  ad- 
ditions of  twenty  per  centum  chargeable  thereon ; 
and  the  ri^ht  to  redeem  shall  inure  as  well  to  per- 
sons holding  an  equitable  or  revtsionary  interest 
in  lands  so  purchased  on  behalf  of  the  United 
States,  as  to  the  original  owners  thereof. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  where  any 
person  or  persons,  who  has  or  have  purchased  lanfls 
or  tenements,  sold  for  the  non-payment  of  the  di- 
rect tax,  shall  be  entitled  to  have  a  deed  for  the 
same,  but,  from  the  death  or  removal  of  the  col- 
lector, or  from  any  other  cause,  there  is  no  officer 
who,  by  the  existing  laws,  is  authorized  to  make  a 
deed,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such  person  or  persons 
to  apply,  by  petition,  to  the  district  judge  of  the 
district  in  wnich  such  lands  or  tenements  are  sit- 
uate, setting  forth  the  circumstances  of  the  ease, 
and,  upon  due  proof  being  made,  to  the  satisfac- 
tion ot  such  judge,  that  such  person  or  persons  is 
or  are  a  purchaser  or  purchasers  as  aforesaid,  and 
has  or  have  fully  complied  with  all  conditions  of 
sale,  and  is  or  are  entitled  to  have  a  deed,  and  that 
there  is  no  officer  who,  by  the  existing  laws,  is 
authorized  to  make  such  deed,  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  such  judge,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  re- 
quired, to  order  and  direct  the  marshal  of  the  db- 
trict  to  make  a  deed  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers ; 
which  deed,  being  acknowledged  in  open  court, 
and  entered  of  record,  shall  have  the  same  effect 
as  if  it  had  been  made  by  the  collector  or  other 
officer  authorized  by  the  laws  heretofore  or  now 
in  force. 

Approved,  May  11, 1820. 
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An  Act  to  amend  the  set,  entitled  <'An  act  to  pnmde 
for  the  publication  of  the  laws  of  the  United  8utea» 
and  for  other  purpoees." 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.,  That  the  Secretary  of  State 
shall,  as  soon  as  conreniently  may  he,  after  he 
shall  receive  any  order,  resolution,  or  law,  passed 
by  Congress,  except  silch  orders,  resolutions,  and 
laws  as  are  of  a  private  nature,  cause  the  same  to 
be  published  in  a  number  of  public  newspapers, 
not  exceeding  one  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
and  in  not  more  than  three  newspapers  in  each  of 
the  several  States  and  Territories  of  the  United 
States.  And  he  shall  also  cause  to  be  published, 
in  like  manner,  in  the  said  newspapers,  all  public 
treaties  entered  into  and  ratified  by  the  United 
States,  except  Indian  treaties,  which  shall  be  pub- 
lished only  m  one  newspaper,  and  that  to  be  within 
the  limits  of  the  State  or  Territory  to  which  the 
su^ect-matter  of  such  treaty  shall  belong. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  fwrthn  enacted,  That  the  first 
section  of  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for 
the  publication  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  approved  the  twentieth  ox 
April,  one  thousand  eight  nundred  and  eighteen, 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed :  Provided^ 
That  such  repeal  shall  not  be  construed  to  prevent 
the  payment  of  any  compensation  that  may  be  due 
for  the  publication  of  the  laws,  previous  to  the 
promulgation  of  this  act. 

Approved,  May  11, 1820. 


An  Act  authoriuDg  the  sale  of  thirteen  sections  of 
land,  lying  within  the  land  district  of  Canton,  in 
the  State  of  Ohio. 

Be  U  enacted,  fc.,  That  the  thirteen  sections  of 
land,  lying  within  the  land  district  of  Canton,  in 
the  State  of  Ohio,  which  were  reserved  for  the  use 
of  certain  persons  of  the  Delaware  tribe  of  Indians 
by  an  act  of  Congress,  passed  on  the  third  day  of 
Ittarch,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven, 
and  were  subsequently  c^ed  to  the  United  States 
by  the  eighteenth  article  of  the  treaty  concluded 
on  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  September,  one  thou- 
sand ei^ht  hundred  ana  seventeen,  shall  be  offered 
to  public  sale,  by  the  register  and  receiver  of  the 
public  moneys  at  the  land  office  at  Wooster,  on 
such  day  or  days  as  the  President  shall  designate 
for  that  purpose,  in  the  same  manner,  and  on  the 
same  conditions  and  terms,  as  are  provided  by 
law  for  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  ot  the  United 
Sutes. 

Approved,  May  11, 1820. 


An  Act  to  alter  the  times  of  the  session  of  the  circuit 
and  district  courts  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^.,  That,  from  and  after  the  first 
day  of  January  next,  instead  of  the  times  now 
provided  by  law,  for  the  session  of  the  circuit  court 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  the  same  shall  be 
holden  at  the  times  and  places  following,  that  is 
to  sav :  At  Washington,  m  and  for  the  county  of 
Washington,  on  the  first  Monday  in  October,  and 
on  the  second  Monday  in  April,  in  every  year ; 


and  in  Alexandria,  in  and  £at  the  camity  of  Ala- 
andria,  on  the  first  Mondays  in  NoTcmber  aafi 
May,  in  every  year. 

Sbc.2.  AndbeU/urOkremKtmlj  That^fromaad 
after  the  first  day  of  July  ntzt,  instoul  of  the 
times  now  provided  by  law  for  the  session  of  the 
district  court  for  the  District  of  Colambsa,  the 
same  shall  be  holden  on  the  first  Mowiaf  s  in  De- 
cember and  June  in  ev^r  year. 

Approved,  May  11,  IS20. 


An  Act  to  annex  certain  lands  within  ths  Tomtoty  of 
Michigan  to  the  distact  of  DetmL 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.  That  all  the  pnfalic  lands  of 
the  United  States  within  the  Temtory  of  Michi- 
gan, to  which  the  Indian  title  was  extinguished 
by  tne  treaty  held  and  concluded  at  Sagniaa,  in 
the  said  Territory,  on  the  twenty-fomth  day  d 
September,  in  the  year  one  thonaaad  eight  hon- 
dr»l  and  nineteen,  shall  be^  and  herdiv  are^  at- 
tached to,  and  made  partof^  the  district  of  Detroii, 
in  the  said  Territory. 

Sec  2.  And  he  it  Jkirtker  enaetmL  That  the  lands 
aforesaid,  to  which  the  Indian  title  has  been  ex- 
tinguished, and  which  have  not  been  reserved  ot 
appropriated  by  existing  laws  or  treaties,  shall  be 
surveyed  and  ofiered  for  sale,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Presiduit  of  the  United  States,  in  the  same 
inanner,  with  the  same  reservations  and  eicep> 
tions,  and  upon  the  same  terms  and  conditioiK  u 
every  respect,  both  at  public  and  private  sale^  as 
are  or  may  be  provided  bv  law  for  the  di^iosai  of 
the  other  public  lands  within  the  said  dislnct. 

Approved,  May  11, 1830. 


An  Act  to  establish  an  uniform  mode  of  dtadpiine  and 
field  ezerdse  lor  the  militia  of  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^.,  That  the  system  of  diaeipline 
and  field  exercise  which  is  and  shall  be  ordered  to 
be  observed  by  the  regular  army  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  diffisrent  corps  of  infantry,  artillery, 
and  riflemen,  shall  also  be  observed  by  the  militia, 
in  the  exercises  and  discipline  of  the  said  wrp, 
respectively,  throughout  the  United  Stales. 

Sfic.  2.  And  be  itfiuiker  emaeted.  That  so  much 
of  the  act  of  Congress,  approved  tne  eif^th  day  of 
May,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  niaety<wo, 
as  approves  and  establishes  the  rules  and  disciple 
of  the  Baron  de  Steuben,  and  reqoiies  them  to  be 
observed  by  the  militia  throuffhout  the  United 
States,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereoy,  repealed. 

Approved,  May  12, 1820. 


An  Act  to  alter  and  establish  oeitsia  Poet  Roads. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  the  following  post  roads 
be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  diaeontinned,  th<t  is 
to  say: 

From  Lilly  Point  to  Halcyonville,  in  Viiginia. 

From  Dublin  to  Jacksonville,  in  Cleoqpa. 

From  Westport  to  Brunerstown,  in  Kentucky. 

From  Whimeld  to  Jefierson,  in  Maine. 

From  Chickasaw  Agency  to  St.  Stephens,  in 
Mississippi. 
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From  Choctaw  Agency  to  Monticello;  and 
from  Natchez  to  Lake  Pontchartrain,  in  the  same 
State. 

From  Rhea  Courthouse,  Tennessee,  to  Fort 
Jackson,  in  Alabama. 

From  Haysville  to  Oxford,  North  Carolina. 

From  Waterborough  to  Barnwell  Courthouse, 
in  North  Carolina. 

From  St.  Charles,  by  Montgomery  Courthouse, 
to  Howard  Courthouse. 

From  Franklin.  Howard  countv,  to  Chariton. 

From  St.  Charles,  by  Marphey's  in  St.  John's 
settlement,  to  Howard  Courthouse,  in  the  Missouri 
Territory. 

From  Vassalboro'  to  Harlem,  in  Maine. 

From  Alna  to  Palermo. 

From  Dunstable  to  Piscataquay  Bridge,  in  New 
Hampshire. 

From  Cahaba  to  St.  Stephens. 

Sec.  2.  Arid  5e  U  Jurther  enacted,  That  the  fol- 
lowing be  established  post  roads,  that  is  to  say : 

In  iTew  Hampshire. — From  Amherst,  by  Lynd- 
borough  and  Greenfield,  to  Hancock. 

That  the  post  road  fi;om  Keene  to  Richmond 
pass  by  Winchester. 

From  Keene,  by  Surry,  Drewsville,  and  Lang- 
don,  to  Charlestown. 

From  Dunstable,  through  Merrimack,  bv  Bed- 
ford meeting-house  and  Piscataquay  briage,  to 
Isle  Hookset. 

►  In  Vermont — From  Danville  to  Montpelier,  by 
Cabot,  Marshfield,  and  Plainfield. 

From  Vergennes,  by  Panton,  to  Westport,  in 
the  State  of  New  York. 

From  Stockbridge  to  Randolph. 

In  Maine, — From  Alna,  by  JSast  Pittston,  to 
Whitfield. 

From  Alna  to  Gardiner. 

From  Sedgwick  to  Deer  Island. 

From  Ellsworth,  by  Jordan's  river  school-house, 
in  Trenton,  to  the  towns  of  Eden  and  Mount 
Desart. 

From  Waldoborough,  by  Union,  Hope,  Sears- 
mont,  and  Belmont,  to  Belfast. 

From  Gardiner,  bv  Pittston.  Whitfield,  Malta, 
and  Jefferson,  to  Waidoborougn. 

From  New  Portland,  by  Kingfield,  to  Freeman. 

From  Hallowell,  by  Malta,  to  Harlem. 

In  Ma88adiu8eU8.—-FTom  Springfield,  by  Wil- 
braham,  to  Stafford  Springs,  m  Connecticut. 

From  Sandwich,  by  Coatuit  village,  in  West 
Barnstable,  Thomas  D.  Scudder's,  Yarmouth, 
and  Dennis,  to  Harwick,  on  the  south  side  of  Cape 
Cod. 

From  Gloucester,  by  Essex,  to  Ipswich. 

From  Hanover,  by  Hanson,  to  East  Bridge- 
water. 

From  Northfield,  by  Vernon,  to  Brattleborough, 
in  J^unont 

i^Mn  Salisbury  to  Amesbury. 

From  Taunton,  by  Raynham,  to  East  Bridge- 
water. 

In  CcnnecHcut, — From  Derby,  by  Huntingdon, 
to  Newtown. 

From  Woodbury,  by  Roxbury,  to  Warren. 

From  Hartford,  by  East  Windsor,  Ellington, 
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Somers,  Wilbraham,  and  Ludlow,  to  Belehertown, 
in  Massachusetts. 

From  New  Haven,  by  Oxford,  Southbury, 
Woodbury,  and  Washington,  to  Warren. 

From  Norwich  to  Colchester. 

In  New  York, — From  Batavia  to  Ridgeway. 

From  Windham,  by  Roxbury,  to  Stamford. 

From  Hopkinton  to  Keene. 

From  Mount  Hope  to  Bloomingsburg. 

.From  Moscow,  by  York,  Caledonia,  and  Scott- 
ville,  to  Rochester. 

From  Dover  to  Sharon,  in  Connecticut. 

From  Porter,  by  Twelve  Mile  Creek,  to  Eigh- 
teen Mile  Creek. 

From  Skeneatelas,  on  the  east  side  of  Sken- 
eatelas  Lake,  by  Spafibrd  and  Scott,  to  Courtland 
village. 

From  Luzerne,  by  Edinburgh,  to  Galway. 

From  Newton,  by  Catharine,  and  Cayuta,  to 
Ithica. 

From  Bath,  bv  Upper  Addison,  Troupburgh, 
Deerfield,  and  Elklana,  to  Batchelorville,  m  Penn- 
sylvania. 

From  Constantia,  by  Cicero,  and  Salina,  to 
Onondaga. 

From  Reading  to  Dresden,  on  Seneca  Lake, 
thence,  along  the  Lake,  by  Benton,  to  Geneva. 

From  Gushen,  by  Scotchtown,  to  Bloomings 
burffh. 

From  Poughkeepsie,  by  New  Poltz,  and  Bruyn^ 
ville,  to  Bloomingsbursh. 

From  Sullivan,  by  Uazenovia,  and  Woodstock, 
to  De  Ruyter. 

In  Pennsylvania. — That  the  post  route  from 
Philadelphia  to  Athens  pass  bv  Romig's  Ferry 
and  the  mouth  of  Durham  Creex  to  Easton. 

From  Bedford  to  Somerset. 

From  Harrisburffh,  by  Corbett's  Mills,  Jones- 
town, and  RohrersDurg,  to  Hamburg. 

From  Catawisse.  bv  Mifflinburg.  to  Nescopeck. 

From  Liverpool,  oy  Mount  Pleasant  Mill^ 
Freeburg,  Middleburg,  and  New  Berlin,  to  Mifllin- 
burg. 

From  Reading,  by  Morgantown,  to  Down- 
ington. 

From  Emaus  to  MiUerstown. 

From  White  Horse,  by  Berlin,  Connelsville, 
Middletown,  Merrittstown,  Jeffieraon,  Way  nesbarg, 
and  Morrisville,  to  Grave  Creek  Flats,  in  Yir- 
ginia. 

From  Stroudsburgh  to  Orwigsburgfa. 

From  New  Hope,  by  Lumb^ille;  and  Erwin- 
na,  to  Romig's  Ferry,  near  the  moutk  of  Durham 
Creek. 

From  Kutztown,  by  Martztown,  New  Goshen- 
hoppen,  Seemanytown,  Joseph  Williams's,  and 
Centre  Square,  to  White  Marsh. 

In  MairjUand. — ^From  Chesapeake,  by  Port  De- 
posite,  to  Conewingo. 

From  Charlotte  Hall,  by  the  Three  Notched 
Road,  to  Fenwick's  Tavern. 

From  Havre-de-Grace  to  Woodlawn. 

In  Virginia, — From  Bath  Courthouse,  by  Me* 
Clintoek's,  and  Anthony's  Creek,  to  Lewisborg. 

From  Staunton^  by  Greenville,  and  Fairfield, 
to  Lexington. 
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From  ShepherdstowD,  by  Leetown  and  Smith- 
field,  to  Winchester. 

From  West  Liberty  to  Wdlsburg. 

From  Lexington,  by  the  Calf  Pasture,  to  Fau- 
cett's,  in  Bath  county. 

From  Timber  Ridge,  by  North  River,  to  Moore- 
field. 

From  Petersburg,  by  Southerland's  Tavern, 
Lombardy,  and  Dennis'  Tavern,  to  Jennings'  Old 
Ordinary. 

In  North  Carolina, — From  Williamsboro',  by 
Lynnesville,  to  Clarksville,  in  Virginia. 

From  Fayetteville  by  Waynesborough,  to  Stan- 
tonburg. 

From  Wadesborough,  by  Edward  Winfidd's, 
Culpepper's  store,  Jacob  Austin's,  Charles  T.  Al- 
exander's, and  Maxwell's  store,  to  Charlotte. 

From  Charlotte,  by  Azrai  Cockburn's  and  Wil- 
liam Taylor's,  to  Wadesborough. 

From  Newbem,  by  Street's  Bridge,  Croom's 
Ferry,  Hookerstown,  Snowhill,  and  Stantonburg, 
to  Smithfield. 

From  Lawrenceville,  by  McNeill's  store,  and 
Nicholas  Nail's,  to  Pittsboroueh. 

From  Pittsborough,  by  D.  ^7offit's  to  Lawrence- 
yiUe. 

From  Oxford,  by  Cannon  and  Young's  store,  to 
Clarksville,  in  Virginia. 

From  Danville,  by  William  RawUng's,  and 
Troublesome  Iron  Works,  to  Salem. 

From  Haysville,  by  Hawkins'  Mills,  and  Chalk 
Level,  to  williamsboro'. 

In  SotUh  Carolina, — From  Columbia,  by  Richard 
Harrison's  Store,  to  Bechamsville. 

From  Georgetown,  by  Black  River,  Bull  Creek, 
and  Pee  Dee  Ferries,  to  Conwayborougfa. 

From  Conwayborough,  by  Little  River,  and 
Smithville,  to  Wilmington,  in  North  Carolina. 

From  Chester  Courthouse,  by  Cedar  Shoals, 
and  McDonald's  Ferry,  to  Lancaster  Courthouse. 

From  John  Thonipson,  Junr's^  by  Richard  How- 
ard's to  Godfrey's  Ferry,  on  Big  Pee  Dee  river, 
or  near  the  same. 

That  the  mail  from  Lumber  ton,  to  Marion 
Courthouse,  pass  by  the  most  eligible  route,  omit- 
ting Barfidds,  if  necessary. 

In  Georgia. — From  Hartford,  by  Jacksonville, 
to  Perry's  Mills,  in  Tatnal  County. 

That  the  mail  route  from  Auffusta  to  Savan- 
nah shall  pass  by  Waynesborough. 

From  Fowdtown,  by  Mount  ^ion  and  Eaton- 
ton^  to  Monticdlo. 

In  Ohio, — From  Coshocton  to  Wooster. 

From  Neville  to  Bethd. 

That  the  mail  from  Marietta  to  Woodfield  go 
by  Regnier's  Mills,  in  the  town  of  Aurelius. 

From  Feestown,  by  Bethel,  Williamsburg,  Le- 
banon, and  Ridgeville,  to  Dayton. 

From  Lebanon,  by  Springborough,  and  Ridge- 
ville, to  Xenia. 

From  West  Union,  by  Decatur,  Ripley^  Bridge- 
water,  Bethd,  and  Newton,  to  Cincinnati. 

From  Greenville  to  Winchester,  in  Indiana. 

From  Irville  to  Mount  Vernon. 

From  Piketon,  by  Robert  Bennett's  and  Asa 


Boynton's,  to  Burlington,  on  the  north  side  of  ihe 
Ohio  river. 

From  Norwalk,  in  the  county  of  Huron,  t: 
Lower  Sandusky,  in  the  State  of  Ohio. 

In  Kentucky. — From  Falmouth,  by  Theobdfi. 
to  Fredericksburg. 

From  Whitley  Courthouse,  by  Colond  Rosses,  t. 
Monticdlo. 

That  the  post  road  from  Mount  Steriing  Ij 
Prestonburg,  pass  by  the  Olympian  Springs,  ace 
Beaver  Iron  Works,  in  Bath  county. 

That  Uie  post  road  from  the  Great  Crossings,  to 
the  mouth  of  Cedar,  pass  by  HeslersTille,  in  Owen 
county. 

From  Richmond  to  Estill  Courthouse. 

From  Smithland,  by  America,  in  Illinois,  to 
Cypress,  in  Kentnckv. 

Krom  Richmond,  oy  Big  Hill,  to  Hazle  Patch. 

From  Estill  Courthouse,  to  Patrick's  Salt  Worb. 
on  the  north  fork  of  Kentucky  riTer. 

From  New  Castle,  by  Westport,  and  Bethlehec. 
to  Charlestown,  in  Inaiana. 

From  Stamping  Grounds  to  Heslersrille. 

From  Frankfort,  by  HeslersviUe,  to  Fort  Wil- 
liam. 

From  Shelby ville  to  New  Castle. 

In  Tenneuee, — ^From  Knox  ville,  by  Morgan  Court- 
house, to  Overton  Courthouse. 

From  Morgantown  to  Pumpkin  Town,  by  tii« 
town  of  Calhoun,  to  Ross*s,  on  the  south  tide  oi 
Tennessee  river. 

From  Murfreesborouffh  to  Shelbyvill& 

From  Carthage,  by  Lancaster,  and  H^rmoay 
Grove,  to  Statesville. 

From  Kingston,  by  William  White's,  on  Poplar 
Creek,  to  Clinton. 

From  Monroe,  by  Gainsborough,  Wiiliamsbur?. 
and  Beech  HilL  to  Carthage. 

From  Reynoldsburgh  to  the  Lower  Chicka^w 
Bluffs. 

From  Nashville,  by  Harpeth,  and  New  Hope, 
to  Fayetteville. 

From  Greenville  to  GreenYille  College,  in  the 
county  of  Greene. 

From  Sparta,  by  Allen's  Ferry,  and  Liberty,  tc 
Statesville. 

From  Chickasaw  Lower  Blufif,  to  the  post  of 
Arkansas. 

lu  Indiana, — From  Palestine,  by  Hindostan,  to 
Porters  viJle. 

From  Madison  to  Versailles. 

From  Lawrenceburg,  by  Aurora,  Hanover,  and 
Rising  Sun,  to  Vevay. 

In  Illinois, — ^From  Kaskaskias,  by  the  Irish  Set- 
tlement, Covington,  Carlisle,  and  PerrysTille.  to 
Vandalia. 

From  Illinois  Saline,  in  Gallatin,  to  Golconda. 

From  York,  by  Aurora,  to  Terre  Haute. 

From  Montgomery,  by  Brownsville,  and  GiliV 
Ferry,  to  Jackson,  in  Missouri  Territory. 

The  mail  from  Cape  Girardeau  to  Salem,  Ees- 
tucky,  shall  pass  by  America. 

From  Carmi,  by  Mount  Vernon,  to  Carlisle. 

From  Carmi,  to  Wayne  Courthouse,  and  Jcfier- 
son  Courthouse. 
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From  Palmyra,  by  Wayne  Ck)urthousej  Jeffer- 
son Courthouse,  and  Covington,  to  Belleville. 
From  America  to  Jonesborough. 
In  Mi$9i$9^>pi. — From  Natchez,  by  Franklin, 
Monticello,  Covington,  Wayne,  and  Winchester, 
to  Fort  St.  Stephens. 
From  Fordsville  to  Shieldsboro'. 
In  Alabama, — From    Tuscaloosa,  by  Marion 
County  Courthouse,  to  Columbus. 

From  Burnt  Corn  Spring,  by  Connecuh  Court- 
bouse,  to  Fort  Crawford. 

From  Huntsville,  bv  Jackson  Courthouse,  and 
Lawrie's  Ferry,  to  Ross's  and  Washington,  in 
Tennessee. 

From  Cahawba,  by  Portland,  Canton,  Prairie 
Bluff,  Black's  Bluff,  and  Foster's,  to  Fort  Clai- 
)orne. 

From  Mooreville,  by  Milton's  Bluff,  Courtland, 
Bainbridge,  and  Big  Spring,  to  Russelville,  in 
i^ranklin  county. 

From  Cahawba,  hy  Joseph  Briton's,  Old  Town, 
Tails  of  Cahawba,  Kins  and  Smith's  store,  Shelby 
Courthouse,  David  McLaughlin's,  St.  Clair  Court- 
louse,  Vincent  Bennett's,  the  Cherokee  Nation, 
»y  Ross's  and  James  Patterson's,  to  Washington, 
a  Tennessee. 

From  the  town  of  Cahawba  to  the  Falls  of  Ca- 
tawba, and  to  Tuscaloosa. 

From  Courtland  to  Moulton. 

From  St.  Clair  Courthouse  to  Carolsville. 

lu  Mismuri  Territory, — From  New  Madrid  to 
*oint  Pleasant. 

From  Louisiana,  by  Hanibal,  to  Palmyra. 

From  Louisiana  to  New  London. 

That  the  post  road  from  Cape  Girardeau  to 
Winchester,  pass  by  Edward  Tanner's. 

From  St.  Charles,  by  Marthasville,  Montgomery 
'ourthouse,  Loutre  Island,  Cote  Sans  Dessein, 
[ashville,  Smithton^  John  Grayum's,  Franklin, 
Danish  Neekle  Prairie,  Chareton,  William  W. 
Lonroe's,  Grand  River,  Bloomfield,  Missouriton, 
id  Blumon,  to  Fort  Osaffe. 

From  Fort  Osage,  by  Mount  Vernon,  Tabbo, 
itde  Osaffe  Bottom,  and  Jefferson,  to  Chareton. 

In  Michigan  Territory. — From  Detroit,  by  Pon- 
aic,  to  Mount  Clemens. 

Approved,  May  13, 1820. 


o  Act  fixing  the  time  lor  the  next  meeting  of  Con- 

greM. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c,j  That,  after  the  adjournment 
the  present  session,  the  next  meeting  of  Con- 
ess  shall  be  on  the  second  Monday  of  November 
xt. 
Approved,  May  13,  1820. 


1    Act  to  limit  the  term  of  office  of  certain  officers 
therein  named,  and  for  other  purpoaes. 

Be  i£  enacted^  ^c.  That,  from  and  after  the  pass- 
^  of  this  act,  all  district  attorneys,  collectors  of 
»  customs,  naval  officers,  and  surveyors  of  the 
itomnsy  navy  agents,  receivers  of  public  moneys 
lands,  registers  of  the  land  offices,  paymasters 
the  Anny,  the  apothecary  general,  the  assistant 


apothecaries  general,  and  the  commissary  general 
of  purchases,  to  be  appointed  under  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  shall  be  appointed  for  the  term  of 
four  years;  but  shall  be  removable  from  office  at 
pleasure. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  com- 
mission of  each  and  every  of  the  officers  named  in 
the  first  section  of  this  act,  now  in  office,  unless 
vacated  bv  removal  from  office,  or  otherwise,  shall 
cease  ana  exjure  in  the  manner  following:  All 
such  commissions,  bearing  date  on  or  before  the 
thirtieth  day  of  Septemwr.  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fourteen,  shall  cease  and  expire  on 
the  day  and  month  of  their  respective  dates,  which 
shall  next  ensue  after  the  thirtieth  day  of  Septem- 
ber next;  all  such  commissions  bearing  date  after 
the  said  thirtieth  day  of  September,  m  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  and 
before  the  first  day  of  October,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  sixteen,  shall  cease  and  expire  on  the 
day  and  month  of  their  respective  dates,  which 
shall  next  ensue  after  the  thirtieth  day  of  Septem- 
ber, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-one. 
And  all  other  such  commissions  shall  cease  and 
expire  at  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  four  years 
from  their  respective  dates. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  fkrther  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  he  is  hereby  authorized,  from  time  to  time,  as 
in  his  opinion  the  interest  of  the  United  States 
may  require,  to  regulate  and  increase  the  sums  for 
which  the  bonds  required,  or  which  may  be  re- 
quired, by  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  to  be 
given  by  the  said  officers,  and  by  all  other  officers 
employed  in  the  disbursement  or  the  public  mon- 
eys under  the  direction  of  the  War  and  Navy  De- 
partments, shall  be  given ;  and  all  bonds  given  in 
conformity  with  sucn  regulations  shall  be  as  valid 
and  effectual,  to  all  intents  and  purposes^  as  if 

S'ven  for  the  sums  respectively  mentioned  m  the 
vrs  requiring  the  same. 

Sec.  4.  Awt  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  com- 
missions of  all  officers  employed  in  levying  or  col- 
lecting the  public  revenue  shall  be  made  out  and  re- 
corded in  the  Treasury  Department,  and  the  seal 
of  the  said  department  affixed  thereto;  any  law  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding :  Provided,  That  the 
said  seal  shall  not  be  affixed  to  any  such  commis- 
sion before  the  same  shall  have  been  signed  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States. 

Approved,  May  15, 1820. 


An  Act  to  authorise  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  borrow  a  sum  not  exceeding  three  mil- 
lions of  dollars. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  be  and  he  is  hereby  empowered  to  bor- 
row, on  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  a  sum  not 
exceeding  three  millions  of  dollars,  at  a  rate  of  in- 
terest payable  quarter  yearly,  not  exceeding  five 
per  centum  per  annum,  and  reimbursable,  at  the 
will  of  the  Government,  at  any  time  after  the  first 
day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-two ;  or  at  a  rate  of  interest,  payable  in  like 
manner,  not  exceeding  six  per  centum  per  annum, 
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and  reimbursable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  United 
States ;  to  be  applied,  in  addition  to  the  moneys 
now  in  the  Treasury,  or  which  may  be  received 
therein  from  other  sources,  daring  the  present 
year,  to  defray  any  of  the  public  expenses  which 
are  or  may  oe  authorized  by  law.  The  stock 
thereby  created  shall  be  transferrable  in  the  same 
manner  as  is  provided  by  law  for  the  transfer  of 
the  public  debt. 

Sbg.  2.  And  be  U  fwrihur  enactddj  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  mnk  of  the  United  States  to 
lend  the  said  suul  or  any  part  thereof;  and  it  is 
hereby  further  declared,  that  it  shall  be  deemed  a 
good  execution  of  the  said  power  to  borrow,  for 
tne  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  the  approba- 
tion of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to 
cause  to  be  constituted  certificates  of  stock,  signed 
by  the  Roister  of  the  Treasury,  or  by  a  Commis- 
sioner of  Loans,  for  the  sum  to  be  borrowed,  or  for 
any  part  thereof,  bearing  an  interest  of  five  per 
centum  per  annum,  transferrable  and  reimbursa- 
ble as  aforesaid,  ana  to  cause  the  said  certificates 
of  stock  to  be  sold ;  Provided^  That  no  stock  be 
sold  under  par. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  be  and  he  is  hereby  author- 
ized, with  the  approMition  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  to  employ  an  a^ent  or  agents  for 
the  purpose  or  obtaining  subscriptions  to  the  loan 
authorized  by  this  act,  or  of  selling  any  part  of  the 
stock  to  be  created  by  virtue  thereof.  A  commis- 
sion, not  exceeding  one-eiffhth  of  one  per  cent,  on 
the  amount  thus  sold,  or  for  which  subscriptions 
shall  have  been  thus  obtained,  may,  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  be  allowed  to  such  agent  or 
agents,  and  a  sum,  not  exceeding  four  thousand 
dollars,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Trea- 
sury not  otherwise  appropriated,  is  hereby  ap[Mro- 
priated  for  that  object,  and  also  for  defraying  the 
expenses  of  printing  and  issuing  the  subscription 
certificates,  and  certificates  of  stock,  and  other  ex- 
penses incident  to  the  due  execution  of  this  act 

See.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  so  much 
of  the  funds  constituting  the  annual  appropriation 
of  ten  millions  of  dollars,  for  the  payment  of  the 
principal  and  interest  of  the  public  debt  of  the 
United  States,  as  may  be  sufficient  for  that  pur- 
pose, after  satisfying  the  sums  necessary  for  the 
payment  of  the  interest,  and  of  such  part  of  the 
prmcipal  of  the  said  debt  as  the  United  States  are 
now  pledged  annaally  to  pay  or  reimburse,  is  here- 
by pledged  and  appropriated  for  the  payment  of 
the  interest,  and  for  the  reimbursement  ot  the  prin- 
cipal of  the  stock  which  may  be  created  by  virtue 
or  this  act.  It  shall,  accordfinsly,  be  the  duty  of 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  to  cause 
to  be  applied  and  paid,  out  of  the  said  fund,  yearly, 
such  sum  and  sums  as  may  annually  be  necessary 
to  discbarse  the  interest  accruing  on  the  said  stock, 
and  may  be  discharged,  in  conformity  with  the 
terms  of  the  loan.  And  they  are  furtner  author- 
ized to  apply,  from  time  to  time,  such  sum  or  sums, 
out  of  the  said  fund,  as  they  may  think  proper,  to- 
wards discharginff,  by  purchase,  and  at  a  price  not 
above  par,  the  principal  of  the  said  stock,  or  any 
part  thereof.    And  the  faith  of  the  United  States 


is  hereby  pledged  to  establish  sufficient  revesaes 
for  making  up  any  deficiency  that  may  hereafux 
take  place  in  the  funds  hereby  amnropriated  for 
paying  the  said  interest  and  principal  sams,  oranj 
of  them,  in  manner  aforesaid. 
Approved,  May  35, 1820. 


An  Act  to  incorporate  the  inhabitants  of  Uic  Citj  of 
Washingtony  and  to  jepeal  all  acts  heretoibre  pawed 
for  that  purpose. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^e^  That  the  act,  entitled  ""As  act 
to  incorporate  the  inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington, m  the  District  of  Colombia,"  and  the  act 
supplementary  to  the  same,  passed  on  the  tweatv- 
fourth  of  February,  in  the  year  one  thcMisaad  eigit 
hundred  and  four,  and  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 
further  to  amend  tne  charter  of  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington," and  all  other  acts  or  parts  of  acts,  incos- 
sistent  with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby,  repealed:  Provided,  however.  That 
the  Mayor,  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Alde^ 
men,  and  members  of  the  Board  of  Conunon  Coim- 
cil  of  the  corporation  of  the  said  city,  shall  and 
may  remain  and  continue  as  such  for  and  dorii^ 
the  terms  for  which  they  have  been  respectivdj 
appointed,  subject  to  the  terms  and  conditioDs  in 
such  cases  legally  made  and  provided ;  and  all  acts 
or  things  done,  or  which  may  be  done  by  them  in 
pursuance  to  the  provisions,  or  by  virtue  of  the  au- 
thority of  the  ^id  acts,  or  either  of  them,  and  not 
inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall 
be  valid,  and  of  as  full  force  and  eflfect  as  if  the 
said  acts  had  not  have  been  repealed. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  fwrihtr  enacted,  That  the  in- 
habitants of  the  City  of  Washington  shall  con- 
tinue to  be  a  body  politic  and  corporate,  by  the 
name  of  the  "Mayor,  Board  of  Aldermen,  and 
Board  of  Common  Council,  of  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington," to  be  elected  by  ballot,  as  hereinafter  di- 
rected ;  and,  by  their  coiporate  name,  may  sue  and 
be  sued,  implead  and  be  impleaded,  grant,  receive, 
and  do  all  other  acts  as  natural  persons^  and  may 
purchase  and  hold  real,  personal,  and  mixed  prop- 
erty, or  dispose  of  the  same,  for  the  benefit  ot  the 
city ;  and  may  have  and  use  a  city  seal,  and  break 
and  alter  the  same  at  pleasure. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  U  farther  enacted.  That  the  Mayor 
of  the  said  city  shall  be  elected  on  the  first  Monday 
in  June  next,  and  on  the  same  day  in  every  second 
year  thereafter,  at  the  same  time  and  place,  in  the 
same  manner,  and  by  the  persons  quaufied  to  rote 
for  members  of  the  Boaitl  of  Aldermen  and  the 
Board  of  Common  Council.  That  the  com- 
missioners hereinafter  mentioned  shall  make  oat 
duplicate  certificates  of  the  result  of  the  dee- 
tion  of  Mayor;  and  shall  return  one  to  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  and  the  other  to  the  Board  of 
Common  Council,  on  the  Monday  next  ^isuinf 
the  election;  and  the  person  having  the  greatest 
number  of  votes  shall  be  the  Mayor ;  but  in  case 
two  or  more  persons,  highest  in  vote,  shall  have 
an  equal  numoer  of  votes,  then  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  the  Board  of  Cooi- 
mon  Council  to  proceed,  forthwith,  by  hallot,  in 
joint  meeting,  to  determine  the  choice  betw t?cB 
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>ach  persons.  The  Mayor  shall,  on  the  Monday 
next  ensuing  his  election,  before  be  enters  on  the 
luties  of  his  ofEice,  in  thepresence  of  the  Boards  of 
l\.ldennen  and  Common  Uouncil,  in  joint  meeting, 
:ake  an  oath,  to  be  administered  b3r  a  justice  of  the 
leace,  "lawrally  to  execute  the  duties  of  his  office, 
io  the  best  of  hisskiil  and  jutonent,  without  faror  or 
partiality."  He  shall,  ex  omcio,  have  and  exercise 
ill  the  powers,  authority,  and  jurisdiction,  of  a 
justice  of  the  peace  for  the  countv  of  Washington, 
svithin  the  said  county.  He  shall  nominate,  and, 
nrith  the  consent  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  ap» 
Mint  to  all  offices  under  the  corporation,  (except 
commissioners  of  election,)  and  may  remove  any 
mch  officer  from  office  at  his  will  and  pleasure. 
He  shall  appoint  persons  to  fill  up  all  vacancies 
svhich  may  occur  during  the  recess  of  the  Board 
)f  Aldermen,  to  hold  such  appointments  until  the 
md  of  the  then  ensuing  session.  He  may  convene 
the  two  Boards  when,  in  his  opinion,  the  public 
^ood  may  require  it;  and  he  shall  lav  Wore 
Jiem,  from  time  to  time,  in  writing,  sucn  altera- 
tions in  the  laws  of  the  corporation  as  he  may 
leem  necessary  and  proper ;  and  he  shall  receive 
for  his  services,  annually,  a  just  and  reasonable 
compensation,  to  be  allowed  and  fixed  by  the  two 
Bioards,  which  shall  neither  be  increased  nor  di- 
ninished  during  his  continuance  in  office.  Any 
person  shall  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  Mavor  who 
3  a  free  white  male  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
who  shall  have  attained  to  the  age  of  thirty  years, 
who  shall  have  resided  in  the  said  city  for  two 
{rears  immediately  preceding  his  election,  and  who 
>hall  be  the  bona  fide  owner  of  a  freehold  estate  in 
:hesaid  city;  and  no  other  person  shall  be  elij^ible 
:o  the  said  office.  In  case  of  the  refusal  or  any 
person  to  accept  the  office  of  Mayor,  upon  his 
election  thereto,  or  of  his  death,  resignation,  ina- 
bility, or  removal  from  the  city,  the  said  Boards 
(hall  assemble  and  elect  another  in  his  place,  to 
«rve  for  the  remainder  of  the  term,  or  during  such 
inability. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  it  fUHher  enacted,  That  the  Board 
)f  Aldermen  shall  consist  of  two  members,  to  be 
'esidents  in,  and  chosen  from,  each  ward,  by  the 
qualified  voters  therein,  and  to  be  elected  for  two 
^ears,  from  the  Monday  next  ensuing  their  dec- 
ion;  and  the  Board  or  Common  Council  shall 
consist  of  three  members,  to  be  residents  in,  and 
:hosen  from,  each  ward,  by  the  qualified  voters 
iierein,  and  to  be  elected  for  one  year,  from  the 
Vfonday  next  ensuing  their  election;  and  each 
Board  shall  meet  at  the  Council  Chamber,  on  the 
«cond  Monday  in  June  next,  for  the  despatch  of 
)usiDess,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  at  the 
Ame  hour  on  the  second  Monday  in  June,  in  every 
rear  thereafter;  and  at  such  other  times  as  the  two 
Soards  may,  by  law,  direct.  A  majority  of  each 
Board  shall  be  necessary  to  form  a  quorum  to  do 
msiness,  but  a  less  number  may  adjourn  from  day 
;o  day ;  they  may  compel  the  attendance  of  absent 
nembers  in  such  manner,  and  under  such  penal- 
ies,  and  allow  such  compensation  for  the  atten- 
lance  of  the  members,  as  they  may,  by  law^  pro- 
ride;  each  Board  shall  appoint  its  own  President, 
vho  shall  preside  during  its  sessions,  and  who 


shall  be  entitled  to  vote  on  all  questions;  th^ 
shall  settle  their  rules  of  proceedings^  appoint  their 
own  officers,  regulate  their  respective  compensa- 
tions, and  remove  them  at  pleasure;  and  may, 
with  the  concurrence  of  three«rourths  of  the  whole, 
expel  any  member  for  disorderly  behavior,  or  mal- 
conduct  in  office,  but  not  a  second  time  for  the 
same  oflfence ;  each  Board  shall  keep  a  journal  of 
its  proceedings,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  shall  be 
entered  thereon,  at  the  request  of  any  member; 
and  their  deliberations  shall  be  public.  All  ordi- 
nances or  acts,  passed  by  the  two  Boards,  shall  be 
sent  to  the  Mayor  for  his  approbation,  and,  when 
approved  by  him,  shall  be  obligatory  as  such .  But, 
ii  the  Mayor  shall  not  approve  or  any  cnrdinance 
or  act,  so  sent  to  him,  he  shall  return  the  same 
within  five  days,  with  his  reasons  in  writing  there- 
for ;  and  if  two-thirds  of  both  Boards,  on  recon- 
sideration thereof,  agree  to  pass  the  same,  it  shall 
be  in  force,  in  like  manner  as  if  he  had  approved 
it ;  but,  if  the  two  Boards  shall,  by  their  aajoum- 
ment,  prevent  its  return,  the  same  shall  not  be  ob- 
ligatory. 

Seo.  5.  And  he  it  fwriktr  enMted^  That  no  pei^ 
son  shall  be  eligible  to  a  seat  in  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen or  Boara  of  Common  Council  unless  he 
shall  be  more  than  twenty-five  years  of  age,  a  free 
white  male  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  shall 
have  been  a  resident  of  the  City  of  Washinj^n 
for  one  year  next  preceding  the  day  of  election, 
and  shall,  at  the  time  of  his  election,  be  a  resident 
of  the  ward  for  which  he  ^all  be  elected,  and  be 
then  the  bona  fide  owner  of  a  freehold  estate  in  the 
said  city,  and  shall  have  been  assessed  on  the  books 
of  the  corporation,  for  the  year  ending  on  the 
thirty-first  of  December  next  preceding  the  day  of 
election.  And  every  free  wnite  male  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  of  lawAil  age,  who  shall  have 
resided  in  the  City  of  Washinjfton  for  one  year 
next  preceding  the  day  of  election,  and  shall  oe  a 
resident  of  the  ward  in  which  he  shall  ofier  to 
vote,  and  who  shall  have  been  assessed,  on  the 
books  of  the  corporation,  for  the  year  ending  on 
the  thirty-first  day  of  December  next  preceding 
the  day  of  election,  and  who  shall  have  paid  all 
taxes  legally  assessed  and  due  on  personal  property, 
when  legally  reouired  to  nay  tne  same,  and  no 
other  person,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at  any  elec- 
tion for  members  of  the  two  Boards.  And  it  shall 
be  the  dutv  of  the  Register  of  the  city,  or  such 
officer  as  tne  corporation  may  hereaftor  direct,  to 
furnish  the  commissioners  of  election,  in  each 
ward,  previous  to  opening  the  polls,  at  every  elec- 
tion, a  list  of  the  persons  having  a  ri^ht  to  vote, 
agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  this  section. 

Sec.  6.  Aind  he  ii  Jkerther  enacted,  That  an  elec- 
tion for  members  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and 
Board  of  Common  Council,  shall  be  held  on  the 
first  Monday  of  June  next,  and  on  the  first  Mon- 
day in  June  annually  thereafter ;  and  all  elections 
shall  be  held  by  three  commissioners  to  be  ap- 
pointed in  each  ward,  by  the  two  boards  in  join^ 
meeting,  which  appointment  shall  be  at  least  ten 
days  previous  to  tne  day  of  each  election.  And  it 
shall  DC  the  duty  of  the  commissioners  so  appointed 
to  give  at  least  five  days'  previous  public  notice 
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of  the  place  in  each  ward  where  such  elections  are 
to  be  held.  The  commissioners  shall,  before  they 
receive  any  ballot,  severally  take  an  oath  or  affir- 
mation, to  be  administered  by  some  justice  of  the 
peace  for  the  county  of  Washington,  "truly  and 
faithfully  to  receive  and  return  the  votes  ot  such 
persons  as  are  by  law  entitled  to  vote  for  members 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  Board  of  Common 
Council,  in  their  respective  wards,  according  to 
the  best  of  their  judgment  and  understandmg ; 
and  not  knowinffly  to  receive  or  return  the  vote 
of  any  person  wno  is  not  legally  entitled  to  the 
same/'  The  polls  shall  be  opened  at  ten  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  and  be  closed  at  seven  o'clock  in 
the  evening  of  the  same  day.  Immediately  on 
closing  the  polls,  the  said  commissioners  for  each 
ward,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  count  the  bal- 
lots, and  make  out,  under  their  hands  and  seals,  a 
correct  return  of  the  persons  having  the  greatest 
number  of  legal  votes  lor  members  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  and  for  members  of  the  Board  of  Com- 
mon Council,  respectively,  together  with  the  num- 
ber of  votes  given  to  eacn  person  voted  for ;  and 
the  persons  having  the  greatest  number  of  votes 
for  the  two  Boards  respectively,  shall  be  duly 
elected,  and,  in  all  cases  of  an  equaiitjr  of  votes, 
the  commissioners  shall  decide  the  choice  by  lot. 
The  said  returns  shall  be  delivered  to  the  Mayor, 
on  the  day  succeeding  the  election,  who  shall 
cause  the  result  of  the  election  to  be  published  in 
some  newspaper  printed  in  the  City  of  Washinjg^- 
ton ;  a  duplicate  return  shall,  together  with  a  list 
of  the  persons  who  voted  at  such  election,  also  be 
made  on  the  day  succeeding  the  election,  to  the 
register  of  the  city,  who  shsul  preserve  and  record 
the  same;  and  shall,  within  two  days  thereafter, 
notify  the  several  persons,  so  returned,  of  their 
election.  And  each  Board  shall  judge  of  the  le- 
gality of  the  elections,  returns,  and  qualifications, 
of  its  own  members,  and  shall  sup^y  vacancies 
in  its  own  body,  by  causing  elections  to  be  held  to 
fill  the  same,  and  appoint  commissioners  to  hold 
the  same ;  and  such  commissioners  shall  five  at 
least  five  day^  public  notice  of  the  time  and  place 
of  holding  such  elections ;  each  of  the  members  of 
either  BcNird  shall,  before  entering  on  the  duties  of 
his  office,  take  an  oath  or  affirmation  "faithfully 
to  execute  the  duties  of  his  office,  to  the  best  of  his 
knowledge  and  ability,"  which  oath  or  affirma- 
tion shall  be  administered  by  the  Mayor  or  some 
justice  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Washington. 
Sec.  7.  And  be  U  fuaiher  enacted.  That  the  cor- 
poration aforesaid  shall  have  full  power  and  au- 
thority to  lay  and  collect  taxes  upon  the  real  and 
personal  property  within  the  said  city,  provided 
that  no  tax  shall  be  laid  upon  real  property,  at  a 
higher  rate  than  three-quarters  of  one  per  centum 
on  the  assessment  valuation  thereof,  except  for  the 
special  purposes  hereinafter  provided ;  and  that  no 
tax  shall  be  laid  upon  the  wearing  apparel,  or 
necessary  tools  and  implements  used  in  carrying 
on  the  trade  or  occupation  of  any  person:  nor 
shall  the  same  be  subject  to  distress  and  sale  for 
any  tax ;  and^  after  providing  for  all  objects  of  a 
general  natuik  the  taxes  raised  on  the  assessable 
property  in  each  ward  shall  be  expended  therein, 


and  in  no  other ;  to  establish  a  board  of  healtk 
with  competent  authority  to  enforce  its  regula- 
tions, and  to  establish  such  other  reguUticuis  as 
may  be  necessary  to  prevent  the  intiodiictioa  of 
contagious  diseases,  and  for  the  preserratioa  of 
the  health  of  the  city ;  to  prevent  and  remove  nui- 
sances ;  to  establish  night-watches  or  patrols,  aod 
erect  lamps  in  the  streets ;  topreserre  the  navigatioQ 
of  the  Potomac  and  Anacostia  riYcrs  adjoining  the 
city ;  to  erect,  repair,  and  regulate  pahUc  wharv^ 
ana  to  deepen  creeks,  docks^  and  basins ;  to  regu- 
late the  manner  of  erecting,  and  the  rates  of  wharf- 
age at,  private  wharves ;  to  regulate  the  stationiag, 
anchorage,  and  mooring  of  vessels ;  to  provide  for 
licensing,  taxing,and  regulating  aactions,  retaikrv 
ordinaries,  and  taverns,  hackney-carriages,  wagons, 
carts,  and  drays,  pawn-brokers,  venders  of  lottery 
tickets,  money-changers,  and  hawkers  and  pedlars ; 
to  provide  for  licensing,  taxing,  regulating,  or  re- 
straining theatrical  or  public  shows  and  amuse- 
ments ;  to  restrain  or  prohibit  tippling  houses,  lot- 
teries, and  all  kinds  of  gaming ;  to  regulate  and 
establish  markets;  to  erect  and  repair  bridges;  to 
open  and  keep  in  repair  streets,  avenues,  lanes, 
alleys^  drains,  and  sewers,  agreeably  to  the  plan  ol 
the  city ;  to  supply  the  city  with  water ;  to  pro- 
vide for  the  safe-keeping  ot  the  standard  weights 
and  measures  as  fixed  by  Congress,  and  for  the 
regulation  of  all  weights  and  measures  used  in  the 
city :  to  regulate  the  sweeping  of  chimneys,  and 
fix  the  rates  or  fees  therefor ;  to  provide  for  the 
prevention  and  extinguishment  of  fires ;  to  regu- 
late the  size  of  bricks  to  be  made  or  used,  and  pro- 
vide for  the  inspection  of  lumber  and  other  bmld- 
in^  materials  to  be  sold  in  the  city ;  to  regulate^ 
with  the  approbation  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  the  manner  of  erecting,  and  the  mate- 
rials to  be  used  in  the  erection  of  bouses;  to  regu- 
late the  inspection  of  tobacco,  flour,  butter,  and 
lard,  in  casks  or  boxes,  and  salted  provisions ;  to 
regulate  the  gauging  of  casks  and  liquors;  the 
storage  of  gunpowder,  and  all  naval  and  military- 
stores,  not  tne  property  of  the  United  States ;  and 
the  weight  and  quality  of  bread ;  to  impose  and 
appropriate  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  for  the 
breach  of  their  laws  or  ordinances ;  and  to  pro- 
vide for  the  appointment  of  inspectors,  coas:tahles, 
and  such  other  officers  as  may  oe  necessary  lA  ex- 
ecute the  laws  of  the  corporation. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  fiaiher  enacUd^  That  the  said 
corporation  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to 
lay  taxes  on  particular  wards,  parts,  or  sections  of 
the  city,  for  their  particular  local  improvements ; 
and,  upon  the  application  of  the  owners  of  more 
than  one  half  oi  the  property  upon  any  portion  of 
a  street,  to  cause  the  curb  stones  to  be  set,  and  the 
foot-ways  to  be  paved,  on  such  portion  of  a  street, 
and  to  lay  a  tax  on  such  property,  to  the  amount 
of  the  expense  thereof:  Provided^  That  such  tax 
shall  not  exceed  three  dollars  per  front  foot ;  and, 
upon  a  like  application,  to  cause  the  carriage  way 
of  any  portion  of  a  street  to  be  paved,  or  lamps  to 
be  erected  therein,  and  light  the  same,  and  lay  a 
tax,  not  exceeding  the  whole  expense  thereof,  in 
due  proportion,  on  the  lots  fronting  on  such  portion 
of  a  street,  and,  also,  to  impose  an  addition  or  in- 
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erest  on  the  amounts  of  any  such  taxes,  not  ex* 
eeding  ten  per  centum  per  annum,  when  the  same 
hall  not  have  heen  paid  within  thirtv  days  after 
he  same  shall  have  become  due.  The  said  cor- 
loration  shall  also  have  power  and  authority  to 
provide  for  the  establishment  and  superintendence 
»f  public  schools,  and  to  endow  the  same ;  to  es- 
abiish  and  erect  hospitals  or  pest-houses,  watch, 
ind  work-houses,  houses  of  correction,  peniten- 
iary,  and  other  public  buildings,  and  to  lav  and  col- 
ect  taxes  for  the  expenses  thereof;  to  regulate  party 
)r  other  walls  ana  fences,  and  to  determine  by 
?hom  the  same  shall  be  kept  in  repair ;  to  cause  new 
illeys  to  be  opened  through  the  squares,  and  to  ex- 
end  those  already  laid  out,  upon  the  application 
>f  the  owners  of  more  than  one-half  the  property 
n  such  squares:  Provided,  That  the  damages 
vhich  may  accrue  thereby  to  any  individual  or 
ndividuali^  shall  be  first  ascertained  by  a  jury,  to 
«  summoned  and  impannelled  by  the  Marshal  of 
he  District  of  Columbia,  (and  it  is  hereby  made 
us  duty  to  summon  and  impannel  the  same^  in  sdl 
uch  cases,  upon  application  to  him  in  writing  by 
he  mayor  of  the  city,)  and  such  damages  to  be 
>aid  by  the  corporation ;  the  amount  thereof,  and 
he  expenses  accruing  shall  be  levied  in  due  pro- 
x)rtioa  upon  the  individuals  whose  property  on 
iuch  squares  shall  be  benefited  thereby,  and  col- 
ected  as  other  taxes  are ;  to  occupy  and  improve, 
br  public  purposes,  by  and  with  the  consent  of 
he  President  of  the  United  States,  any  part  of  the 
)ublic  and  open  spaces  and  squares  in  said  city, 
lot  interfering  with  any  private  rights ;  to  regu- 
ate  the  admeasurement  and  weight  bv  which  all 
irticles  brought  into  the  city  for  ude  shall  be  dis- 
)osed  of;  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  ap- 
)raisers  and  measurers  of  builders'  work  and  mate- 
ials,  and  also  of  wood,  coal,  grain,  and  lumber ; 
0  restrain  and  prohibit  the  nightly  and  other  dis- 
orderly meetings  of  slaves,  free  nu^roes,  and  mulat- 
oes,  and  to  punish  such  slaves  by  whipping,  not 
xceeding  forty  stripes,  or  by  imprisonment,  not 
xceeding  six  months,  for  any  one  ofience,  and  to 
»unish  such  free  negroes  and  mulattoes,  by  penal- 
ies,  not  exceeding  twenty  dollars  for  any  one 
'ffence,  and  in  case  of  the  inability  of  any  such 
ree  i)egro  or  mulatto  to  pay  any  such  penalty  and 
ost  thereon,  to  cause  him  or  her  to  be  confined  to 
abor  for  any  time  not  exceeding  six  calendar 
QODths ;  to  cause  all  vagrants,  idle,  or  disorderly 
arsons,  all  persons  of  evil  life  or  ill  fame,  and  all 
uch  as  have  no  vbible  means  of  support,  or  are 
ikely  to  become  chargeable  to  the  corporation  as 
•aupers,  or  are  found  bigging  or  drunk  in  or  about 
he  streets,  or  loitering  in  or  about  tippling  houses, 
r  who  can  show  no  reasonable  cause  of  business 
r  employment  in  the  city,  and  all  suspicious  per- 
ons  who  have  no  fixed  place  of  residence,  or  who 
annot  give  a  good  account  of  themselves;  all 
avesdroppers  and  nightwalkers ;  all  who  shall  be 
:uilty  01  open  profanity,  or  grossly  indecent  lan- 
iiage  or  behaviour  publicly  in  the  streets;  all 
ubUc  prostitutes,  and  such  as  lead  a  notoriously 
!wd  or  lascivious  course  of  life,  and  all  such  as 
eep  public  gaming  tables,  or  gaming  houses,  to 
ive  security  for  their  good  behaviour  for  a  reason- 


able time,  and  to  indemnify  the  city  against  any 
charge  for  their  support ;  and,  in  case  of  their  re* 
fusal  or  inability  to  give  such  security,  to  cause 
them  to  be  confined  to  labor  until  such  security 
shall  be  given,  not  exceeding  however  one  year  at 
a  time;  but,  if  they  shall  l^  found  a^in  offend- 
ing, the  like  proceedings  may  be  again  had,  and, 
from  time  to  time,  as  often  as  may  be  necessary } 
to  enforce  the  departure  of  such  vagrants  and  pau- 
pers as  may  come  into  the  city  to  reside,  unless 
they  shall  give  ample  security  that  they  will  not 
become  chargeable  on  the  corporation'  for  their 
support ;  to  provide  for  the  binding  out  as  appren- 
tices of  poor  orphan  children,  and  the  children  of 
drunkards,  vagrants,  and  paupers ;  to  prescribe  the 
terms  and  conditions  upon  which  free  negroes  and 
mulattoes  may  reside  in  the  citv;  to  authorize, 
with  the  approbation  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  the  drawing  of  lotteries  for  the  erection 
of  bridges,  and  effecting  any  important  improve- 
ments m  the  city,  which  the  ordinary  revenue 
thertof  will  not  accomplish,  for  the  term  of  ten 
years:  Provided^  That  the  amount  so  authorized 
to  be  raised  in  each  year  shall  not  exceed  the  sum 
of  ten  thousand  dollars,  clear  of  expenses ;  to  take 
care  of  and  to  regulate  burial  grounds ;  to  provide 
for  the  registering  of  births,  deaths,  and  mar- 
riages ;  to  punish  corporeally  any  colored  servant 
or  slave  for  a  breach  of  any  of  tneir  laws  or  ordi- 
nances, unless  the  owner  or  holder  of  such  servant 
or  slave  shall  pay  the  fine  in  such  cases  provided ; 
and  to  pass  all  laws  which  shall  be  deemed  neces- 
sary and  proper  for  carrying  into  execution  the 
powers  vested  by  this  act  in  the  said  corporation 
or  its  officers. 

Sec.  9.  Arid  he  U  farther  enacted,  That  the  Mar- 
shal of  the  District  of  Columbia  shall  receive  and 
safely  keep  within  the  jail  for  the  county  of  Wash- 
ington, at  the  expense  of  the  said  corporation,  all 
persons  committed  thereto  under  or  by  authority 
of  the  provisions  of  this  act.  And  in  all  cases 
where  suit  shall  be  brought  before  a  justice  of  the 
peace,  for  the  recovery  of  anv  fine  or  penalty  aris- 
ing or  incurred  for  a  breach  of  any  law  or  ordi- 
nance of  the  corporation,  execution  shall  and  may 
be  issued  as  in  all  other  cases  of  small  debts. 

Sec.  10.  And  5e  it  further  enacted,  That  real 
property,  whether  improved  or  unimproved,  in  the 
City  of^ Washington,  on  which  two  or  more  years' 
taxes  shall  have  remained  due  and  unpaid,  or  on 
which  any  special  tax,  imposed  by  virtue  of  au- 
thority of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  have 
remained  unpaid  lor  two  or  more  years  after  the 
same  shall  have  become  due,  or  so  much  thereof, 
not  less  than  a  lot,  (when  the  property  upon  which 
the  tax  has  accrued  is  not  less  than  that  quantity,) 
as  may  be  necessary  to  pay  any  such  taxes,  with 
all  legal  costs  and  charges  arising  thereon,  may 
be  sold  at  public  sale  to  satisfy  the  corporation 
therefor :  Provided,  That  public  notice  be  given  of 
the  time  and  place  of  sale,  by  advertising,  once  a 
week,  in  some  newspaper  printed  in  the  City  of 
Washington,  for  at  least  six  months,  where  thejpro- 
perty  is  assessed  to  persons  residing  out  of  the  Uni- 
ted States ;  for  three  months,  where  the  property  is 
assessed  to  persons  residing  in  the  United  States, 
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but  without  the  District  of  Columbia:  and  for  six 
weeks,  where  the  property^  is  assessed  to  persons 
residing  within  the  District  of  Columm ;  in 
which  advertisement  shall  be  stated  the  number 
of  the  lot  or  lots,  (if  the  square  has  been  divided 
into  lots,)  the  number  of  the  square  or  squares,  or 
other  suflicient  definite  description  of  the  prop- 
erty selected  for  sale,  the  name  of  the  person  or 
persons  to  whom  the  same  may  have  be«n  asses- 
sed, for  the  respective  years'  taxes  due  thereon,  as 
also  the  name  of  the  person  to  whom  the  same  is 
assessed,  and  the  aggregate  amount  of  taxes  due 
The  purchaser  or  purchasers  of  any  such  property 
shall  pay,  at  the  time  of  such  sale,  the  amount  of 
the  taxes  due  on  the  j^operty  so  purchased  by  him, 
her,  or  them,  respectively,  with  the  amount  of  the 
expeoses  of  sale ;  and  he,  she,  or  they,  shall  pay  the 
residue  of  the  purchase  money  within  ten  days  after 
the  expiration  of  two  years  from  the  day  of  sale,  to 
the  collector  of  taxes,  or  other  officer  of  the  Coi^ 
poration  authorized  to  receive  the  same ;  and  the 
amount  of  such  residue  shall  be  placed  in  the*  city 
toeasury.  where  it  shall  remain,  subject  to  the  or- 
der of  the  original  proprietor  or  proprietors,  his, 
her,  or  their,  legal  representatives ;  and  the  pur- 
chaser or  purchasers  shall  receive  a  title  in  fee 
simple,  in  and  to  the  lot  or  lots  so  sold  and  pur- 
chased, under  the  hand  of  the  Mayor  and  seal  of 
the  Corporation,  which  shall  be  deemed  good  and 
valid  in  law  and  equity:  Fwvided^  nevertheless, 
That  if.  within  two  years  from  the  day  of  any 
such  sale,  or  before  such  purchaser  or  purchasers 
shall  have  paid  the  residue  of  the  purchase  money 
as  aforesaid,  the  proprietors  of  any  property  whick 
shall  have  been  sold  as  aforesaid,  his,  her,  or  their, 
heirs,  agents,  or  legal  representatives,  shdll  repay 
to  such  purchaser  or  purchasers  the  mcmeys  paid 
for  the  taxes  and  expenses  as  aforesaid,  together 
with  ten  per  centum  per  annum,  as  interest  there- 
on, or  maxe  a  tender  thereof,  or  shall  deposite  the 
same  in  the  hands  of  the  Mayor  of  the  city  or 
other  officer  of  the  Corporation  appointed  to  re- 
ceive the  same,  for  the  use  of  such  purchaser  or 
purchasers,  and  subject  to  his,  her,  or  their  heirs, 
or  legal  representatives'  order,  of  which  such  pur- 
chaser, his  heirs,  or  legal  representatives,  shall  be 
immeaiately  informed  by  notice,  in  some  newspa- 
per printed  in  the  city  of  Washington,  or  other- 
wise he,  she,  or  they,  shall  be  reinstated  in  his,  her, 
or  their,  original  rignt  and  title,  as  if  no  such  sale 
had  been  made.  And  if  any  such  purchaser  shall 
fail  to  pay  the  residue  of  the  purchase  money  as 
aforesaid,  within  the  time  required  by  this  section. 
for  any  property  so  purchastBd  by  him,  he  shall 
pay  ten  per  centum  per  annum,  as  interest  thereon, 
and  in  addition  to  such  residue,  to  be  computed 
from  the  expiration  of  the  two  years  as  aforesaid, 
until  the  actual  payment  of  sucn  residue,  and  the 
veeeiving  of  a  conveyance  from  the  Corporation  ; 
and  the  said  interest  shall  alike  be  subject  to  the 
order  of  the  orieinal  proprietor  or  proprietors,  as 
the  residue  of  the  purchase  money  as  aforesaid : 
Provided,  alsoy  That  no  sale  shall  be  made,  in  pur- 
suance of  this  section,  of  any  improved  property 
whereon  there  is  personal  property  of  sufficient 
value  to  pay  the  said  taxes;  and  that  minors, 


mortgagees,  or  others,  havings  equitable  interests  is 
real  property,  which  property  shall  be  vcAA  f(»-  taifs 
as  aforesaid,  shall  be  allowed  one  year  after  sgd 
minors'  coming  to  or  being  of  full  age,  or  aitf; 
such  mortgagees  and  others,  having  equitable  is- 
terestsL  obtaining  possession  of,  or  a  decree  for  tk 
sale  or  such  property,  to  redeem  the  iwopeiiy  se 
sold  from  the  purchaser  or  purchasers,  ats,  her,  or 
their  assigns,  on  paying  the  amount  of  pBrchut 
money  so  paid  therefor,  with  ten  per  cent  iaterest 
thereon,  as  aforesaid,  and  all  the  taxes  that  hare 
been  paid  thereon  by  the  purchaser,  or  his  assies,  j 
between  the  day  of  sale  and  the  period  of  soch  ' 
redemption,  with  ten  per  cent,  interest  oo  tk 
amount  of  such  taxes,  and  also  the  lull  value  d 
the  improvements  which  may  bare  been  made  « 
erected  on  such  property,  by  the  purchaser,  or  hi5 
assies,  while  the  same  was  in  his  or  their  pos- 
session :  Jnd  provided,  munwoeT^  That  where  the 
estate  of  the  tenant  in  default,  as  for  years,  or  for 
life  or  lives,  shall  be  sufficient  to  defray  the  iixe 
chargeable  thereupon,  such  estate  only  diall  be 
liable  to  be  sold  under  the  provisions  ot  this  act. 

Sec.  11.  And  he  itfitrther  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  coUector,  or  other  officer,  (dolr 
authorized)  to  postpone,  after  such  advertisement, 
the  sale  or  any  property  advertised  according  to 
the  provisions  of  the  foregoing  section,  to  &dt 
future  day,  for  the  want  of  bidders,  he  giving  poth 
lie  notice  of  such  postponement,  and  thesaleTmade 
at  such  postponed  time,  shall  be  equally  valid  as  if 
made  on  the  day  stated  in  the  adverctsemcnL 

Sec.  13.  And  be  H  fufther  snadsd,  That  the  per- 
son or  persons  appointed  to  collect  any  tax  im- 
posed by  virtue  or  the  powers  granted  liy  this  act. 
shall  have  authority  to  collect  the  same  by  disbres? 
and  sale  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  the  persons 
chargeable  therewith ;  but  no  such  sale  shall  be 
made  unless  ten  days'  previous  notice  thereof  be 
eiven  in  some  newspaper  printed  in  the  city  <^ 
Washington,  and  the  provisions  of  the  acts  ai 
Assembly  of  Maryland,  now  in  force  within  the 
county  of  Washington,  relating  to  the  right  of  re> 
plevymg  personal  property  taken  in  execution  for 
public  taxes,  shall  apply  to  all  cases  of  personal 
property  taken  by  distress  to  satisfy  taxes  unposed 
by  virtue  of  this  act. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  HAsrther  enacted^  That  the  levy 
court  of  the  countyof'^Washinffton,in  the  Dtsnict  of 
Columbia,  shall  not  possess  the  power  of  assessing 
any  tax  on  property  in  the  city  of  Washinston ; 
nor  shall  the  Corporation  of  the  said  city  be^iged 
to  contribute,  in  any  manner,  towards  toe  expenses 
or  expenditures  of  said  court,  except  for  the  one- 
half  part  of  the  expenses  incurred  on  account  of  the 
orphans'  court,  the  office  of  coroner,  Ae  jail  (^ 
said  county,  and  the  opening  and  repairing  of  roads 
in  the  county  of  Washington,  east  of  Rodt  Cre^ 
leading  directly  to  the  city  of  Washinfloa ;  boc 
the  said  Corporation  shall  have  the  so&  cootzoi 
and  management  of  the  bridpe  across  or  over  Rock 
Creek,  at  the  termination  ol  K  street  north ;  and 
shall  be  chargeable  with  the  expense  of  keepiag 
the  same  in  repair,  and  rebuilding  it  when  ne- 
cessary. 

Sec.  14.  And  beitfitrihsr  enacted,  That  the  clerk 
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»f  the  circuit  court,  and  the  register  of  wills,  for 
he  county  of  Washington,  respectively,  shall  fur- 
lish  the  register  of  the  city,  or  other  officer  of  the 
!3orporation,  appointed  to  receive  the  same,  on  or 
ibout  the  first  Monday  in  January  and  July,  in 
ivery  year,. correct  lists  of  the  transfers  of  real  pro- 
)erty  in  the  city,  during  the  next  preceding  naif 
rear,  as  far  as  can  be  ascertained  by  the  records  in 
heir  respective  offices ;  and  the  said  Corporation 
hall  mase  to  the  said  clerk  and  re^ster  of  wills 
uch  compensation  therefor,  as  shall  be  agreed  on 
)etween  the  respective  parties,  not  exceeding  six 
;ents  for  each  transfer  on  such  lists. 

Sec.  15.  Andbe  U /Mher  enacted.  That  the  Com- 
nissioner  of  the  Public  Buildings,  or  other  person 
ippointed  to  superintend  the  United  States'  dis- 
)ursements  in  the  City  of  Washington,  shall  reim- 
>urse  to  the  said  corporation  a  just  proportion  of 
iny  expense  which  may  hereafter  be  incurred  in 
aying  open,  paving,  or  otherwise  improving^  any 
)f  the  streets  or  avenues  in  front  of  or  adjoming 
o,  or  which  may  pass  through  or  between,  any  of 
he  public  squares  or  reservations;  which. propor- 
ion  shall  determined  by  a  comjuirison  of  the  length 
)f  the  front  or  fronts  of  the  said  squares  or  resef- 
rations  of  the  United  States  on  anj  such  street  or 
Lvenue,  with  the  whole  extent  of  the  two  sides 
hereof;  and  he  shall  <:ause  the  curb-stones  to  be 
;et,  and  foot-ways  to  be  paved,  on  the  side  or  sides 
)f  any  such  street  or  avenue,  whenever  the  said 
corporation  shall  by  law  direct  such  improvements 
0  be  made  by  the  proprietors  of  the  lots  on  the  op- 
)osite  side  of  any  such  street  or  avenue,  or  adjacent 
:o  any  such  square  or  reservation;  and  he  shall  cause 
he  foot-ways  to  be  paved,  and  the  curb-stones  to 
)e  set,  in  front  of  any  lot  or  lots  belonging  to  the 
United  States,  when  the  like  improvements  shall 
ye  ordered  by  the  corporation,  in  front  of  the  lots 
Ld joining  or  squares  adjacent  thereto ;  and  he  shall 
lefray  the  expenses  directed  by  this  section  out  of 
my  moneys  arising  from  the  sale  of  lots  in  the 
i^ity  of  Washington  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
ind  from  no  other  fund. 

Sec.  16.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  pres- 
mt  Boards  of  Aldermen  and  Common  Council 
ihall,  before  the  last  Monday  in  May  next^  divide 
he  said  city  into  as  many  wards  as  m  their  opin- 
on  shall  be  most  conducive  to  the  interests  of  the 
;ity ;  and  the  Boards  of  Aldermen  and  Common 
DouncU  may  from  time  to  time,  as  the  interests  of 
he  city  shall  require,  alter  the  number  and  bound- 
tries  of  the  said  wards:  Provided,  That  the  said 
Krards  shall  at  all  times  be  so  laid  oflF,  altered,  and 
x>unded,  that  each  ward  shall  comprise,  as  near 
IS  may  be,  an  equal  number  of  the  inhabitants  of 
he  said  city :  And  provided,  hcwenr.  That  if  such 
livision  shall  not  be  made  prior  to  the  said  last 
klonday  in  May^  then  the  said  city  shall  be  divided 
nto  six  wards,  m  manner  following,  to  wit :  All 
hat  part  of  said  city  westward  of  Sixteenth  street 
vest  shall  constitute  the  first ;  that  part  to  the  east- 
rard  of  Sixteenth  street  west,  and  to  the  westward 
if  Tenth  street  west,  shall  constitute  the  second ; 
hat  part  to  the  eastward  of  Tenth  street  west,  to 
he  westward  of  First  street  west,  and  to  the  north- 
rard  of  £  street  south,  shall  constitute  the  third ; 


that  part  to  the  eastward  of  First  street  west,  to 
the  westward  of  Eighth  street  east,  and*  to  the 
northward  of  E  street  south,  shall  constitute  the 
fourth^  that  part  to  the  eastward  of  Tenth  street 
east,  to  the  westward  of  Fourth  street  east,  and  to 
the  southward  of  £  street  south,  shall  constitute 
the  fifth ;  and  the  residue  of  the  city  shall  consti- 
tute the  sixth  ward.  The  expenses  which  may  be 
incurred  in  improving  and  repairing  the  streets 
which  form  the  boundaries  of  the  several  wards 
shall  be  defrayed  out  of  the  taxes  raised  in  the  sev- 
eral wards  which  adjoin  the  same,  respectively,  in 
equal  proportions;  and  the  present  Boards  of  Al- 
dermen and  Common  Council  shall,  before  the  first 
Monday  in  June  next,  apportion  by  law  such  por- 
tions 01  the  debt  of  the  city  as  have  been  hereto- 
fore chargeable  to  the  existing  wards  amongst  the 
wards  established  by  this  section,  upon  just  and 
equitable  principles.  And  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
shall,  so  soon  as  the  same  shall  have  been  organ- 
ized, on  the  second  Monday  in  June  next,  divide 
the  members  into  two  classes,  in  manner  follow- 
ing, to  wit :  Those  members  who  are  now  in  office, 
and  by  virtue  of  their  election  in  June  last  shall 
be  entitled  to  take  their  seats  in  the  new  board,  as 
m^nbers  from  the  wards  in  which  they  shall 
respectively  reside,  shall  be  placed  in  the  first  class ; 
and  those  members  who  shall  be  eleoted  from  the 
same  wards  in  June  next  shall  be  placed  in  the  sec- 
ond class;  and  the  other  members  shall  be  placed 
in  their  respective  classes  by  lot ;  and  the  seats  of 
the  first  class  shall  be  vacated  at  the  end  of  the 
first  year,  and  the  seats  of  the  second  class  shall 
be  vacated  at  the  end  of  the  second  year ;  so  that 
one  member  shall  be  elected  in  each  ward  every 
year  thereafter.  And  the  members  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  shall  be  hereafter  exojjicio  justices  of  the 
peace  for  the  county  of  Washington,  unless  hold- 
ing commissions  in  the  Army  or  Navy  of  the 
United  States. 

Seo.  17.  And  he  it  fu/riher  enacted,  That  this  act 
shall  continue  in  force  for  and  during  the  term  of 
twenty  years,  and  until  Congress  shaD  by  law  de- 
termine otherwise. 

Approved,  May  15, 1820. 


An  Act  providing  for  the  better  organisation  of  the 

Treasury  Department. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such 
officer  of  the  Treasury  Department  as  the  President 
of  the  United  States  shall,  from  time  to  time,  de- 
signate for  that  purpose,  as  the  asent  of  the  Trea- 
sury, to  direct  and  superintend  aU  orders,  suits,  or 
proceedinffs,  in  law  or  equity,  for  the  recovery  of 
money,  cnattels,  lands,  tenements,  or  heremta- 
ments,  in  the  name,  and  for  the  use,  of  the  United 
States. 

Sec  2.  And  he  it  farther  enacted,  That,  from  and 
after  the  thirtieth  day  of  September  next,  if  any 
collector  of  the  revenue,  receiver  of  public  money, 
or  other  officer,  who  shall  have  received  the  pub- 
lic money  before  it  is  paid  into  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States,  shall  fail  to  render  his  account, 
or  pay  over  the  same  in  the  manner,  or  within  the 
time,  required  by  law,  it  shall  be  tne  duty  of  the 
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First  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  to  cause  to  be 
stated  the  account  of  such  collector,  receiver  of 
public  money,  or  other  officer,  exhibiting  truly  the 
amount  due  to  the  United  States,  and  certify  the 
same  to  the  agent  of  the  Treasury,  who  is  hereby 
authorized  and  required  to  issue  a  warrant  of  dis- 
tress against  such  delinquent  officer  and  his  sureties, 
directed  to  the  marshal  of  the  district  in  which 
such  delinquent  officer  and  his  surety  or  sureties 
shall  reside ;  and  where  the  said  officer  and  his 
surety  or  sureties  shall  reside  in  different  districts, 
or  wnere  they,  or  either  of  them,  shall  reside  in  a 
district  other  than  that  in  which  the  estate  of 
either  may  be  situate,  which  may  be  intended  to 
be  taken  and  sold,  then  such  warrant  shall  be  di- 
rected to  the  marshals  of  such  districts,  and  to 
their  deputies,  respectively;  therein  specifying 
the  amount  with  which  such  delinquent  is  charge- 
able, and  such  sums,  if  any,  which  have  been  paid. 
And  the  marshal  authorized  to  execute  such  war- 
rant, shall,  by  himself  or  by  his  deputy,  proceed  to 
levy  and  collect  the  sum  remaining  due,  by  distress 
ana  sale  of  the  goods  and  chatteb  of  such  delin- 
<^uent  officer,  having  given  ten  days'  previous  no- 
tice of  such  intended  sale,  by  affixing  an  advertise- 
ment of  the  articles  to  be  sold  at  two  or  more  pub- 
lic places  in  the  town  or  county  where  the  said 
goods  or  chattels  were  taken,  or  in  the  town  or 
county  where  the  owner  of  such  goods  or  chattels 
may  reside ;  and  if  the  goods  and  chattels  be  not 
sufficient  to  satisfy  the  said  warrant,  the  same 
may  be  levied  upon  the  i>erson  of  such  officer,  who 
may  be  committed  to  prison,  there  to  remain  until 
discharged  by  due  course  of  law.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  commitment  of  such  officer,  or  if  he  ab- 
scond, or  if  goods  and  chattels  cannot  be  found 
sufficient  to  satisfy  the  said  warrant,  the  marshal 
or  his  deputy  may  and  shall  proceed  to  levy  and  col- 
lect the  sum  which  remains  due  by  such  delinquent 
officer,  by  the  distress  and  sale  of  the  ffoods  and 
chattels  of  the  surety  or  sureties  of  sucn  officer ; 
having^  given  ten  days'  previous  notice  of  such  in- 
tendea  sale,  by  affixing  an  advertisement  of  the  ar- 
ticles to  be  sold  at  two  or  more  public  places  in  the 
town  or  county  where  the  said  goods  or  chat- 
tels were  taken,  or  in  the  town  or  county  where 
the  owner  of  such  goods  or  chattels  resides.  And 
the  amount  due  by  any  such  officer  as  aforesaid 
shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  declared  to  be,  a 
lien  upon  the  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments, 
of  sucn  officer  and  his  sureties,  from  the  date  of  a 
levy  in  pursuance  of  the  warrant  of  distress  issued 
against  him  or  them,  and  a  record  thereof  made  in 
the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  district  court  of  the 
proper  district,  until  the  same  shall  be  discharged 
according  to  law.  And  for  want  of  goods  and 
chattels  of  such  officer,  or  his  surety  or  sureties, 
sufficient  to  satisfy  any  warrant  of  distress  issued 
pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  the  lands, 
tenements,  and  hereditaments,  of  such  officer,  and 
his  surety  or  sureties,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may 
be  necessary  for  that  purpose,  after  being  adver- 
tised for  at  least  three  weeks  in  not  less  than  three 
public  places  in  the  county  or  district  where  such 
real  estate  is  situate,  prior  to  the  time  of  sale^  may 
and  shall  be  sold  by  the  marshal  of  such  district 


or  his  deputy ;  and  for  all  lands,  tenements,  cr 
hereditaments,  sold  in  pursuance  oi  the  autborixT 
aforesaid,  the  conveyance  of  the  marshals  or  theu 
a  deputies,  executed  in  due  form  of  law,  shall  gire 
valid  title  against  all  persons  claiming  under  sneik 
delinquent  officer,  or  his  surety  or  sureties.  Aini 
all  moneys  which  may  remain  of  the  proceeds  of 
such  sales,  after  satisfying  the  said  warrant  of 
distress,  and  paying  the  reasonable  costs  and 
charges  of  the  sale,  shall  be  returned  to  such  de- 
linquent officer  or  surety,  as  the  case  mar  be: 
Provided,  That  the  summary  process  herein  di- 
rected shall  not  affect  any  surety  of  any  officer  of 
the  United  States,  who  became  bound  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  before  the  passing  of  this  act ;  bat  each 
and  every  such  officer  shall,  on  or  before  the  thir- 
tieth day  of  S«>tember  next,  give  new  and  su& 
cient  sureties  for  the  performance  of  the  dutie 
required  of  such  officer. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  itfwrther  enacted.  That,  from  and 
after  the  thirtieth  day  of  September  next,  if  anT 
officer  employed,  or  who  has  heretofore  been  eia- 
ployed,  in  the  civil,  military,  or  naval  departments 
of  the  Government,  to  disburse  the  pubuc  n»03i£f7 
appropriated  for  the  service  of  those  department?^ 
respectively,  shall  fail  to  render  his  account,  or  to 
pay  over,  in  the  manner,  and  in  the  times,  required 
by  law,  or  the  regulations  of  the  department  to 
which  he  is  accountable  any  sum  of  money  re- 
maining in  the  hands  of*^  such  officer,  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  First  or  Second  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury,  as  the  case  may  be,  who  shall  be  chaifed 
with  the  revision  of  the  accounts  of  such  offi^, 
to  cause  to  be  stated,  and  certify,  the  account  of 
such  delinquent  officer  to  the  agent  of  the  Treasury, 
who  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  immediatelv 
to  proceed  against  such  delinquent  officer,  in  the 
manner  directed  in  the  preceding  section,  all  the 
provisions  of  which  are  hereby  declared  to  be  appli- 
cable to  every  officer  of  the  Grovemment  charged 
with  the  disbursement  of  the  public  money,  and  to 
their  sureties,  in  the  same  manner,  and  to  the  same 
extent,  as  if  they  had  been  described  and  enume- 
rated in  the  said  section:  Provided^  net>aikeU^, 
That  the  said  agent  of  the  Treasury,  with  the  ap^ 
probation  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  cases 
arising  under  this  or  the  preceding  section,  may 
postpone,  for  a  reasonable  time,  the  institution  of 
the  proceedings  required  by  this  act,  where,  in  his 
opinion,  the  public  interest  will  sustain  no  injury 
by  such  postponement. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  fwrther  enacted,  That  if  any 
person  should  consider  himself  aggrieved  by  any 
warrant  issued  under  this^act,  he  may  prefer  a  bill 
of  complaint  to  any  district  judge  of  the  United 
States,  setting  forth  therein  the  nature  and  extent 
of  the  injury  of  which  he  complains,  and  there- 
upon the  judge  aforesaid  may,  if  m  hh&  opinion  the 
case  requires  it,  grant  an  injunction  to  stay  pro- 
ceedineson  such  warrant  altogether,  or  for  so  mudi 
thereof -as  the  namre  of  the  case  requires ;  but  no 
injunction  shall  issue  till  the  party  allying  for 
the  same  shall  sive  bond,  and  sufficient  securitT. 
conditioned  for  Sie  performance  of  such  judgment 
as  shall  be  awarded  against  the  compfaunant,  in 
such  amount  as  the  judge  granting  the  injunction 
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hall  prescribe;  nor  shall  the  issuing  of  such  in- 
unction in  any  manner  impair  the  hen  produced 
»y  the  issuing  of  such  warrant.  And  the  same 
proceedings  shall  be  had  on  such  injunction  as  in 
»ther  cases,  except  that  no  answer  shall  be  neces- 
ary  on  the  part  of  the  United  States ;  and  if,  upon 
[issolving  tne  injunction,  it  shall  appear,  to  the 
atisfaction  of  the  judge  who  shall  decide  upon  the 
a  me,  that  the  application  for  the  injunction  was 
aerely  for  delay,  in  addition  to  the  lawful  interest 
vhich  shall  be  assessed  on  all  sums  which  may  be 
oun.d  due  against  the  complainant,  the  said  judge 
s  hereby  authorized  to  add  such  damages  as  that, 
«ritli  the  lawful  interest,  it  shall  not  exceed  the 
ate  of  ten  per  centum  per  annum  on  the  principal 


um. 


Sec.  5.  And  he  U  further  enacted,  That  such  in- 
unction ma]r  be  granted  or  dissolved  by  sucli 
udg^e,  either  in  or  out  of  court. 

Sjbc.  6.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any 
lerson  shall  consider  himself  aggrieved  by  the  de- 
;ision  of  such  judge,  either  in  refusing  to  issue  the 
njunction,  or,  if  granted,  on  its  dissolution,  it  shall 
>e  competent  for  such  person  to  la^  a  copy  of  the 
>roceedings  had  before  the  district  ludge,  before  a 
udg^e  of  the  Supreme  Court,  to  whom  authority 
s  hereby  giren,  either  to  grant  the  injunction,  or 
>enxiit  an  appeal,  as  the  case  may  be,  if,  in  the 
opinion  of  such  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  the 
'quity  of  the  case  requires  it;  and  thereupon  the 
a. me  proceedings  shall  be  had  upon  such  mjunc- 
ion,  in  the  circuit  court,  as  are  prescribed  in  the 
listrict  court,  and  subject  to  the  same  conditions 
u  all  respects  whatsoever. 

Sec.  7.  And  he  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  at- 
om eys  of  the  United  States,  for  the  several  judi- 
ial  districts  of  the  United  States,  in  the  prosecu- 
ion  of  all  suits  in  the  same,  in  the  name  and  for 
he  benefit  of  the  United  States,  shall  conform  to 
uch  directions  and  instructions,  touching  the 
ame,  as  shall,  from  time  to  time,  be  given  to  them 
espectivelv,  by  the  said  aeent  of  the  Treasury. 
Lnd  it  shall,  moreover,  be  the  duty  of  each  of  the 
aid  attorneys,  immedlatel]r  after  the  end  of  every 
?rm  of  the  district  and  circuit  courts,  or  of  any 

>  ta.te  court,  in  which  any  suit  or  action  may  be 
ending,  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  under  the 
irection  of  any  district  attorney,  to  forward  to  the 
aid.  agent  of  the  Treasury  a  statement  of  the  cases 
p-hich  have  been  decided,  during  the  said  term, 
^g-ether  with  such  information  touching  such  cases 
s  may  not  have  been  decided,  as  may  oe  required 
y  the  said  officer. 

S  EC  8.  And  he  U  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be 
le  duty  of  the  clerks  o^  the  district  and  circuit 
3urts,  within  thirty  days  after  the  adjournment 
f  ea.cb  successive  term  of  the  said  courts  respec- 
s^ely,  to  forward  to  the  said  agent  of  the  Treasury 

list  of  all  judgments  and  decrees  which  have 
sen.  entered  in  the  said  courts  respectively,  during 
icli.  term,  to  which  the  United  States  are  parties. 
lo^w'ing  the  amount  which  has  been  so  adjusted 
r  decreed  for  or  against  the  United  States,  and 
a.tixig  the  term  to  which  execution  thereon  will 

>  r^t^ntwakXt.  And  it  shall,  in  like  manner^  be  the 
2ty  of  the  marshals  of  the  several  judicial  dis- 


tricU  of  the  United  States,  within  thirty  days  be- 
fore the  commencement  of  the  several  terms  of  the 
said  courts,  to  make  returns  to  the  said  agent,  of 
the  proceedings  which  have  taken  place  upon  all 
writs  of  execution  or  other  process  which  have  been 
placed  in  his  hands  for  the  collection  of  the  money 
which  had  been  so  adjudged  and  decreed  to  the 
United  States,  in  the  said  courts  respectively. 

Sec  9.  Andhe  it  further  enacted,  That  nothing  in 
this  act  contained  shall  be  construed  to  take  away 
or  impair  any  right  or  remedy  which  the  United 
States  now  have,  bylaw,  for  the  recovery  of  taxes, 
debts,  or  demanas. 

Approved,  May  15,  1820. 

An  Act  authorising  the  building  of  a  certain  number 
of  small  Vessels  of  War,  dec 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,.  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  is  hereby  authorized  to  cause  to  be 
built  and  equipped  any  number  of  small  vessels 
of  war  (not  exceeding  five)  which,  in  his  judg- 
ment, the  public  service  may  require;  the  said 
vessels  to  be  of  a  force  not  more  than  twelve  suns 
each,  according  to  the  discretion  of  the  President. 
And,  for  carrymg  this  act  into  effect,  the  sum  of 
sixty  thousand  dollars  is  hereby  appropriated,  to 
be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury,  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  M^y  15, 1820. 

An  Act  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  an  act,  enti- 
tled **An  act  to  provide  for  persons  who  were  disa- 
bled liy  known  wounds,  received  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,"  and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  act,  entitled  << An  act 
to  provide  for  persons  who  were  disabled  by  known 
wounds  received  in  the  Revolutionary  war,"  passed 
on  the  tenth  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  six ;  and  limited,  as  in  said  act  declared,  to 
the  term  of  six  years,  and  afterwards  revived  and 
continued  in  force  by  an  act,  entitled  "An  [act]  to 
revive  and  continue  in  force  'An  act  to  provide 
for  persons  who  were  disabled  by  known  wounds 
received  in  the  Revolutionary  war,"  and  for  other 
purposes,  for  and  during  the  term  of  six  years,"  as 
in  tne  said  act  is  declared,  shall  be,  and  the  same 
is  hereby,  revived,  and  is  continued  in  force  for 
one  year,  and  no  longer,  from  the  passing  of  this 
act :  Provided,  That  this  act  shall  not  be  construed 
to  repeal  or  make  void  the  fourth  section  of  an 
act,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  invalid  pensions," 
passed  the  third  of  March,  one  thousand  ei^ht 
hundred  and  nineteen ;  but  the  said  fourth  section 
of  the  said  last  mentioned  act  shall  be,  and  hereby 
is  declared  to  be,  in  full  force  and  effect;  any 
thing  in  the  said  act,  hereby  revived  and  made 
perpetual,  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  right 
any  person  now  has,  or  may  hereafter  acquire,  to 
receive  a  pension  in  virtue  of  any  law  of  the 
United  States,  be  considered  to  commence  at  the 
time  of  completing  his  testimony,  pursuant  to  the 
act  hereby  revived  and  continued  in  force. 

Sec  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  agents 
for  the  payment  of  invalid  pensioners  of  the  Uni- 
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ted  States  shall,  in  future,  be  reouired  to  give  bond, 
with  two  or  more  sureties,  to  be  approred  by  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  in  a  sum 
not  exceeding  five  thousand  dollars,  for  the  faith- 
ful discharge  of  the  duties  confided  to  them,  re- 
snectivelv 
Approved,  May  15, 1820.  ' 


An  Act  designating  the  ports  within  which  only  for- 
eign armed  vessels  shall  be  permitted  to  enter. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c,  That«  after  the  first  day  of 
July,  one  thousand  eight  nundred  and  twenty,  it 
shall  not  be  lawful  for  anj  foreign  armed  vessels 
to  enter  any  harbor  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
excepting  only  those  of  Portland,  Boston,  New 
London,New  York,  Philadelphia,  Norfolk,  Smith- 
ville,  in  North  Carolina,  Charleston,  and  Mobile ; 
unless  when  such  vessels  shall  be  forced  in  by  dis- 
tress ;  by  the  dangers  of  the  sea.  or  by  being  pur- 
sued by  an  enemy,  and  be  unable  to  make  any  of 
the  ports  above  mentioned ;  in  which  cases,  the 
commanding  officer  shall  immediately  report  his 
vessel  to  the  collector  of  the  dbtrict,  stating  the 
object  or  causes  of  his  entering  such  harbor ;  shall 
take  such  position  therein  as  snail  be  assigned  him 
by  such  collector ;  and  shall  conform  himself  to 
such  r^ulattons  as  shall  be  signified  to  him  by  the 
said  coflector,  under  the  authority  and  directions 
of  the  President  of  the  United  S^tes. 

Sec  2.  And  be  it  fwrther  enacted.  That  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
en^oy  such  part  of  the  land  and  naval  forces  of 
the  United  States,  or  the  militia  thereof^  as  he  may 
deem  necessary  to  enforce  the  provbions  of  the 
first  section  of  this  act;  and  the  President  shall 
also  be  authorized  to  emplov  such  forces  to  pre- 
vent any  foreign  armed  vessel  from  entering  or  re- 
maining within  any  waters  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  United  States,  except  such  as  shall  lie  in 
her  direct  course  in  entering  from  sea,  or  leaving, 
to  proceed  to  sea,  either  of  tne  harbors  above  men- 
tioned. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this  act 
shall  continue  in  force  until  the  first  day  of  July, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-two,  and 
no  longer. 

Approved,  May  15, 1820. 


An  Act  for  altering  the  times  for  holding  the  Circuit 
Court  of  tho  United  States  for  the  Western  Distriet 
of  Pennsylvania. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  terms  of  the  district 
court  for  the  western  district  of  Pennsylvania, 
which  are  now  directed  by  law  to  be  holden  on  the 
first  Mondays  of  the  months  of  June  and  Decem- 
ber, in  each  year,  shall  hereafter  be  holden  for  the 
said  district,  on  the  first  Monday  in  May,  and  sec- 
ond Monday  in  October,  in  each  year. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  ftiHher  enacted,  That  all  actions, 
suits,  process,  pleadings^  and  other  proceedings, 
commenced  or  pending  m  the  said  district  court, 
shall  be  as  good  and  valid  to  the  said  first  Monday 
in  May,  and  second  Monday  in  October,  in  each 
year,  as  if  this  change  had  not  been  made,  any  law 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 


Sec  3.  And  be  it  furOier  eaaetsd^  That  appesb 
and  writs  of  error  shall  lie  from  decisions  in  i^ 
said  district  court  for  the  western  district  of  Pens- 
sylvan  ia,  when  exercising  the  po^reis  of  a  circoii 
court,  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
in  the  same  manner  as  from  circuit  courts ;  a&e 
that  so  much  of  the  fourth  section  of  the  act.  ca- 
titled  <*An  act  to  divide  the  State  of  Pennsylraoii 
into  two  judicial  districts."  passed  on  the  twen- 
tieth day  of  April,  one  thousand  ei^t  hnndrec 
and  eighteen,  as  provides  that  'writs  m  error  shsii 
lie  from  decisions  in  the  said  district  court,  to  the 
circuit  court  in  the  eastern  district  of  Pennsyln- 
nia  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

Sec  4.  And  be  it  fufr&her  enacted.  That  thereshill 
be  allowed  to  the  district  attorney,  and  to  the  mar- 
shal of  the  said  western  district  of  Pennsylvaui 
and  the  northern  district  of  New  Vork,  the  yeady 
sum  of  two  hundred  dollars  each  ;  to  conimenf« 
from  the  twentieth  day  of  April,  one  thoosanii 
eight  hundred  and  nineteen ;  to  be  paid  qaarterlr 
at  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

Approved,  May  15, 1820. 


An  Act  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  *'Aa  Act 
concerning  navigation.'* 

Be  U  enacted,  ^.,  That,  from  and  after  the  thir- 
tieth day  of  September  next,  the  ports  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  shall  be  and  remain  closed  aninst  every 
Vessel  owned  wholly  or  in  part  by  a  subfeet  or  sab- 
jects  of  His  Britannic  Majesty,  coming  or  arrrrin^ 
by  sea,  from  any  port  or  place  in  the  province  6t 
Lower  Canada,  or  coming  or  arrixing  from  any 
port  or  place  in  the  province  of  New  Brunswick. 
the  province  of  Nova  Scotia,  the  islands  of  New- 
foundland, St.  Johns  or  Cape  Breton,  or  the  de- 
pendencies of  any  of  them,  the  islands  of  BermadL 
the  Bahama  islands^  the  islands  called  Caicos,  or 
the  dependencies  ot  any  of  them,  or  from  an} 
other  port  or  place  in  any  island,  colony,  temtorr. 
or  possession  under  the  dominion  of  Great  Bntak 
in  the  West  Indies,  or  on  the  continent  of  Ame- 
rica, south  of  the  southern  boundary  of  the  United 
States,  and  not  included  within  the  act  to  which 
this  act  is  supplementary.  And  everv  such  ve^cL 
so  excluded  from  the  ports  of  the  tfniled  Stares, 
that  shall  enter  or  attempt  to  enter  the  same,  in 
violation  of  this  act,  shall,  with  her  tadde,  ap- 
parel, and  furniture,  together  with  the  cargo  on 
Wrd  such  vessel,  be  ibrfeited  to  the  United  States. 

Sfic.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  from  and 
after  the  thirtieth  day  of  September  next,  the  owner, 
consignee,  or  agent,  of  everv  vessel  owned  whoUr 
or  in  part  by  a  subject  or  subiects  of  His  BritannK 
Majesty,  wnich  shall  have  been  duly  entered  in 
any  port  of  the  United  States,  and  on  boud  cf 
which  shall  have  been  there  laden,  for  exportati<& 
any  article  or  articles  of  the  growth,  produce,  or 
manufacture,  of  the  United  States,  other  than  pro- 
visions and  sea-stores  necessary  for  the  voyage,  shail. 
before  such  vessel  shall  have  oeen  cleared  outwart 
at  the  custom-house,  give  bond,  in  a  sum  double  the 
value  of  such  article  or  articles,  with  one  or  more 
sureties,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  collector,  thai 
the  article  or  articles  so  laden  on  board  such  re^ 
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el,  for  exportation,  shall  be  landed  in  some  port 
r  place  otner  than  a  port  or  place  in  any  province, 
$land,  colony,  territory,  or  possession,  belonging 
0  His  Britannic  Majestjr,  that  is  mentioned  or 
escribed  in  this  act,  or  in  the  act  to  which  this 
ct  is  supplementary.  And  every  such  vessel  that 
hall  sail,  or  attempt  to  sail,  from  any  port  of  the 
Jnited  States,  without  having  complied  with  the 
>ro visions  aforesaid,  by  givine  bond  as  aforesaid, 
hall,  with  her  tackle,  apparel,  and  furniture,  to- 
;ether  with  the  article  or  articles  aforesaid,  laden 
»n  board  the  same  as  aforesaid,  be  forfeited  to  the 
Jnited  States:  PrcfMed^  That  nothing  herein 
ontained  shall  be  deemed  or  construed  so  as  to 
iolate  any  provision  of  the  convention  to  regu- 
ate  commerce  between  the  territories  of  the  tfni- 
ed  States  and  of  His  Britannic  Majesty,  signed 
he  third  day  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
ind  fifteen. 

Sec.  3.  And  le  UJMher  enacUd^  That,  from  and 
ifter  the  thirtieth  day  of  September  next,  no  goods, 
ivares,  or  merchandise,  shall  be  imjported  into  the 
Jnited  States  of  America  from  the  province  of 
^ova  Scotia,  the  province  of  New  Brunswick, 
he  islands  of  Cape  Breton,  St.  Johns,  Newfound- 
and,  or  their  respective  dependencies,  from  the 
Bermuda  islands,  the  Bahama  islands,  the  islands 
lalled  Caicos,  or  either  or  any  of  the  aforesaid 
)ossessions,  islands,  or  places,  or  from  any  other 
irovince,  possession,  plantation,  island,  or  place, 
mder  the  dominion  ot  Great  Britain  in  the  W  est 
ndies,  or  on  the  continent  of  America,  south  of 
he  southern  boundaries  of  the  United  States,  ex- 
cept only  such  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  as 
ire  truly  and  wholly  of  the  growth,  produce,  or 
nanufacture,  of  the  province,  colony,  plantation, 
sland,  possession,  or  place  aforesaid,  where  the 
ame  shall  be  laden,  and  from  whence  such  goods, 
ivares,  or  merchandise,  shall  be  directly  imported 
nto  the  United  States ;  and  all  goods,  wares,  and 
nercbandise,  imported,  or  attempted  to  be  imported, 
nto  the  United  States  of  America,  contrary  to  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  together  with  the  vessel  on 
)oard  of  which  the  same  shall  be  laden,  her  tackle, 
ipparel,  and  furniture,  shall  be  forfeited  to  the 
Jnited  States. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  form 
>f  the  bond  aforesaid  shall  be  prescibed.  and  the 
ame  shall  be  discharged,  and  all  penalties  and 
brfeitures,  incurred  under  this  act,  shall  be  sued 
or,  recovered,  distributed,  and  accounted  for,  and 
he  same  may  be  mitigated,  or  remitted,  in  the 
aanner,  and  according  to  tne  provisions,  of  the 
ict  to  which  this  act  is  supplementary. 

Approved,  May  15, 1820. 


in  Act  to  anthoriie  the  appointmeDt  of  comminioners 
to  lay  out  the  road  therein  mentioned. 

Whereas,  by  the  continuation  of  the  Cumber- 
and  road  from  Wheeling,  in  the  State  of  Virginia, 
hrough  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Ilii- 
lois,  the  lands  of  the  States  may  become  more 
'aluable — 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ed  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  (o  ap- 


point three  impartial  and  judicious  persons,  not 
oeing  citizens  of  any  of  the  States  aforesaid,  to 
be  commissioners,  and,  in  case  of  the  death  or  re- 
signation of  any  of  them,  to  appoint  other  and  like 
persons  in  their  place,  who  shsdl  havepower  care- 
fully to  examine  the  country  between  Wheeling  in 
the  State  of  Virginia,  and  a  point  on  the  left  l»nk 
of  the  Mississippi  river,  to  be  chosen  by  said  com- 
missioners^ between  St.  Louis,  and  the  mouth  of 
the  Illinois  river,  and  to  lay  out  a  road  from 
Wheeling,  aforesaid,  to  the  point  so  to  be  chosen 
on  the  left  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi ;  the  said 
road  to  be  on  a  straight  line,  or  as  nearly  so  as, 
having  a  due  regard  to  the  condition  and  situa- 
ation  of  the  ground  and  water-courses  over  which 
ihe  same  shall  be  laid  out.  shall  be  deemed  ex- 
pedient and  pi^cticable.  And  said  commission- 
ers shall  have  power  to  employ  able  surveyors, 
chainbearers,  and  other  necessary  assistants,  in 
layinff  out  said  road  ;  and  so  much  of  the  lands  of 
the  United  States  as  may  be  included  within  the 
same,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  herebv.  reserved 
and  excepted  from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands. 
The  said  road  to  be  eighty  feet  wide,  and  desig- 
nated by  marked  trees^  stakes,  or  other  conspicuous 
monuments,  at  the  distance  of  every  quarter  of  a 
mUe,  and  at  eveiy  angle  of  deviation  from  a 
straight  line.  And  the  said  commissioners  shall 
cause  to  be  made,  and  delivered  to  the  President 
of  theUnited  States,  an  accurate  plan  of  said  road, 
so  laid  out  by  them  as  aforesaid,  with  a  written 
report  of  their  proceedings,  describing  therein  the 
State  lines  crossed,  and  the  marks,  monuments, 
courses,  and  distances,  by  which  the  said  road 
shall  be  designated;  describing,  also,  the  water- 
courses, and  the  nature  and  quality  or  the  ground 
over  wnich  the  same  shall  be  laid  out ;  they  shall, 
moreover,  divide  said  road  into  sections  of  not 
more  than  ten,  nor  less  than  five,  miles  long,  no- 
ticing the  materials  that  may  be  used  in  making 
and  giving  an  estimate  of  the  expense  of  making 
each  section  of  the  road  aforesaid. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  com- 
missioners, surveyors,  chainbearers^  and  other  ne- 
cessary assistants,  to  be  appointed  m  pursuance  of 
this  act,  shall  severally  talte  an  oath,  or  aflSrma- 
tion,  faithfully  and  diligently  to  perform  their 
respective  duties,  and  shall  receive,  in  full  com- 
pensation for  their  services  and  expenses,  each 
commissioner  six  dollars,  each  surveyor  three  dol- 
lars, and  each  other  necessary  assistant  one  dollar, 
for  each  day  in  which  they  shall  be  necessarily 
employed  in  the  service  aforesaid :  FrcfMed,  at- 
ways,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  and  declared,  That 
nothing  in  this  act  contained,  or  that  shall  be  done 
in  pursuance  thereof,  shall  be'deemed  or  construed 
to  imply  any  obligation  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  to  make,  or  to  defray  the  expense  of  making, 
the  road  hereby  authorized  to  be  laid  out,  or  of  any 
part  thereof. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  ten  thou- 
sand dollars,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  be,  and  are 
hereby,  appropriated  to  defray  the  expense  of  lay- 
ing out  the  road  aforesaid. 

Approved,  May  15, 1820. 
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An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabilanti  of  the  village 
of  Peoria,  in  the  State  of  Illinois. 

Be  U  enacted,  ^c,  That  every  person,  or  the  leeal 
representatives  of  every  person,  who  claims  a  lot 
or  lots  in  the  village  or  Peoria,  in  the  State  of 
Illinois,  shall,  on  or  oefore  the  first  day  of  October 
next,  deliver  to  ehe  register  of  the  land  office  for 
the  district  of  Edwardsville.  a  notice,  in  writing, 
of  his  or  her  claim ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
said  register  to  make  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury a  report  of  all  claims  filed  with  the  said  re- 
gister, with  the  substance  of  the  evidence  in  sup- 
port thereof;  and,  also,  his  opinion  and  such 
remarks  respecting  the  claims  as  he  may  think 
proper  to  make :  which  report^  together  witn  a  list 
of  the  claims  which,  in  the  omnion  of  said  roister, 
ought  to  be  confirmed,  shall  oe  laid,  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  before  Congress  for  their 
determination.  And  the  said  register  shall  be  al- 
lowed twenty-five  cents  for  each  claim  on  which 
a  decision  shall  be  made,  whether  such  decision 
shall  be  in  favor  or  against  the  claims ;  which  al- 
lowance shall  be  in  full  for  his  services  under 
this  act. 

Approved,  May  15, 1820. 

An  Act  to  impose  a  new  tonnage  duly  on  French  ships 

and  TeMela. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That,  in  lieu  of  the  tonnage 
duty  now  ^id  on  French  ships  or  vessels,  there 
shall  be  paid  a  duty  of  eighteen  dollars  per  ton,  on 
all  French  ships  or  vessels  which  shall  be  entered 
in  the  United  States,  any  act  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding:  Provided,  however,  That  nothing 
contained  in  this  act  shall  be  so  construed  as  to 
prevent  the  extension  of  the  provisions  of  the  act. 
entitled  "An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of  the  several 
acts  imposing  duties  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  and 
vessels,  and  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
imported  into  the  United  States,  as  imposes  a  dis- 
criminating duty  on  tonnage  between  toreign  ves- 
seb  and  vessels  of  the  United  States,  and  between 
the  goods  imported  into  the  United  States  in  for- 
eign vessels  and  vessels  of  the  United  States,"  to 
French  ships  and  vessels,  and  the  goods  imported 
therein,  whenever  the  Government  of  France  shall 
accede  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  above  refer- 
red to. 

Sec.  2«  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  ton- 
nage duty  laid,  and  directed  to  be  paid,  by  this  act, 
shall  be  collected  and  paid  according  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  the 
collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage," 
passed  the  second  day  of  March,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-nine. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  fariker  enacted,  That  this  act 
shall  commence  and  be  in  force  from  and  after 
the  first  day  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twenty. 

Approved,  May  15,  1820. 


a  resolution  directing  a  survey  of  certain  parts  of 
the  coast  of  North  Carolina,  passed  on  the  nine- 
teenth day  of  January,  in  the  year  one  thousaiul 
eight  hundred  and  nineteen,  the  sum  of  five  thoc- 
sand  dollars  be.  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropri- 
ated, to  be  paia  out  of  any  unappropriated  mo&er 
j  in  the  Treasury. 

I      Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  sucb 
I  respectively  necessary  to  carry  into  effect  the  ""Ac 
!  for  the  relief  of  certain  persons 'who  bare  paid  dc- 
'  ties  on  certain  goods  imported  into  Castue,"  ap- 
proved the  eleventh  day  of  April,  in  the  Dresen: 
year,  and  also  the  "Act  for  the  relief  of  Walter 
C banning,"  approved  the  eleventh  day  of  Apn 
aforesaid,  shall  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  \h.t 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 
Approved,  May  15, 1820. 

An  Act  to  amend  an  act  "  makiog  rcserration  of  err* 
tain  public  lands  for  naval  porposefly**  paeatJ  fint 
March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seTeotMB. 

Be  il  enacted,  ^,,  That  so  much  of  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  on  the  first  6aj 
of  March,  one  thousand  ei|[ht  hundred  and  seven- 
teen, entitled  "An  act  making  reservation  of  cer- 
tain public  lands  for  naval  purposes^"  as  empowers 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  appoint  an  afent  or 
agents,  and  surveyor,  be,  and  the  same  is  herehjr. 
repealed ;  and  the  duties  and  services  required  by 
said  section  be  performed  in  future  hj  such  sur- 
veyors of  public  lands  as  may  be  designated  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Approved,  May  15,  1820. 


An  Act  to  provide  for  the  expense  of  surveying  cer- 
tain parts  of  the  coast  of  North  Carolina,  and  for 
other  parposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.  That,  for  carrying  into  effect 


An  Art  making  appropriations  for  carry  log  tato  effect 
the  treaties  concinded  with  the  Chippewa  and  Kick- 
apoo  nations  of  Indians. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^.,  That,  for  the  purpose  of  car- 
tying  into  effect  the  stipulation  contained  in  the 
fourth  article  of  the  treaty  concluded  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Chippewa  nation  of  Indians, 
on  the  twenty-fourth  of  September,  one  thotisand 
eight  hundred  and  nineteen,  and  which  was  rati- 
fied by  the  President  of  the  United  States^  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  on  the 
twenty-fifth  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eigh: 
hundred  and  twenty,  there  be,  and  hereby  is,  ap- 
propriated the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  to  be 
paid  in  silver,  annually,  forever,  to  the  said  Chip- 
pewa nation. 

Sec  2.  And  he  it  fltriher  enacted.  That  there  be. 
and  hereby  is,  appropriated,  the  sum  of  two  thou- 
sand dollars,  to  carry  into  effect  any  other  stipula- 
tions contained  in  the  said  treaty. 

Sec  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the  sums 
herein  appropriated  be  paid  out  or  any  moneys  ii 
the  Treasurv  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That,  for  th' 
purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the  stipulations  con- 
tained in  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  concluded 
between  the  United  States  and  the  tribe  of  Eicka- 
poo  Indians,  of  Vermillion,  on  the  thirtieth  day  or 
August,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nineteea. 
and  which  was  ratified  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
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;ent  of  the  Senate,  on  the  tenth  day  of  May,  one 
:housand  eight  hundred  and  twenty,  there  be,  and 
IS  hereby,  appropriated,  the  sam  of  two  thousand 
loUars,  to  be  paid  annually,  for  ten  years,  out  of 
lay  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated. 
Approved,  May  15,  1820. 


i\n  Act  to  continue  in  force  the  ect  entitled  "  An  Act 
to  provide  for  reports  of  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme 
Court,"  approyed  the  third  of  March,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  seventeen. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  act  entitled  "An 
let  to  provide  for  reports  of  decisions  of  the  Su- 
preme Court."  approved  the  third  day  of  March. 
yue  thousanu  eight  hundred  and  seventeen  be  ana 
:he  same  is  hereby  continued  in  force  for  three 
^ears,  and  no  longer. 

Approved,  May  15, 1820. 


A.n  Act  to  amend  the  act  entitled  **  An  act  to  amend 
the  act  authorizing  the  employment  of  an  additional 
naval  force." 

Be  it  enactedj  ^c,  That  the  second  section  of 
the  act  entitled  '^  An  act  authorizing  the  employ- 
ment of  an  additional  naval  force,"  passed  on  the 
thirty-first  day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and 
line,  be,  and  the  same  is  nereby,  amended,  so  far 
IS  to  authorize  the  enlistment  of  able  seamen,  ordi- 
nary seamen,  and  boys,  during  the  continuance  of 
:he  service  or  cruise  for  which  they  shall  be  en- 
isted;  not,  however,  to  exceed  the  period  of  three 
fears. 

Approved,  May  15,  1820. 


An  Act  to  provide  for  repairing  the  roof  of  the  Gen- 
eral Post  Office,  and  to  procure  an  engine  for  the 
protection  of  said  building. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  Postmaster  General 
36,  and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  cause  the  roof  of 
the  General  Post  Office  to  be  repaired  and  covered 
with  slate;  and,  also,  to  procure  and  keep,  for  the 
protection  of  said  building,  an  engine  and  appa- 
ratus, for  extinguishing  fire,  and  to  cause  to  be 
3uilt  a  suitable  house  for  the  safe  keeping  of  such 
engine. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Jwrther  enacUd,  That  there  be, 
ind  there  is  hereby,  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out 
>f  the  moneys  arising  from  the  postage  of  letters 
ind  packets,  such  sum  as  may  be  necessary  for  the 
mrposes  aforesaid,  not  exceeding  six  thousand  and 
twenty  dollars. 

Approved,  May  15,  1820. 


An  Act  to  increase  the  number  of  clerks  in  the  De- 
partment of  War. 

Be  it  e9iacted,  ^c,  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
3epartment  of  War  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  autho- 
ized  and  empowered  to  employ  six  additional 
clerks  in  his  Department ;  and  that  the  sum  of  six 
housand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  ap- 
propriated, for  their  compensation,  to  be  paid  out 
>f  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  ap- 


propriated.   This  act  to  continue  in  force  for  one 
year,  and  no  longer. 
Approved,  May  15,  1820. 


An  Act  to  authorize  the  erection  of  a  lighthouse  on 
one  of  the  Isles  of  Shoals,  near  Portsmouth,  in  New 
Hampshire. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^.,  That,  as  soon  as  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  such  one  of  the  Isles  of  Shoals,  in  tne  State 
of  New  Hampshire,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts, 
or  in  the  State  of  Maine,  as  the  President  of 
the  United  States  shall  select  for  the  site  of  a 
lighthouse,  shall  be  ceded  to,  and  the  property 
thereof  vested  in,  the  United  States,  it  shall  faie 
the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
provide,  by  contract,  which  shall  be  approved 
ny  the  President,  for  building  a  lighthouse  on  such 
island,  to  be  so  lighted  as  to  w  distmffuishable  from 
other  lighthouses  on  the  east  and  west  of  the 
same;  and  also  to  agree  for  the  salary,  wages,  or 
hire,  of  the  person  or  persons  to  be  ap^inted  by 
the  President  for  the  superintendence  oi  the  same. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  purOur  enacted,  That  the  sum 
of  five  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
appropriated,  for  the  purpose  of  building  such 
hgnthouse,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  author- 
ized to  provide,  by  contract,  for  buildmff  light- 
houses, erecting  piers,  beacons,  or  landmarks,  and 
building  and  placing  li^ht-vessels,  or  boats,  or 
buoys,  on  the  following  sites  or  shoals^  to  wit :  A 
pier  at  the  mouth  of  Kennebunk  river,  m  the  State 
of  Maine;  two  lighthouses,  one  on  Tenpound 
island,  at  the  entrance  into  Gloucester  harbor,  and 
the  other  at  Baker's  bland,  near  Salem,  in  the 
State  of  Massachusetts ;  a  lighthouse  at  a  proper 
site  near  the  mouth  of  Genesee  river,  in  the  State 
of  New  York ;  a  buoy  on  Southwest  Ledge,  and 
another  on  Adams's  Fall,  in  or  near  to  the  harbor 
of  New  Haven,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut :  A 
light  vessel  at  the  end  of  Smith's  Point  Shoals,  in 
the  Chesapeake  bay,  in  the  State  of  Virginia :  A 
liffhthouse  on  Shell  Castle  island,  in  the  State  of 
North  Carolina;  or,  in  lieu  thereof,  a  light  vessel, 
to  be  moored  in  a  proper  place  near  the  nid  island, 
if,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
the  latter  shall  be  preferred :  A  beacon  and  two 
buoys  on  proper  sites  in  the  channel  leading  to  the 
harbor  of  Charleston,  in  the  State  of  South  Caro- 
lina :  A  lighthouse  on  a  proper  site  in  Mobile  bay, 
in  the  State  of  Alabama ;  or,  in  lieu  thereof,  a 
light  vessel  in  the  said  bav,  if  the  same  shall  be 
preferred:  A  light  vesseL  should  the  same  be 
deemed  necessarv  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  in  the  State 
of  Louisiana. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there  be 
appropriated,  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated,  the  following  sums  of 
money,  to  accomplish  the  objects  specified  in  this 
act,  to  wit :  For  erecting  a  pier  at  the  mouth  of 
Kennebunk  river,  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  thous- 
and dollars :  for  placing  a  bell  near  the  lighthouse 
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on  West  duoddy  Head,  a  sum  not  exceeding  one 
thousand  dollars :  for  erecting  two  lighthouses,  one 
on  Tenpound  island,  and  the  other  on  Baker's 
island,  and  placing  three  buoys  on  the  rocks  and 
flats  near  Salem,  a  sum  not  exceeding  nine  thous- 
and dollars:  for  defraying  the  expense  of  lighting 
the  lighthouse  on  the  south  side  of  the  harbor  of 
Nantucket,  and  superintending  the  same,  a  sum 
not  exceeding  three  hundred  dollars:  for  a  light- 
house near  the  mouth  of  Genesee  riyer,  a  sum  not 
exceeding  fi\re  thousand  dollars :  for  placing  two 
buoys,  one  on  Southwest  Ledge,  and  the  other  on 
Adams's  Fall,  in  or  near  the  harbor  of  New  Haven, 
a  sum  not  exceeding  three  hundred  dollars:  for  a 
light  vessel,  and  placing  the  same  at  the  end  of 
Smithes  Point  Shoals,  a  sum  not  exceeding  eight 
thousand  dollars:  for  a  lighthouse  on  Shell  Castle 
island,  or  a  light  vessel,  if  preferred,  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding fourteen  thousand  dollars:  for  a  beacon 
and  two  buoys  on  proper  sites  in  or  near  to  the 
channel  leaning  to  Charleston  harbor,  a  sum  not 
exceeding  six  thousand  five  hundred  dollars:  for  a 
lighthouse  or  light  vessel,  for  Mobile  bay,  a  sum 
not  exceeding  nine  thousand  dollars:  for  a  light 
vessel  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  a  sum  not 
exceeding  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  5.  And  he  U  fuiriker  enaded^  That  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  au- 
thorized, if  he  shall  deem  it  expedient  and  ^Hroper, 
to  build  the  lighthouse  directed  to  be  built  on  Spar- 
row's Point,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  on  North 
Point  in  said  State ;  and  also  to  substitute  a  light 
vessel  for  the  lighthouse  directed  to  be  built  on 
Craney  island,  at  the  mouth  of  Elizabeth  river,  in 
the  State  of  Virginia. 

Sec.  6.  And  te  it  fuirHwr  mactedy  That  to  com- 
plete the  lighthouses  and  li^t  vessels  heretofore 
directed  to  he  built,  there  be  appropriated,  out  of 
any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated, the  following  additional  sums,  to  wit:  For 
the  lighthouses  in  tne  State  of  Maryland,  a  sum 
not  exceeding  six  thousand  six  hundred  dollars: 
for  the  lighthouse  directed  to  be  built  between  the 
mouth  of  Qrand  river,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  and 
the  mouth  of  Detroit  river,  in  the  Territory  of 
Michigan,  five  thousand  dollars :  and  for  the  lijght- 
houses  or  light  vessels  for  the  State  of  Virginia, 
a  sum  not  exceeding  six  thousand  six  hundred 
dollars. 

Sbo.  7.  And  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  no  light- 
house, beacon,  nor  land-mark,  shall  be  built  or 
erected  on  any  site  previous  to  the  cession  of  juris- 
diction over  the  same  being  made  to  the  United 
States. 

Approved,  May  15, 1820. 


An  Act  to  continne  io  force  *'An  act  to  protect  th« 
commerce  of  the  United  States,  and  paoiah  the  crime 
of  piracy,"  and  also  to  make  further  provision  for 
panishiog  the  crime  of  piracy. 

Be  it  enactedy  ^.,  That  the  first,  second,  third, 
and  fourth  sections  of  an  act,  entitled  '^An  act  to 
protect  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  and 
punish  the  crime  of  piracy,"  passed  on  the  third 
day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 


nineteen,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  cootinned  in 
force,  from  the  passins  of  this  act,  for  the  term  of 
two  years,  and  from  tnence  to  the  end  of  the  next 
session  of  Congress,  and  no  longer. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  fitrthtr  encuUd^  That  the  fiM 
section  of  the  said  act  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
continued  in  force,  as  to  all  crimes  made  punisha- 
ble by  the  same,  and  heretofore  committed,  in  alt 
respects,  as  fully  as  if  the  duration  of  the  said  sec- 
tion had  been  without  limitation. 

Sbc.  3.  And  he  UfiBfther  enacted^  That  if  anyper- 
son  shall,  upon  the  high  seas,  or  in  any  open  road- 
stead, or  in  any  haven,  basin,  or  bay,  or  in  any 
river,  where  the  sea  ebbs  and  flows,  commit  the 
crime  of  robbery,  in  or  upon  any  ship  or  vessel,  or 
upon  any  of  the  ship's  company  ot  any  ship  or 
vessel,  or  the  lading  thereof,  such  petaon  shall  be 
adjudsed  to  be  a  pirate ;  and  being  thereof  cob- 
victed  before  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United 
States  for  the  district  into  which  he  shall  be 
brouffht,  or  in  which  he  shall  be  found,  shall  siffs 
death.  And  if  any  person  en^ged  in  any  pirati- 
cal cruise  or  enterprise,  or  bemg  of  the  crew  or 
ship's  company  of  any  piratical  ship  or  vessel,  shall 
land  from  sucn  ship  or  vessel,  and  on  shore  shall 
commit  robbery,  such  person  shall  be  adjudged  a 
pirate,  and,  on  conviction  thereof  bdfbie  the  Cir- 
cuit Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district 
into  which  he  shall  be  brought,  or  in  which  ht 
shall  be  found,  shall  suffer  death:  Promideij  That 
nothing  in  this  section  contained  shall  be  eoostned 
to  deprive  any  particular  State  of  its  jnr^ction 
over  such  onences,  when  committed  within  the 
body  of  a  county,  or  authorize  the  eooits  of  tiie 
United  States  to  try  any  such  ofiender&after  con- 
viction or  acquittance,  for  the  same  offeoee  in  a 
State  court. 

Ssc.  4.  And  he  U  fturther  enactedy  That  if  aay 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  bein^  of  the  crew  or 
ship's  company  of  any  foreign  ship  or  vessel  en- 
saged  in  the  slave  trade,  or  any  person  whatever, 
Being  of  the  crew  or  ship's  company  of  any  ship 
or  vessel  owned  in  whole  or  in  part,  or  navigated 
for,  or  in  behalf  of,  any  citizen  or  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  shaU  land,  from  Any  such  ship  ci 
vessel,  and  on  any  foreign  shore  seize  any  negro 
or  mulatto,  not  held  to  service  or  labor  by  tnelaws 
of  either  of  the  States  or  Territories  of  tiie  United 
States,  with  intent  to  make  suchne^ro  or  mulatto  a 
slave,  or  shall  decoy,  or  forcibly  bnng  or  carry,  or 
shall  receive,  such  ne^  or  miuatto  on  board  any 
such  ship  or  vesseL  with  intent,  as  aforesaid,  such 
citizen  or  person  shall  be  adjudged  a  pirate,  and 
on  conviction  thereof  before  the  Circoit  Court  of 
the  United  States  for  the  district  wherein  he  may 
be  broufi^ht  or  found,  shall  suffer  death. 

Sec.  5.  And  he  U  further  enacted^  That  if  any  citi- 
zen of  the  United  States,  beinlr  of  the  crew  or 
ship's  company  of  any  foreign  £ip  or  ressel  es- 
ga^d  in  the  slave  trade^  or  any  person  whatever, 
being  of  the  crew  or  ship's  company  of  any  shif 
or  vessel,  owned  wholly  or  in  part,  or  naviga^ 
for,  or  in  behalf  of,  any  citizen  or  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  shall  forcibly  confine,  or  detain,  c? 
aid  and  abet  in  forcibly  confining,  or  detaining,  ca 
board  such  ship  or  vessel,  any  negro,  or  mulatto, 
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lot  held  to  service  by  the  laws  of  either  of  the 
States  or  Territories  of  the  United  States,  with 
ntent  to  make  such  negro  or  mulatto  a  slave,  or 
;hall,  on  board  any  such  ship  or  vessel,  offer  or 
Lttempt  to  sell,  as  a  slave,  any  negro  or  mulatto, 
lot  held  to  service  as  aforesaid,  or  shall,  on  the 
li^h  seas,  or  anywhere  on  tide  water,  transfer,  or 
leliver  over,  to  any  other  ship  or  vessel,  any  ne- 
pro,  or  mulatto,  not  held  to  service  as  aforesaid, 
nrith  intent  to  make  such  negro  or  mulatto  a 
dave,  or  shall  land,  or  deliver  on  shore,  from  on 
x>ard  any  such  ship  or  vessel,  any  such  negro  or 
nulatto,  with  intent  to  make  sale  of,  or  having 
previously  sold,  such  negro  or  mulatto,  as  a  slave, 
»uch  citizen,  or  person,  shall  be  adjudged  a  pirate, 
ind,  on  conviction  thereof  before  the  Circuit 
I^ourt  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  wherein 
le  shall  be  brought,  or  found,  shall  suffer  death. 
Approved,  May  15,  1820. 


\n  Act  for  the  relief  of  persons  holding  confirmed 
unlocated  claims  for  lands  in  the  State  of  Illinois. 

JBe  U  enacted^  ^.,  That  all  persons  holding  con- 
irmed  unlocated  claims  for  land  within  the  tract 
-eserved  by  the  third  section  of  the  act,  entitled 
'An  act  confirming  certain  claims  to  land  in  the 
[Uinois  Territory,  and  providing  for  their  location," 
massed  the  sixteenth  day  of  April,  in  the  year  one 
housand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  be  allowed 
mtil  the  first  day  of  November,  one  thousand  eight 
lundred  and  twentv,  to  register  the  same.  And 
:he  said  claims  shall  be  receivable  in  payment  for 
public  lands  within  the  said  reserved  tract,  con- 
brmably  with  the  provisions  of  the  said  act,  and  of 
he  act,  entitled  "An  act  making  further  provision 
or  settling  claims  to  land  in  the  Territory  of  lUi- 
lois,"  pa^ed  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  April,  one 
;housand  ei^ht  hundred  and  sixteen,  at  any  time 
before  the  first  day  of  November,  one  thousand 
>ight  hundred  and  twenty. 

Approved,  May  15,  1820. 


\n  Act  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  mak- 
ing appropriations  for  the  support  of  Government, 
for  the  year  one  thoasand  eight  hundred  and  twen- 
ty," and  for  other  pnrpoaes. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.,  That  the  following  sums  be, 
ind  the  same  are  hereby,  appropriated — that  is  to 

jB^or  compensation  granted  by  law  to  the  mem- 
>ers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives, 
n  addition  to  the  appropriation  heretofore  made 
or  that  object,  twenty-three  thousand  three  hun- 
Ired  and  forty  dollars. 

For  rebuilding  the  public  wharf,  and  repairing 
he  public  warehouses,  on  Staten  Island,  fifteen 
housand  dollars. 

For  graduating  the  Capitol  square,  patting  the 
rrounds  in  order,  and  planting  trees  within  the 
ame,  two  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  U  further  enacted,  That  the  several 
ippropriations  hereinbefore  made  shall  be  paid 
>ut  ot  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
Lppropriated. 
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Sec.  3.  And  he  U  farther  enacted,  That  the  arrear- 
ages of  the  Department  of  War,  from  the  first  day 
of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen, 
to  the  first  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  seventeen,  be  paid  out  of  the  sum  of  one  hun- 
dred and  fiAy  thousand  dollars  already  appropri- 
ated for  arrearages  prior  to  the  first  day  of  July,  one 
thousand  eiffht  hundred  and  fifteen,  any  thing  in 
the  act,  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  the  sevend 
acts  for  the  establishment  and  regulation  of  the 
Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Departments,"  passed 
the  first  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty,  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Approved,  May  15, 1820. 

An  Act  to  provide  for  the  building  an  addition  to  the 
CQstom-house  now  erecting  in  the  city  of  New  Or- 
leans, for  the  use  of  the  District  Court  of  the  United 
States  for  the  State  of  Louisiana. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury cause  to  be  built  an  addition  to  the  custom- 
house now  erecting  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans, 
which  shall  contain  rooms  suitable  for  the  use  of 
the  District  Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  State 
of  Louisiana ;  and  that  so  much  of  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  erection  of  custom-houses  and  public 
warehouses,  as  shall  be  sufficient  for  that  purpose, 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  declared  to  be,  applica- 
ble to  that  object. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That,  as  soon 
as  the  said  building  shall  be  completed,  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  shall  be  authorized  and  re- 
quired to  cause  to  be  sold,  at  public  sale^upon  such 
terms,  and  in  such  manner,  as  he  shall  judge  to  be 
expedient,  the  house  and  lot  in  which  the  District 
Court  is  now  held,  and  to  cause  the  amount  for 
which  they  shall  be  sold  to  be  paid  into  the  Treas- 
ury of  the  United  States. 

Approved,  May  15, 1820. 

An  Act  to  authorise  the  Governor  of  Illinois  to  obtain 
certain  abstracts  of  lands  from  certain  public  offices. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  register  of  the  United  States  land  office  at 
Vincennes,  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  to  furnish  to 
the  Grovernor  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  when  he 
shall  apply  for  the  same,  a  complete  abstract  of 
all  the  lands  which  have  been  purchased  at  that 
office,  or  which  may  hereafter  be  purchased^  which 
lie  within  the  State  of  Illinois,  designatmg  the 
name  of  each  purchaser,  and  the  time  of  making 
the  purchase ;  for  which  he  shall  be  entitled  to  re- 
ceive, from  such  applicant,  at  the  rate  of  \en  cents 
for  each  separate  entry,  a  copy  whereof  is  required : 
Provided,  however.  That  all  tne  expense  incurred  by 
virtue  of  this  act  shall  be  defrayed  by  said  State. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enaded^hzx  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  upon 
the  application  of  the  €k)vemor  of  said  State,  to 
cause  a  complete  abstract  to  be  made  out,  fox  the 
use  of  said  State,  of  all  the  military  bounty  lands 
which  have  been  patented  to  the  soldiers  of  the 
late  army,  lying  within  the  same,  designating  the 
name  of  each  patentee. 

Approved,  May  15, 1820. 
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An  Act  granting  to  the  State  of  Ohio  the  right  of  pre- 
emption to  certain  quarter  tectiona  of  land. 

Be  U  enacUd^  fc,  That  there  be  granted  to  the 
State  of  Ohio,  at  the  minimum  price  for  which 
the  public  lands  are  sold,  the  right  of  pre-emption 
to  one  quarter  section,  in  or  near  the  centre  of  each 
county,  included  in  the  purchase  recently  made  of 
the  Indians,  by  the  treaty  concluded  at  St.  Mary's, 
on  the  twentieth  day  ot  September,  one  thousand 
eiffht  hundred  and  eighteen,  for  the  establishment 
01  a  seat  of  justice  in  the  said  counties:  Provided^ 
The  purchase  be  made  before  the  commencement 
of  the  public  sales:  And  provided  cdso,  That  the 
proceeds  of  the  sale  of  each  quarter  section,  which 
may  be  made  under  the  authority  of  the  State  of 
OhiOj  shall  be  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of 
erectrag  public  buildings  in  said  counties  respec- 
tivdy,  aUer  deducting  therefrom  the  sums  origi- 
nally paid  by  the  State  aforesaid:  And  provided 
Jkniwr,  That  the  seat  of  justice  for  said  counties 
raspectirely  shall  be  fixed  on  the  lands  so  se- 
if^tf^ii 
Approred,  May  15, 1820. 


RESOLUTIONS. 

Resolution  declaring  the  admisaion  of  the  State  of 
Alabama  into  the  Union. 

Whereas,  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  Congress, 
passed  on  tne  second  day  of  March,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  nineteen,  entitled  ^'An  act  to 
enable  the  people  of  the  Alabama  Territory  to 
form  a  constitution  and  State  government,  and 
for  the  admission  of  such  State  into  the  Union  on 
an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States,"  the 
people  of  the  said  Territory  did,  on  the  second 
day  of  August,  in  the  present  year,  by  a  conven- 
tion called  for  that  purpose,  form  for  tnemselves  a 
constitution  and  State  government,  which  consti- 
tution and  State  government,  so  formed,  is  rqmb- 
lican,  and  in  conformity  to  the  principles  of  the 
articles  of  compact  between  the  origwal  States 
and  the  people  and  States  in  the  territory  north- 
west of  the  river  Ohio,  passed  on  the  tmrteenth 
day  of  July,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-seven,  so  far  as  the  same  have  been  ex- 
tendi to  the  said  territory  by  the  articles  of  agree- 
ment between  the  United  States  and  the  State  of 
Gteorgia — 

ReSolvedy  by  the  SentUe  and  House  of  RepresenUUives 
of  the  WniUd  Statee  of  America  iai  Conffresa  aseembUd, 
That  the  State  of  Alabama  shall  be  one,  and  is 
hereby  declared  to  be  one,  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  admitted  into  the  Union,  on  an 
equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  in  all  re- 
spects whatever. 

Approved,  December  14, 1819. 


ent  Congress,  and  the  Delegates  from  Teiritorif^ 
(who  may  not  be  entitled  to  the  same,  under  titf 
resolution  of  Congress  of  the  27th  of  March^  om 
thousand  ei^ht  hundred  and  eighteen,)  the  Prcr 
dent  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  Sutes,  \k 
Executive  of  each  State  and  Territory,  the  Attor- 
ney Greneral  and  Judges  of  the  Courts  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  Colleges  and  Univenitie 
in  the  United  States,  each  one  copy ;  for  the  use 
of  each  of  the  Departments,  viz :  State,  Treasury. 
War,  and  Navy,  two  copies  each ;  for  the  Dse  c^ 
the  Senate,  five  copies;  and  for  the  use  of  tk 
House  of  Representatives,  ten  copies,  of  the  tcI- 
umes  containmg  the  Journal,  Acts,  and  Proceed- 
ings, of  the  Convention  which  formed  the  preset 
Constitution  of  the  United  States;  and  that  ik 
residue  of  the  copies  of  said  Journal  be  depo^td 
in  the  Library  of  Congress,  for  the  use  of  vy 
members. 
Approved,  January  19, 1820. 


Reaolotion  to  anthoriie  the  publication  of  part  of  de 
Secret  Jonmal  of  Congress,  nndcr  the  Aitiekt  i 
Confederation. 

Resolved,  ^c.  That  the  Secret  Jounial,  together 
with  all  the  papers  and  documents  coonectediriS 
that  Journal,  and  all  other  papers  and  docnms'^ 
heretofore  considered  confidential,  of  the  Old  Coo* 
g^ress,  from  the  date  of  the  ratification  of  the  de&& 
tive  treaty  of  peace  between  the  United  States  ui£ 
Great  Britain,  in  the  year  one  thowand  se^a 
hundred  and  eighty-three,  to  the  formation  of  tL: 
present  Government,  npw  remaining  in  the  of^u 
of  the  Secretary  of  State,  be  nufalished,  nnda  t:^ 
direction  of  the  President  ot  the  United  Sutc5 
and  that  a  thousand  copies  thereof  be  printed  ui 
deposited  in  the  Library,  subject  to  the  dispo&itkn 
of  Congress. — ^[Approved,  April  21, 1820.] 


Resolution  for  the  dittribution  of  certain  copiea  of  ih 
Journal  of  the  Convention  which  formed  the  Cos- 
■titutton. 

Resolved,  f  c.  That  the  Secretary  of  Sute  be^ 
and  he  is  nereby,  directed  to  transmit  one  copy  d 
the  Journal  of  the  Federal  ConYention  at  Phihi 
delphia,  in  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  agfatr^ 
seven,  which  formed  the  Constipation  of  the  Usii 
ted  States,  to  each  of  the  members,  bow  alive,  d 
the  said  Convention. 

Approved,  May  8, 1820. 


Reaolntion  for  the  further  distribution  of  the  Journal 
of  the  Convention  which  formed  the  Constitation  of 
the  United  Butes. 

Resolved,  ^.,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be 
instructed  to  furnish  to  each  member  of  the  pres- 


Resolntion  giving  the  coneent  of  Coog:MaB  to  a  esc^ 
pact  concluded  between  the  States  of  Kentofky  ■■ 
Tennesaee,  for  the  aettlemeat  of  thw  BoofiiBar 
Line. 

Resolved,  ^c,  That  the  consent  of  dmgre^y  '^ 
and  the  same  is  hereby,  given  to  a  comps«<  • 
agreement,  made  and  conclude  by,  and  befw^ 
the  States  of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  at  Fr«£^ 
fort,  in  Kentucky,  on  the  second  day  of  Febnii^ 
one  thousand  ei^ht  hundred  and  twenty,  to  »ey* 
and  establish  ike  boundary  line  between  t^ 
and  for  other  purposes. 

Approved,  May  12, 1820. 


INDEX 


TO  THE  PROCEEDINGS  AND  DEBATES  OF  THE  FIRST  SESSION  OF 

THE  SIXTEENTH  CONGRESS. 


SENATE. 


A.  Page. 

abolition  of  Sltvery,  Mr.  Roberts  preaented  the 
memorial  of  the  American  ConTention  for 
promoting  the,  read       -        -        -        -      34 
Lbom,  Joseph,  Mr.  Barrill  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred     -        -        -        -        •      32 
kbfttracts  of  Land,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives to  aathorize  the  Governor  of 
Illinois  to  obtain  from  certain  pablic  offi- 
ces, certain,  twice  read  ...        -    602 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    696 
Lccounts,  appointment  of  a  committee  of  -      11 

LCtual  Settlers,  a  bill  granting  the  right  of  pre- 
emption to,  read    ....        -    524 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -    A32 
reported  without  amendment    -        -        .    668 
Ldditional  Circuit  Court,  a  bill  to  establish  an, 

read  twice     ...--.    678 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...     685 
Additional  Nav«I  Force,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Represenlatives  to  amend  the  act  au- 
thorizing the  employment  of  an      -        >    690 
twice  reaJ,  and  referred    -        >        -        -    691 
reported  without  amendment,  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed    .        -        .        >        .    696 
itiun,  John,  and  Sons,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        ....    436 
Jabama,  the  constitution  of,  was  referred  to  a 

select  committee   -        -        -        -        -      1 1 
a  resolution  to  admit,  into  the  Union,  re- 

ported,  read  three  times,  and  passed        -      20 
Mr.  Walker  submitted  a  resolution  instruct- 
ing the  Judiciary  Committee  to  intjuire 
what  provisions  are  necessary  to  give  ef. 
feet  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
within  the  State  of        -        -        -        .      26 
agpreed  to,  and  referred  as  therein  intended      28 
ft  bill  to  establish  a  district  court  in  the  State 

of,  read 81 

read  a  second  time    .....     loi 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        -        -    201 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    233 

retomed  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  amendments  -        -        -        .        -617 

concurred  in 621 

a  bill  to  establish  additional  land  offices  in 

the  State  of,  twice  read  ...    590 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    602 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -        >        .    606 

returned  from  the  Honse  of  Representatives 

with  amendments,  and  referred      -        -    643 


Aldrich,  Oustavus,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  th« 
petition  of,  referred        .        .        .        . 

reported  with  amendments  to  the  amend- 
ments -----.- 

the  Senate  concnr  in  all  but  the  third 
Alexandria,  Mr.  Honey  presented  a  memorial  ot 
the  citizens  of,  against  any  change  in  the 
Jadiciary  system  of  the  Dutrict  of  Co- 
lumbia, referred  .... 
Allen,  Sarah,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives allowing  to,  the  bounty  land  due 
to  her  deceased  son,  read       ... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment    .        .        . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .        . 

Allison,  Rev.  Burgess,  a  message  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  that  they  had 
appointed,  Chaplain       .        .        .        . 

Alna,  Mr.  Mellen  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing a  road  from,  to  Gardiner  ... 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Poet  Office 
Committee    ->-... 

American  Colonization  Society,  Mr.  Pinkney 
presented  the  memorial  of  the 
referred  to  a  select  committee    ... 

American  Seamen,  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  for  the  re- 
lief and  protection  of     - 

Annual  Expense  of  Surveys,  dec,  Mr.  Trimble 
submitted  a  resolution  directing  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  to  cause  to  be  pre- 
pared a  statement  of  the 
considered  and  agreed  to  • 

Annuities  to  Indians,  or  Tribes,  Mr.  Sanford  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  requiring  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  to  lay  before  the  Senate  at 
their  next  session  a  statement  of  all 

considered,  and  agreed  to  - 
Appling,  Rebecca  C,  Mr.  Walker  of  Georgia 
presented  the  petition  of,  referred  - 

said  committee  discharged,  and  petition  re- 
ferred to  the  Military  Committee    • 

an  adverse  report  thereon  concurred  in 

Apportionment  of  Representatives  for  Massachu- 
setts and  Maine ;  Mr.  Mellen,  on  leave, 
introduced  a  bill  for  the,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
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Aikantu  Territory,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
RepreaentatiTes  aathoriziog  the  appoint- 
ment  of  a  register  and  receiTer  for  Law- 
rence ooanty  in,  read    ....     470 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  •    479 

reported  without  amendment  .  -  .  479 
oraered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  491 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  496 
a  bill  relative  to  the,  read  -        -        .        .    596 

read  a  second  time 697 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  603 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  >  -  606 
the  President  communicated  a  memorial  of 

the  Legislature  of,  referred    •        -        -    699 
the  committee  discharged  ....    660 
Army,  Mr.  Wilson  tubmitted  a  resolution  in- 
structing the  Military  Committee  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  allowing  to 
officers  of  the,  a  specific  siim  monthly,  in 
lieu  of  nay,  rations,  dec         ...      76 
considered,  and  referred    -        -        -        -      78 
Army  Register,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
War,  transmitting  a  copy  of  the,  for  eadi 

member -      68 

Atwater,  Moses,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sanfordy  the 
claim  of,  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims      ......    266 

said  committee  discharged        ...    694 
Auction  Sales,  Mr.  Roberts  and  Mr.  Lloyd,  re- 
spectively, presented  memorials  of  mer- 
chants of  Philadelphia,  praying  that  du- 
ties may  be  laid  on,  referred  ...     367 
Mr.  Roberts  presented  another,  to  the  same 

effect 373 

all  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce    426 
Mr.  Roberts  presented  sundry  other  memo- 
rials on  the  subject,  referred   -        -     426,  429 
Mr.  Wilson,  the  same       ....    464 


albitt,  Jacobs  Mr.  Hunter  presented  the  peti 
tion  of,  referred  .... 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  ... 
read  a  second  time  .... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Badollet,  John,  Mr.  Taylor  presented  the  me 

morial  of,  referred  .... 
Baker,  Edward,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Kentucky  pre 
sented  the  petition  of,  referred 
advene  report  thereon       ... 
considered,  and  concurred  in      • 
Bank  of  Alexandria,  Mr.  Gaillard  presented 
the  memorial  of  the  President,  Ac,  of  the, 
praying  a  renewal  of  their  charter,  refer- 
red      -...--. 

Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  Mr.  Horsey  presented 
the  petition  of,  fur  renewal,  ditc.,  referred 

Bank  of  Potomac,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the 
memorial  of  the,  praying  an  extension  of 
their  charter,  referred    .... 

Bank  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Logan  submitted 
a  preamble  and  resolution  in  relation  to 

the 

considered,  and  negatived  .  .  .  . 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Dana,  three  hundred  co- 
pies of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  Uie 
Treasury  on  the,  and  its  affidrs,  were 
ordered  to  be  printed    .        .        •        . 


266 
678 
684 
687 
680 

74 

364 
431 
436 


25 


76 


26 


40 
68 


462 


Bankrupt  Act,  Mr.  Otis  presented  the  memorial 
of  a  number  of  merchants  of  Boston,  and 
other  towns  of  Massachusetts,  praying  the 
passage  of  a,  referred      -        -        -       -     1 

Banks,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  certain  resolutioni 
of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  pro- 
posing an  amendment  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, limiting  the  power  of  Congress  to 
establish,  to  the  District  of  Columbia,  read  % 
Mr.  Trimble  presented  a  resolution  from  the 
Legislature  of  Ohio,  agreeing  to  the  same    ilT 

Banks  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  a  bill  from 
the  House  of  Representatives  coDceming 
the,  twice  read,  and  referred   -        -       •   M 
Mr.  Barbour  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
Alexandria  banks,  suggesting  amendmenU      j 

to  the  said  bill ^ 

Mr.  Trimble  submitted  resolutions  concern- 
ing the-        -        -        -        .         -        '  HH 

one  of  said  resolutions  agreed  to  -        -    (U 

report  of  the  committee  on  the  Mil  read     •   &i 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  show- 
ing the  state  of  the        -        -         -       .    M 
bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  as  amended   64^ 
read  the  third  time,  and  pass^  with  amend-     J 
ments    -        --        -        -        -        -6u 

Baptist  Denomination,  a  bill  to  incorporate  a 
General  Convention  of  the,  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Colombia,  read  -         •        >       •    5?^ 
read  a  second  time    -        -        -        .       .    SM 
indefinitely  postponed        -        -        .       .    M 

Bsrbour,  James,  President  pro  tem^  attended  •  I 
remarks  of,  on  his  motion  to  postpone  ths 

Maine  bill i< 

speech  of,  on  the  amendment  uniting  Mis-  J 

souri  in  the  same  bill     -        -        -       .  L91 

on  the  amendment  restricting  slavery        -  IS 

remarks  of,  on  the  sale  of  public  lands       -  4fl 

on  the  motion  to  po«tpone  the  Bankrupt  bill  &9 

on  the  Genera]  Appropriation  bill       -       -  5^1 

speech  of,  on  the  Pi  avigation  bill  -  -  Sit 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  clothing  the  Army 

in  domestic  manufactures       -        -        •  ^ 

Barbour,  Philip,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of  the  legal  repreoea- 
tatives  of,  read  twice,  and  referred  -       '     "^ 
reported  without  amendment     -        .        .     Tt 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         -        .       .     7 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .        .     f 
Barker,  Jacob,  Mr.  King  of  New  York  present- 
ed the  petition  of,  referred      -         .       .    3S 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on 

the  claim  of,  read,  and  referred        .        -   tJ: 
on  motion  of  Mr.  King,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  was  requested  to  lay  before  the 
Senate  a  copy  of  Mr.  Campbtdl's  letter  ts   41 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary,  with  the  oopj 

asked  for,  referred         -        -         .        .   <l 
the  committee  discharged  from  its  further 
consideration  -        -        -         •        -  ^ 

Barn,  anecdote  of  the  burning  of  a,  daring  the 

battle  of  the  River  Raisin        -         .        .   1< 
Barnett,  Mark,  and  William  Perry,  Mr.  Taylor 

presented  the  petition  of,  referred    -        -  ^ 
Baron,  Antoine,  Mr.  Ruggles  presented  the  pc< 

tition  of,  referred   -        -         -        .        .  4T1 

Barrow,  Matthew,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read    •    ^ 

read  a  second  time ^ 
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row,  Matthew^-continaed.                             Page, 
bill  referred  to  the  Military  Committee      -  36 
reported  without  amendment     -        -        -  27 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        -        -        •  33 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaeed  -        -        •  34 
ey,  Sismnnd,  Mr.  Noble  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      -        -        -        - ,      -  637 
committee  discharged        ....  676 
XtT,  Stephen,  a  bill  from  the  House  for  relief 

of,  twice  read,  and  referred     ...  600 
reported  without  amendment    -        -        -  611 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...        -  663 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -  678 
',  Elihu  H.,  Theodore  Oaillard,  and  Charles 
Robeits,  Mr.  Smith  presented  the  memo- 
rial of,  referred       .....  368 
committee  discharged        -        -        .        -  861 
1y,  Mountjoy,  Sergeant-at-Arms,  dec,  was, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Horsey,  authoriied  to 
appoint  an  assistant,  &c.        -        -        -  1 1 

dl,  Samuel  B.,  a  bill  from  the  House  for  relief 

of,  twice  read,  and  referred    ...  692 

reported  without  amendment    ...  637 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        -        .  676 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  678 

lulieu,  Lewis  Joseph,  a  bill  from  the  House 

for  relief  of,  twice  read,  and  referred        -  692 
reported  with  amendments         -        -        -612 

third  reading  negatived      ....  662 
dt  and  Harvey,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Sep- 
resentatives  for  relief  o(  twice  read,  and 

referred 692 

reported  without  amendment     •        .        -  611 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         ...  668 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -  673 
Dt,  Lemuel,  Mr.  Barbour  presented  the  peti- 
tion off  referred 644 

adverse  report  thereon       ....  689 

considered  and  concurred  in      -        •        -  694 
rmada,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  a  statement  of 
the  trade  for  one  year  between  the  port 

of  New  York  and  tsland  of,  referred       -  42 
mard.  Hyacinth,  the  committee  to  whom  the 
petition  of,  was  referred,  was  discharged 

from  the  further  consideration  thereof    -  676 

had  leave  to  withdraw  his  papers       -        -  696 
rry,  Edward,  and  George  Hodge,  Mr.  Roberts 

presented  the  petition  of,  referred  -        -  65 

adverse  report  thereon       ....  80 

considered  and  concurred  in      -        •        -  101 

nat,  Susan,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred  -  -  429 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  ...  498 
read  a  second  time  .  -  -  .  .  499 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  612 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  616 
tts,  Jeremiah,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        ...»  480 
skley,  Daniel,  and  Catharine  Clark,  a  bill 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  re- 
lief of,  twice  read,  and  referred      -        -  600 
reported  without  amendment     ...  623 
ordered  to  a  third  reading          ...  664 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  673 
Igor's  Company  of  Rangers,  Mr.  Noble  pre- 
sented a  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of 
Indiana,  praying  compensation  to,  referred  37 1 
adverse  report  thereon       ....  436 
considered  and  concarred  in      -        -        -  439 
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Binns*s  Declaration  of  Independence,  a  bill  au- 
thorizing the  purchase  of  a  certain  num- 
ber of  copies  of,  read     ....      24 
read  a  second  time    -----      20 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        •      33 

read  a  third  time,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia 
said  committee  recommend  rejection  of  the 

bill 

Bioren,  John,  and  Fielding  Lucas,  Mr.  Roberts 
presented  the  petition  of,  referred  - 
Mr.  R.  also  nresented  the  petition  of  Bio- 
ren and  Edward  De  KraA,  referred 
adverse  reports  on  both  petitions 
considered  and  concurred  in      -        -        - 
Blackburn,  Samuel,  and  others,  Mr.  Williams 
of  Tennessee  presented  the  remonstrance 
of,  referred    ......    472 

reported  back,  and  referred  to  the  Secretary 

ofWar - 

report  of  that  officer  thereon      ... 

Blakely,  Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  presented  the 

petition  of  Abraham  Ogden  and  others, 

praying  that  the  town  o^  may  be  made 

a  port  of  entry,  referred         ... 

a  bill  to  establish  a  port  of  entry  at,  read   - 

read  a  second  time    -        .        .        .        . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Boislevin,  Nicholas,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Kentucky 

presented  the  pstition  o(  read 
Boisson,  Lewis,  Mr.  Edwards  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  -        .        .        «        .    277 
Bonds  of  Collectors,  dec.,  Mr.  Dickerson  submit- 
ted a  resolution  on  the  subject  of  - 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Secretary  of 

the  Treasury 

a  letter  from  that  officer,  in  reply 
a  Message  from  the  President,  transmitting 
another  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  on  the  subject  of    -        -        - 
referred  to  a  select  committee    ... 
Bonndaries,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  ascertain  and  desig- 
nate certain,  read  ....    491 
read  a  second  time    .....    494 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         ...    698 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    601 
Boundary  line  between  Indiana  and  Illinois,  Mr. 
Taylor  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  first  mentioned  State,  re- 
specting the,  referred     ....    364 

Bowie  and  Kurts,  Mr.  Hunter  presented  the  me- 
morial of,  referred          ....  25 
a  favorable  report  thereon          ...  200 
considered  and  concurred  in,  and  bills  or- 
dered   -        -        -        -        .        -        -  371 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read         ...  388 
read  a  second  time    .....  418 
ordered  to  a  third  reading          ...  440 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  443 
Boyles,  Thomas  H.,  Mr.  Hunter  of  Alabama 

presented  the  petition  of        -        -        -  266 
referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  •  372 
Braden,  Elizabeth,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  relief  of          ...  646 
read  a  first  time        .....  661 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        •        -  668 
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Bnden,  £lizabeth--continQ«d. 

bill  reported  without  amendment 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed 
Brady,  Jamea,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred    •        •     .  - 
the  committee  diacharged  .        -        . 
Bfitiah  claimi  to  landi,  Mr.  Williama,  of  Misaia* 
aippi*  preaented  a  memorial  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  that  State,  respecting  certain, 
referred         .---.- 
committee  discharged       .... 
Brown,  James,  of  Louisiana,  attended 

remarlLs  of,  on  the  bill  for  adjustment  of 

land  claims 600 

on  the  navigation  bill        ....    686 
on  the  Winters'  claim       ....    608 
on  the  bill  for  clothing  the  army,  dec         -    669 
Brown,  Noah,  and  othera,  Mr.  Sanford  preaented 
the  petition  of,  referred  .... 
adverse  report  thereon        .... 
eonsiderea  and  concurred  in      -        -        - 
Brown,  James,  Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred    .---..      41 

adverse  report  thereon       ....    623 

indefinitely  postponed        ....    638 

had  leave  to  withdraw  his  papers       -        -    696 

Brown,  Samuel,  and  othera,  Mr.  Otis  presented 

the  memorial  of,  referred 
Brown  Antoine.    (See  HarpoUf  George*) 

Bruce,  Joseph,  a  bill  from  the  House  for  relief 

of,  twice  read  and  referred    ... 

reported  without  amendment     ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Bnckminster,  Thomas.    (See  Skipletf,  Ether, 

administrator.) 
BttCkner,  Richard.    (See  Jonee,  Charlee^  Jr.) 
BuUkey,  Benjamin,  G.,  the  President  commu* 
nicated  the  petition  bf,  laid  on  the  table.  • 
Buoys,  Mr.  Stokes  submitted  a  resolution  for 
placing,  in  the  several  inlets,  Ac  on  the 
coast  of  North  Carolina 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  Committee  of 
Commorce    ..•-•.    619 
BQidine,  Henry,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Re{^ 
resentatives  authoriiing  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  issue  letters  patent  to,  twice  read 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

Bnrk,  Anthony,  a  bill  from  the  House  for  relief 

of,  read  twice,  and  referred     ... 

reported  vrithout  amendment     ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      .        .        • 

Burrill,  Jamea,  of  Rhode  Island,  attended 

speech  of,  on  the  Maine  and  Missouri  bill  • 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Roberts  ... 
on  the  bill  relating  to  the  sale  or  forfeiture 

of  land  ...... 

on  the  Bankrupt  bill,  -      493,  616,  628,  633 

on  his  resolution  respecting  seizures,  dec.  in 

Sweden 

remaiki  o(  on  the  military  appropriations  • 
on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses 

on  the  Appropriation  bill        ... 
on  the  bill  for  clothing  the  army 
on  the  District  Banka  bill  •        »        •       ^ 
on  the  Court  bill        .        -        -        -        - 
on  the  resolutions  respecting  the  slave  trade 
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Business,  Mr.  BnrriU  submitted  a  motion  for  • 
committee  to  arrange  and  report  the  nilci 
for  conducting 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed 

report  of  aaid  committee    .... 

amended  and  adopted        .... 

ordered  to  be  printed,  together  with  the  Con- 
stitution        ...... 

Buainesa  of  the  Seasion,  appointment  of  the  oiul 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  - 

report  of  said  committee    -        ... 
Butler,  Jacob,  Mr.  Williams  of  Tennessee  tab- 
mitted  a  resolution  inatmcdng  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims  to  inquire  into  the  exp^ 
diency  of  compensating 

considered  and  agreed  to    -        •       - 

committee  discharged  therefrom 
Butler,  Richard,  and  oUiers,  Mr.  Noble  presoit 
ed  the  petition  of,  referred 

adverse  report  thereon        ... 

considered  and  concurred  in 

C. 

CadeU  at  West  Point,  Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennes- 
see, submitted  a  resolution  of  inqoiiy  into 
the  expediency  of  subjecting  the,  to  the 
Rules  and  Articles  of  War    - 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  MilitiiyCoiD- 

mittee  

Cahokia,  Mr.  Edwards  presented  a  petition  of 
citizens  of,  referred         •        .       •>      • 
a  bill  in  accordance  with  said  petition  Rtd 
read  a  second  time     .        .        .       -      - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  paased  - 
Canal,  from  the  waters  of  Sandusky  to  those  of 
the  Scioto,  a  bill  to  lay  out  the  note  tod 
prepare  the  plan  of  a,  twice  read,  end  re- 
ferred   ...         -        .       -      - 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  -        .... 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  - 
Canals,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  appointment  of 
commissioners  to  examine  the,  tberdn 
mentioned,  read    .        .        .       -      - 
read  a  aecond  time    .        •        -       •      • 
indefinitely  postponed       -        .       .      • 
Canova's  Washington,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mesoo, 
the  Finance  Committee  were  iostrncted 
to  prepare  and  report  a  Mil  to  remit  the 
duties  on  the  importation  of 
a  bill  to  that  effect,  read    -        .       -      - 
read  a  second  time   .        .        .       •      - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  paased  - 
Canton,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repreienti- 
tives  authorizing  the  sale  of  certain  le^ 
tions  of  land  lying  within  the  District  of. 
twice  read,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment    - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  andpasaed    -       -      ' 
Capitol,  a  bill  from  the  Houae  of  Represcnti- 
tivea  making  further  appropriation  for 
continuing  the  work  upon  the,  iu^  resd 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  vrith  an  amendment    - 
read  the  third  time,  and  paased,  as  amended 
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^ardelll,  Peter,  Mr.  Danm  preeented  the  petition 

of,  referred    ---...    461 
adverse  report  thereon      ;.        .        .        •    675 
considered  and  ooneurred  in     -        -        -    678 
/ardinal,  John,  Mr  Johnson  of  Kentucky  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  read    ...    638 
^arey,  Matthew,  and  others,  Mr.  Sanlbrd  pre* 

sented  the  petition  of,  referred        -        -    266 
^armi,  Dlinois,  Mr.  Thomas  snbmitted  a  reao* 
Itttion  respecting  a  road  from,  to  Carljle 

in  said  SUte 855 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Post  Roads,  dtc S76 

/arrier,  Jonathan  D.,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented 

the  petition  of 480 

barter,  John  D.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  relief  of,  twice  read,  and 

referred 692 

reported  without  amendment    -        -        -    611 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -        -        •     663 
read  the  third  time,  anJ  paiwed  ...    673 
3assin,  Mary,  Mr.  Smith  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred  >  .  -  •  *  -311 
a  bill  for  the  relief  o^  read  ...  477 
read  a  second  time  .....  480 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    495 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .        •    498 
[destine,  a  bill  lor  the  relief  of  certain  persons 
who  have  paid  duties  on  certain  goods  im* 
ported  into,  read    .....      40 
read  a  second  time    .        .        .        •        «      42 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...      47 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -        -        .      57 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  amendments  ..•.<-    677 
considered,  and  concurred  in    -        -        -    686 
Cathcart,  James  Leander,  Mr.  Wilson  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  ....  666 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of^  read  twice  -  -  603 
on  motion,  laid  on  the  table  •  -  -  661 
taken  up,  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 663 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    672 
Uauses  depending  in  the  United  States  Courts, 
a  Message  from   the  President,  with  a 
report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  em- 
bracing returns  of  ....    689 

Davalier,  Anthony,  and  Peter  Pettit,  Mr.  John- 
son of  Louisiana  presented  the  petition 
of,  referred    ......      66 

a  bill  confirming  the  claims  of,  to  certain 
lands,  read    ......      80 

read  a  second  time    .....     101 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    367 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    370 

[?«nsus,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

to  provide  for  taking  the  fourth,  read      -    234 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred     -        •    287 
reported  without  amendment     ...    448 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    473 

amended,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

as  amended 478 

Certain  Crimea  against  the  United  States,  a  bill 

to  provide  for  the  punishment  of,  read  -  430 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  443 
reported  without  amendment  ...  489 
the  bill,  consuting  of  eighty-three  printed 

pages,  read  through  ....  566 
indefinitely  postponed        ....    676 


Pag«. 
Chadboume,  J.  R.,  and  others,  Mr.  Mellen  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred        .        .813 
said  committee  discharged,  and  petition  re- 
ferred to  that  on  Roads  and  Canals        -    368 
Champlin,   Oliver,  Mr.  Lanman  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        .        .        .        .       g 
Channing,  Walter,  Mr.  Hunter  preaented  the 

petition  of,  referred        .        -        -        -      83 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read       ....    439 

read  a  second  time 443 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    457 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    470 
Chaplains,  the  usual  resolution  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  two,  adopted     ....      10 
Chapman,  Thomas,   Mr.  Smith  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        ....      56 
adverse  report  thereon       ....      99 
considered  and  concurred  in      .  •      .        -     101 
Chapron,  M.,  and  others,  Mr.  Walker  of  Ala- 
bama presented  the  petition  of,  referred    668 
(See  Vine  and  OUveS 
Charlton,  John  and  Elisha  Douglas,  adverse  re- 
port on  the  petitions  of  -        .        .        .84 
considered  and  concurred  in       .        .        .     lOl 
Cheney  Beley.     (See  MeGrew,  Jakn,) 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company,  Mr.  Van 
Dyke  presented  the  petition  of  the,  re- 
ferred     360 

that  committee  discharged,  and  petition  re- 
ferred to  that  on  Roads  and  Canals  -  378 
Chippewa  and  Kickapoo  Indians,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  making  appro- 
priations to  carry  into  effect  treaties  with 
the,  read  three  times,  and  passed  -  .  695 
Choctaw  and  Chickasaw   Indians,  Mr.  Leake 

submitted  a  resolution  respecting  the      *    639 
the  latter  tribe  struck  out,  and  resolution 

agreed  to 551 

ChoUrd,  Sarah  F.,  Mr  Williams  of  Mississippi 

presented  the  petition  of,  referred    -        .      87 
Christian,  Rowleigh  C,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  present- 
ed the  petition  of,  referred      ...    499 
adverse  report  thereon       ....    947 
considered  and  concurred  in      .        -        .    649 
Claiborne,  Alabama,  Mr.  King  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the  representatives  of  Monroe 
county,  praying  that  the  title  of  a  certain 
lot  may  be  vested  in,  refbrred         -        -      84 
Mr.  K.  also  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Legislature,  praying  a  donation  of  certain 
lots  in  the  town  of,  referred    ...    462 
Claims,  appointment  of  the  standing  committee 

of 26 

Clark,  Margaret,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  .....    459' 
adverse  report  thereon       ....    479 
considered  and  concurred  in      .        -        .    478 
Clark,  Catharine.    (See  Biekleyf  DanUL) 
Clemon,  John,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read 638 

Clerks,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
supplementary  to  the  act  to  regulate  and 
fix  the  compensation  of  the,  read    -        -      46 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -      47 
reported  with  an  amendment     -        -        -      73 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended        -      77 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended      79 
a  report  from  the  Postmaster  General  of  the 
number  of,  in  his  Department 
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Clerkf,  report  on,  from  the  Secretaiy  of  War    -    299 
a  bill  from  the  Houie  of  Representativef  to 
*   increaae  the  number  of,  in  the  War  De- 
partment, read  twice      -        -        -        -    691 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaied  ...    696 
Clothing  of  the  Army,   a  Mesiage  from   the 
President  tranamitting  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,  in  compliance  with  a 
resolution  of  the  last  Congress,  on  the 
subject  of  using  articles  of  domestic  man- 
ufactures for,  referred     ....      79 
(See  Domestie  Manufactures,  bill,  ^c») 
Coast  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Trimble  submit^ 
ted  a  resolution  directing  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  to  cause  to  be  prepared  a  plan 
for  employing  the  Navy  in  completing  a 
survey  of  the         -----    650 
the  resolution  withdrawn  -        -        -        -    666 
Coffin,  William,  and  others,  a  bill  from   the 
House  of  Representatives  for  relief  of, 
read  twice,  and  referred  ...    698 

reported  without  amendment     •        -        -    604 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...        -    648 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    649 
Cole,  Phineas,   Mr.  Morril  presented  the  peti- 

tion  of 37 

adverse  report  thereon       -        -        -        -      81 
considered,  and  concurred  in     -        -        -    101 
Colhoun,  Hugh,  and  others,  Mr.  Burrill  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred        -        -    364 
Columbian  Institute,  Mr.  Horsey  presented  the 

memorial  of  the,  referred  -        -        -    67 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 

the  benefit  of  the,  read  twice  and  referred    600 

reported  without  amendment    -        -        .614 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        -        -    663 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        .        >    673 

Commerce  and  Manufrictures,  appointment  of 

the  standing  Committee  of    -        -        -      26 
Commercial  Regulations,  a  Message  from  the 
President  transmitting  a  coUection  from 
diioferent  foreign  countries  of  their,  read      23 
Compact  between  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  a 
joint  resolution  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives giving  the  consent  of  Con- 
gress to  a,  for  the  settlement  of  their 
boundary  line,  twice  read,  and  referred  -    617 
.    reported  without  amendment     -        -        -    626 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  .        .        -    662 

taken  up,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading   -    684 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .        -    687 
Cone,  S.  H.,  and  others,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tucky presented    the  memorial  of,   re- 

fcrred 472 

Conecah  Courthouse,  Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama, 
submitted  a  resolution  for  eatablishing  a 

land  office  at 237 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Public  Lands 266 

(See  Alabama.) 
Congress,  Mr.  Otis  submitted  a  resolution  for 

adjournment  of,  on  the  1 0th  of  A]*U,  read    620 
read  a  second  time    -        .       •        -        -    626 
day  changed  to  24th,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  ------    669 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    669 

returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  the  day  changed  to  16th  May         •    662 
considered,  and  concurreif  in     -        .        •    663 


V 

Congress,  Mr.  Morril  submitted,  a  resolution  fcr 

an  earlier  meeting  oC  than  the  day  fixed 

by  the  Constitution        -        -       -      -  577 

resolution  discussed,  and  negatived   -      -  555 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Reprcsentsti?n 

fixing  the  time  for  the  next  meeting  oC 

read €85 

read  a  second  time  -  -  -  -  -  687 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .       -      •  688 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •       >      -  691 
Conner,  William,  and  others,  Mr.  Noble  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred       -      -  436 
a  bill  granting  the  right  of  pre-emptioa  to, 

read m 

read  a  second  time    -        -        -       .      -  IK 
indefinitely  postponed        -        .       .      -  591 
Constitution,  Mr.  Noble  presented  a  resolutioa 
of  the  Legislature  of  Indiana  propowif 
an  amendment  to  the,  limiting  the  power 
of  Congress  in  the  chartering  of  banki, 
Ac,  read      *        .        -        ...  256 
(See  Banks,  also,  Ekciars  ofPrtndnt 
and  Vice  President,) 
Contracts,  report  of,  comprehending  the  year 

1819,  made  by  the  War  Department     •   11$ 
Converse,  Daniel,  and  George  Miller,  a  bill  firom 
the  House  of  Representatives  for  relief  oC 
twice  read,  and  referred  .       .      .  606 

reported  without  amendment  >  .  .  612 
oitlered  to  a  third  reading  -  .  .  .  659 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  *  ^ 

Cotton  and  Woollen  Manufoctnres,  Mr.  Borriil 
presented  a  memorial  firom  Providence, 
Rhode  Island,  praying  protection  fer,  re- 
ferred .  .  .  -  ...  41 
Mr.  Lloyd  presented  a  similar  memorial  frm 
inhabitants  of  Maryland  •       .      .    45 

Cravat,  Richard.    (See  MeGrew,  John,) 
Crawford,  Rhode,  Mr.  Walker  of  Alabama  pre* 

sented  the  petition  of,  referred  ^ 

adverse  report  thereon       .        ...  159 
concurred  in,  and  the  committee  dischaifed  ttO 
Crawford,  Thomas,  Mr.  ParrotI  presented  the 

petition  ot,  referred        -        ...  960 
Crawford,  Jonathan,  adverae  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of ^ 

considered  and  concurred  in      -       .      -  371 
Credit  on  Import  Duties,  Mr.  Pinkney  presented 
the  memorial  of  merchants  of  Baltimore, 
remonstrating  against  changing  the  ij>- 
tem  of,  referrad     -        .        -       -      .  368 
Creek  and  Cherokee  Indians,  a  Message  fiem 
the  President  recommending  an  appro- 
priation to  defray  the  expenses  of  a  pro- 
posed treaty  with  the    -        -       -      .  5i() 
referred  to  the  Conunittee  on  Indian  Affitin  ^ 
the  report  of  said  committee  read       -      -  ^'^ 
Crook,  Peter.    (See  JVeiMom,  JoskwL) 
Cutting,  Nathaniel,  Mr.  King  of  New  York 

presented  the  memorial  of,  referred       -   ^"^ 

D. 

Dana,  Samuel  W.,  of  Connecticut,  attended  •  [ 
speech  of,  on  the  Maine  and  Missouri  hill  •  ^^' 
remarks  of,  on  the  Military  Appropriation 

biU M6;6» 

remarks  of,  on  General  Appropriation  bill  ^^ 
remarks  o(  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the 

two  Houses  on  the  same       -       ^    6S1,^ 


XIU 


INDEX. 


XIV 


Senate  Proceed4nff8  and  Dd>aUs, 


Page. 
Danvillef  Mr.  Palmer  aabmitteJ  a  resolution  re- 
specting a  road  from  Montpelier  to,  in 

Yermoot 39 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads  -        -        -      42 

DaTiB,  Lathrop,  Mr.  Lanman  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  to  Pension  Committee      26 
adverse  report  thereon       -        -        -        -      76 
considered  and  concurred  in      -        -        -      79 

Declaration  of  Independence.    (See  Binna.) 

Defaulters,  a  bill  providing  for  the  more  prompt 

recovery  of  debts  due  by,  read        -        -    658 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  ------    676 

De  Krafil,  Edward.    (See  Bioren,  John.) 
Delafield,  John,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  me- 
morial of,  referred  -        -        -        -      31 

adverse  report  thereon       .        .        -        -    488 
considered  and  concurred  in      -        -        -    601 
Delisle,  Anthony  8.    (See  Dudley ^  Edward B,) 

Denton,  Little,  dc  Co.,  and  Herman  Hendrick,  a 

bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 

relief  of,  read         -----  42 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -  46 

reported  without  amendment    .        -        -  369 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        •  372 

Deputy  Surveyors,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson, 
of  Kentucky,  the  Committee  of  Public 
Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  making  provision  for  pay* 
ment  of  full  compensation,  dec,  to  -  478 
the  said  committee  asked  to  be  discharged  -  630 
the  discharge  concurred  in         -        -        -    634 

Deslonde,  Rosalie  P.,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisi- 
ana, presented  the  petition  of,  referred   -  66 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read        -        .        .  488 

read  a  second  time 490 

ordered  to  a  third  reading         -        .        -  496 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -  498 
Despard,  John,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sanford,  the 

claim  of,  was  referred     ...        -  265 

the  committee  discharged  •        .        -        >  694 

Destrahan,  Noel,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred        -        -  65 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  twice  read        -        -  601 
ordered  to  a  third  reading          •        -        -  613 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    .        -        -  616 

Detroit,  a  bill  to  revive  the  powers  of  the  com- 
missioners for  the  district  of,  6lc»,  read   -  603 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -  606 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 661 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  663 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
annex  certain  lands  to  the  district  of,  read 

twice,  and  referred         ...        -  617 

reported  without  amendment     ...  620 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .        -  674 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  676 
a  bill  relating  to  Green  Bay  and  Prairie  du 

Chien,  in  the  district  of,  read  •        •  626 

read  a  second  time 628 

Dickerson,  Mahlon,  of  New  Jersey,  attended     -        9 
remarks  of,  on  the  Bankrupt  bill        -     493,  630 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  clothing  the 
Army,  dtc.    ------    608 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  tariff  -    666 
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Discriminating  Duties,  Mr.  Otis  presented  the 
memorial  of  merchants  and  ship-owners 
of  Boston,  praying  measures  to  counter- 
vail the,  dLc,  referred    -        -        -        -41 
Mr.  Sanford,  the  same,  from  the  New  York 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  referred  to  same       68 
District  of  Columbia,  appointment  of  the  com- 
mittee for  the        -        -        -        -        -      27 
en  motion  of  Mr.  Roberts,  the  said  commit- 
tee were  instructed  to  inquire  whether  any 
legal  provisions  are  necessary  to  accom- 
modate the  courts  in  said  District  -        -      28 
a  bill  providing  for  the  accommodation  of 

the  circuit  court  in  the,  twice  read  -  33 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  34 
Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  submitted  a  reso- 
lution authorizing  a  delegate  from  the  -  661 
ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table  ...  668 
taken  up,  agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the 666 

adverse  report  thereon       ....    662 
considered  and  concurred  in      -        -        -    666 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
alter  the  times  of  the  sessions  of  the  cir- 
cuit and  district  courts  of  the,  twice  read, 

and  referred -    600 

reported  with  amendment         ...    676 
read  the  third  time,  and  poased  as  amended    678 
District  Judges,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Walker,  of 
Georgia,  the  Judiciary  Committee  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  increasing  the  salaries  of  the    -        -    470 
a  bill  increasing  the  consumption  of  the, 

twice  read -    657 

the  third  reading  lost  by  a  tie  vote  -  -  696 
reconsidered,  and  bill  laid  on  the  table  •  608 
Dix,  John  A.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  -  -  24 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  28 
reported  without  amendment  -  -  -  35 
ordered  to  a  third  reading        -        -        -      39 

read  the  third  time 42 

third  reading  resumed,  and  bill  passed        -      66 
Dobson,  John  and  others,  Mr.  Logan  presented 

the  memorial  of,  referred        ...    497 
Dobson,  Thomas,  and  Son,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred        ...     100 
committee  discharged        ....    675 
Documents,  a  bill  authorizing  the  transmission 

of  certain,  free  of  postage,  read  twice     -      20 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -      21 
Domestic  Manufectures,  Mr.  Sanford  presented 
the  petition  of  the  American  Society  of 
New  York  for  the  encouragement  of,  re- 
ferred     38 

Mr.  Lanman  presented  a  similar  one  from 

Connecticut,  referred      ....      75 
Mr.  Sanford  presented  a  similar  petition 

from  boot  and  shoemakers  of  New  York      78 
Mr.  Dickerson  presented  a  similar  petition 

from  sundry  citizens  of  Pennsylvania      -     119 
Mr.  Trimble  presented  a  similar  petition 

from  citizens  of  Ohio     .        -        -        -    237 
a  bill  to  provide  for  clothing  the  army  in, 

read      -        - 488 

read  a  second  time  ....    490 

ordered  to  a  third  reading        -        -        -    611 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -    613 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
with  amendments  ....    626 
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bill  agreed  to,  with  an  amendment  to  the 

amendment*  .....    674 

the  Hoaae  of  Representatives  and  Senate 

both  insist 686 

Mr.  San  ford  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  New  York  relative  to  the 
protection  of,  read  ....    587 

Donnell,  John  and  others,  Mr.  Lloyd  presented 

the  memorial  of,  referred        ...    661 
Dougherty,  John,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        -        -        -        -    480 
adverse  report  thereon        ....    677 
considered,  and  concurred  in     -        -        -    638 
Douglas,  Elisha,  Mr.  Miller  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred     .        «...      37 
(See  Chartian,  John,) 
Duane,  William,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of 
Kentucky,  the  Military  Committee  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  making  a  certain  allowance  to        -    276 
that  committee  discharged,  and  the  subject 
referred  to  the  War  Department    -        -    676 
Dudley,  Edward  B.,  and  John  M.  Vandeef,  Mr. 

Stokes  presented  the  petition  of,  referred      46 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  (including  Anthony 

8.  Delisle,^  read 118 

read  a  second  time    -        -        .        .        .     169 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    366 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -    370 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  amendment  .        -        -        -        .    666 
considered,  and  concurred  iu    •        -        -     668 
Duelling,  Mr.  Morril  submitted  resolutions  con- 
cerning        --_,..    597 

laid  on  the  table 636 

Dunn,  Sarah,  Mr.  Mellen  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred    --•-..     169 
adverse  report  thereon      ....    452 
Duplet,  Mare  Marie,  sen.,  Mr.  Gaillard  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred         •        -        -     156 
adverse  report  thereon       ....    432 
considered,  and  concurred  in     -        -        -    436 
Duponceau,  Peter  8.  and  others,  Mr.  Dickerson 

presented  the  memorial  of,  referred        -     119 
Duties,  a  bill  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
with  an  abstract  of  the  emoluments,  Ac, 
of  officers  employed  in  the  collection  of, 

read 460 

Daverge,  Barthelemy,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisi- 
ana presented  the  petition  of,  referred     -      66 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read       *.        .        .    463 

read  a  second  time 466 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -    461 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    462 

£. 
Easton,  Rufus,  and  heirs  of  James  Brnfl^  Mr. 
Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  preaented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  .....    432 
committee  discharged        ....    676 
Eaton,  John  H.,  of  Tennessee,  attended  .        .        9 
speech  o(  on  the  Bankrupt  bill  •        -        -    608 
on  the  biU  for  relief  of  sufferers  ia  the  Sem- 
inole war 626 

on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses 
on  the  appropriation  bill        -        •        •    688 
Edwards,  Ninian,  of  Illinois,  attended      •        •        9 
speech  of,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Roberts  to 
exclude  slavery,  6cc       -        -        -        -187 


Edwards,  Ninian — continued.  Ptge. 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  reepeeling  ssles  of 
public  lands  -        -        -        -       -      -  4J0 

on  the  bill  to  suspend  the  sale  or  ibrfeiliire 
of  lands,  dec        -        -        -       -      -   4(iS 

on  the  bill  making  further  provision  ibr  tlie 

sales  of  public  lands      -  -      •  4Bt 

on  the  military  appTDpriatioos   -       -    546,  556 
Electors  of  President  and  Vice  PkesideBt,  Mr. 
Dickerson    submitted    a    lesolutioa  to 
amend  the  Constitution  as  itiespedstlK 
choice  of,  read        -        •        .       .      .    iS 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee of  five        -        -        ...    24 
reported  without  amendment     -       .      .    40 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .       .      .  S33 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -       .      .  379 
Elliot,  Jonathan.    (See  Law^  Jokau) 
Elliott,  John,  of  Georgia,  attended   -       .      •     9 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  Roberts's  slavery  resolii- 

tion ISd 

on  the  bill  for  relief  of  the  Savannah  rafEsien  5!S 
Ellis,  David,  «nd  others,,  Mr.  Otis  presented  tbe 

petition  of,  deferred        -        ...  60! 
Engrossed  Bills,  appointment  of  committee  on     U 
Enrolled  Bills,  appointment  of  the  committee  os     10 
Equitable  Claims,  Mr.  Macon  submitted  a  ptop> 
osition  that  authority  ought  to  b«  given 
to  the  Treasury  Department  to  eztiaioe 
and  settle  all,  dec.  -         -        .••(73 
Executive  Offices,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives making  appropriations  to  nip> 
ply  deficiencies  in  sppropriations  bereto* 
fore  made  for  completing  the  Gapitoi  tod 
President's  House  and  erecting  two  nev  2^ 
read  a  first  time         -        -        .       •      .  3T€ 
read  a  second  time^  and  referred  -  ^ 

reported  without  amendment     -       .      .  SU 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .       .      -  3(3 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -       .      -  366 
Expenditure  and  Application  of  Moneys,  repoit 
of  the  Secretary  of  War  oomprebeoding 
a  statement  of       -        -        .       -      -    7S 
a  similar  report  firom  the  Secretafy  of  tbs 

Navy ^ 

Expenditures  for  Contingencies,  report  of  tbe 

SecreUry  of  War  of    -        -       -        *  l^" 
Extension  of  Time,  on  public  lands,  Mr.  Noble 
presented  the  memorial  of  the  Legirfttoie 
of  Indiana,  praying  an,  referred     -      -  366 
a  similar  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  Mii- 
sissippi  referred      -        -        .       .      -  371 
Extra  Compensation,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  a 
resolution  directing  the  allowance  d,  to 
certain  officers  and  servants  of  the  Sen- 
ate,  twice  read       -        -        "       *      '    « 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        "       '  m! 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -       .      .  691 

F. 

Farral,  Samuel,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  the  pe» 

tition  of ** 

Farmers*  Bsnk  of  Alexandria,  Mr.  PleasanUpfe- 
sented  the  petition  of,  for  extension  sod 
inclusion  therewith  of  the  Union  Bsnk,    ^ 
referred  -        -        -        -       "     .'    '' 

Finance,  appointment  of  the  standing  cofflmi^ 

tee  of "* 

BO  much  of  the  Message  ss  relates  to>  r^ 
ferred  to  said  committee  .      -    39 
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Finely  a  Masaage  from  the  Pieaidant,  with  a  ra* 
port  from  the  Secretarr  of  State  embracing 
a  liat  of,  incnrred  under  the  act  to  paniah 
certain  Crimea,  Jtc        ....    490 
Finney,  Elkanah,  and  others,  a  bill  from  the 
Houie  of  Representativee  fer  relief  of, 
read  twice,  and  referred         ...    592 
reported  withoat  amendment     ...    604 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        •        •    649 
read  the  third  time  and  pasaed  -        •        -    661 
Fire  Engines,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Morri],  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Colambia  were 
inatracted  to  inquire  whether  the  acta  to 
pnrchasea  had  been  executed  •        .        .    689 
Flood,  Martha,  a  bill  from  the  Mouae  for  relief 

of,  read  twice  and  referred     ...    593 
reported  without  amendment     ...    687 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        •        •    675 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaeed  ...    678 
Foreign  Commerce  of  the  united  Statea,  a  bill 
to  provide  for  obtaining  accurate  atate- 
menta  of  the,  read         ....      28 
read  a  second  time    -        ....      66 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        >        -        -      68 
read  the  third  time,  end  passed  ...      74 
Foreign  GohJ  Coins,  Mr.  Otis  submitted  a  reso- 
lution respecting    .....    313 
Mr.  Johnson,  of  I^uisiana,  presented  a  me- 
morial of  the  Legislature  of  that  State  on 
the  subject  of,  both  referred   -        -        «    612 
Foreign  Relations,  appointment  of  the  atanding 

committee  of S6 

Foreign  Ships  of  War  and  Privateera,  so  much 
of  the  Message  as  relates  to  the  designa- 
tion of  particular  ports  for  the  admiauon 
of,  referred  to  the  Naval  Committee        -      29 
said  committee  discharged,  and  the  subject 

referred  to  that  of  Foreign  Relations       -      66 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representativea, 
designating  the  ports  withm  whidi,  shall 
be  permitted  to  enter,  read  twice    -        -     691 
read  Uie  third  time,  and  passed  ...    696 
Forfeiture  of  Lands,  Mr.  Noble  submitted  a  reso- 
lution to  suspend  the  sale  or  -        -        -      32 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Public  Landa        -----      34 
a  bill  further  to  suspend  the  aale  or,  read  -    417 
read  a  second  time    .....    426 
read  the  third  time,  and  pasaed  ...    489 
Forging  Papers  or  Vouchers,  Mr.  Eaton  submit- 
ted a  reaolution  instructing  the  Judicianr 
Committee  to  inquire  whether  any  amend- 
ment is  necessary  in  th^  criminal  code  to 
punish  persons  guilty  of       -        .        -      77 
agreed  to,  and  so  referred  >        -        .        .      yg 
Fonnan,  William  Gordon.   (See  Hunt,  AbigaiL) 
Fowler,  Christopher,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read      21 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -      26 
report  of  said  committee    -        -        -        -      38 
bill  recommitted        .....      46 
a  report  recommending  rejection,  read        -      73 
Francia,  B.  de  la,  Mr.  Brown  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred     .....    534 
the  committee  discharged  ....    593 
Francia,  Ann,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  and  the  legal 

representatives  of  Tench  Francia,  read  -  634 
read  a  second  time  .....  537 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  575 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  ...    678 
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nking  Privilege,  Mr.  Wilson  submitted  a  res- 
olution extending  the,  to  the  President 
pro  tern,  of  the  Senate  and  Speaker  of  the 
llouae  of  Representatirea       ...    433 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Post  Office 
Committee    ......    433 

Fraser,  Angua  O.,  and  othera,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Rrpresentatives  for  the  relief  of, 
read  twice,  and  referred         ...    600 
reported  without  amendment     -        -        -    611 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    674 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    676 
Freeman,  Theron,  Mr.  Ruggles  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  -        ...        .        .    299 

adverse  report  thereon      ....    426 

considered,  and  concurred  in    -        -        -    436 
French  Ships  and  Vessels,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  impose  a  new  ton- 
nage duty  on,  read  twice        ...    694 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    696 
Frontiers  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Johnson,  of 
Kentucky,  submitted  a  resolution  relating 
to  the  protection  of  the  -        -        -        .    605 
considered,  and  laid  on  the  table        -        -    616 
Furniture  of  the  old  Senate  Chamber,  Mr.  Rob- 
erta submitted  a  resolution  directing  the 

sale  of  the 29 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Buildings     ......      32 

O. 

Gaillard,  John,  of  South  Carolina,  attended      -        9 
election  of,  aa  Preaidcnt  nro  tempore  -        -    236 
Gaillard,  Theodore.    (See  Bay,  EMu  HntL) 
Galleriea  of  the  Senate  Chamber,  Mr.  ^  tokea 
aubmitted  a  reaolution  of  inquiry  in  1  o  the 
expediency  of  enlarging  the  ...    632 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Commit  ce  on 
the  Public  Buildings     ....    634 
Gaudry  &  Dufaure,  the  memorial  of,  referred  to 

the  Finance  Committee         ...    432 
General  Post  Office,  a  bill  from  the  Houae  of 
Representativea  for  repairing  the  roof  of 
the,  dec,  read  twice       ....    698 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...        -    693 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed                -    696 
Georgia,   Mr.  Walker  aubmitted  a  reaolution 
instructing  the  Judiciary  Committee  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increasing 
the  salary  of  the  district  judge  for  the  dis- 
trict of  812 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  aaid  committee  -    313 
the  Preaident  preaented  the  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of,  respecting  the  territory  in 
said  State  held  by  certain  Indian  tribes, 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Allairs       -        -        -        -        -    539 
Mr.  Elliott  presented  the  copy  of  an  act  of 
the  Legislature  of,  to  which  the  conaent 
of  Congress  ia  aaked,  referred        -        -    431 
a  bill  declaring  the  assent  uf  Congress  to  the 

said  act,  read 488 

read  a  aeoond  time    -        -        -        >     .  -    490 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    685 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    594 
Georgetown,  the  committee  to  whom  was  refer- 
red the  memorial  of  the  inhabitants  of, 
praying  for  a  separate  court  west  of  Rock 
Creek,  were  discharged  ...    656 
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Ghent,  a  disauaion  on  the  neecMity  of  contina- 
ing  the  office  of  Agent  of  the  ComniMion- 
en  nnder  the  Treaty  of         -        -        -    673 
Gilefy  Aqnila,  Mr.  King  of  New  York  preaent- 

ed  the  petition  of,  referred  -  -  -312 
adverse  report  thereon  ....  439 
Godfrey  Gabriel,  Mr.  Rnggles  preaented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  .....  234 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of|  read  ...  477 
read  a  second  time  .....  480 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    492 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -        -    495 

Goetz  and  Weatphal,  Mr.  Roberts  preaented  the 

petition  of,  referred        ....    490 
a  bill  for  the  relief  ot,  and  the  heirs  of  Abra- 
ham Nippe,  read   .....    466 
read  a  second  time    .....    469 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    462 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...    467 
Government,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, making  appropriations  for  the  top- 
port  of,  for  the  year  1820,  road       .        -    625 
read  a  second  time,  and  rafenred  .     626 

reported  with  amendments  ...  665 
road  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  676 
the  House  of  Representatives  agree  to  some 

of  the  amendments,  and  disagree  to  others  677 
the  Senate  receded  firom  the  amendments 

disagroed  to -    689 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  in 

addition  to  the  above  ....  687 
twice  read,  and  referred  ....  689 
reported  without  amendment,  road  the  third 

time,  and  passed 696 

Grant,  Vincent,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred     -        -        ...      36 
a  bill  for  rolief  of,  road       ....    364 

read  a  second  time 869 

the  third  reading  negatived        ...    600 
Grant,  Herbert,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  peCi. 

tion  of,  referred     .....    547 
adverse  report  thereon       ....    677 
considered  and  concurred  in      .        -        -    684 
Greene,  James,  A  Co.,  Mr.  Wilson  presented  the 

Jietition  of,  referred        -        -        -        -      27 
ames,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred  to  War  Department     -        -    467 
Groen,  Peter  Manns,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson, 

had  leave  to  withdraw  his  papers   -        -    677 
Guerlain,  Lewis  H^  Mr.  Johnson  of  Leuiiiana 

presented  the  petition  of,  referred  -        -      66 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read         ...    620 
read  a  third  time      .....    622 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    674 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .    676 

Gulf  of  Mexico,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  sub- 
mitted  a  resolution  of  inquiry  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  for  the  purchase 
of  a  sufficient  number  of  ▼essels  to  protect 
the  commerce  of  the  United  States  in  the    417 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Naval  Com- 
mittee .......    426 

(See  Veeeth  of  War^ 

H. 

Hackley,  Richard  8.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  the  relief  of,  twice 

read 692 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        -  ^     •    696 


Haley,  Samuel,  Mr.  Parrott  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred     .        -        .         -        -    969 
(See  hiee  of  Shook.) 
Hall,  Caleb  B.,  and  othera,  Mr.  Mellen  present- 
ed the  petition  of,  referred      -        -       -     3S 
Hall,  Margaret,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of,  twice  read  *        -698 
indefinitely  postponed        -        *        -        -    696 
Hanson,  Alexander  C,  on  motion  of  Mr.  San- 
ford it  was  resolved  to  wear  crape  the 
usual  time,  for  the  late,  a  member  of  the 

Senate U 

Hardeman,  Thomas,  Mr.  Eaton  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        >        .         .       .     )s 
the  committee  disdiaiged .        >         .       -    675 
Harding,  John,  and  GUes.    (See  iVSeAo/b,  .Ma.) 
Harpole,  George,  and  Antoine  Brown,  Mr.  Ea- 
ton presented  the  petition  oi;  referred     -    480 
the  committee  disdiarged  -        >         .        -    623 
leave  granted  to  withdraw  his  papen         -    688 

Hart,  Eli,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  petition  o( 

referred         ......     88 

a  bill  for  the  relief  o^  read        -         -        -     38 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading         ......     34 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .38 

Hart,  Robert,  and  others,  Mr.  Brown  presented 

the  memorial  of,  referred        -         .       .     55 
Hart,  Ephraim,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred     -        -         .         -        -   460 
adverse  report  thereon       -        -         -       .   488 
considered,  and  concurred  in      -        -       .538 
Hawley,  Daniel,  the  President  communicated 

the  petition  of,  referred  .        >        -       -    \\% 
the  committee  discharged  -        .        -       -   678 
Hayes,  Jamea,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  -        .        -        .       -    480 
adverse  report  thereon       -        .         .        .    577 
Haynea,  David,  and  others,  Mr.  Mellen  present- 
ed the  petition  of,  referred      .         .       -     31 

Haxlehurst,  Robert.    (See  Ingrahamt  Henry.) 
Heaps,  John,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Reprs- 
sentativea  for  relief  of  the  widow  of,  twice 
read,  and  referred  •        -        -        .       -    600 
reported  without  amendment     .        .       .611 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        •       .    653 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        >    673 

Hendricks,  Harmon.    (See  Denton^  LUtk^  and 

Comfonv,) 
Henly,  David,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      -        ....     36 
a  bill  authoriiing  payment  to,  for   certain 

muskets,  read  .....  73 
read  a  aecond  time  .....  78 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  .  .  81 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  85 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  an  amendment      .        .        .        .561 
considered,  and  concurred  in     .        .        .565 
Henriek,  the  Danish  brigantine,  a  mesaage  trans- 
mitting sundry  papen  in  relation  to  the 
case  of,  referred  to  the   Committee  of 
Foreign  Relations  ....     39 

Herington,  Elisha,  Mr.  Edwards  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        .        .        .        -    531 
Herington,  Elisha,  and  others,   Mr.  Edwards 
presented  also  another  petition  of,  r^erred 
to  aame 561 


XXI 


INDEX. 


xxu 


Senate  Procudinffs  and  Debates, 


Hibbard,  Shnbael  P.,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  .... 

Hightower,  Thomis,  Mr.  Gaillard  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        .... 

adTene  report  thereon       .... 

considered,  and  concurred  in     - 

Hodge,  George.    (See  Barry ^  Edward.) 

Hodgson,  Rebecca,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        ... 

adverse  report  thereon       ... 

considered,  and  concurred  in      -        . 

Hooker,  Samuel  P.,  Mr.  Morril  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        ... 

adverse  report  thereon       ... 

report,  d»%,  recommitted  ... 

a  further  unfavorable  report 

considered,  and  concurred  in     - 

Horsey,  Outerbridge,  of  Delaware,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  the  District  Banks  bDl 
Hughes,  James,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep 
resentatives  for  relief  of,  read  twice,  and 
referred         -        •        -        .        . 
reported  without  amendment     - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  . 
Hunt,  Ab^ah,  and  William  Gordon  Forman,  a 
bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  the  relief  o^  twice  read,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendments        ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  with  the  amend- 
ments --..... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended 
Hunter,  William,  of  Rhode  Island,  attended     - 
remarks  of,  on  the  Bankrupt  bill 
remarks  of,  on  the  claim  of  the  Winters   - 

Hunter,  Thomas,  Mr.  Ruggles  submitted  a  res- 
olution instructing  the  Committee  of 
Claims  to  provide  for  settling  the  claims 
of         -- 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  said  committee  - 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read        ... 

read  a  second  time    -        -        .        .        . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

I. 

Illinois,  Mr.  Thomas  submitted  a  resolution,  in- 
structing the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
establishing  additional  districts  for  the  sale 
of  public  lands  in  the  State  of  .  • 
resolution  agreed  to,  and  referred  accord- 
ingly      

Importations,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  New 
York,  recommending  the  continuance  of 
the  present  mode  of  collecting  duties  on, 
referred  ...... 

Imports,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  regulate  the  duties  on,  read  twice, 
and  referred  -.-... 
reported  with  amendments        ... 
postponed  till  next  session         ... 
Imports  and  Tonnage,  a  bill  to  continue  in  force 
the  act  supplementary  to  the  act  to  regu- 
late the  collection  of  the  duties  on,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  an  amendment     ... 
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ImporU  and  Tonn8ge-~continued.  Page, 
bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading     ...    362 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    366 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  an  amendment,  nnd  concurred  in    -    600 
Indian  Affairs,  appointment  of  the  standing  com- 
mittee on -      67 

Indian  Trade,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  sub- 
mitted a  resolution,  instructing  the  said 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  amending  the  system  of      .        .        -      80 
report  of  said  committee,  that  a  change  of 

the  system  is  inexpedient  ...  575 
considered,  and  concurred  in  -  •  .  '696 
a  bill  for  the  better  regulation  of,  read  -  417 
read  a  second  time  .....  439 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  4^0 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  .  462 
Mr.  Trimble  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing        461 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs        .....    457 

Indiana,  Mr.  Noble  presented  the  memorial  of 
the  Legislature  of,  relating  to  a  certain 
township  of  land  in,  referred  -        -        -    313 
Indians,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  presented 
the  memorial  of  the  yearly  meeting  of 
Friends,  respecting  the  civiUzation  of  the, 
referred         ......    394 

Indulgence  Bill.     (See  Forfeiture.) 
Ingraham,  Henry,  and  others,  Mr.  Smith  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred         -        -      38 
*    adverse  report  thereon       -        -        -        -     168 

considered,  and  concurred  in      -        -        *    200 
Inland  Frontier,  Mr.  Trimble  submitted  a  reso- 
lution, directing  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
cause  to  be  prepared  a  plan  for  employing 
the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Army,  in 
making  an  accurate  survey  of  the  -        .    660 
referred  to  the  Military  Committee     -        -    666 
Internal  Duties  and  Direct  Tax,  annual  report 

of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on      -      29 

Invalid  Pensioners,  a  bill  concerning,  read        -    697 

read  a  second  time    .....    603 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....     648 

indefinitely  postponed        ....    663 

Invalid  Pensions,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resen^tives  to  revive  and  continue  in 
force,  for  one  year,  the  act  concerning, 
read  three  times,  and  passed  ...  696 
Irwin,  Alexander,  Mr.  Noble  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred 76 

Isaac,  Robert.  (See  Remisnon  of  Duties^ 
Isles  of  Shoals,  Mr.  Parrott  presented  the  memo- 
rial  of  sundry  merchants,  and  others,  of 
Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  praying 
the  erection  of  a  lighthouse  on  the,  re- 
ferred     100 

a  bill  to  authorize  the  erection  of  a  light- 
house, dec.,  read 488 

read  a  second  time  .....  490 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  590 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  694 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  an  amendment,  and  agreed  to        -    694 
a  bill  authorizing  the  repair  of  a  sea  wall  at 

the,  read 677 

read  a  second  time 684 

ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table   ...    687 
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J.  Pmge. 

Jackson,  Major  General  Andrew,  Mr.  King,  of 
New  York,  presented  the  memorial  of,  in 
relation  to  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  subject  of  the  Seminole  campaign, 
made  at  tbe  last  session,  laid  on  the  table 
ordered  to  be  printed        ^        .        .        . 

Jackson,  Sally,  Mr.  Parrott  presented  the  petition 

of,  ODferred    -        -        -        -        •        -461 
committee  discharged        ....    673 

Jackson,  George,  Mr.  Trimble  presented  the  pe- 
tition of 

.    committee  discharged        .... 
Johnson,  Henry,  of  Louisiana,  attended    - 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  making  further  pro- 
vision for  the  sale  of  public  lands    - 

Johnson,  Richard  M.,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  Kentucky,  in  place  of  J.  J. 
Crittenden,  resigned,  produced  his  creden- 
tials, &c.       --.-.. 
speech  of,  on  his  resolution  concerning  the 
Indian  trade  ---••• 
op  the  Maine  and  BCissouri  bill- 
on his  resolutions  concerning  the  nsTigmtion 

of  the  Ohio,  &c 441 

on  the  bill  making  further  proTiaion  for  the 

sale  of  public  lands        •        -        - 
on  his  resolution  for  giving  a  Delegate  to  the 

District  of  Columbia      •        -        . 
remarks  of,  on  receding  from  an  amend- 
ment    ....... 

on  the  bill  for  clothing  the  Army 

Jones,  George  W.,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the 
memorial  of,  referred     -        .        .        . 
Jones,  Fielding,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of,  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred   -•--...    693 
reported  without  amendment     ...    597 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    641 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    644 

Jones,  Charles,  J.  and  Richard  Buckner,  a  bill 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  re- 
lief of,  read  twice,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  -        .        .        . 

read  tjlie  third  time,  and  passed 

Jourdan,  B.  and  P.,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Lonisinna 
presented  the  petition  of,  referred  - 
the  committee  discharged  .        *        . 

Journals  of  the  Old  Convention,  Ac,  a  Message 
from  t,ho  President  giving  the  informa- 
tion that  certain  copies  of  the,  which  had 
been  ordered  to  be  printed  were  depoaited 
in  the  State  Department  subject  to  the 
order  of  Congress  -        . 

a  joint  resolution  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  further  distribution  of 
the,  twice  read,  and  referred  ... 

reported  with  an  amendment    -        .        - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading         ... 

resd  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended 

another  resolution  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  distribution  of  certain  co- 
pies  of  the,  twice  read,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment     ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
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Journals  of  the  Senate,  previous  to  the  year 
1814,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Barbour,  the  Ju- 
diciary Committee  were  instructed  u»  in- 
quire into  the  state  of  the,  ^cc 

report  of  said  committee   -        .        -      . 

ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table  - 

resolution  adopted  to  print  three  hundred 
copies  of  the  -        -        -       -      - 

Journals  and  State  Papers,  Mr.  Roberts  sabmit- 
ted  a  resolution  of  inquiry  whether  any 
regulation  be  expedient  to  increase  the 
number  of  copies  of^  hereafter  to  be 
printed  .--.-- 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  a  committee 

report  of  said  committee    -        .        -      . 

considered  and  concurred  in      -       -      • 

Judicial  System,  a  bill  further  to  extend  the, 

read      ...         .        .       -      - 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment     - 

a  bill  further  to  amend  tbe,  by  forming  an 
additional  circuit,  read  twice,  and  retried 

reported  without  amendment    .       -      . 

indefinitely  postponed       -        -       -      - 

Judiciary,  appointment  of  the  standing  comnil- 

t^  on  the     -        -        -        -       -      • 

K. 

Kaualer,  W.  C,  Mr.  Walker  of  Georgia  pie- 
sented  the  petition  of,  referred 
adverse  report  thereon       .        .       .      • 
(See  Remisnon  ofDuiieM.) 
Kennedy,  Anthony,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred         .        .       .      - 
the  committee  discharged 
leave  to  withdraw  his  papers 
Kentucky  Ohio  Canal  Company,  Mr.  JohasM, 
of  Kentucky,  submitted  a  resolotiso  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  subscnbiog 
to  the  stock  of  the  -        .       .      • 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Roads  and  Canals     -        -       • 
Kermion,  Labedoyere  de,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Loois- 
iana  presented  the  petition  of,  lefened  • 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read         .       .      • 
read  a  second  time   -        -        -       •      - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     - 

Key,  Francis  8.,  and  others,  Mr.  Lloyd  presented 
the  petition  of,  referred 

King,  William  R.,  appointed  a  Senator  br  the 
Legislature  of  Alabama,  produced  hii 
credentials,  dec  .  -  .  -  - 
lot  drawn  to  serve  three  years  -  '  '  «] 
remarks  of,  on  the  sale  of  public  lande  448, 4el 
on  reconsidering  the  Bankrupt  bill  -  -  ^ 
on  the  general  Appropriation  bill  -  -  ^ 
on  the  dissgreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houtee  5k 

King,  Rnfus,  appointed  by  the  Legislature  of 

New  York,  produced  his  credentials,  dec 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  change  the  mode  of 

disposing  of  the  public  lands  -       •      - 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  respecting  the  sale  or    ^ 

forfeiture  of  land  -        .        -       -    465,  ij' 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Edwards  -       -       "      '  |S 

on  the  bill  for  adjuatment  of  land  claime   •  ^ 

on  the  Bankrupt  bill         .        .       - 

on  reconsidering  the  vote  on  the  same 
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KlBg,  Rafas,  remarks  of— continued.  Page, 

on  allowing  a  Delegate  from  the  DiatrkI  of 

Colnmbia 566 

on  the  General  Appropriation  bill  -  570,  573 
on  the  bill  reapecting  the  District  banks  -  645 
on  the  sla^e  trade  reaolntions    •        .        .    698 

Konkopot,  Jacob,  and  others,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representativea  for  relief  of, 
read  tWtQe,  and  referred         ...    593 
reported  without  amendment    ...    599 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    647 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    649 

Krittman,  Joaeph,  report  of  the  Secretaiy  of 

State  on  the  memorial  of       -        -        -    ^tS 

L. 

Lagon,  Joseph,  Mr.  Van  Djke  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        ....    430 

Land,  sold  and  unsold,  report  from  the  Secretaiy 
of  the  Treasnry,  with  statements  of  the 
qaantitj  of,  in  certain  States  -        •        .    523 

Land  Claims,  a  bill  snpplementarj  to  the  several 
acts  for  the  adjustment  of,  in  the  State  of 

I^ouisiana  and  Territory  of  Missouri^  read  159 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -  SdS 

reported  with  amendments        ...  489 

amendments  considered,  and  adopted         •  536 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  539 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  540 

Land  Office,  Mr.  Noble  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  the  Legislature  of  Indiana  on  the 
subject  of  an  additional,  at  Brownstown, 
referred     -    -        -        -        -        .        -      56 
report  of  inexpediency      -        .        •        -     119 
considered,  and  concurred  in      -        -        -     157 
Lands,  purchased  of  Indians,  Mr.  Trimble  sub- 
mitted two  resolutions  of  inquiry  in  re- 
lation to  the  expenditures  for  -        -    562 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Treasuiy  De- 
partment      ......    565 

Languille,  Francis  B.,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louis- 
iana presented  the  petition  of,  refened  -  55 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  ...  466 
read  a  second  time  •  -  -  -  -  470 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  473 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  478 

LanmaOv  James,  of  Connecticut,  attended        -  9 

remarks  of,  on  the  Bankrupt  bill       -        -  530 

on  the  Military  appropriations  -       •        -  656 

on  reconsidering  the  vote  on  the  Bankrupt 

bill 568 

Larkins,  James,  Mr.  Dana  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred 860 

advene  report  thereon       ....  869 

conaideredt  and  ooncorred  in     -        •       •  649 

Lanb,  Conrad,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Hepre- 
sentattves  for.relief  of  th6  legal  represent- 
ativea of,  read  twioe,  and  referred  -        -    692 
reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed    .....    696 

Law,  Thomas,  and  othera,  Mr.  Hunter  presented 

the  memorial  of,  referred        •        •        -    524 

Law,  John,  and  Jonathan  Elliot,  a  bill  from  the 

House  of  Representatives  for  relief  of, 

read  twice,  and  referred          ...  592 

reported  without  amendment     ...  600 

ordered  to  a  third  reading          ...  647 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed          •        -  649 


Laws  of  the  United  States,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  amend  the  act  pro- 
viding for  the  publication  of  the,  in  news 
papers  -  -  .      - 

read  the  first  time     .... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

amended,  and  again  ordered  to  a  third  read 
ing 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended 

Leake,  Walter,  of  Miscissippi,  attended    - 
speedi  of,  on  Mr.  Roberts's  OMtion  to  ex 

dude  slavery  from  Missouri  - 
remarks  of,  on ,  the  Military  appropriations 
on  his  motion  to  reoonsader  the  Ocean 

steamer  bill 
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Lefevre,  Joseph,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana  pre 
sented  the  petition  of,  referred 
adverse  report  thereon       ... 
report  reversed,  and  bill  ordered 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 
read  a  second  time    •       -        .        . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed 

Leiper,  Thomas  and  others,  Mr.  Dickerson  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  referred     - 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  another  of  the  same 
referred  to  same    .... 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  read      ... 

read  a  second  time    .... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Library,  Mr.  Dickerson  submitted  a  resolution 
for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  committee 
on  the,  read  twice  -        -        .        -       1 1 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -      21 

appointment  of  the  committee  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate        .....      22 

Limitation  of  periods  of  service,  Mr.  Dickerson 
submitted  a  resolution  concerning  the,  in 
case  of  officers  connected  with  tlM  coUeo- 
tion  and  receipt  of  public  moneys  -  -  25 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee   28 

a  bill  for  the,  of  certain  officers  to  four  years, 

read 623 

read  a  second  time    .        -        •        •        •    625 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    674 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •       .     675 

Literary  Institutions,  Mr.  Lloyd  sabnitted  a  ra»* 
oltttion  of  inquiry  into  the  expediency 
of  appropriating  lands  for  the  enoonrage- 
ment  of,  within  the  old  States,  corres- 
ponding with  those  made  for  the  new  -  456 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  CommlUee 
on  Public  Lands   -        .        .        -        .    459 

Lloyd,  Edward,  appointed  by  the  Legialature  of 
Maryland,  produced  his  credentials,  and 
was  qualified         .....      36 
speech  of,  on  the  Maine  and  Missouri  bill  -      93 
remarks  of,  on  his  amendment  to  the  Bank- 
rupt bill         - 541 

on  the  bill  for  clothing  the  Army  in  domee- 
tic  fabrics 608 

Logan,  William,  of  Kentucky,  attended  -        -        9 
remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  touching  the 
Bank  of  the  United  StaMs    ...      44 
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Logan,  William,  remarka  of— continued.  Page, 

on  bia  reaolution  concerning  the  Sedition 

law 48 

apeech  of,  on  his  Bank  reaolution      -        -  68 

on  the  Maine  and  Missouri  bill  -        -        -  114 

the  credentials  of,  communicated,  and  read  256 

remarks  of,  on  Military  Appropriation  bill  548 

on  the  disagreeing  TOtes  of  the  two  Houses  588 
Lord,  Archibald  B.,  Mr.  Qaillard  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        -        -        -        -  40 

adverse  report  thereon       ....  649 

considered,  and  concurred  in     •        -        -  651 
Lost  Military  Land  Warrants,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  RepresentatiTes  supplementary 
to  the  act  providing  for  cases  of,  twice 

read,  and  referred  ...        -        -  61S 

reported  without  amendment     ...  622 

indefinitely  postponed       ....  654 
Loud,  Eliphalet,  and  others,  Mr.  Otis  presented 
the  petition  of,  referred  to  the  Secretary 

ofSute 602 

report  of  that  officer  thereon      -        •        -616 

Louisiana,  a  letter  from  the  Comminioner  of 
the  General  Land  Office,  with  a  copy  of 
a  special  report  of  the  Register  and  Re- 
ceiver of  the  eaatern  district  of  the  State 
of,  read         ...... 

Mr.  Johnson  submitted  a  resolution  of  in- 
quiry into  the  expediency  of  providing  for 
the  appointment  of  a  Surveyor  General  for 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Public  Lands 

Mr.  J.  alao  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Legulature  of,  praying  a  grant  of  certain 
Ian  da,  referred       ..... 

Mr.  J.  also  presented  another  memorial  of 
the  same,  relating  to  land  titles  in  the 
State  of        -        -      .- 

a  bill  to  appropriate  apartments  in  the  new 
custom-house  at  New  Orleans  for  the  uae 
of  the  District  Court  of,  read 

read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment     .        .        - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

a  bill  to  regulate  the  fees  of  the  Clerk  and 
Marshal  of  the  District  Court  of,  read    • 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment     ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Louisville,  Kentucky,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson, 
the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manu- 
factorea  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  establishing  a  port  of 

entry  at 

Love,  George,  Mr.  Noble  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred 861 

adverse  report  thereon       ....    577 
considered,  and  concurred  in     •        •        -    585 
Low,  Andrew,  and  Co.,  Mr.  Elliott  presented 

the  petition  o^  referred  ....    364 
adverse  report  thereon       ....    432 
Lowrie,  Walter,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended       •        9 
speech  ot*^  on  the  restriction  of  slavery  in 

Missouri 201 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  respecting  the  sale 

of  public  lands        .....    448 
•n  the  bills  respecting  forfeiture         -        -    465 
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Lncaa,  Fielding,  Jr.    (See  Bwren,  John,  AcJ) 
Lyon,  Matthew,  the  President  commanicated  the 

memorial  of-        -        -         -        -        -S3 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Logan  it  was  referred  to 

the  Committee  of  Claims        -        .        .     33 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  -        -        -    57S 

read  a  second  time    -        -        -        -        -    5^ 

Mr.  Barbour  submitted  snndij  resolntione 
-  touching  the  case  of        -        -        •        -    591 
(See  Sedition  Law.) 

M. 

Macarty,  E.,  the  heirs  of.  (See  DesfrsAon,  IM.) 
Mace,  Abraham,  the  committee  to  whom  the  pe- 
tition oi;  was  referred,  were  discharged 
from  the  consideration  thereof 
Macomb,  Sarah,  Mr.  Ruggles  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  -        -        -        -        - 

the  committee  discharged  .... 
Macon,  Nathaniel,  of  North  Carolina,   attended 

apeech  of,  on  the  Maine  and  Missouri  biU  • 

on  Mr.  Roberts's  motion    -        -        -        . 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  respecting  public  land 
sales     ..----- 

on  the  Bankrupt  bill- 
on the  military  appropriationa    ... 

on  the  General  Appropriation  bill 

on  the  bill  respecting  the  District  banks    - 
Maine,  Mr.  Mellen  presented  the  petition  of  the 
people  of  the  DiHtrict  oC,  praying  admis- 
sion into  the  Union,  refonVd  ... 

a  bill  establishing  a  circuit  court  for  the  Dis- 
trict of,  read  ..---. 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment     ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .        .        - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 

returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  amendments,  and  eoncnrred  in 

a  bill  declaring  the  admission  of  the  State 
of,  into  the  Union,  read  ... 

read  the  seeond  time,  and  referred 

reported  with  an  amendment    ... 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  of 
the  same  tenor      ..... 

twice  read,  and  referred  to  the  Jadiciaiy 
Committee    ..---- 

reported  with  an  amendment,  indoding 
Missouri        -        -        -        -        -        - 

the  said  amendment  debated,  and  carried  - 

Maine  afdd  Miasouri,  Mr.  Thomas  ofiered  an 

.  yimendment  to  the  Missouri  branch  of  the 

bill,  prohibiting  slavery  north  of  latitude 

360  30^'  excepting  within  the  fimits  of 

said  proposed  State        ... 

Mr.  T.  withdrew  said  amendment  and  moved 
a  new  section,  to  the  bill 

which  new  aection  was  adopted 

the  bill  thua  amended,  and  ferther  amended 
in  its  title,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed  .----•- 

the  Houae  of  Representatives  refused  to  re- 
ceive the  amendment  of  the  Senate 

the  Senate  refused  to  recede  from  the  Mis- 
souri amendment  ..... 

the  House  of  Representatives  insist,  and  a 
conference  is  agreed  upon      ... 

report  of  disagreement  in  the  conference, 
and  a  further  conference  agreed  upon     - 
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liaine  and  Missouri — continued.  Page. 

the  second  report  of  ibc  conference  agreed 

to,  and  the  Secretary  ordered  to  notify  the 

same  to  the  House  of  Representatives    - 

Mallory,  Charles  K^  and  others,  Mr  Barbour 

presented  the  petition  of,  referred   - 
Manufacturest  so  much  of  the  Message  as  relates 
to,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and     - 

Iftrcb,  William,  Mr.  Mellen  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred   -        -        -        -        - 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  thereon 
May  field,  George,    Mr.  Sanford  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred        .... 
adverse  report  thereon       .... 
considered,  and  concurred  in      -        -        - 
Medical  Department  of  the  Army,  a  bill  further 
to  regulate  the,  read      .... 

read  a  second  time 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        -        . 
Heeteer,  Samuel,  and  W.,  Mr.  Lloyd  presented 
the  memorial  of,  referred         ... 
Melchior,  Isaac,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of,  twice  read,  and 
referred  .-..-. 

reported  without  amendment  ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .  .  -  - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Mellen,  Prentiss,  of  Massachusetts,  attended 
speech  of,  on  the  Maine  and  Missouri  bill  - 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Roberts,  restricting 
slarcry  .--.-.- 
on  the  Bankrupt  bill  -        -        -     611,629 

Merchants'  Bank  of  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  Mr. 
Hunter  presented  the  petition  of  the, 
praying  repayment  of  certain  stamp  du- 
ties, referred  ..... 

a  bill  for  relief  of  the,  read         ... 

read  a  second  time    ..... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Merrill,  James,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of,  read  twice,  and 
referred         ----.. 

reported  without  amendment     ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Ifeasage,  the  President's  Annual      ... 

reference  of  the,  to  Tarions  committees        20,  20 

Ifichigan  Territory,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  authorizing  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  to  cause  to  be  printed  the 
laws  of  the,  read    ..... 
read  the  aecond  time,  and  referred     - 
reported  without  amendment     •        .        . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        - 
Military  Affaire,  appointment  of  the  standing 
committee  on         ..... 
Military  Senrice,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives making  partial  appropriation 
for  the,  for  the  current  year,  read  - 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment    .        .        - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .        .        - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        -        - 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  of 
the  same  title,  read        .        .        •        • 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
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Military  Service-— continued.  Page, 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
making  appropriations  for  the,  for  the  year 
1820,  read  twice,  and  referred        -        -     634 
reported  with  amendments,  and  debated    -     646 
Mr.  Sanford  presented  sundry  documents 
received  from  the  Secretary  of  War  in  re- 
lation to  the 648 

bill  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  667 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  668 
the  House  of  Representatives  disagree  to  the 

amendments  .....     577 

the  Senate  ask  a  conference  ...  689 
to   which   the   House   of  Representatives 

agree 690 

the  managers  report  a  non-agreement        -    694 
on  consideration,  the  Senate  agreed  to  re- 
cede              -        -    699 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Lowrie,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  request  of  the  President  to 
cauae  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate,  at  the 
next  aession,  certain  information  relating 
to  the -        -    696 

Militia,  appointment  of  the  standing  committee 

on  the 26 

a  Message  from  the  President,  transmitting 

annual  abstract  of  the    ....    668 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
establiah  a  uoif  irm  mode  of  disciplining 
the,  twice  read,  and  referred  ...     626 
reported  without  amendment    .        -        -    643 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...     684 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    687 

Miller,  Christopher,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  a 
memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky 
in  behalf  of,  referred       ....       74 
committee  discharged        ....     169 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 

relief  of,  twice  read,  and  referred    -        -     692' 
reported  without  amendment    ...    697 
laid  on  the  table        -        -        -        -       -    641 
taken  up,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -    644 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -    648^ 
Miller,  George.    (See  Converse,  DanieL) 
Milne,  Alexander,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred        •        -      66 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  twice  read        -        -    497 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -    698 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    602 

Mint,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 

with  a  report  of  the        -        -        -        -      41 

a  Mcsssge  from  the  President,  transmitting 
the  annual  report  of  the  Director  of  the   -    491 
Mississippi,  Mr.  Williams  offered  a  resolution  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  altering 
the  time  fur  holding  the  district  court  in    499 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee    ......    601 

Minissippi  Stock,  Mr.  Otis  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion in  relation  to  the     -        -        -        -    313 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee   360 

Missouri  Territory,  Mr.  Smith  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the  Legislature  of,  praying  to 
be  admitted  into  the  Union,  referred  to 
the  Judiciary  Committee        -        -        •      42 

a  copy  of  the  memorial      -        -        -        -      43 

a  motion  to  amend  the  Maine  bill  by  adding 
Miesottri  thereti6    -        •        -        -        •      78 
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Misfouri  Territory^ontinued.  Page« 

debate  on  the  said  motion         -        -        -      85 
the  motion  carried     -        -        -        -        -    424 
-*-*      (See  Maine  and  Missouri.) . 

Mr.  Roberts  moTed  to  insert  a  clause  re- 
stricting slavery 

the  question  on  the  motion  taken,  and  neg- 
atived  -        -        -        -        -        -        - 

Mr.  Burrili  moved  to  amend  the  bill  bj  in- 
serting the  articles  of  the  ordinance  of 

1787 

the  motion  withdrawn  for  a  substitute  offered 

by  Mr.  Thomas 

the  substitute  withdrawn  .        -        -        - 
a  message  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, with  the  bill  to  enable  the  people 
of,  to  form  a  State  constitution,  &c,  read 

twice 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  with  amend- 
ments    

Moneys  transferred,  report  from  the  Secretary  of 

War,  with  a  statement  of      -        -        - 

Montpelier.    (See  DanvilU,) 

Moml,  David  L.,  of  New  Hampshire,  attended 

speech  of,  on  the  Maine  and  Missouri  bill  • 

on  Bir.  Roberts's  motion  respecting  slavery. 

in  reply   to   Messrs.  Logan,  Macon,  and 

others 

on  the  military  appropriations    .        -        - 
on  his  duelling  resolution  -        .        -        - 
Mortimer,  Benjamin,  Mr.  Lanman  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred        .... 
adverse  report  thereon       .        .        .        - 
considered,  and  concurred  in     -        -        - 
MuIIin,  John  W.,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred 665 

Muskets.    (See  Henley ^  David.) 

McCormick,  Alexander,  Mr.  Roberts  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  .        -        -        - 

adverse  report  thereon       .... 

considered,  and  concurred  in      -        -        - 

McDonald,  William,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  for  relief  of,  read  - 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment    -        •        • 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended 
McGrew,  John,  Richard  Cravat,  Hardy  Perry,  and 
Beley  Cheney,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  relief  of,  read  twice, 
and  referred  .--.--    600 
reported  without  amendment    .        -        -    604 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         ...    649 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        •    661 

McHenry,  James.    (See  Remission  of  Duties.) 
McNair,  Matthew,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  read 

read  the  second  time 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
McNeil,  Joseph,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana  pre 
sented  the  petition  of,  referred 

adverse  report  thereon 

report  reversed,  and  a  bill  ordered 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

read  a  second  time    ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
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Natchez,  Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  submit- 
ted a  resolution  respecting  a  road  from,  to 
St  Stephens,  in  Alabama       ...      31 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Comnuttee  of 
Post  Offices,  4cc i: 

National  Industry,  Mr.  Dickerson  presented  a 
memorial  of  a  convention  of  the  friends 
of,  in  New  Jersey,  referred    - 

National  Road,  Mr.  Edwards  oommnnicated  a 
resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  lUiBMs,  in 
relation  (o  the,  referred  -        -        . 

Mr.  Trimble  presented  a  similar  resohitioD 
from  that  of  Ohio  ..... 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Ca- 
nals     .-.---- 

Mr.  Noble  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  Indiana  praying  a  oontin 
tion  of  the,  referred  to  same   - 

a  Message  from  the  President,  tnnsmittiiig 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury of  the  annual  expenditures  od  the    - 
Naval  A&irs,  appointment  of  the  standiagoos- 
mitteeon      ...... 

Naval  Service,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  in  relation  to  the  rules,  d^  Jbr  the, 
referred  tO  the  above  committee 

Mr.  Pleasants  submitted  a  resolution  instruct- 
ing the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  with  the 
asnstance  of  the  Navy  Commisrioneri,  to 
revise  the  rales,  dtc,  for  the,  and  report 
at  the  next  session    ..... 

considered,  and  agreed  to  - 

Navigation,  Mr.'King  of  New  York  submitted  a 
resolution  relating  to      -        -        -        • 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions      

a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  conoernxngr 
twice  read     ..----    557 

copy  of  the  bill  in  full        .... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading         ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        - 

Navy,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
in  addition  to  the  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  year  1819,  read  .  -  - 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment  -  .  . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
report  of  the  Secretary  on  the  contingent 

expenses  of  the  -  -  -  .  .  3^ 
a  bid  from  the  House  of  Repiesentativa 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
the,  for  the  year  1620,  read  .  .  - 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment  ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Navy  Pension  Fund,  report  of  the  Commission- 
ers of  the,  read     ..... 

Neutrality,  so  much  of  the  Message  as  relates  to 
violations  of  oar,  was  referred  to  the  Ju- 
diciary Committee         ... 
the  committee  discharged  •        .        . 

Nevili,  Joshua,  Mr.  Smith  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred     ..... 
adverse  report  thereon        .... 
considered  and  concurred  in      .        .       • 
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New  Orleaiw,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Lou- 
iaianft,  the  report  of  the  commisfeioner  to 
aaseM  the  damages  occasioned  by  the 
troops  in  the  neighborhood  of,  was  or- 
dered to  be  printed  ... 
New  York  Hospital,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the 
memorial  of  the  governors  of  the,  relating 
to  their  relief  of  seamen,  &c.,  referred  - 
Newsom,  Joshua,  Peter  Cook  and  James  Robb, 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  relief  of,  twice  read  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
NewBOD,  Robert,  Mr.  Parrott  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  -        -        .        - 

adverse  report  thereon      ... 

considered,  and  concurred  in      • 
Newspapers,  the  usual  resolution  passed  to  Air 

nish,  to  members  -        •        •        - 
Newton,  Thomas,  and  others,  Mr.  Roberts  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred 
NichoUs,  John,  Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  petition 
of,  referred 

adverse  report  thereon       ... 

read  and  concurred  in        -        -        - 

vote  reconsidered,  and  petition  recommitted 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  and  others,  read 

read  a  second  time    .... 

blank  in  the  bill  filled 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  . 
Nippes,  Anna  Mariat  *d<]  others,  Mr.  Roberts 
presented  the  petition  of        -        - 
(See  Goetz  4*  Weetphal.) 
Noble,  Jamns,  of  Indiana,  attended 

speech  of,  on  his  resolution  relating  to  the 
Western  Road  fund        ... 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  suspend  the  sale 
or  forfeiture  of  land       ... 

on  bill  providing  for  the  sale  of  public  lands 
North  Carolina,  Mr.  Stokes  communicated  cer 
tain  acts  of  tbe  State  o^  to  which  the  as 
sent  of  Congress  was  asked,  referred 

a  bill  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to 
certain  acts  of  the  State  of,  read    . 

read  a  second  time    .... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

a  bill  to  provide  for  the  expense  of  survey 
ing  part  of  the  coast  of,  read  - 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading         ...... 

O. 

O'Bannon,  James,  Mr.  Gaiitard  presented  tbe 

petition  of,  referred        ... 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 
read  a  second  time  ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        •        - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
O'Brien,  Richard,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  pe 

tition  of,  referred  .... 
a  bill  authorizing  a  settlement  of  the  ae 

counts  of,  read       .... 
read  a  second  time    .... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  amendments  .... 
considered,  and  agreed  to  - 
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Occupants  of  Lands,  Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama, 
submitted  a  resolution  relative  to  the  pro- 
tection of,  dec        .... 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands         .... 


Page. 


256 

276 

Ocean  Steamship  Company,  Mr.  Sanford  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of  the,  referred  -  496 
a  bill  granting  certain  privileges  to  the,  read  534 
read  a  second  time  .....  537 
a  third  reading  tiegatived  ....  623 
the  vote  reconsidered  ....  627 
the  bill  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 628 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  628 

O'Connor,  John,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred        -        -  256 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read         -        -        -  369 

read  a  second  time 371 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -  431 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .       ,.        -  436 

Officers  of  the  Senate,  eight  rooms  in  the  north 
wing  of  the  Capitol  were  ordered  to  be 
labelled  and  furnished  for  the  use  of  com- 
mittees and 38 

Ogden,  Thomas  Ludlow,  Mr.  Sanford  presented 

the  petition  of,  reforred  ....  430 

abillfor  the  relief  of,  read  ...  488 

read  a  second  time 400 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  620 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  623 

Ogden,  Abraham  and  others,  Mr.  King  of  Alaba- 
ma presented  the  petition  of,  referred      -    439 

Ohio,  Mr.  Ruggles  submitted  a  resolution  to  alter 
the  place  of  holding  the  United  States 

courts  in 373 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee   388 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  al- 
tering the  place  of  holding  said  courts, 
from  Chillicothe  to  Columbus,  read         •    439 
read  a  second  time    .        •        -        .        •    448 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    460 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    462 

Mr.  Trimble  presented  certain  resolutions 
of  the  Legislature  of,  respecting  the  appli- 
cation  of  an  appropriation    heretofore 
made,  for  a  certain  road,  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Roads  and  Canals    •        -    477 
a  message  from  the  President,  with  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  show- 
ing the  execution  of  the  act  respecting  the 
north  and  west  boundaries     ...    480 
Mr.  Trimble  submitted  a  resolution  inqnir. 
ing  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  the 
quantity  of  land  sold  in,  dec  ...    494 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
in  reply         .--.--    523 

Ohio  River,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  submitted 
a  resolution  to  inquire  into  tbe  expedien- 
cy of  appropriating  forty  thousand  dollars 
to  improve  the  navigation  of  tbe      -        -    437 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Roads  and  Canals    ....    442 

the  President  communicated  an  act  of  the 
Legislature  of  Ohio,  respecting  a  naviga- 
ble communication  between  Lake  Erie 
and  the,  referred   -        -        •        .        -    487 
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Oilstonef,  Mr.  Palmer  submitted  e  retolntion 
concerning  the  importation  of  the  mate- 
rial from  which,  are  manafactured,  free 

of  duty 85 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  proper  com- 
mittee          ------  86 

Oiphana'  Coarta  of  the  District  of  Colambia,  the 
memorial  of  the  judges  of  the,  was  referred 

to  the  Judiciary  Committee    ...  426 
a  bill  to  increase  the  aUowantto  of  the  judges 

of  the,  read 469 

read  a  second  time    -----  473 

blanks  filled,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  697 

read  the  thiid  time,  and  passed          -        -  601 

Otis,  H.  Gray,  of  Massachusetts,  attended        -  9 

speech  of,  on  the  Maine  and  Missouri  bill  108 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Logan        -        -        -        -  116 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Pinkney    -        -        -        •  337 
remarka  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  aales  of 

lands 462,  481 

on  the  Bankrupt  Bill         -        -        -        -  669 

on  his  motion  to  reconsider  the  same         -  663 

on  the  bill  concerning  the  District  banks  644 

speech  of,  on  the  Tariff   -        -        -        -  666 

P. 

Fklroer,  William  A.,  of  Vermont,  attended        -        9 
Pmncost,  William,  a  bill  from  the  Houae  of  Repre- 
sentativea  for  relief  of,  read  twice  and 
referred  -        -        -        -        -        -692 

the  committee  recommend  its  rejection      -    662 
indefinitely  postponed        .        .        -        -    679 
Paper,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented   the  petition  of 
sundy  printers  and  booksellers,  praying 
that  an  additional  duty  may  be  imposed 
on,  referred  -----    699 

Pspermakers,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  the  Society  of,  praying  additional 
protection,  Ac.,  referred         .        -        .     166 
Parish,  Jasper,  Mr.  Sanford  preaented  the  petition 

of,  referred 26 

adverse  report  thereon       -        -        -        -      40 
considered,  and  concurred  in     .-        -        -      41 
Parrott,  John  F.,  of  New  Hampshire,  attended        9 
remarks  of,  on  the  General  Appropriation 

bill 671,  673 

on  the  Navigation  bill  -  -  -  .  686 
Pascagoula,  Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  pre- 
sented the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants 
of,  praying  that  a  port  of  entry  may  be 
established  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  re- 
ferred       -      34 

Mr.  W.  also  communicated  a  resolution  of 
the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  to  the 
same  effect,  referred  to  the  same    -        -    466 
Patterson,  John,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        .        -        .        .    480 
Patterson,  William,  and  Sons,  and  others,  Mr. 

Pinkney  presented  the  petition  of,  referred    620 
Paymasters  of  the  Army,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 

the,  read 647 

read  a  aeoond  time    -----    668 
referred  to  the  Military  Committee    -        -    622 
reported  without  amendment    .        -        -    626 
laid  on  the  table   ^     •        -        -        -        -    673 
Paarl  River,  Mr.  WiJliama  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  the  Legislature  af  Mississippi,  pray- 
ing the  eatsblishment  of  a  port  of  entry 
at,  or  near,  the  mouth  of,  referred  -        -      84 


Pearl  River— continued.  Page. 

Mr.  W.  presented  a  similar  memorial         -  436 

a  bill  to  esublish  the  district  of,  read  -        -  494 

read  a  second  time    -----  697 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  €31 

Pellet,  J.,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred           -        -        -  68 

a  bill  for  the  relief  ol^  read          .        -         .  466 

read  a  second  time    -----  470 

ordered  to  a  third  reading          ...  473 

read  the  third  time,  and  psased           -        -  478 

Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the  petitioa 
of  the  district  and  circuit  judgea,  dtc  ol^ 
praying  a  change  in  the  time  of  holdtog 
the  courts  in  the  western  divtrict  ^ 
ferred     -        -        -        -        - 
a  bill  to  that  effect,  read    -        -        . 
read  a  aecond  time    -----    161 
ordered  to  a  third  reading        -        .        -    367 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -    370 
returned  from  the  House  of  Repreeentativest 

with  an  amendment,  and  agrred  to 
Mr.  Lowrie  presented  certain  reaolotiona  of 
the  Legislature  of,  relating  to  a  proposed 
amendment  of  the  Constitution,  ss  it  re- 
spects the  power  of  Congreea  to  estahUah 
banks,  read    .        -        -        -        -        -      70 

Pensions,  Mr.  Morril  submitted  a  motion  that 
the  Committee  of,  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  reviving  the  act  of 
1806,  providing  for  persons  disabled  by 
known  wounds  received,  &c.  -        -      26 

agreed  to,  and  referred  accordingly  -  -  28 
the  committee  .report  thst  it  ia  inexpedient  69 
conaidered,  and  concurred  in  -  -  -  77 
appointment  of  the  atanding  committee  of  -      27 

Peoria,  a  bill  for  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of,  read  619 

read  a  second  time    -----  6S3 

laid  on  the  table       .....  673 

taken  up,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -  675 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -  €78 

Pepper,  Michael,  Mr.  Lanman  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referrt'd  •         -         -         -        .  157 
adverse  report  thereon       -         -         .        .  t55 
considered,  and  concurred  in     -         -        -  877 

Perkins,  8.  G.,  and  others,  Mr.  Otis  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  -         •        -      34 

the  committee  discharged  ...    657 

Perry,  WUiiam.    (See  Bametis  Mark.) 
Fenj,  Hardy.    (See  McGrew,  John.) 
Petit,  Peter.    (See  Cavalier,  Anthony^) 

Philadelphia,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  the   Chamber  of  Commerce   of, 
which  was  read     -        -         -         -        -      21 
referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee  -        -      38 

Piatt,  John  H.,  the  petition  of,  was  referred  -  366 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read         ...  466 

read  a  second  time   ...         -  -  470 

referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee  -  -  502 

report  of  facts  by  said  committee       -^  -  675 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -         -  -  694 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .  -  695 

Pinkney,  William,  of  Maryland,   appointed  by 
the  Legislature  in  place  of  A.  C.  Hanson, 
deceased,  produced  his  credentials,  &c«  -      51 
speech  of,  on  the  Maine  and  Missouri  bill  -    389 
speech  of,  on  the  Bankrupt  law         -        -    6:SS 
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Piimejt  ft  bill  to  contiDae  in  force  the  aetto  pro- 
tect the  coramerce  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  fiuninh,  read  twice,  and  referred  -    677 
rrportrd  without  amendment     .        -        .    604 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    638 

read  the  third  time,  aod  passed  -        -        -    641 
returned  from  the  House  of  RepresentatlYes 

with  amendmenta  .....    680 
conaidered,  and  agreed  to  •        -        -        -    604 
Piracy  and  other  Crimes,  a  bill  concerning,  read    490 
read  a  aeoond  time,  and  referred  -    608 

reported  wiihoot  amendment    -        -        -    657 
Piacataquog,  Mr.  Morril  submitted  a  resolution 
releiiog  to  e  change  of  the  post  route  be- 
tween Dunstable  and    ....    868 
agreed  to^  and  referred  to  the  Conunittee'on 

Post  Offices,  dtc. 860 

Planton,  Julie,  the  President  oommanieated  a 
letter    from,  respecting  her    allegorical 
painting  of  the  treatj  of  Ghent,  referred    684 
the  committee  discharged  •        .        >        .    684 
Plaateror  Psris,  Mr.  Mellen  submitted  areeolu- 

tion  respecting  the  importstion  of  -        -    687 
agrce<l  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Foreign  Relet  tone     ....    640 

Pleasants,  James,  sppointed  a  Senator  by  the 

Legislature  ot  Virginia  in  place  of  John 

W.  Eppes,  produced  his  credentials,  dee.      S8 

remarks  of,  on  the  hill  for  relief  of  suffer- 

ere  in  the  Seminole  war         ...    537 

Post,  the  Rev.  Reuben,  election  of,  a  Chaplain 

to  the  Senate 81 

Post  Office  Esublishment,  a  bill  in  addition  to 

the  act  regulating  Uie,  read   -        -        .    440 
read  a  second  time   .        .        -        .        •    448 

-    460 
.    468 


ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

Post  Offices  aod  Post  Roads,  appointment  of  the 
standing  Committee  on         -        -        - 
Poet  Roads,  a  bill  to  alter  and  establish  certain, 
twice  resd,  and  referred         ... 
reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  te 
a  third  reading      ..... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .        - 
Potter,  Joseph,  Mr.  Saoford  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred     .        .        -        .        - 
adverse  report  thereon       .... 
coneidered,  and  concurred  in    -        -        - 
Potter,  John,  Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  petition 
of,  referred    .-.--- 
the  committee  discharged  -        .        -        - 

Preemption,  Mr.  Thomas  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  the  Legislature  of  Illinois,  pray- 
ing that  the  right  o^  may  be  extended  to 
certain  settlers  in  that  State,  referred 
the  President  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  Ohio,  respecting  the  right 
of,  in  certain  sections,  referred 
a  bill  granting  the  right  of^  in  certain  cases, 
to  the  State  of  Ohio,  read      ... 
read  a  aecood  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendmenta         .        .        - 
oitl«red  to  a  third  reading  -        .        -        - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        .        • 
Presente  from  foreign  Ststes,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  prevent  the 
commandera  or  other  officers  of  the  Navy 
fi»m  accepting,  read  twice,  and  referred  - 


86 

674 

685 
687 


868 
400 

404 

680 
676 


Presenta  from  foreign  States — continued, 
reported  without  amendment     - 
recommitted      ...... 

reported  again  without  amendment,  and 
laid  on  the  tsble    ..... 

President  of  the  United  States,  a  joint  commit- 
tee appointed  to  wait  on  the,  dec  - 
the  annual  Message  of  the 
three  thousand  copiea  ordered  to  be  printed 
reference  of  the  Message  to  various  com- 
mittees ....... 

Provost,  Solomon,   Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana 

presented  the  petition  of,  referred  - 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  twice  read 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        .        . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

Public  Buildings,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Roberta  a 

committee  waa  appointed  on  the  aubject 

of  the 

report  of  eaid  committee  .... 

a  Message  from  the  Preaident  transmitting 
the  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the, 
read,  and  referred  ..... 

Public    Landa,  appointment    of  the   standing 
Committee  on       -        -        -        -        . 

Mr.  Leake  anbmitted  a  resolution  in  rela- 
tion to  the     ...... 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Oommittee  on 
Public  Lands         ..... 

a  bill  making  further  provision  for  the  sale 
of  the,  read   ...... 

read  a  second  time   ..... 

(See  Sale  of  Public  Lamb.) 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  purehasera  of 
the,  read       ...... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     ... 
Purchasers  of  Public  Lands,  Mr.  Trimble  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of  the  Legislatore 
of  Ohio,  for  the  relief  of  certain,  read 
Purdy,  Robert,  Mr.  Eaton  preeentadthe  petition 
of,  referred    ..•••. 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of^  read 
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87 
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-    487 


680 
686 
645 

618 
680 


661 


read  a  aecond  time  .....  448 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  460 
read  the  third  time^  and  paaaed  -  468 
Putney,  Benjamin,  Mr.  Maoon  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  -----  88 
adverse  report  thereon  -  -  -  «  40 
considered  and  concurred  in      -        -        -  46 

Q. 

Quartering  Soldien^  Mr.  Macon  submitted  are^ 

olution  respecting  the,  during  war,  dbc  -  88 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Judiciary 

Committee -  87 

the  committee  discharged          ...  660 

Quorum,  interchange  of  measages  respecting  a  10 

R. 

Rabb,  James.    (See  iV^iosom,  Joihua.) 

Ramage,  Lieutenant,  Mr.  Pleasanto  communi- 
cated a  plan  suggested  by,  for  the  pro- 
tection of  commerce,  &c.,  read,  and  or* 
dered  to  be  printed        -        •        -        -    666 

Randall,  Benjamin,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        ....    480 

Rear  Admiral,  bill  establishing  the  grade  of,  read  667 
read  a  second  time  .....  661 
laid  on  the  table 
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Redemption  of  Land,  a  bill  from  the  Houee  of 
Representativea  extending  the  time  al« 
lowed  for  the,  eold  for  taxes,  twiee  read, 
and  referred  ------    617 

reported  without  amendment     -        -        .    687 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        •        -    676 

read  the  third  time,  and  pasMd  •        -    678 

Reed,  John,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  preaented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred     -----    480 

Regnier,  John  B.,  a  bill  from  the  Hovae  of  Rep- 
reaentati^es  for  relief  of,  read  twiee,  and 

referred 692 

reported  without  amendment    ...    694 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        •        •    641 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaied         -        •    644 
Remiaaion  of  Dutiea,  report  of  the  Committee  of 

Finance  on  aundry  petitiona  for  a  •    4311 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Elliott,  the  report,  being 
adTorse,  was  recommitted       -        •        <-    463 
Remsen,  Heniy,  and  others,  Mr.  King  of  New 
York  presented  the  petition  of,  referred  to 
the  SecreUry  of  the  Treaauiy        •        -    439 
report  thereon  from  that  officer  -        -        -    471 
Reaervation  of  certain  Public  Lands*  a  bill  from 
the  House  of  Repreaentativea  to  amend 
the  act  making,  for  na^al  purposes,  read 

twice 691 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  696 
Restitution  of  Slavea,  Mr.  Johnaon,of  Louisiana* 
submitted  a  resolution  requesting  of  the 
President  information  in  relation  to  the 
execution  of  the  treaty  with  Great  Brit- 
ain aa  it  concerns  the  -  -  -  -  312 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  to 
present  the  resolution    -        -        -        -    314 

Revenue  System,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  me- 
morial  of  the  Philadelphia  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  remonstrating  against   any 
change  in  the,  referred  -        -        -        -    488 

Revolutionary  War,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  submitted 
a  resolution  instructing  the  Committee  of 
Pensions,  dbc.,  to  inquire  whether  any 
amendment  be  necessary  in  the  act  to 
provide  for  persons  engaged  in  the  land 
and  naval  service  of  the   United  States 
during  the------^ 

agreed  to,  and  so  referred  ...      77 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent  ativea  in 
addition  to  the  act  to  provide  for  certain 
peraons  engaged  in  the  land  and  naval 
service  during  the  ...        -    666 

twice  read,  and  referred     -        -        -        -    668 

reported  with  an  amendment     -        -        -    688 
amendment  dissgreed  to,  and  bill  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 8*0 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    641 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepresenUtives  to 
suspend  for  a  limited  time  the  act  in  ad- 
dition to  Uke  act  to  provide  for,  dtCi*  read    685 

read  a  second  time 686 

indefinitely  postponed        -        -        -        -    688 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
revive  and  continue  in  force  the  act  to 
provide  for  persons  disabled  by  known 
wounds  received  in,  read        -        -        -    691 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        •        -    698 
Bice,  Henry,  Mr.  Mellen  preaented  the  petition 

of,  referred  to  the  Finance  Committee    -      26 
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Rice,  Henry  Gn  Mr.  Otis  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred    ------    501 

Richards,  Mark,  Mr.  Tichenor  preaented  the  me- 
morial of,  referred          -        -        -        -  28 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read         -        -        -  158 
read  a  aeeond  time    -----  201 
laid  on  the  table        .        -        .        .        .  4€S 

Rimoe,  John,  Mx.  Johnson  of  I^oviaiaiia  pi»> 
aented  the  petition  o(  read 

Roads  and  Canals,  Mr.  Trimble  anlimitted  a 

olution  to  appoint  a  standing 

tee  of    - 
agreed  to,  and  the  committee  a[ 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  eom- 

missioneiB  to  lay  out  the,  therein  Ben- 

tioned,  read  ------    569 

read  a  aeoond  tame    -----    677 

recommitted  with  instructions  .  -  -  63? 
reported  with  amendments  ...  638 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -        .    655 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    673 

returned  from  the  House  of  Representativea 

with  amendments,  and  sgreed  to    -        -    694 

Roberts,  Jonathan,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended  -  9 

remains  of^  on  Mr.  Logan's  Bank  resolution  44 
apeech  of,  on  the  amendment  to  the  Maine 

bill 85,  116 

on  hia  motion  to  exclude  slavery  frt>m  Ms- 

souri 119 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Barbour  and  others    -        >  335 

remarks  of,  on  the  General  Appropriation  b«U  569 

on  the  claim  of  the  Winters      ...  667 

on  the  District  Banks  bill  -        -        .        .  645 

Roberts,  Charles.    (See  Bay,  J.  H,^ 

Rock  Creek  Church,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Bc^ 
resentatives  to  authorize  tho  sale  of  a  part 
of  the  glebe  land  belonging  to,  read  twice, 
and  referred  .        .        ^        .        .     600 

committee  recommend  rejection         -        -    656 

Rodrigues,  John,  Mr.  Johoson  of  Looistaaa  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred        -        •  55 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice         -        -  497 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  0|0 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .        .  605 

Ronde,  Pierre  Denis  de  la,  Mr.  Johnaon  of  Lon- 

•  iaiana  presented  the  petition  of;  lefeiied  55 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read         ...  4|6 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading         -        -        -        -         -        -  602 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -        -  065 

Ruggles,  Benjaaun,  of  Ohio,  attended      -        .  9 

apeech  o^  on  the  Maine  and  Misaottri  biO  -  S78 
remarka  ef,  on  the  bill  reapecting  the  sale  or 

forfeiture  of  land  -  -  .  .  .  465 
on  the  bill  providing  for  the  aale  of  public 

lands 485 

Roles  of  the  Senate,  Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  sub- 
mitted an  amendment  to  the,  respecting 
the  admission  of  persons  on  the  floor      -    494 
consideration  indefinitely  postponed  -        -    531 

Mr.  Borrill  submitted  an  addition  to  the  eUv- 

enihofthe 599 

laid  on  the  table 603 

Mr.  Barbour  also  submitted  an  ameiidflMnt 
tothe 61J 
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8ale  of  PubKc  Lands,  Mr.  Noble  presented  a 
memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  Indiana, 
prajing  that  no  law  may  be  passed  chang- 
ing the  terms  of,  referred       ...    360 
a  bill  changing  the  mode  of,  (abolishing 

credit,)  read  -        ....        -    444 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading  .-----  487 
Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  presented  a  res- 
olution of  the  Legislature  of  that  State, 
deprecating  any  change  in  the  mode  of  -  467 
Sales,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the  petition  of  sun- 
dry inhabitants  of  Philadelphia,  praying 
that  a  duty  may  be  laid  on  all,  except 

sherifis',  referred 699 

Sanford,  Nathan,  of  New  York,  attended  -        -        9 
remarks  of,  on  the  Military  Service  bill       -    645 
Savannah  Poorhouse  and  Hospital,  Mr.  Elliot 
presented  the  petition  of  the  Board  of  Man- 
agers of  the,  referred      -        -        -        -    311 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  suflforers  by  the 

fire  at,  read  - 479 

read  a  second  time  -----  468 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  -  555 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  -  568 
returned  from  the  Home  of  Representatives 

with  amendments 586 

considered,  and  concarred  in     -        -        -    685 
Schools  in  Indiana,  Mr.  Noble  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the  Legislature  of  that  State, 
respecting  the  location  of  certain  lands  for 

the  use  of 430 

Schoonmaker,  Cornelia,  the  petition  of,  referred    159 
adverse  report  thereon       -        -        .        -    299 
considered,  and  concurred  in     -        -        -    312 
leave  granted  to  withdraw  papers  -    677 

Secret  Journal  of  the  Old  Congress,  a  joint  reso- 
lution from  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  aothorize  the  puUication  of  part  of  the, 
read      -        -        -        -        -        -        -    490 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -    494 
reported  without  amendment     -        -        -    588 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -    613 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -     616 
Sedgwick,  Maine,  Mr.  Mellon  submitted  a  res- 
olution respecting  a  road  from,  to  Deer 

Isle       -        - 266 

agreed  (o,  and  referred      -                •        - .  276 
Sedition  Law,  Mr.  Logan  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion of  inqniry  eoaoeraing  fines,  dccn  un- 
der the         48 

agreed  to,  and  refeiTed  to  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee   -66 

Seizmes,  dbe.,  Mr.  Burrlll  submitted  a  resolution 
requesting  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  copies  of  a  correapoodence  on  the 
subject  of,  made  under  the  authority  of 
Sweden  or  France  .  -  -  -  625 
agreed  to,  and  committee  appointed  to  pre- 

sentit 632 

Seminole  War,  Mr.  Eaton  submitted  a  resolution 

in  relation  to  the  sufferers  in  the  late      -      23 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  24 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of  oflkers,  dice.,  engaged 
in  the,  read  ------    299 

read  a  second  time   -----    812 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -    479 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -    527 
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Senate,  list  of  UMmbers  present  at  the  opening 

ofthe 

adjournment  of  the  - 
Servis,  William  G.,  Mr.  Trimble  submitted  a 

olution  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
placing  on  the  pension  list  the  name  of  - 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Pension  Com- 
mittee   

adverse  report  thereon       .... 

considered,  and  concuired  in      •        -        - 

Shackerley,  Harriet,  Sarah,  and  Mary,  Mr.  King 

of  New  York  presented  the  petition  0^ 

referred         ---... 

adverse  report  thereon        .... 

report  laid  on  the  table      .... 

ShaUus,  Elizabeth.    (See  Wile,  Conrad,) 

Shapley,  Catharine,  Mr.  Parrott  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred        .... 
adverse  report  thereon        .... 
read,  and  concurred  in       •        •        -        - 
Shawneetown,  Mr.  Thomas  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the  register, and  receiver  at, 
praying  increase  of  oompensation,  refiirred    430 
a  bill  to  establish  a  land  district  in  Illinois, 
north  of  the  district  of,  read  ... 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        <- 
Sheale,  Thomas,  and  others,  Mr.  Parrott  pre- 
sented the  petition  o^  referred 
said  committee  discharged,  and  subject  r^ 
ferred  to  that  of  Foreign  Relations 

Shellman,  John,  Mr.  EUiott  presented  the  me* 
mortal  of,  referred         .        .        -        . 
adverse  report  thereon        .... 
Shields,  James,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives granting  right  of  pre-emption 
to,  twice  read,  and  referred    ... 
reported  without  amendment     ... 
laid  i>n  the  table         ..... 
taken  up,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Shipley,  Ether,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice, 

and  referred -      78 

reported  without  amendment     •        .        .457 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        .    372 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    388 
Sholer,  Captain  Stanton,  a  bill  from  the  Hooscf 
of  Representativea  for  relief  of,  read  twieoy 
and  referred  -       .       •        •       »        ^ 
reported  without  amendment     ... 
oidered  to  a  third  reading  -        •        •        • 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Sholes,  Abel,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  prssented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred 
Shule,  John.    (See  Nicholas^  John,) 
Sick  and  Disabled  Seamen,  a  bill  to  provide  re* 
lief  for,  read  --...• 
read  a  second  time    .        .        .        •        • 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        •       •        • 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .       •        - 
returned  from  the  House  of  RepreMntatives, 
with  amendments  .        -        -        •        • 
the  Senate  agreed,  and  disagreed 
the  House  of  Rofnesentatives  insbted,  and 
the  bill  was  postponed  to  next  session 
Simpson,  James,  Mr.  Brown  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred     -        -        •        -        - 
the  committee  discharged  - 
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SkinneTt  Joee ph  M.,  a  biU  from  the  Hoote  of 

Repretenta lives  for  the  relief  of,   reed 

twice,  and  referred         ....  596 

seported  without  flDiendment     ...  597 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        .        -  617 

read  the  third  time,  and  paated  ...  649 

Sltveiy,  Mr.  Dana  preecnted  the  proeeedinga  and 
reeolution  of  a  town  meeting  of  New  Ha- 
ven, eipreasing  their  opinion  thatCongreaa 
have  a  right  to  prohibit  the  introduction 
of,  into  anj  Bute  or  Territory  hereafter 
to  lie  formed,  dtc,  read  .... 

Mr.  Roberta  presented  resolutiona  of  the 
same  tenor  from  the  Legulatare  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  read    ... 

Mr.  Sanford  also  presented  similar  onea  from 
Schenectady  ..... 

Mr.  Mellen  presented  similar  from  Maasa- 
chttsetta        ...... 

Mr.  Burrill  similar  from  Rhode  Island 

Mr.  Hunter,  similar  from  Newport     - 

Mr.  Dana,  another  from  Hartford 

Mr.  Lanman,  another  from  Hartford 

Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  Delaware  on  the  aama  aub- 
ject      ...-.-- 

Mr.  Sanford,  similar  from  the  Legislature  of 
New  York 311 

Mr.  Roggles,  similar  from  the  Legialatore 
ofOhio 

a  bill  to  prohibit  the  introduction  of,  north 
and  west  of  the  contemplated  State  of 
Missouri,  read        ..... 

read  a  aecond  time    .        •        .        .        . 

referred  to  a  aelect  committee    ... 

Mr.  Wilson  submitted  the  proceedings,  dec, 

of  the  Legislstnre  of  New  Jersey  on  the 

Bobject  of,  read      -        -        -        -  .      - 

S1»T6  l*rade,  a  Meaaage  from  the  President  of 

the  United  Ststes  on  the  subject  of  the    ^ 

a  joint  reaolution  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, authorizing  the  Preaident  of 
the  United  Statea  on  tbe  meana  of  e£fect- 
ing  an  entire  abolition  of  tbe,  read  • 

resolution  lost  by  refusal  to  suspend  the  rule 

Smith,  William,  of  Sooth  Carolina,  attended     - 

xenarka  of,  on  the  Maine  and  Missouri  bill  9S,  1 16 
speech  of,  on  the  amendment  touching  sla- 
very      --...-- 
in  re|4y  to  Mr.  King,  of  New  York    - 
in  rrjoinder  to  the  aame  gentleman    * 
lemarka  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  sales  of 
public  lands  ...... 

in  ezplanation  of  tbe  Bankrupt  bill    • 
on  the  Military  appropriations  -        .        • 
on  reconsidering  the  vote  rejecting  the  Bank- 
rupt bill        ...... 

on  the  General  Appropriation  bill      -     671,  673 
on  tbe  bill  to  clothe  the  Army  in  domestic 
materials       ...... 

on  the  bill  relating  to  tbe  Winteis     • 
on  the  reaolutions  firom  the  Houae  of  Rep- 
resentatives, relating  lo  the  elava  trade    - 
Smith,  William,  jun.    (See  btgrakam^  Henry,) 
Smith,  Sarah,  Mr.  King  of  Alabama  preaented 

the  petition  of,  referred  ... 
Smith,  Moaea,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  tbe  peti 

tion  of,  referred 480 1 
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Smith,  Richard,  Mr.  Dickeiaon  preaented  the 
memorial  of,  referred      .        .        - 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

read  a  aecond  time    .... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  - 
Smith,  Jamea,  and  others,  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  on  the  memorial  of,  re- 
ferred to  him  in  February,  1819,  read    •   5M 
Smith  and  Hawkins,  and  others,   Mr.  Robexti 

preaented  the  petition  of         -        -      -  450 
(See  Tariff.) 
Spain,  ao  much  of  the  Meaaage  as  concena, 
was  referred  to  tbe  Committee  of  Forcigii 
Relations       ...         .        .       .    n 

Mr.  Walker  of  Georgia  aubmitted  a  resolu- 
tion requesting  of  the  Preaident  of  tba 
United  Ststce  certain  information  relatia; 
to  the  treaty  with  -        -        -       -   Itt 

a  Meaaage  from  the  Preaident,  tranamittiBg 
certain  documents  not  beretolbre  ooBuna- 
nicated  -        -        -        >        .       -   497 

another  Measage,  with  aundrr  pepcrsi  or- 
dered to  be  printed        -         *        >       -   540 

another,  respecting  our  relationa  with,  or- 
dered to  be  printed        -        -        •       -   671 

another,  respecting  same  -         -        -       -   681 

Spence,  Gnsme  Keith,  a  bill  from  the  Hooss  of 

Representstivas  for  relief  of;  twice  lead, 

and  roferred  -        -        •        -        .       -   (47 

reported  without  amendment     ... 

indefinitely  postponed       .... 

Standing  Committeea,  a  day  fixed  lor  the  ap- 
pointment of         -        .        -        .      .    II 
the  appointment  of  -        .        -        .       .     M 
State  Papera,  a  bill  authorising  anbocriptioB  to 

the  eleventh  and  twellth  volumee  o^rsad    S 

read  a  aecond  time    -        -        -        .       -    St 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading   -     29 

read  a  third  time,  and  poetponed  -    34 

taken  up,  and  paaaed  -        .       -     SI 

Steele,  John,  a  bill  from  tbe  Hooae  of  Rcprs- 

aentativea  for  relief  o^  twice  read,  and 

referred         ......  fi65 

reported  without  amendment     -        .       -   HI 
oidered  to  a  third  reading  •        .       -   6S7 

read  the  third  time,  and  pasaed  -        .       .   6S8 

Stevens,  Jonathan,  and  others,  Mr.  Mellen  pre- 

aented  the  petition  of,  roferred        .       -  S 
adverae  report  thereon  agreed  10        .-461 
Stephena,  Ebeneier,  and  others,  Mr.  Sanferd  prs- 

aented  the  petition  of,  referred        .       -  45 

adverse  roport  thereon       -        -        .       .  4SS 
recommitted  on  motion  of  Mr.  King,  of  New 

York,  and  a  bill  ordered         -        .       -  516 
a  bill  for  the  rolief  of,  read        *        .       -  5S7 
read  a  second  time    -        <                 .       -  Uf 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        .       -  614 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -        •       -  617 
Stewart,  Susannah,  Mr.  Otia  preaented  the  peti- 
tion of,  roferred     .....  56i 

report  from  the  Secrotary  of  State  on  tbe 

petition  of    -        -        -        -        -        -  590 

a  bill  from  the  Houae  of  Repreaentatives  fer 

the  rolief  of,  read  twice,  and  referred      -  672 
nported  without  amendment,  and  wdered 

to  a  third  reading  •        ....  667 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -               -  f^ 
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Itoddard,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Roberts  present- 
ed the  petition  of,  relating  to  the  inven- 
tion of  an  improved  wire  screw,  read      -      S3 
itokes,  Montford,  of  North  Garolins,  attended  -      23 
Stuart,  D.,  and  others,  presented  the  petition  of, 

referred         ......    454 

(upreme  Court,  a  bill  to  continue  in  force  the 
act  to  provide  for  reports  of  the  decisions 
of  the,  read    --....      80 

read  a  second  time 81 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    S33 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    234 
Teturned  from  the  Honse  of  Representatives 
with  amendments,  and  agreed  to    -        -    698 
Surgeons  in  the  Naval  Service,  a  bill  regulating 

the  pay  of,  read 630 

read  a  second  time    .....    658 
indefinitely  postponed        -        -        -        -    641 
Surrender  of  Persons  escaping  from  Service,  Mr. 

Smith  submitted  a  resolution  concerning    606 

laid  on  the  Ubie 618 

Swaitwout,  Robert,  Mr.  Sanfnrd  presented  the 
memorial  of,  referred  to  the  Secretary  of 

War 442 

the  report  of  said  officer  referred  to  the  Mili- 
tary Committee     .....    466 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  -        -        -        -    488 

read  a  second  time 490 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        •        •    496 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        •        .    498 
Swiss  Emigrants,  the  memorial  of  a  company  of, 

read,  and  referred  .....    364 
St.  Stephens.    (See  NatehezJ) 

T. 

banner,  John,  Mr.  Walker  of  Georgia  presented 
the  petition  of,  referred  - 
adverse  report  thereon 
Tariff,  Mr.  Trimble  presented  the  proceedingi 
and  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Ohio 
in  relation  to  the,  dtc,  referred 
Mr.  Sanford  presented  a  memorial  praying 

a  revision  of  the    - 
Mr.  Lowrie  presented  a  memorial  of  the 

Pennsylvania  Society,  dtc,  referred 
Mr.  Roberts  presented  a  memorial  on  the 
same  subject  .-.--- 
Mr.  Roberts  also  presented  the  petition  of 
Smith  dt  Hawkins,  Stc  - 
""aylor.  Waller,  of  Indiana,  attended 
7ayIor,  John,  the  Preaident  communicated  the 
petition  of,  referred 
adverse  report  thereon 
read,  and  concurred  in 
Teche,  a  bill  to  change  the  port  of  entry  for  the 
district  of,  read      ... 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     - 
indefinitely  postponed 

),  Mr.  Williams  submitted  a  resolution 


CDU 

to  inquire  into  the  eipediency  of  author 

ixing  the  Sute  of,  to  dispose  of  certain 

vacant  land  at  a  reduced  price 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Public  Lands 

"homas,  Jesse  B.,  of  Illinois^  attended 

'homton,  William,  Mr.  Brown  preaented  the 

memorial  of,  referred     .        .        .        . 
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237 

373 

606 

647 

660 
9 


80 
265 
277 

601 
619 
676 
623 


46 
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9 

21 
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Three  Millions,  a  bill  from  the  Houne  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  authorize  the  President  to 
borrow,  read  twice,  and  referred     -        -    692 
reported  with  an  smendroent,  read  the  third 

time,  and  pussed  as  amended  -        -    696 

the  House  of  Representatives  disagreed,  a 
conference  wss  tield,  a  compromise  agreed 
upon,  and  the  bill  finally  psssed     -        -    696 
Tichenor,  Isaac,  of  Vermont,  attended      .        .        9 
Tilghmsn,  William,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the 

petitions  of,  referred       ....    366 
(See  FratieUf  Ann.) 
Timberlake,  Joseph,  Mr.  Stokes  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred  ....  233 
adverse  report  thereon  -  ...  -  676 
read,  and  agreed  to  -        -        -        -        -    677 

Timberlake,  John  B.,  Mr.  Eaton  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        -        -        •        -  461 

adverse  report  thereon        ....  694 

a  bill  concerning,  read       ....  694 

read  a  second  time    .....  600 

third  reading  negatived     ....  648 

had  leave  to  withdraw  his  papers       -        -  696 
Tohandocke,  an  Indian  Chief,  Mr.  Van  Dyke 

presented  the  petition  of       -        -        -  480 
Tompkins,  Daniel  D.,  Vice  President,  attended 

and  took  the  chair          ....  36 
retirement  of,  from  the  chair     ...  236 
Trading- Houses  with  Indisn  tribes,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  continue  in 
force  fur  a  further  time  the  act  establish- 
ing, read -  426 

read  a  second  time    -        -        -        -        -  431 

reported  without  amendment     ...  442 

resd  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        •  460 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  the  annual  report 

ofthe 438 

the  general  account  of  the,  communicated  687 
Treasury  Depsrtment,  report  of  the  Secretary  of 

the.  in  obedience  to  the  act  establishing  a  22 

a  bill  for  the  lietter  organnation  of  the,  read  70 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        •  76 

reported  without  amendment    ...  477 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        -        .  677 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  amendments,  and  agreed  to    -        -  696 
report  of  sums  paid  to  each  clerk  in  the     -  80 
another  report,  in  obedience  to  the  act  estab- 
lishing the    119 

Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Depsrtments,  a  bill 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  in  ad- 
dition to  the  several  acts  establishing  and 

regulating  the       -        -        -        -        -  646 

read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading        -  661 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -  668 

reported  without  smendment     ...  686 

ordered  to  a  third  reading          ...  627 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  62S 

Trimble,  William,  A.,  of  Ohio,  attended  -        -  9 
remarks  of,  on  hb  amendment  to  the  Mis- 
souri bill  from  the  House  of  Repreaenta* 

tives 469 

on  the  bill  providing  for  sale  of  public  lands  486 

on  the  military  appropriations    ...  666 
on   the   amendment  dissgreed  to  by  the 

House  of  Representatives      ...  687 

on  the  bill  for  clothing  the  Army        -    608,  610 

on  the  Canal  bill 681 
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TuicalooMiy  Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  submitted 
a  reaolntion  reapeeting  the  establishment 

of  a  land  office  at 237 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 

Public  Lands 256 

Two  per  cent.  Fund  from  Land  Sales,  Mr.  Noble 
submitted  a  resolution  of  inquirj,  con- 
cerning the  amount  of  the,  for  Indiana 

and  Illinois 461 

agreed  ta,  and  referred  to  the  Secretaiy  of 

the  Treasury 463 

report  from  that  officer  in  obedience  thereto    489 

U. 

Uniform  Sytem  of  Bankruptcy,  Mr.  Dana  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of  the  New  HaTen 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  praying  for  a, 
referred  -----  -      66 

Mr.  Parrott  presented  a  similar  one  from 
merchants  and  others  of  Portsmouth,  New 
Hampshire,  referred  to  the  same    -        -      73 
Mr.  Sanford  presented  a  similar  one  from 
the  New  York  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
referred  to  the  same       ....       76 

a  bill  tu  establish  a,  read    -        -        -        -      81 

read  a  second  time 101 

further  consideration  postponed    362,  370,  426, 

480,489 
bill  discussed     ....      492,496,502 
a  motion  for  indefinite  postponement  nega- 
tived      619 

the  discusBion  of  the  bill  resumed    520, 527,  533, 

535,  541,  659 
certain  amendments  agreed  to   -        -        -    644 
the  third  reading  of  the  bill  negatived        -    661 
Unlocated  Claims,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives lor  relief  of  persons  holding 
confirmed,  in  Illinois,  twice  read,  and  re- 
ferred   -. 612 

reported  without  amendment      ...    683 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -    691 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    696 
Unproductive  Post  Roads,  report  of  thi  Post- 
master General  of  -        -        -        -        -    602 

V. 

Van  Cleef,  John  M.     (See  Ditdiey,  E.  B.) 
Van  Duersen,   William,  and  George  Wolcott, 
surveyors  of  revenue  in  Connecticut,  Mr. 

Dana  presented  the  petition  of       -        -  21 

referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce,  dec.  26 

Van  Dyke,  Nicholas,  of  Delaware,  attended      -  9 

speech  of,  on  the  Maine  and  Missouri  bill  -  300 

ofn  the  Bankrupt  bill        -        -        -     621,  628 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Lloyd's  amendment  to 

the  same        ...                .        .  542 

on  reconsidering  the  vote  rejecting  it  •        -  664 

on  the  bill  for  relief  of  the  Winters   -        -  619 

on  the  District  Banks  bUl        -        -        -  644 

Vessels  of  War,  a  bill  to  anthoriie  the  building 

of  a  certain  number  of  small,  read  •        -  639 

read  a  second  time    -        -        -        -        .  661 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  622 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  623 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  an  amendment     ....  690 

read,  and  agreed  to 691 

ViUere,  Jacques,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana  pr^ 

sented  the  petition  of^  referred  '     -        -  366 


Vincennes  Land  District,  a  biH  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  the  relief  of  eertaio 
settlers  within  the,  twice  read,  and  re- 
ferred  ...       -       .       --ijs 
reported  without  amendment     -        -       •   €:« 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -         .        .    ^ 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .        .    €7S 
Vine  and  Olive,  a  bill  supplemental  to  the  act 
to  set  apart  and  dispose  of  certain  lands 
for  the  encouragement  of  the  cahivatian 

of  the,  read 56S 

read  a  second  time    -        -        -         -       -    573 
referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury    -    6;: 
the  report  of  said  officer    -        -         -        •    €96 
Virginia,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  alter  the  terms  for  holding  the 
court  for  the  western  district  of,  read  twice    23% 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        .        -    tTl 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -        •    30( 
Virginia  Revolutionary  Line,  Mr.  Barbour  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  in  respect  to  nnlocated 
warrants  issued  to  the  officers  and  aoldieri 

of  the 531 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands         •        -         -        .        -    57 
Vreeland,  Ann,  Mr.  Dickerson  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  -        -         -         .        -     -l. 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read         -        .       -     tf 
read  a  second  time    -        -         .        .       .     r 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         ...     6^ 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .       -     74 

W. 

Wabash,  Mr.  Noble  presented  the  petition  of 
sundry  descendants  of  the  first  settlers  of 
the,  referred  -        -        -         -        -        -    5^ 

Wait,  Thomas  B.,  Mr.  Otis  presented  the  memo- 
rial of----         ...ii 

(See  Siate  Papers.) 
Waldoborough,  Maine,  Mr.  Miller  snbmitted  a 
resolution  respecting  a  road  from,  to  Bel- 

fest 4S 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Post  Offices,  Ac.    -        -         ...    451 
Walker,  John  W.,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  Alabama,  produced  his  cre- 
dentials and  took  his  seat        ...     S3 
drew  the  lot  No.  1     -        -        -        -        -     3; 
speech  o(,  on  the  bill  to  change  the  mode  of 

disposing  of  public  lands        -        -    444,  441 
remarks  of,  on  his  amendment  of  the  same     4^> 

Walker,  Freeman,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  Georgia,  in  place  of  John 
Forsyth,  resigned,  produced  hjs  creden- 
tials, dec.       -        -        -        -        -        -     2S 

speech  of,  on  Mr.  Roberts's  amendment  to 
the  Missouri  bill     -        -        -        -        -    13 

on  Mr.  Lloyd's  amendment  to  the  Bankrupt 

biU -    5tJ 

remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  reconsider  its 
rejection        -        -        -        -        -        -    5<i^ 

Ward,  Samuel,  a  bill  for  the  relief  o(  read  -  ' 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  ^ 
reported  without  amendment  -  .  .  £ 
oraered  to  a  third  reading  ...  -  34 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  .  •  X 
Ward,  Joaiah,  Mr.  Morril  presented  the  petilioB 

of,  referred    .-.-.-     4^ 
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fn  and  Navy  Aoeounto,  the  Treaturer'a  state- 

meDtofthe 488 

^tnen,  James,  Mr.  Otia  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred    •-..-.  33 

adverse  report  thereon       ....  267 

read,  and  concurred  in               ...  277 
Washington,  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  inhabitants 

of  the  City  of,  read        ....  372 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -  373 

reported  with  amendments        ...  470 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  595 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        •        -  601 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  amendments 673 

agreed  to,  with  exceptions         ...  675 
a  conference  held,  and  compromise  agreed 

upon 687 

a  bill  further  to  extend  the  charter  of  the 

City  of,  read 426 

read  a  second  time 429 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  432 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -  486 
a  bill  explanatory  of  the  act  authorizing  the 

sale  of  certain  public  ground  in,  read      -  540 
read  a  second  time    .....  551 
ashington  Canal  Company,  report  of  the  Pres- 
ident and  Directors  of  the      ...  672 
'aters,  George,  on  motion  of  Mr.  King  of  New 
York  the  papers  of,  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Pensions,  dtc.          -        -  497 
committee  discharged,  the  petitioner  having 
received  hit  pension       ....  577 

ells,  Benjamin,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred    .        -        .        .        •    370 

a  bill  supplemental  to  the  act  for  relief  of, 
read -    489 

read  a  seeond  time,  and  referred        -        -    494 

reported  without  amendment,  and  recom- 
mitted    562 

committee  discharged        ....     684 
ells,  Benjamin,  John  Wells,  and  John  Web- 
ster, Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition 
of,  referred 524 

the  committee  discharged  ...    684 

Blsh,  Nicholas,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  presentetl  the 

petition  of,  referred        ....    480 
estern  Road  Fund.    (See  Two  per  cent,  on 

Lands.) 
est  Indies,  so  much  of  the  Message  as  relates 
to  commercial  intercourse  with  the,  and 
British  possessions,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Foreign  Relations    ...      29 
;ymouth,  Dean,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        ....    480 
adverse  report  thereon       -        -        -        -    641 
read,  and  concurred  in      -        -        -        -    643 
iiite,  Vassell,  Mr.  Otis  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred 288 

the  committee  discharged  ....    675 
lite,  J.  E.  Sl  Co.,  Mr.  Elliott  presented  the 
memorial  of,  referred     •        •        «        .    388 
adverse  report  thereon       ....    482 
kofi;  William,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred        •        •      76 
the  committee  discharged  ....    690 
le,  Conrad,  administrator  of  Elijah  Shallos, 
and  others,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  read 23 


Page. 
Wilkinson,  General  James,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  relief  of,  twice  read, 

and  referred 613 

reported  without  amendment  -  -  -  619 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  675 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  678 
Willcox,  Richard,  Mr.  Dana  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred  ■  .  .  .  .  364 
a  bill  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  State  to 

issue  letters  patent  to,  read    ...  425 

read  a  second  time    .        .        .        I.        .  429 

ordered  to  a  third  reading         ...  473 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        •  478 

Williams,  John,  of  Tennessee,  attended    -        -  9 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  relief  of  sufferers 

in  the  Seminole  war      ....  527 

on  the  bill  providing  for  clothing  the  army  609 

Williams,  Thomas  H.,  of  Mississippi  attended  -  9 
Williamson,  John,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        ....  33 
adverse  report  thereon        -        -        -        -  159 
read  and  agreed  to-        -        •        -        -801 
Willis,  Henry,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of,  twice  read,  and  re- 
ferred      612 

reported  without  amendment    -        -        -  619 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         ...  651 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  663 
Wilman,  Christian,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Trimble, 
the  Committee  of  Claims  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allow- 
ing payment  for  a  horse  to    -        -        -  603 
said  committee  discharged          ...  690 

Wilson,  James,  of  New  Jersey  attended  .        •  9 

remarks  of,  on  postponing  the  Land  bill    -  481 

on  the  Bankrupt  bill  ....  522 
on    reconsidering  the  vote   rejecting  said 

bill 564 

on  the  Appropriation  bill  ....  572 
on  the  disagreement  of  the  House  of  Repre- 

sentativea  to  the  Senate's  amendments  -  587 

on  the  bill  for  clothing  the  army  -  -  610 
Wilson,  Ann,  the  President  communicated  the 

petition  of,  referred        ....  73 

the  committee  discharged .        -        -        .  690 

Winter,  Gabriel,  and  others,  Mr.  Williams  of 
Tennessee  presented  the  memorial  of,  re- 
ferred      118 

a  bill  for  the  benefit  of,  read      ...  496 

read  a  second  time 499 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -  619 
recommitted  to  a  select  committee     -        -  629 
reported  with  amendments        ...  647 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  679 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        .  684 
Winton,  John,  Mr.  Williams  of  Tennessee  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred        .        -  37 
the  committee  discharged       .        .        -  675 
Wire  Screws.    (See  Stoddard,  John.) 
Withers,  Thomas  C,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  relief  of,  read  twice, 
and  referred  ....--  600 
reported  with  amendments        -        -        -  612 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended        •  668 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  673 
Wood,  James,  Mr.  Elliott  presented  the  memo- 
rial of,  referred       ...        -        -  26 
adverse  report  thereon       ....  75 
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Wood,  Jame*— continued. 

report  recommitted  to  same  committee       -    429 
similar  report,  and  committee  Uiicharged    -    519 

Y. 

Yeai  and  Najs,  on  recommitting  the  Mfine  and 

Miaaouribill 118 

on  the  third  reading  of  Mr.  Dickerson's 
amendment  to  the  Conatitotion 

on  Mr.  Lloyd's  motion  to  amend  the  same 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  same 

on  Mr.  Roberts's  amendment  to  the  Mis- 
souri bill        ..... 

on  the  motion  to  unite  the  Maine  and  Mis- 
souri bills      ...... 

on  Mr.  Trimble's  amendment  to  Mr.  Tho- 
mas's proposed  section    ... 

on  sgreeing  to  Mr.  Thomas's  section  to  the 
bill 

on  ordering  the  bill  as  amended  to  a  third 
reading  .-..-- 

on  receding  from  the  amendments  to  the 
same     - 

on  Mr.  Edwards's  amendment  to  the  Loan 
bill      , 468,  486 

on  Mr.  Barbour's  amendment  to  the  Missouri 
bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives    - 

on  Mr.  Trimble's  amendment    ... 

on  Mr.  Walker's  amendment  to  the  Land 
bUI 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  said  bill    - 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  Bankrupt 
bill 

on  Mr,  Van   Djrke's  amendment   to   the 
same 636,  544 

on  amending  the   Military  Appropriation 
bill 

on  the  resolution  for  adjournment  of  Con- 
gress      

on  the  motion  to  postpone  the  Bankrupt  bill 
to  neit  session       ..... 

on  the  third  reading  of  said  bill 

on  reconsidering  the  Tote  thereon 

on  the  third  reeling  of  the  bill  concerning 
defaulters 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  relief  of 
John  H.  Piatt 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  Navigation  bill  « 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  concerning 
district  judges 


Page.  I  Yeas  and  Nays— continued.  Pifi 

*    ^^  on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  pro- 

viding for  clothing  the  Army  -        -        -69 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  grant- 
ing pre-emption  rights  to  the  8ute  of 
Ohio 611 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  relating  to 
the  claim  of  E.  and  W.  Winter      -        -    61 

on  indefinite  poatponement  of  the  Road  and 
Canal  bill C 

on  amending  the  bill  concerning  RctoIo- 

tionary  pensions  ....  639,  M 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  same  -  63 
on  the  third  resding  of  the  same  -  -  U 
on  a  substitute  for  the  House  bill  concern- 
ing the  District  banks  -  .  .  -  f^ 
on  the  final  passage  of  said  bill  -  -  -  M 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  Road  and 
Canal  bill fi 

on  postponing  the  bill  conceroing  duties 
on  imports    -----.    fl 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  limiting  the 
term  of  certain  offices    -        -        .        -   St 

on  agreeing  to  the  House  amendments  of 
the  ^ill  to  establish  additional  land  offices 
in  Alabama  ------   SJ 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  the  ben- 
efit of  £.  and  W.  Winter        -        -        -    61 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  Western 
Canal  bUl «l 

.    61 


468 
469 

482 
489 

519 


557 

559 

660 
661 
565 

576 

594 
696 

596 


-    61 


OB  ordering  the  aame  to  a  third  reading 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  Pre-emp- 
tion bill 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  House 
resoltt^on  to  suspend  the  operation  of  the 
act  concerning  Revolutionary  pensioas  - 

Young,  Robert,  and  Richard  Bland  Lee,  jodgn, 
respectively,  of  the  orphans'  couru  of  At- 
eiandria  and  Washington,  the  memorisl 
of,  referred    ...        -        -        -   41 


a  bill  to  increase  the  allowance  of;  read 
read  a  second  time  .  -  -  .  • 
blank  filled,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Youngs,  Martha  and  brothers,  Mr.  Sanlord  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred 
adverse  report  thereon       .... 
read,  and  concurred  in      -        ... 
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Abbot,  Joel,  of  Georgia  produced  his  credentials, 
and  was  qualified 

Abstracts  of  Lands,  a  bill  to  enable  the  Governor 
of  Illinois  to  obtain  certain,  twice  read,  and 
referred         ...--- 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Accountability,  Mr.  Randolph  submitted  a  reso- 
lution on  the  subject  of,  in  relation  to  pub- 
lic moneys    ..---- 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury 1069 


702 


1675 
2242 


1066 


AccovntSp  appointment  of  standing  Committee 

Acrea  of  Land  sold,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hendricks, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  direct- 
ed to  report  the  number  of,  at  the  sercral 
land  offices  since  their  institution   - 

Adams,  Benjamin,  of  Maasaehusetls  was  qoali- 
fied,  and  took  his  seat    -        .        -        - 

Adams,  Samuel  G.,  Mr.  Tyler  moved  to  reverse 

tho  unfavorable  report  of  the  Commiucf 

of  Claims  on  petition  of,  and  to  order  a  fadt 

the  motion  was  negatived,  and   the  report 

concurred  in  ..... 
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ditional  Armory,  Mr.  Herrick  Bubmitted  a  re- 
tolutton,inftructingthe  Military  Commit- 
tee to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ec- 
tabliabing  an,  which,  being  amended,  was 
agreed  to  -----  .  734 
the  committee  reported  inexpediency         -  1640 

ditional  Naval  Force,  a  bill  to  amend  the  act 
autboriiing  the  employment  of  an,  read 
twice,  and  referred         ....  ]655 
reported  withoat  amendment,  read  the  third 
Ume,  and  paned    -        -        .        -        -  2336 

lam,  John,  Mr.  Archer  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred    ------    800 

Tieal'  ore,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  of  North 
Carolina,  it  waa  resolved  to  appoint  a 
standing  committee  on  -        -        -        -  2178 

ricuttaral  Society  of  Fredericksburg,  Mr.  Bar- 
bour preaented  the  remonstrance  of  the, 
againat  increasing  the  duties  on  importa- 
UoDs,  referred        .        .        -        -   848, 2296 

ftbaoia,  Mr.  Anderson  presented  the  constita- 

tion  formed  by  the  people  of  -  -  -  703 
a  joint  resolution  frem  the  Senate,  declaring 

the  admission  of,  into  the  Union    -        -     706 
read  three  times,  and  passed      -        -        -    710 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Crowell,  the  Committee 
of  Public  Landa  were  instructed  to  inqnire 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  addi- 
tional land  offices  in      -        -        -        -    801 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  that  effect  twice 

read,  and  referred  -----  1848 
reported  with,  amendments  -  .  -  1899 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  -  .  .  1900 
taken  up,  and  recommitted  -  .  -  1948 
reported  with  further  amendments  -  -  1997 
read  the  third  time,  end  passed  as  amended  2063 
the  Senate  concur  in  four,  and  diaagrea  to 
thn*e  of  the  amendments       .        -        -  2213 

the  House  receded 2220 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  establiah  a  diatrict 

o)urt  in,  read  twice,  and  referred  -  -  936 
reported  with  amendmenta  ...  990 
ord«*red  to  a  third  reading  as  amended  -  1837 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  aa  amended  1848 
the  Senate  dissgreed  to  the  amendments  -  1863 
the  House  insisted    -----  1866 

ezander,  Mark,  of  Virginia,  waa  qualified,  and 

took  his  seat 702 

speech  of,  on  the  revision  of  the  tariff       -  2010 
icnation  of  Territory,  Mr.  Clay  submitted  reso- 
lutions on  the  subject  of        -        -        -  1691 
speech  of  Mr.  Clay  on  said  resolations        -  1719 
speech  of  Mr.  Lowndes     .        -        .        .  1731 
len,  Samuel  C,  of  Massachuaetts  was  qoali- 

fied,  and  took  his  seat    .        -        -        -     701 
len,  Nathaniel,  of  New  York  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 701 

len,  Robert,  of  Tennessee  was  qualified,  and 

took  his  seat 702 

speech  of,  on  the  Senate  bill  for  relief  of  the 
sufferers  in  the  Seminole  war        -        -  1679 
len,  Sarah,  a  bill  for  the  benefit  of,  read  twice^ 

and  referred          -        -        -        .        -    749 
reported  without  amendment,  and  recom- 
mitted   821 

again  reported  without  amendment,  and  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading         .        .        -     830 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        -        -    846 
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-  1047 


2207 


740 


-    876 


-    70% 


Allison,  Rev.  Burgess,  election  of,  as  Chaplain  - 

American  Colonization  Society,  Mr.  Randolph 

presented  the  memorial  of,  read 

report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  consider 

the  memorial         .        .        -        .        - 

a  bill  to  incorporate  the,  read  twice,  and 

committed     ----..  2216 
postponed  to  next  session  of  Congress        -  2236 

Ancient  titles  to  land  in  Michigan,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Woodbridge,  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands  were  instr^icted  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing  for  the  ad- 
justment of 

thst  committee,  by  request,  discharged,  and 
the  same  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims    -        -        . 
Anderson,  Richard  C,  of  Kentucky  was  quali- 
fied, and  took  his  aeat    -        -        - 

remarks  of,  on  postponing  Mr.  Taylor's  reso- 
lution     736 

on  printing  the  secret  journal  of  the  Old 
Congress 1066 

speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill    -        -        -  1263 

remarks  of,  on  the  Revolutionary  Pension 
bUl        ------        -  1664 

speech  of,  on  the  resolution  to  purchase 
atock  in  the  Kentucky  Canal  Company  1738 

remarka  of,  on  Mr.  Clay's  resolutions  touch- 
ing the  Spanish  treaty  -  .  - 
Andrews,  Phineas,  an  adverse  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of,  concurred  in  - 
Application  of  Appropriations,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Storrs,  a  committee  was  sppointed  to  in- 
quire into  the,  made  for  pay,  dec,  of  the 
Army   ------- 

Appling,  Rebecca  C,  Mr.  Abbot  preaented  the 
petition  of,  referred        -        .        .        . 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        .        . 

negatived  on  the  third  reading  -        -        . 

Appointment  of  Membera  of  Congress  to  oflioe, 

Mr.  Cobb's  joint  resolution  on  the  subject, 

read  twice,  and  amended        ... 

the  third  reading  negatived        ... 

Archer,  Stevenson,  of  Maryland  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat  -        -        .        -        - 

speech  of,  introducing  certain  reaolutions  - 
Archer,  William  S.,  of  Virginia,  elected  in  place 
of  J.  Pleasants,  resigned,  produced  his 
credentials,  and  was  qualified 

speech  of,  on  Mr.  Clay 'a  reaolutions  touch- 
ing the  Spanish  treaty   .... 

on  the  revision  of  the  tariff  ... 
Arkansas,  the  Speaker  presented  the  petition  of 
sundry  inhabitonte  of     - 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Anderson,  the  Committee 
on  Public  Ijanda  were  inatructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  authorizing 
the  President  to  appoint  a  regiater  and 
receiTer  for  the  county  of  Lawrence,  in  1042 


-  1768 


-  1633 


717 

768 
798 
860 
869 


1691 
1869 

701 
930 


920 

1743 
2017 

990 


a  bill  to  that  effect  read  twice    - 


-  1464 


amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -  1673 


read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
bill  from  the  Senate  relating  to,  twice  read 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Army,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Quarlea,  the  Militery 
Committee   were  inatructed   to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  reorganizing  the  - 


1689 
1848 
1861 


869 


Iv 


INDEX. 


k 


HauM  Proee€(Unff9  and  Debate. 


Army — continued.  Page, 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  provide  for  clothing 

the,  in  domeatic  manufacturea,  twice  read    863 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -    903 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  as  amended  1912 
the  Senate  disagreed  to  the  first  amend- 
ment      2S02 

the  House  of  Representatives  insisted        -  2205 
the  Senate  also  insisted    ....  2221 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  the  Secretary  of 
War  was  directed  to  report,  at  the  next 
session  of  Congress,  a  plan  for  the  reduc- 
tion of  the,  to  six  thousand  men     -        •  2233 
Mr.  Floyd  submitted  a  resolution  of  inquiry 
into  the  expediency  of  reducing  the        -  2145 
Arsenals,  &c.,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  consider  the  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  sub- 
ject of I860 

Articles  of  Compact  between  Kentucky   and 
Tennessee,  Mr.  Robertson  submitted  to 
the  House  a  copy  of  the        -        -        -  1837 
a  joint  resolution  giving  the  consent  of  Con- 
gress to  the  same,  twice  read,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 1848 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -  1861 
Attorney  General,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Holmes,  the 
report  of   moneys   paid  for  extra  ser- 
vices to  the,  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Expenditures  in  the   State  De- 
partment      ......    780 

letters  from  the,  on  the  subject  of  the  duties, 
of  his  office 2463 

Auction,  a  bill  laying  duties  on  sales  of  mer- 
chandise at,  twice  read,  and  referred    -    924 

reported  with  amendments,  discussed,  and 
the  third  reading  negatived    -        -        -  2178 

vote  reconsidered,  and  bill  ordered  to  a  third 
reading 2183 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  2184 

B. 

Babbitt,  Jacob,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief 

of 2235 

read  twice,  and  committed         ...  2236 
Baker,  Caleb,  of  New  York,  was  qualified,  and 

took  his  seat 781 

BaJances  on  hand,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Storrs^  the 
Secretaries  of  War  and  Navy  were  re- 
spectively directed  to  report  a  statement 

ofall 702 

Ttfott  from  the  SeereUry  of  the  Navy  in 

obedience      ....••    840 
report  from  the  Secretaiy  of  War       -        -    859 
another  from  the  latter      ....    929 
Baldwin,  Heniy,  of  Pennsylvania,  wasqualifiod, 

and  took  his  seat 701 

remarks  of,  on  printing  the  secret  Journal  of 

the  Old  Congress 1055 

on  the  military  appropriations    -        •        -  1615 
on  the  same  for  fortifications     ...  1623 
on  the  resolution  fixing  a  day  for  adjourn- 
ment      1672 

speech  of,  on  the  revision  of  the  Urifif       -  1916 
on  the  bill  prescribing  cash  payments  for 

duties 1969 

remarks  of,  on  the  duty  on  sales  at  auction  2174, 

2176,  2194,  2199 
on  the  Loan  bill 2193 


Ball,  William  Lee,  of  Viiginia,  was  qvaliM 

and  took  his  seat  -        -        -       -      >  T^ 
Baltimore,  an  adverse  report  on  ihepetitiMsf 
sundry  merchants  praying  oompeasttios 
for  the  vessels  sunk  in  the  harbor  of      •  W 
Bank  of  Alexandria,  Mr.  Kent  presented  tbe  pe> 
tition  of  the  President  and  dircctois  of 
the,  praying  renewal  of  charter,  refeired  ?1« 
(See  DUtrici  Banks.) 
Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  Mr.  Kent  also  presented 

the  petition  of  the,  reCerrod    >  •  i?. 

(See  at  above.) 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  report  of  the  Scot- 

tary  of  the  Treasury,  on  the  state  of  the  \m\ 
another  report  from  the  same,  ahowiog  tbf 

state  of  the,  at  snndiy  times  -       •      •  1SS( 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasmyos 
the  state  oi,  and  its  offices      -  -i^ 


Bankruptcy,  Mr.  Seigeant  preaented  a  suBonii 
of  the  Philadelphia  Chamber  of  Cois- 
merce,  praying  a  uniform  system  of,  re- 
ferred -        -        -        .        -       - 

Mr.  Little  presented  a  «mil»r  petilioa  fioo 
Baltimore     ..... 

a  bill  to  establish  a  nniform  ejatam  o^  twia 
read,  and  referred  ... 

Mr.  Newton  presented  the  petition  of  mer 
chants  of  Norfolk,  refarred  to  the  oooiiBit 
tee  on  the  bill        .... 

Mr.  Whitney,  the  same  from  Maine,  refec 
red  to  the  same     .... 

Mr.  Pinckney,  the  same  from  §oaih  Cuo- 
lina      ....        -       - 

Mr.  Meigs,  the  same  from  New  York 

Mr.  Parker,  the  same  from  Masaachosettft 

Barbour,  Philip  P^  of  Virginia,  was  qualiM 
and  took  his  seat  -        -        .       . 

speech  of,  on  the  proposed  territoiiai  gor 
emment  for  the  District  of  Cobuabit 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the 
deaf  and  dumb      .... 

speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill   - 

on  his  amendment  to  the  RevolatioDUj 
Penaion  bill  -        -        -        -       • 

on  the  revision  of  the  tariff 

remarks  of,  on  the  Loan  bill      -       -  S19  K 
Barbour,  Philip,  a  bill  fyit  relief  of  the  logal  rep- 
resentatives of,  read  twice 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Banow,  Matthew,  a  bill  from  the  Senals  for 
relief  o^  read  twice,  and  referred  - 
reported  without  amendment    - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
recommitted,  on  motion    .        •       - 
again  reported  without  amendment  - 
read  the  third  time,  and  peaaed 

Bateman,  Ephraim,  of  New  Jersey,  was  quali- 
fied, and  took  his  seat   .        >       .      - 
Bates,  J.  W.,  a  Delegate  from  Arkansas,  was 
qualified,  and  took  his  seat    - 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections  coo- 
firming  his  election        .        .       .      - 
Baxter,  Stephen,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read, 
and  referred  -.--.- 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading         .        .        .      - 
read  the  third  time^  and  passed 
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3ayard,  Willianiy  snd  otheri,  Mr.  8erge«iit  pre- 
sented the  petition  o(  referred        -        -  1673 
adverse  report  thereon      ....  2206 

3ayly,  Thomas,  of  Maryland,  was  qualified,  and 

took  his  seat         .....    733 

3eall,  Samuel  B.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  reed  twice      906 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1807 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  1609 

Beatty,  Charles  A.,  Thomas  Corcoran,  Elisha 
W.  Williams,  and  John  Hoye,  Mr.  War- 
field  presented  the  petition,  relating  to  a 
street  in  Georgetown     -        -        -        -    718 

Beaulieu,  Lewis  Joseph,  a  bill  for  relief  of*  twice 

read      •-•.--.    726 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1807 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        •  1808 

Beck  and  Harvey,  a  bill  for  relief  of^  read  twice    788 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  i807 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  1808 

Beecher,  Philemon,  of  Ohio,  was  qnalified,  and 

took  his  seat  ......    708 

Bellamy,  Aaron,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rich,  the 
Committee  of  Claims  were  instmcCed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
compensation  to,  for  a  vessel  captured  1^ 
the  enemy  on  Lake  Champlain      -        .761 
Bervat,  Gabriel,  a  bill  fi'om  the  Senate  for  relief 

of,  twice  read,  and  referred    -        •        •  1888 
committee  discharged,  bill  laid  on  the  table  2334 
Bickley,  Daniel,  and  Catharine  Clark,  a  bill  Ibr 

relief  of,  twice  read        ....  I8O8 

ordered  to  a  third  reading          ...  issi 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          .        .  1828 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment      2208 

amendment  read  and  concurred  in     .        .  8806 
Diddle,  Captain,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  concerning  the  cruise  of  the 
Ontario,  in  the  Pacific  ocean  •        .  1809 
Digger's  Rangers,  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  on  the  petition  of  the  Legislature  of 
Indiana,  on  behalf  of     ...        .  1381 
Blakeley,  Mr.  Crowell  presented  the  petition  of 
the  inhabitants  of,  praying  that  said  town 
may  be  made  a  port  of  entry,  referred    .1186 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  establish  the  dis* 
trict  of,  read  twice,  and  referred     -        .  1848 
Bloomfield,  Joseph,  of  New  Jersey,  was  quali- 
fied, and  took  his  seat    •        •        -        -    701 
remarks  of,  on  Revolutionary  Pension  bill  1661 
Board  of  Commissioners  of  the  Navy,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Fuller,  the  Naval  Committee  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  modifying  the  act  establishing  the      -    898 
report  of  said  committee  that  it  is  inexpe- 
dient            •        .  8166 

Doden,  Andrew,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat  .....    710 
Bond  Creek  Saline,  Mr.  McLean,  of  Kentucky, 
presented  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature 
of  Ulinob,  praying  a  grant  of  certain  wood- 
land  for  the  use  of  the,  referred      -        -791 
Booge,  Aaron,  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of, 

(for  army  chaplains)      ....  1414 
Boundaries,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  authorise 
the  President  to  ascertain  and  designate 

certain 1833 

twice  read 1837 

laid  on  the  table 1899 


Page. 
Boundaries  of  Districts,  a  bill  to  designate  the, 

^c,  twice  read      .....    991 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1399 

recommitted      -        .        -        .        .        .1912 
Boundary  Line,  between  Ohio  and  Michigan,  a 

joint  resolution  reUtive  to  the,  twice  read,  1953 
reported  without  amendment,  and  laid  on 

the  table 8010 

between  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  paper 
from   the    commissioners  appointed    by 
those  States  for  the  adjustment  of  the    •  2467 
Bounty  Land,  Mr.  Walker  submitted  a  lesolu* 

tion  on  the  subject  of,  referred        -        .991 
a  bill  authoriiing  granU  o(  in  certain  cases, 

twice  read,  &c 1542 

the  committee  to  whom  the  above  resolution 
was  referred  reported  the  inexpediency  of 
granting,  to  substitutes  -        .        .        .1810 
Bowie  dp  Kurtz,  and  others,  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate for  relief  of,  read  twice  and  referred  -  1540 
a  report,  recommending  indefinite  postpone- 
ment   .--.-..  1694 
Boyd,  Brigadier  General,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Bloomfield,    was    admitted    within    the 
House  .......  1635 

Braden,  Elizabeth,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read  1676 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1677 
Brevard,  Joseph,  of  South  Carolina,  was  quali- 
fied and  took  hii  seat    ....    702 

British  Subjects,  the  applications  of  the  British 
Minister  in  relation  to  the  claims  of,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Rela- 
tions     934 

Brooks,  Major  John,  report  of  the  Secretary  of 

War  on  the  petition  of  -        •        -        -    948 
Brown,  William,  of  Kentucky,  was  qualified  and 

took  his  seat         -        -        .        .        .    702 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendments  to 

the  Maine  bill        -        ...        .  1409 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendments  to 

the  military  apnropriations     ...  1739 
remarks  of,  on  tne  bill  relating  to  the  Dis- 
trict Banks  1835 

Brownstown,  on  motion  of  Mr.   Woodbridge,  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  con- 
cerning the  treaty  made  at    -        -        .    940 
report  of  said  committee  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble         8236,  8469 

Bruce,  Joseph,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read      -  1693 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1881 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        .  1888 

Brushy  Henry,  of  Ohio,  was  qualified  and  took 

his  seat         ......    708 

speech  of,  on  the  navy  appropriations          -    888 
speech  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Storrs          -        .    888 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gen- 
eral Wilkinson 1834 

Bryan,  Henry  K.,  of  Tennessee,  was  qualified 

and  took  his  seat 708 

Buck,  C.  N.,  Mr.  Lowndes  presented  a  letter 
from,  in  relation  to  the  Danish  brig  Hen- 
rick,  read  and  referred  ....  1861 
(See  Henriek,  Brig,) 
Buckmineter,  Thomas.    (See  Shipley,  Bther.) 
Buckner,  Richard.    (See  Janes,  Charke  8,) 
Bufifum,  Joseph,  Jr.,  of  New  Hampshire,  was 

qualified,  dec 701 

Burch,  Benjamin,  appointed   Assistant  Door- 

keeper 703 
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Burden,  Henry,  a  bill  to  euthorixe  the  Secretary 
of  State  to  iasne  lettera  patent  to,  read 

twice 1808 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -  1821 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaard  -        -        -  1821 
Bork»  Anthony,  a  biil  for  the  relief  of  the  heira 

of,  read  twice 779 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -        -        -     850 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaied  ...  1859 
Barton,  Hutchina  G.,  of  North  Carolina,  waa 

qualified,  &c 702 

apeech  of,  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  collec- 
tion of  dutiea  2159 

Barwell,  William  A.,  of  Virginia,  waa  qualified, 

Ac. 702 

Baainen  of  the  Seiaton,  Mr.  Nelaoo  moved  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  to   inquire 
into  the,  which  waa  laid  on  the  table      -  1672 
Butler,  Joaiah,  of  New  Hampahire,  waa  qualified, 

Ac 701 

apeech  of,  on  the  appropriation  for  fortifica- 
tiona 1636 

Butler,  Thomaa,  of  Louiaiana,  waa  qualified, 

Ac 790 

remarka  of,  on  the  military  appropriations  -  1624 
on  the  reaolution  concerning  Revolutionary 
penaiona        --.-.-  2222 

C. 

Cadeti,  the  Speaker  presented  a  memorial  of  a 
committee  of  the,  complaining  of  tyran- 
nical treatment,  &c.,  referred  ...    792 
a  report  thereon        .....  ]820 
the  report  recommitted      ....  1822 
again  reported  without  alteration,  and  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  -  1837 
Cahokia,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  confirming  the 

proceedings  of  the  inhabitanta  of  -  -  1913 
read  twice,  and  referred  ....  1948 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 2009 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  ...  2018 
Cain,  Henry,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McLean,  of  Ken- 
tucky, the   Committee  of  Claima  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  paying  to,  the  value  of  a  horse  killed 
or  lost  during  the  late  war,  referred        -    748 
an  adverse  report  thereon  ....     906 
Callander,  William,  the  Speaker  pretiented  the 

petition  of 1136 

Camp,  Thomaa,  the  adverse  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of,  committed  to  the  Committee  of 

the  Whole 929 

Campbell,  John  W.,  of  Ohio,  was  qualified,  and 

took  hia  seat 702 

remarks  of,  on  the  Census  bill   .        ^^        .    880 
on  the  bill  laying  dutiea  on  auction  aalea    -  2197 

Cannon,  Newton,  of  Tcnneasee,  waa  qualified, 

Ac 702 

remarka  of,  on  the  Property  bill  ...    761 

apeech  of,  in  reply  to  Mesara.  Johnaon,  of 
Virginia,  and  Storrs       ....    762 

on  the  motion  for  indefinite  poatponement 
of  the  bill  mentioned      ...     760,  774 

remarka  of,  in  explanation  of  an  allusion  by 
Mr.  Clay 822 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  the  Mili- 
tary EsUblishment         ....  1598 


Cannon,  Newton,  remarka  of—continued.        Pa^ 
on  the  appropriation  for  the  Military  Aea^ 
emy      -        -        -        -        ---160J 

on  the  military  appropriationa    .        -      - 1611 
on  hia  reaolntion  to  abolisfa  the  MilitaiT 
Academy       -        -         -        -        -      •  IW 

on  the  Revolutionary  Penaioo  bill     -      -  16S1 
on  the  Senate  bill  reapecting  the  Seounoie 
war       -        -        -         -        -        •      -  16i 

Canton,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sloan,  the  Coramittec 
on  Public  Landa  were  inatraeted  to  is- 
quire  into  the  expediency  of  providiog  far 
the  aale  of  certain  aectiona  of  land  in  the 

diatrietof ^ 

a  bill  authorizing  the  aale  of  thirteeD  fcc- 

tiona  in  eaid  district,  read  twice     -      -  19U 
read  the  third  time,  and  psaaed  •       •      •  IMS 

Capitol,  a  bill  making  appropriationa  for  complct- 
ing  repairs  on  the,  finishing  the  Pfesidsnt*f 
House,  dec,  read  twice  -        .       .      -  871 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .       .      -  334 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -       -      •  937 
a  bill  making   further    appropriations  ibr 
continuing  the  work  apon  the,  and  other 
public  buildings,  read  twice    •       -      *  1^ 
oroered  to  a  third  reading  -        -       •      •  16S4 
read  the  third  time,  and  pasaed  -       -      •  16K 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendocnti  1782 
.Cardelli,  Peter,  a  bill  to  encourage  certain  inven- 

tiona  o(  read  twice        *         -       .      .  li)^ 
Carr,  Thomaa,  and  others,  a  bill  for  the  benefit 

of,  read  twice         -        •         -       .      •   WS 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims  -        -        -        -         -       -      -  775 

the  committee  recommend  rejection  -      •  H^ 

Carter,  John  D.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

twice     -        -        -        -         .       -      •  Wl 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -       .      •  1807 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  •       -      - 18(^ 
Caae,  Walter,  of  New  York,  waa  qualifisd,  tod 

tookhiaaeat  -        -      .  -         -       .      •  Ttii 
Caah  Payments,  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maiyland,  pie- 
aented  the  petition  of  merchants  of  Bslli- 
more  praying  that,  may  be  required  on 
dutiea,  dec.,  referred        -         -       ' . .  '  ^ 
Mr.  Wendover  presented  a  counter  petition 

from  New  York,  referred        -       -      •  8W 
Mr.  Meigs  presented  a  petition  from  the  same 
place  in  favor  of,  referred        •       .-881 
Casein,  Mary,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  ths  ie> 

lief  of 1^ 

read  twice,  and  referred    -        •       •      -  IW* 
reported  without  amendment     -       '      '  ^!!! 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -      •  16* 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed         *      '  ^^^ 
Caatine,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief  of  cer- 
tain peraons  who  have  imported  goodi 
into,  twice  read,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment    -       .      -  ^ 
recommitted  to  the  Committee  of  Wayssnd 

Means 1^? 

reported  with  amendments        •  '  ^"jz 

ordered  to  a  third  reading         -       -      ~  ^^ 
Cathcart,  Jamea  Lcander,  report  of  theSecretiiy 

of  State  on  the  petition  of  -  '  '  Jr 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  -  ^ 
read  twice,  and  referred  -  -  -  -  J** 
reported  without  amendment 
read  the  third  time,  and  paased  • 
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Javalier,  Anthony,  and  Peter  PetUt,  a  bill  from 

the  Senate  confirming  the  claim  of,  to  a 

tract  of  lai^d  -        -        -        .        . 

twice  read,  and  referred     -        -        .        - 

a  detailed  report,  and  bill  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 

read  the  tliird  time,  and  paoaed  -        -        . 
l^eneas,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell,  a  commit- 
tee was  appointed  to  report  a  bill  for  tak- 
ing the  fourth 

a  bill  accordingly  twice  read      -        .        . 
ordered  to  be  printed         -        -        .        . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         -        .        . 
read  the  third  time,  and  pasted 
returned  from  the  Senate,  with  amendmento  1696 
considered,  and  concurred  in      -        -        -  1597 
Central  Bank  of  Georgetown  and  Washington, 
Mr.  Swearingen  presented  the  petition  of 
the  Preaident  and  Directors  of  the,  referred 
(See  District  Banks.) 
/halmers,  John,  an  adverse  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of- 
^hampe,  Nathaniel,  and  others,  Mr.  Woodbridge 

presented  the  petition  of,  referred  - 
;hanning,  Walter,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  lor  re- 
lief of,  twice  read  >        -        -        .        . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .        . 
/bapiains,  a  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  for 
the  appointment  of,  agreed  to         -        - 
/haplains  in  the  Army,  adverse  report  on  a  pe- 
tition to  appoint    -        -        -        .        . 
Charlton,  James,  jr.,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Floyd,  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  eipediency  of 
granting  further  time  to,  to  discharge  a 
judgment  against  him    -        .        . 
;heney,  Beley.    (See  McGretp,  John.) 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  Mr. 
McLane  submitted  a  resolution  authoria- 
ing  subscription  to  the  stock  of  the,  nega- 
tived    -----,. 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Archer,  the  President's 
Message  of  13th  January,  1813,  in  rela- 
tion to  the,  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Roads  and  Canals      -        .        . 
Mr.  McLane  presented  the  petition  of  the, 
referred  ...... 

hippewa  Indians,  a  bill  making  appropriations 
to  carry  into  effect  a  treaty  with  the,  read 

twice _        . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading         ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  pasted 
bristmas,  Mr.  Bloomfield  onered  a  joint  reso- 
lution, that  the  two  Houses  adjourn  from 
the  24 ih  instant  to  the  3d  of  January  next 
the  resolution  considered,  and  negatived    - 
ircuit  Court  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  a  bill 
from  the  Senate  providing  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the,  twice  read    -        .        . 
the  third  reading  negatived        ... 
Mr.  Warfield  made  an  unsnccesaful  motion 
to  the  same  effect  .        .        -        - 
tvilization  of  the  Indians,  a  report  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  of  the  progreas  made  under 
the  act  for  the,  read        .... 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs in  relation  to  the  act  for 
lagett,  Clifton,  of  New  Hampshire  was  quali- 
fied, dbc.        ..... 

16tb  Con.  lat  S£88.^^ 


1033 
1712 

706 

2241 
701 


702 
702 


781 
814 
831 


-  1137 


838 


-     868 


1023 


2062 
2241 
2246 


749 
750 


768 
786 


-     821 


-    914 


-  2009 


701 


Clagett,  Clifton^continned.  Pgg^, 

speech  of,  on  Mr.  Taylor's  amendment  to 
the  Missouri  bill    -        .        .        .        . 
on  the  bill  to  amend  the  Revolutionary  Pen- 
sion law        ---._. 

Claims,  appointment  of  the  standing  committee 
of 

discharge  of  said  committee  from  all  business 
not  acted  on         -        -        -        .        . 

Clark,  Robert,  of  New  York  was  qualified,  dec.  - 
Clark,  Catharine.    (See  Biekley,  Daniel.) 
Clazton,  Thomas,  appointment  of,  as  Doorkeeper    703 
Clay,  Henry,  of  Kentucky,  was  qualified,  &c.   -     702 

election  of,  as  Speaker      .... 

address  of,  to  the  House  on  his  election      - 

remarks  of,  on  the  Senate  bill  to  provide  ac- 
commodations for  the  circuit  court  of  the 
District  of  Columbia      -        -        .        . 

speech  o(  on  the  Navy  appropriations 

on  the  Maine  bill      ..... 

in  reply  to  Messrs.  Holmes  and  Livermora    836 

repudiating  any  intention  to  connect  the 
eases  of  Maine  and  Missouri  -        -        -    840 

remarks  of,  on  the  Census  bill   ...    ggQ 

on  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  deaf  and 
dumb 883,889 

on  Uking  up  the  appropriation  bills   -        -  1676 

on  the  bill  concerning  the  Military  Estab- 
lishment         1802 

on  the  MiliUry  appropriations    -        -  161 1, 1616 

speech  of,  on  the  practice  of  exceeding  ap- 
propriations, &.C  -        -        -  #      - 

introductory,  of  resolutions  respecting  alien- 
ation of  territory    -        -        . 

remarks  of,  on  the  District  banks 

on  the  revision  of  the  tariff       ... 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  collec- 
tion of  duties         ..... 

on  the  Loan  bill        -        -        .        .        . 

on  his  South  American  resolutions    - 

address  of,  at  the  close  of  the  session  - 
Clerks,  a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to  regu- 
late and  fix  the  pay  of,  twice  read  - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        .        . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment, and  agreed  to       ...        . 

a  bill  to  increase  the  number  of,  in  the  War 
Department,  read  twice  ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

Cobb,  Thomas  W.,  of  Georgia,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat   ..... 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  concerning  ex- 
ecutions in  the  Army     .... 

on  postponement  o(  the  Property  bill  - 

on  the  bill  to  provide  accommodations  for 
the  circuit  court  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia          781,783 

on  the  resolution  to  form  a  territorial  gov- 
ernment  in  the  District  of  Columbia 

on  Mr.  Strother's  resolution  concerning 
finances         ...... 

speech  of,  on  the  appropriation  for  holding 
a  treaty  with  the  Indians        ...  1642 

remarks  of,  on  the  relief  bill  for  Savannah  1804 

on  the  Ui«trict  Bank  bill   -        .        .        .  1823 

speech  of,  on  his  resolution  to  amend  the 
Constitution 1949 
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Cocke,  John,  of  Tennettee,  was  qoalified,  dec  -    701 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendments  to 

the  militarj  appropriations     .        •        -  1788 
on  the  bill  for  relief  of  General  Wilkinson  •  1835 
on  the  bill  respecting  auction  aales    -        -  2194 
Codfishery,  Mr.  Silsbee  presented  the  petition  of 
sundry  persons  engaged  in  the,  praying 
exemption  from  militia  duty,  referred      -  1136 
Coffin,  William,  and  others,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Folger,  the  Committee    of  Ways   and 
Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  granting  driLwback  to        -713 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice      ...    830 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         ...  ig07 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1808 
Columbian  Institute,  a  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the, 

read  twice 897 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1831 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1882 
Columbus,  Ohio,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Roes,  the  Ju- 
diciary Committee  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  authorizing 
the  Federal  courts  of  the  State  to  be 

held  at 1170 

a  bill  to  that  tfSdcx  read  three  times,  and 

passed 1452 

Commerce,  appointment  of  the  standing  com- 
mittee of       705 

discharge  of  said  committee  from  all  snbjeclB 

before  them 2246 

Commissary  General  of  Purchases,  copies  of  con- 
tracts made  by,  reported         ...  1837 
Compact  between  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  Mr. 
Robertson  submitted  a  joint  resolution 
giving  the  consent  of  Congress  to  the, 

read  twice 1641 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1848 
read  the  third  time,  and  nassed  -        .        .  1861 
Compensation  of  Marshals,  Clerks,  &c.,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Edwards,  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  amending  or  repealing  the 

act  to  lessen  the 881 

Congresa,  a  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate 

fixing  a  day  for  adjournment  of      -        •  1697 

read  twice 1701 

referred  to  a  committee      ....  1790 
reported  with  an  amendment,  fixing  the 

15th  May 2181 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  with  the 

amendment 2181 

a  bill  to  fix  the  time  for  the  next  meeting  of, 

twice  read 3221 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2323 

Constitution,  Mr.  Baldwin  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion to  amend  the,  twice  read         -        -  1033 

Contingent  expenses  of  the  House,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Randolph,  the  Clerk  was  directed  to 
prepare  a  statement  of  the  annual  amount 

of,  &c. 1466 

report  of  the  Committee  of  Expenditures  of 
the  items  charged  to      -        -        -        -  1863 
(See  Expenditure  for  the  House  ofRep' 
reaentativea>) 

Contingent  Fund,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Foot,  the 
Committee  on  Public  Expenditures  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  and  report  the 
amount  charged  to  the  -        -        -        -    750 


Contracts,  Mr.  Phelps  submitted  a  resoladoo  re> 
quiring  the  Postmaster  Creneral  to  report 
annually  all.  made  for  transportatioB  of 

the  mail 9tC 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  the  Secretiiy  of 
War  was  directed  to  report  copies  of  tU, 
made  for  proviaions        •        -  -171! 

Converse,  Daniel,  a  bill  for  the  relief  oL  twice 

fted ifie: 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -       -      •  ISl 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -       -      - 18!! 

Co<^  Daniel  P.,  of  Illinois,  was  qualified,  &c.  •  70! 

speech  of,  on  the  resolution  for  territoriil 
goTemment  in  the  District  of  Colofflbia  •  7K 

on  his  resolution  relating  to  a  western  depot  ^ 

on  the  resolution  to  print  the  Joumsli  of 
the  old  CoDgress   -        -       .      .      .  lOti 

on  the  Missouri  bill  •        -       •      •      - 1091 

remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  respecting  \hi 
Western  road        -        -        .       -      •  1331 

speech  of^  on  his  resolution  reqwcting  lud 
bounty  certificates  -        •       .      •  1489 

remarks  of,  on  the  District  Bank  Mil  •      •  IW 
Cooper,  Ephraiffi,  the  Speaker  presented  a  peti- 
tion of^  relating  to  the  silkworm,  refienvd  99 
Corooran,  Thomas.    (See  Beaiiy,  Ckarh  A.) 
Cotton,  Woollen,  and  Iron,  on  motion  of  Hr. 
Oventreet,  the  Secretary  of  the  Tretf air 
was  directed  to  inform  the  Heaee  what 
deduction  it  would  make,  in  his  episioa, 
in  the  revenue,  to  prohibit  the  importa- 
tion of WJ 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  in  reply   •     - 1^ 

Cowen,  John,  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of*  ^ 
Crafts,  Samuel  C,  of  Vermont,  was  qoalifed. 

and  took  his  seat i^'- 

Cravat,  Richard.    ^See  MeGrew,  Mn.) 
Crawford,  Joel,  of  Georgia,  was  qualified,  6lc  •  ^^ 
Credit  on  Duties,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Trimble,  the 
Committee  of  Waya  and  Means  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
repealing  all  laws  allowing  a 
(See  Importtf  4*^0 
Creek  and  Cherokee  Indians,  a  Message  from 
the  President  recommending  an  appropri- 
ation adequate  to  the  expenses  of  t  trnty 
with  the        -        -        -        -       -      -l«i 

the  Speaker  presented  the  remonitruice  ind 
protest  of  the  Legislature  of  Georfia,  io    ^ 
relation  to  treaties  with  the   -       -     *  '^" 
Crook,  Peter.    (See  AetMom,  JoiAua.) 
Crowell,  John,  of  Alabama,  produced  his  credeo- 

tials,  and  took  his  seat  -       .       -      -  <^ 
Cue,  Robert.    (See  Jaekmm,  Oeorge.) 
Culbreth,  Thomas^  of  Maryland,  was  qualified. 

and  took  his  seat  -        -       .       -      -  <^^ 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  relief  of  General 

Wilkinson ;  ^^ 

Culpeper,  John,  of  North  CaioliDa,  waa  qoali 

fied,  dec. 

remarks  o^  on  the  Senate's  amendmcDtto 

the  Maine  bill       -        -       -       *  ^*^' S 
on  the  Revolutionary  Pension  bill     -      '  ^ 
on  the  District  Banks  bill         .      -      -i^ 
Cumberland  Road,  a  statement  from  the  Sear* 
tary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  annual  expen- 
ditureson  the        -        •       -       'tan 
a  bill  concerning  the,  read  -      ' ' 
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a  second  reading  being  postponed,  Mr.  Bar- 
bour moved  its  rejection         ...  1053 
read  a  seeond  time   -        .        .        .        .  1659 
Currency,  a  communication  from  the  Secretary 

of  the  Treasury  showing  the  atate  of  the  2966 
Cushman,  Joshua,  of  Massachusetts,  was  quali- 
fied, and  took  his  scat   ....    701 
speeeh  of,  on  the  Missoari  bill  -        -        -  1291 
on  the  Revolutionary  Pension  bill      -        .  1707 
on  Mr.  Cobb*s  amendment  to  the  Consti- 
tution   1868 

Custody  of  persona  imprisoned,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Tucker,  of  Virginia,  the  Judiciary 
Committee  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  making  further 
provision  for  the,  at  suit  of  the  United 

8Utea 

Coatoms,  Mr.  8awyer  submitted  a  resolution  for 
a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  abolishing  eeitain  offioea  of  the  • 
modified,  and  agreed  to    -        •        •        - 
Cuthbertf  John  A.,  of  Georgia,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat  -        ....    717 
remarka  oi,  intredncing  a  resolution  respect* 

ing  the  slave  trade         ....    925 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  relief  of  the  Sevan- 
nah  snflbrers 1799 

D. 

Darlington,  William,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qual- 
ified, and  took  his  seat  .        .        -        -    7OI 
remarka  of,  on  his  resolution  to  retrocede 

the  l)istri(ft  of  Columbia        -        -        -    878 
speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill   -        -        -  1373 
Bavidson,  William,  of  North  Carolina,  was  qual- 
ified, and  took  his  seat  ....    704 

Deaf  and  Dumb,  Mr.  Meigs  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  thia  New  York  inatitution  for  the, 
praying  a  donation  of  land,  referred       -    710 
a  bill  granting  a  townphip  for  benefit  of  the, 
read  twice     ------    801 

the  first  section  struck  out,  and  bill  rejected    891 
Decatur,  Commodore  Stephen,  Mr.  Randolph 
moved  certain  resolutions  of  respect  to 
the  memory  of,  which,  being  objected  to, 
were  withdrawn    .        -        -        -        -  1670 

Mr.  Randolph  substituted  a  motion  that  the 
House  do  attend  the  funeral  of  the  late, 
whereupon  Mr.  Holmes  moved  an  ad- 
journment, which  was  carried  -  -  1675 
Deficiency,  the  Speaker  presented  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  stating  that  a 
considerable,  exists  in  the  appropriations 
of  the  present  year,  for  support  of  the 
Naval  Eatablishment,  referrod  -  •  733 
DeJiole,  Anthony,  E.  B.  Dudley,  and  John  M. 
Van  Cleef,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 
lief of  1170 

twice  read,  and  referred  -  -  -  -  1218 
reported  without  amendment  .  -  -  1290 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  .  .  1699 
road  a  third  time,  and  recommitted  -  -  1703 
reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading 1711 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        •        -  1718 
Deaniaon,  George,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  quali- 
fied, dec        - 708 

Denton,  Little,  &,  Co.,  and  Harman  Hendricks, 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read  -        •        -    718 


Denton,  Little,  6l  Co. — continued.  Page. 
bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading     .        -        .    733 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        -        .    738 
Department  of  Indian  Affairs,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Cocke,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  waa 
directed  to  report  the  receipts  and  expen- 
ditures of  the 1810 

report  of  that  officer  in  reply      ...  3179 

Deputy  Sur\'eyor8,  a  bill  regulating  the  manner 

of  stating  the  accounts  o^  twice  read      -  1692 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         ...  1899 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        •1912 
Deslonde,  Rosalie  P.,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for 

relief  of 1636 

twice  read,  and  referred     ...        -  1640 
the  committee  recommend  indefinite  pos^ 
ponement 1700 

Detroit,  Mr.  Woodbridge  presented  the  petitioa 
of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Michigan,  com- 
plaining of  British  violationa  of  the  terns 
of  surrender  o(  referred  .        «        .    9^0 

a  bill  to  revive  the  powera  of  the  commia* 
aioners  for  the  district  ot,  twice  read,  and 

referred 1169 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  of  the  same  tenor, 
twice  read     ......  2184 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  2206 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2207 
a  bill  to  annex  certain  lands  to  the  district 

of,  twice  read 1819 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        -        -  1861 

Dewitt,  Jacob  H.,  of  New  York,  was  qualified 

and  took  his  seat  -  -        -        -    701 

Dickinson,  John  D.,  of  New  York,  was  qualified 

and  took  his  seat  .....    701 
Discrimtnatiog  Duties,  Mr.  Meiga  presented  a 
memorial  from  merchants  of  New  York, 
on  the  subject  o^  relerred        .        .        >    791 
copy  of  the  said  memorial  -  2581,2536 

Distritt  Banka,  report  of  the  Committee  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  on  the  respective 
memorials  of  the  several         ...  i04> 
a  bill  respecting  the,  read  twice        -        -  1819 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  1883 

returned  from  iht  Senate  with  amendments  2093 
considered  and  agreed  to  •        •        -        -  2140 

District  of  Columbia,  appointment  of  the  stand- 
ing committee  on  the    ....    706 

Mr.  Kent  submitted  a  resolution  authorizing 
a  Delegate  in  Congress  from  the,  which 
waa  negatived 830 

Mr.  Archer  submitted  sundry  resolutions 
relating  to  the 930 

laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed    982 

considered  and  respectively  agreed  to        -    937 

Mr.  Smith,  of  New  Jersey,  also  submitted 
resolutions  respecting  the,  referred        -  1264 

a  bill  to  alter  the  time  for  holding  the  cir^ 
cuit  court  in,  twice  read         ...  1807 

another  bill  to  enable  the  inhabitants  of,  to 
form  a  frame  of  government,  read  twice  188S 

District  Tonnage,  annual  statement  of  the        •    845 
Division  and  reduction  in  price  of  lands,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Roes,  the  Committee  on  Pub* 
lie  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  a 

Dix,  John  A.,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief 

of,  read  twice  and  referred     ...    860 
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bill  reported  without  amendment        -        -  1047 

ordered  to  a  third  reading         ...  1697 

read  the  third  time,  and  pasted        -        -  1701 

Bobaon,  Thomas  &  Son,  Mr.  Sergeant  presented 

ihe  petition  of,  referred  .        -        .        -    903 
(See  Printers  of  books.) 
Documents,  Mr.  Shaw  submitted  a  resolution 
authorizing  the  transmission  of  certain, 
free  of  poetage,  read  twice,  and  referred  -    704 
reported  without  amendment,  read  the  third 

time,  and  passed  .  -  -  -  -  704 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  the  same  efiect, 
read  three  times,  and  passed  -  -  711 
Domestic  Manufactures,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Strong 
a  committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  eipedi^ncy  of  furnishing  the  Army, 
Na^y,  and  Indian  Department  with  cloth- 
ing of   8fi0 

(See  Army — hilljrom  the  Senate.) 
the  memorial  of  the  ConTention  at  New 

York  praying  protection  of    '        -        •  2286 
the  memorial  of  the  American  Society  for 

the  encouragement  of  •        •        -        -  2293 
the  memorial  of  citizens  of  M iddleto wn,  Con- 
necticut, praying  protection  of       '        »  2307 
the  memorial  of  the  Society  of  Papermakers 
of  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware,  making 
the  same  prayer    -----  2827 
Dougherty,  Thomas,  appointment  of,  as  Clerk  of 

the  House  of  Representatives  -        -        •    703 
Dowse,  Edward,  of  Massachusetts,  was  quali- 
fied, dec        701 

Drawback,  Mr.  Trimble  submitted  a  resolution 

instructing  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 

Means  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 

repealing  the  laws  allowiug  a         -        -    744 

Dudley,  £.  B.    (See  Delisk,  Anthony.) 

Duelling,  Mr.  Foot  submitted  reaolutiona  on  the 

subject  of,  referred  ....    630 

report  of  the  committee  that  legislation  on 
the  subject  was  inexpedient   -        •        .  1820 
Dunn,  Thomas,  appointment  of,  as  8ergeant-aU 

Arms    .-..---    703 
Duties  and  Drawbacks,  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  with  statements  of,  for 
the  years  1816  and  1817,  read,  and  laid 
on  the  table  -        -    .    -        •        -        -    846 
Duties  on  Merchandise  imported,  a  bill  regulat- 
ing the  payment  of,  read  twice       •        -    924 
copy  of  the  remonstrance  of  the  Virginia 

Agricultural  Society  against  increase  of  -  2296 
a  petition  of  the  merchants  of  Baltimore, 
praying  that  cash  payments  of,  may  be  re- 
quired -        -  ....  2300 
remonstrance  of  merchants  of  New  York 
against  cash  payments  of       -        •        -  2303 
(See  Imports.) 
Duverge,  Bartholomew,  a  bill  from  the  Senate 

for  the  relief  of,  read  twice      ...  1674 

E. 
Earle,  Elias,  of  South  Carolina,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat  -----    717 
Earle,  Elias.    ( See  Johnson^  James,  and  others.) 
Eddy,  Nathaniel,  of  Rhode  Island,  was  quali- 
fied, &c 701 

Edwards,  Henry  W.,  of  Conncctictxt,  was  quali- 
fied, dec 701 

•peech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill    -        -        •  1440 


Pigc. 

Edwards,  Samuel,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  quali- 
fied, dtc.        701 

Edwards,  Weldon  N.,  of  North  Carolina,  was 

qualified         -        -        -        -       •      •  710 

Elections,  appointment  of  the  standing  commit- 
tee of    7fi5 

Elections  and  Returns  of  Representatives,  oo 
motion  of  Mr.  Foot,  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  regulating  by  law  the      -  9S8 

Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President,  a  joint 
resolution  from  the  Senate  to  amend  the 
Constitution  as  it  respects  the  choice  of, 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 

Union «« 

the  said  committee  reported  agreement     -  1691 

Elliott,  Jonathan.    (See  LaWf  John. ) 

Engineer  and  Ordnance  Department,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Tracy,  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  was  requested  to  cause  to  be 
laid  before  the  House  a  statement  show- 
iog  the  contract  made  by  the,  Ac  -      •  ^ 

Enrolling  and  Licensing  Ships,  Ac,  a  bill  for,  to 
be  employed  in  the  coasting  trade  snd 
fisheries,  read  twice        -        -       .      .  170 

Entry  of  Merchandise,  a  bill  further  to  regulite 

the,  read  twice 1675 

Erie,  the  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the 
petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  boroogh 
of,  and  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  in  relation  to  the  improvement  of 
the  harbor  of  said  place,  were  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  iah> 
ject IfiW 

Ervin,  James,  of  South  Carolina,  was  qualifin), 

and  took  his  seat  -        -        -       -      -  7S3 
speech  of,  on  his  Mauaoleam  resolutions  •  1793 

Esenbeck,  William,  report  of  the  Secretaiy  of 

War  on  the  petition  of  -        -       -      -  1655 

Estimates,  of  public  revenue  and  expenses      -  7^ 
of  public  expenses     -        -        .       -      -  793 

Execuuons  in  the  Army,  Mr.  Williams,  of  North 
Carolina,  submitted  a  reaolution  of  inqairj 
into  the,  Sec,  in  the  year  1815,  oontnrj 

to  law 7^ 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  to 

present  the  same  to  the  President  -      >  733 
a  Message  from  the  President,  with  docu- 
ments, in  reply      .        .        .       -      • 
(See  King,  Cohnel  WiiUam.) 

Expenditures  in  the  several  Departments,  tp* 

pointment  of  the  standing  committee  on   706 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Foot,  the  ssid  committee 
were  instructed  to  inquire  whether  the, 
may  not  be  diminished  -        -       .      •  750 
certain  documents  in  relation  to,  in  the  Svry 

Department I540,2J68 

in  the  House  of  Representatives  the  Speak- 
er's accounts  of,  approved      -       -      "  ^*^ 
discbarge  of  the  committee  on,  in  the  Wsr 
Department '^^ 

Extra  Servicea,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Nelson,  the 
Committee  of  Accounts  were  instracted 
to  make  the  same  allowance  for,  as  st  last 
session  -        -       -        -       -       -      -  2»i 

F. 

Fairfax,  Wilson  M.  C.    (See  Cadets.) 
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Fa  J,  John,  of  New  York,  wu  qaaHfied,  ice,     -    701 
Fees,  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia  of  attorneys',  clerks^'  and  mar- 
shals'    1674 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  regulate  the,  of  the 
clerk  and  marshal  of  Louisiana  read  twice, 
and  referred  ------  8172 

reported  without  amendment     -        -        -  S380 
Fees  of  Office,  the  Speaker  presented  a  schedule 
of  the,  prepared  and  transmitted  by  the 
judges  of  several  districts        -        -        -    712 
the  Speaker  presented  similar  schedules  718,  749, 

780, 830,  877,  9S1 
Mr.  Sergeant  presented  a  similar  schedule 
lor  Pennsylvania  -----  1641 

Field  Service,  Police,  d&c,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Smyth,  the  Secretary  of  War  was  diiect- 
ed  to  prepare  and  report,  at  next  session 
of  Congress,  a  system  of       -        -        -    760 

Finances,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury on  the    -        -        -        -        -        -    719 

Mr.  Strother  submitted  sundry  resolutions 
of  inquiry  respecting  the        -        -        -     9  IS 

the  three  first  agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury      -        -        -    918 

the  fourth  resolution  negatived  -        -        -    -020 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
Vrith  such  information  as  he  is  able  to  fur^ 
nish  in  reply  .....  1946 
Fines,  Penalties,  &c.,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Kent, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  directed 
to  report  the  amount  o£,  levied  and  col- 
lected by  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  District  • 
of  Columbia,  &c. 933 

a  letter  containing  the  information  desired  1696 
Finney,  Elkanah,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read  1774 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -.       -  1807 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        .        -  1809 
Fire  at  Savannah,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 
lief of  certain  sufferers  by  the  recent      -  1697 

twice  read  and  referred      -        -        -        -  1701 

reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading      .....  1806 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  1807 
Fisher,  Charles,  of  North  Carolina,  was  quali- 
fied, dtc.        708 

speech  of,  on  the  Senate  amendments  to  the 
military  appropriations  .        -        -        -  1784 

Flood,  Martha,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read    -    921 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        .        -  1807 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        .        -  1809 
Florida,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Reid,  the  President 
was  requested  to  impart  such  information 
as  be  may  deem  proper,  on  the  subject  of 

the  treaty  for 1461 

a  Message  from  the  President,  with  a  report 

from  the  Secretary  of  Sute,  in  reply       -  1617 
a  bill  to  authorize  and  request  the  President 
to  take  possession  oU  twice  read,  and  com- 
mitted   1618 

Floyd,  John,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  Stc,     -    702 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolutions  concerning 

executions  in  the  Army  ...  760 
on  the  deficiency  in  Navy  appropriations  -  788 
on  his  resolution  of  inquiry  concerning  the 

Spanish  Treaty      -        -        -        -        -    948 
speech  of,  on  his  resolution  to  reduce  the 
Army 2148 


Pago. 

Folger,  Walter,  junior,  of  Massachusetts  was 

qualified,  &c.        .....    70i 

Foot,  Samuel  A.,  of  Connecticut,  was  qualified  701 

remarks  of,  on  the  Navy  appropriations,     -  828 
on  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  deaf  and 

dumb 886 

on  bis  resolution  respecting  slavery  in  the 

Territories -  1171 

on  the  military  appropriations    .        .        -  1607 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Delisle 

and  others     ......  1702 

on  the  bill  concerning  the  sufferers  at  Sa- 
vannah            1804 

on  the  District  Banks  bill  •        -        -        -  1826 

on  the  revision  of  the  tariff       ...  2136 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  respecting  sales  at 

auction         -..---  2197 

Ford,  WiUiam  D.,  of  New  York,  was  qualified  -    701 
remarks  of,  on  the  biU  to  impose  a  duty  on 

auction  sales 2193 

Foreigta  Affairs,  appointment  of  a  select  commit- 

mittee  on      -----        -    707 

the  committee  discharged  -        .        .  2841 

Foreign  Armed  Vessels,  a  bill  designating  the 
ports  within  which,  may  be  permitted  to  en- 
ter read  twice 1463 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  2241 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        -        -  2242 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  concnrred  in  -        -        -        -        -  2247 

Foreign  Coins,  on  motion  of  Mr.  VIThitman,  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  consider  the 
subject  of  the  currency  of      -        -        -    903 

Foreign  Commerce,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  pro- 
vide for  obtaining  accurate  statements  of 
the,  of  the  United  States,  read  twice  and 
referred         ---.-.    877 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  rnading  .        -        -        -        .    990 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  1022 

Foreign  cotton  and  woollen  fabrics  and  iron,  a 
letter  and  statement  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  showing  the  effect  of  a  pro- 
hibition of     -        -^^  -        -        -        .  2348 

Forfeiture,  on  motion  of  MK^kendricks  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amend- 
ing the  law  of,  in  favor  of  the  actual  set- 
tier  and  cultivator  ....    779 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  further  to  extend  the 
time  for  sale  or,  on  failure  of  payment, 
read  twice,  and  referred  ...  1626 
reported  without  amendment     ...  I66O 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1590 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1700 
Forman,  Wm.  Gordon.    (See  Hunt,  Jeremiah.) 
Forrest,  Thomas,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified    701 
speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill   -        -        .  1669 

Fortifications,  appointment  of  a  standing  com- 
mittee on      707 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Shaw  a.  committee  was 
appointed  to  request  of  the  President  an 
account  of  the  expenditure  of  the  several 
appropriations  for,  from  1816  to  1819,  in- 
clusire,  dtc  ------    766 

a  message,  with  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  War  in  reply 929 
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on  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  the  Seccatajy  of 
War  was  directed  to  report  copies  of  all 
contracts  made  for  building,  dbc.    -        -  1504 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  in.reply  -  1791 
report  of  the  committee  on         -        -        -  1951 
Forts  and  Arsenals,  oii  motion  of  Mr.  Pinckney, 
a  committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into 
•the  expediency  of  restoring  to  all  tho 
States  the  jurisdiction  of  the  territoiy 
ceded  to  them  for  ....  i04S 

a  bill  to  restore  jurisdiction,  dbc,  read  twice  1573 
Francia,  Tench,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the 

relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of        -  1807 
read  twice,  and  referred    -        -        -        .  1898 
reported  without  amendment    >        .        .  1809 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2348 
Franking  Privilege,  on  motion  of  Mr.  LiTormore, 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office,  dec., 
were  instructed  to  inquire  whether  any 
alterations  were  necessaiy  in  the  law  giv- 
ing the,  to  members  and  del^ates  of 
Congress      ------    9S5 

Fraser,  Angus  O.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice  1218 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -  1821 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -  1882 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  ameBdments, 

and  concurred  in 2313 

French  Ships  and  Vessels,  a  bill  to  Impose  a 

new  tonnage  doty  on,  read  twice  -        •  1330 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -  2246 
Frendi  Spoliations  prior  to  1800,  Mr.  Pinckney 
presented  a  memorial  praying  indemnifi- 
cation for,  ordered  to  he  on  the  table      -  1821 
Frew,  Archibald,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Davidson,  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
allowing  a  commission  to,  for  certain  col- 
lections of  direct  tax,  referred         -        -    850 
an  adverse  report  thereon  concurred  in      -    924 
Fagttive  Slaves,  a  resolution  submitted  by  Mr. 
Pindall  concerning,  was  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury      -        -        -  1717 
Fuller,  Timothy,  of  Massachusetts,  was  quali- 
fied, Ac. 718 

speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill  -        -        -  1466 
on  his  motion  concerning  privste  land  claims  1740 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  lay  a  duty  on  auc- 
tion sales 8197 

on  the  Loan  bill 8203 

Fullerton,  David,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  quali- 
fied, Ac. 701 

Fur  Trade,  Mr.  Cocke  submitted  a  resolution  on 
the  subject  of,  which,  being  considered, 

was  rejected 904 

Furniture,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  North 
Carolina,  the  Doorkeeper  was  directed  to 
dispose  of  the,  used  by  the  House  in  the 
building  in  which  it  lately  sat        -        -    758 

G. 

Gales  dt  SeatoB,  Mr.  Randolph  snbnuttad  a  res- 
olution to  exclude,  from  the  House,  as 

Reporters 1694 

aAer  debate  it  was  negatived,  by  yeas  and 

nays 1694 

an  explanation  of  the  difficulty  with  Mr. 
Randolph  by  (note)        -        •        -        -  1695 
Gamett,  Robert  S.,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat  ....        -    702 


Psf«. 

General  Armstrang,  Brig,  adve»e  repoit  on  the 

petition  of  the  erew  of  -        -        -        -  18b 

General  Ofikars  and  their  8tafi^«n  oMilioe  of  Mr. 
Cocke,  the  Secntary  of  War  was  digacled 
to  repent  the  siias  of  aMoey  annually  paid 
to,  Ac 881 

General  Post  Office,  a  letter  from  the  8eeretaiy 
of  the  Treasury,  in  relation  to  the  fiaoJ 
coocenis  of  the      .        .        .        -        .  m^ 
a  bill  to  provide  for  repairing  the  loof  of  the, 

read  twice    ---.-.  i^i 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  sts 

Genesee  River,  en  motion  of  Mr.  AUen,  of  New 
York,  the  Committee  of  Conrneice,  dce^ 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  die  expe- 
diency of  estaUiihing  a  Hglithoiiee  at  the 
motithofthe         -        -        .        -        -  \m 

Georgia,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Crawford,  tfie  same 
committee  were  instructed  to  inqoire  into 
the  expediency  of  giving  the  aasmt  of 
Congress  to  an  act  of  the  State  of  -  -  14€3 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  that  ellect,  read 
twice,  dkc.    ------  isso 

Ghent,  Mr.  Strong  submitted  a  resolntioa  of 
inquiry  concerning  certain  articles  of  the 
Treaty  of 1617 

Godfrey,  Gabriel,  a  biU  from  the  Senate  for  the 

relief  of,  read  twice,  and  referred    -        -  1633 
the  committee  recommend  indefinite  post- 
ponement    ......  1611 

Goetx,  Frederick,  and  Carl  W.  Wes^al,  and 
the  heirs  of  Abraham  Nof^ies,  a  bill  from 
the  Senate  for  the  relief  of     ...  1571 
read  twice,  and  referred    ....  1569 

the  committee  recommend  indefinite  post- 
ponement    ......  1641 

Gooding,  John,  and  James  Williams^  a  bill  for 

the  relief  of,  read  twice  -         -        -    71S 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -733 

on  a  third  reading  rejected         -        -        .738 
a  motion  to  reconsider  rejected  •        -        -    740 

Ck>vemment,a  bill  making  appropriationa  for  the 

support  of,  for  the  year  1820»  read  twice  145( 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1M9 

read  the  third  time,  and  paased  ...  1650 
letorned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  17^ 
some  amendments  agreed  lo»and  othen  dis- 
agreed to       .        -        -        -        .        .  179C 
(See  <S/ee/e,  JbAn,  for  amendments  dis- 
agreed to— the  same  being  provided 
for  by  the  House  in  a  aepazate  bilL) 
a  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  making  appro- 
priations, dec,  read  twice       -        -        -  2SS0 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2S3I 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  concurred  in  -        -        -        .        .  224^ 

Great  Sodos  Bay,  on  motion  of  Mr.  AUen,  of 
New  Yorh,  the  Committee  of  Coamcice, 
dec,  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  making,  a  port  of  entry    •    89t 

Green,  Beriyman,  administrator  of  Samuel  Kcr- 

by,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twiee       -  1404 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  ...  18S1 

Greer,  James,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War 

on  the  petition  of  -        -        .        .        -  16S0 

Gross,  Samuel,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 701 
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Qrocs,  Samael— ooDtinned.  Ptge. 

remarks  of,  on  hit  resolution  ooneeming  pro* 
pertj  Joel  et  Pittolmrg    ....    734 

speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill    ...  184S 

on  the  revision  of  the  tariff       ...  1963 
Grose,  Esra  C,  of  New  York,  was  qnaKfied,  Sk.    701 

remarks  o4  on  indefinite  postponement  of  the 
property  bill 759 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  benefit  of  the  deaf 
and  dumb 890 

on  the  Senate's  amendment  to  the  Maine 

biU 1408 

Guerlain,  Lewis  H.,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for 

relief  of,  twice  read,  dec.        •        -        -  2214 
Guyon,  James,  jr.,  Mr.  Alien,  of  New  York,  pre- 
sented the  petition  ot,  contesting  the  seat 
of  Ebenezer  Sage,  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ejections     712 

said  committee  report  that,  is  entitled  to  the 
seat 899 

testimony  accompanying  the  report  -        -    900 

the  House  concur  with  the  committee ;  and, 
is  qualified,  &.c 914 

H. 

Hackley,  Aaron,  of  New  York,  was  qualified  dpc«    70 1 
Hackley,  Richard  S.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice 

read 1820 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  2341 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  2242 

Hall,  George,  of  New  York,  was  qualified,  dice.    701 
Hall,  Thomas  H,  of  North  Carolina,  was  quel* 

ified,  dtc 702 

Hale,  WitUam,  of  Delaware,  was  qualified,  Sk.  736 
Hall,  Margaret,  a  bill  lor  relief  of,  read  twice, 

and  referred  .>.-.-  1169 

reported  without  amendment    ...  1821 

ordered  to  lie  on  the  table         ...  2241 

taken  up,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  2  242 

Hardin,  Benjamin,  of  Kentucky,  was  qualified 

and  took  his  beat 726 

speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill  -  -  -  1069 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  respecting 

adjournment         •        -        - .      -        •  1672 

on  the  District  Banks  bill          -        -        -  1826 

Harding,  John  and  Giles,  John  Shuts,  and  John 
Nicholls,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the 

relief  of 1634 

read  twice,  and  referred  ....  1636 
reported  without  amendment  -  -  •  1674 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1698 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1701 
Hart,  Eli,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief  of,  read 

twice,  and  referred        ....    779 
the  committee  recommend  indefinite  post- 
ponement       848 

Hazard,  Nathaniel,  of  Rhode  Island,  was  qual- 
ified dec. 701 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  for  the  benefit 
of  the  widow  and  children  of  Commodore 
Perry 1453 

Heaps,  John,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Msry- 
land,  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices,  dec., 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  affording  some  pecuniary  relief 

to  the  widow  of 1691 

a  bill  for  relief  of  the  widow  of,  twice  read  1806 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1821 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  1822 
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Heister,  Joseph,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified 

and  took  his  seat 701 

Hemphill,  Joseph,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  quali- 
fied, Slc. 701 

Henderson,  William,  adverse  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of 1692 

considered  and  concurred  in      •        -        -  1694 
Hendricks^  William,  of  Indiana,  was  qualified 

and  took  his  seat  .....    702 
speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill  ...  1344 
Hendricks,  Harm  an.  (See  Denton,  Little  4r  Co.) 
Henrick,  Danish  brigantine,  a  Message  from  the 

President  respectiog  the        ...    801 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Re- 
lations   891 

adverse  report  thereon      ....  1169 
documents  accompanying  the  Message  in 

relation  to  the 2263 

Henrick,  Samuel,  of  Ohio,  was  qualified,  dec.    -    702 
Mr.  Sloan  presented  a  charge  against,  made 
by  George  Jackson,  for  receiving  money 
for  services  in  procuring  his  pension      -  1951 
Hibshman,  Jacob,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 701 

Hightower,  Thomas,  Mr.  Overstreet  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  ....    718 

adverse  report  thereon  concurred  in  -        •    846 
Hill,  Mark  L.,  of  Massachusetts,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat  -        -        •        .        .    701 
remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  concerning  a 
national  university        -        -        -        -781 

on  Mr.  Strother's  resolution  respecting  the 
finances        ......    919 

on  printing  the  Secret  Journal  of  the  Old 

Cfongress 1063 

Holmes,  John,  of  Massachusetts,  was  qualified 

and  took  his  seat  .....  701 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  concerning 

army  executions  .....  731 
on  Mr.  Taylor's  restrictive  resolutien  -  804 
speech  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Clay,  on  the  Maine 

biU 833,839,843 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  benefit  of  the  deaf 

and  dumb 886 

speech  of,  on  Mr.  Taylor's  amendment  to 

the  Missouri  bUl 966 

on  Senate's  amendments  to  the  Maine  bill  1406 
on  the  revision  of  the  Tariff      ...  2081 
Holmes,  Charles  Rutledge.     (See  Cadeti.) 
Hooks,  Charles,  of  North  Carolina,  was  qualified 

and  took  his  seat  -        .        .        .        .    704 
Hostetter,  Jscob,  of  PennsyWsnia,  was  quali- 
fied, dec. 701 

House  of  Representatives,  meeting  of  the  -    701 

re])ort  on  the  contingent  expenses  of  the    -  1803 
adjournment  of  the  -        -        -        -        -  2662 
Hoye,  John.    (See  Beatty,  Charles  A,,  4*^) 
Hughes,  James  A.,  a  bill  for  rehef  of,  read  twice, 

and  referred -    737 

reported  without  amendment    ...    866 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    869 

Hughes,  Samuel,  adverse  report  on  the  claim  of, 

read  twice,  and  referred         ...    Q49 
Hunt,  Jeremiah  and  David,  and  W.  G.  FcHrman* 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice          -        -  159*^ 
ordered  to  a  third  reading          ...  1821 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          *        *  1822 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
I  and  concurred  in 2180 
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Hunter,  Thomas,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 


Paje. 


lief  of,  read  twice,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

I. 


•  1888 

-  1948 

-  2243 


Illicit  Introdnction  of  Slaves,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Whitman,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  was 
directed  to  report  such  information  as  he 
msy  possess  in  relation  to  the 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in 
reply 

another  letter  from  the  same,  with  sundry 

papers  - 

Illinois,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cook,  the  Committee 
of  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  eipediency  of  establishing  addi- 
tional land  offices  in  the  State  of    - 

on  motion  of  the  same,  the  same  committee 
were  also  instructed  to  inquire  respecting 
the  surveyor  of  public  lands  -        -        - 

a  report  from  said  committee     -        .        . 

Mr.  McLean,  of  Kentucky,  presented  a  me- 
morial of  the  Legislature  of,  relating  to 
pre-emption  rights,  referred    ... 

a  bill  to  establuh  additional  land  offices  in, 
read  twice 

the  Speaker  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of,  requesting  that  commis- 
sioners may  be  appointed  to  lay  out  a 
certain  road  therein  mentioned,  referred  - 

Mr.  Cook  presented  the  petition  of  the  same, 
praying  compensation  to  the  militia  of  the 
Sute 

a  bill  concerning  certain  claims  to  land  in 
the  State  of,  read  twice  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

a  bill  for  relief  of  certain  settlers  in,  read 

twice 

Importation  of  Goods  in  American  and  Foreign 
Vessels,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  with  statements  of  the    - 
Imports,  bill  to  regulate  the  duties  on,  read  twice 

a  motion  to  instruct  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasuiy  to  report  his  opinion  on  the 
same,  laid  on  the  table  .... 

bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading    ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  negatived 

memorial  of  the  Agricultural  Society  of  Vir- 
ginia, remonstrating  against  an  increase 
of  duties  on  - 

a  similar  memorial  from  merchants  of  Salem 

a  similar  memorial  of  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce of  Philadelphia  .... 
Imports  and  Tonnage,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to 
continue  in  force  the  act  supplemental  to 
the  act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  du- 
ties on  

read  twice,  and  referred    -        -        -        . 

reported  with  an  amendment     -        -        . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  with  amend- 
ments   

Indian  Trade,  report  from  the  Superintendent  of 
Indian  Tribes,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  bet- 
ter regulation  of  trade  with  the,  twice 
read,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment  ... 
(See  Trading  Hmucs*) 
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Indiana*  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hendncks,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Public  Lands  were  iiistnictei  to 
inquire  into  the  eipediency  of  estaUisk- 
ing  an  additional  land  office  in        -       -  92: 

Infirmary  of  Washington,  Mr.  Kent  presented 
the  petition  of  the  board  of  tmctees  of  the, 
referred  .---.. 
adverse  report  thereon  eoocorred  in   - 

Insane  Persons,  a  bill  to  authorise  eertain,  to  be 
placed  on  the  list  of  pensioners,  uoder 
guardians,  read  twice    .... 

Interest,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Slocnmb,  tlie  Judi- 
ciary Committee  were  instmcted  to  in- 
qnire  into  the  eipediency  of  providing  hj 
law  for  the  recovery  of,  on  balances  ad- 
mitted to  be  due  by  rcoeivcre,  dec  - 

Internal  Duties  and  Direct  Tai,  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treesaryy  with  snndiy 
statements  relative  to  the         -        -       •   740 

Introdnction  of  Slavea,  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  Toik, 
submitted  a  resolution  for  a  committee  to 
inquire  into  the  eipediency  of  prohibtuog 
by  law  the,  into  the  Territories  west  of 
the  Mississippi       -        -         ...   73: 

kgrecd  to,  and  a  committee  appointed       -   735 

Mr.  Sergeant  presented  the  petition  of  the 
American  Convention  on  the  snlject  of 
the,  referred  to  the  same         >        .       -   737 

Mr.  Folger  presented  a  similar  petition  from 
the  Friends  uf  New  England  -       •    739 

Mr.  Sergeant  presented  another  from  Penn- 
sylvania        -        -        -         -        .       -   746 

Mr.  Haiard,  of  Rhode  Island,  end  Kr. 
Rogvia,  of  Pennsylvania,  preeented  simi- 
lar petitions  -        -        -        -        -       .  800 

the  committee  not  being  able  to  agree,  were, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  discharged,  anJ 
he  then  offered  a  reeolution  to  appoint  a 
committee,  with  inslmctions  to  report  a 
bill  of  the  same  tenor     -        -        .       -    9(IS 

Mr.  Cocke  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Manumiaaion  Society  of  Tennessee        -   8Sf 

a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on 
the  subject  of        -        -        -        .       -   ©1 

Invalid  Penaioners,  a  bill  concerning,  twice  read  171^ 
Invasion  of  Louisiana,  report  of  Mr.  Williams  oa 
the  subject  of  losses  sustained  during  the, 
by  the  British S491 

J. 

Jackson,  William,  Mr.  Sergeant  presented  the 
memorial  of,  in  behalf  of  the  aurvivtog 
officers  of  the  Revolution,  referred  - 

Jackson,  George,  Mr.  Sloan  laid  before  the  House 

a  letter  from,  charging  Mr.  Herrick,  a 

member,  with  receiving  compensation  for 

'his  services  in  procuring  a  pension  for 

Robert  Cue,  read  -        -        -        -       - 

Johnson,  James  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  dtc.  - 
speech  of,  on  the  Property  bill  -        -     752, 756 
on  the  motion  to  postpone  the  same  indefi- 
nitely      765,  r?4 

on  Mr.  Strother's  resolution  respecting  the 
finances         -        -        -        -        -       -    91? 

on  the  Missouri  bill  •        -        ...  13^ 
remsrks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  sales  at 
auction S175,S196 
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Johnson,  Colonel  James,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke, 
the  Secretary  of  War  was  directed  to  re- 
port what  sums  of  money  have  been  paid 
to,  in  virtue  of  certain  articles  of  agree* 

ment,  &c. 936 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  in  reply  1047 

Johnson,  James,  and  others,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Storrs,  the  Secretary  of  War  was  directed 
to  report  copies  of  contracts  heretofore 
made  with,  for  delivery  of  powder,  dec.  -  1461 

Jones,  James,  of  Virginia  was  qualified,  6lc       -     703 
Jones,  Francis,  of  Tennessee  was  qualified,  &c.    702 


remarks  of,  on  the  Property  bill 


751,  755 


on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  same      -  773 

speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill   ...  1457 

Jones,  Fielding,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice  845 

ordered  to  a  third  reading          ...  1807 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .        .  1808 
Jones,  Charles  S.,  and  Richard  Buckner,  a  bill 

for  relief  of,  read  twice    •        .        .        .  928 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1807 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1809 
Jones,  John  M.,  the  Speaker  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  in  relation  to  a  new  invention 

to  catch  rats  and  mice    ....  939 

Journal  of  the  Convention  that  formed  the  Con- 
stitution, a  Message  from  the  President 
on  the  subject  of  the  -  -  .  -741 
Mr.  Warfield  submitted  a  resolution  for  the 
distribution  of  the  copies  of  the,  among 
members  not  before  supplied,  read  twice  -  751 
read  a  third  time,  and  referred  to  a  select 

committee 758 

reported  with  an  amendment,  and  again  or- 

dered  to  a  third  reading          ...    820 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        ..   820 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment      •      -        -    904 

read,  and  concurred  in       -        -        -        -    906 
Mr.  Pinckney  submitted  a  resolution  to  trans- 
mit a  copy  of  the,  to  each  surviving  mem- 
ber of  that  convention,  read  twice  -        •  1948 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1951 
Judicial  System  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  Mr. 
Kent  presented  the   petition  of  sundry 
persons  praying  an  alteration  in  the,  re- 
ferred     -        -  1242 

Mr.  Kent  presented  another  petition  of  the 

same  character  .....  1454 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  further  to  amend  the  1807 
twice  read,  and  referred  •  -  -  -  1808 
a  report  recommending  non-concurrence    -  1823 

Judiciary,  appointment  of  the  standing  commit- 
tee of  the 706 

said  committee  discharged          -        -        -2241 
Jurors  for  the  Circuit  Court,  Mr.  Warfield  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  to  in|^ruct  the  Judici- 
ary Committee  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  increaaiog  the  pay  of  the        -    741 
amended,  and  referred  to  said  committee    •    74 1 
a  report  from  the  Committee  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,  on  the  subject  of       -        -  1674 
Justices  of  the  Peace,  Mr.  Little  presented  a  pe- 
tition of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Washing- 
ton, praying  an  extension  of  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the,  referred        ....  1064 
a  bill  to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of  the,  twice 
read,  and  referred 1671 
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Justices  of  the  Peace — continued.  Page, 

bill  reported  without  amendment,  and  order- 
ed to  lie  on  the  table      ....  2241 

K. 

Kalb,  General  Baron  de,  Mr.  Lowndes  presented 
the  petition  of  the  children  of  the  late, 
referred 

Kendall,  Jonas,  of  Massachusetts  was  qualified, 
and  took  his  seat  -        .        .        .        . 

Kenawha  and  Mason  counties,  Virginia,  an  ad- 
verse report  on  the  petition  of  the  inhab- 
itants of        -----        . 

Kent,  Joseph,  of  Maryland  was  qualified,  &c.    - 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  the  circuit  court  .... 
speech  of,  on  the  District  Banks  bill  - 

Kentucky  and  Ohio  Canal  Company,  Mr.  Ander- 
son submitted  a  resolution  authorizing  the 
purchase  of  stock  in  the,  read,  and  com- 
mitted ---.... 

Kirby,  Samuel.    (See  Greetit  Berryman,) 

Kermion,lLabedoyere  de,  a  bill  from  the  Senate 
for  the  relief  of,  twice  read,  and  referred 

Kidnapping,  the  Secretary  of  State  communicated 
a  copy  of  the  act  of  the  Pennsylvania  Le- 
gislature to  prevent        .... 

King,  William,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  twice  read 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table         ... 

King,  Colonel  William,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wil- 
liams, of  North  Carolina,  the  Secretary 
of  Wtr  was  directed  to  lay  before  the 
House  the  proceedings  of  the  court  mar- 
tial on  the  late  trial  of  . 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary,  transmitting  a 
copy,  referred  ..... 
report  of  the  committee  read,  and  laid  on 
the  table        ...... 
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1574 


1863 
935 

1807 


Kinsey,  Charles,  of  New  Jersey  was  qualified, 
and  took  his  seat  ..... 

speech  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendment  to 
the  Missouri  bill    ..... 

on  the  revision  of  the  tari£f       ... 
on  the  bill  concerning  sales  at  auction 
Kinaley,  Martin,  of  Miasisaippi,  was  qualified, 

and  took  bia  seat  .        .        -        - 
Konkopot,  Jacob,  and  others,  a  bill  for  relief  of, 
twice  read     ------ 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmenta, 
and  agreed  to         .        .        .        .        - 

(Sea  Stoekbridge  Indiane.) 
Lake  Erie,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Stevens,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  were  inatructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  uf  erecting  a 
lighthouse  on  the  southeast  coaat  of,  near 
its  confluence  with  Sandusky  Bay 
Lambert,  William,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Strother, 
the  memorial  and  papers  of,  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
(See  Longitude  of  the  Capitol,) 
Land  Bounty  Certificatea,  Mr.  Cook  aubmitted 
a  resolution  respecting  -        -        -        - 

Land  Claims,  in  Louisiana  and  Missouri,  a  bill 

anpplemental  to  the  several  acts  for  the 

adjustment  of,  read  twice       .        -        . 

indefinitely  postponed        ... 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  of  the  same  tenor    - 
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Land  Clainf^B — condoued.  Pa^e. 

bill  read  twice,  and  refarred        ...  1697 
reported  without  amendment    -        -        -  1711 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2221 
Land  sold  for  direct  tax,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hooka, 
the  Judiciary  Committee  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  provid- 
ing by  law  for  perfecting  titles  to    -        -    801 
Languille,  Francis  B.,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for 

relief  of 1596 

read  twice,  and  referred     -        .        -        .  1597 
the  committee  recommend  indefinite  post- 
ponement       1662 

Lathrop,  Samuel,  of  Massachusetts,  was  qual- 
ified. Ac-       701 

Laub.  Conrad,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  twice  read  2140 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  2242 

Law,  John,  and  Jonathan  Elliott,  a  bill  for  relief 

of,  read  twice 1047 

ordpred  to  a  third  reading  ...  1807 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  .  -  1809 
Laws  of  the  United  States,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Woodbridge,  the  Judiciary  Committee 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  causing  a  competent  number 
of,  to  be  distributed  within  the  Territory 

of  Michigan -     858 

a  bill  to  amend  the  act  to  provide  for  the 

protection  of,  in  newspapers,  read  twice  -  1655 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  .  -  1677 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  -  1690 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  2213 
read,  and  concurred  in  -  •  -  -  2215 
Leather,  Mr.  SiUbee  presented  the  petition  of 

sundry  manufacturers  of,  referred  -        -     778 
(See  Manufactuf&tJ) 
Lefevre,  Joseph,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief 

of,  twice  read,  and  referred    ...  1635 
the  committee  recommend  indefinite  post- 
ponement       1674 

Leiper,  Thomas,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 
lief of  1913 

twice  read,  and  referred    ....  1948 
reported  without  amendment    -        .        .  2009 
read  the  third  time,  and  referred        -        -  2243 
Levy,  Moaes  EUas,  Mr.  Sampson  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        •        >        -        -1641 
an  adverse  report  concurred  in  ...  1670 
Levy  Court  of  Washington,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Cobb,  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  authorizing  the,  to  im- 
pose a  tax  for  building  a  courthouse,  dbc    779 
Library,  a  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  for 
appointment  of  a  committee  on  the,  con- 
curred in,  and  a  committee  appointed    .    705 
a  joint  resolution  permitting  the  use  of  the, 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk 
of  the  Honso,  read  twice        ...  2063 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         ...  218O 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed        -        -  2184 
Limiting  Sales  of  Public  Landa,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Walker,  of  North  Carolina,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Landa  were  inatracted 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of    -        -  1330 
the  committee  report  that  it  is  inexpedient  1451 
Lincoln,  Enoch,  of  Masaachosetta,  waa  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 701 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  concerning 
Revolutionary  pensiona .        >        -        ^    747 


Little,  Peter,  of  Maryland,  waa  qualified,  Ac  -  IXx 
remarks  oi,  on  his  reaolntion  lor  m  aepante 
committee  on  manafactnrea    -         •       •   7Q§ 
Livermore,    Arthur,  of  New   Hampabire,  wsi 

qualified,  and  took  his  seat     -         •       -   711 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Taylor's  reatrictive  le- 
aolution         -        -        -         -         -       -  715 

on  Mr.  Taylor's  sabaeqnent  reaolvtaon       -   8iK 
on  the  Maine  bill      -        -         -         -       •  83( 

on  the  bill  for  benefit  of  deaf  and  damb     •   ^ 
on  the  Census  bill    -        -         -         -       -St? 

on  the  Senate's  amendments  to  the  Maiac 

bUl 1406 

on  the  military  appropriationa   -         -  1607, 1^1 
on  the  District  Banks  bill  -         -        -  1§£ 

on  the  bill  for  relief  of  General  Wilkinaoa  1835 
concerning  sales  at  auction        ...  31% 
Loan,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  Preaidsnt  to  borrow 

two  milliona,  read  twice  -  -  -  IB37 
amended  by  increasing  the  earn  -  -  23(13 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         •        -  S3£ 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  Si4 

returned  with  amendments  by  tbe  Senate, 

and  a  conference  asked  ...  S34T 

conference    agreed  to,  and  managera   ap- 
pointed -    '    -        -         •        -        -  334-* 
report  of  the  managera  concurred  in  -       •  3^ 
Loans  of  Powder,  dcc^  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tracy, 
the  President  of  the  United  Statca  was 
requested  to  inform  the  House,  what,  if 
any,  had  been  made  since  the  peace  to 
private  citizens,  dbc.      •        -         >       -    S3i 
a  message  with  a  report  from  the  Secretary 

of  War  in  reply 14«4 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Strother,  a  committee  of 

inquiiy  into  the,  waa  appointed      -        -  14^ 
report  and  discharge  of  said  committee      -  1791 
Longitude  of  the  Capitol,  a  joint  resolution  au- 
thorizing the  President  to  cauae  astron- 
omical observations  to  be  made  to  ascer- 
tain the,  twice  read        .        -        -        .  lOiJ 
Loring,  Nathaniel  Hale.    (See  Cadeis.) 
Lost  Military  Land  Warrants,  a  bill  providing 

for  cases  of^  read  twice,  and  referred  -  9I€ 
reported  without  amendment  ...  iSfl 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  I^ 

Low,  Andrew,  dc  Co.,  Mr.  Cobb  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred         -        -        -       •  ll^ 
Lowndes,  William,  of  South  Carolina,  was  qual- 
ified, dtc, 701 

remarks  of,  on  the  subject  of  weights  and 

measures  -  -  -  •  .  .  725 
on  resolution  concerning  Army  executions  7^ 
on  postooning  Mr.  Taylor'a  reaolntion  -  735 
on  the  Navy  defidenciea  -  -  •  -  Tsd 
on  Mr.  Taylor's  second  resolation  -  -  8^ 
on  the  Navy  appropriations  >  -  -81? 
on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  conoemiag  ac- 
countability -  .  .  ...  loss 
on  the  resolution  relating  to  tbe  widow,  Ac*, 

of  Commodore  Perry  -  <-  -  -  14J^' 
on  the  disagreement  between  &e  two  Houses 

on  the  Maine  bill  -  -  <-  .  .  iSdJ 
on  the  military  appropriationa  -  .  -  Id 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  Clay's  resolotion  concern- 
ing alienation  of  territory  •  -  .  I7$l 
on  the  Navigation  bill  -  -  .  -  ISSI 
on  the  revision  of  the  tariff  -  -  -  Slli 
remarks  of,  on  tbe  Loan  Bill       2193,  3S03,  ^S: 
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l^ncaB,  John  B.  C,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice    792 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  •*        -        •        -SSI 

read  the  third  time,  and  negatived     -        •    882 

«yman,  Joseph  8.,  of  New  York,  was  qualified 

and  took  hia  seat   .        -        .        -        •    701 
#yon,  Matthew,  the  Speaker  presented  the  me- 
morial of,  referred  -        -        -        -        -710 
if  ackay,  Junes,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read    -    906 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        -        -  1807 
recommitted  with  instructions  ...  1809 

M. 

ifaday,  William  P.,  of  Pennsylvania,  wss  qual- 
ified, dec.       ......    701 

ttaine,  Mr.  Holmes  presented  the  petition  of  the 
Convention  of,  to  be  admitted  as  a  State 
into  the  Union,  referred         ...    704 
a  bill  providing  for  the  admission  of,  into 
the  Union,  read  twice    ....    749 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  .  .  848 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  849 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1404 
debate  on  the  amendments  ...  1406 
amendments  ordered  to  be  printed  -  -  1410 
Mr.  Holmes  presented  a  representation  for 

the  Massacbusc^tts  members   ...  1450 
the  Houae  disagreed  to  the  amendments  of 

the  Senate 1457 

the  Senate  insist  on  their  amendments       .  1552 
the   House  insisted  on  disagreeing  to  the 

whole  of  the  amendments      ...  1555 
a  conference  agreed  to  and  Managers  ap- 
pointed ......  157$ 

report  of  the  managers  agreed  to,  and  the 

bill  finally  passed 1589 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  esUblish  a  circuit 
•  court  in,  twice  read        ....    891 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1662 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1672 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  apportion  the  Rep. 
resentatives  for  the  17th  Congress  to  be 
elected  for  the  Stetes  of  Massachusetto 
and,  twice  read      .....  1697 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1711 
Mallary,  RoUin  C,  Mr.  Rich  presented  the  peti- 
tion  of,  claiming  a  seat  in  the  Honse,  in 
the  place  of  Orsamus  C.  Merrill  of  Ver- 
mont, referred        -        -        -        ...    710 
report  of  said  committee,  favorable  to  his 

claim 860 

report  concurred  in,  and  petitioner  took  his 

seat 901 

remarks  of,  on  the  military  appropriations  -  1623 
Mandan  Villages,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  the 
Secretary  of  War  was  directed  to  report 
the  terms  of  contracto  for  transportetion, 

Ac,  to  the 892 

Manufactures,  appointment  of  a  standing  com- 
mittee of       710 

Mr.  Baldwin,  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Mr. 
Ringgold,  of  Maryland,   severally  pre- 
sented petitions,  praying  eneouragement 
of  domestic,  referred      ....    737 
Mr.  Bufium,  of  New  Hampshire,  presented 

a  similar  petition 739 

Mr.  McLean,  of  Kentucky,  the  same  -  -  740 
Mr.  Hibshman,  of  Pennsylvania,  the  aarae  -  748 
Mr.'Smith,  of  Maryland,  the  same  •  •  757 
Mr.  Rogerr,  of  Pennsylvania,  the  same      -    778 
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701 


Manufactures,  Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  pre- 
sented a  petition  praying  encouragement 
of  domestic,  referred      ... 
Mr.  Meigs,  of  New  York,  Mr.  Case,  and 
Mr.  Maday,  of  Pennsylvania,  the  same  • 
Mr.  Mason,  of  Massachusetts,  the  same     - 
Mr.  Baldwin  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Society  for  the  promotion 
of  domestic    ......  1821 

(See  Domettie  Manufaeiurea,) 

Maps  of  Stetes  and  Territories,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Anderson,  the  derk  was  directed  to  pro- 
cure,  for  the  use  of  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands         ..... 

Mardiand,  David,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified, 
and  took  his  seat  ..... 

Marcus  Hook,  Mr.  Sergeant  presented  the  peti. 
tion  of  sundry  merchante  of  Philadelphia 
praying  the  construction  of  additional 
piers  at,  referred    .        .        >        -        .921 

Marshal  of  the  District  of  Colombia,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Storrs,  the  Secretory  of  the  Trea- 
sury was  directed  to  report  a  statement  of 
the  amount  paid  to  the,  in  each  year,  for 
expenses  of  holding  courts  ... 
report  of  the  Secretary  in  reply 

Mnrahals,  Clerks,  and  Attorneys,  a  bill  to  repeal 
the  act  to  lessen  the  compensation  nf,  read 

*  twice 1021 

Maryland  and  Distrh:t  of  Columbia  Turnpike 
Company,  Mr.  Kent  presented  the  peti. 
tion  of  sundry  persons  praying  a  repeal  of 
the  act  authorinng  the,  to  lay  out  a  cer- 
tain road,  referred  ..... 

Mason,  Jonathan,  of  Massachusetts,  was  quali- 
fied and  took  his  seat    .... 

Masonic  Hall,  in  Washington,  Mr.  Kent  present- 
ed the  petition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  praying  authority  to 
raise  by  lottery  a  sum  sufiident  to  erect 
a,  referred      ..--.- 

Mauri,  Everiste,  Mr.  Meigs  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      ..... 

Mausoleum  to  Washington,  Mr.  £rvin,  of  South 
Carolina,  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing a    

the  House  refused  to  consider  the  same 
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Medical  Department  of  the  Army,  a  bill  from  the 
Senate  further  to  regulate  the,  twice  read, 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading        -        -  2172 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  2180 

Meech,  Ezra,  of  Vermont,  was  qualified    -        -    736 
Meigs,  Henry,  of  New  York,  was  qualified       -    701 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the 

deaf  and  dumb 883 

speech  of,  in  reply  to  the  opponente  of  the 

bUl        -        - 887 

speech  of^  on  Mr.  Storr's  amendment  to  the 

Miasoori  bUl 940 

Melchior,  Isaac,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 

of,  twice  read         .....    934 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         ...  1807 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        •  1809 
Meroer,  Charles  F.,  of  Virginia,  vrae  quaUfied 

and  took  his  seat    .....    702 
remarks' of,  on  the  resolution  concerning 

Army  executions 781 

on  postponing  Mr.  Taylor's  resolution        •    736 
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Mercer,  Charles  F. — continued.  Page, 

remarki  of,  on  the  Navy  Deficiency  bill  -  788 
on  Mr.  Taylor's  second  resolution  -  -  803 
speech  of,  on  the  naval  appropriations  -  812 
remarks  of,  on  the  Census  bill  ...  922 
on  printing  the  Journal  of  the  old  Congress  1048 
on  Senate's  amendmenta  to  the  Maine  bill  1480 
on  the  District  Banks  bill  -  1812,  1827 

on  the  Militia  bUI 1900 

Merchants'  Bank  of  Newport,  a  bill  from  the 

Senate  for  the  relief  of  the  ...  1242 
twice  read  and  referred  ....  1264 
reported  without  amendment  ...  1290 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1099 

laid  on  the  table 2243 

Merrill,  Orsamus  C,  of  Vermont,  was  qualified    701 

Mr.  Mallary  disputes  the  election  of  -        .    710 

reply  of,  to  Mr.  Mallary's  statements        -    866 

Mr.  Baker,  of  New  Hampshire,  presented 

the  memorial  of,  praying  time  to  collect 

evidence        ......    899 

the  Committee  of  Elections  report  that  he 
']M  not  entitled  to  a  seat,  and  the  same  be- 
ing concurred  in,  Mr.  Mallary  takes  his 
place 903 

Merrill,  James,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  twice  read     928 

ordered  to  a  third  reading         ...  1807 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed         *        -  1809 
Metcalf,  Thomas,  of  Kentucky,  was  qualified    -    70^ 

speech  of,  on  the  District  Banlu  bill        -1814 
Michigan  Territory,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  to  cause  the  laws  oi^  to 
be  printed  and  distributed,  twice  read    -  1640 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1642 
Military  Academy,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cannon  the 
Secretary  of  War  was  directed  to  report  a 
statement  of  the  whole  amount  of  money 
expended  on  the 792 

letter  from  the  Secretary  in  reply      -        -  1021 

Mr.  C.  submitted  a  resolution  making  other 
inquiries  concerning       ....  1405 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  trans- 
mitting a  report  from  the  Engineer  De- 
partment containing  the  rules  and  regu- 
lations of  the,  referred    ....  1489 

on  motion  of  the  same  gentleman,  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  aboiishiog 
the 1627 

the  said  committee  reported  that  it  was  in- 
expedient to  do  so         -        -        -        -  1632 

a  bill  concerning  the,  twice  read,  &c.       -  1636 

Military  Establishment,  a  bill  regulating  the, 

twice  read,  dbc.      .....  1641 

Military  Fortifications,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Can- 
non, the  Military  Committee  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
reducing,  or  entirely  stopping  the  -        -    891 

Military  Peace  JSstablishment,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  was  directed  to  report  the 
aggregate  amount  of  the,  for  each  year 
since  1815,  distinguishing  the  grades  -  801 
report  of  the  Secretary  in  reply  -  -  849 
another  report  from  the  same  on  the  subject 
of  the    - 1639 

Military  Service,  a  bill  making  partial  appropri- 
ations for  the,  for  the  year  1820,  twice 
read 741 


Military  Service — continued.  Pir 

bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  ^ 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  *.  -  SX 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  ameodBtcDts. 

and  referred         -        -         -         -       -   87; 
agreement  reported   -         -         -         -       •   3S6 
report  concurred  in   -        •         -         -       -   9)& 
Mr.  Cannon  submitted  a  reaolation  inatract- 
ing  the  Military  Committee    to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  extending  the  act 
making  provision  for  the,  duiing^  the  late 
war,  to  orphans,  d^.       •         -         ..74^ 
the  resolution  negatived  -         -       •   74} 

a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the,  for  the 

year  1820,  twice  read  -  -  >  -  1319 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  >  •  i6S 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  1641 
retjurned  from  the  Senate  with  affleodmeQU  I6$T 
amendments  and  bill  referred  -  •  -  17&1 
disagreement  reported,  and  concurred  in  -  ITM 
Senate  insisted  on  one  amendment  and 
asked  a  conference,  which  ia  agreed  to, 
and  managers  appointed  •  -  -  IsuC 
the  managers  report  a  non-agreement        •  18Si 

Militia,  appointment  of  a  select  commitlee  on  the   79$ 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Cannon,  the  aaid  commitlee 
were  inatructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  clothing  the,  when  called  into 
service  -        -        -        -        -        --?t 

on  motion  of  the  same,  the  same  oommittee 
were  further  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  improving  the  oi^ganizstiea 
of  the    -        -        .        .        .        ..Ssb 

a  bill  to  provide  for  clothing  the,  d^c  resd 
twice     -        -        -        .        .        ..SK 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  >        -        .       .  iNl 
a  Message  from  the  President  transmitting 
the  annual  abstract  of  the        *        .       -  IIT 
Miller,  George.    (See  Converse,  DameL) 
Miller,  Christopher,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of;  read 

twice    .---.--i?9b 

ordered  to  a  third  reading         -        -       -  18C? 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -       -  18^ 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend* 

ment     .......  3dSS 

read,  and  agreed  to   •        .        .        •       -  SIK 

Milne,  Alexander,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the 

relief  of 1633 

read  twice,  and  referred     ....  18^ 

Minors,  Mr.  Walker,  of  North  Carolina,  offered 
a  resolution  to  allow  bounty  land  to,  under 
certain  circumstances,  which  the  House 
refused  to  consider         -         *        .       .   7^ 

Mint,  a  Message  from  the  President,  vrith  the 

reportof  the  Director  of  the     -        -       -  1^ 
sundry   statements    from   the   Treasury  in 
relation  to  the        -        >        -        -       •  l&it- 

Mississippi  Stock,  documents  showing  the  out* 

sUnding,  and  interest  thereon        -       •  ^ 

Missouri,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Scott,  the  several 

memorials,  dec,  relating  to  tlie  admission 

of,  into  the  Union,  were  referred  to  a  select 

oommittee     -        -        -        .        .       .   7^ 

a  bill  to  authorise  the  people  of,  to  form  1 

constitution,  dec,  read  twice  -        -       -   '^ 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .  ,     .  ISr^ 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmeBfii  is^ 
after  considerable  debate,  all  ooncuned  in  -  1^ 
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issouri,  the  Speaker  preeented  randry  peticiona 
praying  that  the  Territory  of,  may  be  di- 
vided, referred       .....    800 
Mr.  Scott  preeented  the  rcmonatranceof  the 
Mount  Zion  Baptist  Aaaociation,  againat 
the  interference  of  Congress  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  constitution  of  -        -        -    848 
Mr.  Hardin  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  Kentucky,  of  a  aimilar  char- 
acter      933 

)biccan  Indians,  a  bill  confirming  the  title  of 

the,  to  certain  lands,  read  twice      -        -  1463 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  ...  1807 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 1807 

the  third  reading  negative^        ...  1865 
ilasses,  memorial  of  sundry  merchants  and  dis- 
tillers of  Boston,  on  the  subject  of  the  im- 
portation of  •        -     ,  -        -        -        -  2410 
)nell,  Robert,  of  New  York,  was  qualified,  dtc.    701 
)ore,  Robert,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified, 

and  took  hia  seat  -        ...        -    701 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  sales  at 

auction 2199 

)ore,  Samuel,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 701 

)rgan,  Charles,  report  of  the  Commiaaioner  of 

the  General  Land  Office  on  the  claim  of    881 
>rton,  Marcus,  of  Massachusetts,  was  quali- 
fied. See 701 

iscley,  Jonathan  O.,  of  Connecticut,  was  quali- 
fied, dbc 701 

remarks  of,  on  the  District  Banks  bill        •  1828 
irray,  John,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat  -        .•       .        .        .    701 
iskets,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  authorixing  psy- 
ment  to  be  made  for  certain,  impressed 

into  the  service 904 

read  twice,  and  referred    ....    906 
reported  with  amendments        ...    994 
ordered  to  a  third  reading        ...  1698 
iCarty,  Edmund,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the 

relief  of,  read  twice        ....  1888 
rComas,  Josiah  H.,  and  wile.     (See  WtUKs, 
Henry f  of  whom  they  were  repreaenta* 
tives.) 
Coy,  M^illiam,  of  Virginia,  waa  qualified,  dice.    702 
remarks  of,  on  the  Property  bill  -        -        •    755 
on  the  military  appropriationa    -        -        -  1621 
on  the  Diatrict  Banks  bill          •        -        -  1830 
Creary,  John,  of  South  Carolina,  waa  quali- 
fied, dec.        702 

CuUough,  Hugh,  adverse  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of -        -    791 

Donald,  William,  a  bill  for  the  relief  oU  read 

twice 726 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -     751 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        .    758 
Glassin,  late  major  in  the  Army,  the  Speaker 

communicated  a  letter  from   -        -        -    938 

Grew,  John,  Richard  Cravat,  Hardy  Perry, 

and  Beley  Cheney,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of, 

read  twice     --..-.  1169 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        •        •        •  1821 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  ...  1822 

In  tire,  Ann,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice  1594 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -  1821 

read  a  third  time,  and  referred  .        -        -  1822 

indefinitely  postponed       ....  i860 


Page. 

Mclnteah,  William,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  -  676 

a  third  reading  negatived  ....  928 

McLane,  Louis,  of  Delaware,  was  qualified,  dtc  701 

apeeeh  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill    -        -        -  1188 

on  the  Senate's  amendments  to  the  Maine 

bill 1409 

on  the  revision  of  the  tariff       ...  2093 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  salea  at 

auction          ......  2199 

McLean,  Olney,  of  Kentucky,  was  qualified,  dec.  702 
remarks  of,  on  the  District  Banks  bill  -  1813 
speech  of,  on  the  Land  Salea  bill  -  .  1893 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  sales  at 

auction 2196 

McNair,  Matthew,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 
lief of   1913 

twice  read 1948 

McNeil,  Joseph,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief, 

of,  read  twice,  and  referred    ...  1574 
the  committee  recommend  indefinite  post- 
ponement       1674 

McRae,  Alexander.  (See  Johnsotif  James,  and 
others,) 

N. 

National  Road,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hendricks,  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
continuing  the,  from  Wheeling  to  St. 
Charles         -        -        -        -        -        -  1638 

National  University,  Mr.  Hill,  of  Massachusetts, 

submitted  a  resolution  respecting  a        -    780 
considered,  and  negatived  •        -        -    781 

National  Vaccine  Institution,  a  bill  to  incorporate 

the,  read  twice  --••>..    891 
Naval  Commanders,  a  bill  to  prevent,  from  ac- 
cepting presents,  dec.,  from  any  foreign 
powers,  read  twice        ....  2166 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  2173 

Naval  Establishment,  Mr.  Cocke  submitted  a  re- 
solution for  reducing  the        ...  1594 
Navigation,  a  bill  concerning,  twice  read  -        -  1330 
a  bill  from  the  Senate,  supplementary  to  the 

act  concerning,  read  twice,  and  referred  -  1822 

reported  without  amendment     ...  1836 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2240 

Navy,  appointment  of  a  select  committee  on  the    707 
a  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  making  appro- 
priations for  the,  for  the  year  1819,  read 

twice •    741 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    829 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    830 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Queries,   the  committee 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  reducing  the  expenses  of  the    -    860 
the  committee  report  that  it  is  inexpedient  2156 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary,  with  a  statement 

of  the  contingent  expenses  of         -        -  1064 
a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  the,  for  the  yesr  1820,  read  twice,  and 

referred 1136 

'  reported  with  sundry  amendments  -  •  1596 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1597 
Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  submitted 

a  resolation  respecting  the      -        -        -  2143 
a  bill  respecting  the  enlistment  of  seamen 
for  the,  read  twice         ....  2239 


Izxxvii 


INDEX. 


IxXXTli] 


House  Proeeedings  and  Debates. 


701 

702 

1171 


1958 
1957 
2009 
2230 
2247 


Page. 

Navy  CommissioDera,  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  inquiry  into  the  eipedi- 
ency  of  modifying  the  act  creating  the 
Board  of,  reported  ite  inexpediency         -  2156 

Navy  Hospital  Fund,  two  resolutions  presented 
by  Mr.  Silsbee,  in  relation  to  the,  were 
adopted  ......  1022 

annual  report  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  1330 

Navy  Pension  Fund,  a  letter  from  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the,  read         ....  1460 

Nettle,  Raphael,  of  Maryland,  was  qualified       •    701 
Nelson,  Jeremiah,  of  Massachusetts,  was  quali- 
fied        

Nelson,  Hugh,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified  - 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Foot's  resolutions 
Nappes,  Abraham.    (See  Goeiz,  Frederick.) 
New  Orleans  custom-house,  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate to  provide  for  building  an  addition  to 

the 

read  a  first  time        ..... 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        - 
New  York,  the  Speaker  presented  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  State  of,  encloalng  a  cer- 
tificate of  election,  dbc.,  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Elections         ... 
Newsom,  Joshua,  Peter  Cook  and  James  Kobb, 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read 
read  the  third  time,  and  paased  .        -        - 
Newspapers,  the  usual  order  given  for  the  sup- 
ply of    

on  motion  of  Mr.  Pindall,  the  Secretary  of 
SUte  was  directed  to  report  a  list  o^  in 
which  the  laws  are  ordered  to  be  published 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  in  reply  - 
(See  Laws  of  the  United  Siaies.) 
Newton,  Thomas,  of  Virginia,  wasqualmed,  dec. 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  to  separate 
the  subjecte  of  Commerce  and  Manufac- 
tures, by  appointing  a  committee  for  each 
on  the  military  appropriations  .        -        . 
in  explanation  of  the  bill  to  impose  a  new 
tonnage,  duty  on  French  ships,  dec 

Niagara  frontier,  Mr.  Rich  submitted  a  resolution 
instructing  the  Committee  of  Claims  to 
prepare  and  report  a  bill  providing  for  the 
distribution  of  a  sum  of  money  among 
the  sufiferers  by  the  general  conflagratioB 
committed  by  the  enemy  on  the 
Nioholls,  John.  (See  Harding,  John,  4«*) 
North  Carolina,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Slocumb,  the 
President  of  the  United  States  was  r»* 
quested  to  communicate  to  the  House  the 
progress  made  in  the  survey  of  certain 
parte  of  the  coast  of       ... 

a  message  from  ths  Presidsnt,  with  the  in- 
formation asked  for        -        -        - 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  provide  for  the  ex- 
pense of  surveying  part  of  the  coast  of, 
read  twice     --..--  1863 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        .        -  2202 

another  bill  from  the  Senate  declaring  the 
assent  of  Congress  to  certain  acta  of  the 
State  of,  twice  read  and  referred     -        -  1888 

reported  without  amendment     •        -        -  1899 

Norton,  Daniel  D.,  report  of  the  Secretary  of 

War  in  the  case  of        ....  1381 
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Notes  under  five  dollars,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mer- 
cer the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  prohibiting  the  dicalatioa 
of,  within  the  said  District      ... 

O. 

O'Bannon,  Jennings,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for 

reliefof         .-.--. 

read  twice        -        .        -        -         .        - 

read  the  third  time  and  passed  -         -        - 

O'Brien,  Richard,  a  bill  from  the  Settsfte  for  re- 
liefof, read  twice  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Ocean  Steamship  Company,  a  bill  from  tlie  Sen- 
ate granting  certain  privileges  to  the 
read  twice         .        -        -        -         -        - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -         -        - 
read  a  third  time  and  recommitted 
the  committee  discharged  -        -        -        - 

O'Connor,  John,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the 
relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  - 
read  twice,  and  referred  -  .  .  . 
reported  without  amendment  .  -  - 
recommitted  -.---- 
reported,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed    • 

Ocracock  Inlet,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Koan,  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  erecting 
a  lighthouse  at        .....  1695 

Office  under  authority  of  the  United  States,  Ur. 
Cobb  submitted  a  resolution  to  amend 
the  Constitution  so  as    to  prohibit  any 
Senator  or  Representative  from  holding, 
during  the  term  for  which  he  was  elected, 
resd      -  ^      -        -         -         -        -        - 

read  a  second  time,  and  committed     - 

Ogden,  Thomas  L.,  and  others,  a  bill  from  the 

Senate  for  relief  of        •        -        -        • 

read  twice,  dec  -        -         .        .       - 

Ohio,  a  bill  to  alter  the  place  of  holding  the  Uni- 
ted States  Conrte  from  Chilliootke  to  Co- 
lumbus in,  read  three  times  and  passed  -  1431 
a  Massage  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  with  documente,  showing  that  the 
act  respecting  the  noribem  and  western 
boundaries  of,  has  been  executed,  reed    - 

the  Speaker  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Governor  of,  enclosing  an  act  of  the 
Legislature  and  a  resolution  ssking  a  do- 
nation of  land  to  enable  said  State  to  form 
a  navigable  canal  between  Lake  Erie  and 
the  river        --..-. 
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a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  authorise  the  ap- 
pointment of  commissioners  to  lay  <Hit  a 
canal  therein  mentioned         .         .        . 
twice  read,  and  referred    -        .        - 
reported  without  amendment     .        -        . 

Ohie  Company's  Purchase,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Campbell  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  providing  by  law  for  obtaining 
a  copy  of  the  plans  and  field-notes  includ- 
ed in  the 
an  unfavorable  report  from  said  committee  - 
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Old  Congiew,  a  refolation  bj  Mr.  8U>m  to 
print  the  lecret  journal  of  th<»  was  re- 
ferred to  a  Mlect  committee   ...  1064 
reported  with  an  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  lie  on  the  table 1064 

(See  Journal  of  Old  Congress  and  Secret 
Journal.) 
Ontario,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lowndes,  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  was  directed  to  give  cer- 
tain information  concerning  the  comman- 
der of  the  firigate,  dbc 1696 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
with  documents  in  reply        ...  1809 

Orphans'  Court  of  the  District  of  Colombia, 
Mr.  Kent  presented  the  petition  of  the 
judges  of  the,  praying  increase  of  com* 
pensatioo,  referred  ....  1460 
abiU  from  the  Senate  to  increase  the  al- 
lowance to  the  judges  of  the  -        •        •  1833 

read  twice 1887 

ordered  to  a  third  reading-        ...  1918 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  1948 

Ooachita,  on  notion  of  Mr,  Botler,  the  Com- 
mittee  of  Public  Lands  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  con- 
firming to  the  inhabitants  of,  their  claim 
to  a  certain  piece  of  land       -        •        -  1818 

P. 

PsDcoast,  William,  a  bill  for  relief  of,   read 

twice    - 1711 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •  '     •        -  1810 

Paper,  Mr.  Fuller  presented  a  petition  from 
Massachusetts,  praying  that  a  specific 
duty  may  be  laid  on  foreign,  referred      -    789 

Parker,  James,  of  Massachusetts,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 701 

Parker,  Severn  £.,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified   -    702 

Piscagoula,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rankin,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  estahlieh- 
ing  a  port  of  entry  at  the  mouth  of       -  1689 

Pasquier,  Charles  Henry,  and  others,  (Swiss 
emigrants,)  an  adverM  report  on  the  pe- 
tition, o^  ooncurred  in   -        .        .        .  1590 

Pfttente,  report  of,  iMued  in  1819,  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  War 881 

Patcidge,  Alden,  Mr.  Rich  presented  the  memo- 
rial of,  referred ]  674 

Patterson,  WilUam»  and  others.  (See  St.  Do* 
muupo.) 

Patterson,  Thomas,  of  Pennaylvania,  wae  qual- 
ified, dee.       ..•••.    701 

Payment  for  property  destroyed  by  the  British, 
papers  communicated  by  the  Seerstary 
of  War  in  relation  to  the  ezeeution  of 
the  act  to  authorise       ....  3488 

Payne,  John,  a  report  recommending  rejection 

of  the  petition  of  -        -        -        .        -    883 

Pearl  River,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rankin,  the  Com- 
mittee of  C?ommeree  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establiah* 
ing  a  port  of  entry  at  the  mouth  of         -  1594 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  establish  the  die- 

Uict  of 1838 

twice  read,  and  referred     ....  1887 
reported  without  amendment    ...  1887, 

Peck,  Harmanus,  of  New  York,  was  qualified    701 


Page. 
Pellett,  John,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief  o^  1696 
read  twice,  and  referred     ....  1597 
the  committee  recommend  indefinite  post- 
ponement    --....  1674 
Penrose,  Clement  B.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice 

read 792 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -    881 
third  reading  negatived     ....    882 

Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims,  appoint- 
ment of  the  standing  Committee  of       .    705 
the  committee  discharged  ....  8284 
Pensions,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  in  re- 
lation to,  improperly  granted  -        >    929 
Pennsylvania,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  alter  the 
times   for  holding    the    United    States 
Court  for  the  Western  district  of   -        -1170 
twice  read,  and  referred    -        -        -        -  1218 

Peoria,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief  of  the 

inhabitants  of,  read  twice  -  •  -  2214 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  2284 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2242 
Perkins,  Samuel  O.    (See  St.  Domingo.) 
Periy,  Hardy.    (See  MeOrew,  John,) 
Perry,  Oliver  H.,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lowndea 
the  Naval  Committee  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extending 
to  the  widow  of,  the  provisions  of  the 
law  for  widowe  of  naval  officers,  dbc.     -  1462 
Mr.  Randolph  proposed  a  substitute,  that 
provision  be  made  by  law  for  the  support 
of  the  widow  and  education  of  the  chil- 
dren of  the  late,  which  was  adopted,  and 
a  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  1453 
a  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  family  of  the 
late,  read  twice,  dte.      -        -        .        -  1541 

Perry t  Margaret,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read  1819 
Petitions  of  Right,  dtc,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pin- 
dall,  the  Judiciary  Committee  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  providing  by  law  for  the  prosecution 
of  suits  in  the  nature  of       •        •        -    713 

Pettibone,  Daniel,  Mr.  Folger  presented  sundry 
depositions  going  to  show  that,  is  not  the 
inventor  of  the  art  of  welding  cast  steel 
to  iron 849 

Pettit,  Peter.    (See  Cavalier,  Anthony.) 

Phelps,  Eliiha,of  Conaecticul,  was  qualified  -  701 
Pbileon,  Robert,  of  Pennsylvania,  wae  qualified  757 
Piatt*  John  H.,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  rehmf 

of,  twice  read,  and  referred  -  -  •  1822 
reported  without  amendment  ...  2009 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •  -  •  -2172 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        •2180 

Plnekney,  Charles,  of  Sooth  Carolina,  was  qual- 
ified, dtc. 702 

speeeh  of,  on  the  resolution  to  print  the 

secret  journal,  Sec.  ....  1053 
in  explanation  -..---  1057 

on  the  Missouri  bill 1310 

on  printing  the  journal  of  the  Old  Congress  1628 

Pindall,  James,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  ^.  702 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  accommodate  the 

circuit  court  of  the  District  of  Columbia  786 
speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill  ...  1265 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 

Savannah  suflerere  ....  I805 
on  the  bill  for  relief  of  General  Wilkinson  1885 
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Piracy.on  motion  of  Mr.  Butler,  the  Judiciary 
Uommittee  were  instructed  to  inquire 
what  further  provision  is  necessary  to  de- 
fine and  punish  the  crime  of  -  -  -  1877 
a  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  act  to  protect 
commerce  and  punish  the  crime  of,  read 

twice 1588 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  the  same  effect, 

read  twice  and  referred  ...  2063 

reported  with  amendments        -        -        •2210 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  2231 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  2236 

Pitcher,  Nathaniel,  of  New  York,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat    -        .        -        .        .    701 
Pleasants,  James,   of  Virginia,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 702 

the  Speaker  presented  the  resignation  of  -     727 
Plumer,  William,  jr.,  of  New  Hampshire,  was 

qualified,  &c.         -         -         -         -         -     701 
speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill   -        -        -  1412 
Point  Coupee,  Mr.  Butler  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  the  Legislature  of  Louisiana,  pray- 
ing the  grant  of  a  lot  for  a  seminary  at, 

referred         - 1655 

adverse  report  thereon       -        .        .        .  2206 

Postage,  Mr.  Phelps  submitted  a  resolution  on 

the  subject  of 939 

Post  Office  Department,  Mr.  P.  also  submitted  a 
resolution  concerning  the  accounts  of  the, 
referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury    991 
Post  Office  Establishment,  a  bill  from  the  Senate 
in  addition  to  the  act  regulating  the,  read 
twice  and  referred         ....  1574 
reported  without  amendment     ...  1588 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1595 
Post   Offices  and  Post  Roads,  appointment  of 

the  standing  committee  on    -     .  >        *    705 
a  bill  to  alter  and  establish  certain,  read 

twice 2205 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  2207 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendment*  2231 
read  and  concurred  in        -        -        -        •  2236 

Post  Roads,  a  bill  to  alter  and  establish  certain, 

twice  read 1774 

Potter,  Polly,  report  of  the  Paymaster  General 

on  the  petition  of,  referred      ...     933 
Preemption,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  granting 
rights  of,  to  certain  settlers  in  Ohio,  twice 

read 1900 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  2234 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  2242 

President  of  the  United  States,  appointment  of 

the  usual  committee  to  wait  on  the         -    703 
report  of  the  same     .....    704 
resolutions  to  refer  the  annual  message  of    706 
Presque  Isle,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Navy  in  relation  to  the  harbor  of,  referred     924 
Prevost,  Solomon,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the 

relief  of 1833 

twice  read,  and  referred     ....  1837 

Printers  of  Books,  the  petition  of  the,  of  Phila- 
delphia, praying  that  an  additional  duty 
may  be  laid  on  books  imported      -        -  2333 

Private  Land  Claims,  appointment  of  tlie  stand- 
ing committee  on  -        -        -        -        •     705 
the  committee  discharged  •        ...  2241 

Privateer  Pension  Fund,  report  of  the  Secretary 

of  the  Navy  on  the        ....   i092 


Pigi. 

Private  Claims,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fuller,  the  Jq- 
diciaiy  Committee  were  inatnicteid  to  in- 
quire into  the  eipediency  of  providing  bj 
law  for  the  settlement  of         ...  i;io 

PriTateering,  Mr.  Ross  presented  a  memoriil 
from  Ohio  praying  that  meaanies  may  be 
adopted  to  abolish  the  practice  oi,  refer- 
red         737,2i« 

report  of  the  committee  thereon         -       -   350 
•committee  discharged        -         -        -       -  8S] 

Privilege,  Mr.  Randolph  having  moved  a  qncs* 
tion  of,  which  the  Hoose  refused  to  con- 
sider, submitted  a  resolution  to  ezpaoge 
so  much  of  the  37th  rule  as  related  to  the 
reconsideration  of  a  vote         -        -      •  1399 

Prizes,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Shaw,  the  Sccretaiv  of 
the  Navy  was  directed  to  report  the 
amount  received  from  the  two  per  cent 
deduction  from  the  sale  o^  for  the  beoefit 
of  distressed  seamen       -         -        -       -  16^ 
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Property  lost  in  the  Seminole  war,  on  motion  of 

Mr.  Cannon,  a  committee  was  appointed 

to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providiof 

payment  for  ..... 

a  bill  to  that  effect  twice  read     - 

the  third  reading  negatived         -       -  '    - 

Mr.  Gross  submitted  a  similar  resdatioB 

embracing  Pittsburg      -         ... 

considered  and  negatived  •         ... 

Mr.  Foot  submitted  a  resolation  directiBf 

the  Secretary  of  War  to  report  the  ma- 

ner  of  execution  of  the  former  act  to  ptj 

for 

the  Secretary's  report  in  reply   .       -      • 

Protection  to  Manufactures,  memorial  of  the  Con- 
vention  at  New  York  praying  meararei 
for         ....         -       -      - 

memorial  of  the  American  Society  for  S393, 

memorial  of  the  citizens  of  Middletown, 
Connecticut,  for    •        -         .       -      - 

memorial  of  the   Pennsylvania  Societj  ibr 

Public  Buildings,  appointment  of  a  select  eom- 

mittee  on  the        -        -        -       •      - 

a  Message  from  the  President  transmittiog 
the  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  - 

report  of  the  select  committee  on  the 

the  committee  discharged 
Public  Debt,  statement  of  the  >        -       -      * 

deUiled  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury showing  the  state  of  the 
Public  Expenditures,  appointment  of  the  stand- 
ing committee  on  -        •        -       -      - 
Public  Lands,  appointment  of  the  standing  com- 
mittee on       -        -        -        •       .      - 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  change  the  mode 
of  disposing  of  the,  twice  read,  and  re- 
ferred   .---.- 

reported  with  amendments 

amendments  disagreed  to,  and  the  bill  of< 
dered  to  a  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Purkill,  Jacob,  Mr.  McLean  presented  the  peti 
tion  of,  referred      .        .        .       • 

an  adverse  report  thereon 

read,  and  agreed  to    - 

Q. 

Quarles,  TunsUlI,  of  Kentucky,  was  qualified,  Ac  ^ 
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Qaarle*,  Tunstell,  remarks  of,  on  his  resolntion 

relating  to  the  Army  and  Navy      -        -    869 
annonneing  the  death  of  David  Walker    -  1568 
Quartermaster  General,  report  of  the,  stating 
the  terms  of  contract  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  troops  up  the  Missouri  -        -        -    9S4 

R. 

Rabb,  James.    (See  Newsom  Jo$hua.) 
Ragland,  Thomas.    (See  Cadets.) 
Randolph,  John  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  dec.     704 
remarks  of«  on  indefinite  postponement  of 

the  Property  bill 760 

on  the  Navy  deficiency       ...     787,  789 
on  the  bill  for  support  of  the  Navy    •        -    817 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Trimble    -        -        -        -    819 

on  the  bill  for  benefit  of  deaf  and  dumb  884,  885 
on  M(.  Cuthbert's  resolution  respecting  the 
slave  trade    ------    926 

on  printing  the  Journal  of  the  Old  Congress  1053 
speech  of,  on  his  resolution  respecting  ac- 
countability ------  1066 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Lowndes   -        -        -        -  1066 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Trimble    -        -        -        -  1068 

on  his  motion  respecting  the  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  House       -        -        -        -  1464 

on  the  death  of  David  Walker  -        -        -  1669 
remarks  of,  on  taking  up  the  Appropriation 

bill 1676 

Rankin,  Christopher,  of  M ississippi»  was  qualified    702 

speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill    ...  1333 

on  the  bill  for  relief  of  General  Wilkinson  -  1834 

Ratio  of  Representation,  Mr.  Brush  submitted 

a  motion  that  a  committee  be  appointed 

to  consider  the  expediency  of  fixing  the  -    903 

not  agreed  to -    904 

Rations,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitman,  the  Secre- 
tary  of  War  was  directed  to  report  a 
statement  of  the  expense  of  furnishing 
the  Army  with,  for  the  year  ending  14th 
April,  1818,  with  average  cost,  dec.  -        -     739 
report  of  the  Secretary  in  reply        -        -  1463 
Receipts  and  Expenditures,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Randolph,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
was  directed  to  report  a  statement  of, 
from  the  beginning  of  the  Government, 
classing  the  expenditures,  dec.       -        -    877 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  in  reply    -        -  1356 
the  report  of  that  officer  in  detail      -        -  2363 
Records  and  judicial  proceedings,  Mr.  Simkins 
submitted  a  resohition  in  relation  to  the 
faith  and  credit  to  be  given  to  the,  of  the 
courts  of  any  States,  authenticated  and 
produced  in  evidence    -        -        -        -     897 
considered   and  referred  to  the  Judiciary 

Committee 897 

Redemption  of  Lands,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Morton, 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were 
instructed  to  inquire  whether  in  any  case 
further  time  ought  to  be  allowed  for  the — 

sold  for  taxes 733 

hill  extending  the  time  allowed  for,  read  twice    896 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed      -        •  1863 
Registered  Seamen,  report  of^  iu  diffsrent  ports  of 

the  United  States 891 

legnier,  John  B.,  a  bill  foe  the  relief  of,  twice 

read  ...-.-.  1022 
ordered  to  a  thifd  reading  -  -  .  1807 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  1809 

I6lh  Con.  Ist  Sfiss.— 86 
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Reid,  Robert  W.,  of  Georgia,  was  qualified,  dec  -  702 
remarks  of,  on  the  Property  bill  •  -  766 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  Taylor's  amendment  to 

the  Missouri  bill 1028 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Storrs's  report  concern- 
ing Seminole  war  -----  1662 

Reid,   Samuel  C.      (See   General  Armstrangf 

Privateer,) 
Reports  of  decisions,  in  the  Supreme  Court,  a 
bill  from  the  Senate  to  continue  in  force 
the  act  to  provide  for,  read  twice,  and 
referred         .----.    936 

reported  with  amendments        -        -        -    991 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        .  2242 
Reservations  of  land  for  naval  purposes,  a  bill  to 

amend  the  act  making,  read  twice  -    .    -  1866 
orderwd  to  a  third  reading  •        -        .        .  2240 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        -        -  2242 
Retrocession  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  Mr.  Dari- 
ington  submitted  a  preamble  and  resolu- 
tion  instructing  the  Committee  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  to  inquire  into  the 
propriety  of  making  a,  to  the  Statea  re- 
spectively of  Maryland  and  Virgniic — 
which  the  House  refused  to  consider       •    878 
Revenue,  a  statement  of  the    -        -        -        -    719 

remonstrance  of  merchants  of  Baltimoie 

against  any  change  in  the  system  of     -  2369 
the  same  from  the  Philadelphia   Chamber 
of  Commerce        .        -        -        -        .  2407 
Revisal  and  Unfinished  Business,  appointment  of 

the  standing  committee  of      -        -        -    7M' 
Revolutionary  Pensions,  appointment  of  a  select 

committee  on       -        •        -        -        -    706 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Rich,  the  above  committee 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  man* 
ner  in  which  the  act  of  1818  has  been 
executed,  dtc        -----    734 

report  of  the  manner,  dbc         ...    goo 
Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee,  submitted  a  reso- 
lution on  the  subject  of  -        -        -        -    746^ 

amended  and  agreed  to    •        -        -        -    748- 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitman,  the  committee 
on,  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  repealing  the  act  of  1818, 
so  far  as  it  relates  to  persons  engaged  in 
the  land  and  naval  service,  dbc      -        -    749 
report  of  said  committee,  that  it  was  not  ex- 
pedient to  repeal  the  act        -        -        -861 
correspondence  of  the  committee  00,  with 
the  SecreUry  of  War    ....    862 

Mr.  Cannon  offered  a  resolution  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  amending  the  taw, 
so  as  to  place  ofiicers  and  soldieia  on  an 
equality,  which  was  rejected  -        -        -    892 
.Mr.  Findall  submitted  a  joint  resolution 
concerning    ------  2218 

read  twice,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  2219 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  2223 

Revolutionary  War,  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  to 
provide  for  certain  persons  engaged  in  the 
land  and  naval  service  during  the,  read 

twice,  dec 1866 

a  bill  to  continue  in  force,  without  limit,  the 
act  to  provide  for  persons  disabled  by 
known  wounds  received  in  the,  read  twioe  1693 
referred  to  a  select  committee    -        •        .  1679 
reported  without  anendnent,  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed 2242 
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bill  retorn^d  from  the  Senate  with  amend- 

ments,  and  concarred  in         -        -        -  2S48 
a  bill,  (reported  by  the  committee  aa  a  eab* 
•titute  for  the  bill  first  mentioned  above,) 
in  addition  to  the  act  to  provide  for  cer- 
tain persona  in  the  land  and  naval  service, 
&c,  read  twice      .        -        .        •        •  169S 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1711 

read  the  third  time,  and  paased  •        -        •  1716 
Rhea,  John,  of  Tennessee,  was  qualified,  dec.  -    702 
speech  of,  on  indefinite  postponement  of  the 
property  bill  -        -        -        -        -        -    767 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Taylor's  restrictive  reso- 
lution     602 

on  printing  the  Journal  of  the  Old  Congress  1059 
on  Mr.  Foot's  resolution  -  -  -  -1172 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  Clay's  resolution  respect- 
ting  alienation  of  territory  ...  1776 
on  the  District  Banks  bill  ....  1681 
on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties  2170 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  sales  at 

auction 2197 

Rice,  Henryt  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on 
the  petition  of,  as  attorney  for  sundry  mer- 
chants, read 1677 

(See  Si,  Domingo.) 
Rich,  Charles,  of  Vermont,  was  qualified,  &&  -    701 
speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill   ...  1394 
Richards,  Mark,  of  Vermont,  was  qualified,  dbc.     701 
Richmond,  Jonathan,  of  New  York,  was  quali- 
fied, &c        701 

Ringgold,  Samuel  of  Maryland,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 701 

Road,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  authorixe  the  ap- 
pointment of  commissioners  to  lay  out 
a  certain,  therein  mentioned  -        .        -  2202 
read  twice,  and  referred     ....  2206 
reported  without  amendment     -        -        -2213 
road  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2244 
Roads  and  Canals,  appointment  of  a  select  com- 
mittee on 708 

discharge  of  said  committee       ...  2241 
Robertson,  George,  of  Kentucky,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 702 

remarks  of,  on  the  District  Banks  bill        -  1826 
on  the  bill  for  relief  of  General  Wilkinson  1834 
speech  of,  on  the  Land  bill        -        -        •  1866 
Robertson,  Thomas  C,  and  Thomas  Shields,  ad- 
verse report  on  the  petition  of        •        -  2206 
Rock  Creek  Church,  a  bill  authorising  the  sale 

of  a  part  of  the  glebe  of,  twice  read        -  1023 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...        -  1821 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        •  1822 
Rodriguez,  John,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 
lief of,  twice  read  -        .        -        •        -  1848 
Rogers,  Thomas  J.,  of  Pennsylvania  was  quali- 
fied, Ac 701 

Ronde,  Pierre  Denis  de  la,  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate for  relief  of,  twice  read     -        -        -  1848 
Ross,  Thomas  K^  of  Ohio,  was  qualified  -        -    702 
Rules  and  Orders,  the  adoption  of     -        -        •    703 
Mr.  Little  submitted  an  amendment  to  the    704 
Mr.  Pindall  did  the  same  ....  1023 
considered  and  negatived  .        .        •        •  1634 
Mr.  Lowndes  submitted  an  amendment  to 

the 1667 

Rnss,  John  of  Connecticut,  was  qualified,  dtc  -    701 
Russell,  Jonathan,  correspondence  o^  with  the 

Swedbh  Government    .        •        -        •  8264 


7» 


Pip 
Russia^  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  in  rdt- 

tion  to  the  petition  of  Eliphalei  Load, 

setting  forth  claims  against    •       .      . 

S. 

Sale  or  Forfeiture  of  Lands,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Hendricks,  the  Committee  of  Public  Liodi 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  eipe- 
diency  of  suspending  the  act  contiBoing 
the,  ic  ----.. 
(See  ForfeiturtJ) 
Sales  of  Public  Lands,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Robert- 
son, the  Committee  of  Public  Lands  woe 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  eipediency 
of  allowing  a  credit  on  - 

Mr.  Campbell  presented  the  petition  of  tan- 
dry  inhabitants  of  Ohio,  in  relation  to, 
reforred  ..... 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  making  further  pro- 
vision for,  read  twice,  and  referred  • 

reported  with  amendments 

amendments  not  agreed  to,  and  bill  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 

Sampeon,  Gabriel,  of  Msasachusetts,  wu  qoaii- 

fied,  dec        .        -         .        .       - 
Sands,  Austin  L.    (See  Sieveru,  Ebenezer.) 
Sawyer,  Lemuel,  of  North  Carolina,  wss  qaifi 
fied.  dec.         -        .         .        .        - 
remarks  of,  on  his  resolaUon  concerning  o^ 
ficeni  of  rost(»ma     -  .... 

Schiefflin,  Jacob,  and  Henry  H.,  Mr.  Meige  pn- 
sented  the  petition  of,  which  wu  referred 
to  tho  Secretary  of  State        .        .      • 
report  of  said  officer  thereon,  referred 
Scott,  John,  delegate  from  Mirtouri,  wstqoiii* 
fied,  dtc.        -        -         .        .       -      • 
remarks  of,  on  |x>8tpnning  Mr.  Taylor*!  ret- 

olution  -         -         -         -        ...  755 
speerh  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill    -       -      *  ^^^ 
Secret  Journal  of  the  Old  Congress,  Mr.  Strothrr 
submitted  a  resolution  to  print  the,  read 

twice     - 10« 

ordered  to  s  third  reading  -       •      '  1^'^ 

(See  Oid  Congress.) 

Seminole  War,  report  of  Mr.  Storrs  on  the  pe- 
titions for  paymvnt  for  losses  saattioed 

in  th« IW 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief  of  the  ofB- 

cers  d^c  who  served  in  the  -  -  *  ^^ 
read  twice         -        -        -        .       -      •  ICH 

Isid  on  the  Ubie '^ 

report  on  the  subject  of  horses  lost  in  the  -  ^ 
Sergeant,  John,  of  PennMylvania,  was  qualified, 

and  look  his  seat  -  -  .  -  -  W 
speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill  -  -  '  ^^^ 
remnrks  of  on  the  Senate's  amendoenti  to 

the  Maine  hill        -         -        .       -       -  IW 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  sales  at 
auction  ------  *''♦ 

Settle,  TbfHnss,  of  North  Carolina,  was  qotli- 

fied,dtc '  "^ 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  colle^ 

tion  of  duties,  dbc  -        •       -      -  I*' 

Shaw,  Henry,  of  MsMwchusetts,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  vest  -         -         -        •       •  ^^ 
Shaw,  Basil,  nd verse  report  on  the  petitioa  of, 

agreed  to       -        -        -        .       -      - 
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ShawBeetown,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  Commis- 
doners  of  the  Land  Office  to  remit  pay- 
ment of  certain  inetalmente  on  lota  in, 
read  twice     ......    719 

a  third  reading  negatived  ....    849 

Shields,  James,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twioo  read    •  1588 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1821 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  >        -  1822 

Shields,  Thomas.    (See  RoberUon,  Thomas  C.) 
Shipley,  Ether,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice    -    800 
ordered  to  a  third  reeding  ...    822 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    892 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1356 
read  and  concurred  in       -        -        -        -  1382 

Sholes,  Captain  Stanton,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read 

twice    .......    848 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  i807 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1808 
Shote,  John.    (See  Harding,  JoJkn,) 
Sick  and  Disabled  Seamen,  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate to  provide  for,  read  twice,  and  referred  1900 
reported  with  amendments        ...  1948 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  2239 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  as  amended  2242 
the  Senate  agreed  and  disagreed        *        -  2246 
the  House  insisted  on  one  amendment  and 
receded  from  the  rest    ....  2247 

memonal  of  the  Governors  of  the  New  York 
Hospital  in  relation  to  the  case  of  -        -  2643 

Silsbee,  Nathaniel,  of  Massachusetts,  was  qual- 
ified, dtc.      701 

speech  of,  on  the  revision  of  the  tariff         -  1987 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  sales  at 
auction  ......  2176 

Simkios,  Eldred,  of  South  Carolina,  was  quali- 
fied, Ac. 702 

remarks  of,  on  the  Senate  amendments  to 

the  Maine  bill  .....  1407 
speech  of,  on  the  military  appropriations  -  1607 
remarks  of,  on  the  District  Banks  bill  -  1829 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  Cobb's  amendment  to  the 

Constitution 1856 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  land  titles  22  i  1 

Simpson,  James,  Mr.  Moseley  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  .....    933 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  thereon      -  1460 
Sinking  Fund,  annual  report  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  the,  transmitted      -        -        -  1114 
copy  of  said  report     .....  2363 
Skinner,  Joseph  M.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice 

read 991 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1807 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1809 

Slavery,  Mr.  Meigs  submitted  a  preamble  and 

resolutions  concerning  -        -        -        -1113 

Mr.  Foot  offered  resolutions  on  the  subject 
of,  in  the  Territories      -        -        -        -  1171 

proceedings  and  memorial  of  the  people  of 
Newport 2462 

proceedings  and  memorial  of  the  people  of 

Hartford 2457 

Slave  Trade,  a  Message  from  the  President  of 
the  United  Slates  in  relation  to  the,  re- 
ferred    741 

Mr.  Cuthbert  submitted  a  resolution  con- 
cerning the   -        -        .        -        -        -    926 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  a  committee        -    926 


Slave  Trade— continued.  Page. 

a  joint  resolution  authorizing  the  President 
to  negotiate  with  foreign  Powers  on  the 
means  of  abolishing  the  African,  read 
twice 2216 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        .  2236 

Sloan,  John,  of  Ohio,  was  qualified.  Sec  -  -  702 
speech  of,  on  the  Land  bill        ...  1889 

Slocnmb,  John  of  North  Carolina,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat  -  .  .  .  .  704 
remarks  of,  on  the  military  appropriations  .  1607 

Smart,  Robert,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Woodbridge, 

the  claim  of,  was  referred       ...  1696 
Smith,  James  S.,  of  North  Carolina,  was  quali. 

fied,  dLC. 702 

remarks  of,  on  the  Census  bill  -        -        *    928 
on  the  Senate  amendments  to  the  Maine  bill  1408 
on  the  bill  for  relief  of  the  Savannah  suf- 
ferers            -  1803 

speech  of,  on  the  proposed  amendment  of 
the  Constitution  as  it  regards  Electors  of 
President  and  Vice  President         -        -  1908 

Smith,  Bernard,  of  New  Jersey,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat  .....    701 

Smith,  Samuel  of  Maryland,  was  qualified,  dtc.  701 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  touching  Army 

executions     -.----  727 

on  Mr.  Trimble's  resolutions  ...  746 
on  the  Property  bill  -        -        -        -     761,  776 

on  the  Navy  deficiency  bill        ...  788 

on  Mr.  Taylor's  restrictive  resolution  -  803 

speech  of,  on   the  appropriations  for  the 

Navy 804 

remarka  of,  on  Mr.  Strother's  resolutions 

respecting  the  finances  ....  917 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  Siorr's  amendment  to  the 

Missouri  bill 940 

remarks  of,  on  taking  up  the  appropriation 

bills 1676 

on  the  military  appropriations    ...  1616 

on  the  fortifications 1620 

on  the  bill  for  relief  of  General  Wilkinson  -  1834 
on  sales  at  auction  -  -  -  .  •2174 
on  the  Loan  bill        -        2186,  2193,  2198,  2238 

Smith,  Ballard  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  dbc.   -  703 
Smyth,   Alexander  of  Virginia,  was  quaiified* 

and  took  his  seat 702 

remarks  of,  on  Army  executions        -        .  728 

speech  of,  on  the  Property  bill  •  -  .  776 
on  Mr.  Taylor's  amendment  to  the  Minouri 

bill 992 

on  the  military  appropriations    -        •        .  1626 

Smyth,  Richard,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 
lief of    1962 

twice  read,  and  referred  -  .  -  •  1997 
reported  without  amendment  ...  2009 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2248 

Southard,  Henry  of  New  Jersey,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 701 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  Indian 
trading-houses        .....  1290 

South  America,  Mr.  Clay  submitted  resolutions 

rvMpecting  Ministers  to  •        -        •        -  1781 
debiile  on  the  resolutions   .         •        -        •  2223 
the  first  resolution  providing  for  Ministers 
to,  carried      ......  2239 

the  remaining  resolutions  withdrawn  -  2230 
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8ptiD,  Mr.  Floyd  sabmiUed  a  rciolotion  atkiDg 
informatioo  concerning  the  extent  of  tcr- 
riioij  ceded  by  the  treaty  with        -        -    948 
the  resolution  negatlTed    ....    949 
Mr.  Reid  submitted  a  resolution  of  inquiry 
concerning  the  state  of  our  relations  with, 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Relations  -        -        *        -  1411 

report  of  said  committee  thereon        -        -1618 
a  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 

States  on  the  same  subject     ...  1688 
another  Message,  with  sundry  documents 

in  relation  to  the  treaty  with  -        -  2216 

another  Message,  transmitting  letters  from 

the  Minister  at  Madrid 2236 

Spinbh  Spoliations,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cobb,  the 

President  was  requested  to  furnish  any 

information  he  may  possess  in  relation  to 

claims  for      -        -        -        -        •        •  1635 

a  Message  from  the  President  in  reply        -  2235 

Bpence,  Grome  Keith,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice 

read 2052 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  9099 
8pngg>  Jenifer  T.    (See  D^nUy  Surveyor».) 
Btaoding  Committees,  appomtment  of  the         -    706 
State  Papers,  a  bill  from  the  Senate,  authorizing 
subscription  to  certain  Toiumes  of,  read 

twice 801 

considered,  and  amended  ...        -  1677 
and,  on  motion,  indefinitely  postponed        -  1677 
Slate  Universities,  Mr.  Butler,  of  New  York, 
submitted   a  resolution,   instructing  the 
Committee  of  Public  Lands  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  granting  to  each  State 
a  tract  of  land  for  endowment  of    -        -    882 
agreed  to,  and  referred  accordingly    •        -    882 
report  that  it  is  inexpedient        ...    896 
Statistical  Accounts  of  Commerce  and  Naviga- 
tion, report  containing  ....  2494 
Statue  of  Washington,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to 
remit  the  duties  on  a,  twice  read,  and  re- 
ferred     1169 

reported  without  amendment  -  -  -  1218 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1242 
Steele,  John,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read  -  1790 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1792 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1807 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment     *-  1962 

read,  and  concurred  in      •        >        •        -  1997 
Btenogrophers,  Mr.  Pindall's  motion  concerning, 

negatived 1634 

8t0Tens,  James,  of  Connecticut,  was  qualified    -    701 
speech  of,  on  the  Senate  amendments  to  the 

Missouri  bill 1583 

Btorens,  Ebenexer,  and  Anstin  L.  Sands,  a  bill 
from  the  Senate  for  relief  of,  twice  read, 
and  referre<l  .....  1888 

reported  without  amendment     ...  2166 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  ....  2242 
Stewart,  Susannah,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read  1808 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -2173 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -  2180 
Slockbridge  Indians.  (See  Konkopol,  Jacobs  4^) 
Storrs,  Henry  R.,  of  New  York  was  qualified    -    701 
remarks  of,  on  executions  in  the  Army      -    729 

on  the  Property  bill 762 

on  bis  motion  for  indefinite  postponement  of 
the  same        ......    757 


Storn,  Henry  R .— continiied.  Figt 

remarks  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  CaBnoa  •  •  714 
on  the  Navy  DeficieDcy  bill  -  .  .  7^ 
speech  of,  on  the  Appropriation  bill  •  *  W 
on  his  amendment  to  the  same  -  -  •  OS 
on  the  Maine  bill  -  -  -  .  .  843 
on  his  resolution  to  print  the  secset  jotmalUH; 

lOfiS 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Pinckney  -  -  •  - 1457 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate  amendments  ts 

the  Maine  bill 1417 

on  the  appropriation  for  foitificatioBs  •  IIS 
on  printing  the  secret  joanial  -  •  - 167 
on  the  Senate  amendments  to  the  MiUtiiy 

appropriations        -        •        -        .       -  1784 
on  Uie  bill  concerning  sales  at  auction  S174,liSI 
on  the  Jjoan  bill         ...       -  2192,80 
Street,  Randall  A.,  of  New  York,  was  qualified 

and  took  his  seat  -  -  ...  711 
Strong,  William,  of  Vermont,  was  qualified,  dec  791 
Strong,  Jsmes,  of  New  York,  was  qualified,  &c.  701 
Strother,  George  F.,  of  Virginias  was  qaalifisd, 

and  took  his  seat  -  -  ...  70S 
remarks  of,  on  executions  in  the  Army  •  TtO 
on  the  Circuit  Court  bill  -  -  -  78S,  784 
on  his  resolution  respecting  the  finanen  -  017 
speech  of,  on  printing  the  secret  joontl,^  1055 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Storrs  -  -  .  .  1060 
on  the  Senate  amendments  to  the  Hiine 

biU 1406 

a  letter  from,  resigning  his  seat  -        -      -  2^ 
StuU  and  Williams,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tracy,  the 
Secretary  of  War  was  directed  to  report 
copies  of  any  agrermcnt  with,  reJatire  to 
a  loan  of  powder,  dec.     -        .       .      •  1401 
(See  Loam  of  PouhUt,  4«.) 
Suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade,  appoiatmeot  of 

a  select  committee  on  the  •  •  .  707 
Supreme  Court    (See  RnarU  of  Decukm  m 

Me.) 
Surviving  Olfioers  of  the  Bevolotioo,  a  bill  fv 

relief  of,  read  twice        -        ...  741 
first  section  struck  oat        -        .       .      •  1046 
Swaitwont,  Robert,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  fcr 

reUefof 1«» 

read  twice,  and  referred     -        •  -  1^ 

reported  without  amendment     -       .      -  1641 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .       .      •  1606 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •       .      .  1701 
Sweden,  documents  in  relation  to  iDdsmnitj 

against  ---.--  W 

Swiss,  the  Speaker  presented  the  petition  of  t 

company  of,  referred       -        -       -      - 1046 
eommittee  discharged         .        .       .      •  1454 
St.  Charles,  Missouri,  the  Speaker  presented  a 
letter  from  the  trustees  of  the  town  of^  re- 
specting the  commons,  referred       -      -  ^^^ 
St.  Domingo,  report  of  the  Secreury  of  State,  od 
sundry  claims  for  indemnity  for  spoliatioof 
committed  by  the  authorities  of      -      *  ^^ 
the  report  in  full,  on  the  petition  of  Samuel 
G.  Perkins,  and  others   -        •       .       -  «5J 

T. 

Tariff,  the  Speaker  presented  a  petition  from 
Pennsylvania,  praying  such  a  revisioD  of 
the,  as  to  encourage  manofacturei^  rs- 

forred •  ^" 

Mr.  Edwards,  of  Connecticut,  prestoted  t 
similar  petition,  referred         -       .      •   f^ 
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Tariff— continued.  Page. 

Mr.  Eddy  preiented  a  petition  of  the  ladies 

of  Rhode  Island,  referred        -        -        -    712 
Mr.  Sergeant  presented  a  petition  of  the 

Philsdelpbia  Chamber  of  Commerce        -  1289 
Mr.  Tyler,  of  Virginia,  presented  s  counter 

memorial 1403 

a  comparative  view  of  the  existing      -        -  1913 
Tarr,  Christian,  of  Pennsylvania  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat     -        -  -        -    701 

Taylor,  John  W.,  of  New  York,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat  .        -        .        -        -    701 
remarks  o(  on  the  resolution  concerning 

army  executions 730 

remarks  of,  introductory  of  his  restrictive  res- 
olution - 732 

on  the  resolution  allowing  bounty  land  to 

minors 

on  his  second  resolution  restricting  slavery  - 


759 
802 
803 


-  960 


-  1626 


703 


784 
800 

2250 


speech  of,  on  his  motion  to  amend  the  Mis- 
souri bill        ..... 

Tennallytown,  Mr.  Warfield  presented  a  petition 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, praying  a  repeal  of  the  act  author- 
izing a  turnpike  from  Georgetown  to 

Term  of  Office,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  limit  the, 
in  certain  cases,  to  four  years,  read  twice, 
and  referred  -..-.-  2214 
reported  without  amendment      ...  2280 

Terrill,  Ueorge  W.,  of  Georgia,  was  qualified, 
and  took  his  seat   .        -        .        -        - 

Territorial  Government  for  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, Mr.  Whitman  submitted  a  resolution 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of    - 
resolution  negatived  -        -        .        -        - 

Thanks  to  the  Speaker,  on  motion  of  Mr.  War- 
field,  a  vote  of       -        -        -        -        - 

Three  per  Centum,  a  bill  to  provide  for  paying 
to  Illinois,  on  the  proceeds  of  land  sales, 
&c,  read  twice     ;.        -        -        -        -  1381 

Tomlinson,  Gideon,  of  Connecticut,  was  quali- 
fied, and  took  his  seat    •        -        -        -701 

Tompkins,  Caleb,  of  New  York,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 701 

Topographical  Reports,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cook, 
tho  Secretary  of  War  was  directed  to 
report  the  several,  respecting  the  practi- 
cability of  connecting  the  waters  of  Illinois 
river  with  Lake  Michigan  .  -  . 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  in  reply  - 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canab 845 

Townsend,  Peter.     (See  Johnaon,  James,  dtc) 

Tracy,  Albert  H.,  of  New  York,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat  -        -        .        -        .    701 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  sales  at 
auction  - 

Trade  with  the  Indian  Tribes,  report  on  the  pe- 
tition from  St.  Louis  on  the  subject  of    - 

Trading-Houses,  a  bill  to  continue  in  force  for  a 

further  time  the  act  establishing,  read  twice 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        -        - 

Transfer  of  Appropriations,  the  Speaker  present- 
ed a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  with 
a  statement  of  the  -        -        -        -        -    820 

Transportation  of  Baggage,  dec,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Cocke,  the  Military  Committee  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  and  report  the 
allowances  made  to  officers  of  the  Army    750 


738 

801 


2175 

891 

1290 
1330 


Treasury  Department,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for 
the  better  organisation  of  the  -        .        . 

read  twice,  and  refiarred     .        .        .        . 

reported  without  amendment     .        .        . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        .        . 

Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Departments,  a  bill 

in  addition  to  the  several  acts  establishing 

an<l  regulating  ihe,  read  twice 

bill  recommitted        .... 

reported  with  amendments 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 

Trimble,  David,  of  Kentucky,  was  qualified,  dbc 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  touching  army 

executions     ..... 
speech  of,  on  bis  resolution  relating  to  draw 

backs,  &c 

on  the  Navy  appropriations 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  re 

'  specting  accountability  ...  1067, 

on  the  military  appropriations    - 

speech  of,  on  Mr.  Clay's  resolution  respect 

ing  alienation,  dec.         ... 
on  the  Loan  bill         .... 


Page. 

1807 
1808 
1819 
2249 


Tucker,  George,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  dee 

speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill    • 
Tucker,  Sterling,  of  South  Carolina,  was  quail 

fied,  dice.        -         •       -        -        - 
Two  Millions,  a  bill  authoriaing  the  President  to 
borrow,  read  twice  ... 

amended  by  increasing  tho  amount    - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
(See  Loan.) 
Tyler,  John,  of  Virginia,  was  qaatified,  6u:, 
remarks  of,  on  the  claim  of  Samuel  G.  Ad 


speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill    • 
on  the  revision  of  the  tariff 

U. 

Uffington,  Thomas  S.,  Mr.  Wendover  presented 

the  petition  of        -        -        •        •        . 

Unauthorized  Levies,  report  of  Mr.  Storrs  on  the 

subject  of      -        -        -        -        -        - 

three  thousand  copies  of  the  report  ordered 
to  be  printed  ...... 

Unexpended  Appropriations,  Mr.  Lowndes  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  on  the  subject  of 
considered,  and  sgreed  to  - 
Uniform  Militia,  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  to  estab- 
lish a,  read  twice   -        -        -        .        . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .        . 

Unifi>rm  System  of  Bankruptcy,  memorial  of  the 
merchants  of  Boston  on  a       - 
memorial  from  merchants  of  New  York     • 
United  Agricultural  Society  of  Virginia.    (See 

Impcrte.) 
Unlocated  Claims  to  Land,  a  biH  for  the  relief  of 

Xrsons  holding  confirmed,  read  twice    - 
red  to  a  third  reading  -        -        .        - 
read  the  third  time,  and  psssed  -        -        . 
Unproductive  Post  Routes,  report  of  the  Poet- 
master  General  of  - 
Unsatisfied  Warrants,  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims  were  instructed  to  inquire 
concerning,  to  the  Virginia  line     - 
report  thereon   -.--.. 
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H<m9e  Proceedings  and  Dtbaiee, 


P«ge- 


1.155 
701 


UDMtUed  Baltocei,  a  letter  from  the  Comptrol- 
ler, with  t  Kit  of  - 
Upham,  Nath'l,  of  N.  Hampehire,  was  qualified 

V. 

Vaccination,  Mr.  Kent  pretented  the  petition 
of  an  association  friendly  to,  prajing  an 
act  of  incorporation,  referred  -        -     868 

copy  of  the  memorial  on  the  subject  of       -  8446 
Van  Cleef,  John  M.    (See  DtiUU^  Anthony.) 
Van  Rensselaer,  Solomon,  of  New  York,  was 

qualified 701 

Tan    Swearingen,  Thomas,  of  Virginia,  was 

qualified 702 

Vasse,  Ambrose,  a  bill  for  relief  oi;  read  twice  -  1912 
read  the  third  time,  and  paased  ...  2243 
Vessels  of  War,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  author- 
ize the  building  of  a  ceriain  number  of  -  1912 
twice  read,  and  referred    -        -        -        .  1948 
reported  with  amendments        ...  2009 
reed  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  2240 

Vincennes  District,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain 

settlers  in  the,  read  twice       -        -        .906 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  ie07 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -  1809 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

and  concurred  in-        -        -        -        -2213 

Vining,  Charles.    (See  Cadde,) 
Virginia,  Mr.  Floyd  submitted  a  resolution  con- 
cerning the  western  district  of        -        -    820 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Pindall,  the  Judiciary 
Committee  were  instructed  to   inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  altering  the  time 
for  holding  the  circuit  court  in  the  west- 
ern district  of        -        -        -        -        - 

a  bill  to  that  efiect,  twice  read  - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Vreeland,  Nicholas,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for 
relief  of  the  heirs  of,  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred   ------- 

reported  without  amendment    .        -        - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

W. 
Walker,  Felix,  of  North  Carolina,  was  qualified 
'  remarks  of,  on  limiting  the  quantity  of  land 
for  sale  ...--- 

Walker,  David,  of  Kentucky,  was  qualified 
the  death  of,  announced  by  Mr.  Queries 
resolutions  consequent  thereon  ... 
Wallace,  James,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified 
War  Department,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of, 
asking  four  additional  clerks  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the,  referred        -        .        -        - 
(See  Cierka.) 
Ward,  Ssmuel,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the 
relief  of,  read  twice,  and  referred    - 
report  recommending  rejection  ... 
Warfield,  Henry  R.,  of  Maryland,  was  qualified 
remarka  of,  on  the  bill  to  accommodate  the 
circuit  court  ...--- 
on  the  bill  for  benefit  of  the  deaf  and  dumb 
speech  of,  on  printing  the  Secret  Journal  • 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendments  to 
the  military  appropriationa    .        •        - 
on  the  District  Banks  bill  -        -         1812, 
on  sales  at  auction     -        -        -        -        - 
introducing  bis  motion  for  a  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  Speaker       .        .        .        .        - 
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Waahington,  Mr.  Kent  presented  the  petUioD  of 
the  Mayor,  &c.  of,  praying  the  renewal  ef 
acts  concerning,  which  expire  oo  the  4lh 
of  March,  referred  -        -         -         -718 

a  bOl  to  incorporate  the  dty  of,  and  to  re- 
peal all  former  acta  Uxt  this  puipoee,  read 

twice 6« 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  further  to  amend  the 

charter  of,  read  twice  ...  -  1451 
read  the  third  time,  and  paased  -        -  1454 

another  bill  from  the  Senate  to  incorporate 

the  inhabitants  of,  dbc  -  .  -  -  1833 
twice  read,  and  referred  -  -  -  -  1837 
reported  with  amendmento  ...  ISSS 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  -  2188 
read  the  third  time,  and  pasaed,  as  amended  8303 
the  Senate  disagree  to  the  amendmenta,  and 

a  conference  is  agreed  upon  ...  2213 
report  of  the  managers,  concurred  in  - 

Washington  Turnpike  Road  Company,  a  bill  to 
repeal  certain  parte  of  the  act  authoriaing 
them  to  extend  their  road,  dccn  read 
twice    ------- 

Ways  and  Means,  appointment  of  the  conunit- 

teeof 795 

report  of  said  committee  -        -        -        .  1837 

Webster,  John,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read    -  1830 

Weighte  and  Measures,  Mr.  Allen,  of  Maasachu- 
aetta,  submitted  a  resolution  on  thesnbiect 
of,  but  withdrew  it  at  the  anggeation  of 
Mr.  Lowndes,  that  the  Secretary  of  State 
had  the  matter  under  oonaideration        -    73$ 

Wells,  Mary,  Mr.  Kent  preaented  the  petition  of 
sundiy  inhabitante  of  Annapolia  on  bdialf 
of.  referred    ------    947 

Wells,  John,  a  bill  for  relief  of|  read  twice         -  1540 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -  1807 

read  a  third  time,  and  recommitted    -        -  1809 
reported  and  laid  on  the  table    -        -        -  1860 

West  Quoddy  Head,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hill  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  provi- 
ding a  bell  near  the  lighthouse  on,  dec  -  1047 

Western   Depot,  Mr.  Cook  submitted  sundiy 

resolutions  in  relation  to  a  -  -  -  855 
the  House  refused  to  consider  it         •        -    858 

Western  Roads,  the  same  gentleman  submitied 

a  resolution  concerning  ...  1331 

referred  to  the  Committee  of  Waya  and 
Means  -------  1333 

Whale  Fisheries,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Strong,  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  encouraging  native 
Americans  engaged  in  the     - 

Wheaton,  Joseph,  the  adveree  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of,  was  referred  to  the  Attorney 
General         .--..- 
letter  from  that  officer  thereon  .        -        - 

White,  William,  a  Message  from  the  Preaident 
of  the  United  States  transmitting  a  report 
from  the  Secretaiy  of  State  oonceming 
the  imprisonment  of,  at  Buenos  Ayrea    -    733 

White  River,  Mr.  Hendricks  presented  a  peti- 
tion on  the  subject  of  obstruction  to  the 
navigation  of         -----    938 

WhiUock,  Ambrose,  adverse  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of,  agreed  to  •        •        -        -        -    658 
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Whitman,  Esekiel.  of  MtMaehmattg,  was  qaali 
fied,  Ac.        .----- 

Temarkfl  of,  on  ReYoiotionaiy  pensionB 
on  the  bill  to  accommodate  the  circoit  coart 
apeech  o^  on  hie  resolntion  for  territorial 
goTernment  of  the  Diatrict  of  Columbia  - 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Barbour     .        .        .        - 
on  the  Maine  bill       .        -        .        •        - 
remark!  of,  on  the  ratio  of  repreaentation  - 
on  the  Senate  amendmeutato  the  Maine  bill  1407 
apeech  of,  on  the  reTicion  of  the  tariff        -  1998 
Wilcox,  Richard,  a  bill  aathorizing  the  Secretary 
of  State  to  inue  letters  patent  to,  read 
twice    ------- 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  the  aame  effect    - 
read  twice         ------ 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .        - 

read  the  third  time,  and  paased 
Wile,  Conrad.    (See  Melchior,  Jsaae,) 
Wilkinson,  James,  Mr.  Rankin  presented  the 
memorial  of»  referred      -        -        .        - 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice      -        -        - 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  .        -        . 

discussed,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Williams,  Jared,  of  Virginisi  was  qualified,  dbc 
Williams,  Elisha  W.    {BeeBeatty,  CharkiA.) 
Williams,  Jamea.    (See  Gooding,  John.) 
Williams,  Lewis,  of  North  Carolina,  was  quali- 
fied, &C.         ------ 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Gross's  resolution  con- 
cerning Pittsburg  losses         -        -      724,  725 
on  his  resolution  concerning  executions  in 
the  army        ------ 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Smith        .        .        .        - 
on  the  claim  of  S.  G.  Adams      ... 
on  the  military  appropriations    .        -        - 
on  the  Navigation  bill        .        -        .        . 
speech  of,  on  his  Navy  resolutions      - 
remarks  of,  on  the  Loan  bill      •        -        - 
Williams,  John  S.,  tho  Speaker  presented  a  let- 
ter from,  explanatory  of  the  loan  of  powder 
to  the  firm  of  Stuil  A.  Williams,  dtc. 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  same  subject  1899 
Willis,  Henry,  a  bill  for  relief  of  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of,  twice  read  .        .        - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 

table 

taken  up,  and  passed         .... 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  agreed  to         -        -        -        -        - 
Winter,  Elisha  and  William,  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate concerning       -        .        -        -        - 
twice  read,  and  referred     "     .   "   .     " 
committee  discharged,  and  bill  laid  on  the 

table 

Withers,  Thomas  C,  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  paased 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  2202 
considered,  and  agreed  to  ...  2205 

Wood,  Silas,  of  New  York,  was  qualified,  Ac  -    701 
Woodbridge,  W.  W.,  delegate  from  Michigan, 

waa  qualified,  dec.  -        -        -         '712 

Worthington,  Gad,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice, 

and  referred  - 718 

reported  without  amendment     ...    733 
read  the  third  time,  and  rejected         -        -   '738 
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Worthington,  Thomas,  a  letter  firom  the  Comp- 
troller correcting  a  mistake  in  the  balance 
reported  against    ....        -  1464 

Y. 

Yeas  and  Nays,  on  indefinite  poetponement  of 

the  Seminole  bill 778 

on  concurring  with  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions in  the  case  of  Mr.  Mallary     -        -    905 
on  poatponing  the  Missouri  bill  -        -    938 

on  committing  the  Senate  amendments  to 

the  Maine  bill 1409 

on  disagreeing  to  certain  amendments  of 

the  same 1466,1456 

on  disagreeing  to  the  compromiae      -        -  1457 
on  insisting  upon  disagreement          -        -  1553 
on  tnsiiting  on  all  other  amendments         -  1554 
on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Storra  to  the  Mis- 
souri bill 1564 

on  Mr.  Taylor's  restriction  •  •  -  1565 
on  another  amendment  by  the  aame  -  -  1566 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  Missouri  bill  -  1567 
on  final  passage  of  the  same  -  .  -  1572 
on  concurring  with  the  Senate  amendment 

to  the  same 1586,1587 

oil  amending  the  mlea  and  orders      -        -  1593 
on  the  amount  of  appropriation  for  fortifi- 
cations ------- 

on  the  appropriation  for  the  Military  Acad- 
emy       

on  the  appropriation  for  pensions 
on  the  appropriation  for  the  Cumberland 
road      ------- 

on  rejecting  the  bill  for  said  road 

on  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  ReV' 

olutionary  Pension  bill  -        -        - 
on  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  Senate 

bill  respecting  the  Seminole  war    - 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  concerning 

the  publication  of  the  laws 
on  amending  the  bill  to  provide  for  certain 
persons  engaged  in  the  land  and  naval 
service  in  the  Revolutionary  war    1705,  1709 
on  postponing  the  bill  to  amend  the  Revolu- 
tionary Pension  act        -        -        -        -  1715 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  same        -        -  1716 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  for  relief  of 
Delisle  and  othen  -----  1718 

on  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  Cas- 

tine  bill 1783 

on  disagreeing  to  the  Senate  amendmenta 

to  the  Military  Appropriation  bill    -        -  1789 
on  postponing  the  District  Banks  bill        -  1831 
on  recommitting  the  same        -        -        -  1832 
on  striking  out  a  section  of  the  Revolution- 
ary Pension  bill 1846 

on  discharging  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
from  the  Tariff  bill         -        -        -        -18*6 

on  the  third  reading  of  Mr.  Cobb's  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution        -        -        -  1859 
on  Mr.  Lowndes's  resolution  relating  to  man- 
ufactures      -        -        -        -        -        -  1881 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  concerning 
the  Mohiccans       -        -        -        -        -  18W 

on  a  motion  concerning  the  tariff       -        -  1889 
on  amending  the  Land  bill        .        -        .  1896 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  same        -        -  1901 
on  amending  the  bill  for  clothing  the  Ar- 
my         1901, 1902 
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Yeas  and  Najs — continued.  Page, 
on  postponing  the  Tariff  bill  to  next  tession  2137 
on  reducing  the  ealt  duty-  -  -  -2138 
on  a  call  for  the  previous  question  -  -  2139 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  Importation  bill  2139 
on  recommitting  the  same  ...  2164 
on  postponing  the  same  to  next  session  -  2155 
on  the  final  pnssage  of  the  same 
on  striking  out  the  first  section  of  the  Du- 
ties bill 

on  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  Auc- 
tion bill  .--.-- 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  same 
on  reconsidering  the  last  vote  .  .  - 
on  the  final  passage  of  said  bill  .  -  - 
on  reconsidering  its  passage  -  .  - 
on  postponing  it  to  next  session 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  fixing  the 
lane  for  the  next  meeting  of  Congress    -  2221 
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Yeas  and  Nays — continued.  Page. 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  resolotian  r 

cerning  revolutionary  pensions 
on  laying  on  the  table  the  wolotien 

specting  the  slave  trade  ... 

on  the  third  rpading  of  the  bill  for  bnildiDg 
small  vesseb  of  war       .... 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  Navigatwn  bill  2246 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  HU  to  lay  ont  a 
road      -------  tttt 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  Loan  bill  -        -  ttU 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  for  the  better 
organization  of  the  Treasury  Department  2849 

Yellow  Stone  River,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke, 

the  Military  Cmnmittee  were  tnstmcled 

to  inquire  into  and  report  the  objects  of 

the  expedition  ordered  to  the  month  of  the 

report  of  the  committee  thereon 
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A. 

Abstracts  of  Land,  an  act  to  authorize  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Illinois  to  obtain  certain,  for 
certain  public  offices      .        -        -        .  2626 

Additional  Naval  Force,  an  act  to  amend  the 

act  authorizing  the  employment  of  an    -  2621 

Alabama,  an  act  establishing  a  district  court  in  2676 
resolution  declaring  the  admission  of,  into 

the  Union      -        -        -        '    .    '       ."  ^^^'^ 
Alabama  and  Illinois,  an  act  to  establish  addi- 
tional land  offices  in      -        -        -        -  2585 
Arkansas,  an  act  authorizing  the  appointment  of 
a  register  of  public  lands  and  receiver  of 

pnblic  moneys  in 2565 

an  act  relative  to 2578 

B. 

Basks  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  an  act  con- 

eemingthe    - 2584 

C. 

Cahokia,  an  act  confirming  the  proceedings  of 
the  inhabitants  of,  in  laying  out  a  town, 
dec. 2584 

Canton,  an  act  authorizing  the  sale  of  thirteen 

sections  of  land  lying  within  the  district  of  2591 

Capitol,  an  act  making  further  appropriations 
for  continuing  the  work  upon  the  centre 
building  of  the,  dLc 2574 

Census,  an  act  to  provide  for  taking  the  fourth  2559 

Chippewa  and  Kickapoo  nations,  an  act  making 
appropriations  to  carry  into  effect  the 
treaties  concluded  with  the    -        •        •  2620 

Clerks,  an  act  supplementary  to  the  act  fixing 

the  compensation  of      -        -        •        -  2550 
an  act  to  increase  the  number  of,  in  the 
Department  of  War       ....  2621 

Colnmbian  Institute,  an  act  for  the  benefit  of  the  2585 

Congress,  an  act  fixing  the  time  for  the  next 

meeting  of    -        •        •        •        -        -  2597 

D. 

Deficiency  of  Navy  appropriation,  an  act  making 

appropriations  to  supply  the  -        -        -  2551 
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Detroit,  an  act  to  revive  the  powers  of  the  Coai- 
missionors  for  the  adjustment  of  Istfld 
claims  in  the  district  of           -         .        -  SS8S 
an  act  to  annex  certain  lands  to  the  dtstiict 
of 25« 

District  of  Columbia,  an  act  to  alter  the  time  of 

holding  the  courts  in  the         .        -        .  S59l 

Documents,  an  act  authorizing  the  traBsaussteB 

of,  free  of  postage  -         •         -         .        .  2519 

F. 

Foreign  Armed  Vessels,  an  act  designating  the 
ports  within  which  only,  shall  be  permit- 
ted to  enter 261$ 

Foreign  Commerce  of  the  United  States,  an  act 
to  provide  for  obtaining  accurate  state- 
ments of  the  ......  2551 

Forfeiture  of  Lands,  an  act  farther  to  sospend 

the  sale  or      -----        -  2566 

French  Ships  and  Vessels,  an  act  to  impose  a  new 

tonnage  duty  on    -        -        •        -        -  2619 

6. 

General  Post  Office,  an  act  to  provide  for  repair- 
ing the  roof  of  the,  and  to  procure  a  fire 
engine  -------  2621 

Government,  an  act  making  appropriatiotts  for 
the  support  of,  for  the  year  1820    - 
an  act  in  addition  to  the  above  ... 

I. 

Imports  and  Tonnage,  an  act  to  continue  in  forae 
the  act  supplemental  to  the  act  to  regu- 
late the  collection  of  duties  on        -        •  257S 

lafes  of  Shoals,  an  act  to  anthoriie  the  erediaD 
of  a  lighthouse  on  one  of  the,  near  Pioals* 
mouth,  dec. 2622 

J. 

Journal  of  the  Convention  which  formed  the  Con- 
stitution, a  resolution  for  the  further  dis- 
tribution of  the      2627 

another  resolution  for  the  distribution  of  < 
tain  copies  of  the  - 
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K. 

lentncky  and  Tenneaeee,  a  refldaUon  giving 
the  oonaent  of  GongreM  to  a  compact  be- 
tween, for  the  settlement  of  their  bonnd- 
ary  line 2628 

L. 

Land  Claims  in  Loaiaiana,  an  act  eupplementaij 

to  the  MTerat  acts  for  the  adjustment  of  -  2686 

M. 

Maine,  an  act  for  the   admission  of,  into  the 

Union 2664 

an  act  establishing  a  drcnit  court  in  -        -  2666 
an  act  apportioning  the  representation  for  -  2674 

Medical  Department  of  the  Army,  an  act  farther 

to  regulate  the      -        -        -        -        -  2684 

Michigan,  an  act  to  cause  the  laws  of,  to  be  print- 
ed and  distributed  ....  2578 

Military  Serrice,  an  act  making  partial  appro- 
priations for  the 2649 

an  act  making  appropriations  for  the  year 
1820  for  the 2674 

Militia,  an  act  to  establish  a  uniform  mode  of  dis- 

cipline,  Ac  --•--•  2592 

Missouri,  an  act  for  the  admission  o^  into  the 

Union 2666 

N. 

Navigation,  an  act  supplementary  to  the  act  con- 
cerning   2616 

Svrj,  an  act  in  addition  to  the  act  making  appro- 
priations for  the  support  of  the       -        -  2649 
an  act  making  further  appropriations  for 
the 2566 

Vew  Orleans  Cnstom-House,  an  act  to  provide 

for  building  an  addition  to  the        -        -  2626 

O. 

3hio,  an  act  altering  the  place  for  holding  the 

United  States  courts  in  -        -        -        -  2664 

an  act  granting  to  the  State  of,  the  right 

of  preemption  in  certain  cases        -        -  2627 

3rphans'*uonrts  of  Washington  and  Alexandria, 
an  act  to  increase  Uie  allowance  of  the 
judges  of  the 2683 

P 

Pennsylvania,  an  act  altering  the  time  for  hold- 
ing the  circuit  court  for  the  western  dis- 
trict of 2616 

Peoria,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  inhaUtante  of 

the  village  of 2619 

Piracy,  an  act  to  continue  in  force  the  act  to  pro- 
tect the  commerce  of  the  United  Stetes, 
and  to  punish  the  crime  of     •        -        -  2623 

Post  Office  Esteblishment,  an  act  in  addition  to 

the  act  to  regulate  the  -        -        -        -  2669 

Post  Roads,  an  act  to  alter  and  establish  certain  2692 

Public  Lands,  an  act  further  providing  for  the 

sale  of 2678 
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Publication  of  the  Laws,  an  act  to  amend  the  act 
to  provide  for  the  - 

R. 

Redemption  of  Land  sold  for  Direct  Taxes,  an 
act  extending  the  time  for  the         -        • 

Reservation  of  Public  Lands  for  naval  purposes, 
an  act  to  amend  the  act  making 

Revolutionary  War,  an  act  in  addition  to  the  act 
to  provide  for  perions  engaged  in  the  land 
and  naval  service  of  the  United  States  in 
the  --....  -  2682 
an  act  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  the  act 
to  provide  for  persons  disabled  by  known 
wounds  received  in  the,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses      2614 

Road,  an  act  to  authorise  the  appointment  of  com- 
missioners to  lay  out  the  road  therein  men- 
tioned     2617 

8. 

Secret  Journal  of  Congress  Under  the  Articles  of 
Confederation,  a  resolution  to  authorize 
the  publication  of  a  part  of  the        -        -  2628 

Supreme  Court,  an  act  to  continue  in  force  the 
act  to  provide  for  reporte  of  decisions  in 
the 2621 

T. 

'  Term  of  Office,  an  act  to  limit  the,  of  certain  offi- 
cers therein  mentioned  -        .        -        -  2697 

Three  Millions,  an  act  to  authorize  the  President 

to  borrow 2698 

Trading«Houses  with  the  Indian  Tribes,  an  act 

to  continue  in  force  the  act  establishing  •  2666 

Treasury  Department,  an  act  for  the  better  organ- 
ization of  the  2610 

Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Departmenta,  an  act 
in  addition  to  the  several  acta  for  estab- 
lishing and  regulating  the      -        -        -  2680 

U. 

Unlocated  Claims  for  Land,  an  act  for  the  relief 

of  persons  holding  confirmed,  in  Illinois  -  2625 

V. 

Vessels  of  War,  an  act  authorizing  the  building 

of  a  certain  number  of  small  -        -        -  2614 

Yincennes,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  settlers 

in  the  district  of 2687 

Virginia,  an  act  to  alter  the  term  of  the  court  of 

the  western  district  of    -        -        -        -  2650 

W. 

Washington,  an  act  to  remit  the  duties  on  the 

statue  of  George 2664 

an  act  further  to  amend  the  charter  of  the 
City  of 2654 

an  act  to  incorporate  the  inhabitanto  of  the 
City  of,  and  to  repeal  all  seta  heretofore 
passed  for  that  purpose  -        -        -        -  2600 
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